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Rev.  Walter  Wood. 


Synod  of  Argyll. 

DlVISIOKS. 

Prewbytcry  of  Dunoon.  12S45678      9 


Kev.  John  Irving,  Innellan,    • 
„      Robert  M*Morran,  Dunoon,    . 
„      John  T.  Maclean,  North  Bute, 

William  Meiklejohn,  South  Kingarth, 
Dr.  Robert  £lder,  Rothesay, 


1% 


24-8  9  —  —  16  — 
2  -  6  8  9  12  14  15  — 
13-7  9-—  —  — 
-468  9  12  14  —  - 
1367  —    11    13  —  — 


Elden. 


Mr,  Dufldd  Campbell,  feuar.  Innellan,  .        ,  13-7  —  —  —  —  — 

,,    Archibald  Oswald,  merchant,  Dunoon,    .        •  2468  —  —  —  —  — 
„    Archibald  Smith,  feuar,  Omaha  House,  North 

Bute, 13579  —  —  —  — 

„   Alexander  Macfarlane,   farmer,    Drumreoch, 

Kingarth, 1---  —  —  —  —  — 

„    Robert  H*Alpine,  burgh  collector,  Rothesay,  .  1367  —  U  13  —  — 

PrtAytery  of  Inveraray. 

Rev.  Robert  Rose,  Inveraray, 1357  —  —  —  —  — 

„      Murdoch  Macqueen,  Tarbert,         .        .        •  1357  10  —  13  —  — 

„      John  Stewart,  Ardriahaig,     .        .        .        .  1    3    5    7  —  U  13  16  17 

■ 

Elders. 

Mr.  John  M*Cormick,  feuar,  Tarbert,    •        .        .  1    3    -    7  10  —  13  16  17 

„    John  R.  MUler,  ironfounder,  Glasgow,    .        .  1367  9  11  13  —  — 

„    Evan  Campbell,  tea  merchant,  Edinburgh,      .  1    3    5    7  10  —  13  16  17 

Presbytery  of  Kintyre. 

Rev.  John  M*Lean,  Shiskan, 13-7  10  —  —  16  — 

„      Norman  M*Leod,  Kilberrv  and  S.  Knapdale,  13-7  10  —  —  —  — 

„      Alexander  Macrae,  Kilcalmoncll,  .        .        .  -    4    6    8  —  11  14  15  — 

Elders. 

Mr.  Charles  Martin,  councillor,  Camplieltown,       .  24--  —  —  —  —  — 

Rev.  Angus  M 'Master,  Sliedocb,  Arran  .        .        .  1357  10  —  —  —  — 

Mr.  John  Murray,  solicitor,  Campbeltown      .        .  2    4    6    8  —  11  14  15  — 

Presbytery  of  Iday. 

Rev.  John  George  M*Neill,  Portnahaven,      .        .  -    3    6    -  10  11  13  —  — 

„      James  Macmillan,  Kilchoman,     ,        .        ,  1367  —  —  —  —  — 

Elders. 

Mr.  James  Bl'Indeor,  farmer,  Balole,  Islay,  .        ,  -3-7  —  —  —  —  — 

>,    Daniel  D.  Adamson,  shipowner,  Greenock,      .  13-7  —  —  —  —  — 

Presbytery  of  Lorn, 

Rev,  John  Sutherland,  Ardchattan,        .        .        .  -357  —  —  —  —  — 

John  M'Kay,  Oban, 1    3    6    7  —  11  13  —  17 


f> 


BOLL  OF  MEMBERS. 


IX 


Mr.  Alexander  Brown,  banker,  Oban,     . 
, ,    Archibald  M*Liillich  Sinclair,  inspector  of  poor, 
Taynnilt, 


Prabfftery  of  MvU, 

ReT.  Charles  Boss,  Tobermory, 

John  Blacklock,  Boss  and  lona, 

Alexander  Paterson,  Ardow  and  Torloisk,    .  ' 


Mden, 

Mr.  Hugh  Bole,  plumber,  Greenock, 
„    l^eU  BCacLeod,  merchant,  Greenock, 
„    Alexander  William  Scott,  7  Panmnre  Plane, 
Bdinborgh,    .        .        •        •        •  '     . 


DiVISIOKS. 
12    8    4      6      6      7 


1 
1 
1 


1 
1 


8      9 


13    5    7 


3 
3 
3 


3 
3 


5 
5 
6 


5 
5 


7 
7 
7 


7 
7 


11    13    15    17 

—  13    16    17 

-  —    15    17 


13    6    7 


—    11    13    —    17 
10    —    13    16    17 


Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling. 
Pretbytery  of  Stirling. 


Rer.  Bobert  M'Oorkle,  St.  Ninian's,  Stirling, 
„      Thomas  Bobertson,  Dnnipac^, 
,9      Finlay  M'Pherson,  Lai-bert,   .  . 
,9      James  Ihimunond,  Glackmajman, 
„      James  Cowie,  Denny,     . 
Bobert  Paul,  Dollar, 


»t 


1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 


3 
4 
3 
3 
3 
4 


Mdtrt. 

Mr,  Thomas  Millar,  farmer,  Myers,  St.  Ninian's, 
James  Gray,  farmer,  Broomhill, 'Denny, 
'William  Walker,  file  manufacturer,  Larbert, 
JEneas  Dougal,  feuar,  Clackmannan,  • 
Thomas  Howie,  builder,  Denny, 
John  Patterson,  inspector  of  poor,  Stirling, 


ft 

9» 


Praibytery  of  Dunblane. 

Ber.  George  Williams,  Korriston,  .  .  .  .  2 

„      William  J.  Miller,  Tillicoultry,  •  .  .  ^  1 

William  Watt,  Korrieeton,    .  •  ,  .  ]  •  [  1 

P&triok  T.  Muirhead,  Kippen, '  .  '  •  *  .  '  1 


»» 


»9 


4 
4 
3 
3 


Bridge  of  Allan, 


1    3 


Prubytery  of  punJceld. 


Rer.  Charles  Keith,  Clunie,  .        .  *     . 
John  A.  Cooke,  Auchtergaven, 
Alexander  S.  Bobertson,  Burrelton, 


»9 


»f 


Elderg. 

Kr.  George  Freeland  Barbour,  of  Bonskeid,   . 
Creoige  Gordon,  of  Donavourd,  , 

John  M*Donald,  wine  merchant,  Perth,  . 


5 
6 
6 
6 


7 
8 


7 

5  7 

6  8 


9    —    —    —    — 
9    —    —    —    - 

9    12    14    —    18 


13  5  7 
13  6- 
13-7 
13    5    7 


—    _    _    16    — 


6 
6 


8 

7 
7 


9 

9    11    14    15    18 

—    11    13    16  17 


Elderi. 

Mr.  WHliam  Maokison,  farmer,  Mirrjeston,  ThomhiU,  2    4    6    8 

„    James  Archibald,  manufacturer,.  Tillicoultry,  2    4    6    8 

„    John  Muir,  Dranston  House,  merchant,  Glasgow,  13-7 
„    Joseph    Mackay,    Hydropathic   Establishment, 


2  4  6  8 
13  5  7 
-    -    5    - 


9    11    14    15    18 
-    —    —    —    17 


t» 


99 


2    4    6    8 
13    5    7 


Ber.  ADan  Sinclair,  Kenmore, 

M ardoeh  Corbet,  Tummel  Bridge, 
IXmald  B..C.  M*Lagan,  Logierait, 


•» 


9* 


Pretbytery  of  Brtadalhane. 

1  3 
1  3 
1    3 


5 
6 


7 
7 
7 


9    _    13    —    17 
—    —    13    15    — 


—  11    13    15    — 

—  U    13    15    17 

—  —    14    —    17 


ROLL  OF  MEMBEBeU 


Elders. 

Mr.  James  Mackerchcr,  banker,  Aberfeldy, 
„    John  Cameron,  plumber,  Eenmore, 


»» 


Finlay  MacNab,  farmer,  Rannoch,  . 


Pre^tytery  qf  Perth, 


Bey.  John  Yotrng.  Amgaak,  • 

John  Bainnie,  Perth,      .        . 
Jamea  F.  Thomion,  Stanley, . 
Jamea  Gibson,  Perth,     .        • 
Archibald  K.  M*Murchy,  SconOi 
B.  Franklin  Greig,  Kinfauns, 


»» 
•» 
t» 
*• 


tt 


Eldert, 

Mr.  John  Hood,  bank  messenger,  Perth, 
y,    James  Ritchie,  civil  engineer,  Perth, 


E.  A.  Stuart  Gray,  of  Gray  and  Kinfauns, 
William  McLaren,  farmer,  West  Dron,  Forgan- 

denny,   

James  Carmichael,  farmer,  Taymoont,  Stanley, 
Hugh  Maokay,  railway  manager  of  goods,  Perth, 


Presbytery  of  Auchterarder. 

Ber.  Duncan  MacLaren,  Dunning, 
,y      William  Milne,  Braco, 

»» 


James  Maodonald,  AberuthTen, 
Archibald  Henderson,  Crieff, 


Elders. 

Mr.  Thomas  M 'Lagan,  farmer,  Balgour,  Dunning,  • 
„  John  Henderson,  blacksmith,  AberuthTen,  • 
„  James  Morrison,  postmaster,  Muthill,  •  • 
„   Andrew  Brydie,  farmer,  Braco,        .        •        • 


Divisions. 
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— 

-^ 

— — 

1 

3 

7 
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13 
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— 

— 

13 

— 

17 
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3 

6 
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_^ 

„^ 

_^ 
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1 
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I 
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6 
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9 

^^ 
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• 

3 

6 

7 

9 

11 

14 

16 

1 

3 

5 

7 

— 

11 

13 

15 

17 
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3 

— 

7 

9 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

8 

9 

— — 

14 

15 

17 

1 

3 

6 

7 

1 

3 

5 
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^ 

— 

— 

2 

4 

6 

8 

— 

— 

14 

— 

1 

3 

5 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

Synod  of  Fife. 

Presbytery  of  Dunfermline. 
Ber.  Alexander  S.  Wilson,  North  Queensferry,     • 


ft 


John  W.  Laurie,  Tulliallan, 
David  Imrie,  Dunfermline, 


Elders. 


Mr.  James  Patrick,  agent  for  the  Union  Bank  of 
Scotland,  Kincardine-on-Forth,         .        • 
James  Walls,  Provost  of  Dunfermline,    .        • 
William  Dick,  manufacturer,  Dunfermline,    • 


9» 


2 
2 
2 


Presbytery  of  Kinross, 


Ber.  William  Stephen,  Kelty, 
James  Clark,  Lassodie,  . 
John  Bethune,  Portmoak, 


•I 


I 
1 
1 


Elders, 

Mr.  Peter  Graham,  farmer,  Bankhead,  Fossoway, . 
„    John  l%omson,  draper,  Kinross, 


James  Blackwood,  farmer,  Keltyhill, 


Predfytery  of  Kirkcaldy, 


Ber.  Norman  L.  Walker,  Dysart,  . 

Alexander  Bell  Campbell,  Markinoh, 

John  Logan,  Leslie, 

Peter  Macainsh,  Loohgelly,    . 


ft 

99 


99 


William  Milne,  Invertiel, 
John  Buchan,  Pathhead, 


1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


4 
4 
3 


3 
4 
4 


3 
3 

4 
3 


6  8 
G  8 
6    7 


-  7 
6    8 

-  8 


6    8 
5    7 


13    6- 


6  7 

6  - 

6  7 

6  7 

6  8 

5  7 


9    11    14    15    18 
—    11    14    —    — 


9    12    —    —    — 
9    —    —    -    — 


—    —    13    - 


—  —  —  15  IS 

9  —  —  15  17 

—  12  14  —  - 

—  11  13  —  — 


ROLL  OF  HElfBERS.  xi 

_  _  Divisions. 

-cZden.                                                             12345  6  7      8      9 

Mr.  Patrick  Don  Swan,  mercbanty  Provottof  Kirk- 

caldr,          .        .        .        ...        .        -4    6.    -    —  —  -—    —     — 

„   James  Alexander,  snrgeon,  Lealie,   .•..,        13-7    —  —    —    

„    George  Aitken,  fanner,  Tyrie,  Kirkcaldy,       ,        1    4    .6    8      9  —  —    16    18 
^,    Michael  Beveridge,  manufacturer,  KirJccaldy,          13-7      9  —  —    —    — 
.,    Thomas  Kay,  manufacturer,  Pathhead,  Kirk- 
caldy,          ..13-7    —  —  --    —    — 

.,    Charles  Kattray,  coalmaster,  Annfield  House, 

Lochgelly, 13-7    —  --    —    ^ 

Presbytery  of  Cupar. 

Rtr,  John  Laird,  Cupar, 2    4    6    8      9  11  14    16    17 

„     William  David  Beattie,  Monimail,         .        .        -468      9  —  —    —    — 

„     John  Philip  Berry,  Ceres,       .        .        .        .        2    4689  —  —    —    — 

„     William  Low  Craig,  Kettle  and  Cults,   .        .        1367      9  —  —    —    — 


ElcUn, 

Mr.  Alexander  Adamson,  draper,  Cupar,  •  .  24-8  9  —  —  16  — 

„    William  Brown,  proof  er,  Ladybank,  ,  .  --6-  9  11  —  —  — 

.,   John  Dick,  feuar,  Falkland,     .        .  .  .  1367  —  —  —  —  — 

,,  James  Auchterlonie,  farmer,  Monimail,  •  •  13-7  —  —  —  —  — 


Presbytery  of  St/Andrews. 

Her.  John  Jackson,  Orail, 24689  12  14  —  — 

„      Walter  Wood,  Elie, 13579  —  —  15  38 

.,      William  P.  Falconer,  Ferryport,     .        .        .        1367  —  —  —  15  17 

,,     "William  Bruce,  Largo,  ;.        •        i        .        .        1367  —  —  —  —  — 

Eldert, 

Mr.  George  Fortune,  farmer,  Bamsmuir,       .        .        2468  —  —  —  —  — 

,,    James  Paterson,  architect,  Elie,       .        •        .        1357  —  —  —  —  — 

..    Charles  Robertson,  shipowner,  Tayport,          .        1-6-  —  —  —  —  — 

,,   Thomas  Buttercase,  grain  merchant.  Largo,     .        -3-7  —  —  —  —  — 

Synod  of  AnguB  and  Keams. 

Presbytery  of  Meigle. 

Rev.  James  Robertson,  Cray, 13-7  —  —  —  —  — 

John  Fleming,  Newtyle,         .        .        ,        .        1357  —  —  —  —  — 

Malcolm  Wbite,  Blairgowrie,         .        .        .        -    -     -    7  —  —  —  15  17 


tt 


Eldert. 


Mr.  James  Fleming,  farmer,  Sheldrum,  .  .  .  1357  —  —  —  — 
„  Alexander  Crowe,  Galabank,  Blairgowrie,  •  1367  9  —  —  16 
„   Wm.  P.  Ireland,  bookseller,  Blairgowrie,         .        -357    —    —    —    — 


Presbytery  of  Forfar, 

Rev.  William  Livingstone,  Kirriemuir,  South,       .        13-7  —  —  ~  —  17 

Alexander  Gumming,  Forfar,  ,        .        .        1    -    6    -  —  —  —  -  -  — 

Robert  Boss,  Forfar, 2468  —  —  —  —  — 


ff» 


Elders. 

Mr.  Andrew  Christie,  solicitor,  East  High  Street, 

Forfar, 14689-    —    —    - 

„  John  Mann,  contractor.  New  Town,  Kirrie- 
muir,   1357—  —    — 

^  Francis  CargilL  retired  merchant,  Bloomfield 

Cottage,  Forfar,         .       ...        .       .        1367 


xu 


BOLL  OF  MTBifBimR, 


PreAfUry  of  Dundee, 

Bev.  James  Ewing,  Dundee,   . 

Thomas  Boswell  Dodds,  Lochee, 
Thomas  Hill«  Dundee,    . 
John  Skene,  Dundee, 
Malcolm  M'lntyre,  Monikie, 
Duncan  Turner,  Tealing, 
Andrew  Inglis,  Dundee, 
William  Wilson,  Dundee, 
Bichard  Waterston,  Dundee, 
John  Blacpherson,  Dundee, 
Neil  Taylor,  Dundee, 
Bobert  Milligan,  Dundee, 


ft 
» 
f> 

•t 
»> 
» 


Elders, 


>9 

>9 
>f 


Mr.  James  Corr,  calcnderer,  Dundee, 

Bobert  Roger,  manufacturer,  Dundee^     . 
Alex.  Henderson,  manufacturer,  Dundee, 
Alex.  Hay  Moncur,  manufacturer,  Dundee, 
William  Kobb,  teacher,  Dundee, 
„   John  Laing,  manufacturer,  Dundee,    .     . 
Duncan  McDonald,  bailie,  Dundee,     .     • 
Alex.  Donaldson,  bootmaker,  Dundee,     . 
Alexander  Ritchie,  farmer,  Inchture, .     . 
Jas.  Cunningham,  manufacturer,  Dundee, 
James  Baird,  farmer,  Monifieth, 
Wm.  Longair,  manufacturer,  Dundee,     . 


Divisions. 
12     8    4     6      6 


7      8    9 


1 
1 
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1 
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3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
3 
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6    8 
6    7 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
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7 
7 
7 
7 
7 
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6  8 

6  7 

6  7 

5  7 


3-7 
4  6  8 
3-7 

3  5    7 

4  6  8 
6  7 
5    7 


3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
4 


5  7 

6  8 
6  - 
6  8 


9    — 


10    —    —    —    — 


10  -  — 

9  —  — 

9  —  — 

9  —  — 


10 
9 


16  17 

15  17 

15  — 

15  IS 


—    —    15    IS 


—  11  14  —  — 

9  —  —  —  — 

9  —  —  —  — 

9  -  —  —  - 

10  11  13  —  - 

9  12  14  16  IS 

9  12  14  —  — 


Presbytery  of  Brechin. 


Bey.  George  Monro,  Menmuir, 
„      George  S.  Sutherland,  Montrose,    . 
„      John  Fraser,  West  Brechin,    . 
„      James  A.  George,  Montrose,  .        . 

Elders. 

Mr.  Robert  Duke,  manufacturer,  Brechin, 
,,    Thomas  Bishop,  banker,  Montrose, 
„   James  Don,  writer,  Brechin,     . 

James  Warrack,  shipbroker,  Montrose, 


if 


2.4  6  8 
13  5  7 
2  4  6  8 
2    4    6    8 


2    4  6    8 

13  6- 

2    4  6    8 

2    4  6    8 


PresbyUry  of  Arbroath. 


Bev.  Benjamin  Bell.  Friockheim,    . 
James  Moffat  Scott,  Arbroath, 
James  Philip  Lilley,  Arbroath, 
Andrew  Morris,  Colliston, 
Alexander  Rust,  Arbroath,     . 


9f 


f» 


2 
1 
2 
1 
2 


4  6    8 

3  6    7 

4  6  8 
4  6- 
4  6    8 


9    —    —    —    — 

9    —    —    —    — 
9    —    -    —    — 


9 
9 
9 
9 


9 
9 
9 
9 


—    —    —    18 


—    —    15    - 


Elders, 

Ifr.  Ronald  Scott,  farmer,  Renmuir, 
„    Alex.  Bnlfour,  manufacturer,  Arbroath, 
„    George  Co  we,  farmer,  Balhousie, 
„    Charles  Lawiie,  farmer,  Arhirlot,     . 
„   James  M.  M'Bain,  banker,  Arbroath, 


2 

1 
2 
1 
2 


Presbytery  of  Fordoun, 


Rot.  David  Paton,  Fettercaim, 
John  Philip,  Fordoun, 


t* 


„      James  G.  Small,  Bervie, 

Elders, 

Mr,  William  Brown,  Pitnamoon,  Fettercaim, 
„  Thomas  G.  Gray,  Keabog,  Glenbervie,     ^ 
„   John  C.  Gardner,  solicitor,  Stonehaven, . 


1 
1 
1 


1 
2 
2 


4  6  8 

3  5  7 

4  6  8 

3  6  7 

4  6  8 


3 
3 
3 


4 
4 


9    —    —    —    — 

9  —  —  z  r 

i)    —    —    -.    Z 


6    7  —  —  —  —  — 

6    7  —  —  —  —  — 

6    7  9  —  —  15  — 

-7  9  —  —  —  — 

-    8  —  —  —  —  — 


BOLL  OF  mpin^ifRfl 


XUl 


Synod  of  Aberdeen. 


Prahyttry  of  Aberdeen, 


*• 


•1 


»f 


»» 


»♦ 


Ker.  Dr.  John  Longmoir,  Aberdeen,      • 

John  £.  Cnren,  NewhiUs, 

John  Macdonald,  Blackburn, 

David  F.  Arthur,  Banchory,  DeTenick, 

John  Hendry,  Durris,     . 

James  Dalmmo,  Peterculter,  . 

Alexander  F.  Moir,  Woodude, 

Dr.  William  Binnie,  Professor  of  Church  His 
tory.  Free  Church  College,  Aberdeen,  Ac. 

Alexander  M.  Bannatyne,  Aberdeen, 

William  Selbie,  Maryculter,  • 

James  Johnstone,  Belhelyie,  .        • 

Donald  M.  Macalister,  Old  Machar, 

Professor  William  R.  Smith,  Professor  of 
Hebrew,  Free  Church  College,  Aberdeen, 

Professor  S.  D.  F.  Salmond,  Professor  of  Sys- 
tematic Theology,  Free  Church  College, 
Aberdeen, •    .    • 

Eldtru 

Mr.  Darid  Bisset,  farmer,  Maryculter,   .        . 

.,  Bohert  Slessor,  builder,  Aberdeen,  .     ■    .    •    . 

M  William  Campbell,  clerk,  Auckmull,       .        . 

.,  Alexander  M'Robie,  builder,  Aberdeen,  . 
Ilr.  James  Gordon,  physician.  Old  Aberdeen, 
Ur.  James  Leith,  forester,  Countesswells, 

M  Robert  Essmi,  clothier,  Aberdeen,    .        .        . 

„  Robert  Abemethy,  engineer,  Aberdeen,  .        . 

.,  Wm.  Henderson,  Devanha  House,  Aberdeen, . 
Dr.  Francis  Edmond,  advocate,  Aberdeen,  .  • 
Mr.  G.  T.  Harrey,  manager,  Aberdeen, . 

„  Thomas  Ogilvie,  manufacturer,  Aberdeen, 

„  James  Bryce,  advocate,  Aberdeen,   . 

.,  George  Grant,  advocate,  Aberdeen, .        •    -    . 
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Ber.  DoDald  Mackay,  Echt, 1 

Thomas  Murray,  Midmar,       .        .        .        .        1 
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Thomas  Stothert,  Lumphanan, 
James  Smith,  Tarland, 


2 
2 
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Elderu 

Mr.  WiUiam  Gilchrist,   land  steward,  Cluny 

Castle,  Cluny, 

,,  Alexander  Laird,  shoemaker.  Crathie,      .        . 

M  John  Kessen,  farmer,  Tarland, 

,,  William  Dickson,  38  York  Place,  Edinburgh, . 

Praibytery  of  Alford. 

RcT.  Dr.  William  Pirie  Smith,  Keig-Tough,  .        .        2 

M    Hagh  Hart  Currie,  Keig-Tough,     ...        2 

:.,    Thomas  Bruce,  Bhynie, 1 

Elden, 

Mr.  DaTid  Rait  Lyall  Grant,  Kingsford,  Alford,  .  2 
r«  James   Stephen,    farmer,    Bonkhead,    Keig, 
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Dr.  Darid   James   Brackenridge,    10    St.    Colme 

Street,  Edinburgh, 2 
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JBlden. 

Mr.  David   Dickson,    wholesale  stationer,   Edin- 
bnrgh,        .       •        .        .'..-• 
,y   Benjamin  Bell,  surgeon,  Edinburgh,         .        • 
„   Duncan  McMillan,  architect,  Aberdeen,  • 

PreAytery  of  Mian. 

Ber.  William  Fergusson,  Ellon,  •  •  •  . 
„  John  S.  Olark,  Foreran,  .  .  •  . 
,9     James  EUnslie  Duguid,  New  Machar,    • 

Elden, 

Mr.  John  Gordon,  Parkhill, 

„   James  Fraser,  Farmer,  Overhill,  Foreran, 
„   Qeorge  Wilson  Clark,  com  merchant,  Glasgow, 

Presbytery  of  Deer, 

BeT.  James  Murdoch,  Pitsligo, 
,y     William  Paterson,  Fraserburgh, 
„     Alexander  Bisset,  Peterhead, 
„     John  Skinner,  St.  Fergus,      • 
„     William  Sutherland,  Clola,    • 

Elderi. 

Mr.  William  Ferguson  of  Kinmundy,  21  Manor 

Place,  Edinburgh, 
„   Oharles  A.  Barclay,  Aberdour  House, 
„   Bobert  Tindall,  merchant,  Fraserburgh 
„   George  Davidson,  farmer.  Old  Deer, 
„  John  M'Niven,  publisher,  Edinburgh, 
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Mr.  David   Benton,  head-master,   public  school, 
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Edward, 
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Bev.  Peter  Brown,  Portknockie, 
„     Bobert  Shanks,  Buckie, 
,,     John  Mackay,  CuUen 


„     Ebenezer  Maclean,  Fordyce,  •        • 

Elders, 

Mr.  James  Williamson,  grocer,  Banff,    . 
„   John  Morrison,  farmer.  Loan  head,  Comhill, 
„  James  Irving,  Clothier,  Portsoy, 
„   Donald  Macbeth,  shoemaker,  Buckie, 
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Mr.  John  Barclay,  slater,  Keitb,  .        .        .        .  1367    —    —  

,,   William  Andre  w,  farmer,  Brooi^fold,  Huntlj,  1367    —    —  

Captain  Camming,  Fochabers,        .        .,      .        .  1357  9    —    —  

Mr.  Wm.  Thompson,  merchant,  Thq  Sqajire,  l^eith,  2468    —    —    —    
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„     Norman  Macdonald,  Alvie,    .        •        •        .  1357  —    —    —  —    ~- 

Eldert, 
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Her.  Alexander  Robb,  Flnsearden,         .        .        .  1    3    6    7  —    11    13  15    — 

„     Donean  Colvin,  Alves,            ,        ,        •        .  __--  —    —    —  —    — 

.,     Robert  Niven,  Burghead,       .        .        .        .  2468  —    —    —  —    — 

.,      George  Gardiner,  Garmonth,         ,        .        ,  2468  9    —    —  —    18 


Elders. 

Jlr.  John  Hardy,  farmer,  Pluscarden,     .        .        ,  1367  10  —  13  —  — 

.,   William  Grant,  farmer,  Alves,         ,        .        .  2468  9  —  —  — .— 

„   William  Robertson,  chemist,  Elgin,  *      •        •  2468  —  —  —  —  — 

„   Angus  Macleod,  merchant,  Elgin,    •        .        .  2468  —  —  —  —  — 

Presbytery  of  Forres, 

Her.  WHliam  Winter.  Dyke 1    3    5    7  10  —  13  16  17 

„      Alexander  Anderson,  Edinkillie,  .        .        .  2468  —  —  —  —  — 

Elders. 

3Ir.  James  Sinclair,  farmer,  Newton  of  Damaway,  •  -3-7  10  —  —  —  — 

„    James  Garrow,  farmer,  Mnttonhole,  Elinloss,  1367  —  —  —  —  — 

Presbytery  of  Inverness, 

Berr.  Dr.  George  M 'Kay,  Inverness,       .        .        .  1367  10  —  13  —  — 

„      John  M'Tavish,  Inverness,     .        .        .        .  1    3    6    7  10  —  13  —  17 

,,      John  M*Qaeen,  Daviot,          .        .        ,        .  -367  —  —  —  —  — 

„      Hector  M'Kenxie,  Kiltarlity,         .        .        .  1367  10  ~  —  —  — 

Elders, 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  advocate,  Aberdeeii,       .        .  1357  —  11  13  —  — 
„    J.  H.   Dickson,   Granby  Terrace,  Hillhead, 

Glasgow,    .        .        .        .        .        .        .  1    3    6    7  —  11  13  —  — 

„    David  Mnnro,  accountant,  Inverness,      .        .  1    3    6    7  10  —  —  16  17 

„   Hector  M'Lean,  farmer,  Groam,  Kirkhill,       .  1367  10  —  —  —  — 

Presbytery  of  Nairn, 

Rev.  Alexander  Cameron,  Ardersier,     .        .        i  1    3    5    7  10  —  13  _  17 

,,      Alexander  Lee,  Nairn, 13-7  —  —  —  —  — 

Elders, 

Mr.  Charles  IfKissock,  farmer,  Drumine,  Petty,  1357  10  —  —  —  — 

„    WiUiftm  TonibnU,  LodgehiU,  Nairn,       .        .  13-7  —  —  —  15  17 


ZYl  ROLL  OF  HSMBER& 

Synod  of  Bobs. 

Divisions. 

Presbytery  of  Chanonry,  12845  6  7      8      9 

Rev.  John  M*Iver,  ResoUs, 1    3    5    7  10  —  13    16    — 

,,      John  Mackerchar,  Avoch,      ,        ,        •        ,  1357  —  —  13    —    — 

„      James  M^Leod,  Knockhain,  .        •        ,        .  13-7  10  —  —    —    — 

Elders, 

Mr.  John  Maclaren,  puhlisher,  Edinburgh,    ,        .  1367  —  —  —    15    — 

„    Gkorge  Browne,  Provost,  Crosshill,  Olasgow,  13-7  —  —  —    —    — 

„    Thomas  M^Colloch,  farmer,  Bulicherry,  Resolis,  1357  —  —  —    —    — 

Presbytery  of  Dingwail. 

Rev.  Andrew  Davidson  M'Kenzie,  Kilmonaok,      .  1867  —  —  —    15    — 

,,      Charles  Gordon  M'Kay,  Marvbnrgh,     .        .  1367  —  —  —    —    — 

„      Alexander  Sutherland,  Strathconon,     .        .  1357  10  —  —    —    — 

„      Dr.  John  Kennedy,  Dingwall,       .        ,        .  1    3    5    7  10  —  13    16    — 

Elders. 

Mr.  James  Siroe,  Southpark,  Fountain  Hall  Road, 

Edinburgh, 13579  11  13    —    — 

„    Wm.  Martin,  58  Nicholson  Street,  Edinburgh,  1867  —  —  —    16-- 

„    Ewen  M'Kensie,  12  Elm  Grove  Place,  Glasgow,  1357  10  —  —    —    — 
„    Angus   Macdonald,     farmer,    GUick,     Urraj, 

Beauly 1357  10  —  —    —    — 

Presbytery  of  Tain, 

Rev.  Donald  C.  M*Donald,  Kilmuir  Eastfer,  .        .  13-7  —  —  —    —    — 

„      Daniel  Forbes,  Edderton,  .     *      .  •      .  1    3    5    7  —  11  13    —    — 

.,      John  Hutcheson  Eraser,  Rosskeen.       ,        .  1367  10  —  13    —    — 

Elders* 

Mr.  William  M'Kenzie,  factor,  Ardross,  •      .        .  1367  —  —  —    —    — 
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Gharles  G.  Ross,  Berriedale, 

Donald  F.  Sage,  Keiss,  . 

Dr.  Walter  Ross  Taylor,  Thurso, 
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Eldert. 

Mr.  John  RobertKm,  watchmaker,  Wick, 
..    Daniel  Boas,  clothier,  Wick,     . 
.,   William  Bametaon,  maaon,  Thurso, 
.,   George  M*Leod,  poor  inapector,  Keay, 
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IlcT.  Alexander  M'Coll,  Lochalsh,  . 
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Mr.  Simon  W.  C.  Ganld,  hank  agent,  Lochalsh, 
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„   William  Urquhart,  teacher,  Gove,   . 
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„     Joseph  Lament,  Snixort, 
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6  8 


—    15    — 


9    11    13    —    17 
9    11    13    _    _- 

9    —    —    —    18 


Stder*. 

Mr.  Oliulei  Cowui  of  Loginbcnue,  Edinbnrgb,     , 

Dr.  John  Hoir,  phTiidnii,  J'lrjnjljurgh,    ...  2 

Hi.  Kobart  Brotobia  of  Siv.iii^.v.  Orkney,      .         ,  1 

„    JtmeiWatt,  FreoCliiit.li 'lilieca,  Edjnbiirgli,  1 

„    Jams*  Gr»j  of  Halkh.ii.l.  li^-iidaO,  Orkiitj,     .  1 

FtmibjUxT  otShatlAnd. 

(Hating  Si/nodical  poteen 

fisv.  AleundeTHBrtin,  Danrouneu,     .       ,        .       1 

„       Juneg  U.  Allan,  Yall,     .         .         .        .         .         2 

„      John  D.  Bogan,  DaUin(,       .        ,  '     ,        .        1 

Bldiri. 
Xr.  G«aree  Martin  of  Aachendoanan,    . 
Dr.  Oeoi^  Macdonuld,  Markincb,  . 
Hr.  Jamei  Berry,  opticiiin,  Aberdeen,   , 


13S«087S 


13  6  7 
13  6  7 
13    6    7 


Bysod  of  LoUiUiL  uid  TweeddRls. 
PrtAt/ttrii  a/ Bd'a^nrgh. 
Slav.  Dr.  ThomM  Main,  Edinburgli,         .  _     -     . 

„      Sir  Henry  Wellwood  Moncraiir,  Bart.,  D.li., 

Edinburgh .     «    . 

Dr.  James  Beg^,  Edinburgb,   . 
William  Meek  Fnlconer,  Edinborgli, 


„  -sorge  Maoaulay,  Kdlnbu^li, 

,,  John  M'Kwnn,  Edinburgh, 

„  Jaioeii  Hood  Wilaon,  EdinWgh,    . 

„  Hubert  GonloD,  Edinburgh,    . 

„  Georgo  Philip,  Edinburgb,      .         , 

„  Dr.  UorHtint  lloDBr,  Edmbnrgb,      , 

„  Jobn  Kelmoji,  Leith,       .         .         , 

,,  Bobert  Gordon  Balfour,  Ediaburgb, 

„  Alaiander  Gordon  Macaillivrar,  Ediabiu^li, 

„  Robert  Jobn  Saodemun,  Edinburgh, 

,,  Andrew  Ei>ny,  EdiDburgh, 

„  Gharlea  WedderhuTn,  Bilinbui^h,  , 

„  llomiui  Orcnir,  North  Leith, . 

„  Tboinu  Coohnne,  Eilinbnrgh, 

_  'Di.  Robert  Bainy,  Profoaaur  at  Churoli  E 

tory.  Ne"  CoUege,  Elinbureh, 

„  John  Duna,  Profeiaor  of  Natunil  & 

College,  Edinburgh,    .... 

„  Tbomaa  Smith,  ProfeiMir  of  Erangeliitia ' 

lofnr,  Edinburgb, 

„  Dr.  JUettoder  IVhyte,  Edinhnrgb, 

„  OharleiM'Naill,  Juniper  GiGDn,     . 

Etden. 
The  Biiibt  Hon.  ThomBa  JaLinieaoii  Boyd,  Laid  Pro- 

Tost  of  Edinburgh 

Dr,  John  HendemoD,  Provoit  of  Loitli, 
Oouniillor  Henry  Doig,  Edinburgh, 
3>r.  ThoDiaa  Grainger- Stewart,  Piwfeasoc  of  Prac- 
tice of  Phyaic,  Edinborgh  Unlrenity,  Edin. 
Dr.  James  YoiiDg,  fbysiaiiin,  Edinbnrgh,        .        , 
Mr.  Unrilooh  Rou.  banker.  Edinburgh, 
„   William  Wisliart,  morobant,  Leitb, 
„    David  C.  Mudie,  engineer,  Kdinburgh,      .        . 
„    Chnrlet  J.  Guthrie,  adiooate,  Edinburgb, 
Cant.  Dugald  Grnham,  Wardie  ArenHo,  Edinburgb, 
Ut.  Jamei  Wilkie,  U.  M.  Guette  Offloe,  Edinburgb, 
Peter  M'Naugbton,  late  roerolisnt,  Edinburgh, 
„    James  Fyfe,  I.iw  Agent  aud  Notiry  Public, 
Ediaburgh 


I 


11 

14 

IB 

17 

Ifl 

a 

- 

15 

_ 

_ 

tt 

II 

11 

13 

IR 

17 

~ 

~ 

~ 

- 

—  11  —  18  — 
9  11  M  15  — 

-  U  13  15  — 
9  —  —  —  — 
9  11  14  IS  17 

-  U  13  15  17 
9  —  —  15  17 
9  12  14  16  17 

9  11  14  IB  18 

—  11  13  10  17 


3  S    7    ■ 

4  6    0 
14    6    8 


1357  9    —    —  —  - 

13S7  10-13  —  — 

1367  fl    —    —  15  — 

1    3    H    7  -    11    13  16  17 

1467  9    —    —  IS  — 

1867  —    —    —  —  — 

1    3    5    7  —    11    13  —  17 

14    6    8 18  - 


BOLL  OF  MEMBBBB. 


XIX 


DlVISIONB. 
12    3    4     6      6      7 


8      9 


Mr.  John  Rae,  merchant,  Edinburgh, 
John  Moffat,  graxier,  Edinburgh, 
John  Jamxeson,  merchant,  Edmborgh,     . 
James  M.  Comer,  wood  engraTer,  Edinburgh, 
Darid  Robertson,  merchant,  Leith, . 
Robert  Simpson,  builder,  Edinburgh, 
William  Johnstone,  surveyor,  Edinburgh 
Murdoch  Campbell,  Moray  House,  Edinburgh, 
Thomas  Dishington,  Lark  Villa,  Trinity,  eSxd, 
William  DaTidson,  merchant,  Edinburgh, 


»i 


»» 


»« 


5» 


>» 


W 


2 
1 
2 
2 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1 


Prabytery  of  Linlithgow. 


»♦ 


»» 


«i 


Rer.  Alexander  Luke,  Uphall,        .... 

Alexander  Pateraon,  Bainsford,  Falkirk 

Daniel  Wilson,  Borrowstounness,  . 

James  Anderson,  Polmont,     .... 

James  Koy,  Armadale,  Bathgate,   . 
„    James  Forrest,  Harthill,  Whitbum, 

Mr.  Alexander  Brown,  blaokimith,  Lennie  Park, 
Corstorphine,      ...... 

Tliomas  Chalmers,  paper-manufacturer.  Long- 
croft,  Linlithgow, 

Hugh  Macpherson,  merchant.  Grangemouth,  . 

Henry  Cadell,  of  Grange,  Bo  ness,    . 

Thomas  Newton,  gardener,  Madiston,  Lin- 
lithgow,       

Bobert  Bobertaon,  ironmonger,  Bathgate, 


1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 


4 
3 

4 

4 


4 
3 
4 
4 


3 
3 
3 
4 
3 
4 


If 


»» 


>* 


1    3 

-    3 
1    3 


1 
1 


3 
3 


Prubytery  of  Bigyar  and  Peebles. 

Ber.  Colin  A.  Bannatyne,  Coulter, 
n    David  Mitchell,  Kirkurd,       .... 

Eld€r$. 


1 
1 


3 
3 


Mr.  William  Waugh,  farmer,  St.  John's  Kirk,  1 

n  Ui,  Bobert  Froudfoot.  joiner,  Blythbridge,     .       1 

Pretbytcry  of  Dalkeith, 

Be?.  Peter  Tule,  Temple  and  Carrington, 
,,  John  Farquhar  Blacrae,  Coolroen,  . 
„  Neil  Duncan  Maclachlan,  Dalkeith, 
r,    John  Charles  Grant,  Loanhead, 

Eldere. 

Mr.  Robert  Kitchin,  builder,  Bonnyrisg, 

Chsrlea  William  Cowan,  Valleyfield,  Penicuik, 

Andrew  I>onald,  farmer,  Spittal,  Penicuik,     . 

John  Fowler  Kemp,  The  Parsonage  House, 

Mnsselborgh, 


1 
2 
2 
2 


«» 


>» 


1 
2 
1 


3 
3 


3 
4 
4 

4 


4 

4 


6  8  —  —  —  — 

-  7  —  U  14  — 
6  8  9  —  —  15 

-  8  —  —  —  16 


-  8    — 

5  7- 

6  8    — 
6  8    — 


11    13    15    — 

—  —    15    — 

—  -    —    18 


6  7 

5  7 

-  7 

-  7 

6  8 


-  7 
5  7 

5  - 

-  7 

6  - 


5  7 

6  7 


6    7 
6    7 


-  —  13  — 
9  11  14  — 
9    11    13    15 


17 
18 


9    —    — 
-    11    14 


_    —    13    —    — 


-    11    13    16    17 
9    —    —    16    17 


6  7 

6  8 

6  8 

G  8 


9  —  14  15 

9  —  —  — 

9  12  14  — 

9  —  —  — 


1    3 


6    7    —    —    —    — 


7 
7 
8 
8 

7 


Presbytery  of  Haddington  and  Dunbar. 

Ber.  John  Hamilton  Howaon,  Dirleton,  .  13- 

,1    David  Alexander  Beattie,  Garvald,         .        .  13    6 

M    Colin  Sinclair  Murray,  Salton,        .        .        .  2    4    6 

>•    John  Stevens  Miller,  Humbie,        .  .  2    4    6 

»*    James  Mattiiew,  Haddington,        .  .  13- 

Slden. 

Xr.  Al<>xander  Soott,  farmer,  Beanston  Mains,  -    3 

n  James  Cochrane,  farmer,  Chesters,  .  13 

ti  Doncan  Bobertaon,  farmer,  Samudaton  Mains,  1    3 

i>  John  Piaienon,  joiner,  Fbla,  •  1    3    -    - 

».  Qaome  Biid,  Uadtamith,  Haddington,    .  13-7 


9    11    14    15    — 
9    12    14    15    — 

Z    17 


^    7    —    —    —    —    — 


BOLL  OF  mSMBKlia 


Synod  of  Hene  and  Teviotdale. 


»> 


Presbytery  of  Dunse  and  Chimside, 

Rot.  Thomas  "Wright,  Swinton, 

Adam  Spence,  Houndwood,    . 

John  MUler,  Dunse,         .... 

George  Taylor,  Longformacus, 

Elders. 

Mr.  John  Pnrres,  clothier,  Swinton, 
„   John  S.  Bertram,  fanner,  GransbawH, 
„   John  J.  Fulton,  blacksmith,  Auchencrow, 
„   Jasper  Aitcheson,  merchant  Dunse, 


12    8 


1 
1 
2 
2 


Prtfibytery  of  KeUo, 


Bev.  William  Bobertson  Nicoll,  Kelso,  . 

Alexander  Stuart  M^Tavish,  Morebattle, 
Norman  Macpherson,  Yetholm, 


9> 


2 
1 
2 


1 
2 


Elders. 

Mr.  %yilliam  Stoddart,  missionary,  Kelso, 
„   Jonathan  Melrose,  writer,  Coldstream, 
„  Peter  Logan,  merchant,  Kelso, 


1 
2 
1 


PreAyiery  of  Jedburgh, 


Rev.  John  A.  Smith,  Newcastleton, 

William  A.  P.  Johnman,  Hawick, . 
T.  S.  Anderson,  Crailing, 


1 
1 
2 


Elders. 

Mr.  Robert  Wilson,  lime  merchant,  Newcastleton, 
„  George   Blaikie,  one   of   the  magistrates   of 
Hi 


»> 


[awick, 
James  Gray,  Kalemouth  House,  Crailing, 


PreAytery  of  Sdkirk. 


Rev.  Robert  Sanders,  Melrose,        .... 

„    John  Mitchell,  Lauder, 

„    William  Steven,  Selkirk,        .... 
,»   Robert  Birkett,  Ettrick,         .       .       .        . 

Elders. 

Mr.    Thomas    Ballantyne,     inspector     of    poor, 

Melrose, 

„  Robert  Richardson,  junior  magistrate,  Lauder, 
„  Robert  Scott,  farmer,  Philiphaugh,  Selkirk,  . 
„  Thomas  Elliott,  teacher,  Ladyside,  Ettrick,     . 


1 
2 
1 
2 


3 
3 
4 
4 


5 
5 


6 
6 


3 
4 


6 
6 


-36 


3 
4 
3 


4 
3 
4 


3 
4 
3 
4 


6 
6 


6 
5 
6 


Divisions. 

4      6      6      7 


8 


7 
8 
8 


8 

7 


9 
9 
9 
9 


.—    15    17 
13    16    — 


9    —    —    —    — 


7 
8 


7     9 — 

7    ^    -    —    -    - 


8 
7 
8 


9 
9 


1367      91113    —    — 
2468-    —    —    —    17 


1-6-      912    14    —    — 


2468     9    —    —    16    — 


5 
6 


8 
7 
8 


—    —    13    16    — 


Synod  of  iDunfMeB. 
Presbytery  of  Lockerbie. 


Rev.  Alexander  W.  Milne,  Canonbie, 
Walter  Smith,  Halfmorton,    . 
Alexander  D.  Campbell,  Lockerbie, 
Kenneth  Moody-Stuart,  Moffat, 


•f 

99 


»I 


Elders. 


Mr.  Robert  Hadden,  blacksmith,  Moffat, 
„   David    Mundle,    roadman,     Beetonhall,    by 
Canonbie,  ....... 

,,   William  Brockie,  joiner,  Lockerbie, 
„   John     Anderson,    farmer,    Wysebyhil   (near 
Eoclefechan), 


2468  —  —  —  —  — 

1367  —  -  —  —  — 

1357  —  —  —  15  — 

1  3  5  7  —  12  14  16  17 


1357  —  -  —  —  — 

13-.  ______ 

1367 — 


13-- 


ROLL  OP  lOEUBBRS.  XXI 

Divisions. 
Prabytery  of  Dumfiiea.  12346     67     89 


£6?.  Robert  Smith,  Goraook, 
Jameg  Pollock,  Du^core, 
Jamea  Qibion,  Kirknatrick-Dorham, 
John  H.  Thomson,  Hightae,  ... 
WOlUm  D.    Thomson,   Lochend  and  New- 
AbW,       ...... 

JamM  I^eer,  Dnmfriei, 


fi 

n 


1367  9  —  —    —  - 

1367  —  11  13—  — 

1    3    6    7  10  11  13    16  — 

13-7  9  —  —    16  — 

2468  9  12  14    —  — 


Elder$. 

Mr.  John  NeUon,  merchant,  Eirkpatrick-Dnrham,  13    6    7  9  11  13  15  — 

„  Robert  Kirkpatrick,  coal  agent,  Auldgirth,      .  1357  —  —  —  —  — 

„  ProTott  Gillies,  wood  merchant,  Maxweltown,  1357  10  —  —  —  — 

„  John  Gordon  Brown,  Lochanhead,   .                .  ____  —  —  _  —  — 

„  Robert  Johnston,  Lockerbie,    .        ,        .        .  1367  —  —  —  —  — 

„  John  Callander,  grocer,  Damfries,   .        .       .  13--  —  —  —  —  — 

Prabytery  ofPenj^onJU 

Rev.  Sterenaon  Smith,  Sanquhar,  .        .               ,  13-7  —  —  —  —  — 

„    DaTid  Black,  Penpont, l_6-9_  —  _  — 

Mr.  John  M'Nay,  droggiBt,  Thomhill,    .  1357  —  —  —  —  — 

„  John  Mitchell,  Broomneld  Bank,  Glenoairn,  .  13    57  —  —  —  —  — 


Synod  of  Galloway. 

Prethytery  of  Stranraer. 

ReT.  Robert  Gladstone,  Kirkcolm 1357    —  —  —  15  — 

„     G.  P.  EobertBon,  Stoneykirk,         .        .  2468      9  —  —  —  18 

„     Alexander  Waxrack,  Leswalt,  24689  —  —  —  17 

„     Geoige  Wilson,  Glenlnoe,       .        .  24689  —  —  15  — 

Elder$, 

BIr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  merchant,  Glasgow  .  .  1367  9  —  —  15  18 
„  Alexander  H.    M 'Glean,   £armer,    Auchneel, 

Leswalt, 2468    —  —  —  —  — 

„  William    M*£wing,     farmer,     Auchnotrooh, 

Leswalt, 1367    —  -.  —  —  ^ 

„  D»Tid  Frederick^  of  Gass,         .                .  2468    —  —  —  —  — 

Pretbyitry  of  Wi^/tovm. 

ReT.  James  Thomson,  Port-William.      .       .  2468     9—  —  —  ~ 

„    William  Stiachan,  Newton-Stewart  2468      9  —  14—  — 

„    James  Gorrie,  Sorbie, 2    4689  12  —  —  — 

Rdera. 

Mr.  Thomas  Mnrzay,  ProTost  of  Wigtown,     .  24-8    —  —  —  —  — 

..  John  M.  M'Candlish,  W.8.,  Edinburgh,  .  2468    —  —  —  —  — 

M  Archibald  Hewat,  actnaxy,  Glasgow,        .        .  2468      9  —  —  —  — 

PrtAytery  of  Kirlccudbright, 

Rer.  George  Lawrie.  Gastle-Douglas,      .       .       .  2    4    6    8     9  12  14  15  — 

„     Alexander  Marshall,  Kirkcudbright,      .        .  2468      9  12  14  —  — 

t,     Peter  Fisher,  Longland,          .        .        .  24689-—  —  — 

EldtTS, 

Mr.  Matthew  Fairley,  merchant,  Glasgow      ,        ,  24    6-    —  —  —  —  — 

„  John  Lawson,  iron  merchant,  Glasgow    .  2    4    6    8      9  12  14  15  18 

»  John  Drybrougb,  16  Ooates  Crescent,  Edin.     ,  ,24-, 8. 9  —  —  —  ^ 


XXll 


BOLL  OF  mnniFiw. 


PrtiinfUnf  of  Ayr. 

Ber.  Andrew  H.  Cowu,  Troon, 
Neil  Lmngitoii,  Stair,    . 
James  &  HDonald,  Oelultree, 
Andrew  Bowmad,  Wallacetown, 
John  M*fipnii»ii|  CroMhill, 
Robert  H.  Arlniekie,  Kirkoewald, 
Jamee  Claris,  Dabymple, 
'William  AnderaoD,  Tarbolion, 

„     Thmnae  H.  Lang,  Ayr,   . 


(Bmisovaadlyr. 


DinsiOBS. 

1SS466T8      9 


>» 
»» 
»» 
»» 

»» 


JEZ(2er& 

Mr.  Jamea  RaHer,  joiner,  Troon,    . 

'William  Niabet,  farmer.  Stair, 

William  Gnnie,  retired  merchant,  Ochiltree, 

Bobert  Miller,  bootmaker,  Ayr. 

Matthew  Allan,  farmer,  Tarbolton, . 

William  Meikle,  retired  merchant,  Wallace- 
town,  Ayr,         •        .        .        .        • 

Darid  Maclagan,  C.A.,  9  Bojal  Circna,  Edin. 

John  Bobertoott,  retired  merchant,  Barnes 
Street,  Ayr,    .  .... 

Duncan  Grant,  merchant,  Ayr, 


>9 


»» 


1» 


»9 


PrtAytery  of  Irthu. 


Ber. 


9f 
ft 
$9 
f9 
9» 


James  Maxwell,  Kilmanrs, 

Joseph  Forrest,  Sterenston, 

Adam  Maxwell,  Gabton, 

Thomas  Fowler,  London, 

John  Innes  Wright  Pollock,  Manchline 

James  Clogston,  Stewarton, 

John  Connel,  Dreghom, 

Bobert  SeUar  Macawilay,  Irvine, 

William  Beid,  Hnrlf  ord, 

William  Clow,  Kilmarnock, 

Elden. 

Mr.  James  Barr,  farmer,  Castlehill,  Sterenston, 
James  I^eggat,  farmer.  West  Ashyard,  Hurl 

fordf  .        •       .       • 
Wilson  Paterson,  farmer,  Templehill,  London 
Edward  M^Ewan.  manufacturer,  Manchline, 
John  Stevenson.  Whitlie,  Stewarton, 
William  Gray,  fanner,  Fencedyke,  Irvine, 
QeoTze  Panlm,  ex-rector  of  Irvine  Academy 

Irvine, 

Andrew  Miller,  manufacturer,  Hurlf ord, 
William  Ijndsay,  farmer,  Craigends,  Fenwick, 
Thomas   Cuthbertson,  junior.  Myrtle   Bank, 

Kilmarnock, 


99 

t» 
»t 
*> 
9» 

9* 
•  » 

99 


1    3 


1 
1 


3 
3 

-  4 
1    - 

-  3 


Prabytery  of  Paisley. 


Rev. 


»« 

»9 

99 
99 
9» 


John  Bussell,  Lochwinnoch,  . 
William  Young,  Barrhead,  . 
Dr.  John  Thomson,  Paisley,  . 
Andrew  M'Turk,  Inchinnan,  . 
WUIiam  M*Indoe,  Poislev,  . 
Thomas  Carruthers,  Bridge  of  Weir, 

Elders, 


2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 


Mr.  John  Williamson,  bleacher,  Calderbank,  Loch- 
winnoch,     

„   William  Fairweather,  gas  manager,  Craighends, 
Barrhead,  •••••.. 
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PROCEEDINGS  MD  DEBATES 


OF  THE 


GOERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  FREE  CHURCH 

OF  SCOTLAND. 


THURSDAY,  MAY  19,  1881. 

Tbi  Commissionert  elected  as  members  of  the  General  Assembly  appointed  to  be 
held  this  day  conyened,  and  after  public  worship  and  sermon  by  Dr.  Thomas  Main^ 
Modentor  of  last  Assembly,  who  preached  from  2  Corinthians  r.  13-15,  "For 
vbether  we  be  beside  ourselves,  it  is  to  God ;  or  whether  we  be  sober,  it  is  for  your 
ame :  for  the  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us ;  because  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one 
died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead ;  and  that  He  died  for  all,  that  they  which  liye  should 
Dot  hcDceforth  lire  unto  themseWes,  but  unto  Him  which  died  for  them,  and  rose 
igun,"  ihe  Assembly  was  constituted. 
Thereafter  the  roll  was  adjusted. 

SLKCTION  OF  MODKRATOB. 

Dr.  MAIN  said — Fathers  and  Brethren,  the  duties  that  devolved  on  me  as  Mode- 
ntor of  last  General  Assembly  have  now  come  to  a  close,  but  one  thing  remains^ 
^,  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  nominating  my  successor.  Before  proceeding  to  do 
80.  allow  me  to  renew  the  expression  of  my  deep  sense  of  the  great  kindness  in  the 
lu)QODrtbat  was  conferred  upon  me.  On  a  day  like  this,  when  Disruption  memories 
ire  stirring,  and  Disruption  impulses  are  throbbing  within  us,  how  can  we  fail  to 
real,  with  glowing  gratitude  to  God,  that  brilliant  galaxy  of  extraordinary  men 
vho  then  adorned  this  ancient  capital  ?  I  will  not  say  that  God  lent  them  to  us, 
forthit  are  we] — but  rather  that  God  raised  them  up  for  Himself  to  maintain  His 
<>vn  came,  and  who  have  left  us  a  noble  heritage.  Nor  among  the  influences  that 
poverfally  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  at  that  eventful  period  is  it 
possible  to  forget  that,  while  men  of  highest  saintliness  were  to  be  found  in  our  rural 
panshes,  in  almost  all  our  leading  towns  she  was  represented  by  men  who  were  well 
fitted  to  maintain  her  cause  and  advance  her  interests.  In  regard  to  such  towns  as 
I^VDiries  and  Stirling,  Dundee  and  Montrose,  the  Church  has  shown  herself  alive  to 
Iter  lease  of  obligation,  and  no  doubt  Perth  and  other  towns  would  have  shared  the 
boDoor  had  not  death,  as  we  think,  prematurely  interposed.  Of  such  honour  a 
dooble  share  has  fallen  to  the  town  of  Greenock.  At  the  Disruption  period  the  then 
nebeit  benefice  in  the  Church  was  held  by  one  of  her  ministers — a  man  who  was  the 
▼erj  loal  of  honour.  No  one  dreamt  of  his  failing  in  the  day  of  trial.  So  long  as 
the  memory  of  the  Disruption  lasts  the  name  of  Dr.  Patrick  M'Farlan  will  be  held 
ia  adxairing  recoUection  ;  and  now,  after  the  distance  of  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
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3  THB  moderator's  OPENING  ADDRESS. 

ceniory,  the  eyes  of  the  Charch  have  again  turned  to  the  town  of  Greenock.  To 
make  mention  of  the  name  of  Dr.  William  Laaghton — (applause) — is  to  name  a  man 
of  clear  perception,  calm  judgment,  sterling  integrity,  and  moral  worth.  In  his 
student  days  he  formed  one  of  a  group  who  have  left  their  mark  on  the  history  of 
the  Charch,  and  he  left  the  Divinity  Hall  with  the  reputation  of  a  man  of  scholai^ 
ship  familiar  with  the  original  tongues  of  Scripture — a  man  of  caltore,  and,  better 
far  than  all,  a  man  of  godliness.  All  life  through  he  has  maintained  his  student 
habits,  adding  to  his  stores  of  knowledge,  especially  in  his  own  department,  so  that 
he  has  earned  for  himself  the  character  of  an  erudite  and  accomplished  divine.  It 
was,  therefore,  with  peculiar  propriety  that  the  Church  appointed  him  to  the  con- 
veuership  of  the  College  Committee,  in  which  he  has  rendered  most  valuable  service. 
As  a  minister  of  Clirist  he  has  been  faithful  and  diligent  and  devoted.  He  has 
gathered  around  him  a  large  and  loving  flock,  who  have  shared  his  continuous  and 
unbroken  services  for  the  lengthened  period  of  forty-two  years,  enshrined  In  the 
affections  of  his  people,  and  held  in  high  estimation  by  the  entire  community.  Pos- 
sessed of  great  weight  of  character,  I  commend  him  with  great  satisfaction  as  in 
every  way  worthy  of  the  honour,  and  with  perfect  confidence  that  he  will  fulfil  with 
dignity  and  impartiality  (he  duties  of  the  chair.     (Applause.) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said— It  is  usual  for  some  one  to  second  the  motion 
for  the  appointment  of  Moderator,  and  we  have  great  reason,  and  with  much  sorrow, 
to  regret  that  the  member  who  was  accustomed  to  do  so  for  years  (the  Earl  of  Kin- 
tore)  is  now  no  longer  here.  In  these  circumstances,  I  feel  myself  called  upon,  and 
have  special  pleasure,  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Laughtpn,  in  doing  so,  to  second  the  motion. 

The  nomination  having  been  put  from  the  chair  it  was  agreed  to  unanimously. 
Dr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Begg,  and  Dr.  Elder  then  withdrew,  and  intimated  to  Dr.  Laughton 
the  desire  of  the  Assembly  that  he  should  occupy  the  Moderator's  chair.  On  the 
Moderator  appearing  in  the  hall,  preceded  by  the  oCBcer,  Mr.  Britton,  the  members 
rose  to  their  feet 

THE  MODERATOR'S  OPENING  ADDRESS. 

The  MODERATOR  then  said— Fathers  and  Brethren,— I  have  to  thank  yon 
very  warmly  for  tlie  honour  you  have  conferred  upon  me  by  calling  me  to  occupy  the 
chair  of  this  Assembly.  I  cannot  but  be  gratified  by  such  an  expression  of  your 
confidence.  At  the  same  time,  the  gratification  I  feel  is  materially  modified  and 
restrained,  by  the  consciousness  of  my  own  defects,  and  a  deep  sense  of  the  respon- 
sibility attaching  to  my  present  position.  It  does  not,  perhaps,  become  me  standing 
here  to  question  the  wisdom  of  your  choice.  Yet  I  cannot  forget  that  there  are 
brethren  of  my  own  standing,  who  have  rendered  far  more  distinguished  services  to 
the  Church,  and  may  justly  be  regarded  as  better  entitled  to  the  honour  she  has  to 
bestow  1  feel  as  if  I  owed  an  apology  to  those  honoured  and  beloved  brethren  for 
consenting  to  take  precedence  of  them  on  this  occasion.  But  while  feeling  how  little 
claim  I  have  to  the  honour  of  the  chair,  I  have  not  felt  myself  at  liberty,  in  the 
circumstances,  to  decline  the  burden  which  it  entails.  And  now,  as  you  have  placed 
me  here,  I  shall  endeavour,  with  divine  help,  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office 
with  all  fidelity,  and  I  confidently  look  to  yon  for  the  necessary  support  in  preserving 
order,  in  vindic^iting  freedom  of  debate,  and  in  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  Housj 
and  of  the  chair. 

Fathers  and  Brethren,  at  every  new  Assembly  we  have  solemn  memories  of  the 
past,  as  well  as  anxious  thoughts  for  the  future.  Those  of  us  who  can  look  back  to 
the  Disruption,  who  were  privileged  to  take  a  part,  however  humble,  in  that  great 
movement,  and  of  sitting  as  members  of  the  first  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church, 
cannot  but  have  a  lively  impression  of  the  changes  which  have  passed  over  ns  since 
then.  How  different  the  aspect  of  our  Assembly,  not  only  as  regards  its  place  of 
meeting  and  external  surroundings,  but  still  more  as  regards  its  membership,  tho^e 
who  fill  its  benches,  those  who  occupy  its  seats  of  oflice  and  authority,  those  who 
^ide  its  counsels  and  take  an  active  part  in  its  debates.  Tear  after  year,  brethren 
in  the  ministry  and  in  the  eldership,  with  whom  we  have  been  long  familisr,  have 
gone  from  the  midst  of  ns,  to  join  a  nobler  assembly,  we  trusty  and  to  serve  the 
Master  in  a  higher  sphere.  Of  those  who  have  been  removed  by  death  since  last 
Assembly,  let  me  refer  briefly  to  a  few  names  well  known  amongst  ns. 
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Dr.  John  Brace,  of  Edinbargh,  has  passed  away  in  a  good  old  age,  the  father  of 
Ike  Free  Chorch — a  great  and  venerable  name  to  those  who  remember  him  in  his 
prime,  And  who  in  their  yoathful  days  felt  the  influence  of  his  vigorous  intellect  and 
most  original  mind.  To  most  here,  indeed,  his  is  but  the  shadow  of  a  great  name, 
for  lie  has  long  been  withdrawn  from  public  life ;  but  in  the  days  of  his  strength  he 
held  no  inferior  pUce  among  the  great  preachers  who  then  occupied  the  pulpits  of 
this  dty.  He  took  little  part  indeed  in  the  public  business  of  the  Church,  and 
dedined  to  occupy  this  chair.  The  pulpit  was  his  chosen  sphere,  and  to  the  work  of 
tke  pulpit  he  devoted  himself  with  singular  assiduity  and  success,  never  more  in  bin 
element  than  when  expounding  the  Word  of  Ood,  and  holding  forth  the  gospel  of 
His  grace  with  a  freshness  and  originality  which  never  failed  to  interest,  and  at  the 
mme  time  with  an  e&mestness  and  fervour  eminently  fitted  to  impress  and  convince 
kii  hearers. 

The  name  of  Dr.  John  Roxburgh,  one  of  my  predecessors  in  this  chair,  was  long 
^miliar  to  us — a  man  full  of  ardour  and  enthusiasm  in  every  department  of  minis- 
terial work.     Beginning  his  ministry  in  Dundee,  he  was  ultimately  settled  in  Qla^gow 
u  minister  of  Free  St.  John's  congregation — originally  formed  by  Dr.  Chalmers  on 
tbe  footing  of  a  great  territorial  Mission  Church,  and  afterwards  under  the  pastoral 
care  foceessively  of  Dr.  Patrick  H'Farian  and  Dr.  Thomas  Brown.     Dr.  Roxburgh 
profed  himself  worthy  of  such  distinguished  predecessors.     By  his  pulpit  power, 
koldifig  together  ttiat  large  and  influential  congregation,  and  at  the  same  time 
throwing  himself  with  characteristic  energy  into  the  mission  work  in  which  it  had 
been  all  along  engaged.     No  man  was  better  fitted  to  act  as  convener  of  the 
AMembly's  Home  Mission  Committee,  an  office  which  he  held  for  several  years. 
Impaired  health  too  soon  deprived  the   Church  of  his  invaluable   services.     Fur 
leTersl  years  he  has  been  withdrawn  from  active  life,  and  now  he  rests  from  his  labours. 
There  are  other  Disruption  ministers,  recently  deceased,  and  more  or  less  known 
to  most  of  ns;  of  whom  1  may  mention  Mr.  Norman  M'Leod,  of  Trumisgarry,  and 
Xr  David  Wilson,  Fullarton,  Irvine — brethren    who  did  not  court  notoriety,  but 
perMTered   with   steadfastness   and    consistency   in   their   immediate   spheres  of 
dotj,  having  each  finished  where  each  of  them   began,  a  prolonged  and  faithful 
mintitry  of  between  forty  and  fifty  years.     Dr.  Calms,  of  Melbourne,  formerly  of 
Copsr,  though  ending  his  days  in  the  other  hemisphere,  cannot  be  forgotten  by  his 
brethren  at  home.     He  did  a  great  work  in  the  land  of  his  adoption.     The  position 
vbich  Fresbyterianism  now  holds  in  the  great  centre  of  Australian  wealth  and 
infloeace  is  doe  in  no  small  measure  to  the  pulpit  gifts,  high  character,  and  inde- 
finable energy  of  Dr.  Cairns.     Of  post-Disruption  ministers  who  have  died  since 
lilt  Assembly,  let  me  just  mention  the  names  of  Mr.  Qeorge  Charles,  of  Stranraer; 
Ur.Comrie, of  Carnoustie;  and  Mr.  Ireland,  of  Portobello— brethren  who  have  been 
ia  the  ministry  more  than  thirty  years,  well   known  to  many  here,  and  highly 
esteemed  for  their  work's  sake  in  their  respective  localities. 

Of  elders  aecustomed  to  sit  in  our  General  Assembly  who  have  died  during 
the  past  year,  the  first  whose  name  will  occur  to  all  of  us  is  the  late  Earl 
of  Kintore.  His  rank  could  not  but  attract  notice  here,  and  give  him  prominence. 
Hot  it  was  his  Christian  character,  his  earnest  piety,  his  ardent  zeal,  his  catholic 
•pirit  which  secured  for  him  our  highest  regard  and  esteem.  Not  ashamed  to 
own  Christ  in  the  higher  circles  of  society,  to  which,  by  birth,  he  belonged,  he 
via  as  little  ashamed  to  own  his  brethren  in  Christ,  however  different  their 
pbee  in  the  social  scale.  We  shall  long  miss  that  frank  expression  of  opinion,  that 
StterDos  tone,  and  courteous  demeanour  which  were  so  characteristic  of  him.  It 
Mens  but  yesterday  that  we  saw  him  in  his  nsual  place ;  we  thought  we  were  to 
bate  him  long  among  us ;  but  such  was  not  the  Master's  will.  He  has  suddenly 
csUed  His  servant,  saying :  "  Come  np  higher."  There  are  other  elders,  members 
of  imembly  recently  removed  by  death — Mr.  John  Harvey,  of  Stirling,  who  sat  for 
Bisy  years  in  this  House,  and  who  was  well  known  as  taking  an  active  and  Intel li- 
gou  part  in  its  business ;  and  Mr.  George  Logan,  Berwickshire,  who  entered  the 
AmemUy  more  recently,  but  whose  Christian  character,  combined  with  no  ordinary 
Bettare  of  ability  and  sound  judgment,  was  already  securing  for  him  an  influentia' 
potition.  It  is  men  such  as  these,  such  elders  and  office-bearers,  who  form  the  very 
bsekbone  of  the  Chorch,  invaluable  in  aiding  its  councils  and  managing  its  afftiirs. 
^e  bave  to  thank  Qod  that  there  are  many  such  men  still  spared  to  us,  while  we 
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cannot  bnt  mourn  the  premature  removal  of  brethren  bo  justly  esteemed.  I  cannot 
concluiie  these  brief  notices  without  referriut^  to  one  who,  though  not  a  member  of 
this  House,  had  an  official  connection  wiih  it  of  a  most  important  kind.  Mr. 
Alexander  Slocks  was  well  known  to  every  one,  and  by  all  of  ua  regarded  with  very 
peculiar  feelings  of  respect,  of  confidence,  and  of  atlachment^-one  of  these  loyal 
natures,  ever  alive  to  the  claims  of  duty  and  the  obligations  binding  between  m^n 
and  man.  I  need  not  say  with  what  exactnet>8  and  fidelity  he  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  office.  As  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Church,  in  a  public  and  honourable  position 
for  so  mauy  years,  you  will  all  agree  with  me  he  is  worthy  of  grateful  remembrance. 

I  have  been  referring  to  changes  in  the  ministry  and  the  eldership,  but  there 
are  other  changes  to  which  a  Church  is  liable,  not  so  obvious,  gradual  in  their  pro- 
gress, and  often  unnoticed  in  their  beginning,  yet  in  their  issues,  it  may  be,  most 
momentous.  In  the  case  of  every  Church  there  are  elements  operating  from  within 
and  without  which  are  continually  tending  to  modify  or  alter  the  spirit  by  which  it 
is  actuated,  the  position  it  occupies,  and  the  influence  it  exerts.  How  it  fares  in 
this  respect  with  the  Free  Church  is  a  question  which  must  often  occur  to  thoughtful 
minds.  Thirty-eight  years  have  elapsed  since  the  Free  Church,  renouncing  the 
privileges  and  emoluments  of  State  connection,  took  up  its  new  position  as  a  witness 
to  the  truth  of  God  in  some  of  its  most  vital  bearings.  After  the  lapse  of  so  long  a 
period  is  there  any  material  change  in  our  position  and  prospects?  Are  we  the 
^ame  still  as  regards  our  spirit,  our  principles,  the  ground  we  occupy,  and  the  stead- 
fastness with  which  we  maintain  it]  The  question  naturally  occurs  and  occasions 
no  little  anxiety  to  some  of  the  Church's  best  and  most  earnest  members — apt 
indeed  to  be  looked  at  and  hastily  answered  in  a  too  desponding  spirit — but  one 
which  assuredly  deserves  serious  consideration.  To  give  anything  like  a  full  and 
adequate  answer  to  the  question  I  have  now  stated,  even  though  I  thought  myself 
competent  for  the  task,  would  occupy  much  more  time  than  I  have  now  at  command. 
To  attempt  to  answer  it,  indeed,  would  be  little  less  than  presumption  on  my  part, 
considering  how  many  there  are  in  this  Assembly  better  qualified  to  do  so.  I  may 
▼enture,  however,  to  suggest  briefly  some  considerations  which  ought  to  be  taken 
into  account,  if  we  would  estimate  aright  the  changes  which  have  passed,  or  are 
passing,  over  the  Church  to  which  we  belong,  some  fitted  to  allay  undue  apprehen* 
sion  or  discouragement,  and  some  to  set  us  on  our  guard  against  real  dangers. 

In  the  first  place,  to  institute  a  direct  comparison  between  the  present  and  the 
past  of  our  experience  as  a  Church,  without  making  allowance  for  the  very  peculiar 
circumstances  which  characterised  the  outset  of  our  history,  can  lead  to  nothing  but 
erroneous  conclusions.  Those  who  can  look  back  to  the  early  years  of  the  Free 
Church  have  a  lively  remembrance  of  the  ardour  and  enthusiasm  by  which  they  were 
marked — the  prevailing  spirit  of  love  and  brotherly  co-operation — all  knit  together 
by  common  principles  and  sympathies,  no  efi'ort  spared,  no  sacrifice  grudged,  no 
difficulty  that  could  not  be  faced  and  overcome.  There  were  evidences  of  spiritual 
life  in  the  Church  at  that  period  of  a  very  remarkable  kind,  such  as  that  generation 
had  never  before  witnessed,  and  such  as  have  scarcely  been  witnessed  in  later  years. 
If  the  period  immediately  preceding  the  Disruption  was  a  time  of  much  anxiety, 
that  which  followed  was  marked  by  such  success  as  far  exceeded  the  most  sanguine 
expectations.  It  is  not  surprising  that  many  who  remember  all  this  are  apt  to  give 
way  to  feelings  of  despondency,  when  they  look  at  the  Free  Church  as  it  now 
appears  after' the  thirty-eight  years  of  its  chequered  history.  It  seems  to  them  to* 
changed,  and  changed,  they  think,  only  for  the  worse.  They  would  write  upon  it 
"  Ichabod  " — nothing  for  it  in  the  future  but  decadence  and  decay.  But  such  a 
judgment  is  rash  and  unwarrantable.  We  are  forgetting  the  extraordinary  circum- 
stances of  that  memorable  period  to  which  we  naturally  look  back  with  fond  reg^t 
The  prodigious  impulse  received  at  the  outset  was  such  as,  in  the  very  nature  of  the 
thing,  could  not  be  permanently  maintained,  and  still  less  repeated  or  renewed  at  a 
subsequent  period.  It  was  under  conditions  altogether  extraordinary  and  exceptional 
that  our  Church  commenced  its  career.  The  enthusiasm  and  success  which  char- 
acterised our  early  years  were  no  less  exceptional.  It  was  to  be  ^pected  that  the 
first  impulse  would  gradually  subside,  and  the  subsequent  experience  of  the  Church 
fall  to  a  more  ordinary  level.  The  history  of  the  Christian  Church  in  all  ages,  more 
especially  of  the  greatest  movements  in  it  of  spiritual  life  and  energy,  exhibits  such 
constant  alternations,  such  a  successive  ebb  and  flow,  as  might  have  led  as  to  anti- 
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«iptte  something  of  oar  aetaal  experience  in  this  respect.  The  very  height  of  our 
•access,  as  we  look  back  upon  it,  makes  the  subsequent  receding  of  the  tide  more 
cbnoos,  and  so,  to  those  who  love  our  cause,  more  distressing.  Undoubtedly  it  was 
to  be  expected  in  some  measure ;  some  such  change  was  to  be  looked  for  in  the  very 
nitnre  of  things.  As  regards  any  spiritual  decay  or  declension  through  remissueus, 
or  Vint  of  fidelity  on  our  part,  we  cannot  fail  to  see  that  success  brings  with  it 
dingers  of  this  kind  to  Churches  as  well  as  to  individuals.  The  extraordinary 
Mceeas  of  the  Free  Church  during  the  first  period  of  its  history,  surprising  to  our- 
£«lTes,  was  still  more  surprising  to  the  outside  world.  They  looked  on  it  with 
istonishmenU  P.diticians  were  alarmed  ;  some  spoke  against  ub,  some  applauded 
at:  at  all  events,  we  attracted  much  notice.  Here  was  our  danger — the  suare  to 
vbich  we  were  exposed — the  begetting  in  us  of  a  8elf-con6dent  and  vainglorious 
»piht.  Assuredly  we  did  not  altogether  escape  the  snare,  and  to  that  we  must  trace, 
in  some  meaaare, subsequent  evils,  especially  those  divisions  which  have  so  weakened 
oar  inflaence,  and  retarded  our  progress.  We  were  unduly  uplifted ;  we  have  been 
rebaked,  and  it  becomes  us  to  be  humbled. 

Bat  there  are  other  elements  of  change  besides  those  which  may  be  traced  within 
oar  own  borders.     No  Church  ought   to  be  an  isolated   unit,  wrapt  up  in  self- 
eoatemplatioD,  dwelling  on  its  own  excellences  or  brooding  over  its  own  ills.     It 
will  not  do  for  na  in  the  present  day  to  take  no  account  of  what  is  passing  in  other 
Charehea,  to  feel  no  interest  in  the  movements  going  on  among  them,  or  to  notice 
them  <mly  in  the  way  of  thanking  God  that  we  are  better  than  they.     All  Protestant 
Cbor^es,  whatever  their  denominational  title  or  peculiarity,  are  exerting  an  iuflii- 
«nce  on  one  another  more  or  less  directly,  often  borrowing  from  each  other  for  better 
or  worM,  or  at  least  in  an  almost  imperceptible  way  influencing  and  modifying  one 
aaothei^s  tone  and  spirit.     During  the  first  ten  or  fifteen  years  of  its  history  the 
Free  Chareh  exerted  an  unmistakable  influence  both  at  home  and  abroad,  especially 
on  some  of  the  Protestant  Churches  of  the  Continent  whose  bondage  to  the  State 
VIS  most  flagrant  and  galling.     Some  of  the  effects  thus  produced  attracted  much 
mention  at  the  time ;  perhaps  their  importance  was  over-estimated  ;  yet  they  were 
•inifieant  and  instructive,  and  probably  we  have  not  seen  the  end  of  them.     But 
vhile  the  influence  exerted  by  the  Free  Church  was  very  marked  during  her  early 
Tens,  the  influence  exerted  on  her  was  of  a  much  more  gradual  and  less  obvious 
kiad,  scarcely  felt  till  the  first  great  impulse  of 'the  Disruption  had  subsided,  yet  not 
leti  reaL     If  we  have  influenced  other  Churches,  be  sure  other  Churches  have 
inflaenoed  us ;  not  perhaps  as  regards  the  particular  articles  of  our  creed  or  the 
dittiaetive  features  of  our  ecclesiastical  polity,  but  at  least  as  regards  our  tone  and 
liutode  and  the  relation  in  which  we  stand  to  other  members  of  the  great  Christian 
eommon wealth.     I  shall  not  attempt  to  trace  this  influence  or  define  it  exactly. 
ThU  it  has  been  in  the  main  an  influence  for  good  can  scarcely  be  doubted — most 
beaeficial,  if  it  only  amounted  to  this,  the  correcting  of  any  tendency  to  exclusive- 
sen,  making  ns  feel  that  our  Church  is  but  one  member  of  a  numerous  family  who, 
vbitever  their  diflferences  of  stature,  or  feature,  or  temper,  have  so  much  in  common, 
t^they  eannot  perpetually  stand  aloof  from  one  another  in  an  attitude  of  hostility 
sad  Bospieion.     Whatever  effects  of  a  paiuful  kind  attended  the  Disruption — what- 
ever temporary  alienations  it  occasioned — it  has  certainly  tended,  on  the  other  hand, 
to  draw  more  closely  together  various  branches  of  the  Reformed  Church  both  in  this 
eoiatry  and  abroad — a  more  permanent  result  we  believe,  as  it  is  of  happier  augury 
tlkia  the  other.     We  have  seen  a  wider  and  more  intimate  intercourse  between  the 
Ckuches  of  the  Old  World  and  the  New,  of  which  we  have  just  had  a  notable  illus- 
tiiUon  in  the  recent  meeting  at  Pniladelphia  of  the  General  Pieshyterian  Council. 
Wetre  true  neither  to  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  nor  to  the  genius  and  history  of 
PRibyterianism  if  we  do  not  endeavour  more  and  more  to  encourage  and  cultivate 
*<Hi  intereonrse.     Churches  so  related  must  not  suppose  they  have  nothing  to  learn 
fnm  one  another.     They  should  be  mutually  helpful.     We  may  learn  much  from 
<^  eiperience  of  our  neighbours ;  and  assuredly  as  members  of  the  same  family 
^ere  is  no  ailment  affecting  one  which  may  not  be  of  serious  consequence  to  all  the 
feit    Error  or  declension  in  one  Church  is  no  matter  of  indifference,  still  less  of 
itjoieiBg,  to  other  Churches. 

We  have  been  speaking  of  the  elements  of  change  necessarily  involved  in  the 
dreaoiBtjuieea  of  oar  etrly  history,  and 'also  of  the  influence  exerted  on  us  by  other 
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Charches :  but  there  are  elements  of  change  of  another  kind,  and  from  other 
quarters,  to  be  taken  into  accoant — influences  from  without  operating  more  or  less 
on  all  the  Churches  of  the  present  day — influences  of  a  most  powerful  kind,  though 
often  very  subtle  in  their  operation.  There  are  what  may  be  called  social  inflaencea 
— the  practical  life  and  habits  of  the  country  or  community  to  which  the  members 
of  ihe  Churches  belong ;  and  then,  besides,  there  are  the  opinions,  the  modes  of 
thinking,  the  intellectual  habits  and  tendencies  of  the  age  in  which  we  life.  Two 
kinds  of  influence  acting  on  the  Church  from  without — the  former  acting  on  the  life 
of  the  Church  in  its  practical  exercise  and  manifestation — the  latter  acting  directly 
on  the  faith  of  the  Church  and  so  on  the  life  of  the  Church,  at  its  rery  spring  and 
fountainbead.  As  regards  the  former,  what  I  have  termed  the  social  influence,  the 
way  in  which  the  Church  is  affected  by  the  habits,  the  pursuits,  the  common  practices 
of  the  community  by  which  it  is  surrounded  and  of  which  its  members  constitute  a 
part — that  I  shall  not  dwell  on  at  any  length.  Nothing  is  more  obrious  than  the 
tendency  to  have  the  standard  of  practical  life  in  the  Christian  Church  lowered  to 
the  level  of  that  generally  recognised  and  adopted  by  those  outside  of  the  Church 
altogether.  The  prevailing  tone  and  spirit  of  those  around  ns — for  instance,  the 
eager  desire  of  gain,  the  love  of  pleasure,  the  inclination  to  self-indulgence  and 
luxurious  gratification,  so  characteristic  of  a  wealthy  and  prosperous  community,  are 
apt  so  to  infect  the  Church  as  to  weaken  and  depress  its  spiritual  life,  if  not  extin- 
guish it  altogether.  The  material  prosperity  of  this  country,  and  the  extraordinary 
increase  of  its  wealth  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  have  told  injuriously  on 
all  the  Churches,  inducing  changes,  or  paving  the  way  for  changes,  of  a  very  serious 
kind.  On  this  1  shall  not  enlarge.  This  is  a  matter  in  regard  to  which  all  faithful 
preachers  are  constantly  warning  their  hearers  as  one  of  the  most  dangeroos  influ- 
ences to  which  professing  Christians  of  the  present  day  are  exposed. 

We  must  notice,  more  particularly,  the  influence  exerted  on  the  Church  by  what 
may  be  called  the  spirit  of  the  age — meaning  by  that  its  prevailing  opinions,  modes 
of  thinking,  intellectual  habits  and  tendencies,  its  tone  of  sentiment  and  feeling,  as 
finding  expression  in  the  manifold  literature  of  the  day.  The  spirit  of  the  age,  in 
this  seuHe,  is  too  often  much  at  variance  with  the  spirit  of  the  gospel,  operating 
injuriously  on  the  faith  of  the  Church,  and  even  threatening  to  sap  its  very  founda- 
tions. I  do  not  refer  so  much  to  direct  attacks  on  the  Christian  faith.  There  are 
many  such  indeed  at  the  present  day ;  more  numerous,  perhaps,  now  and  undis- 
guised than  at  any  former  period.  There  are  publications  avowedly  engaged  in 
the  propagation  of  unbelief  in  every  form.  These  are  dangerous  enough,  though 
not  so  widely  dangerous  in  their  influence  as  much  that  appears  in  our  current 
literature,  having  no  direct  bearing  on  religious  questions,  nor  any  professed 
hostility  to  the  Christian  Church.  The  mere  ignoring  of  religious  truth  and  of  the 
teaching  of  Scripture,  in  the  treatment  of  subjects  on  which  they  have  a  most 
direct  and  manifest  bearing,  is  characteristic  of  much  of  the  literature  of  the  day 
otherwise  quite  unexceptionable.  That  has  a  most  unhappy  effect  on  many  minds; 
and  if  such  mere  ignoring  of  religion  be  injurious,  much  more  the  slighting  and  sneer- 
ing tone  which  it  is  the  fashion  of  some  writers  to  indulge  in,  when  referring  to 
'questions  of  a  religious  kind  which  may  at  the  time  be  attracting  general  attention. 
There  is  in  some  quarters  a  perpetual  dropping  of  this  sort  which  chills  the  soul, 
and,  if  not  counteracted,  tends  to  the  extinction  of  everything  like  earnest  Christian 
sentiment.  There  is  another  aspect  of  prevailing  opinion  to  be  noticed  in  its  bear- 
ing on  the  faith  of  the  Church,  namely,  the  supposed  attitude  of  science  towards 
religion.  Mark  me,  the  supposed  attitude  of  science  towards  religion.  It  is  supposed 
by  a  great  many  in  the  present  day  that  science  and  revelation  are  so  directly  and 
necessarily  at  variance  that  one  leaves  no  room  for  the  other.  Of  course,  I  am 
speaking  just  now  of  physical  science,  that  which  investigates  the  phenomena  of  the 
material  universe,  that  seeks  to  ascertain  the  laws  by  which  they  are  regulated. 
Certainly,  there  can  be  no  real  contradiction  between  the  discoveries  of  science  and 
the  truths  of  revealed  religion.  Nature,  rightly  interpreted,  will  never  contradict 
Scripture  rightly  interpreted ;  but  there  are  misinterpretations  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other.  Apparent  discrepancies  will  often  emerge,  but  believing  men  may  wait 
paiieutly  and  confidently  for  the  result.  Eulightened  faith  will  never  be  jealous  of 
the  investigations  of  science,  nor  alarmed  at  the  progress  of  knowledge  in  any  de- 
partment ;  and  true  science  recognising  the  sphere  of  nature  as  its  proper  domain 
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will  stetdUy  decline  to  interfere  with  the  sapematural  as  a  different  domain,  another 

•pbere  of  inqairy  neceeaarilj  separate  and  dietinct  from  its  own.     The  most  eminent 

•tfldeau  of  ecienee,  keeping  this  distinction  before  tliem,  refase  to  intrude  into  the 

•pkere  of  theology,  and  never  tliink  of  applying  the  rales  of  physical  inquiry  to  the 

iaTettigmtion  of  spiritual  truth.     There  is  a  perverting  influence  exerted  on  very 

msay  at  the  present  day,  by  what  they  know,  perhaps  very  imperfectly,  of  the  pro- 

^Ttm  of  seientifie  discovery,  leading  them  to  the  conclusion,  however  illogical,  that 

ve  know  nothing,  and  ean  know  nothiog,  bejond  the  sphere  of  the  material  universe 

— Aothing  that  is  not  within  the  range  of  that  system  of  physical  law  which  they 

oJl  natare— aothing  which  cannot  be  ascertained  and  defined  by  strictly  seientifie 

iceUkods.     This  is  the  naturalistic  tendency  of  the  present  age,  to  set  aside  the 

mpematorml  as  anknown  to  ns  and  nnknowable,  which,  cloak  it  as  yon  may,  under 

i-jB&e  plausible  title  such  as  agnosticism,  leads  us  to  nothing  else  than  the  theory  of  the 

■steiialist.     Materialism  is,  in  reality,  a  prevailing  tendency  of  speculative  thought 

tad  opinion  at  the  present  day — perhaps  the  prevailing  tendency.     I  need  scarcely 

sdd  there  is  nothing  so  utterly  subversive  of  Christian  faith.     If  there  be  not  one 

greater  than  nature,  distinct  from  it  and  controlling  it,  conscience  is  a  delusion  and 

revelation  a  lie.     It  is  often  remarked  that  this  is  the  age  of  doubt.     Doubt  meets 

OS  OB  every  side  and  from  every  quarter.     I  dare  not,  indeed,  speak  in  disparaging 

teimt  of  honest  doobtb   I  eannot  think  of  the  struggles  of  earnest,  inquiring  minds  as 

if  in  themselves  to  be  condemned,  and  necessarily  implying  something  grievously 

wTMg,  some  aggravated  gnilU     Many  of  the  most  earnest  and  established  Christians 

bave  passed  through  that  experience  ;  but  there  is  too  much  of  a  tendency  amongst 

Bsltitades  at  the  present  day  to  encourage  doubt,  to  Invite  it,  to  be  content  with  it^ 

yes,  to  make  a  boast  of  it,  as  if  it  was  something  in  the  fashion.     Firm  and  unwa- 

Teting  faith  in  the  Unseen  would  certainly  seem  to  be  more  difficult  of  attainment 

now  than  formerly.     Even  where  there  is  a  real  faith  it  is  apt  often  to  be  timid  and 

Ikesiiating,  standing  always  on  the  defensive,  as  if  afraid  to  assert  itself  in  an  aggres- 

UTe  sttiiode.    This  is  a  sore  evil,  affecting  all  Churches  in  a  greater  or  less  degree — 

iQ  lome  instances  too  obvious  in  its  effect,  in  others  less  discernible,  but  not  less 

reiL    What  havoc  has  been  wrought  in  many  Churches  on  the  Continent  by  the 

prenlenee  of  rationalistic  unbelief,  I  need  hardly  say.    And  even  in  Churches  at 

borne,  Bsually  esteemed  evangelical,  the  denial  or  explaining  away  of  one  or  other 

of  the  fnndamental  articles  of  the  Christian  faith  is  by  no  means  uncommon.     In 

Buy  quarters,  too,  we  trace  the  effect  referred  to  in  the  impatience  of  confessional 

rotiiints,  and  the  desire  to  g^t  rid  of  creeds  in  whole  or  in  part.    The  question  of 

encds  and  eonfessions  is  likely  to  disturb  all  Protestant  Churches  for  a  time.     I 

ibsU  not  attempt  to  discuss  iL    There  are  many  misapprehensions  with  regard  to 

it    We  hear  mnch  confused  talk  on  the  subject.     We  need  to  be  on  our  guard 

a^iiikst  any  extreme  position,  treating,  for  instance,  the  Confession  as  if  it  were  on  a 

leTel  with  Holy  Writ,  that  which  must  never  be  altered,  and  cannot  possibly  be 

iaproved.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  nothing  to  be  guarded  against  more 

etloosly  at  present  than  any  yielding  in  this  matter  to  the  sceptical  spirit  and  lati- 

mdissrian  tendency  of  the  age.     In  vain  do  we  dream  of  making  terms  with  unbelief,   ! 

uif^  by  coming  down  to  some  lower  ground,  we  could  plant  our  foot  more  securely,' 

Asd  lay  to  the  rising  tide,  *'  Thus  far  and  no  farther."     We  shall  soon  be  submerged   ' 

if  ve  are  not  prepared  to  take  our  stand  without  compromise  on  the  supernatural 

revelation  of  the  Divine  Word,  and  on  those  cardinal  truths  of  revelation,  the  clear 

ud  aneqaiTocal  assertion  of  which  is  characteristic  of  the  Westminster  Standards 

ud  indeed  of  all  the  Confessions  of  the  Reformed  Churches.     We  live  in  an  area  of 

cbnges.    Many  who  observe  the  signs  of  the  times  believe  that  we  are. on  the  eve  of 

cksges  which  will  try  at  once  all  social  institutions  and  all  religious  beliefs.    We  need 

tsW  alive  to  the  dangers  that  beset  us.     It  will  not  do  to  live  in  a  fool's  paradise. 

I  should  be  sorry,  however,  if  I  seemed  to  take  too  gloomy  a  view  of  our  present 
pootion  and  prospects.  To  draw  disadvantageous  comparison  between  the  present 
ttdthe  past  is  to  little  purpose.  Whilst  alive  to  the  manifold  dangers  which  beset 
tbe  Cbareh  at  the  present  day,  we  must  not  overlook  how  much  there  is  that  is 
^>efol  and  eneonraging.  There  is  encouragement  in  the  very  conflict  now  going  on 
between  (aith  and  unbelief,  so  ably  maintained  and  attracting  so  much  attention. 
Beligious  qnestiona  are  engaging  the  public  attention  more  and  more — in  a  greater 
degree  at  pnaent  than  at  any  period  pet  haps  since  the  Reformation.     If  this  be  an 
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age  of  doabt  it  is  certainly  not,  as  I  think,  an  age  of  indifference  in  regard  to  soch 
subjects.  There  is  encouragement  in  that,  and,  aboye  all,  there  is  eneooragement  in 
the  evidence  we  have  of  spiritual  life  throughout  the  Churches.  Yes,  of  a  vigoroos 
life,  adequate  to  cope  with  those  adverse  iufluences  to  which  we  have  been  referring 
— to  resist  that  deadly  infection,  those  malarious  vapours  to  which  for  a  time  the 
Church  may  be  exposed.  It  is  such  like  derived  from  the  Church's  glorious  Head, 
which  is  the  only  real  security  against  the  inroads  of  error,  of  scepticism,  and  of 
unbelief.  How  was  it  that  the  flood  of  infidelity,  which  wore  such  a  threatening 
aspect  in  this  country  during  the  last  century,  and  at  length  assuming  a  popular 
form  in  the  writings  of  Paine  and  his  followers,  seemed  as  if  it  would  carry  all  before 
it,  how  was  it  that  it  was  ultimately  checked  and  arrested  in  its  course  1  How,  bat  by 
the  revived  life  of  the  Churches,  through  that  great  awakening  which,  beginning  with 
Wesley  and  Whitfield,  steadily  advancing  and  influencing  more  or  leas  all  the 
Churches  of  Britain,  has  been  the  source  of  all  those  great  works  of  Christian  enter- 
prise and  philanthropy  which  has  made  the  present  century  memorable  in  the  history 
of  the  Church.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  how  was  It  that  infidelity,  making  like  pro- 
gress in  France  during  the  last  century,  met  with  no  check  whatever  until  it  reached 
its  height,  and  had  its  terrible  triumph  in  the  great  convulsion  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution 1  Why,  but  just  because  there  was  no  living  Church  to  withstand  it — the 
Reformed  Church  trampled  in  the  dnst^  the  Catholic  Chnrch  rotten  to  the  core.  The 
greatest  danger  to  the  Church  is  in  the  decay  of  spiritual  life.  When  there  is  a  lack 
of  living  faith,  0f  warm  love,  of  earnest,  self-sacrificing  zeal,  then  assuredly  the  way 
is  prepared  for  the  triumph  of  unbelief,  but  not  till  then.  The  Church  needs  to  be 
quickened  and  revived.  That  there  is  life  in  it  still  we  cannot  doubt.  So  many 
earnest  members,  devoted  labourers,  diligent  workers  at  home  and  abroad.  So  long 
as  life  shows  itself  so  plainly  and  in  snch  form,  let  us  thank  God  and  take  courage 
We  have  been  graciously  risited  with  seasons  of  qnickening  and  spiritual  revival 
again  and  again  during  years  past,  showers  of  blessings  for  the  refreshing  of  God's 
heritage  when  it  was  weary.  Let  us  be  encouraged  to  seek  renewed  communieattoai 
of  the  life-giving  Spirit  from  Him  who  is  the  giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift. 

Fathers  and  Brethren,  you  bare  weighty  and  difficult  duties  before  yon — mneh 
to  occnpy  your  attention,  much  business  to  be  transacted  in  the  ordinary  adminis- 
tration of  the  Church*s  affairs,  many  subjects  of  interest  to  consider,  to  exercise  yoor 
Christian  sympathies,  and  matters  besides  about  which  there  are  serious  differences 
of  opinion.  Such  divisions  amongst  ns  we  all  deplore.  We  cannot  conceal  from 
ourselves  the  critical  aspect  of  present  differences.  They  are  no  trifling  or  insigni- 
ficant disputes  that  at  present  disturb  us.  These  are  matters,  in  regard  to  whioh 
brethren  on  either  side  are  likely  to  have  strong  feelings ;  but  just  for  that  reason 
are  we  the  more  bound  to  exercise  a  strict  control  over  our  words,  to  **  keep  our 
mouth  with  a  bridle,"  and  avoid  most  carefully  whatever  may  tend  to  aggravate  or 
embitter  these  diflferences.  Self-restraint  and  mutual  forbearance  aro  essential  to 
the  right  discussion  of  difibrences  amongst  brethren.  Let  ns  love  the  troth  and 
peace,  the  one  and  the  other,  in  their  due  order  and  relation.  It  is  a  delusive  peace, 
indeed,  that  is  obtained  by  any  sacrifice  of  the  truth.  On  the  other  hand,  just  as 
certainly  the  interests  of  truth  are  hindered,  not  promoted,  by  rash  words  or  unre- 
strained ebullitions  of  feeling.  Throughout  all  our  discussions,  therefore,  let  us 
realise  the  presence  of  the  Master,  have  a  supreme  regard  to  His  honour,  and 
remember  our  constant  need  of  His  help  and  guidance.  May  He,  who  is  ibe  giver 
of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,  impart  to  you  that  wisdom  from  above  which  is  first 
pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits, 
without  partiality  and  without  hypocrisy. 

ADDRESS  TO  THB  QUEEN. 

Dr.  MAIN  proposed  that  the  usual  Committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  a  loyal 
address  to  the  Queen.  The  Free  Church  was  loyal  to  the  backbone ;  they  bad  an 
intense  admiration  of  their  Sovereign.  They  were  fully  alire  to  the  value  of  the 
services  she  had  rendered  to  the  country.     (Applause.) 

Provost  SWAN,  Kirkcaldy,  seconded  the  motion.  He  was  sure  they  were  all  as 
loyal  as  the  members  of  any  Church  in  the  country.  He  hoped  their  Sovereign 
would  long  be  spared  to  reign  over  them.     (Applause.) 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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REVISED   EDITION  OF  THE  KEW  TESTAMENT. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  read  a  communicition  from  Measrs.  Nelson,  pub- 
lishers,  ia  which  they  stated  they  were  instructed  to  present  to  the  General 
A^iemSIj  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  a  copy  of  the  standard  edition  of  the 
revised  Tersion  of  the  New  Testament,  and  he  (Sir  Henry)  was  requested  to  present 
h  to  the  Moderator,  in  name  of  the  University  Presses  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge. 

Principal  RAINY  said  if  they  did  not  pass  a  resolution  at  this  moment,  it  was 
«ilT  m  order  that  at  a  future  diet  they  might  take  notice  of  the  book  in  a  way  more 
ftfieqaatelj  expressive  of  their  feelings  thaa  they  could  do  at  this  moment.     (Hear, 

THE   LEGAL  ADVISEE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIPP  said  he  bad  a  letter  from  Sheriff  Campbell,  the 
kpX  adviser  of  the  Church,  regretting  that  owing  to  the  state  of  his  health  he  would 
sot  be  able  to  be  present  at  this  Assembly.  Sir  Henry  said  they  had  two  members 
of  the  bar  members  of  the  House — viz.  Sheriff  Cowan  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Qnthrie — and  he 
Mf^ted  that  in  the  meantime  those  gentlemen  should  be  invited  to  give  such 
UBitance  as  might  be  required. 

It  appeared,  however,  that  Sheriff  Cowan  was  not  this  year  a  member  of 
AMemblv,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Guthrie  was  therefore  requested  to  act. 

Dr.  WILSON,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  Mr.  Quthrie  would  not  only  be  will- 
ing to  render  snch  service,  but  he  was  very  capable  to  do  so.     (Applaase.) 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BUSINESS  COMMTITBl. 

A  eommittee  was  appointed  to  arrange  the  business  of  the  House — Principal 
£^7  convener — after  which  the  Assembly  adjourned  until  next  day  at  one  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  MAY  20. 

The  Genera]  Assembly  resnmed  its  sittings  at  one  o'clock  to-day— Rev.  Dr. 
Uoghton,  Greenock,  Moderator.  The  first  hour  of  the  sederunt  was  spent  in 
iieTotional  exercises,  led  by  the  Moderator,  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  and   Professor 

Biaaie. 

lONISTBBS  APPOINTED  TO  FREACH. 

Tke  Assembly  called  for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Assembly  Arrangements, 
•0  tu  ts  it  relates  to  ministers  to  preach  before  the  Assembly  ;  and,  in  accordance 
vith  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  the  Assembly  hereby  appoint:— Mr. 
JuDci  Hood  Wilson,  minister  of  the  Barclay  Church,  Edinburgh,  to  lecture  and 
preach  in  the  Hall  in  the  forenoon  ;  Mr.  John  T.  Maclean,  minister  at  North  Bute, 
U>preseh  in  the  afternoon ;  and  Mr.  Alexander  Orrock  Johnston,  minister  of  WeMt.. 
l>Qni  Church,  Glasgow,  to  preach  in  the  evening  of  Sabbath,  the  22d  May.  They 
fnrtlxr  appoint — Mr.  Alexander  Walker,  minister  at  Millport,  to  lecture  and  preach 
in  the  forenoon  ;  Mr.  James  Alexander  George,  minister  of  St.  John's  Clmrch, 
MvQirofe,  to  preach  in  the  afternoon ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Crerar,  minister  of  Nurih 
I^itd  Cuurcb,  to  preach  in  the  evening  of  Sabbath,  the  29ih  May.  The  Aeseuibiy 
*''»  iDrtruct  Mr.  Wilson,  when  preaching  in  the  forenoon  of  22d  May,  to  urge  the 
ciaiBi«  of  the  society  for  the  benefit  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  the  clergy. 

The  recommendation  was  agreed  to. 

The  members  named  being  present,  the  Moderator  intimated  to  them  their 
sppomtments. 

DEPUTIES  TO  THE  IRISH   OHUROH. 

In  seeordanee  with  the  deliverance  of  last  Assembly,  by  which  it  was  arranc^ed 
to  lead  alternate  deputations  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 


10  BXUOION  AND  MORALS. 

of  Ireland  and  to  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch  of  England,  and  tliat  a 
letter  should  be  sent  to  the  Ghnreh  in  the  year  in  which  a  deputation  waa  not  aent^ 
a  letter  would  &11  to  be  sent  this  year  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Ixiah  Freabj- 
terian  Church.    Dr.  Main  waa  requested  to  prepare  the  letter. 

ooLLKcnoira  tob  thi  ohubch  sohemis. 

Dr.  WILSON  read  the  report  regarding  the  collections  ordered  to  be  made  by 
last  Assembly.  It  stated  that  ten  collections  were  appointed  to  be  made  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  nine  in  the  previous  year.  The  proceeds  of  the  nine  ooUectiona 
of  1 879  amounted  to  £20,404,  Ss.  9d.,  while  the  ten  in  1880  reached  the  sum  of  £20,550, 
l8.  6d.,  showing  an  increase  on  the  amount  realised  by  collections  of  £145,  17sl 
9d.  On  the  Home  Mission  collection  there  was  a  decrease  of  £51,  13b.  9d. ;  Colo- 
nies, decrease,  £187,|13s.  Id.;  Foreign  Missions,  increase,  £65, 17s.  8d.;  Highlands 
and  Islands,  increase,  £45,  4s.  Id.;  Disruption  Ministers,  decrease,  £154,  128.  8d.; 
Conversion  of  the  Jews,  decrease,  £281,  2s.  Id. ;  Continent,  decrease,  £359,  5s.  lOd.; 
Colleges,  decrease,  £171,  128.  9d.;  Home  Evangelisation,  decrease,  £660,  178.  6d.; 
and  Church  and  Manse  Building  Fund  realised  £1901,  14s.  3d.  The  number  of 
failures  in  making  collections  for  Home  Missions  was  55  against  54  last  year;. 
Highlands  and  Islands,  61  against  55  ;  Colleges,  80  against  70 ;  Foreign  Misaions, 
84  against  86  ;  Colonies,  53  against  58 ;  Conversion  of  the  Jews,  49  against  40 ; 
Chuich  and  Manse  Building  Fund,  123;  Disruption  Ministers,  128  against  135; 
Continent,  140  against  87  ;  Home  Evangelisation,  195  against  70.  Besides  the 
severe  snowstorm,  the  reasons  assigned  for  not  makiug  the  collections  were  vacancies 
in  the  churches,  and  to  absence  of  ministers  at  the  time  the  collections  were  appointed 
to  be  made,  local  claims,  &c  In  some  cases  nothing  was  contributed  beyond  the 
amount  of  the  ordinary  collections,  which  certainly  did  not  indicate  a  great  amount 
of  zeal  on  behalf  of  these  objects  for  which  the  General  Assembly  felt  themselvea 
called  upon  to  appoint  special  collections.  The  average  amount  realised  for  each 
scheme  scarcely  exceeded  £2000,  and  in  no  case  did  a  single  collection  realise 
£3000.  The  average  contribution  of  each  congregation  was  little  over  £2.  The 
time  had  been  in  the  history  of  the  Free  Church  when  the  collections  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly  reached  a  very  much  higher  sum.  Twenty  years  ago  the 
Home  Mission  collections  amounted  to  £4532,  being  £1634  more  than  the  collec- 
tion for  last  year,  and  the  other  collections  were  much  higher  than  they  were  now. 
Twenty  years  ago  the  collections  for  the  Schemes,  including  the  Education  Scheme, 
amouQted  to  £29,600,  or,  excluding  that  scheme,  for  eight  schemes,  £22,171.  The 
decrease  shown  now  was  certainly  not  due  to  the  contributions  of  the  Free  Church 
members  being  less  liberal  than  they  were  twenty  years  ago,  for  it  appeared  that  for 
all  objects  there  is  given  now  £260,000  at  least  more  than  was  contributed  twenty 
years  ago ;  but  the  liberality  of  the  Church  seemed  to  be  flowing  in  other  directions 
than  for  the  objects  for  which  special  collections  were  appointed  by  the  Assembly.  It 
waa  surely  not  a  desirable  state  of  things  that  schemes,  for  the  maintenance  of  which 
the  General  Assembly  appointed  collections  to  be  made,  should  be  allowed  to  languish. 

The  Assembly  appoint  the  schedules  and  lists  to  be  dealt  with  in  terme  of  the 
deliverance  of  the  Assembly  thereanent  in  1860,  and  the  Assembly  also  renew  all 
the  instructions  given  by  the  Assemblies  of  1860  and  1864  to  the  Clerka  of  Assem* 
bly,  to  Presbyteries,  and  te  Committees. 

BELIOION  AND  MOBAIfl. 

Mr.  ALEX.  MACKENZIE,  Tolbooth,  Edinburgu,  laid  on  the  Ubie  of  the 
Assembly  the  Report  on  the  State  of  Keligion  and  Morals  (Appendix  No.  XX.) 
Mr.  Mackenzie,  in  speaking  to  the  report,  alluded  to  the  prevailing  scepticism  that 
exists,  and  which,  he  said,  had  a  tendency  to  weaken  the  belief  of  those  who  could 
not  be  called  sceptics  in  the  great  cardinal  truths  of  God's  Word.  He  impressed 
upon  brethren  the  necessity  of  speaking  plainly  to  their  congregations,  and  not 
be  like  the  minister  who  was  designated  a  gentleman  becanse  he  never  called  the 
members  of  his  church  "  sinners."  The  committee  were  anxious  that  the  Assembly 
should  look  upon  the  desirability  of  having  the  Presbyteries  themselves  to  take  up 
ihia  work,  and  not  leave  it  only  to  deputies  from  other  Presbyteries.    They  all  felt 
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of  the  great  hindnnees  in  the  way  of  the  progress  of  God's  Word  was,  that 
miBj  of  those  who  professed  to  be  members  of  the  Cbarch  lived  so  unlike  their 
profeMioQ.  There  was  one  fact  which  be  thoagbt  the  Assembly  should  be  made 
ftvue  of — that  this  work  in  their  Church  was  now  attracting  the  attention  of  other 
Cbnrchea.  The  English  Presbyterian  Church  had  proposed  to  organise  a  series  of 
depautions  to  their  congregations  like  those  which  the  Free  Church  had  appointed, 
isd  following  verj  much  in  their  lines ;  and,  if  he  did  not  mistake,  the  United 
Pmbjterian  Church  also  had  their  attention  directed  to  the  subject.  Besides,  when 
be  hsd  the  honour  last  year  of  appearing  at  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Synod,  he  waa 
leqaested  at  one  of  their  meetings  to  give  an  account  of  this  work,  as  that  Church 
tu  desirona  to  originate  similar  efforts.  In  conclusion,  he  had  to  state  that  they  were 
indebted  to  the  Moderator  for  the  wise  counsels  given  to  them  on  the  opening  day. 

Mr.  J.  U.  WILSON,  Eidinburgb,  proposed — '*  That  the  Assembly  approve  of  the 
report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  the  convener,  and 
rraerre  to  a  future  diet  further  deliverances  on  the  report.**  He  said  this  was  one  of 
the  most  important  of  all  the  subjecta  that  would  come  before  this  Assembly.  It  lay 
u  the  root  of  everything  else ;  it  bore  upon  the  life  of  the  Church.  The  body  might 
be  what  ii  would,  but  if  the  heart  was  not  in  a  sound  and  healthy  condition  they 
knew  what  the  body  must  needs  become.  This  report  touched  the  very  heart  of  the 
Chaieh ;  for  all  her  schemes  of  usefulness  at  home,  and  all  her  work  abroad,  depended 
very  mnch  upon  things  being  as  they  ought  to  be  in  the  department  which  Mr. 
Hsckefizie  had  now  brought  under  their  notice. 

He  beliered  there  was  much  earnest  and  efficient  work  being  done,  although,  for 

a  time,  there  was  not  very  much  to  show  for  it.     They  were  not  to  judge  of  work 

nerely  by  what  appeared  on  the  surface — by  the  immediate  and  more  visible  results. 

He  knew  in  the  case  of  some  of  their  most  devoted  and  earnest  men  that  it  had  been 

ifUr  they  had  been  long  years  in  their  graves  that  the  full  result  of  their  labours  had 

i{»peared.     At  the  same  time,  no  earnest  worker  could  be  content  to  remain  in  the 

dtfk  as  to  whether  Ood  was  owning  and  blessing  his  labours,  and  whether  the  great 

eadi  of  the  Church  and  of  the  ministry  were  thus  being  served.     And  in  this  report 

liiere  was  a  gathering  up  of  the  more  manifest  fruits  of  the  Church's  work  during 

tbe  past  jear  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  not  for  self-gratulation  or  boasting, 

bat  for  encouragement  or  rebuke,  thanksgiving  or  humiliation,  and  spiritual  impulse. 

The  report  waa  suggestive  of  several  important  practical  lessons,  and  to  some  of 

tbem  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  briefly  calling  the  attention  of  the  Assembly. 

In  regard  to  the  truth  which  it  had  pleased  God  in  a  very  special  manner  to  own, 
it  would  be  found,  almost  without  exception,  that  the  great  outstanding  truth  which 
bad  touched  tbe  hearts  of  the  people  in  their  various  congregations,  and  in  the 
ftaenl  eommnnity,  had  been  the  substitutionary  work  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
'The  guilt  of  sin,  the  condemnation  under  which  the  sinner  lies,  the  necessity  and 
aatoie  of  the  substitutionary  work  of  Christ,  and  the  surety-righteousness  of  our 
Uid,  as  the  only  ground  of  a  sinner's  acceptance  in  the  sight  of  God  " — these  are 
ipeeially  mentioned  as  the  themes  which  have  blessed  for  awakening  and  conversion, 
viibost  which,  indeed,  they  could  not  look  for  much  in  the  way  of  touching  the  con- 
KieDces  and  stirring  the  hearts  of  their  people. 

Then  they  had  indications  of  the  advantage  of  special  means  being  adopted  for 
iliii  work.  It  waa  becoming  customary  to  have  special  services  alike  in  tbe  English 
Cbarch  and  in  the  Church  of  Home,  under  the  name  of  "  missions."  In  all  paru  of 
(be world  this  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  means  fitting  in  with  the  time,  and  one 
*bieh  was  largely  instrumental  in  awakening  fresh  interest  among  the  people.  And 
wbat  these  churches  found  helpful  in  their  own  peculiar  lines,  the  Presbyterian 
Cfauehes  might  utilise  in  the  simple  preaching  of  the  gospel  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Cbriat.  One  of  the  advantages  of  these  services  was,  that  they  had  specially 
qoahlied  persons  coming  in  contact  with  special  classes,  knowing  how  to  deal  with 
^people  in  such  a  way  as  to  help  them,  being  familiar  with  their  difficulties  and 
objections,  and  able  to  meet  them  in  a  way  which  others  were  not  so  able  to  do. 
He  considered  that  on  the  whole  there  were  great  advantages  to  be  got  in  having 
vras^lista,  lay  or  clerical,  coming  in  in  this  way,  and  giving  those  in  the  ministry 
tbe  benefit  of  their  peculiar  gifts  and  large  experience. 

Beferring  to  the  matter  of  personal  dealing,  Mr.  Wilson  stated  that  this  had  been 
KesUariy  keipfol,  aa  was  set  forth  in  the  report.     It  was  a  good  thing  to  know  what 
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the  people  they  preached  to  were  thinking  and  feeling.  He  believed  they  d 
not  uue  the  gifts  they  had  in  the  Church  in  this  particular  direction  as  they  ough 
as  he  felt  sure  there  was  in  their  congregations  most  valuable  material  which  w 
lying  unused,  and  he  considered  it  would  be  their  duty  to  have  their  eyes  abo 
theuiy  and  to  fiud  out  this  class  of  fellow-labourers,  and  give  them  encouragement 
turn  their  special  gifts  to  good  account. 

After  referring  to  the  great  good  accomplished  among  educated  and  Christij 
trained  people,  as  well  as  among  the  ignorant,  by  those  special  movements,  and  to  t 
benefit  that  had  arisen  from  telling  in  one  part  of  the  Church  and  of  the  count 
what  God  had  been  doing  in  another,  Mr  Wilson  proceeded  to  state,  in  connecti 
with  the  subject  of  morals,  the  other  department  of  their  committee  s  work,  tl 
they  should  have  more  of  the  preaching  of  the  Ten  Commandments.  While  th 
had  evangelical  foundations — the  substitution  of  the  Lord  Jesus  as  the  great  thei 
of  their  preaching,  they  ought  to  go  forward  boldly  and  faithfully  expounding  a 
applying  the  Ten  Commandments.  A  little  volume,  by  the  late  Mr.  Mauri< 
appeared  not  many  years  ago,  entitled  ''The  Commandments  considered  as  t 
Instruments  of  National  Reformation."  He  believed  they  had  a  great  thoug 
suggested  to  them  by  the  very  title  of  that  book,  and  he  commended  this  subji 
specially  to  younger  brethren  in  dealing  with  the  subject  of  morals.  It  had  delight 
him  and  many  others  to  hear  of  their  esteemed  friend,  Dr.  Whyte,  of  St.  George 
throwing  himself  with  all  his  accustomed  energy  into  work  in  this  special  directi< 
one  of  his  latest  and  most  powerful  efforts  being  the  opening  up  to  his  people  a 
the  crowds  of  strangers  also  gathered  round  him  the  Ninth  Commandment,  as 
part  of  the  truth  which  people  needed  very  much  to  hear. 

He  thought  they  must  make  up  their  minds  that  they  could  not  deal  with  tl 
great  subject  of  morals  alone.  There  were  other  Churches  in  this  country  on  whc 
the  responsibility  lay  equally  with  themselves,  and  they  had  no  right  to  assume  tl 
it  lay  only  with  them  to  elevate  the  morals  of  their  countrymen.  They  were  bou 
to  consult  and  co-operate  with  the  other  Churches  of  the  country  in  this  gr< 
business.  They  had  sometimes  been  obliged  to  stand  aloof,  and  in  such  cases  th 
had  no  help  for  it ;  but  in  this  instance,  it  was  the  duty  of  their  Free  Church 
make  common  cause  with  the  other  Churches  in  the  country,  doing  together  wt 
none  of  them  conld  do  alone. 

They  ought  also,  he  considered,  to  have  all  classes  of  the  community  enlist 
in  this  great  and  good  work,  including  the  aristocracy  and  the  higher  classes 
their  countrymen.  He  thought  they  had  a  right  to  look  for  help  in  this  wc 
from  those  occupying  high  positions,  and  possessing,  consequently,  much  influen 
The  higher  classes  had  always  had  great  influence  in  Scotland,  and  were  alwi 
regarded  with  great  respect  and  esteem  by  the  mass  of  their  fellow-countrymen 
not  least  by  the  people  of  their  own  Church.  And  he  thought  they  should 
reminded  that  they  had  corresponding  duties  to  discharge  to  the  country.  Tfc 
did  not  want  their  county  meetings  to  be  turned  into  religious  conferences;  tl 
did  not  want  their  Commissioners  of  Supply  to  become  preachers;  but  they  want 
men  in  that  position,  and  with  an  influence  peculiarly  their  own,  to  take  I 
Churches  of  the  country  into  their  counsels,  and  to  co-operate  with  these  in  every  n 
they  could.  On  patriotic  grounds,  on  Christian  grounds,  they  had  a  right  to  app> 
to  these  to  aid  them  in  seeking  to  arrest,  with  God's  help,  what  was  a  common  e^ 
and  to  attain  what  was  a  common  good.  (Applause.)  Why  should  they  not  ha 
more  men  in  this  land  like  the  venerable  Earl  of  Shaftesbury — (applause)-- or  I 
estimable  young  nobleman  who  was  at  present  the  representative  of  Her  Mnjesty 
this  city  1  (Applause.)  Why  should  they  not  have  men  in  the  position  of  these  nob 
men,  throwing  themselves  with  all  their  heart  and  soul  into  this  great  work,  givini 
the  benefit  of  their  most  earnest  thoughts,  and  of  their  means  and  influence.  Tt 
did  not  want  to  bring  themselves  as  individuals  under  the  notice  of  such,  but  ai 
Church  their  past  history  and  their  work  entitled  them  to  speak  out  to  the  up] 
ten  thousand  as  God  might  give  them  opportunity,  telling  them  what  their  di 
was,  and  what  the  times  and  the  country  had  a  right  to  expect  at  their  han 
(Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  DAVID  DICKSON,  elder  (Edinburgh),  seconded  the  motion  for  approval 
the  report.  He  considered  this  committee  on  the  state  of  religion  and  morals  to 
one  of  the  most  important  committees  of  the  Church.     It  was  a  saying  of  Whitfi) 
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tkst,  in  the  Church  of  Christ  there  were  outside  workmen  and  inside  workmen,  both 
of  them  necensary  and  important.  The  work  of  this  committee  was  inside  work, 
bearing  directljr  on  the  spiritual  life  of  the  Church  and  the  ingathering  of  souls  to 
Curiit.  He  had  had  the  pleasure  of  acting  as  a  deputy  to  ten  congregatious  last 
win:er  in  obedience  to  the  appointment  of  last  Assembly,  and  ten  years  ago  be  had 
t^en  en'jagcii  in  the  same  work.  It  had  been  to  himself  most  plcaiiant  aud  proiiu 
able.  Sume  of  the  happiest  days  of  his  life  had  been  spent  in  this  work  of  visiiiag 
c^^egulions,  inquiring  how  the  work  of  the  Lord  was  prospering.  He  could 
taderatand  how  Barnabas  was  so  glad  when  he  came  to  Antioch,  and  saw  the  grace 
of  God.  Samuel  Rutherford  once  said,  "  They  who  go  on  Christ's  errands  always  get 
someihing  for  themselves;"  and  so  it  may  be  said  of  the  deputies.  They  receiyed 
noch  ben*: fit  from  meeting  day  after  day  so  many  office-bearers  of  the  Church,  some 
of  them  in  a  bumble  rank  of  life,  but  who  were  doing  good  service  for  their  Master, 
k&d  by  their  warmth  and  consistency  adorning  the  doctrine  of  Qod  their  Saviour. 
Me  e!rongIj  urged  his  brethren  in  the  eldership  to  be  willing  to  engage  in 
(ills  work  when  called  on.  They  would  find  it  most  blessed  and  refreshing 
10  their  own  souls.  By  these  visitations  they  received  hints  of  what  was  going 
on  in  other  parte  of  the  Church,  which  they  could  bring  home  and  make  exceedingly 
uefol  in  their  own  congregations. 

And  they  had  found  these  visits  most  useful  also  to  the  office-bearers  and  congre- 
frations  they  visited.  The  ministers  were  cheered  and  encouraged  by  the  visitors. 
The  elders,  deacons,  and  congregations  got  words  of  counsel  and  sympathy  from  the 
itraogers,  and  it  would  be  found  that  the  Lord  often  blesses  a  message  when  a 
itruiger  brings  it  He  could  mention  interesting  incidents  from  his  own 
experience.  On  one  occasion,  for  example,  he  addressed  in  a  country  town  a 
Ur^  meeting  of  young  men,  when  he  urged  those  who  had  the  necessary  grace  and 
gifts  to  consider  whether  they  should  not  devote  themselves  to  the  ministry  of  the 
fOipeL  A  few  days  after  he  had  returned  home  one  of  these  young  men  came  to 
Itii  boBie  in  Edinburgh  and  said,  "  I  heard  you  speak,  and  I  have  come  to 
begin  my  studies  for  the  ministry."  That  young  man  was  now  an  earnest  and 
(aeeenful  minister  in  one  of  their  colonies. 

Daring  last  winter  he  had  visited  ten  congregations  in  Glasgow.  In  these 
ibere  was  not  much  present  evidence  of  spiritual  progress.  But  much  sowing  of 
ibt  precioQi  seed  was  going  on,  in  connection  with  Sabbath  preaching,  prayer 
meetmgs,  Bible-classes,  and  Sabbath-schools.  And  with  this  diligence  in  sowing 
tbere  was  much  prayer  and  longing  for  the  Spirit  to  be  poured  upon  them  from  on 
itigb.  There  had  often  been  such  periods  in  the  Church,  times  of  diligent  sowing, 
foUoTed  by  times  of  quickening  and  conversion.  One  of  the  most  successful 
niniiteit  had  told  him  that  in  the  beginning  of  his  ministry  he  had  for  two 
whole  yean  been  diligently  preaching  and  teaching,  and  there  had  not  apparently 
l«en&ny  fmit.  But  in  a  few  years  after  the  Lord  sent  a  time  of  revival  to  the  place, 
uid  the  seed  that  had  been  sown  bore  much  fruit  unto  life  eternal.  Let  all  who  are 
Mw  towing  be  praying  and  expecting  a- rich  harvest  in  God's  good  time. 

His  visits  as  a  deputy  last  winter  had  made  him  (Mr.  Dickson)  realise  more  and 
more  how  entirely  the  Free  Church  was  dependent  on  the  Holy  Spirit.  Without 
God  tbey  eould  do  nothing.  Before  the  Disruption  they  used  to  cling  for  defence 
uul  hope  to  the  Act  of  Security  and  Treaty  of  Uniou.  Now,  as  a  disestablished 
Church  their  only  Act  of  Security  was  the  promise  of  the  Father.  For  their  life  and 
progress  as  a  Church  they  were  entirely  dependent  on  the  presence  and  power  of  the 
Keaed  Spirit.  Ko  more  looking  to  man — they  were  entirely  dependent  on  God. 
Biased  dependence  1    Hay  it  be  felt  by  them  more  and  more. 

Hr.  IMBIE,  Dunfermline,  said,  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  debt  on  church  bnild- 
ii^this  matter  had  been  found  so  urgent  that  other  churches  had,  in  the  present  de- 
preacd  drcnmatances  of  the  country,  felt  compelled  to  take  it  up,  and  deal  vigorously 
vithit.  The  fact  that  £100,000  was  now  being  raised  for  church  extension  only  made 
tbiiineoboa  of  debt  more  terrible,  as  not  one  farthing  of  that  extension  fund  could  ga 
towards  debt-ex  tinction.  Congregations  were  meanwhile  being  irretrievably  crippled 
Ib  all  ipiritnal  work.  Better  far  help  such  congregations  than  build  new  churches. 
Tiike  one  case  from  this  year's  report,  p.  44  : — "  Where  a  coni^regation,  strictly 
Mtorial,  and  having  a  membership  of  upwards  of  500,  gathered  within  the  past 
*>veD  years,  and  doing  a  good  work  in  the  district,  is  embarrassed  with  the  heavy 
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burden  of  £5000  of  debt"  Now,  alongside  of  this  one  solitary  case  referred  to  bj 
the  ▼isiton,  why  ahonld  not  all  the  several  congregations  in  Glasgow,  bearing  amoo^ 
them  above  £50,000  of  debt,  have  been  minately  reported  on,  and  brought  promi- 
nently before  the  Church.  An  matters  at  present  stand,  onr  ministers  might  for 
years  be  breaking  down  under  burdens  too  heavy  for  them  to  bear,  and  the  Church 
never  Iluow  of  it  till  it  was  too  late. 

A  correct  note  of  the  exact  amount  of  debt  over  the  Church  could  no  doubt  be 
got  otherwise,  and  ought  to  be  got  at  once,  but  that  did  not  meet  the  whole  case. 
The  Committee  on  Religion  could  in  their  congregational  visitation  quietly  and 
kindly'  fiud  out  for  themselves  the  various  degrees  in  which  debt,  in  each  separate 
cane,  was  hindering  or  destroying  the  spiritual  work  of  congregations ;  and  by  mak- 
ing this  known  to  the  Assembly  in  their  snnual  report,  bring  the  Church  face  to  face 
with  this  multitudinous  evil  in  all  its  forms. 

With  that  one  exception,  the  report  this  year  was  everything  that  could  be 
desired.  It  chronicled  on  almost  every  page  times  of  quickening  and  refreshing 
from  the  presence  of  the  Lord. 

Mr.  THOMAS  M'MICKING,  Helensburgh  (elder),  said  that  as  one  sent  to  the 
outlying  congregations  of  the  Glasgow  Presbytery,  he  desired  to  testify  to  the 
Assembly  the  thankfulness  with  which  small  congregations  received  the  messengers 
from  the  General  Assembly.  In  out-of-the-way  places  the  office-bearers  did  not  see 
many  strangers  desirous  of  inquiring  into  their  spiritual  welfare  and  giving  them 
words  of  counsel  and  encouragement.  He  had  a  letter  from  the  superintendent  of 
the  Sabbath  school  at  TollcroBO,  Glasgow,  where  not  a  penny  was  raised  for  missions 
in  1880,  but  now,  mainly  by  the  visit  of  the  deputies,  they  had  instituted  a  fund, 
and  since  January  last  they  had  collected  a  sum  of  £i.  Every  penny  thus  saved 
might  be  looked  upon  as  saved  from  the  devil  and  the  world,  for  thus  children  were 
taught  haliits  of  self-denial. 

Mr.  J.  K  MILLER,  Glasgow  (elder),  observed  that  the  conviction  had  been  grow, 
ing  on  his  own  mind  the  more  he  had  seen  of  this  work  that  they  in  the  Free  Church 
had  an  agency  at  their  hand  which  it  would  be  well  for  them  if  they  could  utilise  to 
a  much  larger  extent — he  meant  the  eldership  of  their  Church.  He  found  that  with 
all  they  did  there  was  a  constant  need  to  spur  up  their  people  about  attending  ordi- 
nances. He  found  in  towns,  for  instance,  there  were  necessarily  a  number  of  people 
who  could  not  attend  regularly  the  house  of  God.  Now,  where  the  people  could  not 
come  to  the  service — where  they  were  detained  by  household  duties — could  not  the 
elders  take  the  service  more  down  among  them  ?  They  all  knew  the  effect  of  evan- 
gelistic meeting^  depended  a  good  deal  on  their  novelty,  and  they  could  not  always 
have  novelty.  If  they  were  always  having  resort  to  evangelistic  work,  it  lost  to  a 
certain  extent  its  novelty.  Why  was  it  that  they  had  not  more  blessing  in  the 
ordinary  ministrations  of  the  sanctuary.  He  thought  a  good  deal  arose  from  the 
fisct  that  when  they  went  to  these  evangelistic  meetings  they  expected  blessings, 
but  they  had  got  into  the  habit  of  attending  the  house  of  God  without  looking  for 
results.  They  went — and  he  thought  all  their  people  fell  into  this  rut— just  to  hear, 
and  there  was  an  end  of  it.  They  heard  with  some  profit;  they  talked  perhaps 
about  the  sermons,  but  there  it  ended.  They  forgot  what  should  follow,  viz.,  to  put 
the  sermons  into  their  lives — and  the  elders,  especially,  he  thought,  forgot  that  they 
ought  to  take  what  they  heard  down  to  their  districts,  gather  their  people,  and  let 
the  sermons  they  heard — better  evangelistic  addresses  than  they  often  got  at  evan- 
gelistic meetings — filter  through  them  to  their  people.  He  was  quite  persuaded  if 
there  was  more  of  that  done  systematically  by  the  eldership  of  their  Church  in  their 
own  districts  they  would  see  a  greatly  revived  Church.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  JOHN  ROBERTSON,  Pultneytown,  Wick  (elder),  said  that  at  the  prayer 
meeting  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall  on  Thursday  evening  he  expected  there  wpuld 
have  been  a  large  turn  out  of  members,  but  when  he  arrived  a  few  minutes  before 
eight  o'clock  he  found  a  large  number  of  them  in  the  lobby,  and  when  in  the  hall  he 
eould  not  see  fifty  members  of  Assembly.*  (A  laugh.)  While  they  looked  at  those 
outaide  they  ought  to  bring  their  attention  to  what  more  immediately  concerned 
themi«elves.    This  was  not  what  it  ought  to  be.     The  best  test  of  knowing  about 

*  On  Thursday  Evening  all  the  members  of  Assembly  are  bound  to  be  in  attend* 
ance  at  the  meetings  of  the  Committees  of  Bills  and  Overtures. — Ed. 
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tke  genuliieBefli  of  a  reriTal  was  to  know  what  was  used  in  worship,  what  they  nsed 
IB  the  aerrice  of  praise,  whether  the  psalms  divinelj  appointed,  or  the  hymns  of 
ftttkej  and  others,  that  had  no  official  sanction  for  their  usage.  (A  langh.)  On 
the  saatter  of  baaaara  it  was  essential  that  the  Chnrch  shoold  face  the  matter. 
There  were  growing  erils  in  these  bazaars.  For  his  own  part,  he  would  wish  to  see 
tkem  abolished  altogether;  and,  he  might  add,  the  Church  had  yet  to  learn,  in  tbe 
iatereata  of  religion  and  morality,  that  there  was  a  more  scriptural  way  of  bringing 
oat  the  freewill  offerings  of  the  people,  freely  allowing  them  to  contribute  of  their 
nbstance  without  saying  there  were  so  many  things  to  attract  them.  It  was  time, 
ia  the  interests  of  religion  and  morality,  the  leaders  of  the  Church  ought  to  educate 
tk«  people.  Returning  again  to  the  praise  at  evangelistic  meetings,  Mr.  Robertson 
nkrnd  to  the  Tory  questionable  means  used  in  the  service  of  praise — the  spurious 
kfwis  which  were  displacing  the  divinely-appointed  psalms.  The  Confession  was 
ftrj  plain  on  the  subject,  and  so  was  their  Directory  of  Public  and  Family  Worship. 
At  Bible  classes  and  social  entertainments  a  liberty  was  given  which  ought  not  u> 
be  lilowedy  because  it  waa  an  indirect  way  of  introducing  these  instruments  wbich 
■ea  had  invented  for  themselves,  and  which  hindered  the  cause  of  purity  of  wor- 
ihip.  Mr.  Robertson  proceeded  to  describe  a  children's  meeting  in  the  North,  at 
vhieh,  he  said,  there  was  not  a  single  verse  of  the  psalms  sung,  thus  depriving  the 
children  of  the  finest  of  the  wheat,  and  feeding  them  with  the  straw  and  chaff  of 
hoBksa  growth.     (Laughter.) 

Tbe  motion  was  then  put  to  the  Assembly,  and  adopted. 

Devotional  exercises  were  again  engageid  in,  and  the  Assembly  rose  at  four 
o'clock,  to  meet  again  at  seven  o'clock. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Assembly  resumed  at  seven  o'clock — Dr.  Laughton,  Moderator. 

BIFOBT  OH  OVEBTUBES. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  submitted  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Over- 
tam,  vhieh  stated  that  it  had  been  agreed  to  transmit  82  overtures  to  the  Assembly. 
Of  these  87  referred  to  the  case  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith — bome  of  them  rerer- 
ring  to  the  action  of  tbe  Commission,  and  others  not,  but  on  different  Hues  ;  18 
rcfiniing  the  hymnal ;  3  aa  to  Sabbath  observance ;  2  as  to  the  Society  for  Promoting 
Chrinisn  Knowledge ;  2  aa  to  Popery,  from  the  same  Presbytery,  and  spparenily  aim- 
iig  tt  the  same  thing,  which.  Sir  Henry  said,  had  puzzled  the  Committee  a  little,  but 
the  Assembly  might  consider  that  afterwards ;  1  as  to  spiritual  qualifications  for  ihe 
■iiistiy ;  3  aa  to  the  supervision  of  students ;  1  as  to  the  method  of  taking  evidence ; 
1  as  (0  educational  endowments  in  Scotland,  A,c. ;  1  as  to  the  Nomination  Com* 
■ittee;  1  aa  to  Disestablishment;  1  as  to  the  abduction  of  young  girU,  &c. ;  1  at 
to  the  Oaths  Bill ;  1  ss  to  the  opium  traffic ;  and  1  as  to  the  Standing  Committees. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  sdopted. 

KSPOBT  ON  BILLS. 

Dr.  WILSON  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Bills,  which,  amongst  other 
tkisgi,  reoommended  the  transmission  to  the  Assembly  of  a  number  of  petitions 
>^ted  by  meetings  of  Free  Churchmen  and  kirk-sessions  in  different  parts  of  the 
«>uitiy  sgainst  the  procedure  of  the  Commission  in  the  case  of  Professor  Robertson 
Sttith. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

OBDEB  OF  BUSINESS. 

Priodpal  RAINT,  as  convener  of  the  Business  Committee,  laid  before  the 
•^■egihly  a  draft  of  the  order  of  business. 

OONYKBSION  OF  THE  JXWS. 

Dr.  MOODY  STUART  gave  in  the  report  on  the  missionary  efforts  of  the 
Church  in  connection  with  the  conversion  of  the  Jews  throughout  the  world. 
Uppendix  IX)     In  submitting  the  report^  he  said  that,  in  seeking  the  salvation  of 
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Israel,  they  had  a  special  promise  to  rely  upon,  the  most  outstanding  want  in  the 
Christiaa  Church  to  fill  up,  the  highest  self-interest  to  secure,  and  the  most  rapidly- 
ripeniog  of  all  national  hiaiories  to  complete.  (Applause.)  In  the  time  to  come,  as 
in  ages  past,  other  nations  might  waste  away  from  the  face  of  the  earth ;  but  Israel, 
which  alone  of  all  others  had  been  crushed  and  continually  threatened  with  extinction, 
had  the  assurance  of  permaueucc  in  the  promise  that  "  all  Israel  should  be  aaved." 
It  seemed  as  if  Israel  would  have  been  destroyed  by  manifold  persecutions,  and  that 
they  would  have  perished  in  their  unbelief.  It  had  been  said,  indeed,  that  if  Israel 
had  not  been  persecuted — that  if  they  had  been  treated  with  kindness — they  would 
have  been  absorbed  long  ago  among  the  nations ;  but  whether  Israel  had  been  cut 
oiT  in  unbelief,  or  whether  they  had  been  absorbed  in  unbelief,  in  either  case  they 
would  have  been  lost  and  not  saved ;  and  the  sure  promise  of  God  was,  that  Israel 
iu  the  end  "  shall  be  saved,"  and  on  that  promise  they  went  in  their  mission  work. 
Latterly  kindness  had  been  tried  on  Israel ;  in  Western  Europe,  as  in  America,  for 
one  or  two  generations  they  had  been  invested  with  all  civil  privileges,  and  the  efifect 
had  been  a  great  increase  iu  numbers,  in  wealth,  and  in  power.  Unhappily,  along 
with  that,  there  had  been  in  mauy  a  decrease  of  religious  faith  and  a  sinking  into 
infidelity.  An  American  Rabbi  complained  '*  that  mothers  and  children  had  un- 
learned how  to  pray ;  that  Sabbath  rest,  with  its  cheering,  had  taken  leave  of  their 
homes ;  that  the  flower  of  piety  had  withered ;  that  religion  was  at  the  freezing 
point,  and  that  the  enlightened  Jews  were  on  the  brink  of  atheism."  One  of  the 
leaders  of  the  anti-Semitic  agitation  in  Berlin  said  that  the  Jewish  press  breathed  a 
spirit  of  hatred  against  everything  Christian,  that  the  Jews  were  destroying  the 
Christian  faith  in  Germany,  and  that  their  own  creed  was  the  blank  page  betweea 
the  Old  and  New  Testament.  For  the  present,  at  least,  the  tide  had  turned  against 
the  Jews,  and  they  spoke  of  the  agitation  in  these  terms :  "  The  Jews  had  out- 
stripped the  Germans  in  the  race  for  wealth  and  power — there  was  the  head  and 
front  of  their  ofiending.  The  sole  motive  had  been  the  envy  excited  by  Jewish  suc- 
cess in  commerce  and  society  during  the  last  ten  yearn.  But  a  little  further,  and 
the  result  will  be  a  general  migration  of  the  rich  Jews  of  Germany  to  France,  Bel 
gium,  and  England.  Germans  might  object  to  see  the  milliards,  obtained  as  the 
war  indemnity,  monopolised  by  the  Jews  and  spent  ostentatiously  in  their  presence ; 
bat  they  would  object  still  more  to  see  the  milliards  carried  back  to  France  to  be 
spent  and  laid  out  among  the  *  hereditary  enemy.'  '* 

In  the  Prussian  Chambers  in  Berlin,  Pastor  Stocker,  the  Court  preacher,  con- 
cluded an  anti-Semitic  address  by  an  image,  very  graphic,  but  certainly  very  exag- 
gerated, in  which  he  likened  Germany  to  a  dead  body  under  the  cold  inspection  of 
a  circle  of  Jews  : — "  At  the  post-mortem  examination  of  a  body,  lately,  there  were 
present  the  district  physician,  the  lawyer,  the  surgeon,  and  a  fourth  official — all 
Jews,  and  none  but  the  corpse  was  German!  "  (Laughter.)  Regarding  these  re- 
cent outbreaks  of  feeling  against  them,  the  more  earnest  Jews  observed  that  this 
anti-Semitic  agitation  had  come  just  in  time  to  arrest  the  declension  of  the  Jews 
into  infidelity,  and  force  them  back  into  the  companionship  of  their  brethren.  "  If 
they  read  history  aright,"  said  the  **  Jewish  Chronicle,"  **^  persecution  had  been  ap- 
pointed as  a  perpetual  safeguard  against  the  merging  of  Jews  into  the  surrounding 
nationalities."  Hitherto  the  providence  of  God  had  watched  over  Israel,  staying 
persecution  when  it  would  have  ended  in  extermination,  and  suffering  it  to  revlTe 
again  when  prosperity  would  have  ended  in  religious  indifference  and  infidelity. 

Next,  the  conversion  of  the  Jews  would  fill  up  the  most  outstanding  of  all  wants 
in  the  Christian  Church,  the  absence  of  their  elder  brother.  He  did  not  mean 
either  that  the  same  amount  of  Christian  effort  should  be  put  forth  for  the  Jews  as 
for  the  multitude  of  the  heathen,  or  that  the  Jews  and  Gentiles  would  always 
remain  distinct  portions  of  the  Christian  Church;  but  just  as  there  was  a  great 
blank  in  the  family  of  God  when  the  younger  son  was  far  off  from  the  Father's 
house,  so  now,  again,  there  was  a  great  blank  in  the  family  of  God  when  their  elder 
brother  was  standing  without;  and  until  the  Church  should  set  herself  in  far 
greater  earnest  than  she  had  ever  hitherto  done,  this  outstanding  want  would  not  be 
filled  up.  The  Lord  Jesus  Christ  was  declared  to  be  the  corner-stone  on  which  Jew 
and  Geutile  were  united  together;  and  there  was  this  great  blank  in  their  Father's 
house,  that  whilst  the  wall  of  Judah  remained  unbuilt,  Christ  was  not  visibly  the 
corner-atone  of  the  temple.     When  the  Lord  should  appear  in  His  glory,  it  would 
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be  (0  declare  His  name  in  Zion,  and  His  praise  in  Jemsalem,  when  the  people  were 
^ihered  together  and  the  kingdoms  to  praise  the  Lord  ;  and  then  all  the  bnilding 
would  be  joined  together  and  grow  into  a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord.  (Applause.) 
Ai  he  wished  to  speak  of  the  present  progress  of  the  Jews,  he  would  not  take  up  the 
point  that  it  was  the  securing  of  their  own  self-interest  to  seek  the  salvation  of 
linel.  but  simplj  say  that  the  recciying  of  them  was  expressly  promised  to  be  "  life 
fmmthe  dead/'  and  therefore  not  for  the  honour  of  their  Lord  only,  but  for  their  own 
i&kef,  for  the  sake  of  the  whole  world,  they  should  earnestly  seek  the  salvation  of  Israel. 
(Applause.)  Finally,  the  history  of  Israel  was  at  this  hour  the  most  rapidly  ripening 
of  all  national  histories.  It  had  been  truly  said  by  an  English  writer  that  "  the 
political  and  social  influence  of  the  Jews  was  every  year  becoming  greater.  Expec- 
tation with  regard  to  their  future  as  a  nation  was  higher  and  more  intense  both 
imoag  themselves  and  others.  And  the  whole  aspect  of  Providence  towards  the 
Jewish  people  was  at  this  moment  a  rebuke  to  the  apathy  of  Christendom,  and  to 
the  feeble  efforts  that  have  hitherto  been  put  forth  for  their  recovery  to  Christ." 

The  Jews  are  rapidly  becoming  a  powerful  nation,  and  during  the  last  ten  years 
Dore  rapidly  than  before.  They  are  conscious  of  their  own  progress  and  proud  of  it. 
Quoting  from  a  magazine  article,  Dr.  Stuart  said,  '*  The  press,  in  a  great  measure  at 
lK>me  and  almost  entirely  in  Germany,  was  in  the  hands  of  Jews ;  and  when  they 
weighed  the  power  of  that  organisation  which  was  now  in  London  being  converted 
from  a  mere  charitable  into  a  political  institution,  they  must  admit  that  nothing 
eooid  prevent  the  return  of  the  Jews  to  their  native  land — a  land  which  one  of  their 
grett  capitalists  could  buy  as  a  private  property — if  once  the  irresistible  energy  of 
Uie  nuion  was  direrted  towards  that  object.  Controlling  the  press,  holding  leading 
potitions  in  the  government  of  Europe,  and  possessing  the  mightiest  power  of  all  in 
onparalleled  wealth — organised  and  active,  though  silent  in  their  strength — it  was 
oolj  the  shrewd,  worldly  wisdom  of  the  Jews  which  prevented  their  risking  money  in 
Teatures  certain  to  fail,  while  mongrel  Pashas  continued  to  misgovern  their  native 
had ;  and  they  might  feel  sure  that,  so  soon  as  their  hateful  presence  was  with- 
drawn, the  natural  wealth  of  modern  Palestine — the  luxuriant  cr«ps  of  corn  with 
thich  a  great  part  of  Europe  might  be  fed ;  of  oil,  inferior  to  none  in  Italian  olive 
jirdi ;  of  wine,  from  the  produce  of  old  wine  yards,  deranged  only  for  want  of  hands 
to  tend  the  grape — would  again  be  carried  to  the  markets  of  the  West,  mainly  through 
the  agency  and  for  the  monetary  advantage  of  the  ancient  conquerors  of  the  Holy 
Uad."  (Applause.)  If  by  any  combination  of  prosperity  and  adversity  Israel  should, 
ia  the  providence  of  God,  regain  the  possession  of  their  own  land,  while  at  the  same 
time  millions  of  them  remained  dispersed  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  they  would 
certauily  exert  a  singular  power  in  the  world ;  and  the  saying,  which  they  are  fond 
of  qooting,  of  their  famous  Rabbi,  Jehuda  Halevi,  will  become  strikingly  true — that 
"  Inael  is  among  the  nations  as  the  heart  among  the  liml>8,"  which,  however,  will 
only  be  when  they  acknowledge  Jesus  of  Nazareth  as  the  King  of  the  Jews.  The 
uiimoaity  against  the  Jews  had  lulled  for  a  time  in  Germany,  but  seemed  to  have 
broken  oat  more  violently  in  Russia ;  and  as  Russia  contained  about  three  million 
of  Jewi,  if  it  ihould  continue  the  consequences  might  be  serious. 

hi  a  variety  of  ways  the  history  of  the  Jews  seemed  to  be  hastening  toward  great 
ereati,  which  warn  us  that  it  is  high  time  for  the  Church  of  Christ  to  awake  to  the 
cUima  which  the  children  of  Israel  have  on  their  best  efforts  for  their  salvation.  In 
oor  miaaion  school  at  Pesth  one  of  the  girls  has  been  withdrawn  on  account  of  her 
^  hi  Christ ;  and  the  Rabbi  complained  that  she  had  become  such  a  fanatic.  If 
they  ihonld  go  forth  and  spread  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel  amongst  Israel,  when 
*Uj  of  trial  shall  come  npon  them,  it  will  probably  be  also  a  day  of  visitation;  and 
^^  glad  tidings  of  g^ce  retained  in  their  memories,  or  read  in  the  New  Testament, 
'''^J  prove  to  them  a  light  shining  in  a  dark  place  till  the  day  dawn  and  the  day- 
star  ariie  in  their  hearts.  In  a  large  diamond  factory  in  Amsterdam  the  work  is 
curled  on  by  fonr  hundred  men,  all  of  them  Jews.  On  the  highest  floor,  with  the 
brighteat  lights  the  young  men  with  the  best  eyesight  cut  the  facets  of  the  diamonds 
vith  diamond  chisels ;  and  on  the  lower  floors,  with  powerful  machinery,  the  older 
ft^n  polish  them  with  diamond  dust.  Among  their  objects  of  interest  they  show 
?oo  a  large  diamond  of  which  they  can  make  no  use,  because  it  is  harder  than  any 
^cr  itone  in  the  world,  and  no  human  skill  can  either  cut  or  polish  it.  The  first 
*^o«ght  BOinretted  by  Uda  stone,  so  hopelessly  hard,  is  the  Prophet  Zechariah's 
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compariBon  of  the  heart  of  Israel  to  the  hardness  of  the  diamond — "  Tea,  thej  hare 
made  their  hearts  as  an  adamant  stone."  Bat  when  Israel  shall  be  saved  through 
grace,  the  same  prophet  alters  the  image,  and  predicts  for  them  not  the  hardness  of 
tlie  stone,  but  the  beauty  of  the  brilliant  jewel — "  The  Lord  their  Qod  shall  saye 
them  as  the  flock  of  His  people,  for  they  shall  be  as  the  stones  of  a  crown  lifted  np 
as  an  ensign  upon  His  land.'*  That  hardest  of  all  adamants  in  the  world,  to  which 
I  have  referred,  is  belicTed  to  be  capable  of  exquisite  beauty ;  but,  meanwhile,  it 
looks  of  little  worth,  like  a  large  crystal  of  coarse,  g^en  glass,  and  the  most 
skilful  craftsman  could  not  fashion  it  into  grace  and  beauty,  but  could  only  cmah  it 
into  dust  for  the  polishing  of  other  diamonds.  Even  so  the  power  of  man  might 
crush  the  nation  of  Israel  into  dost,  but  it  is  quite  helpless  to  transform  it  into 
Cliristian  grace.  But  all  things  are  possible  with  God ;  and  to  Israel  the  bright 
promise  remains  sure,  and  seems  fast  hastening  to  its  fulfilment,  "  The  Gentiles  ahalL 
see  thy  righteousness,  and  all  the  kings  thy  glory  ;  and  thou  shalt  be  called  by  a  new 
name,  which  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  shall  name :  Thou  shalt  also  be  a  crown  of  gloiy  in 
the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God."    ( Applause.) 

Mr.  MOODT,  Jewish  missionary  from  Pesth,  referred  to  the  success  of  a  move* 
ment  which  had  been  started  and  which  bad  been  supported  by  friends  in  Scotland, 
for  the  building  of  a  church  and  school-house  at  Pesth.  Now  they  had  in  that  town 
a  congregation  which  was  deeply  interested  in  their  work.  They  were  not  subject 
to  persecution  in  their  work,  and  could  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  adding  to 
the  number  of  those  who  had  already  been  converted.  After  stating  that  their 
congregation  was  of  a  somewhat  cosmopolitan  character,  comprising  people  belong- 
ing to  many  nations,  Mr.  Moody  said  that  the  Jewish  question  was  one  which  had 
now  come  to  the  front  everywhere.  It  was  not  like  the  Greek  or  the  Turkish  quea- 
tion,  but  was  one  quite  by  itself.  Although  scattered  among  the  nations,  they  dwelt 
and  stood  in  a  sense  alone,  their  position  being  altogether  unique.  In  Hungary 
they  had  a  strong  love  to  the  Jews,  and  he  considered  they  were  engaged  in  the 
right  solution  of  the  Jewish  question,  their  mission  being  prosecuted  in  the  spirit  of 
love.  The  Jews  were  not  to  overcome,  but  were  to  be  overcome,  and  the  solution  of 
the  Jewish  question  was  the  bringing  of  the  Jews  into  the  kingdom  where  there  waa 
no  distinction  between  Jew  and  Greek.  In  Hungary  their  church  in  Pesth  waa  the 
centre  of  ingathering,  but,  unfortunately,  the  debt  on  their  church  still  amounted  to 
about  £2000.  Por  the  greater  part  of  this  sum  they  had  to  pay  interest  at  the  rate 
of  6^  per  cent  They  raised  £120  or  £150  per  annum  for  congregational  purposes, 
besides  a  considerable  amount  for  missions,  but  this  debt  burdened  them  very  much. 
But  if  they  raised  at  present  a  sum  of  £700  they  would  be  relieved  from  their 
financial  difficulties.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Jewish  Committee  on  Wednesday  he 
was  glad  to  say  he  had  received  a  grant  of  £200  to  clear  off  the  debt,  and  he  hoped 
within  the  next  four  weeks  to  receive  the  balance  of  £500. 

Mr.  NORMAK  WALKER  gave  in  a  report  of  a  deputation,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Corsock,  Mr.  Brown  Douglas,  and  himself,  along  with  Mrs.  Brown 
Douglas,  as  representing  the  Ladies'  Society,  who  had  visited  the  Jewish  missions 
on  the  Continent  In  regretting  the  absence  of  Mr.  Brown  Douglas,  who  had  now 
for  several  years  been  secretary  of  the  Jewish  Committee,  Mr.  Walker  said  that 
during  that  time  Mr.  Douglas  had  laboured  in  the  interest  of  the  cause  with  an 
«amestness  and  assiduity  which,  in  his  opinion,  merited  the  distinct  recognition  of 
the  General  Assembly.  There  was  no  detail  in  connection  with  their  Jewish  mission 
work  on  which  Mr.  Brown  Douglas  was  not  prepared  to  give  an.  opinion  deserving  of 
the  greatest  weight  and  attention.  Confining  himself  to  an.  account  of  the  mission  at 
Constantinople,  which  he  had  visited,  he  explained  that  the  most  prominent  method 
used  was  that  of  education,  stating  that  they  had  now  about  200  young  people 
receiving  education  at  the  mission.  They  also,  he  mentioned,  held  religious  aer- 
Tices  both  on  Sabbath  and  week  days,  while  they  had  also  house  visitation  and 
distribution  of  tracts ;  and,  more  recently,  they  had  added  a  medical  dispensary,  in 
charge  of  a  medical  missionary,  which  had  already  borne  much  fruit  Referring  to 
the  high  position  and  power  now  held  by  the  Jews  on  the  Continent,  he  pointed  out 
that  there  were  missionaries  on  the  Continent  who  held  that  the  Jew  was  a  factor 
of  such  importance,  that  at  election  times  the  candidate  felt  it  was  aa  desirable  for 
him  to  secure  the  Jewish  vote  as  it  was  for  a  candidate  in  this  country  to  get  the 
Irish  vote  in  Glasgow  or  LiverpooL    Looking  at  this  faot^  and  considering  the 
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intcreit  they  had  in  the  ftitare,  surely  it  was  wise  to  endeavour  to  secure  on  their 
tide  I  nee  who  promised  to  be  so  influential. 

Pastor  C 1 S  AR,  Bohemian  pastor,  then  addressed  the  Assembly,  giring  some  interest- 
in^iaformatiouin  regard  to  the  work  of  the  gospel  in  Bohemia,  and  inviting  a  deputation 
Wtke  Aaaembly  to  share  in  the  celebration  of  the  centenary  of  the  freedom  of  their  Church« 
The  MODERATOR,  in  thanking  Pastor  Cisar  for  his  address,  said  the  Assembly 
eoild  not  forget  the  connection  in  early  times  between  Great  Britain  and  the  land 
of  Haas,  and  that  in  that  country  the  great  Reformation  of  the  sixteenth  century 
bd  its  dawn.  The  Churches  of  Europe  and  America  must  always  look  upon  it  with 
isterett  in  thia  respecL  Neither  could  they  forget  the  long  period  of  persecution  to 
vUek  the  Church  of  Bohemia  had  been  subjected,  so  severe  and  cruel,  indeed,  that 
itvts  only  surprising  that  such  a  remnant  had  survived  to  enjoy  the  freedom  they 
S9V  kad.  The  Assembly  cordially  sympathised  with  them  in  the  prospect  of  cele- 
bntiBg  the  centenary  of  their  emancipation,  desiring  that  they  might  have  a  spiritual 
kksiiog,  and  that  the  Church  might  extend  itself  still  further.     (Applause.) 

Principal  RAINY,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  remarked  that  he  believed 
tkeChordi  had  all  along  felt  that  it  was  profitable  work  in  which  it  was  engaged 
amongst  the  Jews — that  the  fruits  given  them  were  precious,  and  that  the  hopes 
eooaeeied  with  it  were  not  only  interesting  in  themselves,  but  edifying  to  the  mem- 
ben  of  the  Church.  Still  they  had  felt,  he  dared  say,  that  it  was  a  work  which 
Ood  ia  the  meantime — whether  connected  with  their  want  of  faith,  or  in  connection 
with  His  own  mysterious  purpose — they  were  not  led  to  feel  that  it  was  going  on 
viUi  great  rapidity  and  with  remarkable  fruits.  But  they  had  great  promises,  and 
tb  fidfilment  of  these  promises  was  to  be  associated  with  very  great  events  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  It  was  very  specially  a  work  in  which  they  were  called  to 
beliere  that  they  might  see  the  salvation  of  Ood.  They  found  the  work  necessary, 
beoBie  by  it  they  were  made  peculiarly  to  feel  what  the  extent  of  Christianity  was. 

Mr.  SitlTH,  Corsock,  who  had  visited  Constantinople  as  another  of  the  Church's 
depaties,  seconded  the  motion,  and  referred  to  the  need  which  existed  for  labourers 
IB  that  interesting  field.   He  said  that  at  this  late  hour  he  would  confine  his  remarks 
to  a  single  point.  The  committee  were  greatly  in  need  of  a  man,  and  he  might  add, 
ft  Baa  of  first-rate  quality,  to  act  as  a  colleague  to  Mr.  Tomory.     He  knew  of  no 
aobltr  field  of  Christian  effort  at  the  present  time,  or  one  more  fitted  to  call  forth 
ill  the  energies  of  any  young  minister  or  probationer  who  had  in  him  a  spark  of 
tpiritaal  ambition,  or  the  desire  to  leave  behind  him  a  mark  on  the  development  of 
(^ffiifs  kingdom,  at  one  of  the  gpreat  epochs  of  its  history.    Erents  were  hurrying 
forvard  with  extraordinary  rapidity.    The  Turkish  empire  was  by  universal  consent 
iHt  breaking  np.     Constantinople  was  becoming  more  and  more  the  centre  of  Euro- 
pan  uiteresty  the  pivot  round  which  the  events  of  the  future  must  turn.  The  Jewish 
Bind  there  as  elsewhere  was  opening  to  new  influences,  and  was  greatly  more 
leeesiible  to  Christian  truth  than  in  days  gone  by.     We  had  heard  to-night  of  the 
Timlent  perseentions  which  had  been  excited  against  the  Jews  in  Berlin,  in  the 
loitk  of  Rosaia,  and  in  other  places,  where  it  was  kept  down  only  by  strong  repres- 
lioB.    This  question,  however,  had  another  side.     Whilst  such  excesses  must  be 
deploied  by  all  Christian  men,  one  is  compelled  to  inquire  if  there  be  not  some  - 
S^noal  cause  at  work  to  account  for  a  movement  so  spontaneous  and  so  widespread. 
Undoubtedly  it  was  due  to  the  gre&i  power  politically,  financially,  and  commercially 
vlueb  the  Jews  had  everywhere  acquired.     The  press  and  finance,  the  two  main 
Itren  of  modem  secular  society,  were  largely  in  their  hands,  or  at  least  under  their 
«wkoly  and  extended  their  influence  in  many  others,  and  indeed  in  all  other  direo- 
tim.    The  nations  resented  the  dictation  of  a  power  which  was  in  the  midst  of 
tltt,  and  yet  was  not,  and  as  they  instinctively  felt,  never  could  be  of  them.  These 
■nliiiags  of  the  Jews,  therefore,  were  a  testimony  to  the  extraordinary  position 
*^^vuii  to  by  them.     Sorely  when  such  events  and  changes  were  happening  before 
^'^cjes,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Christian  Church  to  arouse  herself  to  a  sense  of 
^Rsponsibility.     A  young  man  engaging  himself  in  the  work  of  Israel's  salvation 
^t  hope  to  have  a  share  in  helping  forward  a  great  crisis  in  the  history  of  the 
C^Bith  and  of  the  world. 

The  motion  was  adopted,  as  follows : — 

"  The  Qeneral  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  accord  their  thanks  to  the 
^Qunittee,  and  especially  to  the  convener. 

"The  Ajsembly  welcome  Mr.  Andrew  Moody  and  the  other  deputies  from  abroad 
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who  hsTO  addreued  them,  and  receire  with  interest  the  statements  thejr  haTe  made 
bearing  on  their  own  special  work,  as  well  as  on  mission  work  among  the  Jews. 

**  Thej  have  also  gladlj  received  the  personal  tesiimonj  of  members  of  the  com- 
mittee who  hare  lately  ylsited  Constantinople,  Pesth,  Breslaa,  and  Prague,  to  the 
efiBciency  of  those  who  labour  in  these  several  places,  and  thej  have  no  doubt  that 
this  vi^it  will  have  a  beneficial  influence  on  these  stations  and  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  committee  itself.  The  Assembly  record  their  thanks  to  the  deputies,  and 
especially  to  Mr.  Brown  Douglas  for  his  eminent  services  to  the  committee  in  tliis 
and  in  other  respects.  The  Assembly  rejoice  to  be  informed  of  the  Jewish  children 
receiving  instruction,  and  of  the  many  inquirers  during  the  past  year  who  have  come 
to  all  their  missionaries,  and  for  the  measure  of  success  which  God  has  been  pleased 
to  give  in  dealing  with  them. 

**  They  regret  to  learn  that  the  expenditure  of  the  committee  this  year  has  some- 
what exceeded  their  income,  and  that  the  annual  collection  was  so  seriously  affected 
in  its  amount  by  the  extremely  boisterous  weather  on  the  day  which  had  been 
appointed  for  it  in  December  last. 

"  The  Assembly  has  every  confidence  in  the  liberality  of  the  Free  Chnreh  gene- 
rally towards  this  as  well  as  other  schemes,  and  in  these  times  when  Jews  are  exer- 
cising so  much  influence  in  the  world,  and  are  also  subject  to  so  great  persecution, 
they  very  cordially  commend  this  mission  in  all  its  departments  to  the  liberal  efforts 
and  earnest  prayers  of  the  people  of  this  Church,  and  they  inTite,  with  renewed 
oigeney,  ministers  of  the  Church  to  respond  to  the  InTitation  the  committee  addresses 
to  them  for  help  in  this  field  of  labour." 

The  Assembly  adjourned  shortly  after  ten  o'clock,  lo  meet  next  day  at  ten  o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  21. 
The  Assembly  resumed  to-day  at  ten  o'clock — Dr.  Laughton,  Moderator. 

THX  OASE  or  PBOvsaaoB  bmrh. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said  that  when  the  OTortnres  respecting  Professor 
Smith's  case,  so  far  as  the  action  of  the  Commission  was  concerned,  were  brought 
under  the  view  of  the  House  (on  Monday  night),  he  intended  to  move,  nnlesa  some- 
thing occurred  to  make  any  alteration  in  hia  intention — 

«  That  the  General  Assembly  having  considered  overtures  relating  to  the  ease  of 
Professor  Smith,  in  so  far  as  they  refer  to  the  aetion  of  the  Commission  in  August 
and  October,  and  the  memorials  on  the  same  subject,  find  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  interfering  with  the  action  of  the  Commission,  but  that  the  report  of  its  com- 
mittee furnishes  materials  which  call  for  earnest  attention ;  further,  instmet  the 
clerks  in  preparing  the  Act  for  appointhag  a  new  Commission  to  frame  it  in  the  same 
terms  in  which  similar  acts  have  been  framed  since  1844." 

Principal  RAINY — 1  liave  to  give  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  same  subjects  In 
this  connection  I  do  not  wish  to  say  that  this  matter  so  far  resembles  a  judlcUl 
eaae,  and  in  a  judicial  case  we  do  not  give  notice  of  motion,  as  there  are  pleadings 
at  the  bar.  I  tliink  everybody  will  feel  that  in  this  case  it  is  not  only  allowable,  hot 
absolutely  due  to  all  parties,  that  notice  should  be  given  at  the  earliest  opporionity 
of  what  it  seems  to  any  of  us  to  be  suiuble  to  propose.    I  will  more  : — 

*'  The  General  Assembly  hsTing  had  their  attention  called  by  the  judgment  of 
the  Commission  in  October,  and  by  orertures  from  Presbyteries,  to  certain  writings 
of  Professor  Smith,  and  in  particular  to  an  article,  '  Hebrew  Language  and  Litera- 
ture,' in  the  *  Eneydopsedia  Britaunica  ;* — 

"And  considering  that  said  article  was  prepared  for  publication  by  Professor  Smith 
after  he  had  accepted  service  of  libel  on  account  of  previous  statements  made  by  him 
on  cognate  matters ; — 

**  And  considering  that  said  article  was  not  before  last  Assembly  when  they  pro- 
nounced judgment  on  said  libel, because  it  did  not  appear  until  after  the  Assembly  had 
risen,  and  the  Professor,  in  accepting  admonition  as  to  the  unguarded  and  incomplete 
character  of  previous  utterances,  gave  no  indication  of  its  being  in  existence ; — 

^  And  having  in  view  also  a  letter  from  Professor  Smith  to  the  Free  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen,  in  which  he  explains  and  defends  his  conduct  in  relation  to  that  article 
--Find  :— 

I.  Tliat  the  construction  of  last  Assembly's  judgment  in  Profeasor  Smith's 
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me,  on  which,  io  his  letter,  he  claims  that  the  right  was  conceded  to  him  to  pro- 
nclgate  hia  Yiew»  m  the  manner  he  has  done,  is  anwarrantable ;  the  Assemblj 
tbtrefore  repndiate  that  construction,  and  adopt  the  statement  on  this  subject  con- 
uised  in  the  report  submitted  to  the  Commission  in  October. 

**  2.  That  the  article  '  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature  '  is  fitted  to  give  at  least  as 
grett  offence,  and  cause  as  serious  anxietj,as  that  for  which  he  was  formerly  dealt  with. 

"  3.  That  it  contains  statements  which  are  fitted  to  throw  grave  doubt  on  the 
kiftorical  truth  and  diyine  inspiration  of  seyeral  books  of  Scripture. 

"  4.  That  both  the  tone  of  the  article  in  itself,  and  the  fact  that  such  an  article 
US  prepared  and  published  in  the  circumstances,  and  after  all  the  previous  pro- 
ceedings in  his  case,  evince  on  the  part  of  Professor  Smith  a  singular  insensibility 
to  hit  responsibilities  as  a  theological  professor,  and  a  singular  and  culpable  lack  of 
•jnpathy  with  the  reasonable  anxieties  of  the  Church  as  to  the  bearing  of  critical 
ipeealations  on  the  integrity  and  authority  of  Scripture. 

"  5.  That  all  this  has  deepened  the  conviction  already  entertained  by  a  large 
leeUon  of  the  Church  that  Professor  Smith,  whatever  his  gifts  and  attainments, 
vbieh  the  Assembly  have  no  disposition  to  undervalue,  ought  no  longer  to  be  en- 
truted  with  the  training  of  students  for  the  ministry. 

"  Therefore  the  General  Assembly,  having  the  responsible  duty  to  discharge  of 
oreneeiag  the  teaching  in  the  Divinity  Halls,  while  they  are  sensible  of  the  im- 
portinee  of  guarding  the  due  liberty  of  professors,  and  encouraging  learned  and 
cttdid  research,  feel  themselves  constrained  to  declare  that  they  no  longer  consider 
it  uk  or  advantageous  for  the  Church  that  Professor  Smith  should  continue  to 
teieh  in  one  of  her  colleges. 

"The  Assembly  resolve  to  resume  this  matter  on  Thursday  forenoon,  with  the 
Tiev  of  giving  effect  to  this  judgment,  and  with  the  view  of  finally  disposing  of  the 
remsining  elements  of  the  case.** 

Mr.  0.  W.  THOMSON,  St.  George's,  Glasgow,  on  the  same  matter,  gave  notice 
of  the  following  motion  : — 

''The  General  Assembly,  while  recognising  the  right  of  the  Commission  to 
idrert  to  the  writings  of  Professor  W.  Bobertson  Smith  issued  since  last  Assembly, 
itgirds  its  procedure  in  his  case  at  the  meeting  of  October  27th  as  unnecessary; 
u  ia  the  divided  state  of  the  Church  unwise,  as  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  instmc- 
tiooi  under  which  it  acted,  and  as  a  dangerous  precedent;  and  therefore  cannot 
approve  of  said  procedure,  and  finds  accordingly." 

ELECnON   OF  A  PBOFESSOB. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  gave  notice  that,  when  the  Assembly  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a  Professor  of  Systematic  Theology  in  the  New  College,  Edinburgh, 
he  Yoold  move  that  the  Assembly  elect  Dr.  Watts,  of  Belfast. 

At  a  later  sUge,  Mr.  R.  K.  SIMPSON,  for  Dr.  Adam,  intimated  that  he  wonld 
ptopose  the  name  of  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Aberdeen. 

THl  rBBBBTTBBIAK   COUNCIL. 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Assemblyacopy  of  the  proceed- 
isgi  of  the  Presbyterian  Council  at  Philadelphia,  and  also  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 

ADDBX8S  TO   HBB  MAJESTY. 

Dr.  MAIN,  ex-Moderator,  convener  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draw  ap  an 
iddreu  to  Her  Majesty,  submitted  the  following  draft  for  approval : — 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty,  we,  the  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland,  met  at  Edinburgh  in  our  General  Assembly,  embrace  with  gladness  the 
oppoitonity  supplied  to  us  by  the  return  of  your  Majesty's  birthday  of  renewing 
^expression  of  our  loyal  and  dutiful  attachment  to  your  Majesty. 

"Oor  loyalty,  which  we  have  learned  from  the  Scriptures,  forms  part  of  our  reli- 
gion, and  as  often  as  we  gather  for  the  worship  of  God  in  the  house  of  prayer  the  sup- 
plicitioDs  of  the  assembled  congregations  ascend  to  the  throne  of  heavenly  grace  on  be. 
^f  of  your  Majesty,  that  Godmay  bless  your  person  and  family,and  guard  your  throne. 

"  We  desire  still  further  to  express  that  the  manner  in  which  your  Majesty  has  ful- 
iUed  the  high  duties  of  your  exalted  station,  the  personal  virtues  by  which  your  reign 
ki  been  distingoished,  and  the  lively  sympathy  your  M^gesty  has  manifested  with 
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your  anbjectfl,  especially  in  their  timefl  of  trial,  have  enshrined  your  Majeaty  in  the 
heourtsof  all  our  people,  and  have  imparted  to  their  loyalty  a  peculiar  depth  of  tendemeaa. 

"  That  your  Majesty's  life  and  reignimaybe  prolonged  for  many  daya,  that  the  bleaa- 
ing  of  aalTation  may  be  enjoyed  by  your  Majesty  in  rich  abundance,  and  that  grace, 
mercy,  and  peace  may  rest  on  the  members  of  your  royal  house,  is  the  fervent  prayer 
of,  may  it  pleaae  your  Majesty,  your  Miyesty'a  moat  dutiful  and  most  loyal  sabjectB." 

The  address  waa  approved,  and  adopted  by  the  Aasembly. 

SYNOD  AND  OTHER  BSOOBDS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Synod  Records,  and  Records  of  Standing  Committees. 
It  appeared  that  all  the  Synod  Records  had  been  given  in,  except  those  of  Fife,  Glas- 
gow and  Ayr,  Moray  and  Shetland ;  and  that  the  Record  of  the  Commission  had  also 
been  given  in.  It  appeared  farther  that  the  Records  of  the  Standing  Committees  had 
been  given  in,  except  those  of  the  QIasgow  Financial  Board,  of  the  Colonial  Committee, 
of  the  Continental,  and  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  of  the  Church  and  Manse 
Building,  the  Ante-Disruption  Ministers'  Fund,  and  the  Publications  Committees,  that 
of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  and  those  of  the  Committees  on  the  Electioa  of  Profeasors^ 
on  the  Nomination  of  Committees,  on  the  State  of  Religion  and  Morals,  on  Sabbath 
Obaervance,  and  on  Temperance.    The  Assembly  remit  the  Records  to  a  Committee. 

BETDBNS  TO  OYEBTUBES. 

The  Assembly  appoint  the  following  Committee  to  class  Returns  to  the  Overture 
transmitted  by  laat  Assembly : — Mr.  Archibald  Henderson  and  Mr.  Charles  M*Neilly 
miniatera ;  with  Mr.  Robert  Brotchie,  elder ;  Mr.  Henderaon  to  be  convener. 

OASES  BEFEBBED  TO  COMMITTEES. 

On  the  motion  of  Sir  HENRT  MGNCREIFF,  the  following  applicaUons  for 
colleagues  and  successors  and  assistants,  and  grants  from  Aged  and  Infirm  Minia- 
tera' Fund  were  aent  to  a  committee  for  conaideration,  and  reporta : — From  Dr. 
John  Thomson,  Paisley  ;  Mr.  James  Ross,  Durness ;  Mr.  Atholl  Stuart,  Blair- Atholep 
Mr.  Alexander  Fraser,  Coll;  Dr.  John  Longmuir,  Aberdeen;  Mr.  Peter  Gibson 
Miller,  Cambusnethan ;  Mr.  John  Hunter,  Longforgan;  ^Ir.  James  M'Clymont,. 
Denholm ;  Mr.  Donald  Fergusson,  Leven ;  Mr.  Thomas  Koble  Brydon,  Stow ;  Mr. 
William  Rossborough,  Glasgow ;  Mr.  George  Archibald,  Udny ;  Mr.  David  Scott 
Fergusson,  Strachan. 

For  Unordained  Assistants  : — Mr.  John  M'Dermid,  Glasgow ;  Mr.  Eric  J.  Find- 
later,  Balquhidder;  Mr.  William  Gray  Forrester,  Nairn;  Mr.  Malcolm  Macritchie,, 
Knock ;  Mr.  Robert  Reid,  Banchory-Ternan ;  Mr.  Thomas  Bain,  Coupar-Angns ; 
Dr.  David  Couper,  Burntisland. 

Special  Cases: — Mr.  James  Murdoch,  Pitsligo;  Mr.  Qeorge  Rainy  Kennedy, 
Dornoch. 

The  following  applications  anent  sanctioning  of  charges  were  alao  aent  to  & 
committee  : — Easter  Road — Presbytery  of  Edinburgh ;  Kilmalcolm — Presbytery  or 
Greenock ;  Possil  Park — Presbytery  of  Glasgow ;  lieston — Presbytery  of  Dona» 
and  Chimside;  New  Row — Presbytery  of  Perth;  Kinloch — Presbytery  of  Lowiap 
Firth — Presbytery  of  Orkney. 

Applications  anent  atudenta  and  miniatera  from  other  Churchea — The  following 
were  likewise  sent  to  a  committee : — Petition,  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr ;  Bev.. 
Charles  Naismith,  Mr.  John  Symon,  New  Row  Mission  Church,  Perth  ;  Mr.  Williaoh. 
Riddel,  Mr.  John  Macqueen,  Mr.  Donald  Ferguson,  Mr.  J.  C.  Barry,  Mr.  John. 
M'Munn,  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Taylor,  Mr.  John  Taylor,  Mr.  Alexander  High.^ 
Petition,  Foreign  Missions  Committee — ^Mr.  Robert  Hunnington,  Mr.  WiUian^ 
BogersoD,  Mr.  William  H.  M.  Philip. 

Applications  for  sales  and  transference  of  property — The  following  were  sent  Urn- 
%  committee : — Dunoon — borrowing  money  on  school ;  Aberdeen,  Free  Gaelic 
Church — sale;  Dundee,  Free  St.  John's — sale  of  church;  Nairn — sale  of  churdB- 
and  hall ;  Gorebridge — sale  of  church. 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OV  THE  CHUBCH. 

The  Assembly  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  an  Act  of  Assembly  anent  th^ 
collections  to  be  made  in  the  Church  during  the  ensuing  year.  In  connection  witl» 
thia  matter  the  Assembly  took  up  overtures  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Dtalkeill:^ 
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Domfriet,  Llnlitbgow,  and  Penpont.  The  Dalkeith  Presbytery  stated  in  their  oyer- 
tin  that  the  number  of  collections  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  had  increased 
is  recent  years,  and  was  in  the  present  year  so  high  that  congregations  had  but 
Msroely  room  for  efforts  on  behalf  of  local  objects;  and  that  the  General  Assemblies 
•f  1870-71  approred  of  a  report  embodying  this  statement;  six  (collections)  annually, 
or  oae  in  eyery  alternate  month,  was  a  natural  and  reasonable  arrangement,  and  to 
p  beyond  seven,  the  number  required  in  order  to  include  a  collection  on  behalf  of 
ihe  pre-dismption  ministers,  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  to  go  beyond 
Ukoe  limits. 

Dr.  WILSON  moyed  that  these  overtures  be  remitted  to  the  committee  now 
ippoiated,  in  order  that  these  proposals  might  be  in  their  yiew. 

Mr.  KELMAK,  Leitb,  thought  that  these  collections  should  be  kept  to  a  certain 
nmber,  as  they  were  liable  to  impair  the  action  of  the  Church. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH,  as  conyener  of  the  committee,  said  that  no  doubt 
tbt  would  be  a  great  comfort  to  the  committee,  but  he  did  not  think  the  Assembly 
€«ght  to  giye  such  an  instruction.  The  conyeners  of  the  different  committees  must 
k  beard  by  this  eommittee.  It  certainly  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  com- 
mittee to  be  able  to  say  to  all  and  sundry  they  were  only  to  allocate  a  certain 
samber  of  collections,  and  that  they  could  not  do  more.  They  must,  howeyer,  hear 
tbit  otbers  had  to  lay,  and  the  eyil  would  be  mitigated  to  a  great  extent,  provided 
naben  attended  the  committee,  and  took  part  in  it 

Priseipal  RAINT  said  the  committee  should  be  asked  to  pay  very  special  regard 
to  the  oyertures  on  the  subject. 

It  was  agreed  to  remit  the  oyertures  to  the  committee. 

THS  LEGAL  ADYIBSB  OV  THE  CHUBOH. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  reminded  the  Assembly  that  on  Thursday  he  inti- 
■ited  be  bad  received  a  communication  from  Sheriff  Campbell,  the  legal  adviser  of 
tbe  Choreh,  stating  that  he  was  unable  to  attend  the  Assembly.  He  had  now  in  his 
had,  and  read  as  follows : — 

"  59  WiMPOLK  Street,  London,  May  18. 

*  Dear  Sir  Henrt, — As  I  mentioned  some  time  ago  to  you,  from  the  state  of 
By  health  I  have  been  prohibited  from  attending  the  General  Assembly  this  year, 
bit  I  think  it  right  to  make  this  formal  intimation  to  you  in  your  official  capacity. 
I  iboiild  have  tendered  my  resignation  of  the  office  which  the  General  Assembly 
iJA  me  the  honour  to  confer  upon  me,  but  for  the  hope  that  by  and  by  the  prohibi- 
\m  may  be  withdrawn,  in  which  case  1  should  be  delighted  to  serve  the  Church  as 
beretofore.  However,  1  leave  myself  entirely  in  your  hands,  tp  do  as  may  seem 
bat  to  yon  in  the  circumstances. — I  am,  &c., 

"N.  C.  CAMPBELL." 

Mr.  C.  J.  Gnthrie,  advocate,  then  took  his  seat  at  the  table  as  interim  legal 
•driser. 

THE  BBAKDOH  CASE — THE  CHARQE  OF  DRUNKENNESS  AGAINST  A  MINISTER. 

The  Assembly  then  took  up  the  case  of  the  Rev.  John  Brechin,  Shandon.  From 
tbe  papers  in  the  case,  which  extended  to  ninety-two  pages  of  print,  it  appeared  that 
Xr.  Brechin,  minister  of  Shandon,  Gareloch,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton,  was 
lidictcd  and  accused,  at  the  instance  of  Walter  MacLellan,  merchant,  Glasgow,  and 
tiootber  members  of  the  congregation,  of  the  offence  of  intoxication.  They  speciiSed 
<^bi  occasions  on  which  Mr.  Brechin  was  said  to  have  been  under  the  influence  of 
ittnieating  drugs  or  drinks.  In  his  defences,  Mr  Brechin  pleaded  that  from  his 
x&risg  from  nerve  pain  and  sleeplessness,  the  charges  laid  down  as  to  peculiarities 
^  bii  gait,  speech,  and  demeanour  was  more  than  sufficient  to  account  for  these 
vHboot  reference  to  drugs  or  drinks.  He  had  used  both  medicinally,  but  had  never 
>biied  theoL  A  committee  of  Presbytery  was  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr.  Brechin, 
^  tbey  reported  that  no  cause  existed  for  further  exceptional  action  on  the  part 
^  tbe  Presbytery.  Afterwards  there  was  received  from  Mr.  MacLellan  a  letter, 
'ttiisg  two  gentlemen  who  could  give  evidence  in  the  case.  The  committee  was 
m^  iastniefced  to  eonfer  with  Mr.  Brechin,  and  afterwards  was  dismissed,  against 
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whicli  proceeding  dissent  was  taken  by  Mr.  MacLellan,  and  Mr.  MacLellan  intimated 
that,  under  a  solemn  sense  of  datj,  he  felt  constrained  to  state  that  before  next 
meeting  he  would  take  steps  to  prepare  a  libel  against  Mr.  Brechin.  This  he  did 
on  6  th  October  last,  and  at  the  meeting  Mr.  Brechin  was  declared  to  have  ceased 
ipso  facto  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office.  The  libel  then  went  to  probation, 
and  afterwards  three  of  the  charges  were  found  not  proven,  and  two  not  gnilty,  three 
charges  being  dropped.  On  the  third  and  eighth  counts  Mr.  MacLellan  protested, 
and  appealed  to  the  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr.  These  counts  were  as  follows : — 
Third,  On  the  30th  of  April,  within  the  manse  or  house  at  Shandon,  Mr.  Brechin 
was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  was  so  much  under  the  influence  of  drugs  or 
drinks,  that  it  was  manifest  in  his  speech  and  demeanour.  Eighth,  On  the  SOth 
of  March,  Mr.  Brechin  was  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  was  so  much  under  the 
influence  of  intoxicating  drugs  or  drinks,  at  or  near  the  manse  or  house,  that  it  was 
manifest  from  his  speech  and  demeanour.  In  the  evidence  laid  before  the  Presbytery 
the  following  were  the  most  important  facts.  Mr.  Brechin  stated  that  many  years 
ago  he  was  struck  on  the  head  with  a  cricket  ball,  and  some  years  after  necrosia  set 
in,  which  continued  for  nearly  five  years.  He  had  to  undergo  an  operation,  and 
since  he  had  been  exceedingly  subject  to  sleeplessness  and  great  nerve  pain  on  the 
occasion  of  any  extra  mental  work  or  worry  of  any  kind.  He  kept  a  regular  medi- 
cine chest,  and  had  frequently  prescribed  for  members  of  his  own  congregation. 
When  feeling  the  pain  coming  on  he  had  often  taken  morphia  in  doses  ordinarily 
prescribed,  and  he  had  always  found  beneficial  results  from  the  use  of  the  narcotic. 
He  was  not  an  abstainer,  and  he  had  taken  wine  and  other  beverages  in  the  ordinary 
way,  but  only  very  moderately.  The  Bev.  Mr.  MacGregor,  Glasgow,  and  two  other 
witnesses  deponed  to  seeing  Mr.  Brechin  in  his  manse,  and  that  apparently  he  was 
under  the  influence  of  drink,  which  Mr.  Brechin  attributed  to  the  effects  of  opiates 
and  the  loss  of  blood  caused  by  an  accident  The  case  being  taken  to  the  Synod, 
the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  on  the  third  count  of  the  libel  was  affirmed  (not 
proven),  against  which  judgment  Dr.  Adam,  Mr.  MacLellan,  and  others  dissented, 
and  protested  to  the  General  Assembly.  With  reference  to  the  eighth  count  of  the 
libel,  the  Synod  agreed  without  a  vote  to  dismiss  the  protest  and  appeal,  affirmed 
the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery,  finding  it  not  proven.  Against  this  judgment  Mr. 
MacLellan  protested,  and  appealed  to  the  Assembly. 

On  parties  being  called  to  the  bar  of  the  Assembly,  there  appeared  Mr.  MacLellan 
for  himself;  for  the  dissentients  in  the  Synod,  Dr.  Adam,  Mr.  Macaulay,  Mr.  Howie, 
and  Mr.  Watson ;  to  defend  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  Messrs.  Ciugston,  Sturrock, 
and  Sutherland  ;  and  Mr.  Brechin  for  himselt 

Mr.  MACLELLAN,  in  introducing  the  case  for  the  appellants,  said — Moderator 
and  brethren — This  appeal  arises  out  of  a  libel  raised  at  the  instance  of  myself  and 
two  other  members  and  elders  of  the  Free  Church  of  Shandon,  against  Mr.  John 
Brechin,  the  minister  of  that  church,  accusing  him  of  intoxication  upon  various 
occasions.  The  libel  was  raised  upon  the  6ih  of  October  1880,  and  proof  was  led 
in  the  months  of  November  and  December  1880.  After  proof,  the  proseentors 
asked  for  a  conviction  upon  the  first,  second,  third,  fifth,  and  eighth  counts.  The 
Presbytery  acquitted  Mr.  Brechin  of  the  whole  charges  contained  in  the  libel,  and 
the  prosecutors  appealed  to  the  Synod  against  that  judgment  so  far  as  the  third 
and  eighth  counts  of  the  libel  were  concerned.  The  Synod  adhered  to  the  Presby- 
tery *s  judgment,  and  the  present  appeal  has  now  been  taken. 

Before  the  Synod,  considerable  stress  was  laid  upon  the  fact  that  out  of  eight 
charges  in  the  libel  only  two  were  then  insisted  on.  As  regards  the  fourth^  sixth, 
and  seventh  charges,  owing  mainly  to  the  rules  of  the  Church,  which  prevented  the 
prosecutors  appealing  to  the  law  courts  to  force  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  we  were 
unable  to  support  these  charges  by  conclusive  evidence.  But  I  think  it  right  for 
myself  and  my  co-prosecutors  to  say,  that  we  did  not  dispense  with  an  appeal  upon 
the  first,  second,  and  fifth  counts  from  any  doubt  in  our  own  minds  that  the  proof 
of  these  charges  was  sufficient,  but  because  it  seemed  to  us  desirable  to  limit  our 
appeal  to  two  charges  where,  as  we  thought,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  proof  was  conclu- 
sive. If,  however,  Mr.  Brechin,  or  those  who  maintain  the  judgments  of  the  Pres- 
bytery and  the  Synod,  are  to  found  upon  our  not  having  appealed  these  further 
counts,  then  we  at  least  say  this,  that  we  will  be  very  glad  that  the  Assembly  should 
consider,  as  they  have  the  right  to  do,  the  evidence  with  regard  to  them,  and  nj 
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vbether  or  not  that  eridence  affords  Mr.  Brechin  ground  for  takins^  up  the  poBition 

tiiat  the  chargea  were  made  without,  reasonable  evidence  in  support  of  them.     It 

kamblj  seems  to  us,  on  the  contrary,  that  a  perusal  of  the  evidence  upon  these  counts 

will  tend  to  impress  the  Court  very  unfavourably   with  Air.  Brechin's  character, 

vbenthey  come  to  consider  the  evidence  upon  the  third  and  eighth  counts.     It  is, 

far  example,  clearly  proved  that  Mr.  Brechin  was  seen  coming  from  a  public-house 

l&te  at  nighL     He  himself,  indeed,  admits  this ;  and  on  the  whole  the  conviction 

kft,  it  is  admitted,  upon  the  minds  of  impartial  persons,  after  a  perusal  of  that 

eridence,  is,  that  apon  the  occasions  mentioned  Mr.  Brechin  was  the  worse  of  drink. 

It  is,  I  think,  further,  of  importance,  in  considering  the  question  raised  at  the 

btrof  the  Synod,  of  how  far  Mr.  Brechin's  character  is  to  weigh  with  the  Assembly 

is  the  consideration  of  the  question  at  issue,  that  the  committee  of  the  Presbytery 

which  at  the  first  investigated  this  matter  stated  that  Mr.  Brechin  admitted  that  more 

euiion  on  his  part  was  needed  in  the  use  of  morphia  and  of  spirits.     But  I  will 

«b1j  say,  with  reference  to  character,  that  in  any  case  of  this  kind  it  is  easy  to 

obuin  evidence  of  character  from  men  who  have  known  the  accused  before  he  gave 

vaj  U>  the  vice  with  which  he  is  charged.     The  question  in  the  case  is,  whether  oi 

sot  the  evidence  against  the  aceused  is  in  itself  clear  and  conclusive.     If  it  is,  no 

tTidenee  of  hia  character  in  the  past  can  save  him  ;  and  I  submit  to  you  that,  with 

refeicBce  to  the  two  connts  with  which  alone  I  will  deal,  the  third  and  eighth  counts, 

thejadgments  of  the  Presbytery  and  the  Synod  are  clearly  contrary  to  evidence. 

The  third  count  seta  forth  that  Mr.  Brechin,  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  April 
1879,  was  within  kia  manse  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  and  so  much  under  the  in- 
itnesee  of  drags  or  drinks  that  it  was  manifest  in  his  speech  and  demeanour.     That 
cbrge  U  proved  by  three  witnesses, — the  one,  a  well-known  and  able  minister  of 
oar  own  eommnnion ;  the  others,  two  of  my  own  sons,  the  elder  of  whom  is  a  deacon 
of  the  Free  Church  congregation  at  Shandon  and  treasurer  of  their  funds.     The 
cridenee  upon  the  poiLt  is  to  be  found  at  pages  27  C,  30  F,  and  42  A,  see  also 
pife  11  B  of  the  print,  and  I  will,  if  required,  read  that  evidence.     It  seems  to  me 
pofcetly  diatinci  and  conclusive.     It  is  given  by  men  of  intelligence  and  respec- 
tability.   It  ia  obvions  that  they  had  no  ill  will,  to  Mr.  Brechin  on  the  occasion 
ia  qieation  or  at  the  time.     If  there  is  anything  plain  in  the  case  it  is,  that  Mr. 
HieQregor  gave  bis  testimony  on  the  subject  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  and  had 
eoiae  to  the  conclusion  he  did  with  the  deepest  regret     The  theory  for  the  defence, 
u  pat  forward  at  the  bar  of  the  Synod,  is  not  indeed  that  these  gentlemen  are 
ipcaking  what  they  do  not  believe,  nor  even  that  the  facts  to  which  they  testify 
ue  not  {seta,  bnt  that  the  inference  which  they  drew  from  the  appearances  they  saw 
ii  sot  soond ;  and  that^  notwithstanding  these  appearances,  Mr.  Brechin  was,  on 
(be  occasion  in  question,  sober.    But  I  put  it  to  you  whether,  if  ever  a  person  is  to 
beeoavieted  of  drankenness,  you  can  avoid  convicting  Mr.  Brechin  of  the  charge 
BOW  sBder  consideration.     I  venture  to  say,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  evidence  to 
vhieh  I  have  referred,  putting  the  inference  altogether  out  of  the  question,  is  evi- 
dence which  conclusively  shows  that  Mr.  Brechin  was  drunk.     It  speaks  to  inco< 
beresey  of  conversation  and  unsteadiness  of  gait,  to  drunken  eyes,  and  to  the  whole 
^etil  aspect  of  a  drunk  man ;  and  that  evidence  is  given  by  witnesses  who  are,  at 
letit,  of  average  intelligence,  and  who  had  no  motive  to  speak  anything  but  the 
^Ui,  Of  to  do  anything  but  believe  well  of  Mr.  Brechin,  and  who  evidently  gave 
tiior  evidence  with  fairness  and  with  candour.     And  then,  in  the  second  place,  you 
bate  not  only  the  hcii  to  which  they  speak,  which  speak  for  themselves,  and  show 
(oftdssively  thai  Mr.  Brechin  was  intoxicated,  but  you  have  their  opinion  upon  the 
KUieof  the  man  who  was  before  them,  and  they  all  unhesitatingly  affirm  that  he 
vu  Ike  worse  of  drink  or  drugs ;  at  all  events,  that  he  was  not  master  of  himself, 
*^  thai  becanse  he  had  been  indulging  to  excess  in  drinks  or  drugs. 

Something,  indeed  a  great  deal,  has  been  said  about  Mr.  Brechin's  finger,  which 
is  laid  to  have  been  hurt  shortly  before ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  moment  the 
fM(|  eoaaected  with  the  injury  to  the  finger  are  stated,  any  importance  of  that  in- 
^<l«st,  as  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue,  disappears.  Mr.  Brechin  is  accused  of 
bavinf  been  drunk  upon  the  night  of  Wednesday  the  80th.  It  seems  that  early  on 
Toesday  the  29tb  hia  finger  waa  hurt  He  bandaged  it  himself,  and  did  not  think 
it  Beeessary  to  go  to  a  doctor.  During  the  night  of  the  29  ih  the  bandages  gave 
*>7i  ud  1m  nys  be  lost  some  blood.    He  rebound  his  finger  and  took  a  dose  of 
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morphia.  From  that  time  till  he  baw  Mr.  MacGregor  and  my  Bona  he  loat  no  more 
blood  and  took  no  more  opinm.  On  the  morning  of  the  30th  he  got  np  to  breakfast, 
and  during  the  day  he  waa  abont.  Hary  Cameron's  statementa  miJ^e  this  elear. 
It  waa  in  these  cireomstances  that  Mr.  Brechin  waa  found  in  mch  a  state  of  appa- 
rent intoxication  that  three  intelligent  obserrers,  unprepared  for  sneh  eonduct  on 
hia  part,  and,  so  far  as  knowledge  of  him  went,  biassed  in  his  faronr,  came  to  the 
eonclusion  that  he  was  drunk.  Yon  are  asked  to  believe  that  this  state  was  owing 
to  an  injury  to  a  finger  which  had  happened  nearly  thirty  hours  before,  or  to  loss  of 
blood  which  had  taken  place  more  than  tweWe  hours  before,  and  which  had  not 
prevented  him  pursuing  hia  ordinary  ayocationa.  Nay,  this  further  may  be  said, 
that  it  was  only  when  the  forcible  and  conclusive  character  of  the  evidence  for  the 
prosecution  was  disclosed  that  Mr.  Brechin  himaelf  sought  to  lay  stress  upon  the 
incident  Ton  will  find,  on  referring  to  hia  defence,  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
reference  to  that  incident,  and  that  no  explanation  ia  offered — aa  indeed  the  defence 
shows  that  from  Mr.  Brechin's  point  of  view  none  waa  required — to  aeconnt  for  the 
state  in  which  he  was  on  the  night  of  the  30  th. 

I  submit  that  if  the  Assembly  is  to  judgo  according  to  the  ordinary  mies  of  evi- 
dence at  all,  the  evidence  of  Mr.  MacQregor  and  my  sons  is  conclusive  against  Mr. 
Brechin  with  reference  to  the  charge  in  question.  And  I  ask  yon  to  note  that  there 
is  no  contrary  evidence  in  his  favour  with  reference  to  his  appeaianee  on  this 
particular  occasion  apart  from  hia  own  statements. 

The  eighth  count  is  aa  dearly  proved.  The  chaige  is,  that  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  30th  March  1880  Mr  Brechin  waa  unduly  under  the  influence  of  drink  or  drugs. 
The  evidence  with  regard  to  it  ia  to  be  found  at  pagea  23  A  and  24  S  of  the  print, 
and  I  will  be  glad  to  read  it  if  desired.  The  truth  of  the  charge  is  atteated  by  tvo 
witneases  of  intelligenee  and  education,  one  a  l^al  gentleman  of  high  reapeetability, 
skilled  in  observation  and  an  entire  atranger  to  Mr.  Brechin,  the  other  a  gentleman 
of  position,  a  member  of  Mr.  Brechin's  congregation  and  acquainted  with  his 
ordinary  appearance.  Before  they  left  him  they  both  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
he  was  intoxicated.  They  both  think  so  still,  and  they  give  grounds  for  their  con- 
clusion which,  if  deliberately  considered,  simply.to  arrive  at  the  truth  upon  the  point' 
seem  to  me  to  leave  no  doubt  whatever,  that  upon  thia  occasion  also  Mr.  Brechin 
waa  not  maater  of  hinuelf.  His  own  explanation  of  what  passed  is  most  unsatis- 
factory. He  ia  unable  to  give  any  good  reason  why  he  should  three  times  have 
referred  in  the  same  words  to  Mr.  Aaher,  when  he  waa  being  asked  about  Mr.  Orr 
Ewing,  or  have  failed  to  ahew  to  two  gentlemen  visiting  him  even  ordinary  courtesy. 
He  gives  no  explanation  of  the  appearance  of  his  eyes,  hia  manner  of  conduct,  or  of 
that  general  aspect  which  forced  Mr.  Tonng  and  Mr.  Beid  to  the  conclusion  they 
came  to.  There  is  no  contrary  evidence.  Mary  Cameron,  his  servant,  has  no 
special  recollection  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Webster,  a  witness  for  the  defence,  speaks 
to  Mr.  Brechin's  appearance  at  8  p.il,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  that, 
whether  it  was  the  use  of  drink  or  of  drugs,  which  produced  the  effect  seen  by 
Messrs  Beid  and  Toung  at  two,  these  effects  would  hare  passed  off"  by  8  p.ic 

I  regret  to  say  that  it  was  insinuated,  rather  than  alleged,  before  the  Synod,  that 
politics  may  have  had  something  to  do  with  the  opinion  formed  by  Mr.  Reid  and 
Mr  Toung.  I  venture  to  say,  that'if  that  inainuaUon  is  really  meant  to  be  made,  it 
ia  not  creditable  to  those  who  make  it,  and  that  they  have  no  right  wbaterer  to 
attempt  to  suggest  that  gentlemen  of  the  character,  position,  education,  and  respec- 
tability of  Mr.  Toung  and  Mr.  Reid  would  take  away  the  character  of  a  minister  of 
the  gospel,  because  he  liappened  to  be  opposed  to  them  on  the  subject  of  politics. 
Such  insinuations  are  only  calculated  to  show  the  great  weakness  of  the  case,  which 
requires  them  to  bolster  it  np. 

Again,  I  venture  to  say,  that  if  the  theory  is  to  be  that  Mr.  Tonng  and  Mr.  Reid 
we  not  wrong  as  to  their  facta  but  aa  to  their  inference,  the  facts  as  stated  by  them  are 
amply  sufficient  to  warrant  the  Assembly  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  their 
inference  was  inevitable.  But  I  say  further,  with  reference  both  to  the  third  and 
eighth  counts,  that  it  is  impossible  in  matters  of  this  sort  for  the  Assembly  to 
separate  the  conclusions  from  the  facts,  because,  especially  where  the  courts  of  the 
Church  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  evidence  on  the  subject  from  men  of  intelligence 
and  education,  the  conclusion  to  which  these  men  come,  if  they  are  fair  and  unbiaased 
in  their  evidence,  ia  the  concluaion  of  men  better  able  than  the  Church  courta  them- 
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telTct,  to  drmw  a  eoDclusion  the  subject,  and  whom,  therefore,  the  Church  coarts 
•hoold  be  Ycrj  alow  to  disbeliere. 

A  good  deal  was  made  of  Mr.  Brechin's  state  of  health.  It  is  not  doubted  that 
he  has  suffered  in  the  past,  and  may,  perhaps,  still  suffer  to  some  extent,  from  the 
iSeeis  of  an  injnrj  to  his  brain  receired  some  years  ago.  He  seems  to  have  sub- 
staatiallj  recovered,  but  it  may  be  true  that  if  Mr  Brechin,  as  I  submit  it  is  clearly 
proTcd  is  the  ease,  has  giren  way  to  the  excessive  use  of  drugs  or  drink,  he  waa 
tespted  to  indulge  or  began  to  indulge  in  them  owing  to  his  state  of  health.  That 
cesduston,  ii  is  obrious,  is  no  real  reason  why  he  should  not  be  convicted  of  the 
cksr^  alleged  against  him.  It  may  lessen  to  some  extent  his  moral  guilt  by 
■sking  the  temptation  the  greater,  but  it  cannot  justify  Church  courts  in  per* 
■ilting  a  minister  of  the  gospel  to  continue  his  ministrations  after  he  has  been 
fossd  noable  to  command  himself.  In  many  cases  of  drunkenness  which  has  come 
befen  Church  courts,  it  has  been  maintained  in  defence,  that  drink  or  drugs  was 
taken  on  account  of  illness  or  under  circumstances  of  special  depression,  but  once 
exee«  hat  been  proved,  such  excuses  have  not  availed  to  procure  an  acquittal. 

It  is  of  some  importance  to  note  that  Mr.  Brechin's  case  rests  on  this,  that  he 
ii  well  acquainted  with  the  quantity  of  drink  or  drugs  he  can  safely  take,  and  he 
does  not  soggeai  that  on  any  special  occaeion  he  made  a  mistake,  and  therefore  if 
be  ii  fooad  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  whether  from  the  use  of  drugs  or  of  drink,  he 
etasot  raise  the  issue  that  this  was  owing  to  any  miscalculation,  on  his  part,  of  the 
doie  he  was  able  to  take,[and  he  does  not  do  so.  The  issue  he  raises  is,  that  he  waa 
oittter  of  himself,  and  the  conclusion  to  which  the  Assembly  has  to  come  to  is^ 
vltetlter  this  ia  or  is  not  the  case. 

The  evidence  of  the  doctors  adduced  for  the  defence  is  evidence  of  a  somewhat 
peesliar  eharacter.  It  might  be  supposed  that  Mr.  Brechin  would  have  adduced 
th»  tainent  medical  men  who  attended  him  when  he  was  ill,  Dr.  Fergus,  for 
cnaple,  a  man  quite  within  his  reach.  In  place  of  that  he  adduces  a  Dr.  Malcolm, 
ifae  medical  superintendent  of  the  Shandon  Hydropathic  Establishment,  who  does 
lot  Mggest,  aa  indeed  he  dare  not  suggest,  that  without  the  excessive  use  of 
istodcants  there  will  be  the  appearance  of  intoxication,  but  speaks  only  to  the  well- 
kstwn  Cict  thai  the  excessive  use  of  opiates  produces  the  same  effect  as  that  of 
iatexieanti.  Bat  whether  the  effect  be  produced  by  drink  or  by  drugs,  Church 
enrts  equally  eondemn  excess  in  either.  Another  witnees  is  a  Dr.  Barr,  of  really 
10  experience,  who  speaks  to  his  knowledge  of  Mr.  Brechin  in  the  past,  but  not  to 
kii  knowledge  of  him  in  the  present.  The  only  other  witness  of  a  medical  character 
tbst  is  adduced  ia  Dr.  Messer.  He  speaks  to  Mr.  Brechin's  cut  finger,  but  he  really 
gires  no  evidence  which  in  any  way  affects  the  question  at  issue  here. 

The  medical  evidence  in  the  best  view  of  it  only  goes  to  this,  that  in  the  case  of 
Xr.  Brechin  it  might  be  less  difficult  to  mistake  his  appearance  when  sober  for  that 
of  a  person  under  the  influence  of  drugs  or  drink  than  is  usually  the  case,  and  if 
tbe  Yitncaaea  on  whom  I  rely  were  all  strangers  to  Mr.  Brechin,  there  might  have 
heea  sovm  relevancy  in  such  evidence.  But  here  four  out  of  the  five  witnesses 
addoeed  know  him,  his  ordinary  manner  and  his  ordinary  appearance,  and  they 
tberetoe  were  not  the  least  likely  to  be  deceived  by  anything  of  the  kind  in  coming 
to  their  eonclnsions  on  what  they  saw. 

The  other  evidence  for  the  defence  is  evidence  to  which  I  have  already  alluded 
— eridenee  of  character.  I  need  not,  I  think,  detain  you  further  with  observations 
spia  it,  but  I  submit  to  you  upon  the  whole  that  the  third  and  eighth  counts  of  the 
M  are  most  clearly  proved,  and  that  the  judgments  of  the  Presbytery  and  the 
fiysod  with  regard  to  them  are  contrary  to  evidence.  I  may  just  mention  that  the 
ji4gB«nt  of  the  Presbytery  on  the  third  count  was  only  carried  by  a  majority  of  one, 
Ml  lbs  judgment  upon  the  eighth  count  by  a  comparatively  small  majority.  I 
Knt  point  out  to  yon  before  I  close  that  in  this  case  the  Presbytery  is  not  entitled 
to  teitt  up  the  position  that  they  saw  the  witnesses,  and  therefore  that  they  are 
Wtter  jsdges  of  the  facts  than  the  Assembly  can  be,  because,  as  I  understand,  their 
giMods  of  judgment  aa  explained  by  Mr.  Watson  when  defending  that  judgment 
Mrs  the  8yn<^,  they  do  not  pretend  to  say,  as  indeed  it  is  out  of  the  question  that 
%  eoold  Bay,  that  the  witnesses  adduced  for  the  prosecution  were  not  giving  their 
tiideasi  eandidly  and  fairly.     If  that  be  so,  then  the  Assembly  is  in  at  least  as  good  a 
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position  to  judge  upon  the  facia  as  the  Presbytery  or  the  Synod,  and  I  aak  yon  to 
judge  upon  the  facts  as  disclosed  la  the  evidence. 

But,  further,  I  would  again  point  out  that,  in  truth,  you  can  have  no  better 
judges  of  the  facts,  and  of  the  conclusions  to  be  drawn  from  them  with  reference  to 
the  state  of  Mr.  Brechin  on  the  two  occasions  in  question,  than  the  unbiassed 
witnesses  who  saw  him.  You  could  not  well  select  a  more  intelligent  tribunal  for 
judging  of  such  a  fact  than  that  you  haye  on  these  occasions.  On  one  occasion  yoa 
have  an  able  fellow-clergyman  and  friend  of  Mr.  Brechin  and  two  other  witnesses  of  at 
least  ordinary  and  average  intelligence,  on  the  other  you  have  a  lawyer  and  a 
gentleman  of  position  acquainted  with  Mr.  Brechin.  To  disregard  their  evidence 
where  there  is  no  contrary  evidence,  to  refuse  to  draw  the  conclusions  they  draw 
when  there  is  no  one  else  to  draw  an  opposite  conclusion,  and  to  say,  as  the  Presbytery 
and  Synod  have  said,  that  although  the  facts  to  which  they  depone  all  point  to  the 
truth  of  the  charges  laid  against  Mr.  Brechin,  and  although  they  unhesitatingly 
eonclude  from  what  they  saw  that  these  charges  are  well  founded,  the  Presbytery  and 
the  Synod  will  yet  draw  different  conclusions,  seems  to  me  contrary  to  all  rules  of 
evidence. 

Mr.  HOWIE,  who  also  spoke  for  the  appellants,  commented  upon  the  refusal 
of  the  Presbytery  to  take  np  the  case,  and  said  the  Church  was  under  oblig^Uont 
to  Mr.  MacLellan  for  having  taken  it  up.  He  went  on  to  contend  that  the  body 
of  direct  evidence  on  the  third  count  was  very  strong  and  could  not  be  got  over. 
The  general  defence  was  physical  infirmity  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Brechin.  He  said 
in  his  defence — 

«  Many  years  ago  I  was'strnck  on  the  head  with  a  cricket-bally  and  some  years 
after  necrosis  set  in,  and  that  continued  upon  me  for  nearly  five  years.  Necrosis 
of  the  cranium  is  a  decaying  of  the  bone,  and  the  result  was  that  a  portion  of  my 
skull  had  to  be  cut  out.  The  part  of  my  head  so  operated  upon  skinned  over,  bat 
the  effect  of  a  portion  of  my  brain  not  being  protected  by  bone  has  been  to  make 
me  exceedingly  subject  to  sleeplessness  and  great  nerve  pain  on  the  occasions  of 
any  extra  mental  work  or  worry  of  any  kind.  When  this  occurs  I  become  terribly 
depressed,  and  have  been  told  by  friends  who  have  noticed  me  when  in  this  de- 
pressed condition  that  I  look  dull  and  quite  diflferent  from  what  I  am  when  in 
my  usual  state  of  health.  In  consequence  of  this  I  set  myself  to  study  medicine 
aufficiently  to  enable  me  to  prescribe  for  myself,  and  I  have  aoqnired  considerable 
medical  knowledge.  When  feeling  the  pain  coming  on,  I  have  often  taken  morphia, 
in  doses  ordinarily  prescribed,  and  I  have  always  found  beneficial  results  from  the 
use  of  this  narcotic.  I  have  never  abused  this  drug.  I  am  not  an  abstainer,  and 
I  have  taken  wine  and  other  beverages  in  the  ordinary  way ;  but  such  liquors  are 
«sed  by  me  very  moderately." 

If  that,  said  Mr.  Howie,  was  true,  it  was  plainly  impossible  for  any  Court,  either 
ecclesiastical  or  civil,  to  bring  home  to  Mr.  Brechin,  by  the  usual  evidence  in  such 
eases,  a  charge  of  intoxication ;  and  if  Mr.  Brechin  had,  indeed,  such  a  physical 
infirmity  that  he  might  every  day  of  his  life  have  the  appearance  of  drunkenness, 
then  the  question  arose.  Could  he  competently  exercise  the  functions  of  the  Chris- 
tian ministry  amongst  men  and  women,  who  would  assuredly  judge  according  to 
appearances  1  But  it  was  manifest,  he  thought,  from  the  evidence,  that  this  physical 
infirmity  made  the  use  of  the  quantities  of  drugs  or  drink  by  Mr.  Brechin  an  abuse, 
as  they  were  sufficiently  large  to  intoxicate  him. 

Mr.  R  B.  WATSON  was  then  heard  in  defence  of  the  judgment  of  the  Pres- 
bytery. In  proceeding  to  give  a  summary  of  the  evidence  in  the  case,  Mr.  Watson 
stated  that  it  was  thrown  out  by  a  speaker  on  the  side  of  the  minority  in  the 
Synod  that  his  statement  was  a  partial  one,  because  of  his  friendship  for  Mr. 
Brechin.  He  had  to  remind  the  House  that  the  Presbytery  and  the  Synod  had 
found  the  evidence  partial,  and  that  if  he  did  justice  to  the  evidence  as  it  presented 
itself  to  the  Presbytery  and  to  the  Synod,  he  could  not  fail  to  make  it  partial, 
because  it  was  favourable  to  Mr.  Brechin.  But  as  for  the  insinuation  that  he  was 
partial  because  he  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Brechin's,  while  he  would  scorn  to  desert  a 
man  when  his  back  was  to  the  wall,  he  was  no  friend  of  Mr.  Brechin's.  He  went 
a  perfect  stranger  to  the  Presbytery  only  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  and  had  never 
heard  Mr.  Brechin's  name  until  it  was  mixed  np  in  this  wretched  case.  He  believed 
he  had  not  half-a-dosen  times  shaken  hands  with  Mr.  Brechin,  and  had  never 
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exprased  hia  opinion  with  him  except  on  this  case.     As  to  the  eyidence  in  the 

ttit^  be  accepted  with  thoroagh  confidence  the  whole  of  the  statements  in  the  case. 

He,  boirever,  drew  a  rery  strong  line  of  distinction  between  facts  and  inferences 

from  facts.     Proceeding  to  consider  the  evidence,  he  pointed  out  that  a  memorial, 

signed  bj  ninety-three  office-bearers,  members,  and  adherents  of  Shandon  Church, 

had  been  presented  to  the  Presbytery  regretting  the  charges  brought  against  Mr. 

Breehin,  aud  expressing  continued  confidence  in  him  as  their  minister;  and  also 

another  memorial,  signed  by  twenty-one  persons,  bearing  testimony  to  the  pulpit 

ministrations  and  personal  qualities  of  Mr.  Brechin.     Mr.  Watson  maintained  that 

ti  there  was  always  a  penumbra  about  a  moral  eclipse,  always  something  like  a 

dirk  shadow  about  a  man's  character,  so  in  this  case  there  were  many  whisperings 

behind  Mr.  Brechin's  back  which  had  an  influence  against  him.    They  had  many 

tion«i  whispered  about  which  could  not  be  proved.     They  had  six  other  charges 

brooght  op  for  proof  which,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Presbytery  and  Synod, 

hid  been  set  aside  as  unproved.     Well,  people  might  say  to  that  there  were  other 

things  besides.    He  (Mr.  Watson)  had  been  the  convener  of  the  committee  appointed 

to  examine  the  matter,  and  he  might  state  that  they  heard  a  number  of  things 

which,  when  they  were  examined  closely,  collapsed,  and  also  that  the  whole  four 

membeni  who  composed  the  committee  voted  in  favour  of  Mr.  Brechin  at  the 

Presbytery  meeting.    Having  gone  over  the  evidence,  Mr.  Watson  held  there  was  a 

miii  of  testimony  regarding  Mr.  Brechin's  character  which  was  very  strong ;  while 

in  regard  to  the  charges,  he  considered  the  eighth  count  came  to  this,  that  two 

eleetiooeering  agents  met  with  a  rebuff  which  they  did  not  take  very  heroically ; 

while  the  third  came  to  this,  that  three  intimates  made  their  way  into  the  house 

of  a  man  faint  with  loss  of  blood  lawfully  taking  medicine.     They  came  away  aud 

laid  he  was  drank ;  they  said  he  was  drunk,  but  the  man  felt  ill. 

Mr.  STURROCE,  in  defending  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  said  that  originally 
the  Ubel  against  Mr.  Brechin  consisted  of  eight  counts.    Two  of  these  were  with* 
diawB  in  the  Presbytery  by  the  prosecutor,  on  the  ground  that  two  witnesses  who 
had  promised  to  come  forward  and  give  evidence  failed  to  appear  at  the  time  ap- 
pointed.   After  reading  these  counts,  Mr.  Sturrock  argued  that  as  at  one  time 
there  were  two  persons,  at  any  rate,  who  thought  that  the  appearance  Mr.  Brechin 
preKnted  on  two  separate  occasions  indicated  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of 
intoxicating  dmgs  or  drinks,  it  was  necessary  to  examine  very  carefully  evidence 
dealing  with  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Brechin  at  any  time,  since  these  two  persons  had 
evidently  come  to  see  that  they  at  one  time  had  misinterpreted  Mr.  Brechin's  ap- 
pearance, or  their  remarks  had  been  misinterpreted  to  Mr.  MacLellan.     He  then 
rtferred  to  the  six  remaining  counts,  on  every  one  of  which  decisions  were  given  in 
the  Presbytery  favourable  to  Mr.  Brechin.     In  the  first  count  which  dealt  with  the 
csie  the  libel  lamentably  broke  down,  and  Mr.  Brechin  was  freed  from  the  stigma 
attached  to  bis  name.    Had  not  an  appeal  been  taken  to  the  Synod,  he  would  have 
been  at  liberty  to  resnme  his  work  at  Shandon,  and  the  scandal  connected  with 
dut  eaae  would  have  been  confined  to  a  small  district.     Who  then  gave  this  case  a 
fitth  leue  of  life  1     Not  the  minority  of  the  Presbytery,  but  Mr.  MacLellan.    He 
vonid,  however,  have  acted  wisely  had  he  allowed  the  matter  to  rest  where  the  local 
coQtt  left  it,  for  whereas  in  the  Presbytery  Mr.  Brechin  was  acquitted  on  the  count 
vith  which  we  are  now  dealing  by  a  vote  which  stood  thus,  13  to  12  ;  in  the  Synod 
be  vas  acquitted  by  a  vote  which  stood  thus,  26  to  14.     It  is  not  likely  that  he  will 
kxt  any  better  in  the  Assembly,  even  though  in  his  present  appeal  he  is  counte- 
>ttced  by  the  minority  of  the  Synod,  who  apparently  are  more  unwilling  to  yield 
tethejodgment  of  their  brethren  than  were  the  minority  of  the  Presbytery. 

Kow,  who  are  here  to  defend  Mr.  Brechin  ?  Both  his  Presbytery  and  his  Synod, 
toed  too  by  those  who  have  known  Mr.  Brechin  intimately  for  years,  and  who 
^t  therefore  capable  of  speaking  to  his  character  and  conduct.  Mr.  Sturrock 
^  referred  in  detail  to  the  testimony  giren  as  to  Mr.  Brechin's  character  by  the 
^le  of  Shandon  Free  Church,  the  housekeeper,  Messrs.  MacRaithand  MacDougall, 
^<  fenars  about  Shandon,  and  the  congregation,  and  argued  that  these  rendered  it 
likely  that  Mr.  MacGregor,  and  the  two  sous  of  Mr.  MacLellan,  were  mistaken  in 
^  inference  they  drew  from  what  they  observed  in  Shandon  Free  Manse  on  the 
^ht  in  question. 

Having  atated  in  narrative  form  the  circumstances  out  of  which  this  charge 
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•prang,  he  continued — Could  a  drank  man  have  done  all  that  these  three  gentle- 
men admit  Mr.  Brechin  did  that  night  ?  He  walks  downstairs,  he  introdaeea  and 
keeps  up  a  conversation  on  a  subject  which  was  of  interest  to  himself,  and  which 
he  very  naturally  supposed  would  be  of  interest  to  those  who  were  friendly  to  him ; 
he  proposes  getting  light,  where  light  nnqnestionably  was  needed;  he  rings  the  bell; 
he  acts  the  part  of  a  courteous  host,  pressing  Mr.  MacQregor  to  stay  all  night ;  he 
4Bhakes  hands  with  his  visitors  as  they  leave,  and  he  retains  a  distinct  recollection 
■oi  all  the  events  and  even  the  remarks  of  that  evening,  being  able  long  afterwards 
to  cross-examine  the  witnesses  intelligently,  even  to  refresh  their  memories  on  some 
points.  If  these  are  the  acts  of  a  man  who  was  drank  that  night,  then  drank  men 
are  capable  of  doing  what  many  of  us  never  knew  till  now.  By  the  younger  Mr. 
MacLellan,  Mr.  Brechin  was  considered  a  sober  man  until  the.chair  canted  a  little 
when  the  attempt  was  made  to  ring  the  bell — by  ns  Mr.  Brechin  is  not  considered 
to  have  been  drunk  even  though  the  chair  did  cant.  But  what  had  passed  muster 
with  the  youngest  witness,  did  not  please  his  companions,  though  we  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  their  sight  or  hearing  was  better  than  his.  The  inference  they  drew 
we  hold  was  unwarranted.  We  admit  all  the  facts  they  observed,  but  we  deny  the 
inference  they  drew  from  these  facts,  because  we  have  known  more  about  the  history 
and  character  and  constitution  of  Mr.  Brechin  than  they  did  that  night.  Medical 
men  testify  to  the  dangerous  character  of  the  wound  on  his  finger;  they  assert 
that  all  that  was  seen  and  heard  in  that  room  that  night  could,  and  would  follow ; 
the  loss  of  blood,  the  administration  of  morphia,  and  the  shock  to  the  system  this 
accident  would  occasion,  especially  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Brechin,  whose  constitution 
was  greatly  injured.  Many  years  ago,  by  a  serious  surgical  operation  he  had  to 
undergo,  nervousness,  sleepleasness,  moods  of  great  depression,  giddiness,  have  all 
been  observed  in  him  for  years  by  friends  who  testify  that  on  the  occasions  when 
these  were  sure  in  him  he  had  no  drink.  Drink,  therefore,  is  not  needed  here  to 
explain  what  they  saw  in  him,  particularly  as  they  never  felt  the  smell  of  it  about 
him  during  all  the  interview  they  had  with  him,  even  though  they  were  quite  close 
to  him,  and  actually  shaking  hands  with  him.  If  Mr.  MacLellan  could  have  got 
medical  men  to  say  that  such  consequences  would  not  follow  an  accident  of  this 
kind,  loss  of  blood,  and  the  administration  of  morphia  in  the  case  of  one  constituted 
as  Mr.  Brechin  is,  then  something  would  have  been  done  to  back  down  this  part  o( 
the  evidence  for  the  defence.  But  as  he  has  not  done  that,  the  evidence  remains 
unchallenged,  and  must  be  allowed  to  have  its  due  weight  with  us  in  coming  to  a 
finding  on  this  count. 

That  finding  must  be  "  not  proven,"  especially  as  there  is  other  evidence  in 
these  papers  all  confirmatory  of  the  charitable  interpretation  the  Synod  put  upon 
the  admitted  facts.  On  Saturday  we  find  Mr.  Brechin  at  Blairvaddich,  still  feeling 
so  unwell  that  he  asks  the  Rev.  if  r.  Smith,  of  Qlasgow,  who  is  to  assist  him  at  the 
Communion  next  day,  to  take  most  of  the  work  off  his  hands.  We  find  also  that 
Mr.  MacLellan  himself  has  a  private  interview  with  Mr.  Brechin  that  day,  and  yet 
never  mentions  the  Wednesday  evening.  He  sits  down  along  with  his  family  next 
day  at  the  Communion  table  to  be  addressed  and  apparently  served  with  the  bread 
and  wine  by  Mr  Brechin,  and  about  a  month  after  he  accepts  the  office  of  elder  in 
connection  with  the  Shandon  Free  Church.  We  find  also  that  Mr.  Brechin  even 
after  the  Communion  is  still  suffering  from  his  wounded  hand,  that  he  consults  two 
doctors  about  it,  and  that  on  one  of  these  occasions  he  is  so  feeble  and  so  ill,  that 
the  doctor  actually  prescribes  spirits  and  water  for  him  before  his  wounded  hand  is 
even  looked  at. 

Why  then  should  we  be  found  fault  with  as  a  Synod  for  giving  weight  to  all 
these  facts,  and  returning  a  verdict  of  **  not  proven  **  1  The  question  with  which 
we  are  now  dealing  concerns  the  character  of  one  of  the  ministers  of  this  Church. 
What  he  has  endured  during  the  time  this  case  has  been  slowly  making  its  way  to 
your  bar  is  much,  but  it  is  nothing  to  what  he  must  suffer  if  your  decision  today 
should  reverse  the  decision  given  by  his  congregation,  his  Presbytery,  and  his 
Synod.  Hitherto  he  has  had  the  Church  on  his  side  in  fighting  this  battle,  and  I 
trust  that  to-day  the  verdict  of  the  Church  will  be  in  his  favour  on  this  third  count 
of  the  libel.  As  to  the  charge  under  the  eighth  count,  I  don't  mean  to  say  anything, 
as  both  the  Presbytery  and  the  Synod  were  unanimous  in  holding  it  not  proven.  I 
therefore  leave  the  case  with  confidence  in  the  hands  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly. 
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Kr.  BRECHIN  having  been  asked  if  he  had  anything  to  sajr,  said  he  nerer 
Cboogfat  that  he  woald  stand  up  in  the  Assembly  for  the  first  time  to  consider  such 
a  ehar^  as  that  brooght  against  him.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  pleadings 
OS  hit  behalf  made  at  the  bar.     (Applaase.) 

Dr.  ADA3I,  in  supporting  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  assured  the  Assembly  that 

it  ms  with  the  greatest  pain  he  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  that  nothing  but  a  very 

solemn  conriction  of  duty  had  induced  him  to  occupy  the  place  he  did.     He  argued 

tkftt  the  eridence  in  the  case  was  clear  and  concliisive  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  appellant. 

Mr.  MACLELLAN  was  next  heard  in  reply. 

Mr.  KENNETH  MACDONALD,  Abercross,  asked  what  quantity  of  opiam  Mr. 
Brechin  took,  and  how  often  1 

Mr.  BRECHIN  said  a  little  too  much  had  been  made  of  taking  drugs  on  his 
part  The  occasion  of  telling  it  was  when  Mr.  MacLellan  came  to  him  and  said  that 
tkrte  gentlemen  had  found  him  under  the  influence  of  drink  in  his  own  manse.  He 
voald  not  tell  him  who  the  gentlemen  were  ;  but,  thinking  Mr.  MacLellan  was  in 
etraest,  and  wishing  him  good  in  speaking  to  him,  he  said  to  Mr.  MacLellan  there 
moit  be  some  mistake.  Further,  he  said  sometimes  he  had  to  take  a  dose  of  mor- 
phia on  account  of  a  severe  pain  in  his  head.  He  knew  perfectly  well  of  his  ailment. 
He  (Mr.  Brechin)  added  that  might  make  him  seem  strange  to  persons.  His  own 
mother  on  one  occasion  said  his  eyes  were  looking  heavy.  He  would  not,  perhaps, 
uke  s  dose  once  in  six  months,  and  when  he  did  take  it,  it  was  quite  a  common 
doie  of  tventy-five  to  thirty  drops. 

Parties  having  been  removed  from  the  bar,  the  pleadings  having  occupied  nearly 
fire  boon. 

Principal  BA.INT  said  this  case  was  one  in  which  there  were  some  elements  of 
difieolty,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  felt  considerable  hesitation  in  beginning  the 
diicotsion.  He  was,  however,  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  case  which  it  was 
aeeestary  should  be  tested  by  a  libel,  and  he  did  not  concur  in  any  censure  either 
directly  or  indirectly  on  those  who  had  been  the  means  of  raising  the  case  or  bringing 
it  sp  to  the  Assembly.  Taking  the  counts  in  their  order,  the  first  he  had  to  consider 
vai  that  in  which  Mr.  MacQregor  and  the  Messrs.  MacLellan  called  at  Mr.  Brechin's 
hooie,  and  left  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Brechin  was  intoxicated.  Now  he 
wished  to  say  that  in  the  whole  case  they  had  got  witnesses  whose  evidence  was 
iadiipotable.  The  witnesses  were  eminently  qualified  by  intelligence  and  by  expe- 
rienee  of  life.  These  three  witnesses  evidently  were  shocked  by  what  they  saw,  and 
formed  their  impression  at  the  time.  He,  for  his  part,  said  he  had  no  doubt  they 
fottfid  Mr.  Brechin  in  a  condition,  if  they  were  to  believe  evidence  of  this  kind  in 
neh  eases  at  all,  in  a  state  of  what  might  be  indistinguishable  from  ordinary  signs 
of  intoxication.  No  doubt  it  was  said  that  the  light  was  bad,  and  that  there  was  a 
combination  of  eircumstances,  yet  from  Mr.  Brechin's  speech  and  talk  it  might  be 
Uken  for  certain  that  there  was  not  only  something  uncommon  about  him,  but  that 
he  presented  on  that  occasion  the  ordinary  signs  of  intoxication.  If  that  were  all 
that  could  be  said  he  should  regard  this  count  as  clearly  proved.  He  regarded  the 
witnesses  as  absofutely  indisputable.  But  then  they  had  to  look  at  the  circumstances. 
'Sow,  they  had  it  proved,  in  the  first  place,  that  Mr.  Brechin  had  suffered  from  a  very 
KTcre  disease  of  the  bone  of  the  skulL  This  was  testified  to  by  medical  evidence, 
aithoogh  he  thought  it  would  have  been  well  if  they  had  had  some  independent 
medical  witnesses,  besides  those  adduced  by  the  accused  party.  So  far  as  he  could 
jod^  the  medical  evidence  was  perfectly  trustworthy  and  entitled  to  be  received 
with  great  respects  They  had,  first  of  all,  the  fact  of  the  injury  to  Mr.  Brechin's 
head,  and  the  fact  that  his  mind  and  nervous  system  were  liable  to  be  disturbed  as 
well  u  severe  pain  in  connection  with  it.  Then  they  had  the  fact  of  the  accident 
snd  the  loss  of  blood  in  connection  with  it.  An  artery  was  divided  and  the  bone 
was  fractured,  and  he  imagined  any  of  them  would  not  receive  an  accident  like  that 
vithoQt  giving  some  shake  to  the  nervous  system,  and  in  Mr.  Brechin's  case  that 
might  be  the  effect.  There  were  cases  in  which  the  loss  of  blood  produced  a  very 
considerable  eflfect,  and  taking  morphia  in  this  disturbed  condition  one  could  not  be 
■ore  what  effect  it  would  have  upon  the  body.  He  confessed  he  was  not  able  as  a 
jorjman  in  the  case  to  come  to  a  conclusion  that  the  circumstances  he  had  men- 
tioned might  not  be  sufficient  to  have  produced  these  appearances,  even  if  Mr. 
Breehin  hid  not  been  taking  or  indulging  in  drugs  aa  a  matter  of  mere  indulgence. 
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«pr»n|f.  Ko  oiitliuieil— i\MiK1  »  drunk  man  hare  done  all  that  theie  three 
lucn  iiihuii  Mr.  Hr«vhiii  diil  that  nii;ht  )  Ue  walks  downstainiy  he  introda 
V«'cpa  up  »  o.>n^i*i«a(ion  ou  a  Miljoot  which  waa  of  interest  to  himself,  an 
lio  \i'i>  uaUivAllv  vuppt^dod  wvMiId  W  of  intoredt  to  those  who  wore  friendly 
he  )>io(-ohi'>  i^ouiiii;  h.t;hi.  whrre  li:;ht  unquo«;ional>W  was  needed:  he  ri nerd  t 
ho  ttx'ia  iho  p:4ii  o!  a  «,vurie%*u«  ho8i,  pre^^ins:  Mr.  MacOrosror  to  star  all  ni; 
»h)4kos  luutU  wi.h  hisi  vi>iu«rs  a»  ih^y  loave,  and  he  rotaiua  a  distinct  rec< 
ol  all  the  cveui*  and  ovcu  iho  r\Muark«  of  that  ere'.rnj,  heincr  ahle  Ion?  aft 
i>y  \'\\\st^\x\\\\\w  ihe  «\iu«'««ei  mic;i:«;:*u:l>.  creu  :o  refresh  laeir  memories 
poui.A.  \.  i.'.c^x"  arc  the  aots  o:'  a  U!au  who  wa«  ilmuk  iha:  nii:a:.  ih^n  dm 
au»  o.«i»il»!»*  .•«■  doiiK  *hai  luaiiv  of  us  uer^r  know  ;i'i  now.  Br  :he  roun 
Ma«'li'.Uii.  Mr.  lUv.'h'.u  »a*  ooa*  ,;?red  a  #ob.rmin  ua::i  ihe.cai.v.r  can'.ed 
»h.*u  '..'..*  a.;/uiv:  «a«  ma.K*  :.»  r:-.ic  the  V;:". — I'v  as  Mr.  Br?:h-::  :§  n:-:  -^m 
U»  ii.i^v  Is'^-vi  *'.iv.v.k  ^vi*u  !;'.*»;.:j:h  :2-  C3i"r  vi'.d  cau:.  15-:  wii:  bii  r  i«-td 
*;.a  .[xi  >.'.:»jiv*.  •I'.r.i'w.  vv.-l  a.»:  v'ea*?  h:*  vvr::yA=i:c:*, ".~  v^ifh  w*  iir-:  s 
10  Iv  :,->»'  :  »;  i.;,-i:  **:?..  cr  r.'i;  :;-  wa*  '.v:  ?r  '.Zkzi  h:*.  T-e  •.z.'-tTiz:^  :i 
»;:  :■.,•.-.  »  i«  uu>».tr  au  eU.  W  *  ^  •-•.:;  i".'.  :.:.:  :'i*  *  •.".'.-fr  .::.i-;rr*:.  ":  :;  w»  ■: 
».;.:  v'.Vsv  ■.  ?.•*  i..:v*  :'.\*si  :■•-*.■    *;:*.  V^v-ij*^  wi*  !iATe  t- :  ▼:!=::-•*  a":':  i;  '.L-i 
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%:w  ^r-.A   .»        .■•.x:.     >i  11' ■   V  1  "*   I-:-".     ;"   a  *:r  .  :*  nrz  rx.    :T-:ri    :i  ir 
u -%;,'- •.:.',  ■-.:"•■.  .x::.-«4,  *.;•.•;.  r*.-*:.  >Ss  ri:  .■•:•.•*  ."  j:~a.  :  .■••-i*.  .a.  .r'::— t-s*. 
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■,Jh*:  ^vv  >.  V    u  J  "ja  If   M-:  •:  ■    :-i4.      1>  j  i,  "i-r^  ..-f.  -a  x:".  ar-riri 
<.'\.'.:»  ■*   «  ■..».      Jv*  S-iV     i    i  "ii.   vir     ::   »•  ■    1^9  -l-i''   I'i- :T  r  :   'li  ill:  _  J. 
J   ii  .  .  ■  .^  k      J-*    ;i  .r*  ■.'■«     1 ;      lu  :   *  .  .1   1  "II.  r  '■:'i   ■  ;..i:rT  'i-r-  tjt^  :  : 
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Ml  BRECHIN  having  been  asked  if  he  had  anything  to  b&j,  said  he  nerer 
thoagbt  that  he  would  stand  up  in  the  Assembly  for  the  first  time  to  consider  such 
a  ehsige  as  that  brought  against  him.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  pleadings 
eo  hit  behalf  made  at  the  bar.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  ADAM,  in  supporting  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  assured  the  Assembly  that 

H  VIS  with  the  greatest  pain  he  appeared  at  the  bar,  and  that  nothing  but  a  rery 

solemn  conTietion  of  duty  had  induced  him  to  occupy  the  place  he  did.     He  argued 

tbt  the  eTidence  in  the  case  was  clear  and  conclusiye  as  to  the  guilt  of  the  appellant. 

Mr.  MACLELLAN  was  next  heard  in  reply. 

Mr.  KENNETH  MACDONALD,  Abercross,  asked  what  quantity  of  opium  Mr. 
fireckin  took,  and  how  often  1 

Mr.  BRECHIN  said  a  little  too  much  had  been  made  of  taking  drugs  on  his 
put  The  occasion  of  telling  it  was  when  Mr.  MacLellan  came  to  him  and  said  that 
tbree  gentlemen  had  found  him  under  the  influence  of  drink  in  his  own  manse.  He 
voold  not  tell  him  who  the  gentlemen  were  ;  but,  thinking  Mr.  MacLellan  was  in 
ctraest,  and  wishing  him  good  in  speaking  to  him,  he  said  to  Mr.  MacLellan  there 
nut  be  some  mistake.  Further,  he  said  sometimes  he  had  to  take  a.  dose  of  mor- 
phia on  account  of  a  severe  pain  in  his  head.  He  knew  perfectly  well  of  his  ailment. 
He  (Mr.  Breehin)  added  that  might  make  him  seem  strange  to  persons.  His  own 
mother  on  one  occasion  said  his  eyes  were  looking  heavy.  He  would  not,  perhaps, 
tike  a  dote  once  in  six  months,  and  when  he  did  take  it,  it  was  quite  a  common 
doie  of  tventy-fire  to  thirty  drops. 

Psrtiet  having  been  removed  from  the  bar,  the  pleadings  having  occupied  nearly 
fifehoon. 

Principal  RAINY  said  this  case  was  one  in  which  there  were  some  elements  of 

diSesIty,  and  in  regard  to  which  he  felt  considerable  hesitation  in  beginning  the 

diieoMioo.     He  was,  however,  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  case  which  it  was 

aeeeiiary  shonld  be  tested  by  a  libel,  and  he  did  not  concur  in  any  censure  either 

direeily  or  indirectly  on  those  who  had  been  the  means  of  raising  the  case  or  bringing 

Hap  to  the  Assembly.    Taking  the  counts  in  their  order,  the  first  he  had  to  consider 

ni  that  in  which  Mr.  MacGregor  and  the  Messrs.  MacLellan  called  at  Mr.  Brecliin's 

bome,  and  left  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  Brechin  was  intoxicated.     Now  he 

visiifid  to  say  that  in  the  whole  case  they  had  got  witnesses  whose  evidence  was 

ia^patable.     The  witnesses  were  eminently  qualified  by  intelligence  and  by  expe- 

rieoee  of  life.     These  three  witnesses  evidently  were  shocked  by  what  they  saw,  and 

formed  their  impression  at  the  time.     He,  for  his  part,  said  he  had  no  doubt  they 

foand  Mr.  Brechin  in  a  condition,  if  they  were  to  believe  evidence  of  this  kind  in 

aoeli  eases  at  all,  in  a  state  of  what  might  be  indistinguishable  from  ordinary  signs 

«( intoxieation.     No  doubt  it  was  said  that  the  light  was  bad,  and  that  there  was  a 

combination  of  circumstances,  yet  from  Mr.  Brechin's  speech  and  talk  it  might  be 

takea  for  certain  that  there  was  not  only  something  uncommon  about  him,  but  that 

^  presented  on  that  occasion  the  ordinary  signs  of  intoxication.     If  that  were  all 

'tk&t  eoaM  be  said  he  should  regard  this  count  as  clearly  proved.     He  regarded  the 

'Witnesses  as  absolutely  indisputable.     But  then  they  had  to  look  at  the  circumstances. 

^ov,  they  had  it  proved,  in  the  first  place,  that  Mr.  Brechin  had  suffered  from  a  very 

merere  disease  of  the  bone  of  the  skulL     This  was  testified  to  by  medical  evidence, 

mitltoogh  he  thonght  it  would  have  been  well  if  they  had  had  some  independent 

SMdieal  witnesses,  besides  those  adduced  by  the  accused  party.    So  far  as  he  could 

jwige,  the  medical  evidence  was  perfectly  trustworthy  and  entitled  to  be  received 

'viik  great  respect.     They  had,  first  of  all,  the  fact  of  the  injury  to  Mr.  Brechin's 

^ttd,  and  the  fact  that  his  mind  and  nervous  system  were  liable  to  be  disturbed  as 

'Veil  as  severe  pain  in  connection  with  iL     Then  they  had  the  fact  of  the  accident 

^  tke  loss  of  blood  in  connection  with  it.     An  artery  was  divided  and  the  bone 

^Mfinetored,  and  he  Imagined  any  of  them  would  not  receive  an  accident  like  that 

^tW  giving  some  shake  to  the  nervous  system,  and  in  Mr.  Brechin's  case  that 

^ifH  be  the  effect.     There  were  cases  in  which  the  loss  of  blood  produced  a  very 

^<K>siderable  effect,  and  taking  morphia  in  this  disturbed  condition  one  could  not  be 

fv«  what  effect  it  would  have  upon  the  body.     He  confessed  he  was  not  able  as  a 

jirjiQiii  in  the  case  to  come  to  a  conclusion  that  the  circumstances  he  had  men- 

tiOBed  might  not  be  sufficient  to  have  produced  these  appearances,  even  if  Mr. 

^'^ddn  hftd  not  been  taking  or  indulging  in  drugs  aa  a  matter  of  mere  indulgence. 
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He  shoald  like,  howerer,  to  hear  some  of  the  medical  brethren  in  the  Asaemblj  on 
the  point.  He  woald^  however,  like  to  say  that  Mr.  Brechin  should  feel  that  he  was 
laid  ander  very  special  oi^liiration?,  especially  if  it  were  to  be  that  he  might  unfor- 
tunaTely  be  misuuderstood,  to  guard  very  carefully  against  each  a  misunderstanding, 
and  if  a  friend  of  his  was  pl-iced  in  the  same  position  he  would  advise  him  that,  in 
the  case  of  uarcoucs,  it  wouid  be  much  eater  to  be  attended  bj  a  member  of  the 
faculty.     (App!au«^.> 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  BELL  (elder)  said,  in  accordance  with  Principal  Rainy's  appeal, 
I  beg  to  otfer  a  few  remarks  on  this  case.  On  the  occasion  when  Mr.  Brechin  was 
Tisit«;d  by  the  three  gentlemen  he  was  asleep  after  passing  a  sleepless  night  and  day. 
He  was  unexpectedly  awakened  from  that  sleep  and  came  down  stairs,  and  spoke  in 
a  manner  that  most  naturally  created  in  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  the  impression 
that  he  had  been  partaking  of  intoxicants.  I  believe  that  I  would  myself  have 
supposed  that,  but  question  if  any  of  those  gentlemen  knew  that  Mr.  Brechin  had 
undergone  a  surgical  operation,  the  removing  a  portion  of  a  bone  from  the  skull, 
and  that  his  brain,  instead  of  being  covered  by  the  usual  firm,  bony  texture,  was 
merely  covered  by  the  scalp.  Did  they  know  that  within  a  short  time  he  had  met 
with  a  serious  accident,  that  an  artery  had  been  wounded  t  If  these  circumstances 
had  been  known  to  these  gentlemen  they  would  have  taken  a  charitable  view ;  not 
that  he  had  been  intemperate,  but  that  his  unfortunate  state  of  health  and  the 
circumstances  in  which  he  had  been  roused  from  sleep  were  sufficient  to  aecount 
for  his  appearance.  As  to  the  electioneering  gentlemen,  I  do  not  attach  much 
importance  to  their  interview  with  Mr  Brechin,  for  perhaps  he  might  be  annoyed  at 
their  importuning  him  for  his  vote ;  because  there  was  no  occasion  for  it^  now  that 
the  ballot  box  exists ;  and  the  offer  to  send  a  carriage  for  him  might  be  regarded  as 
an  Insult.  1  feel  full  of  sympathy  for  not  only  the  congregation  of  Shandon,  but  for 
the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton.  It  is  a  rery  painful  thing  to  send  a  man  back  to  his 
people  after  such  an  inquiry  as  this,  but  we  must  do  many  things  that  are  disagree- 
able, and  I  do  not  see  that  we  are  at  the  present  time  in  a  position  to  bzing  in 
a  motion  for  deposition.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  C.  J.  GUTHRIE,  who  was  received  with  lond  applause,  moved  that  both 
appeals  be  dismissed  by  the  Assembly.  He  hoped  members  would  banish  from 
their  minds  not  only  all  ontside  rumours,  but  also  everything  in  the  record  except 
that  relating  to  the  two  charges  founded  on.  They  were  bound  to  do  so,  unless  any 
member  was  prepared  to  move  in  regard  to  the  other  charges.  If  not,  they  must 
take  it  that  Mr.  Brechin's  reputation  was  unimpeached,  except  by  the  two  charges 
in  question.  With  reference  to  the  first  charge,  it  had  been  treated  on  both  sides 
of  the  bar  as  a  question  of  credibility.  With  all  deference,  the  question  seemed  to 
him  rather  to  be.  Take  it  as  proved,  which  he  thought  it  was,  that  on  the  29th 
April,  1879,  Mr.  Brechin  was  nnder  the  influence  of  drugs,  had  he  not  accounted  for 
his  appearance  on  that  occasion,  consistently  with  innocence,  by  the  dose  of  morphia 
'  which  he  admittedly  took  the  previous  night,  acting  on  a  constitution  injured  by 
the  old  wound  in  the  head,  and  enfeebled  by  the  loss  of  blood  from  the  recent  severe 
finger  cut.  The  Assembly  would  notice  that  Mr.  Brechin  did  not  meet  this  charge 
by  a  denial.  Had  he  done  so,  conviction  must  have  followed ;  for  the  evidence  of 
Mr.  MacGregor  and  the  two  Messrs.  MacLellan  was  distinct  and  unshaken.  But  Mr. 
Brechin  offered  an  explanation.  Was  it  satisfactory  1  He  was  bound  to  say  that, 
on  the  whole,  he  thought  it  suflleient  and  sufficiently  established  to  make  it  right 
for  the  Assembly  to  return  a  rerdict  of  not  proven.  Had  there  been  several  charges 
as  distinctly  proven  as  this  one,  it  might  have  been  otherwise ;  but  he  would  not 
advise  the  Assembly  to  convict  when  the  proof  amounted  only  to  one  case, of  an 
overdose  of  morphia  taken  in  the  middle  of  the  night  by  a  man  suffering  pain  and 
enfeebled  by  loss  of  blood.  He  wished  some  medical  men  of  eminence  had  been 
examined.  But  they  must  take  the  evidence  as  they  had  it;  and  doing  so,  he 
thought  the  judgments  of  the  Presbytery  (who  had  the  great  advantage  of  seeing  the 
witnesses)  and  of  the  Synod  must  be  affirmed. 

The  last  charge  seemed  to  him  in  a  different  position.  It  was  spoken  to  by  two 
credible  witnesses.  But,  in  the  first  place,  the  nature  of  their  visit — to  endeavour  to 
extort  from  Mr.  Brechin  a  statement  which  under  the  Ballot  Act  none  were  entitled 
to  know — would  account  for  sach  peculiarity  of  manner.  Then,  the  Assembly  would 
observe  that  the  evidence  of  Messrs.  Keid  and  Young  reduced  itself  entirely  to  a 
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gutter  of  opinion.    The  Assemblj  were  entitled  to  know  the  pounds   of  their 
opinioD.    Bat  the/  did  not  speak  to  smell  of  drink,  staggering,  inarticulateness, 
iscolierenoe,  or  nny  of  the  other  signs  of  intoxication.    And  it  would  be  kept  in 
fiew  that  within  a  rery  few  hours  Mr.  Brechin  conducted  a  prayer-meeting  without 
aiMaing  in  anybody's  mind  the  conyiction  to  which  Messrs.  Bold  and  Young,  no 
doabt  with  perfect  honesty,  had  given  expression.    Therefore  he  would  recommend 
the  Assembly  to  accept  Mr.  Brechin's  explanation  of  the  lamentable  appearance 
wUeh  had  rendered  presbyterial  inrestigation  of  the  firstcharge  a  necessity,  and  to  find 
the  last  charge  not  proven.  Accordingly,  he  moved,  That  the  Qeneral  Assemblj  dismiss 
beih  the  appeals,  and  the  dissent  and  complaint,  and  affirm  the  judgment  of  the  Synod. 
Professor  THOMAS  SMITH,  in  seconding  the  motion,  after  congratulating  Mr. 
Gsthrie  on  hit  first  appearance  in  the  Assembly,  said  that  although  they  should  give 
iwb  weight  to  medical  evidence,  yet  when  he  found  a  witness  like  Dr.  Barr  saying 
tkii  if  be  saw  Mr.  Brechin  coming  out  of  a  public-house  and  stumbling,  he  would 
loi  think  he  was  nnder  the  influence  of  drink,  they  should  receire  such  testimony 
vitk  some  measnre  of  eaution.     Why,  he  should  not  say  that  even  regarding  their 
Moderator,  and  he  would  not  expect  and  would  not  desire  any  one  to  say  it  in  regard 
to  himidf.    (Laughter.)    Therefore  the  furthest  he  was  brought  to  was  this,  that  it 
did  ereate  a  doubt,  and  the  person  accused  was  entitled  to  hare  the  benefit  of  that 
doobtk  So  far  from  blaming  Mr.  Mac Lellan  and  those  other  gentlemen  who  had  appealed 
aaddiasented  from  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  he  thought  they  were  indebted  to  them 
for  doiag  what  was  perfectly  right  in  the  circumstances  in  which  they  were  placed.    He 
believed  those  gentlemen  who  went  to  Mr.  Brechin  on  a  political  errand  honestly  be- 
heved  be  was  under  the  influence  of  drink  from  the  appearances  presented.    At  the 
nise  time,  from  the  medical  evidence,  he  thought  it  was  a  possible  thing  that  Mr. 
Breekia  was  of  snch  a  constitution  and  such  a  temperament,  that  he  thought  it  not  an 
uasoal  thing  for  a  minister  to  sit  at  his  door  smoking,  and  not  take  his  pipe  from  hia 
neath  when  persons  called.    He  (Professor  Smith)  thought  it  was  inconsistent  with 
Cbristian  courtesy  to  go  on  smoking  into  these  agents' faces,  and  to  give  them  an  answer 
vUch  certainly  was  a  churlish  one,  and  to  treat  them  in  a  way  in  which  they  were 
lelcBtitledto  be  treated,  especially  when  they  considered  they  were  political  opponents. 
Still  he  waa  ahnt  up  by  the  medical  evidence  to  believe  that  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Bceehin,both  on  thia  and  the  other  occasion,  might  be  accounted  for  on  the  supposition 
ef  bis  being  innoeent.     He  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  find  the  charge  not  proven, 
ar  HENRY  MOKCREIFF,  whUe  differing  from  Dr.  Smith  in  more  than  one 
nipeeft,  did  not  dififer  from  him  on  the  ground  of  his  decision.     He,  however,  only 
ens  to  that  deeision,  and  eould  only  support  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  they 
iMd  gire  Mr.  Brechin  the  benefit  of  what  was,  in  his  opinion,  of  considerable 
dosbi  in  more  than  one  respect.    Dr.  Smith  did  not  observe  that  the  view  taken  by 
Mr.  Qathrie  in  his  very  excellent  speech  was  founded  on  doubt.     It  had  been  clearly 
ittted  by  Mr.  Guthrie  that  if  they  had  more  than  one  instance  of  the  same  thing, 
tbej  woold  not  allow  the  consideration  of  what  was  founded  on  the  medical  evi- 
dcaee  to  prevent  them  arriving  at  the  conclusion  that  the  case  was  proved.    Now, 
Ui  feeUng  waa  this  before  Dr.  Bainy  rose,  that  apart  from  the  medical  evidence  and 
tbe  qnetiion  about  the  state  of  Mr.  Brechin's  health,  the  evidence,  in  his  mind, 
toild  haTS  been  eondusive.    He  would  have  said  undoubtedly  the  case  was  proved, 
vtn  it  ttoi  that  a  real  difficulty  was  created  as  to  his  condition  of  health,  and  of  the 
c6et  that  that  eondition  and  the  opium  might  have  had  upon  him.    That  led  him 
iitodoabt;  bat  at  the  same  time  he  felt  they  must  hold  that  Mr.  MacLellan  was 
pofeetly  joatified  in  bringing  the  caae  up  as  he  had  done — (applause) — and  that  the 
^beatera  from  the  Synod's  judgment  were  also  justified  in  their  conduct.    As  the 
■itt«r  stood,  the  result  must  lead  to  the  conviction  that  the  Assembly  should  take 
tebdtable  Tiew  of  it,  and  believe  that  the  case  was  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
>^ttHr  snggeated,  and,  therefore,  to  do  all  they  eould  now  to  encourage  Mr.  Brechin, 
^  te  lead  him  to  feel  the  neeessity  of  being  very  careful  in  the  future. 

Tbe  motion  waa  unanimously  agreed  to.    Parties  were  then  called,  and  the 
i       jvdpttat  of  the  Aaaembly  intimated. 

%  ABOTLL  raXB  OHUBOH,  GLASGOW. 

'  m        The  AitemUy  took  np  a  case  of  Appeal  by  the  Deacons'  Coort  of  Argyll  Free 
-1     v^QiMi^Y.    Parties  were  caUed. 
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HopiiMed  tliu' 
underKoae  ii 
and  liut  lii^ 
tnercl/covi,-' 


"  '•■fc&r.  B.  O.  BnUoiir,  Mr.  T.  Cr.-mr,  .Mr.  , 
-    •    •",    tfjttr,  minimem;  Mr.  Smart  Oritv.  Mr. 

:^  ':1m«;  Wf-  "■  O.  Ii..lf""r  to  b.  oon«a«. 
',  «  *  "'_ii««  W  report  ut  a  fuiurc  ilieL 


impDitiLii- 
(ha  Ulbii 


..  »•■  i"  ■'•''■■''   *'■■■  i'*''"''.  »  "'Bu'licr  of  the  Fres 

>  '  **-',rtto<*  '''*  "Iccwlon  of  llie  TrBsbj  tcrt,  bj  vbich.  by 

'•"*a<Ji*  P''  '  *■"  '^""°  '''*  fuUi?™!?''''''"'  of  ]JiU-k  iulo 

"^  •''|r(>M«roii,  Loobi,  iltbonjfli  J'r.  Catiieron  coiiKiilurci  il 

-J.  ■i'';^  -re,  to  acce|>l  the  call  it  the  I'reBbyicrv  bi«  (it  to 

'^•'J^tfpevtd  *(  tbe  Imr  Mr.  M-Arlliiir  fur  tlie  .[.[.dbii.t^ 

^    M  Ur.  M'Rilcliio  Jiud  Mr.  Morrison  lelderj  (or  llie  Prm- 

.i«^]lr.  J101tRIS0NUTingex[.la1ncdlbat,  o«iD?  lo  clrcum 
*i>,^Jpind,  ibe  i'reabjlery  vine  iiiiw  Tilling  lu  a^inutiuD  lbs 
^  j*^J?L  larencd  ibe  jiidguieul  and  allowed  Ibe  iruuBlutiOQ. 


«»yCBBIFP  presenlcd  a  poiiiion  on  tlie  part  ef  Mr.  Alexander 

^i^jJL'BiinijWr  al  Siralh,  Ibiii,  loobiiis  to  Ibe  ileli^rancB  of  lust 

-  \  •^*^,  he  had  applied  to  tbo  I'reub)  li-rj-  of  Toronto,  in  Canada,  for 

.  '  'llgKiice  of  snlpeiulon  paasril  upon  liini  lij  tlie  Uetiurul  Asseuibl)'  of 

''*.'<|f^9MtlBildialB78;  tbatbis  iipplk-atiou  wan  in  aocarduivc  Kith  tbe 

'  ""^ipiloa  of  lut  Ocrneml  Aaieuiblr  in  nlution  to  bi»  cjim  ;  ntid  tliat,  in 

ncabyter;  of  Toronto  liiid  ugrued  to  n  uiitiute,  wliivli  waa  laid  uinin 

rweut  Auembly.     On  the  part  of  Jlr.  Jlackcnzie,  iLa  pelitLuncr 

Ibe  Aiiembly  to  explain  tliat  the  re><uUitlan  uf  lutL  Aawinbly  wua 

[japly  any  failure  to  recot'iiifo  the  unity  of  iliai:l[illlie  referred  lt>, 

dleerliDiuution  between  Scotland  and  Caiiiida,  nor  to  aSuel  tlie 

I  to  tbe  receiving  of  uilniKUTg  from  tbe  Ciiurch  la  UnnaiU  into 

,vri?>i  of  Scotland.     Tbe  peillioner  a«ked  tbe  AsHtmbly  lo  inaku  il  clear 

Intended  to  diBpiiv.ii;c  tbe  rcBloraiion  of  Mr.  Mackeniic  hy  u  Churub 

would  not  fully  eorrespoDd  to  hii  rcaiuretion  by  a  Ubuteh 


wl  ^M  ""'*  *'^  forth  in  the  petition. 
I],  'fbi  deliTcrance  having  hci-n  uiut 


1  by  Dr.  Wilioo,  seconded  by  Mr.  HI'Taviah, 


I 


n.«Hip, 


Ftrtle*  were  begird  nt  grral  teni^h  In  eonnection  with  a  proli?at  and  appeal  by 
JM,  Campbell,  teacher,  Scotlandwell,  againit  a  dectaion  of  the  Frcebytary  of  Kinroaa 
dianlulnE  '  petition  iirc^enlcd  by  tha  ujipellant  and  hia  wife,  craving  the  Court  to 
iMlorB  their  names  to  the  roll  of  Fortmouk  congregation,  from  which,  it  wu  alleged, 
thay  had  been  expunged  without  notice  or  procvaa  oF  dlBciplina.  Tbo  pclilluncts 
Kverred  that,  having  directed  the  allention  of  the  dcacona'  courl  to  a  brpucb  of  the 
lava  of  the  Church,  through  the  failure  to  call  congregational  ineetlnga  for  ibe  yrara 
1877'S0,  and  no  notice  having  been  taki-n  of  the  regireientatioDB  ao  made,  tliey  ceased 
t«  attend  the  weekly  diet  of  wonhip  in  Furlmoak  Kree  Church,  anil  worehippeil  for 
Mine  time — not  more  than  aii  weeka— in  Fortmoak  Fariah  Church.  Tbe  aefsicn. 
on  tbe  other  hand,  denied  that  no  notice  bad  been  lukeu  of  the  rupreatntaliona  of 
tbo  pelUlonera,  who  liiid  atated  to  rcvcral  nicmbera  of  llio  Cbnrch  that  they  bad  left 
the  coTigri/|.'atlon,  and  would  not  return.  Acrnrdinglj,  on  the  Kaxtday,  Oili  Decem- 
ber laatfWhen  Iho  aeKaion,  in  the  oauat  course  before  tbe  Com ninniou,  purged  the  tuU, 
the  names  of  the  peliLioncra  were  reuioieJ  from  it. 


8ATURDAT,  MAY  21,  1881.  35 

Principal  RAINY,  after  remarking  that  both  parties  appeared  to  be  in  the  wrong, 
noTcd  that  the  Assembly  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery,  find  by  Mr. 
t^mpbeirs  own  admission  that  the  course  he  took  was  censurable,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Presbytery  was  irregular  in  so  far  as  they  summarily  expunged  the  names  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cimpbell  from  the  roll,  and,  in  all  the  circumstances,  direct  on  the 
tipellants  sending  to  the  kirk-session  in  writing  a  request  to  have  their  names 
n stored  to  the  roll,  accompanied  with  an  expression  of  regret  for  having  withdrawn 
trcm  ordinances,  the  kirk-session  should  forthwith  restote  the  names. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  seconded  the  motion,  with  the  remark  that  the 
»e»ioii  wd:i  bound  to  have  given  intimation  of  their  intention  to  remove  the  names 
Irum  the  roll. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ASSEMBLT  HALL  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  BROWN  DOUGLAS  (elder)  made  a  statement  regarding  the  acoommoda- 
tion  in  the  Assembly  Hall.  Plans,  he  said,  were  on  the  table,  and  were  in  the 
writing-room  for  the  inspection  of  members.  There  were  at  present  738  members 
of  A8mid))1t,  400  of  whom  could  be  seated  in  the  body  of  the  Hall,  100  in  the  gal- 
lery to  tbe  right  of  the  Moderator's  chair,  and  the  remaining  228  had  to  find  accom- 
modatioD  in  the  passages  between  the  benches  on  the  platform,  or  where  best  they 
could.  That  was  a  state  of  things  very  inconvenient,  more  especially  in  the  case  of 
a  division,  when  those  seated  in  the  gallery  had  to  come  down  to  the  centre  of  the 
Hall. 

Tbe  Asiembly  Hall  Committee  were  asked  to  submit  suggestions  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Hall,  and  they  now  laid  on  the  table  three  plans.     By  one  of  these,  two 
of  tbe  leats  on  the  west  gallery  wonld  be  brought  into  the  House,  leaving  two  ele- 
vated seats  for  the  public,  and  a  corresponding  alteration  would  be  made  on  the 
east  ^llery.    By  the  second  plan,  that  part  of  the  House  reserved  for  members 
woald  be  extended  back,  thus  taking  away  the  front  gallery  facing  the  Moderator's 
chair.    This  plan  would  give  accommodation  for  about  150  additional  members. 
The  third  plan  was  to  extend  the  Hall  to  the  east  for  about  20  feet,  thus  making 
liie  building  110  feet  wide,  instead  of  90  feet,  as  at  present.    The  advantage  would 
be  that  200  additional  members  would  be  accommodated  in  the  House,  and  seat« 
provided  for  200  more  of  the  public. 

The  question  was,  which  of  these  plans  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  If  the 
\mx  was  chosen,  it  would  be  well  .to  have  an  indication  of  opinion  from  this  Assem- 
bly, beemnse  the  property  which  they  held  to  the  east  of  the  Hall  was  at  present 
oeeopied,  and  they  would  require  by  next  February  to  give  intimation  to  the  tenants. 
The  first  plan  implied  an  expenditure  of  £500 ;  the  second,  £1000 ;  and  the  third, 
£9000.  His  eonviction  was  that  the  last  was  the  best,  and  even  financially  the  most 
ceonomical.  (Applause.)  It  had  a  good  many  advantages,  and  he  believed  it  would 
be  a  general  improvement  It  had  occurred  to  him  ever  since  this  Hall  was  con- 
ttmeied  that  the  east  gallery  passage  was  far  too  narrow ;  but,  by  adopting  the  last 
plan,  they  could  remedy  that  defect  The  Committee  also  contemplated  a  separate 
Sfeeeas  for  the  reporters,  but  leaving  their  seat  in  the  body  of  the  House.  They 
woold  likewise  improve  the  ladies'  and  the  Moderator's  rooms.     (Applause.) 

Principal  RAINY  said  they  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Brown  Douglas  for  the  report, 
and  for  his  connection  with  the  Hall  ever  since  it  was  built  There  was  not  now 
tiiBC  to  discass  these  matters,  but  it  was  desirable  that  the  fact  of  the  plans  being 
prepared  and  exhibited  to  the  members  should  be  stated,  and  that  the  statement 
now  given  be  made.  He  proposed  that  they  adjourn  further  consideration  of  the 
report  to  ft  fature  diet  of  the  Assembly. 

This  proposal  was  adopted,  and  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  at 
Booa. 


34  REMOVAL  OF  NAMES  FROM  THE  ROLL. 

With  consent  of  parties,  the  Assembly  refer  this  ease  to  a  committee,  as  follows: — 
Mr.  R  Waterston,  Mr.  William  Burnet.  Mr.  R.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  T.  Crerar,  Mr.  A. 

Lee,  Mr.  J.  H.  Eraser,  Mr.  Alexander  Walker,  ministers ;  Mr.  Stuart  Gray,  Mr.  P. 

D.  Swan,  Mr.  W.  Henderson,  Mr.  D.  Dickson,  Mr.  B.  Bell,  Mr.  John  Maclaren,  Mc. 

Thomas  Martin,  Mr.  T.  M'Micking,  elders ;  Mr.  R.  G.  Balfour  to  be  eonyener. 
The  Assembly  instruct  the  committee  to  report  at  a  future  diet. 

A  8T0RN0WAT  TRANSLATION  CASE. 

Parties  were  called  in  the  case  in  which  Mr.  Macrae,  a  member  of  the  Free 
Presbytery  of  Lewis,  appealed  against  the  decision  of  the  Presbytery,  by  which,  by 
a  majority  of  one,  they  declined  to  put  a  call  from  the  congregation  of  Back  into 
the  hands  of  the  Rer.  Hector  Cameron,  Lochs,  although  Mr.  Cameron  considered  it 
his  duty,  for  reasons  which  he  gare,  to  accept  the  call  if  the  Presbytery  saw  fit  to 
place  it  in  his  hands.  There  appeared  at  the  bar  Mr.  M' Arthur  for  the  appellants, 
Mr.  Macrae  for  the  minority,  Mr.  M'Ritchie  and  Mr.  Morrison  (elder)  for  the  Pres- 
bytery, and  Mr.  Cameron  for  himself. 

Mr.  M' ARTHUR  and  Mr.  MORRISON  having  explained  that,  owing  to  clrcnm 
stances  which  had  transpired,  the  Presbytery  were  now  willing  to  sanction  the 
translation,  the  Assembly  Verersed  the  judgment  and  allowed  the  translation. 

A  SUSPENSION  CASS. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  presented  a  petition  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  formerly  minister  at  Strath,  that,  looking  to  the  deliyerance  of  last 
Assembly  in  his  case,  he  had  applied  to  the  Presbytery  of  Toronto,  in  Canada,  for 
removal  of  the  sentence  of  suspension  passed  upon  him  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  in  1878  ;  that  his  application  was  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  resolution  of  last  General  Assembly  in  relation  to  his  case ;  and  that,  in 
consequence,  the  Presbytery  of  Toronto  had  agreed  to  a  minute,  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table  of  the  present  Assembly.  On  the  part  of  Mr.  Mackenzie,  the  petitioner 
respectfully  asked  the  Assembly  to  explain  that  the  resolution  of  last  Assembly  was 
not  intended  to  imply  any  failure  to  recognise  the  unity  of  discipline  refentrd  to, 
nor  to  make  any  discrimination  between  Scotland  and  Canada,  nor  to  affect  the 
general  question  as  to  the  receiving  of  ministers  from  the  Church  in  Canada  into 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  The  petitioner  asked  the  Assembly  to  make  it  clear 
that  it  was  not  intended  to  disparage  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Mackenzie  by  a  Church 
conrt  in  Canada,  as  if  it  would  not  fully  correspond  to  his  restoration  by  a  Church 
court  in  Scotland. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  having  explained  that  some  misunderstanding  having 
arisen  in  regard  to  the  matter  with  the  Toronto  Presbytery,  submitted  a  deliverdnce 
on  the  lines  set  forth  in  the  petition. 

The  deliverance  having  been  moved  by  Dr.  Wilson,  seconded  by  Mr.  M'Tavishi 
Inverness,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

BKMOYAL  OF  NAMES  FROM  THE  BOLL  OF  CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP. 

Parties  were  heard  at  great  length  in  eonnection  with  a  protest  and  appeal  by 
Jas.  Campbell,  teacher,  Scotlandwell,  against  a  decision  of  the  Presbyteiy  of  Kinross 
dismissing  a  petition  presented  by  the  appellant  and  his  wife,  craving  the  Court  to 
restore  their  names  to  the  roll  of  Portmoak  congregation,  from  which,  it  was  alleged, 
they  had  been  expunged  without  notice  or  process  of  discipline.  The  petitioners 
averred  that,  having  directed  the  attention  of  the  deacons'  court  to  a  breach  of  the 
laws  of  the  Church,  through  the  failure  to  call  congregational  meetings  for  the  years 
1877-80,  and  no  notice  having  been  taken  of  the  representations  so  made,  they  ceased 
to  attend  the  weekly  diet  of  worship  in  Portmoak  Free  Chnreh,  and  worshipped  for 
some  time— not  more  than  six  weeks — ^in  Portmoak  Parish  Church.  The  session, 
on  the  other  hand,  denied  that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  representations  of 
the  petitioners,  who  had  stated  to  several  members  of  the  Church  that  they  bad  left 
the  congregation,  and  would  not  return.  Accordingly,  on  the  Fast  day,  9  th  Decem- 
ber last,  when  the  session,  in  the  usual  course  before  the  Communion,  purged  the  roll, 
the  names  of  the  petitioners  were  removed  from  it* 


SATURDAY,  MAY  21,  1881.  35 

PriDeipal  RAINY,  after  remarking  that  both  parties  appeared  to  be  in  the  wrong, 
DOTcd  that  the  Aesemblj  reyerse  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery,  find  by  Mr. 
Cimpbeirs  own  admLuion  that  the  course  he  took  was  censurable,  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Preabytery  was  irregular  in  so  far  as  they  summarily  expunged  the  names  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  from  the  roll,  and,  in  all  the  circumstances,  direct  on  the 
]ipp«llinU  sending  to  the  kirk-session  in  writing  a  request  to  hare  their  names 
rcttortd  to  the  roll,  accompanied  with  an  expression  of  regret  for  having  withdrawn 
from  ordJDanees,  the  kirk-session  should  forthwith  restore  the  names. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  seconded  the  motion,  with  the  remark  that  the 
Mttion  VAs  bound  to  have  giyen  intimation  of  their  intention  to  remove  the  names 
from  the  roll. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ASSEMBLT  HALL  COMMITTEB. 

Mr.  BROWN  DOUGLA.S  (elder)  made  a  statement  regarding  the  acoommoda- 
lion  in  the  Assembly  Hall.  Plans,  he  said,  were  on  the  table,  and  were  in  the 
wriUngroom  for  the  inspection  of  members.  There  were  at  present  788  members 
of  Anenbly,  400  of  whom  could  be  seated  in  the  body  of  the  Hall,  100  in  the  gal- 
lery to  the  right  of  the  Moderator's  chair,  and  the  remaining  228  had  to  find  accom- 
modation in  the  passages  between  the  benches  on  the  platform,  or  where  best  they 
coold.  That  was  a  state  of  things  very  inconvenient,  more  especially  in  the  case  of 
a  diriiioD,  when  those  seated  in  the  gallery  had  to  come  down  to  the  centre  of  the 
Hili. 

1%e  Assembly  Hall  Committee  were  asked  to  submit  suggestions  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Hall,  and  they  now  laid  on  the  table  three  plans.  By  one  of  these,  two 
of  the  seats  on  the  west  gallery  would  be  brought  into  the  House,  leaving  two  ele- 
Tated  seats  for  the  public,  and  a  corresponding  alteration  would  be  made  on  the 
cut  gallery.  By  the  second  plan,  that  part  of  the  House  reserved  for  members 
vosld  be  extended  back,  thus  taking  away  the  front  gallery  facing  the  Moderator's 
chair.  This  plan  would  give  accommodation  for  about  150  additional  members. 
The  third  plan  was  to  extend  the  Hall  to  the  east  for  about  20  feet,  thus  making 
thehniJding  110  feet  wide,  instead  of  90  feet,  as  at  present.  The  advantage  would 
he  that  200  additional  members  would  be  accommodated  in  the  House,  and  seat« 
provided  for  200  more  of  the  public. 

The  question  was,  which  of  these  plans  it  would  be  desirable  to  adopt  If  the 
hit  was  chosen,  it  would  be  well  .to  have  an  indication  of  opinion  from  this  Assem- 
hlj,  beeanse  the  property  which  they  held  to  the  east  of  the  Hall  was  at  present 
oeeapied,  and  they  would  require  by  next  February  to  give  intimation  to  the  tenants. 
The  first  plan  implied  an  expenditure  of  £500 ;  the  second,  £1000 ;  and  the  third, 
i^OO.  His  conviction  was  that  the  last  was  the  best,  and  even  financially  the  most 
ceooemieal.  (Applause.)  It  had  a  good  many  advantages,  and  he  believed  it  would 
he  I  general  improvement  It  had  occurred  to  him  ever  since  this  Hall  waa  con- 
ttroeted  that  the  east  gallery  passage  was  far  too  narrow ;  but,  by  adopting  the  last 
piao,  they  eonld  remedy  that  defect  The  Committee  also  contemplated  a  separate 
Mess  for  the  reporters,  but  leaving  their  seat  in  the  body  of  the  House.  They 
VMld  likewise  improve  the  ladies'  and  the  Moderator's  rooms.     (Applause.) 

Principal  RAINY  said  they  were  indebted  to  Mr.  Brown  Douglas  for  the  report, 
tti  for  his  connection  with  the  Hall  ever  since  it  was  built.  There  was  not  now 
^  to  discuss  these  matters,  but  it  was  desirable  that  the  fact  of  the  plans  being 
P*«psred  and  exhibited  to  the  members  should  be  stated,  and  that  the  statement 
^^  given  be  made.  He  proposed  that  they  adjourn  further  consideration  of  the 
nport  to  a  future  diet  of  the  Assembly. 

%  proposal  was  adopted,  and  the  Assembly  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday  at 

fiOOQ. 


36  THE  BIQHTS  OF  INTERIM  KIRK-SESSIONS. 


MONDAY   MAY  23. 

The  AflBembly  resumed  to-day  at  noon — Bev.  Dr.  Langhton,  Moderator.  Pro- 
eeedingB  were  eommenced  with  doTotional  exercises. 

BUSIHS8S  OOmOTIEI. 

Principal  BAINY  submitted  a  report  from  the  Business  Committee.  It  wa« 
proposed,  he  said,  to  take  as  No.  5  on  Wednesday  the  report  on  the  fond  for  pre. 
Disruption  ministers,  and  after  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Church  and  Manse  Build- 
ings report.  On  Thursday  erening  it  was  proposed  to  take  the  petition  from 
Dandee  in  the  case  of  Bev.  George  Laing.  On  Friday  eyening  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Church  Bates  would  be  taken ;  and  on  Saturday  the  report  on  temper- 
ance, and  in  connection  therewith  an  orertnre  from  members  of  the  House  as  to 
the  granting  of  licences  for  railway  carriages.  On  Monday  the  bnsineas  would 
indade  the  report  on  Church  and  State,  with  orerture ;  and  on  Tuesday  CTcning  the 
Assembly  would  be  brought  to  a  close.  Principal  Bainy  proceeded  to  say — I  haye 
to  make  a  statement  which  I  hope  the  House  will  kindly  listen  to  with  attention.  In 
the  Basiness  Committee  we  have  had  under  our  consideration  the  great  importance 
of  presenring  the  order  of  the  House — (applause) — in  the  course  of  debate  on 
disputed  questions.  In  regard  to  that  matter,  we  feel  that  it  is  a  very  serious 
importance  that  proper  order  should  be  preserred  on  the  part  of  all  who  are  present 
at  our  discussions,  so  that  they  may  proceed  in  a  way  that  is  suitable  in  the  dis- 
cussions and  deliberations  of  a  supreme  court  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  We  are 
extremely  unwilling — I  may  say  in  the  last  degree  unwilling — ^to  take  any  means  in 
connection  with  this  matter  except  just  to  appeal  to  the  sense  of  duty  and  what  is 
seemly  on  the  part  of  Christian  men  and  women.  We  are  not  surprised  that  there 
should  be  strong  feelings  on  one  side  or  other  in  connection  with  matters  that 
are  interesting  and  exciting,  but  we  are  quite  sure  that  eyery  reasonable  person 
will  feel  that  we  claim  only  what  we  are  not  only  entitled  to  claim,  but  what  we  are 
bound  to  claim,  that  there  shall  be  peaceful  order  in  the  House.  In  regard  to  that 
matter,  I  haye  therefore  been  instructed  at  this  early  period  to  say  that  we  onrselyes 
mean  to  support,  and  call  upon  the  House  to  support,  and  the  audience  to  support^ 
the  oderator  in  the  difficult  and  important  duty  which  he  has  to  discharge.  (Ap 
plause.)  I  am  sure  that  we  consider  it  right  that  interest  should  be  taken  by  the 
publie  and  the  Free  Church  public  in  our  deliberations,  and  while  we  feel  tha^  we 
trust  that  they  will  also  feel  that  they  are  not  here  as  members  of  a  meeting,  but 
as  lookers  on  on  the  deliberations  of  a  body  to  which  this  House  belongs,  and  who 
are  conducting  here  these  deliberations  as  the  responsible  administrators  of  affairs. 
In  this  connection  I  haye  been  authorised  yery  strongly  to  appeal  to  the  members  of 
this  House  in  this  yiew  that  no  influence  will  be  more  likely  to  produce  a  good  effect 
upon  those  who  witness  our  deliberations  so  much  as  yery  great  order  and  self- 
command  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  House  themselyes — (applause) — whateyer 
yiew  they  may  take  of  the  discussion ;  and  if  we  only  succeed  in  ayoiding  noisy 
demonstrations  of  whateyer  kind,  and  make  it  yery  manifest  to  the  public  that  we 
onrselyes  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  responsibility  of  our  position  and  the 
solemnity  of  our  proceedings  as  determining  in  the  presence  of  our  Great  Head,  that 
of  itself  will  be  one  of  the  likely  means  of  communicating  a  proper  impression  oa 
that  subject  to  those  who  are  onlookers.     (Applause.) 

THE  BIOHTS  OV  IHTERIM  KIBK  BESSlOira. 

Parties  were  heard  on  a  dissent  and  complaint  by  Mr.  Bannatyne,  against  a 
decision  of  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen,  sustaining  the  Commissions  of  the  ruling  elders 
from  the  kirk-sessions  of  Causewayend  and  Drumoak,  the  ground  of  appeal  being 
that  these  kirk-sessions  were  interim  kirk-sessions. 

Dr.  WILSON  said  that  this  was  the  first  time  which  the  question  had  been 
raised  in  the  Assembly  as  to  the  right  of  proyisional  kirk-sessions,  who  were  in 
existence  merely  until  the  congregations  had  an  opportunity  of  electing  elders  of 
their  own,  to  send  representatiyes  to  the  Presbytery  and  the  Synod.  Sir  Henry 
If  onereiff,  it  would  appear,  some  years  ago  expressed  the  opinion  thai  sneh  kirk- 
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Eiii  ExaminJitioiit  was  55.  Of  these,  27  passed  at  Edinbnrgb,  20  at  Glasgow,  and 
8  %i  Aberdeen.  Compared  with  the  prerious  year,  the  results  showed  an  increase  of 
11    The  report  was  approved. 

KMPLOTMENT  OF  PBOBATIONEBS. 

Mr.  ROBERT  QOBDON  read  the  Beport  on  Distribution  and  Employment  of 
Probationers.     (Appendix  XYI.) 

1b  sabniitting  the  report,  Mr.  Gordon  was  sorry  to  state  that  the  number  of 
probationers  on  the  roll  this  year,  small  as  it  was  last  year,  was  still  smaller  by  one. 
The  committee,  he  explained,  were  yery  desirous  to  press  upon  the  Assembly  that 
tke  miaiaters  of  the  Church  should  publicly  take  more  cognisance  of  the  probationers 
Ma  body  in  the  exercises  of  the  sanctuary  than  they  were  accustomed  to  do.  They 
alio  wiahed  to  state  distinctly  and  clearly  that  the  probationers  were  engaged  in 
intcfesting  and  important  lenrices  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH,  in  moTing  the  usual  deliverance,  suggested  the 
iaportance  of  a  question  which  would  soon  have  to  be  faced,  of  increasing  the 
umber  of  their  aspirants  to  the  ministry. 

Tbe  report  was  adopted. 

BABBATH  OBSERVAKCB. 

JCr.  ALEXANDER  MACKENZIE,  Edinburgh,  gave  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
aittee  on  this  tubject.    (Appendix  XXI.) 

He  said  that  in  presenting  this  report  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  consider  two 

reiy  important  matters.    First  of  all  there  was  the  question.  What  was  the  authority 

fortbe  Sabbath  1    It  was,  he  said,  connected  with  Divine  appointment.     It  was  not 

tt  ordinanee  of  the  Chnrch,  or  of  man ;  but  it  was  an  ordinance  appointed  by  God 

is  Paradise.     This  law  of  the  Sabbath  was  to  be  viewed^not  only  in  relation  to  God, 

kt  io  relation  to  man.     If  he  deprived  a  fellow-creature  of  his  means  of  subsistence, 

thai  was  a  breach  of  the  law  of  God ;  but  if  he  deprived  him  of  his  Sabbath,  he  was 

eqoally  gnilty  of  a  breach  of  the  law  of  God.     Then  there  was  a  second  point — What 

was  the  nature  of  the  Sabbath  1     They  spoke  of  it  as  a  day  of  rest,  and  so  it 

was ;  but  what  did  they  mean  by  the  word  *'  rest  1 "    Many  people,  in  giving  their 

aposition  of  the  word,  regard  it  merely  in  the  light  of  abstinence  from  the  work  in 

which  oae  might  be  engaged  during  other  days  of  the  week,  or  looked  upon  it  merely 

aa  confined  to  the  rest  of  their  bodies.    They  should  strive  in  the  present  day  to 

glide  their  people,  especially  as  to  the  nature  of  the  rest.     They  had  it  described  in 

one  of  the  answers  in  the  Shorter  Catechism  that  it  was  a  holy  rest,  not  such  as 

mere  animals  had,  but  something  of  a  higher  nature.     During  the  last  year  there 

waaone  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  had  been  specially  directed, 

▼ia.,  the  opening  of  national  museums  and  galleries  on  the  Lord's  day.    They  knew 

how  many  there  were  in  various  stations  of  society — peers,  nobles,  and  literary  and 

icicntifie  men — who  combined  with  the  view  of  having  that  object  accomplished. 

Wben  this  question  cam»  before  the  House  of  Lords,  although  the  majority  was 

small,  yet  it  was  in  favour  of  keeping  museums  closed.     The  Assembly,  he  consi 

dered,  should  also  remember  that  they  had  at  present  lying  on  the  table  of  the  House 

of  Commons  petitions  in  the  direction  of  opening  these  places.     One  in  particular 

vas  ikilfally  worded  to  the  effect ''  that  inasmuch  as  all  opposition  to  the  opening 

on  Saadajfs  of  museums,  &c.,'in  the  suburban  districts  of  London  had  entirely  ceased 

wing  to  the  good  results  which  had  followed  such  opening."    Well,  he  would  require 

to  bare  proof  of  this,  because  they  had  not  such  testimony  from  other  places  where 

tbeaeinatitotions  had  been  opened.     Supposing  the  motion  were  carried,  he  a^ked  if 

the  awTement  would  stop  there.     Why  should  they  confine  themselves  to  national 

Bmeuma?  why  not  also  open  those  which  were  local  1    Then  he  asked  the  Assembly 

sad  tbe  working  men  to  consider  what  a  large  number  of  men  all  over  the  country 

would  be  employed  in  looking  after  these  institu^ons.     He  wished  to  bring  before 

the  Assembly  some  of  the  reasons  adduced  by  the  advocates  for  opening  these  institu- 

tiona.    They  were  told  often  of  the  educating  power  and  the  great  elevating  influence 

^  lor  inatance,  maseuma  and  picture  galleries.     He  was  not  going  to  deny  that  they 

^  that^  bnt  atiil  th«r«  were  other  institutions  which,  they  were  told,  had  such  au 
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men  enteriDg  oar  halU  are  ^adnating.  Indeed,  if  the  increase  goes  on  u  at  present 
almost  all  our  stadenU  will  be  men  who  have  taken  the  M.A.  defirree.  The  nmnb«r 
of  Btadents  at  the  three  colleges  for  the  past  session  has  been  209,  besides  48  from 
other  Churches  and  from  foreign  lands.  It  is  rery  interesting  to  observe  from  the 
report  that  we  hare  had  students  at  onr  Colleges  last  winter  from  Ireland,  from 
Canada,  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  from  the  United  States,  from  Bohemia, 
Hungary,  Germany,  Italy,  and  Turkey.  Mr.  Laird  went  on  to  say  that  he  believed 
the  large  supply  of  students  last  session  was  partly  owing  to  the  revival  movements 
over  the  land  in  1874,  and  he  thought  it  veiy  encouraging  to  the  Chnrch  that  the 
young  men  have  been  led  to  study  for  the  ministry,  because  they  have  just  been 
brought  under  serious  impressions,  and  have  resolved  to  consecrate  their  lives  to  thd 
Lord's  service.  Altogether,  he  thought,  our  Colleges  were  in  a  very  satisfactory 
state.  He  had  been  at  the  visitation  of  all  the  three  Colleges,  and  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  much  life  and  earnestness  among  the  stadenta.  With  great 
pleasure  he  proposed  the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  to  the  committee,  espeeially  to 
the  convener.  He  was  sure  the  Church  had  not  a  more  efficient  convener  than  the 
convener  of  the  College  Committee — the  respected  Moderator  of  this  General 
Assembly. 

Colonel  TOUNG  seconded  the  adoption  of  the  report. 

Provost  CAMPBELL,  Greenock,  said  he  observed  it  was  proposed  that  the 
Presbyterian  Chnrch  in  Ireland  should  have  power  to  grant  honorary  degrees  and 
also  degrees  to  their  students.  If  that  were  the  case,  he  did  not  see  why  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland  should  not  have  the  same  power,  and  he  hoped  the  College 
Committee  would  take  care  that  if  Government  granted  such  a  privilege  to  the 
Irish  Chnrch  that  the  Free  Church  should  have  an  equal  right  conferred  on  her. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  MACAULAT,  Irvine — It  may  be  well  that  the  College  Committee  should 
be  assured  that  it  will  have  the  cordial  support  of  the  Assembly,  if  in  making  the 
pecuniary  arrangements  with  a  Professor  of  such  great  ability  and  learning,  aiid 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  his  brethren,  they  bear  in  mind  the  Scriptural 
statement  as  to  devising  liberal  things.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  WILSON  proposed  a  slight  addition  to  the  deliverance  accepting  the 
resignation  of  Professor  Macgregor,  namely,  "and  their  earnest  hope  that  the 
ehange  of  climate  he  contemplates  may  have  the  desired  effect,  and  that  a  way  may 
be  opened  up  for  his  rendering  great  and  important  seryices  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord." 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report  adopted. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  supported  an  overture  in  this  connection  from  the  Free 
Synod  of  Aberdeen,  anent  the  supervision  of  students  of  divinity.  Under  the  exist- 
ing law  a  student  who  failed  before  one  Presbytery  could  go  to  another,  which  knew 
nothing  about  his  particular  case,  and  in  this  way  the  Presbyterial  sopervision  of 
students  was  a  very  perfunctory  and  formal  sort  of  thing.  He,  therefore,  proposed 
that  by  whatever  Presbytery  a  student  may  be  examined  before  entering  the  Divinity 
Hall,  he  should  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  same  Presbytery  throoghont  his 
course,  or  should  be  regularly  transferred  by  that  Presbytery  to  another  Presbytery 
for  examination ;  and  that  no  Presbytery  should  examine  a  student  with  a  view  to 
enter  the  Divinity  Hall  for  any  session  unless  he  produced  a  regular  transference  from 
the  Presbytery  by  which  he  was  last  examined  ;  and  that  the  clerks  be  instructed  to 
draw  up  an  overture  to  be  sent  down  to  Presbyteries  with  this  view. 

Professor  BRUCE,  Glasgow,  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  it 
was  remitted  to  the  clerks  to  draw  up  an  overture  on  the  subject  to  be  transmitted 
to  Presbyteries  under  the  Barrier  Acu 

THE  XXAMIKATIOy  BOABD. 

Principal  BAINY,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Wbyte,  the  convener,  gave  in  the  report 
of  this  board.  The  report  stated  that  the  total  number  of  students  who  passed  the 
Entrance  Board  Examination  was  72,  that  of  these  30  passed  at  Edinburgh,  84  at 
Glasgow,  and  8  at  Aberdeen.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  an 
increase  of  26.  It  was  gratifying  to  find  that,  of  the  whole  number,  83,  or  nearly 
one-half,  were  graduates,  while  18  others  had  passed  one  or  two  of  the  University 
examinations  for  the  degree  in  Arts.    The  total  number  of  students  who  passed  the 
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Exit  ExuBinalloBS  was  55.  Of  these,  27  passed  at  Edinburgh,  20  at  Glasgow,  and 
8  St  Aberdeen.  Compared  with  the  preyious  year,  the  resalts  showed  an  increase  of 
11    The  report  was  approved. 

SMFLOTMENT  OF  PBOBATIONEBS. 

Mr.  ROBERT  €K)RDON  read  the  Report  on  Distribution  and  Employment  of 
Probsuoners.     (Appendix  XYI.) 

In  snbmitting  the  report,  Mr.  Gordon  was  sorry  to  state  that  the  number  of 
probationers  on  the  roll  this  year,  small  as  it  was  last  year,  was  still  smaller  by  one. 
Tke  committee,  he  explained,  were  Tcry  desirous  to  press  upon  the  Assembly  that 
tke  ministers  of  the  Church  should  publicly  take  more  cognisance  of  the  probationers 
MI  body  in  the  exercises  of  the  sanctuary  than  they  were  accustomed  to  do.  They 
abo  wished  to  state  distinctly  and  clearly  that  the  probationers  were  engaged  in 
iateresiing  and  important  senrices  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH,  in  moring  the  usual  deliverance,  suggested  the 
importanee  of  a  question  which  would  soon  have  to  be  faced,  of  increasing  tha 
asmber  of  their  aspirants  to  the  ministry. 

The  itport  was  adopted. 

BABBATH  OBSKBVAKOK. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  MACKENZIE,  Edinburgh,  gave  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
Bitteeon  thia  subject.    (Appendix  XXI.) 

He  laid  that  in  presenting  this  report  it  was  desirable  that  they  should  consider  two 

Tery  important  matters.    First  of  all  there  was  the  question.  What  was  the  authority 

for  tbe  Sabbath  1    It  was,  he  said,  connected  with  Divine  appointment.     It  was  not 

an  ordinanee  of  the  Church,  or  of  man ;  but  it  was  an  ordinance  appointed  by  God 

ia  Paradise.    Thia  law  of  the  Sabbath  was  to  be  viewed.'not  only  in  relation  to  God, 

but  is  relation  to  man.     If  he  deprived  a  fellow-creature  of  his  means  of  subsistence, 

tbat  was  a  breach  of  the  law  of  God ;  but  if  he  deprived  him  of  his  Sabbath,  he  was 

eqsslly  guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  law  of  God.    Then  there  was  a  second  point — What 

was  the  nature  of  the  Sabbath  1     They  spoke  of  it  as  a  day  of  rest,  and  so  it 

was ;  but  what  did  they  mean  by  the  word  "  rest )  "    Many  people,  in  giving  their 

expoaition  of  the  word,  regard  it  merely  in  the  light  of  abstinence  from  the  work  in 

which  one  might  be  engaged  during  other  days  of  tbe  week,  or  looked  upon  it  merely 

aa  confined  to  the  rest  of  their  bodies.    They  should  strive  in  the  present  day  to 

glide  their  people,  especially  as  to  the  nature  of  the  rest.    They  had  it  described  in 

one  of  the  answers  in  the  Shorter  Catechism  that  it  was  a  holy  rest,  not  such  as 

mere  aaimsls  had,  but  something  of  a  higher  nature.     During  the  last  year  there 

wuoae  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  had  been  specially  directed, 

Ti&,  Uie  opening  of  national  museums  and  galleries  on  the  Lord's  day.     They  knew 

bow  many  there  were  in  various  stations  of  society — peers,  nobles,  and  literary  and 

icieAtifie  men — who  combined  with  the  view  of  having  that  object  accomplished. 

Wbes  this  question  came  before  the  House  of  Lords,  although  the  majority  was 

amall,  yet  it  was  in  favour  of  keeping  museums  closed.     The  Assembly,  he  const 

dered,  ahould  also  remember  that  they  had  at  present  lying  on  the  table  of  the  House 

of  Commons  petitions  in  the  direction  of  opening  these  places.     One  in  particular 

vu  ikilfnlly  worded  to  the  effect  *'  that  inasmuch  as  all  opposition  to  the  opening 

oaSaadays  of  museums,  &c.,'in  the  suburban  districts  of  London  had  entirely  ceased 

Ming  to  the  good  results  which  had  followed  such  opening."    Well,  he  would  require 

te  hare  proof  of  this,  because  they  had  not  such  testimony  from  other  places  where 

to  institutions  had  been  opened.     Supposing  the  motion  were  carried,  he  a^ked  if 

^BOTement  would  stop  there.     Why  should  they  confine  themselves  to  national 

Bbicqius!  why  not  also  open  those  which  were  local  1    Then  he  asked  the  Assembly 

io4  tbe  working  men  to  consider  what  a  large  number  of  men  all  over  the  country 

voold  be  employed  in  looking  after  these  institu^ons.     He  wished  to  bring  before 

^  Aaaembly  some  of  the  reasons  adduced  by  the  advocates  for  opening  these  institu- 

titHU.    They  were  told  often  of  the  educating  power  and  the  great  elevating  influence 

^  for  instanee,  maseums  and  picture  galleries.     He  was  not  going  to  deny  that  they 

^  tha(»  but  atill  there  were  other  institutions  which,  they  were  told,  had  such  an 
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educating  and  elevating  inflaenee.  For  instance,  they  were  told  the  theati 
such,  and  if  this  was  addaeed  aa  a  reason  for  opening  up  the  national  museun 
picture  galleries,  why  not  open  the  theatre  I  Another  reason  adduced  was 
was  in  the  interests  of  working  men,  but  he  did  not  see  how  other  workinj 
should  be  employed  on  the  Lord's  day  for  educating  their  fellows  by  keepini 
museums  and  galleries.  There  were  proposals  made  and  attempted  to  be  < 
out  for  the  purpose  of  giving  lectures  on  the  Sabbath  on  other  subjects  than 
which  usually  occupied  the  attention  of  people  on  that  day.  There  was,  for  ini 
the  Sunday  League  Society,  but  they  were  not  going  to  allow  the  couFersion  o 
pulpits  into  professor's  chairs,  or  their  churches  into  halls,  where  they  wen 
and  listen  to  lectures  upon  science  and  literature,  or  even  historical  subject! 
was  afraid  that  sometimes  persons  had  been  making  use'of  the  pulpit  for  purp 
which  the  pulpit  should  never  on  the  Lord's  day  be  appropriated.  (Hear, 
There  were  lectures  of  this  specimen  given  even  in  Edinburgh,  and  which  he  i 
sure  were  always  for  edification.  There  were  lectures  on  the  history  of  the  C 
He  could  well  understand  lectures  given  on  the  history  of  the  Church  of  Ci 
they  confined  themselves  to  certain  aspects  of  that  Church,  but  when  it  was  ! 
the  political  aspect  of  the  Church,  and  the  Church  in  relation  to  other  bodi< 
especially  when  they  found  the  history  of  the  Church  so  misread  and  misrepre 
as  it  was  in  some  of  these  lectures,  bethought  it  was  not  for  edification  to  be  s 
the  pulpit  the  stage  from  which  these  lectures  should  be  delivered  on  the 
day.  (Applause.)  Mr.  M'Eenzie  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  desirability  ol 
interested  in  railways  putting  a  stop  to  the  Sabbath  desecration  on  the  lines 
time  had  come,  he  thought,  when  the  Assembly  should  issue  a  pastoral  letter  d 
the  attention  of  their  members  to  this  important  matter. 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  moved  "That  the  Assembly  approve  of  the 
record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  its  convener ;  and 
their  injunction  of  last  year  that  all  the  ministers  of  the  Church  shall  dir« 
special  attention  of  their  congregations  to  the  subject  of  the  scriptural  obse 
of  the  Lord's  day  at  one  of  the  diets  of  public  worship  on  the  second  S 
of  April;  and,  further,  the  Assembly  enjoin  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Chu 
hold  a  conference  on  the  subject  of  Sabbath  observance  within  their  bouni 
report  the  result  of  that  conference  to  the  convener  of  the  committee 
Assembly  further  resolve  to  petition  the  House  of  Commons  against  the  o 
of  national  museums  and  picture  galleries  on  the  Sabbath,  and  instruct 
committee  to  prepare  a  petition  to  that  efiect  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Mot 
in  name  of  the  Assembly,  and  transmitted  to  the  Lord  Advocate  for  presei 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Assembly  also  considering  the  laxity  of  vie 
of  practice  in  regard  to  the  sanctification  of  the  Lord's  day,  resolve  to  i 
pastoral  address  on  the  subject^  to  be  read  to  the  different  congregations 
Church." 

In  supporting  the  motion,  Dr.  Thomson  said — Having  respect  to  the  i 
of  business  before  the  Assembly,  I  am  glad  that  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to 
yon  at  any  length  in  moving  the  adoption  of  this  report,  as  I  have  been  rec 
to  do,  and  which  I  have  great  pleasure  in  doing.     We  are  all  agreed  th 
Sabbath  is  not  merely  one  of  the  oldest  institutions  in  the  world,  but  that 
divine  institution,  designed  for  man  universally,  and  fitted  to  promote  in 
degree  his  physical,  moral,  and  spiritual  welfare ;  and  we  all  plead  for  iti 
observance,  not  merely  on  the  ground  of  expediency,  but  also  on  the  far 
ground  of  divine  obligation.    It  is  very  sad,  therefore,  that  such  strenuoi 
persevering  efforts  have  been  made,  especially  during  last  year,  and  even 
desecrate  Ood's  holy  day  by  the  opening  of  museums  and  picture  galleric 
thus  opening  a  flood-gate  which,  if  not  checked,  will  sweep  away,  as  with  a  < 
this  venerable  and  beneficial  institution.    It  is  matter  of  thankfulness,  i 
that  this  proposal  was  'recently  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  House  of 
Still,  however,  it  has  yet  to  come  before  the  other  House  of  Parliament ;  ani 
very  obvious  that  great  pressure  will  need  to  be  brought  upon  them  by  i 
friends  of  the  Sabbath  in  order  to  secure  a  righteous  decision.    Two  motion 
been  intimated  by  two  of  the  members  on  opposite  sides  of  the  House ;  and 
the  people,  and  especially  the  various  Churches,  make  their  voices  heard,  th 
disastrous  results  may  be  anticipated*    We  all  know  how  active  the  Sunday 


XONDAY,  MAY  23,  1881. — DR.  TflOItfSON.  41 

if  to  •ceomplish  their  design.  They  know  well  that  if,  with  their  plaasible 
preteneea,  thej  can  get  the  maseums  opened  on  Sabbath,  thej  will  get  a  wedge 
interted  that  will  accomplish  a  great  deal  more  and  ultimately  overthrow  the  whole 
edifiee.  If  the  dirine  anthority  of  the  Sabbath  is  once  given  up  or  ignored,  the 
eril  will  not  stop  with  the  opening  of  museums,  but  theatres  will  be  opened,  as  in 
AflNriea  and  on  the  Continent,  and  public-houses  will  follow.  To  avert,  therefore, 
tlM  calamity  of  a  Continental  Sunday,  it  is  obviously  essential  that  we  should  act 
BOT  on  the  reaolution,  Obsta  principiis,     (Applause.) 

And  it  seema  to  me  that  we  have  no  small  encouragement  at  the  present  time 
to  let  unitedly  and  hopefully.  For  in  the  House  of  Commons  the  Sunday  Closing 
Bill  for  Wales  has  been  almost  unanimously  approved — the  majority  being  180  as 
ipiast  17 — because  the  people  of  Wales  have  almost  unanimously  declared  in  its 
frrwr,  and  have  thus  shown  that  they  are  ripe  for  a  good  legislative  enactment. 
And  we  cannot  bnt  be  thankful  for  the  noble  declaration  of  the  Prime  Minister 
when  he  said  on  that  occasion  that  "  where  there  is  a  distinctly  formed  Welsh 
opinion  upon  a  given  snbject  which  affects  Wales  alone,  and  the  acceptance  of  which 
does  not  inTolve  any  public  danger  or  public  prejudice  to  the  rest  of  the  country,  I 
know  no  reason  why  we  should  not  pay  regard  to  that  opinion."  (Applause.)  These 
ntn  his  words,  and  they  obviously  contain  an  invitation  or  challenge  to  the  people 
to  let  their  wishes  be  known  to  the  Legislature,  and  an  assurance  that  their 
demindt  will  receive  due  consideration  from  Her  Majesty's  Oovernment.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  Prime  Minister  has  shown  a  disposition  to  look  not  unfavourably 
OB  t^  iniquitous  proposal  to  g^nt  licences  for  the  sale  of  drink  in  our  railway 
tnini — a  proposal  which  appears  to  be  not  merely  quite  uncalled  for,  but  which 
voild  imply  a  serious  step  backward. 

But,  no  doubt,  if  the  people  remonstrate  against  it,  as  I  trust  they  will,  the 
Prime  Minister,  acting  on  his  own  declaration,  would  be  the  last  to  force  this 
Bessare  upon  them  against  their  declared  convictions.  And  now  that  public-houses 
are  happily  closed  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  on  the  Sabbath,  and  will  soon  be  in 
Wales,  let  ns  hope  that  the  public  sentiment  of  England  may  be  so  thoroughly 
avakened  and  so  earnestly  declared  as  to  secure  to  them  also  the  unspeakable  boon 
«rs  quiet  and  holy  Sabbath.  At  all  events,  let  us  hope  that  instead  of  giving  new 
bdlities  for  the  sale  of  drink  in  railway  trains,  those  already  given  will  be  greatly 
dinuaished,  and  in  due  time  entirely  suppressed  on  the  Lord's  day.  And,  in  order 
to  this,  let  ns  also  hope  that  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath  in  England  will  continue  to 
agitate  the  question,  and  to  rouse  the  public  feeling  and  conscience  so  as  to  realise 
is  all  their  borders  the  fulfilment  of  that  wish  which  not  Scotland  alone,  but  Ireland 
and  Wales,  are  declaring — "I  would  that  thou  wert  altogether  such  as  I  am,  except 
tbcss  bonds,"  with  our  peaceful  Sabbaths,  and  their  accompanying  blessings  and 
pririlegesb     (Applause.) 

Before  closing;  let  me  advert  in  a  few  words  to  one  practical  measure  which 
seems  to  be  of  great  importance.  Besides  petitioning  Parliament,  it  appears  to  me 
veiy  dedrable  that  this  Assembly  should  issue  a  pastoral  address,  on  the  obligation 
and  advantages  of  the  Sabbath  rest,  to  our  own  people,  and  again  instruct  all  our 
ministerB  to  preach  on  the  subject.  For  this  there  seems  to  me  at  present  a  great 
Beeessity  and  an  urgent  call,  especially  for  the  sake  of  our  rising  youth,  many  of 
vkoB,  I  fear,  are  gradually  lapsing  from  the  Sabbath-keeping  of  our  forefathers. 
Xaay  of  ns  can  recollect  a  time  when  Sabbath  profanation  in  Scotland  was  com- 
pVBtively  rare,  and  when  it  was  considered  to  be  discreditable.  But  I  fear  this 
OBBot  be  said  now.  Our  rising  youth,  and  especially  our  young  men,  are  becoming 
hapstieat  of  Sabbath  restraints,  and  are  manifesting  a  laxity  of  sentiment  and  con- 
dsei  in  this  respect  which  is  truly  lamentable.  Into  the  causes  of  this  I  do  not 
■top  to  inquire.  Whether  it  be  owing  to  the  laxity  of  parental  discipline,  or  to  the 
ftilsre  of  parents  to  make  Sabbath  privileges  interesting  and  attractive  to  their 
cUMreBf  I  need  not  say.  But  it  is  undoubtedly  a  great  and  growing  evil,  which,  if 
Aot  timeously  checked,  will  produce  a  sad  degeneracy  in  the  rising  generation, 
(Applaose.)  In  my  own  town,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  an  association  called  "  The 
Ubecsl  Club,**  resolved  to  open  their  club  room  on  Sabbath  from  four  to  nine  o'clock. 
TlUs  resolution  was  strenuously  opposed ;  but  it  was  stated  that  of  the  400  members 
sf  the  Clob,  the  m^ority,  or  250,  are  in  favour  of  it.  A  meeting  was  held  last  week 
to  xceonsider  the  matter,  and  while  some  spoke  strongly  against  this  opening,  others 
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were  in  faronr  of  it,  and  others  still  opposed  it;  not,  howerer,  becMue  It  woold  be  » 
TioUtion  of  God*s  law,  bat  simply  because,  in  deference  to  antiquated  prejudices, 
tbey  shoold  not  on  this  question  break  op  the  Liberal  Clab.  But  an  anticipaiioa 
was  expressed  to  the  effect  that,  in  twenty  years  hence,  those  who  stood  op  for  the 
Sabi>ath  would  be  uniTersally  *' laughed  at."  Well,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those 
youths  are  neither  prophets  nor  prophets'  sons.  Bat  it  becomes  us  to  mark  the 
current  of  opinion  in  our  young  men,  and  do  what  we  can  to  prevent  it  from  becom- 
ing a  desolating  tide,  and  endeavour  to  convince  them  of  the  divine  obligation  or 
the  Sabbath,  and  especially  to  convince  them  of  the  unspeakable  privilege  and  the 
signal  blessedness  of  remembering  the  Sabbath-dar  to  keep  it  holy.  It  would  be 
well  if  our  young  men  imbibed  the  sentiment  of  the  great  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  who 
said  he  had  found  by  experience  that  by  resting  on  God's  day,  according  to  the 
commandment,  he  had  always  a  blessing  on  all  the  labour  of  his  week;  or,  as  it  is 
expressed  in  his  well-known  biography,  that 

*'  A  Sabbath  well  spent  brings  a  week  of  content^ 
And  strength  for  the  toils  of  the  morrow ; 
But  a  Sabbath  profaned,  whate*er  may  be  gained. 
Is  the  certain  forerunner  of  sorrow." 

(Applause.) 

Mr.  STUART  GRAY,  Kinfauns  (elder),  seconded  the  moUon,  and  trusted  that 
at  a  lime  when  old  landmarks  were  being  removed  and  ties  loosened,  the  Assembly 
would  in  no  uncertain  manner  express  their  resolve  to  uphold  the  Sabbath,  and 
band  down  to  a  succeeding  generation  the  inheritance  we  had  received  from  our 
fathers. 

Any  one  who  had  passed  a  few  weeks  of  his  autumn  holidavs  on  the  continent, 
in  France  or  Germany,  could  not  but  contrast  the  mode  in  which  the  Sabbath  wjis 
ob'^erved,  as  a  day  of  fdies,  public  processions  and  rejoicings,  with  the  peacetul 
quiet  found  in  our  Scottish  villages  and  glens. 

We  regarded  the  Sabbath  as  a  day  of  divine  and  universal  obligation,  as  a  day 
made  for  man,  as  a  sign  between  God  and  His  people. 

We  could  not  but  notice  that  a  blessing  had  rested  on  those  nations  and  indivi- 
duals who  had  honoured  and  observed  the  Sabbath. 

Americans,  and  other  foreigners,  who  visited  this  country  might,  from  remark- 
ing how  the  Sabbath  was  kept  in  Scotland,  be  led  to  consider  the  purpose  of  the 
Sabbath.  He  hoped  that  all  the  members  of  the  Assembly  would  take  means  in 
their  power  to  petition  and  protest  against  the  opening  of  museums  and  publie 
institutions  on  the  Sabbath. 

Mr.  GAULT,  Glasgow,  supported  the  motion,  and  observed  that,  whilst  there 
was  a  large  amount  of  Sabbath  desecration  in  our  country,  at  the  same  time  there 
wms  much  ground  for  gratitude  to  God,  that  on  the  whole  the  Sabbath  was  still  so 
well  kept.  In  Glasgow,  any  one  crossing  on  the  Sabbath  morning  the  BroomieUw 
Bridge  would  witness  a  scene  not  to  be  paralleled  in  any  city  in  the  world  of  the 
same  size — the  cessation  of  traffic  among  the  ahips,  so  that  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  Sunday  steamers,  perfect  quietness  reigned.  It  was  to  be  regretted  that 
in  regard  to  the  running  of  tramway  cars  on  the  Lord's-day,  they  had  ausiained, 
what  he  hoped,  was  only  a  temporary  defeat,  and  that,  as  in  Edinburgh,  this  form  of 
Sabbath  profanation  would  be  checked.  There  were  some  who,  on  this  question, 
professed  to  be  advanced  intellectualists  and  friends  of  the  working  classes,  but  the 
advocates  of  Sabbath  sanctification  embraced  everything,  inasmuch  as  they  held  that 
the  Sabbath  provided  for  all  the  wants  of  man — for  bodily  rest,  for  intellectual  im- 
provement, for  moral  advancement,  and  above  all,  for  the  spiritual  and  eternal 
welfare  of  mankind.  In  conclusion,  he  directed  attention  to  the  custom  beginning 
to  prevail  of  having  the  windows  of  shops  exposed  to  view  on  the  Sabbath,  with  a 
display  of  goods  and  pictures,  and  protested  against  lectures  on  the  Sabbath 
evenings  on  topics  which  could  with  greater  propriety  be  treated  on  ordinary  days 
of  the  week.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  GORDON,  of  Parkhill  (elder),  referred  to  the  subject  of  railway  traffic  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  stated  that  on  one  occasion  he  had  spoken  to  Mr.  Ferguson  of 
Kinmnndy,  the  chairman  of  a  railway  in  his  district,  on  thia  subject^  and  he  nnde^ 
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(oton  to  say  that  the  direclors  bad  not  much  power  in  the  matter,  bat 
^Tj  much  with  the  manager.  A  new  manager  had  since  been  appointed, 
1  England,  and  he  was  afraid  that  things  had  not  been  better  last 
roQld  suggest  that,  since  the  committee  had  failed  in  making  any  im- 
t  directors  of  railway  companies,  they  should  now  approach  the  people 
la  on  the  railways,  and  show  them  their  duty  in  this  matter.  He  had 
one  valued  official  of  the  Highland  Railway  Company,  on  being  spoken 
loeing  railway  traffic  on  the  Sabbath,  said  if  that  were  done  it  would 
his  connection  with  the  company,  and  the  proposal  was  not  carried 
lae.)  He  only  knew  that  by  hearsay,  and  it  might  not  be  true ;  but 
at  if  they  approached  railway  official?,  and  entreated  them  to  be  true 
eir  consciences,  they  would  meet  with  greater  success  than  they  had 
There  was  a  great  connection  between  the  pulpit  and  Sabbath 
If  ministers  would  in  the  afternoons  do  away  with  the  readings  of 
I,  and  take  a  passage  of  Qod's  Word,  and  without  a  paper  at  all  just 
tarts  into  it,  asking  God's  blessing  upon  it,  much  more  good  would  be 
^eat  many  people  kept  away  from  grand  sermons.  Many  a  day  he 
hureh  Irom  nothing  else  than  sheer  sense  of  duty,  and  for  the  sake  of 
be  felt  that  he  would  have  had  more  profit  and  more  enjoyment  to  his 
)  had  read  his  Bible  at  home,  and  he  had  heard  others  bear  the  same 

iB,  Rothesay,  said  he  hoped  that  the  proposed  pastoral  address  would 
attention  to  the  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  mentioned  in  the  report, 
>  refer  to  the  growing  e?il  of  the  plying  of  steamboats  on  the  Lord's- 
erila  arising  from  that  practice.  The  Sabbath  rest  is  broken  at  our 
y  the  arrival  of  these  steamers,  and  some  of  our  church  members  and 
i  exposed  to  the  temptation  of  being  hindered  in  their  attendance  on 
p  by  the  visits  of  friends  who  arrive  by  these  boats. 
iRTSON,Pultneytown  (elder),  maintained  that  the  running  of  mail  trahis 
I  origin  of  the  evil  of  railway  traffic  on  the  Sabbath,  and  they  would 
heir  duty  unless  they  approached  the  Qovernment,  and  asked  them  to 
the  mail  trains  on  the  Lords-day.  We  could  not  make  men  religioua 
rliament,  but  Acts  of  Parliament  were  necessary  to  protect  working- 
Kercise  of  Sabbath  privileges.     When  they  thought  that  100,000  men 

iu  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  Lords-day  in  connection  with  railways, 
induce  them  to  endeavour  to  take  steps  for  their  protection.     He  was 

that  unless  a  stop  was  put  to  the  mail  trains,  excursions  and  goods 
go  on  increasing.  It  was  their  duty  to  discourage  in  every  possible 
matic  violation  of  the  Lord*s-day.  It  was  the  duty  of  Christian  men 
m  posting  letters  on  Saturday  night,  when  they  knew  that  they  must 
Sabbath  trains  to  their  destination  to  be  delivered  on  Monday  morning, 
e  painful  position  of  knowing  that  there  were  esteemed  men  in  the 
rere  in  the  habit  of  posting  their  letters  on  Saturday  night.  These 
beij  letters,  went  to  church,  and  observed  the  Sabbath  themselves ;  but 

result  of  the  work  they  had  done  on  the  Saturday]  Were  not  the 
railway  officials  actually  doing  their  work  on  the  Sabbath  ]  He  thought, 
»ly,  they  had  something  to  do  in  this  matter.     They  ought  to  give  to 

in  the  Free  Church  instructions  that  the  work  of  the  Church  should 
y  within  Scotland,  to  the  six  working  days  of  the  week,  in  order  that 
a  of  the  Sabbath  would  not  be  interfered  with.  lie  had  received,  three 
nmdle  of  papers  from  the  offices  of  the  Free  Church  on  the  Monday 

on  remonstrating  with  the  officials  on  the  subject,  he  was  told  that  it 
I  isnlt  of  the  publishers.  Six  months  ago,  however,  the  same  thing 
n,  and  he  immediately  wrote,  when  he  w&n  told  that  this  time  it  waa 
le  printers.     (A  laugh.)     But  surely  the  printers  were  the  servants  of 

And,  strange  to  tell,  he  received  a  receipt  from  the  Foreign  Mission 
ated  the  Friday,  which  bore  the  Edinburgh  postmark  of  Saturday  and 
tmark  of  Monday,  showing  that  it  must  have  travelled  on  the  Sabbath, 
hemselvea  go  with  cleaner  hands  to  the  Qovemment  if  they  kept  clear 
posting  letters  on  the  Saturday.  Mr.  Robertson  concluded  by  denounc- 
'  the  word  Sunday,  and  especially  expressed  disapproval  of  publicationa 


44  BISBUFnOfiT  BB0OBD& 

beiog  entitled  Sunday  magazines,  the  word  Sunday  carrying',  in  his  opinion,  an 
holy  ioflaence,  and  not  beiog  a  scriptaral  expression. 

The  word  Sunday  is  unknown  in  our  translation  of  the  Bible,  and  nerer  nsed 
by  the  Westminster  divines  in  our  subordinate  standards.  The  Sabbath  or  Lord's- 
day  is  a  divine  institution,  commemorative  of  the  great  work  of  creation  and  re- 
demption, and  we  have  no  right  to  trample  upon  the  institation,  or  to  ignore  iu 
name. 

Provost  CAMPBELL,  Qreenock,  pointed  out  that  in  Greenock  eertidn  parties 
had  presented  a  memorial  to  the  railways  in  favour  of  a  Sabbath  train  between 
Glasgow  and  Greenock,  but  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  the  railway  direetorm  to 
refuse  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  by  getting  up  a  counter-memorial  against  sach  a 
train.  In  Greenock  the  tramways  could  not  be  run  on  Sabbath  without  the  eonaent 
of  the  Corporation,  who  were  proprietors  of  the  rails.  He  did  not  see  why  Glaag^ow, 
if  they  had  the  rails,  should  not  make  it  a  condition  of  leasing  them  that  the  tram- 
way carriages  should  not  be  run  on  the  Sabbath.  It  was  of  the  utmost  Importance 
that  the  employing  of  persons  on  the  Sabbath  for  the  mere  pleasure  or  recreation  of 
others  should  be  prevented,  or  it  would  inevitably  lead  to  its  becoming  a  day  of 
work  instead  of  "holy  rest"  The  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  was  the  "shield  of  the 
labourer,"  and  he,  above  all  other  classes,  was  concerned  in  seeing  that  it  was  pro- 
perly kept.     (Applause.) 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

DISBUFTION  BSCOBDS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BROWN  gave  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Dismptlor 
Beoords.  (Appendix  No.  XXIY.)  In  speaking  to  the  report,  Mr.  Brown  mentioned 
that  out  of  the  840  clerical  members  in  the  house,  only  26  were  pre-Disruption  min- 
isters, though  there  were  a  larger  number  in  the  Church,  and  he  urged  those  who 
were  in  a  position  to  supply  reminiscences  of  the  Disruption  to  do  so  without 
delay. 

Dr.  WILSON  moved — "  That  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  record  their 
thanks  to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  the  convener;  and  record  their  high 
gratification  at  the  publication  of  part  third  of  the  '  Annals  of  the  Disruption,'  and 
hope  that  this,  as  well  as  the  other  parts,  will  find  their  way  into  all  the  families  of 
the  Free  Church."  He  was  not  sore  that  the  Free  Church  had  fully  realised  the 
enormous  amount  of  labour  which  had  devolved  upon  Mr.  Brown,  the  convener  of 
the  committee.  The  "  Annals  of  the  Church "  could  not  have  been  better  done. 
(Applause.)  The  third  part  of  the  "  Annals  of  the  Disruption  "  was  fully  as  inte- 
resting as  any  of  the  other  two,  and  he  cherished  a  profound  sense  of  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Brown,  not  only  for  doing  this  work,  but  for  doing  it  so  well  as  he  had  done. 
(Applause.) 

Mr  FRASEB,  Bosskeen,  in  seconding  the  motion,  referred  to  the  claim  of 
martyrdom,  put  forward  lately,  with  a  wonderful  amount  of  selfcomplusance, 
as  the  experienoe  of  those  who  adhered  to  the  Established  Church  in  1843. 
The  best  answer  to  that  is  the  contents  of  the  three  parta  of  the  "Disruption 
Annals."  Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  Brown  for  the  tact  and  literary  merit 
which  characterise  the  respective  volumes.  At  no  distant  day  these  volumes  will 
be  regarded  with  the  interest  with  which  the  religious  people  of  Scotland  perused 
Wodrow's  account  of  the  sofiTerings  of  our  forefathers.  Anxious  that  the  rising 
generation  should  be  acquainted  with  the  principles  and  sufferings  of  the  Disruption,  I 
took  the  following  method  to  have  the  "Annals  "  distributed  among  my  congregation. 
I  intimated  from  the  pulpit  that,  with  the  view  of  having  these  parts  circulated,  I 
intended  to  send  to  the  publisher  for  a  parcel  at  the  reduced  rate,  but  that  all  who 
wished  to  procure  copies  should  give  in  their  names  to  me  on  or  before  the  followiiig 
Friday.    The  result  was  that  about  100  gave  in  their  names. 

When  the  parcel  came  and  was  distributed,  the  cry  was  for  more, — at  lesst 
sixty  more  names  were  given  in.  Altogether,  not  less  than  200  copies  have  been 
circulated  in  the  congregation. 

Mr  JOHN  H.  THOMSON,  of  Hightae,  said— I  would  not  have  ventured  to  have 
addressed  you,  but  I  have  been  asked,  as  a  Beformed  Presbyterian,  now  happilj 
united  with  the  Fnt  Church,  to  support  Dr.  Wilson's  motion,  and  to  give  mj 
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ttttimoaj  to  the  great  service  llr.  Brown  has  done,  not  only  to  the  Free  Charch, 
bit  to  ill  the  Chnrehes,  by  his  "  Annals  "  of  the  Disruption,  especial  I  j  by  the  third 
put  jost  issued  from  the  press.     I  have  great  faith  in  the  power  of  narrative  in 
•ettisg  forth  the  troth.    There  are  many  minds  upon  whom  direct  precept  has  little 
ci«et,  bat  a  narrative  of  the  struggles  for  the  truth  touches  them  at  once.     It  is 
iImsI  impossible  to  read  Mr.  Brown's  narrative  of  the  rise  of  the  Free  Church,  of 
kv  proprietors  refused  sites,  and  of  whathardships  ministers  and  people  endured 
is  cooseqoenoe  of  these  refusals,  without  having  one's  sympathies  called  forth  in 
bekalf  of  the  prineiples  for  which  the  Free  Church  contended.    The  very  calmness 
•sd  eolonrlessness  with  which  Mr.  Brown  writes,  makes  his  narrative  all  the  more 
dietivein  lodging  itself  in  the  memory.    One  of  the  merits  of  the  "Annals  "  is  its 
pivMrvation  of  many  names  that  have  not  yet  received  their  doe  commendation.   Much 
ktibesA  well  done  by  Dr.  Hanna,  Mr.  Norman  Walker,  and  other  writers,  to  preserve 
tkc  memory  of  the  great  men  who,  under  God,  founded  the  Free  Church.     But  I  am 
sot  rare  that  fhll  justice  has  yet  been  done  to  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Free  Church 
my  at  the  Dismption.     In  my  student  days  I  remember  hearing  it  said  by  enemies 
of  the  Free  Church,  that  Dr.  Chalmers  and  Dr  Cunningham  and  Dr.  Candlish  had 
to  srge  on  their  followers  in  the  path  that  ended  in  the  Disruption, — in  other  words, 
Ukit  it  was  only  by  hard  driving  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Chalmers  and  his  coadjutors 
thst  the  Disruption  took  place.    But  the  allegation  is  without  foundation.    I  have 
the  Btmost  respect  for  the  illustrious  men  that  headed  the  Disruption,  but  all  that 
I  knov  of  the  Free  Charch  has  persuaded  me  that  their  difficulty  lay  not  in  efforts 
to  stir  op  their  followers  as  rather  in  seeking  to  restrain  their  enthusiasm,  and  to 
keep  vithin  dae  bounds  their  eager  desires  for  the  possession  of  the  freedom  where- 
witi  Christ  has  made  His  people  free.    The  truth  is,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  spiritual 
isdepeadenee  of  the  Church,  and  other  cognate  doctrines,  lie  deep  in  the  nature  of 
Seottish  Christians,  they  are  part  of  the  heritage  that  they  have  received  from  their 
kkers.    Mr.  Brown,  in  his  "  Annals,"  imconsciously  brings  out  this  feature  of  our 
SeoUish  Christianity,  and  strikingly  illustrates  that  the  Disruption  was  the  outcome 
of  wkat  was  deep  in  the  hearts  of  our  Christian  people.     It  is  very  desirable  that 
•0  part  of  the  story  of  the  Disruption  be  lost,  and  especially  that  the  humbler  names 
tkt  took  part  in  its  struggles  be  not  forgotten.    I  hope  that  Dr.  Wilson's  appeal  will 
be  lesponded  to,  and  that  those  fathers  still  spared  to  us,  who  have  something  to  tell, 
till  speedily  forward  their  recollections  to  Mr.  Brown.    I  often  look  with  admiration 
tsd  envy  at  the  magnificent  work,  **  La  France  Protestante,"  by  the  Brothers  Haag, 
lov  in  the  coarse  of  publication  in  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  by  M.  Bordiez,  in 
vUek  an  effort  is  made  to  perpetuate  the  names  of  every  one  connected  with  the 
hnA  Reformed  Church  during  the  centuries  of  her  eventful  history.    Mr.  Brown,  in 
bii "  Annals,"  is  really  gathering  np  materials  for  some  similar  work  that  will  yet  da 
jiittee  to  the  many  names  in  our  own  Church  history.    It  is  true  that  he  treats  of 
only  eoe  efampter  in  our  history,  but  it  is  a  most  important  one  that  has  been 
bsitfiil  in  blessed  consequences,  not  only  to  the  Free  Church,  but  to  all  the  branches 
•f  the  (%areh  of  Christ.    I  rejoice  that  Mr.  Brown,  in  his  next  part,  is  to  tell  of 
wfte  of  these  consequences.    I  know  something  of  the  happy  results  that  flowed 
fam  the  DisrapUon  to  our  small  Beformed  Presbyterian  Church.    It  stirred  us  up^ 
>&d  pot  new  life  and  energy  into  us,  and  gladdened  our  hearts  by  the  fresh  illustra- 
te it  gave  ns  of  the  power  of  the  truth  to  lead  men  to  sacrifice  everything  that 
«ii  dear  to  them  in  order  to  obey  its  requirements.    I  have  the  highest  admiration 
^the  elond  of  witnesses  in  the  seventh  century,  to  the  crown  rights  and  the  royal 
pnngsttres  of  Christ  Jesus  our  king ;  but  I  have  an  equal  admiration  for  the  cloud 
^viiaesaea  in  onr  own  century  for  the  same  rights  and  prerogatives,  and  I  trust 
^  Xr.  Brown  wiU  receive  every  encouragement  to  tell  the  Church  all  he  can 
iboitthem. 
The  motion  was  adopted. 

BEOOIO)  OOUNOIL  OW  THE  FBESBTTEBIAN  ALLIAKOB. 

Tlieie  was  laid  on  the  table  the  Beeord  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Second  Council 
<f  tke  Presbyterian  Alliance,  held  at  Allahabad  in  December  1880. 

SKOOBDS  or  OOUMITriEB. 

The  Reeorda  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions  and  of  the  Board  of  'Gzaminers 
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were  produced,  and  remitted  to  the  committee  already  appointed  for  examining  Becorda 
of  Committees. 

APPLICATION  FOR  INCREASED  ALLOW ANCB. 

A  memorial  was  presented  on  behalf  of  the  Rev.  Charles  F.  Corbet,  formerly 
minister  of  Hopeman,  for  the.  augmentation  of  the  means  of  his  support  to  a  sum 
between  £50  and  £60  at  the  least.  Since  the  period  of  his  retirement  till  the  jear 
1877  only  £33  had  been  received  annually  for  his  support,  and  in  1877  £35.  Owing 
to  the  collapse  of  the  City  of  Glasgow  Bank,  in  which  two  of  his  brothers  were 
involved,  his  friends  were  not  in  a  position  to  augment  his  funds  as  before  that 
event. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  WILSON,  the  memorial  was  remitted  to  the  SustentatioA 
Committee,  with  power  to  act  in  the  matter  as  they  might  think  proper. 

DB.  HUGH  MARTIN. 

A  memorial  from  Free  Greyfriars'  congregation  was  presented,  requesting  tbe 
Assembly  to  make  such  arrangements  as  would  relieve  them  of  the  maintenance  of 
Dr.  Hugh  Martin,  who  was  formerly  their  minister,  but  who,  within  two  years  after 
bis  induction  (1858),  became  mentally  incapacitated  for  the  duties  of  his  office. 
Tbe  memorial  set  forth  that  the  efforts  of  the  congregation  were  crippled  by  this 
subsidy  having  to  be  given,  and  that,  moreover,  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  congre- 
gation had  been  completely  changed  since  1858.  Further,  Dr.  Martin's  family  and 
friends  were  now  advanced  in  life  and  well  educated.  His  eldest  son  had  obtained 
the  Bruce  Scholarship  of  £100  per  annum,  tenable  for  three  years  from  1880.  He 
was  also  aesistant  to  the  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy,  for  which  he  receives  £40 
a  year  from  the  University,  considerably  augmented  by  the  professor.  The  other 
members  of  his  family  are  in  a  position  to  add  something  to  the  hoasehold 
income. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH,  it  was  agreed  to  remit  the  memorial 
to  the  Sustentation  Fund,  with  power  to  the  Commission  to  dispose  of  the  matter. 

PETITION  FROM  LASSODIX  KIRK  SESSION. 

The  Assembly  took  up  next  a  petition  from  the  kirksession  of  Lassodie,  pray- 
ing the  Assembly  to  dlRJoin  the  congregation  from  the  Presbytery  of  Kinross  and 
join  it  to  that  of  Dunfermline. 

Mr.  CLARK,  Lassodie,  appeared  in  support  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  GILLISON  and  Mr.  STEPHEN  appeared  for  the  Presbytery,  and  opposed 
the  petition. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  moved  that  the  Assembly  grant  the  praver  of  the  peti- 
tion,  and  join  the  congregation  of  Lassodie  to  the  Presbytery  of  Dunfermline,  oa 
the  ground  that  geographically  it  belonged  more  to  the  district  of  Dunfermline  than 
that  of  Kinross. 

Dr.  WILSON  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  about  a  quarter  to  five  o'clock. 
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£Y£NINa  SEDERUNT. 

The  Anemblj  resnined  at  seTcn  o'clock — Hot.  Dr.  Langhton,  Moderator. 

HoncE  or  Monoir. 

Dr.  WHTTB,  Edinbnrgli,  wbo  was  received  with  lend  applause,  proceeded  to 
the  table  and  said — I  wish  to  girt  notice  that  to-morrow  morning,  when  the  case  of 
Frofei^sor  Robertson  Smith  comes  up,  I  shall  move — 

''  The  General  Assembly,  having  regard  to  the  oTertnres  on  this  table  anent  the 
ease  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith,  and  the  volume  recently  published  by  him  in 
explsnation  of  his  opinions,  finds  that,  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  right  of  every  member 
aod  office-bearer  of  this  Choreh  against  whom  grave  charges  are  brought,  to  be 
dealt  with  constitutionally,  after  full  investigation — (hear,  hear) — it  Ciin  adopt  no 
caase  of  procedure  which  prejudices  that  right,  but,  in  view  of  the  acknowledged 
gravity  of  the  isaoes  involved,  and  the  importance  of  jealously  maintaining  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Church  as  to  the  authority  and  inspiration  of  the  Word  of  God,  resolves 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  maturely  the  writings  of  Professor  Robertson 
Smith  published  since  last  Assembly,  with  power,  if  they  see  cause,  to  prosecute 
him  by  libel  before  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  and  in  any  case  to  report  to  next 
General  Aasemblr."     (Loud  applause.) 

Sir  HEN  RY  MONOREIFF  said  the  Assembly  had  now  before  them  the  over- 
tares  which  related  to  the  action  of  the  Commission  and  the  memorials  on  the  aame 
subject  If  the  Assembly  chose  it  might,  ex  gratiaf  allow  any  one  who  supported 
the  overture  to  say  something  in  the  first  place,  and  then  the  question  arises  were 
they  to  bear  any  one  in  support  of  the  memorials  that  had  come  from  outside  parties. 
That  was  a  question  for  the  Assembly  to  judge  of,  and  it  was  quite  right  that  it 
ibould  be  decided  at  the  outset.  Ue  took  it  for  granted,  if  they  were  willing  to 
hear  any  memorialists,  they  would  hear  some  one  person  in  support  of  what  these 
Jnemoriaia  generally  pointed  to. 

GLASGOW  ITBMOBIALIBTS  ON  THB  CASE  OF  FBOFESSOB  ROBERTSON  BinTH. 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  BELL  stated  that  the  memorialists  from  Glasgow  and  the 
neighbourhood  were  desirous  that  one  of  their  number  should  address  a  few  words 
to  the  Assembly.  Mr.  Watt  was  fully  aware  of  the  value  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
and  would  occupy  no  more  time  than  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  KELMAN,  Leith,  moved  that  Mr.  Watt  be  heard. 

Str  HENRT  MOKCREIFF  seeonded  the  motion. 

Mr.  WATT  then  addressed  the  Assembly  from  the  bar.  The  memorial,  he 
said,  IS  signed  by  299  office-bearers  in  and  around  Glasgow,  loyal  Free  Churchmen, 
who  took  the  atep  we  thought  it  our  doty  to  take,  and  have  come  here  with  rather 
an  unnsoal  complaint.  For  I  cannot  conceal  from  myself  that  the  step  we  have 
taken,  and  the  allegations  we  have  deliberately  made,  are  matters  demanding  the 
grave  consideration  of  this  Assembly,  and  should  be  neither  lightly  adopted  nor 
h&Biily  set  aside.  And  at  the  outset  I  desire  to  say  that  while  we  are  here 
impDgning  the  action  of  the  Commission,  with  all  plainness  of  speech,  standing  up 
for  what  we  believe  to  be  the  liberties  of  the  Church,  we  fully  allow  the  good  faiih 
and  past  services  of  those  whom  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  oppose,  and  whose  actions 
we  deplore.  On  the  other  hand,  I  ask  the  venerable  Assembly,  and  particularly 
those  members  who  difiler  from  us,  to  believe  that  the  three  hundred  office-bearers  in 
Glatgow  wbo  have  come  here  have  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  do  so — not  merely 
their  dsij,  but  with  a  strong  conviction  that  what  has  transpired  has  been  a  direct 
violation  of  the  constitution  of  our  Church,  and  that  if  it  is  acquiesced  in,  or  allowed 
to  be  deliberately  adopted,  not  only  will  the  liberty  of  Professor  Smith  be  in  danger, 
but  al>H>  the  liberty  of  every  office- bearer  in  our  Church.     (Applause.) 

Hitherto  we  have  been  led  to  believe,  and  our  belief  was  justified  by  a  reference 
to  the  laws  and  precedents  of  our  Church,  that  no  process  against  any  minister  could 
be  originated  in  any  court  except  the  Presbytery  to  which  he  belonged,  and  that 
that  court  had  alone  primary  jurisdiction.  Further,  we  have  been  led  by  Sir  Henry 
Honcreiff  to  nndentand  that  any  action  against  a  minister,  or  an  office-bearer,  can 
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onl  J  proceed  by  libeL  And  thai  vhen  thai  libel  has  been  fair!  j  lodged  and  bronght 
forward,  there  ia  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Synod  and  Aaaembly,  a  right  aecorded  not 
merely  for  the  safety  and  aecority  of  the  accosed,  bnt  a  right  aa  raloable  for  the 
Church,  which  has  to  be  sure  that  in  times  of  diffiealty,  danger,  and  panie  she  ia 
not  led  into  any  ilLadTised  proceedings.  This  being,  as  I  have  no  donbt  Sir  Heniy 
Moncreiff  will  admit,  the  practice  and  existing  law  of  the  Chnreh,  we,  aa  office- 
bearers, are  here  to  pot  this  qnestion,  why,  when  the  law  and  the  ordinary  and 
regnl&r  procedare  are  so  plain,  have  the  Commisaion  in  the  particular  inatanee  before 
them  required  to  go  out  of  their  way  and  invent,  or  at  least  adopt,  another  eonrsey 
which,  in  oar  view,  has  led  to  a  man  without  a  trial  being  convicted  and  poniabed  f 
(Hear,  hear.)  Sir,  we  may  be  told  at  once  that  there  haa  been  no  trial,  no  new 
cause ;  and  it  has  not  been  left  to  this  Assembly  for  ns  to  be  told  thai  tJiere  has 
not  been  any  action  of  discipline  at  alL  But  being  laymen,  and  not  being  endowed 
with  the  subtlety  of  an  ecclesiastical  mind — (alaogh) — ^we  are  unable  to  diatingniah  be- 
tween the  results  that  have  been  arrived  at  in  this  case,  and  discipline  with  ecclesi- 
astical censure.  Suspension  from  an  office,  that  office  being  the  dearest  privilege  a  man 
may  enjoy,  involves  to  an  ordinary  mind  not  only  discipline,  but  censure.  No 
doubt,  it  is  possible  to  remove  a  man  from  an  office  without  such  censure,  but  if  you 
consider  the  circumstances  in  which  this  was  done,  and  the  ground  upon  which  it 
proceeded,  we  think  that  it  is  an  abuse  of  terms  to  say  thai  cenaure  and  punishment 
have  not  followed,  for  the  only  ground  that  has  been  brought  forward  here  ia  thai 
the  writings  and  views  which  are  supposed  to  haye  been  held  were  dangerous  to  the 
Church  and  not  consistent  with  Scripture.  It  wss  in  vain,  therefore,  to  say  that  in 
the  judgment  that  took  place  these  writings  were  not  by  inference  oondemned,  and 
the  party  punished  for  holding  them.  Then,  as  to  the  action  of  the  Commiaaion, 
and  there  being  no  process,  it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  the  partiea  really  mean. 
But,  if  we  are  to  advert  to  what  they  themselves  put  forward,  we  find  Dr.  Adam 
explaining  what  he  at  least  thought.  He,  rushing  Into  print,  told  the  Olaagow  lay- 
men that  they  were  perfectly  wrong  in  what  they  thought ;  and  he  eomplained  thai 
they  should  have  considered  that  there  was  anytldng  wrong,  or  thai  there  waa  cause 
for  looking  with  amazement  at  a  man  being  suspended  without  a  iriaL  He  aaid 
that  was  done  in  civil  courts  every  day  of  our  lives,  and  he  pointed  to  the  ease  of  an 
ordinary  criminal,  who,  although  he  may  be  afterwards  found  innocent^  is,  for  the 
purpose  of  waiting  hla  trial,  ordered  to  be  confined.  And  Dr.  Adams,  strange  to 
Bay,  considers  that  that  case  is  analogous  to  the  present  Why,  does  Dr.  Adam  not 
know — and  I  think  he  should  have  known,  or  he  must  hare  forgot — that  there  is  n» 
law  in  this  or  in  any  other  civilised  country  which  allows  any  person  to  be  confined 
to  await  his  trial  or  for  any  other  purpose  without  first  a  proper  charge  being  brought 
against  him  and  the  ordinary  criminal  process  having  been  taken.  Well,  it  is 
directly  in  the  teeth  of  these  facts  that  Dr.  Adam  haa  maintained  his  present 
position  by  reference  to  an  ordinaiy  court.  1  have  no  doubt  that  by  this  time  Dr. 
Adam  haa  repented  hia  mistake,  and  I  can  only  hope  I  can  truly  say  of  him,  as 
Shakespeare  aays  of  another — '*  Consideration,  like  an  angel,  came  and  whip'i  the 
ofiending  Adam  out  of  him.*'    (Loud  laughter.) 

But,  sir,  while  these  arguments  apply  even  to  the  power  of  the  Assembly,  in 
present  circumstances,  adopting  any  such  summary  oonrse,  they  apply  with  tenfold 
force  when  it  is  considered  by  whom  the  steps  were  taken.  For,  really,  what  was 
this  Commission !  It  was  not  in  any  real  sense  a  court  at  all ;  it  waa  simply  a 
committee  of  this  Assembly,  depending  for  its  power  and  authority  upon  the  express 
words  of  the  Commission,  and  having  no  power  in  any  case  excepting  those 
specially  remitted  to  it.  At  the  last  Assembly  many  thought  ihla  case  was  aaiis-' 
factorily  closed ;  and  it  appeared  to  many  of  ns  that  until  aomethlng  more  than 
cognate  views  had  been  discovered  it  should  never  hare  been  re-opened.  We  say 
then  there  was  no  direct  remit  to  the  committee  to  take  up  this  particular  case  at 
all,  and  we  ask  as  laymen  by  what  authority,  and  by  what  precedent,  they  justiff 
their  extraordinary  procedure  in  originating  a  new  case.  He  deliberately  challenged 
the  Commission  to  point  to  any  caae  where  the  Church  agreed  to  proceed  to  the 
length,  and  by  such  procedure  aa  they  now  proposed  to  do.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  answer  will  be  that  there  is  a  general  power  ''to  advert"  to  any  matter  of  publio 
or  Church  importance,  but  surely  the  words  "  advert  to  a  matter  "  cannot  posaibly 
be  held  to  cover  the  range  of  a  new  caae,  to  confer  a  new  juiadietioii— (hear,  heaz) 
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— ud  doing  what  has  been  done  here.  Does  it  not  mean,  on  the  other  hand, 
laplj  this,  that  their  daty,  if  they  thought  it  right  to  interfere,  was  to  advert 
to  the  matter  in  the  ordinary  cons ti tat ional  way  by  a  reference  to  the  College  Com- 
mitue,  or  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  to  see  tliat  the  accused  was  fairly  tried,  and 
\k  trath  really  ezpiscated  1 

I  hold,  therefore,  there  was  no  warrant  for  what  has  taken  place ;  and,  but 
fmly,  we  humbly  and  earnestly,  as  office-bearers  of  this  Church,  ask  this  Assembly 
(odiBspproTe  of  what  the  Commission  has  done— proceedings  which,  in  our  view, 
lie,  en  the  face  of  them,  incompetent  and  irregular,  and  also,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
Mjiag,  manifestly  unjust  (Applause.)  For  not  only  was  the  procedure  incompe- 
tat,  hot  cTen  what  they  did  was,  in  our  opinion,  against  fair  play  and  equity.  I 
im  Bot  hear  in  behalf  of  these  memorialists  to  say  whether,  and  to  what  extent, 
tbejsre  prepared  to  stand  by  the  views  and  writings  of  Professor  Smith.  That 
ii  Mi  the  point  in  hand  ;  neither  am  I  here  to  say  or  contend  that  it  was  not  within 
tbe  eompetencj  of  this  Commission,  if  they  chose — and,  indeed,  probably  it  was 
tkeir  doty,  if  the  majority  thought  there  was  ground  for  any  real  inquiry-  as  to  fama 
«f  nffieient  extent — to  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  the  writings,  with  the  view 
of  seeing  what  bearing  they  had  on  the  Standards  of  our  Church.  But  even  in  that 
view  I  voald  maintain  that  the  committee  should  have  been  fairly  represented — 
(beir,hear) — and  what  we  say  is,  that  it  was  not  so;  and,  more  than  that,  we 
DttiBtstB  that  what  followed  was  a  perfect  disgrace  to  our  Church.  (Applause  and 
ki«es.)  For,  sir,  not  only  did  that  committee  not  receive  but  they  prevented 
Profeaor  Smith  explaining — the  only  one  who  could  competently  explain — tho 
vridBgi  which  they  were  examining ;  and  they  referred  the  preparation  of  their 
lepoit  to  a  snb-eommittee  whose  members  were  virtually  hostile  to  the  writings  of 
Professor  Smith.  Further,  this  committee  did  nothing  for  two  months,  and  suddenly 
prepared  their  report ;  and  on  the  very  day  that  Professor  Smith  was  to  meet  his 
leesaen — the  very  day  that  he  was  cited  to  appear  before  this  extraordinary  and 
Mvel  tribanal — this  report  was  put  into  his  hand,  and  he  was  asked  what  he  had  to 
Mj  in  his  defence.  He  was  there  to  answer  for  his  professional  life.  We  know 
vkat  followed.  Almost  without  inquiry  and  almost  without  discussion,  certainly 
vitb  little  disenssion  after  a  hearing  given  as  a  favour — ungraciously  given — we  had 
tkie  writings  condemned. 

Setting  aside,  sir,  all  questions  of  law,  competence,  or  form,  we,  as  office-bearers 

of  this  Choreh  of  Christ — the  very  spirit  of  whose  teaching  is  to  do  justice  and  love 

■erey — feel  we  cannot  in  conscience  allow  such    proceedings  to  stand.     They 

tppear  to  as  a  violation  of  the  common  principles  of  equity.     We  challenge  them  as 

■oeh — we  do  not  say  that  our  brethren  deliberately  did  anything  unfair,  and  we 

ttake  no  charge  of  cowardice.     Outsiders,  however,  have  not  been  slow  to  apply  such 

opithels.    We  believe,  and  perfectly  sincerely  believe,  that  the  motives  which  actuated 

tiicoe  brethren  were  honest  and  straightforward.     We  can  conceive  and  can  make  all 

ollowiaees  for  it,  that  the  love  of  peace — peace  at  any  price — (hear,  hear) — the  fear 

of  distiiettng  controversy,  the  desire  to  get  rid  of  a  great  controversy  in  the  Church, 

ud  the  natural  antipathy  and  prejudice  which  rise  when  any  charge  of  heresy  is 

uuioaaeed,  may  have  led  them  past  the  plain  line  of  duty,  and  led  to  the  disaster 

*e  oow  deplore.     And  not  only  so ;  but  the  very  feeling  that  actuated  them,  may 

povibly  be  aetoating  some  now,  and  may  lead  to  the  same  summary  procedure, 

froA  these  very  motives.    And  hence  it  is,  sir,  that  we  feel  it  our  duty  just  now,  as 

^fiee-bearert,  to  see  to  it,  and  to  ask  this  venerably  Assembly  to  give  good  heed  that, 

tfter  illy  the  eanse  of  Christian  truth  is  not  being  sacrificed  to  increasing  clamour 

tt^piBie,  and  that  the  very  safeguards  which  our  Church  in  her  wisdom  and  in  her 

aim  Boments  have  erected  for  the  protection  of  our  Church's  privileges  are  not 

ntUcnly  throat  aside.     (Applause.) 

At  sny  rate,  sir,  we  are  here  to  ask  for  justice  and  a  fair  trial.  Justice,  no 
^Mbt»  for  one  who  at  this  present  moment  is  under  the  ban  of  disapproval  of  many 
^Usbrethren;  but  we  feel  sure  he  will  receive  it  none  the  less  but  all  the  more  on 
^  aeeoant.  We  are  here  also  to  ask  that  justice  for  him  to-day  that  we  may  be 
■It  of  it  oonelves  to-morrow.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  We  are  here  to  ask  an 
*^c<IBate  inqoiry  and  examination  into  the  writings  complained  of,  that  if  they  are 
viMg  th^  may  be  proved  to  be  so,  and  the  refutation  be  complete.  We  don't  ask 
^if  thtM  liewt  be  xeidly  unsound  and  against  oar  faith,  that  he  should  be  let 
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alone ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  here  to  demand  that  hU  orthodoxy  thoald  be 
challenged  and  tried  by  the  ordinary  courts  of  the  Church.  (Applause.)  At  the 
present  moment  we  feel,  and  we  say,  that  a  man  may  be  convicted  withoat  a  trial, 
— ^and  we  appeal  to  this  venerable  Assembly  to  redress  what  is  a  manifest  wrong* 
and  we  are  sure  this  appeal  will  not  be  in  vain ;  for  here  suriely,  if  anywhere,  msy 
we  expect  faith  in  oor  constitution,  and  the  conrage  to  abide  by  it — a  constitution 
which  in  our  view  is  quite  sufficient  to  carry  as  throagh  any  such  crisis  aa  the 
present,  if  only  we  will  faithfully  and  really  nse  it.  Show,  at  any  rate,  to  the  lay- 
men by  the  answer  this  Assembly  may  give  to  ns,  and  many  of  the  office-bearers 
probably,  that  the  troth  is  of  paramoant  importance.  Already,  with  all  the 
recognised  safeguards  of  the  constitution,  it  is  not  too  easy  to  get  the  ranks  of  the 
office-bearers  filled  up ;  and  let  it  once  be  authoritatively  understood  that  we  are  to 
hold  that  office,  and  to  regulate  oar  creed  not  according  to  the  Standards  of  onr 
Church,  but  according  to  the  will,  and  subject  to  the  mercy  of,  it  may  lie,  a  temporary 
m^'ority  in  a  fluctuating  Commission — (cheers)— and  yoo  may  make  that  bnrden  too 
much  for  ns  to  bear,  and  may  inaugurate  an  era  which,  sooner  or  later,  in  the 
opinion  of  many,  must  lead  to  disintegration  and  disaster.    (Loud  applause.) 

PBOVESSOB  BOBEBTBON  SMITH'S  CASB. 

Sir  HENRY  WELLAYOOD  MONCREIFF,  coming  to  the  front  of  the  platform, 
said  that  if  the  house  was  ready  to  proceed  to  the  motion  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  he  was  ready  also.  (Cries  of  '^  Oo  on.")  Sir  Henry  continuing — It  has  been 
said  truly  they  should  not  be  overborne  with  clamoor.  I  am  here  with  the  claim  of 
the  Commission  that  the  truth  be  not  overborne  with  clamoar,  while  I  claim  justice 
for  the  Commission  in  opposition  to  what  I  woald  call  the  most  outrageont  misap- 
prehension and  consequent  misrepresentation.  But,  Moderator,  I  am  not  going  to 
say  much  in  bringing  forward  the  motion — (hear,  hear) — I  have  laid  on  the  table. 
In  my  own  mind  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  any  reasonable  man, 
truly  acquainted  with  the  subject,  could  possibly  take  up  the  ground  that  has  been 
taken.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  appears  to  me  that  we  have  nothing  to  explain — no  apology 
to  make.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  appears  to  me  taking  a  step  forward,  it  may  be  by  the 
force  of  circumstances,  and,  when  the  matter  is  rightly  considered,  the  propriety  of  the 
coarse  can  hardly  be  questioned.  The  following  is  my  motion : — **  That  the  General 
Assembly,  having  considered  the  overtures  relative  to  the  case  of  Professor  Smith, 
in  so  far  aa  they  refer  to  the  action  of  the  Commission,  in  August  and  October,  and 
the  memorials  on  the  same  subject,  find  that  there  is  no  occasion  for  interfering 
with  the  action  of  the  Commission,  but  that  the  report  of  its  committee  famishes 
materials  which  call  for  earnest  attention.  Further,  the  Assembly  instract  the 
clerks,  in  preparing  the  Act  for  appointing  a  new  Commission,  to  ^me  it  in  the 
same  terms  in  which  a  similar  Act  has  been  framed  since  1844." 

That  is  the  substance  of  the  motion.  Now,  some  one  will  ask.  Why  not  say 
approve  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  1  I  will  tell  you  why.  Not  merely 
because,  as  you  may  suppose,  that  there  might  be  some  particulars  in  the  report 
that  some  persons  might  object  to,  and  nevertheless  approve  of  the  Commission's 
action  on  the  whole.  If  that  had  not  been  the  only  reason,  my  motion  would  not 
have  been  expressed  aa  it  now  is ;  but  those  who  have  studied  the  history  of  the  Commis- 
sion know  that  there  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  case  that  would  make  it  wrong  for  ns  to 
admit  that  the  Commission  and  its  action  can  properly  be  before  the  Assembly  for 
judgment  in  any  other  way  than  by  a  complaint,  on  the  one  hand,  being  made  good 
that  it  had  exceeded  its  powers,  or  by  the  revisal  of  its  record,  on  the  other,  leading 
to  a  report  by  the  revisers  that  there  were  things  that  appeared  to  be  erroneooaly 
done.  Therefore  I  hold  that  the  question  is.  Has  any  good  ground  been  shown  for 
interfering  with  the  action  of  the  Commission,  or  for  saying  anything  about  iti  And 
that  does  in  point  answer  the  overtures  that  are  against  the  Commission.  It  implies 
that  the  Assembly  does  not  recognise  these  overtures  as  having  solid  ground  to  rest 
upon  when  they  call  on  the  Assembly  to  disapprove  of  the  action  of  the  Commission. 
There  are  overtnres  in  favour  of  the  Commission  as  well  aa  against  it,  and  the 
number  in  favour  are  very  considerably  greater  than  those  against  it---(cries  of 
"  No,  no  ") — ^which  shows  that  we  have  a  good  case  on  the  face  of  it  with  which  to 
begin.    Bat  then  we  shall  be  told  that  the  memorials  are  against  the  Commission. 
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Wlijire  there  no  memorials  in  favour  of  the  Commission!  Just  because  it  was 
Dot  desirable  to  get  them  up.  They  coald  hare  been  got  up,  but  discouragement 
vugiren  to  the  idea  of  doing  so,  because  many  of  us  did  not  approve  of  having 
tlie  question  about  the  power  of  the  Commission  and  its  procedure  agitated  more 
tbDwe  could  help— (hear,  hear) — because  we  wished  attention  to  be  fixed  more  on 
the  ubstantial  merits  of  the  question  that  comes  before  you  to-morrow  than  on  the 
preliminary  question.  Well,  then,  the  gist  of  my  argument  will  be  found  in  the 
uiwers  to  the  reasons  of  dissent  printed  in  the  papers  at  page  181.  These  grounds 
of  dissent  were  given  in  after  the  August  Commission,  being  as  follow: — "1.  Be- 
(ute,  under  the  resolution,  the  Commission  assumes  functions  which  do  not  clearly 
bekMig  to  it,  in  the  absence  of  particular  reference  from  the  Assembly.  2.  Because, 
ia  ignoring  the  College  Committee,  and  the  Presbytery  of  which  Professor  Smith 
ill  member,  the  resolution  implies  the  adoption  of  a  course  irregular  in  itself,  and 
AOt  fitted  to  lead  to  a  satisfactory  determination  of  the  question  at  issue." 

Kow,  our  answer  to  these  reasons  is  contained  at  page  1 99,  being  to  the  first  as 

IoUowb: — "The  instruction  to  the  Commission  is  to  advert  to  the  interests  of  the 

Cbarch  on  every  occasion,  that  the  Church  do  not  suffer  or  sustain  any  prejudice 

vbkhthey  can  prevent,  as  they  will  be  answerable.     The  only  restriction  to  which 

thii  general  clause  is  subjected  lies  in  the  provision  that  it  be  not  extended  to  par- 

tienlir  iffairs  or  processes  before  Synods  or  Presbyteries  that  are  not  of  universal 

coDoento,  or  influence  upon,  the  whole  Church.    The  terms  of  this  restriction  prove 

tliat  cren  particular  aflfairs  or  processes  before  Synods  or  Presbyteries  that  are  of 

onireml  concern  to,  or  influence  upon,  the  whole  Church,  may  be  taken  up  by  the 

Commiision,  if  a  sufficient  emergency  arise.     It  is  clear,  then,  that  even  a  case 

iBTolTing  discipline  might,  with  a  sufficient  emergency,  be  taken  up  by  the  Com- 

Biiaioa,  though  the  question  as  to  the  manner  of  disposing  of  it  would  depend  upon 

tltt  eiuraeter  of  that  emergency."     I  think  it  is  perfectly  clear.     The  terms  of  the 

appointment  were  if  it  be  necessary;  if  the  emergency  be  sufficient.     It  all  hangs  on 

thit  I  know.    "  If  the  emergency  be  sufficient,  the  Commission  may  even  advert  to 

pneesies  of  discipline  before  the  inferior  courts,  if  it  deals  with  them  in  a  constitu- 

UoBtl  way.    Oor  answer  to  the  second  reason  is  this,  if  the  Commission  had  dealt 

with  the  case  before  it  as  a  matter  of  discipline,  there  might  have  been  occasion  for 

reaitling  it  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  or  the  College  Committee ;   but  the 

Ctmmission  did  not  do  so."  We  maintain  that  they  did  not  deal  with  it  as  a  matter 

•f  diseipline,  and  therefore  the  argument  about  remitting  it  to  the  Presbytery  of 

Aberdeen  or  the  College  Committee  does  not  apply. 

Then  as  to  the  proceedings  in  October.     The  reasons  of  dissent  are  these.     The 

fint  is,  Because  a  report  of  the  kind  adopted,  got  up  at  the  instance  cf  the  Commis- 

tisn  anent «  matter  not  remitted  to  it,  consisting  of  a  preamble,  which  is  virtually  a 

Bsjor  premise,  with  four  minors,  their  cited  proofs  and  a  conclusion,  applicable  to 

viitlBgs  as  distinct  from  the  author,  is  a  new  thing  in  our  Free  Church — a  new 

mode  ef  proeednre,  a  departure  fxgai  our  ancient  and  constitutional  practice ;  an 

inlet  to  other  and  more  serious  innovations ;  an  interference  with  our  Presbyterian 

Choreh  eoiirts ;  an  infringement  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  our  office-bearers, 

ud  prejodicial  to  the  interests  of  truth  and  righteousness.      That  sounds  very 

fonakiable.  Moderator,  but  we  did  not  like  to  treat  it  as  a  very  formidable  thing. 

So  car  answer  is,  "  It  is  a  right  inherent  in  the  courts  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  to 

dal  with  the  effect  of  published  writings,  where  they  see  cause,  apart  from  any 

<IiCitioa  of  discipline  as  to  their  authors."    Now,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  some 

«f ev  friends  have  come  to  feel  that  there  is  perhaps  some  truth  in  this,  because  in 

^  Botion  given  notice  of  in  opposition  to  mine  the  statement  occurs,  *'  The 

(^cseal  Ajsembly,  while  recognising  the  right  of  the  Commission  to  advert  to  the 

vritisgs  of  Professor  W.  Robertson  Smith,  issued  since  last  Assembly,"  they  recognise 

<1m  right  of  the  Commission  to  do  that     So  I  find  does  Dr.  Blackie  in  his  statement 

es  the  labject,  both  as  given  first  and  as  now  represented.     They  admit  the  right  to 

look  It  the  writings,  and  do  not  give  in  to  this  reason  of  dissent    They  found  alto- 

S^tiier  OQ  the  qnestion  of  how  we  dealt  with  Professor  Smith  when  we  had  the  case 

^tkftt  n.    Now,  in  regard  to  our  dealing  with  Professor  Smith,  or  in  regard  rather 

to  vhst  we  did  not  do  with  respect  to  ProfesEor  Smith,  I  find  what  seems  to  me  a 

Miage  ineonsisteney.     I  find  that  before  the  Commission  proceeded  to  consider  the 

>^ort  of  its  own  committee,  a  number  of  excellent  friends  signed  the  following  pro- 
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test :— "  In  entering  upon  the  discussiou  to-day,  and  especially  in  reference  to  any 
dealing  with  Profesaor  Smith,  we  shall  not  be  held  as  acknowledging  the  powers 
claimed  by  the  Augnst  Commission  in  this  case."  They  protested  that  they  were 
nob  to  be  misunderstood  as  if  they  wanted  to  hare  any  dealing  with  Professor  Smith, 
implying  the  Commission  had  no  right  to  deal  with  Professor  Smith,  and  yet  went 
on  their  strong  grounds  of  objection  to  the  procedure  of  the  Commission,  because 
the  committee  said,  "  No,  we  do  not  want  to  deal  with  Professor  Smith ;  we  want 
simply  to  look  at  what  we  think  is  the  apparent  effect  of  these  writings,  in  order  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  it.  We  did  not  wish  to  get  into  the  question 
of  their  essential  merits ;  therefore  we  did  not  want  him  to  explain  his  meaning-. 
We  merely  wished  to  point  out  what  seems  to  be,  on  the  outside  view  of  them,  the 
natural  effect  of  them ;  and  we  do  not  wish  to  deal  with  Professor  Smith,  because  in 
doing  that  we  should  admit  that  we  had  entered  on  a  case  of  discipline."  We  were 
not  prepared  to  make  any  such  admission,  however  much  it  was  pressed  upon  us ; 
and  here,  in  this  protest,  we  see  that  our  friends  themselves  knew  perfectly  well  that 
our  dealing  with  Professor  Smith  would  imply  our  taking  the  case  up  as  a  case  of 
discipline.  (Applause.)  But  then  we  did  not  doubt  that,  and  in  the  answers  to  the 
reasons  of  dissent  from  the  judgment  of  the  Commission  we  say,  "The  Commission 
did  not  reverse  the  sentence  of  last  Assembly.  They  pronounced  no  censure  npoa 
Professor  Smith,  but  they  took  a  precautionary  measure  for  the  sake  of  protecting 
the  character  of  the  Church  till  the  meeting  of  next  Assembly." 

Now,  I  have  to  ask  with  respect  to  this.  Was  that  a  new  thing  for  any  court  of 
this  Church  to  do  1  I  wish  again  to  call  attention  to  what  I  have  passed  away  from 
too  quickly — to  the  nature  and  position  of  the  Commissiun.  In  earlier  times  yon 
will  find  that  the  Commission  was  then  invested  with  great  powers;  but  you  will 
find  that  the  grand  object  of  having  the  Commission  appointed  with  any  powers  at 
all  was,  that  as  the  Assembly  only  met  once  a  year,  there  should  be  the  means  of 
preventing  people  from  taking  advantage  of  the  fact  of  their  meeting  only  once  a 
year  to  do  what  they  pleased  in  the  meantime.  The  Commission  was  appointed  in 
order  that  it  might  be  the  means  of  arresting  anything  of  that  kind,  and  of  keepins^ 
matters  open  for  the  Assembly.  The  Commission  used  to  consist  of  a  very  limited 
number  of  people,  and  at  that  time  it  was  usual  for  the  Commission  to  appear  as  a 
party  before  the  Assembly,  and  the  Moderator,  if  a  member  of  it,  had  to  leave  the 
chair.  The  Assembly  found  that  there  was  discontent  about  the  way  the  Commis* 
sion  was  appointed,  and  so  they  fixed  that  there  should  always  be  a  consultation  of 
particular  Synods  in  order  to  secure  that  there  should  be  a  due  proportion  of  mem* 
bers  from  the  different  parts  of  the  Church  in  the  Commission ;  and  so  it  went  on 
appointing  people  from  the  different  Synods  to  name  the  Commission  ;  but  gradu- 
ally these  persons  found  that  the  only  way  to  give  satisfaction  was  to  name  all  the 
members  of  the  Assembly  on  the  Commission,  and  accordingly  that  was  done  about 
1753  or  1754.  At  that  time  the  character  of  the  Commission  changed,  and  from 
that  time  onwards  the  Commission  consisted  of  all  th^  members  of  Assembly,  and 
was  not  treated  in  the  same  way  as  it  had  been  done  before  that  period.  These  are 
the  considerations  that  led  me  to  the  particular  form  of  motion  I  have  laid  before  the 
house.  But  I  see  perfectly  well,  what  Dr.  Blackie  has  stated,  that  the  question  of 
our  Interfering  at  all  with  the  writings  of  Professor  Smith  is  not  one  that  is  going  to 
divide  us.  I  say  on  the  other  side  it  is  admitted  that  we  could  get  to  the  writings, 
and  that  the  main  question  is.  On  what  ground  can  we  justify  our  instructing  Pro- 
fessor Smith  not  to  teach  his  class  last  session?  Now,  so  far  as  the  formal  ground 
is  concerned,  I  find  it  is  necessary  to  make  an  acknowledgment.  I  find  that  men 
run  away  with  the  idea  that  we  suspended  Professor  Smith — that  is,  that  we  pro- 
nounced a  Church  censure  upon  him — and  Dr.  Blackie  improves  it  by  saying  thai 
suspension,  both  in  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical  courts,  always  means  a  censure. 
Now,  I  see  I  have  partly  led  him  into  that  mistake  by  a  mistake  of  my  own,  which 
is  rather  an  amusing  one  to  myself.  I  had  taken  for  granted  that  the  Act  of 
Assembly,  which  decided  in  the  year  1852  that,  whenever  there  was  a  libel  served 
on  the  minister,  he  should  cease  from  exercising  all  functions  in  the  meantime ;  I 
have  been  taking  for  granted  that  the  word  "  suspension  "  occurred  in  the  Act  I 
thought  Principal  Candlish  prepared  the  Act,  but  I  find  to  my  astonishment  that 
the  Act  was  prepared  by  myself  in  a  committee  of  which  I  was  convener.  I  find 
that  the  actual  terms  of  the  Act,  so  far  from  having  the  word  "  Buspcnsion,"  care* 
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falk  SToid  that  word,  jast  as  much  aa  Dn  Wilson  did  in  1S77,  and  just  as  much  as 
-we  did  in  the  Commiasion.  The  words  are  these — "  In  every  case  in  which  a  Prea- 
brtery  has  resolved  to  order  a  libel  to  be  served  npon  a  minister  of  the  Church,  he 
ccisea,  ipio  facto,  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  oflicc,  both  ministerial  and  judicial, 
isntil  the  libel  baa  been  finaltj  disposed  of."  He  ceanes  ipso  facto.  These  words 
wore  purposely  used  to  avoid  the  idea  of  Church  censure,  to  show  that  it  was  not 
fcuspensioD. 

Now,  arc  we  to  be  told  that  was  a  mere  pretence,  a  mere  subterfuge,  and  that 

we  were  jreally  snapcnding  the  man?    The  question  was  put,  "  Will  that  affect  his 

pecuniary  poaition?"  and  the  answer  was,  it  would  not,  because  it  did  not  involve 

Choreh  censure.     It  waa  a  precautionary  measure,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  for 

edification  that  he  should  not  exercise  his  functions  in  the  meantime.     Ko  doubt  we 

are  told  that  it  waa  after  a  libel  has  been  served  upon  him.     Now,  in  some  points  of 

Tiew,  an  argument  might  have  been  founded  upon  that  in  relation  to  some  portions 

of  the  ease,  but  not  in  regard  to  this  matter  as  to  what  the  instruction  not  to  teach 

implies.    The  instruction  in  Dr.  Wilson's  motion  in  1877  waa  just  in  the  same  terms  of 

this  Act     It  waa  instructing  him  not  to  teach  in  his  class  in  the  meantime  as  a  pre* 

cautionary  measure.     No  doubt  it  was  one  thing  for  the  Act  to  require  that  to  be  done 

aft«r  a  Ubel  waa  served,  and  to  do  something  of  the  same  kind  before  the  libel  was 

served.    (Hear,   bear.)     I  admit  there  was  a  difference  there ;  but  there  is  one 

argument  there,  and  it  is  this,  that  the  Assembly  was  just  as  much  entitled  to  do 

that  in  the  particular  case  as  it  was  entitled,  even  with  consent  of  Presbjteries,  to 

rtqaire  Presbyteries  to  do  it  in  every  case  where  the  libel  has  been  served.     The 

tmtb  is,  that  Act  does  not  give  the  power  in  the  first  place  to  Presbyteries  to  do 

that    I  believe  any  Presbytery  may,  in  a  case  where  there  seems  to  be  reason,  in- 

stroet  a  miniater  to  cease  exercising  his  functions,  even  though  there  had  been  no 

BQch  Act.    That  Act  was  not  to  allow  the  Presbytery  to  do  that  in  any  particular 

case,  hot  to  require  them  to  do  it  in  every  case.     So  that  the  difference  ia  not 

founded,  and  it  cannot  be  founded,  on  as  implying  that  the  terms  used  by  Dr.  Wilson 

in  1S77  waa  a  mere  euphemism  to  disguise  what  was  done.    The  Commission  did 

exactly  the  same  thing,  and  the  only  question  is.  Is  there  any  ground  on  which  the 

Commission  could  do  this  without  a  libel  having  been  served  1    I  conclude  by  saying 

that  the  ground  of  its  action  is,  that  if  the  Commission  is  to  serve  any  purpose  at 

til  for  this  Chnreb.  it  is  to  keep  questions  open  for  this  Church  till  the  Assembly 

meets — (applause) — and  it  is  still  more  the  function  of  the  Commission  to  do  that 

when  there  is  reason  to  think  that  the  intention  of  the  Assembly  has  been  defeated. 

(Hear,  hear.)     I  do  not  mean  to  say  what  the  intentions  of  Professor  Smith  were. 

I  do  not  impute  to  him  anything  like  concealment  from  the  Assembly  of  what  was, 

in  his  point  of  view,  important ;  but  all  I  say  is,  that  in  point  of  fact  there  waa  a 

strong  persuasion  on  the  part  of  many  that  the  Assembly  would  not  have  arrived  at 

the  conclusion  to  which  they  did  arrive  last  year  if  they  had  known  of  what  they 

know  now.    (Hear,  hear.)    And  there  is  the  certain  fact  that  a  certain  number  of  per- 

tOQs  who  voted  for  that  motion  are  now  found  themselves  declaring  that  they  thought 

themselves  deceived,  and  that  they  would  not  have  voted  in  that  way  if  tliey  bad 

known  what  had  now  transpired.     Well,  the  ground  of  the  emergency  was  this — let 

the  Assembly  be  put  into  the  position  in  which  it  can  judge  rightly  of  this  matter, 

in  which  it  can  show  whether  ita  mind,  with  the  new  light  that  has  come,  is  really 

vhst  it  seemed  to  be  laat  year,  or  whether  it  is  not  rather  in  the  direction  of  those 

people  who  complain  that  they  were  deceived (Interruption.) 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH— I  rise  to  order.  As  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff— 
(cries  of  «  Order  ")— has  said— < interruption.) 

Shr  HENRT  MONCREIFF— Professor  Smith  Is  a  member  of  the  House ;  we 
nay  hear  what  he  says. 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH— As  Sir  Henry  Monereifif  has  said,  in  the 
SQott  eoorteons  manner,  that  he  desires  to  impute  nothing  of  the  nature  of  deceit, 
I  may  ask  whether  it  would  not  be  better,  and  more  in  accordance  with  the  forma 
of  the  house,  that  he  should  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  there  were  other  people  that 
bad  been  deeeired — whether  his  purpose  would  not  be  adequately  served  by  a  word 
vhieh  could  not  be  construed  into  deceit     (Applause.) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF— I  am  almost  tempted  to  say  what  I  do  not  mean 
^  say.    1  am  almost  tempted  to  speak  of  using  an  enphemistic  expression,  but  I 
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will  not  do  BO,  becanse  I  do  not  mean  that  those  parlies  were  deceived  by  Professor 
Smith  knowingly.  I  only  mean  to  say  that  they  foand  that  they  had  been  led 
into  a  mistake  by  ideas  that  were  not  well  founded.  They  found  that  they  had 
been  led  into  a  mistake  in  voting  by  a  conception  of  what  was  Intended  in  Professor 
Smith's  article.  That  they  found  was  an  erroneous  one,  and  I  say  that  was  a 
sufficient  emergency  to  justify  the  action  of  the  Commission.  It  was  a  precautionary 
measure,  just  as  in  the  other  instance  to  which  I  have  referred.  In  making  this 
motion  I  have  just  to  state  that  I  have  great  reluctance  in  making  it;  but  at  the 
same  time,  as  I  was  a  member  of  the  Commission,  and  so  far  took  a  pari  in  the 
Commiseion,  I  could  not  shrink  from  the  duty  of  showing  why  I  thought  thai  the 
course  taken  by  it  was  quite  right.  (Applause.)  Proceeding,  after  sitting  down. 
Sir  Henry  stated — I  am  asked  by  a  gentleman  to  make  some  reference  to  the  end 
of  my  motion.  I  mean  that  we  should  dispose  of  this  matter  about  the  motion  at 
once,  and  that  we  should  not  be  liable  afterwards  to  have  brought  in  upon  us  some 
proposal  about  changing  the  terms  of  the  instructions  to  the  Commission,  or  giving 
any  fresh  instructions.  I  therefore  propose  that  the  Assembly  instruct  the  clerks 
to  prepare  the  instructions  as  formerly. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH  said — In  rising  to  second  the  motion,  I  have  t» 
express  my  feeling  of  the  great  responsibility  a  member  of  the  house  takes  incoming 
to  a  decision  on  this  very  grave  question — one  of  almost  unparalleled  gravity 
and  importance  throughout  the  Church.  Allow  me  just  to  make  a  remark  as  to  a 
considerable  amount  of  statements  which  have  been  made  throughout  the  country 
in  regard  to  the  Commission.  In  the  motion  which  is  to  be  submitted  in  oppo- 
sition to  ours  it  is  not  brought  forward,  but  in  several  of  the  memorials  there  are 
references  to  what  the  Commission  was,  which,  I  think,  are  not  in  accordance 
with  what  is  right.  At  the  bar  a  little  while  ago,  in  the  eloquent  speech  we  heard 
from  Mr.  Watt,  he  represented  the  Commission  as  a  Committee  of  the  Qeneral 
Assembly.  Although  in  one  sense  it  is,  technically  it  is  not  so.  If  it  was  to  be 
analogous  at  all  it  is  as  a  committee  of  the  whole  house,  and  something  more. 
The  Commission  does  not  turn  just  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  courts  of 
the  Church,  but  it  contains  all  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  and  an  addition  of 
one,  a  gentleman  nominated  by  the  Moderator.  (Hear,  hear.)  Well,  it  has  been 
represented  in  many  places  that  the  meetings  of  the  Commission  are  held  in  a  hole- 
and-corner  fashion,  while  in  reality  it  is  as  public  a  court  as  any  of  the  courts  of 
the  Church,  and  its  proceedings  are  publicly  reported.  At  some  times,  it  may  be» 
when  no  important  business  is  coming  up,  the  attendance  is  not  large,  but  when  it 
is  known  that  there  is  important  business  to  be  transacted,  the  meeting  of  the 
Commission  is  simply  a  meeting  of  Assembly.     (Applause.) 

Well,  then,  I  have  to  consider  whether  it  would  be  safe  for  the.  Church  to  exist 
from  the  beginning  of  June  up  till  the  middle  of  May,  without  having  a  coort 
capable  of  originating  any  matter  or  taking  up  any  matter  requiring  the  oognisance 
of  any  superior  court.  I  eonsider  there  must  be  a  standing  superior  court  to  which 
the  inferior  courts  must  be  responsible.  I  cannot  conceive  how  the  Church  could  be 
conducted  from  the  rising  of  one  Assembly  to  the  sitting  of  the  other  if  the  supreme 
powers  were  in  abeyance  during  that  time.  Therefore  the  Church  has  found  it 
necessary  to  sanction  a  particular  Assembly  to  meet  at  a  particular  time,  or  when- 
ever,  in  its  view,  it  is  thought  necessary.  But  it  has  appointed  a  safeguard,  in  that 
it  should  not  be  allowed  to  meet  on  its  own  right.  This  was  done  at  the  time 
the  Assembly  appointed  the  Commission,  and  authorised  them  and  required  them 
to  do  everything  in  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  and  to  watch  that  the 
Church  should  not  sustain  or  suffer  any  prejudice  they  could  prevent  This  they 
were  not  only  permitted  but  bound  to  do.  There  are,  however,  restrictions  of  limits, 
or  what  I  may  call  rather  restrictive  limitations.  They  are  prevented  from  taking 
up  certain  cases  that  are  pending  before  the  inferior  courts.  It  would  not  be 
competent  for  the  Commission  and  the  General  Assembly  to  go  to  a  kirk-sessiou 
and  take  out  of  its  bauds  any  case  of  discipline  pending  there.  I  could  scarcely 
conceive  of  an  ordinary  case  of  discipline  pending  before  a  court  regarding  which 
the  Commission  would  be  authorised  in  stepping  in.  But  it  is  very  noticeable  thai 
the  restriction  is  so  limited  that  the  Commission  might  do  even  this,  provided  the 
case  was  one  of  great  importance  to  the  Church  generally,  and  if  there  be  any 
case  in  which  the  Commission  was  justified,  at  all  events  in  interfering  in  what 
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Digiit  become  a  cmae,  althoagh  it  is  not  so  yet,  then  I  hold  it  was  in  regard  to 
the  pablic  teaching  of  a  professor  of  the  Church.  (Applause.)  And  in  the  actual 
tat  it  should  be  obsenred  that  it  would  not  have  been  so  pateat  and  so  affecting  the 
loircrsal  Church  if  it  had  been  merely  teaching  in  the  Aberdeen  College,  but  in 
reaiitj  it  is  teaching  which  is  contained  in  one  of  the  most  widely  spread  and  most 
deserredly  popular  of  the  publications  of  the  day.  This  is  a  matter  which  affects 
the  vbole  Church,  not  dependent  on  the  lower  courts,  and  one  greater  than  which  in 
the  iateresta  of  the  Church  it  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive.  It  was  therefore 
e&Urelj  within  the  rights  of  the  Commission  to  advert  to  it. 

Nov,  Moderator,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Commission  did  not  act  propria  motu  in 

thii  matter.    They  did  not  act  themselves  in  this  matter  until  they  had  been  solicited 

hj  petitions  and  memorials  from  Presbyteries  from  all  parts  of  the  Church,  telling 

tbem  they  were  anxious  in  regard  to  the  detriment  of  the  Church  in  this  matter,  and 

tlte  Commissiou  felt  it  was  a  matter  incumbent  upon  them  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 

tiooi  the  Asaembly  had  given  them,  and  advert  to  this  matter.     There  was  an  end 

Bovof  any  fault-finding  of  the  procedure  of  the  Commission  in  the  case,  in  so  far  as 

reistet  to  the  right  and  the  duty  of  taking  some  action  in  the  matter.     There  is 

nobody  now  who  denies  the  Commission  did  right,  and  that  they  were  absolutely 

required  to  enter  into  the  case  in  the  month  of  August.     At  all  events,  there  is  no 

propoial  given  notice  of  to  this  house,  nor  any  motion  that  will  animadvert  upon  the 

Commiiaion*e  action  in  entering  upon  the  consideration  of  the  case  in  the  month  of 

iagofit.    Very  well,  then,  the  question  is.  What  the  Commission  did  in  the  month 

o/  lofBst )     In  the  first  instance,  it  did  what  I  think  was  the  only  thing  it  could  do. 

It  eosid  not  do  much ;  it  could  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  these  writings  at 

tbtUme.     It  could  only  take  b  prima  facie  view  of  them,  for  it  had  been  stated 

fbat  was  the  influence  they  bad  produced  in  all  quarters  of  the  Church.     The 

Commiision  could  not  pass  them  by,  neither  could  the  Commission  look  at  them  in 

1  liogle  day ;  but  it  said  we  will  consider  all  these,  and  we  will  do  what  is  perfectly 

eompetent  for  us,  we  will  resolve  to  meet  again — a  rather  unusual  course,  but  not 

BBexampled — we  will  agree  to  meet  again  in  the  month  of  October,  and  in  the 

Beutime  we  will  appoint  a  committee  to  look  at  these  writings,  who  will  tell  ns  in 

vbt  relation  they  stand  to  the  decision  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  and  in  what 

relstion  they  etand  towards  the  doctrines  of  the  Church — the  doctrines  which  the 

prolessorB  of  the  Church  are  commissioned  to  teach — and  at  that  Commission  in 

October  we  shall  then  be  prepared  to  say  what  will  be  the  position  we  are  prepared 

to  oompy  regarding  these  writings.     And  the  month  of  October  came.     Dr.  Adaa 

md  there  were  difficulties  to  be  surmounted  on  account  of  the  meeting  of  the  Pan* 

Presbyterian  Council,  and  that  accordingly  a  great  deal  of  delay  was  occasioned* 

I  tm  not  concerned  to  vindicate  every  particular  in  the  manner  of  acting  ;  for  that 

<ioea  not  come  before  us  in  the  papers  on  our  table,  and  I  was  not  a  member  of  the 

committee;  I  was  not  a  member  of  the  Assembly  or  Commissiou.     Sir  Henry  Mon- 

creiff  stated  as  a  ground  for  his  moving  the  resolution,  that  he  accepted  the  respon- 

libility  of  the  action  of  the  Commission  in  which  he  had  taken  part.     I  occupy,  in 

tome  respects,  a  higher  position — an  outside  position —  and  looking  at  it  from  that 

poiitioo,  I  feel  most  conscientiously  impelled  to  stand  forward  as  the  defender  of 

tUt  decision.     (Loud  applause.) 

The  real  point  of  difference  is  as  to  the  actual  finding  of  the  Commission  in  regard 
to  it.  They  were  entitled  by  their  instructions  from  the  Assembly  to  take  up  the 
cue,  and  it  was  competent  to  advert  to  the  case  according  to  the  terms  of  the  Com- 
■isaioa's  appointment.  I  may  say  there  were  precedents  of  their  taking  up  cases  of 
i&ffless  important  kind  than  this.  I  remember,  for  example,  when  I  was  not  a 
Beaiber  of  the  Assembly,  a  case  was  brought  forward  by  the  lamented  Dr.  Candlish, 
•sd  kc  was  supported  in  it  by  Dr.  Buchanan  and  Dr.  Gibson.  It  was  a  case  that 
eotatnlj  did  not,  to  any  extent,  involve  the  general  interests  of  the  Church,  and 
tbete  these  brethren  unanimously  declared  that  the  Commission  must  take  up  this 
case,  beeauae  it  might  bring,  and  to  a  limited  extent  it  brought,  a  certain  amount  of 
lessidal  on  the  character  of  the  ministry  of  the  Church.  Then,  regarding  the  meet- 
iig  of  the  Commission  in  October,  I  have  admired,  I  confess,  the  way  in  which  they 
•edolooaly  and  scrupulously  refrained  from  bringing  any  charge  against  Professor 
Smith.  He  left  the  court  just  with  as  little  accusation  against  him  as  he  entered. 
Bat  the  Commission  did  find  this,  that  there  were  certain  features  of  these  writings 
ivbidi  secmad  to  them  to  require  Church  action.     In  other  words,  it  aeemed  to  biui 


56  CASE  OP  PROFESSOR  ROBERTSON  SMITH. — PROFESSOR  T.  BMITB. 

that  there  must  have  been  some  misunderstanding  between  Professor  Smith  and  the 
last  General  Assembly  in  regard  to  what  was  the  meaning  aud  effect  of  the  resolatioB 
of  that  Assembly. 

Moderator,  as  I  have  said,  I  was  not  a  member  of  that  Assembly.    If  I  had  been 
a  member  of  it  I  would  not  have  voted  for  the  motion  that  was  carried.     I  would 
have  voted  against  that  motion,  bat  most  loyally  did  I  for  one,  and  most  loyally,  I 
believe,  did  those  who  were  in  the  minority  in  that  Assembly,  acquiesce  in  the  ded- 
filon  of  the  Assembly,  although  they  did  all  that  they  could  to  prevent  its  being 
passed.     (Applause.)     They  understood  by  that  resolution  of  the  Assembly — I  think 
certainly  those  who  opposed  it,  and  I  believe  all  those  who  supported  it — understood 
this  was  to  be  the  end  of  the  vexed  matter  in  regard  to  Professor  Smith  and  his 
writings     (Loud  applause.)     It  was  stated  by  the  supporters  of  it  that  it  waa  moafc 
desirable  that  this  mutter,  which  had  been  a  matter  of  grief  to  us  all,  should  come  to 
an  end,  and  we  had  their  virtual  promise — and  I  know  they  made  that  promise  in 
perfect  good  faith — that  in  their  belief  this  would  bring  an  unhappy  matter  to 
a  final  end.    (Applause.)    The  week  of  the  Assembly  had  scarcely  closed  when 
there  appeared  writings  from  the  same  pen,  the  contents  of  which  were  known  per- 
fectly to  Professor  Smith  when  he  received  the  admonition  of  the  General  Assembly. 
He  did  not  see  it  his  duty — I  am  not  his  judge — he  did  not  see  it  his  duty  to  intimate 
to  the  Assembly  that  the  admonition  of  the  Assembly  must  be  understood  as  re- 
ferring to  the  future.     If  that  had  been  done  it  would  have  placed  the  Commission 
and  all  of  us  in  a  very  different  position.     But  we  had  the  assurance  from  Professor 
Smith  that  in  the  future — the  future  according  to  all  that  he  gave  us  to  understand 
dating  from  that  moment  of  his  utterance — that  in  the  future  he  would  obtemper 
the  admonition  of  the  Assembly;  and  we  had  a  right  to  expect — and  I  believe 
he  thought  all  the  time  that  he  was  acting  in  accordance  with  that  which  he  had 
promised — we  had  a  right  to  expect  that  we  should  not  hear  any  more  about  these 
matters  at  all.      Whereas  these  writings  came   before  the  Commission  certainly 
very  much  in  the  same  line  as  these  writings  which  had  been  the  subject  of  eon- 
sideration  before,  and,  in  the  admission  of  most  persons,  going  somewhat  farther 
in  that  line,  although  many  people  had  said  that  it  was  the  necessary  terminus 
to  which  these  former  writings  must  reach.     The  Report  of  the  Commission  does 
not   say   one   word   in    condemnation  of  the  new  writings.     Prima  facie,  there 
appears  to  be  something  in  these  writings  inconsistent  with  what  we  have  the  right 
and  reason  to  expect  to  come  from  a  professor  of  the  Free  Church.     That  is  all 
that  the  report  says.     I  am  quite   willing  to  admit  that   I  do   not  think  that 
all  the  foundations  that  they  rest  upon  are  equally  strong.     I  am  willing  to  admit 
that  Professor  Smith  and  his  friends  might  make  out  a  good  case  against  one  of  the 
heads  as  to  the  criticism  upon  various  literary  styles  of  various  portions  of  Scrip- 
ture.    (Hear,  hear.)    I  think  a  very  good  defence  might  be  made  upon  that;  bat 
when  we  come  to  enter  ground — when  we  find  him,  for  example,  charging  the  writer 
of  what  we  have  all  held  to  be  an  inspired  book — when  we  find  him  saying  that ''  It 
appears  probable,  however,  that  the  chronicler  has  somewhat  dislocated  the  order  of 
events,  especially  by  taking  the  ofiicial  correspondence  in  chap.  iv.  to  refer  to  the 
temple,  whereas  it  really  refers  to  the  building  of  the  city  walls :  this  oversight 
might  readily  involve  the  ante-dating  of  the  foundation  ceremony  described  in  iiu 
8-13,  which  seems  to  be  identical  with  that  which  Haggai  speaks  of,  since  the  actors 
are  the  same,  and  the  chief  feature  in  the  description  which  does  not  belong  to  the 
usual  liturgical  scenery  of  the  chronicler,  recalls  Hag.  ii.  3,  Zech.  iv.  7-10;"  what 
does  this  mean  but  simply  that  the  writer  of  that  book  did  make  a  mistake  alto- 
gether in  regard  to  matter  that  only  Professor  Smith  could  put  him  right  ?  Statements 
in  that  book  are  declared  by  him  to  be  an  utter  mistake — mistake  committed  by  an 
oversight — ^yet  in  the  book  which  is  professedly  inspired,  and  which  we  have  held 
all  along  is  a  Iportion  of  the  inspired  and  infallible  Word  of  God.     The  Commission 
does  not  say,  this  is  wrong ;  it  simply  says  that  it  seems  that  it  is  not  in  aoeoid- 
ance  with  that  which  is  most  faithfully  aud  most  constantly  believed  amongst  as. 
What  does  the  Commission  do  ?    Sir  Henry  Moucreiff  is  much  better  able  than  I 
am  to  state  the  matter  about  the  distinction  between  suspending  and  setting  aside 
and  so  on,  and  1  know  quite  well  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  is  perfectly  able  to  bear  the 
sneers  that  may  come  from  the  bar  as  to  the  ecclesiastical  distinctions.     (Applause.) 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  has  a  legal  enough  mind,  as  well,  we  are  happy  to  say,  as  an  eoclo* 
tiastical  and  theological  mind.     I  have  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  military  mattAra 
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I  imilituy  chaplain.  The  process  that  the  Commissioo  followed  is  most  analogous, 
0  mj  mind,  to  that  of  ordering  an  officer  under  arrest  till  he  be  tried.  If  that  be  so, 
leisnot  allowed  to  exercise  any  function  of  his  office.  But  no  charg-e  is  brought 
igsiast  hlncu  He  is  as  innocent  a  man  as  is  in  the  army,  for  erery  man  is  innocent 
utU  tlie  charge  is  prored.  So  is  it  now.  Professor  Smith  is  an  innocent  man  for  any- 
ikiog  the  Church  has  brought  against  him.  The  Commission  said  virtually,  "  You 
isd  the  (General  Assembly  have  probably  misunderstood  one  another  in  regard  to  the 
utore  of  their  finding.  It  is  necessary  that  there  should  be  an  understanding  come 
ta  We  do  not  think  that  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  in  the  meantime,  has  to  do 
litk  this  matter;  we  do  not  think  that  we,  the  Commission,  could  take  up  this 
Bitter,  but  we  think  we  have  a  right  to  bring  the  matters  into  status  quo.  We 
therefore  ask  of  you  to  let  things  remain  as  they  are,  to  put  yourself  into  the  posi- 
lifli  in  which  yon  were  before  the  deliverance  of  the  Assembly  was  come  to,  and  until 
tkissembly  shall  give  a  fresh  deliverance  on  the  subject — that  Assembly  which 
ros  ire  indeed  subject  to,  and  from  which  you  may  expect  confidently  most  absolute 
iiiitioe,uid  not  justice  only,  but  justice  tempered  with  mercy.  You  are  to  put  yourself 
Ato  the  position  of  not  increasing  the  mischief  in  doing  any  more,  as  that  would 
wing  diaeredit  on  the  Church,  as  it  seems  these  writings  of  yours  have  done — 
ibeogh  we  do  not  say  they  have  done  so— we  put  you  in  this  position  until  it  is 
}oettblethe  General  Assembly  may  take  up  your  case."  Again  and  again  it  has  been 
(omewhat  offensively  said  that  members  and  office-bearers  of  the  Church  are  in 
linger.  It  ia  very  difficult  to  persuade  me  that  men  have  been  brought  to  believe 
liie  otherwiae  than  by  means  which,  in  other  circumstances,  would  seem  to  be  trans- 
itrentJy  nnaound.  I  cannot  believe  that  there  is  any  man  who  considers  that  he 
tffeita  any  advantage,  or  that  any  right  is  taken  away  from  him.  If  there  is  any 
Bia  who  considers  his  rights  and  liberties,  as  a  member  and  office-bearer  of  the 
'ree  Chorch,  were  in  danger,  because  the  highest  court,  in  one  sense,  of  the  Cimrch, 
•ectase  moat  numerous — ^that  court  has  said  this  case  requires  full  consideration, 
ad  we  require  you  to  stand  aside,  in  order  that  it  may  be  considered  without  pre- 
ediee — that  man  most  have  a  most  curiously  sensitive  mind.  If  you  are  to  condemn 
be  action  of  this  Commission,  I  am  sure  there  never  was  more  harmless  action 
wfpetrated  by  any  court  You  say  it  would  be  difficult  to  recruit  the  eldership, 
xnfided  we  need  such  a  law  in  regard  to  them.  If  that  was  a  threat,  then  I  scorn 
u  COh,  oh,"  and  applause.)  If  it  were  a  statement  in  regard  to  the  character 
>f  the  men  who  are  likely  to  be  elected  to  our  elder:<hip,  then  in  their  vindication — 
beer,  hear) — I  say  that  no  man  has  a  right  to  bring  such  a  charge  against  those 
ibe  are  office-bearers  of  oar  churches,  and  against  the  men  who  are  capable  of 
Mien  to  it.  Our  elders,  God  be  thanked  for  them,  they  are  a  noble  set  of  men. 
fbcy  do  noble  service ;  we  are  perhaps  not  sufficiently  thankful  for  it,  and  they  know 
ibsftthey  are  all  friends — ^yea,  we  are  all  one.  They  know  that  justice  will  be  done 
«tbeBi,as  we  know  that  justice  will  be  done  us  in  any  case  that  rises  against  us. 
iad  to  tell  us  that  we  are  in  any  danger  from  the  solemn  deliberate  proceedings  of 
i  cent  which  holds  its  sittings  in  public — a  court  composed  of  men  chosen  from  the 
reiy  miaiatiy  and  eldership  who  are  said  to  be  in  danger — is  to  tell  us  that  we  are 
gaonnt  children ;  or  is  it  to  tell  us  that  we  are  to  be  frightened  by  mere  hobgoblins  % 
Applanae.)  I  do  not  deaire  to  say  one  word  which  would  interfere  with  any  cordial 
•iitlooa  that  may  exist  between  myself  and  Professor  Smith.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  O.  W.  THOMSON,  Glasgow,  who  was  received  with  cheers,  said — I  am 
BR  ereiy  one  present  feels  as  I  feel  myself,  that  I  rise  to  make  the  motion 
tiaiing  in  my  name  nnder  very  considerable  disadvantages.  The  point  which 
•  bilsrtt  the  Honae  this  evening  is,  in  one  at  least  of  its  aspects,  a  constitutional 
as;  and  it  ia  not  eaay  for  me,  who  speak  under  all  the  disadvantages  of  inex- 
frisace,  and  whoie  words  can  have  no  more  weight  than  they  seem  to  deserve 
beoBMlvea,  to  follow  on  a  question  of  this  kind,  one  like  Sir  Henry  Moncreifi^, 
hoM  vorda  come  weighted  with  all  the  influence  deservedly  attaching  to  his  long 
ipedenee^  hia  great  services,  and  his  high  character.  But,  sir,  1  am  in  this 
witioii,  thai  I  cannot  possibly  agree  with  the  view  he  has  presented  to  you ;  and 
iai  being  wo,  there  ia  nothing  left  for  a  man  in  my  position,  who  believes  that  a 
fiaaa  iojaiy  haa  been  done  to  the  Church,  and  that  that  injury  is  proposed  to  be 
aia  pemuuient,  than  to  overcome  his  reluctance  and  to  let  his  views  be  beard, 
wmya»  of  eonrae,  with  all  possible  respect.    (Applause.) 

I  ahoald  like,  before  proceeding  to  speak  of  the  terms  of  my  motion,  io  caW 
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attention  to  another  considerable  disadvantage  we  on  this  side  laboar  nnder.  Thi 
hoase  is  engaged  at  present  in  sitting  in  judgment  on  the  action  of  an  inferior  cooi^ 
and  we  have  liere  among  os,  as  members  of  this  tribunal,  a  very  considerable  number 
of  those  who  were  members  of  the  court  whose  action  is  now  nnder  reriew.  Hen 
we  have  Sir  II.  Moncreifi*  and  Dr.  Wilson,  with  their  deservedly  great  weight  with 
every  one  of  us;  and  here  are  Dr.  Begg  and  Dr.  Kennedy,  who  have  very  great  weight 
indeed  with  some  of  us — (laughter) — we  have  these  gentlemen  sitting  as  eonstitoent 
members  of  this  court,  and  sitting  in  solemn  judgment  upon  themselves.  There  it 
no  doubt,  I  suppose,  that  they  are  within  their  strict  legal  rights  in  taking  part  ia 
this  debate  and  in  the  vote  that  is  to  follow,  but  I  must  say,  that  according  to  the 
higher  law  of  justice,  it  appears  to  me  that  Sir  Henry  MoncreifTs  speech  ought  U> 
have  been  made  from  the  bar.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  we  had  been  passing  nnder  review 
the  action  of  any  one  of  the  courts  to  which  the  government  and  discipline  of  the 
Church  are  ordinarily  entrusted,  the  members  of  that  court  would  not  have  beca 
members  of  this  court  of  review.  But  here  we  have  the  anomaloas  fact  that  thcM 
men  of  whose  action  we  have  ground  to  complain,  are  here  to  vote  in  their  ova 
cause,  and  to  use  all  their  great  influence  against  us.     (Applause.) 

Now,  sir,  I  should  just  like  to  say  one  other  word  of  a  preliminary  kind,  and  it 
is  this.  It  appears  to  me  very  necessary  in  a  case  of  this  kind  that  has  excited,  is 
exciting,  and  is  likely  still  further  to  excite  very  keen  feeling,  that  I  should  diaclaifli 
all  intentions  of  making  injurious  personal  imputations  against  members  of  ihe 
Commission.  I  said  in  the  Presbytery  of  which  I  am  a  member,  when  we  had  (his 
matter  before  ns,  and  if  Dr.  Wilson  will  allow  me  1  should  like  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
saying  it  here  again,  that  he  whose  name  has  been  very  prominent  in  this  connection, 
is  one  whom  I  have  regarded  ever  since  I  knew  him,  now  a  good  many  years  ago,  not 
only  with  profound  rcBpect  but  wiih  aflection.  I  have  these  feelings  in  re^uid  to 
him  still;  and  when  I  am  obliged  to  use  such  language  as  "injustice  to  an  indi- 
vidual "  and  the  like,  I  must  not  be  understood  as  making  personal  imputationi 
against  him  or  other  revered  friends  and  fathers. 

Coming  now  to  my  motion,  it  is  not  worded  so  strongly  as  perhaps  boom 
members  of  Assembly  may  have  expected,  and  after  what  has  been  said  from  the 
bar,  it  will  be  obvious  that  it  is  not  worded  so  strongly  as  the  views  of  some  of  those 
who  vote  for  it  would,  perhaps,  have  led  them  to  prefer.  But  I  and  those  whom  I 
have  consulted  in  framing  this  motion,  have  felt  that  it  would  not  be  well  to  ask 
the  Assembly  for  more  than  was  necessary  to  cover  our  position.  If  it  wort 
possible  to  get  the  Assembly  to  undo  the  wrong  which  in  our  judgment  has  beoa 
dune  to  Professor  Smith,  we  would  have  asked  it  to  do  that.  But  that,  unfortonateljt 
is  impossible.  All  that  is  now  possible  is  to  prevent  the  Church  sutTering  farther 
injury  in  connection  with  this  business;  and  my  motion,  if  adopted,  will  secore 
that.  Besides,  we  have  great  confidence  in  many  of  our  brethren — may  not  I  laj  in 
all  of  them — that  they  arc  willing  to  act  in  whatever  way  we  can  show  them  to  be 
right ;  and  we  are  not  without  hope  that  they  may  even  be  induced  to  pass  judg- 
ment of  condemnation  on  their  own  action,  if  on  mature  reflection,  and  in  view  of 
all  that  has  happened  since  the  meeting  of  Commission,  they  may  be  led  to  see 
that  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  Assembly  to  homogolate  the  Commission's  action; 
and  we  wish  to  make  it  as  easy  as  poRsible  for  them  to  do  so. 

My  motion  begins  by  recognising  the  right  of  the  Commission  to  advert  to  indb 
a  matter  as  this  wiiich  had  emerged  after  last  Assembly.  For  myself  I  do  notice 
how  the  Commission  in  August  could  have  avoided  adverting  in  some  way  to  th( 
matter.  They  had  overtures  before  them  from  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  an^ 
other  Presbyteries  asking  them  to  take  action.  But  I  should  like  to  say,  that  whlh 
1  think  the  Commission  was  perfectly  entitled,  in  the  circumstances,  to  take  the  matte 
up,  I  regard  the  action  of  these  Presbyteries  as  very  uncalled  for  and  very  unwiic 
The  Commission  baaed  what  it  did  upon  the  assertion  that  there  was  a  widespreai 
uneasiness  and  alarm  throughout  the  Church ;  but  that,  sir,  if  it  existed,  as  to  Bom 
extent  undoubtedly  it  did.  was,  if  not  created,  at  least  fostered  and  increased  by  th 
action  taken  in  these  Presbyteries.  Professor  Smith's  new  article  had  haidl 
appeared  when  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  was  in  the  field  and  in  full  cry,  an 
that  before  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  had  had  an  opportunity  of  indicating  whi 
they  would  do  or  if  they  would  do  anything.  Why  should  the  Preabyicry  < 
Edinburgh  or  any  other  Presbytery  charge  itself  with  caring  for  the  orthodoxy  ( 
heterodoxy  of  the  members  of  other  Presbyteries.    That  waa  not  the  basineas  of  tl 
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ibytcrjr  of  Edinburgh.  It  might  hare  become  their  business  if  the  parties  to 
OB  it  belonged  failed  to  do  their  duty.  The  action  they  took,  I  regard  as  haying 
1,  in  the  circnmatances,  very  ill  advised  and  altogether  unwarrantable. 
Bat  now,  sir,  aa  to  the  action  of  the  Commission.  My  motion  says  that  that 
tarn  vas  anneceasary.  And  this  evening  we  have  had  the  admission  from  Sir 
uy  MonereifT  that  if  it  was  not  necessary  that  is  a  sufficient  condemnation  of  it. 
ne  it  no  kind  of  justification  for  it  if  it  was  not  necessary.  The  Commission  is 
t  appointed  to  interfere  with  and  set  aside  the  ordinary  law  and  the  ordinary 
irta  of  the  Church :  but  it  may  take  action  in  emergencies,  when  the  ordinary 
ffti  are  powerless,  and  the  ordinary  methods  cannot  apply.  Now,  what  is  the 
igisd  necessity  for  the  Commission's  action  in  this  case  i  I  took  the  trouble  of 
ttiig  as  much  information  on  that  subject  as  I  could,  because  I  saw  that  the 
Aifiaiion  of  the  Commission's  action  must  turn  on  that  pointv.  I  looked  very 
ifidly  to  find  what  were  the  alleged  grounds  of  necessity,  and  I  found  in  everything 
iOMnited — in  the  finding  of  the  Commission  itself,  in  Dr.  Adam's  pamphlet,  in 
Hnry  MoncreifiTs  letter  to  Dr.  Kirk  wood,  in  Dr.  Wilson's  letter  to  the  news- 
men,— thai  the  only  ground  seriously  advanced  as  making  the  action  of  the  Com- 
nion  necessary  was  a  regard  to  the  reputation  of  the  Church.  For  instance,  Sir 
sry  Monereifif  says,  "  It  was  not  because  the  Commission  was  afraid  of  his  teach- 
;  kensy  during  this  session  that  they  instructed  him  not  to  teach  his  classes.  But 
)  ^MStion  having  been  raised  as  to  the  efiect  of  his  published  statements  in 
goiitioD,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  it  was  thought  undesirable,  with  a  view  to  the 
neter  of  the  Church,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  the  satisfaction  of  her 
■berSy  that  he  should  represent  her  in  her  Hall  at  Aberdeen  until  the  Qeneral 
mbly  had  looked  at  the  article  on '  Hebrew  Ijanguai^e  and  Literature.'  "     That 

•  say.  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  here  justifies  the  Commission's  action  in  practically 
pending  this  office-bearer  on  the  ground  that  that  extreme  proceeding  was 
eMsry  with  s  view  to  protect  the  character  of  the  Church.  In  like  manner  Dr. 
boB  says,  "  The  Commission  have  merely  issued  a  declaration  exonerating  the 

•  Chnreh  from  being  held  as  implicated  in  writings  fitted  to  produce  a  most 
iriois  efieci."  And  Lhe  instruction  not  to  teach  he  represents  as  a  necessary 
lUary  from  that.  "  To  have  allowed  him  to  go  on  teaching  his  classes  while 
f  declared  his  writings  to  be  of  such  a  tendency,  would  have  been  to  cast  discredit 

•  tbeir  own  sincerity."  This,  however,  I  do  not  see ;  but  Dr.  Wilson's  allegation, 
iSu  Henry  HoncreiflTs,  is  that  this  unusual  course  of  action  was  justified  by  its 
ig  necessary  to  preserve  the  reputation  of  the  Church.  Well,  sir,  for  my  part,  I 
•ot  believe  that  the  reputation  of  the  Church  was  in  any  very  serious  danger. 
si  was  virtually  the  very  same  question  had  been  before  the  Church  for  some 
II  previously,  and  the  attitude  of  the  Free  Church  in  regard  to  it  was  perfectly 
I  nndentood ;  and  I  do  not  see  that  there  was  any  loud  call  on  the  Commission 
iikt  the  reputation  of  the  Church  under  their  protection  in  this  special  way.  I 
Mi  think  that  the  Church  would  have  sufi'ered  very  much  in  reputation  even 
igk  nothing  whatever  had  been  done.  But  supposing  it  to  be  admitted  that 
le  action  was  necessary,  would  nothing  less  have  sufficed  than  the  extreme  action 
Csmmission  took  I  Would  it  not  have  been  enough  to  preserve  the  reputation 
h9  Church  if  the  Commission  had  emitted  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  they 
iemned  the  action  of  Professor  Smith  in  writing  and  publishing  this  article  in 
cireom stances,  that  they  were  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  such  views,  and 
I  no  coonienance  to  them,  and  so  forth  1  Would  that  not  have  been  enough  ?  I 
ik  ii  woald«  But  if  the  Commission  thought  otherwise,  if  they  held  for  some 
IM  or  other  thai  Professor  Smith  must  not  be  allowed  to  teach  during  the 
iiag  session,  it  is  clear  that  they  might  have  secured  that  in  any  one  of  several 
itltationsl  ways.  They  might  have  remitted  the  matter  to  the  College  Com- 
\m;  or,  if  they  distrusted  the  College  Committee,  because  that  body  had  formerly 
dcd  thai  Professor  Smith's  views  did  not  furnish  material  for  a  libel,  they  might 
I  nferred  ii  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  ;  and  if  they  could  not  trust  that 
ibytery,  if  ihey  could  find  nobody  to  trust  but  themselves,  they  might  have 
linied  some  of  their  own  number  to  frame  a  libel  with  instructions  to  prosecute 
hasor  Smith  before  the  proper  courts  of  the  Church.  (Laughter.)  Moderator,  I 
WMhing  laoghable  in  the  proposal.     Surely  that  is  the  ordinary,  regular,  legal 

sC  proceeding  in  such  cases.    It  is  utterly  out  of  the  question  to  say  that  the 
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CommisBion  was  shat  up  to  the  necessitj  of  arbitrarilj  inBtracting  Profeiflor  Smitli 
not  to  teach  in  order  to  preserve  the  reputation  of  the  Church. 

But  Sir  Henrj  Moncreiff  in  the  speech  we  have  just  heard  has  shifted  his  g^nnd, 
unless  I  have  misunderstood  him,  and  has  alleged  another  ground  of  neoessitj 
for  the  unprecedented  action  the  Commission  took.  He  has  not  told  us  to-night 
that  it  was  necessary  with  a  view  to  conserving  the  reputation  of  the  Chnreh,  bnt  he 
has  told  us  that  it  was  necessary  to  suspend  this  man  in  order  to  keep  the  matter 
open  till  this  Assembly.  He  justifies  this  very  strong  procedure — and  I  am  sur- 
prised at  the  easy  way  in  which  men  speak  of  instructing  an  office-bearer  to  cease 
from  dischargiug  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  if  that  were  an  insignificant  step  to  take 
— ^he  justifies  this  procedure  by  saying  that  it  was  necessary  in  order  to  keep  the 
matter  open.  To  keep  what  matter  open  1  The  case  of  Professor  Smith  that  was 
decided  at  last  Assembly  t  That  case  was  closed,  and  yon  could  not  keep  it  open. 
If  further  proceedings  were  necessary,  the  only  thing  that  could  be  legitimately 
done  was  to  institute  a  new  case.  The  old  case  was  settled  and  done  with,  and  no 
action  of  the  Commission  could  keep  it  open.  I  think  I  have  shown.  Moderator, 
that  no  necessity  has  been  made  out  tor  the  action  of  the  Commission,  and  if  it  was 
not  necessary,  that  I  repeat  sufficiently  condemns  it. 

The  next  thing  my  motion  says  about  this  action  is  that  it  was  unwise.  It  is 
characterised  as  specially  unwise  in  the  divided  state  of  the  Church.  I  do  not  think 
I  need  to  prove  that,  because  the  facts  that  have  transpired  since  the  Commission 
met  are  of  themselves  quite  sufficient  to  prove  it  Was  that  action  wise  which  has  led 
to  such  meetings  as  we  have  seen,  where  intelligent  men,  who  have  no  other  in- 
terest in  the  Free  Church  except  that  they  love  it,  have  met  in  order  to  protest 
against  your  proceedings  1  (Applause.)  Was  that  action  wise  which  the  Commis- 
sion might  have  known,  and  must  have  known,  would  grieve  and  distress  and  offend 
multitudes  of  the  very  best  and  most  intelligent  of  our  people  t  (Applause.)  Was 
that  a  wise  action  which  has  led  to  the  state  of  things  revealed  in  these  overtnres  on 
the  table  of  the  Assembly  1  I  read  these  overtures  somewhat  differently  from  Sir 
Henry  Moncreiff.  He  has  told  us  that  the  majority  of  them  are  in  support  of  the 
action  of  the  Commission.  I  do  not  read  them  so.  Some  <tf  these  overtures  make  no 
direct  reference  to  the  Commission.  Of  the  thirty  that  do,  one  leaves  it  doabtfol 
whether  the  Commission's  action  is  approved  or  condemned ;  and  of  the  remaining 
twenty-nine — to  make  no  reference  to  the  memorials  that  condemn  the  Commiasioa 
— there  are  thirteen  in  favour  of  that  action  and  sixteen  against  it.  Well,  I  ask,  was 
that  a  wise  course  of  action  that  has  led  to  the  state  of  feeling  and  wide-spread 
controversy  and  debate  indicated  in  these  overtures  1  So,  sir,  it  was  not  wise  ;  aud 
I  am  pretty  strongly  of  opinion  that  if  we  could  go  back  again  to  the  Commission  of 
October,  that  action  would  not  now  be  taken. 

I  will  only  mention  another  reason  out  of  many  that  leads  me  to  consider  the 
action  of  the  Commission  unwise.  The  dearest  contention  of  this  Free  Church  is, 
that  these  Church  courts  of  ours,  in  all  matters  concerning  the  government  and 
discipline  of  the  Church,  are  to  be  free  from  outside  control.  And  it  has  always 
been  alleged  against  that  contention  that  that  state  of  things  did  not  guarantee  to 
the  office-bearers  of  the  Church  that  when  accusations  were  brought  against  them 
they  would  secure  justice.  It  has  always  been  said,  that  in  ecclesiastical  and  theo- 
logical matters  ecclesiastical  persons  were  too  much  under  the  influence  of  strong 
feeling  to  be  impartial;  and  that  our  Church  courts,  popularly  eonstitnted  and  led, 
were  not  fitted  to  be  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  justice.  That  has  always 
been  alleged ;  and  it  would  be  a  small  matter  to  this  Church  if  her  enemies  alone 
were  found  saying  that  in  these  late  proceedings  we  have  been  supplying  the  world 
with  proof  that  these  allegations  were  correct.  But  it  is  not  a  small  matter,  as  some 
of  us  know  to  our  cost,  to  find  that  in  the  minds  of  our  own  people  iJlie  same 
thought  has  taken  a  deep  hold.  It  would  be  improper  for  me  to  say  all  I  know  and 
feel  on  this  subject,  but  there  is  evidence  on  the  table  of  the  house  of  the  ezistenee 
of  the  feeling  I  allude  to.  For  example,  in  that  memorial  signed  by  three  hundred 
of  our  office-bearers  in  Glasgow,  the  concluding  paragraph  is  as  follows : — "  That  by 
straining  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  as  has  been  done  in  this  ease,  the  position 
of  every  office-bearer  has  been  threatened  and  rendered  precarious,  the  time- 
honoured  forms  of  our  Presbyterian  government  have  been  brought  into  discredit; 
trhile  " — and  this  is  the  point  to  which  I  would  call  partienlar  attentioa — **  while 
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Mttd  has  been  given  for  the  reproach  that  a  Church  free  from  State  control  is 
table  to  oondoci  her  affairs  in  a  grave  crisis  with  duo  regard  to  the  principles  of 
slke.**  (Applause.)  Now,  sir,  the  most  painful  thing  in  connection  with  these 
raeeedings  thai  some  of  us  hare  met  with  is  evidence  of  a  widespread  feeling 
I  tkat  elfect ;  and,  howeyer  painful,  I  should  be  unfaithful  to  my  sense  of  duty  if 
iU  not  allude  to  it  here.  1  have  no  sympathy  with  that  feeling.  I  have  done, 
■d  will  always  continue  to  do,  all  I  can  to  get  it  suppressed.  1  have  no  sympathy 
iilLit,  because  the  prineiple  of  spiritual  independence  is,  in  my  judgment,  right  and 
Kriptsral,  although  this  Church,  or  other  Churches,  should  be  found  unfit  aud  unworthy 
;o work  it.  I  will  go  further  and  say,  that  however  deplorable  in  my  judgment  pre- 
Mi  events  among  us  are,  I  should  very  much  rather  have  the  state  of  things  we 
ksftbere  than  another  state  of  things — (hear,  hear) — which  has  sometimes  been 
MS  where  Churches,  under  the  fear  of  having  their  judgments  and  decisions  passed 
Ksdtf  review  elsewhere,  have  been  led  to  abdicate  discipline  in  matters  of  doctrine 
ilttfether.  (Applause.)  Fathers  and  brethren  do  not  know  what  some  of  us  know 
ibttt  this.  Tou  do  not  know  the  mischief  that  has  been  done  by  the  action  that 
bibeen  taken  in  this  case ;  and  it  is  because  we  fear  for  the  future  of  our  Church, 
ai  for  principles  that  are  dear  and  precious  to  us,  that  we  have  been  beseeching 
Gody  sod  would  almost  condescend  to  implore  this  house  not  to  give  its  sanction 
to  these  nnhappy  proceedings. 

My  motion  further  says  that  the  procedure  of  the  Commission  was  "  contrary 
letke  spirit  of  the  instructions  under  which  it  acted."  Other  speakers  will  have 
MBeihiiig  to  say  as  to  this,  and  I  will  not  enlarge.  But  let  me  call  attention  to 
MM  elanse  in  these  instructions  which  has  not  been  so  often  quoted  as  some  others. 
'Is all  their  aetingii,"'  it  is  said,  ''they  are  to  proceed  according  to  the  acts  and 
Mstitution  of  this  Church,  and  to  do  nothing  contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  prejudice 
)f  the  same."  Acting  under  such  an  instruction  as  that,  ought  not  the  Commission 
10  have  had  very  special  regard  to  the  usual  practice,  and  to  the  precedents 
il  this  Church  ?  But  the  Commission  of  last  Assembly  introduced  modes  of  pro- 
cedare  for  which  there  is  no  precedent — for  instance,  separating  a  man  from  his 
niiiags,  and  dealing  with  the  writings  apart  from  the  writer.  That  is  a  "notion  " 
that  has  come  from  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  there  are  many  American 
Mkns  that  are  very  good  notions  indeed.  But  if  the  Americans  use  this  kind  of 
pneedore  in  the  way  the  Commission  did,  then  I  for  one  don't  want  to  have  any* 
lUig  to  do  with  it.  For  what  did  the  Commission  do  1  They  separated  the  man 
ixtm  his  writings,  and  they  passed  a  censure  upon  his  writings.  It  is  very  easy  to 
eeamre  writings  if  yon  are  bent  upon  it ;  they  cannot  speak  back  to  you  as  a  man 
■a  do.  Bat  having  censured  the  writings,  then  they  turned  round  and  inflicted 
pesilties  upon  the  man.  That  is  a  kind  of  thing  which  is  not  only  without  pre- 
eedtat^  but  is  contrary  to  all  precedent  They  have  introduced  a  new  precedent. 
IWe  is  no  precedent  in  this  Church,  and  I  will  not  accept  precedents  from  the 
Cksrches  in  America,  or  from  any  other  Church  in  the  Presbyterian  confederation. 
Wtkaveour  own  precedents  which  have  been  sufficient  for- us  in  the  past,  and  I 
kopt  they  will  be  found  sufficient  in  time  to  come.     (Applause.) 

I  msy  say  also  with  reference  to  this  clause  in  my  motion,  that  while  a  decision 
f  Isst  Assembly  need  not  perhaps  bind  this  Assembly,  it  ought  to  have  had  the 
ray  greatest  weight  with  the  Commission,  because  the  (Commission  was  the  creature 
iad  servant  of  last  Assembly.  And  what  happened  1  Last  Assembly  had  this 
sie  before  it — in  all  essentials  the  very  same  case  that  came  before  tlie  Commission 
-■id  the  Assembly  came  to  a  finding  upon  it.  The  Assembly  decided  that  it 
imU  not  make  these  views  matter  of  libel  any  further ;  it  decided  in  full  view  of 
ikcit  doctrines  of  his  that  it  would  send  Professor  Smith  back  to  his  chair;  and  the 
/OWBiaBion  virtually  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Assembly  whose  creature  it  was, 
did  we  maintain  that  it  had  no  right  to  do  that  It  acted  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
^Instmctions  it  had  received. 

Aftd  now,  sir,  I  have  done.  This  action,  I  say  in  closing,  is  a  dangerous  pre- 
irint  It  is  full  of  danger.  It  is  not  merely  that  if  yon  condone  aud  approve 
»bst  the  Commission  has  done,  you  will  give  a .  perilous  increase  to  the  power  of 
tbi  Commission,  because  a  future  Assembly  may  frame  a  new  act  by  way  of  limiting 
Asi  power ;  bnt  it  is  a  dangerous  precedent  in  this  respect,  that  if  you  condone  it, 
Tttnnetioii  aad  stamp  with  your  approval  a  high-handed  method  of  dealing  with 
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sases  of  alleged  error  or  heresy  that  is  full  of  danger  to  the  tmth  itself.  Whj,  ih^ 
(  believe  that  the  times  are  quite  as  trying  and  as  dangeroas  as  we  hear  brethm 
>n  all  sides  tellinti:  us  they  are.  The  times  are  trying,  and  it  may  not  be  very  loaf 
before  joa  have  an  opportunity  of  putting  to  fresh  use  the  new  ecclesiastical  weapons 
you  are  forging.  And  is  this  Church  prepared  when  new  questions  arise  to  hsfi 
men  clamouring  to  have  them  settled  by  summary  and  high-handed  action^  sad 
trying  to  get  them  settled  in  that  way  1  Sir,  I  am  persuaded  of  this,  that  if  Ike 
Ciiurch  sanctions  and  approves  this  headlong,  summary  mode  of  proceeding  in  eaiei 
of  alleged  doctrinal  error,  you  leave  the  Free  Church  without  a  future.  (Loud  cheen 
and  counter  cheers.)  I  am  very  far  from  saying  that  the  only  possible  future  for  tin 
Church  lies  in  the  direction  of  accepting  Professor  Smith's  views.  With  all  my 
respect  for  Professor  Smith's  abilities  and  learning,  I  have  no  liking  for  some  i 
his  views.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  hope  th»t  some  of  his  conclusions  as  to  the  stmetsn 
and  composition  of  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  are  erroneous,  and  I  think  tluj 
are  erroneous.  (Hear,  he^r.)  But  I  say  this,  that  the  Free  Church  has  no  future  iif 
she  is  not  prepared  to  look  at  such  views  as  these — (hear,  hear,  and  loud  applaaie), 
— if  she  is  not  prepared  to  look  at  them  with  earnestness  and  patience.  Wkj 
should  men  be  so  impatient  1  There  are  no  grounds  for  panic.  There  is  no  caoM 
to  be  afraid  for  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus.  Men  ought  to  have  some  trust  in  Gkd, 
and  some  faith  in  His  truth.  The  truth  is  not  a  plant  of  such  weak  fibre  that  it 
must  needs  wither  when  the  first  breath  of  error  passes  over  it.  The  truth  is  strongs 
and  it  will  not  perish,  though  the  ablest  men  should  be  found  united  in  opposingiL 
(Applause.)  And  I  would  implore  this  Assembly  to  disapprove  of  these  unpree^ 
dented,  enwise,  high-handed  proceedings,  and  to  go  back  to  the  old  methods  tbtt 
suthced  for  centuries  to  guard  the  truth,  and  to  satisfy  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of 
Scotland.     (Loud  and  prolonged  applause.) 

The  following  is  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr.  Thomson  : — "  The  General  Ai- 
sembly,  while  recognising  the  right  of  the  Commission  to  advert  to  the  writings  U 
Professor  W.  Ilobertson  Smith  issued  since  last  Assembly,  regards  its  procedure  is 
his  case  at  the  meeting  of  27th  October  as  unnecessary;  as  in  the  divided  sttts 
of  the  Church  unwise,  as  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  under  which  it 
acted,  and  as  a  dangerous  precedent,  and  therefore  cannot  approve  of  said  proeedon^ 
and  fiuds  accordingly." 

Dr.  BLACKIE,  Glasgow  (elder) — I  rise  to  second  the  motion  which  has  bees 
made  by  Mr.  Thomson.  In  doing  so,  I  propose  to  say  a  few  words  on  that  claoM 
of  the  motion  which  asserts  that  the  procedure  of  the  Commission  was  "contniy 
to  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  under  which  it  acted;  and  a  dangerous  precedeuL" 

Under  what  instructions  did  the  Commission  act?  The  case  not  having  beet 
referred  lo  it  by  the  General  Assembly,  the  instructions  under  which  it  acted  lis 
comprised  in  two  clauses  of  the  Act  appointing  the  Commission.  They  are  u 
follows : — 1.  "  And  the  Assembly  fully  empower  the  said  Commission  ...  to 
advert  to  the  interests  of  the  Church  on  every  occasion,  that  the  Church  do  not 
suffer  or  sustain  any  prejudice  which  they  can  prevent  2.  In  all  their  actings  tbcj 
are  to  proceed  according  to  the  Acts  and  constitution  of  the  Church,  and  do  nothing 
contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  the  same.*' 

Evidently  if  we  can  ascertain  the  signification  of  the  words  etdvert  and  eanpreftud, 
we  shall  have  succeeded  in  coming  to  an  understanding  of  the  meaning  of  the  fini 
clause.  Advert,  ad  vcritre,  to  turn  towards,  to  look  at  attentively,  to  consider  care' 
fully,  and  as  evidence  of  the  careful  consideration  given  to  express  their  opinion  and 
make  it  known  to  the  Church.  This  I  take  to  be  a  full  and  ample  explanation  of 
the  word  adveH  in  the  clause  in  which  it  appears.  It  confers  on  the  Gommissios 
full  powers  of  consideration ;  nay,  enjoins  it,  and  by  the  absence  of  restrictive  clauici 
allows  great  latitude  in  the  mode  in  which  it  may  elect  to  carry  on  that  considen- 
tion.  1  presume  we  are  all  agreed  that  the  Commission  exercised  the  powers  thai 
conferred  upon  it  in  their  fullest  eztent^.  Well  would  it  have  been  for  tJie  peace  oi 
the  Church  had  they  done  no  more;  for,  in  that  case,  the  present  discussion  wonU 
not  have  arisen.  Doubtless,  by  proceeding  further  the  Commission  imagined  the] 
would  prevent  the  opinions  of  Professor  Smith  from  being  spread  abroad  in  thi 
Church ;  but,  behold,  their  decision  has  been  the  most  potent  means  of  making  theti 
opinions  known  from  the  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other,  and  of  conferring  npci 
them  a  prestige  such  as  they  would  not  readily  have  otherwise  acquired. 
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Bat  whMi  did  the  CommiABion  do?  They  instrnctcd  Professor  Smith  not  to 
ndi  hu  gtadenta  daring  the  winter,  and  thereby  sospended  him  from  discharging 
kifnnelionB  of  the  office  to  which  he  had  been  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly. 
fai  •Bch  a  power  conferred  on  the  Commission  by  the  words  can  prevent?  Will  it 
m  pfetended  even  that  these  words  confer  upon  the  Commission  the  power  to  sua* 
^md  oar  office-bearers  in  any  circumBtances  ]  I  trow  not  The  power  of  suspension 
tmeifed  by  the  Commiaaion  was  an  ultraneous  act,  not  haying  a  vestige  of  authority 
iaifed  from  its  constitution.  After  such  a  decision  no  one  can  wonder  at  the 
naarkaide  corollary  to  it  enunciated  by  Dr.  Kennedy  in  his  own  church  on  the 
lIHk  of  Norember  last — a  corollary  with  which  I  presame  every  member  of  this 
Aneiibly  to  be  familiar,  and  which  he  feels  to  be  hang  up  before  him  as  a  rod 
NHtfed  for  the  chastisement  of  all  who  deviate  from  the  sentiments  and  opinions 
tftkeUte  majority  of  the  Commission.  Under  such  a  regime  the  position  of  no 
tftoe-bcarer  will  be  safe.  In  future  it  will  only  be  necessary  for  some  member  of 
tkt  Metropolitan  Presbytery,  who  conceives  that  to  him  has  been  committed  the 
ditf  of  seeing  to  the  safety  of  the  Church,  to  make  a  motion  respecting  the  opiuions 
ifs  brother  office-bearer,  and  carry  with  him,  as  seems  to  be  an  easy  matter,  a 
■tjority  in  the  court.  The  wisdom  of  the  Church,  being  by  common  consent  con- 
ecatntedin  that  Presbytery,  other  Presbyteries  would  soon  follow  suit,  such  as  those 
of  Bca  Wyvis,  Scrabster,  and  Loch  Coruisk.  Thus  the  ball  is  set  in  motion,  until 
it  is  landed  on  the  floor  of  the  Commission.  That  court,  warmed  by  its  success  in 
PnlcMor  Smith's  case,  and  fortified  by  the  majority  they  expect  to  gain  to-night, 
till  make  abort  work  with  the  affair,  and  at  once  suspend  the  offender  more  suo. 

Lei  OS  look  now  for  a  few  seconds  at  the  second  clause  of  the  instructions,  '*  In 
lU  their  aetings  they  are  to  proceed  according  to  the  Acts  and  constitution  of  the 
(^aieh,  and  do  nothing  contrary  thereto,  or  to  the  prejudice  of  the  same."  We  all 
imw  that  for  an  elder  the  coort  of  first  instance  in  our  Church  is  the  kirk-session, 
ladfor  a  minister  it  is  the  Presbytery.  Our  constitution  has  not  provided  any  other 
nuts  of  first  instance.  Well,  the  case  of  Professor  Smith  was  either  before  the 
Gcacral  Assembly  or  it  was  not.  If  it  was  before  the  Assembly  it  could  not  come 
Oder  the  eognisance  of  the  Commission,  unless  by  being  directly  referred  to  it  by 
Ui  Assembly.  If  it  was  not  before  the  Assembly  it  was  a  new  case,  with  which  the 
C«Baussion  had  no  right  to  intromit,  inasmuch  as  it  is  not  a  court  of  first  instance. 
Had  the  Commission  stopped  short  with  considering  Professor  Smith's  writings,  and 
opressing  an  opinion  respecting  them,  they  would  have  acted  within  the  line  of 
ihcir  power,  bnt  in  proceeding  to  deal  with  Professor  Smith  personally,  and  in 
mfOkdimg  him  from  \k\A  prof essional  functions,  they  invaded  the  right  of  the  Presby- 
tajy  and  contravened  the  very  precise  instructions  laid  down  for  their  guidance  in 
tW  words  of  the  Act  already  quoted.  I  have  no  hesitation,  therefore,  in  seconding 
)(r.  Thomson's  motion  in  the  fullest  extent  of  its  meaning. 

Dr.  BEGQ  rose  amidst  loud  applause,  and  said — I  have  heard  it  said  with  truth 
t^  the  real  question  before  the  house  is  a  constitutional  question.  Mere  questions 
of  opinion  are  legitimate  in  such  a  case,  but  the  foundation  of  this  debate  must  be, 
Wbat  power  has  the  Commission,  and  did  it  exceed  its  power  in  coming  to  the  con- 
eloiioo  which  is  now  complained  oft  We  have  heard  from  the  bar  and  from  Mr. 
Ilsmsoa  very  strong  statements  to  the  effect  that  this  was  a  tyrannical  procedure, 
Natary  to  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  an  importation  from  America,  and  various 
clWr  descriptions  of  an  analogous  kind.  But  the  amendment  very  much  evades 
tUi  iisae.  Now,  I  am  prepared  to  maintain  that  instead  of  being  an  importation 
bm  America,  the  constitution  of  the  Commission  of  our  Assembly  involves  not 
bbIj  all  that  it  did  in  October  last,  bnt  a  great  deal  more — that,  instead  of  exceeding 
itspsvcrs,  it  acted  greatly  within  its  powers.  But,  in  the  first  place,  the  matter  from 
leciHaiy  eirenmstances  was  not  fully  debated  in  October,  and  immediately  after  an 
gBOfmt  ootcry  was  raised  whilst  it  is  quite  clear  from  the  overtures  that  are  upon 
be  table  that  representations  of  a  very  strong  kind  have  been  made  as  to  the  uncon- 
titoiioBal  nature  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission ;  and  the  right  thitig  would 
art  been  to  have  tabled  the  substance  of  these  overtures  for  discussion  in  this 
jsembly.  For  example,  the  Free  Synod  of  Galloway  say  that  the  proceedings  of 
le  Commiiaion  have  **  caosed  great  concern  in  the  minds  of  many  in  the  Church 
i  pnjodieial  to  Jastice,  and  open  to  objection  on  constitutional  grounds,"  and  they 
ik  the  Aiaembly  to  declaz«  that  these  proceedings  shall  ''form  no  precedent  for 
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any  fatnre  CommisAion  of  AsBembly."  The  PreBbytery  of  Aberloar  Bay  that  ''.the 
effect  of  the  action  of  the  Commission  is  to  sopersede  the  ordinary  PreBbyterian 
goTemment  of  this  Church,  to  violate  her  constitutional  order,  and  is  BubTerBtre  of 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  her  office-bearers."  The  Presbytery  of  Ellon  aay  that 
"the  effect  of  the  Commission's  action  haa  been  to  produce  widcBpread  acandal 
against  Presbyterian  Church  goTernment,  and  grave  fears  in  the  case  of  many  vbo 
are  under  the  protection  of  such  government."  And,  wonderful  to  say,  oar  two 
Presbyteries  of  Madras  and  Calcutta  have  been  bringing  onr  delinqnencies  befors 
the  heathen.  (Laughter.)  I  hope  that  they  are  doing  equal  justice  to  the  heathen 
in  other  respects.  The  Free  Presbytery  of  Calcutta  ask  the  Aaaembly^to  t«ke 
this  matter  into  its  consideration,  with  the  view  of  prcBerving  the  character  of  this 
Church  for  fairness  in  all  her  dealings  with  her  office-bearers,  and  for  orderliness  of 
procedure  in  all  her  courts."  The  Free  Presbytery  of  Madras  say  thai  the  effect  of 
the  Commission's  action  "  is  to  suspend  and  supersede  the  ordinary  Presbyterian 
government  of  this  Church  by  kirk-sessions,  Presbyteries,  provincial  Synods,  and 
General  Assemblies,  and  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  are  regarded  by 
many  office-bearers  and  members  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  both  at  home 
and  abroad,  aa  in  themselves  unwarrantable  and  injuriooa  to  their  rights  and 
liberties." 

Well,  that  Ib  surely  a  very  formidable  indictment  to  have  come  from  the  north 
and  south  of  Scotland,  and  from  these  two  important  Presidencies  of  India;  and  I 
say  it  is  right  that  we,  in  addition  to  what  has  been  so  well  stated  by  Sir  Henry 
Moncreiff,  should  look  into  this  matter,  and  sea  on  what  footing  the  righta  and 
liberties  of  the  Commission  and  the  co-ordinate  rights  of  the  office-bearers  aud 
people  rest.  It  is  an  important  fiEtet  that  the  Chureh  of  Scotland,  after  the  Revolu- 
tion, very  soon  found  the  necessity  of  having  a  Commission,  and  that  aa  early  as  1712 
they  Issued  special  instructions  to  that  Gommiasion.  In  1717  they  framed  a  special 
directory  for  the  guidance  of  the  Commission,  and  that  directory  was  repeated  year 
by  year  for  about  130  years.  The  Act  of  1718  was  to  the  effect  "that  the  Genersl 
Assembly  renews  the  instructions  given  by  the  ABsembly  in  1717  to  the  Commission, 
and  appoints  the  same  to  stand  in  fall  force,  as  instructions  to  the  Commissioners 
then  appointed,  and  to  be  observed  by  them  in  all  points,  as  if  the  same  were  spe- 
cially therein  inserted."  Thia  continned  almost  uniformly  for  ISO  years,  and  is 
Burely  fitted  to  give  a  clear  idea  of  the  powers  and  dnties  of  the  CommiBsion.  If 
you  come  down  to  the  very  last  year  when  we  were  connected  with  the  Established 
Church,  yon  will  find  that  same  Act  repeated.  In  1842  the  Assembly  ''reaevs 
the  instructions  given  by  the  Assembly  in  the  year  1717  to  the  Commiaaion,  and 
appoints  the  same  to  stand  in  full  force  as  instructions  to  the  CommlBsionerB  before 
named,  and  to  be  observed  by  them  in  all  points  aB  if  the  same  were  specialiy  herein 
inserted,"  and  that  they  are  to  "  inquire  into  the  publishing  and  spreading  of  books 
and  pamphlets  tending  towards  the  promoting  of  opinions,  of  whatever  kind,  incon- 
sistent  with  oor  Confession  of  Faith ;  and  that  the  recommenders  of  such  pamphlets 
are  to  be  called  before  the  said  Commission  to  answer  for  the  same."  (Applause.) 
Kow  on  looking  back  at  that  same  Act  of  1717,  you  will  find  a  very  cnriona  thing  as 
if  it  had  been  especially  made  for  the  present  emergency.  It  says — "  The  Com- 
mission are  empowered  to  take  special  care  to  keep  and  maintain  the  nnity  of  the 
Church,  upon  all  emergents,  especially  among  the  ministers  hereof,  and  to  Buppress 
error  and  schism  in  this  Church,  and  to  prosecute  the  authors  and  spreaders  of  books 
and  pamphlets  tending  thereto ;  and  to  take  notice  how  any  who  have  been  censured 
by  preceding  AssembllcB  or  CommissiouB  of  the  same  have  carried,  and  to  proceed 
to  ^rther  censure  as  the  Commission  may  see  fit"    (Applause.) 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  strongly  meeta  the  case  we  have  in  hand.  We  do  not 
require  with  Mr.  Thomson  to  go  to  America  or  anywhere  else ;  because  we  find,  in 
our  own  constitution  of  150  years'  standing,  the  undoubted  authority  and  right  ol 
the  Commission  not  only  to  do  all  that  has  been  done,  but  more.  Now,  it  is  a 
question  why,  when  we  started  the  Free  Church,  we  did  not  continue  that  Act  and 
those  details,  but  contented  ourselves  with  a  general  statement,  which  certainly 
includes  this  and  other  things  besides.  We  certainly  did  not  intend  that  oar 
Commission  should  have  less  power  than  before.  Some  have  supposed  that  it  was 
because  we  never  imagined  that  we  would  need  to  bring  the  Commission  into  play  ss 
previous  to  the  Disruption,forgetting  what  the  old  woman  in  defending  the  Established 
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Chueii  if  reported  to  have  said  to  a  Free  Church  woman, "  When  yonr  lum  has  reekit 
mhMg  aa  oor  laniy  it  will  need  aoopin'  tae."  (Laaghter.)  1  believe  that  was  not 
tke  r^  reason.  I  believe  that  the  real  reason  was  that  we  regarded  what  was  left 
nd  what  is  now  a  portion  of  the  permanent  instroctions  that  have  been  adverted 
to  to-aighty  viz.,  that  "  they  advert  to  the  interests  of  the  Church  on  every  occasion, 
Ikii  the  Church  do  not  suffer  or  sustain  any  prejudice  which  they  can  prevent,  as 
tkey  will  be  answerable,"  as  quite  sufficient  and  as  comprehensive  of  everything. 
Bit  if  any  one  ia  contentious,  and  says  that  that  is  not  the  meaning,  then  I  say  we 
m  entitled  to  go  back  to  the  constitution  of  the  Church  before  we  left  in  1842,  for 
iafermation  in  this  as  in  other  matters.  If  men  are  to  speak  on  the  constitu* 
Hm  of  the  Church,  I  aay  we  are  entitled  to  go  back  and  to  prove,  as  I  think  I  have 
ptfed,  that  in  the  present  constitution  of  the  Commission  all  the  power  was  given 
thil  waa  neeeaaary  in  connection  with  the  disposal  of  the  matter  before  us  in 
OMiber.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  I  would  say  more  than  this,  I  would  say  that  if  the 
fne  Church  had  no  such  power  it  would  be  entirely  indefensible  as  a  Presbyterian 
QitciD.  Why,  for  example,  suppose  I  was  to  utter  or  print  any  heretical  statement. 
(Uigkter.)  The  aupposition,  of  course,  is  very  extreme.  (Henewed  laughter.) 
Bit  let  oa  Buppose  auch  a  thing  for  illustration,  and  that  the  case  arose  in  June 
immediately  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly.  Well,  does  any  one  mean  to  aay  that 
U  my  Presbytery  were  unfaithful  enough  not  to  deal  with  me,  I  could  go  on  for 
•icm  months  until  next  General  Assembly  defjing  it )  (Hear,  hear.)  Does  any 
oae  aay  that  if  that  waa  the  constitution  of  oor  Church  you  could  defend  the  Presby- 
Uriaa  ayatem  as  againat  that  of  Prelacy,  or  Independency,  both  of  which  can  act  at 
Met  t  Instead  of  what  we  have  done  being  on- Presbyterian,  it  would  have  been 
thoiooghly  nn-Preabyterian  if  we  had  not  been  able  even  to  take  a  precautionary 
■eisue,  or  even  one  more  stringent.  Therefore  I  hold  it  is  a  portion  of  our  grand 
PtasbjteriAniam  that  its  judicial  power  never  slumbers,  that  it  can  be  brought  into 
j/iMf  at  any  time  to  meet  emergencies  that  may  arise.  The  argument  on  the  other 
Me  I  eonaider  ia  not  for  the  liberty  of  the  people,  but  rather  for  the  slavery  of  the 
people,  beeauae  it  places  the  whole  of  the  Free  Church  at  the  mercy  of  any  indivi- 
bal  who  might  chooae  to  violate  our  principles  and  defy  our  constitution.  Well, 
Ibt  aeems  to  me  enough  on  the  constitutional  question.  I  do  not  believe  any  man 
cm  itand  liia  ground  on  the  constitutional  question,  and  I  think  our  friends  do  wisely 
isvirtoally  slipping  that  out  of  the  motion.  (Laughter.)  It  is  said  of  a  Scotchman 
tktl  ke  was  invading  his  neighbour's  garden,  and  wishing  to  taste  the  quality  of  hia 
ftii^  when  the  owner  of  the  garden  arrived  in  a  great  hurry,  and  with  a  gun  in  his 
kmd,  and  said  to  the  aggressor,  "  What  are  you  doing  here  1 "  He  replied — this 
(may  Seotehman — (laughter) — **  I  am  just  gaun  back  again."  (Renewed  laughter.) 
Iffw,  oar  friends  having  convulsed  the  whole  country  about  the  unconstitutional 
pioeeedinga  in  October,  and  even  convulsed  our  Indian  Empire — (laughter) — quietly 
mj  they  do  not  deny  the  Commisaion  had  a  right  to  advert  to  the  proceedings  in 
Pimfrmor  Smith's  ease.  I  say  this  is  giving  up  the  whole  question,  the  whole  vital 
WML  (Applause.)  Then  it  is  said  our  proceedings  are  unnecessary,  but  how  are 
^  pnircd  to  be  1  When  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  had  not  taken  up  the  qnes- 
km,  and  had  sent  on  the  letter  from  Professor  Smith  to  Dr.  Spence,  and  the  College 
Wmittee  had  declined  to  take  up  the  aubject,  how  waa  it  unnecessary  for  the 
2ommissioo,  considering  the  number  of  overtures  on  the  table  in  August,  and 
■ifisg  the  notorious  faets  of  the  case  before  them — how  was  it  possible  for  them  to 
ifsid  taking  np  the  subjectt  It  waa  further  said  that  besides  being  unnecessary  it 
iM  SAwise,  beeanse  after  it  took  place  a  great  deal  of  atir  arose.  But  how  could 
IS  atielpate  such  an  unfounded  and  unprecedented  stir,  and  even  if  we  could  was 
ihsl  to  prevent  ua  from  doing  oor  duty  t  There  are  two  things  which  were  to  be 
nhmnnd,  viz.,  from  the  circumstances  in  which  the  October  Commission  met  it  waa 
mi  poaaible  to  enter  into  a  full  defence  of  the  case,  because  next  day  was  the  Fast- 
day  is  Edinburgh,  and  there  were  other  reasons  why  it  was  undesirable  to  prolong 
the  4Uacassion,  and,  therefore,  we  were  at  a  great  disadvantage  in  connection  with  our 
^tkmtt  on  that  occasion,  and  immediately  after  commenced  an  outcry.  I  have  the 
giMtcsl  possible  respect  for  our  worthy  elders,  and  my  impression  is  that  they  have 
Wa  mialed,  and  seriously  misled.  But  I  do  not  hold  we  are  bound  to  consider 
flwseqacnees  which  were  nnknown  to  us,  even  if  we  were  bound  to  consider  them, 
ni  kov  theittoe  can  this  be  regarded  as  a  mark  of  unwisdom  ]     Well,  lir« 
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Thomson  BEid,  "  What  ar«  you  afraid  of  1  conld  you  not  let  the  thing  alone,  and  it 
would  hare  brought  no  discredit  upon  the  Church,  as  the  danger  was  very  much  ima- 
ginary."   But  it  was  not  imaginary. 

Mr.  THOMSON — I  think  Dr.  Begg  undesignedly  misrepresents  me.  I  did  not 
say  imaginary.  I  said — "  What  are  you  afraid  of  that  you  take  this  high-handed 
order  of  proeednre,  when  yon  have  an  established  order  of  procedure  in  the  Church  V 
(Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  BEGG — Well,  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion.  I  say  we  had  no  other  mode  of 
dealing  with  the  subject.  ("  Oh,  oh.")  He  and  others  said  go  to  the  College 
Committee,  go  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  t 

Mr.  THOMSON — I  suggested  you  should  take  the  matter  into  yonr  own  hands, 
and  frame  a  libel. 

Dr.  BEGG — ^You  are  forestalling  the  remedy.  The  question  of  libel  will  come 
up  by  and  by.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.)  I  say,  and  it  is  quite  clear,  the  Com- 
mission had  a  duty,  and  did  not  go  beyond  its  duty,  because  I  agree  entirely  with 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  that  there  was  no  discipline  in  any  sense  of  the  word,  althoogh 
I  think  there  might  hare  been  but  simply  a  precautionary  measure  in  instructing 
Professor  Smith  not  to  teach  his  class  until  the  Assembly  had  an  opportunity  of 
dealing  with  the  question.  There  was  no  altematiye  but  to  do  precisely  what  was 
done.  Well,  our  friends  are  quite  suddenly  enamoured  of  a  libel,  and  it  is  a  remark- 
able  fact  that  there  were  persons  who  voted  against  me  at  last  Assembly,  against 
the  probation  of  a  libel,  Toted  for  the  libel  being  withdrawn,  are  now  beginning  to 
clamour  for  a  libel  again.  (Laughter.)  I  think  the  Church  is  wisely  guided  up  to 
this  point  of  approring,  at  all  eyenta  not  disapproving,  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
Commission,  and  it  aeems  to  me  that  we  are  entirely  in  the  right  For  my  part 
I  would  have  disposed  of  this  case  very  long  ago.  (Laughter,  and  hear,  hear.)  I 
had  something  to  do  with  a  similar  matter  in  the  days  of  Robert  Haldane  and  Dr. 
Andrew  Thomson,  who,  I  belieye,  were  instrumental  in  staring  off  thia  question  io 
Scotland  for  thirty  years ;  but,  at  all  events,  we  have  come  to  the  point  now,  and 
I  hope  this  General  Assembly  will  be  firm  and  decided.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  are 
acting  in  a  most  vital  and  important  matter.  (Hear,  hear.)  Anything  like  dis- 
approving of  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  would,  I  believe,  be  most  fatal 
in  itself  and  in  its  results — (hear,  hear) — and  I  hope  nothing  of  that  kind  will 
be  listened  to.  Of  course  our  friends  will  do  what  they  can  to  accomplish  that 
object;  but,  at  the  same  time,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  attempt  to  supersede 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  on  the  ground  of  want  of  power,  or  on  the 
ground  of  want  of  wisdom,  is  just  about  as  foolish  a  thing  as  could  possibly 
be  proposed.  (Hear,  hear.)  A  Commission  never  acted  more  thoroughly  within 
its  power,  and  I  believe  never  did  a  thing  more  in  accordance  with  it«  duty, 
and  for  the  beat  interests  of  the  Church  to  which  we  belong.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  LAURIE,  Tulliallan,  said — I  rise  to  support  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr. 
Thomson ;  and  before  I  apeak  to  the  motion,  I  desire  to  say  that  it  is  with  the  highest 
respect  and  reverence  for  our  esteemed  senior  clerk.  Ton,  Moderator,  very  fairly 
suggested  in  your  opening  remarks  that  it  would  be  well  if,  in  our  discussion 'of  auy 
of  those  exciting  topics  that  might  come  before  the  Assembly,  we  should  guard  our 
words ;  and  I  am  too  sensible  of  the  gravity  of  the  occasion  and  the  position  in 
which  the  Church  is  placed,  not  to  exercise  all  the  caution  of  which  I  am  capable  in 
saying  what  I  have  to  express  in  connection  with  this  subject.  We  have  been  told, 
and  told  rightly,  by  Dr.  Begg,  that  the  real  question  is  a  constitutional  question; 
and  that  being  so,  much  that  has  been  said  by  himself — and  I  say  it  with  the  utmost 
respecty  expressing  my  sympathy  with  htm  because  of  the  cold  which  prevented 
him  from  giving  more  of  what  was  most  interesting — I  say  much  of  what  he  said 
had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  constitutional  question ;  he  was  rather  directing 
attention  to  the  questions  that  are  to  come  before  the  Assembly  at  a  subsequent 
date.  Then,  Moderator,  while  I  deal  with  the  question  as  a  oonstitntional  question, 
it  must  be  kept  in  view  that  Dr.  Begg  has  dealt  with  it  historically,  but  Dr.  Begg's 
reference  is  to  Acta  which  are  superseded  by  the  Act  under  which  the  Commission 
now  meets.  I  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  have  more  confidence  in,  and  more 
pleaaure  in  hearing.  Dr.  Begg'a  stories  than  in  his  exposition  of  constitutional  law. 
The  main  reason  why  I  must  aak  thia  Assembly  to  vote  for  Mr.  Thomson's  motion 
ia  because,  in  the  words  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreifi;  "  I  believe  a  great  violation  hss 
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beea  done  to  our  constitDtional  procedure."  It  has  been  practically  asenmed  that 
(he  Commiuion  is  ioTested  with  the  same  power  as  the  General  Assembly.  (<*  No.") 
Thit  has  been  assumed.  ("  No.")  Dr.  Thomas  Smith  has  said  so ;  that  it  was  the 
fopreme  coort  of  the  Charch,  and  the  highest  coart,  because  it  had  one  member  more 
iJiso  was  in  the  Qeneral  Assembly. 

Dt.  THOMAS  SMITH— 1  don't  wish  to  interrupt  Mr.  Laurie,  but  he  is  mis- 
rfprcfenting  me.  I  stated  that  while  it  was  the  largest  court  in  the  Cburch,  it  could 
utonlr  under  limitations,  which  don't  apply  to  the  Assembly.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  LAURIE — I  am  obliged  to  Dr.  Smith  for  his  explanation ;  it  will  assist  me 
io  vhat  I  have  to  say  on  the  constitutional  question.  We  have  no  charge  to  make 
igainit  the  members  of  the  Commission  for  defending  their  action.  This  is  quite 
BtUuil ;  and  here  let  me  remark,  it  has  been  proved  to  this  house  in  previons 
Oeaenl  Assemblies,  and  it  is  constitutionally  determined  that  the  members  of  the 
CoBBiission  are  not  at  the  bar.  That  has  been  settled ;  and  while  it  may  seem 
p(wibly  eoDtrary  to  justice,  it  has  been  the  practice  for  many  years  in  this  Church. 
Wkile  it  is  most  natural  for  the  members  of  the  Commission  to  defend  their  action, 
(Ui  it  no  proof  that  the  action  was  warrantable ;  and  there  is  no  more  reason  that 
te  ihonld  be  influenced  by  the  defence  which  is  offered  than  we  should  have  been 
bj  the  impenitence  of  the  judges  in  1843.  The  language  of  Cockburn  applied  to 
kit  iellow-jodges  has  some  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Commission.  He 
nyt— '*The  mere  purity  of  the  judges  it  would  be  ludicrous  to  doubt  They  all 
dellrered  what  each  after  due  inquiry  honestly  believed  to  be  the  law;  but  passion 
wffleiimes  inrades  the  bench,  and  when  it  does  this,  it  obstructs  the  truth  as  effec- 
(uJiy  as  partiality  can."  Now,  Moderator,  no  one  in  this  Church  will  impute  to 
tkow  who  directed  the  procedure  of  the  Commission  that  they  were  influenced 
either  bj  bias  or  partiality,  but  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  saying,  and  no  one  is 
troBged  when  it  is  said,  that  the  action  of  the  Commission  was  undertaken  and 
cirricd  through  under  the  influence  of  unreasonable  panic.  Now,  as  to  the  con- 
ititational  question.  It  may  be  divided  into  two  branches.  First,  as  to  the  con- 
itititioii  of  the  Commission  ;  and  then,  second,  What  are  its  functions  1  Now,  the 
CoBiBiacioii,  as  I  have  said,  is  not  the  Assembly ;  and  those  members  of  the  Assembly 
tko  seem  to  suggest  that  the  authority  invested  in  the  Assembly,  to  some  consider- 
ible  extent,  passes  to  the  Commission,  have  to  face  this  question.  What,  Moderator, 
hthe  meaning  of  that  solemn  act  under  the  influence  of  which  we  are  all  solemnised 
vken,  at  the  close  of  the'  Assembly,  the  Moderator  dissolves  it  in  the  name  of  our 
Great  Headi  Is  it  assumed  that  the  power  we  are  vested  with  here  passes  from  us 
tkea,  sod  reappears  when  we  meet  in  the  Commission  1  For,  if  that  be  the  conten* 
tiaa,  tlMn  the  Commission  of  the  (General  Assembly  has  the  authority  of  the  General 
Anemblj,  without  the  process  having  been  gone  through  towards  tbe  constitution  of 
tke  court  in  that  form.  (Hear,  hear.)  Now,  Moderator,  in  support  of  what  I  say, 
I  BMsa  to  qaote  a  Tory  high  authority.  I  shall  quote  a  precedent  wldch,  I  am  sure, 
tke  deiks  of  this  Assembly  will  admit  to  be  of  overpowering  force. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  the  house  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  Commission 
b  1867,  amotion  was  carried  which  Dr.  Begg  has  not  yet  forgotten,  and  I  am  sure  Sir 
Heniy  Moncreiff  has  not  forgotten,  censuring  a  committee  of  the  General  Assembly 
is  Rferenee  to  the  decision  which  that  committee  gave  as  to  an  Act  passed  by  tbe 
prerioiia  Assembly ;  namely.  Dr.  Rainy's  motion  on  union.  When  that  motion  was 
euried.  Sir  Henry,  most  rightly  I  think,  protested  against  the  action,  and  his  dissent 
ii  leeorded  in  a  minute  of  the  Commission  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly, 
igidast  the  judgment  complained  of.  In  what  he  has  now  said.  Sir  Henry  has 
literted  to  the  clause  in  the  Act  appointing  the  Commission  which,  in  his  view, 
detaes  its  power.  He  thus  stated  that  the  limitation  is  expressed  in  the  following 
dsase:  ''Prorided  always  that  this  general  clause  be  not  extended  to  particular 
ifUn  or  processes,  before  Synods  or  Presbyteries,  that  are  not  of  universal  concern 
te  er  iaflaence  upon  the  whole  Church ;  and  that  the  action  of  the  Commission  was 
vitUa  these  limits."  Now  this  was  not  always  Sir  Henry's  opinion,  for  in  1867  he 
iMiaded  his  objection  to  the  action  of  which  he  complained  on  the  following  clause : 
*AAd  the  said  Commission  are  hereby  strictly  prohibited  and  dischai*ged  to  meddle 
ii  lay  other  matters  than  what  are  counselled  and  referred  to  them  as  above  men* 
tieaed.*'  This  elause,  he  said,  must  have  some  meaning,  and  its  plain  interpretation 
ma,  that  the  Commiuion  was  discharged  to  meddle  in  matters  not  otherwise  pro* 
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Tided  for.  And  the  force  of  this  appears  from  the  reasons  which  Sir  Henry  prepared 
and  published  at  the  time,  and  which  are  still  preserved  in  the  register  of  dissents.  I 
ahall  read  the  motion — "  It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  attention  of  the  Commis- 
sion having  been  called  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Bainy's  motion  anent  union  was  earned 
by  the  majority  of  last  Assembly,  and  appears  amongst  the  principal  Actfl  of  Assembly^ 
the  Commission  resolve  that  inasmuch  as  last  Assembly  declared  that  motion  to  be 
the  Act  of  the  Assembly,  and  did  not  give  any  authority  to  any  party  to  do  so,  and 
inasmuch  as  doing  this  is  prejudicial  to  the  Church  in  present  circnmstancest  the 
Commission  record  their  disapprobation  of  what  has  thus  been  done,  and  declares 
that  Dr.  Rainy 's  motion  on  union  is  not  entitled  to  rank  amongst  the  Acta  of  last 
Assembly."  Sir  Henry  Moncreifi*  dissented  in  his  own  name,  and  all  who  adhered 
to  him — 1.  Because  the  judgment  iuvolves  an  incompetency  which  will  require  it  to 
be  expunged  from  the  record  by  the  authority  of  the  next  G^eneral  Assembly ;  and—* 
2.  Because  it  is  in  opposition  to  the  immemorial  practice  of  this  Church ;  and  for 
other  reasons  to  be  afterwards  given  in.  And  now  I  come  to  the  other  reasona,  to 
which  I  hope  the  members  of  the  Assembly  will  give  their  most  carefnl  attention. 
They  are  as  follows : — (1.)  Because  the  Commission  of  the  Assembly  ia  not  a  court 
having  a  fixed  and  independent  place  in  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  but  ia 
created  each  year  by  a  special  Act  of  Assembly,  so  that  aa  power  and  fnnctiona 
must  not  be  interpreted  by  any  vague  or  general  conceptions,  but  can  be  ascertained 
only  by  an  exact  regard  to  the  precise  terms  of  that  special  Act^  and  because,  conse- 
quently, it  will  not  do  to  assume  that  the  Commission  professes  the  same  jurisdiction 
that  belongs  to  the  General  Assembly.  (2.)  Because  by  the  terms  of  the  special  Act 
of  laat  General  Assembly  appointing  the  present  Commission  they  are  strictly  pro- 
hibited, discharged  to  meddle  in  any  other  matters  than  what  are  committed  and 
referred  to  them  aa  above-mentioned,  and  because  the  subject  of  Professor  Smith's 
writings,  nor  any  question  relating  to  him.  Is  not  included  in  the  matters  mentioned 
aa  having  been  committed  to  them.  (8.)  Becanae  the  only  clause  of  the  aforesaid 
Act  which  has  the  least  appearance  of  favouriug  the  pretension  made  by  the  judg- 
ment complained  of  ia  in  theae  terms : — "  And  to  advert  to  the  intereats  of  the 
Church  on  every  occasion  that  the  Church  do  not  suffer  or  sustain  any  prejudice 
which  they  can  prevent,  aa  they  will  be  answerable,"  and  because  this  canao  evi- 
dently contemplates  the  occasion  of  some  event  unforeseen  by  the  Assembly,  and  not 
provided  for  by  the  Assembly  in  any  other  way,  except  by  the  inatmctiona  to  the 
Commission,  and  because  the  clause  cannot  be  reasonably  Interpreted  aa  eonfernng 
any  power  to  meddle  with  a  matter  which  has  been  distinctly  entrusted  to  the  College 
Committee  and  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen.  (4.)  But  he  should  not  go  farther. 
(**  Oh,"  and  laughter.)  I  think  I  have  read  sufficient  to  convince  those  who  have 
regard  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff.  They  are  directly  applicable  to  the 
matter  before  the  Houae.  (Cries  of  *'  Time,"  to  which  Mr.  Ijaurie  aaid  he  bad  only 
spoken  ten  minutes.)  I  have  only  to  say,  Moderator,  that  what  I  would  direct 
attention  to  ia  this.  Where  is  there  a  precedent  stronger  than  the  precedent  quoted  t 
and  where  are  there  reasona  more  applicable  than  those  submitted  to  warrant  our  con- 
tention, that  the  Commiaaion  in  the  action  they  choose  to  take  in  connection  with 
the  case  of  Professor  Smith,  violated  the  law  and  practice  of  the  Church  1  (Applanae.) 

Mr.  BALFOUB,  W.S.  (elder),  Edinburgh,  aaid—Moderator,  I  was  amuaed  at  Mr. 
Thomson's  anxiety  to  secure  an  impartial  tribunal  to  adjudicate  on  the  action  of  the 
CommisBion,  and  to  attain  which  he  proposed  that  the  members  of  last  Commission 
should  be  removed  from  the  house  to  the  bar.     {**  No,  no.*') 

Mr.  THOMSON— No,  sir;  I  have  disUncUy  stated  that  the  members  of  the 
Commission  were  in  their  full  legal  right  in  taking  part  in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  BALFOUR — Exactly.  I  quite  understand  that  Mr.  Thomson  acknowledges 
their  legal  right  to  be  in  the  house,  but  he  thinks  it  would  be  fairer  if  they  were 
not ;  and  he  suggested  that  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 's  speech  should  have  been  made 
from  the  bar.  But  in  that  case  ought  not  Mr.  Thomson's  speech  alao  to  hmye  been 
delivered  at  the  bar,  for  is  it  not  the  role  that  when  a  case  has  been  before  an  inferior 
eourt  that  court  ia  not  allowed  to  be  a  part  of  the  Assembly  that  sita  in  review  upon 
iti  And  Mr.  Thomson  can  tell  us  whether  this  caae  was  ever  before  his  Presbytery  or 
not  (Laughter.)  Bnt»  sir,  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  have  any  tribunal  at  all  to 
decide  this  esse  if  we  were  to  eliminate  from  the  Assembly  all  the  membera  who 
had  previously,  in  some  way  or  other,  taken  part  in  it.    Sir,  I  complain  of  Mr. 
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TboDfoii's  motion  u  one  that  does  not  satisfy  the  case  from  his  own  point  of  view. 
(Htu,  hear.)    It  does  not  corer  the  overtures.     It  does  not  cover  the  memorials. 
Itdoci  not  cover  the  speeches  made  either  at  the  bar  or  by  previous  speakers  in  the 
houe.    The  burden  of  all  these  is  that  the  Commission  have  raised  a  great  constitn- 
tioDiI question.     The  speeches  insist  that  it  was  unconstitutional  of  them  to  take  up 
theqaestion  at  all,  but  the  motion  does  not.     It  does  not  deny  the  Commission's  right 
to  adrert  to  the  writings  of  Professor  Smith.     In  express  terms  it  acknowledges  it^ 
a&d  br  so  doing  it  concedes  the  whole  question  of  constitutional  right — (hear,  hear) 
— lad  it  restricts  itself  to  a  condemnation  of  the  findings  of  the  Commission  as 
UiBgonwise.     But  the  pivot  on  which  the  whole  condemnation  of  the  Commiesion 
diiiag  last  winter  torna  was  that  the  Commission  had  taken  up  the  case  judicially 
tad  without  a  process  had  passed  a  sentence.     If  they  had  thought  so,  why  was  not 
t^ii  expressed  in  the  motion  t     If  the  Commission  had  done  that,  it  was  clearly  un- 
eotttitaiionaly  and  the  motion  should  have  challenged  their  action  on  that  ground, 
bit  it  did  not.     This  having  been  abandoned,  all  those  accusations  of  arbitrary  and 
tjnnnieal  proceedings  fell  to  the  ground.     When  one  recollected  how  the  air  had 
resMnded  with  them  all  last  winter — what  vivid  pictures  were  drawn  of  the  danger 
ikaiereiy  office-bearer  was  exposed  to ;  and  when  one  heard  the  alarming  warnings 
from  the  bar  this  evening  that  the  consequences,  especially  to  the  elders,  was  so 
lerioss  that  it  would  be  very  dif&cuU  to  find  any  one  hereafter  willing  to  accept 
office,  one  conld  hardly  help  smiling  and  wondering  if  gentlemen  were  not  laughing 
la  liMir  sleeves  while  they  sounded  out  these  awful  prophecies.     {"  Oh,  oh,"  hear, 
l>ear,aBd  hisses.)     What  is  the  real  practical  danger  ?  I  tried  as  an  elder  to  ask  my- 
telll    Sappose  an  elder  should  be  instructed  by  some  November  Commission  not  to 
exercise  hU  fnnctions  till  next  Assembly,  what  would  the  result  be  ?     With  some 
eiden  it  woold  probably  only  be  that  they  would  be  prevented  from  standing  at  the 
piste  during  the  winter  months.    (A  Isugh  and  hisses.)     Possibly  it  might  prevent 
tt  elder  from  sitting  in  the  Presbytery  for  a  few  months,  but  for  one  I  happen  to  be 
I  member  of  a  Session  so  large,  and  whose  elections  are  so  managed,  that  I  never 
^^Jak  expect  to  be  a  member  of  Presbytery  during  the  natural  term  of  my  life.     But 
it  ii  not  easy  to  imagine  a  case  among  the  eldership  analogous  to  that  of  a  professor. 
Perhapa  the  nearest  is  that  of  my  friend  Mr.  Simpson,  who  holds  an  appointment 
from  the  Assembly.     Well,  if  the  Commission  were  to  instruct  him  not  to  sit  in  his ' 
cbir  at  this  table  till  the  Assembly  met,  would  it  be  a  great  hardship  ?     ("  Ob,  oh.") 
fi<  woald  still  be  entitled  to  draw  his  salary  and  carry  on  all  his  other  business — 
(biaes) — and  this  is  the  only  one  exceptional  case.     But  the  motion,  although  it 
does  not  raise  the  constitutional  question,  proposes  that  the  Assembly  should  find 
Uut  the  actings  of  the  Commission  had  been  unwise  and   unnecessary.     Now, 
tir,  I   am    free    to    admit   that  this   contention  is  perfectly  reasonable.     If  you 
^ui  peimoade  the  house  to  accept  your  premises,  it  ought  not  to  be  difficult  to 
^mpcl  them  to  adopt  your  conclusions.     What  are  those  premises  ?     That  the  new 
Article  which  appeared  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly  contained  nothing  fitted  to 
tiistnrb  ike  Church  or  to  alter  the  position  of  the  question  when  it  had  been  already 
sledded  on  by  the  Assembly.    Farther,  that  the  overtures  which  loaded  the  table  of  the 
Commission  were  merely  the  fruit  of  an  unreasonable  panic,  and  were  unworthy  of 
tJie  notiee  of  the  Church;  that  the  letter  of  Professor  Smith  claiming  a  certain  inter- 
pretation of  the  finding  of  the  Assembly,  which  had  been  transmitted  by  his  Pres- 
^jtery,  did  not  require  to  be  answered;  and  also  that  the  report  which  in  October  tlie 
Conmiaaion  received  hrom  their  committee  giving  reasons  for  believing  that  the  doc- 
trines and  views  contained  in  the  newarticle  were  not  less  dangerous  thau  the  preceding 
'OaesyWaa  also  to  be  disregarded.  If  the  Assembly  will  accept  these  premises,  then  gen- 
tlemen may  fairly  ask  us  to  say  that  the  proceedings  of  the  Commission  were  unwise 
•Ad  nineeessary.     But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  refuse  these  premises,  and  look  at 
the  esse  as  I  think  the  great  majority  of  us  do,  the  conclusion  will  be  very  different. 
<Hesr,  hear.)     Mr.  Thomson  was  courteous  enough  to  say  that  his  motion  was  such 
that  thoM  who  differed  from  him  might  easily  accept  it.     I  should  like  to  reciprocate 
his  poUteness,  and  show  him  how  natural  it  would  be  for  him  and  his  friends  to 
tdopt  oar  motion.     (Laughter.)     If  they  will  only  accept  our  premises,  our  con- 
dmon,  even  to  them,  will  be  most  natural.     What  were  these  premises  1    The  first 
Aev  element  that  was  thrown  into  the  discussion  was  the  publication  of  the  article 
M  Helwew  Uteratore  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly.     This  element  was  not  fur- 
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nished  by  the  minority  of  that  Aesembly.  ThU  is  beyond  contradiction,  and  it  ig 
Tery  important  to  keep  it  in  mind.  This  new  phase  of  the  caae  was  entirely  and 
absolately  produced  by  Professor  Smith  himself.  Then  what  impression  did  this 
article  make  upon  the  Church?  It  filled  a  large  portion  of  it  with  renewed 
anxiety,  and  this  was  manifested  by  the  Commiesion  being  besieged  with  OTertnres 
from  Presbyteries,  including  one  from  the  Metropolitan  Presbytery,  urging  it  to 
interfere ;  and  the  second  new  element  was  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen  by  ProfeeBor  Smith  claiming  the  right  of  giving  a  certain  interpretation  to 
the  decision  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  this  was  transmitted  to  the  Commission 
for  their  consideration.  In  such  circumstances,  and  with  these  important  documents 
in  their  hands,  the  Commission  had  to  determine  what  course  the  interests  of  the 
Church  required  them  to  take.  There  were  three  possible  courses.  1.  They  might 
have  disregarded  all  the  documents ;  found  that  they  were  the  result  of  nnfoanded 
panic,  and  that  Professor  Smith's  interpretation  of  the  Assembly's  deliverance  was 
quite  warrantable.  Or,  2.  They  might  have  gone  to  the  other  extreme — pronounced 
a  strong  opinion  in  condemnation  of  Professor  Smith,  and  instructed  the  College 
Committee  or  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  to  serve  him  with  a  libel,  thus  ipso  facto  sus- 
pending him,  and  also  involving  the  Church  in  all  the  troubles,  anxieties,  and  heats 
of  a  new  libel.  Or,  3.  They  might  have  adopted  that  course  which  they  did  adopt 
— to  express  no  opinion,  to  take  no  hasty  action,  to  do  nothing  that  would  increase 
excitement,  but  remit  all  the  papers  on  their  table  to  a  committee,  drawn  from  all 
parts  of  the  house,  to  consider  and  report  to  t^pro  re  nata  meeting  of  the  Commissioa 
to  be  held  in  the  end  of  October.  This,  as  we  all  know,  was  the  action  which  the 
Commission  took,  and  surely  no  impartial  man  will  say  that  it  was  hasty  or  unfair,  th&t 
up  to  this  point  it  was  either  unwise  or  unnecessary.  Well,  time  went  on;  the 
Commission  met  in  October,  probably  the  largest  meeting  of  Commission  ever 
known.  The  committee  reported  in  terms  that  justified  the  anxiety  of  the  Church; 
and  see  wliat  the  action  of  the  Commission  was  then.  It  refused  to  treat  the  cue 
judicially,  or  to  pronounce  any  censure  on  Professor  Smith,  or  to  recommend  that 
any  steps  should  be  taken  against  him,  although  many  thought  that  this  would  have 
been  quite  justifiable ;  but  they  merely  resolved  that  it  was  due  to  the  Church  that 
the  next  General  Assembly  should  have  an  opportunity  of  reconsidering  the  csi^e 
with  the  new  elements  that  had  been  thrown  into  it,  and  they  determined  to  suspend 
the  effect  of  the  judgment  of  last  Assembly  in  the  meantime.  The  whole  practical 
result  of  such  finding  was  not  to  affect  Professor  Smith's  status  as  a  professor,  nor 
his  seat  in  the  Presbytery,  nor  his  rights  as  a  minister,  nor  the  emoluments  of  his 
office,  but  merely  that  he  should  not  resume  for  another  session  teaching  some 
fifteen  or  sixteen  students,  from  whom  he  had  been  separated  for  two  or  three  years 
already.  That  was  all.  I  aak,  was  it  harsh  1  Was  it  tyrannical  1  Was  it  unwise  or 
unnecessary  1  (Hear,  hear.)  If  I  might  appeal  to  what  has  followed  since  the  Com- 
mission, I  could  find  justification  for  what  had  been  done  by  the  whole  aetings  of 
Professor  Smith,  and  the  way  in  which  he  has  dealt  with  the  feelings  of  the  Church. 
(Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  But  I  forbear.  I  have  not  the  slightest  fear  of  the 
result  of  the  opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  being  expressed  on  this  matter  to-night, 
and  we  go  forward  with  the  utmost  confidence  to  the  vote,  and  in  the  strong  persuasion 
that  in  a  few  months  the  country  will  be  quite  satisfied  that  the  Church  has  acted 
wisely.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  H£ND£RSON,  Crieff'— I  am  very  sorry  that  we  stand  here  to-night  nndec 
a  peculiar  disadvantage  in  discussing  what  must  seem  to  most  a  technical  question 
of  constitution-at-law,  in  view  of  far  greater  matters  that  are  pressing  on  the  hearts 
and  consciencea  of  the  members  of  the  house.  And  we  are  put  rather  in  a  false 
position,  I  hold,  by  having  to  lift  this  into  an  importance  which  I  do  not  think 
belongs  to  it,  for  I  agree  with  Dr.  Adam  in  his  pamphlet  in  saying  that,  whether 
the  Commission  had  the  right  or  no,  even  supposing  it  did  quite  wrong,  that  is  s 
much  smaller  matter  than  the  question  which  is  really  now  occupying  the  whole 
mind  of  the  Churcli.  And  let  me  say,  in  passing,  I  will  not  attempt  to  answer  all 
I)r.  Begg  said,  especially  when  he  wandered  from  the  subject  before  us;  bathe 
spoke,  as  if  throwing  out  a  taunt,  of  some  being  very  much  enamoured  of  a  Uhel 
now.  It  is,  however,  one  thing  to  get  a  libel  formed  on  a  particular  pattern,  and 
quite  another  thing  to  stand  up  in  the  interests  of  justice,  the  righta  of  an  aecos'd 
man,  and  the  cause  of  truth,  and  say,  if  you  are  going  further  to  inreatigate  tbis 
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il  by  libeL    (Applaase.)     It  is  not  worthy  of  Dr.  Begg  to  try  to  raise  a 
«  expense  of  others.     (Applause.)     It  will  be  granted — I  do  not  suppose 
ted  at  anyrate — the  Commission  is  not  a  fixed  court  of  the  Church.     Sir 
aereiff  tells  ns,  in  his  manual,  that  it  is  noL     As  regards  the  clauses 
egg  referred  to,  I  answer  Dr.  Begg's  quotations  by  asking,  Why  are  these 
Commission's  powers  now  ?    Dr.  Begg  very  quietly  assumes,  as  he  tells 
m  general  sentence  which  is  the  subject  of  discussion  includes  them  all. 
ia  his  proof  of  it?    It  is  very  easy  to  say  a  general  clause  like  this 
>Uier8,  but  I  think  it  very  easy  to  show  that  this  is  not  possible,  because 
le  qaotations  Dr.  Begg  made  had  reference  to  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 
when  the  Church  was  in  connection  with  the  Slate;  and  many  of  these 
referred  to  were  very  closely  connected  with  the  duties  that  devolved  on 
I  in  its  relation  to  the  State,  and  that  was  the  reason  they  were  dropped 
(Cries  of  **  No.")     I  assert  a  fact,  and  I  ask  historic  proof  to  the  contrary 
who  say  "  No."    And  since  we  refer  to  all  the  Acts  and  decisions  on  the 
ne  read  an  old  overture  on  the  question  that  was  sent  down  to  Presby- 
the  Assembly  of  1705  : — "  All  such  commissioners  are  to  be  diligent  and 
keep  within  bounds  of  their  commissions,  though  sometimes  on  extra- 
>eeasions — (hear,  hear) — they   have  given  advice,  or  done  somo  act  of 
-{hear,  hear) — for  the  present  good  of  the  Church,  and  which  could  admit 
y — (hear,  hear) — which  an  ensuing  Assembly  has  approved — (hear,  hear) 
jigbter) — herein  Commissions  should  take  care,  and  be  sure — (hear,  hear) 
le  in  materia  ncccssaria,  and  that  their  resolution  be  clearly  the  known  mind 
nreb."     (Loud  cheers.)    It  is  one  thing  to  plead  a  case  of  necessity,  and 
this  case  necessity.     No  doubt,  Saliis  poptUi  suprema  lex.     With  a  united 
thind  it  a  Commission  might  venture  to  do  many  things ;  but  here,  after 
one  Assembly  had  been  all  but  equally  divided — ay,  and  in  the  very  face 
ninority  of  the  Commission  itself — it  could  hardly  plead  that  it  was  giving 
le  clearly  known  mind  of  the  Church.    The  real  question  was,  whether  an 
ary  emergency  had  arisen — an  emergency  which  required  the  intervention 
(amission  to  prevent  damage  to  the  Church.     It  was  required  for  the  vin- 
'  the  Commission  that  it  be  proved  that  there  was  such  emergency.    That 
lergency  there  was  clear  necessity  for  the  course  taken ;  and  that  there 
f  necessity  for  the  Commission  taking  that  action  through  failure  of  any 
Utotional  provision  for  the  case  ;  or,  what  came  to  the  same  thing,  through 
im  of  the  constitutional  provision  for  it.     And,  further,  the  lawful  action 
imission  in  such  a  case  was  simply  preventive — to  prevent  prejudice  to  the 
The  Commission  had  no  power  for  legislation  or  discipline. 
enta  failed  to  vindicate  the  last  Commission,  not  that  precedents  were  of 
1,  or  could  be  looked  for,  as  the  plea  was  the  occurrence  of  an  extraordinary 
\     The  case  of  the  suspension  of  the  Strathbogie  ministers  had  been  quoted, 
against  the  Commission.     Not  only  because  the  matter  had  been  referred 
amission  by  the  Assembly,  but  because  that  Commission  carefully  made  it 
it  was  under  necessity  to  do  what  it  did  to  protect  the  Church.     If  the 
ie  ministers  would  even  at  the  last  moment  have  promised  to  do  nothing 
irae  they  were  pursuing  till  the  next  Assembly,  the  Commission  would 
uspended  them.     But  here  the  Commission  had  Professor  Smith's  letter 
aadertaking  to  publish  no  more  articles,  and  with  that  before  it  no  like 
existed.     Mr.  Henderson  proceeded  to  say  the  Commission  went  on  to 
^rofessor  Smith  not  to  teach.     He  owned  himself  very  much  at  a   loss 
tand  what  that  meant.     They  were  told  it  was  not  done  in  the  way  of 
;  it  was  not  suspension.     What  was  it  but  an  ecclesiastical  arrest  of  him 
larging  his  duty,  and  that,  moreover,  in  connection  with  a  finding  that  his 
rere  fitted  to  impress  the  reader  with  the  conviction  that  he  contradicted 
ision  ]     The  committee  put  it  into  the  forefront  of  their  report  that  God 
mthor  of  the  Bible,  and  then  they  gave  an  elaborate  statement  of  Pro- 
lith's  utterances  in  the  article  on    "  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature," 
y  judged  inconsistent  with  this,  and  the  Commission  approved  that  re- 
deliberately  found  that  Professor  Smith's  writings  were  fitted  to  produce 
•aion  that  Ood  was  not  the  author  of  the  Bible.     Was  that  not  practically 
id  the  inaUnction  not  to  teach  founded  on  it  practically  suspension )    (Ap- 
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planse.)  They  might  say  it  was  not,  bat  he  conld  not  understand  the  distinction. 
Continuing,  he  said  I  do  not  wish  to  make  ridicule  of  the  matter,  but  it  puts  me 
in  mind  of  an  old  lady — (laughter) — a  friend  of  mine  in  the  south  of  England.  Passing 
through  the  streets  of  Clifton,  she  saw  at  a  shop  door  a  barrel  containing  salt  herrings. 
Entering  the  shop,  she  asked  for  some  salt  herrings.  **  Oh,"  said  the  shopkeeper, "  we 
don't  keep  tliem."  "  But  you  do,"  was  the  response  And  coming  to  the  door  of  the 
shop  the  lady  pointed  to  the  barrel  and  said,  "  There  they  are,  man."  "  Oh  1 "  cried 
the  man,  **  these  are  not  salt  herrings,  they  are  *  pickled  Loch  Fynes.' "  (Qrcat 
laughter.)  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  you  may  call  it  "  salting  "  or  **  pickling  '*  of 
Professor  Smith's  case,  but  it  is  the  same.  (Applause.)  You  instructed  him  not  to 
teach  after  finding  in  so  many  words  that  his  writings  were  fitted  to  conrey  to  the 
reader  the  impression  that  he  was  a  man  who  contradicted  the  Confession  of  Faith. 
You  were  not  afraid  he  was  going  to  teach  heresy,  you  say.  Where  then  was  the 
necessity  to  prevent  his  teaching  1  But  not  only  had  the  Commission  silenced  Pro* 
fesBor  Smith,  it  had  issued  a  report  for  which  there  was  no  necessity  whatever — a 
report  that  could  only  be  a  difiicuUy  and  entanglement  if  this  case  went  farther. 
He  believed  the  time  not  far  off,  if  it  had  not  already  come,  when  the  Chorch  would 
wish  that  the  Commission  had  not  given  the  report  of  its  committee  even  a  general 
approval.  It  is  most  significant  to  hear  Professor  Thomas  Smith  already  saying  as 
much  of  one  part  of  it.  It  was  not  possible  to  plead  necessity  either  for  the  report 
or  its  most  hasty  approval.  He  (Mr.  Henderson)  desired  they  should  go  carefully 
and  fearlessly  into  the  discussion  of  a  question  so  deeply  affecting  the  faith  of  many 
in  the  Word  of  God  ;  but  as  for  the  Commission,  there  was  neither  necessity  for  ita 
acting  in  the  matter  at  all,  and  still  le^s  was  there  a  clearly  known  mind  of  the 
Church  in  favour  of  the  action  which  it  took. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Sanquhar,  said — I  am  sure  we  all  dislike  the  opening  of  this  new 
Smith  case.  After  the  determination  of  last  Assembly,  even  those  who  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  decision  come  to,  I  know,  cherished  the  hope  that  that  decision 
would  be  the  end  of  this  most  distressing  case — that  we  should  hear  no  more  of 
Professor  Smith  and  his  speculations  for  many  a  year  to  come.  But,  sir,  let  me 
recall  to  the  memory  of  this  house  how  it  was  this  painful  discussion  sprang  npon 
ns  again.  It  was  through  Professor  Smith's  own  action — (hear,  hear,  and  applause) 
— through  the  publication  of  a  paper  of  a  more  offensive  kind  than  those  he  previously 
published,  and  that  immediately  after  the  rise  of  an  Assembly  at  which  he  had  meekly 
accepted  the  Assembly's  admonition.  (Applause.)  Sir,  we  are  Christian  men,  and 
I  trust  we  are  honourable  men.  (Laughter.)  But  I  must  say  that  if  I  had  been  in  the 
position  of  Professor  Smith — (ironical  laughter) — and  had  at  this  bar  accepted  the 
Moderator's  admonition,  and  if  a  fortnight  after  I  had  published  another  paper  of  a 
moreoffensive  nature  than  that  forwhichi  had  received  and  submitted  to  the  Assembly's 
admonition,  I,  for  my  part,  should  not  have  known  what  to  think  of  myself.  (Great 
laughter.)  And  then,  sir,  it  has  been  said  that  the  Commission  has  been  high-handed 
in  taking  np  this  matter  again — that  it  has  been  unconstitutional,  and  has  acted  ultra 
viret,  and  so  on — ^by  worthy  men  for  whom  I  have  great  respects,  such  as  our  Bells 
and  our  Blackies.  I  am  grieved  we  should  be  divided  from  such  men,  who  are  an 
honour  to  the  Free  Church,  and  of  whom  we  are  always  proud.  But,  sir,  let  it  be 
remembered  that  it  was  the  Assembly  that  settled  Professor  Smith's  case  before, 
and  that  it  was  not  for  the  College  Committee  to  take  it  up  again  after  the 
previous  decision  of  the  house,  or  for  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  for  the  eame 
reason.  But  when  Professor  Smith  himself  a  fortnight  afterwards  raised  the  question, 
and  after  the  Assembly  had  given  a  previous  decision,  then  I  say  with  Principal 
Rainy  that  was  a  defiance  of  the  Assembly — ("Question,"  and  Hear,  hear) — and 
it  then  became  the  Commission,  as  the  representative  of  the  Assembly,  to  yindieate 
the  Assembly's  honour,  and  to  step  in  and  say  this  action  must  be  put  an  end  to. 
(Applause.)  I  feel  that  if  our  Bells  and  our  Blackies  and  other  elders  had  looked 
at  this  view  of  the  case,  they  would  not  have  been  misled  as  they  have  been  misled, 
and  would  not  talk  of  the  action  of  the  Commission  as  unconstitutional,  as  nnwise, 
and  as  nnnecessary.  (Hear,  hear.)  Sir,  the  conduct  of  the  Commiaaion  was  not 
unconstitutional,  and  I  wish  Mr.  Thomson  and  Mr.  Henderson  would  not  be  so  wise 
in  their  own  conceits (Hisses  and  interruption.) 

Mr.  J.  C.  CONKEL  (elder),  Thurao — I  hold  this  gentleman  moai  spologiie  for 
tliat  remark.    (Hear,  hear,  and  interruption.) 
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of  emeigene^  t  Upon  that  subject,  bo  far  aa  it  had  a  general  bearing,  he  had  no 
desire  to  apeak.  He  feifc  ifc  hia  doty,  so  far  as  opportunltj  was  giren  to  him — and 
membera  knew  that  but  little  opportunity  was  given  him — to  lay' his  view  of  the 
constitutional  question  before  the  Commission.  He  did  so  in  part  by  a  letter 
addressed  to  the  clerk,  which  was  referred  to  in  the  papers,  although  not  itself  found 
there.  Under  aome  circumstances  he  might  have  thought  it  necessary  to  repeat 
part  of  that  letter.  But  it  must  be  felt  that  in  a  constitutional  question  it  was  alwaya 
highly  deairable  that  the  question  should  be  expiscated,  not  by  those  who  had  a 
strong  and  direct  personal  interest  in  it,  but  by  other  parties  who  could  view  it 
altogether  from  the  other  side.  Therefore,  it  was  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that 
he  felt  the  constitutional  question  had  been  exhaustively  treated  by  persons  who  had 
no  personal  interest,  and  whose  strong  interest,  as  manifested  in  this  debate,  was 
not  the  intereat  of  men  themselves  involved,  but  the  pure  and  unbiassed  interests, 
not  even  of  party  men,  but  of  lovers  of  justice.  (Applause.)  On  the  other  hand,  the 
question  had  for  them  undoubtedly  a  personal  bearing,  and  here,  again,  he  wished  to 
distinguish.  He  was  not  to  deny  that  it  seemed  to  him  a  very  grievous  thing  that 
the  Commission  should  have  decided  in  his  case  what  it  did  decide,  and  that  it  should 
have  withdrawn  him  from  his  work  of  teaching  in  the  Aberdeen  College  last  winter, 
lie  was  unable,  as  a  Christian  man  and  office-bearer  in  the  Christian  Church,  to 
participate  in  the  levity  with  which  one  speaker,  an  elder,  entered  upon  this  point. 
He  had  seldom  been  more  ashamed  and  humbled  in  the  Assembly  than  when  it  waa 
suggested  aa  a  conceivable  thing  that  any  one  who  had  conferred  upon  him  the  re- 
sponsibility of  a  minister  of  Christ,  in  a  aolemn  and  prayerful  spirit,  would  feel  that 

no  hurt  was  done  to  his  position,  provided  he  received  his  salary — (applause) 

Mr.  JAMES  BALFOUR  (who  rose  amid  cries  of  "Order")->lf  Professor  Smith 
alludes  to  me,  it  is  quite  away  from  anything  I  did  say.     (Oh,  oh.) 

Professor  SMITH  left  the  matter  to  the  house — (hear,  hear) — ^and  passed  on  to 
say  that  80  strongly  did  he  feel  on  this  subject,  he  did  not  wish  to  come  before  the 
house  to  say  one  word  upon  the  controversy  in  that  relation.     But  there  was  a 
personal  relation  which  was  not  yet  exhausted.     He  believed  it  was  not  very  regular 
to  speak  or  allude  in  any  way  to  motions  not  yet  before  the.house,  but  he  hoped  he 
had  the  indulgence  of  the  house  when  he  said  that  a  somewhat  exceptional  meaning 
was  indicated  by  Dr.  Rainy  in  tabling  his  motion  for  to-morrow.     Notice  was  given 
of  an  exceptional  course  that  was  to  be  proposed — (murmurs  of  "Order"  from  the 
lefL)    If  he  paased  beyond  order,  the  Moderator  would  call  him  to  order;  he  simply 
Elloded  to  the  fact  that  the  motion  was  not  only  tabled  but  a  word  allowed  in 
explanation,  to  the  effect  that  certain  things  should  be  brought  before  the  house. 
He  was  therefore  entitled  to  assume  that  in  this  exceptional  case  there  was  some 
eonneciion  between  the  different  steps  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  about  to  be  carried 
out    It  was  impossible  for  any  man  not  to  aee  that  the  two  things,  and  indeed 
the  third  thing,  for  there  was  a  third  thing  pointed  out,  formed  a  concatenated 
chuQ  which,  if  put  before  the  house  as  a  whole,  would  produce  a  very  different 
impression  from  that  which  it  could  possibly  have  when  presented  piecemeal. 
(Applaose.)    The  action  of  the  Commission  really  had,  from  first  to  last,  pointed  in 
a  certain  direction.     It  had  been  argued  that  day  that  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen 
sad  the  College  Committee  were  unfaithful.     (No,  no.)     It  had  been  so  by  implica- 
tion ;  because  it  had  been  affirmed  that  the  Commission  was  forced  to  take  this 
tbiag  up  beeause  the  other  bodies  would  not  do  so.     He  did  not  stand  there  to  vin- 
dieate  either  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  or  the  College  Committee ;  but  this  he  was 
entitled  to  plead  that  the  line  of  action  of  the  Commission,  running  as  it  did  past 
the  ordinary  Courts,  was  possibly  one  which  might  drift  the  house,  before  it  knew, 
into  a  position  which,  when  they  came  to  the  merits,  would  seriously  compromise 
liis  defence.    The  constitutional  question  which  had  arisen  in  regard  to  the  action 
o{  the  Commission  might,  by  very  little  explanation,  be  made  to  apply  to  every  case 
where  men  claimed  a  judicial  and  regular  trial.     The  Commission  did  touch  his 
fetatos;  and  the  Commission  admitted  it  was  touched,  when,  by  calling  him  to  appear 
for  bis  own  interest,  they  granted  that  those  interests  might  be  affected.    (Cheers.) 
Any  action  now,  on  the  part  of  the  house,  which  might  run  in  the  direction  of  sup. 
porting  and  bearing  out  that  action  of  the  Commission,  which  homologated  the  doc- 
triae  that  it  was  possible  for  any  Court,  or  anybody,  in  a  Church  which  professed  to 
hare  a  constitution,  to  touch  a  man's  atatua  before  he  had  been  ever  at  the  bar. 
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if  yon  choose — are  qaeslionable,  bnt  that  so  many  of  them  do  gire  the  appearanee  of 
haste  and  unfairncBB.  Nor  will  it  do,  Moderator,  to  epeak  of  some  of  theae  things 
as  mere  matters  of  detail ;  the  worst  of  it  is  the  great  number  of  arrangemenis  or 
details,  all  looking  in  the  same  direction,  and  which  refuse  to  be  explained  away. 
Need  we  be  surprised  at  the  expressions  of  honest  indignation  which  haye  been 
called  forth)  If  deliverance  is  to  come  to  us  in  our  present  perplexitiee,  it  will  not 
be  in  the  way  of  defending  a  course  of  action  which  is  indefensible. 

Then  as  to  the  ultra  vires  question.  It  was  surely  ultra  virea  of  the  Commiaaion 
to  do  what  it  really  did  in  October — to  set  aside  or  supersede  the  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen,  while  that  court  was  not  legally  incapacitated  for  the  discharge  of  doty. 
Had  the  Commission  power,  in  these  circumstances,  to  deprive  us,  as  a  Presbytery, 
of  our  powers  1  Our  contention  is  that  the  Commission  possessed  no  snch  power, 
and  that  in  setting  our  Presbytery  aside  and  attempting  to  do  our  work,  its  actioa 
was  ullra  vires.  But  it  may  be  said — it  has  been  said — the  matter  wonld  not  wait ; 
the  interests  of  the  students  must  not  suffer  by  Professor  Smith's  teaching ;  means 
ought  to  be  adopted  to  prevent  him  teaching.  Well,  granting  that  this  end  was 
honestly  desired,  we  all  know  that  it  could  have  been  effectually  reached  in  the 
regular  constitutional  way.  Any  one  who  chose  to  begin  a  process  in  the  Presbytery 
of  Aberdeen  agaiost  Professor  Smith  could  have  thereby  prevented  him  teaching  bis 
classes.  And,  notwithstanding  all  that  had  come  and  gone,  we  were  quite  prepared 
as  a  Presbytery  to  deal  with  this  matter.  Then  who  does  not  know  that  there  are 
among  us  respected  brethren  who  uniformly  voted  straight  for  the  relevancy  of  our 
old  libel  in  all  its  parts — for  the  relevancy  of  all  sorts  of  things,  good,  bad,  and  indif- 
ferent, which  had  found  a  place  in  the  said  libell  On  the  assumption  thai  Professor 
Smith's  new  articles  are  extremely  heretical  and  dangerous,  then  all  the  more  need 
for  strict  adherence  to  our  well-defined  rules  of  procedure  in  beginning  a  new  trial. 
We  were,  and  are,  prepared  to  do  our  duty  in  Connection  with  this  business — ^to  do 
our  own  work,  but  we  are  not  quite  prepared  to  abdicate  our  presbyterial  functioo«. 
Moderator,  the  matter  under  consideration  is  very  serious,  and  the  Assembly,  in  tLe 
interest  of  fair  dealing,  should  refuse  to  sanction  the  proceedings  of  the  Commiabion. 
(Applause,  and  renewed  cries  of  **  Vote.") 

Mr.  GAULT,  Qlasgow,  who  was  greeted  with  loud  cries  of  "  Vote,  Tole,"  amidet 
u'hich  for  some  time  he  could  not  be  heard,  said — He  claimed,  for  a  brief  period,  a 
hearing,  inasmuch  as  three  gentlemen  from  Glasgow  had  spoken  on  the  opposite 
side,  and  he  represented  the  largest  Presbytery  in  the  Church,  one  which  had  re- 
jected the  overture  which  condemned  the  action  of  the  Commission.  Had  it  beea 
thought  judicious,  it  would  have  been  a  comparatively  easy  matter  to  have  bad  a 
memorial  opposed  to  the  one  now  presented,  and  to  have  had  it  more  nomeroufily 
signed,  but  it  was  considered  better  not  to  take  this  course.  It  had  been  aigaed 
that  there  was  no  precedent  for  the  action  of  the  Commission ;  bnt  what  was  the 
reason  of  this?  Because  we  never  had  been  placed  in  similar  circumstancea 
Crises  arose  which  demanded  prompt  and  vigorous  action.  In  the  sister  island,  the 
executive  was  vested  with  extraordinary  powers  by  the  Parliament,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  life  and  property,  and  he  thoroughly  approved  of  these  measures.  So,  in  our 
Church,  he  maintained  that  the  Commission  acted  not  only  within  its  constitutional 
right,  but  would  have  been  warranted  to  proceed  even  further,  and  secure  the  purity 
of  teaching,  not  only  in  the  profeasor's  chair,  but  in  the  pulpit.  He  did  not  con- 
sider the  sentence  of  the  Commission  so  light  as  some  regarded  it,  but  he  vai 
thoroughly  persuaded  that  the  conclusion  arrived  at  was  one  imperatively  demanded, 
not  merely  for  the  vindication  of  the  credit  of  the  Free  Church,  but  for  the  vindics- 
tion  of  its  orthodoxy,  and  to  manifest  its  repudiation  of  the  principles  inculcated  ia 
the  writings  of  Professor  Smith. 

Professor  BOBERTSON  SMITH,  who  was  received  with  lend  applause,  said  it 
was  with  extreme  reluctance  that  he  rose  on  this  occasion  to  trouble  the  bouse  with 
one  or  two  words.  He  did  not  intend  to  make  a  speech,  but  rather  to  put  io  a 
caveat.  But  he  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  house  to  explain  his  position,  and 
to  ask  also  that  the  house  might  do  nothing  by  which  that  position  might  be  unduly 
compromised.  The  question  before  them  was,  in  many  points  of  Tiew,  essentially  a 
eonstitutional  one.  By  far  the  largest  interest  of  the  question,  and  that  on  which 
most  weight  had  been  laid  in  all  the  weightieat  speeches,  wav  just  this  conatitutionsl 
one — what  was  the  Church's  proper  and  orderly  way  of  dealing  with  a  certain  cliu 
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qr  1  Upon  that  subject,  so  far  as  it  had  a  general  bearing,  he  had  no 
edL  He  felt  it  his  doty,  so  far  as  opportunity  was  given  to  him — and 
aew  that  but  little  opportunity  was  given  him — to  lay'his  view  of  the 
al  qaesUon  before  the  Commission.  He  did  so  in  part  by  a  letter 
>  the  elerk,  which  was  referred  to  in  the  papers,  although  not  itself  found 
ler  some  circumstances  he  might  have  thought  it  necessary  to  repeat 
letter.  But  it  must  be  felt  that  in  a  constitutional  question  it  was  always 
Yble  that  the  question  should  be  expisoated,  not  by  those  who  had  a 
direct  personal  interest  in  it,  but  by  other  parties  who  could  view  it 
rom  the  other  side.  Therefore,  it  was  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that 
tonatitutional  question  had  been  exhaustively  treated  by  persons  who  had 
interest,  and  whose  strong  interest,  as  manifested  in  this  debate,  was 
rest  of  men  themselves  involved,  but  the  pure  and  unbiassed  interests, 
p*rtj  men,  but  of  lovers  of  jastice.  (Applause.)  On  the  other  hand,  the 
1  for  them  undoubtedly  a  personal  bearing,  and  here,  again,  he  wished  to 

He  was  not  to  deny  that  it  seemed  to  him  a  very  grievous  thing  that 
■ion  should  have  decided  in  his  case  what  it  did  decide,  and  that  it  should 
Sim  him  from  his  work  of  teaching  in  the  Aberdeen  College  last  winter. 
.bis,  as  a  Christian  man  and  office-bearer  in  the  Christian  Church,  to 
im  the  levity  with  which  one  speaker,  an  elder,  entered  upon  this  point. 
lom  been  more  ashamed  and  humbled  in  the  Assembly  than  when  it  was 
i  a  conceivable  thing  that  any  one  who  had  conferred  upon  him  the  re- 
of  a  minister  of  Christ,  in  a  solemn  and  prayerful  spirit,  would  feel  that 

dMie  to  his  position,  provided  he  received  his  salary — (applause) 

i£S  BALFOUR  (who  rose  amid  cries  of  "Order")— If  Professor  Smith 
le,  it  is  quite  away  from  anything  I  did  say.  (Oh,  oh.) 
r  SMITH  left  the  matter  to  the  house — (bear,  hear) — and  passed  on  to 
itrongly  did  he  feel  on  this  subject,  he  did  not  wish  to  come  before  the 
J  one  word  upon  the  controversy  in  that  relation.  But  there  was  a 
ation  which  was  not  yet  exhausted.  He  believed  it  was  not  very  regular 
allude  in  any  way  to  motions  not  yet  before  the.house,  but  he  hoped  he 
olgence  of  the  house  when  he  said  that  a  somewhat  exceptional  meaning 
id  by  Dr.  Rainy  in  tabling  his  motion  for  to-morrow.  Notice  was  given 
tional  course  that  was  to  be  proposed — (murmurs  of  "Order"  from  the 
passed  beyond  order,  the  Moderator  would  call  him  to  order;  he  simply 
the  fact  that  the  motion  was  not  only  tabled  but  a  word  allowed  in 
,  to  the  effect  that  certain  things  should  be  brought  before  the  house. 
refore  entitled  to  assume  that  in  this  exceptional  case  there  was  some 
between  the  dififerent  steps  of  the  way  in  which  it  was  about  to  be  carried 
s  impossible  for  any  man  not  to  see  that  the  two  things,  and  indeed 
ling,  for  there  was  a  third  thing  pointed  out,  formed  a  concatenated 
I,  if  put  before  the  house  as  a  whole,  would  produce  a  very  different 
from  that  which  it  could   possibly  have   when   presented   piecemeal. 

The  action  of  the  Commission  really  had,  from  first  to  last,  pointed  in 
reetion.  It  had  been  argued  that  day  that  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen 
leg^  Committee  were  unfaithful.  (No,  no.)  It  had  been  so  by  implica- 
te it  had  been  affirmed  that  the  Commission  was  forced  to  take  this 
eaase  the  other  bodies  would  not  do  so.  He  did  not  stand  there  to  vin- 
r  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  or  the  College  Committee ;  but  this  he  was 
>lead  that  the  line  of  action  of  the  Commission,  running  as  it  did  past 
'  Courts,  was  possibly  one  which  might  drift  the  house,  before  it  kuew, 
ion  which,  when  they  came  to  the  merits,  would  seriously  compromise 

The  constitutional  question  which  had  arisen  in  regard  to  the  action 
lission  might,  by  very  little  explanation,  be  made  to  apply  to  every  case 
claimed  a  judicial  and  regular  trial.  The  Commission  did  touch  his 
the  Commission  admitted  it  was  touched,  when,  by  calling  him  to  appear 
interest,  they  granted  that  those  interests  might  be  affected.  (Cheers.) 
Aow,  on  the  part  of  the  house,  which  might  run  in  the  direction  of  sup- 
beuing  out  that  action  of  the  Commission,  which  homologated  the  doc- 
was  possible  for  any  Court,  or  anybody,  in  a  Church  which  professed  to 
itation,  to  tonch  a  man's  status  before  he  had  bieeu  ever  at  the  bar. 
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before  be  ever  bad  bad  regnlar  notice,  before  eyen  be  bad  been  beard  on  tbe  wbole 
body  of  tbe  case — any  judgment  of  that  sort  might  possibly  exercise  weight  in 
influencing  men's  minds  in  respect  of  points  not  being  discussed ;  and  for  that 
reason  he  asked  leare  to  protest  that  nothing  that  might  now  be  done  should  in  any 
way  liarm  the  entire  fairness  and  freedom  of  the  discussion  which  they  were  to 
proceed  with  to-morrow  (Tuesday.)  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  speaking  with  his  usual 
moderation,  had  undoubtedly  endeavoured  to  argue  the  case,  as  far  as  possible,  on 
abstract  grounds.  But  even  he  said  it  was  almost  impossible  to  state  bis  argument 
withont  saying  what  he  did  not  wish  to  say.  Other  members  were  not  ao  scrupulous, 
and  it  was  evident  that  votes  would  be  given,  not  upon  formal  grounds,  but  upon  tbe 
contention,  actually  made  at  that  table,  that  some  of  his  views  were  prima  faciei 
heretical,  ur  that  his  action  was  contumacious.  These  were  just  the  two  points  on 
which  he  was  to  be  tried  on  tbe  merits.  But  the  fact  that  it  had  been  found  im- 
possible that  night  to  justify  the  action  of  the  Commission  without  speakers  arguing 
as  matters  of  fact  things  that  till  now  were  mere  matters  of  fama,  afforded  a  success- 
ful proof  that  there  was  something  radically  wrong  in  the  whole  line  of  defence  of 
Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  In  order  to  demolish  Sir  Henry's  arguments,  which  had  been 
three  times  slain  already — (laughter  and  applause) — as  well  as  to  remove  tbe  pre- 
iudices  that  evidently  existed  in  the  minds  of  some,  it  would  be  necessary  for  him 
to  enter  into  the  whole  grounds  and  cover  the  whole  merits  of  tbe  case.  That  was 
impossible  for  him  now,  but  he  hoped  he  should  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  to- 
morrow to  the  satisfaction  of  the  house.  (Applause.)  From  the  bottom  of  hia  heart 
be  repudiated  any  such  attitude  towards  last  Assembly  or  any  such  contumacy  as 
bad  been  charged  against  him,  and  he  gave  them  bis  word,  as  an  honourable  m^n, 
that  bis  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Church  was  still  untouched.  He  asked  that  this 
case  might  be  voted  upon,  no  man  allowing  himself  to  doubt  that  he  still  meant,  in 
all  good  faith,  that  submission  and  that  desire  for  peace  which  be  expressed  at  last 
Assembly.     (Loud  applause.) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF,  in  reply,  aa-id— Professor  Smith  is  very  much  mis- 
taken if  be  supposes  that  the  motion  now  before  the  house  bas  any  connection  with 
what  may  be  proposed  to-morrow.  It  has  no  connection — (bear)— except  in  Professor 
Smith's  own  mind,  for  I  bad  resolved  to  make  this  motion  before  to-morrow*s  wis 
thought  of.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  fair  play  and  justice.  It  baa  been 
nothing  to  the  purpose.  We  all  admit  that  Professor  Smith  ought  to  have  fair  play. 
Some  of  us  think  he  has  bad  abundance  of  fair  play — (hear,  bear,  and  applause)-- 
aud  more  than  fair  play — (hear,  hear) — but  I  don't  think  that  on  that  account  we 
are  not  to  treat  him  with  all  possible  kindness.  All  that  I  say  is,  that  refusing  to 
interfere  with  the  action  of  the  Commission  can  have  no  effect  whatever  on  any 
discussion  that  may  take  place  to-morrow. 

The  Assembly  then  divided,  it  being  now  half-past  eleven.  There  was  consider- 
able excitement  among  the  audience,  but  the  result  was  soon  evident,  tbe  voters  for 
Hr.  Thomson's  motion  bein;::  exhausted  long  before  those  voting  for  Sir  Henry  Moor 
creifi's.    About  midnight  the  Clerk  announced  the  following  as  the  result : — 

Por  Sir  Henry  Monereiff*8  motion,         ....        489 
For  Mr.  Thomson's  motion, 218 


Majority  for  Sir  Henry's, 221 

Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  asked  if  there  were  any  dissents,  but  none  were  entered. 
The  Assembly  then  adjourned  at  twenty  minntes  past  twelve  o'clock,  to  meet 
agsuin  next  morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 
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The  Assemblj  resnmed  to-day  at  eleren  o'clock — Rev.  Dr.  Laughton,  Moderator. 
DeToiional  exercises  were  begun  punctnally  at  eleven  o'clock. 

IBX  GABE  or   FBOFEBBOB  BOBXBTSOK  SMITH. 

Dr.  WILSOK,  the  Clerk,  said  the  Assembly  was  now  prepared  to  take  up  the 
report  of  the  committee  transmitted  by  the  Commission  at  the  October  meeting, 
with  relative  minutes  and  papers,  and  relative  overtures  and  memorials. 

Principal  BAIN  Y,  who  was  received  with  applause,  then  rose  to  move  the  motion 
of  which  he  had  given  notice  : — 

**The  General  Assembly  having  had  their  attention  called  by  the  judgment  of 
the  Commission  in  October,  and  by  overtures  from  Presbyteries,  to  certain  writings 
of  Professor  Smith,  and  in  particular  to  an  article,  *  Hebrew  Language  and  Litersr 
tare/  in  the  '  Encyclopaedia  Britannica ; ' 

**  And  considering  that  said  article  was  prepared  for  publication  by  Professor 
Smith  after  he  had  accepted  service  of  libel  on  account  of  previous  statements  made 
by  him  on  cognate  matters ; 

"And  considering  that  said  article  was  not  before  last  Assembly  when  they 
pronounced  judgment  on  said  libel,  because  it  did  not  appear  until  after  the  Assembly 
had  risen,  and  the  Professor,  in  accepting  admonition  as  to  the  unguarded  and 
iDcomplete  character  of  previous  utterances,  gave  no  indication  of  its  being  in 
existence ; 

''And  having  in  riew  also  a  letter  from  Professor  Smith  to  the  Free  Presbytery 
of  Aberdeen,  in  which  he  explains  and  defends  his  conduct  in  relation  to  that 
article — Find : 

**  1.  That  the  constmction  of  last  Assembly's  judgment  in  Professor  Smith's  case, 
on  which,  in  his  letter,  he  claims  that  the  right  was  conceded  to  him  to  promulgate 
his  views  in  the  manner  he  has  done,  is  unwarrantable ;  the  Assembly  therefore 
repudiate  that  construction,  and  adopt  the  statement  on  this  subject  contained  in 
the  report  submitted  to  the  Commission  in  October. 

"  %  That  the  article,  *  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature,'  is  fitted  to  give  at  least 
as  great  offence,  and  cause  as  serious  anxiety,  as  that  for  which  he  was  formerly 
dealt  with. 

"  3.  That  it  contains  statements  which  are  fitted  to  throw  grave  doubt  on  the 
historical  truth  aad  divine  inspiration  of  several  books  of  Scripture. 

"  4.  That  botb  the  tone  of  the  article  in  itself,  and  the  fact  that  such  an  article 
wac  prepared  and  published  in  the  circumstances,  and  after  all  the  previous  proceed- 
ings in  his  case,  evince  on  the  part  of  Professor  Smith  a  singular  insensibility  to  his 
reBpon&ibilitieB  as  a  theological  professor,  and  a  singular  and  culpable  lack  of  sym- 
{■aihy  with  the  reasonable  anxieties  of  the  Church  as  to  the  bearing  of  critical 
ftpecolations  on  tie  integrity  and  authority  of  Scripture. 

"  5.  That  all  this  has  deepened  the  conviotion  already  entertained  by  a  large 
eection  of  the  Church  that  Professor  Smith,  whatever  his  gifts  and  attainments, 
which  the  Assembly  have  no  disposition  to  undervalue,  ought  no  longer  to  be 
entmsted  with  the  training  of  atndents  for  the  ministry. 

"  Therefore,  the  General  Assembly,  having  the  responsible  duty  to  discharge  of 
overseeing  the  teaching  in  the  Divinity  Halls,  while  they  are  sensible  of  the  import- 
snee  of  guarding  the  due  liberty  of  professors,  and  encouraging  learned  and  candid 
reieareh,  feel  themselves  constrained  to  declare  that  they  no  longer  consider  it  safe 
or  advantageouB  for  the  Church  that  Professor  Smith  should  continue  to  teach  in 
one  of  her  colleges. 

"The  Assembly  resolve  to  resume  this  matter  on  Thursday  forenoon,  with  the 
ticw  of  giving  effect  to  this  judgment,  and  with  the  view  of  finally  disposing  of 
the  remaining  elements  of  the  case." 

Principal  RAINY  said — In  addressing  myself  to  the  motion,  I  wish  to  say,  in 
the  first  place,  that  whatever  sentiments  of  pain  one  has  in  connection  with  this 
m&tter,  they  cannot  be  expressed  but  must  be  suppressed ;  and  various  other  feel- 
ings could  not  be  appropriately  expressed  now.  We  must  give  one  another  such 
credit  for  such  feelioga  u  we  can,  and  1  mnst  proceed  at  once  to  the  discnssion  of  the 


78  CASE  OP  PROFESSOR  ROBERTSON  SMITH. — ^PRIXCIPAL  RAINY. 

motion  which  I  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  lajing  before  the  hoase.     This 
motion  describes  a  situation  which  has  been  prepared  for  this  Assembly  by  what 
has  preceded.    It  appreciates  that  situation,  and  it  states  the  conclusion  which  is 
offered  for  the  acceptance  of  the  house  as  to  what  our  duty  may  be  thereupon. 
Now,  in  speaking  to  this,  I  must  refer  a  little  to'  the  past — I  mean  to  what  preceded 
the  publication  of  the  article,  ''  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature,"  for  certain  pur- 
poses yery  important ;  but  still  last  Assembly  made  a  final  end  of  what  concerned 
these  previous  matters,  but  those  previous  proceedings  were  a  portion  of  the  histoiy 
of  Professor  Smith  and  of  ourselves,  and  entailed,  and  still  entails,  a  responsibility 
both  upon  him  and  upon  us.     They  are  referred  to  in  my  motion  both  in  what  ig 
said  on  the  bearing  of  these  previous  proceedings  on  the  article  published  by  Pro- 
fessor Smith,  and  also  in  what  is  said  of  the  adoption  of  the  CommisAion's  view  of 
the  decision  of  last  General  Assembly  in  connection  with  these  previous  proceedingi^ 
But  I  shall  try,  in  the  very  short  time  I  mean  to  devote  to  this,  to  say  nothing  oa 
these  previous  matters  of  which  complaint  can  be  made.    Q^his  matter  began  wiih 
the  publication  of  the  article  "  Bible."    Kow,  in  the  first  place,  the  proceedings 
which  have  taken  place  brought  out  that  in  that  article  Professor  Smith  put  forth 
TiewB  which  it  is  not  unfair  to  characterise  as  advanced.     I  might  describe  them 
otherwise.     There  were  views  on  important  points  which  we  had  not  been  accas- 
tomed  to  find  supported  by  men  who  held  our  Tiews  of  the  Old  Testament;  and 
there  were  other  views  canvassed  as  fair  alternatives  without  apparent  disapproba- 
tion, of  which  I  think  it  is  fair  to  say  that,  as  far  as  we  knew,  they  had  not  been 
maintained  except  by  men  whom  we  had  good  reason  to  regard  as  Rationali8t«, 
although,  of  course,  Professor  Smith,  in  canvassing  those  views  without  appareni 
disapprobation,  must  be  held  to  have  judged  that  they  could  be  separated  from  the 
Bationalistic,  and  could  be  made  consistent  with  sounder  views.     Some  of  those 
views  were  regarded  as  very  important  by  a  great  portion  of  Professor  Smith's 
friends.     One  matter  that  was  important  in  this  article  **  Bible  "  was  that,  among 
other  points  which  could  not  be  regarded  as  of  so  much  weight  in  themselves,  Pro- 
fessor Smith  took  a  method  which  also  struck  most  of  us  as  novel — I  mean  thii, 
that  whereas  there  had  been,  I  do  not  say  an  authoritative  consent,  but  a  practical 
consent,  as  to  the  view  of  such  matters  that  was,  on  the  whole,  safe  and  eongiuoos 
to  our  ways  of  looking  at  Scripture,  and  the  connection  of  argument  on  that  subject 
"-on  many  of  these  points  Professor  Smith  saw  eause  to  vary  from  that^     I  do  not 
say  that  this  was  to  be  regarded  as  of  itself  a  ground  of  objection.     But  at  the  same 
time  I  wish  to  say  this,  that  matters  of  that  kind  which  in  themselves^  severally  and 
separately,  may  not  be  suitable  to  be  taken  in  hand  for  censure,  might  conceivably— 
and  that  is  all  I  say  as  they  bear  on  inquiry — they  might  conceivably  indicate  & 
mode  of  dealing  with  evidence,  and  reaching  conclusions  that  might  awaken  anzietj 
in  the  Church,  and  call  forth  concern  in  connection  with  the  principles  on  which  tbii 
chair  was  taught.     I  mean  to  say  this,  that  it  will  not  do  merely  to  say  of  such 
minor  points,  one  by  one,  that  this,  that,  and  the  other  is  not  of  itself  fit  to  be  libelled 
as  against  the  Confession  of  Faith.     It  may  be  quite  true  and  very  important  when 
you  come  to  speak  or  think  of  a  libel,  and  yet  there  may  be  in  it  cause  of  legitimate 
anxiety,  and  there  might  be  an  accumulation  of  tendency  on  such  points  that  migbt 
present  a  very  grave  problem  indeed  to  the  Church.     (Hear,  hear.)    Another  matter 
that  I  think  I  am  not  unfair  in  saying  was  characteristic  of  this  article,  and  of  the 
whole  case,  was  the  decision  and  the  confidence  with  which  the  views  adopted  were 
put  forth.     Now,  Moderator,  in  regard  to  that  matter,  I  have  been  admonished  by 
a  friend  who,  I  daresay,  is  present  in  the  house,  through  the  pages  of  the  New  Yvrl 
Independent,  that  decision  and  confidence  are  great  virtues,  and  that  some  of  u 
would  be  none  the  better  of  having  more  of  them.    (Applause.)     I  willingly  subject 
myself,  as  I  suppose  we  all  do,  to  the  admonition  of  the  brethren  on  such  topics.  1 
willingly  acknowledge  that  decision,  or,  if  yon  choose,  dogmatism,  may  be  the  result 
sometimes  not  of  rashness  and  veuturesomeness,  but  of  strength  and  courage  and  clear- 
ness ;  just  as,  on  the  other  hand,  I  will  take  leave  to  say,  that  tendencies  that  are  ibe 
opposite  may  be  the  result  not  of  timidity  or  of  uncleamess,  but  of  a  resolution  not  to 
be  sure  of  things  which  Qod  has  not  given  yon  the  means  of  being  sure  about,  vhicb 
I  regard  as  a  respectable  tendency  of  mind.     (Laughter  and  applause.)     Howerer 
that  may  be,  what  I  wish  to  say  is  this,  that  these  qualities  of  decision  and  confi- 
dence, whaterer  else  may  be  thought  of  them,  made  the  problem  all  the  more  a 
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iesi'mg  one — an  ineyiUble  one  for  the  Cburch.    As  long  as  views  are  entertained 

iolj  in  the  problematical  or  proTisional  way,  aa  altcmativcs  that  deserve  considera- 

tioo,  and  have  a  degree  of  probability,  but  are  not  yet  positirely  adopted — and  some 

if  Ihefiewa  were  so  pat  in  Professor  Smith's  first  article — so  long  you  may  describe 

tkm  as  pasaire ;  but  as  soon  as  they  are  adopted  and  put  forth  with  decision  as 

•Kertained  truths,  then  they  become  active.    They  require  a  man's  whole  thiulciug 

Is  be  conformed  to  them;  they  begin  to  operate  all  round  themBcives;  they  rouse 

fkt  qoealion  aa  to  what  they  require  in  connection  with  them  for  the  man  himself, 

md  for  the  Church  too.     (Applause.)     One  thing  more — the  metiiod  of  putting 

iKth  these  Tiewa.     Now,  that  was  characterised  by  last  Assembly  as  inaccurate 

nd  iacomplete.     I  understand  it  in  this  way,  that  in  following  out  what  Professor 

Saith  regarded  as  the  operation  of  ordinary  causes  working  on  the  composition  and 

itiirtarB  of  Scriptore  in  the  judgment  of  last  Assembly  he  was  not  sufhcientty 

cncfal  to  take  note — or  at  least  to  make  manifest  to  other  minds  how  they  should 

like  Bote — that  the  pecnliarity  of  Scripture  is  believed,  is  guarded,  is  secured  in 

inert  inn  with  these  views.     However,  what  was  wanting  in  that  point  in  the 

Mtlele  "  Bible,"  Professor  Smith  undertook  to  supply  in  the  answer  to  the  libel, 

Utt  defenee,  and  the  second  defence  in  answer  to  the  amended  libel,  and  with  the 

elect  of  aatiafying  aome  of  the  brethren,  and  not  satisfying  others.     The  case  went 

te  libel  in  deference  to  Professor  Smith's  insisting  on  a  libel — a  step  which  I  have 

ilwaya  repotted,  though  I  acquiesced  in  it  at  the  time — as  having  prejudiced  in 

firiooi  waya  the  right  dealing  with  the  case.     When  that  libel  was  going  through, 

MBe  of  aa  who  hold,  and  have  publicly  stated  that  we  hold,  some  of  Professor 

Saith*!  Tiewa  to  be  dangerous  and  unsettling,  were  not  able  to  see  that  the  libel  was 

ticlevant  libel  on  aome  of  the  counts  that  were  of  importance.     We  did  not  think  that 

IW  relevancy  of  the  libel  was  clear  enough  to  warrant  the  Church  in  finding  it  rele. 

Tiat,aod  we  were  strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  not  committing  our- 

Mtrei  to  ahot  np  for  the  whole  Church,  and  for  all  its  office-bearers,  alternatives 

tbt  eoold  eoneeivably  be  held  in  connection  with  sound  faith.     Still  we  had  to 

i«k  through  the  libel ;  and  finally,  last  year  the  case  ended,  as  wc  know,  but,  of 

mtwt,  with  a  feeling  of  anxiety,  and  with  a  great  division  of  opinion,  one-half  of 

Iki  Anembly  being  prepared  to  terminate  the  Professor's  connection  with  his  chair, 

wd  the  other  half  believing  the  case  should  end — or  rather  more,  perhaps,  on  the 

Arisioa,  whatever  it  might  be,  aa  to  the  whole  house  believing  that  it  was  euffictent 

ISRitere  the  Professor  with  an  admonition.    In  regard  to  that  decision,  I  have  only 

limy  thiiy  that,  of  course,  it  was  absolutely  authoritative  as  putting  an  end  to  the 

M  and  to  all  proceedings  on  that  line  with  reference  to  Professor  Smith's  previous 

piblieatUma.     That,  of  course,  was  true,  otherwise  the  circumstances  of  the  decision 

vvtBotaiiehaa  to  give  it  a  very  great  weight  of  authority,  simply  from  the  division 

if  opiakNi  and  the  circumstances  of  the  vote.     Now,  Moderator,  I  am  sorry  to  have 

eeeapled  ao  mneh  time  with  this  review ;  but  it   seemed  to  me  to  be  necessary. 

^Applaaaa.)    And  now  we  come  to  the  appearance  of  the  article,  **  Hebrew  Linguage 

lad  litentare,"  of  which  Professor  Smith  has  told  us  that  he  had  prepared  it  for 

lablieatioB  before  last  Assembly — in  the  end  of  the  year  previous.     He  had  intended 

nieipeetad  that  it  would  be  ready,  and  he  thought  it  was  likely  to  be  publiishid 

Usre  the  meeting  of  Assembly.     I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  he  made  that 

mtUmtnL    Here,  then,  we  have  Professor  Smith  approaching  the  public  again  on 

Ml  qaeation  which  had  made  so  much  stir  in  his  Church.     He  approaches  them  from 

lb  Mrna  organ  aa  before,  and  in  circumstances  that  were  sure  to  lead  men  to  fasten 

■pmUa  statement  with  special  inquisitiveness.    And  what  do  we  find?     We  find 

Mbataatially  the  same   convictions  and  views  restated — restated  with  not  less 

Iniaihiiii  force  and  decision,  aa  ascertained  results  of  science — we  find  as  much 

fteedoB  in  exhibiting  the  action  of  the  human  forces  which,  according  to  Pro- 

ienor  Smith'a  view,  were  active  in  moulding  the  Bible  in  its  present  shape,  of  course, 

u  ha  belieTea  in  the  guidance  of  Divine  Providence  and  not  without  the  working  of 

Ike  Spirit  of  inapiration,  and  we  find — I  am  in  the  judgment  of  the  Assembly  whether 

thil  ia  troe— we  find  aa  much  want  of  care  as  in  the  previous  article  to  vindicate 

Utk  in  the  Divine  pecnliarity,  or  to  ahow  how  that  is  to  be  maintained  on  these 

l«ma.    There  have  been  statements,  and  very  authoritative  statements,   as   to 

imverenee  and  other  thinga.    For  my  part,  I  shall  pass  these  by.    I  wish  to  intro- 

dace  ao  element  of  pain,  and  nothing  of  which  there  can  be  a  fair  and  reasonable 
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doubt  I  wish  to  explain  what  I  mean  with  reference  to  what  I  regard  aa  the 
character  of  this  article,  as  it  has  been  reported  on  and  brought  before  us  from  tbo 
Commission.  Profeissor  Smith  has  stated  tliat  he  thought  it  liia  duty  to  restate  his 
convictions  which  it  was  already  known  to  the  Church  he  held.  He  knew  that  sneh 
views  had  been  judically  treated  as  relevant  in  the  libel,  on  at  least  one  count. 
Considering  these  views  to  be  dangerous  and  unsetlling,  the  Church,  imperilled  not 
a  little  by  the  divisions  in  some  of  its  interests,  was  in  process  of  dealing  with  the 
case,  in  process  of  trying  to  find  its  way  to  a  solution  along  the  lines  of  the  proeesa 
which  Professor  Smith  bad  claimed  at  its  hands,  and  in  these  circumstaneea  Profeabor 
Smith  thought  it  suitable  to  adopt  this  method  and  manner  of  restating  his  convic- 
tions to  the  general  public,  without  awaiting  the  result  of  the  process,  in  which  hid 
position  was  perfectly  understood,  and  in  which  the  question  was  whether  the  Choreh, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  he, on  the  other,  could  come  to  an  understanding.  Bnt,  Moderator, 
in  addition  to  that  which,  I  must  remark,  is  very  extraordinary,  even  if  Professor 
Smith  was  to  restate  his  convictions  to  the  public,  and  even  if  he  was  persuaded 
that  these  convictions,  however  they  might  strike  a  number  of  minds,  were  reeon* 
cilable  with  every  interest  which  a  Christian  and  believing  man  is  concerned  to 
sustain,  there  is  more  to  be  said  : — he  having  stumbled  his  brethren,  eren  if  hit 
brethren,  in  his  opinion,  were  behind  the  age  in  being  stumbled — that  was,  at  all 
events,  a  proof  that  large  sections  of  the  Christian  public  would  be  stumbled,  it  wu 
surely  proof  that  for  many  minds  the  means  of  maintaining  the  faith  on  the  eriticil 
conditions  that  he  supplied  would  not  be  ready  at  liand.  Surely  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  that  should  be  the  case.  The  harmony  between  these  advanced  riews  and  faitto 
had  not  been  expounded  in  this  country.  I  do  not  know  of  any  of  our  Bible  dic- 
tionaries in  which,  in  the  writings  of  men  regarded  as  orthodox  in  this  country,  it 
had  been  put  before  the  public  mind  as  yet  how  faith  in  the  divine  aothority  and 
inspiration  of  the  Scripture  was  to  be  maintained  in  oonneetion  with  the  critical 
view  which,  no  doubt  suggested  to  many — ignorantly  aa  Professor  Smith  thinks — 
that  much  about  the  Bible,  in  its  gravest  aspects,  was  the  result  of  causes  fortoitoos 
and  accidental. 

Kow,  surely  In  these  circumstances  there  was  very  grave  reason  for  Profenor 
Smith  being  most  considerate  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  to  treat  this  snbjeci  in 
the  fresh  statement.  We  were  told  that  in  the  first  article  Professor  Smith  had  not 
been  aware  of  the  state  of  mind  with  which  he  liad  to  deal.  We  were  told  that,  on- 
aware  of  it,  he  had  selected  a  form  of  publication  and  a  channel  in  which  it  was  not 
open — and  he  had  not  then  thought  of  the  necessity  of  providing  thai  it  should  be 
open  to  him  to  treat  the  matter  on  these  altered  terms.  And  when  tills  Is  the  case» 
he  chose  the  same  medium  and  the  same  style  of  treatment  both  as  to  his  convic- 
tions and  as  t-o  the  manner  of  their  statement.  We  have  the  article  lannched  upon 
the  world,  and  launched  upon  the  Church.  Now,  it  is  not  for  me  to  act  myself  up 
as  a  judg^  and  censor,  but  I  must  say  that  I  do  regard  this  as  the  most  extraordi- 
nary thing  in  the  circumatances,  and  with  reference  to  the  conditions  I  have  atated^ 
that  it  is  possible  to  conceive.  Moderator,  I  do  not  think  that  Professor  Smithy  and 
those  with  whom,  perhaps,  the  preservation  of  Professor  Smith's  services  to  the 
Church  is  so  much  in  the  foreground — and  I  do  not  wonder  at  it — that  they  cannot 
look  much  at  other  things,  but  I  do  not  think  that  they  liave  realiaed  the  disappoint* 
ment  and  vexation — the  legitimate  disappointment  and  vexation — (hear,  hear) — ^the 
sheer  sinking  of  the  heart  with  which  tiiat  article  waa  received.  (Hear,  hear.)  It 
haa  been  spoken  of  as  an  opportunity  grasped  at — as  an  opportunity  some  men  nuy 
have  grasped  at  it — but  surely,  in  the  case  of  many  of  us,  it  was  one  of  those  bitter 
disappointments  that  are  not  soon  forgotten.  (Hear,  hear.)  This,  then,  was  the 
revelation  of  the  state  and  attitude  of  m'md  in  which  Professor  Smith  was  towards 
the  difficulties  of  thought,  or  towards  those  questions,  and  towards  the  Church  and 
the  Church's  anxieties  in  particular,  that  were  so  Bmply  manifested,  and,  aa  I  should 
say,  BO  forcibly  represented  through  these  years  to  Professor  Smith.  But,  Moderator, 
I  have  one  thing  more  to  say  with  regard  to  this  article.  It  was  a  restatement  of 
Professor  Smith's  convictions,  or  included  a  restatement  of  them,  so  far  aa  the  pur. 
poses  of  that  article  seemed  to  him  to  require  it.  But  it  appears  to  me,  on  the 
evidence  of  some  of  the  quotations  that  are  supplied  in  the  report,  that  in  this 
article,  when  we  look  into  it,  we  are  forced  to  see  Iresh  questions  arising. 

And  really^  Moderator,  that  was  one  of  the  causee  that  induced  me  at  the  outset 
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It  coukUr  yeiy  eanietUj  whether  one  might  not  make  a  desperate  attempt  to  get 

tk  Choreh  to  look  at  the  article  aa  not  written,  and  shut  its  eyes  resolutely  and 

get  pist  it     Bat  if  you  are  to  look  at  the  article  it  appears  to  me  that  you  see  in 

ibt  srtide  fireah  qaeations  ariaing.    Yon  see  in  it  increased  strength  and  trenchancy 

•f  itatament  in  regard  to  matters  which  I  am  willing  to  treat  as  minor  matters ; 

It  la  regard  to  some  of  the  books  of  the  canon,  which  may  be  held  to  admit  of 

iMM  debalfl  as  to  the  precise  view  to  be  taken  of  them,  and  the  precise  way  in 

tUeh  qoeationa  aboot  them  are  to  be  dealt  with.     But  what  appeared  to  me — and  it 

•u  the  thing  that  struck  me  most  in  the  article,  although  it  was  by  no  means  the 

Mtstasding  feature  of  it — what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  really  serious  business 

abeat  it  as  compared  with  the  preTious  one,  was  that  it  appeared  to  me  from  that 

uMe,  when  we  were  forced  to  look  at  it,  it  would  come  out  necessarily  from  it  that 

It  wire  in  for  all  the  questions  connected  with  the  date  of  the  Levitical  legislation. 

It  VH  Bot  prominent  in  that  article,  but  I  decidedly  formed  the  impression  that 

Ilii  change  had  taken  place.    In  the  previous  article  the  question  about  the  date  of 

Ihe  Leriiieal  legislation  was  problematically  stated 

Pioie»or  SMITH— Within  certain  limits. 

PkiBdpal  RAlNY^mthincerUin  limits,  that  is  to  say,  Professor  Smith  clearly 
■Id  thai  not  all  LeTitical  laws  were  given  by  Moses,  and  he  held  that  some  of  them 
wiie  sr  might  be  rery  late  indeed.  Still  as  to  the  theory  that  it  was  as  late  as  the 
liile— as  to  the  characteristic  features  of  it,  as  to  the  conception  that  prevailed  in 
k,  ss  to  the  conception  of  divine  worship  contained  in  it — that  was  stated  proble- 
■aiieaDj  only.  Ue  did  not  commit  himself  to  it ;  he  did  not  ask  others  to  commit 
theaaslves  to  it ;  and,  so  far  as  the  counts  in  the  libel  related  to  that  matter,  I 
tisaiisfd  it  from  my  mind,  because  1  did  not  consider  what  Professor  Smith  aaid 
m  that  Bobjeei  waa  sufficient  to  call  upon  us  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  a  serious 
ny.  But  it  appeared  to  me  that  in  this  article  there  were  evidence  that  Professor 
ftnHhs  mind  had  gravitated  towards  or  landed  in  the  conclusion  that  that  alterna- 
tive was  to  be  embraced — that,  in  the  sense  I  have  stated,  the  Levitical  legislation 
■Bit  be  aeeepted  aa  late,  and  then  those  questions  were  fairly  rising — in  the  first 
ibee,  what  effect  upon  theology — what  effect  upon  your  conception  of  the  dealings 
tf  Ood  with  man  this  reversal  of  the  order  of  things  as  heretofore  understood  hast 
Whst  is  the  effect  of  bringing  down  the  Levitical  legislation  so  late  1  Bot  very 
ipedally  what  is  the  effect  on  your  views  of  the  historicity  of  the  books  that  con- 
Maad  that  legislation—  (hear,  hear) — not  merely  in  so  far  as  regards  the  phrase, 
*Ths  hatd  spake  unto  Moses,"  important  as  that  is,  but  as  regards  the  representa- 
tiiBs  pervading  the  Licvitical  Elohistic  document,  if  we  are  to  distinguish  that 
^seamenty  the  representations  pervading  that  document  as  to  what  went  on  in  the 
vUdcmeas,  and  as  to  the  connection  of  what  went  on  in  the  wilderness  with  the 
liiaelples  of  the  LiCvitical  legislation  ?    (Hear,  hear.) 

Hew,  I  regard  that  question  as  a  far  more  serious  and  arduous  difficulty  to  deal 
with  thaa  the  qoeation  of  Deuteronomy.  I  could  get  through  that  question  of 
Dealareasmy,  however  dangerous  and  unsettling  I  might  think  the  method  adopted 
Aighi  be^  bat  I  regard  this  question  as  to  the  date  of  the  Levitical  legislation  as  a 
men  aerioiis  question.  But  what  I  am  asking  the  Assembly  to  consider  is  this. 
I  aai  imputing  nothing  to  Professor  Smith.  I  speak  as  not  knowing  what  the 
spiaifflis  of  Profeasor  Smith  might  be  at  the  writing  of  that  article ;  but  I  say  it  was 
dear  enough  that  these  qnestioos  were  rising  and  coming  forward ;  that  we  had 
esse  to  laee  qneations  of  gravity ;  and  that  in  these  circumstances  we  had  fresh 
tiSealties  and  fresh  anxieties  to  face — new  prospects  rising,  and  the  prospect  of 
eeiking  through  them.  Now,  this  is  the  state  of  things  in  which  we  find  ourselves 
St  the  end  of  five  years.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  itself — this  complication  of  the 
esavietioiks  atated,  of  the  manner  of  stating  them — of  the  persistency  and  the  aggra- 
am  not  speaking  of  moral  aggravations,  or  aggravations  of  culpa,  but  the 
intensity  and  perplexity  of  the  problem  raised  for  us — these  are  the  circum- 
that  really  raise  the  question  of  continuing  to  entrust  the  training  of  students 
la  Professor  Smith.     (Applause.) 

Now,  Moderator,  it  appears  to  me  that,  in  the  case  of  a  professor,  the  Church 
km  a  direet  responsibility  by  her  appointment,  by  the  kind  of  work  directly  before 
the  whole  Chnreh  she  eotrusts  to  him,  by  the  responsibility  in  the  public  eye  for 
his  position  and  his  proceedings;  and  however  true  it  may  be  that  any  question  of 

if 
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doctrine,  u  it  arises  in  a  professor,  is  strictly  sifted  by  libel,  if  you  are  to  deal  with 
the  mioisterial  character  —with  the  fitness  of  the  man  to  continue  to  be  an  office- 
bearer  or  a  member  of  the  Chorch,  or  to  occupy  on  that  ground  the  position  of  s 
professor — while  that  is  true,  wliat  you  hsTc  here,  I  repeat,  is  a  very  complicsied 
state  of  things.  There  are  opinions  aboat  which  there  may  be  differences  as  to  the 
Tiew  to  be  taken  by  them,  simply  on  the  question  how  far  and  within  what  limit 
opinions  of  that  kind  are  consistent  with  our  ?iews  of  what  is  due  to  Holy  Scripture^ 
But,  besides  that,  there  is  the  whole  problem  raised  for  us  by  the  manner  of  dealing 
with  these  qaestions  that  I  hare  touched  upon,  and  by  our  experience  of  the  way  ia 
which  questions  of  this  kind,  and  the  perplexities  attending  them,  are  mulUpljriag 
on  our  hand.  ' 

Now,  Hoderator,  one  Tcry  strong  impression  has  been  produced  on  my  mind  in 
this  action,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  to  our  settling  the  question  as  to  what  is 
consistent  with  the  position  of  our  office-bearers  generally.  I  am  couTinced  that  s 
large  measure  of  the  difficulties  and  entanglements,  and  more  than  that,  the  pressure 
on  the  conscience  and  the  exasperation  that  has  been  connected  with  this  matter, 
has  been  connected  with  it  just  through  the  question  being  raised  in  the  form  of 
maintaining  or  not  maintaining  a  professor  as  our  representatire  in  dealing  with 
students.  The  cTidence  of  that  lies  in  the  history  of  the  proceedings  which  I  hsre 
briefly  gone  through.  Then  I  feel  that  this  state  of  things  greatly  endangen  the 
maintenance  of  a  reasonable  liberty  in  the  Church.  I  hare  been  asked.  What  is  it 
yon  meant  According  to  your  motion  Professor  Smith  is  declared  to  be  no  longer 
entrusted  with  the  training  of  the  students  for  the  ministry.  Do  you  suppose  that 
will  bring  the  questions  to  an  end,  and  suppress  the  diyersities  and  tendency  of  the 
judgment  on  important  matters  in  this  Church!  Ko,  Hoderator,  I  do  not  soppois 
it.  I  belicTe  there  are  diyersities  of  judgment,  and  questions  to  be  raised  that  are 
far  from  being  free  from  difficulty.  1  know,  too,  that  many  men,  who  will  Tote 
against  my  motion  to-dsy,  and  who  perhaps  on  certain  questions  have  been  led  to 
deal  with  them  with  some  speciality,  are  men  as  loyal  to  Christ,  and  who  with  the 
desire  of  sll  their  hearts  do  serve  Christ  and  do  Christ's  work,  as  any  man  in  this 
Church.  (Applause.)  And  I  will  say  to  some  of  those  who  will  vote  for  my  motion 
to-day,  that  in  all  subsequent  dealings  and  proceedings  you  will  act  according  to 
your  conviction  of  truth  and  duty ;  but  unless  yon  take  it  that  men  who  differ  from 
you  in  this  Church — there  are  unsatisfactory  men  in  all  churches,  we  know  it  well — 
but  unless  you  take  it  that  many  of  those  who  differ  from  you  are  as  loyal  and 
devoted  to  the  faith  and  service  of  Christ,  as  genuine  and  as  hearty  believers  who 
have  given  themselves  to  Christ  in  fsith  and  love  as  you  are,  if  you  do  not  entertain 
and  cherish  that  conviction,  yon  mistake  the  position  in  which  God  has  placed  jon, 
you  mistake  the  problem  God  has  given  you  to  solve.  But  just  because  I  feel  that^ 
all  the  more  I  feel  there  is  danger  in  the  Church,  under  the  influence  of  a  legitimate 
feeling,  I  will  call  it,  that  she  had  no  reason  to  expect,  and  she  has  not  a  right  to 
be  called  upon  placidly  to  accept  and  to  continue  to  tolerate,  shall  I  say,  the  course 
that  has  been  pursued  in  this  case,  as  described  in  the  motion,  by  one  in  the  special 
position  that  the  responsibilities  of  a  professor,  all  the  more  on  that  account  the 
Church  is  in  danger  of  being  driven  to  deal  rashly  and  in  a  trenchant  manner  with 
the  wider  and  much  more  important  questions  to  which  I  have  referred.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  hold  that  the  Church  is  not  in  circumstances  to  decide  to  do  what 
we  are  so  often  called  upon  to  do,  to  look  fairly  and  calmly  at  these  questions  on 
their  merits,  and  decide  our  final  and  conclusive  position  upon  them,  until  we  get 
disentangled  somehow  from  this  element,  which,  to  my  mind,  fatally  complicates 
the  whole  poaition.  Then,  I  must  say  I  do  hold  that  teaching  like  this,  and  an 
Attitude  like  this,  if  the  Church  is  simply  to  tolerate  and  to  take  no  action,  will  be 
inevitably  miaunderstood,  will  lead  to  the  Church  being  misconstrued,  will  give  sn 
impulse  in  a  direction  of  loose  and  large  views  about  Scripture  which  tlus  Chnrch 
ought  not  to  consent  to  have  connected  with  her  name. 

We  are  sometimes  called  upon,  Moderator,  to  say,  we  are  sometimes  called  upon 
to  acknowledge,  that  what  is  traditional  merely,  ought  to  be  open.  Traditions  may 
be  good  or  bad.  We  may  hold  traditions  to  be  goc^,  but  mere  traditional  views  we 
cannot  impose  upon  other  people,  either  ministers  or  professors.  We  may  regret  if 
they  do  not  hold  some  of  the  traditions  which  we  may  think  capable  of  being  proved 
and  good ;  bat  at  all  events,  it  wiU  never  do  to  force  them.   Well,  to  a  large  extent^ 
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mhMj,  I  respond  to  that^  and  there  are  many  points  on  which  some  friends  in 
1km  hooss  woold  make  a  strong  stand,  but  on  which  I  would  not  make  a  itanu 
JHt  for  that  reason.  Bat,  then,  I  clearly  see,  if  you  are  to  take  that  attitude  in 
tUiesse,  then  yoa  take  it  on  the  ground  that  you  commit  yourself  to  the  view  that 
hn  points  which  are  brought  into  the  question  by  Professor  Smith  are  traditional 
■i|y.  li'owy  supposing  that  you  are  not  prepared  to  come  to  a  conclusion  about  all 
f  iktm^  some  of  them  you  may  be  prepared  to  come  to  a  conclusion  about.  I 
Btainly  think  that  it  is  a  serious  matter  to  be  called  upon  in  connection  with  one 
Mspying  the  eonspicuous  position  of  a  professor  to  declare,  as  in  that  case  you  do, 
>  all  the  world  that  you  are  prepared  to  hold  all  these  matters  to  be  mere  questions 
m§i  traditional  riews,  for  some  of  them  seem  to  go  much  deeper.     Because  really 

It  this  question  that  comes,  whether  what  is  proposed  is  an  interpretation  of 
aiptere  namtiTe,  or  a  critical  reconstruction  which  is  substituted  for  the  Scrip- 
m  nanmiiTe.  If  so,  is  that  a  mere  question  about  traditional  views  1  I  use  that 
iaitntioii  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  weight  and  the  anxiety  of  the  responsi- 
litiea  which  are  pressing  on  the  mind  of  men  in  this  connection.    Kow,  I  see  that 

Dr.  Wbyte's  motion  the  alternative  is  proposed  of  a  libel — a  possible  libel — if  a 
■Mitlee  ahall  find  that  there  is  material  for  the  Kbel.  Now,  Moderator,  I  will 
ilj  reptai  my  objection  to  that.  One  of  my  objections  is,  that  it  seems  to  me  to 
ii  the  two  questions  together,  the  two  questions  to  which  I  refer.    My  argument 

thai  cirenmatances  arise  at  times  in  which  it  is  important  to  hold  them  apart — 
hfti  is  eonaiatent  with  the  position  of  office-bearers,  and  what  is  questionable,  not 
eiwly  ia  the  opinions  of  a  professor,  but  in  his  manner  of  dealing  with  opinions, 
id  draling  with  minds  about  them,  and  that  persisting  through  years,  and  reiterated 

the  manner  which  has  been  touched  upon — too  questionable  to  make  it  reason- 
!•  or  right  thai  he  ahould  continue  to  occupy  the  position  in  the  Church  to  which 
bsre  referred. 

Well,  Moderator,  the  objection  arises  that  you  must  reach  the  case  by  libel,  or 
m  cannot  reach  it  all.  I  have  tried  to  show  you  shortly,  for  the  sake  of  sparing 
■e  1  have  confined  myself  to  very  general  statements,  and  have  not  given  the 
aipneaa  of  detail  to  many  of  my  representations — I  have  tried  to  show  you  there 

•  glare  complications  in  this  case,  which  a  libel  cannot  dispose  of,  that  they 
vfid  persistent,  that  they  have  become  complicated,  that  they  have  threatened 
fioaa  consequences.  But  what  I  maintain  is,  that  there  is  a  reserve  of  power  in 
m  Aeaemhly  to  remedy  the  state  of  matters  in  which  the  ends  of  the  office  are  not 
sved  and  grave  evils  are  arising.  There  is  a  reserve  of  power  in  the  Assembly  to 
mtdj  that  state  of  matters  by  altering  or  ending  the  arrangements  which  have 
MB  laade.     (Hear,  hear.)    But,  certainly,  it  is  not  a  thing  to  be  done  hastily.     It 

■•i  as  if  this  was  proposed  at  first,  when  we  had  the  difficulties  of  Professor 
■ith*8  ease  hrooght  op,  or  early  in  the  case.  It  has  not  been  done  with  needless 
Akaeey  hnt  I  hold  it  is  of  importance  to  remember  that  there  is  a  reserve  power  in 
tm  AsMkhly  to  ears  for  the  interests  of  the  flock  when  ordinary  means  and  arrange- 
iCBta  cannot  meet  the  case.  But  I  wish  to  be  more  specific  than  this,  and  to  speak 
ipcdaUj  of  a  case  which  is  my  own  case — the  case  of  professors.    It  is  plausible 

•  mj  a  professor  is  like  a  minister,  but  there  are  differences.  The  minister  is  sub- 
cito  many  influences.  He  is  pressed  upon  all  sides  by  the  life  of  the  Church,  by 
m  neeeaaitiea  of  his  position.  On  the  other  hand,  the  professor  is  fulfilling  a  trust 
r  which  he  ia  primarily  and  directly  responsible  to  the  whole  Church  and  to  the 
■CBihly.  Ministers  are  so  many  that  it  would  be  an  unsafe  thing  for  the  Church 
» he  ready  to  interpose  in  their  esse  in  this  manner,  because  you  could  not  secure 
lAdcnt  attention  to  the  case  to  make  sure  that  the  mind  of  the  Church  woold  be 
■ecatraied  opon  it  While  the  professors  are  few  enough,  occupying  a  position 
Bfortant  enough,  and  have  enough  to  secure  that  in  any  case  concerning  them 
^y  will  he  rery  seriously  and  long  considered  to  remove  that  objection.    And  now 

held  that  to  be  in  the  nature  of  colleges  and  professorships  that  there  should 

•  ndi  powers  in  reserve.  I  acknowledge,  as  much  as  you  like,  that  it  should  be 
Ecnised  sparingly  and  exceptionally,  but  I  hold  it  to  be  in  the  nature  of  colleges 
ad  profeaaorships  that   such   powers  should  be  in  reserve.     No  doubt,  it   will 

•  Mid  thai    this  Chnrch  has  never  exercised  such  a  power  in  connection  with 


Welly  the  house  remembers  that  before  the  Disruption  professors  of  divinity,  in 
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▼irto6  of  the  general  arrangement  of  the  Charch,  were  memberi  of  the  gnat  his- 
torical corporatioDB — the  universitiea.  They  were  not  appointed  by  the  Ghareh, 
and  their  responsibility  to  the  Church  was  by  no  means  of  the  direet  and  sole  kiod 
that  obtains  in  the  case  of  oar  professors.  There  was  in  the  nnlTersities  in  the  olden 
times  a  great  want  ofTiaitorial  OTersight;  but  at  all  events,  the  visitorial  power  was 
not  in  the  Church — it  was  in  the  Crown«  It  was  the  Crown  that  was  the  victor  of 
the  uniTersities,  and  whatever  that  power  ought  to  be,  or  whatever  its  limits,  or  how* 
ever  it  should  have  been  exercised,  it  was  not  for  the  Chnrch  to  exercise  it ;  and, 
therefore,  all  that  the  Church  could  do  was  either  to  forbid  her  students  to  attend  a 
professor,  or  to  get  at  him  by  striking  the  foundation  from  the  professor  by  a  libel  thai 
attacked  his  ministerial  character.  Now,  Moderator,  the  visitation  of  colleges  it, 
and  must  be,  wholly  in  the  Assembly,  which  cannot  put  away  its  responsibility ; 
and  it  must  be  exercised  mainly,  not  as  the  Crown  would  do  on  grounds  that  pertain 
to  the  general  community,  but  on  grounds  that  are  theological  and  spiritusL  Bat, 
Moderator,  I  must  say  that,  altogether  apart  from  this  special  case,  and  befors  it 
arose,  it  was  a  matter  to  me  of  some  concern,  the  sort  of  silent  assumption  that 
seemed  to  be  in  the  minds  of  men  that  a  professor — and  I  felt  it  none  the  less  that 
I  was  a  professor  myself — that  a  professor  could  only  be  reached  by  libel — I  felt  Uiat 
assumption  to  be  full  of  danger.  Tiiat  idea  appeared  to  me  to  be  an  evil,  and  an 
evil  that  would  grow,  because  at  one  time  you  had  the  element  of  control  derived 
from  money  from  the  College  collection ;  but,  thanks  to  the  beneficence  of  many 
Christian  people,  we  are  becoming  endowed ;  and,  altogether  apart  from  this  esse, 
and  from  the  present  professors,  I  speak  of  it  as  a  conviction  in  my  mind — and  it 
arose  from  the  fact  that  my  father  waa  a  professor  in  the  (Jniversity  of  Glasgow,  snd 
I  often  had  to  speak  with  him  about  professorships,  and  the  right  way  of  arranging 
abont  them.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  dangerous  thing  that  the  idea  should  be 
accepted  that  professors  should  be  impregnable  to  the  Church  unless  the  Chnrch  was 
prepared  to  attack  them  by  libel.  (Applause.)  No  doubt  that  power  may  be 
abused.     (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.) 

It  may  be  said  that  it  is  better  to  abjure  any  such  power,  because  it  may  be 
abused.  It  may.  Moderator,  but  if  it  is  abused  that  abuse  will  speedily  cure  i4selC 
It  is  a  power  that  will  never  be  exercised  without  difficulty.  The  worst  thing  nbont 
it  will  be  that  it  will  not  be  exercised  when  it  should  be  exercised,  and  in  cases 
which  are  very  far  from  what  I  would  name  on  the  same  day,  with  any  ease  like  the 
esse  of  a  man  whom  I  respect  so  much  as  I  do  Professor  Smith.  That  is  qnite 
true.  Nevertheless,  what  I  say  is  simply  this,  that  if  it  is  capable  of  being  abused, 
or  if  yon  are  afraid  it  is  going  to  be  abused  to-day,  you  will  find  that  very  rapidly  a 
remedy  will  be  applied.  The  world  will  judge ;  the  Chnrch  will  judge ;  the  future 
will  judge ;  and  future  Assemblies  will  judge  with  plenty  of  power,  after  this  excite- 
ment has  calmed  down,  whether  yon  have  made  a  wise  and  reasonable  use  of  this 
power,  or  whether  you  have  done  something  that  requires  to  be  redressed.  I  most 
say  that  I  regard  this  matter  as  of  great  importance,  and  ont  of  a  hundred  instances 
I  will  give  yon  one,  and  I  choose  it  because  nobody  will  suspect  it  of  having  an 
invidious  bearing  on  Professor  Smith.  There  is  nothing  in  Professor  Smith's  ease  to 
anggest  that  what  I  am  now  going  to  say  is  going  to  strike  at  him.  The  inteipre- 
tations  of  texts  is  free  in  this  Church.  We  are  not  tied  to  hold  that  this  or  that 
interpretation  of  particular  texts  is  not  a  misinterpretation.  A  man  may  be  a  pro- 
fessor, and  yet  in  the  interpretation  of  Scripture,  interpret  so  that  every  single  text 
that  supports  the  catholic  doctrine  of  the  Atonement,  and  every  single  text-— or  every 
one  but  one  or  two — that  supported  the  catholic  doctrine  of  the  Trinity — all  thoee 
texts  on  which,  to  the  most  of  men's  minds,  those  doctrines  must  be  supported — are 
made  no  longer  to  support  them ;  and  yet  the  profeesor,  from  the  peculiarity  of  his 
mind,  all  the  time  professing  that  he  holds  those  doctrines  on  some  other  grounds. 
How  could  you  reach  that  man  by  libel  1  because  on  every  separate  text  he  could  plead 
that  he  had  a  right  to  interpret  as  he  had  done.  Is  this  an  imaginary  ease?  It  is 
the  ease  of  Grotius,  who  had  written  for  the  gospel  doctrine  of  the  atonement, 
and  professed  to  be  a  believer  in  the  Trinity,  but  in  the  end  of  his  life,  as  it  appeared 
from  his  interpretations,  seemed  to  interpret  away  wellnigh  every  text  that  went  to 
aupport  these  doctrines.  Tou  conld  not  have  a  more  brilliant  man  than  Qrotios, 
and  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  say  that  Grotius  was  not  a  believing  man  with  all  the 
erron  that  must  be  ascribed  to  him.    Still,  I  ask  yon  again,  how  are  yon  to  reach 
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Ai  ease  of  thfti  min  bj  a  libel  f  I  need  not  tnke  up  the  time  of  the  AsBemblj 
fntber,  bat  whtt  I  wUh  to  taj  iB  this,  that  yon  will  find  many  cases  in  which  there 
kiaoit  of  comnlatiTe  application  of  principles  which  separately  you  cannot  condemn 
m  heretical ;  but  which,  yet  in  the  manner  in  which  they  are  applied,  may  raise 
^oflrtioos  of  grare  importance  for  the  Church. 

Therefore,  1  hold  a  general  power  of  this  kind  rests  with  the  Church ;  but  the 

^oeitioii    retams,  Do  you   think  it  fit  to  use  this  power  in  this  easel      Tee, 

JI«derator,  fiUbers  and  brethren,  think  well  of  that.     I  do  not  wish  to  conceal  the 

foriij  of  it.     It  is  a  rery  gnve  burden  to  my  own  mind.     A  man  who,  with  his 

JuMwn  seholarly  accomplishments,  and  Qod  forl>id  that  I  should  suggest  a  doubt  of 

vhstk  with  my  whole  soul,  I  believe,  who,  with  his  believing  heart,  has  a  power  to 

iapntt  himself  on  the  public  mind  the  most  signal  of  the  whole  staff  of  our  pro- 

ffsenn,  bot,  more  than  that,  a  man  who  tells  that  he  desires  no  other  and  no  better 

thi^g  than  to  aerre  yoa,  and  to  serve  Christ  in  his  professorship.    (Applause.)   And 

thsii  who  eit  around  this  house  do  not  know  so  well  as  many  in  this  house  all  that 

is  implied  in  the  thoughts  and  feelings  that  go  with  that  desire.     Yed,  fathers  and 

bntknOy  Uiink  well  what  you  do.     It  is  a  great  sacrifice  not  to  Professor  Smith 

merely.     It  ia  a  great  sacrifice  to  us.     If  you  doubt  your  power,  do  not  use  it 

(Hear»  hear.)     If  yoa  doubt  whether  there  is  a  case  for  the  exercise  of  your  power» 

do  BOi  aae  it ;  but  if  yon  believe  that  the  case  has  arisen,  has  become  such  a  case — 

a  eomplieation  threatening  grave  and  serious  issues  that  it  is  no  longer  fit  that  even 

thia  prelieaaor  should  be  maintained  in  the  office  which  he  occupies — and  if  yoa 

believe  this  ia  the  right  way  to  care  for  your  souls  and  to  place  the  Church  in  the 

best  position,  thus  deliberately  and  calmly  facing  with  strength  and  patience  all 

thoee  qoesiiona  eo  plainly  in  the  air,  and  so  inevitably  questions  that  remain  to  be 

eonaidered — then,  if  you  think  that,  you  must  act,  and  you  must  take  the  responsi- 

hiiity  and  the  anpopularity  of  your  action.     (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  JOHN  MUIK,  Glasgow  (elder),  seconded  the  motion.  He  regretted  the  dia- 
panging  way  in  which  he  had  heard  the  Highland  ministers  of  the  Church  recently 
speken  of  in  Glasgow.  (Hear,  hear.)  Were  there,  he  asked,  any  ministers  at  the 
Um%  of  the  Dismption  of  whom  the  Church  was  more  proud  than  the  Highland 
■iaisieiB)  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  At  that  time,  were  there  any  elders  that 
the  Cbareb  was  so  proud  of  as  the  Highland  elders  1  (Oh,  oh,  and  applause.)  He 
Ittd  beard  iodieatlons  that  if  a  decision  was  come  to  by  the  Assembly  in  a  direction 
adverse  to  Professor  Smith,  it  would  have  a  sensible  effect  on  the  subscriptions  to 
the  Sostentation  Fand ;  but  he  could  not  think  this  was  meant  in  earnest. 

Dr.  WUYTE,  St.  George's,  Edinburgh,  in  rising  to  submit  the  following  motion, 
of  wUeh  he  gave  notice  the  preceding  evening,  was  received  with  cheers : — "  That 
the  General  Assembly,  having  regard  to  the  overtures  on  its  table  anent  the  case  of 
PrsfcMor  W.  Robertson  Smith,  and  the  volume  recently  published  by  him  in  explana- 
tion ef  his  opinions,  finds  that  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  right  of  every  member  and 
effiee-beaier  of  this  Church,  sgainst  whom  grave  charges  are  brought,  to  be  dealt 
with  eeoititntional ly ,  after  full  investigation,  it  can  adopt  no  course  of  procedure 
which  pngadices  that  right.     But  in  view  of  the  acknowledged  gravity  of  the  issues 
isvoJveid,  and  the  importance  of  jealously  maintaining  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  as 
le  the  anthority  and  inspiration  of  the  Word  of  God,  resolves  to  appoint  a  committee 
lo  eoBsider  maturely  the  writings  of  Professor  W.  It.  Smith,  published  since  last 
isymhlj.  with  power,  if  they  see  cause,  to  prosecute  him  by  libel  before  the  Pros- 
bytoy  of  Aberdeen,  and  in  any  case  to  report  to  next  Assembly."    Dr.  Whyte,  pro- 
easding^  said — Nothing  but  a  constraint  of  conscience  I  could  not  overcome  would 
hate  been  able  to  pUee  me  in  the  position  I  now  occupy.     Had  it  been  possible,  I 
weald  ksTO  sfamnk  from  the  performance  of  this  duty,  but  I  have  not  found  it  possible 
lo  ds  sa.     It  ia  from  no  doubt  of  the  righteousness,  legality,  or  sound  policy  of  my 
■etien  that  I  feel  the  pain  of  my  position  in  moving  it,  but  entirely  from  my  want 
ef  eiperienee  in  this  perilous  kind  of  work,  and  from  want  of  ability  for  it,  and  still 
WMn  from  the  profound  apprehension  of  that  distressing  breach  of  peace  and  love 
thai  too  eommonly  follows  on  such  controversies  as  this.    It  is,  I  trust,  from  these 
ooasideratiooa,  and  from  nothing  ignoble  or  unworthy,  that  I  shrink  from  a  pro- 
aueni  position  in  this  great  providential  trial  to  which  this  house  and  every 
member  of  it  is  this  day  to  be  put.     (Hear,  hear.)     fiut,  sir,  all  thoughts  of  our  own 
fciTstt  eoaTenienee  and  eomforl^  and  all  calculations  as  to  the  result  in  our  position 
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and  relaiioDshipfl,  and  all  apprehenBiona  whaUoeyer  of  what  may  come  to  one's  lelt 
out  of  bis  performance  of  duty,  all  this  most  be  pat  aside,  acmpuloaslj  and  totally 
pat  aside,  except  so  far  aa  all  these  things  may  operate  in  secoring  the  utmost 
wisdom  and  self-restraint,  parity  of  motive,  and  simplicity  of  aim  in  all  ve  say  and 
do.  And  surely  if  we  all  enter  on  this  great  question  in  this  mind  we  may  hope 
that  the  hart  to  oarselves  and  to  oar  cauae  throogh  oar  inexperience,  incompetence^ 
and  imperfection,  will  be  mitigated,  if  not  wholly  aToided.    (Applause.) 

There  is,  sir,  a  large  floating  unformulated  body  of  opinion  in  erery  Choreb — a  large 

floating  body  of  opinion  and  sentiment  that  guides  its  conduct,  shapes  ita  policy,  and 

moulds  its  religions  life,  even  more  than  the  rale  of  &ith  itself,  eren  more  than  the 

creeda  and  formulas  on  which  it  nltimately  and  at  bottom  rests.     This  nebolooa 

body  of  floating  opinions  and  aentiments  fluctuatea  and  ebanges  from  age  to  age, 

and  from  one  period  of  one  man's  life  to  another.    These  currenta  of  sentiments  arise 

in  one  age,  rule  and  guide  the  Church  for  a  generation,  and  they  dissolre,  scatter,  and 

are  lost,  or  pass  orer  into  other  combinations  of  opinion  and  sentiment  in  another  gene* 

ration.    They  are  distinct  from  the  Church's  creed,  sometimes  they  are  quite  apart 

from  it,  if  not  oppoaed  to  it,  but  for  the  time  tbey  oTcrlay  and  obscure  it,  take  its  place, 

and  rule  the  Church's  life  and  thought  in  room  of  it    Now,  it  is  with  this  floating, 

unformulated,  undefined,  unauthorised  body  of  ideas  and  sentiments  that  praeticsl 

Churchmanship  finda  its  greateat  difficulty  in  dealing.     Cborch  leaders  are  put  to 

the  test  not  so  much  in  deTeloping  a  doctrine  or  articulating  a  creed,  as  in  shaping 

and  guiding  this  floating  mass  of  opinion  that  hangs  aroand  the  mind  and  heart  of 

the  Church.    And  it  is  in  de::liag  with  this  state  of  things  that  the  capacity,  the 

integrity,  the  boldness,  the  wisdom,  and  the  true  atatesmanship  of  a  Church  Itadtt 

are  best  tested  and  most  lastingly  approred.    (Applause.)     Now,  air,  it  is  just  with 

such  a  floating  body  of  traditions  and  sentiments  about  the  rule  of  faith  itself  that 

we  are  now  compelled  to  deal.     And  we  must  deal  with  it  in  oorselTes  and  in  others 

with  the  utmost  roTerence,  solicitude,  and  caution,  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  all 

attainable  intelligence  and  thoroughness  on  the  other.    Speaking  broadly,  we  have 

on  the  one  side  in  this  great  eontroversy  the  oonservative  eaution  and  sensitive 

reverence  of  the  Church,  and,  on  the  other,  the  keen,  restless,  insatiable  spirit  of 

modem  critical  inquiry — inquiry,  that  is,  into  the  sundry  times  and  divers  manners 

in  which  God  spake  in  times  past  unto  the  fathers  by  the  prophets.     Not  that  all 

the  caution  and  reverence  is  on  the  one  side,  or  that  all  the  science,  and  scholarship, 

and  sympathy  with  such  things  is  all  on  the  other.    These  graces  and  qualities  of 

mind  are  far  more  common  on  both  sides  than  either  will  readily  believe  of  the 

other.     But,  on  the  whole,  it  may  be  said  that  it  is  the  temporary  hostility  and 

collision  of  these  two  forces  that  has  brought  us  to  the  pass  at  which  we  now  find 

ourselves.    ("  Oh,"  and  applause.)    Principal  Rainy's  motion  articulates  this  cautioo, 

the  solicitude,  the  anxiety — may  I  not  fairly  say  the  timidity,  the  mistrust^  and  the 

panic  that  is  so  natural  to  the  one  state  of  mind — I  apeak  not  of  the  Prtncipara  ova 

mind,  but  of  hia  motion,  and  of  the  mind  of  many  of  his  followers — whereas  tbo 

other  motion  claims  that  the  devout  sentiment  and  solicitude  that  ia  in  the  Church 

ahall  not  persecute  out  of  it  the  faithful  and  diligent  student,  or  be  a  barrier  in  bis 

way  in  seeking  out  the  whole  truth  attainable  concerning  the  past  ways  of  God  with 

His  Church,  and  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  production,  preservation,  and 

transmission  of  the  Word  of  God.    (Applause.) 

This,  then,  is  what  this  mistrustful,  ungenerous,  and  somewhat  panic-stricken 
motion  of  Principal  Bainy  asks  you  to  do.  It  counts  upon  the  timidity,  the  alarm, 
the  excited  traditionary  sentiment  of  this  house,  and  it  asks  the  house  to  artienlate 
its  anxieties  into  an  instrument  of  incision  against  a  representative  of  our  modem 
scholarship  and  research,  and  declare  that  it  is  "  no  longer  safe  or  advantageous 
that  he  should  teach  in  one  of  her  colleges."  (Hear,  hear.)  '*  No  longer  safe.**  I 
think,  sir,  I  have  met  with  something  very  like  that  before  in  the  history  of  this 
always  mismanaged  case.  Yes ;  this  is  an  old  foe  with  a  new  face.  (Laughter.) 
This  ia  the  old  and  well-worn  phrase  of  the  College  Committee,  which  has  been  pro- 
ductive  of  so  much  mischief.  Why  did  the  Principal  not  put  in  the  former  phrase  with 
which  we  are  all  ao  familiar  1  Why  did  he  not  say  that  Professor  Smith's  teaching 
waa  " dangerous  and  unsettling")  The  wording  of  the  aceusation  is  changed,  but 
the  substance  of  the  charge  remains.  But  I  will  not  need  to  change  the  wording  of 
my  former  answer.     When  I  was  asked  to  put  my  name  to  the  College  Committee's 
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itporiekai^g  Professor  Smith's  writings  with  being  "  dangeroas  and  ansettling/'  I 
liid,  In  which  sense  am  I  asked  to  say  that  1  Thejr  hare  not  been  ansettling,  but 
tkt  opposite,  to  me.  (Cheers  in  students'  gallery.)  And  I  said  to  the  Principal 
tbt  1  did  not  think  he  would  say  that  they  had  been  "unsettling"  to  him. 
isd,  if  so,  was  it  not  better  that  those  who  were  "  settled/'  on  some  less  secure 
tMsdstioa  than  he  and  I  stood  on,  the  sooner  that  all  our  friends  in  the  College 
Coamittee  and  out  of  it  were  settled  with  us  the  better  1  Now,  I  say  the  same  this 
Btrsing  to  this  charge  of  Professor  Smith's  work  being  unsafe.  Am  I  to  say  it  has 
MB  onsafe  for  me  1  1  cannot,  for  it  would  not  be  true.  My  acquaintance  with 
Vsfetaor  Smith  both  as  a  friend  and  as  a  writer  has  been  not  only  **  safe,"  but 
MSl  reassnring  to  my  personal  faith,  and  moat  advantageous  to  my  professional 
{sipneot. 

Aad  1  wonld  be  astonished  to  hear  that  any  injury  or  disadvantage  has  come 
» Ike  Principal  from  the  writings  of  Professor  Smith.     Sir,  the  thing  is  impossible 
'•one  wonld  believe  it.    The  thing  is  ridiculous.     Bot  why,  then,  does  the  Prin- 
pal  pass  a  motion  out  of  his  hands  saying  that  his  colleague's  work  is  unsafe  for 

•  CQiareh  t  He  must  mean  ns  to  read  his  motion  in  some  other  than  its  natural 
■M.  He  cannot  mean  ns  to  construe  it  as  an  expression  of  his  experience,  but 
>  *  vaaafiB  "  in  some  other  sense  than  that.  I  can  well  believe,  nay,  one  sees  every 
ly,  that  Professor  Smith's  work  has  been  "  unsafe  "  for  many  of  Principal  Rainy's 
llovcn  to  meddle  with.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laoghter.)  Their  leader's  motion  de- 
tribca  their  case  most  plainly  and  literally,  I  will  not  say  cynically.  ("  Oh.")  It 
IS  been  moat  '*  onsafe  and  disadvantageous  "  for  many  of  them  that  they  ever 
iSffd  of  Professor  Smithes  writings.     But,  then,  that  is  just  what  some  of  us  tried 

Mj  at  the  first  shipwreck  of  this  case  in  the  College  Committee.     We  besought 

•  eommittee  to  issue  an  authoritative  and  reassuring  statement  to  the  people 
ftifyiDg  them  that  Professor  Smith's  peculiar  work  led  him  into  regions  that  the 
Aj  of  oar  devout  but  unlearned  people  would  not  feel  it  safe  to  follow  him  into, 
id  assuring  them  that  whatever  differences  of  opinion  there  were  among  our  com- 
etsBt  men  about  the  questions  raised  in  Professor  Smith's  writings,  yet  that  long 
dare  the  questions  touched  faith  or  life  all  our  theologians  were  at  one,  and  assur- 
ig  them  Uiat  Professor  Smith  occupies  a  distinguished  place  both  for  critical 
Marsbip  and  for  professorial  orthodoxy.  That  was  the  counsel  of  some  of  us. 
lot  other  counsels  prevailed.  Our  people  were  told  by  the  highest  authority  that 
Wessor  Smith's  writings  were  ''dangerous  and  unsettling" — that  is  to  say,  all 
ar  people  who  could  read  his  writings  were  invited  to  read  them  with  this  stigma 
ttached  to  them ;  and  those  who  could  not  intelligently  read  them — to  which 
bas  Btne-tenths  of  our  people  belong — they  were  authorised  to  hold  his  name  in 
sqiielon  if  not  in  horror  as  that  of  a  "dangerous  and  unsettling"  teacher.  That 
epatt,  and  reports  bred  out  of  it,  and  therefore  made  like  unto  it,  have  been  doing 
heir  Biaehievous  work  for  years,  and  Principal  Rainy's  promised  majority  to-day  is 
iTfriiy  the  result  of  that  temporising,  unwise,  and  unsettling  report  of  the  College 
/saouttee.     (Applause.) 

As  to  Professor  Smith's  work  in  his  chair  being  '*  disadvantageous  "  to  the 
ftareh,  I  will  only  ask,  in  these  days  of  onsettlement  and  doubt,  when  all  our  halls 
nw  time  to  time  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  some  of  their  ablest  students,  I  say, 
I  reply  to  that  I  will  only  ask.  Has  the  Church  lost  any  of  her  students  through 
Wessor  Smith's  "unsafe"  and  "unsettling"  teaching  1  or,  retaining  them — are 
Im  students  of  Aberdeen,  who  have  most  deeply  taken  on  Professor  Smith's  im- 
CMS,  taming  out  incompetent,  heterodox,  or  unevangelical  ?  Are  they  not  rathei 
iH|lienoas  in  their  generation  for  scholarship,  loyalty,  and  an  earnest  spirit? 
Isielyy  fathers  and  brethren  will  not  disdain  to  hear  such  things  said  about  the  in- 
IsMcs  of  one  of  their  brethren  I  Surely,  if  such  things  can  be  said,  and  cannot 
e  disproved — surely  a  generous  hope  might  yet  be  entertained  that  some  way,  short 
fsa  indecent  and  unlawful  violence,  might  be  found  of  dealing  with  such  a  servant. 
Ipplanse.)  Listen  to  your  own  sons  as  they  come  forward  to  give  their  testimony 
lib  well-deaerved  and  characteristic  generosity  to  their  teacher : — ''  When  any 
Bportant  doctrine  came  under  notice,  he  carefully  traced  its  development  through 
1  the  Seriptares,  and  pointed  out  its  connection  with  and  influence  on  other 
tetiinea.  On  such  occasions  we  were  often  treated  to  what  most  of  us  valued 
Tj  highly — a  short  excursus  on  the  dogmatic  expression  of  the  doctrine.    This 
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QBaallj  happened  in  the  case  of  those  doetrinoB  that  are  known  as  GalTiiilaUe. 
At  such  times  we  could  not  bat  mark  with  admiration  how  free  he  was  of  ihe 
Bcholastie  method,  and  how  fresh  snd  living  the  doctrines  became  in  his  hands  sa  ha 
showed  OS  not  merely  the  necessitj  of  their  place  in  the  system  of  theology,  but 
also  how  they  took  bold  of  the  Christian  consciousness  and  heart  Some  of  ns  can 
testify  that  these  doctrinal  expositions  were  the  means  of  removing  fislse  impres- 
sions, and  overcoming  scepticism,  and  giving  us  such  an  insight  into  the  truth 
and  value  of  the  Calvinistic  doctrines  that  what  we  had  once  been  dissatisfied 
with  and  doubtful  of,  while  we  knew  them  only  in  the  strictly  dogmatic  form,  be- 
came loved  truths  and  channels  of  spiritual  health  to  us  when  expounded  by  him. 
In  all  his  Aberdeen  teaching  there  appeared  not  a  vestige  of  ground  for  the  sospieion 
that  he  was  in  the  slightest  degree  out  of  harmony  with  the  Calvinism  of  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith.  Appearances  were  all  the  other  way.  It  was  commonly  remsrked 
among  us  that  on  these  points  he  was  unusually  conservative.  Some  of  ns  wonld 
have  been  only  too  glad  to  have  had  some  countenance  for  a  little  seepttciam  from 
such  a  professor,  but  he  taught  us  that  the  truth  was  more  wholesome.  He  ex- 
pounded the  doctrines  of  grace  con  amove,  and  with  the  unhesitating  assurance  of 
one  who,  having  no  doubts  whatever  about  them,  had  given  them  the  place  of  honour 
in  his  heart.  He  so  expounded  them,  alike  on  their  divine  and  on  their  human  aide^ 
that  the  sovereignty  of  God  was  upheld  to  the  uttermost^  and  the  dootrinea  shown  to 
be  true  to  the  name  given  them,  and  full  of  grsciousness  to  man.**  (Applause.)  So 
much  as  to  the  "  disadvantage  **  of  Professor  Smith's  teaching  in  one  of  yoor  eol- 
leges.  Among  other  extraordinary  and  misleading  statements  in  this  motion,  I 
most  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  and  most 
misleading,  that  statement,  namely.  In  which  the  Professor  is  charged  with  a 
"  singular  insensibility  to  his  responsibilities  as  a  theological  Professor."  Why,  sir, 
it  is  the  very  opposite  of  that  that  is  the  simple  and  literal  truth.  I  have  often 
charged  Professor  Smith  to  his  &ce  with  the  opposite  fault — an  absolutely  morbid 
sensibility  to  what  he  considers  his  responsibilities  in  your  chair.  Sir,  had  my  learned 
and  labonr-loving  friend  had  less  sensibility  to  his  responsibilities,  we  had  not  been 
in  this  trouble ;  but,  then,  neither  would  we  have  had  the  noble  opportunity  we  have 
this  day  of  taking  a  foremost  place  among  the  free,  learned,  and  evangelical  Chmehes 
of  modern  Christendom. 

It  has  long  been  a  complaint  sgainst  Scotland  and  the  Free  Chnreh,  that  though 
she  has  preaching  and  pastoral  work  at  a  higher  level  perhaps  than  any  other  of 
the  Churches  of  the  Reformation,  yet  that  her  theological  science,  her  fresh  and 
active  scholarship,  are  nowhere.  I  am  not  able  to  estimate  at  its  proper  value  the 
work  Professor  Smith  has  done,  nor  can  I  predict  what  he  may  do  in  the  time  to 
come ;  but  this  I  can  and  must  say,  that,  with  most  serupulons  loyalty  to  your  con- 
fessional position  and  evangelical  sentiment,  he  has  won  for  himself  a  hearing  wher- 
ever Biblical  learning  is  pursued  throughout  the  Church  of  Christ.  How,  Uien,  in 
the  name  of  truth  and  decency,  can  you  accuse  such  a  man  before  the  eyes  of 
the  world  of  "  singular  insensibility  to  his  responsibilities  as  a  theological  pro- 
fessor," when  at  home  his  fidelity  to  duty  and  truth  is  as  well  known  as  his  name 
is  becoming  famous  abroad  for  his  fresh  and  original  treatment  of  hitherto  un- 
solved problems  in  Biblical  science  1  There  may  be  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
the  best  way  of  discharging  professorial  responsibilities^  but  surely  Professor  Smith 
has  shown  sensibility  enough  in  connection  with  his  professorial  opportunities. 
When  I  read  that  extraordinary  charge,  the  saying  of  a  wily  old  diplomatiat  esme 
to  my  mind — "  If  you  wish  to  injure  a  man  you  should  say  what  is  probable  as  well 
as  what  is  true."  The  next  charge  this  motion  brings  against  Professor  Smith  has 
much  more  show — much  more  superficial  show  of  truth  and  accuracy  about  it  Ha 
is  charged  next  with  a  "  culpable  lack  of  sympathy  with  the  reasonable  anxieties 
of  the  Church." 

I  am  not  here  to  defend  or  apologise  for  all  things  that  may  hare  helped  to 
make  Professor  Smith  obnoxious  to  some  of  his  brethren.  He  has  the  vices,  no 
doubt — we  all  have — he  has  the  vices  that  accompany  his  intellectual  and  monl 
virtues.  He  has  the  temper  thst  is  always  ready  to  be  generated  in  a  temperament 
like  his.  He  has  not  always  had  a  bridle  in  his  mouth  when  his  opponents  were 
before  him.  All  that  is  no  doubt  true,  but  let  him  who  has  always  shown  sympathy 
with  the  anxieties  of  his  foes  cast  the  first  stone  at  the  Inonlpated  professor.    I  esa- 
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,  Bor  will  I  keep  the  clothes  of  them  who  do  1  (Applaase.)  Professor 
f  potiiblj  hmre  thought  that  what  this  motion  coolly  calls  **  the  reason- 
etics  of  the  Church  "  were,  in  the  first  place,  not  the  anxieties  of  the 
» §Xi,  but  were  the  anxieties  of  a  more  or  less  large  section  of  the  Church ; 
ifty  hare  also  thought  that  those  anxieties  were  in  many  cases  most 
I  mud  unreasonable.  Now,  if  these  were  his  opinions  and  positions,  I  must 
L  an  compelled  to  agree  with  him.  (Applause.)  These,  then,  are  fair 
I  of  the  reasonings  by  which  you  are  led  up  to  the  motion  that  pledges 
I  who  Totes  for  it  to-night  to  turn  out  Professor  Smith  on  Thursday  with- 
J.  And  let  ail  men  consider  well  how  far  their  rote  reaches.  If  you  rote 
Mtion  yon  do  what  you  can  to  establish  a  precedent  for  turning  out  of 
piofessor  or  minister,  howerer  orthodox  in  doctrine  and  blameless  in  life, 
iwnd  that  he  is  "  insensible  to  what  his  neighbours  think  his  responsi- 
Br ihowa  "lack  of  sympathy"  with  them.  If  this  unprecedented  motion 
moon  unfortunately  carried,  it  will  not  be  long  before  it  is  looked  back  on 
ne  ftod  repudiation.  It  will  stand  in  the  history  of  the  Church  a  bitter 
IS  to  how  able  and  earnest  men  may  be  plunged  into  perplexities,  and 
raj  into  unrighteous  and  irreco?erable  courses  through  their  rery  anxiety 
Ofd  of  Ood.    (Applause.) 

rtke  motion  I  lay  on  your  table  it  speaks  for  itself.  And  I  will  only  add 
!■  in  putting  it  into  your  hands.  I  claim  your  intelligent  and  just  support 
tk«o  reasons : — First,  Because  it  makes  for  peace,  in  that  it  confines  itself 
I  ■oeeasary  to  maintain  constitutional  liberty  without  adding  anything  that 
tko  effect  of  foreclosing  legitimate  action  on  the  part  of  fathers  and  brethren 
ligtntly  and  conscientiously  object  to  Professor  Smith's  doctrine.  Secondly, 
tUa  motion  directs  special  attention  to  Professor  Smith's  fullest  and 
fctaianees,  and  thus  makes  it  possible  for  future  discussion  to  be  funda- 
nal,  and  complete.  Third,  Because  this  motion  proyides  for  committing 
■ion  of  this  whole  matter  into  the  hands  of  the  most  learned,  most  trusted, 
4  men  in  the  Church,  in  the  prayer  and  hope  that,  by  the  Dirine  blessing, 
1  peaeefnl  issue  may  be  found  out  of  our  present  perplexity. 
leinaion,  air,  I  repeat  my  most  solemn  belief  that  the  motion  it  is  my 
priFilege  to  lay  on  your  table  this  morning  opens  up  to  you  the  only  safe, 
,  and  lasting  settlement  of  this  great  question.  You  cannot  arrest  the 
i  of  mind  in  Christendom  of  which  these  inculpated  writings  are  an  out- 
Lad  this  moFcment  of  the  theological  mind  been  confined  to  Professor  Smith 
■dftil  of  German  or  Germanised  scholars  like  himself,  you  might  haye 
t  or  arrested  its  progress  in  your  Church.  But  the  morement  is  not  of 
1^  are  rather  of  it  They  are  its  children,  and  they  cannot  but  be  its 
fMhers  and  brethren,  the  world  of  mind  does  not  stand  still.  And  the 
•1  mind  will  stand  still  at  its  peril.  No  man  who  knows,  or  cares  to  know, 
of  my  personal  sympathies  and  intellectual  and  religious  leanings  will 
•  of  dialoyalty  to  the  Calrinistic,  Puritan,  and  Presbyterian  polity,  or  neglect 
Ua  body  of  literature  we  inherit  from  our  fathers.  But  I  find  no  disparity, 
iltj  in  carrying  much  of  the  best  of  our  past  with  me  in  going  out  to  meet 
tiMnew  theological  methods.  Of  all  bodies  of  men  on  the  earth  the  Church 
ahonld  be  the  most  catholic-miuded,  the  most  hopeful,  the  most  courage- 
Boot  generous,  sure  that  cTery  movement  of  the  human  mind  is  ordered 
rslod  for  her  ultimate  establishment,  extension,  and  enriching.  The  Church 
of  all  instiiutions  on  the  earth  should  be  bold  to  bear  all  things,  believe 
^  hope  all  things,  endure  all  things.  And  her  divine  wisdom  is  shown  in 
trial  like  this  when  she  has  to  meet  foes  aa  they  seem  to  her,  and  seek  as 
lofiagly  as  may  be  to  reduce  them  to  friends.  And  bear  with  me  while  I 
Miber  you,  fathers  and  brethren,  have  the  courage  of  your  faith  or  no,  that 
to  bo  seen — but  your  son  and  servant  under  you  has  that  courage  to  a  fault 

dlTy  does  Professor  Smith  stand  to-day  accused  before  this  house  1  What 
rror  or  iiaalt  been!  It  has  been  this :  He  thought  he  saw  the  opportunity, 
lapa  too  eagerly  and  adventurously  seized  it,  of  outflanking  your  great 
lio  onbelieviDg,  disintegrating,  and  unremorseful  criticism  of  the  great 
ehoolfl.     Ho  vent  oat  in  your  service,  if  not  at  your  behest,  and  he  seeks 
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to  retnrn  to  serve  joa  still.  He  is  fitted  bj  gifts,  bj  learning,  bj  sagieityp  bf 
descent,  and  by  personal  piety,  to  serve  you  as  feir  men  in  any  generation  possibly 
can,  and  you  are  sitting  bere  deliberating  how  you  can  most  speedily  cast  him  OTsr 
your  wulU  to  the  scorn  and  rejoicing  of,  the  besieging  enemy.  Sorely,  sorely,  tht 
Ffre  Church  of  Scotland  will  not  brand  herself  as  such  a  hard-hearted,  short-sighted, 
panic-stricken  mother  to  her  loyal,  if  adventurous  son.  I  will  coniinoe  to  hopeAr 
bettt  r  things.  And  I  pray  that  grace  and  wisdom  may  be  given  to  yon  and  to  yov 
sustpccted  son,  so  that  to  him  and  to  you  may  yet  be  fnlfilled  the  prophetic  promiM^ 
"  Tliiit  he  and  his  brethren  may  long  live  to  carry  in  captives  among  yon,  so  that 
strangers  shall  stand  and  feed  your  flocks,  and  the  sons  of  the  alien  shall  be  yov 
plowmen  and  your  vine  dressers."     (Cheers.) 

Profcifgor  M'KENDRICK,  Glasgow,  In  rising  to  second  the  motion,  said- 
Moderator,  this  is  the  first  occasion  on  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  beisgt 
member  of  this  house,  and  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  to  be  a  silent  speetatsr 
of  its  interesting  proceedingfi,  and  quietly  to  give  my  vote  on  disputed  questtoM^ 
than  to  take  the  prominent  office  of  seconding  the  motion  made  by  Dr.  Whyte.  Bm 
the  duty  has  fallen  to  my  lot,  and  as  it  is  one  in  which  my  warmest  sympathies  m 
engaued,  1  feel  that  to  decline  to  perform  it  would  be  an  act  of  nnfaithfolness  to  tht 
Church,  and  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  interests  of  truth  and  of  freedom. 

The  position  I  have  felt  bound  to  take  in  this  controversy  has  led  me  to  difc 
from  not  a  few  friends  in  the  Church,  in  whose  judgment  I  have  not  nnfreqaeoUf 
trusted,  and  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect  and  esteem.  I  give  them  cftdil 
for  desiring  the  highest  good  of  the  Church,  although  they  may  differ  from  meu  li 
the  way  of  attaining  it,  and  I  believe  they  will  do  me  equal  justice.  In  sneh  di» 
cussions  as  we  are  now  engaged  in,  when  feeling  runs, high,  becanse  on  both  ridfll 
men  know  that  great  and  important  interests  are  at  stake,  we  are  apt  to  mistrsit 
each  other,  to  look  at  each  other's  actions  through  a  distorting  medium,  somedMS 
to  judge  harshly,  or  to  be  swayed  by  prejudice  or  suppressed  passion.  It  is  diSeaU 
at  such  times  to  keep  the  head  steady  and  the  emotions  under  control,  so  u  U 
arrive  at  a  fair  and  calm  decision  which  will  afterwards  meet  with  the  approval  if 
conscience.  In  seconding  this  motion,  the  terms  of  which  are  so  clear  as  toatcd 
almoBt  no  interpretation,  I  shall  endeavour  to  lay  before  the  house  the  sspectif 
the  question  as  it  appears  to  me.  I  am  a  layman,  not  skilled  in  the  spedal 
questions  brought  under  discussion  in  Professor  Smith's  writings;  bot  I  takeadsip 
iiiierebt  in  ihe  welfare  of  my  Church,  and  the  advancement  of  thought  and  learsisft 
I  find  the  Church  agitated  by  certain  writings  of  one  of  its  professors.  Tlwit 
writintrs  relate  to  questions  on  which  there  is  great  difference  of  opinion  amosgrt 
those  hest  capable  ofjudging — namely,  those  scholars  who  have  devoted  their  Hf6i 
to  the  Btudy  of  Hebrew  and  cognate  languages,  snd  who  are  attempting  to  eloeiditf 
the  exact  history  of  the  books  of  the  Old  Testament.  But  in  the  course  of  this  out 
these  writings  have  come  under  the  review  of  the  Church,  and  undoubtedly  they  hsfi 
Citifcd  great  differences  of  opinion  amongst  us.  Some  consider  that  they  eoatals 
statements  which,  if  true,  they  cannot  harmonise  with  any  theory  of  the  inspirttiM 
of  the  Scriptures ;  others  are  glad,  because  they  clear  up  difficulties  they  have  oAa 
encountered  in  studying  the  Bible,  whilst  a  large  number  do  not  pretend  to  asdei^ 
stand  them,  but  they  have  a  vague  feeling  of  alarm  because  they  imagine  that  kmm* 
how  ihe  old  foundntions  have  been  shaken. 

In  these  circumstances,  and  stripping  the  case  of  all  the  incidental  elementi— 
some  unhappily  of  a  personal  character,  which  have  been  added  to  it  from  tins  tt 
time — we  find  ourselves  face  to  face  with  two  courses  of  procedure.  Undoubtedly 
there  is  <iitference  of  opinion  in  the  Church ;  there  is  earnest  inquiry  after  the  tn(k| 
and  a  feeling  of  unrest,  and  many  men's  minds  are  perplexed  and  troubled.  Uli 
well  to  recognise  these  facts.  It  is  no  use  trying  to  conceal  them  from  ounelfWf 
it  is  wiser  and  more  becoming  thoughtful  men  to  look  at  them  steadily,  andii* 
what  is  to  be  done.  As  I  have  said,  two  conrses  are  proposed.  One  of  these  i*^ 
get  rid  of  the  raiser  of  these  questions  in  the  Church  by  a  summary  course  of  actioif 
and  the  other  is  to  look  at  the  question  judicially,  to  find  out  the  truth,  as  fsrtf 
possible,  about  them ;  and  if  it  appear  that  Professor  Smith's  views  eannot  be  htf" 
mouised  with  the  Standards  of  the  Church,  to  proceed  against  him  aoeordiogto  eet* 
stitiitional  forms.  Dr.  Rjiiny's  motion  undoubtedly  points  to  the  first  mode  of  le^ 
— ftummary  procedure ;  whilst  the  one  I  support  l^elongs  to  the  second* 
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Vov,  the  qoetUoiiB  I  think  to  be  settled  by  eveiy  mfmber  of  Assembly,  in 
EiBiniBg  bow  he  will  rote  at  this  momentous  crisis  in  the  history  of  oar  Cbarch 
-<1)  Which  action  will  be  moet  likely  to  further  the  interests  of  truth ;  and  (2), 
eh  action  will  be  most  likely  to  restore  peace  and  harmony  to  the  Church. 
fiaue.)  No  doubt,  the  first  of  these  considerations  inTolves  the  second,  for 
kleresta  of  tmth  and  of  the  Church  must,  after  all,  coincide;  but  for  the  sake 
■Teaienee  I  think  it  ia  well  to  keep  the  two  points  distinct.  It  surely  does  not 
dnmnch  eonaideration  to  determine  whether  a  course  of  summary  procedure,  or 
of  calm  inquiry,  is  the  most  likely  to  attain  the  ends  in  view — the  interests  of 
k  and  the  tne  peace  of  the  Church — ends  on  which  both  sides  agree.  The 
m  of  snmmary  procedure  may  seem  to  many  to  be  the  best,  because  it  is  the 
ikMtand  easiest.  They  may  imagine  that  if  they  get  rid  of  the  disturber  things 
■Mm  settle  and  become  peaceful.  This  is  cutting  the  knot  with  a  hatchet 
aai  of  trying  to  nnravel  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  Those  who  advocate  such  a  policy 
Bi  that  the  qaestions  have  been  raised,  and  thai  they  demand  consideration  from 
thssghifal  men.  Even  although  Professor  Smith  left  us  at  once,  the  effect  of 
nrk  will  not  soon  disappear.  The  ferment  has  got  into  men*s  minds,  and  it  will 
L  thsre  for  good  or  for  evil  for  many  a  day.  We  need  not  think  we  can  destroy 
K  s  moment.  We  need  not  imagine  that  attempted  suppression  will  succeed. 
M  spmioBS  will  take  root  and  fructify  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts.  They  are  not  to 
msi  bj  snppression,  but  by  inyestigation  and  by  argument.  Surely,  then,  it 
H  bs  fv  better  to  examine  them  carefully — to  inquire  whether  Professor  Smith's 
iSMts  are  true  or  erroneous,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  test  of  learning  and  of 
ML  If  this  were  attempted  I  think  we  would  be  acting  like  sensible  men. 
8  U  not  strike  yon  as  the  course  most  consistent  with  common  sense,  and  with 
piiiieiples  that  regulate  your  conduct  in  daily  life  1 

Bat  I  will  be  met  by  the  objection  that  the  Church  is  a  body  of  men  and  women» 
'mg  eertain  common  opinions  and  beliefs ;  that  it  appoints  its  professors  to  teach 
fstore  ministers  those  opinions  and  beliefs,  and  no  other ;  and  that  when  they 
k  oilier  opinions  and  beliefs  they  lose  the  confidence  of  the  Church,  and  haye  no 
tt  to  hold  their  offices.  Now,  sir,  I  repudiate,  for  myself,  such  a  conception  of  a 
mk  ;  I  cannot  regard  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  or,  indeed,  any  other  Christian 
ireky  as  being  founded  on  a  baais  so  narrow.  (Applause.)  She  is  part  of  the 
It  ttsiTersal  Chorch,  a  custodier  and  exponent,  in  part,  of  the  highest  truths 
eakd  by  God  to  men ;  not  existing  merely  for  social  or  political  purposes,  but 
igsd  with  the  high  duty  of  looking  after  the  spiritual  development  of  her  people 
i  the  sdrancement  of  truth.  She  is  no  joint-stock  company,  limited,  to  certain 
wieia,  clerical  or  lay,  subject  to  the  control  of  shareholders ;  but  she  is  composed 
(Aiistlsns,  knit  together  by  certain  general  beliefs,  and  she  has  to  perform,  I 
I  most  firmly,  as  part  of  her  duty,  the  gradual  development  of  Christian  doctrine 
i  tks  advancement  of  theological  learning.  (Applause.)  If  the  Free  Church 
n merely  an  association  of  Christians,  with  no  capability  of  growth  and  advance- 
s' I  confess  that  I  would  not  have  the  interest  in  her  that  I  really  have.  But  I 
aid  the  Ohorch  as  one  of  the  greatest  agencies  for  the  advancement  of  human 
^ki^  snd  an  instrument  for  obtaining  a  deeper  insight  into  things  unseen,  but 
rssL  Theology,  in  all  its  departments,  I  hold  is  a  science,  incomplete  and 
tial  si  present ;  but,  like  every  other  science,  slowly  and  steadily  advancing, 
lag  OS  clearer  views  of  the  relations  of  Ood  and  man,  of  our  future  destiny,  and. 
•or  highest  dnty.  Hand  in  hand  with  philosophy  and  science,  but  the  elder 
tor  of  both,  she  will  lead  men  onward  into  clearer  light. 

With  snch  views,  Moderator,  yon  will  readily  understand  that  I  have  no  sympathy 
ih  mj  repressive  policy  towards  the  professors  of  our  Church.  They  are  the  men 
MWly  chosen  from  amongst  us  to  fulfil  certain  duties  on  account  of  their  pre- 
mmi  learning  and  abilities.  One  is  set  apart  to  teach  Hebrew,  another  Church 
ii«7,  s  third  theology,  and  so  on  ;  but  in  addition  to  the  mere  routine  of  teaching, 
7  sn  expected  to  be  men  of  thought  and  of  investigation.  I  am  accustomed  to 
snd  a  professor's  doty  as  twofold ;  he  is  both  a  teacher  and  an  investigator.  This 
tht  view  held  in  all  universities,  and  I  may  say  more  especially  in  our  Scotch 
iiv«raiiies.  A  man  would  be  a  poor  professor,  in  the  high  sense,  if  he  did  not  add 
ything  to  the  science  he  professes  to  teach.  This  is  the  key-note  to  his  work. 
^ii  what  gives  life  and  freshness  to  his  prelections,  and  prevents  him  from  be- 
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eoming  a  kind  of  intellectual  maehine  capable  only  of  glTing  oat  impTewiom  Made 
by  external  influences.  He  must  work  as  well  as  teach.  Im  bis  laboimftory,  or  in 
his  Btudj,  or  by  the  bedside,  he  must  get  the  momentum  of  new  ideas  to  urge  Ima 
onwards,  and  to  cany  his  statementa  home  to  the  minds  of  his  pupils.  Now,  wby 
should  it  not  be  so  with  theological  professors  ?  I  feel  sure  it  is  so,  it  mnat  be  ss, 
with  those  who  are  most  successfoL  I  declare  without  hesitation  thai  the  man  who 
doles  out  old  ideas  at  second 'hand,  with  none  of  the  freshness  of  new  thought,  is  not 
a  teacher  in  the  truest  sense.  (Hear,  hear.)  How  can  he  influence  yoong  sad 
TigorouB  minds,  thirsting  for  the  truth  1  Touth  is  remarkably  sensitiYe ;  there%tre 
quick  instineU  in  early  manhood ;  and  they  soon  distinguish  between  the  lectures 
of  men  of  musty,  antiquated,  and  aecoud-hand  lore,  and  those  of  men  fresh  from  the 
fountains  of  knowledge,  with  new  ideas,  and  with  the  warm  enthuaissm  of  reeeai 
acquisition. 

If  we  wish  to  see  the  students  of  our  colleges  have  the  highest  kind  of  teachin; 
we  must  not  muzzle  our  professors.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  actually  an  immoral  thing 
to  place  a  man  in  the  position  of  a  Professor  telling  him  thai  he  may  iuTesiigate  as 
much  as  he  chooses,  but,  if  he  happen  to  discover  something  inconsisteni  with  what 
has  been  generally  accepted,  he  must  say  or  write  nothing  about  that.  No  douK 
there  la  great  room  here  for  discretion.  It  would  be  wrong  for  theologieml  professon 
to  be  constantly  disturbing  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the  Church  by  new  Titvi, 
although,  I  suppose,  there  must  be  difierenees  of  opinion  amongst  even  the  moat 
orthodox  professors  which  never  come  to  the  ear  of  the  Ghnreh,  but  which  lie  buried 
in  theological  magazines  and  reviews ;  but  I  hold  that  if  a  professor,  in  the  course  of 
his  work,  find  occasion  to  change  his  opinions  on  matters  connected  with  his  speeisl 
province,  and  says  or  writes  that  he  haa  done  so,  the  Church  should  most  carefsllj 
take  heed  to  what  he  says,  set  her  best  men  to  find  out,  if  they  can,  whether  his 
views  be  right  or  wrong,  and  act  accordingly.  (Applause.)  At  all  events,  gresi 
licence  in  opinion  should  be  allowed  to  the  man  who,  on  the  whole,  ia  best  fitt^  by 
his  learning  and  culture  to  ascertain  the  truth. 

Kow,  I  wiah  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  I. do  not  suppose  invesiigatioat 
on  the  part  of  scholars  will  lead  to  any  material  alteration  in  our  views  on  the  fondsr 
mental  doctrinea  of  the  Christian  religion.  These  have  come  down  practically  un- 
altered and  undiluted,  and  they  will  be  transmitted  to  generations  yet  unborn ;  ba(r 
as  knowledge  advances,  opinions  will  change  on  some  matters,  such  as  the  histoiy 
of  the  formation  of  the  canon  of  Scripture  and  the  critical  interpretation  of  texts.  U 
jf  impossible  to  conceive  it  to  be  otherwise.  In  these  days,  for  example,  the  sdenee 
of  comparative  philology  is  rapidly  advancing.  Men  are  getting  further  inaight  inte 
the  Btructure  and  relationships  of  languages;  they  are  acquiring  more  and  more  tbe 
art  of  deciphering  ancient  manuscript^  and  monuments ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  cob* 
eeive  that  these  advances  in  knowledge  will  not  bring  more  light  on  many  obsesre 
questions  connected  with  the  text  and  narrativea  of  Scripture.  For  thia  reason  I 
again  say,  that  we  ought  to  allow  oonaiderable  latitude  to  our  teachers.  If  we  do 
not,  the  consequence  will  be,  our  professors  will  want  life  and  fire,  and  our  futoie 
ministers  will  not  be  sufficiently  equipped  for  some  of  the  important  duties  they  have 
to  discharge  in  an  educated  community. 

Moderator,  I  listened  with  great  delight  to  the  noble  and  generous  words  too 
uttered  in  your  opening  address  regarding  the  relations  of  science  to  religion.  Too 
justly  pointed  out  that  true  science  can  have  no  antagonism  with  religion.  For  s 
time  the  facts  and  opinions  of  the  two  departments  of  human  knowledge  may  sees 
at  variance,  but  the  time  always  arrives  when  they  are  found  to  harmonbe  by  • 
process  of  mutual  adjustment  So  I  believe  will  it  be  with  the  science  of  biblical 
eriticism  as  it  is  with  the  physical  and  biological  adences.  For  a  time  our  notiooa 
are  npaet ;  the  scientific  statement  seems  irreconcilable  with  the  ordinary  belief; 
but  here  sJso  time,  further  inquiry,  deeper  thought  will  bring  out  the  truth.  Shoald 
not  this  at  least  teach  us  some  tolerance!  should  it  not  inculcate  patlenoe,  in  tbe 
sure  belief  that  what  is  true  in  two  departments  of  human  knowledge  will  by  and  by 
be  found  to  be  in  harmony  1 

In  what  I  have  said.  Moderator,  you  must  have  observed  that  I  have  argued  for 
freedom  and  greater  liberty  of  action  for  oor  professors  without  much  reference  to 
Professor  Smith  himself.  With  regard  to  him  I  have  little  to  say  except  to  ask  tbia 
Tenerable  Assembly  to  put  a  generous  construction  on  his  eondnct    I  most  say,  a 
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genexoiu  eonatroetion  than  what  ia  indicated  in  the  motion  of  Principal  Rainy. 
la  ii  here  to  defend  himaelf,  and  he  does  not  need  my  aid ;  but  I  am  bound  to  laj 
hii,  that  diiarmiDg  myaelf  of  all  the  partiality  I  might  have  for  him  as  my  friend, 
',  Ihink  hia  eondoct  ia  capable  of  being  generously  interpreted — at  all  events,  that  it 
■■  lot  been  auch  as  to  warrant  the  seTere  measare  of  a  vote  of  loss  of  confidence. 
2u  tkia  great  Assembly  not  be  collectirely  generous,  as  I  believe  each  member 
imU  be  had  a  matter  inrolviog  a  similar  amount  of  indiscretion  occurred  in  private 
ilel  Even  aappoaing  Professor  Smith  has  acted  imprudently  on  several  occasions, 
s  it  like  Christian  men  to  be  so  merciless  1  Fair  play,  of  which  we  heard  last  night, 
s  a  great  thing ;  bat  there  is  something  grander — there  is  the  "  quality  of  mercy ; " 
lad  there  ia  the  charity  that  **  is  not  easily  provoJLed,  thinketh  no  evil."  (Applause.) 
I  woald  therefore  beg  of  yon  to  pause  before  you  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  him ; 
mapae  joorselvea  in  hia  position,  if  yon  can,  and  ask  yourselves  solemnly  whether 
ir  Bei  yon  cannot  take  a  generoua  view  of  his  actions. 
There  is  one  other  aspect  of  this  question  which  I  would  press  on  the  Assembly 
I  ait  down.  It  is  one  I  alluded  to  in  a  speech  at  the  meeting  of  the  Glasgow 
bat  Itia  an  aspect  so  serious,  to  my  mind,  that  I  feel  bound  to  speak  of  it  again, 
i  theee  days,  air,  there  is  a  conflict  going  on  between  those  who  believe  in  the 
rvtks  ef  the  Christian  religion,  and  those  who  hold  that  the  statements  of  science 
re  antageiuatie  to  these  truths,  fielieve  it  or  not,  as  you  please,  I  must  tell  yoo 
hat  each  ia  the  eaae,  and,  I  expect,  we  are  near  a  time  when  the  battle  will  be  both 
;eM  and  sharp.  Now,  the  Church  will  have  to  take  her  part  in  this  struggle,  but 
er  aoaa  and  daoghtera  must  be  equipped  for  the  fray.  The  enemy  is  not  an  igno« 
m  eoe;  he  ia  keen  and  subtle,  and  it  will  need  the  help  of  the  best  heads 
■angai  na  to  see  clearly  what  ia  to  be  done.  Now,  in  connection  with  this,  I 
ppeal  to  thia  Aasembly  whether  the  Free  Church  can  lightly  throw  away  the  ser- 
ieea  of  aoeh  a  man  as  Professor  Robertson  Smith  1  (Applause.)  You  may  say 
e  haa  not  shown  an  aptitude  for  defence,  and  that  his  work  may  be  called  destruo- 
ivi^  and  not  constructive;  but  I  retort.  Have  you  given  him  timel  I  believe  he 
^gaida  hia  labours  in  the  field  of  biblical  criticism  as  essentially  having  a  constrao> 
ife  or  eonaervative  tendency.     (Applause.)     He  wishes  to  clear  up  difficulties,  and 

•  an  the  hiatorical  account  of  the  formation  of  the  canon  of  the  Old  Testament  on 
rhat  he  believea  to  be  a  proper  footing.  He  may  be  wrong — (hear,  hear) — probably 
le  Is  wrong  in  many  of  the  views  he  has  put  forward ;  but  be  is  trying  to  add  hia  share 

•  the  eolation  of  many  difficult  questions.  Had  he  not  been  harassed  with  the  case 
liwdagainat  him — had  he  not  been  forced  to  spend  some  of  the  best  years  of  his  life 
n  ifhting  in  Chnrch  oouria  ;  had  he  been  left  to  pursue  the  even  tenour  of  his  way 
a  Aberdeen,  doing  his  proper  work  in  the  library  and  the  class-room,  the  results  he 
tti  to  ahow  might  have  been  different  At  all  events  I  am  bound  to  tell  you  this, 
te  thia  man  you  may  be  asked  to  cast  from  you  has  an  influence  in  scientific  and 
it  wary  drclea — (applause) — that  perhaps  no  other  member  of  our  Church  possesses 
— (Ie*d  applause) — that  he  has  qualities  eminently  fitting  him  for  rendering  im- 
^artant  aervices  to  the  Chnrch  in  bringing  home  the  conviction  of  divine  truth  to 
■n  ef  coltare — (applause) — that  by  his  learning  and  many-sidedness  he  is  emi- 
tentiy  fitted  for  the  work  of  defending  Christian  truth  against  the  assaults  of  scep- 
ied  writers ;  and  that,  as  he  said  himself  yesterday,  he  is  still  a  loyal  and  devoted 
an  of  the  Chnrch.     (Applause.) 

Bat  I  will  be  met  with  the  statement  that  many  excellent  Christian  people  are 
■ely  perplexed  and  troubled  by  Professor  Smith's  views,  and  that  the  Church 
■ghk  to  protect  aoch  weak  and  timid  ones.  To  this  I  heartily  assent ;  but  I  think 
t  ihaold  be  done  by  a  careful  examination  of  these  views,  and  an  authoritative 
itatfent  regarding  them  from  our  Assembly.  Might  not  this  be  done  in  the  form 
if  a  paatoral  letter,  written  in  plain  and  simple  language,  so  that  all  might  com- 
Nchtnd  what  bearing  these  views  had  on  our  confessional  doctrines  and  on  our 
wmit  opinions  regarding  the  Bible  ?  I  think  this  would  do  far  more  good  than 
■y  attempt  to  magnify  the  importance  of  these  views,  and  then  to  try  to  suppress 
tei  by  any  high-handed  measure.  Such  a  mode  of  dealing  with  the  subject  would 
^  what  I  would  expect  a  great  Church  to  adopt,  and  1  am  sure  it  would  be  a  noble 
Maiony  to  the  world.  On  the  other  hand,  I  would  most  respectfully  say  to  the 
■Utters  of  thia  Aaaembly  that  a  good  deal  of  the  excitement  caused  by  these  views 
^  idaen  beeanie  they  have  taken  many  people  unawarea.    Ministers  have  seldom 
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broQght  them  face  to  face  with  gach  matterB  as  the  formation  of  the  canon  of  H0I7 
Scripture.  They  may  say  such  a  course  is  not  for  edification,  but  sorely  all  resl 
knowledge  of  matters  relating  to  the  history  of  the  Word  of  God  is  for  edifiestioii. 
HoM,  it  happens  that  when  some  minds  are  brought  face  to  face  with  snch  qoet- 
tioDs,  for  the  consideration  of  which  they  have  had  no  preparation,  they  are  alarmed, 
and  imagine  that  the  foundations  are  shaken.  If  this  be  tme,  all  else  is  gone.  I 
believe  that  one  result  of  all  this  controYersy  will  be  that  ministers  will  find  it 
necessary  to  look  into  these  things,  and  to  some  extent  educate  their  people ;  si 
least  they  are  bound  to  ascertain  as  far  as  they  can  what  is  the  truth  in  the  matter,  to 
as  to  l>e  able  to  give  satisfactory  answers  to  those  who  may  be  in  doubt  and  difficulty. 

Moderator,  I  support  the  motion  of  Dr.  Whyte  with  all  my  heart,  because  I  be- 
lieye  the  course  indicated  in  it  to  be  just,  wise,  and  constitutional,  and  likely  to  lead 
to  the  highest  welfare  of  the  Church,  and  to  protect  the  just  liberties  of  our  profes- 
sors— (applause) — while  I  must,  with  great  regret,  decline  to  follow  the  lead  of  Dr. 
Bainy,  which,  in  my  opinion,  cannot  only  not  lead  to  any  good  result,  but  will  inerit* 
ably  land  us  in  greater  difficulties  than  we  hare  to  encounter  at  present  (Applause.) 

Mr.  MACDONALD,  Applecross,  said — Country  ministers  in  general,  and  High- 
land ministers  and  men  in  particular,  are  frequently  represented  as  perseeutors  of 
Profehsor  Smith,  and  as  parties  who  are  111  qualified  to  act  as  judges  in  sueh  a  ease 
as  this.  The  Glasgow  office-bearers,  to  whose  unwarrantable  remarks  reference  hss 
been  made,  spoke  under  the  irritation  of  a  disappointment,  and  probably  said  many 
things  they  did  not  mean  to  say.  Our  best  course  now  is  to  forgive  and  forget  all 
Coming  to  Principal  Bainy's  motion,  "  Our  attention  is  called  to  certain  writings  of 
Professor  Smith.  These  writings  are  fitted  to  giro  great  oflfence  and  canse  seriooi 
anxiety."  This'  is  disputed  by  our  friends.  They  do  not  dispute  that  we  took 
offence,  or  that  our  anxiety  for  the  honour  of  God*s  Word  was  awakened,  bat  they 
deny  that  there  was  cause  for  offence,  and  that  our  anxiety  was  reasonable.  They 
assert  that  we  are  actuated  by  prejudice,  and  not  glided  by  principle.  We  hold  ii 
is  not  so,  and  1  think  I  can  establish  my  position  in  few  words.  We  did  not  come 
to  our  convictions  withont  facing  onr  difficulties,  and  grappling  with  them  in  right 
earnest  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  went  farther  with  my  destmctiye  work  than 
Professor  Smith  professes  to  haTC  gone.  I  donbted  the  divine  authority  of  the  Old 
Testament  in  my  day.  I  reduced  my  Bible  to  the  words  directly  spoken  by  the 
Lord  Himself  when  on  earth  in  onr  flesh.  My  soul  could  not  rest  on  anything  else 
for  a  time.  How  I  rested  there  I  do  not  explain.  Say  I  did  it  by  inner  light,  or 
inything  yon  please.  But  I  found  by  God's  gnee  that  one  statement  taken  hold  of 
»y  faith  would  bring  me  to  heaven  as  sure  as  the  whole  nnited  chain  of  reTclatioa. 
(  was  not  satisfied,  however,  till  I  got  my  Bible  reconstructed,  and  so  I  did  step  by 
step  till  the  words  of  each  portion  of  it  became  as  reliable  to  me  as  those  at  which 
I  stood  in  the  dajs  of  my  infirmity.  Do  not  suppose,  then,  that  we  are  prejudiced 
against  Professor  Smith,  or  that  we  cannot  sympathise  with  him  in  his  difficoUiea. 
We  are  not  intolerant  of  men  who  differ  from  as.  We  admit  that  our  Standards 
give  wide  scope,  yea,  all  the  scope  and  liberty  wise  critics  can  desire.  Oar  conten- 
tion  is  not  about  human  anthorship,  or  editorship,  or  translations,  or  dates.  It  does 
not  matter  much  to  me,  for  example,  whether  the  whole  of  Deuteronomy  was  written 
by  Moses  or  not  What  I  care  to  determine  is  that  the  writer  was  guided  in  hii 
work  by  the  unerring  Spirit  of  God,  so  that  what  he  wrote  is  reliable  truth,  and  that 
the  book,  as  an  inspired  document,  is  what  it  professes  to  be.  I  am  quite  open  to 
suppose  that  there  were  traditions  and  written  documents  handed  down  from  the 
days  of  Moses  which  had  no  divine  authority  till  the  days  of  Ezra.  I  am  free  to 
suppose  that  such  traditions  and  documents  might  be  used  as  the  basis  of  an  addi* 
tion  to  the  canon  in  God*s  good  time.  One  of  God*s  prophets,  raised  for  the  poTpose, 
might,  under  divine  guidance,  commit  as  much  to  writing  as  was  neeessary,  and 
then  his  words  to  me  would  be  God's  words  as  sure  as  those  written  by  Moses.  We 
need  not  be  told  that  our  Bible  had  not  its  present  shape  from  the  beginning. 
Such  a  statement  as  that  would  not  alarm  us.  We  do  not  say  that  the  diviaion  of 
its  books  into  chapters  and  verses  is  of  divine  authority.  We  do  not  say  that  the 
▼owel  points  or  Masoretic  accents  are  worka  of  inspiration,  though  we  find  them 
helpful.  We  do  not  say  that  translations  are  inspired.  They  are  quoted  by  inspired 
writers,  and  cTcn  by  the  Lord  Himself;  bnt  we  do  not  regard  them  as  works  of 
inspiration,  correctly  speaking,  except  so  far  as  ther  are  endorsed  by  iospired 
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wriien.    On  all  thesa  matt«n  oor  standards  gire  fall  liberty  of  iaTestigaiion  and 
free  Mope  for  critieUm.     The  fiible,  so  far  as  it  is  the  work  of  man,  can  be  treated 
S8  iDch.    Bat  when  crities  tooch  the  dlyine  element  with  a  view  to  improve  it,  oor 
Staodaids  saj.  Halt;  you  are  now  on  holy  ground.     On  this  point  Professor  Smirh 
fell  into  a  mistake,  and  a  rery  natural  mistake  it  is  for  a  man  of  his  turn  of  mind.' 
In  hit  haste  and  confidence  to  take  the  ground  from  the  feet  of  the  avowed  enemies 
of  imth,  he  was  led  to  croia  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  divine  and  human 
element  quite  unconsciously.     And  the  Church  gave  every  indication  of  readiueea  to 
deal  charitably  with  him  if  he  had  followed  up  his  explanations  and  expressions  of 
regret  by  prudent  eonduct    But  unfortunately  be  persists  in  assuming  that  inspired 
vriiert  used  freedoms,  and  were  liable  to  commit  mistakes  like  ordinary  men.    This 
is  what  roused  the  indignation  of  the  people  of  God,  and  stirred  up  the  life  of  mem- 
ben  of  the  Commission  to  act  as  they  did.     We  admit  that  each  of  the  inspired 
writers  used  his  own  style  and  maintained  his  own  individuality.     They  were  not 
mere  machines,  but  they  were  not  permitted  to  convey  error  to  us  in  the  name  of 
Gods  truth,  or  to  say  that  God  or  Hoses  said  what  he  had  never  said.     If  it  were 
not  so,  their  writings  eoold  not  be  infallibly  true.     They  were  of  no  more  divine 
aothority  than  the  work  of  Joaephus.     Now,  sir,  the  question  of  the  Canon  is  already 
settled ;  oor  Standards  leave  no  room  for  discussion  on  the  point*    Professor  Smith 
thinks  by  sdbering  to  this  and  not  adopting  his  theory  we  imperil  a  central  interest 
•of  our  faith,  and  that  it  is  dangerous  to  suppose  that  former  ages  had  a  more  reliable 
Bible  than  we  possess.     But  1  am  quite  prepared  to  join  issue  with  him  on  this 
poink    I  would  certainly  rather  say  that  we  hsve  a  less  reliable  Bible  than  thone 
wbogot  the  first  edition  of  it  than  give  utterance  to  such  sentiments  as  his  innguMge 
conveys.    Less  reliable,  in  conception  merely,  inasmuch  aa  there  is  a  possibiliiv  of 
eornipting  the  original  text  by  human  weakness  or  device.     I  say  a  po^siiiility 
simply,  inssmuch  as  yon  cannot  disprove  it  a  priorit  though  it  is  highly  improbable 
tod  iocoDsistent  with  the  best  evidence  and  with  our  opinion  of  God's  promise  to 
His  Church.     Oae  of  the  first  principles  of  oor  religious  belief  is,  that  we  believe 
Ood  to  be  absolutely  truthful,  omniscient,  and  omnipotent.     It  is  imposBible  for 
Ilim  to  lie.    "Now,  when  I  meet  with  a  difficulty  in  God's  Word,  which  reflects  simply 
on  the  eorrectnesa  of  copyists,  or  translators,  or  commentators,  I  cannot,  in  order  to 
avoid  this  conclusion,  fabricate  an  explanation  by  constructing  a  theory  which  reflects 
on  the  perfectiona  of  God  and  the 'credibility  of  His  Word.    No  textual  evidence  or 
amoant  of  critical  opinion  can  shake  my  belief  in  God,  as  God  who  cannot  lie  or  be 
mistaken.    Holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  GhosU     Tiiey 
▼ere  not  moved  by  Him  to  write  untmths  or  commit  mistakes.     If  they  were,  the 
Bjoving  influence  is  of  noTslue.     This  is  the  view  of  our  Church,  the  doctrine  of  our 
ixandards,  and  it  is  manifestly  absurd  to  denounce  us  as  fanatics,  because  we  are  nut 
villiog  to  east  it  sU  to  the  winds,  and  stultify,  if  not  perjure  ourselves  by  professing 
to  believe  the  troth  and  declaring  thst  we  don't  believe  it.    If  there  are  some  among 
us  who  feel  that  they  require  more  time  and  evidence  before  they  are  thorouguly 
convineed  that  the  Bible  is  the  Word  of  God,  that  is  their  misfortune,  not  our  fault. 
We  are  told  that  we  are  not  qualified  to  deal  with  the  caae.     It  may  be  found, 
however,  on  eonsideration  that  the  quaiifioations  are  fully  as  slender  on  the  side  of 
those  from  whom  the  charge  comea     I  used  to  feel  proud  of  our  laymen,  and  even 
to  speak  boastingly  of  them;  and,  thanks  to  God,  we  have  laymen  still  that  would 
M  to  the  honour  and  strength  of  any  Church  ;  but  I  must  say  that  recent  demon- 
strationa  in  connection  with  thia  ease  humbled  me  not  a  little.     The  public  utter« 
auces  of  some  of  them  betrays  a  deplorable  want  of  acqua  niance  with  the  history  of 
religious  opinions  and  painful  incapacity  to  distinguish  between  assertion  and  argu- 
menu    They  take  for  granted  that  all  the  learning  is  on  one  side,  and  seem  satisfied 
with  the  assumption  without  further  evidence.    This  Is  Just  as  men  choose  to  look 
at  it,  and  are  qualified  to  judge  of  it.    At  best  it  proves  nothing.    Saul  from  Tarsus 
vas  as  learned  in  Hebrew  literature  as  Paul  the  apostle,  but  the  one  was  a  perfect 
blockhead  in  dealing  with  the  Word  of  God,  whereas  the  other  was  the  brightest 
theologian  and  ablest  eedesisstic  of  his  dsy.    My  esteemed  friend  Dr.  Whyte  spoke 
u  if  he  would  have  us  rest  on  the  result  of  Professor  Smith's  investit^ations  as  a  sure 
foQDdalion  of  faith.     But  if  any  of  our  friends  wish  to  set  up  the  Professor  as  iheir 
pope,  from  whom  they  are  to  reeeive  their  rule  of  faith  and  manners,  1  must  say 
^^  we  us  not  yet  so  near  the  Vatican.    (Laughter.)    There  is  not  the  slightest 
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necessUj  for  drawing  comparUons  between  men  or  referring  to  the  reapeeiiTe  abUitiet 
of  indiridaaU  in  the  matter.  We  hare  not  to  ait  in  jadgmeni  on  their  ability  bat 
on  their  work.  There  are  some  things  which  a  child  in  knowledge  can  do  aa  effee- 
iiyelj  aa  the  ablest  philosopher.  I  demur,  therefore,  to  remarks  that  inainoate  that 
oar  Church  is  composed  of  men  who  are  not  qualified  to  deal  with  the  qoeatioDS 
that  come  before  them. 

We  are  asked  in  triumphant  lamentation,  Can  the  Free  Church  afford  to  lose 
Professor  Smith  ?  Sir,  the  Church  would  be  sorry  to  lose  the  smallest  of  her  mem- 
bera — (laughter) — but  if  this  is  the  question  I  answer.  She  can  if  she  moat  The 
Church  of  God  can  afford  to  lose  a  great  man,  a  learned  man,  a  wealthy  man,  a  pioos 
man,  any  man,  but  she  cannot  afford  to  lose  the  favour  of  her  Founder,  or  depart  from 
the  laws  laid  down  by  Him  for  her  guidance.  (Applause.)  The  Church  does  not 
depend  upon  any  man  or  set  of  men  for  her  existence  or  progress.  Our  Chureb  lost 
the  favour  of  great  and  able  men  before.  She  lost  the  favour  and  support  of  ibe 
mleiB  of  the  land.  She  provoked  the  opposition  of  many  and  roused  the  spite  of  oot 
a  few.  But  here  she  is  a  living  evidence  of  what  Ood  can  do  for  those  who  are 
faithful  to  the  trust  committed  to  them.  And  if  we  have  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
and  disturbing  elements  to  trouble  and  interrupt  us  in  onr  work,  we  have  to  thank 
our  own  unfaithfulness,  worldly  wisdom,  and  backsliding  tendencies  for  it  alU 
Purity  of  discipline,  purity  of  doctrine,  spirituality  of  memberehip  are  things  whiA 
the  Free  Church  cannot  afford  to  lose,  and  if  this  be  left  ua  we  can  afford  to  lose 
many  things  that  are  highly  esteemed  among  men. 

Professor  CANDLISH,  Glasgow,  who  was  received  with  loud  applaose,  aaid^I 
will  only  make  one  remark  in  reference  to  the  speech  which  baa  just  been  made; 
and  that  is,  it  struck  me  as  very  astonishing  to  hear  a  member  of  thia  hooae  declaim, 
ing  about  purity  of  doctrine  and  discipline  in  this  Church,  and^tbat  in  oppoailioa  to 
a  motion  which  proposes  to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  maturely  writiags 
which  seem  to  many  suspicious,  and  to  give  to  that  committee  power  to  proceed  in 
the  ordinary  course  by  libel  before  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen.  (Applaose.)  I 
should  think  the  considerations  which  he  laid  before  the  house  should  lead  him  to 
support  the  motion  of  Dr.  Whyte,  and  I  hope  that  he  and  others  who  think  with 
him  will  do  so. 

But,  in  reference  to  the  main  question,  I  wish  to  say  we  come  to  the  diaenssioa 
of  this  question  to-day  at  a  very  great  disadvantage,  not  only  beeanse  of  the  diffi- 
culty of  standing  in  opposition  in  such  an  important  and  grave  matter  to  so  maox 
fathers  and  brethren,  for  whom  we  have  the  highest  respect,  and  of  whose  wisdom 
we  entertain  the  highest  opinion,  but  also  because  we  have  reaaon  to  believe  that, 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  this  General  Assembly,  certain  private  meetinga  were 
held  by  members  of  this  house,  at  which  arrangements  were  made  between  the  dif> 
ferent  parties  in  reference  to  the  motion  which  was  to  be  proposed  and  the  whole 
course  of  action  that  waa  to  be  followed,  down  to  the  very  arrangement  of  the  days 
and  hours  in  which  the  successive  steps  in  this  case  were  to  proceed.  It  aeems  to 
me  this  is  a  very  extraordinary  procedure,  and  it  places  the  members  of  thia  home 
who  have  not  the  honour  to  be  invited  to  such  preliminary  discossiona  at  a  very 
great  disadvantage.  I  know  it  has  been  the  custom,  when  great  public  questio&i 
were  under  consideration,  and  the  public  course  of  duty  of  this  Church  waa  at  stske, 
that  those  who  were  at  one  in  the  general  views  of  the  duty  of  the  Chuxeh  ahouid 
eonsult  beforehand  with  each  other,  but  only  with  the  view  of  coming  to  an  under- 
standing  as  to  the  exact  ground  which  was  to  be  proceeded  on.  Here,  if  we  trust  to 
public  information,  we  have  something  different.  We  have  meetings  and  long  dis- 
cussions of  men  who  undoubtedly  differ  from  one  another  in  their  viewa  in  regard 
to  this  ease,  and  we  have  them  discussing  among  themselvea  the  right  way  of  deal- 
ing with  this  case ;  and  having  come  to  an  agreement  by  argument  propounded  hj 
themselves,  and  having  come  to  one  mind  aa  to  the  course  to  be  followed,  propoeiof 
that  for  our  consideration  in  the  Assembly.  I  say  this  puts  the  Assembly  at  an  on* 
&ir  disadvantage  in  dealing  with  such  a  case  aa  this.  It  reminds  one  of  nothing  eo 
much  as  what  I  think  was  the  practice  in  the  old  Scotch  Parliament  There  was 
a  body  which  were  called  the  Lords  of  the  Articles,  and  they  used  to  meet  before- 
hand, and  prepare  the  Acta  that  were  to  be  proposed  to  the  Parliament.  Then,  when 
the  other  members  of  Parliament  came  together,  these  Lords  of  the  Articles  pre- 
sented their  bills  and  measurea  to  the  Parliament,  which  aimply  gave  their  aateak 
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•ndlng  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  we  must  be  snbjcct  to  certain 
riUei  of  the  manner  in  which  we  may  be  dealt  with.  Our  influence  must  of 
J  extend^  not  to  a  particular  congregation,  but  over  the  whole  Church.  Our 
I  bring!  VB  more  directly  in  contact  with  the  General  Assembly  than  our 
I  of  Uie  ministry.  I  cannot  imagine  that  there  can  be  a  doubt  as  to  the 
^  of  the  Assembly  in  some  circumstances  interposing  in  order  to  stop 
ilj,  and  eren  abmptly,  the  teaching  of  a  professor.     Principal  Rainy  has 

to  the  case  of  Grotios.  Suppose  the  youngest  of  your  professors  were  to 
i  tke  conclosion  that  all  these  theories  in  regard  to  the  subject  that  the 
ly  has  committed  to  his  teaching,  all  these  theories  about  the  essential  one- 
laligion  that  subsists  throughout  the  world,  of  the  superiority  in  one  respect 
■medanism — its  suitability  to  the  condition  of  the  Arabians  at  the  time  it  was 
lod;  the  snperiority  of  the  morality  of  Buddha — ("Ob,  oh") — above  the  morality 
Old  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the  fitness  of  Hinduism  for  the  Hindoo  mind,  snp- 
ho  were  led  to  take  up  some  of  these  theories,  and  were  to  represent  them 
idj  circulated  book  before  the  meeting  of  the  Assembly,  will  any  man  say 
^  AMembly  must  wait  until  the  College  Committee  took  up  the  case,  and 
I  a  proeeas,  first  before  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  then  the  Synod  of 
i  tmi  Tweeddale,  and  next  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Church,  before  that 
x'laouth  should  be  stopped  1  No,  they  would  say ;  and  every  reasonable  man 
w^f  they  ought  to  set  aside  first  of  all  this  teaching,  and  make  it  impossible, 
■  ve  will  consider  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  mtuisterial  status  of  this  man. 
■t.)  I  should  just  like  to  say,  in  regard  to  the  whole  speech  of  my  excellent 
Dr.  Whyte,  I  generally  think  you  can  test  a  speech  on  that  subject  by  seeing 

it  would  go.  Kow,  I  strove  when  our  friend  was  giving  us  that  eloquent 
-—  I  atroTe  to  consider  whether  there  was  any  one  sentence  or  argument 
which  the  name  of  Channing  might  not  have  been  substituted  for  the  name 
itmr  Smith.  I  could  have  said  all  with  reference  to  Dr.  Channing's  moral 
ritual  character,  his  love  of  truth,  his  zeal  for  the  interests  of  humanity,  that 
lyte  laid  with  reference  to  Professor  Smith.  I  found  there  was  no  toleration 
ir  Professor  Smith  that  would  not  have  been  applicable  to  a  teacher  brought 
talal  of  the  most  fundamental  doctrines  of  our  faith.  Now,  Moderator,  I 
lo  being  misunderstood  here,  as  if  I,  for  a  moment,  ventured  or  wished  to 

•  the  teachings  of  Professor  Smith  with  the  Unitarian  Channing.     No  man 
I  Mf  mill  J  will  imagine  that,  but  I  say  the  same  argument  of  freedom  of 

t  or  liberty  of  teaching  cannot  stop  merely  at  the  point  where  Dr.  Whyte 
mm  it  stop,  to  the  point  where  Professor  Smith  has  already  led  to.  It  must 
lOTy  and  once  open  the  door  to  such  teaching,  and  I  defy  you,  logically  at  all 
to  atop  without  going  as  far  as  I  have  said,  even  to  the  abolition  of  the  Con- 
of  Faith  altogether,  and  allowing  a  man  to  teach  precisely  what  he  pleases. 
■e.)  If  this  is  the  liberty  now  claimed,  you  must  give  an  amount  of  liberty  that 
bqrond  what  any  one  will  claim  here.  I  should  like  just  to  say  a  word  or  two 
■i  to  the  speech  of  my  friend.  Dr.  Candlish.  It  was  a  very  good  hit  he  made 
fiteda  from  the  Highlands  about  the  purity  of  discipline,  and  the  way  to 
H  It  was  witty ;  but  is  this  the  best  way  to  administer  discipline  in  this 
Iv  eaae  1  It  is  a  course  that  no  doubt  introduces  a  process  of  discipline,  but 
BOOBO  that  will  infallibly  last  for  a  great  number  of  years  before  it  can  be 

0  as  to  the  arrangementa  made  beforehand  for  the  conducting  of  the  case  in 
auMj.  I  suppose  there  has  never  been  a  time  in  the  history  of  the  Church 
L  was  not  found  necessary  for  those  members  who  were  likely  to  take  a  part 
nodaet  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly,  to  arrange  beforehand  as  to  the 
which  they  were  to  bring  their  motions  forward ;  and  I  am  sure  niy  friend, 
ijto,  was  not  the  sole  author  of  the  motion  that  he  brought  forward  to-day. 
ter.)  I  would  be  surprised  if  he  did  it  on  his  sole  responsibility.  He  would 
MB  greatly  to  blame  if  he  had  not  consulted  with  liis  friends ;  I  am  sure  that 

so;  and  that  is  all  we  did,  and  the  only  thing  Dr.  Candlish  will  say  we  did. 

•  U  is  said   there    was  an    ungracious   construction    put   upon   Professor 

1  aetion.  We  judge  of  Professor  Smith's  conception  of  the  action  of  last 
b|y,  mainly  from  two  facts,  the  publication,  or  the  allowing  to  appear,  of  the 
**  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature,"  and  his  own  explanation  of  these  facts 
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Bmoont  to  1  I  tiiink  I  might  saj  tluit  such  a  stAtement  as  tJiat  might  be  made  ai 
regardg  some  matters  of  undoubted  £act.  There  are  matterB  of  fact*  ihaty  when 
stated  abrupt  It,  and  on  the  first  blush,  appear  to  raise  grare  doabt  at  to  the  dirine 
inspiration  and  historical  truth  of  some  of  the  hooka  of  Scripture;  bat  if  aajthio; 
was  to  be  founded  upon,  the  statements  should  hsTO  been  specified.  It  is  all  the 
more  astonishing  thst  it  should  be  indefinite,  when  there  is  the  report  which  the 
Commission  transmitted  to  this  Assemblj.  Sir  Heniy  Honcreiff  penoaded  the 
Aasembly  to  adopt  a  findinf?  which  declares  that  the  report  deserres  the  earnest  atten- 
tion of  the  Assemblj.  Br.  Rainy 'a  motion  does  not  propose  to  call  earnest  aitcntioii  to 
anything  in  it.  That  is  significant.  Br.  Thomas  Smith  was  eonitraiiied  io  say 
that  something  in  that  report  would  hare  been  better  not  to  hare  been  there;.  2so 
doubt  Br.  Bainy  thought  and  knew  thst  there  was  many  things  in  that  rqwrt  which 
had  better  not  hare  been  there,  and  on  which  no  Choreh  eould,  with  any  respect  for 
itself,  found  action  against  any  of  its  offiee*beaiers  or  ministen. 

I  shall  refer  now  to  the  argument  of  Br.  Bainy  in  support  of  the  power  of  this 
Assembly  to  remoye  the  Professor  from  his  chair  without  the  ezerdse  of  diadpliBe^ 
without  sny  charge  of  unsound  doctrine,  and  without  a  form  of  process  in  the 
regular  way.  Br.  Bainy  put  that  power  under  the  head  of  what^  in  hia  opinion,  is 
the  Tisitorial  power,  wliich  is  exercised  over  colleges  and  uniTcrsities.  We  need  to 
look  a  little  into  this  matter  to  see  if  this  Assembly  pomesses  sach  viutorlal  power 
as  that  which  is  claimed  for  it.  I  think  Br.  Bainy 's  aignment  waa  a  Tcry  good  one,  sad 
his  reasons  were  weighty  for  sajing  that  the  Church  ought  to  haFC  thai  power. 
But  that  is  not  the  question.  The  question  is — Whether  the  Assembly  hM  that 
power,  and  whether  the  Church  has  that  power!  Br.  Bainy  will  admit  at  ooee 
that  that  power  ia  not  one  of  the  inherent  powers  of  the  Church  of  Christy  for  before 
the  Bisruption  the  Chnreb,  aa  Br.  Bainy  said,  did  not  possess  it.  If  not  then  ia- 
herent,  it  most  be  a  power  conferred  upon  the  Chnrcli,  or  any  of  the  courts  of  the 
Church,  by  special  contract  or  legislation,  and  it  ia  quite  poaaible  the  Church  may 
haye  conferred  audi  a  power.  I  think  I  am  correct  in  saying  that  some  such  power 
was  at  one  period  in  the  history  of  our  Free  Church  entrusted  to  the  College  Com- 
mittee. By  a  certain  Act  of  the  Church  the  College  Committee  was  entrusted  with 
the  power,  expressed  in  yery  general  terms,  to  act  as  yiaitorB  of  the  college.  Whea 
a  case  arose  in  the  Glasgow  College,  it  waa  found  that  the  terms  were  somewhat 
vague,  and,  in  consequence  of  that^  the  Assembly  made  an  alteration  that  took  away 
from  the  College  Committee  power  to  act  aa  yiaitors.  That  shows  that  this  power 
is  one  that  does  not  belong  inherently  to  any  court  of  the  Church,  and  it  lies  upon 
Br.  Bainy  to  show,  not  that  the  Churdi  should  haye  that  power,  but  actually  has  it  ; 
that  by  some  Act  or  unlyersal  custom  of  the  Church  the  Assembly  has  been  inyested 
with  such  power.  Unless  that  can  be  done  I  hold  that  such  a  proceeding  as  thii 
motion  points  to  is  incompetent.  (Interruption.)  There  is  no  reference  made  to 
a  yery  important  element  in  the  case,  the  yolume  of  lectnrea  on  the  Old  Testament 
published  by  Professor  Smith  about  a  month  sgo.  Not  notieing  that,  this  motioa 
giyes  no  deliyerance  for  the  guidance  of  the  Church  as  to  the  great  theologiesl  qses- 
tions  tliat  iiaye  been  raised.  I  oordially  agree  with  what  Br.  Whyte  has  said,  that 
instead  of  finding  Professor  Smith's  dkcussioas  and  criticisms  unsettling  or 
dangerous,  they  haye  on  me  the  yery  opposite  effect  I  think  one  Uilng  has  been 
made  clear  by  this  yolome,  and  that  is,  that  there  is  nothing  rationaliatic  in  Pro- 
fessor Smith's  criticisms.  (Applause.)  He  holds  and  teaches  the  snpematoral 
agency  of  Qod  and  the  gracious  purpose  of  God,  and  the  inspiring  Spirit  of  God 
guiding  the  Church  through  the  ages,  and  proclaiming  the  truths  of  Scripture ;  and 
the  statements  he  has  made  in  taat  yolume  cannot  be  met  by  judicial  proceedings 
or  by  summary  remoyal  from  his  chair ;  they  can  only  be  met  by  aiigomait. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH,  Edinburgh— I  rise  first  of  all  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  Br.  Candlish.  I  did  not  say  that  I  digagreed  with  anything  that  wss  ia 
the  report  of  the  Commission.  I  only  said  that  I  did  not  think  that  precisely  the 
same  amount  of  weight  was  due  to  all  the  objections  they  made  to  Professor's  Smith'a 
writings.  In  regard  to  the  first  head — that  I  did  not  think  it  bore  the  same  amount 
of  weight  that  the  other  heads  should  bear.  This  correction  induced  me  to  rise ; 
but  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  one  or  two  things  in  regud  to  this  most  important 
matter.  Allow  me  to  say.  Moderator,  that  I  for  one  haying  yery  recently— more 
recently  than  any  other^acoepted  the  office  of  professor,  I  did  so  on  the  foil 
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,  with  the  fall  confideDce  that  we  shall  have  generoas  terms  from  our 
>r  ve  are  one  with  them,  and  they  are  one  with  us,  in  the  desire  to  advance 
iming  amongst  our  students  and  people.  We  are  certainly  not  the  men 
I  appreciate  learning;  that  cannot  appreciate  scholarships.  We  give 
.  eredit  to  one  another  as  being  experts  in  oar  various  departments — 
-And  in  the  various  colleges  of  our  Church  there  may  be  one  man  with 
ile  another  may  have  another  gift^  but  all  tend  to  edification.  We  do  not 
ir  brethren  appreciate  the  qualifications  of  our  colleagues,  and  we  do  not 
lej  lament  the  necessity  that  has  been  laid  upon  the  Church  for  so  many 
deprive  heraelf  of  his  services  in  the  college  at  Aberdeen. 
N'KELL,  Thurso,  who  rose  on  the  left  side  of  the  house,  said  that, 
ling  there,  he  did  not  rise  to  support  the  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy.  He  rose 
Ferent  purpose.  He  happened  to  be  one  of  two  members  of  the  PreS' 
aithnesa,  which  was  considered  to  be  far  enough  north  for  most  people 
) — at  all  likely,  judging  from  the  past,  to  vote  for  Dr.  Why te's  motion, 
igbt  he  was  entitled  at  least  to  a  hearing  for  a  few  minutes,  especially 
ich  had  been  already  said  with  respect  to  the  attitude  of  the  North  upon 
ant  qaestion.  (Applause.)  It  could  not  be  logically  held  that  because 
n  supported  the  motion  that  had  been  moved  by  the  other  side,  that, 
koj  approved  of  all  the  views  of  Professor  Smith.  His  views,  they 
I  be  subject  of  inquiry,  and  there  were  many  of  them  who  hitherto  had 
i,  vhich  would  make  it  seem  as  if  they  held  his  views.  There  were  many 
I  had  been  sorely  vexed  by  the  munner  in  which  Professor  Smith  had  acted 
and  after  the  verdict  of  last  Assembly — (hear,  hear) — but  notwithstand- 
teld  that  whatever  Professor  Smith  had  done  should  be  looked  at  in  a 
;  and  he  denied  that  the  North  of  Scotland,  or  the  Highlands  of  Scotland 
idered  that  the  question  had  been  rightly  treated,  not  as  to  the  merits, 
It  proper  mode  of  procedure.    The  question  of  justice  was  taking  hold 

portion  of  the  North — (applause) — and  whatever  they  might  think 
aerite,  they  demanded  justice,  and  these  were  the  most  intelligent  of 
sen  who  were  doing  the  most  at  the  same  time  to  keep  the  Free  Church 
esence  of  an  alien  Establishment.  But  the  question  that  came  before 
qaestion  of  reasonable  anxiety,  and  it  just  came  up  in  this  way.  Were 
:e  a  victim  of  Professor  Smith  on  the  ground  that  he  had  given  reason- 
f  to  the  Church  t  Possibly  the  Church  itself  had  to  some  extent 
to  that  anxiety  by  failure  to  look  boldly  in  the  face  questions  which 
dated,  and  which,  if  looked  boldly  in  the  face,  would  have  tended  to 
m  establishment  of  the  Word  of  God  in  the  belief  of  every  true  Chris- 
laose.) 

ere  two  sides  to  this  anxiety  question.  He  did  not  deny  that  Professor 
given  anxiety,  but  he  held  as  well  that,  to  some  extent,  that  anxiety 
eaaioned  by  the  past  attitude  of  the  Free  Church  aud  of  other  Churches 
I  Tery  subject  of  Biblical  criticism,  which,  if  rightly  looked  into,  would 
ia  have  made  the  Bible  more  sure  of  its  foundation,  not  in  the  Church 
leh,  as  amongst  others  who  looked  upon  it  as  human  and  not  inspired 
Lpplaose.)  He  could  remember  the  time  when  there  was  an  anxiety 
the  Church,  and  especially  throughout  the  Highlands,  with  respect  to  the 
Dr.  Rainy  upon  the  Union  question.  (Laughter.)  There  was  such 
f  coarse  it  was  true  that  where  the  anxiety  was  greatest  now  Dr.  Rainy 
itrasted,  but  greatly  trusted,  and  it  was  hoped  he  would  be  able  to 
arch  through  the  crisis  which  had  come  upon  it  by  a  motion  such  as  he 
f  proposed.  At  the  same  time,  at  the  root  of  this  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy 
e  question  of  the  confidence  of  the  Church,  and  he  had  yet  to  know 
I  Assembly,  by  a  vote  today,  meant  to  tell  them  that  the  confidence 
:h  on  the  one  side  or  the  other,  for  or  against  Professor  Smith,  was 
led.  In  the  House  of  Commons,  were  it  by  a  vote  of  the  House  decided 
uUtone  bad  lost  the  confidence  of  the  country,  would  he  on  that  decision 
:aaet  at  least — have  decided  to  give  up  his  leadership  and  retire) 
»t  have  gone  down  at  once  and  demanded  whether  or  not  the  country 
eooAdence  1     (Loud  applause.)     And,  therefore,  he  held  that  the  eonfi- 

Chareh  had  not  to  be  ascertained  simply  by  a  vote  of  this  Assembly — 


100  CASE  OF  PROFESSOR  ROBERTSON  SMITH. 

in  his  letter  addressed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen.  Now,  there  iB  nothing  Dn- 
gracious  in  supposing  that  Professor  Smith  considered  himself  jastified,  notvith. 
standing  the  admonition  that  was  addressed  to  him  by  the  Assembly,  notwithstandiog 
the  statement  in  the  very  body  of  the  motion  that  was  sabmttted  by  his  own  iiiends, 
that  professors  were  to  be  understood  as  not  called  to  teach  their  own  special  riews, 
but  the  views  of  the  Church,  Professor  Smith  must  have  considered  it  compatible 
with  the  right  interpretation  of  that,  to  put  forth  that  article  in  which  he  knew  that 
there  were  statements  manifold,  that  were  his  views,  and  not  the  views  of  the 
Church.  Whether  they  might  be  traditional  or  critical  views,  yet  that  they  were  the 
views  which  scarcely  any  one  of  his  own  friends  even  has  declared  to  be  his,  and  vievB 
which  the  great  majority  of  the  Church  in  its  courts,  and  through  all  its  borders,  did 
most  emphatically  disclaim — views  which  had  been  disclaimed  almost  equally  bj 
those  who  supported  Dr.  Beith's  motion  in  last  Assembly  and  those  who  opposed  iL 
Now,  then,  Professor  Smith  supposed,  and  no  doubt  most  honestly  supposed,  that 
he  was  entitled,  in  conformity  with,  and  in  carrying  out  the  admonition  of  the 
Assembly  founded  upon  that  matter,  to  propound  and  publish  these  Tiews  as  hia 
own  views,  which  were  certainly  not  the  views  of  the  Church.  If  that  be  the  inter- 
pretation, I  think  it  is  an  interpretation  as  reasonable  as  we  are  bound  to  put  npos 
his  conduct.  And  he  vindicates  his  conduct  in  the  letter  to  the  Presbyteiy  very 
much  on  that  ground  that,  no  doubt  in  certain  circumstances,  he  would  consider 
himself  free  to  turn  his  attention  in  other  directions. 

But  so  far  as  I  can  read  the  letter,  he  expressly  says  he  is  not  to  be  understood  as 
bound  to  keep  back  his  views  on  the  subject.  And  rightly  so ;  I  could  not  have  been 
a  party  to  that'motion  of  last  year,  but  I  think  we  are  not  entitled  to  say  to  any 
professor  that  he  is  to  keep  back  his  views.  It  would  have  been  very  well  if  the 
Assembly  had  been  told  of  the  forthcoming  of  this  article,  and  we  had  been  asked  to 
draw  a  line  between  the  course  that  Professor  Smith  intended  to  adopt,  or  to  begin 
from  the  point  when  that  admonition  was  addressed  to  him.  If  he  had  said  Uiat  be 
desired  that  that  article  should  be  included  among  the  previous  articles,  we  should  be 
in  a  very  different  position,  and  I  should  be  disposed  certainly  to  agree  to  a  certain 
extent  with  Professor  Candlish;  but  if  there  be  any  blame  in  the  matter.  Professor 
Smith  is  solely  and  exclusively  to  blame.  It  is  said  there  is  a  vagueness  in  our 
motion  as  to  the  writings.  There  Is  no  such  vagueness.  It  is  stated  most  emphati. 
cally,  and  it  is  to  be  read,  of  course,  in  connection  with  all  the  discussions  that  have 
taken  place,  and  I  think  that  the  statements  are  definite  enough  as  to  the  earnest 
attention  that  the  Commission  called  for.  Why,  we  are  now  giving  thai  eaniest 
attention*  Professor  Candlish  seems  to  have  thought  that  we  were  to  begin  after  Uiis 
Assembly  was  over  to  give  that  earnest  attention. 
Professor  CANDLISH^That  is  not  right. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH— Tou  expressed  yourself  as  if  yon  did. 
Professor  CANDLISH — I  said  that  I  expected  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  wonld  have 
said  something  upon  this  point. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH— We  gave  earnest  attention  indeed  to  the  writiiigB 
of  Professor  Smith,  and  we  are  founding  upon  that  attention.  Dr.  Candlish  omits 
to  notice  that  the  last  clause  of  our  motion  postpones  consideration  of  very  important 
matter  to  a  succeeding  day,  and  he  must  have  noticed  that  there  is  no  reference  in 
either  of  the  two  motions  hitherto  proposed — the  one  discussed  last  night,  and  the 
one  now  nnder  discussion — there  is  no  reference  to  the  book  lately  published  by 
Professor  Smith.  If  that  book  is  brought  before  the  Assembly  by  overtures,  sorelj 
he  would  have  drawn  infsrences  that  it  was  proposed  to  do  it. 

Professor  CANDLISH — I  defy  you  to  do  it,  becanse  these  overtures  are  not 
before  the  Assembly. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH— Precisely  so.  They  are  not  yet  before  the  Asscmblr, 
and  therefore  we  cannot  take  cognisance  of  them  in  our  present  motion  or  discos- 
sion.  But  they  are  to  be  taken  up  yet,  and  therefore  Professor  Candlish  is  under 
an  entire  misapprehension.  The  whole  thing  reduces  itself  to  this — Professor  Smiih 
and  other  professors  are  invested  with  a  most  responsible  office — far  be  it  from  me 
to  say  it  is  not  a  responsible  office.  We  exercise  our  office,  and  we  rejoice  in  bein^^ 
under  the  eye  of  the  Church  and  the  General  Assembly.  We  are  not  afraid—Dr. 
Candlish  is  not  afraid.  Dr.  Rainy  has  told  us  he  is  not  afraid,  and  if  it  is  a  thing  of 
consequence  that  you  should  know,  I  am  not  afraid — to  exercise  oar  office  under 'bat 
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'  -^nlaa^e,  and  interruption.)     In  reply  to  the  sag^ation  that 

;!;sionB  and  presbyteries  to  consider  what  they  should  do, 

lid  been  elected  specially  for  the  purpose  of  settling  this 

'^-  I     They  all  know  this  was  to  come  up,  and  that  it  was  to  be 

'.^  (Interruption.)     He  submitted,  in  conclusion,  that  the  power 

^  ^c-  J  proposed  was  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  Church  as  an 

*»*  .1  Church.     (Applause.) 

^  >JRD0N  (elder),  Park  hill,  rose  to  auk  a  question.     He  said  he  felt 

-sity  of  asking  an  explanation.     Mr.  Balfour  has  said  that  this 

elected  on  this  case  of  Professor  Smith.    I  want  to  bear  testimony 

had  been  the  case  in  my  Presbytery  I  would  not  ha7e  been  here. 

By  the  kind  forbearance  of  the  Presbytery,  the  miyority  of  which  take 

•ide  from  myself  on  this  question,  I  was  nererthclesa  elected  one  of  their 

.  retires. 

.  BALFOUR  said — Perhaps  he  hud  put  that  too  broadly.    He  did  not  mean 

people  were  specially  appointed  for  this  purpose  to  the  Assembly ;  he  entirely 

.approred  of  packing  the  Assembly,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  well  known  this  was 

«a  lie  the  grtht  question  before  the  Court. 

Mr.  A.  O.  JOHNSTON,  Qlasgow,  said  he  ventured  for  the  first  time  to  take 

pari  in  the  debates  of  this  house,  and,  with  extreme  diffidence,  to  oppose  the 

motion  proposed  by  their  esteemed  and  revered  Principal,  at  whose  feet  he  was  wont 

t08it,at  whoce  feet  he  might  say  he  still  sat,  as  did  very  many  of  the  ministers  of  this 

Church.     Bui  there  were  some  things  that  compelled  a  man  to  come  forward  and 

My  what  he  had  got  to  say,  and  he  thought  there  was  nothing  which  could  more 

empel  a  man  than  the  importance  and  gravity  of  this  question  on  which  he  ought 

ta  expreu  diatinetly  his  convictions.    Referring  to  what  had   fallen   from   Mr. 

Bollonr  regmrdlDg  the  silence  of  Professor  Smith  as  to  the  new  article  when  he 

nerived  the  admonition  of  the  Moderator  at  last  Assembly,  Mr.  Johnston  said  he 

bid  nothing  to  find  fault  with  in  Mr.  Balfonr's  remarks ;  but  it  had  been  said,  not 

iBtkat  honae,  bnl  oataide,  and  it  might  be  said  there,  that  there  was  something 

tiugenaoaa,  aomething  not  straightforr^'ard,  something  dishonest  on  the  part  of 

PtoCfiiior  Smith  in  coneealing  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  article  on  Hebrew 

Lngnage  and  Literature.     Now,  any  one  who  remembered  last  Assembly  wonld 

roMmber  thai  the  possibility  of  Dr.  Beith's  motion  being  carried  was  something 

flitaeareely  any  one  anticipated.    He  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  Professor  Smith 

ttleut  never  contemplated  such  a  possibility.     He  remembered  walking  up  to  the 

iacmbly  with  Professor  Smith  that  evening.     He  (Mr.  Johnston)  had  begun  to 

iael  that  it  was  not  impossible  that  that  motion  might  be  carried,  and  he  tried  to 

pit  inlo  Profeaaor  Smith's  mind  some  of  his  own  sanguineness  to  cheer  him,  but 

hiitterly  failed.    He  knew  further,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  when  the  motion  was 

ptMcdand  Professor  Smith  was  called  to  the  bar,  the  sudden  revulsion  of  feeling,  his 

jof  atihs  ihoaghi  that  the  Church  had  expressed  her  continued  confidence  in  him, 

aad  thai  she  was  to  send  him  back  to  the  work  which  he  loved,  was  such  that  that 

article  wis  never  for  a  moment  in  his  mind.    (Loud  applause.) 

Professor  Thomas  Smith  had  endeavoured  to  put  them  into  a  dilemma.  He  said 
—Had  the  Church  no  possible  way  of  coming  down  upon  a  professor,  say  in  the 
bigfaining  of  a  session,  who  was  indulging  in  some  absurdities ;  and  then  he  went  on 
Unfer  io  teaehing  something  like  Mohammedanism  or  Buddhism,  or  that  of  the 
tailarian  Channing.  Did  Dr.  Smith  suppose  that  there  was  any  analogy  between 
neh  a  cisa  and  the  present  1  did  he  suppose  that  a  man  teaching  such  views  as  he 
bd  pfltoiftd  at  would  be  supported  by  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  this  house 
-«0t  only  of  this  house,  but  throughout  the  Church?  In  the  Assembly  of  1878 
tky  were  in  a  minority  of  18,  next  Assembly  it  was  only  1,  and  the  next  Assembly 
WIS  so  altered  as  to  drop  the  libel  altogether.  Was  it  possible  that  nearly  half  the 
Chvch  eoold  be  found  supporting  such  teaching  as  Dr.  Smith  had  imagined? 
(Htar,  heaL) 

lAftV^^g  gt  Principal  Rainy's  motion,  he  saw  in  it  a  number  of  findings  upon 
*Ueh  was  based  a  judgment,  and  these  findings  pointed  almost  entirely  to  faults  of 
tmper  or  lack  of  aympaUiy — to  indiscretion;  but  he  imagined  it  was  a  somewhat 
MTcre  meainre  to  remove  a  professor  from  his  chair  for  indiscretion  in  his  published 
vttcnaeef .  while  never,  so  far  aa  he  knew,  had  there  been  a  whisper  in  this  Church 
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(load  applause) — but  by  going  down  upon  the  question — ^unless  thej  libelled — ^noi 
only  to  the  Presbyteries,  but  to  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  Free  Chorch, 
the  question  being  "  Yea"  or  **  Kay."  (Applause.)  Professor  Thomas  Smith  had 
just  told  us  what  was  the  liberty  that  this  Church  waa  to  ha7e  upon  critical  ques- 
tions, but  that  was  what  the  Church  itself  was  called  upon  to  answer.  He  said 
men  should  not  have  that  liberty  which  Professor  Smith  would  ha7e  were  he  not 
proceeded  against  and  deposed  from  office.  That  was  just  the  thing  they  wanted  to 
know ;  and  how  were  they  to  ascertain  the  measure  of  liberty  unless  they  proceeded 
in  a  constitutional  way,  according  to  the  form  of  process,  and  thereby  formnUte  the 
amount  of  liberty  they  were  prepared  to  give  in  this  matter  to  any  minister  or 
professor  of  the  Church.  And  it  was  also  held  by  Professor  Thomas  Smith  that 
the  professors  were  appointed  to  teach  the  views  of  the  Church.  Nobody  donbted 
that,  but  they  could  not  say  that  Professor  Smith  had  not  taught  the  riews  of  the 
Church  until  they  showed  what  these  views  were.  He  held  that  if  thia  Aasemblj 
proceeded  as  it  proposed  to  do,  it  would  do  serious  damage  not  to  Professor  Smith 
alone — he  was  not  so  anxious  about  him — but  it  would  do  aerioos  damage  to  the 
Church  itself,  because  they  disposed  of  him  without  telling  them  how  men  were  to 
have  life  within  the  Church.  He  still  saw  the  standard  of  the  Church  aloft»  and  he 
saw  there  the  word  **  Jostitia."  Was  this  Church  this  night  to  pull  down  her  old 
flag  from  its  flagstaff,  and  to  call  a  halt  before  raising  it  aloft  again,  leaving  it  mean* 
while  to  others  outside  the  Church — to  men  of  the  world  and  not  to  men  of  Ood — ia 
affix  to  their  flagstaff  what  flag  they  pleased.     (Cheers.) 

Mr.  R.  a  BALFOIJK,  Edinburgh,  said  that,  like  Dr.  Eainy,  he  was  at  fint 
exceedingly  unwilling  that  this  question  should  be  raised  at  all,  and,  in  his  own 
Presbytery,  he  tabled  a  motion  to  pass  it  by.     The  question,  however,  having  beea 
raised,  they  must  just  form  their  judgment  in  the  best  way  they  could.     In  answer 
to  the  objection  of  Professor  Candlish,  as  to  the  conferences  which  had  taken  place 
on  his  side,  he  said  such  conferences  were  exceedingly  common  in  the  Union  con< 
troversy,  and  were  taken  part  in  by  the  professor's  esteemed  father.     Moreover, 
conferences  had  taken  place  on  the  opposite  side ;  and  they  were  a  proceeding  of 
which  he  for  one  was  not  ashamed.    (Applause.)     It  was  quite  true,  also,  that  they 
had  not  taken  up  the  lectures  recently  delivered  by  Professor  Smith,  because  they 
thought  it  better  to  do  one  thing  at  a  time.     (Hear,  hear.)    They  now  asked  the 
Assembly  to  consider  whether  the  Church  had  anything  to  do  with  reference  to  the 
past)  and  what  ought  to  be  done  with  Professor  Robertson  Smith  in  regard  to  his 
alleged  offence.     Dr.  Whyte  said  they  were  proceeding  against  him  beeanse  he  had 
contradicted  the  unwritten,  floating,  unformulated  opinion  of  the  Church.     (Hear, 
hear.)     If  that  were  so,  how  did  Dr.  Whyte  think  they  could  possibly  proceed  by 
libel,  for  which  they  must  proceed  on  the  Confession  of  Faith,  and  nothing  but  the 
Confession  1    (Applause.)     It  was  quite  possible,  he  went  on  to  submit,  that  a  man 
occupying  the  position  of  a  professor  might  put  himself  so  thoroughly  in  opposidon 
to  the  prevailing  view  and  sentiment  of  the  Church  in  regard  to  matters  that  they 
believe  to  be  of  vital  moment,  without  contradicting  one  essential  statement  of  the 
Confession,  that  it  might  be  necessary  to  face  the  question  how  they  were  to  deal 
with  that  man,  so  as  to  preserve  the  Church's  peace,  and,  according  to  the  Church's 
view  prevailing  at  the  time,  without  formulating  a  libel  against  him.     Tiiat  was  the 
case  here.    The  question  was  mixed  up  with  the  personal,  so  that  it  was  not  a  purely 
doctrinal  question,  requiring  or  admitting  of  being  dealt  with  by  libel.     In  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Professor  Smith's  conduct,  he  was  quite  clear  that  it  was  not  resaos- 
able  they  should  continue  the  Professor  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  his  office 
in  the  meantime.     (Applause.)    They  were  often  told  they  were  just  committing  the 
mistake  which  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  made  in  the  case  of  GhiUleo.     But  they 
must  just  act  with  their  present  light,  and,  when  more  light  came,  they  oonld  retrace 
their  steps.     With  their  present  light,  they  must,  he  thought,  withdraw  their  con- 
fidence from  the  Professor,  in  respect  that  his  views  were  dangerous  and  unsettling^ 
Dr.    Whyte  said    they   were    not   dangerous  and  unsettling  to  him.    He  dared 
say  not.     An  accomplished  theologian  like  Dr.  Whyte  was  not  to  be  unsettled  by 
the  most  unsound  book  they  could  put  into  his  hands.    (Laughter.)    But  he  did 
fear  that,  having  their  ingenuous  youth  under  his  tuition,  who  were  just  in  the  stage 
of  their  lives  at  which  there  was  great  romance  and  attractiveness  about  that  style 
of  teaching,  Professor  Smith  might  be  exceedingly  dangerous  and  extremely  oa- 
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eai.  (Applause,  and  interraption.)  In  reply  to  the  soggettion  that 
po  down  to  BCBsions  and  presbyteries  to  consider  what  they  should  do, 
Awembly  had  been  elected  specially  for  the  purpose  of  settling  this 
•trnpUoD.)  They  all  knew  this  was  to  come  ap,  and  that  it  was  to  be 
•■tion.  (Iniermption.)  He  submitted,  in  conclusion,  that  the  power 
r.  Bainy  proposed  was  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  Church  as  an 
Bgelical  Church.     (Applause.) 

NT  GORDON  (elder),  Parkhill,  rose  to  ask  a  question.  He  said  he  felt 
teesaity  of  asking  an  explanation.  Mr.  Balfour  has  said  that  this 
B  tiected  on  this  case  of  Professor  Smith.  I  want  to  bear  testimony 
bad  been  the  case  in  my  Presbytery  I  would  not  ha7e  been  here. 
By  the  kind  forbearance  of  the  Presbytery,  the  minority  of  which  take 
I  from  myself  on  this  question,  I  was  ne7ertheleBB  eleoted  one  of  their 

POUB  said — Perhaps  he  had  put  that  too  broadly.  He  did  not  mean 
'ere  specially  appointed  for  this  purpose  to  the  Assembly ;  he  entirely 
»f  padung  the  Assembly,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  well  known  this  was 
al  question  before  the  Court. 

».  JOHNSTON,  Glasgow,  said  he  ventured  for  the  first  time  to  take 
debates  of  this  house,  and,  with  extreme  diffidence,  to  oppose  the 
led  by  their  esteemed  and  revered  Principal,  at  whose  feet  he  was  wont 
•  ke%  he  might  say  he  still  sat,  as  did  very  many  of  the  ministers  of  this 
t  tbere  were  some  things  that  compelled  a  man  to  come  forward  and 
had  got  to  say,  and  he  thought  there  was  nothing  which  could  more 
B  tiian  the  importance  and  gravity  of  this  question  on  which  he  ought 
JMinctly  his  convictions.  Referring  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
(ding  the  silence  of  Professor  Smith  as  to  the  new  article  when  he 
admonition  of  the  Moderator  at  last  Assembly,  Mr.  Johnston  said  he 
bo  find  fault  with  in  Mr.  Balfour's  remarks ;  but  it  had  been  said,  not 
;  but  outside,  and  it  might  be  said  there,  that  there  was  something 
t  aomething  not  straightforward,  something  dishonest  on  the  part  of 
ittli  in  concealing  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  article  on  Hebrew 
d  Literature.  Now,  any  one  who  remembered  last  Assembly  would 
nt  the  possibility  of  Dr.  Beith*s  motion  being  carried  was  something 
any  one  anticipated.  He  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  Professor  Smith 
r  contemplated  such  a  possibility.  He  remembered  walking  up  to  the 
;th  Professor  Smith  that  evening.  He  (Mr.  Johnston)  had  begun  to 
as  not  impossible  that  that  motion  might  be  carried,  and  he  tried  to 
fesflor  Smith's  mind  some  of  his  own  sang^ineness  to  cheer  him,  but 
led.  He  knew  further,  aa  a  matter  of  fact,  that  when  the  motion  was 
rofessor  Smith  was  called  to  the  bar,  the  sudden  revulsion  of  feeling,  his 
loght  that  the  Church  had  expressed  her  continued  confidence  in  him, 
was  to  send  him  back  to  the  work  which  he  loved,  was  such  that  that 
Bver  for  a  moment  in  his  mind.  (Loud  applause.) 
Thomas  Smith  had  endeavoured  to  put  them  into  a  dilemma.  He  said 
C?hurch  no  possible  way  of  coming  down  upon  a  professor,  say  in  the 
a  session,  who  was  indulging  in  some  absurdities ;  and  then  he  went  on 
i^tf^jng  something  like  Mohammedanism  or  Buddhism,  or  that  of  the 
lanning.  Did  Dr.  Smith  suppose  that  there  was  any  analogy  between 
ad  the  present  1  did  he  suppose  that  a  man  teaching  such  views  as  he 
ai  would  be  supported  by  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  this  bouse 
»f  this  house,  but  throughout  the  Church  ?  In  the  Assembly  of  1878 
n  minority  of  18,  next  Assembly  it  was  only  1,  and  the  next  Assembly 
das  to  drop  the  libel  altogether.  Was  it  possible  that  nearly  half  the 
d  be  found  supporting  such  teaching  as  Dr.  Smith  had   imagined? 

at  Principal  Rainy's  motion,  he  saw  in  it  a  number  of  findings  upon 
lacd  a  judgment,  and  these  findings  pointed  almost  entirely  to  faults  of 
ek  of  sympathy — to  indiscretion ;  but  he  imagined  it  was  a  somewhat 
ne  to  remove  a  professor  from  his  chair  for  indiscretion  in  his  published 
rhile  never,  bo  far  as  he  knew,  had  there  been  a  whisper  in  thlB  Church 
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that  Professor  Smith  had  been  gailty  of  indiscretion  or  ahorteoming  in  the  discharge 
of  his  professional  duty.    (Applause.) 

It  had  been  pointed  out  to  them  that  there  were  many  things  that  conid  not  be 
worked  out  by  libel,  and  Mr.  Balfour  had  asked,  in  that  case  what  kind  of  remedy 
haye  yon  1  Well,  it  was  within  the  power  of  the  Church  to  say  to  Professor  Smith 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Church  was  against  his  teaching  certain  things  to  his 
students,  and  to  obtain  from  him  an  assurance  that  he  would  not  teach  the  things 
objected  to,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that,  if  such  an  instruction  were  issued,  Professor 
Smith  would  obey  it. 

They  had  been  asked,  Had  not  the  Church  the  power  to  remote  a  professor 
whom  she  objected  to  7  It  was  not  denied  that  the  Church  had  the  power,  pro- 
vided they  went  about  it  in  a  constitutional  way,  sending  it  down  to  presbyteries 
under  the  Barrier  Act ;  but  what  they  contended  was  that  the  Assembly  bad  not 
this  power.  Then  they  were  asked,  Could  they  not  trust  the  Church  ?  Well,  they 
felt  that  they  could  trust  the  Church,  as  led  by  Principal  Rainy,  a  good  deal ;  but 
they  did  not  know  what  might  be  the  result  of  this  new  legislation.  They  did  not 
know  who  was  to  be  struck  at  next.  (Applause.)  It  would  not  touch  him,  it  would 
not  touch  obscure  men — it  was  the  tallest  poppy-heads  that  were  cut  down  first — 
— (laughter) — and  there  were  conspicuous  men  before  the  Church  who,  if  once  this 
precedent  were  established,  might  be  struck  at  in  the  same  way,  and  remoTed  from 
their  important  positions. 

This  motion  was  not  one  simply  touching  the  rights  of  office-bearers,  but  the 
well-being  of  the  Church  herself.  The  Church  was  strong  in  the  love  and  loyalty  of 
her  members,  in  the  protection  of  their  rights  and  liberty — she  was  strong  when  she 
commanded  the  respect  of  the  community  amongst  whom  she  was  planted.  He  had 
heard  it  said — he  hoped  this  house  would  give  no  occasion  for  its  being  said  again — 
that  ministers  of  the  Church  who  knew  things  about  the  Bible  exercised  not  only 
that  discretion  and  judgment  which  every  minister  ought  to  use,  but  that  they  con- 
cealed things  from  their  people,  not  using  plainness  of  speech,  because  they  had  a 
certain  terror  upon  them.  And  what  was  it  to  be  if  every  man  was  to  be  exposed 
to  the  suspicion,  would  he  say,  of  being  in  that  way  with  a  rope  round  his  neek, 
which  at  any  moment  might  be  suddenly  tightened  when  a  panic  seized  the 
Assembly  1  (Applause.)  They  were  asked,  Should  they  make  all  this  resistance  for 
one  man.  Now,  much  as  they  loved  Professor  Smith,  it  wss  not  for  one  man,  bat 
for  a  principle.  They  wanted  that  principle  of  patient  and  constitutional  action  to 
which  their  motion  pointed ;  and  they  wanted  to  secure  to  their  ministere  and  prc^ 
feasors  liberty  to  search  the  Scriptures,  and  learn  what  the  Bible  told  them  abost 
itself.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  JOHN  M'EWAN,  Edinburgh,  said  that  many  thought  in  the  same  way  st 
Mr.  Balfour  in  regard  to  the  silence  maintained  by  Professor  Smith  when  his  case 
was  decided  at  last  Assembly.  The  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down  told  them, 
and  he  supposed  he  was  speaking  the  truth — (hisses) — that  at  that  moment  tbe 
idea  of  this  srticle  had  passed  away  from  Professor  Smith's  mind.  (AppIauM.) 
He  was  not,  therefore,  to  raise  that  question,  but  there  was  another  point  in  regard 
to  this  article  which  was  referred  to  in  Principal  Eainy's  motion  which  had  not  been 
dwelt  upon  that  day,  and  which  lay  at  the  very  foundation  of  the  case,  And  that  wtt 
the  question  of  the  writing  of  that  article  at  the  time  it  was  written,  and  in  t^e 
circumstances  in  which  Professor  Smith  was  then  placed.  (Applause.)  Professor 
Smith,  as  they  all  knew,  was  then  under  libel — ^a  process  of  discipline  was  on  its 
way  to  the  General  Assembly.  And  in  these  circumstances,  without  waiting  to  see 
what  the  issue  of  the  question  was  to  be  in  the  General  Assembly,  this  article  vis 
written — (hear,  hear) — and,  as  Principal  Rainy  bad  shown,  in  a  style  and  in  a  Umt 
very  different  from  the  previous  writings  of  Professor  Smith  in  the  earlier  portioa 
of  the  case.  Now,  the  question  was — Why  was  it  written  in  the  circumstancei? 
He  thought  the  remark  of  Mr.  Johnston's  threw  some  light  on  the  question — that 
there  was  little  probability  before  last  Assembly  of  the  motion  which  was  pau«<i 
being  accepted  by  the  Assembly.  (Applause.)  In  regard  to  a  statement  by  another 
gentleman,  who  told  them  about  going  down  to  the  people,  while  he  should  be  very 
sorry  to  see  the  necessity  of  their  Church  going  to  the  people  with  the  question  nov 
nised  before  the  Assembly,  he  ventured  to  say  that  if  this  was  done,  those  who  bei<i 
strong  convictions  as  to  the  dangerous  and  oaseitliog  and  erroneous  teachiog  of 
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mitli  woqM  not  have  any  hesiiaifon  to  do  bo,  and  would  have  no  donbt 
the  answer  wonld  be.  He  felt  he  was  not  boasting  when  he  said  that  he 
leapttir  of  settling  this  question  for  a  generation — (laughter) — if  Professor 
d  ftecompanj  him,  with  the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  the  Confession  of  Faith 
r,  before  any  of  the  congregations  of  the  Charch,  and  gire  their  respective 
IIm  meaning  and  nature  of  these  views  to  their  people.    (Applause  and 

The  feeling,  he  held,  was  growing  deeper  that  their  Church  was  suffering 
I  iojury  by  the  continuance  of  this  state  of  things,  and  it  was  for  this  rea- 

others,  that,  while  he  would  have  preferred  that  they  should  have  gone 
d  to  this  matter,  espeoially  in  the  light  of  the  last  book  published,  by  libel, 
ported  the  course  adopted  by  Principal  Rainy.  In  reply  to  the  allegation 
•or  Smith  would  likely  attend  to  the  admonitions  of  the  Church,  he 
Jm  eonduct  and  writings  of  Professor  Smith  during  the  last  few  months  as 
contradiction  of  the  statement.  With  regard  to  Dr.  Whyte's  motion,  it 
fy  good  one,  and  one  that  be  felt  he  would  most  gladly  support,  but  he 

the  Assembly  to  say,  when  they  heard  that  able  and  eloquent  speech 
"hyte,  if  he  gave  them  any  idea  of  how  the  committee  proposed  men  to  go 
3o  refers  to  the  drawing  up  of  a  libel,  if  the  committee  saw  cause.  Now, 
lyte  see  cause  in  the  book  to  which  his  motion  refers  for  a  libell  If  he 
id  be  not  tell  them  ?  (Applause )  As  to  the  committee,  he  supposed  Dr. 
Id  never  think  of  coming  to  their  side  of  the  boose  for  members,  but  that 
i  bear  such  names  as  Professor  Salmond,  Aberdeen;  Professor  Bruce, 
Professor  Lindsay,  Glasgow.  (Applause  and  laughter.)  Well,  he  con- 
8  WIS  turning  the  question  of  libel  into  perfect  ridicule — (applause) — 
rboB  he  heard  such  men  as  Professor  Candlish  telling  them  there  was  no 
;  tondency  in  the  book  referred  to.  (Applause  and  hisses.) 
lOROE,  Montrose,  said  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  a  speaker  to  occupy 
s  at  his  disposal  in  reviewing  the  history  of  this  case,  and  proving,  per- 
lie  was  very  wise  after  the  event  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  time 
rben  it  was  needful  to  find  some  common  ground  upon  which  they  could 
I  the  future  in  reference  to  those  critical  views  of  which  Professor  Smith 
oDont. 

^rofessor  stood  alone,  his  case  might  not  be  difficult  to  deal  with.  If  his 
:ed  throughout  the  Church  no  sympathy  whatever,  they  might  easily 
m  from  his  chair;  but  what,  for  example,  were  they  going  to  do  with 
Lalny  1  (Hear,  hear,  and  interruption.)  He  would  undertake  to  prove  that 
pikl  held  a  number  of  those  views  for  which  Professor  Smith  was 
a  order  to  show  where  this  vote  of  no  confidence  might  land  them, 
h  tbe  whole  line  of  historical  criticism  affecting  the  books  of  the  Bible — 
mieh,  Ecclesiastes,  the  Psalms,  and  so  on — there  lay  a  method  of  pro- 
I  instrument  was  employed  in  obtaining  the  results,  or  whatever  else 
t  be  ealled  at  which  their  professors  arrived.  It  was  needful  that  their 
iboold  exercise  great  care  in  the  use  of  that  instrument.  When  a  man 
{%,  be  could  not  himself  tell  how  far  on  many  points  it  might  lead  him — 
eeent  views  on  many  things  about  Scripture  might  be  ultimately  affected. 
otber  hand,  it  became  them  as  a  Church  to  exercise  great  forbearance 
id  great  confidence  in,  their  professors,  as  men  employed  in  work  of  a 
lit  and  delicate  kind.  If  any  of  them  erred  it  was  surely  right  they 
re  a  fair  trial  by  an  acknowledged  and  settled  standard.  What  were 
;  to  do  in  the  present  easel     They  were  trying  Professor  Smith,  and 

doubt  they  would  remove  him  from  his  chair,  not  by  the  Confession 
Nit  by  the  traditional  and  hitherto  universally  accepted  views  of  Scrip- 
I  bad  prevailed  in  this  Church.  He  conceded  that  He  drew  their 
to  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  if  any  one  departed  from  those 
under  the  condemnation  of  the  law  which  was  to  be  that  evening 


le  held  in  hia  hand  a  book,  entitled  "  The  Bible  and  Criticism,"  composed 
I  delivered  by  Principal  Rainy  to  students  in  London,  and  he  found  that 
made  nae  of  that  same  method  which  had  led  Professor  Smith  to  the 
deb  many  of  them  might  deplore.  (Hear,  hear.)  To  begin  with,  he 
)  BO  confidence  that  the  Principal  would  maintain  the  old  traditional  and 
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hitherto  uniTeraally  accepted  views,  when  he  saw  that  dangerous  weapon  in  hii 
hand.  Let  them  take,  for  example,  the  Principars  riews  on  the  book  of  Eccleslastes. 
Principal  Rainy  had  been  constrained  to  depart  from  the  hitherto  nniTersallj 
accepted  view  in  regard  to  the  authorship  of  that  book.  He  relegated  it  to  s 
late — he  should  say  to  the  post-eziUan  period.  Kow,  if  ever  there  waa  a  caae  in 
which  personation  might  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  an  author — if  Solomon  was  not 
the  author — that  might  be  laid  to  the  late  writer  of  the  book  of  Sedesiastefl.  If 
be  remembered  rightly,  it  was  Witsius  who  said,  that  if  the  author  was  not  Solomon, 
then  the  author  was  one  of  the  greatest  of  liars ;  and  in  a  pamphlet  by  a  minister 
of  their  own  Church,  it  was  said,  that  it  was  shameful  for  any  one  to  give  np  the 
Solomonic  authorship  of  that  book.  That  shame  lay  at  the  door  of  the  most 
brilliant  ornament  of  the  Free  Church.  ("Oh,  oh,**  and  applause.)  In  hia  speech 
at  the  Glasgow  Assembly,  Principal  Eainy  bad  said,  '*  If  he  had  been  the  person 
concerned,  and  felt  himself  approaching  the  views  which  Professor  Smith  held, 
he  could  still  conceive  that  he  might  have  put  forth  the  views  in  a  sort  of  tenlaUvc 
way.  ...  He  might  have  said  as  much  as  this,  and  they  could  hardly  have  touched 
him  if  he  had  said  iL"  Kow,  he  did  not  ascribe  a  sfaAdow  of  dishonesty,  or  anj* 
thing  of  that  nature  at  all  to  Principal  Bainy,  but  from  the  statement  quoted,  tker 
could  hardly  expect  that  his  views  would  be  so  clear  or  dogmatic — certainly  net 
BO  dogmatic,  at  all  events — (laughter) — as  Professor  Smith's. 

Take  the  Principal's  views  in  regard  to  Proverbs.  If  he  understood  those  vievi 
aright,  the  Principal  did  not  think  it  likely  that  Solomon  wrote  a  single  verse  of 
the  first  nine  chapters  of  Proverbs,  and  indeed  the  whole  book  became  in  his 
hands,  like  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  all  broken  through.  (Laughter  and 
applause.)  Again,  he  would  ask  their  attention  to  the  Principars  views  as  to  the 
book  of  Qenesis.  He  said  they  saw  documents  staring  them  in  the  face  throughout 
that  book,  and  that  manifestly  it  was  written  out  of  documents  by  Moses,  or  who- 
ever the  writer  of  it  was.  But  he  found  in  the  appendix  a  very  singiilar  statemest 
in  regard  to  the  book  of  Genesis.  If  he  understood  that  sentence  aright,  Piineipsl 
Bainy  seemed  to  declare  that  it  was  the  inspiration  of  the  book  of  Genesis  which 
saved  it  from  being  a  legend.  He  (Mr.  George)  held  that  if  the  subject  matter  of 
the  book  of  Geneais  was  a  legend  to  begin  with,  there  was  no  inspiration  in  the 
universe  could  make  it  other  than  what  it  was. 

Again,  he  would  call  attention  to  Principal  Bainy's  views  with  referenee  to 
Deuteronomy. 

A  MEMBER — I  speak  to  order.    (Interruption.) 

Principal  BAINT  wished  to  say  that  although  Mr.  George  was  rather  drswisg 
away  the  attention  of  the  house  from  the  case  under  discussion,  he  thought  him  not 
out  of  order,  and  as  regards  himself,  not  unfair.  He  was  quite  willing  that  the 
Assembly  should  adjourn  Professor  Smith's  case  and  take  up  his.  (Loud  applaose 
and  laughter.) 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  I  think  it  is  quite  out  of  order  in  the  course  of  this 
case  to  take  up  matter  in  regard  to  another  individual.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Dr.  DODS,  Glasgow,  held  that  as  Principal  Bainy  that  morning  had  brought 
the  charge  against  Professor  Smith  that  be  had  used  the  metliod  which  had  bees 
referred  to,  Mr.  George,  if  he  was  to  defend  Professor  Smith  at  all,  must  proceed 
as  he  was  doing.    (Applause.) 

Principal  BAINT— I  think  Mr.  George's  argument  is  quite  fair  as  an  argnmeDt 
against  me.  I  think  he  has  mistaken  my  meaning  somewhat :  but  I  think  it  ia 
quite  a  fairargument  against  me. 

Mr.  GEOBGE — In  deference  to  the  disputed  view  which  has  been  taken  of  the 
line  of  argument  I  was  pursuing,  I  shall  not  follow  it  any  further ;  only,  I  have  (bii 
to  say,  that  the  law  which  you  are  about  to  make  this  evening  is  an  iastmmeut— 
which  you  may  find  it  very  difficult  to  wield  in  time  to  oome — a  two-edged  sword-- 
against  whom  it  may  soon  be  directed  you  cannot  tell.  They  had  heard  Dr.  Baggi 
he  continued,  stating  in  the  Commission,  that  he  could  name  half-a-dozen  of  their 
professors  who  ought  to  be  dealt  with,  and  who  if  they  were  tried  by  the  standtrd 
of  the  traditionally  accepted  views  would  not  stand  the  test  He,  therefore,  had 
taken  this  line  of  observation  with  the  view  of  coming  to  the  point  from  whieh  ha 
started — that  what  they  required  as  a  Church  was  some  common  ground  on  which 
they  could  all  stand  in  future  in  regard  to  these  critical  questions.     He  hoped 


TUESDAY,  MAY  24,  1881.  107 

ind  wai  to  be  atUiaed  by  pareaing  the  path  set  before  them  by  Dr. 
li  ironld  be  for  the  glory  of  this  Church  if  she  could  do  somethiug  for 
naent  of  thoie  questions  which  were  resting  like  a  nightmare  on  the 
f  Christendom.  But  it  was  in  rain  to  speak  of  that,  if  this  was  the  only 
coold  deal  with  professors  who  had  departed  from  the  traditional — the 
generally  accepted  Wews.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  must  ha7c  greater 
e  in  each  other,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  to  Qod,  act 
lor  the  purpose  of  finding  a  common  ground.  In  conclusion,  he  hoped 
id  nothing  which  would  be  offensive  to  any  one.  What  he  had  said  as  to 
R^ny  was  partly  by  way  of  an  argiimentum  ad  homincm,  (Applause.) 
pal  RAINY — Mr.  George  has  said  nothing  of  me  in  regard  to  which  I  have 
Mi  ground  of  offence.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  think  he  has  misunderstood  some 
tements.    (Laughter.) 

lilTH,  Tarland,  said  that  what  struck  him  with  reference  to  Dr.  Whyte's 
la  that  it  was  a  speech  which  should  have  been  delivered  long  ago,  at  leaat 
foor  years  ago,  and  that  the  whole  tone  and  tendency  of  the  speech  was  a 
olaration.  He  did  not  understand  Dr.  Whjrto*B  speech,  unless  it  was  to 
loope  to  Professor  Smith  to  go  on  exactly  as  he  has  been  going  on.  Yet 
Sdiith  had  shown  many  symptoms  of  being  tossed  about  by  many  winds 
«L  They  all  knew  that  the  article  "  Bible  "  had  already  in  many  points 
itiqnated.  As  to  the  book  of  Job,  for  instance,  Professor  Smith  had  taken 
isUnet  and  different  positions,  subversive  of  each  other.  lie  declared  that 
waa  one  of  the  earliest^  because  it  was  quoted  by  Jeremiah ;  in  another 
thai  it  must  be  posterior  to  Jeremiah,  because  it  quoted  Jeremiah ;  while 
r  instance  he  said  that  it  must  be  post-exile.  It  was  for  Professor  Smith 
liae  these  positions,  but  that  was  a  specimen  of  the  criticism  that  was  called 
r  criticism.  Uuless  Dr.  Whyte  had  been  converted  to  the  new  criticism, 
aigoment  aa  to  the  views  of  Professor  Smith  not  being  daugerous  and  un- 
aa  altogether  fallacious.  He  had  said  on  a  former  occasion  that  no  heresy 
stile  a  man  who  did  not  himself  believe  it  to  be  truth.  He  (Mr.  Smith) 
been  confirmed  in  the  old  theology  by  the  teaching  of  Professor  Smith, 
a  he  had  found  Professor  Smith's  views  would  not  hold  water,  he  fell  back 
Ider  system.  There  was  one  strange  thing  about  this  motion  of  Dr. 
It  did  not  even  go  so  far  as  the  motion  which  was  lost  in  the  October 
on.  That  motion  declared  that  Professor  Smith  was  blameworthy,  but 
e*a  motion  now  asked  the  Assembly  to  take  up  a  position  not  so  lur  ad- 
ao  strong.  They  were  not  dealing  with  any  old  case,  or  the  College  Com- 
eport,  or  anything  before  the  Church  previously.  They  were  dealing  with 
1^  that  had  emeri^ed  since  last  Assembly,  but  it  was  necessary  to  boar  in 
circumstances  in  which  the  finding  of  last  AB8cm])1y  was  come  to,  and 
iomed  out  since.  They  ought  to  remember  that  whatever  Professor  Smith 
bnnerly  he  had  said  with  explanations.  The  finding  of  the  Assembly  was 
1^  the  aid  of  these  explanations,  but  these  explanations  were  entirely 
the  wind  by  the  new  articles.  Those  who  stood  out  for  last  Assembly's 
lould  say  it  was  right  and  proper  the  Church  should  look  at  the  new 
In  regard  to  tlie  students'  memorial,  to  which  Dr.  Whyte  had  referred,  he 
r  that,  alhough  he  was  not  competent  from  personal  observation  or  expo- 
■peak  of  the  teaching  in  the  Hall  at  Aberdeen,  he  had  information  that 
Smith  had  taught  to  his  class  the  same  views  as  he  had  published.  If 
Smith  told  them  that  our  whole  comstruction  of  the  Old  Testament  de- 
poQ  these  critical  views,  he  (Mr.  Smith)  could  not  understand  how  any 
6  man  who  held  them  should  refrain  frum  bringing  them  before  his  stu- 
no  of  whom  went  away  with  a  very  different  impression  to  those  whose 
re  attached  to  the  memorial ;  and  he  trusted  an  opportunity  might  be  found 
>f  them  who  were  now  members  of  this  house  to  state  their  own  view  of  the 
e  memorial  professed  to  be  signed  by  students  who  had  been  three  or  four 
mder  Professor  Smith;  but  he  understood  this  was  not  the  case  with  a 
iber  of  them. 

ILBERT  BEITH  (elder)  referred  to  the  sUtements  made  by  Mr.  Muir  in 
the  memorial  from  Glasgow  ciders,  and  said  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
re  given  to  the  memorial  at  the  entrance  to  Professor  Smith's  lectures,  the 
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memorial  htTiog  been  perfectlj  spontaneous.  He  also  denied  that  the  Glasgow 
elders  had  been  talking  down  the  Highland  ministers.  Thej  had  %  Uige  oommiitee 
of  nearly  100  elders  and  office-bearers  of  Olasgow,  and  he  had  noTer  heard  a  dis- 
respectfal  remark  made  in  that  committee  as  to  the  Highland  miniatera.  (Hear, 
hear.)  In  regard  to  the  charge  made  by  Mr.  Hair  that  the  Glasgow  offiee-bearers  were 
intimating  their  intention  of  withholding  their  sapport  from  the  fonds  of  the  Charcfa, 
and  especially  from  the  Sastentation  Fand,  he  was  there  to  state,  that  if  there  wis 
anything  that  pressed  upon  their  committee  more  than  another  it  was  to  maintiia 
their  contributions  to  the  funds  of  the  Choreh,  and  especially  to  the  Soatentatioa 
Fond.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  MACTAYISH  said,— Moderator,  I  was  Tery  much  surprised  at  Mr.  Beith*i 
statement,  that  he  had  never  heard  among  the  Glsagow  elders  anything  nnfaroaraUe 
to  the  Highland  ministers,  seeing  that  Dr.  Anderson  Kirkwood's  letter  was  resd  st 
their  meeting,  and  also  that  the  denial  of  two  or  three  of  them  that  they  bad  got 
any  money  to  enable  them  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  last  Assembly  and  the  Com* 
mission  was  made  the  occasion  of  his  repeating  the  attack.  I  am  still  more  avrprised 
that  Mr.  Biith  could  say  that  Dr.  Kirkwood*B  remarks  in  that  letter  conaUtnted  no 
attack  on  the  Highland  ministers.  Sir,  if  Dr.  Kirkwood  meant  to  insinoate  that 
these  men  were  bribed,  then  I  say  that  the  attack  indicates  (I  feel  it  difficult, 
^(oder&tor,  to  fix  on  the  proper  word  to  characterise  it) — I  may  say  it  indicates  the 
moral  depravity  of  the  man  who  made  it.  And  if  that  was  not  intended,  what  does 
the  charge  amount  to  1  Am  I  obliged,  sir,  to  aoeonnt  to  Dr.  Kirkwood  for  the  sources 
of  my  income  1  Neither  he  nor  the  Glasgow  elden  are  entitled  to  claim  to  act  to 
me  the  part  of  Father  Confessor,  and  I  would  scorn  to  aeconnt  to  him  or  to  them 
whence  I  get  or  how  I  spend  my  means,  as  long  as  I  do  not  spend  what  belongs  to 
him  or  to  his  clients.  And  here  I  may  say  I  am  thankful  that  so  few  of  onr  Highland 
ministers,  notwithstanding  their  limited  means,  eome  into  the  hands  of  our  aeeonntanta 
liCt  me  now.  Moderator,  notice  shortly  the  speech  of  Mr.  Connel.  I  stand  here,  sir,  ta 
one  of  those  whom  he  would  have  regarded  as  the  least  intelligent  and  wont  educated 
and  uninfluential  class  of  onr  Highland  ministers.  Our  young  member  claimed  to 
speak  as  one  of  the  only  two  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Caithness  who  sympathise 
with  Professor  Smith — he  might  almost  have  said  of  the  only  two  ministers  in  the 
Highlands  who  do  so.  I  know  of  only  one  or  two  more  in  that  region  who  have  any 
such  sympathy.  Now,  sir,  while  our  young  member  claims  that  he  and  the  two  or 
three  more  who  think  with  him  do  more  than  all  the  other  ministers  in  the  HtghlaDds 
to  strengthen  the  Free  Church,  especially  in  opposition  to  the  Established  Church,  I 
can  say  that  I  have  been  back  in  the  Highlands  for  soTeral  years,  and  have  viaiied 
various  districts,  yet  have  never  heard  of  the  names  of  these  men  beyond  their  own 
neighbourhoods.  They  may  be  doing  something  in  their  own  fields  of  labonr,  bat 
(and  I  appeal  to  friends  here  who  know  the  Highlands  better  than  I  do)  we  know 
nothing  of  the  great  serrices  which  these  men  have  rendered.  My  friends  heie 
present,  I  see,  all  agree  with  me  in  this  statement,  and  one  of  them  whispers  to  me 
that  not  one  of  these  three  or  four  men  can  speak  in  Gaelic,  and  yet  Mr.  Connel  claims 
for  them  a  larger  influence  than  all  the  other  ministers  in  the  Highlands  (men  who 
are  in  every  respect  their  superiors)  exercise  !  Now,  Moderator,  eoming  to  the 
matter  more  immediately  before  the  house,  let  me  say  that  1  never  regarded  the 
action  of  laat  Assembly  with  satisfaction.  It  was  based,  in  part,  on  a  statement 
which  was  not  tme — ^that  seven  out  of  the  eight  eonnts  of  the  libel  were  found 
irrelevant,  whereas  only  two  were  so  found,  while  five  were  dropped  merely  for  eon- 
venience,  and  if  not  actually  unconstitutional,  it  was,  at  least,  contrary  to  our  wonted 
procedure.  The  only  course  open  to  the  last  Assembly  was  to  go  on  to  the  probation 
of  the  libel,  and  when  it  refused  to  do  so  it  not  only  interfered  violently  with  the 
findings  of  previous  Assemblies,  but  even  with  its  own  previous  finding  in  regard  to 
this  case.  I  feel  that  we  might  fairly  insist  on  the  reversal  of  its  action  aa  being  at 
the  least  irregular,  and  I  refrain  from  doing  so  simply  because  I  feel  that  to  do  so, 
however  unjuatifiable,  would  be  merely  a  waste  of  time,  and,  therefore,  I  pass  on  to 
deal  with  some  of  the  remarks  made  by  other  speakers.  Dr.  Why  te  spoke  of  the 
matter  before  the  Assembly  as  originating  in  a  halo  or  mist  of  vague  and  unformulated 
opinion  which  exists  in  all  churches,  and  which  exercises  often  more  influence  than 
their  Standards,  and  which  is  ever  fluctuating.  But,  sir,  I  am  not  in  this  matter 
influenced  by  any  such.    I  stand  on  and  am  content  to  deal  with  Professor  Smith 
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ht  basis  of  the  ConfesBion  of  Faith.  1  find  that  the  ConfeBsion  declares 
sad  God  to  commit  His  word  to  writing,  that  he  is  the  *'  Aathor  "  of  the 
mad  if  the  "  Author/'  then,  of  coarse,  the  composer,  and  that  the  "  style  " 
lee  of  their  diTtne  origin,  and  therefore  it  teaches  that  the  style  is  Qod*8. 
I  the  face  of  these  statements  in  the  Confession,  Professor  Smith  speaks 
e  of  Chronicles  and  some  other  books  as  colourless,  and  says  that  the 
did  not  understand  the  old  Hebrew  materials  with  which  he  worked. 
onl  J  mean  one  of  two  things — either  that  the  Confession  was  wrong  when 

Ood  was  the  Aathor  of  the  Scriptures  and  that  the  style  was  His,  or  that 
>i  understand  old  Hebrew.  (HisscB.)  People  may  hiss,  bat  they  must 
e  thai  if  they  choose  to  use  their  breath  in  that  manner  it  is  to  have  the 
floenee  on  me. 

[BER — On  these  grounds  you  will  require  to  deal  with  Dr.  Rainy  also. 
.CTAYISH— Well,  I  am  as  ready  to  deal  with  Dr.  Rainy  as  with  Pro- 
hy  if  cause  appear.  Meanwhile  1  hold  that  all  who  are  dissatisfied  with 
Biith's  position  and  conduct  can  support  the  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy,  eren  the 
■!•  among  us,  inasmuch  as  it  does  not  confine  us  as  to  oar  future  action. 
,  that  the  Church  has  the  power  of  removing  not  only  professors,  but 
lao^  without  a  iibel  when  matters  are  going  wrong  in  their  hands.  I  do 
Uttt  they  can  be  denuded  of  their  ministerial  office  in  this  manner,  but 
Uk  be  removed  from  the  position  in  which  the  Church  finds  them  in- 
r  its  work.  Kor  shall  we  be  the  only  Church  occupying  this  standing. 
Ia  Presbyterian  Church  occupied  it  years  ago,  and  when  the  attempt  was 
idnee  it  to  make  it  impossible  to  remote  a  professor  without  a  libel,  the 
M  at  my  instance  negatived  without  a  vote,  the  Church  believing  that  it 
irar  without  any  formal  Act,  and  resolved  to  hold  that  power  in  the  hands 
sme  Court. 

or  SALMOND,  Aberdeen,  said — I  support  Dr.  Whyte's  motion  on  the 
ad  that  we  are  yet  far  from  being  in  a  position  to  come  to  a  conclusive 
loo,  with  any  credit  to  ourselves,  upon  the  question  which  has  so  long 
6  CSinrch.  This  is  no  doubt  an  unwelcome  confession  to  make.  It  is  not 
ne  pain  that  one  brings  himself  to  acknowledge  that  we  cannot  even  by 
tave  honourable  relief  from  a  controversy  which  has  continued  for  years, 
haa  been  productive  of  so  much  misunderstanding.  Such  relief  we  should 
»  glad  to  eiyoy,  if  it  could  be  secured  with  honour.    The  best  thing  that 

the  Chorch,  as  we  are  fain  to  think,  would  be  to  have  a  time  of  peace, 
lid  set  us  free  from  anxious  questionings,  and  give  opportunity  of  under- 
K>ih  the  problem  and  ourselves  better.  Had  we  such  an  interval  of 
f  the  suspicions  and  misapprehensions  which  have  been  so  unhappily  rife 
I  would,  I  believe,  speedily  sabside.  We  should  soon  come  to  judge  each 
\  correctly,  and  see  that,  whatever  differences  there  may  be  among  us  are 

which  touch  no  point  of  evangelical  doctrine.  We  should  also  be  able  to 
idiberately  how  these  critical  questions  are  likely  to  adjust  themselves  to 

0  the  practical  life  of  the  Church. 

aa  the  prospect  we  believed  we  had  before  us  at  the  close  of  last  Qeneral 
Much  has  come  and  gone  since  then,  however — ^much  that  we  regret, 
one  of  us  anticipated.  Fresh  trouble  has  arisen.  Fresh  ofTence  has  been 
many  fathers  and  brethren,  for  whom  we  entertain  the  utmost  regard,  and 
fictions  we  cannot  possibly  treat  with  anything  but  the  deepest  respect. 
on  before  us  really  is,  How  shall  the  Charch  most  worthily  acquit  herself 
new  burden  and  responsibility  which  the  providence  of  God  has  allowed 
ipon  hert  Will  it  be  by  flying  to  some  short  and  summary  process, 
nknown  to  her  procedure,  and  certain  to  impair  the  confidence  which 

1  of  her  most  loyal  children  cherish  in  her  calmness  and  integrity  1  Or 
bj  adopting  a  course  which  must  cost  both  time  and  pains  indeed,  but 
eazxy  with  it  meanwhile  the  sympathies  of  so  large  a  section  of  her  mem- 

ad  lead  in  the  end  to  a  decision  which,  whatever  its  nature  may  be,  will 
n  to  the  charge  of  haste  1 

ator,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  latter  is  the  only  course  worthy  of  this  Free 
It  is  a  course,  however,  singularly  different  from  that  proposed  by  Dr. 
Khia  policy  I  shall  say  little  or  nothing.    The  measure  which  he  has  laid 
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before  the  house  is  a  measure  so  painful  to  many  of  ns  to  contemplate,  especiallj  as 
coming  from  him,  that  I  shall  gladly  leave  it  to  others  to  criticise  it  aa  it  deserres 
to  be  handled.  I  could  conceive  a  policy  of  this  kind  Justifiable  if  we  took  a  lev 
doctrine  of  wliat  the  Church  is.  But  are  ve  prepared  to  accept  eyen  implicitly 
anything  like  the  theory  which  makes  the  Church  of  Christ  a  kind  of  club,  which 
has  no  ancient  constitation,  and  in  which  the  ostracism  of  the  ballot  may  be  prac- 
tised'? I  could  conceive  this  policy  justifiable  also  if  it  could  be  made  out  that  the 
ordained  professors  of  this  Church  are  essentially  different  from  its  ordained 
ministers.  But,  whatever  right  of  regulating  the  teaching  in  her  ooUegea  is 
retained,  and  rightly  retained,  by  (he  Church  or  General  Assembly,  it  has  yet  to 
be  proved  that  in  anytiiing  affecting  the  tenure  of  their  ofllce  oidained  teachers 
stand  on  any  different  ground  from  that  held  by  ordained  preachers.  And  if  these 
two  lines  of  hypothetical  justification  fail,  I  confess  I  do  not  see  what  there  is 
to  lift  this  policy  above  the  level  of  mere  expediency.  Of  this,  however,  I  shall  say 
nothing  more.  And,  with  your  permission,  sir,  I  shall  rather  take  the  liberty 
of  setting  before  the  house  one  or  two  broad  and  general  considerations  which  point 
to  the  necessity,  or  at  least  to  the  wisdom,  of  pausing  and  making  some  further  and 
deeper  investigation  into  this  most  serious  and  perplexing  question  before  we 
commit  ourselves  or  the  Church  on  the  subject.  For,  Moderator,  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  of  this,  that  we  are  by  no  means  yet  in  circumstances  entitling  us  to  come 
to  any  kind  of  expression  of  opinion  on  these  questions,  whether  that  takes  the  fonn 
of  this  proposed  vote  of  no  confidence  or  the  form  of  a  judicial  decision. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  ask  the  members  of  this  Assembly  to  look  back  for  a  moment 
at  some  things  that  have  happened  in  the  history  of  this  science  of  Biblical  criticism. 
I  am  not  aware  that  anything  very  novel  has  ever  emerged  in  this  science  without 
creating  very  much  the  kind  of  feeling  which  has  been  created  by  the  views  now 
under  discussion.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  critical  positions,  which  arc  now  nnlver- 
sally  accepted,  excited  deepest  dissatisfaction  and  keenest  anxiety  when  fiist 
promulgated  1  Is  it  not  the  case  that  both  particular  opinions  and  larger  Uteraiy 
efforts,  which  by  and  by  became  the  prized  inheritance  of  a  grateful  Church,  were 
met  at  first  with  obloquy,  and  that  not  only  the  people,  but  those  charged  wiUi  the 
grave  responsibility  of  directing  the  affairs  of  the  Church,  have  too  often  suffered 
themselves  to  be  carried  off  in  the  direction  of  suspicion  and  denunciation  f  The 
history  of  Biblical  criticism  abounds  with  instances  in  point,  from  which  surely  our 
Church,  and  those  at  present  at  the  head  of  its  affi^r8,  might  learn  something.  Keed 
I  recal  the  reception  given  to  Jerome  1  When  he  set  himself  to  furnish  the  Church 
of  the  West  with  a  scholarly  translation  of  the  Scriptures,  how  were  his  ideas  aud 
labours  welcomed  1  Was  not  even  Augustine  carried  away  by  the  prevalent  clamour, 
and  excited  to  indignant  expostulation  with  Jerome,  joining  rashly  in  the  general 
opposition  to  the  work  as  unsettling,  and  condemning  It  as  dangerous'  and  well-nigh 
profane  ?  The  Church  has  had  few  greater  masters  than  Augustine,  few  guides  more 
influential  or  more  sagacious.  Yet  this  is  just  one  of  the  passages  in  his  career  that 
we  should  most  willingly  consign  to  undisturbed  oblivion.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Jerome's  work,  which  was  at  first  so  blindly  denounced,  was  by  and  by  recognised 
as  one  of  the  most  signal  services  rendered  to  the  Church,  and  gradually  secured  a 
position  which  made  it  in  point  of  fact  the  Bible  of  the  Western  Church  for  Bom^ 
tiling  like  a  thousand  years.  Many  centuries  later  our  own  conntry  possessed  a 
great  scholar  in  Brian  Walton,  and  the  story  of  what  befel  the  publication  of  his 
magnificent  PclygloU  is  among  the  most  sadly  instructive  chapters  in  the  annals  of 
English  Biblical  criticism.  One  might  naturally  have  expected  that  a  work  of  that 
kind,  which  every  one  now  sees  to  have  been  of  immense  importance,  and  to  have 
reflected  the  utmost  credit  upon  its  laborious  projector,  might  have  been  hailed  with 
thankful  appreciation  by  the  great  divines  of  the  age,  if  not  at  once  by  the  general 
body  of  Christian  people.  But  how  different  was  the  actual  result!  One  of  the 
weightiest  theologians  of  the  time,  a  man  whose  name  has  only  to  be  mentioned  to 
call  forth  applause  among  us,  assailed  Walton's  work  in  the  most  savage  manner, 
and  flung  out  against  it  cliarges  at. once  so  foolish  and  so  injurious  as  to  make  it 
difiScult  for  us  to  believe  that  they  came  from  the  pen  of  John  Owen.  Yet  John 
Owen  was  that  man,  and  John  Owen  could  allow  himself  to  take  up  a  position 
absurd  enough  to  mean  that  criticism  could  not  be  prosecuted,  in  relation  at  least 
to  the  text  of  Scripture,  except  in  atheistical  suppositions.     One  needs  only 
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I  Acsemblj  will  not  be  reduced  to  the  position  in  which  the  Scoteh  Par- 
Ji. 

with  to  say  farther,  that,  notwithstanding  whatever  care  may  have  been 
n  the  motion  which  Principal  Rainy  has  submitted  and  those  preliminary 
y  it  teems  to  me  open  to  very  grave  objection  indeed,  and  that  in  rarioas 
Firtt  of  all,  I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  first 
Ifter  the  preamble  we  have  a  series  of  five  findings.  Now,  I  call  attention 
Iwhich  the  Professor  here  read).  Now,  I  fam  in  the  judgment  of  this 
i»  I  lay  this,  I  have  read  carefully  that  letter  several  times  over,  and  I 
I  Any  claim  to  what  is  here  stated.  Perhaps  that  may  be  explained,  but 
it  it  The  next  thing  I  have  to  say  about  this  motion  is,  in  the  line  of 
I  hMM  already  been  well  said  by  Professor  M'Kendrick,  and  that  is  that  it 
'  vngeneroas  construction  on  the  Professor's  conduct  from  first  to  last — 
ilea  out  these  parts  of  his  conduct  and  action  which  might  seem  to  be 
a  bad  constmctlon,  and  that  it  leaves  out  of  sight  what  might  give  a  more 
aspect  of  his  conduct.     I  will  not  say*  more  about  that,  as  it  has  been 

bj  Professor  M'Eendrick.  But,  more  particularly,  1  wish  to  direct  the 
f  Uie  Assembly  to  this  fact,  that  everything  which  this  motion  founds  upon 
lad  of  the  conclnsion  to  which  it  asks  the  Assembly  to  come  refers  to 
te  to  last  Assembly.  The  motion  goes  over  Professor  Smith's  conduct 
tee  of  last  Assembly.  It  refers  to  the  article  "  Hebrew  Language  and 
*  which,  although  not  given  to  the  public  until  that  Assembly,  was  to 
Inlth  a  thing  antecedent  to'  that  Assembly.  Now,  I  think  it  is  extremely 
.  aafair.  It  is  not  doing  justice  to  last  Assembly  to  stop  there.  Last 
wbile  departing  from  the  libel,  addressed  a  solemn  admonition  to  Professor 
seting  him  to  abstain  from  unguarded  and  incomplete  statements.  I  know 
bat  Principal  Riiny  and  most  of  those  who  will  support  him  disagreed  with 
I  of  the  Assembly ;  but  Principal  Rainy  has  told  us  that  he  regards  that  as 
iding,  and  I  know  from  the  previous  course  of  this  case  that  he  attaches 
>rtaaee  to  the  validity  of  former  Assemblies' judgments. 
rbat  la  this  Assembly  asked  to  do  in  face  of  that  admonition  addressed  to 
Smith  1    What  would  be  the  natural  coarse  to  take.    The  natural  thing 

it  wonld  be  to  let  that  admonition  have  its  effect,  to  let  the  Assembly 
a  what  effect  that  solemn  admonition  will  have  upon  Professor  Smith  in 
rge  of  his  duty.  The  publication  of  his  article  on  "  Hebrew  Language  and 
t  "  eonld,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  be  no  instance  of  the  effect  the  ad- 
had  npon  him.  I  crave  leave  to  read  one  or  two  sentences  from  that  letter 
Bndth  addressed  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  because  here 
link,  there  ia  an  unfairness.  One  part  of  that  letter  is  foanded  upon  which 
raaly  against  Professor  Smith,  but  no  regard  is  made  of  the  loyalty  with 
aeeepted  the  admonition  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  earnest  purpose  with 

JMt  himself  to  obey  that  instruction.  "  I  recognise,"  he  said,  "  in  that 
Itaun  invitation  to  throw  myself  into  sach  departments  of  Church  work  and 
ittaareh  as  not  to  excite  sach  controversy,  but  as  would  bring  me  rather 
r  sympathy  with  those  who  differ  from  my  critical  opinions."    Here  was  the 

empathy.  '*  I  trust  that  the  present  statement  has  made  it  plain,  that  I 
t  decision  of  last  Assembly  with  all  loyalty,  and  have  given  it  immediate  effect 
aging  my  stady  and  plans  of  literary  work  as  to  give  the  Church  a  respite 
roTerBy.**  Sir,  I  think  in  the  face  of  this,  it  would  have  been  the  duty  and 
f  the  Commission  to  have  abstained  from  fresh  action,  till  they  should  see 
lasor  Smith  carried  out  the  decision  of  the  Assembly.  Let  the  decision  of 
mbly  have  fair  play.  Let  the  plan  that  was  then  adopted,  and  in  which 
ignised  that  it  might  be  a  solution  of  the  question,  let  that  plan  have  fair 
>  not  let  us  now  condemn  Professor  Smith  because  of  what  he  had  done 
kt^  taking  no  note  and  giving  no  weight  to  the  evidence  we  now  have  that, 
laa  been  admonished,  he  will  now  endeavour,  as  fiir  as  in  him  lies,  to  avoid 
tioDf,  and  to  conduct  all  his  studies  and  publications  with  a  view  to  the 
lis  Church.     (Cheers.) 

another  thing  that  staggers  me  very  much  in  this  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy 
inme  vagueness  of  what  is  said  about  Professor  Smith's  writings.  The 
posed  finding  is  perhaps  the  most  definite;  and,  after  all,  what  does  it 
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of  reyelation  appear  to  be  carrent  among  us.  There  is  what  may  be  called  withoat 
ofience  the  old  traditional  view,  which  looks  at  rerelation  aa  primarilj  the  comxnoDi- 
cation  of  trath,  which  could  not  otherwise  have  been  reached  by  man,  or  which,  if 
knowable  at  all  by  other  means,  could  not  have  been  known  with  sufficient  deamess 
and  completeness.  There  is  also  the  historical  view,  which  sees  in  rerelatlon  first 
of  all  the  history  of  actual  interventiona  of  God  in  grace.  The  one  neeesaarily  leads 
06  to  regard  the  Bible  as  primarily  a  summary  of  doctrine,  a  repocitory  of  tmthi 
out  of  which  dogma  may  be  constructed.  The  other  naturally  leads  us  to  recogniie 
in  Scripture  a  record  which  God  has  given  to  His  Church  by  His  inspiring  Spirit — 
the  record  of  those  deeds  and  institutes  of  grace  by  which,  all  along  the  history  of 
His  chosen  people  Israel,  and  finally  in  the  life  of  His  Son,  He  has  been  making 
Himself  known  for  man's  salvation.  It  is  the  latter  conception  of  Berelation  and 
Scripture  which  most  closely  corresponds  with  the  Reformers'  position.  It  is  by  it 
that  Professor  Smith  stands.  Will  it  not  be  well,  therefore,  to  make  snre  that  yos 
are  not  being  tempted  to  condemn  the  views  of  the  Reformers  1  Can  it  be  wise  to 
risk  a  decision  which  may  be  constmed  as  a  departure  from  the  doctrine  of  the  men 
who,  by  their  new  use  of  Scripture,  brought  life  to  the  dead  Church  1 

And  this  brings  me  at  once  to  a  third  consideration,  which  ought  to  be  fairlr 

faced  by  this  house  before  it  allows  itself  to  yield  to  Dr.  Rainy*s  policy.    It  can 

scarcely  be  doubted  that  much  of  the  offence  felt  at  these  writings  of  Professor  Smith 

is  due  to  a  particular  theory  of  inspiration.  And  that  there  should  be  different  wsti 

of  apprehending  the  nature  of  that  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures  which  all  equallj 

find  in  them  is  natural  enough.    The  one  of  these  two  theories  of  revelation  which 

have  been  mentioned  leads  easily  to  the  view  of  inspiration  which  is  known  as  the 

strict,  verbal  theory.    The  other  leads  to  a  less  mechanical  theory — to  a  view  of 

inspiration  under  which  the  Reformers  themselves  exercised  a  discretion  in  judging 

of  the  literary  history  of  the  books  of  the  Bible  so  free  as  to  appear  strange  and 

even  perilous  to  many  among  us.    And  it  is  possible,  of  course,  that  a  Church  like 

ours  may  contemplate  the  necessity  of  parting  company  even  with  the  Beformen  on 

matters  of  this  kind.    This,  however,  is  not  a  contingency  to  be  contemplated  with 

any  measure  of  comfort    Before  we  allow  ourselves  to  submit  to  any  polity  which, 

however  plausible  on  the  score  of  securing  prompt  extrication  from  a  serious  dilB- 

culty,  might  imply  our  drifting  away  from  the  company  of  men  like  Calvin,  and 

Luther,  and  Melancthon  in  the  literary  criticism  of  the  Scriptures,  we  shall  do  well 

to  pause  and  investigate  again,  and  still  more  patiently,  the  relation  of  our  present 

controversies  to  the  practice  of  the  Reformers.     And  before  we  take  a  step  which 

may  mark  a  retreat  from  the  important  section  of  that  Reformation  doctrine  whieh  is 

at  the  very  root  of  our  Church's  life  and  history,  and  which  lies  at  the  foundation  of 

her  creed,  let  us  consider  how  far  it  may  carry  us.    We  are  asked  to  withdraw  oer 

confidence  from  an  accomplished  teacher  among  ourselves,  and  in  support  of  that  a 

particular  line  of  reasoning  is  followed,  the  general  intention  of  which  is  plain  enoigh. 

Are  we  prepar^,  then,  on  the  same  ground  to  withdraw  our  confidence  from  the 

most  trusted  theologians  of  Protestant  Christianity  1    It  admits  of  no  dispute  that 

the  men  most  in  honour  among  all  scholars,  in  great  honour,  too,  happily  in  our  own 

Church— men  like  Lange,  Domer,  Ebrard,  Delitzsch,  Luthardt,  Goidet,  Pressense, 

among  foreigners,  and  men  like  Alford,  Westcott,  Row,  Peronne,  among  many  othen 

at  home,  are  all  at  one  in  practising  this  very  meUiod  of  criticism,  which  is  at  present 

incriminated  among  us.     It  will  not  bear  to  be  contested  that  in  these,  and  other 

instances  too  numerous  to  particularise,  theologians  whom  we  all  honour,  and  in 

whom  we  repose  the  deepest  confidence,  have  given  up  the  hard,  intractable,  mechanic 

cal  theory  of  verbal  inspiration — a  theory  which  is  not  that  of  our  own  standards 

(for  they  wisely  avoid  committing  us  to  any  theory  of  the  nature  of  inspiration), 

which  also  is  not  the  theory  either  of  the  ancient  Church  or  of  the  Reformation 

Church,  but  merely  the  formal  creation  of  the  seventeenth  century.    How  does  thU 

want  of  confidence  in  each  other,  which  has  been  so  sadly  apparent  of  late,  arise! 

Does  it  arise  In  large  measure  from  the  fact  that  so  many  among  us  choose  to  abide 

by  a  particular  theory  of  inspiration  which  is  rapidly  getting  out  of  date,  which  lil 

are  at  liberty  indeed  to  accept,  but  to  which  our  Standards  pledge  no  mani  Soppoie 

you  pass  this  vote  of  no  confidence,  are  you  prepared  to  withdraw  your  confidence 

also  from  those  outside  our  own  Church  whom  you  are  accustomed  to  trust  snd 

honour,  but  who  stand  in  point  of  principle  on  the  same  platform  with  your  own  son! 
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them.  (Applause,  and  interraptioiL)  In  reply  to  the  enggestion  that 
d  go  down  to  aessions  and  presbyteriea  to  conaider  what  they  ahoold  do, 
is  Aaiembly  had  been  elected  specially  for  the  purpose  of  settling  this 
laterrnptioD.)  They  all  knew  this  was  to  come  up,  and  that  it  was  to  be 
<|aeition.  (Interruption.)  He  submitted,  in  conclusion,  that  the  power 
f  Or.  Baiuy  proposed  was  essential  to  the  existence  of  the  Church  as  an 
fvmDgelical  Church.     (Applause.) 

»HN  GORDON  (elder),  Parkhill,  rose  to  ask  a  question.  He  said  he  felt 
necessity  of  asking  an  explanation.  Mr.  Balfour  has  said  that  this 
warn  elected  on  this  case  of  Professor  Smith.  I  want  to  bear  testimony 
li  had  been  the  case  in  my  Presbytery  I  would  not  ha7e  been  here. 
)  By  ihe  kind  forbearance  of  the  Presbytery,  the  miyority  of  which  take 
Ida  from  myself  on  this  question,  I  was  neyertheless  elected  one  of  their 
Urea. 

kliFOUB  said — Perhaps  he  hud  put  that  too  broadly.  He  did  not  mean 
a  were  specially  appointed  for  this  purpose  to  the  Assembly ;  he  entirely 
id  of  padung  the  Assembly,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  well  known  this  was 
iraat  question  before  the  Court. 

.  O.  JOHNSTON,  OUsgow,  said  he  rentured  for  the  first  time  to  take 
ho  debates  of  this  house,  and,  with  extreme  diffidence,  to  oppose  the 
>poaed  by  their  esteemed  and  revered  Principal,  at  whose  feet  he  was  wont 
boM  feet  he  might  say  he  still  sat,  as  did  very  many  of  the  ministers  of  this 
Bat  there  were  some  things  that  compelled  a  man  to  come  forward  and 
bt  had  got  to  say,  and  he  thought  there  was  nothing  which  could  more 
DMA  than  the  importance  and  gravity  of  this  question  on  which  he  ought 
I  distinctly  his  convictions.  Referring  to  what  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
girding  the  silence  of  Professor  Smith  as  to  the  new  article  when  he 
he  admonition  of  the  Moderator  at  last  Assembly,  Mr.  Johnston  said  he 
ig  to  find  fault  with  in  Mr.  Balfour's  remarks ;  but  it  had  been  said,  not 
DM,  but  outside,  and  it  might  be  said  there,  that  there  was  something 
»••,  aomething  not  straightforward,  something  dishonest  on  the  part  of 
Smith  in  concealing  the  fact  of  the  existence  of  the  article  on  Hebrew 
mod  Literature.  Now,  any  one  who  remembered  laat  Assembly  would 
that  the  possibility  of  Dr.  Beith*s  motion  being  carried  was  something 
dj  any  one  anticipated.  He  was  in  a  position  to  say  that  Professor  Smith 
iver  contemplated  such  a  possibility.  He  remembered  walking  up  to  the 
with  Professor  Smith  that  evening.  He  (Mr.  Johnston)  had  begun  to 
t  was  not  impossible  that  that  motion  might  be  carried,  and  he  tried  to 
Vofeasor  Smith's  mind  some  of  his  own  sanguineness  to  cheer  him,  but 
failed.  He  knew  further,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  that  when  the  motion  was 
L  Professor  Smith  was  called  to  the  bar,  the  sudden  revulsion  of  feeling,  his 
tliought  that  the  Church  had  expressed  her  continued  confidence  in  him, 
like  was  to  send  him  back  to  the  work  which  he  loved,  was  such  that  that 
I  never  for  a  moment  in  his  mind.  (Loud  applause.) 
Mff-  Thomas  Smith  had  endeavoured  to  put  them  into  a  dilemma.  He  said 
A  Church  no  possible  way  of  coming  down  upon  a  professor,  say  in  the 
of  a  session,  who  was  indulging  in  some  absurdities ;  and  then  he  went  on 
»  teaching  something  like  Mohammedanism  or  Buddhism,  or  that  of  the 
Chmnning.  Did  Dr.  Smith  suppose  that  there  was  any  analogy  between 
m  and  the  present  1  did  he  suppose  that  a  man  teaching  such  views  as  he 
mI  at  would  be  supported  by  a  large  portion  of  the  members  of  this  bouse 
7  of  this  house,  but  throughout  the  Church!  In  the  Assembly  of  1878 
in  a  minority  of  18,  next  Assembly  it  was  only  1,  and  the  next  Assembly 
fored  aa  to  drop  the  libel  altogether.  Was  it  possible  that  nearly  half  the 
oold  be  found  aopporting  such  teaching  as  Dr.  Smith  had   imagined  1 

9g  at  Principal  Rainy's  motion,  he  saw  in  it  a  number  of  findings  upon 
I  baaed  a  judgment,  and  these  findings  pointed  almost  entirely  to  faults  of 
'  laek  of  sympathy — to  indiscretion ;  but  he  imagined  it  was  a  somewhat 
atare  to  remove  a  professor  from  his  chair  for  indiscretion  in  his  published 
i.  while  never,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had  there  been  a  whisper  in  this  Church 
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he  had  heen  referred,  and  he  held  thai  Mr.  Gathiie  was  only  in  order  not  aa  apeakios 
as  legal  adviaer  of  the  house,  hot  simply  aa  an  elder  of  the  Church.  He  wished  to 
ask  the  opiuion  of  the  Moderator  or  of  the  house  aa  to  whieh  capacity  Mr.  Gathrie 
was  speakiD.^I 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF,  on  rising,  was  received  with  loud  criea  of  "Chur" 
and  "  Order." 

The  MODERATOR  requested  the  members  of  the  honae  to  be  silent,  as  he 
wished  to  hear  the  point  of  order  discuaaed. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCRElFF^The  point  of  order  U  this,  that  it  was  always  under, 
stood  that  when  any  question  was  before  the  court  the  legal  adTiser,  if  a  member  of 
the  court,  might  address  the  court,  and  might  say  whatcTer  appeared  to  him  a  sait- 
able  thing  to  say.  He  ia  not  obliged  to  speak  aa  legal  adviser  or  aa  a  member  of 
court,  but  aa  amember  of  the  coort  he  might  say  what  occurred  to  him. 

Professor  SMITH — I  simply  repeat  my  point.  I  nnderatood  Mr.  Onthrie  ssid 
he  spoke  as  legal  adviser.     (Applause  and  erica  of  "  No.") 

Principal  RAINY— I  think  Professor  Smith  was  quite  entitled  to  raise  the 
question,  to  point  out  the  difference  between  Mr.  Guthrie's  speaking  as  consulted 
by  the  house  on  a  point  which  the  house  raised,  and  Mr.  Guthrie,  as  speaking  under 
the  view  of  exhausting  what  occurred  to  himself  to  bo  proper  to  him  to  sugKest  t« 
the  house  on  his  own  responsibility.  That,  I  think,  is  the  distinction,  and  that,  1 
think,  is  now  understood. 

Mr.  GUTHRIE,  continuing,  said  the  question  was  whether  either  the  house  « 
the  Church  was  entitled  without  a  libel  charging  heresy  or  immorality  to  remove 
any  of  its  professors  in  the  way  indicated  in  the  motion  of  Principal  Rainy.  Thia 
might  be  looked  at  either  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Civil  Court,  or  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  Church.  The  Civil  Court  would  inquire  whether  the  proposed 
removal  was  consistent  with  the  contract  between  the  Church  and  Profeaaor  Smith 
in  regard  to  his  tenure  of  office.  From  the  point  of  view  of  the  Chnrch,  the  ques- 
tion might  be  said  to  come  to  this — was  there  such  an  emergen^  on  thia  oocasioo 
as  to  entitle,  perhaps  to  compel,  the  Church  to  take  the  action  which  had  been 
suggested,  apart  altogether  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Civil  Court)  On  the  seeond 
question  he  offered  no  opinion.  He  would  confine  his  remarks  to  the  first  Bat  he 
desired  to  say,  first  of  all,  that  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  whether  the  Professor 
would  think  of  trying  this  question  in  the  Civil  Court.  Every  member  of  thst 
house  would  agree  with  him  in  this,  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  take  liberties  with 
any  man,  because  they  believed  he  was  a  thorough  Free  Churchman — ^that  they  were 
not  entitled  to  do  to  Professor  Smith  what  they  would  not  do  to  one  from  whom 
they  expected  an  appeal  to  the  civil  tribunal  The  queation  then  came  to  this,  sod 
it  was  a  very  important  one,  what  wi^  the  tenure  of  a  professor  in  the  Free  Church! 
Now,  no  doubt  the  Church  might  say,  "  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  what  the  Cinl 
Court  may  do  or  say ;  we  are  prepared  to  accept  the  civil  consequences  of  failure  to 
fulfil  what  the  Civil  Court  considers  the  contracts"  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  thAt 
But  if  he  were  to  express  hia  opinion  of  the  legal  position  of  a  professor  of  the  Free 
Church,  then  he  was  bound  to  say — and  he  thought  he  ought  to  state  some  of  the 
considerations  that  led  him  to  the  conclusion — that  the  tenure  of  a  professor  in  the 
Free  Church  is  the  same  as  that  of  a  minister — it  is  a  tenure  ad  vUam  avt  culpam. 
(Applause.)  Many  of  the  incidents  of  the  right  are  different;  but  the  quality  of  the 
right  is  the  same. 

To  begin  with,  the  legal  presnmption  was  in  favour  of  tenure  at  will,  terminable 
on  reasonable  notice.  In  this  case  there  waa  no  written  agreement  between  the 
Church  and  Professor  Smith.  Nor  do  the  minutes  of  Assembly  recording  hia 
appointment  give  any  help,  except  in  their  uae  of  the  significant  expreasion  **oJUe 
of  professor."  Further,  there  was  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  office  to  aid  them.  1^ 
the  Church  had  chosen,  she  might  have  appointed  her  professors  just  aa  she  did  her 
Bchoolmaatera,  or  Normal  School  teachers,  not  for  life  but  at  pleasure.  Bat  the 
Church  did  not  so  choose.  On  the  contrary,  she  chose  to  assimilate  her  professors, 
not  to  her  schoolmasters  but  to  her  ministers.  In  the  Act  of  Assembly,  dated  lit 
June  1852,  it  is  enacted  "that  all  professors  of  theology  shall  be  inducted  into  their 
respective  offices  by  the  Presbytery  of  the  bounds,  in  the  same  manner  in  vhich 
ministers  are  inducted  into  their  charges.*'  And  apart  from  any  particular  Aci  of 
Assembly,  he  would  remark  that  all  the  Acts,  as  well  as  the  whole  proceedings  con* 
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neeied  wiUi  the  election,  appointment,  indaction,  loosing  from  office,  and  Presbjterial 
righiaof  profeaaon,  recalled  the  obserTation  of  Lord  Ardmillan  in  a  case  dealing  with 
tennie  of  office  * — **  Every  statement  in  the  call  has  an  air  of  pa-matiency  about  it, 
and  is  clearly  in  contemplation  of  a  liferent  tenure."  Whether  the  Charch  intended 
it  or  not^  she  might  weij  well  be  held,  both  by  what  she  has  said  and  by  what  she 
his  failed  to  say,  to  have  led  any  person  accepting  the  office  of  professor  to  belicTe 
the  tenure  waa  for  life.  Let  them  notice  the  expression  used  in  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
dsted  26th  Augoat  1846 : — "  The  General  Assembly  instruct  the  College  Committee 
to  proceed  to  Uie  appointment  of  some  minister  of  this  Church,  who  shall  hold  tJte 
datut  of  a  theoLogiaaL  profcaor'*  Then  again,  if  the  professors  were  removable  at 
pleasure,  whj  these  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1852,  already  alluded  to,  which  em- 
povered  the  CoU^;e  Committee  "to  originate  and  prosecute  before  the  Church 
Conrti,  processes  against  any  of  the  professors  for  heresy  or  immorality,  reserving 
the  lights  competent  to  all  parties  according  to  the  present  laws  of  the  Church  1 " 

It  was  auffident  for  his  purpose  to  show  that  the  Church  had  placed  professors 
sod  pastors  on  the  same  footing.  That  the  tenure  of  ministers  of  regularly  sanctioned 
ehaiges  was  ad  vUam  aut  culpam,  there  could  be  no  doubt.  It  was  asserted  by 
every  ?ree  Chnzch  minister,  who  possesses  a  manse,  at  every  parliamentary  election. 
Ministers  could  not  vote  as  tenants  and  occupants,  for  they  paid  no  rent.  They 
voted  as  liferent  proprietors,  in  respect  of  their  tenure  ad  vitam  aut  ctdpam.  The 
qaestion  had  been  solemnly  decided  by  the  Judges  in  the  Registration  Court.t  Mr. 
Batherford,  a  Conservatiye  agent,  objected  to  the  registration  of  a  Free  Church 
minister,  Bev.  James  Young,  as  a  liferent  proprietor,  on  the  ground  that  his  tenure 
was  at  the  pleaaare  of  the  Church.  Mr.  Young  appeared  by  the  Lord- Advocate 
Koncreiff  and  other  eminent  counsel,  and  pleaded  that  his  tenure  was  ad  vitam  aut 
culpam;  and  the  Court  found  that  Mr.  Young  was  rights  The  same  haa  been  held 
in  the  ease  of  United  Presbyterian  ministers.:]:  Independent  ministers  with  manses 
have  also  been  allowed  the  franchise,  but  on  a  somewhat  diflferent  footing.§  In 
their  case  it  was  proved  that  no  Independent  minister  in  Scotland  had  ever  been 
dismissed ;  and  the  Court  held  this  sufficient  to  warrant  the  registration  of  Indepen- 
dent miniatera  as  liferent  proprietors.  That  is  to  Bay,  if  instances  had  occurred 
of  the  removal  of  Independent  ministers,  the  Court  would  have  refused  to  register 
them.  He  might  also  allude  to  a  cas6,ti  where  a  School  Board  teacher  claimed  the 
franeUsei  This  teacher  argued  Uiat  he  was  in  as  good  a  position  as  the  old 
parochial  teachers ;  for  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  any  School  Board  would 
dismiss  a  teacher  except  for  culpa.  But  the  Sheriff  said : — "  Parochial  schoolmasters, 
like  ministers,  held  their  office  ad  vitam  atU  culpam,  and  could  be  removed  only  for 
culpa,  and  that  after  going  through  a  regular  form  or  process  of  trial,  often  a  very 
difficult  one.  It  is  said  that  School  Boards  are  not  likely  to  act  capriciously.  But 
the  question  ia — '  Have  they  the  right  to  do  so )  Is  there  any  power  of  control 
over  them  in  the  event  of  their  so  acting  1 '  *' 

If,  then,  the  Free  Church  minister's  tenure  were  for  life  or  fault,  and  if  the  Church 
had  chosen  to  put  the  professor  In  respect  of  his  chair  in  the  same  position  as  the 
minister  in  reapect  of  Ms  charge,  did  it  admit  of  reasonable  doubt  that  if  mansea  or 
houses  had  been  provided,  as  they  might  have  been,  for  Free  Church  professors, 
they  would  all  have  claimed  and  obtained  the  franchise  as  liferent  proprietors  1 

The  only  other  point  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  bring  before  the  Assembly  was  as 
to  the  possible  action  of  the  Ciidl  Court  in  case  of  a  summary  removal  of  a  Free 
Ohuieh  professor.  If  the  Court  thought  the  proceeding  contrary  to  the  terms  of 
the  eontnust,  what  would  it  do  ?  Would  it,  before  removal,  interdict,  and  after 
leiBOvil,  reponel  Or  would  it  confine  its  action  to  giving  damages  for  loss  of 
ealaiy,  with  possibly  an  addltionaJ  sum  for  loss  of  status  1  This  point  was  not  free 
from  doubts    He  would  not  guarantee  what  the  Court  would  do ;  but,  looking  to 


*  Bev.  Jamea  Bobbie  against  Meiklejohn,  19th  December  1868. 
t  Butherford  against  Bev.  James  Young,  2d  December  1868. 
t  Bev.  A.  Oliver  against  Batherford,  2d  December  1863.    Innes  against  Bev. 
A.  A.  Bobertaon,  5th  November  1878. 

§  Bev.  Jamea  Bobbie  against  Meiklejohn,  19th  December  1868. 
U  Hunro  against  Hodge,  2d  October  1877. 
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the  disiinction  which  has  always  been  drawn  between  a  poblie  office,  whieh  is  per« 
manent  by  the  common  law,  and  a  relation  dependent  solely  on  eontraet,  he  thought 
that  the  Court  would  confine  its  action  to  the  assessment  and  enforcement  of 
damages.  He  thought  the  Coart  woald  follow  the  conrse  indicated  by  the  lata  Lord 
Moncreiff—"  There  might  be  power  to  remoTO,  and  yet  the  power  might  be  so 
exercised  as  to  raise  a  claim  for  damages."* 

The  Assembly  would  thus  see  how  wide  were  the  issues  raised  by  this  qneition, 
inyolTlng  as  they  did  the  standing  of  ministers  and  professors  in  the  Free  Chnreb. 
compared  with  those  in  other  churches,  as  well  as  their  relation  to  the  States  It 
was  evident  that  much  difference  of  opinion  existed  in  the  Church  on  the  qnestion 
of  tenure — some  considering  that  both  ministers  and  professors  should  eontinne  to 
hold  for  life  or  fault ;  others  that  both  should  hold  at  will ;  others  that  ministers 
should  hold  for  life  or  fault,  and  professors  at  will.  If  Principal  Bainy'a  motion  were 
carried,  he  trusted  that  the  question  of  tenure  would  not  be  foreclosed.  He  hoped 
that  such  conditions  would  be  attached  to  any  subsequent  motion  as  woold  leave 
that  question  entirely  open.  Let  them  treat  the  present  case  if  they  liked  as  one 
of  emergency,  but  let  the  question  of  tenure  receive  that  calm  and  deliberate 
consideration  which  it  deserved,  by  being  sent  down  to  presbyteries  onder  the 
Barrier  Act. 

Mr.  J.  H.  WILSON,  Edinburgh,  s^d  he  thought  it  was  desirable  that  not 
merely  the  more  skilled  and  experienced  debaters  in  the  house  should  eondoet 
the  discussion,  but  that  the  ordinary  ministers  of  the  Church,  who  made  no  pre- 
tension to  be  au  fait  on  the  various  details  that  came  before  them,  should  have 
some  opportunity  of  expressing  their  yiew  and  opinion  in  regard  to  this  most  im- 
portant ease.  He  was  veiy  anxious  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of  Professor  Smith  s 
friends,  and  on  the  mind  of  the  Professor  himself,  that  they  were  ooeupying  the 
position  they  did  with  extreme  reluctance.  They  remembered  how  proud  thej  were 
of  their  young  professor,  and  of  his  rare  and  peculiar  gifts.  (Applause.)  At  pre- 
sent they  had  before  them  an  unchristian  or  anti-Christian  science,  requiring  powers 
and  gifts  of  a  peculiar  kind  to  meet  it  He  had  always  felt — ^not  that  Professor 
Smith  was  the  only  man  they  had,  but  that,  by  his  attunments,  he  was  marked  oni 
in  a  peculiar  way  for  meeting  the  enemy  on  that  part  of  the  field,  and  doing  a  ser- 
Tice  which,  he  might  not  be  warranted  in  saying,  no  man  could  do  but  himself,  bot 
which,  he  believed,  no  man  could  do  so  well  as  he  could.  He  believed  this  ac- 
counted very  much  for  the  difficulty  the  Church  had  felt  in  the  way  of  taking 
extreme  steps  in  Professor  Smith's  case,  and  also  that  this  was  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  parties  in  the  Church  had  been  so  equally  balanced.  On  the  one  hand, 
they  were  in  the  last  degree  averse  to  do  anything  that  might  have  the  alighteit 
appearance  of  being  unjust  or  unfair ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they  felt  they  would 
be  losing  a  man  on  whom  they  had  counted  in  a  peeuliar  way  in  view  of  the  eonffict 
which  most  men  were  persuaded  would  soon  be  before  them. 

They  had  done  nothing  to  create  an  artificial  state  of  fear  or  panic.  In  the  eireum- 
stances  it  was  incTitable  that  commotion  should  be  raised.  A  friend  had  remarked 
that  a  blister  applied  once  was  bad  enough,  but  if  the  same  blister— one  of  the  same 
character  and  strength  (not  to  speak  of  its  being  worse) — were  applied  to  the  same 
part  a  second  time,  it  was  more  galling  and  irritating  than  the  first  That  might  be 
said  to  be  the  position  in  which  the  Church  was  now.  But  why,  it  was  asked,  if 
Professor  Smith  was  to  be  dealt  with,  should  he  not  be  dealt  with  by  way  of  libel  I 
(Applause.)  On  various  accounts.  A  libel  was  a  cumbrous  piece  of  machinery  in  the 
case  of  doctrine.  (Laughter.)  They  had  had  experience  of  that  already.  They 
knew  the  extreme  difficulty  of  carrying  it  out  to  its  ultimate  issue.  (Benewed 
laughter.)  Some  of  their  friends  in  the  Church  and  in  the  house  were  in  such  s 
position  that,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  thingii,  they  could  hardly  expect  to  live  to 
see  the  end  of  such  a  libeL 

But  did  their  friends  on  the  other  side  not  offer  them  a  libel  in  the  persuasion 
that  the  libel  would  come  to  little  in  the  way  of  practical  result?  ("No,  nO 
Was  the  Church  shot  op  to  the  lamentable  alternative  of  having  a  libel  or  leaving 
things  as  at  present  1    Let  him  suppose  a  case,  not  of  erroneous  doctrine,  bat  of 


Kason  against  ScotVs  Trustees,  23d  January  1836. 
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daiej,  !a  any  of  their  colleges.  Let  bim  suppose — what,  indeed,  was  Tery 
tliai  all  the  professors  in  any  of  their  colleges  were  thus  inefficient.  Ko 
{  be  charged  against  them.  No  libel  could  be  framed.  Was  it  alleged 
iBXch  could  do  nothing— that  in  such  a  case  she  must  stand  helplessly  by, 
ir  ao  Tital  to  her  as  the  efficient  training  of  her  future  ministry]  Dr. 
4  Tcry  strong  riews  in  regard  to  Church  power  in  such  a  matter.  He 
d  for  the  reTiral  of  the  old  office  of  the  Superintendents  of  John  Enoz 
J  history  of  the  Church.  He  belicYcd  Dr.  Whyte  would  go  in  to-morrow 
LtbI  of  that  office  and  its  functions,  in  order  to  deal  with  cases  of  ineffi- 
he  ordinary  work  of  the  Church,  and  he  was  sure  Dr.  Whyte  would  deal 
I  in  hia  nsoal  rery  summary  and  effective  manner.  (Applause.)  And 
nrely  some  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  Was  the  Church  to  stand  by 
»f  her  nomber — as  a  large  section  of  her  ministers  and  elders  and  people 
was  doing  what  was  leading  to  the  disintegrating  of  the  Church  ?  (Hisses.) 
•  Thomson,  in  his  powerful  and  high-toned  speech  last  night,  said  he 
feasor  Smith's  Tieirs  (as  matters  which  some  of  their  number  belioTed  to 
lental)  were  erroneous.  He  believed  they  were  erroneous.  Others  be- 
f  were  erroneous.  And  was  it  to  be  said,  in  such  a  case,  because  they 
g  no  charge  against  Professor  Smith's  character,  and  did  not  see  their 
lesed  against  him  by  way  of  libel,  the  Church  was  utterly  helpless — could 
I  to  check  the  evil — must  just  stand  still  and  see  these  erroneous  views 
till  her  rising  ministry  was  leavened  with  them,  and  it  was  too  late  for 


was  the  time  to  move  with  any  hope  of  acting  to  purpose.  He  felt 
b4  the  end  of  the  matter,  but  the  beginning,  that  this  was  the  rising  of  a 
I  in  the  Church.  He  would  not  be  surprised,  from  what  some  of  their 
1  said,  that  at  no  very  distant  date  the  proposal  would  be  to  modify  those 
to  which  there  was  now  so  much  professed  and  real  loyalty  on  both  sides 
•&  And  let  him  say  further,  that  they  had  not  in  Professor  Smith  him- 
sample  of  what  these  views  were  likely  to  lead  to.  Principal  Cunning. 
to  saj  to  his  students  that  a  man  of  some  note  in  another  Church  was  too 

orer  the  precipice  himself,  but  they  would  see  that  his  disciples  would 
[Applanse.)  That  saying  had  been  sadly  verified.  Professor  Smith  had 
i  adrantage  of  being  trained  in  the  traditional  school.  He  had  had  the 
the  Christian  scholarship  and  evangelical  teaching  and  life  of  his  revered 
om  they  all  regarded  with  such  respectful  sympathy.  (Applause.)  He 
Ivantages  which  they  could  hardly  hope  to  have  continued,  in  the  case  of 
I  generation,  in  connection  with  the  views  which  were  now  beginning  to 
gated.  (Applause  and  hisses.)  At  least  the  new  views  had  not  yet  been 
zperience.  (Hear, hear.)  Tliey  might  augur  well  or  ill  regarding  their  rising 
Nitithe  men  who  were  now  in  the  field  had  had  the  advantages  to  which  he 
id,  and  it  was  at  least  problematical  what  the  future  would  be.  (Applause.) 
>WAN,  Troon,  said  that  it  struck  him  that  Principal  Rainy,  in  his 
id'  walked   on   a  remarkable  narrow   line,  and   he  admired   and    felt 

at  the  wisdom  and  prudence  with  which  he  walked  along  that 
e^  avoiding,  on  the  one  hand,  statements  of  so  weighty  a  character  as 
e  made  a  libel  necessary,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  equally  avoiding 
I  of  so  little  weight  as  would  not  warrant  him  poioting  to  the  conclusion 
le  wished  to  arrive.  The  statemeuts  made  in  support  of  Dr.  Rainy*s 
re,  in  his  opinion,  not  only  vague  and  narrow,  but  they  were  unproven. 
I  proceeded  to  quote  a  statement  made  to  him  by  Mr.  Murray  Dunlop  at 
hen  there  were  discussions  about  setting  up  of  the  Evangelistic  Chair,  to 
iiat  "  the  Cliurch  could  not  set  up  a  professorship  for  a  limited  time  with* 
ig  it  through  the  Barrier  Act."  He  had  not  the  least  doubt  about  the 
he  Chnrch  to  do  what  Dr.  Kainy  proposed,  but  he  objected  to  that  being 
rhat  was,  in  his  opinion,  an  unconstitutional  way,  as  indicated  by  the 
the  present  legal  adviser,  as  well  as  of  the  late  Mr.  Murray  Dunlop. 
)BR£3T,  Stevenston,  Ayrshire,  as  an  old  student  of  Professor  Smith,  rose 

of  Dr.  Whjte  to  reply  to  the  memorial  from  old  students  regarding  the 
I  teaching  in  the  Free  Church  College,  Aberdeen.  In  doing  so,  he  felt 
J  sorry  that  his  testimony  was  so  very  different  from  this  memorial  from 
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which  Dr.  Whyte  had  quoted,  and  on  which  he  hftd  bnllt  one  of  his  moBt  cflfoeiiTe 
arguments.  It  woald  have  been  far  more  congenial  with  his  feelings  if  he  eoald  have 
remained  silent,  or  taken  his  stand  by  the  side  of  his  old  Professor.  Bat  this  be 
could  not  do.  From  his  student  days  to  the  present  honr  he  had  eontistently 
opposed  the  teaching  of  Professor  Smith,  and  now  his  sense  of  duty  as  a  member  of 
this  Assembly  compelled  him  to  raise  his  voice  in  behalf  of  what  he  deemed  the 
truth.  Ko  misrepresentation  could  in  the  end  assist  either  side.  And,  if  erer 
Professor  Smith  go  back  to  his  chair,  he  was  sure  that  all  would  desire  to  tee  him 
go  back  in  "  peace  with  honour ; "  and  if  this  result  was  reached  no  old  stodeat 
would  rejoice  more  than  he ;  and  if  he  in  his  humble  way  could  eontribnte  in  setting 
this  path  of  truth  before  the  eye  of  the  Church,  he  would  oertainly  not  be  the  old 
student  that  had  contributed  least  to  the  cause  of  the  man  who,  above  all  men,profeaNil 
to  be,  and  was  hailed  by  the  world  at  large  as,  the  advocate  of  troth  and  righteonsassa 

But  before  saying  more,  he  begged  to  state,  injustice  to  his  fellow-stodenta,  thst 
he  did  not  charge  them  with  wilful  misrepresentation.  He  knew  many  of  them 
intimately,  and  knew  them  to  be  men  of  faith  and  of  sterling  piety.  Had  they  leea 
this  document  as  he  saw  it^  he  was  certain  that  not  one  of  them  would  have  rigned 
it.  This  signing  of  it  simply  afforded  to  him  a  remarkable  instanoe  of  how  good 
men  may  be  blinded  by  partisan  zeal  and  strong  personal  attachment  to  a  friend. 

This  memorial  professes  to  give  a  full  and  aeeurate  statement  regarding  a  four 
years'  curriculum  in  the  Abenleen  Free  Chureh  College,  under  Professor  Smith.  It 
states  that  during  the  first  and  second  years  the  course  was  almost  wholly  lingniaiie, 
and  to  this  we  may  add  that  during  the  first  year  it  was  wholly  so.  In  the  third 
and  fourth  years,  they  are  informed,  the  studies  were  theological  and  eritieaL  Nov 
it  is  very  plain  that,  according  to  this  account  of  the  memorialists,  the  third  and 
fourth  sessions  are  the  important  sessions,  in  order  to  be  able  to  judge  of  Professor 
Smith's  views.  Those  students,  then,  who  have  heard  those  theologinl  and  critical 
lectures,  are  alone  the  men  fit  to  speak  in  a  matter  of  testimony.  But  in  regtrd 
to  this  memorial  he  would  ask,  who  among  the  old  students  had  a  moral  right  to 
testify  to  the  character  of  a  full  curriculum  of /our  years  1  Kot  those  who  had 
heard  part  of  the  course,  not  even  those  who  had  heard  the  most  essential  part  of  tiio 
course,  but  those  who  had  gone  through  the  whole  course,  and  who  on  the  ground  of 
personal  experience,  could  conscientiously  append  their  names.  How  did  Uie  ease 
stand  1  When  he  got  this  memorial  sent  him  by  a  friend  after  It  was  fully  sigsed 
and  laid  before  the  last  Assembly,  he  was  more  than  surprised  to  find  that  oat  of 
thirty-six  students  whose  names  were  attached  to  it,  only  twelve  of  them  had  gooe 
through  the  whole  four  years*  course.  {**  Oh,  oh.")  Out  of  the  remaining  twenty- 
four,  how  many  had  attended  three  sessions  1  only  seven ;  out  of  the  remsinio^ 
seventeen,  how  many  had  attended  two  sessions  ?  only  8 ;  and  the  remaining  nine 
were  only  for  one  session  under  Professor  Smith  studying  the  Hebrew  grammir, 
But  this  is  not  all.  Among  these  nine  he  could  point  to  some  that  actually  went 
through  their  whole  theological  course  of  Hebrew  criticism  in  Edinburgh,  and  yet 
they  put  their  names  to  this  document,  without  dates  annexed,  as  if  they  had  for 
four  sessions  attended  at  Aberdeen  ! 

He  could  at  great  length  enter  on  a  criticism  of  this  memorial,  but  he  wonld 
not  detain  the  house.  He  would  content  himself  by  pointing  to  two  very  gliring 
misrepresentations. 

The  memorial  says,  "  Some  of  us  can  still  recal  the  feeling  of  enthusiasm  stined 
in  us  by  the  masterly  way  in  which,  in  a  few  sentences.  Professor  Smith  showed  the 
hoUowness,  and  demolished  the  grounds,  of  the  Bationalism  of  such  men  as  Colenio 
and  even  of  Ewald."  These  few  sentences  he  for  one  never  heard,  and,  as  yet,  he  haa 
met  no  old  student  who  could  produce  them,  nor  although  he  has  searched  Profesaor 
Smith's  writings,  has  he  yet  come  across  them.  He  would  strongly  urge  any  one 
who  can  furnish  them  to  do  it  at  once,  and  confer  a  boon  on  every  teacher  and 
preacher  in  the  Christian  world. 

The  memorial  also  states,  *' Whatever  difference  there  may  be  as  to  the  adoption 
of  certain  views,  or  as  to  the  strength  and  value  of  particular  arguments,  we  eaa 
conscientiously  say,  from  what  he  caused  us  to  see  and  learn,  that  the  worst  that 
rationalistic  criticism  has  to  show,  only  strengthens  our  faith  in  the  Divine  origin 
and  authority  and  infallible  truth  of  Scripture."  If  this  be  true,  it  does  not  much 
matter  whether  Professor  Smith  teach  Rationalism  or  not.    In  his  hands  it  is  not  a 
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iDger  Uoi  an  adraiiuge  ?  Now  we  know  what  Rationalism  has  done  in  other  lands 
id  in  tlie  bmnds  of  other  professors.  Strange  that  in  Aberdeen,  and  in  the  teaching 
f  Professor  Smith,  it  has  become  so  useful  a  tool  as  to  demonstrate  once  for  all,  that 
lbs  worti  that  rationalistic  criticism  can  do "  is  to  establish  faith  and  nourish 
Uitianlifsl 

FosJiiTeljy  and  in  a  word,  he  would  now  add,  that  when  he  compared  the  article 

'Btt4e  "  with  hia  class-notes,  he  was  compelled  to  saj  that  the  article  Tery  fairly 

Rpnae&ied  the  sum  and  substance  of  Professor  Smith's  teaching,  with  one  exception 

-4ks  tlieory  of  Deuteronomy.    He  did  not  in  the  hall  hear  anything  of  this,  but 

k  tUs  Bieinorial  he  learned  that  event  too,  in  the  succeeding  session,  was  brought 

Mrs  the  elass. .  He  would  say  no  more.    He  did  not  feel  called  upon,  meantime, 

Mnt  Io  add  more  facts  or  to  characterise  further  the  teaching  of  Professor  Smith. 

IsBiBBi  merely  to  identify  the  article  "  Bible  "  and  his  class  teaching ;  if  the  one 

iiWlisBalistic  so  is  the  other ;  but  whether  or  not,  is,  of  course,  a  matter  of  opinion. 

Mi;  Forrest  closed  by  saying  that  he  refused  to  sign  this  memorial  for  three 

MMul: — it  was  inaccurate ;  it  dragged  into  the  case  an  element  not  now  before  the 

Choch  ;  and  it  met  and  sought  to  destroy  a  very  natural  and  just  inference  drawn 

fc«i  the  eharaeter  of  Professor  Smith's  published  writings.    For  if  Professor  Smith 

RsUj  believed  what  he  has  written,  he  was  morally  bound  as  an  honest  man  to  teach 

IL    And  those  who  in  many  ways  strive  to  make  the  Church  believe  that  Professor 

teith  «SB  publish  one  thing  and  teach  another,  are  certainly  not  his  best  friends, 

nd  will  sson  find  that  the  character  they  appear  so  eager  to  impute  .to  the  Professor, 

k  will  himself  be  the  very  first  man  to  repudiate.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  BOBEBTSON,  Stoncykirk,  came  forward  as  a  fellow-student  of  Mr.  Forrest, 
to  bear  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  memorial.  (Cheers.)  In  the  name  of  all  who 
rigsed  it,  so  Car  as  he  had  been  able  to  see  them,  he  had  to  state  that  it  gave,  at  the 
Mae  it  was  signed,  their  most  conscientious  belief  with  regard  to  the  character, 
Mlhod,  and  results  of  Professor  Smith's  teaching ;  and  all  he  had  seen  that  day 
Mtkerised  him  to  say  that  they  held  now  to  be  true  what  they  there  stated. 
(AppUsse.)  He  left  it  to  the  house  to  decide  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  Deu- 
tmomie  question  they  were  not  aware  of  having  ever  been  discusssed  in  the  class- 
noBi.  After  the  article  **  Bible "  was  published,  Professor  Smith  had  read  it  to 
iheie  of  them  then  in  the  class,  giving  a  short  running  commentury  on  it,  but  this 
cnld  searcely  be  counted  a  fault.     (Applause.) 

He  had  never  heard  it  proved  that  Professor  Smith  taught  Rationalism,  and  he 
■ked  for  more  direct  proof  than  was  contained  in  the  statements  they  had  heard 
■sde  that  night.  He  hoped  he  might  always  have  so  good  a  cause  to  advocate,  and 
W  able  to  testify  to  it  with  as  sincere  a  heart  as  he  now  did  to  the  benefit  he  him- 
adf  had  derived  from  Professor  Smith's  teachings,  and  the  elimination  of  rationa- 
We  views  that  teaching  was  calculated  to  produce.    (Applause.) 

They  woold  look  in  vain,  no  doubt,  for  the  name  of  the  former  speaker  appended 
to  the  memorial.  He  did  not  wonder  that  he  should  find  fault  with  it;  but  he  certainly 
iid  wonder  that  he  should  come  forward  and  bring  such  a  charge  of  bad  faith  against 
Us  fellow^tadents  without  a  little  more  evidence  than  he  had  been  pleased  to  give. 
Mr.  Bobertson  concluded  by  deprecating  the  practice  of  looking  at  students' 
isCe-books,  and  asked  where  they  were  to  end  if  this  were  followed  out.  By  tbo 
coBmon^talk  in  Aberdeen  College,  they  would  hear  that  difficulties  concerning 
jnknon  were  not  confined  to  one  alone. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarlaud,  held  this  remark  was  applied  to  him,  but  he  begged  to  any 
tbibe  had  never  seen  any  of  the  note-books  belonging  to  Professor  Smith's  students. 
Mr.  BOBERTSON  held  that  the  former  speaker's  words  could  not  be  corroborated 
nkas  by  the  note-books. 

Dr.  BEQ6 — The  Assembly  having  heard  the  statements  now  made  by  both  of 
tktold  students  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith,  may  judge  for  themselves  in  regard 
to  the  worth  or  bearing  of  the  statements  in  the  memorial  of  the  students ;  but  I 
tin  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  set  forth  what  I  believe  to  be  the  exact  state 
ef  this  question,  from  what  I  think  we  have  been  recently  drifting  considerably. 
(Hear,  hear.)  There  are  two  motions  before  the  house — that  of  Dr.  Rainy  on  the 
iae  hand,  and  that  of  Dr.  Why  te  on  the  other — and  the  real,  the  only  question  before 
the  house  is.  Which  of  the  two  motions  ought  to  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the 
Aaembly  !     Now,  the  difference  between  the  two  is  undoubtedly  in  substance  this. 
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apart  from  other  considerations,  that  the  one  proposes  a  procedure  which  is  of  a 
summary  nature,  and  the  other  suggests  a  procedure  of  a  more  protracted  nature.  I 
wish  to  take  the  full  responsibility  of  supporting  the  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy;  and,  for 
my  part,  I  hare  always  held  that  there  is  a  complete  distinction,  I  do  not  say 
betwixt  the  abstract  status  of  a  professor  who  most  be  a  minister  and  the  status  of  a 
minister,  but  betwixt  the  status  of  a  minister  and  the  right  of  a  professor  to  teach 
the  students  of  this  Church,  after  the  Church  herself  has  become  conyineed  that 
that  teaching  is  not  of  a  satisfactory  kind.  (Hear,  hear.)  1  find  that  I  made  this 
distinction  in  last  Assembly  as  follows : — "  I  entirely  agree  with  aome  one  who  said 
— I  think  Dr.  Laidlaw— that  the  case  would  have  been  entirely  different  if  yoa 
nerer  had  served  a  libel  at  all.  I  for  one  do  not  believe  that  our  profeasors  hare 
any  prescriptive  right  to  teach  the  students  of  the  Free  Church.  I  would  secure 
their  position  so  far  just  as  a  minister*s  position  is  secured  ;  but  I  do  not  believe 
that  they  are  entitled  to  hold  their  position  in  the  way  of  teaching  students  without 
the  full  sanction  and  confidence  of  the  Church.  Whatever  arrangement  you  may 
choose  to  make  in  regard  to  matters  bearing  on  the  temporal  interests  of  professortr 
I  do  not  think  you  can  for  a  moment  imagine  that  they  are  entitled  to  continue 
to  teach  after  the  Church  has  lost  confidence  in  the  kind  of  teaching  which  they 
bring  to  bear  on  the  students." — Dr.  Begg's  Speech,  1880,  **  Blue  Book,"  p.  194.  A 
good  deal  has  been  said — and,  in  fact,  that  is  the  essence  of  the  other  proposal — ^in 
favour  of  a  libel  at  this  stage,  and  the  libel  in  reference  to  the  status  of  a  professor. 
Now,  I  would  say  in  general  that  I  have  no  great  confidence — I  do  not  speak  of  Dr. 
Whjte  in  particular,  for  I  daresay  he  is  very  honest  in  his  proposal — but  I  have  no 
great  confidence  in  the  anxiety  of  many  to  have  a  libel,  because  when  they  had  a 
libel  before  they  were  most  anxious  to  get  quit  of  it — (a  laugh) — and  they  did  get 
quit  of  it  al  last  General  Assembly.  If  they  had  been  really  anxious  to  carry 
the  matter  out  by  libel  they  would  have  supported  my  motion  at  last  Assembly 
— (hear,  hear) — which  was  to  the  effect  that  the  libel  having  been  framed  and 
found  relevant — at  least  in  one  particular — we  should  proceed  to  the  probation 
of  the  libel.  What  did  they  propose,  and  what  did  they  carry)  They  pro- 
posed and  carried  that,  instead  of  proceeding  to  the  libel,  the  libel  should 
be  withdrawn.  Well,  I  don't  think  there  is  much  hope  that  men  who  took 
that  ground  last  year  will  be  much  more  consistent  now,  although  it  is  a  pretty 
good  strategical  position  to  propose  a  libel  in  the  new  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  placed.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  have  no  sympathy  with  those  who 
think  that  in  these  circumstances  a  libel  should  be  framed.  On  the  contrary, 
I  should  be  prepared,  if  the  Church  was  prepared  to  any  reasonable  extent  ia 
reference  to  the  new  writings  which  have  been  issued  by  Professor  Smith,  that  these 
writings  should  be  subjected  to  a  process  of  examination,  it  may  be  with  that  resali 
But  the  question  is — Are  we  bound,  in  dealing  with  the  teaching  of  a  theological 
professor,  to  deal  with  it  in  the  way  of  libel  ?  I  do  not  believe  it,  and  it  would 
be  a  calamity  if  it  were  so.  I  believe  that  in  the  present  case  there  is  some- 
thing of  a  peculiarity — namely,  that  the  Professor  was  ordained  as  a  minister  of 
this  Church  for  the  purpose  that  he  might  occupy  the  chair  of  a  theological  pro* 
feasor  in  Aberdeen.  But  I  hold  that  the  basis  of  a  minister's  standing  is  his  o^ 
dination.  I  don*t  think  you  can  touch  that.  But,  in  reference  to  the  right  of  profes* 
sors  to  teach  our  students,  it  seems  to  me  ridiculous  to  say  that  they  are  entitled 
to  go  on  teaching  what  we  regard  as  deleterious  doctrine,  whether  we  have  come 
to  a  right  conclusion  or  not  We  appoint  these  professors,  we  watch  them  from 
year  to  year,  we  send  our  students  to  them,  and  take  our  students  from  them. 
Does  any  one  suppose  that  we  could  not  interdict  our  students  from  going  to  these 
professors  1  I  hold,  notwithstanding  what  our  interim  procurator  has  said,  that  the 
tenure  of  a  right  to  teach — that  the  position  of  a  professor — is  entirely  different  from 
the  position  of  the  minister  in  that  respect  You  cannot  remove  the  minister  from 
his  status  without  a  libel;  and  your  professors,  being  ministers,  yon  cannot  remove 
them,  any  more  than  you  can  remove  the  minister,  from  their  ministerial  statu 
without  a  libel.  But  you  can  declare,  as  Principal  Rainy  proposes,  that,  in  the 
circumstances.  Professor  Smith  is  no  longer  to  teach  your  students.  That  yon  can 
do  this  I  hold  to  be  as  clear  as  noonday ;  and,  in  fact,  if  you  can*t  do  it,  the  sooner 
you  assert  your  right  to  do  it  the  better.  (Hear,  hear.)  What  is  the  purpose  of 
training  theological  students !    It  is  to  have  men  in  the  ministry  who  shall  teach 
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the  people  in  accordanee  with  the  Dirine  Word.  Now,  it  was  demanded  in  the 
forenoon  whether  the  Church  had  ever  assamed  that  right.  Why,  the  Church,  from 
thu  (Iats  of  the  apoatlei,  had  that  right  It  is  in  the  constitution  of  the  Church, 
apart  altogether  from  any  peculiarities  in  the  Free  Church,  and  it  seems  to  me  as 
clear  as  possible  that  yon  must  distinguish  between  that  and  the  more  important 
qaestion — the  deposing  a  man  from  the  ministry.  These  questions  are  not  actually 
before  us  to-night.  It  is  on  Thursday  they  will  come  up  ;  but  on  the  present  occa- 
sion it  seems  to  me  as  clear  as  possible  that  you  are  entitled  to  declare  that  Professor 
Smith  is  no  longer  to  teach  the  students  of  this  Church.  I  might  say,  in  passing,  that 
1  bare  do  objection  to  what  Mr.  Wilson  proposed  to-day  in  regard  to  ministers.  I 
would  hold  that,  if  there  be  inefficient  ministen,  they  might  be  set  aside  from  work, 
alihoQgh  they  mnst  be  treated  in  the  same  way  as  I  would  treat  the  Professor,  when 
joD  come  to  treat  him  as  an  ordained  minister.  I  would  have,  in  fact,  no  objection  to 
tbt  Triers  of  0 liver  Cromwell,  if  we  would  have  a  Church  made  efficient.  I  should 
like  to  see  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  Churches — (hear,  hear) — as  well  as  into 
all  oor  theological  halls.  But  in  the  meantime  I  make  a  distinction  between  a  man's 
right  to  teach  students  and  the  right  of  the  Church  to  depose  him  from  the  ministry. 
l<ow,  the  real  vital  question  before  the  Assembly  is,  Is  there  ground  and  reason 
^psrt  altogether  from  what  students  may  say  on  the  one  side  or  on  the  other — for 
coming  to  the  conclusion  to  which  Dr.  Rainy's  motion  points  1  I  think  there  is, 
and  1  think  no  one  can  read  the  report  of  the  Commission,  and  the  remarkable 
statements  which  are  there  quoted  from  the  recent  writings  of  Professor  Smith, 
wiihoot coming  to  that  definite  conclusion.  For  example,  "It  may  fairly  be  made 
a  qoestion  whether  Moses  left  in  writing  any  other  laws  than  the  Commandments  on 
the  tables  of  stone.**  I  hold  that  to  be  a  fl^it  contradiction  of  the  language  of  Christ 
iuelf,  for,  "  He  answered  and  said  unto  them.  What  did  Moses  command  you  ?  And 
tbey  said.  Hoses  saffered  to  write  a  bill  of  divorcement,  and  to  put  her  away.  And 
Jesua  answered  and  said  unto  them,  For  the  hardness  of  your  heart  he  wrote  you 
thid  precept.**  Well,  can  it  be  a  fair  question  with  any  Christian  man  or  minister 
whether  Christ  waa  speaking  the  truth  on  that  occasion  or  not?  ("Oh,  oh.'*) 
Can  it  be  a  fair  qaestlon  when  Christ  Himself  knew  what  He  said  1  {"  No,  no.") 
U  that  the  kind  of  doctrine  in  which  men  are  to  be  trained  for  the  ministry  of  the 
Free  Church)  Again,  "This  lyric  drama  (that  is,  the  Song  of  Solomon)  has 
Bufiered  much  from  interpolation,  and  presumably  was  not  written  down  till  a  com- 
paratirely  late  date,  and  from  imperfect  recollection,  so  that  its  original  shape  is 
Terr  much  lost**  As  to  the  question  of  interpolations,  that  might  be  consistent  with 
ingpiration.  But  can  you  say  that  there  is  inspiration  of  any  intelligible  kind  in  a 
thing  that  has  been  written  from  imperfect  recollection?  It  is  not  mere  interpola- 
tion, but  a  document  which  has  been  written  from  imperfect  recollection  cannot  be 
sn  inspired  docoment  nnleas  you  are  to  impute  to  Qod  Himself  imperfect  recollec 
tion.  ("  Ob,  oh,'*  and  cries  of  "  Quite  right.")  Again, "  The  chronicler  no  longer 
thoronghly  underatood  the  old  Hebrew  sources  from  which  he  worked,  while,  for 
the  Utest  part  of  bis  history,  he  used  a  Jewish  Aramaic  document,  part  of  which  he 
incorporated  in  the  book  of  Ezra."  That  is  to  say,  that  the  inspired  writer  no  longer 
thoroughly  understood  the  old  Hebrew  sources  from  which  he  worked.  Well,  was 
that  au  inspired  man  or  not,  and  is  the  book  so  produced  an  inspired  book  or  not? 
The  statement  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  is  that  it  is  an  inspired  book.  Are  we  to 
allow  teaching  like  that  in  our  Halls,  and  if  it  is  spread  abroad,  is  the  Church  to 
look  on  and  see  teaching  like  that  on  the  part  of  one  of  our  theological  professors 
wiihoQt  interposing?  1  say  "  No.*'  (Cheers.)  Tell  me  about  the  Court  of  Session  t 
1  remember  much  about  the  Court  of  Session  in  former  times,  and  we  all  respect  it 
io  its  own  place.  Our  young  friend  knows  very  little  of  what  we  know  about  the 
Coort  of  Session.  (Laughter.)  They  might  interpose.  I  cannot  tell  whether  they 
will  or  not,  but  rather  than  the  Church  should  tolerate  for  a  year  such  teaching  as 
that  I  would  brave  all  the  courts  in  Christendom.  (Cheers.)  I  hold  that  the  Free 
Cboreh  this  night  should  give  forth  a  ringing  decision,  to  the  effect  that  this  is  our 
determination,  and  that  we  will  not  be  turned  aside  from  it  on  any  consideration  that 
may  be  introduced  to  the  contrary.  Let  us  be  firm,  brethren.  I  am  one  of  the  few 
wbo  went  through  all  the  old  struggle,  and,  thanks  be  to  God,  I  have  some  strength 
left  for  a  new  struggle  yet.  (Applause.)  Let  us  be  firm  as  we  were  in  the  past. 
Our  former  stmggles  taught  us  to  stand  for  God  and  truth  !  (Applause.)  Let  us 
do  what  is  right,  and  let  us  fear  no  consequences.    (Loud  applause.) 
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Mr.  BENJAMIN  BELL  (elder),  Edinbnrgb,  said  I  had  no  intention  of  addreaung 
the  house  on  this  occasion,  bat  it  appears  to  me  that  Dr.  Begg  has  eompleUlj 
misapprehended  the  aim  and  object  of  Dr.  Whyte's  motion.  ("No,  no.*^  Dr. 
Begg  seems  to  be  nnder  the  misapprehension  that  we  on  this  side  are  desirooi  to 
libel  Professor  Smith,  whereas  if  he  looks  attentiyely  to  what  was  said,  he  will  ice 
that  what  we  attach  most  importance  to  is  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
composed  of  both  sides  of  the  house,  a  committee  completely  representatiTe  of  the 
theologians  of  this  hoase.  That  is  what  we  mean  by  a  committee.  And  what  is 
that  committee  to  do  ?  Not  to  institute  a  libel  against  Professor  Smith,  bat  to 
consider  maturely  the  writings  which  he  has  published  since  last  Assembly.  Bat 
what  do  we  mean  by  the  writings  published  since  last  Assembly.  Attention  hii 
been  directed  simply  to  those  two  small  papers,  which  had  been  written  and  printed 
before,  and  were  published  shortly  after  last  Assembly;  and  the  laige  book,  the 
volume  of  400  pages,  with  an  appendix,  published  within  the  last  month,  has  been 
substantially  ignored.  What  Dr.  Whyte  meant  was  this,  that  a  committee  such  as 
I  hare  described  should  be  appointed  to  consider  maturely  those  writings,  with 
power,  if  they  see  cause,  to  prosecute  him  (Mr.  Smith)  by  libel  before  the  Presbj- 
tery  of  Aberdeen.  We  on  our  part  are  not  dishonest  enough  to  think  that  Profesior 
Smith  can  be  conyicted  by  libel.  We  consider  the  question  is  much  too  broad,  much 
too  deep,  much  too  important  to  be  settled  in  that  way.  But  we  say,  let  the  whole 
subject,  let  the  volume  recently  printed  be  considered  maturely,  prayerfully,  with  i 
desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth  by  the  best  theologians  and  scholars  in  this  Choreh, 
and  then  if  they,  those  of  them  who  are  opposed  to  Professor  Smith,  like  to  submit 
a  libel  we  will  not  oppose  them.  I  cannot  sit  still  without  putting  clearly  before 
the  Assembly  the  real  meaning  and  object  of  Dr.  Whyte*s  motion.  I  may  now  saj 
a  word  with  regard  to  my  beloved  friend,  Principal  Rainy.  He  has  said  msay 
notable  things,  things  to  be  remembered,  in  hia  day,  and  one  saying  of  his  dang  st 
that  moment  to  his  (Mr.  Bell*s)  memory.  It  was  to  this  e£foct : — "  How  comes  it 
that  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  has  had  to  bear  the  strain  and  stress  of  all  the 
controversies  1 "  There  Principal  Rainy  recognised  the  true  position  of  their  Cbnreh. 
It  appears  to  me  that  we  are  not  adequately  rising  to  the  grandeur  of  our  position. 
If,  instead  of  facing  the  strain,  instead  of  seeking  to  bear  the  strain,  we  shrink  from 
and  avoid  it,  then  I  say  we  shall  be  doing  both  if  we  adopt  the  motion  proposed  bj 
Principal  Rainy  in  the  present  case.  This  Church  has  been  greatly  honoured  bj 
the  God  we  trust  in.  He  has  guided  her  through  many  difficulties,  many  dangen, 
and  perplexities.  Let  us  put  our  trust  in  Him  still ;  let  us  face  the  question,  and 
endeavour  to  do  what  must  be  done,  if  not  by  this  Church,  by  other  Chnrehes.  U 
we  adopt  the  motion  of  Principal  Rainy  we  may  have  quietness,  but  it  will  not  be  i 
peace  that  can  endure;  and  if  we  adopt  Dr.  Whyte's  motion,  then  we  tell  the 
country,  and  we  tell  Christendom,  that  we  are  doing  our  best  to  understand  those 
views  of  Professor  Smith,  and  that  if  they  are  found  not  satisfactory  either  to  the 
one  party  or  the  other,  we  simply  hold  it  out  as  a  possible  course  that  a  libel  nuy 
be  eventually  proposed.  I  wish  for  mature  consideration  of  this  important  voloiae 
of  Professor  Smith's.  The  words  of  Mordecai  to  Queen  Esther  have  come  np  to  mj 
mind — "  For  who  knoweth  whether  or  not  thon  art  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such 
a  time  as  this."  That  applied  not  only  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  in  ber 
collective  capacity,  but  to  all  of  us.  I  say  the  students  may  be  thankful  that  they 
are  entering  upon  their  course  of  study  at  such  a  time  as  this — a  time  of  controversy 
and  difficulty,  a  time  that  educates  men  for  their  future  work  in  the  world,  sneb  i 
time  as  educated  the  heroes  of  the  Disruption  before  the  event  came,  and  also  pre- 
pared them  for  that  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which  Professor  Salmoad 
alluded  to  this  afternoon.  The  younger  ministers  of  ont  Church,  in  the  flush  of 
their  early  manhood,  ought  to  be  thankful  that  they  are  not  In  a  season  of  qoietnesf, 
a  condition  into  which  we  are  very  apt  to  lapse,  by  being  proud  of  our  former  doiags, 
of  our  men,  and  givings,  and  everything  else,  but  have  now  an  opportnnity,  like 
Esther,  to  lend  a  hand  in  rescuing  the  Church  from  the  difficulties  by  which  she  \a 
surrounded.  I  say  to  older  men,  like  myself,  who  knows  but  that  yonr  days  hare 
been  lengthened  out  that  you  too  may  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  beloved  Choreh 
of  our  fathers  in  this  her  hour  of  trial  t    (Applause.) 

Sir  HENRT  MONCREIFF  said— I  wish  to  refer  to  the  statement  of  oar  tem- 
porary legal  adviser.  I  wish  to  advert  to  it  because  I  have  a  particular  feeling  on 
the  subject  of  that  statement.     I  think  it  showed  that  we  do  not  require  to  be  much 
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distorhed  by  ibe  trath  of  what  he  has  stated,  however  certain  it  may  be.    I  agree 
with  Dr.  Begg,  that  we  are  boond  to  go  forward  in  the  face  of  everything  that  might 
be  apprehended  from  any  courts  in  the  kingdom.    (Cheers.)    According  to  the  view 
I  have  taken  of  a  subject  like  this — on  the  supposition  that  I  agree  with  Dr.  Bainy's 
motion — ^when  yon  propose  to  undertake  ecclesiastical  censure,  without  deposing, 
without  declaring  a  man  to  be  no  longer  a  minister  of  your  Church,  but  simply 
require  him  to  cease  from  the  work  that  has  been  assigned  to  him,  and  resolve 
to  have  all  rights  reserved /to  him — he  may  claim — I  should  not  speak  of  giving 
bis  salary  in  any  way  offensive — ^bnt,  so  far  as  the  Church  is  concerned,  when  yon 
propose  in  that  way  to  remove  a  man  from  the  particular  work  asBigned  to  him,  why 
thea  Ton  are  prepared,  as  I  can  see,  to  do  whatever,  according  to  the  statement  of 
3Ir.  Gothrie,  the  court  may  order  you  to  do.    Tou  are  prepared  to  give  the  com* 
penaition  needed,  you  are  pi  epared  not  to  interfere  with  any  civil  right  the  Professor 
may  have ;  all  yon  wish  to  do  is  to  prevent  him  going  on  to  teach  your  students.    It 
tdjt  be  a  hardship  yon  bring  upon  yourselves  in  that  way,  but  there  is  no  help  for 
it.    The  question  is,  whether  or  not  they  had  a  right  to  prevent  him  from  going  on 
u  practically  a  professor  of  their  students,  and  that  appears  to  me  a  view  of  the 
matter  which  makes  it  unnecessary  to  be  much  disturbed  by  the  statement  made  by 
oar  legsl  adviser.    Whether  that  statement  is  borne  oat  in  reality,  we  are  not  to 
judge.    The  statement  was  that  of  a  hiwyer — a  very  able  lawjer,  though  not  long  at 
the  bar;  still  I  think  his  opinion  would  be  affirmed  by  lawyers  of  older  experience. 
Bnt  we  do  not  need  to  be  much  disturbed  by  it.    1  have  had  some  difficulty  in 
miking  ap  my  mind  upon  Dr.  Bainy's  motion.    I  do  not  doubt  the  right  of  the 
Cbarch  any  more  than  Dr.  Begg  does.     I  have  no  doubt  we  have  right,  there  being 
particular  grounds  in  the  case,  to  remove  a  man  from  the  position  of  a  professor 
teaching  onr  students.    The  only  question  that  could  raise  any  difficulty  is  whether, 
ia  the  elrcumstances  of  this  case,  and  especially  with  that  new  work  of  Professor 
Robertson  Smith,  the  lectures  that  have  been  adverted  to  by  Dr.  Bell — ^whether  in 
these  circumstances  it  was  or  is  the  right  course  to  found  merely  upon  the  past, 
without  looking  at  that  book,  and  coming  to  a  conclusion  upon  those  grounds. 
Now,  I  have  said  I  have  had  difficulty  in  the  matter.    I  think  the  book  requires  to 
bt  examined.     (Hear,  hear.)    I  think  you  will  be  obliged  to  examine  it  in  the  end 
— (hear,  hear) — and  I  have  an  impression  in  my  own  mind,  however  well  executed 
thit  book  may  be,  there  is  sufficient  in  it  to  make  the  groundwork  of  a  libel, 
although  I  would  not  like  to  commit  myself  to  that.     I  think,  if  there  is  to  be  a 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  there  must  be  far  more  care  taken  about  the 
appointing  of  the  committee  than  is  provided  for  in  Dr.  Why  te's  motion.    Tou  must 
hare  a  motion  which  very  carefully  distinguishes  between  having  parties  in  both 
sides  to  inquire,  and  the  parties  actually  entitled  to  prosecute  a  libel.     I  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  a  motion  that  does  not  make  those  persons  bona  fide  prosecute  a 
libel  to  the  end  of  the  case.    There  is  one  consideration  that  leads  me  to  acquiesce 
in  Dr.  Bainy's  motion,  apart  with  my  disagreeing  with  Dr.  Whyte's  motion  on  this 
CTonnd  as  well  as  others — though  I  cannot  be  accounted  a  keen  advocate  of  Dr. 
Kainy's  motion — I  do  think  that  if  we  are  to  have  a  great  question  raised  afterwards 
aboat  the  views  propounded  by  these  lectures,  it  may  be  well  to  have  them  sepa- 
rated from  the  subject  brought  up  by  the   Commission's  report    (Hear,  hear.) 
Then  there  is  another  consideration.    Ton  think  it  is  of  very  great  importance  that 
we  should  assert  the  right  to  deal  with  our  professors,  not  Professor  Smith  only,  bnt 
sny  professor.     1  think  that  to  assert  the  right  of  dealing  with  professors,  and 
requiring  them  to  resign  or  leave  their  positions  when  a  case  of  emergency  arises,  is 
a  most  important  thing  for  the  Church.    (Hear,  hear.)    The  Chnrch  ought  to  assert 
this  right,  and  we  have  the  opportunity  now.    Of  course,  I  agree  with  the  ground  of 
Principal  Bainy's  motion.    I  feel  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  ability  of  Professor 
Smith.    I  own  the  way  that  book  is  executed  inclined  me,  if  possible,  to  retain  him ; 
but  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible.    It  seems  to  me  that  the  points  referred  to  in 
Dr.  Bainy*s  motion  are  well  founded.    In  these  circumstances  I  have,  with  consider- 
able reluctance,  and  not  without  considerable  hesitation,  arrived  at  the  conclusion 
that  I  am  called  upon  to  acquiesce  in  Dr.  Bainy's  motion.    (Loud  applause,  and 
cries  of  "Vote.*^ 

Mr.  tflLLEB,  Dunse,  said  every  one  who  voted  for  either  of  the  motions  before 
the  house  declared  by  his  vote  that  the  motion  he  supported  best  met  the  case. 
What,  then,  was  the  case )    It  was  not  merely  that  of  a  professor  promulgating 
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TiewB  said  to  be  heretieal.  Ifc  was  that  with  this  important  addition,  that  a  Toy 
large  nnmber  of  persona,  both  inside  the  Free  Church  and  without,  were  looking  to 
this  Church  for  light  and  guidance  on  the  great  qaestlons  raised  by  Professor  Smith. 
Q  estions  were  raised  by  Professor  Smith  which  must  be  settled,  and  the  settlement 
of  them  was  thrown  in  the  providence  of  God  upon  the  Free  Church.  Many  wlio 
care  nothing  for  controversy,  and  whose  only  desire  is  for  truth,  were  looking  to 
this  Church ;  and  a  rare  opportunity  was  therefore  given  to  it  of  settling  the  Word 
of  Qod  before  the  country  on  a  broader  and  sorer  basis  of  belief  than  ever  it  had 
before.  (Cheers.)  That  being  the  case  it  was  essy  to  see  which  of  the  two  moUooi 
best  met  it.  Principal  Rainy's  motion  did  not  meet  the  case  at  all,  for  it  did  nothing 
to  obtain  the  light  anxiously  looked  foi;  by  so  many.  Dr.  Whyte*tf  motion,  if  adopted, 
would  lead  to  investigation,  and  end  in  showing  whether  Professor  Smith's  views  were 
sound  or  not  And  inasmuch  as  Dr.  Whyte's  motion  did  this,  it  met  the  case  better 
than  the  other,  and  ought  to  be  supported.  Strong  objection  was  taken  to  the 
committee  proposed  in  Dr.  Whyte's  motion,  on  the  ground  that  any  investigation, 
or  prosecution,  carried  out  by  it  would  not  be  sincere.  But  he,  for  one,  had  no 
objection  to  the  committee  being  all  of  Dr.  Begg*s  opinions — (No,  no) — because  tbey 
would  only  be  prosecutors,  and  there  would  be  an  independent  court  of  the  Church 
to  judge  how  far  they  ha4  been  successful  in  their  prosecution.  (Applause.)  Dr. 
Rainy's  motion  would  not  settle  the  matter.  It  merely  staved  it  off  for  a  little ;  for 
Professor  Smith  wonld  remain,  in  any  event,  an  elder  of  the  Church,  and  might 
publish  more  similar  writings  which  the  Church  would  be  bound  to  take  np ;  so 
that  the  Church  would  have  to  face  this  question,  and  possibly  at  next  Assembly  it 
might  be  in  the  very  same  position  as  now.  (Cheers.)  Before  sitting  down  he 
would  remind  the  house  of  Principal  Rainy's  closing  words.  The  Principal  said  if 
any  were  in  doubt  about  his  motion  they  ought  not  to  vote  for  it.  He  (Mr.  Miller) 
knew  some  were  doubting,  and  these  he  urged  to  follow  Principal  Rainy's  adrice. 
He  concluded  by  urging  all  who  had  any  doubt  about  voting  for  Professor  Soaith's 
removal  from  his  chair  to  act  on  the  grand  old  rule  of  British  justice,  and  gire  the 
accused  the  benefit  of  their  doubt.     (Cheers.) 

»Mr.  SMITH,  Sanquhar,  said— Dr.  Whyte  has  told  us  on  this  side  of  the  house 
to  have  the  courage  of  our  opinions.  I  ask  Dr.  Whyte  to  have  the  courage  of  his 
opinions.  It  is  plain  from  his  speech  that  he  does  not  think  Professor  Smith's 
opinions  contrary  to  the  truth ;  yet  Dr.  Whyte's  motion  asks  the  Assembly  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  consider  them,  and  if  need  be  to  prosecute  them  by  libel 
Is  that  having  the  courage  of  his  opinions  ?  He  should  have  concluded  with  a 
motion  to  declare  Professor  Smith's  views  not  contrary  to  the  truth,  and  should  csU 
on  the  Assembly  to  thank  God  both  for  Professor  Smith  and  for  his  opinions. 

Dr.  Whyte  talks  of  a  floating  mass  of  unformulated  tradition ;  and  he  implies 
that  the  beliefs  which  Professor  Smith  controverts  are  traditional  beliefs.  Sir,  we 
hold  that  Professor  Smith's  views  are  inconsistent  with  fundamental  principles, 
with  the  simple  historic  truth  of  Scripture. 

Dr.  Whyte  talks  of  Professor  Smith's  views  not  being  dangerous  and  nnsettliog. 
He  says  he  has  studied  them  and  found  them  safe  and  salutary.  No  doubt 
Professor  Smith's  writings  are  not  dangerous  and  unsettling  to  Dr.  Whyte,  or  to  the 
members  of  the  Assembly.  But  if  they  continue  to  be  taught  to  our  students,  and  if 
they  were  embraced  by  them,  and  these  were  embraced  by  her  people,  "  Ichabod,  the 
glory  is  departed,"  might  be  written  on  the  walls  of  our  Church. 

Dr.  Whyte  thinks  Professor  Smith's  views  safe  and  salutary.  If  Dr.  Whjte 
were  to  teach  them  to  the  Bible  Class  of  St.  Geoi:ge's,  would  they  be  safe  snd 
salutary  for  the  young  men  and  women  of  the  class  1  I  am  bound  to  say  that  the 
parents  of  Free  SL  George's  would  not  think  these  views  safe  and  salutary  for  their 
sons  and  daughters ;  and  this  Assembly  would  begin  to  look  after  Dr.  Whyte  for 
teaching  them. 

Men  talk  of  the  principle  of  Protestantism  and  of  the  Reformers,  as  if  they  were 
favourable  to  Professor  Smith's  views.  But  the  Reformers  are  not  onr  masten. 
Every  one  knows  that  the  Reformers,  especially  Luther,  had  some  very  qnestionahle 
views  about  Holy  Scripture.  It  is  the  Word  of  God  to  which  we  must  appeal  as  the 
infallible  rule,  and  the  Westminster  Confession  which  we  have  all  subscribed,  as  the 
interpretation  of  our  Bible  faith. 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH,  who  was  greeted  with  much  cheering,  said  it 
appeared  to  him  that  Dr.  Whyte's  motion,  to  which  he  was  prepared  to  aequiesce, 
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did  not  uk  the  house  to  pledge  itself  that  there  was  cause  for  a  libel  agidnst  him. 
What  it  did  say,  as  he  nndentood  it,  was,  that  there  had  emerged  in  his  case  certain 
qaestions,  and  that^  in  the  opinion  of  at  least  a  part  of  the  Choreh,  his  Tiews  were 
inconsistent  with  the  Standards.  That  being  so,  Dr.  Wliyte  and  others  were  of 
opinion  that  it  was  their  duty  to  indicate  in  opposition  to  a  motion  which  appeared 
nneonstitntional,  what  was  the  right  and  proper  way.  They  had  thought  it  would  bo 
well  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  that  the  raising  of  this  case  by  means  of  process 
should  not  be  left  to  the  responsibility  of  the  first  man  who  chose  to  take  it  apg  bat 
that  the  Church  should  try  to  get  a  fall  report  of  the  merits  of  his  case ;  and  that, 
hiTing  chosen  the  wisest  men  to  discuss  the  matter,  then,  if  the  case  was  to  go  to 
libel,  these  men  shoald  be  the  libellers.  The  motion  had  nothing  to  do  with  Dr. 
Whyte  s  personal  opinion  whether  his  Tiews  were  heretical  or  not  He  pat  it  to  the » 
house  whether  what  had  been  stated  by  Dr.  Begg,  and  several  other  people,  did  not 
amount  to  a  clear  statement  that  in  his  views  there  was  heresy,  and  when  they  had 
two  parties,  one  of  which  believed  there  was  heresy  in  his  views,  and  the  other  did 
not,  it  was  desirable  the  Church  should  not  go  on  without  deliberating  on  this  matter, 
and  it  moat  leave  open  the  contingency  that  if  these  parties  did  not  come  to  be  of 
one  mind  by  mere  deliberation,  then  the  matter  ahoald  be  settled  by  the  ordinary 
legal  methods.  It  had  been  impossible  for  the  house,  in  the  eonrse  of  the  discassiouy 
to  touch  any  one  point  of  the  merits  of  important  views.  He  remarked  how  steadily 
Dr.  Rainy  refrained  from  expressing  any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  merits,  and  limited 
himself  to  the  one  point  that  the  new  articles  raised  the  question  whether  it  would 
be  possible  any  longer  for  the  Church  to  allow  these  views  to  be  held  within  her 
pale.  Mr.  Balfour's  speech,  which  was  an  echo  of  Dr.  Balny's  without  its  subtlety 
of  distinction,  also  went  into  the  merits,  when  he  said  the  writings  contained  state- 
ments which  were  fitted  to  throw  grave  doubt  on  the  historical  truth  and  divine 
ioapiration  of  several  books  of  Scripture.  But  when  Mr.  Balfour  had  raised  this 
qaestion,  and  had  expressed  his  opinion  that  such  was  the  character  of  his  (Professor 
Smith's)  wiitinga,  what  argument  did  he  adduce  1  Brethren  would  please  to  remember 
that  this  qaestion  waa  now  for  the  first  time  properly  before  the  Court.  Whatever 
vaa  done  in  the  Commiseion,  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  and  others  calmly  rested  their 
defence  of  the  action  of  the  Commission  on  the  ground  that  it  foreclosed  nothing, 
deeided  nothing,  that  it  merely  kept  the  question  open  for  further  deliberation. 
That  statement  of  Sir  Henry's  meant,  if  it  meant  anything,  that  the  whole  report 
of  the  Commission  was  not  held  to  be  so  proved,  or  so  approved,  as  to  form  an 
immediate  ground  of  action ;  that  it  had  been  only  so  far  approved  as  to  bring  the 
matter  up  for  consideration  of  the  Assembly.  That  was  also  the  opinion  of  Dr. 
WilMn.  who  aaid  it  was  not  necessaiy  for  him  to  go  into  the  argument  Professor 
Smith  had  urged  at  the  bar.  His  interpretation  of  such  a  statement  was,  that  Dr. 
WUacn  thought  he  himself  and  the  Commission  could  not  finally  pledge  themselves 
to  the  terms  of  that  report  without  answering  his  arguments ;  that  the  amount  of 
approval  neceaaary  to  be  given  to  the  report  was  only  so  much  as  was  necessary  for 
the  immediate  object  in  view. 

Well,  then,  Mr.  Balfoor  told  them  he  was  prepared  to  accept  so  much  of  the 
report — ^to  accept  it,  not  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Commission  accepted  it,  but  as  a 
gronnd  of  dealing  which,  in  its  very  form  of  words,  professed  to  be  a  final  solution 
of  the  case.  When  Mr.  Balfour  came  to  this,  he  (Professor  Smith)  said  to  himself, 
"  We  are  now  going  to  have  the  merits  of  the  case.  Mr.  Balfour  will  say  what  are 
the  points  of  my  writings  to  which  he  objects ;  he  will  formulate  his  objections  so 
that  I  may  be  able  to  meet  them."  Bat  what  did  Mr.  Balfour  say )  He  said,  "  I  hold 
this  has  been  proved,  and,  if  it  were  necessary,  I  could  make  it  out  by  references." 
(Laoghter  and  applause.)  That  was  quite  of  a  piece  with  all  that  had  gone  on  that 
night ;  it  was  of  a  piece  with  the  conviction  of  the  Assembly,  and  the  appeal  made 
to  the  house  by  Dr.  Rainy,  that  the  Assembly  could  not  go  into  details.  The 
house  had  decided,  with  an  unanimity  that  was  surprising,  that  they  were  not  to 
take  up  the  merits  of  his  writings.  That  was  the  position  of  the  case.  Bat  he 
atked  how  that  waa  to  be  reeoncUed  with  the  motion  they  were  asked  to  adopt 
Dr.  Bainy  having  made  no  attempt)  to  go  into  the  merits,  notwithstanding 
uked,  not  in  his  speech,  but  in  his  motion,  that  they  shoald  find  his  article  con- 
tained atatementa  which  were  fitted  to  throw  grave  doubts  on  the  historical  truth 
and  divine  inspiration  of  several  books  of  Scriptare.  (Applause.)  Kow,  he  ventured 
to  think  tiiat  to  accept  such  a  fiadio£^  on  the  ground  of  such  a  debate  as  they  had 
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had,  was  only  poBfiible  to  one  section ;  and  that,  he  was  certain,  wsa  not  a  veij 
large  section,  aUhough,  nndoabtedly,  it  was  a  section  which  must  be  respected  in 
the  Charch.  There  was  a  section  of  the  Church — Dr.  Begg  was  one  of  their  spokea- 
men — they  held  a  theological  position  of  which  he  desired  to  speak  with  every  respect; 
but  it  was  a  perfectly  well  marked  theological  position,  and  it  had  been  proved  by  rote 
after  vote,  in  every  case,  in  debates  on  open  questions,  not  to  be  the  poaiUon  of  the 
majority  of  that  Church.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  brethren  of  the  Highlands,  it  was  not 
denied,  held  what  they  wonld  no  doobt  call  a  more  faithful  and  truthful  view  on  a 
number  of  dogmatical  positions  than  others  did.  Without  in  the  least  denying,  but 
rather  highly  appreciating,  the  value  of  having  in  the  Church  that  theological  ele- 
ment, it  was  quite  certain  that  those  brethren  were  willing  to  treat  tUs  whole 
question  as  one  which  had  been  long  ago  settled,  and  to  hold  that  the  case  admitted 
of  no  further  argument.  He  was  perfectly  certain  the  majority  of  the  Church  were 
not  prepared  to  take  the  matter  in  that  way.  They  would  have  here  voUng  on  thii 
motion  two  sets  of  men  whose  arguments  and  position  were  as  diametrically  opposed 
to  one  another  as  the  position  of  those  who  supported  Dr.  Whyte's  motion  was  to 
that  of  Dr.  Bainy's  supporters.    (Cries  of  **  No.**)    Kay,  far  more  sow 

Dr.  Begg  offered  one  or  two  cardinal  arguments  to  show  that  this  case  lu 
settled — that  no  more  required  to  be  said  about  it ;  and  one  of  them  was  an  appeal 
to  the  words  of  our  Lord  in  citing  a  part  of  the  Mosaic  law.  Now,  they  knew  thst 
Dr.  Rainy  disavowed,  and  always  had  disavowed  that  (Laughter,  and  loud  applause.) 
Could  any  one,  he  asked,  who  followed  the  long  and  rambling  speech  of  Dr.  Bainj, 
say  there  would,  in  the  words  of  the  Principal  himself,  be  much  moral  weight  in  the 
finding  in  which  the  only  point  of  agreement  was  that  he  (Professor  Smith)  shoold 
be  removed  from  his  Chair,  while  it  did  not  indicate  one  particle  of  agreemeat 
between  Dr.  Begg  and  Dr.  Bainy  on  the  question  before  them,  which  Dr.  Bainy  said 
would  continue  to  be  before  them,  but  which  Dr.  Begg  said  must  be  cat  short  1 
(Applause.)  The  great  fault  Dr.  Rainy  found  in  him  was  that  he  had  raised  a 
question ;  and  the  Principal  proceeded  to  argne,  with  a  logic  which  he  eoald  not 
appreciate,  that,  in  order  that  the  Church  might  face  that  question  rightly,  th^ 
must  first  remove  from  the  midst  of  them  a  man  who  had  ventured  to  have  s 
decided  opinion  about  it.  This  was  Dr.  Bainy's  argument.  (Laughter.)  It  was  la 
argument  of  expediency.  He  was  not  concerned  to  deny  that  he  had  assisted  in 
raising  the  question.  The  great  ground  of  action  was  that  they  were  to  settle  that 
question  in  the  interests  of  liberty ;  but  they  could  not  have  that  liberty  until 
they  removed  the  man  who  had  already  made  up  his  mind  about  iL  That 
was  the  position  they  were  in.  It  was  a  position  which  could  never  have  emeiged 
upon  any  judicial  process.  After  some  remarks  as  to  Dr.  Bainy's  position  in  Uit 
Assembly,  the  Professor  said  they  had  had  from  Mr.  M'Tavish  a  definition  on  the 
subject  of  inspiration.  (Laughter.)  Now,  he  desired  to  put  it,  not  to  Dr.  Baiay 
alone,  but  to  all  who  voted  with  him — Did  they  not  think — ^he  knew  they  thought- 
that  such  views  and  such  utterances  as  that^  as  to  the  nature  of  SacitMl  Seriptoie, 
were  not  less  inconsistent  with  truth,  and  were  not  less  dangerous  to  faith,  than  soy- 
thing  he  (Professor  Smith)  had  stated )  (Applause.)  He  did  not  desire  to  interfere 
with  Mr.  M'Tavish's  freedom  to  hold  those  views.  (Laughter.)  He  trusted  that  he  was 
more  tolerant  than  either  he  or  Dr.  Bainy.  (Laughter.)  They  were  consdenUooely 
held,  and  were  not  inconsistent  with  the  reception  of  Uie  Scriptural  doctrine  of  their 
Church.  But  of  this  he  was  very  certain,  that  those  views  were  as  destructive  in 
their  application  to  faith  as  any  that  could  be  held  on  the  other  side,  and  that,  if 
they  were  taught  for  one  year  in  the  colleges  of  the  Church  by  all  its  professon^ 
they  should  not  have  left  in  the  colleges  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  single  student 
worth  admitting  to  the  ministry.  (Applause.)  His  position  was  the  same  as  that 
of  Mr.  M'Tavish.  (Laughter.)  He  also  rested  his  defence  on  Ills  loyal  adherence  to 
the  Standards  of  the  Church,  which  had  been  questioned  in  loose  talk  that  night, 
but  which  had  not  been  impugned  in  the  only  way  in  which  adherence  to  the 
Standards  could  be  impugned.  (Applause.)  The  difference  was  simply  this,  that 
Mr.  M'Tavish*s  were  old  views,  while  his  were  new.  And  he  asked  whether  the 
errors  of  the  past  were  safer  things  than  views  wliich  were  new,  and  which  might  be 
errors,  but  which  had  not  been  judged  upon  by  the  Church  1  (Laughter  and  eheexa) 
It  was  not  disputed  that  Mr.  M'Tavish*s  views  were  wrong,  wherever  there  wis 
theology.    It  was  disputed  that  his  (Professor  Smith's)  views  were  )rrong,  and  be 
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that  they  shonld  be  tolerated  until  the  Charch  had  come  to  a  deciaiou 
Milni.    (Applaoae.) 
pare,  he  went  on  to  say,  in  Dr.  Bainy's  motion  many  things  extremely 

■peak  to— (a  langh) — statements  extremely  difficalt  to  make  good,  and 
>  bore  strong  and  almost  personal  bitterness — (interraption) — and  he  had 
llh  a  eertain  painfal  anxiety  to  see  how  Dr.  Rainy  would  justify  those 

perwmal  expressions,  and  meet  other  difficulties  of  a  constitutional  kind. 

from  beginning  to  end  of  his  speech,  did  not  speak  to  any  one  finding  in 
.  except  this,  that  it  was  no  longer  safe  that  he  (the  Professor)  sliould  be 
^odtion  of  a  teacher.  There  were  in  the  motion  fire  findings  and  a  corol- 
Bghter.)  The  first  thing  the  Assembly  were  asked  to  find  was — 
M  constmetion  of  last  Assembly's  judgment  in  Professor  Smith's  case,  on 
lii  letter,  he  claims  that  the  right  was  conceded  to  him  to  promulgate  his 
16  manner  he  has  done,  is  nnwarrantable. 

I  perfeetly  free  to  admit  that,  if  he  had  put  such  a  construction  as  he  was 
m  put  on  the  finding,  it  was  unwarranted.  He  had  looked  with  curiosity 
m  he  did  such  a  thing,  and  he  was  now  constrained  to  ask  Dr.  Rainy  to 
ifc  to  him.  (Oh,  oh,  applause,  and  cries  of ''  Gk>  on.")  He  wished  an  answer. 
lal  RAINY  said.  Professor  Smith  was  good  enough,  early  in  the  evening, 
ilihed  to  put  a  question  to  him ;  but  he  put  it  to  the  house  whether  it 
■■■■1  for  a  gentleman  to  conceal  to  the  last  moment  the  question  he  was 
wA,  with  the  riew  as  it  were  of  springing  a  mine.  Since  Professor  Smith 
tluit  course,  he  should  take  his  own  time,  and  as  long  time  as  he  liked, 

(Groans,  hisses,  and  applause.) 
Mr  SMITH  said  that  if  there  had  been  any  springing  of  a  mine,  it  had 
(J  him.  He  told  Dr.  Rainy  he  should  ask  him  a  question  on  a  matter  of 
Dr.  Bainy  was  quite  entitled  then  to  say  he  should  like  notice  of  the 
"Oh,  oh,"  and  "hear,  hear.")  The  matter  of  fact  was  raised  by  Dr. 
0  BOW  said  that,  without  search,  he  was  not  able  to  find  the  passage  con- 

;»1  RAINT  said  he  read  it  from  the  report  in  the  Assembly  papers  where 
Smith  Mdd— 

[  wrote  the  article  on  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature,  the  Assembly  has 
lal  decision  on  the  question  whether  the  critical  views  for  which  I  was 
e  inconsistent  with  office  in  the  Free  Church.  The  Church  declines  to 
e  Tiews  matters  of  discipline,  and  leaves  the  nltimate  decision  as  to  what 
eontain  to  future  inquiry  in  the  spirit  of  patience,  humility,  and  brotherly 
This  decision  enabled  myself,  and  those  who  hold  like  views,  to  remain  at 
with  a  clear  conscience,  and  to  return  to  the  work  in  the  Church  with  fresh 

had  to  say  was,  that  in  the  connection  in  which  this  passage  was  brought 
e  eonld  regard  it  as  meaning  nothing  else  than  what  was  described  in  the 
(Applause.) 

wr  SMITH  said  he  was  not  concerned  with  what  Dr.  Rainy  was  able  to 
n  the  passage — (oh)^but  he  was  concerned  that  the  Assembly,  with  an 
Btndid  mind,  should  look  at  Dr.  Rainy's  words  and  at  his.  He  said — 
harch  declines  to  make  these  views  matters  of  discipline,  and  leaves  the 
(leciaion  as  to  what  truth  they  contain  to  future  inquiry,  in  the  spirit  of 
hnmility,  and  brotherly  charity.  This  decision  enabled  myself,  and  those 
like  views,  to  remain  at  our  posts  with  a  clear  conscience,  and  to  return 
i  the  Church  with  fresh  vigour ;  but,  having  vindicated  our  freedom  in  a 
hieh  waa  not  of  our  seeking,  we  are  now  called  to  use  our  freedom  with 
homility,  and  brotherly  charity. 

on  to  explain  in  his  letter  that,  immediately  upon  the  decision  of  the 
',  ha  liad  so  arranged  his  literary  work  that  it  might  not  come  into  contact 
Died  critical  questions.  He  maintained  he  had  now  proved  that  the  find- 
i  Dr.  Rainy  desired  to  put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Assembly  was  a  finding 
to  Uie  plain  words  of  his  letter.  (Applause.)  He  was  not  aware  that  it 
challenged  that  he  was  sent  back  to  his  work  without  being  asked  to  retract 
.  He  was  sent  back  also  with  a  strong  expression  of  the  Church's  mind 
»  Ti«wi  of  his  had  been  put  forward  in  a  manner  which  the  Charch  did  not 
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approye.  He  stated  then  that  he  accepted  the  admonition  of  the  Asaemblj  vilh  all 
respect.  He  did  not  like  to  allade  to  personal  matters ;  bnt  it  was  known  to  many 
of  his  friends  that,  at  the  time  when  the  decision  was  come  to,  he  had  before  him 
several  avenues  of  useful  work,  one,  at  least,  of  work  similar  to  thai  he  had  is 
the  Free  Church;  and  under  these  circumstances,  could  he  have  gone  back  to  the 
Church's  work  unless  he  had  felt  that  that  was  work  he  still  desired  to  do,  and  that 
he  still  hoped  to  live  in  unity  with  his  brethren  1  (Applanse.)  He  accepted  the 
admonition  of  the  Church,  feeling  as  an  honest  man  that  he  cooid  go  back,  still 
holding  his  own  views,  and  that,  as  a  scholarly  man,  he  eonld  find  naefal  work  to 
exercise  his  mind  without  irritating  the  feelings  of  the  Church  at  present.  He  did 
not  think  that  he,  or  any  one  else  in  the  Church,  was  pledged  that  there  should  be 
no  more  allusions  to  critical  questions.  And  yet  it  was  said  that  he  claimed  the 
right  to  speak  in  the  manner  he  had  done.  Undoubtedly  what  Dr.  Bainy  had  said 
— what  was  given  him  to  say,  for  he  himself  did  not  know  the  passage — (Oh,  ohy~ 

and  could  only  find  it  in  the  report  after  it  had  been  pointed  out  to  him (Hisses, 

and  oh,  oh.) 

Principal  RAINY  said  he  knew  the  passage  perfectly  well,  but  he  had  to  tnin  it 
up.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Professor  ROBERTSON  S^ITH  said  he  accepted  the  sUtement  eordiallr. 
(Cries  of  "  Shame,"  and  hissing.)  Well,  Dr.  Rainy  had  that  passage  before  him ;  be 
looked  at  it  with  that  care  aud  earnestness  with  which  one  professor  looked  at  a 
passage  when  he  was  to  bring  it  as  a  serioos  moral  charge  ag^^t  a  brother  pro* 
feasor,  and  he  was  unable  to  see  its  plain  grammatical  meaning,  and  put  upon  it 
another  meaning — that  he  (Professor  Smith)  had  stated  that  the  finding  of  the 
Assembly  justified  him  in  writing  the  article  *' Hebrew  Language  and  Literature " 
in  the  manner  he  had  done.  He  (Professor  Smith)  said,  from  the  depths  of  his  own 
conviction,  that  he  never  said  or  thought  it  would  have  been  right  in  him  to  write 
the  article  "  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature  '*  after  the  finding  of  the  last  Assem- 
bly. He  did  not  think  it  would  be  right  to  write  such  an  article  now.  Not  because 
he  thought  there  was  anything  wrong  or  heretical  in  it ;  but  because  he  did  not  tliiiik 
it  would  be  a  right  and  charitable  thing- to  i^rite  anch  an  article  as  that  after  the 
solemn  circumstances  through  which  they  had  pasaed.  It  had  been  preased  again 
and  again  that  the  article  was  published  after  the  Assembly  by  him.  Bat  he  did 
not  think  the  circumstances  could  be  understood,  or  that  would  not  be  said.  As  t 
matter  of  fact,  the* copyright  was  sold;  the  article  was  printed;  the  copies  of  tbe 
"Encyclopaedia"  being  reckoned  by  tens  of  thousands — the  greater  part  were 
bound ;  and  the  only  reason  why  it  was  not  published  was  that,  as  in  the  ease  of  the 
Revised  Testament,  there  never  was  any  sale  effected  until  the  whole  edition  ni 
ready.  Therefore  the  article  was  in  no^ense  published  by  him  after  the  Assembly; 
the  thing  was  completely  and  entirely  out  of  his  hands  long  before  the  Asaemblj. 

He  had  been  told  that  the  writing  of  the  letter  made  the  matter  worse.  Well, 
Dr.  Begg,  in  his  reasons  of  diasent,  held  that  the  views  in  question  had  been  tol^ 
rated,  and  was  he  (Professor  Smith)  entitled  to  do  less  ?  (Applause.)  If  ever  then 
was  a  document  to  which  he  set  pen  in  hia  life  charged  with  a  desire  for  peace  it 
was  that  letter  to  Dr.  Spence.  He  was  certain,  if  members  of  Assembly  woold  retd 
it,  not  merely  as  it  was  partially  quoted  in  the  report  of  the  Commisaion,  they  woold 
not  support  this  extraordinary  finding.  Dr.  Rajny  had  gone  back  and  said  it  vas 
very  injudicious,  and  not  a  proper  thing,  for  him  to  write  that  article  when  he  wis 
under  libel.  That  was  a  very  different  question.  He  believed  he  was  right  in  some 
aspects  of  the  case  and  wrong  in  others.  Dr.  Rainy's  line  of  argument  waa,  that  the 
whole  business  of  the  Church,  all  through,  was  to  try  to  come  to  an  understanding 
between  the  Church  and  him.  Now  he  submitted  that  that  was  an  entirely  new  ides 
to  connect  with  the  use  of  a  libel.  So  far  as  he  understood  a  libel,  it  waa  not  to 
try  to  get  to  an  understanding,  but  to  see  which  of  two  parties  was  in  the  right  ob 
a  disputed  point  Dr.  Rainy  assumed  that  the  whole  libel  was  an  instrument  of  some 
kindly  and  benevolent  sort,  the  object  of  which  was  to  bring  them  to  an  under' 
standing ;  and  that  might  perhapa  account  for  aome  of  the  extraordinaiy  tbiogs 
that  were,  put  into  it  and  then  withdrawn.  He  ventured  to  think  that  all  the  libel 
meant  was  to  try  his  legal  rights.  Manifestly,  being  nnder  libel  did  not,  and  could 
not,  withdraw  from  him  any  part  of  his  legal  righta;  and  there  could  be  no  pretence 
that,  by  publishing  this  or  any  other  article,  while  he  was  nnder  libel,  he  was  doing 
anything  contrary  to  hia  legal  position.    The  offence  was  treated  by  Dr.  Rain;  is 
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om  of  eontamacj ;  but  the  contamacy  was  a  known  legal  offence.  It 
lienea  to  some  court;  bat  the  libel  contained  no  order  on  him  not  to 
lad  been  affirmed  that  part  of  the  libel  had  been  found  relevant.  But 
part  of  the  libel  had  been  dismissed;  that  was,  a  judgment  had  been 
m  faronr.  (Cries  of  "  No.")  Gentlemen  who  wertf  capable  of  denying 
not  capable   of  arguing  or  of  voting  upon  such  a  question.    (Loud 

te  poblished  his  article,  he  was  still  contending  that  the  libel  had  not 
L  He  must  confess  that  he  did  a  thing  which  he  would  not  willingly 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  did  not  say  it  was  a  judicious  thing  ;  but  it  was  within 
(lita.  If  he  had  then  had  before  him  all  that  emerged  later,  as  to  the 
e  Charch  on  this  case,  all  that  had  since  touched  him  and  brought  him 
I  than  he  felt  before  how  glad  and  how  privileged  he  would  be  to  continue 
:  of  the  Church,  he  should  have  hesitated  to  do  anything  to  bring  about 
d  strife  and  contention.  But  it  could  not  be  said  that,  at  that  moment, 
raa  BO  clear  to  him.  The  thing  also  was  partly  forced  on  him«  In  the 
he  was  asked  to  contribute  an  article  on  a  purely  philological  point — 
gnage.  There  were  eight  pages  in  the  article,  of  which  six  were  purely 
— a  sort  of  prolegomena  to  the  Hebrew  grammar.  Then  the  editor  of 
dopaedia  "  suggested  to  him  that  in  such  prolegomena  there  ought  to  be 
Iin6  of  the  epochs  of  the  literature,  since  it  was  connected  with  the 
He  did  not  feel  that  that  waa  an  unreasonable  thing  to  do.  But  he 
aiy  if  he  had  known  the  heart  of  the  Assembly  and  the  Charch  then  as 
lie  should  not,  under  a  sort  of  feeling  that  he  had  engaged  in  a  literary 
have  done  what  had  caused  pain  to  many  whom  he  esteemed  and 
a  had  gone  on  writing  on  critical  questions  all  through  the  time  of  the 
le  one  of  his  contentions  waa  that  it  was  not  desirable  that  ministers  and 
«  of  the  Church  shoald  be  held  back  from  taking  part  in  scientific 
Jiai  kind  in  a  work  of  the  highest  respectability  and  credit.  He  went 
and  hoping  that  the  decision  would  be  given  in  his  favour.  But  he 
'ed  one  word  of  warning  from  Dr.  Rainy,  or  any  one  else,  as  to  any  of  his 
tides  and  critical  conclusions.  If  the  Principal  had  done  so,  the  fault 
been  prevented,  or  at  least  Dr.Bainy's  conscience  would  have  been  free. 

ot^  he  proceeded,  probable  that  anything  he  could  say  would  move  such 
,  especially  after  the  way  in  which  Dr.  Rainy  had  received  his  last 
,  to  prevent  the  threatened  result.  But  what  was  dear  to  him  now  was 
«ld  not  part  from  his  brethren  in  this  Free  Church,  if  part  from  them 
ho  most,  without  doing  all  that  was  possible  for  him,  by  frank  and 
>lanation,  to  remove  trouble.  It  was  impossible  to  close  without  one 
leas  his  feeling  that  they  were  in  the  midst  of  a  crisis.  They  had  come 
itional  crisis.  These  was,  as  had  been  made  plain,  a  possibility  that  the 
taking  a  strong  step,  might  compromise  itself  before  the  State.  When 
Bpromise,'*  he  desired  not  to  be  misunderstood.  It  had  been  clearly 
^.  Begg  and  others  that  whatever  was  done  would  be  done  in  such  a  way 
ate  would  not  find  any  ground  to  interfere.  But  it  appeared  that  it 
OBsible  for  some  outside  tribunal,  such  as  a  registration  of  electors,  if  a 
lion  was  given  as  to  the  tenure  of  office  of  professors  and  ministers,  to  affix 
nmelious  sting  to  the  manner  in  which  justice  hud  been  administered  by 
ee  in  a  brusque  manner — By  your  own  decisions,  it  is  nonsense  to  adhere 
ecclesiastical  tenure  of  ad  vUam  ;  we  will  not  acknowledge  it  even  to  the 
ring  you  ministers  a  vote.  (Applause.)  When  the  Church  came  into 
I  the  State  in  a  matter  of  that  sort,  it  would  be  like  receiving  an  insult 
tate  which  they  would  have  themselves  to  thank  for;  and  that  was 
shich  ministers  should  hesitate  to  adopt.  (Applause.)  But  the  crisis 
per  than  that.  They  were  now  coming  on  the  verge  of  an  eutirely  new 
le  nature  of  the  Church.  One  argument  of  Principal  Rainy  was  that 
power  in  reserve  in  the  Church  above  its  ordinary  constitution  and 
r.  It  seemed  that  this  Church  was  claiming,  not  a  spiritual  power  over 
vn,  bat  a  certain  civil  power  which  was  not  given  to  her  by  Act  of 
or  by  her  Seriptoral  constitntion.    (A  voice, "  No.")    He  held  it  was  so ; 

I 
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for  Dr.  R&iny's  contention  that  the  Tiaitorial  power  they  had  was  ft  power  meant,  if 
his  argament  meant  anything,  that  this  Church  assumed  to  Itielf  ft  eiTil  power. 
They  had  now  a  theory  of  the  power  of  the  Church  regulated  by  no  law»  and  appeal- 
ing to  no  Scriptural  arguments,  for  there  was  not  one  Scriptural  argument  in  Dr. 
Rainy's  speech,  not  one  that  did  not  come  from  the  region  of  the  commoneit 
expediency — no  argument  but  the  argument  by  which  despotism  had  always  been 
supported,  the  argument  that  there  must  be  a  power  to  prevent  the  State  from  suffer* 
ing  any  ill.  There  was  a  Power  to  preserre  the  Church  from  any  ill.  There  wu  t 
Power  watching  over  it  now  in  this  criBis,  and  which  he  and  all  of  them  hoped  sad 
prayed  would  not  desert  the  Church,  even  if  on  this  occasion  she  might  be  led 
wrong.  But  the  Power  which  watched  over  the  Church  was  not  a  power  arbitrarily 
asserted  by  some  body  of  men  without  constitution,  and  on  grounds  of  mere 
expediency,  on  grounds  of  temporary  opinion.  The  Power  that  was  watching  OTcr 
the  Church  was  that  Power  which  enabled  them  to  be  patient,  temperate,  sad 
trustful,  to  exercise  charity  and  faith  towards  one  another — it  was  the  power  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  power  of  His  Spirit  ruling  in  their  hearts. 

Principal  RAINY,  in  reply,  said— In  replying  in  a  few  words  on  this  debate, 
I  haye  a  difficulty,  one  which  is  not  created  by  the  yery  able  and  acute  apeeeh  ef 
Professor  Smith,  if  that  imposes  any  difficulty  such  as  Professor  Smith  oertaialy 
aeems  to  feel  he  has  put  me  in — ^the  difficulty  I  feel.  Moderator,  ia  the  poaition  in 
which  I  am  placed  with  reference  to  Profeasor  Smith,  with  reference  to  the  posiUoa 
in  which  he  stands.  I  considered  my  duty  must  be  to  debate  nothing  with  Professor 
Smith,  and  to  leave  his  statement,  whatever  it  might  be,  to  make  its  bold  and  foil 
impression  on  the  minds  of  the  Assembly.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  would  ftppear  to  me 
more  seemly  that  I  ahould  do  that,  and  that  I  should  confine  myself,  if  I  spoke  at 
ftU,  to  debating  with  the  house  itself,  and  not  enter  into  ft  sort  of  fencing  mateh 
between  Professor  Smith  and  myself.  (Applause.)  But,  Moderator,  I  do  not  meaa 
€0  say  tiiat  in  the  least  degree  Profeasor  Smith  has  not  ft  perfect  right  and  an  entire 
right  to  attack  all  arguments  which  he  has  so  ably  put  before  yon  in  ft  way  that 
seems  most  agreeable  to  him  to  show  up  the  weakness,  as  it  appeara  to  him,  of  osi 
case.  But  I  think  yon  will  understand  the  difficulty  I  feel  is  for  me  a  real  one; 
But  as  the  case  stands,  I  confine  myself  to  these  remarks.  It  was  complained  that 
my  speech  did  not  cover  my  motion.  Now,  Moderator,  in  regard  to  that  I  liave  just 
to  say  that  I  endeavoured,  aa  I  understood  myself  to  do,  to  put  before  the  hooie 
that  this  motion,  this  executive  or  administrative  motion,  proceeds  on  grooodi 
which,  together  taken,  make  a  case  which  calla  for  that  kind  of  action  which  is  pn>> 
posed  in  this  motion  to  the  house,  and  I  thought  I  had  touched  the  seriona  elemeati 
in  the  case  in  the  progress  of  my  speech,  and  tried  to  ahow  where  they  came  is 
in  the  history  of  the  affair.  With  that  remark  I  leave  that  part  of  the  qneation  ia 
your  hands.  What  I  have  to  say  is  this  as  to  not  going  into  details.  One  point  of 
view  is  this,  that  there  is  becoming  notorious  in  the  prog^^esa  of  ^re  yean  a  state  of 
affairs  summed  up  in  the  various  heads  of  this  motion,  for  the  eauae  of  which  I 
appeal  to  your  knowledge  or  recollection.  I  had  constructed  my  apeeeh  on  that 
ground,  and  unless  you  feel  sure  that  the  case  is  so — if  Professor  Smith  haa  soceeeded 
in  shaking  your  belief  that  the  case  is  really  so— if  yon  have  no  good  gronnds  for 
taking  up  these  successive  points  as  points  which  the  progress  of  yonr  experieaee 
has  made  known  to  yon  as  true  in  this  case,  then  I  say  do  not  vote  for  my  motioa. 
(Applause.)  Now,  in  the  connection  I  wish  also  to  say  that  a  good  deal  waa  made 
in  regard  to  the  two  parties  that  combined.  Moderator,  that  is  a  matter  on  whick 
Professor  Smith  was  quite  entitled  to  comment  aa  he  did,  but  I  wiah  to  aaj  that 
while  the  two  partiea  agreed  on  the  successive  heada  of  this  motion,  the  motioa 
carefully  abetaina  from  charging  in  any  part  of  it  anything  which  has  any  basis  to 
secure  or  sanction  ground  for  libel.  In  regard  to  the  illnstrationa  taken  from  tke 
course  of  the  debate  as  to  the  radical  opposition  of  thoae  who  are  eoneened  ia 
aupport  of  this  motion,  I  acknowledge  that  there  are  diversities  of  judgment  on 
various  points  among  us.  It  is  very  notorious  and  well  known,  it  ia  quite  tne,  I 
believe,  that  there  are  various  critical  views  which  are  regarded  with  apprehenaioa 
by  some  of  those  who  vote  for  this  motion  which  are  not  regarded  with  apprehensioa 
by  others. 

In  regard  to  this  matter  I  might  say  a  great  deal,  but  really  I  moat  apare  the 
time  of  the  house.    I  wish,  however,  to  say  this  in  regard  to  this  critical  qneaUea. 


TUESDAY,  VAT  24,  1881.  131 

I  wish  to  nj  with  reference  to  what  was  said  in  the  early  part  of  the  day  in  regard 
to  critical  method,  there  if,  in  my  opinion,  a  soand  critical  method,  bat  in  the 
appreciation  of  that  method  there  comes  the  question  as  to  the  kind  of  evidence  to 
be  taken  and  the  comparatiye  weight  yon  are  to  giro  it  as  a  believer  as  well  as 
a  critic.  (Applause.)  A  great  deal  was  said  to-day  about  settliog  this  critical 
qoeitioD — ^tbat  we  should  go  into  a  committee  to  settle  these  qnestions.  Moderator, 
}oa  will  ncTor  settle  them  to  the  end  of  time,  and  yon  cannot  settle  them,  and  no 
committee  yon  can  appoint  can  settle  them,  and  no  principle  yon  arrive  at  will 
settle  them.  (Applause.)  The  settlements  now  in  the  case  must  be  provisional, 
they  cannot  be  in  their  end.  And  all  we  are  saying  is  that  the  Church  must  be 
called  upon  to  move,  because  I  grant  that  as  the  Church  has  learned  in  regard  to 
critical  questions  in  the  time  past,  so  must  it  learn  in  time  to  come.  (Applanse.) 
She  will  move  aa  she  sees  her  way,  but  I  do  not  say  she  should  be  dragged  headlong. 
It  is  esiential  she  should  only  proceed  as  she  sees  her  way  clear.  As  to  the  question 
of  dirision  between  ns,  I  will  illustrate  that  by  one  point.  Reference  was  made  as 
to  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  M'Tavish  about  style — that  the  style  was  Qod's  style 
— ^and  I  remember  how  well  it  was  pot  as  to  the  impossibility  of  dealing  with  these 
matters  at  all  on  these  terms.  I  believe,  and  we  all  believe,  that  there  are  various 
atylcs  in  Seriptore,  and  those  differences  are  to  be  accounted  for  as  arising  from  the 
different  human  styles  which  Qod  was  pleased  to  employ.  What  Mr.  M'Tavish 
meant  to  say  was,  that  God  was  pleased  to  use  men  in  their  different  circumstances,  and 
so  their  styles  became,  in  a  certain  reverend  sense,  Qod's  style,  and  I  do  not  think  he 
la  very  far  wrong.  I  must  not  enter  into  the  debate,  but  there  was  a  repeated  moral 
charge  made  by  Professor  Smith  which  took  notice  of  my  obstinacy  and  doggedness 
in  not  consenting  to  his  objection  to  the  clauses  in  the  motion,  particularly  in  regard 
to  the  first  finding,  which  states  that  the  construction  of  last  Assembly's  judgment 
Id  Professor  Smith's  case,  on  which,  in  his  letter,  he  claims  that  the  right  was  con- 
ceded to  him  to  promulgate  his  views  in  the  manner  he  has  done,  is  unwarrantable. 
Professor  Smith,  in  that  letter,  naturally  made  us  to  understand  that  he  had  done 
it,  but  after  hia  explanation  of  the  letter,  I  think  he  is  quite  entitled  to  call  upon  us 
to  take  out  these  words  "  in  the  manner  he  has  done,'*  and  then  it  would  be  left  for 
erery  one  to  judge  how  far  in  the  circumstances  the  claim  he  did  make  really  bore. 

Proleasor  CANDLISH — ^The  alteration  he  proposes  to  make  is  one  that  alters 
the  whole  character  of  the  motion. 

Sir  HENEY  MONCBBIFF— Dr.  Bainy  asks  the  leave  of  the  house  to  leave  out 
certain  words  in  his  motion.  He  does  not  propose  to  add  anything,  and  the  question 
ia,  will  the  honse  give  him  leave  t    {*'  No,  no.") 

Dr.  BAINT — If  this  point  were  seriously  meant  it  shonld  have  been  taken  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  debate. 

Professor  CANDLISH — I  raised  this  point  at  a  much  earlier  period.   (Applause.) 

Dr.  RAIlf  T — I  happened  to  be  out  of  the  house  when  Professor  Candlish  spoke 
— (hear,  hear)  and  certainly  his  words  were  not  reported  to  me.  I  entirely  gi-ant 
the  right  of  Professor  Smith  to  tell  ns  what,  in  point  of  fact,  he  meant  in  that  letter. 
I  sccept  cordially  his  statement,  and  I  think  that  in  doing  so  I  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  take  out  of  my  motion  what  he  specifically  objected  to  in  it^   (Cries  of "  Ko,  no.") 

Professor  SMITH  thought  Dr.  Bainy  had  a  perfect  right  to  withdraw  the  words, 
bat  in  that  ease  he  also  had  a  perfect  right  to  say  that  all  the  consecutive  and  cumu- 
lative force  of  the  argument  that  rested  on  that  point — and  it  was  not  a  light  one — 
fell  with  them.     (Cheers.) 

Dr.  EAIKT — I  wish  to  say  on  that  matter  that  I  based  no  part  of  my  argument 
on  then.  ("  Ob,  oh.")  I  did  base  my  argument  on  the  impropriety  of  Professor 
Smith's  having  written  in  the  manner  he  had  done,  but  I  did  not  base  that  upon 
the  clause  in  the  motion  that  is  now  referred  to.  I  purposely  abstained  from 
tooehing  it,  and  I  will  tell  you  why.  I  have  no  very  special  responsibility  for 
that  daoae  in  the  motion  at  all.  I  agree  with  that  portion  of  the  motion, 
bat  when  the  motion  waa  constructed  I  said,  **  I  regard  tliat  as  unimportant  I,  for 
my  part,  think  it  better  to  make  your  motion  short — (laughter) — and  if  I  were  you 
I  would  leave  it  oaU"  Other  gentlemen  attached  importance  to  it,  and  said,  <*  If 
there  is  no  objection  we  should  like  to  put  it  in,"  and  accordlugly  I  put  it  in.  There- 
fore I  left  it  to  others,  and  did  not  vindicate  that  clause.  I  now  wish  to  say  one 
word  in  reference  to  the  general  course  of  the  debate,  and  the  altematiyea  before 
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yon.  I  hare  already  taid  that  this  matter  should  not  be  settled,  as  is  really  proposed 
on  the  other  side,  by  simply  passing  a  eonciliatory  resolation  fitted  to  prodace  a 
conciliatory  effect  on  the  mindslof  all  of  you.  That  is  really  the  feeling,  for,  althongh 
yon  sent  this  to  a  committee  which  has  power  to  libel,  the  truth  is,  no  doubt,  thst 
they  did  not  wish  to  have  a  libel.  Although  you  obtained  a  libel,  I  have  alresdj 
■aid,  and  I  ask  you.  Do  you  suppose  that  this  committee  can  tackle  and  inyesiigate 
the  question,  and  bring  about  a  settlement  of  it  1  Does  any  one  in  common  sense 
expect  ill  (Hear,  hear.)  There  is  one  object  to  be  kept  in  view  in  this  natter  of 
a  libel,  and  tliat  is  the  expectancy  of  gaining  time  for  consideration.  We  htTe 
something  to  learn,  we  who  support  this  motion,  and  you  have  something  to  lean 
on  the  other  side.  I  tried  to  express  to-day  on  both  sides  of  the  bouse  my  strong 
sense  of  the  claims  each  had  on  the  very  deep  Christian  respect  and  regard  on  the 
other,  and  there  is  much  to  say  and  hope  if  we  could  gain  time  that  we  might  come 
to  an  understanding.  But,  Moderator,  the  libel  is  just  the  means  of  bringing  yoo 
rapidly  to  a  conclusion  that  may  be  decisive  for  many  of  us  at  the  next  ease.  1  feel, 
Moderator,  it  is  useless  to  prolong  the  matter,  and  I  will  thus  abruptly  break  off. 
I  leave  the  whole  question  to  the  house  with  a  very  deep  sense  of  responsibility.  I 
will  only  say,  if  you  will  allow  me,  that  I  wish,  with  all  my  heart,  that  it  was  Pro* 
fessor  Smith  putiing  me  out  of  my  cliair  rather  than  that  I  should  be  putting  him 
out  of  his.     (Loud  applause.) 

The  house  was  then  cleared  at  half-past  eleven  for  a  division.  Tellers  wen 
appointed,  and  the  members  in  the  galleries  came  into  the  body  of  the  halt  Wbeo 
all  were  on  their  feet,  the  voice  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith,  from  the  passage  oa 
the  left  of  the  Moderator,  was  heard  calling  to  order.  He  wished,  he  said,  to  aik 
the  Moderator  if  Dr.  Rainy's  motion  was  to  be  voted  on  as  printed,  or  with  the 
words  left  out  1    (Cries  of  "  Order,"  "  Chair,"  and  "  Seats.") 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said  the  words  were  left  outw    (No,  no.) 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH— If  Dr.  Bainy's  moUon  had  the  words  left  est, 
it  must  be  read. 

Mr.  MELVILLE,  Glasgow,  said  the  house  did  not  give  leave  to  withdraw  thoid 
words.  It  was  not  fair  to  the  house,  at  this  time,  to  do  so,  after  the  Bignifieaat 
explanation  Dr.  Bainy  had  given.     (Applause  and  interruption.) 

A  Yoice — We  have  departed  from  that  entirely.     (Loud  cries  of  "  No,  no.*) 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH,  who  had  now  made  his  way  to  the  Uble,  said 
he  did  not  know  the  motion.  He  wished  the  Moderator's  opinion  on  the  point  of 
order,  and  not  that  of  an  officer  of  the  house.  (Applause.)  Objection  was  taken 
by  him  to  certain  words  of  the  finding  proposed  by  Dr.  Rainy,  and  he  pointed  oil 
that,  if  the  house  committed  itself  to  that  finding,  it  would  be  committing  itself  to 
what  was  Inconsistent  with  fact.  Dr.  Rainy  thereupon  offered  to  withdraw  that 
portion  of  his  finding,  but  the  house  had  not  given  leave  one  way  or  another. 

The  MODERATOR  said  the  whole  quesUon  was— Did  the  house  agree  to  the 
words  proposed  to  be  left  out  being  left  onti  ("  No,  no,'' and  ''Yes,  yes.'^  He 
should  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  motion,  with  the  words  left  out,  and  then  be 
should  put  it  to  the  house  whether  they  agreed  to  the  motion  or  not. 

The  DEFUTECLERE  (Mr.  Simpson)  then  read  Dr.  Rainy's  motion,  with  the 
words  **  In  the  manner  he  has  done  "  left  out^ 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH  said  the  omission  of  these  worda  evaded,  hot 
did  not  meet  his  objection.  Unless  Dr.  Rainy  removed  the  whole  clause,  he  should 
not  see  that  he  could  fairly  expect  the  house  to  allow  him  simply  to  remove  two  or  three 
words  to  make  more  colourable  an  assertion  which,  on  the  face  of  the  argument,  wu 
inaccurate.     (Oh,  oh,  and  uproar.) 

Professor  M'KENDRICK,  getting  upon  a  bench,  suggested  that  the  whole  daase 
be  left  out 

Principal  RAINY,  who  was  greeted  with  cries  of  '*  Keep  to  it,"  said  the  motioB 
waa  his,  and  he  was  not  going  to  leave  out  the  first  clause.  (Oh,  oh.)  He  regarded 
the  statement,  which  he  adopted  from  the  report  of  the  College  Committee,  u 
properly  running  along:  with  the  rest  of  the  motion.  The  words  he  proposed  to 
leave  out  simply  modified  the  clause,  which  was  still  valuable  and  ought  to  exi&u 
(Continued  interruption.) 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH  proposed  that  the  house  ahould  divide  upon 
the  point.     (Applause.) 
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The  MODERATOR  said  that  when  the  moyer  of  a  motion  asked  leave  to 
laend  it,  it  was  nsnal  on  both  sides  to  grant  this  as  a  matter  of  form.  But,  at 
tb  nme  time,  they  had  better  take  a  division  to  save  further  controversy.  (Hear, 
letr.) 

Ptofetsor  ROBERTSON  SMITH  said  that,  in  deference  to  the  advice  from  the 
dttir  be  at  once  withdrew  his  proposal. 

Tile  division  was  then  proceeded  with. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  intimated  the  result  as  follows  :— 

For  Dr.  Rainy 's  motion 423 

For  Dr.  Whjte's 245 

ICi^oritjr  for  Dr.  Rainj*s     •        •        •        •        •        •        178 

Tke  Resolution  of  the  Assembly  was  as  follows : — 

"  Wherefore  the  General  Assembly  having  had  their  attention  called  by  the  Jndg- 
Bcntof  th«  Commission  in  October,  and  by  overtures  from  Presbyteries,  to  certain 
vritinp  of  Profeasor  Smith,  and  in  particular  to  an  article, '  Hebrew  Language  and 
hi/uiatt,'  in  the  '  Encydopadia  BrUtanica  ;  * 

"And  considering  that  said  article  was  prepared  for  publication  by  Professor 
Ssiitk  after  he  had  accepted  service  of  libel  on  account  of  previous  statements  made 
bj  him  en  cognate  matters ; — 

"And  considering  that  said  article  was  not  before  last  Assembly  when  they  pro- 
BOBseed  judgment  on  said  libel,  because  it  did  not  appear  until  after  the  Assembly 
kad  risen,  and  the  Professor,  in  accepting  admonition  as  to  the  unguarded  and 
iacomplete  character  of  previous  utterances,  gave  no  indication  of  its  being  in 
oiftenee; — 

"And  having  in  view  also  a  letter  from  Professor  Smith  to  the  Free  Presbytery 
if  Aberdeen,  in  which  he  explains  and  defends  his  conduct  in  relation  to  that 
iitider-Find, 

"1.  Thai  the  construction  of  last  Assembly's  judgment  in  Professor  Smith's  case, 
Mvbidi,  in  his  letter,  he  clums  that  the  right  was  conceded  to  him  to  promulgate 
)k  views,  is  nnwarrantable ;  the  Assembly  therefore  repudiate  that  construction, 
lad  adopt  the  statement  on  this  subject  contained  in  the  Report  submitted  to  the 
CMHiasion  in  October. 

"1  That  the  article '  Hebrew  Language  and  Literature '  is  fitted  to  give  at  least 
■  gnat  offence,  and  cause  as  serious  anxiety,  as  that  for  which  he  was  formerly 
dealt  with. 

"S.  That  it  contains  statements  which  are  fitted  to  throw  grave  doubt  on  the 
UUorical  truth,  and  divine  inspiration,  of  several  books  of  Scripture. 

"4.  That  both  the  tone  of  the  article  in  itself,  and  the  fact  that  such  an  article 
vai  prepared  and  published  in  the  circumstances,  and  after  all  the  previous  pro- 
^eedingi  in  his  case,  evince,  on  the  part  of  Professor  Smith,  a  singular  insensibility 
to  ilia  responsibilities  as  a  Theological  Professor,  and  a  singular  and  culpable  lack  of 
ijapsthy  with  the  reasonable  anxieties  of  the  Church,  as  to  the  bearing  of  critical 
^eealatlona  on  the  integrity  and  authority  of  Scripture. 

"fi.  That  all  this  has  deepened  the  conviction  already  entertained  by  a  large 
mtiflii  of  the  Church,  that  Professor  Smith,  whatever  his  gifts  and  attainments, 
vUeb  the  Assembly  have  no  disposition  to  undervalue,  ought  no  longer  to  be  en- 
tnrted  with  the  training  of  students  for  the  ministry. 

"Therefore  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  having  the  responsible  doty  to  discharge  of 
iVQieeing  the  teaching  in  the  Divinity  Halls,  while  they  are  sensible  of  the  import- 
laci  of  guarding  the  due  liberty  of  Professors,  and  encouraging  learned  and  candid 
(Hetreh,  ieel  themselves  constrained  to  declare  that  they  no  longer  consider  it  safe 
n  advantageoua  for  the  Church  that  Professor  Smith  should  continue  to  teach  in 
«•  of  her  Colleges. 

"The  Assembly  resolve  to  resume  this  matter  on  Thursday  forenoon,  with  the 
liiv  of  giving  effect  to  this  judgment,  and  with  the  view  of  finally  disposing  of  the 
itauining  elements  of  the  case.** 

From  which  judgment  Professor  Candlish  dissented  in  his  own  name,  and  in 
(be  osme  of  all  who  may  adhere  to  him,  for  the  following  Reasons : — 
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**  Becanse  the  judgment  is  founded  on  a  mls-BUtement  as  to  a  matter  of  fael— 
y\%.,  that  Professor  Smith,  in  his  letter  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  elaima  thit 
the  right  was  conceded  to  him  by  last  Assembly's  judgment  to  promalgale  his 
TiewB. 

"  Because  vague  statements  as  to  the  tendency  and  tone  of  the  writings  of  a 
minister  of  this  Church  cannot  be  the  basis  of  definite  ecclesiastical  action,  aod, 
while  injurious  to  him,  can  efifect  no  real  benefit  to  the  Church. 

"  Because  the  matters  based  on  in  the  finding,  as  causes  of  offence  on  Profeoor 
Smith's  part,  were  all  antecedent  to  the  admonition  addressed  to  him  by  lut 
Assembly,  and  there  is  no  recogQition  of  the  necessity,  in  justice  to  that  Assembly, 
of  allowing  opportunity  for  the  proper  influence'  of  its  admonition  to  Profesior 
Smith. 

"Because  the  declaration,  that  it  is  no  longer  safe  or  adyantageous  for  Die 
Church  that  Professor  Smith  shoald  continue  to  teach  in  one  of  her  colleges,  eia 
only  express  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this  Assembly ;  and  the  Assembly  is  not 
ftuthbrised,  in  this  matter,  to  speak  in  the  name  of  the  Church. 

"  Because  the  declaration  must  either  be  entirely  inept,  or  must  lead  to  tbeoam- 
mary  remoyal  of  Professor  Smith  from  bis  chair,  an  act  which  would  be  ft  violation 
of  the  Scriptural  principles  of  Church  discipline,  and  the  form  of  process  hitherto 
observed  in  this  Church. 

**  Because  the  finding  is  based  upon  a  regard  to  what  seems  expedient  for  the 
present,  and  contributes  nothing  to  the  settlement  of  those  vital  questions  regarding 
the  truth  of  Scripture,  which  are  of  lasting  importance  to  the  pure  and  spiiitosl 
welfare  of  the  Church. 

"Becanse  the  finding  gives  an  erroneous  interpretation  of  last  Assembly's 
judgment." — James  S.  Candlish,  Alexander  Whyte,  A.  Orrock  Johnston,  John  0. 
M'Kendrick,  William  Fergason,  Francis  Edmonds,  Archibald  Henderson,  Benjsmin 
Bell,  elder;  A.  H.  Cowan,  Gilbert  Beith,  W.  Q.  Blackie,  Benjamin  Bell,  minister; 
VTalter  Duncan,  John  W.  Laurie,  James  Ciug^ton,  John  M.  M'Candlish,  Thomas 
Ogilvie,  John  G.  Stewart,  George  W.  Clark,  Charles  H'Neil,  James  Fraser,  Williaia 
H.  Falconer,  James  H.  Allan,  David  J.  Brackeuridge. 

The  Assembly  appoint  the  following  Committee  to  answer  the  above  Bessoni 
of  Dissent — viz.,  Dr.  Rainy,  Dr.  Wilson,  Dr.  Adam,  Dr.  Elder,  Sir  Henry  Moncruff, 
If  r.  John  Muir,  Mr.  James  Sime,  and  Mr.  David  Maelagan. 

The  Assembly  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  next  morning,  at  ten  o'do^; 
whereof  public  intimation  having  been  giveui  this  sederunt  was  cloaed  with  prayer. 


WEDNESDAY,  MAY  25. 

The  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  to-day  at  eleven  o'clock,  after  an  hour's 
pri?ate  conference  on  religion  and  morals—  Bev.  Dr.  Laughton,  Greenock,  Moderator. 

THE  XIHUTBS  ON  THB  SMITH  0A8K. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  previous  day's  sederunt  had  been  read.  Professor 
CANDLISH  said  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  that  part  of 
them  which  stated  that  "several  members  having  addressed  the  Assembly,  Professor 
Smith,  being  a  member  of  the  house,  drew  attention  to  one  clause  of  the  first  finding 
In  Dr.  Rainy's  motijon,  which,  he  said,  contained  an  assertion  of  a  fact  he  did  not 
admit,  and  which  thereafter  Dr.  Rainy  obtained  the  leave  of  the  house  to  omiL**  Ho 
(Dr.  Candlish)  thought  this  was  a  very  unusual  thing  that  reference  should  be  made 
by  name  to  a  particular  member  of  Assembly  taking  part  in  a  debate,  and  he 
further  thought  this  was  not  a  correct  statement  of  what  Professor  Smith  said  in 
regard  to  the  clause  of  the  motion.  It  was  not  merely  that  it  contained  an  assertion 
of  a  fact  he  did  not  admit ;  and  he  moved  that  that  part  of  the  sentence  should  be 
struck  out  of  the  minutes,  leaTing  it  to  read  that  Dr.  Rainy  obtained  the  leave  of 
the  house  to  withdraw  the  clause. 

Dr.  WILSON  having  stated  that  Dr.  Candlish's  motion  was  quite  a  resaonabia 
ine,  the  suggestion  was  unanimously  adopted. 


MAT  25,  1881. — THB  SUSTBNTATION  FUND. 
TBK  BUSINESS  ABBAN0KMENT3. 

*ipal  RAINY  tUted  that  the  Business  Committee  had  considered  the 
s  to  the  Thareday  forenoon  in  this  Tiew,  that  they  could  not  say  how  long 
leM  which  was  down  for  Thursday  forenoon  (case  of  Professor  Robertson 
■ight  take  in  the  disposal  of,  and  they  had  a  difficulty  in  making 
g«stion,  because  that  suggestion  might  imply  a  want  of  appreciation 
oportaoee  of  that  business,  which,  of  course,  deserved  the  fullest  attention 
ate.  Bat,  at  the  same  time,  it  was  possible  that  it  might  so  turn  ont  that 
isaion  on  Thursday  forenoon  would  not  occupy  the  whole  forenoon,  and  on 
I  they  thought  their  duty,  as  a  Business  Committee,  was  to  take  this  coarse. 
»  certain  subjects  on  the  basinesS  on  Saturday  and  Monday,  and  although 
not  propose  to  displace  them  from  the  place  they  then  occupied,  but  to 
im  there,  they  proposed  to  put  in  a  note  for  the  business  of  Thursday  fore- 
it  if  it  turned  out  the  Assembly  had  time  they  should  take  up  three  other 
—▼is.,  the  report  on  temperance,  which  was  down  on  the  business  for 
,  and  the  reports  of  the  Assembly  Hall  and  Psalmody  Committees,  which 
sed  among  the  business  for  Monday.  If  it  turned  out,  however,  there  was 
for  these  reports  on  Thursday,  well  they  would  remain  in  the  places  which 
adj  occupied. 

lALFOUR,  W.S.,  Edinburgh,  asked  if  the  committee  could  not  arrange  for 
eimference  on  religion  similar  to  that  which  was  held  that  morning  t 
ipal  RAINT  replied  that  if  it  turned  out  that  the  business  of  Thursday 
)  progress  which  the  committee  thought  conceivable,  it  might  be  possible  to 
or  another  hour's  conference. 

THB  SUSTBITTATION  FUND— DR.  WIL80N*S  ANNUAL  STATEMENT. 

flLSON  then  proceeded  to  make  his  annual  statement  regarding  the  Sns- 
i  Pund.     In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  was  frequently  loudly  applauded, 
on  said — During  the  year  that  has  now  closed,  the  committee,  by  means  of 
have  visited  all  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Church,  and  held  conferences  with 
the  subject  of  a  united  effort  so  to  increase  the  rate  of  contribution  to  the 
tion  Fund  that  ministers  might  receive  from  it  a  dividend  of  £300.    These 
have,  besides,  visited  a  very  large  number  of  deacons*  courts  and  congre- 
or  the  purpose  of  stirring  them  up  to  active  endeavour  to  realise  the  pro- 
crease.     The  uniform  report  of  the  deputies  to  the  committee  has  been,  that 
eived  both  from  Presbyteries  and  congregations  a  courteous  and  cordial 
It  seemed  to  be  recognised  by  all  that  much  more  might  and  should  bo 
ifford  an  adequate  income  to  ministers,  but  much  more  in  the  Interest  of 
-eh,  which  is  not  warranted  in  expecting  the  supply  of  an  efficient  ministry 
able  to  afford  it,  she,  in  a  spirit  of  covetousness,  does  not  provide  for  them 
oate  maintenance.     The  committee  are  under  a  debt  of  obligation  to  the 
who  so  willingly  undertook  the  labours  of  the  visitation,  and  performed  it 
:h  zeal  and  efficiency.     Considering  the  encouraging  reception  given  to  the 
,  it  seemed  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that  before  the  year  had  ended  we 
lave  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  a  rapid  and  general  increase  in  the  con« 
(S  to  the  fund,  and  of  now  being  able  to  report  to  the  Assembly  that  the 
nt  was  at  least  in  a  fair  way  towards  complete  success.    So  far  as  sueh 
ions  were  entertained  they  have  been  doomed  to  disappointment.    It  can 
be  said  that  the  movement  has  been  begun.     The  fund  is  now  very  much  as 
twelve  months  ago.     The  fund  derivable  from  associations  is  in  fact  less 
last  Assembly,  but  that  is  duo  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  double  contribu* 
most  cases  on  the  last  month  of  the  year  preceding,  and  it  is  not  so  this 
lany  congregations  have  been,  indeed,  increasing  their  contributions,  but 
so  have  contributed  less  than  last  year,  and  the  result  is  that  no  decided 
kaa  been  made.    And  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  the  visits  of  the  deputies 
t  been  altogether  in  vain.     I  think  it  may  fairly  be  attributed  to  this  cause 
progress  of  declension  has  been  to  a  large  extent  arrested.     But  for  their 
itre  is  good  reason  to  apprehend  that  this  year  there  would  have  been  a  much 
dliDg  off  in  the  contributions  to  the  fund  than  in  either  of  the  two  preceding 
Besides,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  will  be  profitable  to  have  the  minds  of 
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Church  members  somewhat  familiarised  with  the  fact  that  the  income  provided  for 
ministers  by  the  Sustentation  Fund  is  not  such  as  it  ought  to  be— that  we  hare  not 
attained  to  what  is  desirable  and  urgently  needed  for  efficiently  maintaining  the 
ordinances  of  the  gospel  in  this  land,  and  that  it  behoves  us  to  press  onward  towards 
something  higher  anoL  better,  so  that  the  ministers  of  our  Church,  delivered  from  the 
harassment  of  worldly  anxieties,  may  give  their  whole  time  and  mind  to  the  work 
for  which  they  have  been  set  aparL  Perhaps  such  a  reminder  was  all  the  more 
needed  because,  mainly  through,  the  instrumentality  of  the  Surplus  Fund,  until 
within  the  last  three  years,  when  circumstxmces  were  so  unfavourable,  very  eonii- 
derable  advances  had  been  made,  and  the  conviction  had  come  to  be  generally 
entertained  that  it  would  accomplish  all  that  was  desirable  when  we  had  a  maximom 
income  from  the  Sastentation  Fund  for  our  ministers  of  £200.  It  would  be  dis- 
astrous to  settle  down  into  such  a  conviction,  and  irrational  to  expect  that,  nnlesi, 
under  the  pressure  of  poverty,  the  Church  will  continue  to  be  provided  with  a  well- 
educated  and  fully-equipped  ministry  on  such  an  inadequate  maintenance. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  how  far  the  representations  made  by  the 
deputies  of  this  committee  were  carried  home  and  applied  to  the  members  of  the 
Church  by  the  office-bearers  of  congregations.  By  means  of  deputies,  even  sop 
posing  they  had  been  able  to  visit  and  address  every  congregation,  we  only  go  a 
very  short  way  towards  reaching  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  those  who  oeenpy  the 
pews.  It  is  only  a  fragment  of  the  congregations  which  deputies  have  the  opportonity 
of  addressing,  and  those  present  at  the  meeting  are  spoken  to  in  the  mass,  and 
what  is  said  only  tells  practically  upon  those  of  tender  consciences,  who  probablj 
liave  been  already  giving  cheerfully  and  heartily  as  the  Lord  had  prospered  thesL 
It  is  not  much,  therefore,  that  deputies  ean  do  unless  the  office-bearers,  ministeis, 
elders,  and  deacons  are  incited  by  their  visit  to  do  their  part  to  carry  the  appeal  to 
every  home  and  heart,  to  stir  up  members  of  the  Church  individually  to  consider, 
An  remembrance  of  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  what  they  are  called  to  do 
for  maintaining  and  perpetuating  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  over  broad  Scotland. 
It  is  a  great  cause,  which  no  one  need  be  afraid  or  ashamed  to  plead,  to  provide  for 
the  preaching  of  the  gospel  in  more  than  a  thousand  congregations,  and  these  in 
many  instances  composed  of  the  very  poorest  people  of  the  land.  At  the  same  time, 
I  am  far  from  desiring  that  even  such  a  cause  should  be  pleaded  unseasonably,  and 
am  not  insensible  to  the  fact  that  there  may  be  justifiable  grounds  for  a  deacons* 
court  deferring  till  a  more  convenient  time  any  fresh  appeal  to  the  people  for  sa 
increased  rate  of  contribution. 

At  last  Qeneral  Assembly,  when  the  proposal  was  made  for  aiming  at  a  greatlj- 
increased  rate  of  contribution,  the  prospects  of  temporal  prosperity  were  much 
brighter  than  have  been  realised  in  the  progress  of  the  year.  There  was  then  the 
prospect  of  a  general  revival  of  commerce,  and  the  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest. 
But  these  anticipations  have  proved  to  be  delusive,  and  had  we  been  able  to  look 
into  the  future,  and  to  see  the  whole  facts  as  they  have  emexged,  it  is  very  probable 
that  the  proposal  would  not  have  been  made  to  the  Assembly,  and,  if  made,  woold 
not  have  been  encouraged  by  it  And,  as  things  have  turned  out,  I  am  not  disposed 
to  blame  officebearers  of  congregations  who  have  deemed  it  best  to  delay  making 
a  personal  and  individual  appeal  to  the  members  in  their  respective  districts.  Ex- 
cept to  a  limited  extent,  in  some  departments,  the  commercial  depression  continues 
to  be  as  great  as  ever,  and  is  also  the  more  severely  felt  from  its  long  continuance. 
It  is  like  the  lean  cattle  in  the  dream  of  the  King  of  Egypt  eating  up  those  who  were 
fat  and  well-favoured.  Nor  is  the  state  of  things  better — it  is  probably  still  worse 
in  agricultural  districts.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  we  had  a  bountiful  harvest,  for 
which  our  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  Ood,  who  rules  the  seasons,  but  the  beneficial 
effects  of  this  have  been  counteracted  by  the  nnusaally  severe  and  protracted  winter 
through  which  we  have  passed.  And,  again,  the  long  winter  cannot  but  have  told 
disastrously  upon  the  classes  of  our  people  who  are  engaged  in  out-door  labour. 
And  to  all  these  discouragements,  I  cannot  help,  although  with  considerable  reluct- 
ance, adverting  to  another — I  mean  the  distractions  prevailing  within  the  Church 
on  matters  which  come  under  the  cognisance  of  the  Assembly.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  fund  has  been  affected  by  contributors  withholding  or  withdrawing  their 
subscriptions,  but  it  is  peculiarly  sensitive  to  influences  which  disturb  and  divide 
the  Church,  and  tend  to  divert  the  mind  into  the  national  working  oat  of  a  schema 
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idi  is  to  consolidate  and  strengthen  her,  and  to  enlarge  her  domain. 
»eitHi8  deyelopment  the  Sustentation  Fund  requires  that  peace  be 
rdcrs ;  and  in  the  interests  of  that  fund,  as  well  as  fay  still  higher  ends, 
to  labour  and  pray  that  peace  may  be  within  her  witis,  that  prosperity 

I  her  palaces.     But  while  giving  due  weight  to  suw  considerations  as 

II  the  more  incumbent  npon  ns  to  take  heed  that  we  do  not  convert 
hindrances  into  excuses  for  neglecting  manifest  duty.     In  the  fulfil- 

Chrlstian  obligations  we  most  expect  difficulties  and  hindrances  of 
It  is  not  the  part  of  a  Christian  to  turn  aside  because  there  is  a  lion 

Marching  straight  onward  with  the  courage  which  faith  gives  he  will 

lions  have  no  power  to  hurt  htm.  During  a  period  of  pecuniary 
.  diffienlty  opportunity  might  be  taken  for  instructing  the  members  of 
1  the  best  method  of  giving  to  the  cause  of  Christ.  Very  much  good 
ted  in  this  direction  by  wise  and  affectionate  counsel. 

jost  such  a  time  as  this  that  seems  most  suitable  for  instmetion  of 
uuise  the  method  indicated  by  divine  wisdom  is  peculiarly  suitable  for 
resonrees  are  very  limited.  If  they  could  be  persuaded  to  honour  the 
I  first  frnits  of  all  their  increase,  and,  in  order  to  this,  and  to  make 
'  by  them  in  store  on  the  first  day  of  every  week  a  portion  for  God — 
ui  ft  willing  and  grateful  heart  prompts  and  an  enlightened  conscience 
f  would  find  that  their  deep  poverty  would  not  restrain  the  riches  of 
y.     The  weekly  storing  for  the  highest  ends  of  small  sums  would  not 

greatly  easier  and  more  abundant  liberality,  but  would  help  to  elevate 
laracter  by  keeping  their  minds  habitually  exercised  on  subjects  of  the 
.oat  sacred  character.  It  may  prove  to  be  in  vain  to  wait  for  a  return 
STons  times  in  order  to  get  a  favourable  opportunity  for  beginning  this 
iot.  Bible  teaching  rather  seems  to  indicate  that  a  return  of  temporal 
to  be  looked  for  as  a  result  of  cheerfully  rendering  to  the  Lord  the 
r  goods  which  He  rightfully  claims.  It  is  so  that  the  last  of  the  Old 
ophets  puts  it.  It  is  when  all  the  tithes  have  been  brought  into  the 
at  the  promises  will  be  fulfilled,  "  I  will  rebuke  the  devourer  for  your 

shall  not  destroy  the  fruits  of  your  ground;  neither  shall  your  vine 
.  before  the  time  in  the  field."  It  is  when  we  honour  the  Lord  with 
t  and  with  the  first  fruits  of  onr  increase,  that  we  may  warrantably 
arns  to  be  filled- with  plenty.  The  poor  widow  of  Zirephath  whom 
gathering  sticks  that  she  might  prepare  the  last  meal  from  her 
re  for  herself  and  her  son  did  not  disregard  the  prophet's  petition  to 
cake  for  him  first,  and,  as  the  fruit  of  her  faith,  during  all  the  time  of 
T  barrel  of  meal  wasted  not,  neither  did  her  cruise  of  oil  fail.  If  the 
M  Free  Church  were  to  realise  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  involved 
nance  of  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel  in  more  than  a  thousand  congrega- 
ire  in  remembrance  of  the  grace  of  ihe  Lord  Jesus  Christy  who,  though  He 
»r  onr  sakes  became  poor,  they  would  not  be  content  to  wait  for  prosperous 
r  to  make  a  mighty  advance  in  the  rate  of  their  contributions  to  the 
^and.     When  it  is  considered  that  an  average  contribution  per  member 

would  raise  a  fund  of  £300,000  annually,  it  can  hardly  be  regarded  as 
at  expectation  that,  even  in   times  of  comparative   straituess   and 

ftmonnt  should  be  subscribed.  There  are  many,  doubtless,  upon 
xa  the  payment  of  such  a  rate  would  press  somewhat  severely,  but 
ij  others  whose  greatly  larger  contributions  would  compensate  for  the 
jffat  arise  from  the  circumstances  that  some  were  unable  to  give  the 

When  one  considers  the  large  sums  that  are  expended  by  the  masses 
I  on  articles  that  are  not  only  unnecessar}',  but  in  most  cases  hurt- 
rdly  be  doubted  that  the  instances  ar(»  exceptional  in  which  Church 
Id  not  contribute  to  this  fond  the  weekly  rate  of  4^. 
rhaps,  somewhat  hyperbolical  to  say,  as  Dr.  Chalmers  did,  that  the 
the  gospel  might  be  upheld  in  the  Highlands  if  the  people  were  to  give 
•e  every  tenth  pinch  of  snuff".  I  have  frequently  had  occasion  to  advert 
og  and  promising  increase  in  the  contributions  to  the  Sustentation  Fund 
peifttton  of  the  Surplus  Scheme,  which  has  bene6cially  afTected  the 

wajs — firat^  in  giving  greater  confidence  to  the  larger  contribalora  to 
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the  fund  that  their  liberality  would  not  be  wasted,  or  wone  than  waited,  h7 
encouraging  remissness  in  other  quarters ;  and  secondly,  in  neceiaarily  obliging^  the 
congregalions  to  consider,  year  by  year,  their  rate  of  giving,  as  well  as  helping  lo 
indicate  wliat  share  each  of  them  might  be  fairly  expected  to  take  in  the  maintensnee 
of  a  gospel  ministry.  The  success  of  the  Surplus  Scheme  in  both  directions  has 
been  yery  marked  and  encouraging,  but  especially  in  the  direction  of  stimulating  to 
higher  attainments  the  smaller  and  poorer  congregations  in  rural  districts.  la 
turning  orer  the  Blue-book  lately  I  found  a  t&bulated  statement  of  the  rates  of 
contribution  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  in  all  the  Presbjteries  of  the  Free  Chureh  in 
1858,  and  discoTered  that  in  a  considerable  number  of  presbyteries  the  rate  list 
year  was  nearly  double  what  it  was  in  1858.  This  tabulated  statement^  which  it 
seems  I  had  prepared  in  1858,  and  of  the  existence  of  which  I  was  entirely  obllTiosi, 
affords  some  yery  interesting  points  of  comparison  with  the  present  state  of  thiogs, 
or  rather  with  the  state  of  things  as  in  May  last.  I  regret  that  I  can  only  institaie 
the  comparison  in  Lowland  presbyteries.  In  Highland  presbyteries  the  returns  cs 
which  the  calculations  were  based  were  of  such  a  kind  as  not  to  afford  data  for  s 
fair  comparison.  The  returns  then  showed  the  number  of  hearers,  and  the  rate  of 
contribution  was  estimated  by  counting  three-fourths  of  these  as  members.  At 
present  the  rate  is  estimated  by  counting  three-fifths,  or  in  some  cases  one-half,  of 
the  adherents  aboye  eighteen  years  of  age.  But  the  case  of  Lowland  congregaUoni, 
in  which  at  both  dates  communicants  are  reckoned,  presents  no  such  difficulty.  1 
would  only  succeed  in  making  myself  nnintelligible  if  I  attempted  to  present  Uie 
statistics  in  detail. 

But  there  are  certain  salient  points  which  may  be  adyerted  to,  and  the  bearing 
of  which  may  be  easily  understood  and  remembered — for  example,  the  increase  or 
decrease  of  the  membership  of  the  Free  Church  in  yarious  localities  since  1858.  It 
is  interesting  to  note  that  in  those  localities  in  which  the  population  is  beeomiog 
more  and  more  concentrated  the  Free  Chureh  has  been  making  somewhat  corres- 
ponding adyances.  In  Glasgow  Presbytery,  for  example,  the  membership  of  \kt 
Free  Church  is  now  15.739  greater  than  it  was  in  1858 ;  in  the  Presbytery  of  £din- 
burgh  the  increase  is  8954;  in  Dundee  Presbytery  the  increase  is  2476 ;  in  Aberdeen, 
1769;  in  Qreenock,  1522;  in  Paisley,  776.  In  the  Presbytery  of  HamUton-i 
great  centre  of  mining  operations — the .  increase  is  8632 ;  in  the  Presbyteiy  of 
Iryioe,  which  is  somewhat  similar,  the  increase  is  2226  ;  and  in  the  Presbyterr  of 
Linlithgow,  for  a  like  reason,  the  increase  is  1521.  Contraated  with  these  Pres- 
byteries, on  the  other  hand,  and  doubtless  in  great  measure  arising  from  a  general 
decrease  in  population,  there  are  twenty  Presbyteries  in  which  the  number  of 
members  in  the  Free  Church  is  less  than  in  1858.  In  most  of  these,  howefer,  tiie 
decrease  is  yery  small.  By  much  the  largest  decrease  is  In  the  Presbytery  of  Ayr,  is 
which  the  number  of  members  is  1019  fewer  than  in  1858.  In  all  the  Presbyteriet, 
with  a  single  exception,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  •eontribution  to  the  Sos- 
tentation  Fund — in  some  of  them  to  a  yery  remarkable  extent.  The  PrenbTterr 
which  thus  stands  out  exceptionally  is  Glasgow,  by  much  the  largest  Presbytery  in  the 
Free  Church.  Its  contribution  per  member  in  1858  was  18s.  6d.;  it  is  now  12a.  2|iL 
1  trust  that  no  offence  may  be  taken  in  my  naming  it,  especially  as  there  sre  well- 
known  causes  in  operation  which  may  largely  aeoonnt  for  the  decrease.  One  of 
these  is,  doubtless,  the  commercial  disasters  which  haye  had  their  chief  seat  is 
Glasgow,  and  another  is  the  praiseworthy  and  successful  efforts  which  hare  been 
made  to  gather  into  the  Church  the  masses  of  the  neglected  and  poor  popolatioB, 
and  thereby  lowering  the  ayerage  rate  of  giying  to  the  Sustentation  Fund.  In  the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  the  rate  of  contribution  is  yery  little  more  than  it  was  la 
1858.  It  was  then  18s.,  it  is  now  18s.  l^d.  The  ayerage  is,  no  doubt,  much  lover 
than  it  would  haye  been  but  for  the  extent  to  which  Home  Mission  operations  bare 
been  carried  on  in  the  city  among  the  poorest  classes  of  the  population ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  it  is  much  higher  than  it  would  be  but  for  the  munificent  liberality  of 
one  congregation,  which,  by  the  amount  of  its  contributions,  stands  eonspicu'<u 
among  all  the  congregations  not  only  in  the  Free  Church  but  in  Scotland.  In  the 
Presbytery  of  Dundee  the  rate  of  contribution  is  18s.  4^  as  compared  with  Si.  U^ 
in  1858.  Tn  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  it  is  10s.  7|d.  as  compared  with  8s.  in 
the  Presbytery  of  Greenock,  14s.  4d.  as  compared  with  lis.  lOd.  In  the  Presbytery 
of  Paialey  lOs.  4|d.  as  compared  with  7s.  2d. 
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Bot  U  is  not  !n  eities  and  large  towna  where  the  increased  rate  of  eontribation  ia 
most  marked.  In  ita  rate  of  increase  the  Presbjterj  of  Biggar  and  Peebles  stands 
foremost,  haying  more  than  doubled  since  1858.  In  that  year  tho  rate  was  8s.  3d.^ 
aod  now  it  is  17s.  In  seTeral  Presbyteries  in  raral  districts  the  rate  of  contribution 
is  pretty  nearly  doable  what  it  was  in  1858.  Outside  of  Orkney  and  Shetland,  and 
excluding  Highland  Presbyteries,  which,  for  the  reason  I  have  staled,  are  not  em- 
braced in  this  statement,  there  are  only  seven  Presbyteries  whose  rate  of  contri* 
bQiion  is  under  lOs.  per  member.  Of  these  one  is  in  the  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr, 
thre  in  the  Synod  of  Angus  and  Mearns,  and  three  in  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen.  In 
]8.%S  there  were  thirteen  Presbyteries  whose  rate  of  contribution  was  under  7s.  per 
member,  and,  including  these,  thirty-seven  Presbyteries  whose  rate  of  contribution 
waa  onder  10a.  per.  member.  As  reported  to  last  Assembly,  the  total  amount  con- 
tnbDted  for  the  year  to  the  Sostentation  Fund  was  £171,719, 10s.  9d.  The  amount 
cnQtribated  for  the  year  now  ended  is  £171,976,  98,  showing  an  increase  of  jt'256, 
\Si.  3d.  There  is  a  decrease  on  eongregation&l  contributions  of  £1006,  12s.  8d., 
l>ut  there  is  an  increase  from  legacies  and  donations  of  £1263,  lOs.  lid.,  making 
the  total  increase  as  already  stated.  This  state  of  the  fund  must,  in  ordinary  cir- 
comstanceB,  have  affected  the  amount  that  falls  to  be  distributed  as  surplus,  but 
from  TarioQS  incidents  it  is  not  so  this  year.  The  number  of  ministers  entitled  to- 
»hare  in  the  Surplus  Fund  does  not  materially  differ  from  the  number  last  year.  I 
find  thai  the  larger  surplus  this  year  will  be  as  last  year,  £22,  and  the  smaller  £11. 
This  still  leaves  us  not  only  far  short  of  the  attainment  we  had  reached  three  years 
ago,  bot  far  short  of  what  has  been  attained  by  neighbouring  Churches  which  a  few 
years  ago  occupied  a  much  less  advantageous  position.  It  is  extremely  gratifying 
to  be  able  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  many  adverse  circumstances,  the  total 
tam  reported  to  the  general  treasurer  contributed  for  all  objects  by  membera 
of  the  Free  Church  daring  the  year  now  closed  amounts  to  £590,333,  Is.  6d. 
—by  mneh  the  largest  sum  reached  excepting  last  year,  and  short  of  the  sum  then 
reported  by  only  £1146,  I69.  2d.  This  is  at  the  rate  of  £l,  19b.  for  each  member, 
tnd  indicates  a  very  commendable  state  of  Christian  liberality  as  compared  witli 
other  Churches  and  with  former  attainments  in  the  Free  Church  itself.  There  seems 
DO  resson  for  despondency  in  such  a  state  of  matters,  but  rather  a  call  for  profound 
tbankfnloesa  to  Him  who  has  brought  us  hitherto  and  has  made  our  way  so  pros* 
peroos — a  call,  also,  to  brace  ourselves  with  fresh  courage  to  encounter  and  surmount 
fotore  dlfBcnlties  that  may  lie  in  our  way.  If  we  live  in  the  knowledge  and  faith 
that  without  Chriat  we  can  do  nothing,  we  may  be  assured  that  we  shall  be  able  to- 
do  all  things  through  Him  strengthening  ns.     (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  B.  G.  BALFOUR,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report,  considered  that, 

taking  the  depression  of  trade  during  the  past  year  into  account,  they  had  reason  ta 

be  thankful  that  they  had  been  enabled  to  maintain  the  dividend  of  the  previous 

}eaT.    They  had  symptoms  in  some  parts  of  the  country  that  this  long-continued 

dtrprestion  was  passing  away,  and  they  had  accordingly  reason  to  hope  the  Susten- 

tation  Fand  would   take  another  start.    The  Sustentation  Fund  was  a  central 

reserroirinto  which  the  funds  of  the  Church  were  poured,  and  from  which  they  were 

diBtriboted  into  the  poorest  parts  of  the  land.     In  pleading  for  this  fund  they  were 

pleading  for  the  poor  districts  of  the  land  in  which  the  gospel  ministry  could  not  be 

tustained  if  it  were  not  for  this  great  central  fund.     He  found  that  they  were  being 

outstripped  in  this  respect  by  other  Churches.     The  Sustentation  Fund  had  been  a 

model  for  these  Churches — all  the  Disendowed  and  Disestablished  Churches  looking 

to  this  as  a  solution  of  the  difficulty  of  ministerial  support.     In  the  Presbyterian 

Church  of  England   the  diridend  had  been  raised  to  £200,  and  in  some  of  the 

colonial  churches,  and  even  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  by  means  of  their 

angnentation  fund,  they  had  a  higher  dividend.     They  must,  therefore,  look  for. 

vard  vith  the  feeling  that  unless  they  made  progress  they  would  be  falling  behind 

iQ  the  race,  and  that  to  the  serious  detriment  of  their  future  ministry.     Two  things 

which  he  would  nrge  in  connection  with  the  fund  were  that  it  should  be  under  th» 

careful  lupervlsion  of  the  deacons'  courts  of  the  congregations,  and  that  it  should 

1«  pressed  as  a  matter  of  individual  responsibility  to  contribute  towards  it 

Provost  CABIPBELL,  Greenock,  said  that  it  was  with  mixed  feelings  he  pe^ 
formed  the  duty  which  had  been  devolved  on  him.  On  the  one  hand,  he  was  pleased 
that  the  total  sum  eontribnted  to  the  lund  waa  larger  than  it  had  ever  previously 
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been ;  bnt,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was  sorry  that  the  increase  was  from  donationi 
and  not  from  the  congregational  associations.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  sam  raised  list 
year  for  the  Sustentation  Fund  was  £171,976,  9d.,  and  the  increase  oTer  the  previom 
year  was  £256,  18s.  3d.;  bat  it  was  owing  to  donations  entirely  that  there  was  aoj 
increase,  as  the  associations  had  rather  fallen  back  than  increased.  At  last  AssemU/ 
they  had  resolved  to  make  a  forward  moTement,  but  owing  to  the  unprecedeoiedlj 
bad  times  they  had  done  little  or  nothing  to  carry  it  out.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  hoped 
they  had  now  got  past  the  worst,  and  that  a  revival  of  trade  would  set  in  steadilj, 
and  that  during  the  current  year  they  would  be  able  to  do  something  to  increase  tile 
minimum  stipend  of  their  ministers.  (Applause.)  He  thought  he  saw  tokeoc  of 
reviving  trade,  although  it  was  manifested  in  a  direction  they  could  not  apprure. 
He  had  observed  on  more  than  one  occasion  that  the  amount  of  fines  paid  into  ibs 
Police  Court  was  a  very  good  gauge  of  the  slate  of  trade,  and  to  those  who  looked  to 
the  increase  of  revenue  that  had  recently  taken  place  from  that  soarce  in  some  of 
their  large  towns  it  was  pretty  manifest  that  trade  was  improving.  (Applause.)  If 
this  was  the  case  it  surely  may  be  expected  that  Christian  people  will  manifest  it 
by  giving  to  Christian  purposes,  and  that  the  sole  evidence  of  the  return  of  better 
times  will  not  be  left  to  the  vicious  and  self-indulgent  who  waste  their  means  ia 
rioting  and  drunkenness.     (Applause.) 

He  hoped  that  now  an  effort  would  be  made  in  all  their  congregations  to  nuBS 
the  fund,  and  that  they  would  be  successful  in  reaching  the  amount  agreed  on  at  s 
minimum  stipend,  namely,  £300.  When  they  considered  the  social  position  of  a 
minister,  the  cost  of  educating  a  family,  the  equipment  and  replenishing  of  a  library 
to  keep  up  with  the  questions  of  the  day,  none  would  think  £300  too  much,  more 
especially  when  it  was  remembered  that  in  some  parts  of  the  country  very  little,  if 
Any,  supplement  was  given.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  wonder  was  that  men  could  be  got 
to  go  through  a  long  curriculum  of  study  and  labour  for  such  poor  emolumeota 
He  was  satisfied  that  it  could  only  be  because  of  the  character  of  the  work  and  of 
the  promise  attached  to  it  by  Ood  Himself.  (Applause.)  But  although  men  of 
learning  and  character  were  got  to  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  the  miniatrj, 
even  with  such  poor  prospects  of  a  pecuniary  kind,  he  did  not  think  the  Christun 
people  should  take  their  services  without  giving  them  a  suitable  remuneration. 
{Applause.)  Much  more  than  others  they  were  entitled  to  be  placed  above  the 
pressure  of  worldly  cares ;  and  when  they  ministered  to  the  people  in  spirittul 
things,  the  least  thing  the  people  could  do  was  to  minister  to  them  in  a  suiuble 
manner  in  carnal  things.  (Applause.)  To  reach  the  £300  a  strong  effort  would 
have  to  be  made,  and  office-bearers  and  collectors  would  require  to  bestir  themsehea; 
l)ut  such  an  effort  throughout  their  congregations,  he  believed,  would  be  soccessfol, 
and  he  trusted  ere  another  year  it  would  be  made  up.  (Applause.)  He  had  observed 
from  the  last  annual  statement  of  Free  St.  George's,  Edinburgh,  that  the  collection 
for  the  Sustentation  Fund  was  chiefly  made  by  the  deacons  themselves.  In  man/ 
congregations  this  could  not  be  done,  but  if  the  deacons  assisted  the  collectors  a 
little  more  than  they  did  at  present  much  good  would  result.     (Applause.) 

During  last  year  deputies  visited  several  Presbyteries  with  respect  to  their  coo- 
tribntions.  He  had  been  one  of  them,  and  he  must  say  he  was  not  a  little  surprised 
at  the  state  of  matters  he  had  found.  In  one  Presbytery  in  which  there  were  ^ 
charges  only  three  congregations  were  self-sustaining;  and  in  another,  with  2*) 
charges,  only  two  were  self-sustaining.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  had  often  heard  the 
Highlands  referred  to  as  not  giving  as  they  ought,  but  these  were  not  HigfaUQil 
Presbyteries,  bat  Lowland  Presbyteries,  and  situated  in  parts  of  the  country  where 
better  results  might  be  expected.  He  thought  something  might  be  aaid  for  the 
position  of  the  Highlands,  as  in  many  places  they  could  get  little  or  no  work  to  earn 
money;  but  in  the  Presbyteries  to  which  he  referred  there  were  many  substaniisl 
towns  and  manufactures  of  various  kinds.  In  one  of  the  Presbyteries  there  were 
nine  or  ten  such  towns,  and  in  the  other  there  were  seven  or  eighL  He  thon^ht 
«ome  improvement  was  needed,  and  he  trusted  it  would  take  place.  (Applau»e.) 
Another  thing  which  struck  him  as  somewhat  remarkable  was,  that  though  so  few 
of  these  congregations  were  self-supporting,  yet  nearly  all  of  them  were  receiving 
from  the  Surplus  Fund.  Out  of  the  29  congregations  in  the  one  Presbytery  24,  sad 
cot  of  the  26  in  the  other,  22  were  in  this  position.  And  he  must  say  he  did  not 
feel  satisfied  with  this  state  of  matters.    It  was  not  exactly  aa  it  should  be,  and  hs 
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thoDght  it  was  needfbl  that  there  shoDld  be  some  check  on  the  administntion  of  the 
Surplas  Fond.  He  hoped  it  was  not  the  case,  bnt  if,  as  Dr.  Wilson  had  said,  there 
was  in  some  Presbjteries  a  faliio|^  off  in  the  membership,  he  could  essilj  see  the 
temptation  that  existed  to  reduce  the  membership,  so  that  the  congregations  might 
apparently  increase  the  amount  given  per  member,  and  so  become  partakers  of  the 
Sorplus  Fond.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  would  not  like  to  accuse  any  Deacons' Court 
of  doing  this,  but  it  was  very  remarkable  that  in  some  Presbyteries  where  the  popu- 
UtioD  had  increased  the  members  had  fallen  off,  and  that  so  many  congregations  were 
partakers  of  the  Surplus  Fund.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  considered  it  his  duty  to  mention 
these  facts,  and  he  trusted  that  the  office-bearers  would  endeavonr  to  make  their 
congregations  self-supporting,  and  that  in  no  case  would  they  be  tempted  to  decrease 
their  nombers  for  the  sake  of  getting  anything  from  the  Surplus  Fund.  (Applause.) 
Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  in  supporting  the  motion,  urged  that  the  Deacons* 
Courts  of  the  Church  should  be  in  close  correspondence  with  the  collectors  of  the 
Sustentation  Fund  periodically,  and  especially  at  the  commencement  of  a  new 
tiuancial  year,  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up  the  people  to  contribute  to  the  fund  as 
the  Lord  bad  prospered  them.  (Hear,  hear.)  At  that  season  there  are  often  changes 
of  abode,  or  accessions,  and  it  often  happens  that  parties  from  not  being  known  to 
the  offiee-bearers  and  collectors  are  overlooked,  and  great  loss  is  sustained  in  con* 
Btqoenee.  This  would  be  remedied  if  the  lists  were  periodically  revised,  as  well  as 
carefully  observed  from  month  to  month  during  the  year,  so  that  all  our  people  may 
have  a  fair  and  full  opportunity  of  giving  their  contributions  to  this  important  fund.. 
(Applaase.) 

Mr.  R  MACAULAT,  Irvine,  as  a  member  of  the  second  Presbytery  of  Irvine, 
referred  to  by  Provost  Campbell,  stated  that  trade  there  had  been  in  a  very  bad  state 
indeed,  and  although  efforts  had  been  made  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  con- 
iribations,  they  had  not  been  able  to  do  so.  He  trusted,  however,  that,  with  reviving 
tRide,  they  would  soon  have  an  increase.  He  might  say  that  although  their  income 
&a  ministeri  was  not  so  large  as  it  might  have  been  if  they  had  adopted  another 
profession,  yet  neither  their  barrel  of  meal  nor  their  cruise  of  oil  failed,  and  that 
alihoQgh  they  suffered  in  a  pecuniary  sense  they  enjoyed  blessings  which  made  up 
for  the  luxury  and  comfort  others  had.    (Applause.) 

One  hour's  experience  of  the  presence  and  power  of  the  Lord  in  proclaiming  Hia 
Word  imparts  a  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory,  and  this  should  encourage  even 
joar  young  men  in  looking  forward  to  the  ministry.  Besides  this  it  is  due  to  our 
people  to  state  that  the  figures  in  your  books  do  not  adequately  represent  their 
giTiogs.  Wherever  the  minister  is  absorbed  with  the  spiritual  interests  of  his 
congregation,  the  grace  of  God  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  will  carefully  watch  over 
and  provide  for  all  his  temporal  interests.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  MACKENZIE  of  Kilmorack  said — As  one  of  the  deputies  appointed  to^ 
ailTocate  the  third-more  movement,  I  have  to  report  that,  in  company  with  Dr. 
Goise  of  Creiff— and  a  more  efficient  co-deputy  I  could  not  have  had — I  visited  the 
rresbTiery  of  Abertarff.  Our  meeting  with  the  Presbytery  was  at  Fort- William, 
where  the  brethren  received  us  warmly,  and  arranged  for  a  scheme  of  visitation. 
We  held  a  meeting  in  the  evening  in  the  Free  Church,  where  some  of  the  office- 
bearers of  Eilmalie  congregation  were  present.  At  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Ouise, 
the  office-bearers  of  Fort- William  agreed  to  begin  the  movement  by  adding  their 
Gvn  share,  and  a  stranger  present  in  church  during  the  addresses  sent  in  a  sovereign 
in  aid  of  the  movement.  We  subsequently  visited  the  congregations  of  Balachulish, 
Gleaorquhart,  Fort- Augustus,  and  Glenmorriston.  By  a  disappointment  at  Oban,  I 
was  prevented  from  keeping  my  appointment  with  the  congregation  of  Eilmonivaig, 
aUhoQgh  I  offered  Mr.  Sutherland  to  return  to  repair  the  omission.  Owing  to  the 
scattered  condition  of  the  congregation  and  the  season  of  the  year,  it  was  not  thonght 
adrisable  to  convene  another  meeting. 

There  are  in  this  Presbytery  four  disjoined  charges,  North  and  Sonth  Balachn- 
lish,  and  Fort-Augustus  and  Glenmorriston.  These  charges,  when  disjoined,  doubled 
their  eontributions,  and  it  is  said  that  in  the  meantime  they  cannot  do  much  more, 
e'pecialiy  until  their  ministers  are  supplied  with  manses.  The  congregation  of 
Urqnhart,  with  whom  I  spent  a  Sabbath,  is  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  North,  and 
can  easily  give  the  required  increase. 

In  company  with  Dr.  MacLauchlan  and  Mr.  Duncan  Grant,  I  visited  the  Pros- 
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bytery  of  Skye.  Oar  meeting  with  the  Presbytery  at  Portree  wu  long  and  very 
cordial.  As  the  other  deputies,  after  visiting  two  or  three  districts,  were  required 
to  proceed  to  the  Lewes,  it  was  left  to  me  to  carry  out  the  moyement  in  Skye.  I 
yisited  the  districts  of  Uig,  Kilmuir,  Yaternish,  where  I  was  entertained  by  Captaia 
Macdonald,  the  proprietor,  a  warm  Free  Churchman,  and  preached  on  Sabbath  by 
the  seaside  to  a  very  interesting  congregation.  I  then  visited  the  congregatioos  of 
Darinish  and  Brocadale.  With  the  exception  of  Brocadale,  all  these  congregations 
could  very  easily  give  the  desired  increase.  In  a  word,  I  left  Skye  with  a  warm  sense 
of  obligation  to  all  the  brethren.  Without  exception,  they  welcomed  me  warmlr, 
put.  their  conveyances  at  my  disposal,  did  their  best  to  procure  me  f^ood  meetiogf, 
and  to  forward  the  object  of  my  visit.  Let  me  say,  in  condosion,  that  I  was  glad  to 
learn  that  in  Skye  adherents  of  the  Established  Church  were  known  to  contribate  to 
the  Sustentatton  Fund.  One  other  remark.  Considering  that  the  past  was  a  winter 
of  unprecedented  severity,  and  that  trade  and  agriculture  have  been  for  some  time 
past  in  a  very  depressed  condition,  there  is  no  cause  for  discouragement,  thoogh  the 
result  should  be  for  some  time  delayed. 

Mr.  M'KEAN  (elder),  Paisley,  said  it  was  a  grievous  thing  that  eongregatioai 
which  were  not  even  self-supporting  were  supplementing  their  ministera'  stipends  br 
hundreds  of  pounds  a  year,  which  he  thought  was  a  matter  which  might  very  weU 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee. 

The  deliverance  of  the  Assembly  was  as  follows : — "  The  Assembly  approve  of  tbe 
report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  thejoint-convenen. 
The  Assembly  declare  the  dividend  payable  to  all  ministers  on  the  platform  of  tbe 
equal  dividend,  and  entitled  to  a  full  dividend,  to  be  the  sum  of  £160  for  tbe  p&st 
year.  Farther,  in  accordance  with  the  resolutions  in  reference  to  the  Sustentatioa 
Fund,  adopted  by  the  Assembly  1867,  this  Assembly  declare  an  additional  dividend  of 
£22  to  be  payable  to  all  ministera  on  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend,  whoM 
congregations,  besides  having  contributed  £60  and  upwards,  have  contributed  st 
the  rate  of  ten  shillings  and  upwards  per  communicant  during  last  year  to  tbe 
Bustentation  Fund ;  and  declare  also  an  additional  dividend  of  £11  to  be  paid  to  sll 
ministers  on  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend  whose  congregations,  besides  bavio; 
contributed  £60  and  upwards,  have  contributed  at  the  rate  of  seven  shillings  snd 
sixpence,  but  under  ten  shillings  per  communicant,  during  last  year  to  the  Soslen- 
tation  Fund  ;  the  regulations  passed  by  the  Assemblies  of  1867,  1874,  and  1877, 
with  reference  to  the  distribution  of  the  surplus,  being  always  observed.*' 

BEFOBT  07  OOMICITTEB  ON  THE  EQUAL  DIVIDEin)  FLATFOBX. 

Mr.  D.  D.  BANNERMAN,  Perth,  gave  in  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
«qual  dividend  platform,  which  stated  that  there  had  been  during  the  year  18  caiei 
of  application  for  the  calling  of  ministers  in  which  the  committee  had  aeea  no 
reason  to  raise  any  question  aa  to  their  continuance  on  the  platform  of  the  eqoal 
dividend;  and  11  cases  of  application  for  calls  to  oolleagnea  and  8ucceason,ia 
which  the  committee  had  seen  no  reason  to  disturb  their  present  position  aa  platform 
charges.  The  report  also  contained  certain  recommendations  aa  to  the  admittios 
of  certain  congregationa  to  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend,  these  congregatiosi 
being — Ardrishaig ;  Augustine  Church,  Glasgow  ;  Eirkmichael ;  Greyfriara',  Abe^ 
deen;  Bonnethill,  Dundee;  Coigach;  and  Darvel  and  Martyrs',  Kilmarnock— ill 
being  admitted  subjeet  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  III.,  section  2,  of  the  AssembI/ 
of  1877.  The  committee  also  recommended  that  tbe  congregation  of  Gareloch- 
head  should  be  placed  on  the  platform  of  the  equal  dividend  aa  a  Belf-snstainiiif 
charge. 

The  report  was  approved  of,  and  all  its  recommendations  adopted. 

BLOCHAIBK  FSEX  CBUBCH,  GLASGOW. 

An  application  was  submitted  from  the  congregation  of  the  Free  Chareh  of 
Blochairn,  Glasgow,  to  be  put,  as  a  congregation,  in  the  position  of  a  territoriil 
mission,  and  to  receive  a  grant  from  the  Home  Mission  Committee.  The  Anembly 
agreed  to  grant  the  application. 
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BEPORT  OF  OOIOCTITXI  ON  OHUBCH  USD  UAK8B  BUILDINO. 

Dr.  WILSON  gaye  la  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Church  and  Hanse  Build- 
toe,  which  stated  that  the  committee  had  aet  apart  £1100  for  grants  to  manses,  and 
iSOO  for  grants  to  aid  in  the  repair  and  alteration  of  churches,  heing  the  whole  amount 
realised  by  the  eoHection.  From  these  sums  various  items  of  expense  fell  to  bo 
deducted,  so  that  the  committee  had  been  enabled  only  to  pass  grants  for  manses  to 
the  amoant  of  £940^  and  for  churches  to  the  amount  of  £790.  The  grants  for 
manses  daring  the  past  year  had  been  uniformly  £100,  unless  in  very  exceptional 
eircomstances.  The  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  were  very  inado- 
qnate  to  meet  the  urgent  claims  for  church  and  manse  buildings.  The  largest  grants 
giTeu  did  not  exceed,  probably,  one-tenth  of  the  sum  that  must  be  expended  in  their 
erection.  It  would  be  a  singular  benefit  to  a  large  class  of  the  most  needy  congre- 
gations of  the  Free  Church  if,  as  the  fruit  of  this  biennial  collection,  a  sum  of  at 
least  three  times  the  amount  which  the  last  collection  yielded  were  j)laced  in  the 
hands  of  the  committee.  Dr.  Wilson,  in  presenting  the  report,  referred  to  the  great 
hardships  suffered  by  many  congregations  from  not  being  able  to  receive  grants 
from  the  committee  for  repairs  and  alterations  on  churches  and  for  new  manses,  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  in  future  larger  funds  would  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  QAULT,  Glasgow,  advocated  the  erection  of  manses  in  our  cities  and  towns, 
soch  as  had  been  carried  out,  on  a  considerable  scale,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh. 
Hoose  rent  cut  very  deeply  into  the  income  of  city  ministers,  and  thus,  unless  they 
had  a  supplement  or  private  means,  ministers  from  the  coopf-iy  were  discouraged 
in  the  undertaking  of  charges,  where  they  were  so  much  needed,  in  the  midst  of  our 
dense  populations.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  M'TAYISH,  Inverness,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  which  was  anani- 
moualy  agreed  to. 

LETTER  TO  THB  IBISH  FBE8BTTBBIAN  OHUBOH. 

Br.  BAINT  said  that  it  fell  to  the  Assembly  this  year  to  prepare  and  send  a 
letter  instead  of  a  deputation  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian 
Chorch.  That  doty  had  been  intended  for  their  beloved  father,  Dr.  Main ;  but  he 
regretted  that  they  could  not,  in  present  circumstances,  expect  Dr.  Main  to  discharge 
that  dnty,  and  he  begged  respectfully  to  propose  that  they  should  ask  Dr.  Elder,  of 
Koihesay,  to  prepare  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  motion  of  Dr.  Rainy  was  agreed  to. 

UnrXB  FBOX  the  SNOLISH  FBE8BTTEBIAK  OHUBOH. 

Sir  HEKBY  HOKCREIFF  read  a  letter  which  had  been  received  from  the 
Synod  of  ^e  Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  signed  by  Dr.  Bruce,  the  Moderator 
of  that  Synod.  The  letter  conveyed  the  cordial  greetings  of  the  Synod  of  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and 
reported  that  there  was  a  gradual  but  solid  progress  in  the  extension  of  the  Church 
at  home  and  in  their  missions  abroad.  The  letter  also  stated  that  the  English 
Presbyterian  Church  had  reason  for  thankfulness  that  they  had  been  kept  free,  to  a 
remarkable  extent,  from  internal  controversies  connected  with  the  faith. 

It  was  agreed  to  record  in  the  minutes  that  the  General  Assembly  received  with 
satiaiaetion  and  thanks  the  letter  from  the  sister  Church. 

OONFEBEZrCE  09  STATE  OF  BEUGTON  AKD  XOBALSL 

It  waa  agreed,  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  WILSON,  the  Clerk,  that  the  Assembly 
should  meet  on  Thursday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  to  resume  the  conference  on  the 
State  of  fieligion  and  Morals. 

BEPOBT  oar  VUED  FOB  TRB-DISBUFTION  ICKISTSBS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WOOD,  Convener  of  the  Committee  for  the  Distribution  of  the 
Fund  raised  for  the  Pre-Disrnption  Ministers,  reported  that  the  amount  of  the  fund 
i>laced  at  their  diaposal  for  the  year  1880-81  waa  as  follows,  namely  :^Chnreh-door 
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collections  contributed  by  congregations,  £2030, 15s.  9d. ;  donations,  legidet,  fte^ 
£313,  15d.  Sa.;  interest,  £1,  128.  6d.— together,  £2346,  Ss.  6d.  Daring  the  put 
jear  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  committee  had  enabled  it  to  inake 
another  large  step  towards  equalising  the  grants  to  all  ministers  of  the  DitmptioiL 
The  Fund  was  carefully  watched,  another  committee  was  enabled  to  make  up  the 
stipends  of  parochial  ministers  still  in  full  charges  to  £200,  and  of  quoad  Moen 
ministers  to  £190,  and  giving  grants  of  £40  and  £30  respectiyely  to  those  haTing 
colleagues  or  emeriti.  Before  striking  the  payments  to  those  in  full  charge8,aii  equ&l 
dividend  of  £153,  congregational  supplements,  and  grants  from  trasts  had  beea 
taken  into  view. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  DEGG,  the  report  was  adopted,  and  the  thaoka  of  the 
Assembly  given  to  the  Committee,  and  especially  to  its  convener. 

NOTICE  OF  MOTION  IN  BEGABD  TO  FB0FES30B  BOBEBTSON  SMITH'S  GAB& 

Professor  BRUCE,  Glasgow,  gave  notice  that  he  intended  to  move  the  following 
motion  on  Thursday,  when  Dr.  Adam  brought  forward  his  motion  on  the  caie 
of  Professor  Smith: — "That  the  Assembly,  considering  the  summary  remonl 
of  Professor  Smith  from  his  chair  woald  be  an  act  inconsistent  with  the  seriptorAl 
principles  of  discipline  and  the  form  of  process  hitherto  observed  in  thia  Choreh, 
and  contribute  nothing  to  the  settlement  of  those  yital  questions  regarding  the  truth 
of  Scripture  which  are  of  lasting  importance  to  the  peace  and  spiritual  welfare  of 
the  Church,  declines  to  give  effect  to  the  said  resolution  as  proposed  in  the  motion 
now  submitted  to  the  house."    (Applause  from  the  students'  gallery.) 

THE  ELECTION  OF  A  PBOFESSOB  OF  SYBTSMATIO  THEOLOGY. 

The  Assembly  proceeded  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Electioa 
of  Professors. 

Dr.  BEITH  gaye  in  the  report  of  the  eommittee,  which  stated  that  retoms  hid 
been  received  from  59  Presbyteries  and  10  Synods,  proposing  19  names  for  the 
chair  of  Systematic  Theology  in  the  New  College,  yacant  through  the  reaignation 
of  Professor  MacGregor.  Dr.  Beith  also  read  letters  which  had  been  received  from 
Mr.  Bannerman  and  Dr.  Goold  declining  to  be  nominated  for  the  vacant  chair. 

Professor  BRUCE,  Glasgow,  said  that  he  rose  on  behalf  of  hia  colleagae.  Dr. 
Candlish,  to  request  that  his  name  should  be  withdrawn  from  the  list  before  the 
Assembly.  He  would  only  add  that,  while  it  would  have  gratified  him  peraoaallj  lo 
see  an  honour  conferred  on  his  brother.  Dr.  Candlish,  and  while  he  felt  that  there 
was  no  honour  which  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Church  to  confer  on  a  professor 
which  might  not  fitly  be  conferred  on  him,  still,  it  would  give  himself  and  hia  col- 
leagues in  the  Glasgow  College  satisfaction  to  learn,  from  this  deciaion  on  the  part 
of  Dr.  Candlish,  that  they  would  be  saved  any  risk  of  having  a  belored  coUeagaa 
taken  away  from  their  Hall  in  the  West.     (Applause.) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  rose,  in  accordance  with  previous  notice,  to  propose 
that  Dr.  Watts,  of  Belfast,  be  selected  to  fill  the  vacant  cb^ir  of  Systematic  Theology 
in  the  New  College.  He  began  by  quoting  from  a  testimonial  written  in  favour  of 
Dr.  Walts  by  the  late  Principal  Candlish,  in  which  the  Principal  described  an 
article  written  by  Dr.  Watts  as  "  one  of  the  most  masterly  productions  "  he  had 
found  on  the  subject  treated  of,  and  went  on  to  say — "  I  could  not  help  saying  to 
myself, '  Here  is  a  trne  theologian,'  and  one  well  worth  keeping  in  view  if  we  hive 
at  any  time  a  Divinity  Chair  to  fill."  He  (Sir  Henry  Moncreiff)  felt  on  reading  that 
testimonial  that  if  Principal  Candlish  had  been  spared  to  them  just  now  he  woald 
have  been  ready  to  propose  Dr.  Watts.  No  one,  sir,  he  said,  need  be  surprised 
that  with  that  testimony  before  him,  he  should  now  bring  forward  that  proposal.  Il« 
did  not  mean  in  the  slightest  degree  to  disparage  the  claims  of  Dr.  Laidlaw,  who 
might  well  be  looked  to  as  one  to  be  chosen  for  a  Professorship ;  but  Dr.  Watts  had 
a  combination  of  high  qualifications  for  the  chair  now  vacant.  He  had  been  v<iy 
successful  in  the  chair  ol  Systematic  Theology  he  now  occupied ;  and  he  was  an  able 
writer  in  defence  of  the  truth  ;  and  he  thought  that,  in  existing  circumstances,  it 
was  yery  important  that  they  should  electa  man  who  had  been  tried  as  a  theological 
teacher.  (Applause.)  Dr.  Liidlaw  might  be  eminently  qualified,  but  he  had  doi 
yet  been  tried  aa  a  theological  professor ;  and  they  bad  in  Dr.  Watts  a  man  who 
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W  been  so  tried,  and  whose  success  had  been  undoubted.  (Applause.)  It 
appeared  to  him  that,  in  present  circumstances,  it  was  of  great  importance  lo  the 
fm  Church  to  appoint  a  man  whose  appointment  would  put  a  mark  upon  what 
Ikjwere  doing,  and  would  tend  greatly  to  exalt  the  character  of  the  Church  for 
■ttd  theological  Tiews,  and  with  a  view  to  the  maintenance  of  those  views  in  the 
■ten.  He  thought  it  would  not  only  be  for  the  credit  of  their  Church,  but  for  the 
Monr  of  ita  Great  Head,  if  they  agreed  to  appoint  Dr.  Watts.  He  had  been  told 
bt  h«  wma  ^Toonble  to  instrumental  music.  (A  laugh.)  He  thought  it  was  very 
kdj  that,  in  aome  quarters  where  that  was  not  objected  to.  Dr.  Watts  might  not 
ire  objected  to  it;  but  he  was  thoroughly  persuaded  that  if  Dr.  Watts  came 
mtmg  them — (cries  of  "  Oh  '*)— he  would  be  the  last  man  to  think  of  proposing 
M  iatrodociion  of  instrumental  music.  He,  therefore,  took  the  liberty  of  propoa- 
if  Dr.  Watts  for  the  vacant  chair.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  BEOG,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said  that  if  they  all  desired  the  best  man 
>  tMeh  ajstematic  theology  in  their  college,  it  would  be  hard  to  suggest  any 
lAfidnal  more  likely  than  Dr.  Watts  to  accomplish  that  object  thorouglily.  Dr. 
^alte  WM  in  the  vigour  of  life,  being  fifty-two  years  of  age,  and  he  had  dislinguished 
imielf,  not  only  in  this  department  of  theology,  but  in  the  department  of  apologetics. 
tmm  people  were  ready  to  say,  "  Oh ;  but  he  is  an  Irishman  " — (laughter) — he  did 
•4  kiiow  that  he  was  an  Irishman  ;  but,  why  not?  Surely  it  would  be  a  graceful 
bfaig  if  they  conld  exchange  a  man  with  the  Irish  Church  now  and  then,  as  well  aa 
idiaiige  letters.  He  thought  they  should  hail  the  opportunity  of  bringing  fresh 
lead  into  their  Church — being  not  without  the  need  of  it — and  especially  if  that 
«ik  blood  had  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  principles  which  had  been  seriously 
died  in  question  amongst  them  as  to  Dr.  Watts'  views  on  worship.  He  (Dr.  Degg) 
id  aot  agree  with  these  in  so  far  as  they  differed  from  their  own  views,  and  he  told 
Mm  candidly  that  if  he  could  see  a  man  as  eminent  as  Dr.  Watts,  who  would  more 
MVMigklj  sympathise  with  his  (Dr.  Begg's)  views  on  worship,  he  would  prefer  that 
Mi ;  bat  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  as  the  result  of  inquiries  he  had  made, 
iti  he  had  no  donbt  whatever  that  Dr.  Watts  would  adhere  to  our  Confessional 
MlilBe  if  he  subscribed  to  our  formula,  and  would  not  introduce  his  views  on  that 
ifcjeet  into  their  Church  courts,  and  he  hoped  that  those  who  might  speak  on  that 
HttSon  woold  be  as  consistent  when  they  came  to  vote  upon  the  subject  on  Saturday 
I  thai  house.  He  was  very  far  from  making  light  of  it,  and  he  did  not  know  the 
liatoiia  of  Dr.  Laidlaw  on  the  subject,  but  he  thought  it  was  not  unlike  the  libel 
Mrtlon — it  came  in  where  an  object  was  to  be  served 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  Crieff— I  rise  to  order.  That  is  an  impuUtlon  referring  to 
■iacss  not  before  the  house,  and  I  object  to  it ;  and  in  the  name  of  all  who  voted 
I  IIm  minority  last  night,  I  protest  against  such  imputation  being  made  upon  us, 
ti  I  ask  Dr.  Begg  to  withdraw  it.  (Applause,  and  cries  of  ''  Withdraw,"  and 
MBter  cries  of  *'  Go  on.") 

Dr.  BEGG — I  won't  withdraw  anything.  No  answer  was  made  last  night  to  my 
aUmeat  that  it  was  the  very  persons  who  were  clamouring  for  a  libel  who  formerly 
H  the  libel  withdrawn.  I  do  not  mean  by  the  language  I  have  used  to  impute 
ly  had  motives ;  but  I  simply  intended  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  matters  were  some- 
mn  brought  forward  in  one  relation  which  were  conveniently  lost  sight  of  in  another. 
iMghter,  and  cries  of  "  Oh.") 

1  jost  aay  that  I  hope  our  friends  will  not  be  misled  on  this  subject.  I  don't 
kJiCt  to  other  candidates,  but  I  speak  of  Dr.  Watts,  and  I  say  that  I  believe  if  we 
iiib  before  the  pubKc  to  make  it  quite  clear  that  we  are  determined  to  have  the 
liMiples  of  onr  Church  in  regard  to  systematic  theology  maintained  by  the  moat 
■iaeiit  man  we  can  get,  and  by  the  most  sound  man  on  whom  we  can  lay  our  hands, 
ra  Cttnot  do  a  better  thing  to-day,  in  the  face  of  the  Church  and  the  Christian 
iiUk,  than  appoint  Dr.  Watts  to  this  vacant  chair.     (Applause.) 

Ik,  ADAM,  Glasgow,  proposed  Dr.  Laidlaw,  of  Aberdeen,  referring  to  him  as 
kniag  been  a  most  distinguished  student  and  as  being  an  experienced  minister  of 
lb  Chorcb,  which  he  thought  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance.  Possibly,  if  that 
^  been  attended  to  hitherto,  they  might  have  been  rid  of  a  great  many  of  their 
nemt  tronblea.  Dr.  Laidlaw  was  also  an  accomplished  theologian,  as  was  proved 
hj Us Conningham  lectures,  published  under  the  title  of  "The  Scriptural  Doctrine 
If  Man.**    In  that  work  there  was  evidence  of  great  learning,  both  in  its  ancient 
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and  modern  departments ;  and  while  the  orthodoxy  of  the  work  w&s  eongpieaovi, 
it  was  an  orthodoxy  of  the  right  sort,  being  adapted  to  the  ncceasitiea  of  the  present 
day.  Dr.  Laidlaw  prized  and  preserved  all  the  treasures  of  the  past ;  but  he  also 
knew  how  to  use  them  in  relation  to  the  features  and  circumstances  of  the  times  io 
which  we  are  living.  Dr.  Laidlaw  was  well  fitted  to  exercise  a  powerful  influence  on 
young  men.  Sir  Henry  Monereiff  had  read  a  certificate  from  Principal  Candli&h 
which  had  been  written  thirteen  years  ago,  but  he  was  quite  sure  that  they  were  not  now 
in  the  circumstances  they  were  thirteen  years  ago.  He  believed  it  would  be  a  calamitoos 
thing  in  present  circumstances,  and  would  misrepresent  their  Church  to  the  Chris- 
tian world,  if  they  did  anything  at  that  moment  fitted  to  produce  the  impression  that 
they  had  so  lost  confidence  in  all  their  brethren  belonging  to  their  own  Chureb,  that 
they  could  not  find  one  whom  they  could  safely  venture  to  place  in  the  chair  which 
was  now  vacant.  (Cries  of  "  Oh.")  There  were  no  doubt  painful  feelings  among 
them  at  present;  but  surely  it  would  be  the  part  of  wise  men  to  do  everything  to 
soften  and  sweeten  those  feelings,  instead  of  by  any  act  doing  what  might  have  a 
tendency  to  embitter  them  in  time  to  come.  (Applause.)  Dr.  Watta  was  known  sa 
the  conspicuous  leader  of  a  party  in  his  own  Church  that  was  threatening  to  dWidt 
that  Church  on  the  question  of  instrumental  music.  As  an  honest  man,  having  tbs 
courage  of  his  opinions,  he  might  be  called  upon  to  defend  his  own  views  in  their 
Church;  and  he  felt  that  he  would  have  a  certain  responsibility  if,  by  his  vote,  be 
placed  him  in  a  position  where  he  might  do  so.  He  admitted  that  Dr.  Walts  wu 
an  accomplished  theologian,  and  he  would  be  sorry  to  say  a  word  in  hia  disparage- 
ment; but  on  the  general  merits  of  the  two  men,  and  especially  on  those  merits  in 
relation  to  existing  circumstances  among  themselves,  he  was  persuaded  that  the  wise 
and  right  thing  for  that  Assembly  to  do  would  be  to  elect  Dr.  Laidlaw.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  WILSON  said  that  since  Mr.  Bannerman'a  name  had  been  withdrawn  be 
had  found  a  difficulty  in  making  up  his  mind  among  the  remaining  candidates.  He 
knew  Dr.  Watta  personally,  and  he  had  no  doubt  whatever  that  he  was  a  very  able 
Professor.  In  regard  to  Dr.  Laidlaw,  he  had  an  equal,  if  possible  a  still  stronger 
conviction,  as  to  his  capabilities  of  forming  an  efficient  Professor  of  Sjstematie 
Theology.  After  comparing  the  merita  of  the  two,  he  had  felt  himaelf  conatrained 
and  shut  up  to  second  the  motion  of  Dr.  Adam.    (Applause.) 

Professor  Binnie,  of  Aberdeen,  rose  with  several  other  memben  of  Assembly 
to  speak,  and  aome  discussion  ensued  as  to  whether  Profeasor  Binnie  ahould  be 
heard ;  but  on  several  members  claiming  the  right  to  speak  if  Dr.  Binnie  should  be 
heard,  it  was  agreed,  on  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Raikt,  to  adhere  strictly  to  the 
former  practice  in  such  cases,  of  hearing  only  the  movers  and  seconders  of  the 
candidates. 

The  MODERATOR  having  asked  if  there  waa  any  other  candidate  to  be  proposed, 
and  received  no  response. 

The  Assembly  then  divided,  when  there  voted— 

For  Dr.  Laidlaw, S64 

For  Dr.  Watts, 200 

Majority  for  Dr.  Laidlaw,    •        •        •        •        164 

The  announcement  of  the  numbers  waa  received  with  lond  applanae  from  the 
•Indents'  gallery. 

The  clerks  were  instructed  to  communicate  the  decision  of  the  Assembly  to  Jh, 
LaidlaWy  and  the  Assembly  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  to  foo^  o'clock. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Assembly  resumed  at  seven  o'clock — Rev.  Dr.  Laughton,  Moderator. 

BKFOBT  OF  OOMlflTTEB  TOB  THB  HIOHLAWDS  AND  IBLAHBB. 

Dr.  M'LAUCHLAN,  convener  of  the  Committee  for  the  Highlands  and  IsUfida, 
gave  in  the  report  of  that  committee.  In  doing  so,  he  said — I  have  the  pleasorenow 
of  laying  on  the  table  of  the  General  Assembly  the  report  of  the  committee  for 
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ihlAnds  and  Islands  for  the  past  year.  I  shall  also  take  the  liberty  of  making 
tmarks  on  the  report,  and  especially  on  the  more  prominent  and  important 
'  it«  I  need  hardly  say  that,  as  usual,  it  diyides  itself  into  two  branches — 
me  and  the  expenditure — and  I  may  make  some  reference  to  both,  as  well 
me  other  matters  that  concern  the  wellbeing  of  our  Church  in  the  High- 
Ai  will  be  seen,  by  referrinf^  to  the  report,  the  total  income  of  the  committee 
year  U  £1U4,  lis.  lid.  This  sum  is  made  up  of  several  items.  There  is, 
all,  the  public  collection  by  authority  of  the  Assembly,  which  yielded  the 
£2449,  16d.  2d.  This  is  £45,  4s.  Id.  more  than  the  collection  for  last  year, 
eoosiderably  lest  than  in  preyious  years.  Perhaps  it  is  not  difficult  to 
r  the  cause  of  this  decline.  In  all  probability  it  has  arisen  from  the  existing 
on  in  all  commercial  circles.  The  working  classes,  who  are  a  chief  support 
Church  and  iti  funds,  and  who  in  many  cases  are  liberal  contributors,  have 
inffcred  in  their  circumstances,  and  we  suffer  in  consequence.  This  is  a 
tf  difficulty  to  a  c^umittee  like  this,  who  have  a  fixed  bum  to  pay,  what- 
eir  income  may  amount  to.  It  is  cause  of  thankfulness,  however,  that 
le  year  there  has  been  an  advance.  Another  item  in  the  revenue  of  the 
lae  is  that  derived  from  legacies.  This  amoanted  over  the  year  to  £170,  4s.  5d. 
■r  the  amount  was  £1660,  Ss.  9d.,  showing  a  difference  of  £1489,  19s.  4d. 
la  proved  a  serious  decline  for  the  committee.  On  the  faith  of  a  larger 
t  Um  committee  had  enlarged  their  expenditure,  not  that  they  felt  warranted 
•  tke  extreme  limit  of  their  income,  but  taking  this  sum  into  an  average 
tal  years,  they  extended  their  expenditure  to  the  limit  of  what  they  judged 
■t  Uiey  find  that  this  year's  revenue  from  legacies  is  far  below  the  average, 
I  given  eause  for  some  anxiety  to  the  committee.  Another  item  in  their 
ia  the  juvenile  offerings,  which  amount  to  £69,  4s.  This  is  one  of  the 
Urestiag  of  the  items  in  the  account.  It  is  delightful  to  find  the  young  of 
iich  taking  an  interest  in  this  home  mission  work,  and  to  find,  especially, 
r  them  in  purely  Lowland  charges  showing  their  interest  in  the  Highlands 
uida.  The  juvenile  offerings  for  last  year  were  £86,  6s.  ld«,  so  that  there 
•Iderable  rise  in  the  amount. 

iher  Item  in  the  revenue  of  the  committee,  and  one  of  special  interest,  is  the  re- 
MA  the  stations  supplied  by  them.  These  amount  to  the  sum  of  £870,  6s.  7d., 
lat  £388, 12s.  7d.  last  year,  indicating  a  decline  of  £18,  6s.  This  item  is  in 
the  returns  of  these  stations  to  the  Sustentation  Fund.  It  is  an  item  which 
be  interest  taken  by  local  parties  in  the  work,  and  indicates  beyond  a  question 
ly  are  quite  willing  to  take  their  own  share  of  the  burden  of  their  supplies. 
wen  supposed  by  some  that  our  Highland  adherents  were  not  willing  to  take 
'optT  share  of  this  burden  on  themselves,  and  were  too  ready  to  lean  on  their 
in  the  South  for  their  supply  of  ordinances.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that 
r  the  kind  may  not  exist,  and,  if  they  do,  am  not  prepared  to  defend  them, 
riih  to  call  special  attention  to  this  item  in  our  revenue  as  affording  distinct 
» that  our  people  in  the  Highlands  are  not  unwilling  to  contribute  to  the 
tef  those  who  labour  among  them  in  spiritual  things.  In  Judging  of  what 
fe  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  people  in  the  Highlands  generally  have 
means  of  contributing  so  liberally  as  their  brethren  in  the  Lowlands.  It  is 
ting  to  observe  that  the  fishermen  at  the  great  fishing  stations  contribute 
lan  is  suflScient  to  supply  the  expense  of  the  deputies  sent  to  labour  among 
The  sum  of  all  the  items  which  goes  to  make  up  the  revenue  of  the 
iee  amounts  to  £1144,  148.  lid.  as  against  £5230,  Oa.  lid.  received  last 
idieating  a  decline  to  the  amount  of  £1085,  6a.  The  expenditure  amounts 
83,  8s.  2d.  as  against  £5646,  lOs.  9d.  last  year,  showing  a  diminution  to 
ent  of  £763,  7a.  7d.  This  has  been  accomplished  by  economising  on  every 
nd  specially  by  reducing  the  salaries  of  agents,  a  step  the  committee  were 
a  willing  to  take.  They  were  glad  when  three  years  ago  they  were  enabled 
t  the  salaries,  and  they  feel  regret  in  being  obliged  to  reduce  a  portion  of 
t.  But  they  have  felt  all  along  that  they  were  only  entitled  to  expend  the 
aeed  at  their  disposal  by  the  Church. 

ore  proceeding  to  report  upon  the^work  done  during  the  bygone  year,  I  may  for 
advert  to  the  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
I  the  death  of  ministers.    Two  years  ago  I  had  to  report  that  there  had  beea 


148  REPORT  ON  HIGHLANDS  AND  ISLANDS. — ^DR.  H'LAUCHLAN. 

no  death  of  a  minister  throaghoat  tlie  whole  field.  This  year  it  is  different^  for  no 
less  than  five  have  been  remoyed  bj  deatli.  The  first  of  them  waa  the  Rev.  Joha 
Hacdonald,  of  Feam,  in  the  coonty  of  Ross.  Mr.  Macdonald  was  a  man  held  in  high 
esteem  daring  a  ministry  extending  from  1843  to  1880.  He  joined  in  the  testimonj 
of  this  Church  at  the  oatset,  and  maintained  it  with  nnbroken  consistency  till  liis 
death.  As  a  preacher,  he  was  calm,  clear,  and  impressive,  leaving  on  the  minds  of 
hearers  a  deep  sense  of  his  sincerity  and  earnestness.  He  was  eminently  aoond  in 
the  faith,  holding  forth  Glirist  and  salvation  by  grace  as  the  great  objects  to  be 
presented  to  sinners  and  to  saints.  The  congregation  to  which  he  ministered  was  s 
large  and  influential  one,  and  one  deeply  attached  to  the  person  of  their  minister. 
Another  of  our  ministers  whom  God  has  taken  is  the  Rev.  Norman  M'Leod,  Ute 
minister  of  North  Uist,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Skye  and  Uist.  It  would  not  be  jait 
to  the  memory  of  a  good  man  to  allow  an  opportunity  like  this  to  pass  without  anj 
reference  to  it.  Mr.  M'Leod  deserved  well  of  the  Free  Church.  Few  men  did  more 
for  her  in  his  own  field,  few  men  endured  more  in  her  behalf.  Minister  of  the 
Parliamentary  Church  of  Trumisgany  in  1843,  he  might  have  had  his  choice  of 
parishes  rendered  vacant  at  the  time.  But  he  chose  rather  to  sufler  with  his  evan- 
gelical brethren  than  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  belonging  to  the  Established  Church. 
He  withdrew  from  the  Establishment  readily  and  heartily,  and  devoted  himself  to 
the  work  of  this  Church  in  the  island  of  North  Uist.  Among  a  people  not  able  to 
do  much  for  him,  with  a  large  and  increasing  family,  and  in  the  face  of  the  dissatje- 
faction  of  some  of  his  friends,  he  continued  to  labour  to  the  end  as  a  Free  Church 
minister  among  a  large  population,  among  which  he  faithfully  broke  the  bread  of 
life.  It  will  be  no  easy  matter,  in  many  respects,  to  fill  Mr.  M'Leod's  place  in  the 
Outer  Hebrides.  Another  of  our  departed  ministers  is  the  Rev.  Donald  Corbet,  of 
Kinlochbervie,  in  Sutherland.  Mr.  Corbet  was  settled  in  Kinlochbervie  in  1864, 
but  had  long  ministered  in  various  stations  previously,  and  ministered  with  accept* 
ance.  He  was  a  sound  divine,  preached  well,  and  won,  by  the  consistency  of  his  life, 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  those  among  whom  he  laboured.  It  is  difficult  for 
others  differently  situated  to  understand  how  much  force  of  character  as  well  ss 
Christian  zeal  it  needs  in  places  so  isolated  as  Mr.  Corbet's  charge  to  keep  a  minister 
from  becoming  indifferent  or  desponding  in  his  work.  He  is  far  from  other  ministers, 
and  often  far  from  the  mass  of  his  flock.  Mr.  Corbet  was  a  man  of  considerable 
literary  attainments,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  religious  history  of  the  Highlandi. 
Another  minister  has  been  removed  in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Alexander  Mackintosh, 
of  Paisley  Free  Gaelic  Church,  a  younger  man  than  any  of  the  others,  bnt  a  man  of 
real  worth,  of  good  business  habits,  and  of  most  consistent  Christian  character.  The 
Church  has  lost  a  valuable  minister  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Mackintosh.  The  last  of 
those  taken  away  from  us  is  one  nearly  related  to  myself — a  brother  beloved — the 
Rev.  Simon  Fraser  M'Lauchlan,  of  Cawdor.  I  feel  the  delicacy  of  referring  to  a 
case  like  his,  but  I  am  sure  that  I  will  be  accused  of  no  bias  more  than  justly  iavoor* 
able,  when  I  say  that  he  was  a  faithful  minister  of  the  New  Testament,  a  man  of 
culture  and  grace,  who  joined  with  unswerving  consistency  in  the  Disruption  testi- 
mony, suffered  much  in  its  behalf,  and  adhered  to  it  firmly  to  the  end.  None  thit 
knew  him  would  deny  that  he  was  in  many  respects  a  model  of  a  Ctiristian  minister. 
(Applause.) 

To  advert  for  a  little  to  the  bosiness  of  the  committee  for  the  last  year.  The 
committee  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  matter  of  sanctioned  charges,  but  usually  when 
Tacant  they  are  applied  to  to  provide  a  supply  of  ordinances  for  such  charges.  This 
is  often  a  matter  of  some  difllculty,  more  especially  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  eacn 
congregation  wishes  to  have  the  best  men  that  can  be  got.  The  best  men  tre 
usually  picked  up  very  soon,  aiid  the  committee  are  obliged  to  afford  such  help  t« 
they  have  at  their  disposal.  Congregations  are  also  averse  to  having  vacant  S*l^ 
baths,  but  with  the  present  supply  of  probationers,  and  the  number  of  applicitions 
made,  it  is  not  to  be  avoided,  and  congregations  most  just  bear  their  share  of  the 
general  inconvenience.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  report  that  twelve  settlements  hsre 
taken  place  during  the  last  year — a  larger  number  than  usual.  It  may  be  interesiio? 
to  the  Assembly  to  know  that  ten  of  tliese  were  of  probationers,  and  that  every  c»U 
was  unanimous.  This  shows  that  our  Highland  congregations  are  not  so  tronble- 
some  as  some  of  our  friends  suppose.  There  are  thirteen  vacancies  now,  some  of 
them  in  large  and  important  congregations.    The  friends  of  the  Free  Church  in  the 
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Highlands  cannot  bat  hope  and  pray  that  these  yacancies  may  be  well  filled  np. 
Xerer  had  the  Highlands  more  need  of  an  efficient  ministrj.  In  their  present 
transition  state  they  have  need  of  leaders  who  can  judge  wisely  of  what  Israel  ought 
to  do.  The  stations  on  the  committee's  roll  number  thirty-nine.  Of  these  eighteen 
are  regular  stations,  and  twenty.one  are  entered  as  miscellaneous.  These  stations 
are  the  principal  fields  of  the  committee's  operations.  A  glance  at  the  list  of  them 
&8  seen  in  the  report  will  show  how  wide  is  the  space  they  occupy,  and  how  important 
a  place  they  fill.  One  of  them  is  St.  Kilda,  which  this  church  has  supplied  with 
ordinsnees  for  many  jears  at  an  expense  of  £80  a  year,  part  of  which  is  furnished  by 
an  endowment.  The  Society  for  Propagatiog  Christian  Knowledge  have  a  fund  at 
their  disposal  for  supplying  a  minister  to  St.  Kilda,  which  has  been  in  abeyance,  and 
BO  doabt  accumulating,  for  the  last  thirty-seyen  years.  Would  it  not  be  a  just  and 
equitable  thing  that  they  handed  that  money  over  to  nsl  It  would  unquestionably 
Tieid  a  handsome  allowance  to  the  minister.  Other  stations  will  be  found  scattered 
orerthe  country  which  are  full  of  interest.  At  some  of  them  new  churches  have 
recently  been  built,  as  Struan,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dunkeld;  Acharacle,  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Hull ;  Croick,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Tain ;  and  Arasaig,  in  the  Presby* 
tery  of  Abertarfif.  These  new  churches,  free  of  debt  as  they  nearly  are,  are  indi. 
cations  of  life  and  energy  among  our  people.  At  Dalwhlnnie,  in  the  heart  of  the 
Grampians,  we  employ  a  student  during  the  summer  months  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  large  number  of  strangers  brought  there  by  the  shooting  and  the  fishing  in 
the  locslity.  The  congregations  at  the  herring  fishing  stations  at  Peterhead, 
Fraserburgh,  Wick,  and  elsewhere,  as  well  as  those  on  the  Irish  coast,  were  large 
and  interesting,  and  we  cannot  but  believe,  from  the  reports  of  the  deputies,  that 
good  has  been  done.  Thousands  congregate  to  hear  the  Word.  The  number  of 
presehers  for  the  supply  of  these  stations  is  much  less  than  is  desirable.  The 
vhole  number  on  the  committee's  roll  is  eighteen,  with  three  ordained  ministers. 
Of  these,  three  have  been  licensed  since  last  Assembly.  The  committee  are  glad 
to  report  that  there  is  the  prospect  of  some  students  being  licensed  this  year.  Even 
with  this  addition,  however,  the  demand  for  the  services  of  probationers  is  such  that 
the  committee  will  barely  have  a  sufficient  number  to  supply  all  the  stations  and 
other  vacancies.  In  addition  to  probationers,  students  have  been  employed  in 
various  places.  These  have  generally  proved  very  acceptable.  Indeed  the  com> 
mittee  could  not  have  accomplished  one  half  of  their  work  without  availing  them- 
Hhn  of  their  services.  In  the  accounts  the  students  are  classed  with  the  catechists, 
which  serves  to  raise  the  sum  charged  for  the  salaries  of  catechists  to  a  much  larger 
amount  than  would  otherwise  appear.  These  student-missionaries  are  doing  good 
work  for  the  Chnrch,  and  acquiring  valuable  experience  for  themselves  as  looking 
iorward  to  the  gospel  ministry. 

As  to  the  supply  of  students,  the  committee  has  again,  as  usual,  to  acknowledge 
obligations,  and  great  obligations,  to  the  Ladles'  Associations  in  E  iinburgh,  Glangow, 
and  elsewhere  for  the  Religious  Improvement  of  the  Remote  Highlands.  These 
associations  are  meeting  with  special  difficulties  in  carrying  on  their  work.  The 
pablie  schools  are  costly,  and  every  means  are  employed  to  draw  the  pupils  to  them 
in  order  to  secure  the  Government  grants.  This  cannot  be  hindered,  but  there  are 
namerona  localities  still  where  our  schools  may  be  userul,  and  even  now  there  are 
about  sixty  students  looking  forward  to  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  employed.  To 
Uiis  Abercrombie  and  her  excellent  coadjutor,  Miss  Rainy,  as  well  as  to  tlie  ladies 
in  Glasgow  who  have  taken  up  the  work  of  the  late  Mrs.  Crichton,  we  owe  a  large 
debt  of  obligation.  Their  supporters  in  London,  Liverpool,  Perth,  Dundee,  Aber- 
deen, and  elsewhere,  are  also  doing  us  a  great  service.  May  the  Lord  richly  reward 
them. 

I  must  advert  in  a  word  to  the  generous  action  of  Mr.  Mackinnon  of  Balnakill 
And  his  friends  in  favour  of  our  Church  extension  charges.  It  is  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  Assembly  that  these  gentlemen  have  for  several  years  provided  a  supplement 
for  the  Church  extension  ministers  in  the  Highlands,  raising  the  stipends  of  married 
men  to  £160,  and  of  single  men  to  £120.  This  has  been  a  most  generous  and 
Jiceeptable  benefaction,  and  entitled  the  donors  to  the  best  thanks  of  the  Church. 
Long  may  these  gentlemen  be  spared  with  both  the  will  and  the  ability  to  do  such 
things  for  the  cause  of  Christ.  The  Binny  Webster  Fund  has  been  dealt  with 
according  to  directions  of  the  late  excellent  donor. 
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It  has  afforded  £11  for  last  year  to  each  of  thirtj-foar  ministers  recommended 
bj  their  Presbyteries,  and  otherwise  judged  to  be  of  the  number  intended  in  the 
will  of  Mr.  Binny  Webster.  The  fund  is  likely  to  turn  oat  larger  than  was  antici- 
pated, and  the  committee  have  found  themselves  able  for  this  year  to  raise  the 
allowance  to  £12.  This  is  a  source  of  much  satisfaction  to  the  committee.  This 
sum  will  be  paid  half-yearly,  half  now  and  half  at  Martinmas. 

The  endowment  scheme  is  referred  to  in  the  report.  This  fund  has  not  made 
any  great  progress,  though  no  fund  has  been  a  more  real  benefit  to  poor  chargefl. 
There  are  twenty  of  such  endowments  now  in  the  Church,  and  consequently  tweotj 
ministers,  when  otherwise  they  could  not  exist.  The  whole  endowment  food 
amounts  at  this  date  to  £17,603.  The  committee  took  action  during  the  year  in  a 
matter  of  considerable  public  interest — a  census,  in  connection  with  the  naUonil 
census,  of  the  Qaelic-speaking  population  of  Scotland.  It  was  thought  to  be  s 
subject  of  Tery  considefable  interest  to  all  engaged  in  promoting  the  religious  sod 
educational  wellbeing  of  the  Highlands,  while  students  of  ethnology  and  philology 
would  derive  from  the  results  most  interesting  and  valuable  information.  The  com- 
mittee, so  early  as  April  1880,  memorialised  Her  Majesty's  (Government  on  the 
subject,  and  it  was  thought  that  as  the  concession  of  a  similar  census  was  made  to 
the  Irish  in  1861,  there  would  be  no  diflSculty  about  a  census  for  the  Highlsnds  ia 
1881.  The  memorial  of  the  committee  was  followed  by  memorials  from  Celtic 
societies  in  Inverness  and  Glasgow,  while  the  matter  was  mooted  in  Parliament  by 
Mr.  Fraser- Mackintosh,  M.P.  for  the  Inverness  Burghs.  Difficulties  were,  however, 
made  by  the  Government,  for  what  reason  it  is  hard  to  understand,  unless  it  be  the 
difficulty  that  the  Anglo-Saxon  uniformly  finds  in  understanding  anything  that  has 
to  do  with  the  national  feelings  of  the  Celt.  It  would  have  been  well  for  the  Celtio 
races  in  the  three  kingdoms  if  there  had  been  less  of  this  among  English  statesmen. 
After  a  long  delay,  the  concession  was  latterly  made,  but  clogged  with  the  eonditioa 
that  no  name  was  to  be  inserted  in  the  census  paper  but  that  of  a  penon  speakio; 
Gaelic  habitually.  No  remonstrance  was  sufficient  to  change  this  unnecessary  and 
unprofitable  addition  to  the  census  paper.  The  object  with  ns  was  to  know  the 
number  of  Gaelic-speaking  people,  which  has  not  been  attained  even  approximatelj, 
and  we  shall  only  be  able  to  know  with  some  degree  of  accuracy,  and  less,  I  fear, 
than  we  would  wish,  the  number  of  those  who  make  use  of  the  language  in  eonneo* 
tion  with  their  daily  life.  We  shall  not  be  able,  however,  to  form  an  accorate 
judgment  on  the  subject  of  the  Gaelic  census  until  we  see  the  results. 

With  regard  to  the  general  state  of  the  Church  in  the  Highlands,  there  has  aot 
been  much  change  to  report  The  most  hopeful  thing  is  connected  with  the  state  of 
religion,  which  seems  to  h&re  had  a  measure  of  revival  in  several  distriets.  It  is 
not  easy  at  this  distance  to  judge  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  Hebrides,  but  men 
themselves  sound  in  the  faith  and  of  solid  judgment  have  reported  with  confidence 
that  there  has  been  a  genuine  work  of  grace  in  Stomoway,  in  parts  of  North  Uij<» 
in  Oban,  Mull,  Kilchronan,  and  elsewhere.  Would  that  this  work  were  to  spread, 
and  to  Jncreaae  in  depth  and  powoz.  It  is  what  we  need  in  the  Highlands  and  Lov* 
lands,  and  would  be  the  true  remedy  for  most  of  the  evils  that  aflfect  us  as  a  Ohoreh* 
I  desire  very  earnestly  to  commend  our  work  to  the  prayers  of  the  Church.  Utj 
the  presence  of  the  God  of  Israel  be  with  us.  (Applause.)  Dr.  M'Lanchlan,  after 
presenting  his  report,  stated  that,  owing  to  his  growing  years  and  diminishifi^ 
strength^  he  did  not  feel  that  he  was  able  longer  to  continue  without  assistanee  t:je 
work  of  the  convenership  of  this  committee.  He  had  been  seven-and-twenty  yeftrs 
in  the  covenership  of  this  committee — twenty-six  years  as  convener,  and  one  year  as 
Tice-convener  under  Dr.  Candlish ;  and  he  was  now  going  to  ask  the  Church  either 
to  relieve  him  of  the  work  altogether,  or  to  provide  some  assistance  for  him.  U« 
would  like,  if  it  should  be  the  will  of  the  Church,  to  be  able  still  to  nurse  a  few  of 
the  schemes  in  connection  with  this  committee — (applause) — but  he  must  reqaeat 
the  Assembly  to  give  him  help  with  the  work  of  the  convenership,  or  he  would  be 
oompelled  to  resign  it  altogether. 

Principal  BAINT  said  he  had  been  asked  by  Dr.  M'Lauchlan  to  move  the  adop- 
tion of  this  report,  and  in  doing  so  he  referred  to  the  responsibility  lying  upon  the 
Free  Church  of  Scotland  in  connection  with  the  position  they  occupied  in  the  High- 
lands and  Islands.  In  many  other  parts  "of  the  country,  if  they  should  fail  to  perform 
their  duty,  there  were  other  influences  and  other  Churches  at  work  which  would,  t» 
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M  extent,  make  up  for  their  failure ;  bat  there  were  large  portions  of  the  High- 
idaaiid  lalanda  in  which,  if  there  should  be  anything  like  a  blight  on  their  spiritual 
t  u  a  Chnreb,  it  would  be  a  very  deadly  calamity,  indeed — a  very  great  and  sore 
L  The  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  therefore,  ought  to  feel  its  responsibility  in 
ikiDg,  by  prayer  and  faith,  to  be  and  do  what  the  Church  of  Christ  should  be  and 
te  its  adherents,  situated  as  their  adherents  were  in  the  Highlands.  (Applause.) 
rhaps  they  sometimes  failed  fully  to  realise  as  they  ought  to  do  how  much  they 
ed  as  a  Church  to  the  country.  How  often  did  they  iind  that  the  ablest,  the  most 
elligent,  the  most  helpful,  and  the  most  efTective  of  their  individual  men  were 
tt  who»e  Christianity  and  whose  loyalty  to  the  Free  Church,  whose  character,  in 
fsr  as  Free  Church  principles  were  in  their  blood  and  bone,  had  been  nursed  in 
aUeaontry  congregations.  (Applause.)  And  if  that  was  true  generally,  he  had 
Bt  often  struck  with  finding  how  much  of  thoroughly  loyal,  intelligent,  large- 
iftcd  Free  Chnrchism  was  embodied  in  men  who  now  belonged  to  the  Lowlands, 
hsvio^  become  partakers  of  the  commercial  activity  of  the  Lowlands,  but  who 
1  at  the  heart  of  their  character  recollections,  impressions,  and  convictions,  and 
iBories  that  were  nursed  in  Highland  homes.  (Applause.)  Referring  to  Dr. 
Luehlan*s  request  to  be  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  convenership  of  the  committee, 
.Katej  proceeded  to  pass  a  high  eulogism  on  the  manner  in  which  Dr.  M'Lauchlan 
dfwaomany  years  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  the  committee,  dwelling  on 
■  wsaderfnl  knowledge  of  the  Highlands,  and  of  all  who  were  likely  to  assist  in 
i»oHs§'  Christian  work  in  the  Highlands,  on  his  constant  industry,  and  on  his 
UisfDess  at  all  times — while  attending  to  the  duties  of  his  own  congregation  most 
eeesifolly — to  lay  his  mind  continuously  under  the  burden  of  administering  the 
•fc  of  the  committee  of  which  he  was  convener.  He  could  assure  Dr.  M'Lauchlan, 
tho  name  of  the  Church,  very  cordially  of  the  regard  and  honour  in  which  he  was 
Id  by  the  Church ;  and  that  the  Church  would  not  willingly  dispense  with  his 
nieet  as  convener  of  the  committee,  though  they  would  at  once  respond  to  his  call 
rttsistanee  in  the  work.  There  was  not  time  at  present  to  consult  as  to  any 
lasnent  arrangement,  and  what  he  had  to  propose  was  that,  for  one  year,  Dr. 
'Laidilan  should  be  requested  to  make  use  of  any  member  of  the  committee 
Urn  be  chose  to  assist  him  until  a  more  permanent  arrangement  could  be  made, 
t  would  therefore  move  the  following  as  the  deliverance  of  the  Assembly  : — "  The 
■nablj  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  espe- 
illy  to  its  convener.  The  Assembly  gratefully  recognise  the  eminent  services 
kidi  have  been  rendered  to  the  Free  Church  in  connection  with  the  committee  for 
sif  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  by  Dr.  M'Lauchlan.  They  deeply  regret  to  learn 
at  the  declining  strength  incident  to  advancing  years  renders  it  impossible  for  Dr. 
>bmchlan  to  continue  unaided  the  manifold  labours  devolving  on  the  convener 
'  lUs  committee.  The  Assembly,  sensible  of  the  value  of  the  convener's  services, 
amatly  desire  their  continuance,  as  far  as  he  may  be  able  to  render  them,  and 
Ubirise  and  desire  him  to  employ  such  assistance  as  he  may  require  in  carrying 
i  the  work  of  the  committee  during  the  present  year.'*    (Applause.) 

Br.  WILSON,  in  seconding  Dr.  Rainy 's  motion,  said  the  Assembly  must  feel 
Mp  regret  at  the  announcement  made  by  the  convener  of  the  committee,  though 
lat  bad  not  come  upon  them  unexpectedly  or  too  early.  His  conviction  was  that 
id  It  not  been  for  his  love  for  the  Highlands,  and  his  love  for  the  work  of  this 
waitrce  in  which  the  Highland  population  were  so  deeply  concerned.  Dr. 
I'Lsoehlan  would  before  this  time  have  made  the  statement  he  had  now  submitted 
•  the  boose.  He  was  confident  of  this,  that  the  General  Assembly  not  only  recog- 
iMi  tbe  eminent  services  of  Dr.  M'Lauchlan  in  time  past,  but  the  desirableness,  as 
■fas  bis  remaining  strength  would  admit  of  it,  of  retaining  these  services  for  the 
iMit  of  the  Celtic  population.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  HACOILLITRAY,  Roseburn,  suggested  that  Principal  Rainy  should  be 
■Kimted  with  Dr.  M'Lauchlan  in  the  convenership  of  the  committee,  stating  that 
is  was  tbe  general  wish  of  the  Highland  miuisterd,  and  referred  to  the  noble  ser- 
6e  Dr.  M'Lauchlan  had  rendered  to  the  Church. 

Mr.  STUART  GRAY,  of  Kinfauns,  spoke  of  the  strong  hold  the  Free  Church  had 

tbe  p«ople  of  the  Highlands.  Any  one  who  visited  the  Highlands  would  see 
Mlbcr  tbe  Established  Church  was  well  attended  or  not.  A  few  friends  of  his  who 
ntiaio  an  Established  church  iu  the  Highlands  found  that  they  more  than  doubled 
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the  congregation.  (Applanse  and  laughter.)  He  considered  that  the  work  carried 
on  by  this  committee  was  prodoctiye  of  beneficial  resulta  in  many  ways,  and  instanced 
the  provision  made  for  preaching  to  the  fishermen  engaged  in  herring  fishing  st 
different  parts  of  the  coast,  where  the  arrival  of  the  ministers  or  agents  was  always 
welcomed,  and  also  commended  the  employment  of  probationers  or  students  in  these 
districts  of  the  Highlands  to  which  summer  visitors  from  England  and  onr  laige 
towns  resorted,  as  affording  the  only  means  of  preaching  the  gospel  and  spiritatl 
teaching.  In  regard  to  the  retirement  of  Dr.  M'Liiachlan  he  considered  that,  when 
the  history  of  the  Highlands  of  the  present  century  came  to  be  written,  the  name  of 
Dr.  M'Lauchlan  would  be  connected  with  it  as  one  who  had  done  all  he  conld  for  its 
welfare,  and  as  one  who  was  held  in  high  respect  throughout  the  Highlands.  (Ap- 
planse.) He  joined  heartily  in  the  appeal  to  the  Church  to  strengthen  the  hands  of 
the  committee. 

Dr.  MACK  AT,  Inverness,  also  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  work  of  the  Free 
Church  in  the  Highlands,  and  bore  his  testimony  to  the  great  services  Dr.  M'lAnchlsn 
had  rendered  to  the  committee. 

Dr.  ELDER,  Rothesay,  appealed  to  the  Assembly  to  deliver  the  committee  from 
its  present  embarrassment  He  called  attention  to  the  fact  mentioned  in  the 
report,  that  the  committee,  owing  to  the  deficiency  in  their  funds,  had  been  eon* 
pel  led  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  their  agents  rather  than  curtail  their  operations. 
This,  he  said,  was  surely  a  course  which  the  Assembly  must  deeply  regret^  and 
which  ought  to  be  rendered  unnecessary  as  soon  as  possible.  The  awakened  state 
of  the  people  in  several  Highland  districts,  as  now  reported  to  the  Assembly,  should 
specially  commend  this  object  to  the  friends  of  true  religion.  He  cordially  hoped  thst 
Dr.  Rainy  would  consent  to  act  as  joint  convener  of  the  committee,  and  expressed 
deep  sympathy  with  Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  who  has  so  ably  and  so  long  discharged  his 
duties  as  convener. 

Mr.  FBASEB,  Rosskeen,  said — ^I  have  heard  it  remarked  as  anomalous,  thai 
members  from  the  Highlands  seldom  addressed  this  house  on  this  subject,  in  whick 
they  had  so  deep  an  interest  This  is  to  be  accounted  for,  not  from  want  of  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Highland  Committee,  but  from  theirnative  modesty.  There  is  net 
a  more  important  part  of  the  Church's  work  than  that  which  devolves  on  this  com- 
mittee. Considering  the  extent  of  the  territory  and  the  diversified  nature  of  tlie 
claims  devolving  upon  them,  the  field  embraces  almost  half  the  surface  of  Scotland. 
The  last  census  shows  a  vast  decrease  in  the  population  of  onr  Highland  parishes, 
but  still  there  are  from  150,000  to  200,000  who  prefer  to  listen  to  the  Word  ia 
their  mother  tongue.  From  the  period  of  the  Disruption  to  whom  have  they  looked 
for  gospel  ordinances!  Has  it  not  been  to  the  Free  Church  t  and  nobly  has  she 
come  to  their  help.  Indeed  it  would  appear  as  if  the  Established  Church  was  pr^ 
pared  to  give  up  the  Gaelic  in  Highland  parishes,  seeing  their  efforts  in  that  wsy 
has  done  so  little  to  bring  back  the  Highlanders.  In  proof  of  this,  that  Chordi 
has  sanctioned  the  induction  of  ministers  who  cannot  speak  Gaelic  to  Gaelic- 
speaking  parishes.  In  the  Glasgow  Assembly  of  1848  my  predecessor,  Kr. 
Carment,  said,  '*A\\  the  residuaries  of  Ross-shire  could  at  present  be  essilj 
accommodated  in  a  tolerably-sized  room ;  and  so  far  as  I  can  learn  a  tolerably- 
sized  barn  would  accommodate  all  the  Gaelic  hearers  attending  any  Sabbath  the 
thirty -one  charges  of  the  Established  Church  in  the  Synod  of  Boss.  I  heartily  enter 
into  the  interim  arrangement  proposed  to  meet  the  request  of  the  convener  in  bis 
present  state  of  health.  I  cannot  conceive  anything  that  would  gladden  his  hesit 
more  than  to  see  a  good  balance  at  the  end  of  the  year.  It  was  painful  to  have 
doers  of  usefulness  claiming  the  assistance  of  the  committee,  and  to  be  compelled  to 
refuse  them,  so  as  not  to  overdraw  its  accounts.  The  temporary  arrangement  gives 
time  to  the  Church  to  show  how  much  she  has  valued  the  services  of  Dr.  M'LauehUn 
for  the  last  twenty-seven  years.  Our  convener  is  naturally  sensitive,  and  I  hope  bis 
feelings  will  be  consulted.  What  a  monument  to  his  services  the  £18,000  of  endow- 
ments. In  pleading  the  claims  of  the  committee,  let  me  conclude  with  the  request 
of  the  convener — let  me  ask  the  prayers  of  the  Church  for  times  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord  over  all  our  borders,  that  the  Lord  of  the  Harvest  voald 
thrust  forth  labourers,  men  for  the  times,  Spirit-taught,  Spirit-filled,  Spirit-chosea 
ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ    Then  will  onr  Church  prosper  ;  then  will  her 
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libeboilded,  her  batilemenU  manned  with  faithful  watchmen,  and  her  hosts  mas- 
id,  nameroQi  and  infincible,  for  the  world's  battle  and  the  Cburcirs  final  victory. 
Principal  RAINY,  having  stated  in  regard  to  tbe  suggestion  made  that  he  should 
9cpt  the  office  of  joint-convener,  that  this  matter  should  be  allowed  to  lie  la 
Kjaaee  for  another  year,  the  report  was  unauimously  adopted* 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

Dr.  ADAH  gave  in  the  Beport  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee.  In  the  coarse 
a  long  and  interesting  address,  he  said  there  were  33  mission  stations,  drawing 
anl  grants  of  £40  from  the  committee.  As  these  grew  in  numbers  and  resources 
ef  rote  to  the  rank  of  ministerial  charges,  though  some  simply  supplied  felt  wants 
thi  districts  where  thej  were  situated,  and  from  the  limited  population  or  other 
could  hardlj  look  forward  to  becoming  regul  ir  congregations.  Ouly  one  had 
added  since  last  Assembly,  and  it  had  features  of  special  interest,  viz ,  Sand- 
in  Aberdeenshire.  After  giving  some  information  regarding  this  station, 
r.  Adam  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  territorial  department,  in  which  he  said  there 
ngix  misaiona  of  this  class,  the  grants  being  double  the  amount  of  those  given  to 
linarj  eztenaion  stations.  Regarding  new  missions.  Dr.  Adam  said — Ttro  new 
«as have  been  added — Keppocbbill,  Glasgow;  and  Easter  Road,  Ediuburuh.  The 
nMT,  matii  lately  a  Congregational  Mission,  conducted  by  the  West  Church,  is 
mUd  in  a  district  already  popnlous,  and  which  will  grow  as  trade  improves  and 
f  dtj  extends.  It  has  an  iron  church,  and  the  members  number  86.  The  latter, 
iter  Boad,  is  ander  the  charge  of  Mr.  Pirie,  well  known  for  his  successful  labours 
tkt  Cowgate.  Though  he  has  been  only  a  few  months  at  work,  146  lately  joined 
tkt  first  eommnnion ;  and  there  is  already  a  Sabbath  school  of  250,  taught  by 
ISHM  belonging  to  the  congregation  itself.  Collecting  for  the  Sustentation  Fund 
I  hopefally  b^g;an,  and  a  site  for  the  church  has  been  secured.  There  could 
tHj  be  a  more  promising  commencement.  It  is  matter  of  regret  that  this  im- 
rtant  district  was  not  occupied  some  years  sooner,  for  not  a  few  have,  in  conse- 
CMS  of  the  neglect,  joined  other  communions,  who  would  have  greatly  contributed 
the  life  and  strength  of  such  a  movement.  There  are  twenty-five  territorial 
■gfs.  Two  of  them — Dowanvale  and  Bainsford — have  had  excellent  churches 
Mted  ia  the  eonrse  of  the  year.  The  annual  schedules  were  not  returned  in  time 
siait  of  any  account  of  them  being  laid  before  the  Assembly,  but  those  con- 
etod  with  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  were  reported  on  by  the  local  committee, 
i  Ihey  exhibit  some  gratifying  results.  Of  the  12  congregations  in  question,  3 
m  a  decrease  of  nnmbers  to  the  extent  of  84,  including  one  long  vacant  and 
Mulooslj  aitnated,  and  nine  show  an  increase  to  the  number  of  277.  The  let 
tfsfs  are  not  always  stated,  but  in  particular  cases  we  find  them  given  as  374, 
C,  419,  500,  560  ;  and,  in  judging  of  these  figures,  we  must  remember  how 
reidy  the  times  have  been  pressing  on  the  working  classes.  Tlie  attendance 
ths  piayer  meeting  is  often  extremely  good— 50,  70.  80,  85,  155.  170,  200. 
me  art  405  Sabbath  school  teachers,  4649  pupils,  and  625  visitors  and  tract  dis- 
btlois.  The  finances  are,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory,  though  we  should  like  to  see 
I  Ssstentation  returns  larger  both  absolutely  and  in  relation  to  the  congregaiional 
lis.  One  of  these  charges,  Cunningham  Church,  has  within  a  few  years  risen 
■  aothing  to  soch  a  position  of  strength  that  it  is  able  to  dispense  with  the  Home 
■rion  grant,  and,  to  its  credit,  it  has  spontaneously  come  forward  and  intimated 
li  to  the  eommittee. 

Wc  haye  here  one  of  the  most  successful  and  inspiring  specimens  of  territorial 
isriiD  enterprise,  and  of  course  the  result  is  largely  owing  to  the  wisdom  and 
fetodneas  of  the  minister.  Congregational  missions  come  next  in  order.  There 
>  86  of  these,  65  of  them  conducted  by  students,  and  23  by  probationers  or 
schists.  The  evangelistic  agencies  consist  of  the  six  deputies  appointed  annually 
Iks  Assembly,  the  brethren  who  are  sent  to  labour  at  a  number  of  stations  on 
teast  and  west  coasts  during  the  herring  fishing  season,  and  the  lay  evangelists 
pbyed  by  the  committee.  There  is  abundant  evidence  that  no  small  blessing 
sUended  these  special  efforts.  Congregations  have  been  quickened,  ministers 
deaed  and  depressed  have  had  their  hearts  stirred  and  their  hands  strengthened; 
tka  inritation  to  the  great  supper  has  been  carried,  as  it  could  not  otherwise 
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liare  been,  into  the  streets  and  lanes,  the  highways  and  hedges.  I  was  not  a 
lit  tie  struck  when  lately  visiting  a  remote  station  to  be  received  not  as  a  stranger, 
hut  ns  an  old  friend,  becmae  of  mj  having  been  there  as  an  evangelistic  deputy  in 
1846,  that  is  85  years  ago.  I  was  told  what  my  text  had  been,  and  how  I  fa&d 
illustrated  it,  all  of  which  had  been  forgotten  by  myself,  but  waa  thaa  vividly  aud 
most  pleasantly  recalled.  The  Miners'  Mission  Department  is  one  of  great  intereei 
and  importance.  Various  grants  have  been  made  for  building^  during  the  year,  a 
for  a  new  church  at  Holytown,  a  hall  at  Stonefield,  and  manses  at  Clelaad  and 
BiillieHfon.  Bjt  the  chief  assistance  is  given  in  support  of  a  living  agency.  Toe 
former  allowances  to  ministers  and  missionaries  have  been  continued,  and  some  nev 
ones  have  been  sanctioned,  as  will  be  found  detailed  in  the  report*  A  work  is  thus 
carried  on  in  various  mining  centres  which,  but  for  this  special  branch  of  our  scheme, 
would  be  imposgible.  No  part  of  the  mission  field  is  more  necessitous,  and  no  pir. 
of  it  has  yielded  a  better  return  for  the  labour  bcatowed  and  the  expense  incurre>i 
Dr.  Adam  concluded  by  asking  the  Church  to  still  further  prosecute  home  misaioa 
work. 

Mr.  WELLS,  Glasgow,  joint-convener,  said — ^The  most  pressing  need  of  our 
Home  Mission  scheme  is  a  genuine  mission  zeal  in  all  our  congregations.  Increasing 
zeal  would  soon  reveal  that  we  have  everything  else  that  is  required  for  the  work. 
Only  an  indomitable  enthusiasm  can  remove  the  mountains  of  difficulty,  and  accom- 
plish  the  task  God  has  given  us  among  our  outcasts  A  fervourless  faith  makes  * 
poor  missionary.  It  will  never  raise  the  snnken,  for  it  will  never  earnestly  make 
the  attempt.  No  other  comer  in  Christendom  presents  a  more  interesting  and 
manageable  mission  field,  and  in  no  other  country  has  the  Church  more  ample 
resources  for  the  work;  the  masses  without  are  not  too  many  for  the  masses  within 
the  Church,  nor  are  they  sundered  by  any  hopeless  chasm.  Vft  should  have  at  I«ast 
one  earnest  worker  for  every  twenty  families  in  our  territorial  districts ;  and  Home 
Missions  thus  need  legions  of  workers,  but  the  Church  has  them,  and  holy  i&il 
would  make  them,  under  God,  successful,  and  increase  among  os  that  greatest  of 
pifts,  the  creative  spiritual  power  by  which  the  aliens  are  changed  into  diaciplei  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  will  mention  some  features  of  mission  zeal  which  acquaintance  with  not  a  fev 
successful  workers  disposes  one  most  to  emphasise.  The  first  of  these  is  sorrow — s 
sacred  and  healthy  sorrow.  This  is,  in  one  aspect,  a  very  sad  work,  and  they  vho 
are  most  in  sympathy  with  it  are  often  of  a  sorrowful  spirit.  They  know  the  fellov. 
ship  of  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  and  also  of  the  outcast.  But  familiarity  easily  bliods 
us  to  humiliating  facts,  and  takes  from  truth  all  the  powers  of  truth,  and  hence  wt 
often  fail  to  see  our  surroundings  as  strangers  sec  them.  An  elder  of  our  Church, 
who  was  a  government  officer  in  an  Indian  famine  district-,  declared  that,  on  bis 
return,  he  found  more  saddening  spectacles  in  his  own  Scotland  than  he  had  wit- 
nessed among  the  famine-stricken  heathen.  An  educated  Indian,  a  heathen,  aft«r  a 
visit  to  England,  published  a  similar  declaration.  A  German  professor,  making  s 
hurtled  visit  to  Glasgow,  was  asked  what  sights  he  most  wished  to  see.  "  Oh  I "  he 
re[>li<-d  to  me  in  tones  that  went  to  the  heart  like  a  dagger,  "  take  me  to  the  Sail- 
mnrket  first,  for  I  have  often  heard  In  my  fatherland  that  such  proofs  of  vicioui 
niih^'ry  are  not  to  be  seen  even  in  the  Seven  Dials  of  London,  or  at  the  Five  Poiots 
of  New  York."  If  we  have  not  sorrow  enough  to  drown  our  self-complacency  ar.d 
de'^p'H  our  zeal,  it  must  be  because  we  do  not  ponder  some  patent  facts.  0:r 
Vocabulary  contains  few  sadder  phrases  than  this  of  our  home  heathen.  For  who 
are  these  ragged,  misthriven  men,  women,  and  children]  One  of  John's  moil 
putlietic  laments  is,  "  He  came  to  His  own,  and  His  own  received  Him  not.**  Kor, 
our  home  heathen  are,  very  many  of  them,  as  much  Christ's  own  as  were  these  g^vi- 
less  Jews.  For  Scotland  is  regarded  both  by  Jews  and  Gentiles  as  a  sort  of  mo<!cra 
Israel  among  the  nations,  and  many  of  our  home  heathen  are  Scots,  and  Scots  bora 
and  bred  within  the  visible  Church,  and  bound  to  the  faith  by  a  pious  parentage,  a 
godly  ancestry,  and  many  other  hallowed  ties,  yet  there  they  are.  If  we  realise  oar 
environment  we  shall  be  like  the  modern  Jews  whose  every  prayer  is  tinged  wiih 
sorrow  for  the  desolations  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem.  They  dared  not  take  the  number 
of  the  godless  as  the  measure  of  the  Church's  unfaithfulness,  for  the  hearts  of  men 
were  nut  in  her  baud,  and  the  will  of  the  individual  was  mightier  far  than  all  other 
human  forces.     The  Church  in  heaven  was  faithful  when  the  evil  angels  lapsed,  and 
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it  might  not  be  wholly  the  Charch*8  fault  that  many  lapsed  from  her  communion 
now.  Still,  they  could  not  help  feeling  that  much  of  the  misery  around  them  might 
hare  been  prevented  by  a  revived  Church  doing  her  utmost  for  our  poor.  It  was 
EQoat  desirable  that  all  the  members  should  look  afresh  at  the  facts  with  their  own 
eycji,  for  the  best  mission  lessons  and  impulses  were  got  at  the  hearths  of  the 
people.  A  friend  told  me  that  a  well-known  Glasgow  merchant  and  mugistrate, 
who  claimed  to  be  an  authority  on  the  subject,  was  oilended  by  what  he  deemed  the 
eensaiional  extravagance  of  Home  Mission  appeals.  The  friend  proposed  that  they 
sboald  visit  the  mission  district  in  question  and  judge  for  themselves.  They  visited 
Gce  stair  in  the  Saltmarket.  The  merchant  was  deeply  affected,  owned  that  he  had 
misjudged  the  case,  and  became  till  the  day  of  his  death  one  of  the  most  liberal 
helpers  of  our  missions.  It  is  a  fact  that  nearly  all  Glasgow's  princely  supporters 
of  this  work  in  the  last  generation  had  been  visitors  of  the  poor  under  Dr.  Chalmers. 
PersoDsl  acqnaintance  with  the  home-life  of  the  poorest  would  correct  that  constant 
teudeacy  among  the  prosperous  to  nnder-estimate  the  necessity  for  home  missions, 
and  would  stir  the  sources  of  generous  grief  in  every  Christian  breasts  This  sacred 
Eorrowover  our  brethren  according  to  the  flesh  would  chasten  and  intensify  zeal,  and 
add  to  it  that  diffusive  quality  which  somehow  wins  its  way,  and  draws  the  most 
unpromising  into  the  fold.  For  the  Home  Mission  hand  soon  forgets  its  cunning 
when  it  is  not  moved  by  a  humbled  and  bleeding  heart,  for  great  missionaries  have 
great  sorrowi. 

The  zeal  God  seems  most  to  own  is  both  purified  by  great  sorrows  and  humanised 
by  deep  sympathy.  If  there  be  a  Home  Mission  genius  or  charm,  it  probably  lies 
in  sympathy.  Not  a  literary ,|or  oratorical,  or  sentimental  sympathy,  but  a  yearning 
fellow  feeling  with  the  wretched  in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  having  no  taint  of  mere  pity 
or  patronage,  bat  which,  rising  above  social  distinctions,  can  say,  like  Wisdom,  *'  My 
delights  are  with  the  sons  of  men."  The  most  successful  are  furnished  with  a  large 
stock  of  homely  sympathies,  and  are  strong  in  all  the  humanities.  Hence  the 
astonishing  influence  of  women  like  Sister  Dora,  Agnes  Jones,  and  others.  It  should 
be  easy  for  oa  to  sympathise  with  our  poor,  for  they  sympathise  with  us.  At  least 
the  Scotch  among  them  nsnally  bear  us  a  right  hearty  good  will,  still  share  most  of 
oar  convictions ;  their  past  is  with  us ;  their  conscience  is  with  us ;  their  heart  in 
iubestmoodais  consciously  with  us;  Bibles  and  good  books  are  among  their  prized 
heirlooms;  a  minister's  faded  portrait  is  over  the  mantelpiece;  they  are  pleased 
that  one  relative  and  another  is  influential  in  the  work  of  Christ ;  in  many  thinga 
tbey  are  yet  sound  at  the  core,  and  preserve  some  fine  features  of  the  old  Scottish 
ehineter.  But  for  strong  drink  thousands  of  tht  m  would  be  regular  worshippers 
^iih  OS.  Ton  may  call  China  or  Africa  an  outfield,  but  this  is  an  infield ;  at  least 
it  does  not  lie  far  out  from  us;  and  shall  any  one  despair  of  seeing  a  large  part  of  it 
reclaimed  1  It  would  stimulate  their  sympathy  did  they  consider  whether,  hud  they 
been  in  their  shoes,  they  should  have  fared  better  than  they  had  done.  Driven  from 
the  eoantry  to  the  city,  worried  with  many  disappointments,  beset  with  sordid  cares 
and  fears,  toiling  and  moiling  without  much  hope  of  bettering  their  lot,  feeling  lonely 
and  strange  in  their  city  churches,  and  no  friendly  Christian  visitor  to  remind  them 
of  their  better  days,  what  wonder  that  they  ceased  to  frequent  the  house  of  Qodt 
They  needed,  they  deserved  a  deep  respectful  sympathy  from  them;  and  such  sym- 
pathy did  not  go  unrewarded.  The  woman  of  Samuria  first  discovered  a  man  in 
Cbrist — not  a  harsh  Jew,  as  she  expected — and  then  in  the  man  she  discovered  the 
Kessias;  and  the  same  order  is  usually  observed  in  all  miesionary  conquests. 
Spiriioality,  however  real  and  intense,  does  not  attract  the  neglected  uuUsa  it  be 
clothed  with  hearty  humanity. 

Further,  the  zeal  that  conquers,  while  sanctified  by  Christian  sorrow  and  human- 
ized by  sympathy,  is  nourished  by  hope  of  solid  conversions.  Faith  in  presence  of 
home  heathenism  is  apt  to  lose  heart,  but  despondency  is  fatal,  and  it  is  unreason- 
able. We  must  fight  against  it,  and  argue  against  it,  and  pray  against  it,  and  live 
it  down.  For  we  must  strive  to  do  the  work  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  very  spirit 
of  Christ  In  the  days  of  His  flesh  Rome  was  incredibly  depraved,  and  the  popular 
religion  in  Palestine  was  irreligious,  yet  He  taught  His  disciples  to  see  before  them 
&nl}  a  harvest-field  waiting  to  be  reaped;  and  can  our  outlook  here  be  less  promising 
than  theirs  was  to  th«m1  Our  reports  contain  many  facts  that  should  inspire  hope 
iod  keep  up  the  heart.    They  who  have  dived  into  the  deepest  recesses  in  our  cities, 
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who  thoroaghl  J  know  the  old  and  the  yonng  among  the  neglected,  bare  nndonbtedljr 
a  more  radiant  bopefalness  than  their  neighboars  who  sanrej  the  work  at  a  dUtaoee, 
and  theorise  about  it.  Their  lives  are  brightened  with  many  a  glad  aarprise,  aod 
many  a  trophy  of  grace,  and  thus  they  preserve  the  best  home  mission  temper. 
Moreover,  a  full  faith  in  the  gospel  and  in  the  moral  and  spiritual  DAture  of  msa 
should  fortify  ns  against  despairing  of  any  human  being. 

Our  country  districts  need  and  reward  home  mission  enterprise  quite  ai  maek 
as  our  towns  do.  The  recent  census  reveals  a  depopulation  of  some  parishes  thit 
must  be  very  trying  to  many  ministers.  But  by  their  tender  and  minute  hortieultun 
our  country  brethren  may  be  doing  more  in  their  little  garden  than  we  in  the  cities 
are  doing  by  our  miscellaneous  agriculture.  Their  very  isolation  gives  them  freer 
access  to,  and  more  control  over,  what  all  the  world  knows  to  be  the  chief  storehooie 
of  Scotland's  intellectual  and  moral  power — the  youth  in  our  ooontry  cottagea.  A 
city  pastorate  is  only  one  of  many  powerful  influences  in  moulding  our  youth;  s 
country  pastorate  is  often  the  ruling  influence.  Thus  some  of  our  country  ministen 
are  securing  one  and  another  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  are  sending  to  tlie 
cities  some  of  our  best  workers.  Two  of  our  biographies  should  suggest  such  qoes- 
tions  as  these — Do  we  sufficiently  appreciate  the  Christian  possibilities  that  reside 
in  our  humblest  homes]  and  should  we  not  be  at  pains  to  make  our  humblest  people 
more  conscious  of  these  possibilities  1  Dr.  Duff  tells  that  the  impulses  that  made 
him  a  missionary  were  received  from  his  father  in  a  Highland  cottage.  The  "  Per- 
Bonal  Life  of  Dr.  Livingstone "  proves  that  it  was  really  his  mother  who,  through 
him,  did  so  much  for  the  Africans.  The  earnest  friends  of  missions  in  far  off  glens 
and  farm  steadings  might  feel  inspired  by  remembering  that  they  dwell  at  the 
perennial  fountains  of  spiritual  power  in  our  land,  and  that  their  helpful  sympaUi/ 
with  the  young  within  their  reach  might  make  them  as  great  benefactors  of  their 
race  as  was  the  father  of  Alexander  Duff,  or  the  mother  of  David  Livingstone.  They 
may  even  at  this  hour  be  laying  the  best  of  all  offerings  upon  the  altar  of  missions. 

It  is  also  very  plain  that  eminent  success  in  this  sphere  Is  in  alliance  with  s 
peculiar  stjrle  of  gospelising,  whether  in  public  or  from  house  to  house.  The  resllj 
successful  have  a  way  of  presenting  the  offers  of  mercy  to  perishing  men.  Their 
evangelising  is  inspired  by  a  hopefulness  that  is  fitted  to  awaken  hope  in  the  despsir- 
ing,  and  by  an  apostolic  courage  that  has  a  contagious  quality.  They  believe  in  a 
present  Saviour,  and  in  a  simple  unhampered  gospel,  which,  in  their  best  moments, 
they  declare  as  if  very  gladness  made  them  speak.  The  history  of  the  Church  makes 
it  probable  that  only  a  few  are  so  gifted  as  to  be  able  to  wield,  in  its  highest  degree, 
the  supreme  spiritual  power  which  would  be  as  life  from  the  dead  to  the  kiugdoa 
of  Christ.  But  we  can  all  at  least  cherish  the  mission  hunger.  We  can  act  as  thoie 
who  believe  that  this  divine  gift  is  more  to  be  coveted  than  any  other  form  of  per- 
sonal influence,  and  more  than  splendid  eloquence  or  intelleotual  ability,  more  this 
academic  or  literary  fame.  By  brooding  over  this  question  and  seeking  the  heavenly 
unction,  one  may  humbly  hope  that  the  wisdom  which  wins  souls  in  the  moit 
unlikely  quarters  shall  grow  in  the  pulpit  and  in  the  pews.  One  thing  is  certaiii, 
should  home  mission  aeal  decline  in  this  the  second  generation  of  Free  Chnrehmen, 
the  blame  cannot  be  laid  at  the  door  of  our  Church  fathers.  The  **  Life  of  Dr. 
Candlish" — and  in  this  he  fairly  represented  his  yoke-fellows — abundantly  prorei 
that  be  had  a  noble  idea  of  the  Church's  calling  among  the  poor,  and  that  he  strove 
to  realise  his  idea  with  singular  generosity.  He  gave  this  work  exactly  such  a  place 
of  honour  as  the  most  enthusiastic  missionary  would  claim  for  iL  It  is  somethis^ 
that  our  fathers  have  set  us  such  an  example,  and  have  taught  us  that  no  dif&coltie* 
or  distractions  should  turn  ns  aside  from  evangelising  the  neglected.  It  is  something 
that  they  all  so  earnestly  summon  us  to,  a  great  concern  for  the  healing  of  the  hurt 
of  our  people.  Pledged  as  we  are  in  so  many  ways  to  our  Home  Missions,  let  u 
thank  Qod  that  a  ripe  harvest-field  lies  so  near  us,  and  let  us  proclaim  from  the 
house  tops  that  every  true-hearted  harvest  worker  may  count  on  lunxst  wages  sad 
harvest  joy. 

Mr.  WATERSTON,  Dundee,  moved  that  the  report  should  be  adopted,  sad 
thanks  returned  to  the  conveners ;  that  they  express  their  pleasure  that  the  work  of 
the  committee  in  all  its  departments  had  been  carried  on,  with  so  much  efficieacj, 
notwithstanding  the  depression  of  trade  in  many  quarters,  and  that  it  gave  then 
peculiar  satisfaction  to  learn  of  the  success  of  the  mhuion ;  that  they  deeply  regret 
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cnch  &  delicieney  in  the  fandg,  and  urge  upon  the  people  the  duty  of  giving  more 
liberally  for  a  caase  which  was  so  bound  up  in  the  past  history  of  the  Church,  and 
vhich  had  proved  of  io  much  blesaing  both  in  town  and  country  throughout  the 
vhole  land.  In  referring  to  the  important  work  of  the  Home  Mission,  Mr.  Water- 
ttoQ  alluded  to  the  grand  and  costly  churches  which  were  now  erected.  He  was 
Lot  sore  but  that  some  of  their  churches  were  too  fine  for  their  working  men. 
Ttiere  was  a  rage  for  all  those  things  that  satisfied  the  eye  of  man,  and  seemed  to 
speak  something  like  complaisant  praises  for  those  who  had  plenty  of  money  to  bestow 
oa  these  things.     Our  great  work  is  to  build  up  the  spiritual  temple  of  the  Lord. 

Mr.  OAULT,  Glasgow,  in  supporting  the  motion  for  the  adoption  of  the  Home 
Miidion  report,  adverted  to  the  Tast  "miscellaneous"  population  of  Scotland. 
There  was  a  large  number  of  Irish  Protestants  in  danger  of  lapsing  from  ordi- 
haoces,  and  a  numerous  body  of  Roman  Catholics  as  to  whose  conversion  we 
cliould  entertain  a  lively  hope.  There  was  much  to  encourage  us  to  go  forward. 
Not  the  least  interesting  sight  in  Edinburgh  is  the  series  of  Free  Churched,  extend- 
ing from  Holyrood  to  the  West  Port,  and  working  most  successfully  among  the 
lowest  strata  of  our  metropolitan  population. 

Bailie  DICKSON,  Glasgow,  said  that  there  were  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
people  in  rural  districts  attending  more  than  one  service  on  a  Sabbath.  His  method 
of  remedying  that  would  be  to  organize  a  series  of  district  seryices,  which  he  thought 
would  be  an  inyalnable  means  of  prosecuting  the  work  they  had  in  hand. 

The  deliverance  was  thereafter  adopted. 

DBGBEEa  IV  ABIB. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH  laid  on  the  table  the  report  of  the  Committee 
anent  Degrees  in  Arte.  This  committee,  the  report  stated,  originated  in  an  overture 
from  the  Edinburgh  Presbytery^  referring  to  the  restrictions  on  the  granting  of 
degrees  in  Arts  by  the  Scottish  nniversiUes,  by  which  degrees  could  be  conferred 
only  upon  students  who  hare  attended  a  certain  number  of  university  classes. 
Tbeie  were  two  eases  in  which  this  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the 
?ree  Church.  The  Church  was  perfectly  free  to  dispense  alike  with  degrees  and 
attendance  on  classes,  or  to  accept  attendance  on  extra-academical  classes,  or  to 
iostitote  examinations,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  possession  of  adequate  knowledge  of 
the  labjects,  howsoever  or  wheresoerer  acquired.  This  was  of  course  admitted. 
Bat  the  adoption  of  such  a  course  would  involve  a  breach  of  the  relation  between 
the  Church  and  the  UnlTersities,  which  had  hitherto  subsisted  to  their  mutual 
benefit.  The  Church  liad  always  desired,  and  still  desired,  that  the  great  body  of 
her  ministry  should  be  aeademlc  men ;  and  the  committee  belieyed  that  it  would  be 
a  matter  of  regret  to  the  Free  Church  were  she  obliged  to  hare  recourse  to  the  ex- 
pedient referred  to.  The  committee  had  no  desire  that  the  character  of  the  Scottish 
ubiveitities,  as  at  once  teaching  and  testing  bodies,  should  be  abandoned.  But 
thej  ventured  to  think  that  it  might  be  advantageously  modified  to  a  eertain  extenU 
Probably  it  would  be  found  that  the  most  advantageous  arrangement  would  be 
analogous  to  that  which  has  long  obtained  in  the  medical  faculties  of  the  Scottish 
univenities  themselves,  by  which  attendance  upon  certain  licensed  lecturers  is 
allowed,  in  certain  proportions,  to  be  substituted  for  attendance  on  university  classes. 
There  were  undoubtedly  certain  subjects  embraced  in  the  arts  curriculum  which 
coold  scarcely  be  studied  with  advantage  excepting  in  such  classes  as  could  not  be 
reasonably  expected  to  be  maintained  outside  of  the  universities  themselves.  But 
there  were  other  subjeets  which  might  be  studied  extra-murally,  and  even  at  a 
dibtaace  from  the  university  seats ;  and  it  was  believed  that  the  character  and  credit 
of  the  universities,  as  degree-conferring  bodies,  would  be  to  no  extent  lowered, 
provided  it  were  ordained  that  attendance  upon  classes  where  these  subjects  should 
he  t^Dght  by  graduates  licensed  by  the  nniversity  courts  should  entitle  the  students 
to  present  themaeWes  for  examination  as  if  they  had  attended  the  corresponding 
clatses  in  the  universities.  The  Assembly  should  reappoint  the  committee,  with 
iiutroctions  to  bring  the  subject  respectfully  under  the  consideration  of  the  goTerning 
bodies  of  the  several  uniTcrsities. 

Dr.  BEGG,  in  speaking  to  the  report^  pointed  out  that  the  possession  of  a 
d^ee  in  Arts  was  of  great  value,  because  it  allowed  a  man  to  enter  the  Divinity 
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Hall,  and  anything^  that  would  in  a  legitimate  waj  factlitat«  the  poaaesaion  of  inch 
a  degree  was  likely  to  be  of  great  advantage.  He  referred  to  the  caae  of  Dr.  SasQel 
Johnson,  who  could  not  obtain  a  degree  in  Arts  notwiihatanding  his  ample  informi- 
tion,  because  he  could  not  regularly  attend  the  clasacB.  He  referred  to  the  ivi 
thousand  teachers  of  Scotland,  many  of  whom  might  be  aTailable  for  the  learned 
profesaions  if  the  object  aimed  at  were  accomplished.  He  apoke  also  of  the  impjru 
ance  of  evening  classes,  by  which  clerks  and  shopmen  might  have  the  fall  adraa. 
tagea  of  university  classes,  and  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  Church  having  pover  to 
warn  away  her  students  from  unsound  and  inBdel  professors.  He  therefore  moved 
that  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  objects  contemplated,  and  antborise  the  com* 
mittee  to  bring  the  subject  under  the  notice  of  the  authoritiea  of  the  Univerbi'irs 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  their  sanction  to  some  definite  arrangement  for  accon.. 
pushing  that  object. 

Mr  M'TAYISH,  Invemess,  seconded  the  motion. 

Hr.  R.  O.  BALFOUR,  Edinburgh,  moved  that,  considering  the  subject  had  o^t 
yet  been  sufficiently  discussed  by  the  Church,  the  Assembly  remit  the  matter  to  tiie 
committee  till  next  year. 

Mr.  K'LAUCHLAK,  Dalkeith,  seconded  the  amendment. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  which  followed,  Hr.  BaJjFOUII  altered  his  moim 
to  the  effect  that  the  Church  was  not  yet  prepared  to  take  any  action  in  the  matttr; 
whereupon  Dr.  Bzoo  remarked  that  it  must  be  understood  that  the  meaniDg  of 
Mr.  Balfour's  motion  was  that  the  committee  should  be  dismissed.  The  houie  tbea 
divided,  when  28  voted  for  the  motion  of  Dr.  Begg,  and  about  half  that  number  for 
the  amendment.    The  motion  waa  accordingly  adopted. 

JUDiaAL  FUXCTI0H8  OF  TBI  OHUBOB. 

Sir  HEKRT  MOKCREIFF  preaented  the  report  of  this  committee,  vhieh  stated 
that  in  Tiew  of  existing  cirenmstances  in  the  Church,  they  were  of  opinion  tiut 
they  should  be  discharged,  leaving  it  to  tlie  Assembly  to  reappoint  them  at  a  iuion 
time,  when  found  expedient. 

On  the  motion  of  Dr.  BEGG,  the  report  waa  adopted. 

The  Assembly  adjooined  at  ten  minutes  past  eleven  o'clock,  to  meet  sgam  aat 
morning  at  ten 


THURSDAY,  MAT  2«. 

The  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  to-day  at  ten  am.  The  first  boor  of  the  ledenat 
iras  occopied  by  a  conference  on  the  state  of  religion  and  morals. 

THX  HTMHAL. 

Mr.  ISDALB,  Glasgow,  rose  and  said  be  begged  to  give  notice  thai  when  tbe 
report  of  the  committee  apon  the  Hymnal  was  given  in,  he  would  more  aa  foUovs  :— 
M  The  General  Assembly  receive  the  report,  and  approTe  of  the  diligence  of  t^ 
committee,  and  return  thanks  to  ity  and  especially  to  the  convener ;  and  the  Abmd* 
bly  having  regard  to  the  length  of  time  that  the  subject  has  been  ander  consider*- 
lion,  the  great  number  of  returns  containing  the  opinions  of  Presbyteries  on  tbe 
draft  hymn-book  sent  down  by  last  GenerarAssembly,  tbe  large  measure  of  appronl 
exhibited  in  the  return,  and  the  careful  revision  of  the  collection  in  Tiew  of  the 
suggestions  made  by  various  Presbyteries ;  considering  also  the  widespread  desire 
manifested  in  many  of  tbe  overtures  on  its  table  for  the  speedy  issue  of  the  maoail. 
do  therefore  sanction  tbe  collection  as  revised  for  ose  in  worship,  and  they  reappoi"* 
the  committee,  with  Professor  Bruce  and  Dr.  Macmillan  conveners,  with  instruciivita 
to  proceed  with  the  publication  thereof  under  the  title  of  '  The  Free  Church  H.mdb- 
Book,'  in  convenient  form,  as  speedily  as  possible — (applanse) — and  also  the  uoe 
book  with  music,  under  the  title  of  The  Free  Chnrch  Hymn-Book,  with  TttDef,'>( 
being  understood  that  the  book  at  present  in  use  should  go  out  of  print  on  tlie 
appearance  of  Ihe  revised  and  enlarged  edition." 

THB  THEOLOaiOAL  PBOFESSOBSHIP. 

SirHENRT  MONCRElFFsaid  he  had  omitted  to  aay  yesterday  thatDr. Watts «ii 
in  no  aense  a  candidate,  seeing  that  no  member  knew  whether  he  would  accept  or  bo^ 
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Professor  BBUCE,  Glasgow,  rose  and  said — Before  Dr.  Adam  mores  the  motion 
of  which  he  has  given  notice,  I  crave  leave  to  read  the  following  protest: — "We 
protest  that  in  tiiking  part  in  the  discassion  and  vote  on  the  motion  submitted  by 
Dr.  Adam  in  the  case  of  Professor  William  Robertson  Smith,  we,  the  undersigned, 
and  others  who  may  adhere,  shall  not  be  held  as  consenting  to  the  declaration  emitted 
bj  tbe  Aesemblj  on  Tuesday  last,  or  the  competence  of  the  motion  by  which  it  is 
now  proposed  to  give  effect  to  it."  This  document  is  signed  by  127  members  of 
Asisembly,  and  I  am  prepared  to  read  the  names  to  the  Assembly,  if  it  is  dcbired. 
V'No.no.") 

Mr.  THOMSON  asked  if  this  was  to  be  recorded] 

Principal  RAINY  suggested  they  should  follow  the  precedent  of  former  cases. 
Dr.  BEGQ  said,  in  previous  cases  some  of  the  papers  were  recorded  and  eome 
liept  in  retentis ;  but  he  saw  no  objection  to  putting  this  protest  on  the  records. 
Tbt'ir  friends  should  be  allowed  to  state  their  disagreement  now  with  us  just  as  they 
could  have  done  on  Tuesday,  so  long  as  they  did  it  in  becoming  terms.  (Agreed.) 
Dr.  ADAH  rose  to  move  the  following  motion,  of  which  he  had  given  notice  : — 
"The  General  Assembly,  having  resumed  consideration  of  the  papers  transmitted 
in  the  case  of  Professor  Smith,  with  the  overtures  and  memorials,  and  having  in 
view  the  judgment  pronounced  on  Tuesday  last,  hereby  appoint  and  declare  ilmt 
from  the  thirtj-firsi  of  this  month  Professor  Smithes  tenure  of  his  chair  shall  cease 
as  regards  all  right  to  teach  and  exercise  professorial  functions  in  the  College  of 
Al^rdeen,  and  as  regards  all  ecclesiastical  rights  and  powers  grounded  on  his  pro- 
fi-ssorial  charge ;  the  Assembly  appoint  the  full  salary  meanwhile  to  continue,  leaving 
it  to  future  Assemblies,  if  need  be,  to  regulate  that  matter  as  reason  and  justice  may 
reqaire.  In  accordance  with  this  finding  the  Assembly  declare  the  chair  vacant,  and 
direct  that  tbe  usual  steps  be  taken  with  a  view  to  the  election  of  a  professor  at  next 
General  Assembly,  and  meanwhile  empower  the  College  Committee  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  instruction  of  the  classes  during  next  session.  Further,  as  regards 
orertares  from  Presbyteries  anent  the  lectures  entitled  *The  Old  Testament  in  the 
Jewish  Church/  the  General  Assembly,  while  very  far  from  being  disposed  to  treat 
lightly  the  anxieties  which  the  work  has  awakened,  yet,  considering  the  judgment 
already  arrived  at  in  regard  to  Professor  Smith,  and  considering  that  from  the  very 
recent  date  of  publication  many  members  of  Assembly  have  not  yet  had  an  oppor- 
tonity  of  studying  the  book  so  as  to  be  able  to  judge  whether  it  is  necessary  or 
expedient  to  commit  the  Church  to  a  formal  investigation  of  its  teaching;  considering 
also  that  it  is  always  open  to  the  courts  of  the  Church  to  institute  such  an  investiga- 
tion, if  on  more  mature  consideration  that  course  appears  to  be  required,  the  General 
Assembly  think  it  more  fitting  at  this  time  to  pass  from  the  overtures." 

He  sud — Before  proceeding  with  the  motion,  I  think  it  right  to  say  that  there 
has  been  a  talk  in  varions  quarters  of  other  motions  likely  to  be  proposed,  and  I 
humbly  submit  if  there  be  any  intention  of  bringing  forward  other  motions  of  a 
serious  kind,  it  would  be  but  fair  to  me  and  fair  to  the  house — (hear,  hear) — that  we 
should  know  at  the  beginning  of  the  proceedings  what  they  are.  (Hear,  hear.)  After 
a  paose — I  assnme,  then.  Moderator,  that  there  is  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  LAIRD,  Cupar — I  have  no  intention  of  bringing  a  motion  before  the 
Assembly,  bnt  I  must  say  that  in  my  view  it  stultifies  the  Assembly  altogether  to 
go  into  a  debate  and  say  we  are  not  to  get  any  light  from  the  discussion.  It  is  the 
privilege  of  any  member  of  this  Assembly  to  bring  in  a  motion  at  any  time  before 
the  reply— (hear,  hear) — and  if  that  principle  was  departed  from  in  this  house,  the 
very  object  of  discussion  is  entirely  thrown  away.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  ADAM — My  purpose  was  not  to  fetter  any  parties  in  giving  effect  to  new 
views  originated  by  the  discussion,  but  if  brethren  have  motions  already  prepared 
of  a  serious  kind,  on  which  they  wish  the  judgment  of  this  Assembly,  I  think  it  is 
not  fair  to  me  that  I  should  be  allowed  to  discuss  this  question  without  knowing 
nbat  they  are.  (Hear,  hear.)  Dr.  Adam  then  said — In  the  courtte  of  my  life  and 
ministry  I  have  had  many  painful  duties  to  discharge,  but  I  feel  that  I  never  liad 
one  more  painful  than  that  which  is  before  me  at  present  I  have  had  this  duty 
laid  upon  me  in  a  way  that  did  not  seem  to  leave  me  at  liberty  to  decline  the  dis- 
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charge  of  it,  belieTing,  as  I  do,  that  the  coarse  which  we  propose  to  follow  U  right 
and  necessary.  I  cannot  shrink  from  taking  my  own  share  of  the  responsibility  and 
of  the  odium.  I  go  forward  to  it  then,  trusting  that  I  may  have  a  wisdom  higher 
than  my  own,  and  strength  greater  than  my  own.  I  do  it,  Moderator,  fully  persuaded 
that  in  standing  here  now  I  have  the  sympathy  of  very  many  of  my  brethren — 
(hear,  hear) — and  I  surely  may  claim  the  forbearance  of  those  from  whom  I  cannoi 
look  for  sympathy.  There  is  another  preliminary  remark  1  wish  to  make,  ajid  it 
is,  that  in  supporting  this  motion  which  I  have  laid  upon  the  table  I  may  advocate 
it  in  a  way  that  does  not  commend  itself  to  many  who  may  agree  with  me  in  the 
end  to  be  accomplished.  I  shall  be  alone  responsible  for  the  statements  that  I  now 
make ;  and  what  the  members  of  this  house  will  be  committed  to  if  they  adopt  the 
motion  will  be  not  my  speech  but  the  motion  itself.  This  motion,  Moderator, 
divides  itself  into  two  parts.  One  of  these  relates  directly  to  Professor  Smith  in 
connection  with  past  proceedings,  and  the  other  has  reference  to  the  book  which  he 
has  so  lately  published.  I  shall  take  these  parts  of  the  motion  in  the  order 
in  which  they  stand  upon  the  paper.  You  observe,  then,  that  the  motion  begins  in 
this  way — "The  General  Assembly,  having  resumed  consideration  of  the  papen 
transmitted  in  the  case  of  Professor  Smith,  with  the  overtures  and  memorials,  and 
having  in  view  the  judgment  pronounced  on  Tuesday  last,  hereby  appoint  and 
declare "  to  the  following  effect.  The  motion  proceeds,  as  yon  observe,  on  the 
judgment  that  has  been  pronounced  in  the  case  already.  I  have  to  remind  yoa 
what  that  judgment  was.  It  was  that  it  is  neither  safe  nor  advantageous  that  Pro- 
fessor Smith  should  continue  to  teach  in  the  Divinity  Hall  at  Aberdeen  as  one  of  oar 
theological  professors,  and  the  Assembly,  after  adopting  it,  adjourned  its  proceedingi 
in  the  case  until  to-day,  in  order  that  now  we  might  give  effect  to  that  judgment. 
The  manner  in  which  we  propose  to  give  effect  to  it  is  then  stated  in  what  follon 
in  the  first  part  of  the  motion,  and  I  must  call  your  attention  to  the  terms  that  are 
employed,  namely,  "  Hereby  appoint  and  declare  that,  from  the  81st  of  this  montii. 
Professor  Smith's  tenure  of  his  chair  shall  cease."  You  observe  that  the  day  is  fixed 
for  the  termination  of  the  office,  and  that  is  the  31st  May.  The  reason  of  that  u 
that  we  may  not,  by  any  of  our  proceedings,  touch  Professor  Smith's  right  to  sit  and  act 
in  the  present  Oeneral  Assembly,  and  therefore  we  have  taken  care  to  aecnre  that 
there  shall  be  no  interference  with  him  in  that  respect.  The  "  tenure  of  his  chair 
shall  cease  as  regards  all  right  to  teach  and  exercise  professorial  functions  in  the 
College  of  Aberdeen."  I  trust.  Moderator,  that  members  of  Assembly  will  carefolly 
note  what  is  the  one  thing  that  we  propose  to  do.  It  is  to  deprive  him  of  his  right 
to  teach  and  exercise  professorial  functions.  We  don't  touch  his  status  in  any  otht^r 
respect  whatever.  Of  course,  he  remains  in  the  ministry  of  the  gospel,  and  that 
leads  me  to  say  that  a  form  of  expression  which  has  been  or  may  be  used  is  really 
an  abuse  of  language.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  hear  about  his  deposition.  There  ii 
nothing  of  the  kind  suggested,  and  all  that  we  propose  to  touch  is  simply — na 
doubt,  an  important  matter — his  right  to  teach  and  exercise  his  functions  as  a 
professor  in  the  College  of  Aberdeen. 

Now,  it  is  added,  "as  regards  all  ecclesiastical  rights  and  powers  grounded  on 
his  professorial  charge."  That  means.  Moderator — and  we  desire  to  have  it  made 
perfectly  clear — that  he  shall  cease  to  have  a  seat  as  a  professor  in  our  Charth 
courts,  and  the  reason  of  that  is  obvious  to  every  one  acquainted  with  our  eccleaiai- 
tical  procedure.  We  ministers  sit  in  our  Church  courts  not  simply  as  miniitert, 
but  as  having  certain  charges,  and  when  we  cease  to  have  these  charges  we  ee^e  u 
a  matter  of  right  to  have  any  place  in  the  Church  courts.  Our  professors  are  there 
because  of  their  professorial  standing,  and  the  moment  that  standing  disappear 
there  goes  with  it  the  privilege  of  membership  in  our  Church  courts.  The  motioa 
proceeds : — "  The  Assembly  appoint  the  full  salary  meanwhile  to  continue,  leariiig 
it  to  future  Assemblies,  if  need  be,  to  regulate  that  matter  as  reason  and  justice  nuj 
require."  There  are,  perhaps,  many  who  think  that  this  part  of  the  motion  i^ 
introduced  as  an  expedient  to  guard  us  against  certain  civil  consequences  which 
might  follow  from  our  line  of  action.  I  am  not  afraid  of  these  consequences,  acJ 
though  I  thought  they  were  likely  to  occur,  they  would  not  (feter  me  at  all  ftooi 
going  forward  if  I  believed  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Church  to  go  forward.  We  were 
certainly  indebted  to  Mr.  Guthrie  for  the  views  he  set  before  us  the  other  evenio^ 
bat  we  know  what  would  have  been  said  by  another  Quthrie  if  there  had  been  lAf 
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npotal  that  we  shoold  arrest  onr  proceedini^  (Ob,  oh.)  Moderator,  I  am 
Nftking  with  the  most  entire  respect  for  Mr.  Guthrie.  I  am  pointing  to 
Mlher  aspect  of  the  case  altogether,  and  I  say  that,  wliile  he  might  have  ad- 
dllcd  to  the  letter  the  judgment  laid  before  us,  he  would  have  taken  the  higher 
foaad  to  which  his  son  would  be  equally  ready  to  advance — (hear,  hoar) — 
fit  «!■  the  daty  and  interest  of  the  Church  to  go  forward  in  that  particular  line. 
Ipplanse.)  It  it  scarcely  conceivable  that  there  should  be  misconception  as  to 
iliat  1  mean.  But  I  maintain  that  it  is  not  with  any  reference  to  those  consequences 
liill  that  I  contend  for  this  part  of  the  motion.  1  contend  for  it  on  the  ground  of 
i«t  sad  generous  treatment  of  Professor  Smith.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  are  proposing 
le  itaove  him  from  his  chair  in  what  is  admitted  to  be  an  unusual  method.  We 
in  goiag  to  do  it,  if  this  motion  be  adopted,  iu  a  manner  that,  in  a  certain  point  of 
fWv,Bay  be  regarded  as  abrupt,  and  I  hold  that  it  would  not  be  a  righteous  thing, 
far  kH  would  it  be  a  gracious  thing,  to  touch  the  salary  he  is  enjoying.  We,  sir, 
de  lit  commit  oarselves  as  to  any  ultimate  decision  upon  this  question.  The 
pnbability  is  that  Professor  Smith,  with  his  remarkable  gifts  and  attainments,  may 
i«7  soon  occupy  a  position  in  which  he  may  have  emoluments  far  higher  than  any 
— 0ioalcal  cheers) — that  he  would  have  been  likely  to  enjoy  in  our  service,  and  if 
that  state  of  matters  should  arise,  it  would  not  be  expected  either  that  we  should 
give  or  that  he  should  be  willing  to  receive  the  salary  in  question.  So  much  for 
Ihat  pari  of  the  motion — ^''In  accordance  with  this  finding  the  Assembly  declare  the 
ekair  vacaai,  and  direct  that  the  usual  steps  be  taken  with  a  view  to  the  election  of 
i  professor  at  the  next  General  Assembly ;  and  meanwhile  empower  the  College 
CMuaittee  to  make  provision  for  the  instruction  of  the  classes  during  the  next 
wion."  Kow,  that  is  the  way  in  which  we  propose  to  give  effect  to  the  deliverance 
■Aiplcd  on  Taesday.  1  ask  if  it  bo  not  the  natural  way  of  carrying  out  that  decision  ? 
Bir,  I  can  eoneeive  it  possible— only  possible — that  men  might  be  able  to  agree  to 
ifete  of  want  of  confidence  such  as  was  come  to  on  Tuesday,  and  yet  somehow  hold 
Aift  we  do  not  possess  the  power  to  give  effect  to  it  in  the  manner  1  have  stated. 
(Applaase.)  That  question  was  argued  before.  It  was  argued  in  the  discussion  tho 
tfiti  day.  I  am  quite  prepared  to  argue  it  again,  and  I  am  necessitated  to  it  by  the 
MCion  that  you  have  held  to  be  competent — the  motion  of  Professor  Bruce.  Well, 
I  lUsk  I  may  assert  this,  that  whatever  certain  people  may  say,  or  whatever  sound 
Ikt  declaration  may  call  forth,  it  has  not  been  formally  denied  in  this  house  that 
tta  Cborch  has  that  power.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  repeat  it  is  not  deuied  on  any 
Mkhority  in  this  hoase,  nay,  it  has  again  and  again  been  admitted  that  the  Church 
bs  that  power. 

Profesaor  CANDLISH,  who  rose  amid  cries  of  **  Order  " — I  beg  to  say  I  formerly 
imkA  that.     (Loud  applause.) 

The  MODERATOR — I  must  request  members  of  the  house  to  remember  that 
it  is  not  regular  to  introduce  contradictions  of  a  speaker,  and  that  every  one  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  contradictions  afterwards.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  ADAM — Moderator,  1  am  sure  your  authority  will  be  respected,  but  it  is 
lalher  an  advantage  to  me  to  know  exactly  how  the  matter  stands.  What  1  refer 
le  was  this,  that  1  was  under  the  impression,  and  that  I  am  under  the  impression 
Mill,  that  it  has  not  been  denied  that  the  Church  has  power  to  proceed  to  remove  a 
pnGeaor  without  the  formal  process  of  a  libel.  If  that  be  denied,  well,  I  am  pre- 
ftni  to  discnss  the  question.  (Hear,  hear.)  Moderator,  I  hold  that  it  is  essen- 
ilil  far  the  Church  to  possess  that  power.  Sir,  it  is  possible  even  to  teach 
hcMy  of  a  very  deadly  kind,  heresy  that  would  be  most  damaging  to  our  students, 
vitksat  doing  it  in  a  way  that  yon  could  possibly  reach  through  the  mcilium  of  a 
hbd.  (Applause.)  I  think  I  could  subvert  the  divinity  of  Christ  by  a  method  of 
dcdiag  with  Scripture,  while  1  did  not  by  any  direct  statement  whatever  deny  that 
faidamental  doctrine ;  and  I  am  persuaded  1  could  teach  ecclesiastical  history  so  as 
U  advocate  almost  any  error  that  has  existed  in  the  course  of  the  Christian  Church, 
vithoDt  committing  myself  to  an  open  or  decided  statement  in  regard  to  the  parti- 
calar  heresy.  (Hear,  hear.)  More  than  that,  there  are  many  things  which  might 
■riie  tliat  wonld  ntterly  unfit  a  professor  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  that  are  not 
tteaected  with  doctrine  at  all.  We  have  in  this  case  materials  of  that  description  ; 
•  eooibination  of  circumstances  not  only  as  to  views,  but  as  to  the  mode  of  setting 
fanh  the  litWB,  and  as  to  the  whole  coarse  of  procedure.    We  have  all  those  various 
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elements  sbntting  ni  up  to  a  particular  course — elements  that  could  not  posdbly  lie 
dealt  with  to  any  effect  throogh  the  medium  of  a  libel.  And  this  power  is  one  which 
is  found  to  be  necessary  in  the  case  of  other  professors  than  those  belonging  to  oor 
Church.  (Applause.)  I  wonder  if  any  of  our  brethren  haye  looked  into  oor  Uairenity 
Acts,  and  considered  the  power  possessed  by  oar  University  courts — small  bodies 
which  surely  ought  not  to  be  trusted  more  than  the  Assembly  of  this  Church.  1 
wonder  if  they  ha?e  attended  to  the  authority  conferred  on  these  courts — "  Upon  seffi- 
cient  cause  shown,  and  after  due  in?estigation,  to  censure  a  principal,  a  professor,  or 
to  suspend  him  from  his  office  and  from  the  emoluments  thereof  in  whole  or  in  psrt 
for  any  period  not  exceeding  one  year,  or  to  require  him  to  retire  from  his  office  on 
a  retiring  allowance,  or  to  deprive  him  of  his  office;  and  during  the  suspension  of 
any  professor  to  make  due  provision  for  the  teaching  of  his  class,  provided  alwsii 
that  no  such  sentence  of  censure  or  suspension,  or  deprivation,  or  requisition  to  s 
professor  to  retire  from  office,  should  have  etifect  until  it  has  been  approved  by  Her 
Majesty  in  Council."  (Laughter.)  Moderator,  has  the  time  arisen  when  it  is  !>«• 
lieved  that  a  man  must  have  much  better  security  in  the  hands  of  a  Unirersitj 
court  if  its  decision  be  approved  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council  than  if  he  were  in  tlie 
hands  of  all  his  brethren  as  represented  in  the  General  Assembly  of  our  Chorcli! 
(Applause.)  There  are  other  cases  to  which  I  may  refer — eases  of  public  bodies, 
cases  of  Churches,  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  proceed  in  the  manner  that 
«e  are  now  following.  I  cannot  go  into  details,  but  I  may  allude  to  instanees  such 
as  these  : — The  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  not  many  years  ago  dismissed  a  professor 
of  ecclesiastical  Greek,  and  it  did  something  more.  It  did  more,  for  it  did  this— it 
abolished  the  chair  altogether.  (Loud  laughter.)  I  might  adduce  the  example  of 
Professor  Davidson,  of  the  Lancashire  Independent  College,  who,  by  a  vote  of  vssi 
of  confidence,  had  to  retire  from  the  position  which  he  occupied  in  connection  witk 
the  college  belonging  to  the  Independent  body.  I  might  refer  to  the  caae  of  Pro- 
fessor Maurice,  London,  and  to  others  of  a  similar  kind,  these  being  sufficient  to  tliow 
that  those  responsible  for  the  teaching  In  theological  institutions  have  felt  it  to  be 
necessary  both  to  possess  and  exercise  the  power  of  removing  professora  in  the  way 
we  are  now  proceeding. 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH— I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  As  I  nnderstaad, 
Dr.  Adam  is  at  the  present  moment  referring  to  cases  and  instances,  and  I  inqoire, 
as  a  matter  of  order,  is  it  legitimate  merely  to  refer  in  a  general  way  to  preeedesii 
and  cases,  or  whether,  when  they  are  referred  to,  it  is  not  essential  that  the  poioti 
should  be  clearly  laid  down,  in  order  that  the  house  may  use  the  precedent  accoidiag 
to  the  measure  in  which  it  affirms  the  present  case  1  and  I  will  therefore  submit  ai 
a  point  of  order  Dr.  Adam  must  either  withdraw — ("  Oh,  oh,"  and  **  Order  'V-or 
proceed  to  lay  before  the  house  not  merely  the  outline  but  the  details  of  the  esiei 
which  he  stated  he  is  prepared  to  bring  forward,  but  which  he  aaya  ia  unneeessaiy  to 
bring  forward.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Principal  RAINY  and  several  members  rose  to  speak. 

Dr.  ADAM— Let  me  speak  to  the  point  of  order.  I  am  entitled  to  do  so.  U 
this  proposal  were  entertained,  it  certainly  would  occupy  a  very  great  portion  of  tlM 
time  of  the  Assembly  to  enter  into  all  the  details  of  these  eases.  But  Profesiof 
Smith  is  here — be  has  many  friends  here — and,  in  so  far  as  the  caaes  do  not  apply, 
they  have  it  in  their  power  to  contradict  them.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  DUGUID,  New  Macher — Dr.  Adam  puts  it  as  a  question  of  time;  botsardy 
we  can  take  time — and  as  it  is  a  judicial  case  we  ought  to  take  time — to  discssi 
the  ease  thoroughly.  The  cases  Dr.  Adam  refers  to  have  no  relation  to  this  Choick 
or  its  constitution. 

The  MODERATOR— There  is  here  a  question  of  order  raised,  and  it  appears  to 
me  a  very  simple  one.  Dr.  Adam  is  discussing  a  question  that  is  fairly  before  tbe 
house.  He  is  entitled  to  use  any  arguments  in  regard  to  it,  and  those  who  sre  of  s 
different  opinion  from  him  will  have  an  opportunity  of  replying  to  any  atatemeni  be 
makes.    Undoubtedly  he  is  in  order.     (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.) 

Dr.  ADAM — If  the  case  is  novel  in  our  Church,  I  can  give  an  explanation  of  that 
circumstance.  Why,  sir,  before  the  Disruption  our  theological  professors  occupied 
an  entirely  different  relation  to  the  Church  from  what  is  their  present  relation. 
They  were  appointed  by  the  State — they  belonged  to  what  were  to  us  external  cor* 
porations.    The  connection  of  the  Church  under  them,  and  the  control  of  the  Choreb 
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over  Qktm,  was  Ytrj  imall  indeed.  It  is  an  entirely  different  thing  now,  when  we 
occopj  an  independent  position,  when  onr  professors  are  closely  bound  up  with 
oaraelrea,  and  I  go  back  to  what  I  stated  before,  and  say,  not  committing  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Assembly  to  if,  bat  affirming  it  for  myself,  after  looking  at  the  present 
and  fotore  as  well  as  at  the  past,  that  it  is  of  the  last  conseqnenee  for  us  to  assert 
sad  maintain  this  right     (Applaaee.) 

Now,  it  may  be  alleged,  and  I  so  far  admit  it,  that  the  power  may  be  exercised 
io  a  dangerous  wsy,  that  it  may  conceivably  be  employed  in  a  tyrannical  way.  I 
frankly  allow  that ;  but,  at  the  ssme  time,  I  have  to  maintain  that  in  a  Church  like 
ours  there  is  extremely  little  probability  that  that  will  be  the  case.  All  things  tend 
nlher  to  rsise  a  fenee  round  a  professor,  and  to  secure  him  in  the  position  that  he 
occnpies;  and  I  belie?e  it  would  be  only  in  extreme  circumstances,  and  only  in 
the  event  of  some  great  emergency,  that  there  would  be  any  attempt  to  exercise  the 
power  in  question.  And,  Moderator,  if  there  be  a  danger  connected  with  the 
posiestion  of  the  power,  what  is  the  danger  connected  with  the  want  of 
•of  the  power  1  (Hear,  hear.)  When  we  think  that  onr  halls  are  now  almost  entirely 
endowed — ^when  we  think  that  our  professors,  after  their  appointment,  will  occupy 
a  position  of  a  peculiar  kind — ^a  position  that  I  think  carries  with  it  very  special 
temptation — a  position  that  will  have  a  tendency  to  disassociate  them  perhaps  from 
the  Chnreh  at  large — and  when  I  think  of  many  things  that  I  will  not  so  much  as 
menttoo,  I  feel  that  I  can  set  the  danger  of  not  having  the  power  over  against  the 
daoger  of  any  arbitrary  exercise  of  the  power.  (Applause.)  That  brings  me  to  look 
at  the  first  part  of  my  motion  in  relation  to  that  which  is  to  be  proposed  by  Pro- 
fessor Bruce.  Sir,  that  motion  is  a  very  extraordinary  one.  (Applause.)  I  am 
Teiy  thankful  that  the  Assembly  has  found  it  not  incompetent  It  has  rendered  me 
a  very  great  aerriee.  It  has  allowed  me  to  take  a  latitude  in  the  discussion  I  would 
not  otherwise  have  been  at  liberty  to  take,  and  I  so  far  thank  Dr.  Bruce  that  he  has 
tabled  the  motion.  But  did  you  ever  hear  of  an  Assembly  being  asked  to  do  the 
thing  thst  is  here  proposed  1  We  have  been  lectured  loudly  and  long  on  the  respect 
that  is  due  to  the  decision  of  last  General  Assembly.  (Hear,  hear.)  What  was  the 
natore  of  thai  deciaion  t  It  has  been  supposed  that  it  was  regarded  as  providential, 
and  that  it  was  universally  aceeptable.  I  have  to  say  that  it  was  not  satisfaetory  to 
me.  I  thought  that  in  respect  to  it  the  Church  failed  greatly  as  regards  faithfulness, 
and  I  have  to  add  what  I  am  about  to  state.  It  was  a  deliverance  carried  by  a  very 
unall  majority,  and,  indeed,  it  was  not  carried  by  a  majority  of  the  house ;  for  it  is 
well  known  that  many  were  peculiarly  circumstanced,  and  having  much  stronger 
views,  did  not  take  part  in  the  decision.  We  feel,  then,  that  it  was  a  judgment  that, 
vbile  we  submitted  to  it  (and  I  can  appeal  to  my  opponents  here,  if  I  am  to  speak  of 
opponents,  whether  we  did  not  submit  to  it  with  a  good  grace),  was  entitled  to  very 
Utile  weight. 

Well,  here  we  had  a  decision  of  this  General  Assembly  on  Tuesday.  It  has  not 
been  forgotten,  it  has  not  gone  out  of  the  minds  of  parties  since  Tuesday ;  and  what 
is  now  proposed  1  We  adjourned  in  order  to  give  effbct  to  that  deeision,  come  to 
by  a  veiy  large  majority  in  this  General  Assembly;  and  the  deliberate  proposal — 
the  respectful  proposal  now  made — is  that  we  decline  to  give  effect  to  our  own 
lodgment  adopted  so  deliberately.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  Would  there  ever 
be  such  a  stultification  of  an  ecclesiastical  court  in  the  face  of  the  Christian  world) 
(Hesr,  hear.)  I  ask  if  any  member  of  this  Assembly,  old  or  young,  ever  heard  of 
each  a  proposal  before  1  But  Professor  Bruce  gives  certain  reasons  for  that  remark* 
able  eonelnsion — I  hope  very  different  from  most  of  the  conclusions  he  arrives  at  in 
his  speaking  and  teaching.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  are  told  that  we  are  to  decline  to 
giTe  effect  to  the  deliverance  of  the  Assembly  **  because  the  summary  removal  of 
Professor  Smith  from  his  chair  would  be  an  act  inconsistent  with  the  Scrip- 
toiai  principles  of  Church  discipline."  I  do  not  know  very  exactly  what  the 
Professor  refers  to  in  these  "  Scriptural  principles  of  Church  discipline."  I  should 
suppose  it  very  possible  that  he  alludes  to  the  necessity  of  large  dealings  with  the 
accused  party  before  proceeding  to  any  sentence — especially  to  any  final  sentence. 
If  that  be  what  Professor  Bruce  means,  I  just  point  back  to  the  five  years  that 
bare  elapsed  aioce  this  case  began — (hear,  hear) — five  long  and  weary  years  in  the 
hiatory  of  this  Church — (bear,  hear)--doring  all  the  time  of  which,  in  one  way  or 
another.  Professor  Smith  has  been  dealt  wi5k  by  his  Church  in  regard  to  the  couxso 
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that  he  has  pursoed.  There  is  another  reason  given  in  tho  motion,  and  it  ii^  ik^ 
"the  form  of  proceos  hitherto  observed  in  this  Church  has  not  been  followed."  Thi^ 
was  argued  upon  Tuesday.  That  is  the  old  matter  of  the  libel.  "Sow,  I  am  i^ 
liberty,  since  this  has  been  introduced,  to  tell  you  that  I  am  not  in  fiiToar  of  aUbd^ 
and  I  am  not  in  favour  of  it,  just  because  I  agree  with  Professor  Brace  and Ui 
friends  in  some  respects.  This  may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  the  actual  faet  1 4» 
not  think  that  a  libel  is  the  right  way  of  dealing  with  these  critical  qoeatloni  thtf 
have  arisen.  I  believe  that  we  need  time — that  we  need  discossion — and  I  will  Ml 
be  a  party  to  hurrying  the  Church,  to  precipitate  the  Church,  into  A  dedilM 
upon  these  questions  until  we  have  some  light  as  to  their  right  aolntion;  Hi^ 
therefore,  it  is  in  the  interest  of  research,  it  is  in  the  interest  of  inveitigatii^ 
it  is  Ju  the  interest  of  fresh  and  fuller  inquiry,  that  I  decline  to  be  diin^ 
unless  it  be  unavoidable,  into  a  course  by  libel.  (Applause.)  Then,  air.  If  tht 
proposal  rather  should  be  to  connect  the  libel  with  the  decision  we  arrived  it  ft 
Tuesday,  I  have  still  greater  objection  to  a  libel.  I  know  that  some  of  our  tMk 
in  this  Assembly  had  the  idea,  and  they  have  probably  the  idea  still,  that  the  bittv 
course  of  procedure  would  have  been  to  have  passed  a  resolution  like  that  of  TuMd^f, 
and  then  have  gone  on  to  take  steps  which  would  have  issued  probably  In  a  UImL  I 
could  not  be  a  party  myself  to  such  a  course  of  procedure.  1  hold — it  may  bt  h 
error — but  I  hold  that  if  a  man  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  libel  be  should  et^'ej  9mf 
possible  advantage.  There  should  be  nothing  done  to  prejudice  hit  case  befenl* 
enters  on  his  regular  trial.  I  should  not  have  been  a  party  to  pass  any  reiolitiMi 
against  Professor  Smith — any  resolution  that  would  have  been  a  virtual  condemntiia 
— before  he  was  put  on  his  defence  under  a  process  by  libel  ,*  and  therefore,  ilrf  I 
contend  against  that  course,  and  believe  we  are  pursuing  what  is  the  natinl 
line  in  following  up  (he  decision  of  Tuesday  by  the  Assembly  in  the  way  MV 
suggested. 

There  is  another  statement  made  in  .this  motion  to  which  I  mutt  adiat 
Moderator,  is  a  libel  the  best  way  of  settling  this  vital  question  regarding  the  UA 
of  Scripture  1  I  ask,  in  all  seriousness,  do  our  friends  think  that  that  i«  thtit^ 
meihod  of  dealing  with  these  matters  ?  I  shall  be  much  mistaken  if  they  vA 
commit  themselves  to  a  statement  of  that  description.  I  believe,  sir,  that  thw 
questions  are  too  serious  to  be  effectually  settled  in  such  a  way,  and  1  am  alw  rf 
this  opinion,  that  it  is  by  disentangling  them  from  a  particular  case,  and  gttttV 
them  into  the  open  field  of  discossion,  that  any  embarrassment  such  ai  that  h 
which  we  are  now  involved  is  to  be  cleared  away.  That  is  the  proper  way  toiMV 
and,  if  possible,  settle  these  disputed  questions.  Well,  sir,  it  is  on  grounda^ike te^ 
which  were  all  in  the  view  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Tuesday,  which  were  befcif  1^ 
in  its  whole  course  of  procedure — it  is,  I  say,  in  regard  to  views  like  these  that  vtM 
asked  to  stultify  ourselves  before  the  world,  and  in  our  own  eyes,  by  the  adopterf^ 
such  a  motion  as  that  of  Professor  Bruce.  It  would  have  been  relevant  and  piep* 
if  he  had  pointed  out  any  way  in  which  to  give  effect  to  the  judgment  of  Tociiii^ 
lie  might  have  said,  you  are  bound  to  give  effect  to  it,  I  disapprove  of  the  partkiiv 
method  you  are  Ko'mg  to  adopt,  and  I  suggest  this  is  the  right  course.  That  liMt 
what  Professor  Bruce  proposes  at  all.  It  is  simply  that  we  shall  overtnra— -(hMI^ 
hear) — the  decision  that  we  came  to  on  Tuesday,  that  we  shall  strike  the  Wf 
foundation  from  that  decision.  And  that  proceeds  from  those  who  bare  leeliHl 
us  upon  adherence  to  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly.  I  now  come  to  At 
second  part  of  my  motion — that  which  refers  to  the  book  which  has  been  noMf 
published  by  Professor  Robertson  Smith :  **  Further,  aa  regards  overtures  ttB 
Presbyteries  anent  the  lectures, 'The  Old  Testament  in  the  Jewiah  Chureh,'lkt 
General  Assembly,  while  very  far  from  being  disposed  to  treat  lightly  the  aa:ditf* 
which  the  isork  has  awakened."  Anxieties  I  Moderator,  it  has  awakened  these  dMp 
and  painful  anxieties.  (Hear,  hear.)  Will  we  be  told  by  any  man  here  thatth^ 
are  the  result  of  ignorance  1  that  they  are  the  result  of  panic  1  I,  for  one,  shsn  Is 
them ;  1  sball  be  deterred  by  no  imputation  from  saying  that  I  ahare  in  thOH 
anxieties.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  have  got  a  character  given  to  this  book  yeateidi^^ 
parties  in  the  debate.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  regular  for  me  here  to  go  inlotki 
merits  of  that  production,  but  I  am  perfectly  entitled  to  say  that  when  1  read  M 
tho  teaching  which  it  contains  with  regard  to  sacrifice — (hear,  hear}— forgivenesiflf 
sin — the  whole  Leyitical  system — (Cries  of  "  psgf"; — and  the  entire  history  that  it 
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bonnd  vp  with  the  LeTiiical  legislation,  and  when  I  find  that  maeh  of  all  this  is  ex- 
pltia«d  on  theaTowed  principle  of  legal  fiction — (hear,  hear) — legal  fiction — (laughter) 
—do  men  laugh  when  that  language  is  applied  to  the  Bible  t— (hear,  hear) — the  Bible, 
the  Word  of  God? — then  I  say  that  I  do  not  wonder  at  these  anxieties.  And  will 
iDj  charge  be  broaght  against  me  if  I  take  my  side  with  those  who  hesitate  not  to 
eoDfeiB  that  they  have  the  g^rest  apprehensions  1  (Applaase.)  Why  then,  sir,  do 
ve  propose  in  my  motion  not  to  go  into  the  consideration  of  the  book  ?  There  are 
restoos,  and  I  think  they  will  commend  themseWes  to  the  General  Assembly. 
Coniidering  the  jadgment  already  arrived  at  with  reference  to  Professor  Smith — 
thtt  is  one  reason. 

Nov,  Moderator,  I  think  that  is  a  valid  reason.  We  are  proposing  to  do  a  thing 
vhich  is  of  a  most  decided  nature — ^a  very  serious  thing,  seeing  it  is  removal  from 
his  chair.  We  are  proposing  to  do  it  in  a  way  that  is  nnusual — that  I  frankly 
admit — and  just  in  proportion  as  it  is  nnusual  will  it  be  a  testimony  to  the  world  and 
the  Church  that  we  have  no  sympathy  with  these  views — (hear,  hear) — and  that  we 
are  not  committed  to  any  sanction  of  them  whatever.  (Hear,  hear.)  The  second 
consideration  in  my  motion  is  that  the  work  is  recently  published,  and  has  not  been 
generally  perused  by  the  members  of  Assembly.  Well,  sir,  it  is  a  fact  that  it  has 
been  published  at  a  very  late  date  indeed.  There  has  been  little  time  for  the  study 
of  it,  sad  little  time  for  discussion  in  connection  with  it.  It  so  happens  that  mem- 
bers of  the  Assembly  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  considering  it  maturely, 
and  1  ddnk  it  would  be  precipitate,  I  think  it  would  be  rash,  I  think  it  would  be 
unworthy  of  our  Church,  to  commit  themselves  to  any  action  in  regard  to  the  book 
nntil  we  could  do  so  at  much  greater  advantage.  And  then  another  reason  is  g^ven, 
that  it  is  alwsys  open  to  the  courts  of  the  Church  to  institute  such  an  investigation, 
if,  CD  more  mature  consideration,  that  course  appears  to  be  required.  Moderator,  it 
is  here  stated  that  it  will  be  open  to  the  courts  of  the  Church  to  take  action  in  re- 
gard to  the  book.  That  is  an  important  circumstance,  and  that  should  open  the 
vay  for  many  agreeing  to  my  motion  who  otherwise  would  have  differed ;  but  may 
I  be  permitted  to  say  this,  that  1  do  trust  the  courts  of  the  Church  will  not  be  in  a 
horry  to  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  this  book  with  the  view  to  any  action  such 
as  would  be  legitimate.  I  hold  full  time  should  be  allowed,  and  that  we  should  not 
be  driven  into  a  new  case  without  seeing  what  at  least  is  the  effect  of  the  decision 
to  which  we  will  probably  now  come. 

Bat,  sir,  that  will  depend  very  much  upon  the  attitude  of  Professor  Smith  and 
his  friends  after  this  Assembly  has  come  to  an  end,  for  it  is  quite  possible  for  them 
to  pursue  a  course — quite  possible  for  them  to  take  a  line  of  action — which  will 
plange  the  Church  at  once  into  a  new  case,  a  case  that  may  have  to  be  dealt 
with  in  the  way  some  of  our  friends  so  much  contend  for.  But  I  am  persuaded 
that,  unless  the  Church  be  compelled — ^unless  the  Church,  by  what  shall  be  done  by 
o'ben,  be  constrained  to  take  thst  step,  it  will  be  very  willing  in  the  meantime  to 
allow  this  matter  to  rest  until  it  is  seen  what  is  the  effect  of  the  decision  at 
which  we  have  arrived  in  this  General  Assembly.  And  now  if  any  of  our  friends 
With  whom  we  unhappily  differ  in  this  matter,  if  any  of  them  think  we  are  going 
aboat  this  business  with  light  hearts,  they  are  very  greatly  mistaken.  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  express  what  grief,  and  what  a  burden  it  is,  and  has  been,  to  all  of  us. 
Surely  we  shall  be  believed  when  we  say  it  has  cost  us  much  to  reconcile  us  to  the 
lois  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith.  I  don't  suppose  that  there  is  a  man  in  this 
hoQse  that  does  not  acknowledge  frankly  his  remarkable  gifts  snd  talents,  and  does 
not  feel  that  they  might  be,  and  hope  that  they  yet  will  be,  of  the  greatest  service 
to  the  Christian  Church,  and  to  the  cause  of  God.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  have 
not  too  much  learning.  We  have  not  too  many  of  the  qualities — too  large  a 
measure  of  the  qualities — which  he  is  admitted  to  possess,  and  therefore  it  could 
only  be  under  great  constraint,  under  a  pressure  of  some  dire  necessity,  that  many 
of  Qs  could  reconcile  ourselves  to  what  is  here  proposed  to  be  done.  And  shall  I  be 
forgiven  by  the  Assembly  if  I  add  that^  while  we  think  that  a  great  deal  of  blame 
attaches  to  the  Professor  in  connection  with  all  these  proceedings,  my  belief  is  that 
a  portion  of  the  blame  attaches  to  the  Church  herself.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  all 
remember  how  it  was  in  very  youthful  days  he  was  appointed  to  occupy  this  position. 
We  Rmember  how  it  was  just  at  this  time  that  speculative  tendencies  in  men's 
x&inds  are  the  strongest,  and  I  have  always  felt  that  if  there  were  any  brother  amon^ 
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US  entitled  to  a  large  measure  of  consideration  and  charity  it  was  jnst  onr  Piofenor. 
And  it  is  jet  in  the  face  of  all  this  that  I — in  the  face  of  all  this  that  manj  of  ni— 
have  bronght  oarselTcs  to  this  painful  conclusion.  May  I  not  address  one  word  of 
appeal  to  the  brethren  with  whom  we  unhappily  differ  t  I  think  I  can  appeal  to 
them  on  this  ground,  that,  as  I  hare  remarked  already,  we  did,  with  a  good  gnoe^ 
acquiesce  in  the  decision  to  which  we  were  very  greatly  opposed,  althongh  it  vu  s 
decision  which,  by  reason  of  the  circumstances  to  which  I  hare  referred,  eonld  not 
be  supposed  to  have  any  great  moral  weight.  I  ask  if  we  manifested  any  bitteroea 
after  that.  I  ask  if  we  stirred  up  any  opposition  in  connection  with  it.  I  ask  if  we 
did  not  try  to  the  rery  utmost  of  our  power  to  allay  apprehensions,  and  to  ice 
that  full  justice  was  done  to  that  decision.  It  was  not  we  who  disturbed  it  It  vu 
not  on  our  side  that  the  decision  was  in  any  sense  opposed  or  assailed.  Too  all 
know  what  was  the  cause  of  its  being  brought  into  question.  Yoa  all  know  wiiat 
was  the  action  that  led  to  the  disturbance  that  has  since  arisen.  Is  it  too  much  to 
say  that  our  example  in  this  matter  will  be  copied  1  I  cannot  tell  you  what  tJM 
judgment  of  this  day  may  be,  but  we  hare  had  decisions  already  adopted  by  itrj 
large  majorities  of  this  Assembly,  and  if  the  resnlt  to.day,  Moderator,  shonld  be  ia 
accordance  with  what  has  gone  before,  is  it  too  much  to  ask  our  brethren  to  set  in 
the  way  we  endeaTonred  to  do  the  year  before  when  oar  dissppointment  was  perhapi, 
in  some  respects,  not  less  than  theirs  1  I  hare  that  confidence  in  men — ^in  our 
Christian  brethren  in  the  ministry  and  eldership,  and  among  the  people — that  con- 
fidence which  leads  me  to  belieTo  that  when  the  present  heat  has  passed  away  then 
will  be  a  state  of  mind  such  as  I  hare  sought  to  see  appear.  Moderator,  onr  Chnrcb 
has  suffered  incalculably  during  these  years  that  ha?e  passed.  I  beliere  thai  iDJnriei 
Lave  been  inflicted  which  it  will  take  a  long  time  to  remote.  Surely  ereiy  feeliog 
of  lore,  every  feeling  of  loyalty  to  our  Church,  and,  to  what  is  higher  thsa  oor 
Church,  our  great  Lord  and  Master — I  say  every  feeling  of  love  and  loyalty  shonld 
lead  us  to  combine  so  as,  if  possible,  to  heal  the  wounds,  instead  of  wideoing  or 
deepening  these  wounds.  But  I  must  add,  and  it  is  all  I  shall  add,  that  shooU 
unhappily  that  not  be  the  case,  it  cannot  but  be  very  sad,  it  cannot  bnt  be  yeiy 
calamitous;  for  oor  brethren  should  understand  that  there  is  just  as  decided  a  state 
of  mind  in  some  of  us  as  there  can  possibly  be  in  any  of  them.  I  know  that  thej 
differ  from  us  as  to  the  ?iew  that  they  take  of  certain  things,  but  they  must  give  us 
credit  for  our  conrictions,  and  if  we  do  beliere  that  the  authority  of  Scriptue  ia 
inyoWed  here — I  say  if  we  beliere  that  the  Word  of  Qod  is  in  any  way  endangered, 
if  we  belioTe  that  a  door  is  being  opened  for  the  entrance  of  a  desolating  Bationalien 
— they  must  not  be  surprised  to  hear,  that  while  the  breath  of  life  is  in  us  we  mesa 
to  stand  firm  in  oor  adherence  to  the  truth  aa  it  has  been  held  and  professed  among 
us.     (Loud  applause.) 

Colonel  YOUNQ  seconded  the  motion,  and  said  that  he  did  so  in  the  spirit  of 
the  concluding  remarks  of  Dr.  Adam  in  his  address. 

Dr.  BRUCE  rose  to  more  the  adoption  of  the  following  motion : — 
*'  That  the  Assembly,  considering  that  the  summary  removal  of  Professor  Smith 
from  his  chair  would  be  an  act  inconsistent  with  the  Scriptural  principles  of  Church 
discipline,  and  the  form  of  process  hitherto  observed  in  this  Church,  and  eonthbot- 
ing  nothing  to  the  settlement  of  those  vital  questions  regarding  the  truth  of  Scrp> 
lure,  which  are  of  lasting  importance  to  the  peace  end  spiritual  welfare  of  the  Chnrcb, 
decline  to  adopt  the  motion  submitted  by  Dr.  Adam." 

He  said — In  rising  to  support  the  motion  of  which  I  gave  notice,  I  am  conadooi  I 
have  on  hand  a  difficult  and  delicate  task.  We  of  the  minority  have  been  somewhat 
perplexed  to  know  what  might  be  the  line  of  our  duty  in  reference  to  this  Isst  stags 
in  the  tragic  drama  of  this  Assembly  in  the  case  of  Professor  Smith.  We  have  felt 
disinclined  to  occupy,  without  necessity,  any  more  of  the  Assembly's  valuable  time. 
We  have  been  tempted  also  to  think  that  further  discussion  on  the  subject  for  the 
present  was  bootless,  and  that  what  remained  for  us  to  do  was  to  stand  by  and  leave 
the  Assembly  to  execute  its  imperial  will,  simply  protesting  against  the  proeeedinf, 
to  clear  ourselves  of  all  responsibility.  Bat  on  second  thoughts  it  has  seemed  to  oa 
that  while  such  a  course  might  be  dignified,  it  might  not  be  doing  all  that  waa  in 
our  power.  Wo  have,  therefore,  resolved  to  offer  this  motion,  and  to  support  it  by 
reasoningt  the  more  effectually  to  clear  ourselves  of  responsibility,  deeming  anch  a 
course  due  to  ourselves,  to  our  cause,  and  to  the  Cimrch  to  which  we  belong,  and  to 
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whicli  we  are  alill  attached.  (Applaose.)  It  may  seem  as  if  in  pnraaing  this  eonree 
ve  were  going  in  the  face  of  the  Assemblj'a  action  on  Tueedaj  night.  I  think, 
however,  it  oagUt  to  be  regarded  as  a  sufficient  apology  for  this  seeming  antagonism 
ibat  it  is  due  to  the  peculiar  manner  in  which,  for  reasons  unknown  to  me,  and  which 
I  do  not  inquire  into,  this  business  has  been  gone  about,  divided  as  it  is  into  two 
ac'«,  &  sentence  and  an  execution.  Yon  haye  chosen  to  do  your  pleasure  on  Professor 
bjiuh  by  two  distinct  processes,  and  yon  compel  us  to  meet  you  twice  over  with  a 
fi  a  denial  at  once  of  the  competency  and  of  the  wisdom  of  your  procedure.  And 
I  lie  reasons  which  we  are  to  giye  for  opposing  the  execution  must  be  wery  much  the 
fime  as  those  with  which  we  opposed  the  abstract  resolution.  I  hope  you  will  bear 
«iih  uB  patiently  whiie,  with  all  due  respect  and  with  sadness,  we  tell  you  why  we 
ciiiQot,  be  parties  to  what  you  propose  to  do.  You  can  afford  to  be  generous.  Yoa 
ure  i)troDg  in  numbers,  and  you  haye  the  offender  at  your  mercy. 

Now,  in  proceeding  to  state  some  considerations  which  lead  me  to  submit  my 
DK^tioD,  I  begin  by  remarking  that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  a  broadly  marked 
d.tference  of  opinion  between  the  two  sections  of  the  Church,  in  regard  to  the 
extent  to  which,  and  limits  within  which,  the  Church  has  it  in  her  power  to  remedy 
evils  which  manifest  themseWes  in  the  doctrine  and  life  of  her  members.  I  say 
evils,  beeaose  in  this  discussion  we  must  go  on  the  assumption  that  there  is  an  evil 
to  be  dealt  with,  whatever  our  view  of  the  merits.  The  doctrine  held  on  our  side 
id  that  evils  which  cannot  be  remedied  by  the  ordinary  means  provided  in  our 
^vstem  of  discipline  must  be  borne  with,  and  counteracted  only  by  moral  means. 
The  doctrine  held  on  the  other  side  is,  that  it  is  possible  and  incumbent  to  find  a 
remedy  of  an  authoritatire  kind  for  all  evils  major  and  minor,  and  that  in  cases 
in  which  it  is  not  possible  or  convenient  to  find  a  remedy  by  the  ordinary  course  of 
!  ]>licial  prooedore  you  can  and  ought  to  find  it  in  the  nobile  ojicium,  the  iie  volo,  $ie 
jub:o  of  the  supreme  eoort.  This  is  a  eonatitntional  question,  and  our  view  is  that 
tue  doctrine  of  the  majority  is  not  Presbyterian.  (Loud  applause.)  The  very 
lueaniag  of  onr  having  a  constitution  and  a  form  of  process  is,  that  we  think  that 
eviig  that  cannot  be  dealt  with  that  way  are  tolerable  evils  of  a  minor  character.  The 
naderiyiDg  principle  ia  that  evils  that,  from  any  cause,  whether  because  they 
obviously  are  not  eonfessionally  libellous,  or  because  the  Church  is  divided  in 
opinion  on  that  point — which  is  the  present  case — the  underlying  principle,  I  say, 
ia  that  evils  thai  cannot  be  regularly  dealt  with  must  be  endured.  The  application  of 
tbijs  principle  to  conduct  might  be  illustrated  thus.  Take  the  case  of  a  man  tried  for 
druukenness,  and  acquitted  on  the  ground  that  the  charges  are  not  proven,  yet  in 
which  the  evidence  leaves  a  painful  impression  that  there  is  something  wrong,  and 
that  the  aceosed  cannot  do  any  good,  but  only  harm^  as  a  minister.  Our  theory 
aoplied  would  mean  that  yon  must  bear  with  that  man,  however  unsatisfactory. 
Yuors  would  mean  that  though  the  libel  had  broken  down,  yet  for  the  good  of  the 
Charch  yoa  must  remove  the  man  from  his  office.  Or  take  a  case  of  gross 
inefficiency.  It  is  known  that  a  minister  is  ruining  his  congregation  by  laziness, 
neglect,  ioeapacity.  Yon  eannot  get  at  him  by  law.  What  is  to  be  done  1  We  say 
vou  must  bear  with  him,  or  be  content  to  use  moral  means  to  effect  improvement  or 
an  amicable  arrangement  Yon  say,  if  yon  act  consistently,  vote  him  out.  I  con- 
kii  that  this  is  the  ease  in  which  I  am  most  tempted  to  agree  with  you — (laughter 
and  cheers) — and  I  fear  it  ia  the  case  in  which  you  will  be  slowest  to  bring  your  new 
irieory  into  operation.  (Applause.)  For  trades'  unionism  will  come  into  play  here, 
lor, as  Principal  Riiny  said  on  Tuesday,  ministers  are  many  while  poor  professors 
are  few,  and  by  combination  they  can  easily  protect  themselves  from  the  application 
(ft  this  revolutionary  doctrine.  If  the  state  of  the  case  were  reversed,  the  professors 
were  many  and  the  ministers  were  fewer,  I  am  not  sure  that  we  should  have  virtue 
enoo^h  to  resist  the  temptation  to  attempt  retaliation.  I  wish  to  say,  with  reference 
to  ceriain  things  that  fell  from  Dr.  Adam,  that,  in  my  view,  this  is  our  constitution 
as  it  stands.  Dr.  Adam  has  cited  oases  illustrative  of  the  use  of  similar  powers  in 
connection  with  other  matters — in  connection  with  nniversities  or  in  connection 
viih  other  Churches. 

Kow,  with  regard  to  one  or  two  of  these  cases — those  of  Professor  Davidson  and 
of  Professor  Maurice — 1  think  these  cases  were  dealt  with,  not  by  Churches,  but  by 
truatees.  And  that  reminds  me  of  the  fact  that,  when  in  America  last  year,  1  found 
that  some  of  my  friends  who  sympathised  with  us  on  the  merita  of  this  question, 
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did  Dot  BympatbiBe  with  oor  contention  tbat  profetson  and  minUlen  van  to  be 
treated  on  the  same  footing,  and  the  reaaon  was  that  there  the  profenon  of  the 
theological  colleges — ^at  least  some  of  them — were  appointed  bj  troatees,  and  could 
be  removed  by  the  will  of  the  trasteea  when  thej  had  ceased  to  think  that  thejr  woe 
occupying  their  office  to  the  advantage  of  the  institntlon.  All  I  have  got  to  say  on 
this  point  is,  that  if  you  think  that  it  ia  desirable  that  the  Chnrch  should  have  a 
similar  power  to  that  oyer  her  professors,  why,  then,  take  the  right  meana  to  get 
each  power.  (Applaase.)  Do  not  exercise  it  merely  because  yon  hare  a  msjority 
to  do  so ;  bnt  exercise  it  becaose  yon  haye  passed  an  Act  giving  yon  the  pover« 
Too  have  no  Act  now,  and  if  you  want  that  to  be  the  law,  you  ought  to  tend  dovn 
an  Act  through  the  Barrier  Act  (Applause.)  But»  sir,  I  hold  that  our  view  is  bo4 
only  constitutional,  but  that  it  is  rooted  in  wisdom,  and  that  it  Is  onr  oonstitation 
simply  because  our  fathers  belieyed  it  to  be  wise.  (Applause.)  It  is  better  to  besr 
the  ills  you  have  under  such  a  constitution  than  fly  to  others  that  yon  know  not  o(^ 
by  abandoning  your  constitution  in  a  fit  of  irritation  and  panie.  (Applanae.)  This 
is  yirtually  what  yon  are  doing  just  now.  Ton  are  saying — "This  man  is  grriag 
currency  to  opinions  which  we  dislike  and  dread,  and  which  it  may  be  aomeirhat 
difficult  to  prove  confessionally  illegitimate,  eonoeming  the  oonfeasional  legitimsey 
of  which  there  is  grave  diversity  of  opinion  in  this  Church.  Bnt  whether  tolenble 
or  not  from  the  confessional  point  of  view,  they  are  intolerable  from  the  point  of 
view  of  our  feelings,  opinions,  and  prepossessions.  Therefore^  we  cannot  allow  hist 
any  longer  to  teach  in  one  of  onr  colleges. 

Kow,  even  allowing  yonr  representation  of  the^  ease,  looking  at  Profeaaor  Sisitk 
with  your  eyes,  I  say  it  were  wiser,  better  ultimately  for  the  good  of  the  Chorehy  te 
bear  the  evil  than  to  core  it  by  a  despotic  exercise  of  anthority.  (Lond  applaJnte 
from  the  galleries.)  In  saying  this  I  am  far  from  being  indifferent  to  the  anxieties 
of  brethren.  I  respect  these  anxieties.  And  I  acknowledge  that  to  those  shsriag 
these  anxieties,  to  an  extent  to  which  I  cannot  honestly  pretend  to  do,  a  policy  of 
intolerance  offers  itself  as  a  very  tempting  policy.  And  I  believe  that  on  this  veiy 
account  the  intolerant  spirit  of  our  Church,  while  in  one  sense  to  be  deplored,  is,  is 
another  sense,  to  its  credit,  as  a  mark  of  religiona  earnestness.  I  believe  that  idt 
gious  earnestness  is,  to  a  very  large  extent^  the  source  of  the  impatience  which  pre- 
vails. You  are  sincerely  zealous  for  what  you  regard  as  the  truth,  for  the  honosr 
and  authority  of  the  Bible.  I  am  not  sure  that  there  are  not  other  oanses  for  it  of  s 
less  pure  and  worthy  character.  There  is,  eg,,  a  temptation  arising  oat  of  the 
desire  to  present  as  wide  a  contrast  as  possible  to  a  Church  in  which  latitedinarisa 
laxity,  to  the  extent  of  a  total  neglect  of  discipline  in  doctrinal  matter*,  aeens  to 
prevail  Augustine,  in  one  of  his  tracts  relating  to  the  Donatist  controversy,  con- 
trasts two  things,  an  undisciplined  toleration  dangerous  to  purity,  and  an  iatolerut 
discipline  dangerous  to  unity.  We  in  the  Free  Church  have  been  inclined  to  tUok 
that  in  the  Established  Church  the  one  of  these  extremes  has  been  realised ;  sad 
just  on  that  account  we  are  tempted  to  go,  and  do  in  fact  go,  to  the  other  extresM. 
Another  of  our  temptations  is  the  thought  that  the  world  is  looking  on.  Oor  rep«- 
tation  for  orthodoxy  and  zeal  for  truth  must^  we  think,  be  looked  after,  and  so  wean 
in  danger,  Jehu-like,  of  saying,  **  Come,  see  my  zeal  for  the  Lord,"  driving  the 
chariot  of  discipline  furiously.  (Applause.)  From  all  these  causes,  creditable  sad 
not  so  creditable,  the  peculiar  temptation  of  the  Free  Church  is  to  a  policy  of  imps* 
tience  with  evils  incident  to  the  present  earthly  atate  of  the  visible  Church— a 
Donatistic  desire  to  reach  an  unattainable  ideal  of  purity  by  meana  which  endanger 
the  peace,  unity,  and  stability  of  the  Church.  It  is  very  natural,  and  yet  it  is  not 
wise,  and  we  ought  to  resist  the  temptation,  and  put  a  restraint  on  onr  temper,  uA 
school  ourselves  to  moderation.  Such  impatience  ia  not  acriptnraL.  It  is  the  poliej 
of  the  servants  in  the  parable,  who  wonld  at  once  pnll  up  the  tares.  It  ia  not  in 
accordance  with  the  scriptural  account  of  the  true  wisdom  that  eometlft  from 
above,  which  is  indeed  first  pure,  but  then  also^  coordinate  with  that,  peaeefol, 
gentle,  and  easy  to  be  entreated,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  without  partisU? 
and  without  hypocrisy.  (Applause.)  It  is  not  fitted  to  promote  edification,  whick 
is  the  great  scriptural  end  of  discipline,  for  it  tends  to  breed-  in  many  minds  s 
sense  of  wrong  and  a  feeling  of  insecurity,  which  may  oompromise  and  iapenl 
the  unity  of  the  Church.  On  such  considerations  of  wisdom  we  decline  to  be 
parties  to  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  the  Assembly  to  remove  Profeaaot  Smak 
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from  Ui  chair  by  a  lammarj  act  of  authority.  (Applaate.)  Bat  there  is  another 
reaiOQ  mentioned  in  my  motion,  namely,  that  thia  method  of  dealing  with  the  caaa 
is  inept,  inasmuch  as  it  contributes  nothing  to  the  settlement  of  the  important  quea* 
tioDg  raised  in  connection  vith  this  controTcrsy  concerning  Scripture.  (Applause.) ' 
Both  the  motion  of  Tuesday  and  that  of  Dr.  Adam  to-day  evade  the  doctrinal  aspects 
of  the  case.  Por  reasons  tliat  one  can  diyine  more  easily  than  sympathise  with^ 
certain  indiscretions  of  Professor  Smith  hare  been  almost  eagerly  laid  hold  of,  unduly 
magnified,  and  made  to  bear  the  whole  weight  of  the  Assembly's  judicial  seyerity, 
ai)  if  it  were  a  case  of  constructi?e  contumacy.  Surely  this  is  unworthy  trifling  with 
the  graye  intereats  supposed  to  be  at  stake.     (Applause.) 

But,  sir,  there  is  more  than  eyasion  here.  A  coarse  is  being  pursued  which  tends 
directly  to  frustrate  the  yery  end  professedly  in  yiew — the  neutralising  of  an  evil 
influence.  Yon  put  Professor  Smith  oat  of  his  chair  by  a  aummary  process,  amount- 
ing in  effect  to  suspension  nne  die,  and  you  hope  thus  to  be  in  a  fayourable  position 
for  dealing  with  the  critical  questions  which,  we  are  told,  *'  are  so  plainly  in  the  air» 
aod  go  ineyitable  for  the  Church."  I  say  nothing  of  the  moral  aspects  of  this  policy. 
I  merely  ask.  Do  you  really  belleye  thial  Professor  Smith  is  put  out  professedly  for 
condoet,  but  in  reality  because  his  opinions  are  contrary  to  the  prevailing  opinions 
of  his  brethren.  What  ia  the  natural  effect  of  this  ?  That  yon  won't  get  the  benefit 
of  that  free  and  full  discussion  of  these  opinions  which  the  divided  slate  of  the 
Chnrch,  both  on  the  doctrinal  tendency  and  the  confessional  legitimacy  of  Professor 
Smith's  views,  shows  to  be  above  all  things  needed.  Two  feelings  will  operate 
against  a  free  and  full  discussion — fear  and  a  sense  of  honour.  Men  inclined  to 
support  Professor  Smith's  views  will  be  tempted  to  keep  their  opinions  to  themselves, 
le&t  they  fall  under  the  same  condemnation.  And  this  leads  me  to  refer  to  what  Dr. 
Adam  said  about  doing  no  more  in  the  meantime,  till  they  saw  what  would  be  the 
eifect  of  the  preaent  act  of  deprivation.  I  wonder  what  he  meant  by  that  intimation  1 
It  appears  to  me  that  its  natural  effect  will  be  intimidation.  (Applause.)  Others, 
on  the  other  hand,  who  think  some  of  Professor  Smith's  opinions  very  questionable 
and  insufficiently  supported,  though  they  think  them  entitled  to  toleration,  moved 
by  a  sense  of  honour  will  withhold  their  thoughts.  Nothing  could  be  more  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Church  than  to  have  Professor  Smith's  recent  book  freely  criticised  by 
men  possessing  ioflaence  with  the  general  public  and  competence  for  the  task.  I 
believe  there  are  men  among  those  who  voted  in  the  minority  on  Tuesday  who,  if 
Professor  Smith  were  sent  back  to  hia  chair  and  the  whole  matter  to  end  judicially, 
vould  favour  the  public  with  criticisms  on  the  views  of  Professor  Smith.  For  our 
position  is  not  that  of  men  who  accept  in  the  slump  all  Professor  Smith's  critical 
opinions.  Among  the  party  of  toleration  are  those  who  think  some  of  the  Professor's 
pogiiioDS  might  be  assailed.  (Applause.)  But  they  are  not  likely  to  do  it  in  present 
circanistances,-~for  what  honourable  man  ia  going  to  kick  a  man  when  he  is  downt 
(Load  applause.)  Who  that  has  a  generous  mind  is  going  to  write  against  a  man 
under  perpetual  suspension  ?  You  will  get  contributions  to  the  discussion  of  critical 
qaettions,  doubtless;  but  they  will  have  little  weight,  because  the  public  will  be  apt 
to  regard  them  as  the  products  of  fear,  self-interest,  and  party  passion.  The  course 
now  being  pursned  tends  to  defeat  itself  in  another  way.  In  getting  rid  of  the  man^ 
Ton  don't  get  rid  of  the  leaven.  (Applause.)  Yon  don't  even  get  rid  of  the  man. 
(Land  cheers.)  You  only  get  rid  of  the  Professor.  (Laughter  and  cheers.)  The 
miu  remaina  with  tenfold  power,  because  you  have  made  him  a  martyr.    (Applause.) 

Bat  suppose  yoa  were  rid  both  of  professor  and  man,  you  don't  get  rid  of  the 
lesTeu.  It  remains  intensified  in  its  power  by  persecution  and  injustice.  Tolerate 
the  views  yon  dislike,  and  you  minimise  the  influence  both  of  them  and  of  their 
author.  Ostraciae  the  author,  and  you  produce  the  opposite  effect.  There  is  a  large 
amount  of  sympathy,  more  or  less  pronounced,  with  Professor  Smith's  views  in  the 
Chnrch,  especially  among  the  younger  ministers.  If  you  want  that  sympathy  to 
grow  into  an  enthusiasm,  put  him  out  of  his  chair — adopt  Dr.  Adam's  motion.  The 
onlj  wise  thing  to  do  is  to  meet  the  leaven  with  a  counter  leaven,  in  a  free  unintimi- 
dated  diseossion.  (Applause.)  Such  are  some  of  the  grounds  on  which  I  for  one 
Cionol  be  a  parly  to  the  policy  now  being  pursued.  (Applause.)  Now,  sir,  it  will 
^  observed  we  propose  in  this  motion  no  counter  policy.  It  is  not  for  us  to  do  so 
^Ve  are  on  oar  defence.  It  is  not  for  us  now  to  repeat  the  proposal  made  by  Dr. 
Whyte  on  Toeaday.    I  am  not  going  to  refer  to  it  further,  except  to  say  that  I 
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Agree  with  Dr.  Adam,  thai  a  libel  is  not  a  suitable  instrument  for  dealing  with  nch 
A  question  as  this.  I  do  not  belieye  that  a  reference  to  the  CoDfession  of  Faith  is 
A  competent  mode  of  dealing  with  such  questions  as  Professor  Smith  has  raised, 
because  I  bold  that  they  are  outside  of  the  Confession.  (Cries  of  **  Oh.**)  I  hold 
that,  and  for  my  own  part,  I  will  candidly  confess  I  did  not  care  for  that  proposal 
even  on  Tuesday.  I  beUeve  the  party  of  toleration  were  entitled  to  make  that  pro- 
posal, and  that  they  made  it  in  good  faith.  I  say  this  with  reference  to  insinuations 
to  the  contrary  which  hare  come  from  a  certain  quarter.  But  I  personally  did  not  care 
for  the  proposal,  therefore  I  took  no  part  in  the  debate,  and  my  vote  meant  decided 
opposition  to  Dr.  Rainy 's  motion,  not  entire  approval  of  that  of  Dr.  Whyte.  My 
view  is,  that  the  true  wisdom  of  the  Church  is  not  to  deal  with  the  present  case  by 
judicial  procedure  in  any  form,  either  by  libel  or  by  ostracism,  but  by  patience  and 
moral  influence  and  free  discussion,  with  confidence  in  the  power  of  truth  and  the 
power  of  Qod's  Word  to  look  after  itself,  without  our  Ucziah-like  jealousy  in  guardinr 
its  honour  and  safety.  (Applause.)  And  now,  air,  I  am  done.  But  I  cannot  sit 
down  witliout  expressing  my  sorrow  and  shame  at  what  is  about  to  be  done.  I  ncrer 
expected  to  see  the  day  when  such  a  spectacle  could  be  witnessed  in  our  Chorett. 
Had  I  foreseen  it  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  have  been  very  much  inclined  to  be 
either  a  minister  or  a  professor  in  this  Church.  But,  notwithstanding  all  that  hai 
happened  and  is  about  to  happen,  I  do  not  regret,  nor  do  I  think  any  of  us  regreij, 
that  he  is  a  Free  Churchman.  (Applause.)  We  are  proud  of  our  Church's  past  histo^ 
and  achierements,  and  we  will  not  despair  of  her  yet  having  a  futnre  of  which  ve 
can  be  proud — a  future  in  which  she  shall  appear  orthodox  yet  not  illiberal,  eraDg^ 
Ileal  yet  not  Pharisaical,  belicTing  yet  not  afraid  of  inquiry.  And  even  now  we  iora 
our  mother  Church,  and  will  serve  her  faithfully  and  loyally  as  long  as  she  will  allov 
us.  We  will  cling  to  her  through  good  report  and  through  bad,  and  we  will  use  cor 
influence  to  induce  all  others  to  do  80--our  members,  our  oflice-bearers,  oar  students 
We  humbly  think  she  is  doing  a  great  wrong,  but  we  count  surely  on  a  reactit'B 
and  a  noble  repentance,  in  which  she  will  cancel  the  ostracism  which  she  is  aboat 
to  exercise  against  her  ablest  servant  and  her  devoted  son.     (Loud  applause.) 

Dr.  FRANCIS  EDMUND,  of  Eingswella  (elder),  said— I  have  been  reqaesied 
to  second  Professor  Bruce's  motion,  and  I  do  so  with  the  more  confidence  b^ 
cause  I  think  it  is,  in  the  circumstances,  the  resolution  which  this  Assembly 
should  adopt. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Tuesday's  resolution,  if  carried  out  in  the  way  proposed 
by  Dr.  Adam,  will  end  the  matter  and  restore  peace  to  the  Church.  But  as  I  read, 
my  Bible,  there  can  be  no  peace  without  righteousness — first  righteousness  tbea 
peace ;  and  it  is  a  fallacy  to  aay  that  our  Church  can  enjoy  peace  following  uponaa 
unrighteous  act^ 

And  as  to  Dr.  Adam*B  motion,  if  carried,  ending  the  matter,  it  is  a  complete 
delusion.  The  matter  will  not  end  until  the  Tuesday's  resolution,  founded  on  Prn- 
cipal  Rainy's  motion,  ia  expunged  from  the  records  of  this  Assembly,  or  otherwise 
made  ineffectual. 

No  one  ought  to  boaat  of  to-morrow,  least  of  all  a  man  who  has  been  netrer 
eighty  than  seventy  years  in  the  world  ;  but  if  God  spare  me,  and  give  me  streogib, 
I  will  unite  that  strength  with  the  strength  of  the  thouftands  and  tens  of  tboassnds 
who  are  ready  to  instruct  our  people  and  agitate  until  the  disgrace  which  tbii 
Assembly  ha^  brought  on  the  Church  is  swept  away,  and  until  our  Church  is,  by  the 
blessing  of  Qod,  restored  to  the  place  of  honour  which  ahe  has  occupied  for  so  many 
years.     (Applause.) 

Some  may  ask.  Will  that  ever  be  t  I  have  no  fear  for  it  if  we  act  as  a  cnited 
band.  Let  no  one,  however  disappointed,  desert  us.  We  have  but  one  object  io 
view — the  good  of  the  Church  and  the  glory  of  God,  and  1  am  confident  thai  if  vfl 
follow  God  as  our  leader,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  wc  shall  prevail. 

Let  me  not  be  misunderstood.  I  have  not  adopted  all  Professor  Smith's  vievi. 
And  the  motion  of  Professor  Bruce  does  not  commit  you  to  any  of  them.  I  an 
pleading  for  toleration,  for  freedom  within  the  Church  and  within  our  colleges^  to 
search  the  Scriptures  and  to  explain  apparent  doubts  or  inconsistencies,  not  to 
disturb  or  destroy,  but  to  confirm  the  faith  of  God's  people,  and  to  meet  the  attach 
of  infidels  upon  His  Word. 

And  let  me  add,  that  the  toleration  I  pleAd  for  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Beg; 
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and  Dr.  Kennedy,  granted  by  last  ABsemblj  ;  for  one  of  their  reasons  for  dissenting 
from  the  resolution  in  favour  of  Professor  Smith  was,  ''because  the  views  of  Professor 
Smith  are  not  condemned  in  the  resolution,  and  by  fair  inference  are  to  be  tolerated 
in  the  Free  Church." 

If  these  leading  doctors  have  changed  their  opinions — or  if  any  members  of 
Assembly  think  that  Professor  Smith's  views  are  erroueons,  the  law  of  our  Church 
is  open  to  them,  but  there  is  no  law,  ecclesiastical,  civil,  or  criminal,  I  ever 
heard  of  in  a  civilised  country  that  condemns  and  punishes  a  man  and  then  tries 
him.  (Applause.)  Such  a  procedure  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  not  only  unjust  and 
illegal,  but  a  great  sin  against  Qod.     (Applause.) 

I  am  now  to  conclude  with  two  warnings,  both  from  the  grave.  We  had  a 
powerful  and  unanswered  speech  on  Tuesday  from  the  eminent  minister  of  St. 
George's,  Edinburgh — (applause) — and  a  predecessor  in  that  Church,  Dr.  Andrew 
Thomson,  wrote  the  life  of  Dr.  Owen,  in  which  he  referred  to  Owen's  rash  and 
erroneous  conduct  about  Walton's  London  Polyglot,  and  said — *'  Let  these  theolo- 
gians be  warned  by  it,  who,  on  the  ground  of  pre-conceived  notions  and  incorrect 
interpretations  of  Scripture,  have  called  in  question  some  of  the  plainest  discoveriea 
of  science,  and  be  assured  that  truth,  come  from  what  quarter  it  may,  can  never 
place  the  Word  of  Qod  in  jeopardy." 

A  MEMBER — These  are  not  the  words  of  the  late  Dr,  Thomson,  but  of  the 
present  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

Dr.  EDMOND — They  are  the  words  of  truth,  at  any  rate.  The  other  warning 
is  of  an  older  date,  and  it  is  shortly  this — "  Refrain,  for  if  this  work  be  of  men, 
it  will  come  to  nought;  but  if  it  be  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it."  (Loud 
applause.) 

Mr.  WHITE,  Blairgowrie,  rose  to  oppose  Dr.  Bruce's  motion.  In  that  motion  they 
would  commit  themselves  to  a  statement  that  the  decision  of  the  Assembly  would  ia 
no  way  tend  to  settle  the  important  case  that  bad  arisen  in  connection  with  views  of 
doctrine  such  as  they  were  discussing  now.  The  first  decision  of  the  Free  Church 
General  Assembly  in  the  matter  of  Professor  Smith's  case  was  one  which  distinctly 
declared  that  the  General  Assembly  should  hear  what  Professor  Smith  had  got  to  say 
in  regard  to  our  Lord's  testimony.  It  was  not  by  some  pamphlets,  such  as  his  own 
unhappy  little  one— (a  laugh) — that  this  matter  had  been  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
men,  but  by  the  solemn  decision  of  this  house  this  matter  was  at  the  very  first  declared 
to  be  a  point  which  the  Church  could  not  possibly  get  over — that  it  must  be  persuaded 
that  men,  in  connection  wiih  the  views  they  entertained  of  the  Old  Testament  Scrip- 
ture, were  in  thorough  harmony  with  the  testimony  of  the  Lord  and  the  apostlea 
to  Old  Testament  Scriptures. 

Now,  in  connection  with  the  Psalms,  at  the  time  when  the  article  "  Bible  "  waa 
before  them,  there  was  a  suspicion,  in  spite  of  all  Professor  Smith  had  said,  that  in 
reference  to  the  16th  Psalm,  for  example,  Peter's  testimony  could  not  be  regarded  as 
aettling  critical  questions.  Then,  in  the  matter  of  the  Psalms,  the  Professor  had  drawn 
a  distinction  between  himself  and  rationalistic  men.  He  declared  there  were  few  pointa 
in  history  better  settled  than  the  fact  that  D^vid  wrote  the  18th  Psalm  and  the  7tb 
Psalm,  and  that  it  would  be  hypercritical  to  say  he  did  not.  Now,  in  the  lecturea 
that  must  come  before  the  Church  in  some  way.  Professor  Smith  had  declared  that 
the  Psalms  containing  the  word  **  temple  "  could  not  have  been  written  by  David, 
beeanae  there  was  no  temple  in  his  day.  There  had  been  a  temple,  but  it  waa 
destroyed.  It  was  a  tabernacle,  and  Psalms  that  had  the  word  "  temple  "  in  them 
could  not  have  belonged  to  the  time  of  David.  Now,  the  18th  Psalm  had  the  word 
*'  temple  "  in  it — (hear,  hear) — therefore  the  18th  Psalm  could  not  have  been  written 
by  David.  (Applause.)  It  was  said  before  by  Professor  Smith  that  the  18th  Psalm 
was  indisputably  Davidic ;  now  it  was  as  plainly  declared  that  further  search  brought 
bim,  unhappily  to  himself,  alongside  of  those  whom  he  called  hjpersceptical  in  the 
matter  of  criticism — (applause) — and  the  question  now  forced  itself  more  earnestly 
than  ever  upon  the  minds  of  men  as  to  whether  David  ever  wrote  any  Psalm.  He 
knew  his  friend,  Mr.  Sloan,  urged  the  Professor  in  Aberdeen,  so  that  his  conscience 
might  be  free,  as  a  matter  of  grace,  to  tell  whether  or  not  these  solemn  words  from 
Peter,  *'  Thou  wilt  not  suffer  my  soul,"  &c.,  did  not  point,  at  all  events,  to  the 
Davidic  authorship  of  the  16th  Psalm,  and  the  answer  was  on  record,  and  had  been 
aent  all  over  the  Church  by  friends  of  Professor  Smith,  that  any  other  name  might 
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baye  been  there  instead  of  Dayid's,  and  the  argnment  would  have  been  equally  tmeu 
These  were  the  kind  of  things  they  said  to  Professor  Bruce,  and  they  mast  be  faced 
and  acknowledged  by  able  men  like  him,  who  would  be  able  to  ahow  ihem  thai  they 
could  stand  thoroughly  by  Peter  and  Paul,  although  there  were  certain  critictd 
differences  some  men  might  feel  in  reference  to  the  Old  Testament  Scripture ;  for  had 
it  not  been  declared  that  they  could  not  accept,  aa  an  authority,  the  Chronicler  when 
he  spoke  of  things  actually  before  bis  time  any  more  than  they  would  accept  St  Panl 
as  an  authority  on  a  matter  of  chronology  ) 

Proceeding  to  comment  upon  this  matter,  Mr.  ^yhite  said  that  the  word  of  Paul 
bad  an  important  bearing  on  these  critical  views,  for  if  the  law  was  not  given  till 
Ezra's  time  rather  than  Moses,  he  feared  they  would  never  be  able  to  present  an 
intelligible  statement  of  Paul's  views  so  that  they  could  stand  firm  by  them  sa  the 
words  of  truth.  (Hear,  hear.)  Was  the  law  of  aacrifice  ever  distinctly  sanctioned  in 
the  way  of  lis  being  given  forth  by  a  prophetic  man  who  gave  it  divine  authority  t 
They  would  say  "  yes/'  Ezra  was  a  man  of  that  kind.  He  would  not  speak  of  £sra 
as  he  had  been  spoken  of,  but  this  he  would  say.  Professor  Smith  distinctly  declared 
that  the  whole  subject  of  the  day  of  atonement  was  unknown  long  after  the  days  of 
Ezra ;  that  it  was  unknown  to  Nehemiah,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  ai  the  day  of 
atonement  in  the  grand  sense  by  which  the  writer  to  the  Hebrews  held  evidently  by 
the  day  of  atonement,  and  its  connection  with  the  doctrine  of  sacrifice  in  regard  to 
the  death  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  (Hear,  hear.)  He  knew  that  it  would  be  aaid, 
perhaps,  that  the  author  of  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews  was  not  Paul,  and  not  an 
apostle.  Yes,  there  came  in  a  question  they  must  deal  with  if  they  were  to  aatiafy 
the  scrupulous  feelings  of  their  Christian  people. 

Mr.  JOHNSTONE,  Belhelvie,  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  (Cries  of  "  Order  "  and 
^'  Chair.")  Mr.  White  waa  speaking  to  the  merits  and  not  to  the  first  motion,  the 
mover  of  which  had  expressly  refrained  from  entering  into  the  merits.  Indeed,  Mr. 
White  was  not  speaking  to  any  of  tfie  motions  before  the  house,  for  none  of  the 
motions  touched  on  the  merits. 

Principal  RAINY — Allow  him  to  proceed — his  time  ii  almost  up. 

The  MODERATOR  said  it  would  save  the  time  of  the  house,  if  they  would 
allow  him  to  finish. 

Mr.  White  did  not  continue,  but  at  once  resumed  his  seat 

Dr.  MARCUS  DODS  said— The  noble  utterance  which  we  have  heard  from 
Professor  Bruce  makes  me  both  reluctant  and  ready  to  speak — reluctant  becanae  I 
«ould  wish  that  that  speech  of  his  should  go  out  to  the  world  as  our  manifesto.  Ho 
one  of  us  could  put  our  case  better  than  he  haa  pot  it,  and  my  fear  is  that  we  by 
•our  speaking  may  only  deaden  the  effect  he  haa  made,  and  may  yet  make  when  his 
words  are  read  by  persons  outside.  At  the  same  time,  his  utterance  makes  me  ready 
to  speak,  because  he  has  made  me  feel  more  hopeful,  aa  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  members  of  Assembly  can  have  listened  to  his  words  unmoved. 

Regarding  the  constitutional  question,  the  house  will  not  expect  me  to  say  any- 
thing. Ko  opinion  of  mine  could  carry  weight  on  such  questions.  I  would  only  aay 
this,  that  I  feel  there  haa  not  been  laid  before  this  Assembly  any  process  of  sufficient 
weight,  or  even  of  sufficient  length  and  detail,  to  warrantee  forcible  and  irretrievablo 
«  step  aa  Dr.  Adam's  motion  calls  upon  the  Assembly  to  make.  Membera  are  to 
remember  that  last  Assembly  cleared  Professor  Smith  of  all  charge,  and  reponed  him 
in  his  chair;  and  I  ask  if  during  the  time  that  has  since  elapsed  anything  haa  trans- 
pired of  weight  enough  to  justify  the  Assembly  in  depriving  him  of  his  office  now  1  I 
maintain — and  I  am  sure  there  is  no  member  of  the  house  that  can  directly  con* 
tradict  me — I  maintain  that  no  sufficient  material  has  been  laid  before  this 
Assembly  to  warrant  a  step  so  forcible  and  irretrievable  as  we  are  called  upon  to-day 
to  take. 

In  regard  to  the  constitutional  question  there  is  another  point  I  would  mention.  We 
bad  a  number  of  precedents  laid  before  us  this  morning  by  Dr.  Adam.  Dr.  Adam  most 
know  as  well  as  1  do  that  one  of  these  precedents — that  of  Frederick  Denison  Maurice 
is  clean  against  him,  and  directly  in  favour  of  the  position  Dr.  Bruce  has  expounded, 
^he  very  thing  we  plead  for  is  a  full  investigation — and  I  would  remark  in  passing 
that  it  is  a  very  ominous  thing,  when  it  is  the  accused  that  courts  investigation  and 
the  accusers  who  refuse  it  But  I  say  Dr.  Adam  must  know  as  well  aa  I  do  that 
before  Professor  Maurice  was  withdrawn  from  his  chair,  there  was  published  » 
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eorretpondeneo  upon  the  whole  aubjeet  between  some  of  the  ablest  theologians  then 
alive — a  correapondence  which  to  this  daj  ia  the  manifesto  on  the  snbject  of  eternal 
punishment.  This  is  preciselj  what  we  want.  We  wonld  not  hare  a  precedent 
more  in  point  for  onr  position.  All  that  we  wish,  all  that  we  plead  for,  ia  fall 
inrestigation  and  the  publication  of  the  views  that  are  arrived  at  after  full  investi- 
gation. 

But  I  think  there  haa  been  rather  too  much  made  of  the  constitutional  question. 
I  have  heard  mj  friends  on  our  side  of  the  house  saying  again  and  again  that  the 
personal  qaestion  Is  by  no  means  so  Important  as  the  constitutional  question.  That 
is  true  :  but  I  would  go  further  and  say,  that  there  ia  another  question  more  im* 
portant  than  either.  The  question  I  mean  is,  Are  Professor  Smith's  views  true  or 
false  1  Ttiis  is  what  we  wish  to  know.  If  our  constitution  does  not  enable  us  to 
arrive  at  this,  then  it  is  useless,  and  we  need  not  talk  about  it 

Now,  what  haa  been  the  practice  of  the  Church  in  all  ages  1  I  do  not  refer  to 
the  practice  of  our  Church,  but  of  the  Church  catholic  from  the  beginning.  It  ia  a 
commonplace  in  the  history  of  doetrine  that  all  attainment  in  truth  haa  been  made 
by  the  Church  in  the  face  of  error.  It  is  a  commonplace  in  the  history  of  doetrine 
that  whenever  a  new  heresy  arose,  or  a  supposed  heresy,  the  Church  set  itself  to 
discover  how  much  of  truth  there  was  in  it,  because  there  was  always  found  to  be 
some  measure  of  truth  in  it,  and  some  modification  of  the  old  opinion  required.  The 
Church  lias  never  been  in  the  habit  of  saying,  These  views  are  novel,  therefore  they 
are  untrue.  The  Church  has  always  said.  This  is  novel,  therefore  we  will  examine 
it.  The  annexation  of  Christian  truth  haa  proceeded  very  much  as  the  annexation 
of  territory  by  the  British  Empire  to  the  old  Roman  Empire.  Some  savage  beglna 
nibbling  at  the  frontier.  We  examine  his  claim ;  we  see  what  kind  of  land  he  has; 
and  we  put  down  his  rebellion  and  annexation.  Precisely  so  has  the  Church  dealt 
with  all  suggestions  of  new  truth.  These  suggestions  may  turn  out  to  be  hereay ; 
but  the  Church  was  very  careful  to  know  whether  it  was  heresy  or  not  before  it 
condemned.  And  I  should  like  very  much  to  have  aeen  *  how  some  Oreek-speaking 
Dr.  Bainy  would  have  been  received  by  the  Couneil  of  Nice,  let  us  aay,  if  he  had 
professed  to  deal  with  the  heretic,  but  not  with  the  heresy.  I  should  like  very 
much  to  have  seen  how  such  a  proposal  would  have  been  received  even  by  the  Synod 
of  Dort  in  a  much  more  prejudieed  generation.  Ton  may  say  it  is  idle  to  refer  to 
these  ereed-making  epochs.  I  say  it  ia  by  no  means  idle  to  refer  to  them.  Both 
sides  of  the  house  admit  that  the  questions  about  what  we  are  now  debating  are 
questiona  more  vitally  important  than  those  which  were  before  the  Synod  of  DorL 
But  these  theologiana  did  not  refer  men  to  paat  creeds.  They,  like  honest,  candid, 
wise,  and  faithful  men,  set  themselves  to  the  task  our  Lord  gave  them,  and  manfully 
went  through  the  bnainess,  and  gave  to  the  world  the  reault  of  their  deiiberationa 
on  the  five  points  in  a  manifesto  which  will,  I  suppose,  be  the  manifesto  to  all  time 
of  the  distinctions  between  Arminianism  and  Calvinism.  This  is  precisely  what  wo 
now  desire. 

I  think  that  onr  friends  on  the  opposite  side  somewhat  mistake  our  position. 
We  are  not  in  the  poaition  of  accepting  Professor  Smith's  views  wholesale*  This  haa 
been  atated  again  and  again,  and  last  of  all  by  Dr.  Bruce ;  and,  1  repeat  it,  we  do  not 
support  Professor  Smith  because  wo  believe  all  hia  opinions.  I  am  prepared  to  say 
that  his  theory  of  the  Deuteronomic  code  and  Levltieal  legislation  is  demonstrably 
false  in  some  particulars — almoat  aa  untenable  as  the  old  original  traditional  view. 
I  for  my  part  do  not  accept  his  theory,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  any  one  does.  All 
that  we  want,  I  again  repeat,  is  investigation.  We  are  promised  investigation,  we 
are  assured  that  inquiry  will  be  made.  I  suppose  we  shall  hear  less  of  this  after  Dr. 
Bruce  has  so  thoroughly  exploded  the  idea  of  anything  like  a  candid  and  open,  and 
especially  brotherly,  investigation  after  what  is  likely  to  happen  to-day.  How  can 
we  investigate  after  we  have  dismissed  the  man  virtually  on  the  ground  of  holding 
these  views  1  Why  should  we  inquire  into  views  about  which  we  are  already  con- 
vinced that  they  are  so  obnoxious  that  we  deprive  a  man  of  office  for  holding  them  t 

There  is  one  other  point  I  wish  to  speak  to,  which  I  think  has  been  too  much 
overlooked  in  this  whole  discussion,  and  that  is  this — it  seems  to  have  been  alto- 
gether, or  almost  altogether,  neglected  that  Professor  Smith  has  advanced  his  varioua 
theoriea  in  an  apologetic  interest,  and  I  do  think  that  deprivation  of  his  chair  is  not 
juat  the  recognition  we  should  make  of  his  eifurts,  even  though  he  has  made  mistakes. 
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Granting  that  he  haa  made  mistakes,  depriTation  of  office  is  scarcely  the  anitablo 
reward  for  one  who  has  aimed  at  estabhsoing  the  Christian  faiih  upon  a  firmer  baeis. 
I  believe  that  even  those  statements  in  this  connection  that  have  been  made  have 
been  put  aside  as  if  they  bad  been  made  somewhat  in  the  air — as  if  actually  Professor 
Smith  had  done  nothing  to  secure  a  better  apologetic  position  for  the  Church.  I 
believe  it  is  held  by  a  number  of  persons  that  his  intention  was  good,  but  that  he 
has  not  succeeded.  Well,  even  supposing  he  had  not  succeeded,  we  still  ought  to 
regard  him  with  friendliness,  and  we  ought  to  take  this  opportunity  that  the  split 
4>f  Dr.  Rainy*s  motion  into  two  days  and  two  parts  gives  us,  to  most  thankfully  avail 
ourselves  of  for  pausing  before  we  do  what  is  irretrievable. 

But,  further,  I  would  urge  that  it  is  not  only  Professor  Smith's  intention  that  haa 
been  good.  He  has,  in  one  particular  and  central  instance,  established  the  faith 
regarding  the  canon  of  Scripture  in  a  way  which  has  never  previously  been  done. 
Allow  me  to  make  good  what  I  say.  Every  one  who  has  been  reading  on  the  subject 
of  the  Old  Testament  canon  knows  perfectly,  that  during  the  last  fifteen  years  certain 
facts  have  emerged  which  make  it  impossible  to  hold  the  Old  Testament  canon  on 
the  old  traditional  basis.  That  is  a  facL  Any  one  who  attempts  to  defend  the 
Old  Testament  canon  on  the  traditional  grounds  will  find  himself  at  a  loss.  He 
will  find  himself  at  a  loss  before  any  scholar  who  knows  the  facte.  I  am  speaking, 
of  course,  as  yon  give  me  credit  for  speaking,  in  simple  honesty  and  truth.  These 
facts  have  emerged,  and  in  the  presence  of  these  facts  yon  cannot  maintain  the  Old 
Testament  canon,  the  principle  of  Old  Testament  canonicity,  and  the  actual  contents 
of  the  Old  Testament  on  the  traditional  basis.  Up  to  this  time — up  to  the  publica- 
tion of  these  writings  of  Professor  Smith's — these  facts  have  invariably  been  used  in 
either  of  two  ways.  They  have  by  some  scholars  been  acknowledged,  but  K^rbled, 
and  by  others  have  been  applied  in  the  way  of  demolishing  the  Old  Testament  canon. 
One  writer.  Dr.  Samuel  Davidson,  says,  **  Look  at  these  facts,  they  demolish  your 
position  in  regard  to  the  canon.  Where  is  your  canon  t"  Professor  Smith  haa 
taken  these  very  facts,  and  he  has  used  them  in  the  interests  of  orthodoxy.  He  has 
used  them  to  give  us  a  better  bold  of  the  contents  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  he  haa 
put  the  canon  upon  a  basis  which,  I  am  free  to  say,  it  will  not  be  shaken  off  for 
many  a  day  to  come. 

I  maintain  that  we  ought  to  give  weight  to  these  things — ^that  we  ought  not  to 
overlook  these  things — that  we  are  not  acting  in  simple  fairness  and  justice — that 
we  are  not  acting  faithfully  and  rightly — if  we  do  refuse  to  recognise  the  immense 
benefit  that  Professor  Smith  baa  done  to  the  Church  at  large,  and  merely  look  at 
any  slight  mistakes— or  mistakes  of  a  greater  kind,  if  you  please  to  call  them  bo-» 
that  he  has  made.    (Applause.) 

I  would  like  the  Church  to  look  at  what  is  thought  by  men  who  have  made  these 
special  subjects  their  life  study — by  men  who  are  experts.  Let  me  quote  a  perio- 
dical issued  in  Qermany,  but  none  the  less  instructive,  in  which  a  writer  says : — "  It 
is  for  the  interest  of  the  Scottish  Free  Church  that  she  maintain  herself  in  relation 
at  once  with  science  and  with  the  spiritual  life.  There  are  few  persons,  indeed,  who 
are  at  once  so  willing  and  able  to  do  this  service  for  the  Free  Church  as  Professor 
fimith  is."    (Applause.) 

I  think  I  have  made  out  somewhat  of  a  ease  in  Professor  Smith's  favour,  so  far, 
at  leasts  as  to  induce  us  to  suspend  judgment  at  this  point.  We  have  given  our- 
selves, providentially,  I  would  s»y,  an  opportunity  of  doing  so.  We  need  not  go  on. 
I  maintain  that  it  does  not  follow  that  we  deprive  a  man  of  his  chair  because  his 
Tiews  are  not  safe.  We  are  all  quite  aware  that  these  views  are  not  safe.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  argue  the  eaae  upon  the  ground  of  the  decision  come  to  on  Tuesday 
night.  I  do  not  agree  with  that  decision,  but  I  am  willing  to  start  from  the  reaolu- 
tion  come  to  on  Tuesday,  that  the  teaching  of  Professor  Smith  may  not  be  safe. 
But  it  does  not  follow  that  we  must  therefore  deprive  him  of  his  office.  It  does 
follow  that  we  are  to  examine  these  views,  and  to  ask  Professor  Smith  to  give  us  the 
full  grounds  of  them,  and  to  ask  him  to  help  ns  in  what  we  all  acknowledge  to  be  a 
orisia. 

We  all  feel  the  painful  nature  of  the  crisis  to  which  we  have  come ;  and  what  we 
on  this  side  of  the  house  feel  now, — at  least  what  I  myself  feel  very  painfully, — is 
that  we  are  now  on  the  brink  of  doing  what  is  irretrievable.  We  cannot  go  back. 
It  haa  been  said  that  the  ostracism  we  are  about  to  pronounce  to.day  may  be  can- 
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eelled.  That  is  an  ezeepiiooally  nnlikelj  thing.  I  do  entreat  my  brethren  !n  the 
Cburch  seriously  to  conBider  whetlier  it  is  not  possible — whether  it  is  not  right — 
whether  it  is  not  fair — to  suspend  their  judgment  evenyet,  and  not  yet  to  pronounce 
this  irrelrievabie  resolution.     (Hear,  hear.) 

There  is  one  illustration  of  our  position  that  has  been  very  much  on  my  mind 
during  the  whole  of  this  case,  which  you  will  allow  me  to  mention.  I  presume  that 
nur  friend  Dr.  Begg,  wiih  his  multifarious  occupations,  having  the  care  of  all  the 
Churches,  both  Protestant  and  Catholic,  on  his  bands,  and  having  also  the  care  of 
the  nation  very  much  on  his  hand — (laughter  and  cheers) — has  not  much  time  for 
reading  such  authors  as  Euripides.  But  you  yourself,  Moderator,  and  Dr.  lUiny, 
most,  I  am  sure,  remember  with  perfect  distinctness  the  magnificent  tragedy  in 
which  that  great  writer,  gathering  his  powers  for  one  supreme  effort  at  the  end  of 
his  life,  chose  as  his  theme  the  disasters  attending  religious  excitement.  I  used 
to  think  that  the  medium  (bathe  used  for  illustrating  and  representing  this  theme  was 
too  highly  coloured  and  overcharged.  The  medium  was  that  of  a  mother,  becoming 
insane — becoming  so  infuriated  with  religious  frenzy  that  she  was  blinded  to  the 
fact  that  her  own  child  was  before  her,  and  destroyed  her  child,  thinking  it  some 
dangerous  animal.  I  aay  I  used  to  think  that  this  was  overcharged ;  but  I  am  be- 
ginning to  believe  that  the  old  dramatist  knew  his  business,  and  that  it  was  not  in 
the  imbecility  of  old  age  that  he  adopted  that  illustration,  but  that  he  gave  it  to  the 
world  as  tbe  result  of  life-long  experience,  and  a  deep  interest  in  religious  truth; 
and  it  has  been  my  dread  all  through  this  case  that  any  element  of  religious  ex- 
citement should  enter  into  our  action,  and  that  we  might  have  one  day  to  repent 
in  the  same  anguish  and  bitterness  of  spirit  as  that  mother  had  to  repent,  that  we 
have  destroyed  one  of  the  very  worthiest  of  our  sous.     (Applause.) 

Hr.  JOHN  COWAN,  W.S.,  law  agent  of  the  Church,  said — In  consequence  of 
what  has  been  said  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  both  on  Tuesday  and  also  to-day, 
I  wish  to  say  a  few  words,  stating  the  views  which  occur  to  me,  and  which  I  think 
should  be  before  the  Assembly  on  the  constitutional  questions  which  have  been 
raised  regarding  the  status  in  our  Church  of  the  professors  in  our  various  colleges. 
That  status  is  a  very  high  and  honourable  one,  and  one  which  involves  great  re. 
sponsibility  on  their  part,  as  intrusted  by  the  Church  with  the  teaching  and  instruc- 
tion in  the  various  branches  of  theological  learning  of  those  who  are  studying  for 
the  ministry  of  our  Church. '  The  Church  and  all  its  courts  as  well  as  the  individual 
members  of  the  Church  regard  them  with  great  respect  as  holding  high  office  in  our 
Cburch.  (Applause.)  It  is  necessary,  however,  to  consider  carefully  the  consti- 
tutional position  which  they  hold  in  the  Church.  The  office  of  a  professor  in  a 
theological  hall  in  connection  with  the  Church  was  a  new  office  in  our  Church 
insdiuied  after  the  Disruption.  There  was  no  such  office,  and  there  were  no  such 
halls  in  the  Church  prior  to  1843.  The  universities  of  Scotland  had  separate  faculties 
of  divinity,  and  there  were  professors  of  divinity  in  these  universities,  but  these 
professors  were  not  appointed  by  the  Church,  but  either  by  the  Crown  or  other 
pttrou«  They  were  members  of  an  independent  corporation,  and  had  a  certain 
recognised  position,  holding  their  appointments  apart  from,  and  independent  of  the 
Church,  but,  according  to  the  law  and  practice  of  the  Church,  having  right  to  be 
constituent  members  of  the  ecclesiastical  judicatories  of  the  bounds  within  which  their 
respective  universities  were  included. 

Subsequent  to  the  Disruption  our  Free  Church  instituted  halls  or  colleges  for 
the  training  of  students  in  divinity,  and  have  appointed  professors  to  teach  in  them. 
These  professors  sre  to  be  selected  out  of  a  certain  limited  class — namely,  ordained 
ministers,  or  probationers  who  are  ordained  ministers  before  entering  on  their 
duties,  and  this  Assembly  has  ordered  that  the  professors  should  be  inducted  in  the 
same  manner  as  ministers  are.  The  Church  has  further  directed  that  the  internal 
afftftirs  of  the  halls  or  colleges  should  be  under  the  control  of  their  respective  professors, 
who  constitute  the  Senatus.  These  halls  or  colleges  are  not  corporations,  and  have 
no  separate  existence  apart  from  the  Cburch.  They  are  simply  schools  of  theology 
in  connection  with  the  Church.  The  Church  instituted  them,  and  the  Church  can, 
if  it  sees  cause,  abolish  them. 

Such  being  the  fact«,  it  appears  to  me  that  no  analogy  whatever  can  be  drawn 
from  the  position  of  professors  in  universities — (applause) — and  the  question  arises, 
what  is  the  position  of  the  professors  in  our  halU  f    (Applause.)    In  considering  this 
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qaestion  it  is  necessary  to  keep  perfectly  distinct  the  two  officea  which  tny  on 
is  a  professor  holds — the  one  the  office  of  an  ordained  minister,  and  the  otJ 
addition  to  the  former,  that  of  a  professor  or  teacher  in  the  hall.  The  latter  < 
conferred  by  the  Qeneral  Assembly  when  it  appoints  a  professor.    (Hear,  hea 

Now,  what  are  the  duties  of  the  latter  office  1  These  are,  generally  speakii 
training  and  instruction  of  the  students  for  the  ministry  in  all  branches  of  t 
gical  learning — a  very  high  and  solemn  duty — perhaps  I  may  say  the  higheil 
of  teaching  of  students  known  ;  but  still,  however  high  in  deg^ree,  it  is  teach 
training  of  students  in  a  particular  branch  of  learning,  and,  so  far  as  I  can 
not  in  any  way  analogous  to  the  office  of  a  pastor  over  his  people,  but  is  qui 
tinct.  (Applause.)  The  office  which  a  pastor  holds  is,  in  my  opinion,  one  wh 
holds  ad  vitam  aui  cufpam^  and  no  possible  question  can  arise  regarding  it. 
hear.)  But,  looking  at  the  duties  of  the  office  and  the  position  of  the  theo! 
halls  towards  the  Church,  I  think  that  the  office  which  a  professor,  qua  pro 
holds  is  not  one  of  the  same  tenure,  and  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  G 
Assembly  both  to  appoint  and,  if  an  emergency  arise,  to  recal  the  appointm 
professors,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  they  think  just  and  equitalile.  I 
of  what  my  learned  friend,  the  interim  legal  adviser,  stated  on  Tuesday,  I  can: 
course,  express  a  confident  view  on  the  question,  but  I  think  it  due  to  the  he 
state  what  I  have  done,  that  they  may  know  that  I  do  not  ag^'ee  in  erery  i 
with  what  he  stated — (applause) — and  that  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  views  w 
have  expressed  are  sound  in  principle  and  in  accordance  with  law  and  eqnit 
with  the  wellbeing  of  our  Church  in  relation  to  its  theological  halls.  (App! 
There  is  one  obsenration  further  which  I  wish  to  make,  and  that  is  this 
Tuesday  night  this  house,  after  a  full  discussion,  decided  that  there  did  exist 
relation  between  the  Church  and  one  of  its  professors  such  an  emergency  as  '. 
pointed  at.  The  house  are  now  therefore  bound  to  take  steps  to  carry  on 
resolution  in  a  practical  form.  (Applause.)  Both  the  motions  before  the 
proposed  by  Dr.  Adam  and  Dr.  Bruce,  recognise  this  necessity.  Dr.  Adam 
definite  proposal  before  the  house,  but  Dr.  Broce's  motion  objects  only  i 
manner  in  which  Dr.  Adam  proposes  to  carry  out  the  decision  of  the  Assembl 
is  therefore  incomplete.  (Applause.)  I  am  sure  that  the  house  will  give  a  fa 
full  consideration  to  any  proposal  which  would  enable  it  to  perform  with  as 
tenderness  and  consideration  as  possible  the  painful  duty  which  they  hs 
perform.  One  thing,  however,  I  am  sure  of,  and  it  is,  that  the  honse  wi 
stultify  itself  by  accepting  Dr.  Bruce's  motion  in  its  present  incomplete 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  M'CANDLISH,  Edinburgh,  wished  to  say  sometliing  on  the  question  • 
power  which  the  Assembly  had  to  deal  with  professors.  He  had  never  lai< 
great  stress  on  that  question.  All  authorities  like  Parliament,  and  in  one 
this  General  Assembly,  had  a  sort  of  absolute  power.  It  has  otten  been  salt 
even  in  this  free  country  Parliament  is  omnipotent,  and  so  it  is,  because  there 
tribunal,  except  the  people  who  elect  it,  to  which  an  appeal  can  be  taken  agai 
decisions.  In  that  sense  the  Assembly  was  also  omnipotent.  The  only  count 
to  a  minister  or  professor  would  be  to  appeal  to  the  Church  itself  or  the  Co 
Session.  Therefore  there  was  no  use  talking  about  power.  The  whole  this 
whether  it  was  just  and  desirable  for  the  Church  to  exercise  that  power  in  tl 
proposed.  He  quite  agreed  with  some  of  those  who  had  spoken  that  it  might 
desirable  thing  that  the  General  Assembly  should  not  only  have  the  power  t 
out  professors  and  ministers  also,  but  should  sometimes  exercise  it.  (Hear, 
But  the  question  was,  By  what  process  was  that  power  to  be  exercised  1  He  i 
say  the  very  worst  way,  and  that  which  must  tend  to  most  iiyustice,  was  thi 
such  a  question  loose  upon  the  General  Assembly — a  popular  Assembly  like 
and  having  it  debated  for  a  single  day,  and  then  carried  by  a  mere  majoril 
they  were  to  canvass  the  conduct  of  either  their  professors  or  their  minister 
ought  to  do  it  in  a  solemn  and  deliberate  way,  but  certainly  not  in  this  par 
way  in  which  the  Assembly  were  proposing  to  do  it  just  now.  He  wished  to 
to  one  proof  of  that.  They  were  asked  to  turn  out  Professor  Smith  upon  gp 
which  practically  had  not  been  debated  in  this  house.  Several  parts  of  the  i 
of  Tuesday  had  never  been  debated  at  all.  He  ventured  to  appeal  to  the  Asi 
whether  the  soundness  or  unsoundness  of  Professor  Smith's  views  was  not  ti 
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question  at  issoe,  and  yet  it  had  neyer  been  debated  in  this  Assembly.  He  for  one 
had  not  made  np  his  mind  on  that  question,  and  he  was  not  going  to  turn  Professor 
Smith  ont  of  his  chair  beeanse  he  had  been  a.  little  indiscreet  here  and  there,  and 
becaase  he  did  not  tell  them  at  last  Assembly  that  he  had  an  artiele  in  the  press 
that  might  create  further  diecnssion.  The  only  question  on  which  they  could  reason- 
ably turn  out  Professor  Smith  was  the  soundness  or  unsoundness  of  his  views.  They 
had  that  question  still  to  debate.  He  did  not  think  this  Assembly  was  the  place  to 
debate  it  in,  at  least  until  it  had  been  considered  in  some  calm  and  deliberate  way, 
and  that  was  the  reason  why  in  their  motion  on  Tuesday  they  asked  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee.  Dr.  Begg  had  reproached  them  with  suggesting  a  libel  now 
when  they  had  voted  against  the  prosecution  of  a  libel  last  year,  but  the  circum- 
stances were  altogether  different.  Last  year  they  were  dealing  with  a  particular 
libel  and  with  particular  writings.  That  libel  had  consisted  originally  of  some  four 
and  twenty  charges,  but  the  whole  of  these,  with  one  exception,  had  either  been  dis- 
missed by  the  Glasgow  Assembly  of  1878  or  had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  one  that 
remained  had  emerged  in  a  new  shape,  and  in  the  Assembly  of  1879  had  been  sup- 
ported only  by  a  majority  of  one.  Last  year  a  large  majority  of  the  Assembly  were 
in  favour  of  getting  rid  of  that  one  remaining  charge,  some,  no  doubt,  in  one  way 
and  some  in  another.  But  they  were  now  in  a  totally  different  position.  They  had 
different  publications  before  them.  They  had  a  book  in  which  Professor  Smith  had 
given  utterance  to  his  opinions  on  a  fuller  scale  than  he  had  done  before,  and  he  (Mr. 
IfCandlish)  was  most  desirous  that  some  method  should  be  found  in  this  Church 
for  examining  that  book.  It  was  perhaps  a  rash  thing  to  offer  an  opinion  on  the 
sobjeet,  but  so  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  follow  Professor  Smith's  teaching  he  was 
not  inclined  altogether  to  accept  it.  But  he  wanted  to  be  informed  on  the  subject. 
Dr.  Adams  had  said  they  were  not  going  to  inquire  into  it.  (Interruption.)  Yes, 
but  they  were  going  to  act  before  they  inquired  into  it.  The  proposition  on  his  side 
of  the  house  was  not  that  a  libel  should  necessarily  be  framed.  They  proposed  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  whether  a  libel  could  or  should  be  framed.  Many  gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  the  house  were  ,of  opinion  that  no  libel  could  be  framed,  and  that  they 
could  not  bring  any  charge  under  the  Confession  of  Faith  in  consequence  of  that 
book.  He  should  have  liked  that  looked  Into.  There  was  great  difference  of  opinion 
in  this  Chnreh  on  questions  of  doctrine,  even  on  these  critical  questions  now  under 
eonsideration.  There  were  gentlemen  in  this  house  who  altogether  differed  from 
Principal  Rainy  on  these  points,  although  they  were  acting  along  with  Ifim  in  seeking 
to  turn  ont  Professor  Smith.  (Laughter.)  Nobody  who  had  read  Dr.  Bainy's  book 
oould  doubt  that  be  was  much  in  advance  of  many  of  his  supporters  in  his  views 
on  this  subject.  What  Dr.  Bainy  said  was,  "  Gh)  ahead,  but  don't  go  headlong.'* 
(Laughter.)  Did  that  mean  they  were  just  to  go  exactly  the  length  that  he  had 
gone  and  no  further)  (Renewed  laughter.)  Were  they  to  go  the  length  Dr. 
Rainy  went  at  this  Assembly,  and  then  to  follow  him  at  next  Assembly  to  the  point 
at  which  he  had  arrived  by  that  timet  He  wanted  to  know  where  they  were  to 
have  any  standard  for  their  opinions — where  -the  Church  was  to  have  any  such 
standard.  Their  only  safe  standard  must  be  the  Confession  of  Faith.  That  contained 
all  the  doctrines  upon  which  they  had  agreed  to  agpree,  and  as  to  things  outside  the 
Confession  of  Faith  they  had  agreed  to  differ,  and  ought  to  have  liberty  to  differ ; 
and  if  they  threw  discredit  on  the  Confession  of  Faith,  as  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  had  done— (No,  no) — ^yes,  it  wss  to  disparage  the  Confession  of  Faith  to 
represent  it  as  an  incomplete  and  imperfect  document,  and  an  unfit  instrument  for 
trying  questions  of  doctrine, — ^if  they  discredited  the  Confession  they  would  find  some 
other  day  the  danger  of  that  course.  There  was  another  point.  A  very  large  number 
of  office-bearers  and  members  of  the  Church  had  a  strong  conviction  that  great  in- 
justice and  unfairness  had  been  done  In  the  course  of  these  whole  proceedings  against 
Professor  Smith.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  might  be  said  indeed,  "  You  think  them  unjust^ 
but  we  don't,"  but  why  should  the  proceedings  of  this  Church  be  conducted  in  a  way 
to  give  such  an  impression  to  any  one  member  of  the  Church.  Surely  the  affairs  of 
the  Free  Church  could  be  conducted,  whether  as  a  court  of  justice  or  as  a  court  of 
an  imperial  Church,  in  some  way  to  produce  an  impression  that  everybody  had  had 
fiur  play.  He  urged  the  Assembly  to  go  no  further  in  that  course,  and  so  preserve 
the  loyalty  of  a  large  body  of  their  members.     (Applause.) 

Sir  HBNRY  MONCREIFF  said— I  do  not  want  to  say  much  about  this  ques- 
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lion  to-day,  becanBe,  jast  as  I  said  on  Tuesday  evening,  I  am  willing  to  acqnieace 
in  Dr.  Adam's  motion,  simply  becaase  I  can  see  no  better  way  of  extricating  onr- 
selves  from  the  posilion  in  which  we  are  placed.  (Applanse.)  I  am  not  partica- 
larly  fond  of  the  coarse  proposed,  hot  I  have  a  strong  objection,  on  the  one  hand, 
to  some  of  the  references  that  have  jast  been  dealt  in  by  Mr.  M'Candlish,  and  also 
to  the  terms  of  Dr.  Brace's  motion.  I  merely  wish  to  state  this  opinion.  I  do  not 
appear  as  a  keen  advocate  for  the  motion  proposed  by  Dr.  Adam,  al though  I  feel 
myself  obliged  to  acqaiesce  in  it.  What  I  have  to  say  about  Mr.  M^Candlish  is, 
that  he  says  we  are  disparaging  the  Confession  of  Faith.  I  do  not  think  that  a  single 
man  who  supports  Dr.  Adam's  motion  has  said  a  single  word  or  done  a  single  thing 
to  disparage  the  Confession  of  Faith.  (Applause.)  But  the  whole  point  here, 
palpably  ignored  by  many  people,  and  by  Dr.  Bruce  in  his  motion,  is  the  point  of 
distinction  between  what  we  are  proposing  to  do  and  what  we  must  do  when  we 
make  a  case  of  discipline.  It  does  not  distinguish  between  the  latter  and  the  rights 
we  may  have  in  respect  of  colleges  and  professors.  We  say  we  are  not  going  to 
come  to  any  conclusion  in  the  way  of  Church  censure.  There  is  nothing  said 
in  Dr.  Adam's  motion  about  Scriptural  principles  and  formal  processes,  which 
relate  to  Cliurch  censure.  The  motion  of  Dr.  Bruce  is  totally  inapplieable  to 
what  Dr.  Adam  proposes  to* do,  and  is  a  question  apart  from  the  question  alto- 
gether of  our  professors.  We  are  entitled  to  consider  what  the  interests  of  the 
Church  are  in  the  teaching  of  the  classes  in  our  colleges.  This  is  the  simple 
question  Dr.  Adam  has  put  before  you.  I  am  not  particularly  fond  of  this 
motion,  although  I  feel  I  cannot  see  any  other  way  of  extricating  the  house  from 
this  difficulty.  On  the  other  hand,  it  will  never  do  to  say  that  we  are  to  be  held  at 
violating  the  forms  of  the  process  or  the  principles  of  discipline  when  it  is  main- 
tained by  Dr.  Adam  that  yon  have  something  decisive  to  deal  with — a  power  the 
Church  has  a  right  to  exercise  with  regard  to  the  teaching  in  our  colleges.  What  I 
say  is — It  is  not  proposed  that  any  of  the  consequences  that  arise  ont  of  ecclesias- 
tical censure  shall  follow  in  the  case  before  yoo.  Nothing  of  that  kind  is  proposed. 
You  can  deny  that  we  are  entitled  to  deal  with  a  professor  apart  from  the  process  of 
discipline,  but  you  have  no  right  to  ignore  the  fact  that  this  is  a  point  of  view  that 
is  founded  on  by  the  other  side.  Well,  Mr.  M'Candlish  referred  to  the  history  of 
the  case  in  connection  with  last  Assembly.  There  is  one  thing  which  he  and  others 
uniformly  omit  to  notice,  and  wish  to  give  the  go-by  to  and  forget,  and  that 
is,  that  before  that  judgment  was  pronounced,  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
Assembly  declared  the  Ubel  ripe  for  probation,  and  if  it  was  ripe  for  probation  it 
must  have  been  relevant.  (Applause.)  In  these  circomstances,  I  should  have  been 
glad  if  any  medium  course  could  be  found  that  might  be  likely  to  bring  peace  in  r^^rd 
to  Professor  Smith ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  that  course  could  be  found.  (Applause.) 
I  am  qaite  aware,  at  the  same  time,  that  if  this  motion  is  carried  peace  will  not  be 
brought  to  the  Church.  I  am  quite  aware  that  that  book  of  Professor  Smith's  will 
sooner  or  later  require  to  be  examined — (hear,  hear) — but,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe 
we  are  not  ripe  for  coming  to  any  conclusion  about  that  book  at  presents  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  do  not  think  many  of  ns  have  so  thoroughly  studied  that  book  as  to  come 
to  a  conclusion  upon  it ;  and,  on  the  whole,  I  think  it  desirable  that  the  matter 
should  rest  with  the  notice  taken  of  it  by  Dr.  Adam  in  his  motion.  I  do  not  think 
that  motion  would  be  complete  unless  notice  was  taken  of  it.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  BENJAMIN  BELL,  Froickheim,  said— Moderator,  it  is  always  hard  to 
speak  for  the  first  time  in  this  Assembly,  but  surely  hardest  of  all  when  we  most 
plead  for  a  beloved  friend,  with  a  house  almost  committed  against  him.  I  say 
'*  almost,"  for  let  me  remind  you  to  how  much  we  are  pledged  by  Tuesday's  finding. 
Only  to  this,  that  it  is  not  safe  or  advantageous  that  Professor  Smith  should  at 
present  teach  our  students.  Now,  permit  me  to  point  ont — and  this  is  no  mere 
verbal  quibble — that  there  are  things  neither  safe  nor  advantageous  which  yet  may 
be  both  just  and  necessary.  Christian  men  may  have  to  do  or  bear  many  such 
things  because  they  are  righteous  and  mercifal.     (Applause.) 

I  hope  I  shall  not  say  one  word  to  weaken  the  effect  of  the  appeals  alreadj 
made  in  this  debate.  All  must  have  felt  the  high  tone  of  the  speeches  thus  far 
May  we  not  hope  yet  to  reach  some  satisfactory  solution  of  the  difficult  question 
before  us  to-day  1  I  feel  sure  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  doing  so  if  all  the 
^embers  were  free,  as  they  ooght  to  be,  to  act  noio  exactly  as  they  see  to  be  jast  and 
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Ohrisiian.  Bat  we  haTe  this  pecollar  state  of  things  to  contend  with.  We  have 
to  face  a  coalifcion.  Lord  Beaconsfield  never  aaid  a  truer  thing  than  this — "England 
does  not  love  coalitions.'*  Moderator,  I  venture  to  say,  the  Church  of  Christ  does 
not  love  coalitions.  (Applause.)  But  here  we  have  three  different  parties  agreeing 
together  before  the  Assembly  meet  on  a  course  of  conduct  in  this  case — ^agreeing 
to  what  I  may  call  a  tragedy  in  three  acta — of  which  the  third  falls  to  be  enacted 
this  day.  Kow,  I  venture  to  hope,  that  this  third  act  has  not  been  fully  rehearsed. 
I  appeal  to  the  independent  members  who  voted  in  the  miyority  on  Tuesday,  if  there 
is  not  some  ground  in  the  state  of  the  argument  to-day,  to  hope  for  some  solution 
short  of  that  presented  in  Dr.  Adam's  motion.     (Applause.) 

I  have  three  objections  to  his  proposal — 1.  The  censure  which  it  would  inflict 
is  much  too  severe  for  the  fault  condemned.  That  fault  was  in  substance  one  of 
impulsiveness  or  impetuosity — a  fault  of  temper  and  hastiness.  Now  such  errors 
committed  instinctively,  and  under  impulse,  are  less  blameworthy  than  others 
which  are  deliberate  and  under  the  control  of  the  will. 

But  2.  1  object  to  Dr.  Adam's  motion,  because  Tuesday's  finding  was  reached 
in  a  way  that  diminishes  the  moral  weight  of  the  majority,  large  though  it  was. 
1  will  not  say  a  word  more  about  the  coalition.  But  there  have  been  besides  several 
significant  indications  of  hesitation  about  the  course  proposed  on  the  part  of  some 
even  who  supported  it  Thus,  my  honoured  friend.  Sir  H.  Moncreiflf,  who  is  wont 
to  take  a  middle  position  in  this  house  between  the  two  extreme  parties  (and  long 
may  he  be  spared  to  do  so),  he  told  us  on  Tuesday  that  he  acquiesced  in  Dr.  Bainy's 
motion  with  considerable  hesitation,  and  used  other  similar  expressions  which  ho 
iias  just  repeated  again  to-day  about  Dr.  Adam's  motion.  I  also  observed  his  nn- 
willing^ess  to  be  one  of  the  committee  to  answer  the  reasons  of  dissent.  And  we 
all  remember  what  occurred.  As  to  Mr.  Guthrie,  when  he  began  to  speak,  nine* 
tenths  of  the  house  thought  (including  Professor  Smith  himself)  that  he  was  about 
to  support  Dr.  Bainy's  motion.  We  were  entitled  to  think  so  from  the  turn  in  the 
debate  at  which  he  spoke.  But  instead  of  that,  we  find  him,  the  interim  legal*adviser, 
so  strongly  impressed  with  the  danger  of  the  course  proposed,  and  the  entire  absence 
of  precedents  in  its  favour,  as  to  volunteer  his  legal  opinion  to  that  effect.  If  the 
house  will  pardon  a  harmless  pleasantry,  I  would  say,  that  some  of  the  supporters  of 
Dr.  Bainy's  motion  might  have  addressed  to  him  the  remonstrance  of  King  Balak 
to  Balaam  of  old, "  What  hast  thou  done  unto  me  1  I  took  thee  to  curse  this  people, 
and,  behold,  thou  hast  blessed  them  altogether."     (Laughter,  and  loud  applause.) 

But  1  have  yet  another  objection  to  Dr.  Adam's  motion.  It  has  no  word,  no 
jnessage,  for  our  waiting  people.  ( Applause.)  This  is  a  people's  question.  Moderator, 
they  are  intensely  interested  in  this  subject.  (Applause.)  I  don't  wish  to  appeal  to 
the  galleries,  but  I  venture  to  say,  that  three-fourths  of  our  Christian  people  in  the 
liowlands  are  on  Professor  Smith's  side.  Some  of  them  think  he  has  not  got  justice. 
Some  of  them,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  his  views,  most  of  them  think 
IxAh  these  things ;  and  we  are  giving  no  answer  to  our  people's  cry  for  light  and 
help  in  this  matter.  Anxieties  about  Biblical  questions  have  been  aroused,  not  by 
Professor  Smith,  but  by  others ;  and  this  is  the  gtone  we  give  them  instead  of  bread. 
Por  what  is  all  that  Dr.  Adam's  motion  says  about  the  lectures  1  It  speaks  of 
"anxiety,"  and  of  ''considering  the  judgment  already  arrived  at  in  regard  to  Pro- 
fessor Smith."  Does  that  mean  that  if  our  people  read  the  lectures,  they  may  be  dealt 
with  as  Professor  Smith  has  been )  I  venture  to  think.  Moderator,  that  it  means  little 
more  than  this,  that  at  that  point  the  coalition  very  nearly  broke  down.   (Applause.) 

Moderator,  our  Church  has  had  a  noble  history  in  the  past.  Her  principles  have 
been  great,  and  also  her  men.  And  among  her  principles  none  has  been  more 
fundamental  than  that  of  non-intrut^ion.  Dr.  Begg  did  good  service  on  behalf  of 
that  before  the  Disruption.  The  question  of  spiritual  independence  in  the  present 
century  grew  out  of  that  principle.  ICow  that  principle  is  at  stake  to-day-^-non- 
iztrunon  is  just  as  important  as  non-intrution.  The  one  is  as  great  a  violation  of 
the  rights  of  the  Christian  people  as  the  other.     (Applause.) 

We  have  had  great  vun  too.  Will  any  one  tell  me  that  Dr.  Candlish  would  have 
done  what  we  read  of  in  the  Scotsman  last  Thursday  1  (Interruption.)  Leaving  the 
friends  with  whom  he  had  acted  for  years,  and  without  communication  with  them, 
attending  a  meeting  of  the  other  side!  I  do  not  wish  to  say  one  word  disrespectfnl 
to  Dr.  Bainy.     But  I  maiuUin  he  has  made  a  mistake — a  mistake  which  he  told 
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vm  himself  on  Tuesday  that  professors  were  pecoliarly  liable  to  fall  into^  throagh  not 
being  **  pressed  on  all  sides  by  their  congregation.'*  For  more  than  a  year  he  has 
been  neither  giTing  nor  seeking  confidence  on  oar  side,  and  the  conseqaence  is,  that 
he  has  been  ignorant  of  the  trae  state  of  feeling  in  the  Church  and  the  country. 
(Applause.) 

One  other  closing  remark.  I  was  the  fellow-student  of  Professor  Smith.  And 
I  appeal  confidently  to  his  professors,  as  well  as  all  his  fellow-students,  if  his  influ- 
ence in  the  Hall  wss  not  that  of  a  man  of  God  and  of  prayer — on  the  side  of 
earnestness  and  reverent  thought.  We  never  looked  on  him  as  an  unorthodox 
student  We  recognised  thus  early  the  peculiarly  strong  hold  that  he  had  of  the 
doctrine  of  grace,  and  of  the  historical  character  of  God's  revelation  of  Himself  in 
His  Word.  He  held  that  view  of  Revelation  strongly,  as  Dr.  Rainy  does  in  the  same 
sense,  and  has  expounded  it  so  ably  in  his  great  work,  **  The  Delivery  and  Develop- 
ment of  Doctrine."  It  was  that  truth,  I  believe,  which  led  him  toward  the 
critical  views  he  has  adopted.  For  these  have  a  spiritual  side,  though  I  must 
not  dwell  on  it.  I  would  only  now  appeal,  in  sitting  down,  to  independent  members 
in  the  majority.  We  on  our  side  cannot  propose  another  motion,  but  let  them  either 
refrain  from  voting,  and  thus  allow  our  motion  to  pass,  or  else  suggest  some  other 
course  short  of  removing  Professor  Smith  from  his  chair. 

Dr.  BEGG  said — I  am  glad  to  see  the  younger  ministers  taking  part  in  our 
deliberations.  I  rejoice  that  rank  is  now  being  broken,  and  that  we  hear  the  free 
▼oice  of  our  younger  ministers  in  connection  with  these  debates.  I  think,  at  the 
same  time,  the  special  object  in  meeting  to-day  has  been  to  a  considerable  extent 
overlooked.  I  have  no  objection  to  have  the  matter  discussed,  but  our  object  in 
meeting  to-day  was  to  bring  the  matter  to  a  conclusion — (laughter) — not  in  the  way 
of  upsetting  the  judgment  of  Tuesday  evening,  for  that  is  thoroughly  incompetent, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  considering  in  what  way  that  judgment  could  best  be  given 
effect  to.  That  is  our  object  in  meeting  to-day ;  at  the  same  time  to  refer  to  some 
of  the  statements  which  have  been  made  with  the  view  of  inducing  us  to  adopt  Pro- 
fessor Broce's  motion.  It  was  argued  that  this  proposal  on  the  part  of  Dr.  Adam — 
and  I  agree  very  much  with  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  in  regard  to  it — that  this  proposal 
is  perfectly  competent  on  constitutional  grounds.  I  was  glad  that  Mr.  M'Candlish 
very  frankly  admitted  that  we  had  the  power,  and  in  the  nature  of  things  must  have 
the  power,  to  do  what  is  now  proposed.  But  1  can  prove  that  at  a  very  early  period 
the  Church  asserted  the  right  to  do  even  in  regard  to  ministers  what  is  now  proposed 
to  do  in  regard  to  one  of  our  professors.  Dr.  Begg  proceeded  to  quote  the  following 
passage  from  Wodrow,  showing  that  the  General  Assembly  in  1716  had  deposed  two 
brothers  from  the  ministry  who  had  declined  to  answer  questions  as  to  whether  they 
had  refused  to  keep  a  thanksgiving  for  the  king  on  his  accession — a  proceeding 
which  Wodrow  characterised  as  *'  tending  much  to  the  credit  of  the  Assembly  " : — 

"  This  day  we  had  a  process  against  two  brothers,  Mr.  James  and  John  MaitUnd,. 
in  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen  and  the  Presbytery  of  Turriff,  which  took  another  turn 
than  I  expected.  Thir  two  men  have  bred  trouble  enough  to  the  Assembly  and  that 
Synod.  They  both  refused  to  keep  the  Thanksgiving,  Jan.  20,  for  the  king'tf 
accession,  and  never  prayed  for  the  king  since  his  accession.  Their  Presbyteiy  eon- 
sists  but  of  six  members,  and  by  methods  they  took,  the  matter  was  overlooked  by 
their  Presbytery,  and  the  Synod  of  Aberdeen  took  the  matter  in  their  hands  at  their 
last  meeting,  and  called  the  two  brothers,  and  they  declined  their  authority,  eom- 
plaining  that,  according  to  the  Form  of  Process,  no  minister  can  be  processed  but 
first  before  their  own  Presbytery.  The  Synod  found  their  own  Presbytery  neglective, 
and  ordered  them  to  answer  questions  that  were  plain,  whether  they  kept  the  Thanks- 
giving,  and  whether  they  prayed  for  King  George  ?  They  would  not  answer,  though 
they  were  told  that  the  scandal  and  offence  was  very  great,  and  they  might  relieve 
themselves  from  it  by  declaring  themselves  candidly.  Upon  their  refusal  the  Synod 
sospended  them  till  June  next,  and  they  appealed  to  the  Assembly.  When  the 
matter  was  brought  iu,  the  Assembly  unanimously  approved  the  Synod's  sentence, 
mnd  ordered  them  thanks  for  their  seasonable  interposing.  Then  they  called  in  the 
.  two  brothers,  and  proposed  the  same  questions,  which  they  refused  to  answer  to^ 
whereupon  the  Assembly  went  on,  and,  by  their  unanimous  vote,  deposed  them  both. 
Hr.  Carstairs  had  a  very  pathetic  speech  to  them,  aggravating  their  guilt.  •  •  » 
This  sentence,  I  believe,  will  tend  much  to  the  credit  of  the  Assembly,"  &c. 
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The  points  in  Wodrow'B  narratiTo  are — Isfc,  The  brothers 'stand  upon  their  rights, 
according  to  the  form  of  process ;  2d,  Their  suspension  by  the  Sjnod  nntll  June— 
evidentlj  that  no  eyil  shall  occur  until  the  Assembly,  on  the  ground  that  their 
Presbytery  is  "neglectiTo" — a  fine  old  adjectiye,  that  means  a  good  deal  at  Aber- 
deen. 8d,  The  Assembly  thanking  the  Synod;  and  4th,  Deposing  the  brothers. 
The  sentence  was  no  doubt  sharp,  but  quite  jastified  by  the  circumstances.  The 
coontzy  was  simmering  with  rebellion.  The  Assembly  must  Tindicate  their  loyalty 
before  the  nation;  and  rebellion  must  be  checked,  and  the  people  warned  from 
following  the  lead  of  Jacobite  ministers. 

That  (continued  Dr.  Begg)  is,  of  course,  an  extreme  case;  but  if  the  General 
Assembly  was  approved  of  by  Wodrow  for  doing  that  in  reference  to  a  matter  where 
an  earthly  soTcreign  was  iuTolved,  surely  no  one  will  doubt  that  if  we  belieTO  that  a 
higher  interest  is  now  inroWed,  we  have  an  undoubted  right  to  do  what  is  now 
proposed  to  be  done.  (Applause.)  On  the  subject  of  the  constitutional  right,  there- 
fore, I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to  speak  at  all.  I  agree  with  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff 
that  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  allegation  that  the  matter  was  not  fully  considered 
in  eonneetion  with  the  pre?ious  discussions.  It  was  considered  during  a  period  of 
three  years  at  least  And  then  when  a  man  stands  up  in  this  Assembly  and  tella 
us  that  the  people  of  Scotland  are  mainly  upon  his  side— well,  I  think  he  makes  a 
great  mistake.  (Applause.)  I  know  this,  that  in  the  yote  of  this  house  the  majority 
of  elders  was  Tcry  great — 120  to  211 — (hear,  hoar) — 120  favoured  the  yiews  advocated 
by  Mr.  Bell,  and  211  were  on  the  opposite  side.  I  presume,  as  a  general  thing  you 
must  take  it  for  granted  that  these  elders  have  some  knowledge  of  the  feeling  that 
prevails  in  the  respective  quarters  from  which  they  come— (applause) — and  for  the 
newspapers,  1  have  no  objection  to  the  ability  of  newspapers ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
when  yon  bring  in  newspapers — ^if  any  one  does  so — as  evidence  that  the  feeling  of 
the  couBtzy  runs  in  a  certain  direction,  I  would  go  back  to  the  Disroption.  (Hear, 
hear.)  At  the  Disroption  we  had  no  newspaper  on  our  side — (hear,  hear) — we  had 
to  create  a  newspaper  to  be  upon  our  side— 1  am  sorry  it  is  not  on  our  side  now — 
and  we,  perhaps,  may  have  to  do  what  we  did  again.  (Hear,  hear,  and  laaghter.) 
At  the  same  time  when  the  Disroption  happened  every  one  was  astonished  at  the 
extent  of  it,  because  they  had  been  previously  taught  to  believe  that  the  mass  of  the 
people  were  opposed  to  our  views.  It  requires  very  skilful  men  and  of  large  expe- 
rience— and  I  only  hint  this  to  onr  friend  Mr.  Bell — it  requires  a  very  great  amount 
of  knowledge  and  experience  to  gauge  and  test  the  public  feeling,  and  I  may  just 
give  my  opinion  as  opposed  to  his,  that  he  will  find  when  this  matter  comes  to  an 
issue  it  will  be  found  that  an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  of  Scotland— > 
(cheers) — not  only  in  the  North,  are  staunch  and  sound  in  regard  to  the  principles 
we  hold.  (Applause.)  Dr.  Dods  made  an  exceedingly  good  speech  on  his  own  side. 
(Laughter.)  But  then  there  were  several  things  I  think  it  extremely  important  to 
correct.  For  example,  he  said  that  no  one  now  could  maintain  a  canon  of  Scripture 
on  the  old  traditional  ground,  but  he  did  not  tell  us  what  the  old  traditional  ground 
was.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  maintain  the  canon  of  Scripture  on  the  ground  that  we 
believe  the  Bible  to  be  the  inspired — (Oh,  oh) — Word  of  God,  and  we  hold — 
^laughter) — that  anything  opposed  to  that  is  inconsistent  with  the  adoption  of  onr 
Confession.  It  will  be  time  enough  when  this  matter  is  brought  before  the  Church, 
■and  the  Chorch  is  satisfied  by  what  Dr.  Dods  has  stated,  it  will  be  time  enough 
then  to  change  our  ground  and  our  course ;  but  then,  in  the  meantime,  he  admits 
that  Professor  Robertson  Smith  has  erroneous  views — I  think  he  said  false  views — 
(hear,  hear) — then  be  it  so.  The  question  is,  are  we,  in  these  circumstances,  to 
continue  his  teaching  in  onr  college?  (Hear,  hear.)  That  is  the  question.  That 
is  the  only  question  at  the  present  moment.  Are  we  warranted  in  these  circum- 
stances to  continue  instructions  manifestly  given  by  one  of  our  professors,  with  which 
I  -don't  know  to  what  extent  even  Dr.  Dods  may  approve;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
the  Church  is  bound  to  see  that  nothing  is  taught  to  these  students  that  is  incon- 
sistent with  our  views  on  divine  truth  as  a  Church  of  Christ,  and,  unless  a  man  can 
prove  that  it  is  safe  to  allow  the  attendance  of  onr  students  on  instruction  of  an 
objectionable  kind,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  case  whatever.  No  doubt  Dr.  Bruce 
said  in  the  morning  that  the  leaven  will  continue,  and  that  the  mischief  is  in  the 
air,  and  so  forth ;  well,  1  say  we  had  better  leave  it  in  the  air.  (Laughter  and 
«heas.) 
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Dr.  BRUCE— >That  was  not  my  phrase,  bat  Dr.  Rainy's. 

Dr.  BEGG — I  do  not  care  whose  phrase  it  was.  1  say  in  regard  to  this  leami— 
the  leaven  will  continue  perhaps,  but  we  must  take  care  it  does  not  continue  amongst 
our  students  if  we  can  help  it.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  Dr.  Dods  was  kind 
enough  to  tell  a  Greek  story,  and  apply  it,  I  presume,  to  me.  (Laughter.)  Well,  I 
hare  never  any  objection  to  a  good  story — (laughter) — but  another  story  occurred  to 
me — (renewed  laughter)— during  the  time  he  was  telling  his,  and  it  is  of  a  mneh 
later  date.  I  remember  Dr.  Chalmers  speaking  of  an  individual  who  would  take  na 
advice,  but  went  on  in  a  course  which  he  reckoned  reprehensible,  notwithstanding 
all  admonition  and  advice — "  Well,''  said  he  to  me,  "  that  man  reminds  me  of  what 
the  wives  say  to  their  bairns,  *  You  are  workin'  for  your  licks.' "  (Great  laughter.) 
Kotwithstanding  all  the  appeals  that  have  been  made,  we  have  met  here  for  a  solemn 
duty.  (Hear,  hear.)  Men  must  not  shrink  from  it.  I  think  no  one  will  shrink 
from  any  consideration,  if  it  be  the  right  thing  to  do.  Those  who  voted  in  Tuesday's 
division  will  not  have  the  least  scruple  to  vote  for  Dr.  Adam's  motion.  ("  Na")  Jn 
regard  to  that  book  I  have  read  it,  and  formed  my  own  opinion  on  it,  but  I  am  quite 
certain  that  the  Church  has  not  studied  it  yet,  and  I  think  it  better  in  the  meantime 
to  rest  satisfied  with  one  step,  leaving  the  future  for  the  course  that  wisdom  may 
dictate.     (Loud  applause,  and  cries  of  '*  Vote.") 

Mr.  CONNELL,  Thurso,  who  obtained  preference  over  Mr.  Henderson,  Crieff,  wa» 
received  with  cries  of  **  Divide,"  **  Henderson,"  and  interruption.  He  said  he 
thought  it  was  rather  a  thing  they  should  be  sorry  for  that  Dr.  Begg  should  give 
way  to  the  besetting  sin  of  story-telling— (" Ob,  oh;"  cries  of  " Shame,"  "  Vote  '> 
—on  this  most  grave  occasion. 

Several  members  rose  in  different  parts  of  the  house,  demanding  that  the  worda 
"  besetting  sin  "  should  be  withdrawn,  one  member  remarking  that  it  was  most 
disgraceful  for  a  young  man  to  say  so  of  a  father  in  the  Church,  and  he  moyed  that 
the  words  should  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CONNELL,  who  several  times  had  essayed  to  continue  his  speech  amid 
much  interruption,  which  always  broke  out  afresh,  proceeded  to  say  that  he  thought 
they  ought  to  look  beyond  the  interests  of  this  Church  and  the  interests  of  Professor 
Smith.  They  ought  to  look  to  the  interests  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  its  relation 
to  the  outside  world,  and  he  said  it  was  incumbent  upon  them,  as  a  house,  to  look 
outside  of  themselves,  and  to  consider  whether  or  not  the  motion,  which  it  was 
proposed  to  pass  that  day  as  against  Professor  Smith,  was  fitted  to  commend  the 
Christian  Church  to  that  outside  world  as  carrying  with  it  the  gospel  of  the 
grace  of  God.  There  was  an  essential  betrayal  of  the  principle  of  justice — 
("No,  no") — ^and  that  principle  was  one  to  which  the  eye  of  the  world  waa 
keen,  and  if  men  saw  them  act  in  such  a  way,  and  could  not  comprehend  it 
according  to  the  common  laws  of  a  sound  morality,  they  would  say,  *'If  this 
is  your  gospel,  we  shall  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  iu"  The  constitutional 
question  had  been  raised,  and  something  had  been  said  by  Mr.  Cowan  there- 
anent  Our  friend  on  this  side  has  said  that  the  power  of  the  Assembly  waa 
supreme  in  dealing  with  this  question.  He  (Mr.  Connell)  looked  upon  the 
matter  in  this  light — whether  I  be  right  or  whether  I  be  wrong,  the  Church, 
of  which  Professor  Smith  made  one,  had  said  to  him.  You  go  and  teach  for 
us  at  Aberdeen,  having  your  full  rights,  subject  to  the  constitution  of  thia 
Church.  Professor  Smith  shook  hands  and  the  Church  shook  hands  with  him, 
and  he  went  to  his  work,  having  the  right  to  teach  so  long  aa  a  charge  ad 
evlpam  was  not  established,  and  the  only  way  they  could  get  at  the  etdpa  waa  to 
take  a  constitutional  way  according  to  the  forms  of  thia  Church.  Professor  Smith 
and  his  friends  were  quite  entitled  to  hold  to  that  position  and  say.  If  you  delete  the 
form  of  process,  and  go  about  it  in  the  same  way  as  the  House  of  Commona  in  the 
Bradlaugh  business,  you  are  acting  in  a  way  that  will  not  commend  itself,  as  yon 
take  the  message  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  the  outside  world.  (Cries  of  **  Vote," 
and  interruption.)  It  was  surely  a  thing  to  be  careful  over  when  Sir  Henry  Mon- 
creiff  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  proposals  of  Dr.  Adam ;  and  he  thought  they 
might  fairly  say  that,  in  the  providence  of  God  upon  this  most  important  queation, 
they  might  look  to  Sir  Henry  and  others  to  give  the  aocuaed  on  Uiia  oocaaion  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt,  leaving  the  matter  for  fuller  investigation  in  the  spirit  of 
iinmility  and  brotherly  love,  as  to  the  investigation  Professor  Smith  had  a  right  to 
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elaim.  Whaterer  be  the  majority  againsl  as  we  are  not  prepared  to  quit  jast  yet 
the  good  old  ship.  We  shaU  see  her  safely  through  the  breakers  into  a  haven,  if 
not  for  the  time  more  peaceful,  at  least  more  healthful,  than  she  has  been  moored  in 
these  long  fire  years  gone  by.  Dr.  Begg,  in  concluding,  spoke  of  the  majority  in 
faTonr  of  his  side  of  the  house,  and  said  the  great  majority  of  the  people  were  sound 
as  to  the  principles  of  this  Church.  Who  doubted  thatt  Nobody.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Mr.  Bell's  statement  had  reference  to  a  far  greater  thing — it  had  reference  to  the 
point  of  procedure  in  dealing  with  this  case,  and  he  defied  Dr.  Begg  or  any  other 
man  to  hold  that  not  only  the  Free  Church,  but  all  Churches  and  the  world  at  large, 
were  committed  against  them.  He  could  not,  because  of  the  injustice.  (Applause, 
and  cries  of  "  Vote.") 

Sir  HENRY  MONCBEIFF  said  he  had  been  accused  or  spoken  of  as  if  he  was 
in  doubt  about  agreeing  with  Dr.  Adam's  motion.  He  never  said  he  had  any  doubt 
as  to  its  justice ;  but  in  existing  circumstances  he  only  said  he  had  not  been  a  very 
keen  advocate  for  that  course.     {**  Oh,"  and  applause.) 

Principal  BAINY  suggested,  as  a  matter  of  procedure,  that  they  should  agree 
upon  a  time  when  Dr.  Adam  would  be  called  upon  for  his  reply — say  at  a  quarter- 
past  four.  They  must  have  the  vote  that  day,  and  all  that  was  to  be  said  must  be 
said  now.    ("  No,  no.") 

Mr.  THOMSON,  Glasgow,  thought  that  the  house  should  be  very  chary,  Indeed, 
about  coming  to  any  rash  conclusion  as  to  a  period  for  the  termination  of  this  debate. 
fie  was  of  opinion,  and  many  in  the  house  were  of  opinion,  that  they  had  had  no 
debate  equal  In  Importance  to  this  since  they  were  a  separate  Church.  (Applause.) 
fie  would  just  mention  two  considerations  which,  he  thought,  ought  to  weigh  with 
the  house.     (Interruption.) 

The  MODERATOR— You  are  going  to  discuss  the  question. 

Mr.  THOMSON  thought  surely  it  was  in  order  that  he  should  submit  to  the 
house  two  considerations  for  the  house  not  to  agree  with  the  proposal.  ('*  Yes," 
"No,"  ^'Oo  on,"  and  interruption.)  The  first  was,  that  there  were  men  in  this 
house  in  a  very  painful  and  anxious  position,  indeed,  that  wished  to  vote  in  a  parti- 
cular way;  but  they  were  under  the  strongest  impression  that  if  they  were  not 
allowed  to  tell  the  grounds  on  which  they  would  give  their  vote,  they  would  be 
misunderstood — ("  Ob,  oh  ") — and  their  influence  would  be  lessened  in  the  future. 
fie  thought  the  house  should  have  the  utmost  forbearance  in  these  circumstances. 
Further,  he  thought  the  house  would  be  unanimously  of  opinion — he  hoped  the 
house  would  be  unanimously  of  opinion — that  it  would  be  utterly  uiyust  and  unfair, 
whatever  might  be  the  views  of  gentlemen  as  to  the  fairness  of  these  proceedings, 
that  Professor  Smith  should  be  tied  dp  to  time.     (Applause.) 

Principal  RAINY  said  that  in  regard  to  this  matter  he  thought  it  right  to  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  house.  Whatever  strength  might  be  in  Mr.  Thomson's  first 
■tatement,  he  would  ask  the  house  to  remember  that  the  decision  on  Tuesday  night 
was  a  decision  that  might  have  enabled  them  to  raise  the  question  of  competency 
in  regard  to  a  good  deal  that  had  taken  place  that  day.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  had 
abstained  from  doing  that ;  they  were  anxious  that  their  friends  should  have  full 
advantage,  without  any  tormenting  discussions  on  order,  to  make  statements 
directed  to  undermine  the  vote  of  Tuesday.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  was  glad  that  had 
been  done ;  but  there  must  be  some  limit.  In  the  next  place,  the  remark  about 
Professor  Smith  was  strictly  true.  He  had  some  things  which  he  considered  impor* 
iant  to  say,  as  he  had  been  a  good  deal  attacked ;  but  he  would  propose  rather  that 
they  should  now  hear  Professor  Smith,  and  leave  it  to  Dr.  Adam  to  make  the  reply. 
(Cries  of  "  Agreed.") 

Provost  CAMPBELL,  Greenock,  objected,  and  maintained  that  the  elders  on  Dr. 
Adam's  side  should  be  heard,  as  it  was  repeated  over  and  over  again  that  the  laymen 
were  all  on  the  side  of  Professor  Smith,  which  was  quite  incorrect.  (Cries  of 
•*  Smith.") 

Dr.  WH  YTE  thought  it  of  far  more  importance  that  the  leader  of  this  house  and 
the  Principal  of  the  College  should  be  heard,  and  all  that  he  had  to  say  on  this  ques- 
tion.  He  and  Professor  Smith  were  the  two  men  that  must  be  heard.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  BALFOUR,  Edinburgh,  moved  that  they  hear  Principal  Rainy,  then  Professor 
Bobertson  Smith,  a  reply  from  Dr.  Adam,  and  close  the  debate.     (Cries  of"  Agreed.") 

Mr.  THOMSON,  Glasgow,  rose  again  to  speak,  but  was  received  with  interruption. 
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He  was  quite  willing  to  obej  tlie  decision  of  the  Assembly,  bat  he  did  not  think 
any  decision  had  been  given.  A  motion  had  been  made,  bat  he  had  not  heard  it 
seconded.  Sorely  if  this  were  to  be  done  it  should  be  done  regularly.  (Hear,  hear, 
"  Chair,"  and  interruption.) 

Mr.  MACAULAT,  Edinburgh,  said  he  had  as  great  a  desire  to  speak  at  any 
man  in  the  house,  but  he  would  second  Mr.  Balfour's  motion,  in  order  to  get  on  with 
the  business.     (Hear,  hear.) 

A  Member  moved  that  the  debate  be  adjourned,  and  another  at  the  back  of  the 
hall  said  they  bad  not  heard  what  the  motion  was.  The  Moderator  having  repeated 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Balfour,  it  was  received  with  cries  of  **  Agreed." 

Dr.  CANDLISH,  amid  loud  and  demonstrative  cries  of  **  Chair,"  said  he  had  a 
motion  that  tlie  house  should  not  adjourn  now,  but  at  half-past  four.    ("  No.  no.") 

Dr.  BRUCE  said  that  he  would  ask  those  who  were  pressing  for  an  adjournment 
not  to  do  so.  It  would  be  of  no  service,  and  be  thought  it  would  be  better  to  end 
the  debate  before  rieing.     (Applause.) 

Principal  BAINY — Well,  Moderator,  I  shall  go  on.  Now,  Moderator,  I  am  too 
sensible  of  how  much  it  is  to  the  credit  of  Professor  Smith  and  his  friends  that  they 
stand  by  him  and  appear  for  him  as  they  do  to  be  disposed  to  feel  anything  but 
charity  in  connection  with  any  remarks  which  may  be  made  about  myselt  In 
regard  to  the  word  ''  coalition,"  it  is  a  very  good  one  to  throw  out;  but  I  would  ask 
yon  to  remember  what  a  coalition  is.  Coalition  is  a  union  of  parties  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  one  party.  Moderator,  it  so  happens  that  those  who  are  supporting  this 
motion  agree  about  this  one  thing.  Apart  from  that  I  do  not  know  and  am  not 
aware  of  any  change  having  taken  place  in  onr  positions  in  other  things,  or  of  any 
disposition  on  our  part  to  do  less  than  justice  to  the  contending  views  we  have  had 
on  other  subjects.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  think  the  word  **  coalition  "  is  more  con- 
venient than  correct.  In  regard  to  myself,  siftce  I  have  been  referred  to,  it  is  really 
not  worth  while  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Assembly  about  myself.  It  is  said  I 
have  been  occupying  a  retired  position,  one  apart  from  pnblic  opinion,  and  not  com- 
municating with  our  friends  who  are  supporting  Dr.  Bruce's  motion.  As  little. 
Moderator,  have  I  been  communicating  with  friends  who  are  supporting  the  other 
motion.  I  felt  a  good  deal  relieved  from  direct  responsibility  at  last  Assembly,  and 
I  thought  I  would  take  the  benefit  of  that  position,  and  I  kept  myself  clear  of  all 
entanglements  down  to  a  very  reoent  period,  indeed.  I  was  resolved,  for  one  thing, 
to  read  the  book  that  was  coming  out,  and  up  till  a  very  late  period  in  the  year  I 
would  just  have  been  as  free,  as  far  as  any  entanglements  on  my  part  were  con- 
cerned, to  coincide  with  those  who  were  supporting  Dr.  Bruce  as  with  those  who  were 
supporting  Dr.  Adam.  In  those  circumstances  it  was  that  under  a  very  heavy  sense 
of  responsibility  I  made  up  my  mind  that  the  path  of  duty  for  me  was  the  path  I  hare 
publicly  undertaken  to  support.  (Applause.)  Of  course,  with  regard  to  that,  men's 
opinions  will  differ,  and  I  am  quite  aware  no  man  should  take  the  course  I  have  taken 
without  paying  the  penalties.  I  am  not  disposed  to  mourn  at  that.  (Hear,  hear.) 
I  know  it  perfectly  well.  I  foreknew  it.  I  know  a  great  deal  more  abont  the 
penalties  I  must  pay  than  has  yet  come  to  light,  and  that  future  days  will  reveaU 
In  the  full  knowledge  of  it,  I  have  taken  my  course.  Now,  our  motion  haa  been 
divided  into  two  parts,  it  is  said,  and  some  speculation  there  has  been  as  to  why  it 
is  so  divided.  The  only  reason  for  dividing  it  was  that  a  step  so  extraordinary,  aa 
it  seems  to  us,  should  be  taken  with  as  much  deliberation  aa  pouible.  One  effect 
of  that  has  been  that  our  friends,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to  remark  already,  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  pleading  their  cause  a  second  time.  In  this  way  they  have 
been  able  to  state  more  fully  than  otherwise  all  that  occurs  to  them,  and  we 
are  very  glad  they  have  had  the  opportunity.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  power.  Moderator,  some  precedents  were  quoted  in  the  earlier  part  of  the 
day  for  examples,  but  these  did  not  go  to  the  precise  point,  and  were  not 
alleged  to  do  so,  showing  that  in  this  Assembly  they  had  the  power.  What 
these  opinions  show  is  that  the  power,  whether  we  have  it  or  not,  is  in  this 
thing  not  an  nnreasonable  power.  It  has  been  found  to  be  a  necessaiy  power — 
it  has  been  found  to  be  a  power  which,  on  mature  deliberation,  has  been  felt  to  be  a 
suitable  power  to  be  provided  in  the  ease  of  colleges  and  professors.  With  regard 
to  the  question  whether  we  have  the  power,  that  question  is  raised,  no  doubt,  in  the 
first  case.    But  you  are  dealing  with  the  first  case  with  regard  to  profeasors.    Of 
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tonne,  it  ean  ht  fairly  disputed  whether  the  power  exists — whether  it  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  a  legitimate  power.  I  quite  admit  that  I  have  tried  to  show,  and 
will  not  go  OTer  again  that  point,  that  there  are  reasons  for  holding — whether  yoa 
look  first  at  the  power  of  the  Church  and  the  Assembly,  or  whether  you  look  at  the 
characteristic  features  of  the  colleges  and  professorships — that  there  is  a  reason  for 
holding  that  the  power  exists.  Moderator,  I  will  only  add  now  that  I  shall  be  sur- 
prised if  this  Assembly  comes  to  the  conclusion  they  have  not  the  power. 
Moderator,  the  safeguard  of  our  Assemblies  and  the  life  of  them  does  not  depend 
on  the  idea  that  they  have  very  jealously  limited  powers,  and  are  compelled  to  more 
mechanically,  but  that  they  have  very  great  powers,  and  should  be  very  cautious 
how  they  used  them.  That  is  a  true  view  of  the  life  and  vigour  of  our  Assemblies. 
No  doubt,  it  might  be  said  that  if  there  is  any  question  about  this  power  you  can 
go  to  the  presbyteries  by  legislation,  if  you  think  it  is  desirable,  through  the 
Barrier  Act.  True,  Moderator,  in  that  way  it  would  become  what  I  may  call  an 
ordinary  power  which  anybody  could  at  any  time  rely  upon  and  expect  to  be  set  in 
motion ;  and  in  that  case,  of  course,  there  would  have  to  be  something  analogous  to 
a  form  of  process  or  mode  of  exercise  for  the  power  that  was  to  be  reduced  into  the 
character  of  our  ordinary  institution.  I  think  it  safer  on  the  whole  to  regard  it  as 
a  power  of  a  somewhat  exceptional  and  grave  kind,  the  use  of  which  must  be  justi- 
fied by  special  grounds,  and  with  reference  to  which  men  must  feel,  and  we  must 
feel,  that  we  have  a  special  responsibility,  aud  shall  be  answerable  afterwards  if  it 
proves  we  make  a  mistake  in  the  use  of  it     (Hear,  hear.) 

Now,  with  reference  to  this  matter,  I  have  just  to  say  that  I  have  listened  with 
much  interest,  aud.  with  much  sympathy,  to  all  that  has  been  so  eloquently  said 
in  advocating  the  view  that  we  might  yet  alter  our  course.  I  can  only  say  in  regard 
to  the  matter.  Moderator,  we  have  gone  through  too  much  pain  in  making  up  our 
minds  to  tlie  plan  we  have  recommended  to  go  back  upon  that  vote  of  Tuesday  and 
to  stultify  our  proceedings.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  have  taken  the  responsibility  of  pro- 
posing that  on  broad  public  grounds,  which  are  in  the  knowledge  of  men  who  have 
been  present  through  successive  Assemblies  during  the  history  of  the  last  five  years. 
We  ask  yoa  to  come  to  the  conclusion,  not  by  a  judicial  process,  that  you  ought 
to  take  this  step,  and,  therefore,  in  the  position  in  which  you  have  no  sort  of  grouud 
for  touching  Professor  Smith's  ministerial  character,  or  questioning  at  this  stage  his 
right  to  all  the  privileges  of  an  office-bearer  in  your  Church,  yet  we  put  it  to  yoa 
whether  or  no  you  have  ground  for  taking  this  step.  Now,  I  am  not  going  to  argue 
that  question  over  again.  I  came  to  the  Assembly  to-day  thoroughly  expecting  that 
oar  friends  would  use  their  opportunity,  but  at  the  same  time  resolved  that  for  my 
part  I  would  not  take  a  ground  that  would  imply  that  I  regarded  the  question  of 
Tuesday  as  still  open.  But  the  course  that  things  have  taken  has  led  me  to  make 
the  remarks  I  have  made,  and  now  I  will  conclude,  because  I  am  anxious  to  be 
out  of  the  way,  and  to  allow  Professor  Smith  to  have  time  before  the  house  gets 
more  exhausted.  I  will  only  make  a  closing  remark  with  reference  to  the  speech  of 
Dr.  Dods.  Moderator,  one  great  advantage  we  get — and  I  think  Dr.  Begg  said  so- 
on t  of  these  discussions,  painful  as  they  otherwise  are,  is  that  so  many  most  compe- 
tent men  are  beginning  to  take  active  part  with  great  power  in  our  Assembly  pro- 
ceedings. (Applause.)  I  hope  that  in  future  Assemblies  we  shall  continue  to  have 
Uie  benefit,  whether  we  may  happen  to  agree  or  differ ;  for  this  I  will  venture  to 
say,  never  were  there  debates  in  which  men's  feelings  were  so  strongly  aroused,  as 
I  know  them  to  be,  never  were  there  debates  which  have  been  conducted  with  more 
ability  and  of  self-command,  than  the  debates  of  Tuesday  and  to-day.  (Applause.) 
The  remark  I  was  going  to  make  was  this.  It  was  with  reference  to  the  powerful 
appeal  of  Dr.  Dods,  with  reference  to  the  importance — apart  from  Professor  Smith 
— of  dealing  with  the  question  that  arises  for  the  Christian  mind  in  connection 
with  these  matters.  Now,  Moderator,  I  feel  all  the  force  of  that  appeal.  I  certainly 
would  take  a  position  which  I  do  not  mean  to  take,  if  I  were  to  say  that  the  course 
that  we  propose  is  in  the  interest,  or  designed  for  the  purpose,  of  procuring  and 
bringing  about  that  more  ample  and  precise  determination  of  tlie  proper  merits  of 
oriiical  questions.  We  do  not  put  our  motion  on  that  ground.  But  I  admit  the 
question,  for  the  Christian  mind,  to  be  a  very  important  question.  God  has  shown 
OS,  in  the  progress  of  human  studies,  various  lessons  in  the  past,  and  we  may  have 
lessons  to  learn  in  the  future,  and  ought  to  be  ready  to  learn  them.     (Hear,  hear.) 
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But,  Moderator,  we  ground  oar  procedare  on  the  ground  stated  in  the  motion.  N<» 
doabtit  won  Id  be  a  Tery  desirable  thing — it  might  arrest  ns  if  we  saw  that»  by  doing 
less  or  other  than  we  are  proposing  to  do,  we  could  see  our  way  into  a  happy  solution, 
or  a  happy  dealing  with  the  interests  to  which  Dr.  Dods  refers.  But  it  appears  to  me 
— though  I  cruelly  feel,  if  I  may  say  so,  that  it  is  true — though  I  cruelly  feel  what  has 
been  referred  to  to-day — that  after  what  takes  place  with  regard  to  Professor  Smith 
— if  it  takes  place — there  are  disadvantages  for  that  kind  of  consideration  of  the 
main  question  which  Dr.  Dods  desiderated — yet  I  feel  that  we  are  shut  up  to  a 
choice  of  difficulties.  I  will  not  say  that  our  proposal  does  much  directly  to  lead 
the  Church  to  a  clear  and  worthy  decision  on  the  merits  of  the  class  of  questions 
referred  to.  Something  I  think  it  does  indirectly.  Directly  it  does  not  effect 
much ;  but  any  other  course  proposed,  however  plausible  it  may  seem,  I  am  con- 
yinced  will  do  less.  I  will  say  this — I  will  go  as  far  as  to  say  this — that  if  Professor 
Smith's  lectures  had  brought  back  the  question  to  the  position  of  the  answer  to  the 
amended  libel — (Hear,  hear) — I  would  say  that  it  was  a  very  serious  question 
whether — whatever  we  might  think  of  what  was  past  and  gone — Dr.  Dods'  view 
ought  not  to  weigh  powerfully  on  our  mind.  I  would  go  as  far  as  to  say  that. 
But,  Moderator,  I  am  thoroughly  convinced  that  going  into  committee  on  all  the 
materials  now  before  us,  in  the  circumstances  of  our  Church,  must  land  yon  in 
libel,  and  in  nothing  else ;  and  I  am  convinced  that  process  by  libel,  though  neces* 
sary  and  indispensable  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  your  discipline,  is  a  process 
which,  on  the  whole,  rather  bewilders  the  general  mind  than  helps  it ;  and  it  is  not 
the  process  by  which  yon  can  extricate,  in  consultation  with  one  another,  the  inte- 
rests to  which  Dr.  Dods,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  himself,  referred.  I  see  no  help  in 
that  direction.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a  practicable  proposal.  I  ask  yon  whether 
it  is  a  practical  proposal  to  propose  that  we  should  just  turn  from  Professor  Smith's 
case  altogether  and  go  into  grand  committee  on  those  critical  questions  f  I  would 
like  that,  in  substance,  that  should  be  done.  But  if  yon  tell  me  that  that  has  to 
be  done  with  Professor  Smith  in  the  Hebrew  Chair  in  Aberdeen — if  you  can  come  to 
that  conclusion,  come  to  it ;  but  that  is  not  a  conclusion  which  I  can  regard  as  a 
practical  course — it  is  not  one  that  I  can  take  the  responsibility  of  proposing  or 
supporting  as  likely  to  lead  to  anything  but  increased  confusion.  (Hear,  hear.)  I 
believe  that,  in  the  first  place,  that  process  to  which  Dr.  Dods  referred,  and  is  so 
important,  must  go  on  outside  the  judicial  process  of  the  Church,  and  that  not  until 
it  has  gone  further  shall  we  be  in  a  condition  ecclesiastically  and  judicially  to  take 
any  further  steps  that  need  to  be  taken.     (Applause.) 

Professor  ROBERTSON  SMITH,  who  was  loudly  cheered,  said  the  decision  of 
Tuesday  evening  was  a  step  which  he  was  not  able  to  regard  as  in  any  part  a  deci- 
sion in  a  point  of  law,  but  only  as  a  strong  personal  expression  of  disapprobation  on 
the  part  of  the  m^ority  of  the  house.  That  expression  went  the  length  of  placing  a 
eonstruction  upon  words  of  his  which  he  had  solemnly,  and  before  Qod,  repudiated, 
and  made  a  personal  bar  between  him  and  members  of  Assembly  which,  in  ordinary 
circumstances,  would  lead  him  to  shrink  from  again  meeting  with  them  on  that  floor. 
But  painful  as  it  might  be  to  meddle  further  in  the  case,  with  this  Assembly,  he  was 
compelled  to  consider  that  he  was  yet  a  Free  Churchman — (applause) — and  yet  a 
member  of  Assembly,  holding  a  commission  from  a  Presbytery ;  and  as  long  as  he 
had  power,  and  strength,  and  voice,  he  should  do  what  he  could  to  protest,  not  to 
save  himself  from  personal  consequences,  which  to  him,  after  what  had  come  and 
gone,  might  perhaps  rather  be  a  relief  from  a  most  serious  and  grave  responsibility, 
but  to  save  the  Church  from,  at  one  fell  swoop,  destroying  her  whole  constitution. 
(Applause.)  It  would  not,  he  presumed,  be  denied  that  there  was  an  additional  step 
taken  to-day ;  for  the  finding  of  Tuesday,  or  the  judgment  as  it  called  itself,  did  not, 
so  far  as  he  was  aware,  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  Church's  legal  power  in  the 
way  of  removing  professors  or  other  office-bearers.  He  found  in  it  nothing  more 
than  a  statement  that  the  Assembly  had  certain  responsibilities,  that  they  were 
sensitive  to  those  responsibilities,  and  that  therefore  they  emitted  a  declaration,  not 
on  a  point  of  law,  but  of  expediency  merely — that  declaration  being  that  it  was  no 
longer  safe  or  advantageous  that  a  certain  one  of  her  Professors  should  teach  in  one 
of  her  colleges.  But  it  did  not  require  one  word  to  prove  that,  between  saying  that 
and  then  drawing  the  conclusion  that  that  Professor  was  to  be  removed  from  his 
chair,  there  was  a  very  important  link  amisaing.    That  missing  link  Dr.  Adam 
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tried  to  Bopplj.  It  waa  therefore  Tain  to  say  that  Dr.  Adam's  motion  was  one  to 
which  they  were  shut  up.  No  Church  could  be  shut  up  without  discussion,  and 
without  Tote,  to  take  a  second  step  because  it  had  taken  a  first.  It  might  be  true 
that  the  first  step  waa  one  that  could  not  well  be  justified,  unless  the  Church  waa 
prepared  to  take  the  second.  Ko  doubt  Dr.  Adam  and  Dr.  Rainj,  Sir  Henry 
Moncreiff  and  Dr.  Begg,  would  be  in  a  Tery  difficult  and  delicate  position  if,  after 
the  Toto  of  Tuesday,  they  were  not  able  to  do  more  than  make  such  a  negative 
finding,  a  finding  non  potsumus;  but,  notwithstanding,  if  that  was  a  reason  for 
anything,  it  was  a  reason  for  not  diriding  their  motion  into  two  parts.  If  the  two 
things  must  go  together,  then  they  ought  to  have  been  put  together.  Why  should 
they  be  divided  in  logic,  if  they  were  not  to  be  divided  in  fact  1  He  believed  there 
were  members  who  had  been  shaken  by  the  great  and  powerful  arguments  of  Pro- 
fessor Bruce  and  others,  and  that  there  were  in  the  house  electrical  currents  of 
sympathy  tending  to  bring  many  of  them  much  closer  together  than  during  the  past 
months  and  days.  (Applause.)  There  was  a  feeling  of  personal  consistency 
naturally  dear  to  every  man  of  probity  and  honour ;  and  he  submitted  there  was  a 
new  ease  that  day  which  they  had  to  judge  altogether  upon  ita  own  merits.  He 
went  on  to  discnss  the  constitutional  question  as  to  the  inherent  power  of  the  As* 
aembly,  and  argued  that  if  that  power,  aa  laid  down  by  Dr.  Rainy,  was  now  admitted 
— 'not  regulated  by  law,  but  solely  by  the  rcBponsibility  of  the  Assembly — then 
there  would  be  a  temptation,  such  aa  there  had  never  been  before,  for  those  who 
felt  strongly  on  some  subjects  to  produce  a  crisis.  He  might  remind  Principal 
Bainy  of  what  took  place  on  the  floor  of  his  own  Presbytery,  when  a  member  rose 
and  pot  forth  the  utterly  scandalous  statement  that  a  minister  and  office-bearer  of 
the  Church  had  published  an  artiele  which  he  could  not  discnss  without  closed  doors. 
(Oh.)  That  waa  an  article  written  in  a  publication  of  a  scientific  character,  scarcely 
aeoeasible  to  one  in  a  thousand  of  those  who  heard  the  baseless  calumny.  In  hia 
(the  Professor's)  own  father's  parish  this  same  calumny  was  repeated,  and  repeated 
from  women's  lips.  (Shame.)  He  had  not  learned  that  Dr.  Bainy  once,  by  word 
or  dead,  spoke  or  uttered  a  syllable  to  check  the  calumny  of  Mr.  Macaulay. 
(Sensation.) 

Mr.  MACAULAY— I  challenge (Cries  of  "  Order.") 

Principal  BAINY  (interposing)  said  he  was  not  at* the  meeting  of  Presbytery. 
Professor  SMITH  said  the  calumny  was  circulated  widely  over  the  Church,  and 
eonld  hare  been  put  down  by  a  single  reference  in  the  Presbytery. 

Mr.  MACAULAY  asked  if  it  was  consistent  with  order  that  a  speaker  should 
charge  another  with  nttering  calumny,  and  that,  in  making  such  a  charge,  he  should 
misrepresent  and  falsify  the  words  of  that  other  speaker  7 

Professor  SMITH  said  he  repeated  the  words  as  they  were  circulated  in  the 
printed  pamphlet. 

Mr.  MACAULAY  craved  liberty,  afler  that  statement,  to  indicate  the  words, 
trai  added  that,  in  order  to  do  so,  the  galleries  would  need  to  be  cleared. 

Professor  SMITH  desired  to  pass  from  this  painful  point.  That,  however,  waa 
one  of  many  elements  of  a  similar  kind  which  had  led  to  the  feeling  that  had  cul- 
minated in  a  erisis,  and  which  it  was  now  proposed  to  deal  with,  not  by  method  of 
law,  bni  by  a  sense  of  responsibility  which,  he  argued,  came  in  too  late,  after  the 
mischief  had  been  done.  He  thought  one  of  the  most  important  safeguards  of 
righteousness  was  that  the  Church  could  never  be  brought  through  the  accumulation 
of  snch  influences  aa  these,  into  the  position  where  it  felt  itself  constrained,  with 
however  much  pain,  to  yield  to  what,  after  all,  was  a  feeling  which  had  yet  to  seek 
ita  evidence.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  He  held  it  was  not  even  expedient  that 
there  should  be  such  a  power,  and  that  the  evils  which  would  arise  from  it  were 
totally  incalculable,  while  the  benefits  which  might  accrue  from  it  were  not  incal- 
culable, but  ezeeedingly  limited  and  narrow.  It  would  enable  the  Church  occasionally 
to  closo  within  his  chair  the  mouth  of  a  professor,  white  leaving  open  to  him  the 
pulpit;  and  to  put  on  the  title-pages  of  his  books  "Minister  of  the  Free  Church." 
What  a  minister  said  from  the  pulpit  waa  received  habitually  with  far  leas  question 
snd  with  much  more  tendency  to  believe  it  at  once  than  anything  a  professor  could 
say  from  his  chair.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  The  real  gist  of  the  matter  was 
—Did  Dr.  Bainy  suppose  that  by  enunciating  such  a  doctrine  he  should  be  able  to 
prevent  certain  habits  of  thought  from  beiug  brought  to  bear  on  the  young  men  of 
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the  Charch  1  He  (Professor  Smith)  said  no ;  and  he  asked  if  the  learned  Prindiial, 
who  himself  had  the  critical  habit  of  thought,  had  had  a  lose  influence  than  his 
(Professor  Smith's)  teacliiiig  in  producing  the  present  state  of  mind  among  the 
students  of  Scotland?  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  He  contended  that  the  power 
which  Dr.  Bainy  claimed  as  necessary  did  not  exist,  and  that  it  was  merely  another 
way  of  saying  that  the  Church  must  have  whatever  she  considered  necessary.  This 
lofty  theoretical  principle,  this  banner  of  a  noble  sovereignty  in  the  Church,  which 
Dr.  Adam  and  Principal  Rainy  called  upon  them  to  admire,  was  the  old  banner  of 
Prelacy.  (Hear,  hear,  and  Oh,  oh.)  It  was  something  more,  perhaps,  than  the  old 
banner  of  Prelacy,  because  even  in  Prelacy  there  was  something  of  a  constitution. 
(Hear,  hear,  and  Oh,  oh.)  At  the  Reformation,  one  reason  why  they  separated  from 
the  Church  of  Rome  was,  that  the  Church  did  not  mean  ordained  persons  merely  but 
the  people.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  He  asked  who  had  given  the  majority  of 
that  Assembly  the  right — (Hear,  hear,  and  Oh,  oh) — to  speak  in  name  of  the  people  t 
(Applause.)  The  Professor  went  on  to  show  that  the  action  proposed  was  neither 
legislative  nor  judicial,  but  administrative,  and  that  the  administrative  power  of  th« 
Church  was  a  power  which,  from  its  very  nature,  did  not  extend  to  anything  that 
touched  status,  adding,  in  this  connection,  that  he  should  never  consent  to  eat  the 
bread  of  a  Church  which  did  not  permit  him  to  serve  her.  (Prolonged  applause.) 
The  Church,  he  said,  had  no  right  simply  to  stuff  his  pockets,  and  then  say  she 
would  give  him  no  opportunity  to  do  that  work  for  which  he  was  ordained.  (Ap- 
plause.) If  the  act  which  Dr.  Adam  proposed  was  done,  the  Assembly  would  raise 
throughout  their  Christian  people  the  deepest  feelings  that  had  ever  been  raised  in 
the  Christian  Church  in  Scotland.  (Oh,  oh,  and  Hear,  hear.)  There  were  many 
elements  in  this  case  which  showed  that  the  leaders  of  the  Church,  if  they  pennsted 
in  their  course,  came  very  close  to  the  assertion  of  the  position  that  they  were 
entitled  not  only  to  a  passive  but  an  active  obedience.  (Hear,  hear.)  While 
admitting  the  right  of  the  Church  to  regulate  the  teaching  in  her  Colleges,  he 
pointed  out  that  there  was  a  difference  between  holding  and  promulgating  views, 
and  not  being  satisfied  with  anything  short  of  a  declaration  that  he  did  not  hold  any 
views  but  those  of  the  majority.  That,  he  held,  was  a  restriction  npon  liberty  of 
eonscience.  He  grieved  to  say  so,  but  it  had  been  so  from  the  first ;  for  the  first 
advice  he  received  in  the  case  from  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  house  was,  that  if  he 
could  not  really  say  his  opinions  were  changed,  he  should  say  something  to  indicate 
that  they  were  modified  by  the  strongly-expressed  opinion  of  the  Assembly.  He 
replied,  "  No  honest  man  having  formed  views  can  yield  them  to  less  than  argu- 
ment." (Loud  applause.)  He  did  not  stand  there  to  stir  op  discord.  He  held 
that  those  who  could  not  go  in  with  this  nnconstitutional  act  had  a  doty  to  perform 
to  the  Church,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  disposition  to  leave  the  Church 
because  of  one  error.  There  would  be  no  secession — (applause) — ^but  there  would 
be  an  adhesion  to  the  principles  of  the  Church ;  and  there  would  be  an  open  frank 
declaration  of  that  adhesion  against  any  majority  or  any  power  of  the  leaders. 
(Applause.)  His  removal  from  the  place  he  now  occupied,  paioful  and  grave  as  it 
was  to  him  personally,  was  a  mere  incident  in  the  case.  The  case  was  now  only 
beginning.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  now  visible  to  the  whole  of  Scotland  that  all 
parties  in  the  Church  were  agreed  that  critical  views,  up  to  the  limits  they  had 
hitherto  had  before  them,  could  not  be  touched  by  constitutional  and  fisir  trial. 
{Hear,  hear.)  He  knew  Uiere  were  gentlemen  following  Dr.  Begg  who  disagreed 
with  him.  (Hear,  hear,  from  the  left)  .  They  might  say,  "We  have  conceded 
nothing.  (Hear,  hear.)  Yon  may  have  a  libel ;  but  you  cannot  have  a  fair  triaL" 
If  it  was  said  that  the  opinions  were  to  be  got  rid  of  by  libel  only  after  condemnation, 
he  agreed  with  Dr.  Adam  that  the  point  of  fair  trial  was  yielded.  Those  of  them 
who  desired  a  right  and  reasonable  liberty  and  progress  in  the  cause  of  troth,  had 
now  the  unanimous  decision  of  the  Free  Church  broadly  given  in  their  favour.  He 
knew  the  freedom  was  hampered,  not  by  constitutional  rights,  but  by  the  tampering 
tyranny  of  a  despotic  majority.  (Loud  and  prolonged  cheers.)  What  they  should 
io,  what  all  sound  Free  Churchmen  would  do,  was  to  hold  by  the  principles  of  the 
Church,  and  endeavour,  without  dispeace  or  evil-dealing,  in  natural,  constitutional 
ways,  to  make  it  plain,  as  the  Church  had  done  once  and  again  before,  that  the 
people  of  the  Free  Church  could  pull  it  through  aivy  trouble  which  ita  leaders  had 
got  it  into.     (Loud  and  prolonged  applause. 
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Dr.  ADAM,  on  riaing  to  reply,  was  received  with  cries  of  "  Oh,  oh,"  and  it  was  a 
minute  or  two  before  a  word  he  wished  to  otter  could  be  heard  beyond  the  platform. 
On  the  noise  sabsidlng  somewhat,  he  said — I  hsTc  stated  that  having  already  occu- 
pied mnch  of  the  time  of  the  Assembly,  I  think  it  proper  not  to  speak  in  reply  at 
any  length.  (Hear,  hear.)  Lot  me  notice,  however,  the  closing  remarks  of  Pro- 
fessor Smith.  He  accounts  for  the  present  state  of  things  by  the  influence  of  certain 
leaders.  (Hear,  hear.)  Moderator,  I  believe  that  the  present  state  of  things  is  to 
be  traced  to  another  quarter  than  that  of  the  leaders.  (Hear,  hear.)  Moreover,  I 
am  persuaded  there  is  such  independence  in  this  Church  that  it  will  never  be  led  by 
leaders  in  opposition  to  the  honest  convictions  of  the  members;  and  I  think 
it,  sir,  not  creditable  to  insinuate  that  there  is  that  spirit  of  subserviency  in  the 
ministers  of  the  Church  that  they  will  permit  any  man  so  called  to  dictate  the 
course  of  procedure.  (Applause.)  I  will  not  be  tempted  to  go  into  any  lengthened 
argument:. 

The  MODERATOR — We  must  have  quietness.  It  is  quite  out  of  the  question 
for  the  audience  to  interfere  or  interrupt. 

Dr.  ADAM  (resuming) — I  shall  not  enter  into  any  lengthened  argument  by  way 
of  reply,  but  I  must  advert  to  one  or  two  of  the  things  said  by  Professor  Smith. 
He  complained  that  we,  through  some  principle  of  policy,  had  divided  our  action 
into  certain  parts  or  stages.  That,  sir,  was  done  with  no  such  intention  as  was 
supposed,  but  for  the  reason,  as  already  stated  by  Dr.  Rainy,  that  we  thought  it 
right  to  proceed  deliberately  and  step  by  step  in  so  weighty  a  matter  as  that  in 
which  we  are  now  engaged.  But,  sir,  to  allege  that  there  was  any  concealment  or 
any  attempted  concealment  as  to  how  we  meant  this  matter  to  end,  I  deliberately 
deny.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  ask,  did  Professor  Smith  and  his  friends  deal  with  the 
question  on  Tuesday  without  a  reference  to  the  distinct  end  that  we  are  now 
contemplating  and  proposing  to  have  adopted?  It  was  beyond  all  dispute  in 
their  minds,  and  it  came  out  in  their  speeches,  that  there  could  be  no  conclusion 
but  one  to  the  step  which  was  taken  on  Tuesday  night  Well,  sir,  I  think  that 
does  not  admit  of  question.  There  is  another  matter.  It  has  been  held  that 
this  Is  a  step  in  advance  of  what  was  done  on  Tuesday,  and  certain  proposed 
action  is  based  on  that  I  allow  that  in  a  certain  sense  it  is  a  step  in  advance, 
but  it  is  so  only  so  far  as  It  is  the  natural  and  necessary  consequence  of  the  decision 
then  deliberately  adopted.  (Applause.)  But  I  am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  if  our 
friends  had  been  able  to  suggest  any  other  way  of  giving  effect  to  the  deliverance  of 
Tuesday,  that  would  have  been  perfectly  relevant  and  reasonable.  If  they  could  have 
shown  that  they  could  have  obtempered  that  decision  withoat  stopping  short  of  what 
we  are  now  proposing,  they  should  have  done  so.  But  the  course  they  put  forward 
simply  asks  that  the  Assembly  should  stultify  itself— I  say,  should  stultify  itself — 
(No,  no) — ^by  declining  to  carry  out  the  finding  that  was  come  to  on  Tuesday.  It 
was  substantially — I  need  not  say  substantially — it  was  exactly  a  proposal  to  subvert 
the  decision  of  Tuesday.  (Applause,  and  Hear,  hear.)  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary 
that  I  should  say  much  more.  Moderator,  we  have  had  a  great  deal  said  about  con* 
stitntional  rights—- constitutional  rights,  and,  as  bound  up  with  them,  the  rights  of 
Professor  Smith.  But,  Moderator,  what  power  is  the  Assembly  wishing  to  usurp  ? 
What  is  this  extraordinary  claim  that  we  are  about  to  makel  It  is  just  that  of 
asserting  authority  as  to  who  shall  train  oar  future  ministers — (hear,  bear) — main- 
taining that  we  have  power  to  interfere  if  the  teaching  be  a  kind  we  believe  would 
be  hurtful  to  the  rising  ministry  of  our  Church.  (Hear,  hear.)  I  return  to  the 
point  on  which  I  spoke  in  the  forenoon,  and  I  say  if  constitutional  rights  be  of  such 
a  nature  that  danger  is  likely  to  arise  to  the  faith  of  our  ministry,  if  the  rights  be  of 
the  kind  that  we  must  stand  simply  aside,  and  let  any  amount  of  injury  be  inflicted 
without  interposing — what  I  say  is  this,  that  I  am  no  friend  to  such  rights  as  these. 
(Applause.)    I  now  leave  the  case  in  the  hands  of  the  Assembly.     (Applause.) 

A  division  was  then  taken,  when  there  voted  : — 

For  Dr.  Adam's  motion         .        •        •        •        •        •        •        394 

For  Professor  Brnce^s  motion 281 

Majority  for  Dr.  Adam's 168 

Wlierefore,  the  General  Assembly  having  resumed  eonsideration  of  the  papers 
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transmitted  in  the  case  of  Profegaor  Smith,  with  the  oyertureB  and  memorials,  and 
haying  in  yiev  the  judgment  pronounced  on  Tuesday  last,  hereby  appoint  and 
declare  that,  from  the  Slat  of  this  month.  Professor  Smith's  tenure  of  his  chair  shall 
cease  as  regards  all  right  to  teach  and  exercise  professorial  functions  in  the  College 
of  Aberdeen,  and  as  regards  all  ecclesiastical  rights  and  powers  grounded  on  his 
professorial  charge.  The  Assembly  appoint  the  full  salary  meanwhile  to  continue, 
leaying  it  to  future  Assemblies,  if  need  be,  to  regulate  that  matter,  as  reason  and 
justice  may  require.  In  accordance  with  this  finding  the  Assembly  declare  the  chair 
vacant,  and  direct  that  the  usual  steps  be  taken  with  a  view  to  the  election  of  a  pro- 
fessor at  next  General  Assembly ;  and,  meanwhile,  empower  the  College  Committee 
to  make  provision  for  the  instruction  of  the  classes  during  next  Session. 

Farther,  as  regards  overtures  from  Presbyteries  anent  the  lectures,  entitled 
"  The  Old  Testament  in  the  Jewish  Church,"  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  while  very  far 
from  being  disposed  to  treat  lightly  the  anxieties  which  the  work  has  awakened,  yet, 
considering  the  judgment  already  arrived  at  in  regard  to  Professor  Smith,  and  con- 
sidering that  from  the  very  recent  date  of  publication,  many  members  of  Assembly 
have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  studying  the  book,  so  as  to'  be  able  to  judge 
whether  it  is  necessary  or  expedient  to  commit  the  Church  to  a  formal  investigation 
of  its  teaching ;  considering  also  that  it  is  always  open  to  the  Courts  of  the  Church 
to  institute  such  an  investigation,  if  on  more  mature  consideration  that  coarse 
appears  to  be  required, — the  Qeneral  Assembly  think  it  more  fitting  at  thia  time  to 
pass  from  the  overtures. 

BEASONS  OF  DI8SKNT. 

Professor  BRUCE  said — Moderator,  I  beg  to  aabmlt  the  following  reaaona  of 
dUsent : — 

Because  to  appoint  and  declare  that  Professor  Smith's  tenure  of  his  chair  shall 
«ease  is  inconsistent  with  the  terms  on  which  he  was  appointed  to  it,  inasmuch  aa 
no  charge  has  been  regularly  proved  or  formulated  against  his  life  or  doctrine. 

Because  this  act  is  a  violation  of  the  Scriptural  principles  of  discipline,  and  im- 
plies the  assumption  of  a  power  which  ia  not  iherely  ministerial  but  lordly  and 
despotic. 

Because  of  the  reasons  formerly  given  in  against  the  judgment  on  Tuesday  laat 
which  it  carries  out. 

Because,  while  professedly  on  that  judgment,  it  goes  beyond  it  by  depriving 
Professor  Smith  of  ecclesiastical  righta  and  powers  distinct  from  the  function  of 
leaching. 

This  document  bore  the  signatures  of  Professor  Bruce,  Br.  Whyte,  Dr.  Marcus 
Dods,  Mr.  Benjamin  Bell,  Professor  Salmond,  Mr.  Henderson,  Mr.  M'Candlish,  and 
T.  W.  Laurie.  Immediately  after  its  presentation  members  crowded  to  the  platform 
to  sign  it,  but  it  was  intimated  that  that  need  not  be  done  just  then,  aa  the  document 
could  be  signed  at  any  time. 

Dr.  ADAM  gave  notice  to  move  to-morrow  (Friday)  for  the  appointment  of  a 
HM>mmittee  to  answer  the  reasons  of  dissent. 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  5A5,  to  meet  again  at  7.80. 


BYENING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Assembly  resnmed  at  half-past  seven — Rev.  Dr.  Laughton,  Moderatoi; 
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Dr.  WHYTE,  St  George's,  Edinburgh,  on  rising  to  submit  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Youth  of  the  Church,  was  received  with  loud 
applause.  Before  entering  on  the  report  he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  recal  attention 
to  the  circumstances  and  the  ends  for  which  this  committee  was  first  created.  It 
iiad,  he  said,  long  been  a  growing  feeling  amongst  ministers,  and  teachers^  and 
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parents,  that  there  was  something  greatlj  lacking  in  the  organisation  of  the  Charch 
ID  conneclion  with  young  people  who  were  beyond  the  Sabbath-school  age,  and  who 
were  not  yet  in  the  fall  standing  of  members  of  the  Charch,  or  were  looking  forward 
immediately  to  that  position.  It  bad  been  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  thought  and 
anxiety  to  those  who  were  specially  interested  in  such  persons,  and  arter  a  good  deal 
of  deliberation,  this  committee  was  appointed  to  give  attention  to  this  question,  and 
to  dcTise  means  to  meet  this  great  want.  They  tried  from  the  beginning  several 
experiments,  such  as  local  lectureships  in  the  chief  centres  of  population,  and  classes 
taught  by  ministers  and  professors.  Though  these  years  were  not  unproductive,  the 
committee  were  not  satisfied  they  had  found  out  a  scheme  for  overtaking  the  great 
work  committed  to  their  bands.  The  whole  prosperity  of  the  scheme  was  dne 
from  its  beginning  almost  entirely  to  Mr.  Simeon  M'Phail,  formerly  of  Elgin,  and  now 
of  Canning  Si  reet,  Liverpool.  (Applause.)  As  a  minister  most  interested  in  Sabbath- 
school  and  Bible  class  work,  and  interested  in  the  committee  and  its  convener,  he 
brought  before  him  (Dr.  Whjte),  several  years  ago,  a  proposal  which  very  much 
underlay  that  which  the  committee  were  now  working,  and  in  carrying  oat  which 
they  bad  been  learning  experience  every  year.  They  now  laid  on  the  table  the  best 
report  of  work  the  committee  had  ever  yet  submitted.  (Applause.)  It  showed  % 
large  increase  in  all  departments  of  work  over  former  years.  The  number  of  candi- 
dates who  presented  themselves  at  the  recent  examinations  was  greater  than  in  any 
previous  year,  and  the  reports  of  the  examiners  in  the  several  subjects  prescribed 
showed  how  satisfactory  the  general  results  had  been.  As  many  as  27  Presbyteriea 
had  sent  upwards  of  20  candidates  eaoh,  commencing  with  Edinburgh,  which  sent 
196,  and  closing  with  Aberlour,  which  sent  20.  Though  they  counted  this  a  satis- 
factory report  compared  with  their  beginning,  the  committee  were  by  no  means 
satisfied.  They  would  not  be  satisfied  until  they  had  every  Presbytery  not  only 
working  In  connection  with  the  scheme,  but  working  satisfactorily.  They  wished 
to  develop  it  in  every  part  of  the  country,  and  they  hoped  to  receive  assistance 
from  all. 

Another  part  of  the  report  showed  that  the  congregations  which  sent  up  six 
competitors  and  upwards  numbered  99.  The  report  then  set  forth  an  analysis  to 
show  the  classes  and  quality  of  examination  papers  that  had  been  sent  to  the  com- 
mittee. He  would  not  read  that,  but  rather  some  extracts  from  the  examiners-in' 
chief.  Professor  Blaikie  said—"  I  have  gone  over  very  carefally  a  selection  of  papers 
on  the  '  History  of  David.'  The  papers  were  so  framed  as  to  test  knowledge  of 
historical  facts — ^knowledge  of  geographical  facts — verbal  knowledge  of  a  memorable 
passage — intellectual,  moral,  and  spiritual  estimate  of  character — and  acquaintance 
with  the  Psalms  (this  last,  however,  very  slight).  The  papers  I  have  examined  are 
highly  creditable— some  of  them,  indeed,  quite  wonderful.  As  might  be  expected 
from  the  age  of  those  taking  part  in  this  examination,  the  questions  that  merely  try 
the  memory  are  those  answered  best.  If,  however,  one  great  object  of  this  scheme 
is  to  promote  acquaintance  with  the  letter  of  Scripture,  and  thus  lay  the  foundation 
for  an  intelligent  study  and  appreciation  of  its  teaching  in  after  years,  the  papers  I 
have  examined  bear  evidence  that  in  the  department  prescribed  this  end  has  been 
Teiy  fnlly  attained."  Professor  MacGregor,  in  connection  with  the  examination  of 
papers  on  "  The  Sacraments,"  said — "  I  am  responsible  only  for  this  final  valuation 
of  answers,  not  for  the  questions.  The  selected  portions  of  Dr.  Candlish^s  valuable 
book  have  been  fairly  mastered  by  the  twenty  students,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find 
that  the  admirably  precise  definitions  of  the  Shorter  Catechism  are  almost  uniformly 
given  with  perfect  accuracy ;  and,  where  there  is  call  for  exposition,  are  manifestly 
comprehended.  The  study  of  the  papers  has  led  me  to  form  a  high  opinion  of  the 
excellent  gifts  of  our  Church's  youth,  and  deepened  my  impression  of  the  value  of 
the  scheme."  Dr.  George  Smith,  one  of  the  examiners-in-chief  in  the  essay  depart- 
ment, said — ''I  thank  you  and  the  committee  for  permitting  me  to  share  your 
labours  in  reading  and  valuing  a  portion  of  the  competitive  essays  on  '  The  Foreign 
Hissions  of  onr  Church.'  .  .  .  The  best  essays  show  a  remarkable  mastery  of 
the  facts.  Some  group  the  facts  vividly,  others  generalise  principles  and  methods 
from  the  facts,  and  the  majority  link  on  the  Church's  work  to  the  teaching  of  Scrip- 
ture. Many  years  ago  Dr.  Duff  instituted  and  conducted  a  competition  of  this  kind 
all  over  the  Church,  with  the  best  results.  ...  By  assigning  this  subject^  tho 
committee  has  done  a  great  service  to  the  Church's  foreign  missions." 
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In  eonnection  with  finance^  he  would  only  say  he  thoaght  they  were  working  » 
gcheme  that  was  second  to  very  few  schemes  of  the  Chnrch  at  a  rery  little  expense. 
For  the  minimum  of  cost  they  had  the  maximum  of  profit.  After  mentioning  that 
they  bad  appointed  Mr.  Simson  as  secretary  of  the  committee,  and  paying  a  tribute 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  John  Petrie,  who  had  recently  left  Edinburgh  for  Belfast^  for  the 
great  amount  of  work  that  gentleman  had  done  in  connection  with  the  scheme,  Dr. 
Whyte  remarked  that  he  knew  a  great  many  legitimate  criticisms  could  be  passed 
on  the  scheme,  and  the  committee  had  noted  all  the  complaints  that  had  already 
been  made,  and  would  do  their  beat  to  work  in  all  improvements  and  eliminate  all 
errors  in  the  time  to  come.  (Applause.)  He  trusted  every  year  would  make  them 
more  efficient.  He  proceeded  to  call  attention  to  the  committee's  proposals  for  next 
year,  which  showed  that  examination  papers  would  be  set  in  Bible  history,  In  doc- 
trine, and  in  apologetics,  and  the  subjects  of  the  essays  would  include  the  history  of 
the  Bnglish  Bible.  Dr.  Whyte  read  the  list  of  prize-takers  for  the  year,  and  showed 
that  the  competitors  generally  had  attained  a  high  standard,  many  of  them  obtaining 
upwards  of  180  marks  out  of  a  possible  200. 

Dr.  ADAM,  Glasgow,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  the  approval  of  the 
scheme  for  the  coming  year,  and  the  reappointment  of  Dr.  Whyte  and  Mr.  William 
Ferguson  as  joint-conveners,  and  Mr.  Simson  as  secretary.  He  assured  the  Assembly 
that  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  Dr.  Whyte  in  the  advocacy  of 
this  scheme.  (Applause.)  He  trusted  the  prosperity  shown  in  the  report  would 
continue,  and  that  the  upwards  of  1600  candidates  of  the  present  year  would  be 
largely  increased  next  year.  It  was  a  hopeful  sign  that  the  first  examioation  paper 
was  to  be  set  on  the  subject  of  the  Shorter  Catechism,  as  that  would  help  to  correct 
the  mistake  of  young  people  who  were  apt  to  think  that  they  had  outgrown  the 
Shorter  Catechism.  It  was  another  happy  circumstance  that  the  second  paper  was 
on  the  subject  of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  for  it  was  most  desirable  for  them  to  have 
the  youth  of  the  Church  well  versed  in  that  standard.  He  thought  he  would  find 
the  house  cordially  agreeing  with  him  in  saying  that  the  scheme  was  a  most  excel- 
lent one,  and  that  they  could  expect  only  the  very  best  results  from  the  working  ont 
of  it  during  the  coming  year.  It  appeared  to  him  admirably  fitted  to  bind  the  youth 
of  the  Free  Church  together,  and  to  give  them  an  interest  in  each  other,  and  an 
interest  in  the  Church.  It  had  been  pleasing  to  him  to  find  not  a  few  of  the  prizes 
going  to  the  manses  of  the  Free  Church — to  hear  pronounced  name  after  name  well 
known  in  the  work  of  the  Church  in  connection  with  the  lists  of  these  young  people. 
They  were  under  a  very  deep  debt  of  obligation  to  Dr.  Whyte.  (Applaose.)  They 
were  well  aware  how  full  his  hands  were,  how  heavy  were  the  burdens  he  was  called 
to  bear,  and  it  was  evidence  of  high  public  spirit  and  a  desire  to  promote  the  interesta 
of  the  Church  and  the  cause  of  Christ  far  beyond  the  limits  of  his  large  congregation, 
that  he  should  be  ready  to  devote  so  much  of  his  time  to  the  prosecution  of  a  scheme 
of  this  description.    (Loud  applause.) 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Begg,  seconded  the  motion.  He 
believed  that  a  great  deal  more  might  be  done  in  furthering  the  scheme  if  the  local 
Presbyteries  to  a  larger  extent  co-operated  in  raising  prizes  and  othertvlse  assisting 
in  the  work.  If  it  was  a  gratifying  fact  that  many  of  the  prizes  bad  gone  to  the 
manses,  it  was  no  less  gratifying  that  not  a  few  of  the  certificates  had  gone  to  their 
cottars'  houses.  His  own  Presbytery  had  a  supplementary  prise  fund  amounting  to 
over  £7  annually,  which  enabled  them  to  contribute  prizes  from  £2  downwards  to 
competitors  within  their  own  bounds,  according  to  the  marks  gained  by  them  as 
reported  to  the  Presbytery  by  the  Assembly's  Committee.  He  did  not  see  why  the 
great  majority  of  the  Presbyteries  should  not  adopt  some  similar  scheme,  which  he 
knew  had  given  a  great  impulse  to  the  movement  within  the  Presbytery  re- 
ferred to. 

Mr.  M'ALISTEB,  Old  Aberdeen,  commended  the  scheme  because  he  had  heartily 
worked  it  for  years.  It  had  been  Uie  means  of  stirring  up  the  young  people  to  a 
careful  study  of  the  Shorter  Catechism,  as  well  as  of  various  books  of  the  Bible. 
One  young  woman  in  his  congregation,  entirely  without  education,  had  gained  a 
prize  for  her  study  of  Zechariah's  prophecies.  Taking  such  an  interest  in  the 
scheme  as  he  did,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  misunderstood  when  he  said,  that  the 
committee  ought  to  be  very  careful  as  to  the  helps  they  asked  the  Assembly  to 
recommend.    On  former  occasions,  one  or  two  were  named  which  turned  oat  far  from 
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MiUfaetory.  In  the  new  sylUbaa  before  the  house,  there  were  two  books,  newly 
published,  which  Tery  few  had  had  the  opportanitj  of  even  yet  seeing ;  and  it  was 
rather  too  much  to  expect  the  Assembly  to  give  its  imprinuUur  to  works,  specially 
intended  for  the  guidance  of  the  youth  of  the  Church,  nnless  these  had  been 
before  the  world  for  some  time,  and  were  of  well-known  standing.  No  department 
of  the  committee's  labours  was  more  momentous  than  that  which  embraced  the  re« 
commendation  of  aids  in  the  study  of  Holy  Scripture. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Walksr  of  Dysart,  the  motion  was  adopted. 

BABBATH  SCHOOLS  AND  THB  TOUNG. 

Kr.  WILLIAM  DICESOK  (elder),  Edinburgh,  conrener  of  Sabbath-school  Com. 
mittee,  in  submitting  the  report,  said — In  laying  this  report  on  the  table  of  the  As« 
sembly,  one  feels  as  if  it  were  scarcely  possible,  after  my  many  speeches  on  this  annual 
occasion,  to  say  anything  upon  this  subject  which  had  not,  In  one  form  or  other,  been 
said  before.  I  may,  however,  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  things,  all  the  rather  that  I  hare 
the  piiyilege  of  addressing  the  house  not  in  the  third  week,  as  has  been  usual  for 
many  years,  after  a  large  number  of  members  have  left  for  their  homes,  but  when  ii 
is  so  full  as  it  is  this  e?ening.  Many  years  ago,  when  guying  in  the  Sabbath-school 
report,  I  ventured  to  make  the  following  statement  to  the  Assembly  : — When  the 
Church,  by  baptism,  receives  the  child  of  a  Cliristian  parent  within  her  pale,  an  obliga- 
tion is  undertaken  by  the  parent  to  train  up  that  child  for  God,  of  which  no  Church 
and  no  Sabbath -school  teacher  can  ever  relieve  him.  But  there  is  a  corresponding 
obligation,  not  less  real,  accepted  on  the  part  of  the  Church,  of  which  as  certainly 
the  Church  cannot  be  relieved  by  the  parent.  Sabbath-school  teaching,  by  properly 
qualified  and  directed  agents,  may  be  regarded  as  a  main  instrument  whereby  the 
duty  of  the  Church  to  the  young  in  this  matter  is  to  be  performed.  Sir,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  principle  contained  in  this  statement  lies  at  the  foundation  of  the 
Church's  obligation  in  this  whole  matter.  If  this  view  be  a  correct  one — and  it  has 
not  been  questioned — then  has  not  the  Sabbath-school  system  a  claim  for  even 
more  than  all  the  attention  it  is  now  receiving]  I  know  that  rash  and  extreme 
words  are  sometimes  spoken  on  this  subject — to  the  disadvantage  both  of  parental 
obligation  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  Sabbath-school  on  the  other.  But  this  is  a 
danger  which,  as  all  are  well  aware  who  have  followed  the  committee's  progress  in 
former  years,  it  has  been  ever  careful  to  avoid.  In  the  pastoral  address  issued  by  the 
Assembly  on  Sabbath-schools  in  1868,  and  on  Parental  Training,  at  the  instance 
of  the  Sabbath-school  Committee  in  1876,  as  well  as  on  every  other  opportunity, 
the  inalienable  obligation  of  parents  in  this  matter  has  ever  been  put  in  the  fore- 
front. It  is  the  Church's  side  of  the  duty  of  which  we  at  present  speak.  It  has 
been  pleaded  for  rsgged  schools  that  the  State  has  no  right  to  punish,  unless  by 
education  it  does  its  best  to  prevent,  juvenile  crime.  Can  the  Church,  with  any 
greater  reason,  lament  that  her  people  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  oarelesaness,  if  she 
does  not  by  early  Scripture  training  do  her  best  to  prevent  iti 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  more  can  the  Church  do  1  Among  other  answers 
which  might  be  given,  one  is  obvious ;  she  ought  to  see  to  the  thorough  training  of 
her  Sabbath-school  teachers.  Our  Queen  has  not  a  more  loyal  force  than  her 
200,000  Yolunteers.  But  Qovernment  knows  that  although  loyal  to  the  utmost, 
and  armed  with  the  best  of  weapons,  they  will  avail  nothing  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  nnless  they  not  only  possess  these  weapons,  bat  know  how  to  use  them. 
Our  Church  has  an  army  of  some  16,000  volunteers,  consisting  largely,  it  will 
scarcely  be  denied,  of  the  warmest  and  most  active  of  her  members.  These  have 
their  Bibles,  the  best  of  weapons,  in  their  hands ;  but  what  if  they  be  ignorant  of 
how  most  effectually  to  use  them  1  Shall  not  our  government  do  their  best  to  train 
them  for  the  service  1  Ought  not  the  Church,  through  her  ministers,  kirk-sessions, 
presbyteries,  and  synods,  to  seek  to  make  the  very  best  of  her  Sabbath-school 
teachers  %  The  steady  progress  being  made  in  this  direction  is  one  of  the  most 
cheering  features  of  the  present  report.  Many  presbyteries  have  not  only  appointed 
committees  for  consideration  and  supervision,  but  for  the  regular  visitation  by 
deputies  of  all  the  Sabbath-schools  within  the  bounds — greatly  to  the  encoarage- 
ment  of  both  teachers  and  scholars. 

The  system  of  gathering  information  by  means  of  An  annual  schedule  of  inquiriesy 
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with  colamns  for  gtatUtiei,  and  also  for  general  remarka,  has  not  only  been  found 
very  greatly  usefal  among  ourselyea,  but  it  appears  to  be  commending  Itself  to 
adoption  by  other  Chnrohes.  Though  it  is  familiar  to  minlBtere,  it  may  not  be  out 
of  place,  for  the  benefit  of  lay  members  of  Assembly  and  others,  briefly  to  explain 
the  method  which  has  wrought  such  beneficial  results.  In  February,  annually,  a 
schedule,  with  queries  as  to  the  various  points  of  inquiry,  Is  sent  to  each  congre- 
gation, where  it  is  filled  up  and  sent  on  to  the  clerk  or  corresponding  member  of 
the  Presbytery  of  the  bounds.  By  him,  from  those  returns,  a  report  is  compiled, 
given  in  to,  and  considered  by,  the  Presbytery,  and  then  sent  on  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Synod  to  which  the  Presbytery  belongs.  From  those  Presbyterial  returns  a  report 
is  then  made  up  by  the  clerk  or  corresponding  member  of  the  Synod,  by  whom, 
again,  after  it  has  been  considered,  it  is  then  sent  on  to  the  convener  of  the  Sabbath 
school  Committee.  The  entire  Sabbath-school  work  of  each  congregation  is  thus 
periodically  under  the  notice — ^for  information,  counsel,  or  direction — of  both  the 
Presbytery  and  Synod  to  which  it  respectively  belongs.  It  is  requested  in  the 
Bchedole  that  the  whole  congregational  returns  (which,  when  complete,  number  more 
than  1000)  shall,  when  done  with  by  the  Presbytery  clerk,  be  by  him  sent  on  to  the 
committee.  From  these  1000  returns  (many  of  which,  however,  have  as  yet  been 
awanting)  the  report  is  compiled  which  is  laid  before  the  Assembly,  and  a  copy  of 
which,  with  all  the  facts  and  valuable  hints  which  it  contains,  has  for  the  last  twelve 
years  been  annually  put  into  the  hands  of  every  Sabbath-school  teacher  in  the 
Church.  Tt  is,  of  course,  easy  to  see  how  this  tends  to  deepen  their  interest  and 
intelligence  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  work  in  which  they  are  engaged.  This  use- 
ful practice  has  hitherto  cost  the  Church  nothing — the  entire  expense  being  defrayed 
each  year  by  some  one  liberal  lay  member  of  Assembly.  I  am  sorry  to  have  again 
to  intimate  that  up  to  this  time  the  committee  is  unprovided  with  funds  for  this 
purpose  for  the  present  year.  During  the  pressure  of  Assembly  occupation  it  has 
been  impossible  to  apply  to  friends  in  the  eldership  in  this  matter,  but  I  need  not 
say  that  a  volunteer  for  the  service,  as  last  year,  will  be  heartily  welcomed. 

A  great  increase  of  consideration  is  being  shown  to  the  Sabbath-school  in  the 
providing  of  more  suitable  accommodation.  Much  progress  has  been  made  since 
this  subject  was  first  referred  to  in  the  Assembly  nine  years  ago,  many  of  our  new 
churches  being  provided  with  suitable  halls.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that 
attention  to  this  should  be  insisted  upon  by  Presbyteries  when  their  approval  of  the 
plans  for  a  new  church  is  applied  for,  and  also  by  contributing  friends  when  they  are 
asked  for  subscriptions.  Showy  expense  is  neither  needful  nor  desirable,  but  let 
there  be  plenty  of  room,  and  light,  and  fresh  air.  If  the  teacher  give  his  love  and 
his  labour,  surely  the  Church  ought  to  see  to  his  proper  accommodation.  The  Sab- 
bath-school, like  the  visible  Church,  has  a  body  as  well  as  a  soul.  It  is  well  for  us 
to  say,  "  Depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled,"  but  it  is  practical  sympathy, 
and  not  mere  patronage,  that  the  Sabbath-school  needs;  and  if,  notwithstanding,  we 
give  them  not  "those  thingps  which  are  needful  for  the  body,  what  doth  it  profit t* 
We  don't  turn  our  cellars  into  nurseries ;  are  not  we  glad,  rather,  when  we  can  give 
up  to  the  little  ones  the  brightest  room  in  the  house  1  Let  kirksesslons  in  their 
care  for  the  schools  see  to  it  that  the  best  available  accommodation  be  provided,  and 
let  deacons'  courts  see  to  it,  as  many  of  them  are  now  doing,  that  rents  and  all 
expenses  are  paid,  and  not  left  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  teachers  or  of  the 
minister,  as  hitherto  has  sometimes  been  the  ease. 

Considerable  progress  is  being  made  in  the  training  of  the  young  to  an  interest 
in  the  missionary  schemes  of  the  Church.  Notwithstanding  the  continued  hardness 
of  the  times,  and  the  great  hindrance  to  the  work  from  the  long  stormy  winter,  it 
will  be  observed  by  the  report  that,  instead  of  falling  off,  there  is  still  an  increase 
in  the  total  sums  contributed,  which  for  the  year  amount  to  £4539,  15s.  OJd.,  being 
more  than  three  times  the  annual  amount  twenty  years  ago.  Various  ways  are 
taken  to  interest  the  children  in  some  one  particular  field.  At  Newhaven,  for  ex- 
ample, two  native  children  in  India  are  maintained,  a  hoy  by  the  boys,  a  girl  by  the 
girls,  a  kindly  sympathy  between  givers  and  receivers  being  kept  up  by  correspond- 
ence. The  "  New  Year  Offerings  "  continue  to  be  heartily  gone  into.  The  follow- 
ing brief  note,  showing  the  New  Year  offerings  for  twelve  years  (of  course  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  contributions  throughout  the  year  to  the  various  mission  schemes 
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•ef  the  Church),  may  interest  the  Assembly.    It  gives  the  year,  the  object,  and  the 
smoont  contributed : — 

1867 — Waggons  for  Nagpore,          £  815 

1870 — School  for  Lovedale, 812 

1871— Mr.  Karayan  Sheshadrl's  "Bethel"  at  Jalna,       884 

1873 — Jewish  Mission  Girls*  School  at  Constantinople,     633 

1874 — Iron  Mission  Church,            670 

1875 — Hospital  for  Santal  Mission, 840 

1876 — Waggons  for  Africa, 1005 

1877 — School  and  Dispensary  for  Lebanon,            750 

1878 — Children's  Books  for  the  Waldenses  and  Bohemia, 800 

1879— Steamer  and  Cloth  for  Liringstonia,            '"         632 

1880 — Home  and  Printing-press  for  Poona  Orphans,        600 

1881— A  new  floating  "  Bethel"  for  Genoa,          725 
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Beaides  the  great  material  help  thus  supplied  to  those  vaHous  nussions,  and  to 
the  comfort  of  the  missionaries,  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  collecting  of  that  £7000 
mast  haye  had  an  important  educational  effect  upon  those  who  collected  it  1  la  it 
nought  that  the  children  of  the  Free  Church  should  be  remembered,  as  they  very 
surely  are,  with  gratitude  and  affeetion  by  nati?e  communities  in  so  many  distant 
parts  of  this  mission  field  and  of  the  world  t  A  little  chimney-sweep  was  once  met, 
by  one  who  knew  him,  hurrying  to  a  missionary  meeting.  *'  What,"  he  was  asked, 
** have  jon  to  do  with  itl"  ''Oh,"  he  replied,  ''I  have  an  interest  in  the  concern." 
It  was  a  meeting  for  some  good  cause  to  which  he  had  already  given  sixpence  of 
his  earnings.  And  so,  is  it  not  likely  that  these  young  people  themselves,  in  after 
life,  will  long  eare  for  and  pray  for  the  missionary  objects  for  which  they  themselves 
helped  to  eollect,  when  they  were  scholars  in  the  Sabbath-school  I 

In  connection  with  missions,  I  cannot  but  refer — ^though  I  had  much  rather  it 
had  been  done  by  another — to  the  ChUdren^a  Record,  It  is  to  be  noted  that  all 
ihoae  Kew  Tear  Offerings  were  the  result  of  appeals  made  through  the  Children* » 
JUeord,  and  through  no  other  channel.  Is  it  not  to  be  regretted  that  in  so  many  of 
onr  schools  the  JUeord  is  never  seen  by  the  children  1  It  is  right  that,  where  there 
are  more  than  one  scholar  from  a  family,  other  publications  should  also  be  circu- 
lated ;  bot  where  the  Record  is  not  received  at  all,  of  course  no  information  about 
onr  mission  schemes,  except  orally,  can  reach  the  children.  In  a  congregation 
where  the  larger  Monthly  Record  is  not  in  circulation,  would  it  be  any  answer  to 
say — "  Oh,  but  we  circulate  the  Leiture  Hour,  or  the  Sunday  at  Home  1 "  Excellent 
pablieationa,  each  in  its  way,  but  they  give  no  regular  information  about  the  missions 
of  our  Church,  if  of  any  Church  whatever ;  and  if  no  knowledge  be  given,  of  course 
neither  iuterest  nor  material  aid  can  be  expected.  But  I  shidl  say  no  more  about 
tlie  Children's  Record  except  this,  that  there  are  now  many  ministers  in  the  Church 
who  well  know  how  to  interest  the  young,  and  that  contributions  from  such,  for  the 
Jieeord,  would  be  thankfully  received.  Surely  the  inducement  is  attractive,  in  the 
opportunity  thus  given,  the  monthly  circulation  having  now  reached  78,000. 

In  the  present  report  the  variety  and  minuteness  of  information  as  to  practical 
details  are  exceptionally  great.  These,  as  presented,  may  have  a  dry  look,  but  it  is 
believed  that^  if  read,  they  will  be  found  to  be  of  deep  interest.  But  beyond  all  such 
details,  the  outstanding  feature  is  the  extracts  given  under  the  head,  "  Hopeful 
Kesnlis."  These  relate  not  merely  to  the  fitness  and  completeness  of  the  nets,  or  to 
the  skill  of  the  fisher,  but  to  the  success  of  the  fishing — the  indications  of  the  bless- 
ing of  Him  who  said  of  old,  "Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men."  The 
whole  returns  seem  to  me  to  bring  out  with  peculiar  vividness  certain  important 
aspects  in  which  Sabbath-school  teaching  differs  from  other  departments  of  the 
spiritual  work  of  the  Church.  In  the  sanctuary  services,  in  printed  truth  presented, 
or  even  when  such  is  responded  to  in  written  examinations,  mind  is  brought  in  con- 
tact with  mind,  but  the  present  effect  cannot  be  known  so  as  to  be  at  once  followed 
Qp,  and  so  as  further  to  elucidate  and  impress.  But  in  Sabbath-school  teaching 
not  only  mind  meets  mind,  but  heart  meets  heart.  The  warm  spiritual  life  of  the 
teacher  is  brought  continuously  into  living  contact  with  the  soul  for  whose  salvation 
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he  labours  and  prays.  The  prophet  stretcbes  himself  opon  the  dead,  month  npott> 
mouth,  eyes  upon  eyes,  hands  upon  hands,  until  "  his  flesh  waxes  warm,"  and  *'  iho- 
Bonl  of  the  cblld  reyiyes/' 

That  God  is  honouring  the  Church,  not  only  in  sowing  the  precious  seed,  but  in 
this  higher  aspect  of  the  work,  is  abundantly  manifested.  Many  of  our  humble 
Sabbath-school  teachers  haye  during  the  past  year  been  tasting  the  strange  new  joy, 
all  earthly  joys  excelling,  of  haying  been  the  means  of  leading  a  soul  to  Christ  We 
look  with  thankfulness  at  the  figures  in  the  report,  which  tell  that  the  Church  haa 
under  Bible  instruction  nearly  200,000  young  seals,  and  this  throughout  the  whole 
land,  '*  from  Dan  to  Beersheba,** — from  the  Bnglish  border  to  Unst,  from  the  eastern 
shores  of  Scotland  to  the  lonely  island  of  St.  Eilda.  And  if  our  aim  in  all  this  were 
mere  denominational  aggrandisement,  we  might  be  tempted  to  rest  in  self-compla- 
cent contentment.  Bat  how  infinitely  nobler  an  aspect  is  giyen  to  the  work,  when 
we  think  of  it  as  a  means  for  the  present  winning  of  souls  t  This  Is  the  true  per- 
manency, the  progress,  the  glory  of  our  beloyed  Chnrch ;  for  if  spiritual  life  prosper 
among  us  all  will  go  well.  Does  not  her  history  in  past  years  assure  us  that  if  wo 
seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His  righteousness,  all  other  things  will  be  added 
unto  ns  I 

A  little  Christian  boy  lay  on  his  deathbed.  Calling  his  father  to  him,  he  said^ 
"  Father,  I  am  going  to  heayen.  When  I  see  Jesas,  I  will  tell  Him  that,  oyer  sinco 
I  can  remember  anything,  you  were  always  trying  to  bring  me  to  Jesus/'  What  »■ 
precious  testimony  to  the  care  of  a  godly  father  1  And  what  a  precions  testimony 
would  it  not  be  to  our  Free  Church  of  Scotland, — to  her  ministers,  her  godly  parents, 
her  Sabbath-school  teachers, — ^if,  as  one  by  one,  those  under  her  charge,  whether  old 
or  young,  were  passing  away  from  this  world,  they  could  say  with  their  dying  breath, 
'*  I  will  tell  Jesus  that,  eyer  since  I  can  remember  anything,  you  were  always  trying* 
to  bring  me  to  ChrisU"    (Applause.) 

Mr.  LEE,  Nairn,  moyed  a  deliyerance  approying  of  the  report,  recording  thanks 
to  the  committee,  and  especially  to  the  conyener,  expressing  satisfaction  with  thd- 
statlstics  and  information  as  to  Sabbath-schools  presented  in  the  report,  as  well  as 
yarious  matters  bearing  on  the  relation  of  the  Church  to  the  young,  and  anew  com. 
meeding  the  subject  to  the  inferior  courts  of  the  Church.  He  said  the  report  wai 
a  mass  of  facts  of  the  most  interesting,  instructiye,  and  enconraging  kind. 

Mr.  FALCONER,  St.  Paul's,  Edinburgh,  in  seconding  the  motion,  remarked  that 
Mr.  Dickson  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  his  labours  had  been  so  far  suocessfn), 
that  Sabbath-school  work  had  taken  hold  of  the  yery  heart  of  the  Free  Choreh,  and' 
was  engaging  aeiiye  and  earnest  attention  in  all  its  yarious  courts. 

Mr.  SHESHADRI  expressed  thanks  for  the  assistance  which  he  had  receiyed 
from  Sabbath-school  scholars.  Some  of  the  pleasantest  deyelopments  of  Bethel 
were  due  to  them.  At  that  station  they  had  built  a  chnrch  and  called  it  Zion,  and 
he  thought  that  was  a  better  name  than  SL  Mary's,  St.  Peter's,  or  St.  Lake'a. 
(Laughter.)  He  had  got  a  splendid  clock  for  that  church,  and  also  a  bell.  They 
had  also  built  a  fine  school  at  Bethel,  and  named  it  Bethany.  In  that  they  had 
trained  a  large  number  of  boys  and  girls,  nuuiy  of  whom  haye  already  become- 
neeful  in  Christian  work. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

THE  BIT.  OIOBOI  LAINO. 

The  Assembly  proceeded  to  consider  a  petition  from  the  Presbytery  of  Dnndee 
asking  that  the  Bey.  George  Laing,  formerly  pastor  of  Chapelshade  Church,  should 
be  continued  as  a  member  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  hit 
full  ministerial  status.  The  petition  stated  that  the  wish  of  the  petitioners  was 
unanimous,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  reason  of  Mr.  Laing's  resignation 
afifecting  his  character,  or  calling  for  a  judicial  interference  with  his  pastoral  position. 

Mr.  EWING,  Dundee,  who  supported  the  petition,  said  that  it  was  the  unani- 
mous desire  of  the  Presbytery  that  Mr.  Laing  should  retain  his  seat  as  a  member, 
though  he  had  resigned  his  pastoral  charge.  It  was  not  necessary  to  go  into  detaila 
of  what  led  to  the  resignation.  It  was  enough  to  say  that  circumstances  had 
occurred  which  left  on  Mr.  Laing's  mind  the  impression  that  there  was  not  that 
harmony  between  him  and  his  session  that  was  necessary  to  his  eariying  on 
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mlniiterlai  work  with  eomfort  to  himself  or  advantage  to  the  congregation.  His 
brethren  thought  there  was  perhaps  bat  little  ground  for  that  impression,  and  endea- 
Toored  to  remove  it,  but  without  success ;  and  were  thus  constrained  to  accept  the 
resignation,  which  they  did  with  much  regret.  The  resignation  was  tendered  with- 
out condition,  or  resenration  of  anj  kind;  and,  in  accepting  it,  the  Presbytery 
unanimously  resolred  to  ask  leave  of  the  Assembly  to  retain  Mr.  Laing's  name  on 
their  roll  aa  a  member. 

This  was  done  as  a  testimony  of  the  esteem  and  affection  in  which  he  was  held 
by  his  brethren,  and  of  their  desire  of  having  him  still  associated  with  them  as 
closely  aa  possible.  It  sometimes  happens,  that  besides  the  reasons  assigned  for 
such  a  resignation  as  this,  there  are  others  of  a  more  serious  character  not  avowed,  but 
in  this  case  there  is  nothing  but  what  lies  upon  the  surface ;  and,  in  making  this 
request  to  the  Assembly,  the  Presbytery  desired  to  bear  a  decided  testimony  to  this 
effect 

Mr.  Laing  is  still  in  the  vigour  of  life ;  he  possesses  preaching  gifts  of  a  superior 
kind,  which  he  is  willing  to  exercise.  He  would  be  very  helpful  to  his  brethren  in 
timo  of  need  were  he  to  remain  in  Dundee.  We  are  desirous  to  retain  him,  and  his 
being  a  member  of  our  Presbytery  might  tend  to  that  result. 

What  we  ask  as  a  favour  from  the  Assembly  would  have  belonged  to  Mr.  Laing 
as  matter  of  right,  had  he  asked  and  obtained  the  appointment  of  a  colleague  and 
aneeeasor,  who  would  perform  all  the  duties  and  receive  all  the  emoluments  of  the 
ehaige.  The  favour  we  ask  has  been  granted  in  other  cases ;  and  as  there  la  no 
constitutional  barrier  in  the  way,  we  trust  the  Assembly  will  concede  our  request. 

Mr.  Laing  is  a  loyal  Free  Churchman.  He  has  done  good  service  in  the  Free 
Chnreh,  presiding  over  a  large  congregation  in  Dundee  for  thirteen  years,  and,  pre- 
Tiona  to  that,  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  discharging  with  great  acceptance  the  duties 
-of  the  paatorate  in  one  of  the  largest  country  congregations  of  our  Church,  namely, 
that  of  Penpont,  Dumfriesshire. 

Principal  RAINY  did  not  think  the  Assembly  could  grant  the  prayer.  The 
Chnroh  had  always  been  somewhat  jealous  of  having  members  of  Presbytery  who  had 
no  pastoral  charge.  That  had  been  carried  so  far  that  even  the  late  Dr.  Bonar,  who 
waa  secretary  of  the  Colonial  Committee,  was  never  allowed  to  take  a  seat  in  virtue 
of  his  official  position.  He  felt  that  they  would  be  going  away  from  what  had  been 
•a  legitimate  and  sound  view  of  things  if,  on  this  application,  they  were  to  confer  on 
Mr.  Laing  the  standing  that  was  asked  for. 

Professor  THOMAS  SMITH  supported  the  view  taken  by  Principal  Balny,  aUt- 
ing  that  even  Dr.  Duff,  after  his  return  to  this  country,  could  not  be  admitted  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  until  he  had  been  appointed  an  elder  of  one  of  the  Bdin- 
burgh  congregations. 

It  waa  then  resolved  that,  considering  Mr.  Laing  was  not  connected  with  any 
^aatoral  charge  within  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee,  the  Assembly  refuse  the  petition. 

THB  HTMKAL. 

Mr.  M'EWAN,  Edinburgh,  gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  the  new  HymnaL 

The  Assembly  adjourned  at  half-past  ten,  to  meet  again  next  day  at  10.30  ajl 
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The  Assembly  met  this  morning  at  half-past  ten  o'clock — Rev.  Dr.  Laughton, 
Moderator. 

DEPUTATION  rBOM  THB  FBJiSBTTEBIAN  CHUBOH  OF  IRELAND. 

Principal  RAINY  said  that  he  had  great  satisfaction  in  announcing  to  the  house 
that  there  were  present  among  them  that  morning,  as  a  deputation  from  the  Presby- 
terian Chnreh  of  Ireland,  the  Rev.  Jackson  Smyth,  D.D.,  of  Armagh,  Moderator  of 
the  Assembly  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church ;  the  Rev.  William  Macloy,  of  Bally- 
mena ;  and  John  Givan,  Esq.,  M.P.  for  County  Monaghan.  (Applause.)  He  waa 
certain  the  Assembly  would  gladly  listen  now  to  addresses  from  these  gentlemen. 
(Applause.) 
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Dr.  SMTTH  said  it  i«  probably  known  to  moat  of  yoa  that  our  Church  oyer  in 
Ireland,  in  the  great  abundance  of  her  generosity^  appointed  no  fewer  than  £▼• 
deputies  to  bear  to  you  their  greetings  and  the  assurance  of  their  cordial  good  wishes. 
This  large  number  may  have  been  suggested  by  the  circumstance  that  we  are 
destined  in  the  future  to  see  your  faces  only  once  in  two  years.  In  this  way,  like 
the  camels  provided  with  an  extra  supply  of  water  for  the  desert  journey,  it  became 
our  duty  to  furnish  you  with  such  a  plenitude  of  ecclesiastical  talk  as  would  suffice 
till  the  period  of  our  next  biennial  appearance.  Be  this  as  it  may,  I  can  well 
imagine  that  some  of  you  might  hare  been  inclined  to  pull  rather  long  facet  had 
you  beheld  no  fewer  than  fi?e  men  of  Hibernian  nationality  ranged  in  oratorical 
rank  along  your  platform.  (Laughter.)  But  there  is  relief.  Our  deputation  has 
assumed  dimensions  that  are  moderate,  and  I  think  I  can  assure  you  that  our 
remarks  will  be  as  modest  as  our  numbers.  And,  in  respect  to  the  future,  if  it  be  a 
privation  to  some  of  us  to  have  but  a  biennial  look  at  the  beautiful  and  picturesque 
metropolis  of  Scotland,  with  all  its  grand  associations  and  vast  wealth  of  historic 
lore,  a  countervailing  advantage  and  compensation  will  be  found  in  the  economy  of 
your  time  and  patience.  I  have  to  offer  an  apology  for  the  absence  of  Mr  Cargin,  of 
Londonderry,  and  Mr.  Cowan,  of  Dundalk.  They  are  both  unavoidably  prevented 
from  being  present.  Mr.  Macloy  has  found  it  tolerably  convenient  to  suspend  for  a 
few  days  his  responsible  duties  at  Ballymena  to  fulfil  his  engagements  here,  and 
Mr.  Givan,  the  senior  member  for  County  Monaghan,  has  found  himself  drawn  from 
his  Parliamentary  obligations  in  London  by  the  superior  force  of  attraction  to  tho 
scene  of  the  important  and  even  momentous  proceedings  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland ;  and  speaking  of  Mr.  Givan  and  Parliamentarj 
duties  is  suggestive  of  the  state  of  affairs  whieh  we  find  marking  our  current  hiatoiy 
across  the  Channel.  The  land  question  has  been  like  a  storm  at  sea,  stirring  the 
people  of  Ireland  from  Duufanaghy  in  Donegal  to  Clonakilty  in  Cork,  and  from 
Clew  Bay  in  the  West  to  Howth  Head  on  the  Irish  Sea.  And  it  is  just  possible 
that  some  of  the  people  of  Scotland,  like  the  child  mentioned  by  the  poet  in  con- 
nection with  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  may  ask  what  they  are  killing  each  other  for. 

But  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  no  real  national  reformation  was  ever  brought 
about  without  a  commission  of  the  fault,  more  or  less,  of  men  running  into  extremes.^ 
The  killing  of  men  and  maiming  of  cattle  are  exhibitions  of  extremes  to  be  deplored 
and  deprecated  to  the  last  degree  by  every  good  man.  It  is  not  my  design  in  an 
Assembly  of  this  kind  to  commit  the  folly  of  an  introduction  of  party  poUtiea,  but 
the  question  that  is  agitating  Ireland  at  this  moment,  like  a  great  swell  of  the  ocean, 
is  more  of  a  social  than  a  political  character,  for  all  classes  of  politiciana  admit 
the  necessity  for  inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  hearths  and  homesteads  of  a  laige 
portion  of  the  Irish  people.  A  remedy  for  the  woes  of  the  Emerald  Isle  was  once 
proposed  by  a  witty  writer,  to  the  effect  that  the  whole  Island  should  be  conveyed  to 
a  suitable  place  in  the  wide  Atlantic,  and  there  get  dipped  into  the  deep  sea  for  a 
time.  By  a  process  of  that  description  the  malady  would  disappear  like  the  toads 
and  serpents  which  were  swept  by  St.  Patrick  into  the  Western  Bay.  In  reality,, 
one  of  the  things  which  the  whole  of  Ireland  needs,  and  which  furnishes  the  subject 
of  a  just  clamour — if  men  would  stop  there — is  to  be  let  down  Into  the  great  and 
swelling  sea  of  national  justice,  where  the  remnants  of  oppression  would  get  washed 
away  by  the  tides  of  righteousness,  or  lifted  up  into  the  pure  air  of  heaven,  till  the 
last  shreds  of  feudalism  shall  be  riven  from  the  statute-book  of  the  realm.  (Hear, 
hear.)  A  measure  which  is  designed  to  effect  valuable  changes  in  the  land  laws  of 
the  country  has  been  introduced  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  is  a  significant 
fact  in  respect  to  the  acknowledged  need  of  legislation  that  the  Bill  has  passed  the 
■eeond  reading  by  no  less  a  number  than  852  to  176— or  exactly  two  to  one  of  thosa 
who  voted.  (Applause.)  I  can  tell  you  that  we  really  did  need  something  like  thia 
to  raise  the  spirits  of  the  people ;  and  yet,  with  all  the  agricultural  and  commercial 
depression  of  the  last  three  or  four  years,  we  have  been,  as  a  Church,  if  not  waxing 
stronger  and  stronger,  at  least  holding  on  our  way  and  relatively  holding  our  own.. 
We  are  at  this  moment  enjoying  a  fair  share  of  ecclesiastical,  and  I  trust  also  of 
spiritual,  prosperity.  Eleven  years  ago  the  Government  brought  about  a  change 
which  almost  assumed  the  dimensions  of  a  revolution  within  the  pale  of  the  Churches. 
By  that  change  we  lost  the  very  paltry  grant  of  £70  a  year — paltry  in  respect  to  the 
amount,  but  especially  paltry  in  the  manner  of  its  bestowment,  as,  from  miserable 
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motlrei  of  poH^,  It  wm  giTen  only  when  wning  from  a  grudging  and  relnetant 
ParHament.  But»  instead  of  doing  as  harm,  the  withdrawal  of  the  Royal  yearly 
grant  has  been  the  means  of  fostering  in  ns  the  spirit  of  self  reliance,  which  liad 
been  kept  in  abeyanee,  bnt  which  can  be  easily  deyeloped  In  tyery  trne  Presbyterian 
who  can  claim  connection,  ancestral  or  ecclesiastical,  with  those  who  became  yaliant 
for  God  and  tratb,  and  learned  to  endare  hardness  as  good  soldiers  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  the  dripping  swamps  of  the  Highland  glens  of  Scotland,  or  amid  the  nigged 
scenery  of  ihe  Pentland  Hills.    (Applaase.) 

We  can  now  support  our  own  Ghorch,  while  we  can  also  take  an  independent 
conxBC  in  the  affairs  of  the  State,  as  we  need  no  longer  be,  and  are  no  longer,  through 
stress  of  circnmstances,  compelled  to  be,  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  for  a 
political  faction  in  Ulster.  Nor  have  we  been  at  all  frightened  by  the  declaration 
of  a  clergyman,  shortly  after  the  disestablishment  of  the  Irish  Church,  to  the  effect. 
that  Ireland  had  no  God.  We  knew  we  had  our  corenant  God  without  being  estab- 
iished  by  any  Parliament  of  earth,  and  God  has  not  left  us  yet.  And  if  the  Lord 
were  constrained  to  leare  ns  alone,  and  remoTo  the  candlestick  out  of  its  place,  be- 
cause of  any  unfaithfulness  of  ours,  we  are  persuaded  that  the  tithe  collector  could 
not  bring  Him  back.  The  supremacy  of  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords  does 
not  depend  on  a  functionary  of  that  sort,  who  used,  for  the  benefit  of  one  sect,  to 
wring  from  the  unwilling  banda  and  hearts  of  all  the  sects  the  church  offerings  by 
means  of  resistless  screws  held  in  the  iron  grasp  of  statute  law.  All  this  is  changed 
now,  and  we  are  the  better  for  the  change.  (Hear,  hear.)  Of  late  years  we  have 
been  growing  in  educational  importance.  Ton  do  not  need  to  be  informed  of  the 
immense  benefit  the  national  schools  of  Ireland  hare  conferred  on  the  people  since 
the  period  of  their  organisation.  They  can  furnish  to  any  boy  with  brains — and  I 
may  tell  you  that  some  of  oor  Irish  boys  hare  brains — the  materials  of  eqaipment 
for  commercial  life  as  well  as  it  can  be  done  by  the  Eoglish  department  of  any  school 
in  the  land.  And  within  the  last  two  or  three  years  a  splendid  and  powerful  impetus 
has  been  imparted  to  Irish  education  through  the  operation  of  the  Intermediate 
Education  Act.  This  Act  is  administered  by  a  board  of  seven  commissioners 
appointed  by  Goyemment,  and  auoh  is  the  progress  made  in  connection  with  this 
new  scheme  of  education  that,  after  a  trial  of  barely  three  years,  there  are  no  fewer 
than  between  seven  and  eight  thousand  young  people  going  in  for  examination  next 
months  with  a  yiew  to  the  obtainment  of  exhibitions,  prises,  passes,  or  certificates 
of  various  degrees  of  value.  These  examinations  embrace  all  the  subjects  usually 
taoght  in  the  higher  grammar  schools — the  ancient  classics,  mathematics  in  every 
department,  natural  science,  modem  languages,  and  English  literature. 

Kor  have  the  universities  been  left  out  in  the  cold.  The  Qaeen's  (Jniversity, 
after  nearly  forty  years  of  trial,  has  been  found  wanting,  and  has  had  its  basis  so 
widened — after  having  got  ita  name  changed  from  the  Queen's  to  the  Royal — as  to 
admit  students  to  the  examinations  and  degrees  without  residence  at  the  colleges, 
or  any  inquiry  being  made  about  the  place  where  the  learning  had  been  obtained. 
I  did  not  shut  my  ears  to  the  remarks  of  some  of  your  members  on  Wednesday  night 
about  the  value  of  university  life  to  a  student,  but  over  in  Ireland  we  felt  that  to 
deny  rewards  and  honours  to  a  young  man  because  he  had  not  brought  his  learning 
from  a  particular  apot,  would  be  to  act  the  part  of  a  horticultural  society  that  should 
give  its  priaes,  not  according  to  the  merits  of  the  flowers,  but  with  reference  to  the 
particular  gardens  and  conservatories  where  they  were  grown.  Altogether,  we  can 
look  hopefully  to  the  future,  and  feel  that  oor  youths  will  be  able  to  compete  with 
any  in  this  empire,  for  any  honours  and  places  of  trust  which  the  nation  has  at  its 
disposaL  And,  besides,  I  think  God  is  enabling  us  to  maintain  our  position  in 
relation  to  missionary  operations  at  home  and  abroad.  We  have  the  same  foes  to 
encounter  as  other  churches;  but  we  have,  especially  at  home,  our  own  pecoliar 
difiBculties  and  opposition  to  encounter  and  overcome.  But  we  shall,  if  true  to  the 
Master,  have  our  corresponding  triumphs,  and  will  be  favoured  by  the  rewards  of 
grace.  No  one  can  shut  his  eyes  to  the  perils  which  characterise  our  time.  Evil 
men  and  seducers  wax  worse  and  worse.  Impostors  are  forging  delusions  all  around. 
Infidelity  in  various  forms  is  seeking  to  overthrow  the  truth,  *'  that  God  was  in 
Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  Himself,  not  imputing  their  trespasses  unto  men  ;'* 
and  infidelity  ia  not  the  less  dangerous  because  it  sometimes  enters  sanctuaries  with 
the  pass  words  of  the  Christian  camp  upon  its  lips.    Such  things  alarm  some  minds 
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as  if  they  were  new,  and  as  if  the  world's  power  and  the  world's  philoiophj  had  not 
often  before  flung  their  puny  shafts  against  the  throne  of  Christ.  And  we  haTO 
never  done  hearing  from  the  lips  of  grumbling  Christians  that  the  former  times  were 
better  than  these.  There  hare,  it  is  true,  been  serious  local  reverses  to  Christianity. 
Asia  Minor  has  had  the  light  removed,  Alexandria  is  not  wliat  it  was  when  Athanasioa 
thundered  against  the  crimes  and  errors  of  his  generation. 

But  what  is  the  era  in  all  the  past  that  any  mere  man  would  like  to  have  sub- 
stituted  for  the  days  in  which  we  live  1  Wonld  any  of  ns  Hke  to  get  back  the  day 
when  there  were  only  eleven  men  in  an  upper  room  planning  and  praying  for  safety 
and  coDSolation  amid  one  of  the  greatest  griefs  of  human  history)  Or  were  those  in 
reality  better  days,  when  John  was  rowed  into  the  solitary  creek  on  the  rock-bound 
coast  of  Patmos,  and  when  the  oil-vats  of  the  East  were  boiling  to  melt  down  in  the 
horrible  crucible,  if  it  were  possible,  every  vestige  of  faith  in  Christ!  Does  any  one 
sigh  for  the  return  of  the  days  and  the  edicts  that  wonld  give  another  Polycarp  to 
the  fagot,  and  another  Ignatius  to  the  hungry  lions  1  Would  it  be  better  for  any  of 
us  or  for  the  world  to  have  the  fires  of  Smithfield  re-kindled  and  the  gibbets  of  Edin- 
burgh re-mounted  1  Are  we  sorry  that  we  do  not  wade  through  the  dripping  heather 
with  Cameron  and  Renwick,  or  join  in  one  shout  of  temporary  triumph  around  the 
blue  banner  of  Drumclog  1  No,  yon  cannot  point  to  one  period  of  the  past  when  the 
influences  of  the  Qospel  were  more  generally  felt  than  they  are  now,  or  when  the 
doctrines  of  the  Bible  would  have  been  less  considered  intruders  in  the  councils  of 
Governments.  The  former  times  were  not  better  than  these.  Darwin  in  our  day, 
with  his  theories  of  evolution,  is  not  one  whit  more  formidable  than  was  Domltian 
in  his  day  with  his  fire  and  sword.  The  religion  of  Christ  haa  no  quarrel  with  tme 
science,  and  all  the  grand  harvests  that  science  has  reaped  in  our  time  alter  nothing 
of  the  divine  record  when  "  holy  men  of  God  spake  as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy 
Ghost."'  And,  therefore,  He  who  is  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords,  and  who,  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  was  made  of  a  woman,  made  nnder  the  law  to  redeem  them  that 
were  under  the  law,  has  left  no  doctrine  that  is  not  favourable  to  tme  science  and  to 
the  true  liberty  of  the  human  race.  And  when  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  makes 
His  people  free  shall  have  bestowed  its  last  gift,  and  science  shall  have  yielded  np 
her  last  secret,  then  shall  the  world  kneel  at  the  feet  of  Him  who  expired  on  the 
cross,  and  drink  in  the  glorious  conception  of  a  hereafter  in  which  science  shall 
expand  into  the  vast  ocean  of  God's  own  omniscience.  I  thank  yon.  Moderator,  for 
the  kindness  with  which  we  have  been  received,  and  I  think  I  may  speak  for  my 
colleagues  as  well  as  myself,  when  I  assure  you  that  we  shall  carry  back  with  ua  to 
Ireland  gateful  remembrances  of  onr  visit  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

Bev.  WILLIAM  MACLOY,  Ballymena,  said  —  Moderator,  Fathers  and 
Brethren,  in  couj unction  with  my  brother  deputies,  I  beg  to  convey  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  the  friendly  greetings  and  the  warm 
Christian  sympathy  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church.  Such  an  expression  of 
interest  in  the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  coming  from 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland,  is  not  hollow  and  insincere,  but  real  and 
genuine,  as,  in  the  bonds  of  the  Gospel,  the  two  Churches  are  essentially  one.  AU 
though  the  deep  sea  rolls  between  the  shores  of  our  island  homes,  although  that  sea 
is  often  swept  by  the  might  of  the  storm,  and  dark  with  the  gloom  of  the  winter's  night, 
yet  no  night  ever  settles  down  upon  our  Christian  life  in  the  vision  of  our  faith,  and  no 
seas  roll  between  onr  hearts  and  Christ— between  our  hearts  and  Christ's  people.  No 
geographical  barrier  can  interpose  and  separate  hearts  that  love  the  Saviour,  and  that  are 
loyal  to  His  cause.  The  Apostle  John  in  his  apocalyptic  vision  says — **  I  saw  a  new 
heaven  and  a  new  earth,  for  the  first  iieaven  and  the  first  earth  were  passed  away, 
and  there  was  no  more  sea."  But  even  now  that  prediction  has  received  a  deep, 
true,  and  aignificant  fulfilment.  Even  now,  Christians  living  the  new  life  which  ia 
in  Christ,  dwell  in  the  new  earth.  Old  things  are  passed  away,  all  things  have 
become  new.  Middle  walls  of  partition  have  been  broken  down,  hills  have  been 
brought  low,  valleya  have  been  filled,  and  rough  places  have  been  made  smooth  by 
the  power  of  the  Cross,  by  the  might  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus. 

In  all  that  concerns  Christ's  kingdom,  aa  a  kingdom  within  believers,  as  a 
kingdom  of  righteousness  and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  there  is  no  more 
sea.  The  world  of  the  Christian  is  watered  by  the  river  of  God,  but  there  is  no 
more  sea.    And  why  should  it  not  be  so  1    Is  not  God  in  the  Trinity  of  Penona 
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cne  t  Is  not  the  redemption  of  Christ  for  men  of  eyery  colour  and  of  erery  dimey 
one  1  Is  not  the  Cbnreh  the  body  of  Christ,  one )  Sin  broke  up  the  race  into 
fngments,  but  redemption  has  bound  it  into  one.  At  Babel,  as  men  in  defiance  of 
God  built  a  tower  for  protection  from  His  wrath,  their  language  was  confounded, 
so  that  they  understood  not  one  another's  speech  ;  but  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  when 
the  Spirit,  sent  down  by  the  ascended  Saviour,  came  upon  the  disciples  as  tongues  of 
fire,  the  mnltitnde  gathered  from  many  and  distant  lands,  and  speaking  divers  toogues, 
heard  those  Oalileans,  those  heralds  of  the  new  faith  **  speak  every  man  in  his  own 
tongue,  wherein  he  was  bom."  Prophetic  announcement  this  of  the  healing  of  divi- 
sions  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  one  of  the  divinest  petitions  to  be  found 
in  our  Lord's  intercessory  prayer  is  expressed  in  these  words — "  The  glory  which 
Thou  g^vest  me,  I  have  given  them,  that  they  all  may  be  one,  eren  as  we  are  one." 
And  this  oneness  of  the  Father  with  the  Son  is  not  a  oneness  in  love  merely,  but  a 
-oneness  in  thought,  desire,  and  purpose.  And  yet,  it  is  too  true,  that  the  unity 
which  prevails  among  Christians  is  more  a  uuily  of  heart  than  a  unity  of  head.  A 
unity  in  feeling  rather  than  a  unity  in  doctrine.  But  I  cannot  think  that  Christ 
who  is  the  truth  can  desire  that  we  sacrifice  truth  for  the  sake  of  union,  or  that  for 
the  sake  of  union  we  mix  up  truth  and  error.  But  1  think  it  is  probable,  nay,  I  be- 
lieye  it  is  certain,  that  we  are  approaching  a  time  when  the  various  sections  of  the 
Chnrch  of  Christ  will  see  eye  to  eye  in  matters  of  faith,  as  they  have  never  been 
able  to  do  in  the  past.  For  it  would  seem  that  the  basis  of  Christian  union,  in  the 
first  instance,  is  not  ao  much  doctrinal  agreement,  as  the  sympathy  of  Christian 
love. 

But  the  ties  that  bind  together  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  and  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland  are  not  merely  the  ties  of  Christian  love,  but  the  bonds  of 
Christian  truth.  We  accept  the  same  doctrines  as  the  truths  of  God's  Word,  we 
subscribe  the  same  standards  of  faith  and  practice,  we  hold  the  same  Church  polity, 
we  rest  upon  the  merits  of  the  same  Saviour,  we  dwell  under  the  shadow  of  the  same 
spiritual  rock,  we  are  strengthened  by  the  same  Dirine  promises,  and  we  seek  a 
home  in  the  same  bright  heavens.  Christ  is  to  us  as  He  is  to  you,  the  sole  King 
and  Head  of  the  Church.  His  will  is  our  law,  and  His  Word  is  our  life.  Hence  it 
is  not  strange  that  we  Presbyterians  of  Ireland  should  feel  drawn  towards  you,  Free 
Churchmen  of  Scotland.  It  is  not  strange  that  we  should  take  a  just  and  houoorable 
pride  in  the  history  of  Preabyterianism  in  Scotland.  When  we  look  across  the  sea 
which  divides  the  two  countries,  "  like  the  smell  of  brine  from  the  ocean  come  the 
thoughts  of  other  years.'*  The  past  becomes  as  the  present  to  our  minds.  We 
remember  the  struggles  of  Beformation  times ;  we  remember  the  story  of  the  sturdy 
faith  and  the  noble  fortitude  and  the  enduring  patience  with  which  the  heroes  of  the 
Reformation  proclaimed  and  defended  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  how  they  stood 
np  eren  to  the  death  for  the  crown  rights  of  King  Jesus.  The  names  of  Hamilton 
and  Knox  and  Henderson,  and  of  others,  brave,  beautiful,  kingly  souls,  are  familiar 
to  na  on  the  other  aide  of  the  Channel,  and  awake  within  us  noble  sentiments,  for 
they  stir  our  blood  like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet.  Next  in  sacredness  to  those  holy 
fielda  away  in  the  far  east,  once  trodden  by  the  blessed  feet  of  the  Son  of  God,  are 
to  UB  the  martyr-grayes  of  Scotland.  The  mists  that  wreathe  themselves  around 
your  mountain-tops  are  to  us  golden  with  the  memory  of  the  sainted  dead.  Dear, 
yery  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Irish  Presbyterians  are  the  records  of  Scottish  Presby- 
terianism.  And,  fathers  and  brethren  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  your  own 
more  immediate  history,  your  own  heroic  departure  from  the  Established  Church, 
when  you  believed  the  rights  of  the  Christian  people  were  imperilled,  your  noble 
surrender  of  your  interest  in  the  wealth  and  prestige  of  that  Established  Church  for 
eonscience'  sake,  have  endeared  you  to  the  hearts  of  Irish  Presbyterians,  as  they  have 
shown  that  the  spirit  which  animated  Scottish  Presbyterianiam  in  the  times  of  the 
Beformation  has  not  died  ont  in  the  breasts  of  the  sons  of  the  Covenant.  God  bless 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  keep  alive  within  her  that  faiih  which  has  made 
the  earlier  years  of  her  existence  so  glorious  and  so  inspiring. 

The  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  has  a  history  too~a  history  of  great  trial  and  of 
moch  auflering.  When  our  forefathers  left  Scotland,  and,  crossing  the  sea,  settled 
down  in  the  yalleya  and  on  the  bleak  hillsides  of  Ulster,  they  had  again  and  again 
to  drink  deep  draughts  from  the  bitter  cop  of  persecution.  The  enemy  of  your 
Church  here  in  Scotland  was  the  enemy  of  our  Church  over  yonder  in  Ireland.  And  that 
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enemy  tried  hard,  by  oaths,  bj  fines,  by  imprUonmenta,  by  penalties,  civil  and  eecIeBias^ 
tical,  to  drive  Presbyierianism  out  of  the  land.  It  is  sad,  infinitely  sad,  to  read  the  storj 
of  the  persecutiona  to  which  in  those  days  our  Presbyterian  fathers  were  subjected 
by  the  intolerance  and  the  bigotry  of  the  then  Established  Church  of  Ireland.  At  ono 
time  nearly  all  our  ministers  were  ejected  from  their  churches.  And  it  fared  all  the 
worse  with  them  in  those  days  because  of  their  known  sympathy  with  your  fathers 
here  in  Scotland  under  the  persecution  which  they  were  enduring.  The  truth  is,  that 
Presbyterians  in  Ireland,  just  as  Presbyterians  of  Scotland,  were  persecuted  because 
they  were  too  Protestant  for  those  in  power.  For  all  through  her  history  the  Irish 
Presbyterian  Church  has  been  pre-eminently  the  Protestant  Chnrch  of  Ireland. 
During  those  three  years  in  which  James  II.  swayed  the  British  sceptre,  sereral  of 
the  Irish  Episcopal  clergy  showed  themselves  not  unwilling  to  worship  at  the  same 
altar  as  the  reigning  sovereign,  even  though  that  altar  was  a  Romish  one,  bat  during 
those  years  no  Irish  Presbyterian  minister  faltered  in  his  loyalty  to  the  truth,  or 
courted  royal  favour  by  quenching  the  light  that  was  in  him,  and  by  sacrificing  his 
conscience  at  the  shrine  of  worldly  policy.  And  when  the  Prince  of  Orange  landed 
on  the  shores  of  Britain,  our  fathers  welcomed  him  with  joy,  and  at  once  espoused  hia 
cause.  A  recent  historian  has  declared  that  the  only  friends  that  WillUm  had  in  Ire* 
land  were  the  persecuted  Preebyteriana  of  the  North.  And  those  persecuted  Presby- 
terians of  the  North  showed  themselves  to  be  the  true  and  trnsty  friends  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty.  What  brighter  page  is  there  in  history  than  the  page  which  recorda 
the  thrilling  story  of  the  siege  of  Berry  I  With  what  stubborn  courage  oar  fathers^ 
in  the  interests  of  religion  and  of  liberty,  defended  the  city  on  the  Foyle  1  Their 
valour  on  its  ramparts,  and  their  sufferings  within  its  walls,  never  were  surpassed 
in  the  annals  of  any  people.  But,  alas  I  their  love  of  Protestantism  and  their  fealty 
to  freedom  were  but  ill  rewarded.  For  generations  they  lived  and  laboured,  for 
generations  they  suffered  and  died,  under  the  same  civil  disabilities  as  the  Roman. 
Catholics.  But  the  blessing  of  the  Lord  rested  on  our  Church,  and  she  grew  and 
prospered,  until  in  the  course  of  time  she  has  become  a  mighty  power  for  good  la 
the  land.  But  I  would  that  her  power  for  good  were  greater,  and  that  her  osefulneas 
were  more  extended  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  iale.  But  Roinaniam 
enthrals  its  millions,  and  holds  them  as  under  the  spell  of  a  sorcerer's  enchantment, 
for  the  British  misrule  of  ages  past  haa  embittered  Roman  Catholics,  and  has 
alienated  them  from  Protestantism,  and  bound  them  all  the  more  closely  to  th* 
Roman  See. 

During  the  past  year  oar  Church  has  held  on  her  way  amid  many  and  great  dis» 
couragements.  The  trade  of  our  country  has  been  terribly  depressed,  and  this 
depreesion  has  told  upon  the  funds  of  our  Church,  and,  in  some  places,  on  the 
attendance  of  our  people  on  the  ordinances  of  religion.  The  tide  of  emigration 
rose  very  high  during  the  past  year,  and  still  continues  at  the  flood.  The  yonn^ 
and  enterprising,  disheartened  by  the  dolnesa  of  trade,  and  by  the  gloom  which  has 
settled  down  upon  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  coantry,  are  leaving  our  shores 
in  thousands,  to  seek  new  homes  in  other  and  more  favoured  lands.  AU  thia  is  sad 
and  discouraging,  but  I  hope  that  happier  times  are  in  store  for  as,  and  that 
through  many  trials  and  much  tribulation  we  shall  yet  rise  into  a  higher  national 
life,  and  breathe  a  purer  and  more  invigorating  spiritual  atmosphere.  The  moontain- 
top  is  gained  only  by  climbing.  The  light  of  the  morning  is  bom  of  the  deepening 
darkness  which  precedes  the  dawn.  Watchman !  what  of  the  night  1  Cornea  not 
the  morning  into  the  East  1  Arise,  shine,  0  Church  of  the  living  God,  for  thy  light 
is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  npon  thee.  Thy  fotore  is  as  bright  as  th* 
promise  of  God,  and  the  promises  of  God  are  as  bright  as  the  millennial  glory. 

Fathers  and  brethren,  let  the  cry  rise  from  our  hearts  to  the  God  of  our  salvia 
tion,  **  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  send  now  prosperity."  For  the  sake  of  the  aonla  thai 
are  perishing,  for  the  sake  of  the  blood  that  was  shed,  for  Thine  own  name's  sake, 
"  Lord,  we  beseech  thee,  send  now  prosperity.*'  Send  Thy  Spirit's  presence  into  the 
midst  of  our  congregations,  and  Thy  Spirit's  power  into  the  hearts  of  our  people.  We 
need  that  presence  and  we  need  that  power.  We  do  not  need  more  trath,  hot  we  do 
need  the  truth  we  hold  to  be  made  more  quickening.  We  need  more  of  the  vivifying 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  our  solemn  assemblies.  What  thought  more  sad  than 
the  thought  of  a  congregation  of  men  and  women  meeting  together  on  the  Lord's* 
day  without  the  realised  presence  and  blesaing  of  the  Holy  Spirit  I     We  speak  of  aft 
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empty  elmreh  when  we  mean  a  home  of  worship  withoai  its  crowd  of  worshippers. 
Aad  a  desolate  sight  tmly  is  snch  a  building  seen  under  such  circumstances.  But 
far  more  desolate  to  an  angers  eye  must  be  the  sight  of  a  church  filled  with  church 
memben  whose  hearts  are  cold  and  sluggish,  and  in  whom  the  Spirit  of  Qod  finds 
no  congenial  home.  And  the  Spirit  dwells  in  the  Church  only  In  proportion  as  He 
dwells  in  the  hearts  of  the  indiridnal  members  of  the  Church.  Hence  every  one  of 
us  shares  in  the  responsibility  of  limiting  the  Spirit's  power  for  blessing  the  Church 
and  for  blessing  the  world.  Our  responsibilitieB  are  great,  because  great  are  our 
priyileges.  Let  ns  then  bestir  ourselyes  to  a  sense  of  our  duty.  Is  it  not  Christ's 
work  that  we  are  carrying  on  1  Who  of  us,  then,  will  fail  in  doing  our  best  to  help 
on  such  a  great  and  glorions  enterprise  1  We  are  working  in  the  line  of  Christ's 
death.  And  the  reward  cometh.  It  is  sure.  We  are  going  towards  the  land  of  the 
morning;  we  are  passing  out  of  the  darkness  of  time  into  the  sunshine  of  eternity ; 
we  shall  presently  be  where  the  glory  of  the  Lamb  shineth  evermore.  May  the 
blessing  of  God  rest  npon  ua  all.  May  it  rest  upon  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland, 
upon  the  Presbyterian  Chnreh  of  Ireland,  and  upon  the  Church  of  Christ  in  erery 
nation  under  hearen.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  JOHN  QIYAN,  M.P.  for  County  Monaghan,  elder,  said— Moderator,  I  feel 
that  a  high  honour  has  been  conferred  on  me  by  my  own  Church  in  sending  me  aa 
one  of  its  deputies  to  this  distinguished  Assembly.  The  profound  learning  and 
critical  power  of  your  reverend  members  inspire  me  at  this  moment  not  only  with 
diffidence  but  awe. 

I  have  occasionally  ventured  to  address  meetings  of  laymen,  but  this  Is  my  first 
attempt  to  stand  as  a  speaker  before  an  ecclesiastical  Assembly. 

My  training  for  such  an  effort  consists  in  the  experience  I  have  had  amongst 
Sabbath-school  classes — ^first  as  a  teacher  and  then  as  a  superintendent — and  as  a 
humble  coadjutor  with  a  faithful  and  devoted  minister  in  ordinary  congregational 
work. 

I  therefore  hope  that  this  Assembly  will  pardon  me  when  I  say  that  I  shall  only 
venture  to  make  a  few  plain  observations. 

The  speeches  of  the  deputation  from  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyteriaa 
Chnreh  in  Ireland  have  already  been  made  by  my  friends,  Dr.  Smyth  and  Mr. 
Macloy,  who  have  given  this  house  as  much  information  as  it  has  time  to  consider. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  associated  to-day  with  the  Moderator  of  my  own  Assembly,, 
not  only  on  personal  grounds,  but  because  his  name  and  presence  call  np  before  my 
mind  happy  reminiscences  of  the  brilliant  and  useful  life  of  his  late  lamented  brother, 
whether  as  a  theologian  or  politician — in  the  pulpit  or  on  the  platform — in  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Church  which  he  loved  and  served  so  well,  and  over  which 
he  presided  for  two  successive  years,  or  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  his  eloquent 
voiee  was  often  heard  on  the  side  of  truth  and  justice — the  talents  and  worth  of  the 
late  Professor  Smyth  won  for  him  admiration,  affection,  and  respecL 

Like  a  meteor  he  shone  for  a  little  in  the  horizon  of  our  time,  and  then  in  the 
wisdom  of  a  mysterious  Providence,  passed  away  in  the  fulness  of  his  intellectual 
power,  leaving  behind  him  a  fragrant  memory  and  a  radiance  which  still  lingers  in 
our  midst. 

I  now  sit  in  the  House  of  Commons  as  he  did,  a  member  for  an  Iri^h  constituency. 
In  these  days  of  depression  and  agitation  in  Ireland  the  position  is  not  a  bed  of  rosea 
on  which  one  can  repose  with  perfect  ease ;  and,  sir,  as  the  social  and  material  con* 
dition  of  Ireland  bears  directly  on  ita  religion  and  morality,  perhaps  the  house  will 
permit  me  to  make  a  few  observations  on  this  subject,  both  as  an  explanation  of  our 
unhappy  state  and  as  an  apology  to  Scotchmen  for  the  comparative  exclusion  of 
Scotch  business  from  the  consideration  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

The  laet  that  agrarian  agitation  exists  in  Ireland  to  a  deplorable  and  alarming 
extent,  is  now  known  over  the  civilised  world,  but  I  am  afraid — indeed,  I  know— 
that  in  England  and  Scotland  this  is  in  part  attributed  and  traced  to  the  chronic 
discontent  and  Improvidence  of  the  Irish  race,  and  not  to  the  real  cause,  namely, 
the  oppressive,  nnjost,  and  cruel  laws  which  have  cursed  Ireland  in  the  past,  and 
wliich,  though  ameliorated  by  the  legislation  of  recent  year^,  are  still  sufficient  to 
cramp  the  energies  of  our  people,  and  keep  them  in  a  condition  of  discontent  and 
Irritation. 

Scotland  is  frequently  held  np  to  us  aa  an  example  and  a  contrast.    Scotland 
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was  annexed,  as  Ireland  was,  to  England — ^the  one  ia  loyal  and  contented,  the  other 
18  still  alien  and  unhappy;  the  one  is  prosperous  and  independent,  the  other  a 
mendicant  seeking  aid  from  the  charity  of  the  world. 

But,  sir,  the  two  cases  are  essentially  diflferent.  Scotland  retained  its  laws  and 
nationality,  while  Ireland  was  treated  as  a  snbjogated  country,  and  the  natiye 
inhabitants  were  punished,  without  even  the  consideration  which  ciyilised  nations 
accord  to  prisoners  of  war. 

The  ancient  laws  and  civilisation  of  Ireland  were  obliterated  by  the  rude  hand 
of  the  conqueror,  and  its  valleys  and  hills  were  unjustly  confiscated  with  a  view  to 
the  total  extermination  of  the  ancient  race.  Penal  laws  were  enacted  and  put  in 
force  with  unsparing  rigour,  which  modem  statesmen  blush  to  contemplate,  and  from 
the  rich  valleys  th^  native  population  were  often  driven  to  the  hill  tops  and  moan- 
tain  wastes,  to  eke  out  a  miserable  existence. 

It  is  true  that  for  many  years  past  the  policy  has  been  adopted  of  repealing  the 
penal  laws  and  gradually  obliterating  the  evils  of  former  oppression,  but  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  a  down-trodden  and  sensitive  nation  will  soon  forget  the  wrongs  of 
many  generations,  especially  when  some  of  those  wrongs  are  still  perpetuated  and 
defended. 

In  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  my  lot  is  happily  cast^  we  are  free  from  the 
excessive  agitation  and  much  of  the  poverty  which  exists  in  the  south  and  west. 
At  the  plantation  of  Ulster,  security  of  tenure  was  granted  to  the  Scottish  settlers, 
who  brought  over  with  them  the  linen  traile,  which  is  still  to  a  large  extent  in  the 
hands  of  their  prosperous  descendants.  Many  Huguenot  families,  driven  from  France 
by  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  settled  in  Ulster,  carrying  with  them  their 
^eat  manufacturing  skill ;  while  in  the  south  and  west  no  security  of  tenure  was 
granted,  and  few,  if  any,  manufacturing  industries  were  established.  Hence,  to  some 
extent,  the  marked  difference  between  the  north  and  south  at  the  present  time. 

Sir,  Scotland  made  its  mark  in  Ulster,  and  many  thousands  of  Ulster  Presbyterians 
are  proud  of  the  fact  that  in  the  "  land  of  brown  heath  and  shaggy  wood "  their 
ancestora  had  a  sanctuary  and  a  home.  But,  sir,  neither  the  indestructible  idiosyn- 
cracies  of  the  ancient  Scottish  character,  which  still  survives  in  Ulster,  nor  the  living 
breathing  energy  and  determination  of  modem  Scotchmen  who  have  settled  amongst 
US,  and  have  toiled  hard  to  succeed  and  take  root  on  Irish  soil,  have  been  able  to 
carry  on  a  successfal  struggle  against  laws  which  permit  confiscation  of  the  tenant's 
property,  and  subject  him  to  capricious  eviction  at  the  will  of  his  fellow-man,  and 
deprive  him  of  those  feelings  of  security  and  independence  which  are  essential  to 
individaal  and  national  prosperity.  An  effort  is  now  being  honestly  made  by  the 
present  Government  to  remove  some  of  our  grievances,  and  I  have  reason  to  hope 
that  if  full  or  even  substantial  justice  be  done  to  us,  an  era  of  tranquillity  and 
prosperity,  such  as  we  have  not  yet  experienced,  will  dawn  on  my  distracted 
country. 

And,  sir,  in  taking  leave  of  this  subject,  may  I  venture  to  express  this  additional 
hope,  that  when  the  Oovemment  shall  have  done  justice  to  Ireland,  they  will  with 
equal  honesty  and  determination  turn  their  attention  to  Scotland,  where,  as  I  under* 
stand,  agrarian  and  other  laws  also  require  amelioration. 

I  have  to  apologise  to  this  house  for  wandering  as  I  have  done  into  the  region 
of  quaai-politics.  I  would  not  have  ventured  to  do  so  but  foi^the  effect  which  agita- 
tation  and  depression  have  had  upon  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Ireland. 

The  absence  of  prosperity  in  the  present,  and  encouragement  for  the  future,  have 
driven  and  are  daily  driving  the  flower  of  our  youth  to  America,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  and  the  Cape  Colony.  Our  Sabbath-schools  and  congregations  are  not 
increasing  as  might  be  expected,  our  ministera  are  not  supported  to  the  extent 
which  the  increased  exigencies  of  their  position  require,  and  our  mission  schemes 
are  with  difficulty  maintained. 

Sir,  the  cause  of  all  this  can  be  traced  to  emig^tion  and  to  the  straitened  circnm- 
atancea  of  our  people,  caused  by  failure  of  crops,  high  rents,  heavy  taxation,  and 
want  of  security  in  their  holdings.  Property  and  wealth  are  not  synonyms  for 
religion  and  troth,  but  if  properly  used,  they  are  powerful  auxiliaries  to  both.  Our 
people  give — even  in  their  pinches  and  privations — with  generous  and  cheerful 
liberality.  But  our  Church  can  never  be  affluent  if  thousands  of  our  people  are  to 
continue  in  poor  and  needy  circumstances. 


FBIDAT,  XAT  27,  1881. — ^MB.  JOHN  OIYAN,  ILF.  205' 

Sir,  hftTing  looked  at  the  dark  sido  of  the  pictare«  permit  me  for  a  moment  to 
glanee  at  the  bright  side. 

I  need  not  say,  in  the  place  where  I  now  hare  the  honour  to  stand,  that  adyersitj 
does  not  weaken  the  yitalitj  of  Preabylerian  principles. 

The  blood-stained  heather  of  the  Scottish  hills,  and  the  mountain  fastnesses  of 
this  and  other  lands,  attest  the  fact*  Although  legs  known  to  the  world  than  the 
fiery  trials  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  it  is  equally  true  that  persecution  tried,  but 
iiicMi  in  Tain,  to  stamp  Presbyterianism  out  of  Ulster. 

A  Chnrch  without  truth  for  its  life-blood  would  probably  haye  expired  under  the 
diseouragements  to  which  Presbyterianism  was  exposed  in  Ulster,  or  merged  in 
accordance  with  the  desire  and  efforts  of  the  state  into  the  prelatic  establishment 
which  had  usurped  the  ecclesiastical  reyenues;  but  Irish  Presbyterianism  suryiyed, 
and,  instead  of  annihilation,  we  haye  had  strength  and  blessing,  increase  and 
prosperity. 

In  1781  there  were  in  Ireland  only  288  Presbyterian  ministers,  there  are  now 
730.  The  total  sum  then  raised  must  haye  been  inconsiderable,  but  the  precise 
amount  cannot  be  ascertained.  Last  year  the  total  contributions  of  our  people  for 
Church  purposes  amounted  to  £139,840.  This,  howeyer,  is  a  decrease  of  nearly 
£15,000  as  compared  with  1878,  but  it  is  an  increase  of  £56,600  since  186i.  This 
may  seem  small  beside  your  noble  total  of  £590,000,  contributed  last  year  by  your 
Church  for  religious  purposes,  but  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when  our  Church  will 
be  able  to  compete  more  closely  with  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  in  Christian 
liberality. 

The  disestablishment  of  the  Irish  State  Church  had  an  important  and  useful 
effect  on  our  people.  The  remoyal  of  that  abuse  has  increased  the  liberality  of  our 
people.  In  1865  our  ordinary  Sabbath  collections  were  £10,093.  In  1880  they  were 
£17,944,  being  an  increase  of  £7851.  Our  stipend,  our  missionary  contributions, 
and  the  sums  raised  by  us  for  yarious  charities,  haye  all  increased  largely  in  recent 
years,  and  although  the  continuous  drain  of  emigration  and  other  causes  haye  reduced 
the  number  of  our  communicants  by  18,000  since  1864,  at  the  same  time  the  number 
of  Presbyterian  families  has  suffered  no  diminution.  With  80,000  families,  more 
than  100,000  communicants,  nearly  60,000  contributors  to  our  Church  funds,  and 
70,000  Sabbath-school  children,  we  haye  reason  to  thank  God  and  take  courage. 
Our  numbers,  howeyer,  are  not  an  index  to  the  strength  and  usefulness  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  Ireland,  To  quote  the  words  of  Principal  Fiurbaim,  "  Statistics 
cannot  represent  the  worth  and  work  of  Christian  churches." 

It  seems  from  the  interesting  annual  statement  in  relation  to  your  Sostentation 
Fund,  which  I  read  with  great  pleasure  yesterday,  that  here  as  with  us  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  keep  up  the  contributions  last  year ;  but  when  a  Church  has  been  eleyated  as 
yonrs  has  been  to  such  efficiency  and  liberality  that  its  contributions  amount  to 
£1, 19s.  for  each  chnrch  member,  it  indicates,  as  your  report  well  expresses  it,  **  a 
yery  commendable  state  of  liberality "  as  compared  with  other  Christian  churches. 
We  haye  not  yet  attained  to  this  magnanimous  standard  of  generous  Christian  life, 
but  I  can  say  that  in  doctrine  and  discipline,  in  all  that  is  yital  and  important  for 
the  future  well-being  and  deyelopment  of  our  Church,  there  is  unanimity,  hope,  and 
peace  amongst  our  ministers  and  people.  We  haye  had,  I  admit,  small  and  sharp 
controyersies  on  the  instrumental  music  and  hymn  discords,  but,  of  course,  in  this 
great  Assembly  minor  matters  like  these  would  hardly  be  deemed  worthy  of  length- 
ened debate.     With  us  they  have  giyen  rise  to  some  noise  and  many  words. 

Since  the  discussion  arose  the  debating  power  of  many  of  our  ministers  has  been 
largely  improyed ;  and  if  the  controyersy  should  haye  no  other  effect  than  this,  it 
will  not  haye  been  entirely  fruitless.  But  sir,  all  this  is  a  mere  ripple  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  deep,  calm,  safe  sea  of  Irish  Presbyterianism.  Neyer  at  any  preyious 
time  were  our  ministers  more  united,  earnest,  and  faithful ;  neyer  before  were  our 
Church  members  more  settled  in  their  faith  and  form ;  neyer  were  our  ecclesiastical 
organisations  in  more  perfect  condition;  whilst  yital  Christian  principles,  which 
are  the'  true  crown  and  glory  and  life  of  any  Church,  are  gaining  strength  amongst 
our  people. 

Sir,  op  to  this  hour  the  Presbyterians  of  Ireland  haye  not  been  treated  by  the 
present  or  any  preyious  goyemment  with  the  consideration  which  their  numbers, 
intelligence,  loyalty,  and  social  condition  desenre  and  demand.    The  magisterial 
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bench  bas  been  practically  closed  against  them,  while  on  the  Judicial  bench  and 
in  other  high  public  offices  they  are  not  represented. 

At  the  present  moment  we  find  it  difficult  to  get  for  the  Mnngo  College  in 
Derry,  with  which  our  Assembly  is  intimately  identified  and  iuterested,  the  full 
recognition  in  the  new  Royal  University  that  is  due  to  our  educational  institutioii 
of  its  status  and  importance. 

Unfortunately,  our  laity  have  not  that  political  union  which  would  give  them 
individuality  and  weight  as  members  of  an  important  Ciiurch.  Men  who  are  in- 
terested in  their  disunion,  and  liave  influence  over  them,  preach  to  them  the  danger 
of  Bchiam  in  politics  from  the  members  of  the  prelatic  Irish  Church. 

Many  of  our  people  who  have  education  and  independence  rise  above  this 
sophistry,  but  multitudes  fall  victims  to  the  deception,  and  cast  in  their  political 
influence  with  those  who  have  opposite  sympathies  and  conflicting  interests. 

Legislation  is  at  hand  which  will  emancipate  all  who  live  by  agricultnral  pur- 
suits  in  Ireland  from  the  baneful  grasp  of  misused  territorial  powers,  and  1  enter- 
tain the  hope  that,  under  new  and  better  conditions  which  will  give  our  people  in- 
dependence and  stability,  they  will  become  more  united  and  influential  in  the  future 
than  they  have  been  in  the  past 

Sir,  I  feel  that  I  have  trespassed  too  long  on  the  time  of  this  Assembly,  and 
intruded  Irish  affairs  into  my  observations  to  an  extent  which  I  can  only  justify  by 
stating  that  at  present  there  is  little  else  in  my  heart  or  on  my  brain. 

Before  sitting  down,  permit  me  to  refer  to  one  other  matter  which  is  now 
agitating  the  public  mind.  I  refer  to  the  admission  into  the  House  of  Commons  of 
the  member  recently  re-elected  for  the  borough  of  Northampton — that  degenerato 
constituency  "  who,"  to  use  the  words  of  a  recent  able  article  in  our  Church  organ, 
"  The  Witness/' "  should  be  ashamed  of  themselves,  for  they  have  proved  that  they 
are  unworthy  to  be  called  the  descendants  of  the  men  among  whom  Dr.  Doddridge 
laboured  so  zealously  and  successfully." 

I  admit  that  the  House  of  Commons  should  not,  as  a  rule,  have  power  to  exclude 
the  legally  elected  member  of  any  constituency,  but  the  present  case  is  unique, 
and  cannot  be  decided  by  any  ordinary  rule.  It  is  not  likely  that  a  similar  case 
will  ever  arise  again,  Atheists  and  scomers  of  Christianity  have  been  taught  that 
it  is  dangerous  to  flaunt  their  opinions  in  the  face  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I 
hope  by  its  final  decision  they  will  get  a  lesson  more  impressive  still,  to  the  effect 
that  all  who  openly  avow  their  disbelief  in  Almighty  Qod,  and  the  future  accounta- 
bility of  man,  are  unfit  to  sit  as  legislators  in  an  assembly  where  Christianity  is  re- 
cognised, or  to  represent  any  part  of  a  nation  from  which  in  a  pre-eminent  degree 
the  knowledge  of  God  has  emanated  to  the  heathen  and  benighted  of  other 
lands. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  this  Assembly,  and  our  own  Qeneral  Assembly,  will  take 
up  this  question,  and  send  forward  emphatic  petitions  to  the  House  of  Commons 
against  any  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  man  who  is  loyal  neither  to  the  Author  of.  his 
being,  nor  the  sovereign  of  his  country,  which  petitions,  I  shall,  if  permitted,  consider 
it  my  honour  and  privilege  to  present  and  support. 

One  cannot  but  feel  humiliated  to  see,  that  in  England,  Atheism,  free  thought, 
and  other  abominations,  so  extensively  prevail,  and  that  men  who  glory  in  the  un- 
blushing and  audacious  propagation  of  opinions  which  conduce  to  Immorality  and 
national  dishonour,  can  rise  to  the  position  of  heroes  whose  mission  is  said  to  be 
the  protection  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  British  people. 

Looking  at  the  condition  of  religion  and  morality  to-day,  the  question  often 
occurs  to  my  mind — Has  the  Church  of  England  discharged  its  duty  as  a  Christian 
Church  to  the  people  of  Eugland  1  Have  its  wealth  and  influence,  as  the  richly 
endowed  Church  of  the  State,  been  instrumental  in  preserving  the  nation  from  error 
and  directing  it  into  the  paths  of  righteousness  and  truth  1  I  regret  that  a  negative 
answer  is  the  only  one  which  is  consistent  with  facts,  and  the  conclusion  follows  as 
a  natural  and  reasonable  sequence,  that  if  the  State  Church  has  failed  in  the 
discharge  of  its  functions — if  it  be  an  impediment  to  other  Christian  Churches — if 
it  be  a  upas  tree,  under  whose  shadow  Christianity  has  not  flourished,  and  cannot 
flourish — then  let  the  great  Statesman,  who  can  use  the  axe  with  effect,  hew  down 
the  noxious  growth  of  ages,  and  allow  living,  active,  fervent,  free,  aggressive  Chris- 
tian teaching  and  principle  to  operate  on  the  masses  withont  being  frowned  on 
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non-ooaformity  or  dlBseni.  I  know  that  in  Ireland  the  diseBtablishment  of  the 
State  Church  is  now  approved  of  and  appreciated  by  thousands  of  its  members,  who 
at  first  considered  it  sacrilege  and  robbery,  and  few  of  the  wise  and  good  in  its  com- 
munion would  now,  even  if  they  had  the  power,  restore  it  to  its  former  condition. 

Sir,  the  Church  which  this  great  Assembly  represents,  shows  what  a  Free 
Church  can  do.  Its  struggles  for  truth  and  freedom,  its  deyotion  to  purity  of 
worship,  ita  sufferinga,  its  sacrifices,  its  heroism,  and  its  triumphs,  haye  shed  over 
Scotland  imperishable  glory,  and  made  this  Church  a  beacon-light  to  guide  the 
Christianity  of  the  world. 

I  trust  that  your  present  grave  difficulty  may  be  shortly  surmounted  by  the 
exercise  of  wisdom  and  moderation,  and  that  in  your  noble  desire  to  preserve  the 
truth,  you  may  receive  signal  guidance  from  the  great  King  and  Head  of  the 
Church.  My  prayer  is,  that  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  may  go  on  in  its  glorious 
career,  "  till  the  war  drum  beats  no  longer,  and  the  battle  flags  are  furled,"  and  that 
with  it  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  may  go  hand  in  hand,  stimulated  by  its  example, 
and  emulating  ita  sueeess,  liberality,  and  zeal.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  BEGQ  said  he  had  been  requested  to  propose  a  resolution  in  connection  with 
the  addresses  to  which  they  had  just  listened  —  admirable  addresses,  although 
perhaps  topics  had  been  introduced  on  which  they  were  not  called  at  this  time  to 
give  a  judgment.  (Hear,  hear.)  Some  of  these  topics  would  be  brought  up  again 
in  connection  with  the  business  of  the  house ;  but,  in  the  meantime,  he  thought 
they  were  honoured  in  having  before  them  the  able  and  eloquent  Moderator  of  the 
Iriah  General  Asaembly ;  Mr.  Macloy,  who  had  made  such  an  excellent  speech ;  and 
Mr.  Givan,  a  member  of  Parliament  and  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Ulster,  whom  ihey  were  delighted  to  see.  He  looked  back  over  a  long  period  upon 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland.  It  was  many  years  since  he  visited  it,  and  he 
had  the  honour  of  knowing  a  previous  generation,  including  the  Cookes,  and  Stuarts, 
and  Dills,  and  Dobbins  of  former  days.  He  had  travelled  over  the  whole  of  Ireland, 
and  had  noted  the  great  value  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  maintaining  truth  and 
liberlj  in  the  north  in  contrast  with  the  degradation  and  Popery  of  the  south  and 
west.  They  had  illustrated  the  importance  of  Presbyterianism,  perhaps  more  than 
any  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  world,  for  they  had  been  placed  in  difficult  circom- 
atanees.  He  waa  extremely  glad  to  hear  the  reports  which  they  had  had  in  regard 
to  continued  snceess,  contributions  to  funds  of  the  Church,  and,  in  short,  the  various 
atatementflwhich^warranted  the  belief  that  the  Church  was  prospering.  Their  friend 
who  had  addressed  them  so  recently  touched  upon  some  topics  on  which  he  (Dr. 
Begg)  waa  constrained  to  diflfer,  and  differ  widely.  He  thought  that  if  these  questions 
introdneed  into  the  Presbyterian  Church  were  to  be  reckoned  small  matters  they 
were  not  sa  They  looked  small  to  those  who  had  not  studied  the  principles  and 
history  of  the  Preaby  terian  Church.  He  hoped  wisdom  would  be  given  to  dispose  of 
them  aright^  bnt,  for  his  part,  he  dreaded  that  it  might  not  be  so.  In  the  meantime, 
he  hoped  that  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland  would  go  on  and  prosper.  He 
thought  their  friends  would  be  warranted  in  carrying  back  the  cordial  desire  and 
earnest  prayer  of  the  Free  Church  that  they  might  continue  to  prosper.  They  had 
had  their  struggles,  but  these  had  braced  them  up ;  and  if  these  important  questions 
which  were  being  discassed  in  Parliament  and  elsewhere  had  the  effect  of  giving 
more  power  to  advance  the  truth,  no  one  would  rejoice  more  than  he.  For  his  part, 
he  deplored  the  evictions  which  had  taken  place,  and  he  was  certain  this  Assembly 
would,  if  it  was  not  engaged  in  other  business,  have  an  abundant  right  to  stand 
forward  and  maintain  the  civil  interests  of  the  people  of  Scotland  as  their  friends 
had  joat  done.  Temporal  and  spiritual  things  had  a  closer  connection  than  many 
supposed.  He  moved  "  That  the  General  Assembly  had  heard  with  great  satisfaction 
the  interesting  statements  of  the  deputies  from  Ireland,  and  desired  to  assure  them 
that  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  cherished  warm  regard  for  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Ireland  on  account  of  its  faithful  and  fruitful  work,  and  on  account  of  its 
sympathy  with  the  Free  Church  in  time  of  trial ;  and,  further,  prayed  that  the  Irish 
Presbyterian  Church  might  be  greatly  blessed  in  the  work  committed  to  it." 

Dr.  BAINY,  who  rose  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  reference  to  the  late 
Dr.  Bichard  Smyth,  a  lamented  brother  of  the  preflent  Moderator  of  the  Irish 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  whom  it  had  been  his  (Dr.  Rainy's)  privilege  to  see  pre- 
siding over  one  of  the  Assemblies  of  the  Church  as  the  ideal  of  a  Moderator, 
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remarked  that  he  did  not  think  thej  had  ever  had  a  more  interesting  Bet  of  state- 
ments ;  and  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  single  out  one  more  than  another,  he  thought 
he  shonld  siogle  ont  the  speech  of  Mr.  Giyan,  becaose  that  gentleman  had  stated  to 
them  what  was  in  his  heart  and  in  his  brain. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  MODERATOR  thereupon  rose  to  conrey  to  the  deputies  an  expression  of  the 
Assembly's  thanks.  He  said — I  am  authorised  to  welcome  yon  here  on  behalf  of 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  in  the  name  of  this  Assembly  to  thank  yon  most 
cordially  for  your  presence  and  for  the  addresses  which  you  have  deliTered,  and  the 
information  you  have  communicated  to  us.  As  a  Presbyterian  Church,  the  Church 
which  you  represent  must  necessarily  have  a  place  in  our  warmest  interest  and 
regard.  But  we  can  never  forget  what  yon  have  referred  to,  that  yon  are  not 
only  of  one  form  of  Church  government,  but  that  you  are  of  one  blood  with  na 
— your  blood  and  ours  originally  the  same,  perhaps  in  yonr  case  somewhat  modified 
— shall  I  not  say  improved! — by  the  livelier  and  more  generous  elements  of 
the  Irish  character.  Certainly  we  feel  that  you  have  done  good  work  for  the 
cause  of  Christ — for  the  cause  of  Presbyterianism,  for  the  interests  of  Ireland, 
by  what  yon  have  wrought  in  Ulster.  There,  yon  have  made  yonr  mark. 
No  one  who  visits  Ireland  can  fail  to  see  the  marks  of  Scotch  energy  and 
intelligence  in  that  province.  I  don't  mean,  however,  to  say  that  it  is  the 
national  element  that  has  produced  that  difference.  I  believe  it  is  the  religious 
element  much  more.  Tour  Protestantism  shows  itself  in  the  outward  eirenmstancea 
and  prosperity  of  the  province  of  Ulster.  That  remark  has  often  been  made  in 
regard  to  the  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  cantons  of  Switzerland.  There  ia 
no  more  striking  illustration  of  the  different  effects  of  the  two  creeds  than  in  the 
contrast  between  the  south  and  north  of  Ireland.  (Applause.)  We  rejoiee  to  hear 
of  your  prosperity.  We  trust  yon  will  go  on.  We  rejoiee  to  know  that  yon  have 
prospered  financially,  much  more  that  you  have  prospered  spiritually.  We  believe 
that  you  have  yet  a  great  work  to  do  for  Ireland.  The  wrongs  of  Ireland  constitnie 
a  sad  chapter  in  the  history  of  this  g^reat  empire.  We  trust  these  wrongs  will  soon 
be  only  matter  of  history ;  and  that  that  will  be  soon,  so  far  as  the  matter  of 
legislation  is  concerned.  But  there  is  something  more  necessary  to  heal  all  the 
wounds  that  have  been  occasioned ;  we  believe  that  it  is  only  by  the  gospel  of  Jesna 
Christ  effectively  preached  and  brought  home  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  that  the 
wrongs  of  Ireland  will  finally  be  healed.  We  tnist  yon  will  bear  an  important  part 
in  the  accomplishment  of  that  object.     (Applause.) 

BS7.  DS.   LAIDLAW. 

Dr.  Laidlaw  having  come  into  the  house  was  callea  to  the  platform  rails. 

The  MODERATOR  addressing  him,  said — I  have  to  intimate  to  you,  in  the  name 
of  the  Assembly,  that  you  have  been  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Systematic  Theology 
in  the  New  College  of  Edinburgh,  and  trust  you  will  see  your  way  to  accept  the 
appointment  I  am  sure  if  you  do  so  you  will  gratify  this  Assembly,  and  that  yon 
will  have  the  prayers  of  many  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
that  office.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  LAIDLAW — I  beg  now  to  intimate  my  cordial  aeeeptance  of  the  offiee  thai 
is  laid  upon  me  by  the  Church,  humbly  looking  ap  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Chnreh 
for  grace  to  discharge  the  duties.    (Applause.) 

By  request,  Dr  ELDER  then  engaged  in  prayer. 

Dr.  WILSON  moved,  in  view  of  what  had  just  taken  place,  that  the  Assembly 
declare  Dr.  Laidlaw's  ministerial  charge  to  be  vacant  from  this  day,  and  that  the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  be  instructed  to  take  steps  in  due  time  for  the  Indnctioa 
of  Dr.  Laidlaw  to  his  new  office. 

This  waa  agreed  to. 

PBOFESBOB  smith's  CASK. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  answer  the  reasons  of  dissent  given  in  on 
Thursday  by  Professor  Bruce  at  the  termination  of  the  ease  of  Professor  Bobertson 
Smith. 
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ooLLKAaun  An)  suoossaoBs. 
The  Beport  on  ColleagaeB  and  SaccesBors  was  laid  on  the  table  by  Dr.  WnaoN. 

THXHTtfNAL. 

Professor  BRXJCB,  Glasgow,  sabmltted  the  report  of  the  Hjrmnal  Committee. 
It  stated  that  copies  of  the  draft  Hymnal  were  supplied  without  delay  to  all  the 
Presbyteries  of  the  Charch,in  order  tliat  they  might  have  fall  opportunity  for  giying 
their  judgment  thereon.  By  the  time  fixed  by  the  Assembly  for  sending  in  the 
opinions  of  Presbyteries,  the  1st  of  February,  85  returns  in  all  had  been  receiyed. 
The  committee,  at  its  meeting  in  February,  finding  that  it  was  possible  without 
ineon?enience  to  grant  an  extension  of  the  time,  fixed  on  the  lOtk  March  as  the 
latest  date  at  which  returns  could  be  receiyed  so  as  to  be  taken  into  account  in 
their  proceedings.  At  that  date  10  additional  returns  had  been  receiyed,  making 
in  all  45  returns  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  committee.  Of  these  returns,  all  but  four 
embraced  detailed  criticisms  on  the  book,  suggesting  omissions,  additions,  and 
changes  in  the  text.  Of  the  other  four,  one  expressed  general  approyal  of  the 
book,  another  expressed  absolute  disapprobation  of  the  use  of  hymns,  and  the  re« 
maining  two  expressed  a  wish  for  delay  in  the  preparation  of  the  new  Hymnal.  In 
general,  the  returns  show  that  the  Presbyteries  haye  gone  into  the  work  of  criticism 
with  much  interest  and  care,  indicatiye  of  a  widespread  desire  that  the  Church  should 
be  furnished  as  speedily  as  possible  with  a  superior  collection  of  hymns  fitted  for 
use  in  congregational  and  family  worship.  As  might  haye  been  expected,  great 
diyenity  of  opinion  has  been  manifested  in  regard  toindiyidnal  hymns.  Kot  more 
than  one- third  of  the  hymns  in  the  draft  haye  been  approyed  by  all  Presbyteries, 
much  the  larger  number  of  these  being  hymns  contained  in  the  collection  at  present 
in  use,  suggesting  that  the  diyersity  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  others  may  in  part 
be  due  to  less  familiarity  with  them. 

The  committee  haye  pleasure  in  directing  attention  to  the  fact  that  amidst  the 
great  yariety  of  yiews  eyinced  in  the  returns,  there  is  also  manifested  a  yery  large 
amount  of  concurrence.  A  yery  large  proportion  of  the  hymns  objected  to  are 
disapproyed  by  only  a  yery  small  number  of  the  returns — In  many  instances  not 
more  than  two  or  three.  Kot  more  than  37  hymns  haye  been  disapproyed  by  as 
many  as  ten  returns,  less  than  a  fourth  of  those  giving  detailed  opinions  on  the 
book.  This  fact  is  all  the  more  significant  that  the  careful,  minute  character  of  the 
criticisms  in  the  returns  clearly  shows  that  no  hymns  have  been  passed  oyer,  as  if 
approyed,  per  incur/am.  It  may  be  assumed  that  the  returns  name  all  the  hymns 
disapproyed ;  especially  when  it  is  considered  that  many  of  the  returns  include  a 
considerable  number  of  hymns  In  the  list  disapproyed — ranging  from  80  to  nearly 
70  in  not  a  few  instances.  It  is  therefore  yery  gratifying  to  the  committee  that  so 
small  a  proportion  of  the  hymns  included  in  the  collection,  selected  by  them  with 
due  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  Church  and  the  consensus  of  other  Churches,  have 
been  disapproyed  by  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  Presbyteries.  The  com- 
mittee resolyed  to  omit  nine  hymns,  fiye  of  those  being  hymns  thrown  out  by  a 
majority  of  returns,  and  to  recommend  the  omission  of  hymn  No.  180  in  the  draft, 
on  the  ground  that  it  is  in  substance  identical  with  the  60th  Paraphrase. 

Considerable  diyersity  of  opinion  preyails  in  the  Church  as  to  the  inclusion  of 
paraphrases  in  the  new  Hymnal,  some  Presbyteries  wishing  all,  or  nearly  all,  the 
paraphrases  in  the  present  Hymnal  inserted,  others  wishing  all  paraphrases  excluded. 
For  reasons  stated  in  last  year's  report,  the  committee  included  in  its  draft  thirteen 
of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed.  By  way  of  compromise  between  the 
diyerse  yiews  expressed  in  the  returns,  the  committee  resolyed  to  add  to  these  as 
many  more  as  would  bring  the  list  up  to  a  number  not  exceeding  twenty-one.  The 
committee  trust  that  the  recommendation  will  be  approyed  by  the  Assembly  and 
generally  acquiesced  in.  Of  course  it  will  be  understood  that  it  is  not  intended  by 
the  introduction  of  these  paraphrases  to  prejudge  the  question  as  to  what  is  to  be 
done  with  the  collection  of  paraphrases  as  a  whole.  Professor  Bruce,  in  submitting 
the  report,  stated  that  the  reylsion  and  enlargement  of  the  Hymn-book,  or  the  pre- 
paration of  a  new  Hymn-book,  was  brought  before  the  Assembly  of  1877  by  a  large 
number  of  oyertures,  he  thought  sixteen  in  all,  and  that  Assembly  appointed  a  com* 
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mittee  of  inqoiry  to  ascertain  what  was  the  mind  of  the  minigten  of  the  Charch  on 
the  matter,  that  was  to  say,  whether  there  was  an  extensive  desire  for  a  new  book ; 
and  at  the  same  time  to  find  out  what  was  the  opinion  in  regard  to  the  size  and 
general  characteristics  of  a  new  book,  should  that  be  wanted.  This  committee  issued 
a  schedule  containing  a  number  of  questions  directed  towards  the  bringing  out  the 
mind  of  the  Church,  and  in  answer  the  committee  receiyed  as  many  as  472  returns, 
of  which  a  very  large  proportion,  he  thought  three-fourths,  were  in  fsTOur  of  a  new 
book,  to  contain  aboat  300  hymns,  with  the  addition  of  some  fifty  hymns  for  the  use 
of  the  seryices  of  the  sanctuary  in  connection  with  the  young.  One  thing  that 
characterised  the  returns  was  the  emphasising  of  the  principle  of  consensus  as  a 
principle  that  ought  to  guide  the  committee  in  the  compilation  of  the  book,  a  con- 
sensus especially  from  the  hymn  books  in  use  in  Presbyterian  Chnrches. 

Another  feature  of  the  returns  was  the  expression  of  a  very  general  desire  that  in  any 
new  book  there  should  be  as  large  an  abstinence  as  possible  from  anything  like  tamper- 
ing  with  the  words  of  the  Tarious  hymns.  The  committee,  in  its  report  to  the  Assembly 
of  1 878,  gathered  up  the  general  drift  of  the  returns  in  an  opinion  which  is  nnanimousty 
adopted.  This  opinion  was  that  the  present  Hymnal  should  without  delay  be  reyised 
and  enlarged,  the  maximum  of  hymns  not  to  exceed,  except  for  urgent  reasons,  800 , 
that  this  number  should  not  include  paraphrases,  that  the  new  book  should  contain 
a  selection  of  hymns  specially  adapted  to  the  young  for  use  in  public  worship,  and, 
finally,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  number  of  Scripture  sentences  set  to  music  The 
finding  of  the  Assembly  was  that  the  Hymn-book  be  reyised  and  enlarged,  the  changes 
in  both  respects  to  be  in  the  lines  of  the  committee's  opinion.  The  Hymnal  Com- 
mittee being  appointed,  set  to  work  immediately  to  compile  hjmns  for  the  new  book, 
and,  at  the  following  Assembly,  that  of  1879,  they  submitted  an  approximately 
complete  selection,  but  they  did  not  profess  to  have  quite  completed  their  work,  and 
they  were  instructed  to  make  the  selection  complete  and  to  report  to  the  following 
Assembly.  This  Assembly  of  1879  approved  of  the  proposal  by  the  committee  to 
edit  the  musical  edition  of  the  Hymnal  on  the  fixed  tune  principle.  This  principle 
the  committee  accordingly  adhered  to,  but  having  a  reganl  to  the  fact,  that  on  this 
point  there  was  more  or  less  diversity  of  opinion,  the  committee  had,  at  a  later  sta^e 
in  their  operations,  resolved  to  adopt  a  resolution  which  would  so  modify  the  appli- 
cation of  that  principle  as  would  go  far  to  meet  the  views  of  all,  namely,  that  the 
hymns  should  be  arranged  metrically,  so  that  at  the  same  opening  there  would  be  a 
choice  of  two  or  three  hymns.  With  this  modification  the  committee  cherished  the 
hope  that  they  were  doing  all  in  their  power  to  make  the  best  arrangements  they 
could,  and  that  being  so,  they  trusted  the  Assembly  would  leave  the  matter  as  the 
committee  had  adjusted  it 

In  1880  the  committee  presented  the  result  of  their  labours  In  the  form  of  a 
draft  Hymnal,  and  the  Assembly  instructed  that  the  book  should  be  sent  down  to 
Presbyteries  for  their  opinion.  The  report  which  now  lay  on  the  table  of  this 
Assembly  set  forth  the  result  of  the  appeal  to  Presbyteries.  They  would  see  from 
it  that  a  veiy  large  number  of  Presbyteries  had  made  returns,  that  there  had  been  a 
very  general  interest  taken  in  this  matter,  and  a  very  large  amount  of  attention  paid 
to  it»  and  that  they  had  really  got  the  careful  and  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Church 
on  the  subject.  They  had  no  less  than  53  returns.  These,  of  eonise,  with  the 
^cepUon  of  three  or  four,  were  from  Lowland  Presbyteries,  so  that  they  might  say 
they  had  the  opinion  of  the  whole  Church,  except  that  part  of  it  which  disapproved 
of  hymns  altogether.  These  returns  showed,  no  doubt,  a  considerable  diversity  of 
opinion  on  details,  bnt,  along  with  that  diversHy  of  opinion  on  details,  there  was  a 
remarkable  agreement  on  the  whole,  and  an  agreement  which  was  exceedingly 
favourable,  implying  a  favourable  reception  of  this  draft  Hymnal.  Out  of  850  hymns 
in  the  book  only  five  had  been  disapproved  by  a  minority  of  Presbyteries,  and  out  of 
the  whole  number  only  87  had  as  many  as  ten  Presbyteries  against  them.  The  com* 
mittee,  of  couse,  threw  out  of  the  book  the  five  which  were  condemned  by  a  minority, 
and,  after  some  consideration,  they  resolved  that  they  would  take  into  reconsiders* 
tion  all  those  which  had  as  many  as  ten  Presbyteries  against  them.  As  a  result 
they  voted  out  other  four,  so  that  the  book  was  changed  to  the  extent  of  nine,  and 
another  which  was  substantially  a  duplicate  of  a  paraphrase.  These,  returns  from 
Presbyteries  contained  a  large  number  of  suggestions,  more  or  less  important,  some 
«f  them  Teiy  minate,  and  referring  to  individual  words.    The  amount  of  loggettioiu 
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Tery  ▼olaminoofl,  bat  the  nomber  of  important  Baggestioxu  was  eomparatiTely 
limited,  and  these  the  committee  took  into  consideration,  especially  where  they  sug- 
gested a  change  of  words  on  the  score  of  sentiment.  The  alterations  resulting  there- 
Irom  the  eommittee  trusted  would  hare  the  tendency  to  remove  objections  from  the 
minds  of  alL  Kow,  all  this  seemed  to  show  that  tbey  were  now  ready  for  pablioa< 
tion.  (Applanse.)  Of  coarse  there  would  still  be  objections  in  indiyidual  minds, 
but  he  beliered  that  there  would  be  objections  of  many  sorts  in  indiyidual  minds 
although,  instead  of  four  years,  they  had  spent  in  the  eompilation  of  the  book  fifty 
yean.  (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  They  had  a  large  community  to  please,  and  all 
that  could  be  done  was  to  make  the  best  adjustment  possible.  It  might  still  be 
objected  that  the  book  was  too  large,  but  he  thought  on  that  point  they  could  not 
Texy  well  go  back. 

Another  objection  he  had  heard  stated,  and  knew  that  it  was  entertained  by  Sir 
Henry  Koncreiff,  was  that  there  were  a  number  of  weak  hymns  in  the  book.  In  a 
book  so  large  there  would  necessarily  be  some  weak  hymns,  but  perhaps  these  very 
hymns  were  by  many  persons  looked  upon  with  great  regard.  Objection  might  also 
be  taken  to  hymns  miobjectionable  in  themseWes  on  account  of  their  authorship. 
He  indieated  that  he  referred  to  hymns  by  Roman  Catholics.  But,  in  regard  to  that» 
he  had  not  heard  of  the  objection  being  taken  by  a  single  Presbytery,  not  even,  if 
he  might  be  allowed  to  miJce  a  reference  which  might  seem  inyidious,  by  the  Pres- 
byiexy  of  Bdinbnrgh — (laughter) — which  was  yery  critical,  especially  in  the  matter 
4>(  sentiment,  the  qaallty,  drift,  or  doctrinal  tendency  of  hymns,  but  did  not  take 
objections  to  a  hymn  merely  because  it  was  by  a  Boman  Catholic  author.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  a  yery  absurd  thing  to  take  objection  on  such  a  ground— as 
absurd  as  it  was  in  Protestant  nations  to  object  to  the  Gregorian  Calendar  because 
it  came  from  a  pope.  (Applause.)  Such  objections  as  he  had  referred  to  already 
had  been  taken,  and  he  respected  them,  but  he  did  not  think  they  were  of  sufficient 
importance  to  weigh  with  this  Assembly,  which  ought  now  to  feel  itself  In  a  position 
to  wind  up  this  matter,  by  allowing  the  book  to  appear  before  the  public  for  use  in 
pablie  worship.  (Applause.)  He  would  say  that  the  committee  had  done  all  that 
they  conld  to  prepare  a  book  which  should  be  acceptable  to  the  Church.  All  the 
ordinaiy  meant  had  been  used,  and  used  in  a  leisurely  way,  and  after  full  deliberation, 
and  if  they  were  now  not  ready  to  go  to  press,  it  must  be  because  yery  strong  objec- 
tions were  felt  to  the  book  on  its  merits.  If  that  was  so,  it  pointed  to  a  new  com- 
anittee  and  £500  thrown  away,  and  it  also  pointed  to  the  risk  of  delay  producing  in 
iheir  congregations  diyisive  courses  in  the  use  of  other  books.  He  begged  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table,  and  to  express  satisfaction  that  the  committee  had  been  enabled 
to  prepare  a  book  which,  no  doubt,  had  its  faults,  but  which  he  belleyed  would  stand 
eompwiaon  with  any  book  in  use  in  this  country,  and  would  be  found  on  the  whole 
to  bo  suitable  for  edification.  (Applause.)  Before  resuming  his  seat,  he  wished  to 
acknowledge  the  debt  of  obligation  under  which  the  Church  lay  in  this  business  to, 
before  all  men,  the  Bey.  James  Bonar,  of  Greenock.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Bonar's 
knowledge  of  the  subject  was  that  of  an  expert,  and  the  pains  and  labour  which  he 
had  bestowed  on  this  subject  throughout  its  whole  course  was  more  than  he  (Dr. 
Brace)  conld  give  them  any  idea  ot  Personally  he  felt  deeply  indebted  to  Mr. 
Bonar,  and  he  was  sure  eyeiy  intelligent  student  of  hymnology  would  acknowledge 
that  he  had  laid  the  Church  under  obligation  for  the  care  with  which  he  had  not 
only  edited  this  draft  Hymnal,  bat  supplied  all  the  indices  and  notes,  which  con- 
tained snch  ralnable  Information,  and  so  much  that  was  fitted  to  guide  the  Church 
in  forming  an  opinion  of  the  real  yalue  of  the  book.    (Loud  applause.) 

Dr.  WILSOK  (clerk)  presumed  that  the  Assembly  would  take  up  the  eighteen 
overtorea  in  connection  with  the  Hymnal.  He  would  read  the  first  of  these,  which 
was  from  the  Synod  of  (Hlloway,  and  was : — "  Whereas,  after  much  care  and  labour, 
n  draft  Hymnal  was  prepared  and  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Presbyteries 
of  the  Church — ^and  whereas  the  Hymnal,  as  put  in  form  in  accordance  with  the 
anggestiotts  of  Presbyteries,  should  now  be  sanctioned,  it  is  therefore  respectfully 
ovennred  that  the  Assembly  giye  immediate  sanction  to  the  use  of  the  said  Hymnal, 
80  that  the  earnest  desires  and  expectations  which  now  exist  in  connection  with  this 
matter  may  not  be  nndnfy  disappointed." 

Hr.  H'BWAN,  Edinbnigh,  asked  the  clerk  to  also  read  the  OTertore  from  the 
Presbytexy  of  Sdinbargh. 
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Dr.  WILSON  iherenpon  read  the  following  : — "  It  is  hambly  orertored  to  the 
General  Aaaembly  by  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Sdinburgh,  that,  considering  the  Tsriety 
of  judgment  as  to  the  draft  Hyma-book,  and  the  circamBtances  in  which  the  Assembly 
will  be  otherwise  placed,  the  adoptioa  of  any  Hymn-book  shoaid  be  delayed  for 
another  year." 

Mr.  IS  DALE,  Glasgow,  moTod — "That  the  General  Assembly  receive  the  report^ 
and  approve  the  diligence  of  the  committee,  and  retam  thanks  to  it,  and  especially 
to  the  conveners.  And  the  Assembly  having  regard  to  the  length  of  time  that  the 
subject  has  been  under  consideration,  the  great  number  of  returns  containing 
the  opinions  of  Presbyteries  on  the  draft  Hymn-book  sent  down  by  last  Assembly, 
the  large  measure  of  approval  exhibited  in  the  returns,  and  the  eareful  revision  of 
the  collection  in  view  of  the  suggestions  made  by  various  Presbyteries ;  considering 
also  the  widespread  desire  manifested  in  many  of  the  overtures  on  its  table  for  the 
speedy  issue  of  the  manual,  do  therefore  sanction  the  collection,  as  revised,  for  use 
in  worship ;  and  they  reappoint  the  committee,  with  Professor  Bruce  and  Dr.  Mao- 
millan  conveners,  with  instructions  to  proceed  with  the  publication  thereof,  under 
the  title  of  '  The  Free  Church  Hymn-book,'  in  convenient  forms,  as  speedily  as 
possible ;  and  also  of  the  same  book,  with  music,  under  the  title  of '  The  Free  Ghoreh 
Hymn-book  with  Tunes ; '  it  being  understood  that  the  book  at  present  in  ose  shall 
go  out  of  print  on  the  appearance  of  the  revised  and  enlarged  collection.'  He  said  he 
thought  they  might  have  expected  in  entering  upon  this  discussion  there  wonld  have 
been  no  question  raised  as  to  the  Church  having  a  Hymn-book.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  question  had  been  practically  decided  by  the  Free  Church  again  and  again 
— (applause) — and  more  especially  it  might  have  been  held  that  that  question  was 
practically  settled  when  the  appointment  of  the  Hymnal  Committee  was  made.  That 
committee  was  a  pretty  large  one,  and  it  was  composed  of  members,  he  took  it  upon 
him  to  say,  in  whose  ability  to  deal  with  the  special  question  that  was  before  them, 
the  Church  had  the  utmost  confidence.  That  committee  was  appointed  four  years 
ago,  and,  under  the  guidance  of  the  able  and  accomplished  conveners,  they  expended 
a  large  amount  of  time,  and  care,  and  consideration  in  the  preparation  of  the  col- 
lection which  had  been  laid  upon  the  table,  and  the  result  of  their  labours  had  been 
the  production  of  a  Hymn-book  which  wonld  bear  a  favourable  comparison  with  any 
that  was  in  use  in  this  country.  (Applause.)  He  asked  to  be  allowed  to  eaU 
attention  to  one  or  two  features  of  this  Hymn-book  which,  he  thought,  ought  ta 
recommend  it  for  use  in  the  Church.  One  was  that  it  was  largely  comprised  of 
hymns  which  had  already  commended  themselves  to  the  Christian  community.  If 
the  members  had  one  of  the  draft  copies  in  their  hands,  and  turned  to  the  indices^ 
they  would  find  there  a  list  of  the  hynmals  for  ascertaining  the  consensus. 

Now,  although  personally  he  was  not  acquainted  with  all  those,  or  even  a  mijo* 
rity  of  them,  yet  be  thought  he  might  safely  say,  that  they  had  only  to  look  at 
that  list  to  be  persuaded  that  these  hymnals  were  the  work  of  parties  who  were  in 
thorough  sympathy  with  evangelical  troth  and  sentiment.  Then,  if  they  wonld  look 
over  the  pages  that  followed,  they  would  have  evidence  before  their  eyes  of  the 
extent  to  which  the  consensus  held.  For  example,  in  the  first  hymn,  *' Abide  with 
me,"  there  was  a  consensus  of  25;  in  the  fourth,  *'A  few  more  years,*'  the  anihor 
of  which  was  not  unknown  in  this  Church,  there  was  a  consensus  of  20,  and  so  on. 
That  was  one  feature  of  it  which  ought  to  recommend  the  book.  Another  was  the 
variety  of  character  that  prevailed  in  the  hymns.  He  did  not  refer  to  the  variety 
of  literary  merit  or  metrical  form,  but  the  variety  of  subject-matter  adapting  this 
Hymn-book  in  a  remarkable  degree  to  the  various  phases  of  Christian  sentiment* 
In  the  service  of  praise  they  sought  to  give  expression  of  these  phases  of  Chris- 
tian sentiment — con^dence  and  trust,  gratitude  and  love,  petitions  for  this  object 
or  the  other  object,  and  so  on.  Now,  he  thought,  he  was  right  in  saying  in  eou- 
nection  with  the  small  collection  that  was  at  present  in  use,  it  had  been  felt  that 
there  was  a  decided  want  in  this  respect.  (Applause.)  So  strongly  had  this  been 
felt  in  various  quarters,  that  in  evangelistic  services,  mission  services,  and  meetings 
for  the  young,  connected  even  with  their  own  congregations,  their  own  Hymn*book 
had  been  set  aside,  and  some  other  used  instead.  (Applause.)  At  the  meeting 
about  the  state  of  religion  which  was  held  on  the  previous  day,  one  of  the  speakers 
remarked  how  desirable  it  was  that  evangelistic  services  should  be  of  an  interesting 
cliaracter,  and  more  especially  in  connection  with  the  service  of  praise.    There  mus^ 
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be  Bonetbing  wrong  if  it  was  a  fact  that  to  any  considerable  degree  tbeir  own  Hymn- 
book  was  not  in  nse,  but  that  other  collections  of  hymns  were  made  ose  of.  Althoogh 
he  wiA  aware  that  the  variety  of  character  in  the  book  was  one  that  it  woold  be  diffi- 
cult to  illustrate  without  a  much  larger  reference  to  the  hymns  themselyes  than  he 
could  now  master,  yet  he  was  satisfied  of  this,  that  the  more  familiar  they  became 
with  its  contents,  the  more  apparent  would  it  be  that  this  was  one  of  the  features 
of  the  book. 

Another  feature  he  would  allude  to  was  the  collection  of  hymns  for  the  young. 
These  numbered  forty-nine.  This  was  a  veiy  interesting  feature.  They  were  well 
aware  of  the  strong  feeling  which  preyailed  over  the  country  as  to  the  serrioes  of 
the  Church  being  made  interesting  to  tlie  young.  (Applause.)  A  very  strong  feeling 
preyailed  upon  that  point.  It  was  finding  expression  in  the  setting  up  of  senrices 
which  were  of  an  irregular  nature,  and  which  were  yiewed  by  many  excellent  persons, 
both  ministers  and  elders,  with  something  like  suspicion  and  dislike.  He  was  not 
going  to  giye  an  opinion  on  that  point,  but  he  had  no  doubt  of  this,  that  the  feeling 
yery  generally  preyailed  amongst  them  that  a  largper  measure  of  recognition  of  the 
young  members  of  their  congregations  than  had  existed  in  times  past  was  loudly 
called  for.  There  was  eyidently  a  rising  movement  in  that  direction,  and  this 
Hymnal,  by  supplying  that  want,  would  render  a  very  yaluable  assistance  to  those 
who  were  endeayouring  to  render  the  seryices  of  the  Church  more  interesting  to 
that  portion  of  the  congregation.  He  trusted  that  the  Assembly  would  have  no 
<lifficnlty  in  giving  immediate  sanction  to  the  use  of  this  Hymu-book.  The  reasons 
for  the  Assembly  doing  that  were  both  strong  and  obyions.  He  would  mention  one 
or  two  of  them.  The  first  to  which  he  would  refer  was  the  strong  expression  of 
opinion  that  was  made  in  the  overtures  which  had  been  sent  np  to  the  Assembly. 
These  overtures  were  eighteen  in  number,  and  the  fact  was  that  of  these  eighteen 
only  two  called  for  the  delay  of  a  single  year.  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
Assembly  to  this  circumstance,  that  the  remaining  sixteen  overtures  not  only  prayed 
for  the  sanction  of  the  Hymn-book,  but  for  its  immediate  sanction.  (Applause.) 
— Having  read  some  passages  from  the  overtures,  he  went  on  to  say  : — The  call  was 
the  same  in  one  and  all  of  them,  and  he  believed  there  was  a  very  strong  feeling 
entertained  on  this  point  as  well  as  an  expectation  that  the  Hymn-book  would  be 
sanctioned  this  year.  (Applause.)  A  second  reason  was  this.  Not  only  did  the 
committee  spend  a  long  time,  and  give  a  great  deal  of  care  to  the  draft  Hymn-book, 
but  that  draft  Hymn-book  having  been  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  Presbyteries 
of  the  Church,  and  the  committee  having  obtained  their  returns  from  these  Presby- 
teries, had  taken  up  the  revision  of  it  in  the  view  of  the  recommendations  and 
opinions  of  the  Presbyteries.  Dr.  Bruce  had  already  referred  to  the  fifty-three 
retnms  that  were  made,  all  of  which  showed  that  the  Presbyteries  had  entered  upon 
the  work  of  criticism  with  a  great  amount  of  interest  and  of  care,  and  the  general 
resnlt  was  that  these  Presbyteries  had  expressed,  as  a  general  rule,  a  cordial  approval 
4>f  the  Hymn-book,  so  that,  in  point  of  fact^  there  was  a  sense  in  which  they  might 
say  that  the  approval  of  a  large  number  of  the  Presbyteries  had  already  been  given 
to  the  book. 

There  was  another  thing  he  wished  to  say.  It  was  very  important  that  if  the 
Assembly  gave  its  sanction  to  the  use  of  this  Hymn-book  there  should  be  no 
<luestion  of  further  revision.  That  was  exceedingly  important,  both  in  the  view  of 
what  Dr.  Bruce  stated  and  of  other  considerations.  No  doubt  it  was  likely  that 
some  members  of  Assembly  might  wish  some  of  the  hymns  introduced  omitted : 
others  might  think  that  it  would  have  been  more  perfect  by  more  being  added. 
But  when  should  they  have  a  book  if  they  waited  until  no  difficulties  could  be  raisedt 
Ha  would  now  notice  proposals  which  it  was  intended  to  make  in  opposition  to  this. 
There  was  one  by  Dr.  Begg,  who  wished  to  have  it  declared  that  the  Church  could 
not  sanction  any  book  of  praise  to  be  used  in  publie  worship  of  the  sanctuary  but  the 
inspired  Psalter.  Considering  the  fact  that  they  already  had  a  Hymn-book  in  use, 
and  considering  the  other  fact  that  the  opinion  of  the  Church  and  of  this  Assembly 
had  been  time  after  Ume  distinctly  and  fully  declared  on  that  point,  the  question 
raised  by  Dr.  Begg  was  one  hardly  necessary  to  have  raised  in  present  circumstances. 
(Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)  It  was  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  Presbyterian 
system  that  when  a  question  had  been  settled  to  the  extent  that  this  had  been 
aettled,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  members  of  the  Church  to  acquiesce  practically  in  thai 
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settlement,  of  ooane  taking  the  necessary  means  to  relieve  their  own  consciences,  and 
that  was  the  coarse  which  he  would  expect  to  be  followed  of  all  men  bj  such  a  good 
Presbyterian  as  Dr.  Begg.     (Hear,  hear,  and  laughter.) 

Then  as  to  a  second  motion  by  Mr.  M'Eiran.  That  declared,  "  that  considering 
the  variety  of  opinion  in  the  Church  respecting  this  collection  of  hymns,  the  issue 
should  be  delayed  for  another  year,  with  a  view  to  the  committee's  giving  the  subject 
full  and  mature  consideration."  He  (Mr.  Isdale)  had  shown  already  that  while  they 
might  speak  of  a  variety  of  opinion  there  was  a  large  measure  of  agreement^  aa 
brought  out  in  the  divisions  in  this  Assembly,  and  in  the  returns  of  Presbyteries. 
The  reason  for  delay  given  by  Mr.  M'Ewan  was  Just  the  kind  of  reason  that  was 
given  very  often  by  a  person  who  had  no  better  reason  to  give.  (Laughter.)  If  it  wore 
a  good  reason  here,  then  it  was  a  reason  that  ought  to  be  applied  to  other  matters. 
For  instance,  with  respect  to  the  discussion  that  took  place  at  the  morning  sitting 
of  the  previous  day.    How  did  it  happen  that  Mr.  M'Ewan  did  not  rise  in  his  place 

and  propose (Interruption.)   Let  me  alone,  said  Mr.  Isdale,  who,  after  the  loud 

laughter  provoked  by  this  demand,  went  on  to  say — How  did  it  happen  that  Mr. 
M'Ewan  did  not  rise  in  his  place  and  propose  that,  seeing  there  was  a  variety  of 
opinion  upon  the  subject  before  them,  there  should  be  delay  for  a  year — (applause 
and  laughter) — with  the  view  to  a  more  full  and  mature  deliberation  1  (Hear,  hear, 
and  applause.)  But,  so  far  from  doing  that,  when  he  (Mr.  Isdale)  looked  to  the  list 
of  voter?,  he  found  Mr.  M'Eiran's  name  among  those  who  voted  against  any  delay 
and  any  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  (Hear,  hear.)  But,  he  asked  again* 
what  was  it  that  they  were  to  consider  still  farther,  seeing  that  this  question  had 
been  pretty  fully  and  pretty  maturely  considered  in  bygone  years,  especially  during 
the  last  four.  One  would  think  this  was  a  new  matter,  instead  of  a  subject  which 
for  the  last  twenty  years  had  been  very  fully  before  the  Church,  and  very  fully  con* 
sidered.  He  was  told  it  was  not  unlikely  something  would  be  said  about  the 
diversity  of  opinion  as  to  particular  hymns.  Now,  the  procedure  of  the  committee 
in  dealing  with  the  returns  showed  a  great  deal  of  sense  and  discretion,  more 
especially  in  giving  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the  Presbyteries.  One  principle 
that  was  at  once  agreed  to  was,  that  where  a  majority  of  Presbyteries  had  reported 
against  any  particular  hymn  that  hymn  should  be  at  once  set  aside.  The  next 
principle  that  was  agreed  to  was  that  where  ten  Presbyteries  had  set  ap  an  adverse 
finding,  the  hymn  against  which  that  was  given  should  be  reconsidered ;  and  then 
again  in  the  reconsideration  of  the  remaining  hymns,  due  attention  was  given  to  the 
suggestions  and  recommendations  of  Presbyteries,  the  very  utmost  attention  waa 
given  to  the  suggestions  that  were  made.  As  a  rule,  the  differences  of  opinion  were 
about  small  minute  matters,  frequently  about  what  there  needed  to  be  no  difference 
whatever.  The  adoption  of  such  a  motion  as  Mr.  M'Ewan's  would  involve  a  large 
measure  of  delay,  it  would  be  a  costly  course,  and  in  all  probability  they  would  find 
at  the  end  that  their  position  was  nowise  better,  he  would  say  nowise  different,  from 
what  it  was  at  present.  He  trusted  the  Assembly  would  give  its  immediate  sanction 
to  this  book,  and  that  the  divine  blessing  would  rest  upon  it.  They  did  not  wish  to 
set  aside  the  Psalms  of  David.  (Applause.)  He  did  not  think  they  were  being  set 
aside  in  the  congregations  of  the  Free  Church,  but  they  held  that  to  have  such  a 
Hymn-book  along  with  the  Psalter  would  be  for  the  edification  of  the  members  of  the 
Church.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  DAVID  MACLAOAK  (elder)  seconded  the  motion.  He  regretted  that  the 
general  question  of  the  use  of  hymns,  which  was  practically  settled  some  years  ago, 
was  now  revived.  It  was  customary  for  those  who  are  unfriendly  to  the  nae  of 
hymns  in  public  worship  to  speak  as  if  the  demand  for  them,  and  the  value 
attached  to  them,  were  entirely  on  the  part  of  our  younger  ministers  and  members. 
It  was  forgotten  how  men  like  Principal  Cunningham  and  Dr.  James  Hamiltoa 
found  special  comfort  and  enjoyment  in  hymns  in  their  last  hours,  and  how  Prin- 
cipal Candlish,  in  tones  which  none  who  heard  will  ever  foiget,  delighted  to  give 
ont  "  Rock  of  Ages"  by  Toplady  from  his  pulpit. 

No  doubt  there  are  hymns  in  this  collection  which  many  of  us  may  not  quite 
like.  But  he  was  confident  that  hymns  which  might  appear  to  some  unsatisfactory 
were  by  no  means  unsatisfactory  or  unhelpful  to  others.  With  such  a  collection 
before  them,  he  eonld  not  be  a  party  to  exclude  it  from  their  congregations,  nor 
would  he  be  a  party  to  delay. 
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Br.  BEGG  moTed— "That  this  Church  cannot  sanction  any  book  of  praise,  to 
he  used  in  the  public  worship  of  the  eanctnary,  but  the  inspired  Psalter/'  He  aaid 
he  did  not  deny  that  religious  poetiy  had  an  important  place  in  the  edification  of 
the  Chnrch,  and  therefore  Mr.  Maclagan's  reference  to  Dr.  Cunningham  and  others 
in  similar  circumstances  was  inapplicable  to  the  argument.  His  contention 
was,  that  in  regard  to  the  public  ser rices  the  inspired  songs  of  God  should  be  used 
to  the  exclusion  of  human  hymns.  That  was  his  contention.  (Applause.)  In  re- 
ference to  what  Mr.  Isdale  said,  he  held  he  was  a  decided  Presbyterian,  all  the  more 
because  he  contended  for  the  exelasion  of  these  hymns.  If  he  could  proYC  that  in 
Eceordanee  with  the  history  and  constitution  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  such  hymns 
were  unlawful  in  the  public  worship  of  the  sanctuary,  then,  he  said,  he  was  all  the 
more  a  good  Presbyterian  because  he  stood  up  for  what  he  believed  to  be  the  con- 
stitution of  the  Church.  Therefore,  he  was  not  moved  in  the  least  by  what  had 
been  said  by  Mr.  Isdale.  The  first  question  to  be  considered  was  the  question  of 
principle^  and  it  had  never  yet  been  submitted  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
Church.  What  was  the  meaning  of  these  sentences  that  were  included  in  this  book 
— ^sentences  set  to  music  1  Was  that  not  a  new  thing  in  the  history  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  1  He  would  like  to  know  what  was  to  be  the  use  of  these  sentences  t 
They  knew  that  in  the  Romish  Mass  the  worship  was  begun  by  such  senteoces,  as 
waa  also  the  case  in  the  Prelatic  Church,  but  never  had  they  been  used  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church ;  and  were  they  to  be  introduced  nowl  He  held  that  to  be  a  very 
important  and  objectionable  feature  that  would  be  adopted  if  Mr.  Isdale's  motion 
were  carried.  Mr.  Isdale's  motion  asked  that  the  Assembly  should  sanction  the  col- 
lection as  revised.  They  had  not  the  collection  as  revised  before  them.  They  did 
not  know  what  it  might  be^  They  did  not  know  how  many  hymns  were  approved 
of;  and  they  did  not  know  how  many  passages  in  the  hymns  indicating  Popish 
ideas  were  continued  or  not  They  were  called  upon  blindly  to  commit  themselves 
in  a  matter  of  this  importance  to  their  committee,  and  were  asked  to  take  what  the 
committee  proposed  to  give.  But  these  were  all  preliminary  matters,  although  of 
much  importance.  The  matter  to  which  he  called  the  atteution  of  the  Assembly 
was  this,  that  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  human  hymns 
were  not  to  be  introduced  into  the  public  worship  of  the  sanctuary. 

They  would  find  the  principles  of  the  Presbyterito  Church,  to  which  they  were 
to  conform,  in  the  twenty-first  chapter  of  the  Confession  of  Faith.  It  was  said 
there — ''But  the  acceptable  way  of  worshipping  the  true  God  was  instituted  by 
Himself,  and  so  limited  by  His  own  revealed  will,  that  He  may  not  be  worshipped 
according  to  the  imaginations  and  devices  of  men  under  any  visible  representation, 
or  any  other  way  not  prescribed  in  the  Holy  Scripture."  In  that  respect  they 
differed  entirely  from  the  Romish  and  Prelatical  Church.  In  the  Prelatical  Church 
it  was  said  that  the  Church  has  power  to  devise  ordinances,  but  not  to  adopt  any- 
thing that  was  condemned  by  the  written  Word,  while  the  Romish  Church  virtually 
held  that  the  Church  could  decree  any  worship  it  pleased.  The  Presbyterian  Church 
held,  and  they  were  all  bound  to  hold,  by  their  own  subscriptions,  that  unless  they 
could  show  the  Divine  warranty  they  were  not  entitled  to  introduce  anything  into 
the  worship  of  God.  What  was  said  in  this  same  chapter  as  to  worship  in  the 
matter  of  praise  1  It  was  said  that  the  singing  of  psalms  with  grace  in  the  heart 
was  a  matter  of  praise  prescribed  in  the  Divine  Word.  That  was  what  the  Con* 
fesslon  said,  and  what  they  all  said  when  they  subscribed  that  Confession.  But 
multitudes  had  not  considered  that  this  matter  of  human  hymns  had  not  a  Divine 
prescription,  whilst  in  every  case  in  which  a  hymn  i^as  sung  a  psalm  was  super- 
seded, the  tendency  being  to  shut  out  the  Psalms  of  God  altogether.  Some  people 
quibbled  on  certain  passages  in  the  New  Testament — (applause) — but  these  pas- 
sages, in  regard  to  psalms  and  hymns,  and  spiritual  songs  or  songs  of  the  Spirit, 
properly  understood — (laughter) — had  only  reference  to  the  different  psalms.  There- 
fore, he  said,  the  singing  of  psalms  with  grace  in  the  heart  had  reference  in  this 
chapter  in  the  Confession  to  the  Psalms  of  David,  and  that  they  were  all  bound 
to  maintain  that  the  inspired  Psalter  ought  to  form  the  medium  of  their  praise. 
In  regard  to  the  history  of  this  matter,  a  good  deal  had  been  done  in  the  way  of 
attempting  to  show  that  in  the  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  human  hymns 
had  been  sanctioned  in  previous  days,  but  he  maintained  there  was  no  reference 
vhaterer  in  these   references  which  had  been  made  to  the  "Book  of  Common 
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Order"  by  Eaox.  They  bad  tbe  remarkable  fact  that  In  that  book  tHere  was 
nothing  bat  the  inapired  psalter  during  the  life  of  Knox.  There  was  only  one  copy 
of  that  book  of  1564  in  existence,  and  that  copy  was  in  the  library  of  Oxford. 
Well,  his  friend,  Mr.  Balfour,  wrote  to  the  librarian  of  Oxford,  and  received  an 
answer,  to  the  effect  that  there  were  no  hymns  whateyer  in  this  book,  as  it  existed 
at  that  time.  It  was  demonstrated  that  until  the  death  of  Knox  no  such  hymns 
were  introduced  into  the  psalter  or  the  worship  of  the  Church. 

No  doubt  a  few  hymns  had  been  admitted  afterwards — they  did  not  know  exactly 
how — but  they  never  received  the  sanction  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly.  In  like 
manner  a  few  had  been  admitted  in  recent  years  in  connection  with  the  Estab- 
lished Church,  when  they  were  connected  with  it,  but  at  that  time  there  was  no 
ecclesiastical  sanction  to  anything  but  the  psalter  as  a  medium  of  praise.  When 
they  came  down  to  the  second  Reformation  the  state  of  matters  was  similar,  because 
the  General  Assembly,  having  arrauged  with  regard  to  the  Book  of  Psalms,  no  doubt 
asked  Mr.  Zachary  Boyd  to  prepare  some  scriptural  translations  or  songs,  and  those 
scriptural  songs  were  prepared,  but  they  never  were  sanctioned  by  the  General 
Assembly ;  and,  as  I  have  said  already,  although  during  the  days  of  Moderatism 
they  knew  hymns  and  paraphrases  were  introduced,  they  never  were  sanctioned  by 
the  General  Assembly.  Although  they  had  amongst  themselves  adopted  certain 
hymns — (applause) — a  regular  sanction  had  never  been  given,  and  he  questioned 
if  even  the  motion  of  Mr.  Isdale  were  adopted  that  day  the  hymns  would  be  regularly 
sanctioned,  because  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  down  this  new  book,  and  let  Pres- 
byteries pronounce  judgment  upon  it  aa  altered  and  amended  in  connection  with 
the  returns  made  by  the  Presbyteries.  It  was  only  then  that  it  would  receive  the 
due  and  proper  sanction  of  their  Church,  although  even  then  Buch  sanction  wonld 
be  in  opposition  to  the  Confession  of  Faith.  Now,  he  would  regret  exceedingly  if 
their  Church  were  to  formally  commit  herself  any  more  than  she  was  committed  on 
the  present  occasion,  but  he  made  these  statements  to  show  that,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  Reformation,  no  such  things  as  uninspired  hymns  were  ever  properly  sane- 
tioned  by  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Reference  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Isdale  to  the 
great  desire  that  existed  in  certain  quarters  to  have  those  hymns.  He  read  the 
other  day  in  the  newspapers  what  appeared  to  him  an  extreme  view  on  this  subject 
— a  statement  made  by  one  of  their  ministers  that  to  get  this  book  was  a  matter  of 
life  or  death  to  the  Church.  His  statement  was  that  he  was  surrounded  by  men 
having  hymns  and  using  organs,  and  saying  that  if  he  did  not  get  this  Hymn-book 
he  would  not  be  able  to  compete  with  these  men.  He  had  no  sympathy  whatever 
with  that  view,  because  if  they  could  not  maintain  their  ground  by  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  he  had  no  sympathy  with  the  opinion  that  they  could  do  so  by  hymns. 
He  did  not  know  that  the  Presbyterian  Church,  when  it  introduced  hynms,  wonld 
not  go  away  further  than  that.  In  faet»  the  order  of  march  seemed  to  be — ^first  the 
hymns,  then  the  organs,  then  the  liturgies,  with  the  sentences  to  begin  with — 
(laughter) — and,  last  of  all,  the  prelates.  (Laughter.)  That  was  the  order  of  the 
backsliding  march  which  some  called  progress.  (Renewed  laughter.)  He  did  not 
know  about  the  English  Presbyterian  Church.  They  saw  they  had  different  stages 
of  evolution  and  development. 

Mr.  Maclagan  had  referred  to  that  Church.  Well,  they  began  with  the  hymns, 
then  went  on  to  the  organs ;  and  he  got  letters  complaining  loudly  of  the  imposition 
of  these  organs  on  decent  Christian  people  coming  up  from  Scotland.  In  Bir- 
mingham Presbytery  now  men  strongly  argued  for  the  liturgy.  In  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  they  began  with  the  hymns,  went  on  to  the  organs,  and  at  the 
last  meeting  they  were  discussing  the  liturgies.  Now,  it  seemed  to  him  that  was  a 
most  natural  result  Dr.  Begg  then  proceeded  to  say  that  they  could  have  no  pre- 
tence of  hardship  if  they  took  into  consideration  the  views  of  different  people, 
especially  young  people.  He  had  had  no  confidence  in  young  people  since  the 
days  of  Rehoboam.  (Laughter.)  If  they  were  to  allow  these  hymns,  he  did  not 
know  how  tar  they  were  to  go.  As  to  the  ultimate  issue,  he  knew  there  were  men  in 
Scotland  who  were  ready  to  become  prelates.  He  would  not  say  in  their  own  Chnrch , 
but  he  saw  men  in  Scotland  who  were  just  as  ready  to  become  prelates  as  Archbishop 
Shairp  was.  (Laughter.)  And,  in  short,  it  seemed  to  him  they  ought  to  pause  at  the 
commencement  of  these  vacillating  proceedings.  He  had  very  little  heart  for  going 
into  details.    He  did  not  care  much  about  details,  although  he  believed  from  what 
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be  had  seen — and  ha  had  travelled  over  a  greater  part  of  the  world  than  most  people 
— that  wherever  the  hymns  were  introduced  the  Psalms  of  David  to  a  large  extent 
had  been  excluded.  Then,  on  the  other  hand,  he  believed  there  was  no  more  dan- 
gerous way  of  introducing  insidious  error  into  the  Church  than  by  the  use  of  such 
hymnSb  There  was  one  of  these  hymns  that  some  objected  strongly  to  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Presbytery,  one  line  of  which  read,  '*  Angels,  help  us  to  adore  Him,"  and 
they  had  one  of  their  brethren  defending  that  lioe,  and  defending  it  on  the  idea 
that  the  Scripture  referred  to  angels,  and  called  upon  angels  to  adore  and  worship 
Ood.  But  it  is  a  different  thing  for  angels  to  worship  Ck>d  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility— (loud  laughter) — than  it  is  for  angels  to  help  us  to  do  so.  He  believed  the 
number  of  hymns  had  been  fixed  at  300,  but  in  England  the  Independents  had  1000 
hymns,  and  even  with  this  large  number  they  were  not  satisfied.  In  conclusion,  he 
pointed  out,  that  if  all  the  Churches  in  the  world  would  ag^e  to  the  use  of  the  divine 
Psalter  alone,  this  would  form  a  grand  bond  of  union. 

Dr.  KENNEDY,  Dingwall,  rose  to  second  the  motion.  He  said  he  did  so, 
eertainly  not  in  the  hope  of  this  motion  being  carried,  but  simply  with  the  view  of 
clearing  his  own  conscience,  and  preserving  eonsistency  in  relation  to  this  matter. 
He  could  not  see  how  a  Hymnal  could  be  introduced  without  its  first  being  found 
that  the  inspired  Psalter  was  not  intended  as  a  vehicle  of  praise  for  the  New  Testa- 
ment Church.  If  they  added  to  the  Psalter,  they  did  so  on  the  ground  of  its  being 
ansttitable  and  incomplete.  If  unsuitable  and  incomplete,  it  could  not  possibly 
have  been  intended  as  a  yehlde  of  praise  for  the  Church  of  the  New  Testament, 
and  should  therefore  be  displaced  and  not  supplemented,  for  divine  and  human 
productions  must  not  be  ranked  together.  But  if  it  was  suitable  and  sufficient  for 
the  Old  Testament  Church,  surely  it  was  so  for  the  New  Testament  Church,  with  all 
the  light  of  the  completed  revelation  shining  on  all  its  parts.  He  bad  never  yet 
found  himself  in  any  state  of  feeling  to  which  he  earnestly  desired  to  give  expression 
before  Gh>d  without  finding  something  in  the  Psalms  by  which  he  could  fully  express 
it.  If  he  failed  at  any  time,  or  in  any  case,  to  find  in  the  Psalms  something  that 
suited  his  state  of  feeling,  it  was  only  because  his  state  of  feeling  was  one  to  which 
expression  ought  not  to  be  given.  That  was  the  position  with  reference  to  this 
matter  which  he  held. 

Mr.  JOHN  M'fiWAN,  Edinburgh,  said  he  occupied  a  somewhat  different 
position  from  that  of  his  friend  Dr.  Begg.  He  recognised  the  inevitable  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  whether  the  hymns  were  to  be  used  in  the  Church.  But  all  the 
more  sinee  this  was  a  question  practically  settled,  all  the  more  should  the  Church 
be  anxious  that  In  hymns  which  were  to  be  introduced  all  due  care  should  be  taken 
that  these  hymns  should  be  fitted  to  meet  the  desire  and  principles  of  their  Chris- 
tian people.  He  complained  that  the  suggestions  by  the  Edinburgh  Presbytery, 
which  had  considered  the  whole  matter  with  great  care,  with  reference  to  the 
removal  of  sixty  hymns,  had  not  been  given  effect  to  ;  and  proceeding,  he  said  this 
Assembly  had  not  been  in  the  position  to  fully  consider  the  report  of  the  eommittee. 
Strong  aa  he  was  in  health — (laughter) — he  felt  that,  after  the  strained  anxiety  of 
the  past  few  days,  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  enter  intelligently  into  consideration 
of  that  Hymnal.  Why  this  baste  1  he  asked.  It  was  said  that  some  congregations 
were  anxious  for  the  Hymnal.  They  should  have  patience,  and  another  year  would 
not  be  very  long  to  wait.  They  had  heard  about  money.  They  were  told  that  £600 
would  be  lost,  but  such  a  consideration  should  not  be  taken  into  account  in  a 
question  like  this,  which  would  have  very  grave  effects  on  the  religious  character 
and  views  of  the  Church.  Many  of  the  hymns  in  this  book  were  new  in  their 
theological  aspect  to  the  doctrines  held  by  this  Church.  For  example,  they  had 
always  been  in  the  habit  as  a  Church  of  putting  very  prominently  forward  the  great 
doctrine  of  Christ  as  Mediator ;  all  acts  of  worship,  all  approaches  to  God  being 
through  Him.  In  all  hymns  where  they  worshipped  Ood  they  ought  never  to 
have  the  element  awanting  of  the  one  way  through  which  they  must  come  to  the 
Father.  If  they  looked  carefully  at  that  book  they  would  find  they  had  a  new 
system  and  conception  of  the  way  In  which  they  were  to  approach  God  by  prayer 
and  praise.  Regarding  that  hymn  beginning  "  Angels,  help  us  to  adore  Him,"  he 
said  they  ahould  protect  their  people  from  asking  angels  to  help  them,  when  they 
had  the  promised  help  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  the  author  of  all  true  prayer.  Then 
there  was  the  hymn  of  Dr.  Newman — 
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"  Lead,  kindly  lights  amid  th«  encircling  gloom, 
Lead  Tboa  me  on." 

Was  there  anything  there  to  point  to  the  Lord  Jeaua  Chriat  t  (Hear,  hear.)  If  that 
was  in  it;  if  that  conld  be  shown  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  word  'Might,"  the 
Edinbnrgh  Presbytery  would  not  have  objected  to  the  hymn.  Bat,  he  aaked,  where 
did  this  light  lead  the  author?  It  led  him  from  Protestantism  to  the  Church  of 
Home.  (Laughter,  applause,  and  a  hiss.)  If  this  Assembly  denied  the  fact  that  the 
author  of  this  hymn  was  once  a  minister  of  the  Protestant  Church,  and  that  he  wa» 
now  a  minister  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church — if  that  was  denied,  bat  this  was  not 
and  eould  not  be  denied — then  he  said  they  had  there  the  kindly  light  which  led  hmu 
(Laughter.)  He  had  no  desire  to  be  led  by  any  light,  kindly  or  otherwise— 
(laughter) — in  that  direction.  He  moved  that  the  Assembly  delay  further  consi- 
deration of  the  Hymnal  for  another  year. 

Mr.  XIDSTON,  of  Femiegair,  in  seconding  Mr.  M'Ewan's  motion,  spoke  as 
follows : — We  hare  here  a  report  of  26  pages  on  the  proposed  new  Hymnal  It  ia 
clearly  impossible  for  the  present  Assembly,  in  the  limited  time  at  its  disposal,  to 
deal  adequately  with  such  a  report*  The  questions  of  doctrine  that  would  be  raised 
by  some  of  the  proposed  hymns  are  grave  and  important;  while  the  partlcnlar 
words  or  phrases  to  which  exception  might  be  taken  are  very  nnmerous. 

But,  Moderator,  allow  me  to  point  out,  in  the  fint  place,  that  by  the  Ist  of 
February  1881,  the  last  date  fixed  for  receiving  returns  from  Presbyteries,  anch 
returns  had  been  received  from  only  85  out  of  the  73  Presbyteries  of  our  Church. 
That  is  to  say,  it  was  by  an  absolute  minority  of  the  Presbyteries  that  the  retama 
were  sent  in.  The  1st  of  February  waa  appointed  as  the  last  day  by  the  Qeneral 
Assembly ;  and  the  conclusion  is  clear,  that  the  draft  Hymnal  has  failed  to  seem 
the  approval  of  a  majority  of  Presbyteries.  This  is  in  itself  a  strong  reason  for 
delay. 

It  is  true  that  the  committee  without  any  authority  from  the  Assembly,  and 
indeed  In  direct  opposition  to  its  instructions,  continued  to  receive  returns  from 
Presbyteries  for  six  weeks  longer,  that  is,  up  till  the  10th  of  March.  But  this  waa 
clearly  unwarranted,  and  after  all,  such  was  the  indifference  of  the  Church  regarding 
the  Hymnal,  that  the  committee  got  only  ten  more  returns  by  waiting.  Even  on 
the  10th  of  March  all  the  returns  received  amounted  only  to  46  oat  of  78. 

In  the  first  page  of  this  report  it  is  stated,  that — 

"  As  might  have  been  expected,  great  diversity  of  opinion  haa  been  manlfeated 
in  regard  to  individual  hymns.  Not  more  than  one-third  of  the  hymns  in  the  draft 
have  been  approved  by  all  Presbyteries,  much  the  larger  number  of  those  approved 
of  being  hymns  contained  in  the  collection  at  present  in  use.** 

It  does  not,  therefore,  appear  that  there  has  been  any  special  call  for  a  book 
containing  nearly  four  hundred  hymns,  besides  prose  chants  and  Scripture  sentences. 
How  is  it  possible.  Moderator,  that  this  Assembly  should  declare  itself  responsible 
for  the  doctrine  contained  in  such  a  multitude  of  new  hymns  1  At  least  260  of 
these  hymns  have  been  disapproved  by  a  greater  or  smaller  number  of  Presby  teries, 
and  the  list  given  in  pages  11-24  of  the  report  affords  ample  evidence  of  the  wide 
difference  of  opinion  that  prevails.  This  Assembly  cannot  give  the  time  needed  for 
the  due  consideration  of  such  a  mass  of  material. 

Again,  from  page  8  to  page  10,  very  namerons  alterations  on  the  text  of  tha 
hymns  have  been  proposed  by  a  sub-committee,  and  are  now  laid  before  the  Assembly 
for  approval ;  it  being  at  the  aame  time  stated  in  the  report  that  the  exhibition  in. 
detail  of  the  suggestions  for  the  emendation  of  the  text  would  be  "  a  Hercaleaa 
task."    If  Herculean  for  the  committee,  how  much  more  ao  for  the  Assembly  1. 

In  the  very  first  hymn  there  occurs  the  line — 

'*  Hold  then  Thy  cross  before  my  closing  eyes," 

Which  is  objected  to  as  referring  to  the  material  cross  and  Popish  ritnaliam*  The 
committee  propose  to  amend  the  line  thus : — 

"  Keep  Thou  Thy  cross  before  my  closing  eyes," 

Which  does  not  remove  the  objection. 
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Hymns  Nob.  4  and  187  are  particalarlj  ungaiiBfaetorj,  beeaoie  thej  speak  of 
our  Lord's  safferings  as  present  instead  of  being  past.  These  hymns  have  not  been 
deleted  or  amended.  They  are  used  by  nltra-Anglieans  and  Ritualists  during  wliat 
they  call  the  celebration  of  the  three  hours'  agony  on  Oood  Friday  in  Passion-week. 
Only  under  such  circumstances  have  they  any  sense  or  meaning.  But  such  circum* 
stances  are  happily  unknown  in  Scotland,  and  we  hate,  therefore,  no  need  for  hymna 
suited  to  them.    In  Hymn  228,  we  find  such  a  line  as — 

"  Angels,  help  us  to  adore  Him," 

Which  seems  to  countenance  the  inyocation  of  angels.  The  expression  in  the  148t1i 
Psalm,  of  which  this  is  supposed  to  be  a  paraphrase,  is  *'  Praise  ye  Him,  all  Hia 
angels." 

There  are  many  hymns  of  the  character  of  Ko.  275,  which  possess  poetic  merits 
but  are  not  suited  for  public  praise.  The  poetic  merit  of  a  hymn  is  not  a  sufficient 
reason  for  its  insertion  if  it  is  not  adapted  to  express  the  devotional  feelings  of  a 
congregation.  ^ 

We  are,  besides,  unable  to  Judge  properly  of  the  Hymnal  without  seeing  the  mnsie 
— both  melody  and  harmony — to  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  sung.  The  music  should 
be  carefully  revised,  that  the  Church  may  be  satisfied  that  it  is  adapted  to  the  re- 
quirements of  our  congregations. 

In  these  circumstances,  I  think  that  the  Assembly  has  no  choice  but  to  delay 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  this  Hymnal  for  another  year.  I  think  also,  that  in  any 
final  deliverance,  the  Assembly  should  state,  that  they  only  permit  the  Hymnal  to 
be  used  in  a  congregation  when  found  by  the  kirk-session  to  be,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
for  edification.  Bat  I  suppose  in  conformity  with  previous  deliverances  that  this,  is 
understood.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  BINNIE,  Qlasgow  (elder),  as  one  of  the  conservative  members  of  the  Hymnal 
Committee,  said  that  the  book,  as  now  presented,  was  one  which  he  thought  the 
Assembly  should  be  asked  to  adopt.  He  was  not  aware  that  it  would  be  quite 
orthodox  to  plead  the  word  **  inspired  "  even  to  the  Psalter  which  they  used.  Either 
they  were  using  what  was  not  inspired,  or  they  were  giving  that  character  to  a  doca- 
ment,  and  putting  It  into  the  name  of  the  inspired  Psalter,  which  document  was  not 
written  for  many  hundred  years  after  the  death  of  those  who  composed  the  Psalms. 
He  hoped  that  without  farther  delay  the  General  Assembly  would  end  this  matter. 
Personally,  he  was  not  done  with  the  Psalms  yet,  and  he  hoped  they  would  be  con- 
tinued as  the  principal  medium  of  praise  for  many  years,  but  he  felt  as  one  who 
objected  a  good  deal  in  the  committee  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  those  who  had 
charge  in  this  matter  not  to  bear  testimony  to  the  very  great  care  and  very  great 
consideration  which  they  had  all  along  taken. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCBEIFF,  as  the  mover  of  the  overiure  from  the  Edinburgh 
Presbytery,  thought  it  right  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  motion  submitted  by  Mr. 
M'Ewan.  He  had  been  afraid  that  with  a  great  number  of  hymns  there  would  be  a 
tendency  to  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the  praise  in  their  churches  by  means  of  hymns 
to  the  neglect  of  the  Psalms.  He  was  quite  friendly  to  the  singing  of  good  hymns, 
and  he  himself  iiad  at  least  one  in  each  diet  of  worship,  but  he  could  not  consent  to 
any  arrangement  or  tendency  which  would  lead  their  congregations  to  praise  by 
means  of  hymns  to  the  exclusion  of  the  Psalms.  He  felt,  however,  that  if  a  largo 
number  of  hymns  were  provided,  it  would  be  well  that  some  instructions  should  be 
given  from  the  Assembly  as  to  what  proportion  they  should  allow  themselves  in  the 
use  of  hymns.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  thought  that  the  metre  psalms  themselves  were 
not  inspired  in  Uieir  present  shape ;  and  so,  he  believed,  that  if  a  hymn  was  scrip* 
tural  they  should  sing  it.  He  thought,  however,  that  if  they  delayed  the  matter, 
further  instructions  should  be  given  to  the  committee.  He  did  not  know  whether 
be  would  be  able  to  vote  at  all ;  but  as  he  felt  there  was  such  a  large  majority  of 
Presbyteries  who  wished  the  book,  he  would  not  like  to  put  any  unreasonable 
obstmction  in  the  way. 

Provost  CAMPBELL  pointed  out  that  the  principle  had  been  decided  already  by 
the  issue  of  the  book  containing  120  hymns,  and^  therefore,  it  was  too  late  to  consider 
Dr.  Begg's  motion.  Statements  were  made  that  the  New  Testament  Church  should 
be  expected  to  use  the  old  Psalter,  and  that  only.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was,  that 
in  the  New  Testament  they  had  hymns.    There  was  the  hymn  of  Mary,  and  the 
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hymn  of  the  hearenly  host.  If  they  ooold  not  get  their  guidance  in  prayer,  sorely 
they  might  foliow  their  example  in  praise.  It  would,  he  thoaght,  be  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  the  Church  to  have  suitable  hymns,  but  he  was  sorry  the  committee  had  not 
seen  their  way  to  have  bound  np  the  Hymn-book  and  the  Psalter  together,  as  if 
separated  the  Psalter  was  apt  to  be  neglected.  (Hear,  hear.)  Congregations  in  the 
country  were  using  hymn-books  which  had  not  been  sanctioned  by  the  Chorch,  for 
in  one  place  of  worship  which  he  had  attended  he  found  they  had  introduced  the 
Hymnal  of  the  English  Presbyterian  Church.  To  prevent  such  diyisiTO  courses,  the 
Hymnal  should  be  sanctioned  as  the  principle  was  already  admitted,  but  he  would 
support  the  addition  of  a  few  members  to  the  committee  to  make  a  final  rerise  of 
the  hymns  objected  to  before  the  book  was  issued.  (Hear,  hear,  and  No,  no.)  Ho 
would,  however,  give  the  committee  full  powers  to  issue  the  Hymnal.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  J.  H.  WILSON,  Edinburgh,  said  he  had  no  responsibility  for  the  overture 
from  the  Edinburgh  Presbytery,  for  if  he  had  been  present  at  their  meeting  he  wonld 
have  opposed  it  He  considered  they  ought  to  carry  out  the  instructions  that  were 
given  by  last  Assembly  to  the  committee,  to  the  efifect  that  the  committee  shonld 
bring  up  to  this  Ajsembly  a  final  report,  with  the  view  of  its  being  adopted. 

Mr.  M'EWAN  desired  to  add  to  his  motion — "  Instruct  the  committee  to  issna 
the  Hymnal  anew  to  the  Presbyteries,  with  the  changes  which  they  recommend  for 
adoption  to  the  Church,  and  receive  any  suggestions  which  might  be  made." 

Professor  BRUCE  said  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  desired  to  know  what  they  had 
done  as  to  the  paraphrases.  At  first  it  was  proposed  to  have  no  paraphrases  in 
the  book  at  all,  but  there  was  a  strong  desire  cherished  by  many,  though  he  was 
not  one  of  them,  that  there  should  be  a  small  and  select  number  of  paraphrases 
introduced,  on  the  ground  that  these  were  to  be  found  in  all  hymn-books,  and 
people  outside  our  Church  would  not  underatand  why  they  were  omitted  from  ours. 
To  meet  this  view  thirteen  paraphrases  had  been  introduced  into  the  draft  Hymn- 
book  sent  down  to  Presbyteries.  The  final  result  was  that  twenty-one  paraphrases 
had  been  introduced. 

Mr.  SMALL,  of  Bervie,  moved — '*  That  it  be  remitted  to  the  Hymnal  Com- 
mittee to  take  into  further  consideration  the  objections  made  to  some  of  the  hymns 
on  doctrinal  grounds,  and  to  bring  a  supplementary  report  to  the  August  meeting 
of  Commission,  which  should  be  empowered  to  sanction  the  publication  of  the 
proposed  collection  as  thus  amended." 

This  motion,  however,  was  not  seconded. 

The  motions  were  then  put  to  the  house.  Dr.  Bcgg's  motion  was  put  against 
that  of  Mr.  M'Ewan,  with  the  result  that  the  doctor's  was  carried  by  a  minority. 
On  a  final  division,  the  following  was  the  resalt : — 

Mr.  Isdale's ..        •••••         .•• 
Dr.Begg*s 

Majority 198 

**  Wherefore,  the  General  Assembly  receive  the  report,  and  approve  the  diligenee 
«f  the  eommittee,  and  return  thanks  to  it,  and  especially  to  the  conveners.  And  the 
Assembly  having  regard  to  the  length  of  time  that  the  subject  has  been  nnder 
consideration,  the  great  number  of  returns  containing  the  opinions  of  Presbyteries 
on  the  draft  Hymn-book  sent  down  by  last  Assembly,  the  large  measure  of  approval 
exhibited  in  the  returns,  and  the  careful  revision  of  the  collection,  in  view  of  the 
suggestions  made  by  various  Presbyteries ;  considering  also  the  wide-spread  desire 
manifested  in  many  of  the  overtures  on  its  table  for  the  speedy  issue  of  the  Mannal 
—do  therefore  sanction  the  collection,  as  revised,  for  use  in  worahip;  and  they 
reappoint  the  committee,  with  Professor  Bruce  and  Br.  MacMillan  eonvenera,  with 
instructions  to  proceed  with  the  publication  thereof,  in  convenient  forma,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  and  also  of  the  same  book,  with  mu^e ;  it  being  undentood  that  the 
book  at  present  in  use  shall  go  out  of  print  on  the  appearance  of  the  revised  and 
enlarged  collection." 

Against  this  judgment,  the  undenigned,  in  their  own  names,  and  in  the  names 
of  all  who  adhere,  dissent  from  the  resolution  now  adopted,  for  the  following 
amongst  other  reasons : — 

"  1.  Beoanse  the  principle  involved  in  the  adoption  of  a  book  of  hunsn  hymns^ 
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/or  tho  worship  of  the  aanetuarjr,  has  nerer  beon  Babmiited  to  the  eonalderation  of 
the  Preibyteries  of  the  Church. 

"  2.  BecaoM  the  reBolotion  now  adopted  is  ineonBleteiit  with  the  doctrine  of  the 
Confeuion  of  Faith,  cap.  21 — viz.,  that '  The  acceptable  way  of  worshipping  the  tme 
God  is  institated  by  Himself,'  that  we  are  not  to  worship  in  any  way  '  not  prescribed 
in  the  Holy  Scripture,'  and  that  our  praise  in  the  sanctuary  is  to  consist  of  'singing 
of  psalms  with  grace  in  the  heart.' 

"  8.  That  experience  proves  that,  where  these  principles  of  worship  are  set  aside, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  innovations  of  worship  that  may  be  introduced.** 

James  Begg,  minister;  John  Kennedy;  George  Mackay,  minister;  Alex. 
Mackay,  minister;  Ken.  Macdonald;  Bwan  Gordon,  minister;  Alexander  M'Coll, 
minister;  D.  M.  Kacalister,  minister;  Murdoch  H'Gaskell,  minister;  W.  Winter, 
minister;  Bodk.  M'Leod,  elder ;  Alexander  Sutherland,  minister ;  Donald  H'Master, 
elder;  John  Shaw,  elder;  John  Bobertson,  elder;  Andrew  Cameron,  elder;  A.  W. 
Scott,  elder;  David  Munro,  elder;  Henry  Doig,  elder. 

"  We,  the  undersigned  members,  dissent  from  the  decision  of  the  Assembly, 
because  of  verses  2  and  8  of  Hymn  29,  which  the  Presbytery  of  Lockerby  objected 
to,  as  teaching  the  doctrine  of  eonsubstantiation ;  which  objection  is  not  recorded 
in  the  committee's  report,  and  the  house  refused  to  allow  discussion. 

**  Kenneth  MooDT-STnABT." 

"  I  object  solely  on  the  ground  that  the  29th  Hymn,  which  was  objected  to  by 
my  own  Presbytery,  as  well  as  other  twelve  or  thirteen,  is  retained  in  the  collection. 

"John  Thomson." 

The  undersigned  dissent  from  the  judgment  now  oome  to  for  the  following 
among  other  reasons  : — 

"  1.  Because  the  Assembly  hss  sanctioned  the  use  of  a  book  of  praise  which,  in 
its  revised  form,  wss  not  before  them. 

"  2.  Because  the  Assembly  was  not  in  circumstances  to  give  that  mature  consl- 
deration  to  the  subject  which  its  vast  importance  demands. 

"  John  M'Ewan  ;  Dayib  Maodonald  ;  William  KnMTOir.'' 

**  I  beg  to  protest  against  the  judgment  now  come  to,  inasmuch  as  the  proposed 
draft  Hymnal  contains  the  last  verse  of  Hymn  228,  which  the  undersigned  regard 
as  doctiinally  unsound.  John  M'Ewan,  Minister." 

'*  I  beg  to  dissent  from  the  finding  of  the  house  anent  the  Hymnal,  because  of 
the  omission  of  four  words,  '  Yea,  saith  the  Spirit^'  in  the  verse  in  the  Bevelation, 
chap.  xiv.  18,  quoted  at  the  end  of  the  Hymnal.  John  Robertson." 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  to  answer  the  reasons  of  dissent — viz., 
Professor  Bruce,  Mr.  Archd.  Henderson,  Mr.  A.  Melville,  Mr.  John  Isdale,  Mr. 
David  Maolagan,  Mr.  Walter  Duncan ; — ^Mr.  Isdale,  convener. 

the  education  sohemb. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  MACKENZIE,  in  submitting  the  report  of  the  Education  Com* 
mittee  (Appendix  U.),  regretted  that  Dr.  Main,  the  convener  of  the  committee,  was  pre- 
vented from  being  present  on  account  of  illness,  and  that  morning  a  somewhat  unfavour- 
able report  had  been  received  as  to  his  coudition.  Mr.  Mackeozie,  after  referring  to  the 
successful  interview  which  the  deputation  from  the  committee  had  had  with  Lord 
Spencer  and  Mr.  Muudella,  in  reference  to  the  admission  of  students  into  the  Normal 
schools,  said  they  felt  the  proposed  action  of  the  late  Government  to  be  a  hardship, 
that  while  they  were  proposing  to  reduce  the  admission  into.Normal  schools,  there 
were  certain  avenues  for  allowiog  candidates  of  inferior  qualifications  to  become 
teachers  by  obtaining  certificates  from  the  Educational  Department  It  was  pleasing 
to  find  the  students  of  their  colleges,  notwithstanding  the  disadvantages  they  laboured 
under,  were  able  to  keep  their  own  place  and  even  more  in  the  universities.  Be- 
fening  to  the  matter  of  funds,  he  considered  it  was  becoming  a  serious  matter  how 
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the  work  was  to  be  carried  on  with  the  scanty  eontribations  they  recelred  from  the 
congregations  of  the  Church.  The  Assembly  would  require  to  bear  in  mind  tliat 
they  had  a  large  number  of  aged  and  infirm  teachers — folly  50 — on  their  hands, 
many  of  whom  were  from  75  to  85  years  of  age,  and  that  they  were  under  the  obli- 
gallon  of  looking  after  the  wants  of  those  teachers,  not  a  few  of  whom  were  pre- 
Disruption  teachers.  (Applause.)  At  present  they  required  over  £1000  to  meet 
the  claims  made  on  them  by  these  teachers  alone,  besides  funds  to  meet  other 
expenditure. 

The  Rey.  GEORGE  PHILIP,  Free  St  John's,  Edinburgh,  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  report.  It  was,  he  said,  one  of  great  interest.  Like  many  other  reports, 
until  it  was  read  it  did  not  seem  peculiarly  attractive,  but,  when  read,  it  would  be 
found  to  contain  much  yalnable  information  amply  repaying  the  trouble  of  perusal. 

The  report  furnishes  an  answer  to  a  yery  natural  question :  **  Now  that  schools 
have  been  transferred  to  the  National  Boards,  what  necessity  is  there  for  the 
Education  Scheme  and  committee  1 "  All  the  schools  have  not  been  transferred, 
and  those  which  have  not  demand  oyersight  on  the  part  of  the  committee.  Three 
especially  have  not  been  transferred,  oar  Normal  schools ;  the  parents  and  nurses 
of  a  large  amount  of  the  best  teachers  in  the  land;  the  concentrated  essence  of 
«  great  part  of  the  most  yaloable  teaching  in  the  country.  These  schools  require 
and  recelye  at  the  hands  of  the  committee  the  most  constant  and  careful  superin- 
tendence. 

In  addition  to  this,  public  questions  of  the  most  important  kind,  bearing  on 
education,  are  continually  coming  up  and  necessitating  action  on  the  part  of  the 
committee. 

Besides,  though  so  many  of  our  schools  have  been  transferred,  all  the  teachers 
of  these  schools  have  not  been  found  transferable.  Old  age  and  infirmity  haye  laid 
some  fifty  of  them  aside,  after  long  years  of  patient  toil  in  their  arduous  yocatiuu. 
TThey  deserye  and  receiye  thoughtful  consideration  from  the  Church. 

The  report  answers  another  question  which  it  is  well  to  answer :  "  Seeing  that 
the  schools  haye  been  transferred,  and  a  National  School-rate  is  imposed,  what  need 
is  there  for  an  education  fund ! "  Such  a  fund,  to  a  certain  extent,  is  still  essential. 
It  is  not  applied  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  schools  which  haye  been  trans- 
ferred. These  are  upheld  by  the  school-rate.  Nor  is  it  applied  for  the  porpose  of 
aiding  those  schools,  which  haye  not  been  transferred.  They  are  self-supporting.  It 
is  required,  in  order  so  far  to  aid  in  carrying  on  our  noble  institutions,  the  Normal 
Achools,  especially  in  the  way  of  enabling  some  of  the  most  distinguished  students 
to  attend  classes  at  the  Uniyersity.  But,  by  far  the  largest  part  of  the  fund,  about 
£1000,  is  deyoted  to  the  beneficent,  indispensible  purpose,  of  giving  small  annual 
grants,  £20  on  an  average,  to  each  of  the  fifty  retired  teachers  already  referred  to. 
When  we  say  that  one-half  of  these  are  above  seventy-five  years  of  age,  that  eight 
of  them  are  eighty  years  old  and  upwards,  we  make  an  irresistible  appeal  on  their 
behalf.  They  are  placed  in  very  peculiar  circumstances.  They  make  no  appeal  for 
themselves ;  the  small  grant  of  your  committee  is  not  only  a  large  addition  to  their 
income,  but  is  a  large  portion  of  it ;  and  that  small  grant  cannot  Call  to  be  welcomed 
by  them  as  an  annual  expression  of  gratitude  on  the  Church's  part  for  servioea 
heartily  rendered,  in  former  days,  in  the  cause  of  Christian  education. 

Mr.  FERGUSON,  of  Kinmundy,  in  seconding  the  motion,  drew  speci|il  attention 
to  the  fact  that  in  their  Normal  schools  they  provided  a  very  high  class  of  religious 
teachers  for  the  Board  schools. 

Principal  RAINT  hoped  the  attention  of  the  Church  would  be  drawn  to  the  old 
teachers,  who  had  a  strong  claim  upon  their  sympathy. 

Dr.  WILSON  proposed  that  the  Assembly  should  add  to  its  deliverance  an 
expression  of  their  profound  sympathy  with  Dr.  Main  in  his  very  serious  illness,  and 
of  their  earnest  hope  that  he  would  soon  be  restored  to  health. 

The  deliverance,  unanimously  adopted,  was  as  follows : — 

The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  eommlttee, 
especially  to  the  convener.  The  Assembly  record  their  satisfaction  with  the  high 
state  of  efficiency  in  which  their  Normal  schools  at  present  are  found,  and  the  success 
which  has  attended  their  educational  operations  during  the  past  year. 

The  Assembly  rejoice  to  leam  that  the  efforts  of  the  deputation,  sent  by  the 
l^mmittee  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  the  Scotch  Education  Department  aboul 
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the  redaction  of  admissioiiB  to  the  Normal  echoola,  were  ftacceisfal,  and  that  the 
admiBBions  for  the  year  were  to  be  the  same  in  nambera  as  for  the  last. 

The  Assembly  record  their  hearty  sympathy  with  the  aged  and  infirm  teach  era, 
and  are  thankful  that  the  committee  have  been  able  to  grant  them  during  the  past 
year  the  allowances  to  which  their  long  and  faithfal  services  so  well  entitle  them. 
The  Assembly  gladly  learn  that  so  many  of  the  students  attending  their  Kormal 
schools  at  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  are  enjoying  the  benefits  of  a  UniTcrsity  training, 
and  that  not  a  few  of  them  hare  obtained  a  high  place  in  their  University  classes. 

The  Assembly  urgently  commend  this  scheme  to  the  liberality  of  the  Church,  so 
that  funds  may  be  supplied  for  meeting  the  claims  of  the  different  objects  stated  in 
the  report — more  especially  the  grants  to  aged  and  infirm  teachers,  and  the  removal 
of  the  debt  of  £2000  which  has  been  necessarily  incurred  in  connection  with  the 
renewing  and  repairing  of  the  buildings  of  the  practising  department  of  the  Edin- 
boigh  Normal  School. 

The  Assembly  instruct  the  committee  to  watch  over  the  interests  of  education 
generally,  and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  that  end  as  circumstances  may  require. 
They  also  instruct  the  committee  to  direct  their  special  attention  to  the  maintenance 
of  religions  instruction  as  heretofore. 

The  Assembly  express  Uieir  profound  sympathy  with  Dr.  Main  in  his  scTcre  ill- 
neia,  and  the  earnest  hope  that  he  may  soon  be  restored  to  health. 

TRAVSFXEENOE  OF  BCHOOIA. 

The  following  report  by  the  Commission  on  the  Transference  and  Sale  of  Schools 
submitted  by  Dr.  Wilson,  convener,  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  reappointed  : — 
The  Commission  was  reappointed  by  last  Qeneral  Assembly,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  year  they  have  had  five  cases  under  consideration.  The  Commission  issued 
sehedalea  to  the  deacons'  courts  of  all  congregations  which  held  school  property  at 
the  date  of  passing  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  School  Properties'  Act,  1878, 
requesting  information  in  regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  prices  of  the  properties 
authorised  to  be  sold,  and  the  application  of  the  rents  where  authority  has  been 
given  to  let  the  property,  and  a  considerable  number  of  returns  have  been  received. 
The  Commission  expect  to  hare  full  returns  before  next  Assembly,  and  they  will 
then  be  able  to  report  on  the  subject.  Although  the  Commission  have,  siuce  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  granted  authority  to  the  deacons'  courts  of  eight  congregations 
to  sell  their  properties  on  condition  of  their  paying  4  per  cent  to  the  Assembly 
Arrangements  Committee  to  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  School  Properties'  Act, 
that  eommittee  have  only  received  such  a  percentage  from  two  deacons'  courts. 

WIDOWS*  AND  OBPHANS'  PUND. 

Mr.  ROBERT  GORDON,  Edinburgh,  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Assem 
bly  the  report  of  the  Trustees  on  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  (Appendix  XX21X.) 
In  regard  to  the  proposal  to  admit  foreign  missioxiaries,  Mr.  Gordon  explained  that 
the  trustees  could  secure  no  data  in  regard  to  this  suggestion.  In  many  of  the 
leading  insurance  companies  in  Scotland  the  rates  charged  on  the  lives  of  people  in 
foreign  countries  varied  enormously,  so  much  as  from  86  to  79  per  cent,  extra  on 
the  ordinary  rates. 

The  Assembly  received  the  report,  and  recorded  their  thanks  to  the  trustees,  and 
especially  to  the  convener. 

As  regards  the  portion  of  the  report  bearing  on  the  admission  of  foreign  mis« 
rionaries  and  ministers  to  the  fund,  the  General  Assembly,  understanding  that  the 
Widows'  Fund  trustees  are  open  to  consider  any  fresh  proposal  from  the  Foreign 
Missions  Committee,  think  it  not  needful  to  make  any  remit  on  the  subject  at 
this  time. 

THX  MACKINTOSH  SOREXB. 

Hr.  DAYID  MACLAGAN,  Edinburgh  (elder),  reported,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Donald  Beith,  convener  of  the  committee  on  the  Mackintosh  scheme,  that  the  com* 
mittee  had,  with  the  advice  and  help  of  Mr  Charles  Guthrie,  advocate,  prepared  an 
Act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  scheme  for  which  they  were  indebted  to  the 
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liberalitj  of  Mr.  Maekintosb,  of  Danoon,  and  it  was  remitted  to  the  Law  Committee 
to  report  to  the  Angaat  or  Noyember  CommiBsion,  with  powers. 
The  Assembly  adjoamedy  to  meet  in  the  eTening  at  seren  o'clock. 


EVENING  BBDBRUNT. 

The  Assemblj  resumed  in  the  evening  at  soTon  o'clock — Dr.  Langhton,  Mode- 
rator. 

BXPOBT  07  TBI  FOBEION  XISSIOHS  .OOMVITTEX. 

Dr.  GEORGE  SMITH,  Secretary  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  garo  in  the 
report  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  in  the  absence  of  the  conyener.  Dr.  Main. 
He  said  that  the  sore  sickness  of  the  yenerable  conrener,  from  which  they  prayed 
that  God  might  graciously  restore  him,  had  made  it  his  duty  to  submit  to  the  bonse 
the  fifty-first  report  of  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Church.  Even  if  he  had  heart  to 
reyiew  fully  the  remarkable  progress  of  the  past  year,  he  would  abstain.  It  was  the 
missionaries  whom  they  all  desired  to  see  and  to  hear.  Of  the  twelre  great  Missions 
conducted  by  the  Church,  four  had  representatiyes  who  would  address  them  that 
night.  He  would  confine  himself  to  their  financial  position,  and  to  the  mere  state- 
ment of  questions  regarding  a  few  of  the  Missions  which  must  be  thus  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly.  Mr.  Patterson  would  tell  them  of  Madras,  Mr.  Inglis  of  the 
New  Hebrides,  and  of  the  work  of  the  Bey.  P.  Milne,  a  Free  Churchman  whom  the 
Presbyterians  of  Otago  and  Southland  sent  forth  ten  years  ago,  and  who  had  addressed 
their  missionary  gathering  on  Wednesday  morning.  Mr.  Narayan  Sheshadrl,  the 
Maraiha  Brahmin,  was  the  best  represeutatiye  they  could  haye  of  Western  India ; 
and  Mr.  Cooper  would  tell  them  of  Central  India. 

As  to  the  financial  position  of  the  Missions,  in  October  1843  the  whole  anm  of 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Church  for  Foreign  Missions  was  £827.  In  the  thirty, 
eight  years  that  had  elapsed  since  the  Disruption  that  £827,  representing  in  184S 
all  the  money  and  property  at  the  credit  of  the  Free  Church  Missions,  had  grown 
steadily  year  after  year,  until  now  the  committee  was  enabled,  by  the  bleaaing  of 
God,  to  report  to  this  General  Assembly  the  receipt  and  the  administration  of  the 
largest  sum  eyer  yet  committed  to  the  Lord's  treasury  for  this  great  work.  Daring 
the  past  year  it  had  been  their  duty  here  and  abroad  to  receiye  and  administer  some- 
thing like  £65,000,  being  £8800  aboye  last  year,  which,  again,  was  £7240  abore  the 
income  of  1879.  Of  the  £66,000  this  past  year  the  natiyes  and  their  85  congre- 
gations gaye  £9100,  Europeans  abroad  gaye  £8100,  and  £8800  was  receiyed  from 
Goyemment  grants  fo^  education — being  in  all  £22,000,  or  fully  one- third  of  the 
entire  income.  The  sum  of  about  £20,000  was  deriyed  from  the  Ladies'  Society  for 
Female  Education,  from  donations  and  legacies,  and  from  capital  funds.  Then 
£23,000  had  been  deriyed  from  the  direct  giyings  of  congregations  at  home.  The 
amount  subscribed  by  associations  showed  an  increase  of  £319,  and  he  had  to  press 
npon  the  Church  in  the  strongest  possible  manner  the  importance  of  endeayonring  to 
keep  up  and  increase  the  amount  subscribed  throughout  the  Church  by  means  of  asso- 
ciations.   (Applause.) 

Dr.  Smith  went  on  to  refer  to  the  position  and  progress  of  the  India  Missions  in 
Lower  Bengal,  the  Santhal  Uplands,  Bombay  and  Poosa,  and  Madras.  In  noticing 
the  Madras  Mission,  Dr.  Smith  alluded  in  feeling  terms  to  the  death  of  the  Right  Hon. 
W.  P.  Adam,  remarking  that  he  was  an  old  Indian  as  well  as  a  Scotchman,  and  that  he 
(Dr.  Smith)  knew  him  many  years  ago,  when  he  was  in  Bombay  the  zealous,  upright 
priyate  secretary  of  his  coi:^in,  the  late  Lord  Elphinstone,  at  which  time  he  oame  in 
contact  with  Dr.  Wilson,  and  proyed  to  be  one  of  the  warmest  friends  of  the  Free 
Church  Mission.  When  the  late  Mr.  Adam  went  out  as  Goycmor  of  Madras  ihey 
fully  expected  that  he  would  still  prove  a  friend  to  the  Missions.  A  deputation  of 
the  committee  waited  on  Mr.  Adam  on  his  appointment ;  and  the  result  of  that  depu- 
tation was  that  their  mlBSionaries  receiyed  cordial  sympathy  from  the  new  goyemor. 
He  had  hardly  landed  in  Madras,  when,  at  the  request  of  the  Bey.  P.  Rajahgopaul,  the 
well-known  and  zealous  natiye  missionary,  his  Excellency  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Bagged  School ;  aud  he  had  agreed  to  preside  at  the  annual  examination  of  the  College^ 


FBIDAT,  MAT  27|  1881. — ^DB.  GEORGE  SMITH.  225 

tmt  wu  unable  to  do  so  on  account  of  that  indUposition  which  finally  carried  him  ofT. 
He  had  the  pleasure  of  intimating  to  the  Assemblj  that,  in  response  to  a  commoni- 
cation  from  their  Foreign  Missions  Committee^  a  despatch  had  gone  out  from  Lord 
fiartington  to  Mr.  Adam,  giving  him  authority  to  receire  the  reasonable  requisitions 
of  the  Free  Church  missionaries  regarding  the  educational  grants,  and  using  such 
language  as  this,  which — ^whoerer  the  successor  of  Mr.  ^dam  may  be — will  no  doubt 
secure  full  attention  to  the  claims  of  their  Christian  Institutions.  Lord  Hartington 
in  that  despatch  says — "  I  shall  be  glad  to  learn  that,  under  the  operation  of  the 
new  rules,  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  memorialists  have  not  been  dis- 
appointed ; "  and  then  he  goes  on  to  order  such  changes  in  the  fees  of  the  Goyernment 
collies  as  will  enable  our  colleges  to  raise  their  fees  and  place  their  institutions  on 
an  improred  financial  footiog.     (Applause.) 

Dr.  Smith  proceeded  to  make  a  short  reference  to  Africa,  giving  an  account  of 
the  progress  of  the  teaching  and  preaching  sides  of  the  mission  at  Lovedale,  Blyth- 
wood,  Cunningham,  and  Natal.  These  two  sides  of  the  work  had  not  coalesced 
quite  so  well  as  could  be  desired ;  and  the  committee  proposed  that  a  deputation 
should  be  sent  out  to  inspect  and  stimulate  the  mission,  and  come  home  with  such 
a  report  as  would  gladden  their  hearts,  increase  their  missionary  zeal,  and  settle 
those  small  questions  as  to  the  relations  between  the  two  sides  of  the  mission  which 
required  to  be  settled.  As  they  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  an  elder,  the  committee 
recommended  that  the  deputation  should  consist  of  the  Bey.  Andrew  Melyille  and 
the  Ber.  B.  M.  Thornton,  who,  he  hoped,  would  go  out  with  the  authority  of  the 
General  Assembly.  (Applause.)  Such  a  deputation  would  combine  a  fine  missionary 
enthusiasm  with  business  capacity.  Beferring  next  to  Liyingstonia,  Dr.  Smith  noticed 
the  appeal  which  had  been  made  for  £15,000  to  continue  and  extend  that  mission 
for  the  next  fiye  years,  of  which  sum  d£l2,000  had  been  subscribed  in  two  months. 
(Applause.)  Mr.  James  White,  of  Oyertoun,  the  present  eonyener,  had  ofiered  him 
£1000  on  condition  that  other  £8000  were  given  similarly.  In  a  few  days  Mr.  W.  F. 
Barbour  and  Mr.  G.  Martin  sent  him  £1000  each,  and  the  ladies,  headed  by  Dr. 
Liyingstone's  daughter,  undertook  to  raise  another  £1000.  The  committee  had 
direeted  the  removal  of  the  Llvingstonia  port  from  the  present  station  at  Cape 
Maclear  to  Bandawe,  the  erection  of  a  small  sanitarium  thirty  miles  above,  where 
they  had  been  long  invited  to  settle  as  Christian  teachers,  and  where  they  could 
carry  on  the  complete  exploration  of  the  Livingstone  mountains  and  whole  eastern 
shore  of  Lake  Nyassa,  lest  a  better  post  and  healthier  station  should  be  available. 
They  had  also  resolved  to  open  a  mission  among  the  Choongoos,  at  the  head  of  the 
lake,  and  they  had  appointed  Dr.  Bobert  Hannington  to  be  second  ordained  medical 
misaionaiy.  Hardly  had  they  raised  the  money  required  for  the  mission  when  Mr.  J. 
Stevenson,  the  first  convener  of  the  Llvingstonia  Sub-Committee,  gladdened  their 
heartB  by  offering  them  the  munificent  gift  of  £4000  if  they  would  open  a  missionary 
road  to  connect  tiie  stations  of  the  Free  Church  and  the  London  Missionary  Society 
on  the  two  lakes  by  a  ten  feet  road  running  for  220  miles  between  them,  along  which 
misaion  stations  might  be  opened  to  be  centres  of  spiritual  life  which  would  radiate 
out  among  the  tribes  around.  (Applause.)  They  had  no  difficulty  with  the  London 
Mioaionaiy  Society,  and  it  had  been  arranged  that  the  Free  Church  Committee  should 
accept  £1000  of  the  £4000  for  the  construction  of  the  African  Lakes  Junction  Bead, 
through  the  Choongoo  Mission,  of  which  Mallwanda's  would  be  the  centre,  some  fifty 
miles  along  the  proposed  road  from  the  Nyassa  Lake.  The  London  Missionary 
Society  had  resolved  to  establish  a  station  at  Zomb$,  twenty  miles  south-east  of 
Tanganyika  on  the  line  of  road,  and  were  now  preparing  a  steamer  similar  to  the 
"Ilala"  for  that  lake.  For  the  construction  of  the  road  from  Maliwanda's  to 
Tanganyika  £2000  of  the  whole  sum  had  been  set  apart  under  an  *'  African  Lakes 
Junction  Boad  Account"  The  fourth  £1000  had  been  made  over  to  the  Livingstonia 
Central  Africa  Company,  reorganised  for  the  maintenance  of  the  road.  Thus  Mr. 
Stevenson's  gift  completed  his  scheme  for  opening  up  Africa  to  its  centre  to  Chris- 
tianity and  commerce  by  the  natural  waterway  which  Providence  had  entrusted  to 
them.  The  whole  movement  proved  that  the  early  liberality  and  fresh  enthusiasm 
of  Disruption  times  had  not  passed  away.     (Applause.) 

The  work  would,  it  was  estimated,  occupy  at  least  two  years.  The  engineer,  with 
a  valuable  grant  of  scientific  instruments  from  the  Boyal  Geographical  Society,  and 
a  party  of  artisan  evangelists,  left  London  by  the  Suez  Canal  steamer  of  13th  May, 
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in  time  for  the  working  season.  Thos  another  blow  had  been  strack  at  slareiy;  bni 
the  committee  had  been  informed,  in  common  with  all  the  missionary  societies,  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government,  that  they  would  no  longer  permit  the  foreign  missionary 
societies  to  receiye  fugitive  slaves.  That  would  seem  at  first  sight  to  defeat  the 
very  object  which  Dr.  Livingstone  had  in  view  in  inviting  the  Free  Chnrch  to  estab- 
lish its  mission  on  Lake  Nyassa.  Dr.  Laws  had  informed  them  that  he  would  mean- 
time give  the  right  of  sanctuary  in  his  mission  house  to  such  slaves  aa  might  flee  in 
order  to  escape  the  poison  ordeal,  or  death.  The  Livingstonla  Sub-Committee  hftd 
communicated  with  the  Foreign  Office  on  this  subject,  requesting  that  the  missionary 
societies  might  receive  the  views  of  the  Government  as  to  giving  refuge  to  slaves 
who  might  flee  to  them  to  escape  the  poison  ordeal.  Since  the  report  was  issued  be 
had  received  the  following  communication  from  Lord  Granville,  which  he  would  read 
to  the  Assembly,  although  he  would  not,  of  course,  say  what  action  the  committee 
might  take  in  regard  to  it.  The  letter  said — "  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  Barl  Granyille 
to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  8th  ultimo,  in  which  yon  ask  for  the 
opinion  of  his  lordship  in  regard  to  the  right  of  missionaries  to  afibrd  an  asylum  at 
their  mission  stations  to  fugitive  slaves.  In  reply,  I  am  to  point  out  to  yon  that  the 
only  rights  which  missionaries  or  persons  similarly  situated  ean  claim  are  those 
which  are  conceded  to  them  by  the  chief  in  whose  country  they  settle.  Considering 
the  strong  feeling  of  resentment  which  a  direct  interference  in  disputes  between 
slaves  and  their  masters  is  certain  to  excite,  Her  Mjijesty's  Government  can  only 
advise  the  exercise  of  great  caution,  tact,  and  patience,  in  order  to  gain  in  time  the 
noble  objects  which  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  have  in  view."    (Loud  applause.) 

The  Rev.  GEORGE  PATTERSON,  one  of  the  professors  in  the  United  Christian 
College,  Madras,  first  addressed  the  Assembly,  giving  some  interesting  particulan 
regaining  the  Free  Church  Institution  and  Madras  Christian  College.  The  school 
department,  he  said,  now  contained  850  pupils,  and  the  college  288  students,  com- 
pared  with  283  in  the  latter  institution  in  1880  and  233  in  1879. 

Rev.  JOHN  INGLIS,  late  of  the  New  Hebrides  Mission,  stated  that  there  were 
now  five  great  missions  among  the  thousand  islands  of  the  South  Seas.  These 
missions,  which  were  the  London  Missionaiy  Society,  the  Wesleyan  Society,  the 
Church  Society,  the  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  their  own  Presby- 
terian missions,  employed  about  100  students  and  fire  well-equipped  Teasels.  In 
regard  to  the  success  of  the  missions,  the  South  Sea  missionaries  were  quite  prepared 
to  submit  to  the  test  of  results.  Through  these  missions  some  800  of  the  thonsand 
islands  had  been  won  over  to  Christ,  had  abandoned  heathenism,  and  professed 
Christianity.  Over  these  800  islands,  where  seventy  years  ago  it  was  at  the  risk  of 
a  man's  life  if  he  landed,  and  certain  death  if  he  was  shipwrecked,  life  and  property 
were  as  secure  this  day  as  in  any  part  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  The  whole  number 
of  Protestant  missionaries  at  the  present  time  was  said  to  be  about  2200,  and  the 
whole  number  of  converts  about  2,000,000.  Now,  the  number  of  oonverta  on  the 
South  Sea  Islands  was  about  800,000,  being  about  one-third  of  a  million  and  one- 
seventh  of  the  converts  to  Christianity  throughout  the  world.  Their  missionaries 
were  one-twentieth  and  their  converts  were  one-seventh ;  or,  in  other  words,  the 
South  Sea  Mission  converts,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  missionaries,  were  three 
times  more  than  the  average  for  missions  throughout  the  world.  Again,  it  was  said 
the  Scriptures  were  translated  into  three  hundred  languages,  but  there  were  only 
fifty-eight  complete  translations  of  the  Bible  printed,  of  which  possibly  about  forty 
had  been  prepared  by  Protestant  missionaries  dnring  the  present  centoiy.  Of  this 
forty,  eight  had  been  prepared  by  missionaries  in  the  South  Seas--one-twentieth  of 
the  missionaries  had  prepared  one-fifth  of  these  translations.  In  the  New  Hebrides 
there  were  twenty  languages  spoken,  and  they  would  require  twenty  Bibles  before 
the  natives  would  be  enabled  to  read  the  Word  in  their  own  tongue,  but  they  had  at 
present  six  translations  going  on.  Mr.  Inglis  also  stated  that  in  the  New  Hebrides 
there  were  from  70,000  to  100,000  heathen,  and  that  the  Presbyterian  mission  had 
twelve  or  fourteen  mission  stations,  4000  people  receiving  religious  instruction,  800 
eh  arch  members,  an  excellent  staff  of  teachers,  and  a  fnlly-equipped  vessel.  They 
also  possessed  £3000  of  an  insurance  fund,  and  they  started  their  labours  this  year 
with  a  working  balance  of  £1200.     (Applause.) 

After  the  singing  of  the  psalm. 

The  Rev.  NARAYAN  SHE3HADRI  was  next  introdaoed  to  the  Asaembly.    He 
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vas  greeted  with  lend  applanie.  He  said  he  had  nerer  expected  again  to  yieit  thia 
country,  for  his  age  was  fifty-seyen — ^a  lengthened  one  for  hia  countrymen.  After 
remarking  that  it  waa  now  eight  years  ago  since  he  first  yisited  Scotland,  Mr. 
Sheshadri  proceeded  to  giye  some  of  his  recollections  regarding  the  missionaries  of 
the  Church  whom  he  had  met  in  Bombay,  and  who  had  been  the  means  of  his  con- 
version from  pantheism  and  superstition.  Talking  of  the  Bible  in  India,  Mr. 
Sheshadri  said,  with  all  deference  to  the  excellent  ministers  of  Free  St.  George*s  or 
the  Barclay,  they  preached  the  gospel  in  some  respects  better  than  either  Dr.  Whyte 
or  Mr.  Wilson.  (Applause,  and  laughter.)  All  a  minister  could  do  in  this  country 
was  to  preach  a  sermon,  it  might  be  an  eloquent  and  excellent  sermon,  for  an  hour, 
but  he  could  not  preach  sncb  sermons  Sunday  after  Sunday.  If  either  did,  why  in 
a  short  time  they  would  find  that  the  church  would  be  soon  quite  emptied.  (Laugh- 
ter.)  The  congregation  would  not  hear  a  sermon  which  took  up  a  whole  hour, 
except  on  a  special  occasion ;  but  in  India  they  spent  an  hour  every  day  in  preaching 
the  gospel.  (Applause.)  They  read  the  Word  of  God  in  such  a  way  that  they  saw 
that  their  acholare  were  interested  in  what|they  taught  If  they  should  see  any  of 
their  aeholars  not  paying  attention,  they  told  him  to  stand  up,  but  he  wondered  what 
the  congregation  of  St.  George's  or  the  Barclay  would  think  if  Dr.  Whyte  or  Mr. 
Wilson  were  to  say, "  Mr.  So-an-so,  stand  op ;  you  are  not  paying  attention."  (Loud 
laughter.)  In  concluding,  Mr.  Sheshadri  said  he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when 
«ach  congregation  in  the  Free  Church,  Established,  and  other  churches  in  Scotland, 
■besides  congregations  in  Ireland,  England,  America,  and  Canada,  would  send  out  a 
missionary,  male  or  female,  to  work  in  India. 

The  Bey.  J.  G.  COOPER,  in  speaking  of  their  efforts  in  Nagpore  and  the  sur- 
rounding district,  said  he  wished  to  impress  upon  the  Assembly  that  whilst  they 
were  engaged  In  eyangelistio-scholastio  operations,  at  the  same  time  they  sought  to 
cany  on  what  waa  termed  purely  evangelistic  efforts,  because  they  sought,  when  God 
had  blessed  their  labours  and  given  them  young  converts,  to  send  them  forth  aa 
labonrers,  preaching  the  gospel  to  their  countrymen,  and  that  had  been  done  for 
many  years,  and  was  now  being  carried  on.  They  had  raised  up  a  considerable 
number  of  native  agents,  and  more  would  be  employed  if  they  had  means  to  support 
them.  Since  the  mission  had  been  established  Government  had  established  schools 
throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  province,  but,  as  they  were  aware,  in  these 
acboola  the  Bible  was  not  taught,  and  hence  they  found  greater  numbers  into  whose 
hands  the  translated  Bibles  could  be  put  Their  work  had  been  most  encouraging. 
Mr.  Cooper  told  of  many  instances  of  native  conversions,  and  mentioned  that  in  one 
village,  eighteen  miles  from  Nagpore,  thirteen  families  at  one  time  found  Christ,  and 
there  they  had  now  a  little  Christian  eommnnity  of  800.  One  thing  that  hindered 
their  progress  was  the  nngodly  Uvea  of  their  own  countrymen.  There  were  many 
noble  exceptions,  aa  they  had  labourers  in  the  field  connected  with  the  civil  service 
and  the  army,  but  the  great  minority  of  their  countrymen  were  not  what  they  would 
wish  them  to  be — they  were  not  sympathising  with  their  work  among  the  heathen, 
and  therefore  they  felt  the  inconsistency  with  their  own  countrymen,  among  whom, 
howeyer,  they  were  also  labouring,  and  not  without  success.  They  had,  no  doubt, 
diseonragements  and  difficulties,  but  they  had  far  more  encouragements,  and  one  of 
the  greatest  was  to  know  that  the  Lord  Jesus  would  triumph.     (Applause.) 

The  Bey.  T.  T.  MATTHEWS,  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  Madagascar, 
gave  the  aecoant  of  the  work  in  the  island  previously  addressed  to  the  United  Pres- 
bvterian  Synod,  and  said  that  the  Free  Church  ought  to  feel  a  special  interest  in 
3fadaga8ear,  as  it  was  represented  there  by  two  native  missionaries,  supported  by 
the  Barclay  Church. 

The  MODERATOR  stated  that  they  all  regretted  very  much  the  absence  of  the 
convener,  Dr.  Main,  and  still  more  the  occasion  of  his  absence,  and  proposed  that 
before  departing  from  this  matter  prayer  should  be  offered  on  behalf  of  their  brother 
In  hia  very  serious  illness. 

Mr.  Laird,  Cupar,  having  engaged  in  prayer, 

Mr.  WILSOK,  Barclay  Church,  Edinburgh,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report. 
He  said  that  they  were  entering  upon  the  second  half-century  of  the  history  of  their 
foreign  missions,  and  he  thought  they  were  bound  at  this  point  to  take  a  great  step 
in  advance.  There  were  many  considerations  that  should  have  weight  with  them  in 
iliis  direction.     For  one  thing  every  part  of  the  world  was  accessible,  there  were 
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open  doors  everywhere ;  they  had  the  millions  of  Asia  lying  open  to  them,  there 
had  been  a  way  opened  up  to  the  heart  of  Africa,  and  they  had  the  daughters  of 
India  open  to  Christian  work  in  a  way  they  had  never  been  before.  The  success  of 
the  Zenana  missions  was  a  fact  that  should  stimulate  and  stir  them  np  as  few  things 
had  ever  done,  in  the  history  of  the  foreign  missions  of  the  Church. 

Perhaps  they  had  made  some  mistake  in  having  their  missionary  appeals  so 
largely  appeals  for  money.  What  was  perhaps  wanted  more  than  money  was  in. 
terest.  They  needed  a  missionary  interest  awakened  in  the  various  congregations 
and  families  of  the  Church,  and  appeals  for  money  was  not  always  the  best  way  to 
awaken  or  increase  interest  in  missions. 

He  believed  one  of  the  chief  things  requisite  was  information.  There  was  a 
great  lack  of  that  at  present,  and  if  the  people  did  not  know,  they  could  not  have 
an  interest.  Why  should  they  not  have  such  knowledge  1  Why  should  they  not 
have  a  missionary  literature  in  the  hands  of  their  people,  and  especially  in  the 
hands  of  their  children,  in  their  Sabbath-school  libraries,  and  in  their  various  fami- 
lies and  homes  t  Why  should  they  not  have  missionary  biographies,  the  lives  of 
such  men  as  Drs.  Jndson,  and  Bichard  Knill,  and  Drs.  James  Henderson,  and  Wil- 
son, and  Dofif,  and  Livingstone,  one  of  the  great  means  of  increasing  missionary 
interest  in  the  past,  turned  now  largely  to  account )  Why  should  they  not  have  the 
records  of  the  mission  work  of  other  societies,  and  of  their  churches,  more  in  their 
people's  hands.  This  literature  should  be  scattered  broadcast  over  the  country,  so 
as  to  have  the  interest  of  the  young  generation  excited  as  the  older  never  had  been. 

And  might  they  not,  in  a  matter  so  near  to  the  heart  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  enlist 
to  a  far  greater  extent  the  prayers  of  their  people  1  He  believed,  if  they  had  the 
Highlands  and  Lowlands  combining  in  real,  earnest,  importunate  prayer  for  a  bless- 
ing upon  all  the  missions  of  their  Church,  Jewish  and  foreign,  that  they  might 
look  for  a  new  era  in  their  missionary  work.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  Wilson  went  on  to  speak  of  the  call  for  workers  in  the  mission  field,  and 
pointed  particularly  to  the  New  Hebrides,  with  a  heathen  population  of  70,000  to 
100,000.  One  and  another  of  those  who  had  laboured  there,  had  been  obliged  to 
retire  from  the  field  of  active  service,  on  accoant  of  advancing  age  or  infirm  health, 
and  no  student,  or  licentiate,  or  yonng  minister  had  seen  his  way  to  respond  to  the 
call  addressed  to  them  by  these  brethren,  one  of  whom  was  able  to  tell  that  Gtod 
had  so  blest  his  labour,  that  whereas  when  he  went  there  was  no  Christian  in  the 
island,  when  he  left  there  was  no  heathen.  (Applause.)  They  had  failed  to  get  any 
minister,  but  one  young  man — a  draper  in  Leith — had  volunteered  to  go,  and  had 
been  taken  from  behind  the  counter,  and  ordained  as  an  elder,  to  give  him  a  certain 
kind  of  ofiBcial  status ;  and  more  recently,  another  devoted  young  man  had  come 
forward,  not  from  any  of  their  colleges,  but  from  the  Free  Church  offices,  and  who 
would  also  be  ordained  as  an  elder,  and  sent  forth  to  do  the  work  of  an  evangelist. 
He  hoped  that  ere  long  some  of  their  regularly  trained  theological  students  would 
be  found  ready  to  come  forward  and  engage  in  this  most  interesting  work.  (Ap> 
plause.) 

He  could  not  sit  down  without  alluding  to  one  who  was  now  bidding  them  &re- 
veil — Mr.  Narayan  Sheshadri.  He  ventured  to  say  no  one  in  this  house  had  worked 
more  incessantly  in  the  cause  of  missions  than  Mr.  Sheshadri,  from  the  time  of 
his  leaving  the  East  down  to  that  hour.  Not  many  of  them  could  venture  to 
address  seven  meetings  in  one  day,  and  that  was  not  altogether  singular  in  his  ex- 
perience. He  believed  his  appearance  and  words  had  produced  a  deep  Impression, 
especially  among  their  young  people.  Mr.  Sheshadri  had  been  pleased  to  call  him- 
self "a  black  Scotchman."  They  all  felt  towards  him  as  one  of  themselves, 
and  there  was  no  Scottish  home  or  heart  but  would  welcome  him  as  a  friend.  (Ap- 
plause.) 

He  would  conclude  with  the  words  of  i^  devoted  friend  of  missions,  now  in  London, 
and  he  would  that  he  could  send  them,  by  means  of  this  Assembly,  to  every  part  of 
the  land,  and  lay  them  on  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  their  people — "  Our  per. 
sonal  efforts  for  the  perishing  at  home,  and  our  costliest  offerings  for  the  perishing 
abroad."  (Applause.)  He  moved  the  approval  of  the  report,  commending  their 
great  missionary  enterprise  to  the  interest  and  support  of  the  Church. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  Devanha,  seconded  the  motion.  He  compared  the  amount 
that  was  subscribed  by  the  Church  twenty  years  ago,  being  less  than  half  of  what 
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«ted  to  the  Foreign  MissionB  Scheme  last  year,  but  looking  at  the  great 
ride  openings  at  the  present  time,  he  thought  that  the  contributions 
Im  doubled,  if  congregations  realised  their  duty  and  had  a  proper  oppor- 
ibtcribing  to  this  great  scheme.  He  acknowledged  the  valuable  seryices 
ICatthews,  who  had  addressed  the  Assembly,  had  rendered  to  the  cause  of 
I  Aberdeen  and  neighbourhood.  Although  Mr.  Matthew  was  an  agent  of 
o  Missionary  Society  in  Madagascar,  he  had  advocated  the  cause  of 
snerally  in  numerous  Free  Churches  in  the  North,  in  addition  to  giving  an 
the  wonderful  work  of  the  Lord  in  Madagascar. 
ition  waA  adopted  in  the  following  terms  : — 

tneral  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the 
and  especially  the  convener. 

■embly  recognise,  with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  the  grace  of  liberality 
irda  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Church,  in  all  their  departments.  While 
the  advantage  of  an  improved  mode  of  reporting  the  whole  contributions 
igregation  for  missions  outside  of  Scotlaud,  the  Assembly  repeat  their 
every  congregation  shall  form  a  Missionary  Association,  and  instruct  the 
to  continue  its  careful  visitation  of  Presbyteries  for  the  quickening  of  the 
eal  in  missions.  For  this  end,  also,  they  rejoice  in  the  evidence  of  the 
Interest  of  the  young  in  this  glorious  work,  and  trust  that  all  their  Sab  bath- 
d  ministers'  and  family  classes,  may  be  put  iuto  direct  connection  with 
ttee'a  organisation. 

sembly  approve  of  the  formation  of  the  Duff  Sustentation  Fund  for  native 
d  commend  it  to  the  liberality  of  the  Church  as  the  nucleus  of  an  agency 
)i]ig  most  effectually  the  growth  of  the  vernacular  Churches.  They 
the  observance  of  the  first  Sabbath  of  December  as  a  day  of  intercession 
m,  with  preaching  on  the  subject,  when  a  collection  may  be  made  for  the 
»n  Fnnd  for  native  Churches.  They  rejoice  that  the  year  has  been  blessed 
lition  of  npwarda  of  four  hundred  converts  to  these  Churches,  by  the 
eni  of  theological  classes  for  the  training  of  native  pastors  by  the  Presby- 
nbay,  by  the  continued  self-denying  labours  of  the  earlier  converts  in 
the  ingathering  of  spiritual  frnit  from  the  Chrislian  College  of  Madras, 
extension  of  living  Christian  communities  in  theKafiSr  and  Zulu  districts 
i;ham»  Lovedale,  Impolweni,  and  the  Gordon  Memorial  Mission. 
tneral  Assembly  commend  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the  great  Head 
ich,and  to  the  brethren  in  Kafiraria  and  Natal,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Melville 
B.  M.  Thornton,  whom  the  committee  have  nominated  as  deputies  to 
ind  to  inspect  the  missions  there.  Through  them  the  Assembly  desire  to 
missionaries,  the  native  congregations,  and  the  colonists  alike,  of  their 
sire  for  their  highest  welfare,  and  for  the  unity,  as  well  as  the  extension, 
lehes  and  Missions. 

nembly  renew  the  expression  of  their  confidence  in  the  administration  of 
^nia  Mission  in  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  issued  on  its  foundation  in 
ley  thank  God  for  the  dawning  of  spiritual  success  which  is  already  apparent, 
he  missionary  and  the  industrial  side  of  the  enterprise.  They  heartily 
,ge  the  wise  foresight  of  Mr.  James  Stevenson  and  the  other  friends  of  the 
nd  the  noble  generosity  of  that  gentleman,  of  Mr.  James  White,  the 
mvener  of  the  snb-committee,  and  those  associated  with  them,  who  have 
to  eontinne  the  Mission  for  another  period,  and  to  open  up  communication 
fai  stations  on  Lake  Nyassa  and  those  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  on 
Sanyika. 

aeembly  unite  with  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  in  returning  thanks 
lies'  Society,  which  has  again  met  with  most  encouraging  success  in  female 
in  India  and  Africa,  and  in  expressing  the  hope  that  the  congregations  of 
k  will  be  stimulated  to  help  this  indispensable  and  growing  part  of  mission 
eh  is  not  otherwise  provided  fur. 

enend  Assembly  instruct  the  committee  to  apply  to  the  Commission  for 
B  which  it  may  need,  Jirtt,  for  placing  the  Missionaries'  Widows'  Fund  on 
isl  basis,  in  one  of  the  various  ways  previously  proposed ;  tecondly,  for 
as  to  the  license  and  ordination  of  Dr.  William  Elder  by  the  Presbytery 
u     The  Assembly  recognise  ad  iiUcrim  the  judicial  authority  of  the  Coancii 
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of  the  Presbyterian  Alliance  of  India,  so  far  as  to  decide  finally  cases  of  appeal  in 
matters  of  discipline  referred  to  the  Council  by  the  native  Churches,  office-bearers^ 
»nd  members,  in  accordance  with  the  form  of  process  of  the  Free  Church  of  ScoU 
land,  and  call  for  a  farther  report  from  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee. 

The  Assembly  rejoice  in  the  restoration  to  health  of  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Cooper,  and 
pray  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  attend  his  labours  on  his  return  to  Centnl  India. 
They  welcome  the  yisit  of  the  Bey.  Narayan  Sheshadri,  who  will  long  be  remembered 
by  the  congregations  of  the  Church. 

The  General  Assembly  again  commit  their  great  missionary  enterprise  to  the 
ministers  and  elders  whom  they  have  appointed  for  its  prayerful  administration,  aod 
to  the  Church  privileged  to  be  fellow-workers  with  Christ,  charging  them  to  be  dili« 
gent  and  faithful  to  Him  whom  Daniel  saw  in  the  night  visions,  when  "  One  like 
the  Son  of  Man  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the  Ancient  of  Days. 
And  there  was  given  Him  dominion  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom  that  all  people,  and 
nations,  and  languages  should  serve  Him.  And  the  kingdom  and  dominion,  and 
the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heayen,  shall  be  given  to  the  people 
of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  whose  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kingdom,  and  all> 
dominions  shall  serve  and  obey  Him.'* 

OBUBOH  BATU. 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Chnrch  Rates, 
He  gave  an  interesting  account  of  what  the  committee  had  done  in  past  years,  and 
proceeded  to  say  that  interest  in  the  subject  had  now  died  out,  while  circumstances 
were  different  from  what  they  were  when  the  committee  set  to  work.  At  that  time 
there  was  no  question  of  Disestablishment,  and  there  was  no  committee  anent  the 
relation  of  Church  and  State ;  but  events  had  arisen  which  had  begotten  sueh  » 
committee,  and  the  interest  of  the  Church  had  now  passed  away  from  such  things 
as  Church  rates.  It  was  now  only  a  side  issue,  and  a  side  issue  that  was  to  be 
considered  in  the  light  of  the  far  greater  issue  now  raised.  In  these  circnmstancea- 
the  committee  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  matter  should  be  referred  to- 
the  General  Committee.  They  did  their  best  to  secure  the  removal  of  Church  rates,, 
but  had  failed,  and  the  committee  to  whom  the  subject  would  be  remitted  might 
find  that  the  grievance  might  only  be  removed  when  the  present  relation  betweea 
Church  and  State  was  at  an  end.     (Applause.) 

Principal  RAINT  said  he  thought  the  Assembly  were  under  great  obligation  to 
Mr.  Cowan  and  his  committee,  who  had  laboured  in  this  matter  for  so  many  years,., 
and  who  had  brought  up  many  interesting  reports.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  course  Mr.  Cowan  proposed  was,  on  the  whole,  the  best  course  in  the  circum-  , 
stances,  as  when  in  charge  of  the  committee  on  Church  and  State  it  woold  fall  into 
its  natural  place,  and  take  a  proper  relation  to  the  whole  question.  He  moved  that 
the  committee  be  discharged,  and  that  the  special  thanks  of  the  Assembly  be; 
accorded  Mr.  Cowan  for  his  services. 

This  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

DISESTAfiLIBHKENT  AND  TEX  TEXKD8  BILL.  J 

Principal  RAINT,  as  convener  of  the  committee  on  the  connection  of  Choreh  and 
State  in  Scotland,  gave  notice  of  the  foUowiug  motion : — '*  The  Assembly  approve  of 
the  report,  and  return  tlyinks  to  the  committee,  and  reappoint  them,  with  the  former 
instructions.  The  Assembly  adhere  to  the  resolutions  on  this  subject  of  last  Assembly 
adopted  after  full  discussion ;  further,  the  General  Assembly  haying  bad  their  atten- 
tion called  to  the  Teinds  Bill,  now  before  Parliament,  resolve  that  the  teinds  do  not 
belong  of  right  to  the  existing  Establishment,  that  they  ought  to  be  administered 
and  applied  with  a  view  to  the  good  of  the  community,  and  that  until  this  question 
is  raised,  and  while  things  continue  on  the  present  basis,  no  legislation  recognising 
that  basis,  and  proceeding  on  it,  ought  to  take  place ;  the  Assembly  direct  the  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  terms  of  this  finding, 
authorise  the  Motierator  to  sign  it,  and  transmit  it  to  Mr.  Cowan  for  presentation." 

Mr.  M'MICKING,  eider,  has  given  notice  that,  when  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  Chnrch  and  State  comes  up  he  will  move — "  That  the  existing  relations  between 
the  Government  of  this  country  and  the  section  of  the  Presbyterian  Chnrch  which  la 
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6t(abllBh«d  in  Scotland  shoold  at  onee  cease;  that  national  and  other  public  pro- 
perty, now  naed  by  the  exiating  Chorch  EaUblishment,  should  rest  in  the  School 
Board  of  each  pariah  when  the  present  incambency  lapses,  to  take  so  far  the  place  of 
school  rates,  and  be  administered  and  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community 
in  accordance  with  the  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1872;  that  unvalued  and  unex' 
haosted  teinds  in  each  parish  be  at  once  similarly  vested  and  applied,  and  that  power 
be  giren  to  School  Boards  to  make  compromises  with  those  who  hold  unexhausted 
teinda  in  imst  for  the  community  till  they  are  needed;  all  compromises  to  bo 
sanctioned  by  the  Court  of  Teinds;  that  the  EsUblished  Church  should  be  placed 
on  a  footing  of  religions  equality  with  all  other  churches  in  Scotland,  free  to  add 
congregations  to  her  Presbyteries,  with  seato  for  ministers  and  elders  in  her  courts, 
without  asking  sanction  from  the  Court  of  Teinds,  and  free  to  frame  her  own  rego- 
lationa  for  the  admission  of  members,  the  election  of  ministers,  and  other  spiritual 
concema,  irrespectire  of  the  Church  Patronage  (Scotiand)  Act,  1874;  so  much  of 
said  Act  aa  provides  for  compensation  to  private  patrons  to  continue  in  force  so  long 
as  needed,  the  compensation  to  be  paid  by  the  School  Board  which  succeeds  to  the 
benefice ;  that  this  General  Assembly  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  accordingly, 
and  that  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  be  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Minto,  and  that  to 
the  Hooae  of  Commons  to  the  Lord  Advocate  for  presentation." 

FmnOK  FOB  BSBTOBATIOir. 

The  Assembly  proceeded  to  consider  a  petition  from  the  Rev.  Alexander  Cant 
Kay,  late  minister  of  the  Loanhead  Free  Church,  who  was  first  suspended  by  the 
Dalkeith  Presbyteiy  in  April  1879,  and  finally  by  last  General  Assembly.  The 
petition  was  for  restoration,  and  Mr.  Eay  supported  it  by  a  long  statement  Before 
he  had  finiahed  this, 

Principal  RAINY  interposed.  He  remarked  that  it  was  quite  clear  the  Assembly 
ought  not  to  have  allowed  Mr.  Kay  to  begin  the  line  of  speech  he  had  interrupted. 
It  was  an  attack  on  last  General  Assembly's  decision  on  his  case,  and  his  remarks 
were  merely  ex  parte.  It  appeared  to  him  a  pure  waste  of  time  to  go  on  discussing 
the  caae,  very  interesting,  no  doubt,  to  him,  and  on  which  he  had  his  own  impres- 
sions. The  only  matter  they  had  to  do  with  in  any  way  was  whether  they  ought  to 
entertain  the  question  of  restoring  Mr.  Kay. 

After  some  remarka  by  Sir  Hsstbt  Monoreifp,  Dr.  Thomas  Smith,  and  Dr. 
Abax,  Mr.  Kat  was  allowed  to  continue  his  pleading. 

Dr.  THOMAS  SMITH  said  that  he  was  at  the  bar  in  this  case  last  year,  and 
pleaded  that  the  charge  against  Mr.  Kay  was  not  proven.  That  he  must  now  over- 
look, but  he  reminded  the  Assembly  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Kay  came  to  the  bar  last 
year  with  a  decision  of  acquittal  from  the  Synod  of  Lothian  and  Tweeddale.  He 
must,  however,  assume  that  the  decision  of  the  Assembly  wss  correct.  He  referred 
to  this  matter  only.  He  did  this  for  the  purpose  of  justifying,  or  at  leaat  apologising, 
for  Mr.  Kay  in  the  line  of  defence  he  had  taken  now.  He  had  had  occasion  to  see 
a  good  deal  of  Mr.  Kay,  and  heard  a  good  deal  about  him  during  the  year,  and 
wlufctever  his  testimony  might  be  worth,  he  believed  that  the  ends  of  Christian 
discipline  had  in  this  caae  been  served.  Mr.  Kay  had  passed  through  much  suffering, 
and  been  brought  into  such  a  state  of  mind  that  he  had  a  strong  hope,  if  the  Assembly 
saw  fit  to  remove  the  suspension,  good  would  be  done.  He  ventured,  with  much 
humility  and  great  earnestness,  to  propose  that  **  the  case  did  not  come  before  the 
Assembly  in  such  form  that  they  could  at  once  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  but 
that  they  authorise  the  Presbytery  of  Dalkeith  to  deal  with  it,  and  if  they  should  be 
satisfied  that  the  suspension  might  be  removed,  to  lay  a  recommendation  to  that 
effect  before  the  Commission  of  Assembly,  and  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Com- 
mission,  if  they  see  cause,  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendation." 

Mr.  SMITH,  elder,  did  not  think  Mr.  Kay  had  been  judicious  in  the  paper  ho 
had  read  to  them,  but  he  seconded  this  motion  simply  on  the  ground  of  mercy. 
The  Assembly  could  with  a  good  conscience  extend  mercy  to  a  man  who  had  fallen. 

Dr.  ADAM  thought  there  was  great  awkwardness  in  the  case.  He  was  not  a 
brother  who  had  come  to  a  sense  of  the  sin  of  which  he  was  found  guilty  by  the 
Assembly;  but  he  was  one  disputing  the  justness  of  the  sentence  altogether.  Ho 
thought  it  would  only  be  wise  to  retain  the  suspension  till  next  meeting  of  Assembly. 
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Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  was  not  inclined  to  impose  the  daij  on  a  Presby- 
tery. He  would  move  "  That  the  Assembly  do  not  entertain  this  application,  bni 
declare  that  if  a  satisfactory  application  was  received  from  a  Presbytery,  the  Assembly 
empower  the  Commission  to  deal  with  it." 

Dr.  SMITH  withdrew  his  motion,  and  seconded  Sir  Henry's. 

Principal  BAINY  said  his  impression  of  the  case  was  not  the  same  as  Dr. 
Smith's,  and  he  remembered  reading  the  eyidence  and  hearing  the  discussion.  He 
thought  that  this  application  should  come  from  a  Presbytery,  and  moved  that  the 
Assembly  decline  meanwhile  the  application,  and  find  that  any  such  application  to 
a  future  Qeneral  Assembly  should  come  np  through  a  Presbytery  of  the  Church. 

Mr.  GBAY  of  Kinfauns  seconded. 

Being  put  to  the  vote,  24  declared  in  favour  of  Sir  Henry's  motion,  and  21  fo^  the 
motion  of  Principal  Bainy. 

The  Assembly  therefore  find  that  they  cannot  entertain  the  application  in  present 
circumstances,  bat  empower  the  Commission  at  any  one  of  its  stated  diets,  if  an 
application  shall  reach  them  from  a  Presbytery  within  whose  bounds  Mr.  Kay  may 
be  residing,  with  sufficient  evidence  to  support  it,  to  dispose  of  such  applicatioD^  if 
they  see  cause. 

The  party  was  called  in,  and  this  judgment  was  intimated  to  hinL 

OABB  OF  MB.  JOHN  ORAT. 

The  case  of  Mr.  John  Gray,  at  one  time  minister  of  Stobhill  Free  Chnreh,  Gore- 
bridge,  was  then  called.  This  was  a  petition  for  restoration  after  a  aaspenaloii 
since  1873. 

Mr.  Gray  was  called  to  show  cause  why  this  Assembly  should  be  called  npon  to 
go  into  the  particulars  of  the  statement  in  the  petition. 

He  addressed  the  Assembly  on  this  point. 

The  Assembly  find  that  they  cannot  entertain  the  petition  when  not  brought  np 
to  them  through  the  intervention  of  a  Presbytery. 

The  party  was  called  in,  and  this  judgment  was  intimated  to  him. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  again  the  following  morning,  at  11  o'clock; 
whereof  public  intimation  having  been  given,  this  sederunt  was  closed  with  prayer. 


SATUBDAY,  MAY  28. 

The  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  to-day  at  eleven  o'clock  forenoon — Ber.  Di^ 
Laughton,  Greenock,  Moderator. 

THI  DEATH  OF  DK.  MAIN. 

The  MODEBATOB  said — Before  the  house  proceeds  to  business,  it  is  my  painful 
duty  to  intimate  to  it  the  death  of  your  late  respected  Moderator,  Dr.  Main,  which 
took  place  this  morning  at  half-past  three  o'clock.  I  am  sure  all  the  members  of 
the  Assembly  will  be  deeply  impressed  by  such  an  event  taking  place  at  this  time. 
It  is  not  for  me  to  say  anything  at  present  with  reference  to  Dr.  Main.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  Assembly  will  duly  and  deliberately  record  its  feelings  towards 
Dr.  Main,  and  their  lively  sympathy  with  Mrs.  Main  in  her  sad  bereavement. 

Dr.  WILSON  supposed  the  Assembly  would  at  present  simply  record  its  regret 
at  the  death  of  Dr.  Main  and  its  sympathy  with  Mrs.  Main,  leaving  it  to  a  future 
occasion  to  draw  up  a  suitable  minute. 

Mr.  M'TAYISH,  Inverness,  asked  if  it  would  not  be  better  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee at  once  1 

Dr.  WILSOK  thought  the  duty  of  drawing  np  the  minute  should  be  left  with 
the  Foreign  Mission  Committee,  with  which  Dr.  Main  was  most  closely  connected. 

The  MODEBATOB  intimated  that  a  committee  would  be  appointed  before  the 
close  of  the  Assembly. 

At  a  later  part  of  the  proceedings,  Principal  BAINY  referred  to  the  sonrowfal 
feeling  caused  in  the  Assembly  by  the  removal  by  death  of  their  late  Moderator. 
Of  course,  he  said,  they  all  felt  it  necessary  that  they  should  suitably  take  notice 
of  the  bereavement  which  the  Church  suffered,  and  under  which  they  were  all 
Buffering,  and  in  order  to  accomplish  this  he  proposed  that  it  be  remitted  to  the 
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followinir  committee  to  draw  np  a  minate  : — ^Dr.  HoratioB  Bonar,  Dr.  Begg,  Ber. 
James  Wilson,  Mr.  Dsyid  Maclagan,  and  Colonel  Toung. 

Mr.  STUART  UBA Y  haying  seconded  the  motion,  it  was  onanimonsly  adopted. 

OHUBCH  EXTENSION  BUILDINO  7UND. 

Colonel  TOnNQ,  as  joint  convener,  submitted  the  Beport  of  the  Church 
Extension  Fund  ;  and,  in  doing  so,  stated  that  real  progress  has  been  made  during 
the  year  in  church  extension.  Under  the  first  part  of  the  scheme  ten  new  churches 
hare  been  built  which  will  proye  centres  of  spiritual  life  and  actiyity.  Attention 
was  called  to  No.  8,  the  case  of  South  Leith,  which  was  peculiar.  The  decision  arrived 
at  was  come  to  after  much  careful  consideration,  and  the  committee  asked  for  the 
sanction  of  the  Assembly  to  their  action.  Under  the  second  part  of  the  scheme,  nine 
churches  had  been  rebuilt  or  enlarged ;  in  several  cases  this  was  done  owing  to  the 
growth  of  the  congregation,  which  rendered  more  accommodation  requisite,  which 
showed  a  healthy  state  of  matters.  A  list  of  applications  refused  is  also  given,  tbns 
placing  the  whole  work  of  the  year  before  the  house.  The  sum  originally  aimed  at 
for  the  fnnd  was  £100,000 ;  of  this  £98,200  had  been  subscribed ;  £48,249  had  been 
paid,  being  £49,951  still  to  be  paid  up  by  instalments.  Ko  doubt,  many  people 
may  think  that  a  committee  with  such  a  purse  should  give  more  rapidly  and  spend 
more  freely,  but  he  believed  **  the  less  haste  the  more  speed."  In  carrying  out  the 
instructions  of  the  Assembly,  the  object  he  believed  was  to  develop  local  liberality 
and  self-help,  so  that  congregations  would  feel  a  pride  in  the  churches  they  wor- 
shipped in,  having  had  a  large  share  in  their  erection.  According  to  the  old  Scotch 
saying,  the  committee  sought  to  "spang  the  well  ** — to  pour  in  just  enough  matter 
to  wiJ^en  up  the  sleeping  springs  of  liberality ;  and  this,  it  was  believed,  is  the  safe 
mode  of  church  extension.  The  following  is  the  statement  anent  funds  and  grants 
for  the  last  two  years.  It  is  also  hoped  that  the  few  thousands  of  pounds  required 
to  complete  the  funds  as  originally  intended  may  yet  be  raised. 

Oeneral  Fund. 

Amount  subscribed £98,200  18    9 

Of  which— 
Faid  to  Slst  March  1880    ....  £82,126  14  11 
„      3lBt  March  1881    .        .         .        .    16,122     7     5 

Together  .... 48,249    2    4 


Balance  still  unpaid £49,951  11     6 

Grants. 
Grants  passed  for  year  to  May  1880,  but  counting  for  two  years  :— 

Grants  Passed.              Paid.  Unpaid. 

For  entirely  new  churches       .  £10,186    0    0      £8,880    0    0  £1,805    0    0 

BebuildiDg  former  churches     .       3,996     0     0        3,746     0     0  250     0     0 
Grants  passed  for  year  to  May  1801 : — 

For  entirely  new  churches        .       6,642  10     0        8,453  10     0  8.189     0     0 

Bebuilding  former  churches     .      1,500     0    Q           400     0    0  1,100    0     0 


£22,328  10     0    £15,979  10     0      £6,844     0     0 
Amount  received  as  above .        .    £48,249    2    4 


Paid  in  grants,  as  above £15,979  10    0 

Salaries  and  other  expenses  to  Slst  March  1881 .         1,008    3    4 


Amount  in  bond         .        .        .  £15,000    0    X) 
Ditto  in  deposit  receipt       .        .     10,000    0    0 


£16,987  13    4 


25,000    0    0 


Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands      •        .        .        .        6,261    9    0 

£48,249    2    4 


Amount  in  hand,  as  above .        •        •        .        ;  ...      £6,261     9     0 

Amount  of  grants  outstanding    .         •        .        .  ...        6,344     0    0 
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The  statement  of  aceotmts  for  the  year  to  Slat  March  laat  showed  that  the  balance 
of  last  account  was  £11,846,  4a.  2ci. ;  aubaoriptiona  and  donations  during  the  year^ 
XI 5,672,  78.  7d. ;  bob  on  deposit  receipt,  £15,000 ;  interest  on  bond,  £286,  lOs.  5d.; 
interest  accrued  on  general  account,  £162, 17s.  4d. — Total  amount  of  charge,  £42,467,. 
198.  6d.  Of  discharge  there  have  been  paid  in  grants,  £10,721,  lOs. ;  invested, 
£25,000 ;  and  for  working  expenses,  £485,  Os.  6d.— Total,  £36,206, 10s.  6d. ;  leaving . 
a  balance  in  favour  of  the  fnnd  of  £6261,  98. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  Oriefir,  moved  the  approval  of  the  report  He  thought  it 
was  interesting  to  mark  that  of  the  £100,000  originally  contemplated  upwards  of 
£98,000  had  been  anbscribed,  and  that  some  £48,000  had  already  been  paid  at  the 
end  of  the  second  of  the  five  years  in  which  it  was  intended  the  subscription  should* 
be  paid.  It  waa  easy  to  make  objections  aa  to  the  way  such  a  scheme  waa  carried* 
out  ,*  and  although  some  might  think  it  would  be  better  to  give  larger  grants  than 
the  committee  had  been  gi^g,  and  apend  the  fnnd  more  rapidly,  he  considered  thai 
the  committee  had  adopted  a  wise  oonrse  in  exerdalng  the  caution  they  had  been 
proceeding  with.  It  waa  better  to  begin  with  granta  of  an  amount  that  they  would 
be  able  to  maintain  than  begin  with  large  granta.  It  waa  not  every  year  that  they 
oonld  attempt  to  raise  a  fund  of  £100,000. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  Devanha,  aeconded  the  motion.  He  remarked  that  be  knew 
the  committee  had  great  difficulty  in  dispoaing  of  the  applications  they  received,  and 
he  sympathised  with  parties  whose  applications  were  refused,  aa  the  Church  with 
which  he  waa  connected  waa  built  immediately  before  the  scheme  came  into  open^ 
tion,  and  the  regulations  of  the  committee  prevented  any  participation  in  the  fund.. 
The  subscribers  to  the  fund  were  assured  that  if  they  subscribed  liberally  they  would 
be  freed  from  indiscriminate  applications  for  Chorches  being  built,  but  instead  of 
that  they  were  getting  aa  many  applicationa  as  before  the  fnnd  was  instituted.  He 
advised  the  erection  of  less  expensive  buildings  than  in  some  cases  was  going  on,, 
so  that  congregationa  ahould  not  be  saddled  with  debt  which  they  are  nnable  them« 
aelvea  to  liquidate. 

After  some  further  remarks,  the  motion  was  adopted,  aa  follows : — 

*'  The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanka  to  the  committee^, 
especially  to  the  joint-conveners. 

"  They  have  heard  with  satisfaction  that  the  committee  have  been  able  to  reapond 
liberally  to  so  many  applications  for  granta  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  new  chnrches, 
and  in  the  rebuilding  and  enlargement  of  previonaly  existing  ones.  They  aympathise. 
with  parties  who  have  been  diaappointed,  because  their  caaea  did  not  fall  within  the- 
regulations,  but  they  approve  of  the  conduct  of  the  committee  in  adhering  atrietlj 
to  these  regulationa  in  the  administration  of  the  fund. 

"  With  reference  to  the  grant  to  South  Leith,  apecially  referred  to  the  Aasemblyv 
as  admittedly  of  an  exceptional  kind,  they  approve  of  the  action  of  the  committee 
in  the  matter,  and  aanction  the  grant  of  £1000. 

**  In  regard  to  the  difficulty  which  haa  arisen  in  connection  with  the  titles  of  the 
churches  of  congregations  formerly  belonging  to  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  model  trust  deed,  the  Assembly  instruct  the 
committee  to  consult  with  the  Law  Committee;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  delay,  authoriae 
the  Commission,  at  any  of  its  stated  diets,  to  dhipose  of  any  proposals  of  this  com* 
mittee  regarding  snob  cases." 
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This  caae,  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Synod  of  Angus  and  Heams,  waa 
next  called,  when  there  appeared— Messrs.  Innes,  Sutherland,  and  George,  in  aupport 
of  the  dissent ;  Messrs.  Jenkins,  Hill,  and  Taylor,  for  the  protest  and  appeal ;  and 
Messrs.  Roberton  and  Eraser  for  the  Synod.  From  the  papers  in  the  case  it 
appeared  that  in  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Dundee,  on  9  th  February  last,  the  following 
motion  waa  adopted  by  a  majority :—" The  Presbytery  having  learned  that  a  har- 
monium has  been  introduced  into  the  public  worship  of  the  congregation  of  Free 
St.  Luke's,  Broughty  Ferry,  find  that  the  use  of  instrumental  music  in  the  worship 
of  Ood  is  contrary  to  the  form  of  worship  sanctioned  by  this  Church ;  therefore  the 
Presbytery  prohibit  the  further  uae  of  auch  inatrumental  music  in  the  foresaid  con* 
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gregation,  and  insirnct  the  minister  and  kirk-Besslon  to  carry  out  tbis  finding  as 
they  shall  be  answerable/'    DiBsent  and  complaint  was  taken  to  the  Synod. 

Dr.  WILSON  explained  that  the  Synod's  judgment  appealed  against  was  as 
follows : — "  That  the  papers  in  this  case  having  been  read^  and  it  having  appeared 
therefrom  that  the  kirk-session  of  St.  Lake's,  Broughty  Ferry,  had  never  been 
gammoned  as  parties,  the  Synod  find  the  proceedings  incompetent,  and  remit  the 
matter  to  the  Presbytery,  to  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  theCharch." 
This  decision  had  been  arrived  at  by  a  majority  of  one  over  a  proposal  that  "  parties 
be  now  beard  in  the  case." 

Mr.  INN£S,  Panbride,  said — In  endeavonring  to  state  the  case  of  the  dissentients 
and  complainants  ag^nst  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  I  may  be  permitted  to  remark 
that  it  does  not  directly  deal  with  the  merits.  The  subject  of  the  introduction  of 
the  harmonium  in  St.  Lake's,  Broughty  Ferry,  was  brought  before  the  Synod  by 
dissent  and  eomplidnt  against  a  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee,  finding  that 
the  conduct  of  the  congregation  was  irregular.  The  papers  in  the  case  passed 
through  the  Committee  on  Bills  without  any  notice  of  defect  or  irregularity,  and 
the  parties  were  summoned  to  the  bar.  Before  parties  were  allowed  to  be  heard 
a  motion  was  interjected  to  send  the  case  back  to  the  Presbytery,  to  summon 
other  parties,  and  hear  them  before  pronouncing  judgment  in  the  case.  That  motion 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  one,  and  the  dissentients  and  complainants  come  up  to 
the  Assembly  on  the  ground  that  such  a  motion  was  altogether  irregular.  We  sub- 
mit that  if  such  a  motion  was  to  be  taken,  it  ought  to  have  been  brought  before 
the  Committee  on  Bills  as  a  defect  in  the  production  of  papers  to  the  Synod.  As- 
that  was  not  done,  the  motion  was  incompetent  until  the  parties  who  were  already 
at  the  bar  were  heard  to  complete  a  statement  of  the  case  and  to  put  the  Synod, 
into  full  information  of  its  whole  bearings.  This  was  not  done,  and  I  submit  that 
the  motion  which  was  carried  was  utterly  irregular.  In  fact  it  was  making  the 
Synod  do  what  they  themselves  virtually  objected  to  the  Presbytery  having  done 
(laughter) — for  it  is  because  they  did  not  summon  parties  that  this  motion  was 
made.  Yon  will  see  from  the  papers  that  there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  complaint 
from  the  inferior  court,  or  any  complaint  from  the  kirk-session  of  SL  Luke's,  that 
they  were  dealt  with  in  any  way  unjustly  or  irregularly.  Not  only  did  they  not 
complain,  but  the  motion  having  been  introduced  into  the  Presbytery  bearing  npoa 
this  Tory  pointy  It  was  withdrawn  with  the  consent  of  the  whole  Presbyteiy,  and 
with  the  consent  of  the  minister  and  representative  elder  of  St.  Luke's.  In  these 
drcnmstances  it  seems  to  the  dissentients  that  the  real  act  of  irregularity  has  been 
committed  by  the  Synod  in  refusing  to  hear  the  Presbytery,  who  were  then  at  the  bar- 
waiting  to  state  their  case.  Surely  the  presence  of  the  minister  of  St.  Luke's  In 
the  Presbytery  with  one  of  his  elders,  also  a  member  of  the  court,  was  sufficient  to- 
represent  the  case  as  coming  from  Broughty  Ferry ;  but  we  go  further  than  that,  and. 
say  that  in  a  ease  bearing  directly  and  solely  upon  the  conduct  of  the  public  worship- 
of  Ood  in  the  sanctuary,  the  minister  is  the  proper  representative  of  his  congre- 
gation. When  it  is  the  public  worship  of  Ood,  it  is  not  the  session  that  can  act 
jodidallj  or  interfere;  it  is  a  matter  between  the  minister  and  the  Presbytery.  la 
this  respect  the  Synod,  in  doing  what  it  did,  acted  not  only  irregularly  but  illegally. 
Its  action  has  also  proved  injuiious  to  the  case  and  injurious  to  the  administration 
of  jnstice,  because  it  was  hanging  up  the  case;  and  the  congregation  of  St.  Luke's 
are  continuing  the  very  action  which  called  down  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery 
npoa  them.  I  am  sorry  such  a  case  should  have  been  brought  up,  for  if  the  Synod 
had  been  allowed  to  take  it  up  the  question  would  have  been  decided,  and  it  would 
have  come  up  before  the  Assembly  in  a  suitable  and  proper  way. 

Mr.  BOBEKTON,  Logie-Pert — We  appear  at  your  bar  to  defend  the  judgment 
of  the  Synod  of  Angus  and  Mearns  in  this  case.  We  are  not  here  to  say  one  single 
word  as  to  the  desirability  or  admissibility  of  instrumental  music  in  the  worship 
of  onr  Church.  We  are  here  simply  to  maintain  that  the  session  of  St.  Luke's, 
Broughty  Ferry,  ought  to  have  been  summoned  by  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee  as 
parties  in  this  case,  and  heard  in  their  own  interest,  before  auy  decision  was  pro- 
nounced. The  finding  which  we  are  here  to  defend  is  as  follows : — "  That  the  papers 
in  this  case  having  been  read,  and  it  having  appeared  therefrom  that  the  kirk-session 
of  St.  Luke's,  Broughty  Ferry,  had  never  been  summoned  as  parties,  the  Synod  find 
the  proceedings  incompetent,  and  remit  the  matter  to  the  Presbytery,  to  be  dealt 


236  BKOUOHTT  FEBBT  HARMOimTH  OASB. — KR,  BOBEBTON. 

'with  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  Charch."  The  firat  part  of  oor  contention 
is  that  the  matter  in  question  was  one  that  fell  naturally  within  the  province  of  the 
Hcssion.  We  admit  that  the  minister  of  the  congregation  may  be  held  responsible 
for  the  actual  carrying  out  of  the  regular  services  in  a  reverential  and  becoming 
manner,  but  we  maintain  that  any  proposed  alteration  as  to  the  time,  nature,  or 
posture  of  service  is  a  matter  that  falls  within  the  range  of  kirk-session  authority. 
For  example,  it  has  always  been  understood  that  the  question  whether  hymns  should 
be  used  in  public  worship  or  not,  or  the  question  what  attitudes  should  be  assumed 
at  singing  and  at  prayer,  that  such  questions  as  these  are  for  the  session  as  a  whole 
to  settle.  That  these,  and  such  questions  as  these,  are  some  of  the  very  matters 
which  elders  are  called  to  watch  over,  appears  to  be  very  plain  from  the  following 
quotation  from  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff's  "  Practice  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland : " — 
"  Everything  affecting  the  religious  concerns  of  the  congregation,  whether  as  to  wor- 
ship or  discipline,  belongs  to  that  sphere."  And  in  his  **  Manual  of  Procedure  "  we 
find  Mr.  Forbes  saying,  "  To  the  session  belongs  the  spiritual  oversight  of  the  con- 
gregation ;  and  all  that  appertains  to  its  religious  concerns,  in  regard  both  to  worship 
and  discipline,  falls  within  its  sphere.  Hence  it  fixes  the  hours  of  public  worship^ 
and  takes  oversight  of  the  psalmody."  And  this  was  evidently  the  view  taken  of 
the  matter  by  the  minister  and  session  of  St.  Luke's,  for  it  was  only  after  the  qoea- 
tion  of  introducing  a  harmonium  had  been  repeatedly  considered  by  the  session,  and 
unanimously  agreed  to,  and  only  after  that  unanimous  finding  of  the  session  had 
been  approved  by  the  congregation,  that  the  resolution  was  carried  into  effect.  Now, 
let  us  see  what  steps  were  taken  by  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee  in  this  matter.  Neither 
Mr.  Peyton  nor  his  session  were  ever  formally  cited  to  appear.  The  papers  laid 
before  the  Synod  in  this  case  show  that  at  a  private  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  on 
January  12,  Mr.  Hill  stated  that  the  fact  of  instrumental  music  being  used  in  the 
congregation  was  matter  of  public  report,  and  gave  notice  that  at  next  meeting  he 
intended  to  move  a  motion  regarding  its  discontinuance.  Observe  that  this  was  a 
private  meeting;  and  so  far  as  the  papers  laid  before  the  Synod  went,  there  was 
nothing  to  show  that  the  minister  of  St.  Luke's  was  present,  or  the  session  in  any 
way  represented.  At  the  meeting  of  Presbytery  on  February  9,  Mr.  Hill  moved  as 
follows : — "  The  Presbytery,  having  learned  that  a  harmonium  has  been  introduced 
into  the  pnblic  worship  of  the  congregation  of  Free  St.  Luke's,  Broughty  Ferry,  find 
that  the  use  of  instrumental  music  in  the  worship  of  Ood  is  contrary  to  the  form  of 
worship  sanctioned  by  this  Church;  therefore  the  Presbytery  prohibit  the  farther 
use  of  such  instrumental  music,  and  instruct  the  minister  and  kirk-session  to  carry 
out  this  finding  as  they  shall  be  answerable."  Thereupon  Mr.  Watenton  apoke  to 
order,  and  moved — **  That  the  Presbytery  receive  Mr.  Hill's  motion,  allow  it  to  lie 
upon  the  table  till  next  ordinary  meeting;  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  intimate 
the  fact  to  the  kirk-sesslon  of  Free  St*  Luke's,  stating  that  they  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  any  statement  they  may  see  fit  to  the  Presbytery  at  its  next  meet- 
ing." This  motion  was  seconded,  but  was  somehow  allowed  to  drop,  as  was  also 
another  at  a  later  stage,  which  summoned  the  session  to  answer  for  their  resolntion, 
and  instructed  them  to  produce  their  minutes.  Kow,  with  all  respect  for  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Dundee,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  course  indicated  in  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Waterston  was  the  only  constitutional  one  for  them  to  have  followed.  But,  for  some 
reason  or  other,  they  preferred  to  go  right  on  with  the  case,  and,  by  a  majority, 
carried  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  which  amounts  practically  to  a  direct  reveiaal  of  the 
unanimously -adopted  and  regularly-minuted  finding  of  the  session,  and  which,  instead 
of  confining  itself  merely  to  the  minister,  expressly  instructs  the  minister  and  kirk- 
session  to  carry  out  ita  finding,  as  they  shall  be  answerable.  Thus,  without  having 
cited  either  the  minister  or  session,  without  even  having  the  session  minutea  before 
them,  and  without  giving  the  parties  most  directly  interested  any  opportunity  of 
being  heard  in  their  own  defence,  the  Presbytery  absolutely  prohibited  the  use  of 
that  which  the  session  had  unanimously  introduced ;  and  in  so  doing  we  hold  that, 
to  all  practical  intents  and  purposes,  they  infringed  that  farther  provision  laid  down 
by  Sir  Henry  Moncreiffas  to  the  Presbytery's  right  of  review,  viz.,  that — *' Before 
pronouncing  any  judgment  with  respect  to  any  deliverance  of  a  kirk-session,  the 
Presbytery  must  summon  the  kirk-session  to  the  bar,  and  hear  them  as  partiea." 
In  taking  the  course  they  did,  we  hold  that  the  Presbytery  landed  themselves  in  a 
double  error ;  in  the  first  place,  they  deprived  the  session,  as  such,  of  all  opportunity 


SATURDAY,  MAT  28,  1881.  237 

of  defence,  and  of  their  Presbyterian  right  of  appeal ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  they 
deprived  themseWes  of  the  information  which  was  necessary  before  they  could  come 
to  a  right  decision  in  the  case.  The  action  of  the  Presbytery  seems  to  us  to  involve 
a  grave  injustice  to  the  session  as  a  court  of  the  Church.  Surely,  if  any  rumour  of 
wrongdoing  on  the  part  of  a  member  or  conrt  of  the  Church  gets  abroad,  the  first 
duty  of  the  superior  court  is  to  authenticate  the  rumour,  and  summon  the  person  or 
parties  involved  with  a  view  to  brotherly  dealing.  In  this  case  the  session  may  have 
taken  a  course  that  was  unadvisable — we  do  not  deny  that  this  may  have  been  so ; 
they  may  even  have  taken  a  course  that  was  illegal — we  do  not  d,eny  that  this  may 
have  been  so  too;  but  what  we  do  deny  is,  that  any  court  of  the  Church  is  entitled 
to  refuse  to  an  inferior  court,  even  though  it  may  have  acted  wrongly,  an  opportunity 
of  appearing  in  its  own  defence.  And  the  session  of  St.  Luke's  should  at  once  have 
been  put  into  the  true  Presbyterian  position  of  an  unlimited  right  of  appeal  to  the 
highest  court  of  the  Church ;  so  that,  even  if  the  Presbytery  and  Synod  had  been 
unanimously  against  them,  they  could  still  have  carried  their  case  to  the  Assembly. 
If  the  session  itself  had  been  divided  on  the  matter,  and  any  of  them  had  appealed 
against  the  decision  to  the  Presbytery,  they  would  thus  have  secured  a  firm  position 
as  parties  in  the  case ;  and  it  does  seem  strange  that,  when  the  session  was  uuanimoug 
in  its  decision,  it  should  be  reversed  by  the  Presbytery  without  their  ever  having  an 
opportunity  of  appearing  in  their  own  interests  at  all.  But  again,  we  hold,  in  the 
second  place,  that  the  Presbytery,  by  taking  the  action  they  did,  deprived  themselves 
of  much  information  that  might  have  been  helpful  to  them,  and  afterwards  to  the 
higher  courts  of  the  Church,  in  coming  to  a  right  decision  on  the  case.  We  have 
the  authority  of  Mr.  Peyton  for  saying,  that  the  introduction  of  the  harmonium  was 
much  more  the  work  of  the  elders  than  of  himself;  and  in  these  circumstances  it 
was  surely  desirable  that  the  lay  members  of  the  session  should  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  stating  their  Tiews  in  regard  to  this  matter,  to  have  seen  what  kind  of  spirit 
they  showed  about  it — to  have  learned  from  them  why  they  wished  to  introduce  such 
a  change  at  all,  why  they  chose  the  time  they  did  for  it,  and  why  they  took  the  course 
of  introducing  it  right  off  instead  of  first  applying  to  the  superior  courts  for  sanction. 
These  surely  were  important  objects  to  be  gained  by  summoning  the  parties,  and 
important  elements  towards  a  i^ight  decision  of  the  case.  Surely  if  we  wish  to  retain 
the  sewices  and  loyalty  of  those  whom  we  have  ordained  to  be  elders  in  the  Church, 
we  slionld  be  veiy  careful  that  they  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  their  having  been 
refused  an  opportunity  of  stating  their  reasons  for  adopting  such  a  resolution.  This 
leads  us  to  look  for  a  moment  at  an  argument  used  by  some  of  the  dissentients  in 
the  Synod,  to  the  effect  that  no  complaint  had  been  made  by  the  session  themselves. 
Kow,  in  reply  to  that,  all  that  needs  to  be  said  is  this,  that  immediately  on  receiving 
the  decision  of  the  Presbytery  the  kirk-session  met  and  minuted  their  regret  that 
the  Presbytery  before  coming  to  a  judgment  had  not  given  the  session  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  appearing  as  parties  at  the  bar,  and  being  heard  for  their  interests  and  the 
interests  of  the  congregation. 

Mr.  INKES — I  speak  to  a  point  of  order.  Mr.  Roberton  is  travelling  beyond 
the  papers.  He  haa  no  right  to  go  into  the  minutes  of  session,  which  were  not 
before  the  Synod. 

Mr.  BOBERTOK — I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  house ;  but  I  may  say  that  I  am 
authorised  by  Mr.  Peyton  to  produce  the  minutes. 

Dr.  WILSON — No  new  papers  can  be  introduced  which  were  not  before  the  Synod. 

Mr.  BOBERTOK— Nor  referred  tot 

Dr.  WILSON—No. 

Mr.  ROBERTON— There  is  also  a  dissent  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  of  the 
Dundee  Presbytery  on  this  very  point,  signed  by  the  minister  of  St.  Luke's,  and 
some  other  ministers  who  were  in  the  minority.  Thus  this  argument  against  the 
action  of  the  Synod  is  shown  to  be  unfounded ;  but  even  if  there  had  been  no  formal 
complaint  on  the  part  of  St.  Luke's  session,  that  was  not  to  prevent  the  Synod 
doing  its  own  duty  in  the  case,  protecting  what  they  believed  to  be  the  rights  of 
kirk-sessions,  and  requiring  that  the  matter  should  be  brought  up  before  them  in  a 
regular  and  orderly  way.  The  only  other  matter  which  it  will  be  necessary  for  us 
to  say  anything  regarding,  is  the  objection  that  the  parties  at  the  bar  of  the  Synod 
were  not  heard,  and  a  very  few  words  will  suffice  on  this  point.  We  are  here  to 
defend  the  judgment  of  the  Synod;  but  we  are  not  here  to  defend  the  procedure  of 
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the  Synod.  Before  the  papers  in  this  case  were  read,  parties  we^  called  to  the  bari 
Immediatelj  mi  the  papers  being  read,  the  point  of  order  was  raised,  and  the  motion 
which  ultimatetj  became  the  fiuding  of  the  Synod  was  moved  and  seconded.  If  the 
Moderator  had  mled  that  parties  should  have  been  heard  before  such  a  motion  was 
brought  forward  we  would  have  bowed  to  that  decision.  The  counter  motion  was  to 
go  on  with  the  case  on  its  merits.  Whenever  the  question  of  hearing  the  Presbytery 
of  Dundee  was  raised,  we  stated  that  we  were  not  only  willing,  but  anxious  to  hear 
them,  if  they  would  confine  themselves  to  the  point  of  procedure,  and  refrain  from 
going  into  ihe  wide  question  opened  up  by  the  various  dissents.  But  the  answer 
given  by  the  mover  of  the  counter  motion  was — "  We  cannot  hear  parties  on  that 
point  alone ;  they  must  be  heard  on  the  merits."  In  these  circumstances  the  Synod 
went  on  at  once  to  a  vote.  We  are  not  anxious  to  defend  this  course  of  procedure; 
we  are  ready  to  admit  that  the  Synod  may  have  got  into  some  confusion;  and,  as 
individuals,  we  are  willing  to  take  our  share  of  blame  in  the  matter,  if  blame  there 
be.  Bat  the  motion  which  we  are  here  to  defend  is  one  that  proceeds  entirely  on 
the  papers  sent  up  to  ns  in  the  case  by  the  Presbytery,  and  there  is  no  mention  in 
it  of  any  refusal  to  hear  parties.  Our  strong  conviction  is  that,  if  parties  had  been 
heard  on  the  point  raised,  the  result  would  have  been  to  make  the  majority  of  ihe 
Synod  much  larger,  as  many,  both  among  those  who  refrained  from  voting,  and 
among  those  who  voted  in  the  minority,  declared  that  they  could  have  supported 
such  a  motion  as  that  which  was  carried  if  only  they  had  heard  the  Presbytery's 
defence.  The  one  point  about  which  we  are  really  concerned  is  the  failure  of  the 
Presbytery  to  summon  the  session,  or  even  to  call  for  the  production  of  their 
minutes.  And  as  this  is  a  matter  closely  aflfecting  the  privileges  of  elders,  we 
would  direct  the  Assembly's  attention  to  the  fact  that  every  elder  who  took  part  in 
the  vote  was  found  on  the  side  of  the  majority — not  one  single  elder  voting  with  the 
minority.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  this  is  a  case  in  regard  to  which  many  of 
our  elders  have  a  strong  feeling ;  and  we  would  fain  trust  that  nothing  will  be  done 
to  shake  the  belief  of  the  lay  members  of  our  sessions  in  the  willingness  of  Church 
courts  to  give  them  a  fair  hearing  in  defence  of  any  decision  to  which  they  may 
have  come.  We  have  been  told  that  we  are  debating  nice  legal  points,  and  disputing 
on  mere  technicalities.  If  we  had  believed  them  to  be  only  that,  we  would  .never 
have  been  at  your  bar  to-day.  But  we  believe  that  when  the  Church  appointed 
certain  forms  of  procedure  she  did  so  for  the  very  important  purpose  of  securing 
justice  to  all  her  courts  and  members — for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  weak,  and 
giving  full  opportunities  of  defence  to  the  accused.  And  it  is  because  we  believe 
the  plain  principles  of  Presbyterian  procedure  to  have  been  neglected  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Dundee  in  this  case,  because  we  hold  the  rights  of  the  St.  Luke's 
session  to  have  been  infringed,  and  because  we  are  of  opinion  that  all  the  available 
materials  for  a  wise  decision  could  only  be  in  possession  of  the  superior  courts  after 
the  session  of  that  congregation  had  been  heard,  that  we  supported  the  judgment  of 
the  Synod,  and  are  now  here  in  its  defence.  We  leave  the  case  with  all  confidence 
in  the  hands  of  the  Assembly.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  JENKINS,  who  appeared  for  the  Presbytery,  held  that  the  action  Indicated 
by  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  which  required  the  Presbytery  to  make  the  kirk- 
session  parties,  was  quite  improper  and  unwarrantable,  because,  in  the  first  place, 
the  minister  of  the  congregation  was  specially  responsible  to  the  Presbytery  for  the 
mode  in  which  all  parts  of  public  worship  were  conducted;  and,  secondly,  because, 
«ven  supposing  they  had  been  at  liberty  to  call  the  kirk-session,  that  would  have 
been  a  hardship  to  the  kirk-session  and  a  high-handed  course  of  procedure.  He 
held  that  the  minister  had  always  appeared  at  the  meetings  of  the  Presbytery  as 
the  responsible  patty  in  the  case,  and  that  even  if  the  kirk-session  had  been  the 
parties,  the  Presbytery  were  bound  both  by  ecclesiastical  and  scriptural  warrant, 
iirst  to  deal  with  the  matter  in  the  way  of  friendly  admonition  as  they  had  done. 

Parties  having  been  removed. 

Dr.  B£QG  said  that  the  question  before  them,  though  apparently  only  a  question 
of  form,  was  in  reality  a  question  of  substance,  and  he  regretted  that  Uie  case  had 
come  up  so  late.  It  seemed  to  him  that  there  were  two  mistakes  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Synod.  The  one  mistake  was  that  they  did  not  hear  the  Presbytery.  So  far 
as  he  remembered,  during  a  pretty  long  experience,  such  a  course  as  that  was  never 
pursued  in  connection  with  any  case  before  in  this  Church.    (Hear,  hear,  and  »p« 


SATUBDAT,  MAT  28,  1881. — DIL  BBOrf.  239 

pUme.)  If  a  Predbyiery  came  up  to  a  Sjnod,  the  Synod  was  bound  to  hear  them, 
aod  that  they  should  have  pronoanced  judgment  without  hearing  them,  was,  he 
thooght,  a  departure  from  eyerything  that  was  right  in  the  administration  of  the 
Church.  The  other  g^reat  mistake,  out  of  which  the  former  arose,  was  the  sappoei- 
tiou  that  the  Synod  had  the  power  to  raise  questions  which  were  not  brought  op  by 
the  inferior  court.  The  Synod  was  simply  a  court  of  review,  and  bad  no  power  to 
raise  questions  not  brought  to  it.  In  this  respect  it  differed  entirely  from  the  Qeneral 
Assembly.  In  regard  to  the  question  itself,  he  thought  that  it  was  one  of  great 
importance.  The  statement  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff  in  Ids  valuable  book,  p.  12,  waa 
too  wide,  viz.,  '^Everything  affecting  the  religious  concerns  of  the  congregation 
whether  as  to  worship  or  discipline  belongs  to  their  sphere.*'  He  held  that  there 
were  many  things  connected  with  worship  and  discipline  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
sphere  of  the  kirk>eession.  They  had  a  right  to  regulate  the  time  of  worship,  and 
the  time  at  which  the  communion  was  to  be  observed,  but  they  were  not  entitled  to 
alter  the  posture  of  worship  or  substance  of  worship.  They  were  expressly  pre- 
vented from  doing  it.  The  elders  of  the  Church  were  to  carry  forward  the  worship 
of  the  Church,  as  the  worship  of  the  Church  was  performed  at  the  Disruption. 

The  following  questions  are  put  to  all  elders  of  the  Free  Church — "  Do  you  pro- 
mise to  observe  uniformity  of  worship,  and  of  the  administration  of  all  public  ordi- 
nances  within  this  Church,  as  the  same  are  at  present  performed  and  allowed  1 " 

This  is  the  formula  subscribed  by  all  office-bearers — *'  I  do  own  the  purity  of 
worship  presently  authorised  and  practised  in  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  also 
the  Presbyterian  government  and  discipline  thereof,  which  doctrine,  worship  and 
Chnreh  government,  I  am  persuaded  are  founded  on  the  Word  of  God  and  agreeable 
thereto.  .  .  .  And  I  promise  that  through  the  grace  of  God,  I  shall  firmly  and 
constantly  adhere  to  the  same,  and  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  shall,  in  my  station, 
assert,  maintain,  and  defend  the  said  doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  and  government 
of  this  Church.  .  .  .  And  that  I  shall  in  my  practice  conform  myself  to  the  said 
worship.  .  .  .  And  I  promise  that  I  shall  follow  no  devisive  courses  from  the 
doctrine,  worship,  discipline,  government,  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  this  Church, 
renouncing  all  doctrines,"  Itc. 

In  the  "Second  Book  of  Discipline"  of  the  Eldership,  It  is  said— "It  belongs 
to  thia  kind  of  Assembly  to  cause  the  ordinances  made  by  the  Assemblies  provincial, 
national,  and  general  to  be  kept,  and  put  in  execution.  .  .  .  provided  they  alter  no 
rules  made  by  provincial  or  general  Assemblies,'*  &c. 

In  Stewart  of  Pardovan's  Collections  (1709),  Book  First,  Title  XL  "Of  Eirk- 
aessions,"  sections  8  and  i,  it  is  said — "  The  matters  treated  by  them  (the  kirk- 
aessions)  are  what  concern  Church  discipline  and  the  worship  of  God  in  that  congre- 
gation ;  as  what  days  of  the  week  are  meetest  for  assembling  to  public  worship,  and 
what  hour  on  the  Lord's-day  before  and  after  noon;  when  it  is  seasonable  for  parochial 
fasts  and  thanksgivings;  what  times  are  fittest  for  catechising  and  visiting  of  families; 
how  often  and  when  the  Lord's  Supper  is  to  be  celebrated.  They  are  likewise  to 
inquire  into  the  knowledge  and  spiritual  state  of  the  members  of  the  congregation, 
whom  they  are  to  admonish  or  encourage  as  they  see  cause,  and  to  exclude  from  the 
Lord's-table  all  who  are  found  ignorant  and  scandalous."  But  it  is  added  emphati- 
cally— "  In  the  ordering  of  all  which  matters  nothing  is  to  be  done  by  them  but  what 
la  according  to  the  settled  order  and  practice  of  the  Church,  and  if  there  be  any  new 
or  difficult  emergency  that  causeth  doubting  or  hesitation,  the  matter  is  to  be  referred 
to  the  Presbytery  for  their  direction  or  authority."  Were  the  power  to  innovate, 
which  has  been  lately  claimed  for  kirk-sessions — ^and  sometimes,  we  fear,  by  ministers 
to  oover  their  own  backslidings — ^legitimate,  the  whole  Reformation  might  be  over- 
tamed,  or  even  the  churches  turned  into  mosques  with  impunity. 

Had  that  anything  to  do  with  telling  people  to  sit  when  they  should  stand,  or 
fltand  when  they  should  sit,  or  anything  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  a  harmonium  ? 
It  was  clear  in  the  teeth  of  it.  The  regulations  did  not  warrant  a  kirk-session  to 
make  changes  in  the  forms  of  worship.  He  knew  that,  for  reasons  which  might  be 
supposed,  in  another  Church  they  seemed  to  be  altering  and  innovating,  and  he  did 
not  know  to  what  extent  they  might  innovate,  but  he  knew  this,  that  all  the  authori- 
ties on  this  subject  were  in  the  teeth  of  such  right  of  kirk-sessions.  Their  friends 
in  Broughty  Ferry,  instead  of  setting  up  this  harmonium  of  theirs  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  Presbytery,  and  without  consulting  them,  Lf  they  had  any  difficulty  about 
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it,  should  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  Presbytery,  and  it  seemed  to  him  in  » 
matter  that  was  notorious,  and  where  the  minister  was  not  only  present  at  the  meeting 
of  Presbytery,  but  took  part  in  the  debate,  attempting  to  defend  the  introduction  of 
the  harmonium — that  they  should  not  hare  summoned  the  session.  That  bar- 
moniam  was  being  used  at  the  present  moment  in  defiance  of  the  Presbytery — (hear, 
hear) — and  it  was  for  this  Assembly  to  say  whether  they  were  going  to  aliow  their 
principles  of  Church  government  to  be  stultified,  and  set  aside  by  a  jumble  of  Inde- 
pendency and  Kitualism.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  It  must  be  quite  plain  that 
they  would  not  consent  to  any  such  arrangement.  It  would  be  out  of  the  qnestion 
that  any  kirk-session  should  take  upon  themselves  what  the  kirk-session  of  Bronghty 
Ferry  had  done.  He  moved  that  the  Assembly  sustain  the  dissent  and  complaint, 
and  protest  and  appeal,  confirm  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery,  and  instruct  the 
Presbytery  to  intimate  this  judgment  to  the  proper  parties,  and  see  that  it  be  duly 
carried  into  effect.  (Laughter  and  applause.)  This  was  the  motion  he  would  make, 
but  he  had  no  particular  fancy  for  any  form  of  words,  and  he  should  iike  that  a 
unanimous  judgment  was  pronounced  by  this  court  Tliat  would  prevent  them 
entering  upon  a  discussion  prematurely  that  would  be  as  irritating  as  tliat  diBCussion 
out  of  which  they  had  just  emerged.  (Oh,  oh.)  He  would  reckon  this  Church 
not  worth  maintaining  if  it  did  not  stand  up  for  its  own  principles  and  its  own 
rules,  and  if  it  allowed  itself  to  be  bearded  by  any  number  of  men,  however  influ- 
ential.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Sir  H.  MONCBEIFF  said  that  fault  was  to  be  found  with  the  Synod  for  not 
giving  fair  play  to  the  Presbytery,  and  not  hearing  what  they  had  to  say.  The 
Synod  had  prevented  the  Assembly  from  seeing  what  the  Presbyteiy  liad  to  say, 
and  therefore  it  struck  him  that  their  course  should  be  one  that  should  lead  the 
matter  up  to  be  rightly  discussed  in  the  Synod.  He  was,  however,  satisfied  of  tkii 
that  the  Assembly  should  interpose  its  authority  to  prevent  a  mischief  going  on. 
The  minister  was  specially  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  public  worship,  and  if 
he  introduced  a  system  Uiat  his  session  had  not  objected  to,  it  was  a  perfectlj 
legitimate  thing  for  the  Presbytery  to  interfere  with  him.  He  moved — "  That  the 
Assembly  sustain  the  dissent  and  complaint  and  appeal,  and  reverse  the  judgment 
of  the  Synod,  and  find  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  the  Presbytery  to  summon  the 
kirk-session,  because  the  minister  is  a  sufficient  party  in  a  case  direcUy  concerning 
the  conduct  of  worship  in  the  regular  services  of  the  sanctuary,  but  remit  to  the 
Synod  to  proceed  in  the  case ;  further,  the  Assembly  meanwhile  instruct  the  minister 
to  arrange  that  the  harmonium  be  not  used  while  his  action  in  the  matter  la  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Church  courts."    (Applause.) 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  seconded  Dr.  Begg's  motion.  He  thought  the  Psetbyteiy 
of  Dundee  were  perfectly  entitled  to  g^ve  the  instruction  that  they  did  give  pro- 
hibiting the  innovation  in  question.  He  thought  that  the  eongregation  proceeded 
irregularly  in  failing  to  apply  to  the  Presbytery  for  leave  before  making  this  Inno- 
vation in  the  ordinary  mode  of  worship  practised  and  sanctioned  by  the  Church- 
Even  though  they  were  unanimous  in  its  favour,  they  ought  to  have  considered  the 
offence  and  debate  it  would  cause  in  other  congregations.  They  had  so  far  departed 
from  Presbyterian  rule,  and  taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands.  (Hear,  hear.)  He 
was  sorry  that  they  had  thus  put  themselves  into  a  painful  position,  bat  they  had 
only  themselves  to  blame  for  it 

Mr.  LAUBIE,  Tulliallan,  seconded  Sir  H.  Honcreiff's  motion. 

Mr.  COWAN,  Troon,  pointed  out  that  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery  was  not 
before  the  Assembly.  They  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Presbytery.  It  was  the 
Synod  they  had  to  deal  with.  For  these  reasons  he  could  not  accept  Dr.  Begg'a 
motion.  Neither  could  he  accept  Sir  Henry's  motion.  It  contained  a  finding  anent 
the  connection  subsisting  between  the  minister  and  the  order  of  public  worship,  aa 
distinguished  from  the  kirk-session ;  a  finding  which  was  not  called  for  in  the  case 
before  them,  and  which  it  would  be  rash  to  come  to  without  careful  examination. 
The  Assembly  did  not  need  to  consider  that  point  It  was  not  before  them  by 
dissent  or  complaint  The  simple  matter  they  had  to  do  with  was  the  rightness  or 
wroD guess  of  the  Synod  not  hearing  parties  in  the  case.  He  moved  that  they  sustain 
the  dissent  and  complaint  and  appeal,  reverse  the  judgment  of  the  Synod,  and  in  the 
meantime  instruct  the  kirk-session  to  abstain  from  using  the  harmonium  in  public 
worship. 
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ProfeBBOr  BBUCB,  Glaagow,  seconded  this  motion.  As  a  matter  of  Charch  order, 
there  could  be  no  dispute  as  to  the  first  claose  of  all  the  three  motions.  He  preferred 
Mr.  Cowan's,  on  the  ground  that  they  should  not  commit  themseWes  to  a  single 
statement  beyond  what  was  absolutely  necessary.  They  should  not  dogmatise  in 
regard  to  the  question  whether  the  session  should  haye  been  summoned  or  not,  and 
still  less  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  the  question  as  to  instrumental  music.  With  regard 
to  Dr.  Begg's  statement,  that  this  matter  might  be  brought  up  regularly  by  overture,  he 
was  of  opinion  that  the  sooner  it  was  brought  up  in  a  regular  way  the  better ;  and 
perhaps  the  action  of  this  congregation,  which  was  somewhat  irregular,  was  one  of 
the  evidences  which  might  be  adduced  to  show  that  the  sooner  it  was  settled  the 
better.  He  disagreed  with  Dr.  Begg's  view  that  the  discussion  of  the  question  was 
fraught  with  danger ;  he  thought,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the 
Church  that  it  should  be  treated  as  a  matter  of  liberty.  Whatever  judgment  was 
come  to  just  now  could  only  be  regarded  as  temporary. 

Principal  BAINT,  in  supporting  Sir  Henry  HoncreifiTs  motion,  considered  the 
proper  way  to  deal  with  the  matter  was  to  regulate  the  practice  of  worship  in  the 
Church  in  the  meantime,  and  to  do  so  in  the  way  of  instructing  the  minister  to  conduct 
the  worship  in  the  manner  which  had  heretofore  been  the  practice  of  the  Church.  In 
regard  to  the  points  raised  by  Dr.  Begg  and  Dr.  Bruce,  no  doubt  this  was  a  matter 
which  might  legitimately  be  discussed  by  overtures — by  those  who  take  an  interest 
in  the  matter — under  the  idea  that  liberty  might  be  allowed,  but  of  course  they  must 
judge  for  themselves  as  to  when  the  time  would  come  when  they  should  stir  the 
question  in  that  way.  At  the  same  time  it  was  well  known  that  for  years  minlBters 
and  others  in  the  Church  held  the  view  that  some  change  in  this  respect  would  be 
reasonable — that  there  should  be  some  liberty  on  this  head.  For  his  own  part,  in 
regard  to  these  changes,  his  wish  was  entirely  against  the  introduction  of  instru- 
mental music  in  connection  with  their  services.  (Applause.)  Of  course,  if  such  a 
question  should  come  up,  he  should  not  allow  his  wish  or  feelings  to  Interfere  in 
judging  what  was  reasonable,  fair,  and  right — (applause) — and  would  consider  it  in 
the  light  of  whether  it  was  legitimate  according  to  their  views  of  spiritual  worship. 
He  would  desire  to  be  reasonable  and  just,  but  he  would  earnestly  say  that  he  hoped 
men  would  not  raise  the  question  without  seriously  considering  whether  it  was 
desirable  so  soon  and  so  early  to  stir  this  question.  All  he  had  seen  in  the  past 
led  him  to  believe  they  were  quite  disposed  to  consider  the  general  feeling  and 
wishes  of  the  Church,  and  not  to  be  unreasonable  on  the  subject  (Applause.)  He 
felt  the  great  importance  of  the  general  desire  expressed  by  the  General  Assembly 
that  no  individual  case  of  this  kind  should  be  pushed  forward  in  this  way,  and  that 
the  matter  should  be  treated  in  a  constitutional  manner.     (Applause.) 

Professor  THOHAS  SMITH  having  supported  Dr.  Begg's  motion, 

Dr.  ELDER,  Bothesay,  suggested  that  the  motions  of  Sir  Henry  Moncrelfif  and 
Dr.  Begg  should  be  combined. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  he  could  not  agree  to  this,  and  claimed  his  right  to  reply.  He 
was  glad  they  were  all  agreed  to  put  an  end  to  this  matter.  (Laughter.)  In  regard 
to  the  word  harmonium,  he  thought  it  was  ill-named,  because  he  knew  nothing  that 
caused  less  harmony  inside  or  outside  the  Church.  He  was  not  at  all  satisfied  with 
Mr.  Cowan's  motion  or  that  of  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff,  because  it  left  open  the  question 
for  a  whole  year's  discussion,  and  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  have  further 
discussion  on  the  matter.  They  should  all  hold  to  the  former  worship  of  the  Church, 
and  should  there  and  then  put  an  end  to  the  debate.  So  far  as  the  question  of  the 
Broughty  Ferry  harmonium  was  concerned,  if  they  sent  the  case  to  the  Synod,  they 
hung  up  the  case  for  twelve  months,  and  encouraged  discussion  where  no  discussion 
was  necessary.  He  did  not  agree  with  Dr.  Bruce  in  regard  to  this  question,  because 
he  considered  this  was  the  second  stage  of  the  first  progress.  (Applause  and  laughter.) 
First,  the  hymns;  second,  the  organs;  and  then  liturgies.  (Laughter.)  If  public 
rumour  represented  Dr.  Bruce  rightly,  that  gentleman,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Pan- 
Presbyterian  Council,  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  liturgies  as  our  worship  was 
bald.  A  very  admirable  Presbyterian  mini3ter,\in  answer  to  this  statement,  said 
that  the  worship  was  not  bald,  but  that  if  it  was  bald,  it  would  not  be  improved  by 
putting  a  Prelatical  wig  upon  it.  (Laughter.)  He  hoped  that  this  question  of 
the  harmonium  would  be  silenced  that  day  for  all  time  ;  but  if  it  must  be  renewed, 
that  Assembly  should  give  no  encouragement  to  the  discuseion.    (Applause.) 
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Mr.  G.  W.  THOMSON,  Glasgow,  rose  to  speak,  but  wai  reeeiTed  with  load  eriea 
of  "  Order.**  After  some  diBcnision,  the  Moderator  held  that  as  Dr.  Begg  had  replied 
to  the  debate,  the  diacnssion  was  closed. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  who  was  again  intermpted  with  load  cries  of  "Order,'*  main- 
tained that  those  on  his  side  of  the  house  had  anderstood  that  Dr.  Begg  was 
considering  the  request  to  combine  his  motion  with  that  of  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs. 

Professor  W.  ROBERTSON  SMITH  then  essayed  to  speak  to  the  point  of  order, 
bat  was  received  with  persistent  cries  of  "Order,"  which  preyented  his  remarks 
being  heard.  At  length  he  adyanced  to  the  clerks*  table,  and  addressed  his  remarks 
to  the  Moderator.  Silence  haying  altimately  been  restored,  Professor  Smith  said 
that  as  he  understood  the  matter,  that  although  the  discussion  had  been  ruled  to 
be  closed,  there  still  remained  open  the  question  of  the  manner  in  which  the  yote 
should  be  taken.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  point  Mr.  Thomson  wished  to  nrge 
was  that  there  were  members  of  the  house  who  could  not  yote  on  the  motions  ai 
the/  stood,  unless  with  some  explanation. 

The  MODERATOR  having  ruled  that  the  vote  should  be  taken,  a  division  took 
place  on  the  motion  proposed  by  Sir  Henry  Monereiff  and  that  moved  by  Mr.  Cowan, 
when  the  former  was  carried  by  111  votes  to  51.  A  final  vote  was  then  taken  between 
Sir  Henty  MoncreiflTs  motion  and  Dr.  Begg's,  when  the  latter  was  declared  the  finding 
of  the  house  by  114  votes  to  109. 

Wherefore  the  General  Assembly  sustain  the  dissent  and  complaint,  and  protest 
and  appeal,  aflirm  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery,  and  instruct  the  Presbytery  to 
intimate  this  judgment  to  the  proper  parties,  and  see  that  it  be  duly  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  G.  W.  THOMSON  dissented,  because  the  debate  was  allowed  to  be  closed 
under  a  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  members,  and  because  the  Assembly  seemed 
to  decide  on  matters  that  were  not  debated,  and  which  there  was  no  opportunity 
of  debating. 

Mr.  HENDEB30N,  Crieff,  dissented  on  the  grounds  that  the  judgment  was 
incompetent,  insomuch  that  it  decided  a  question  that  was  not  before  the  Assembly, 
and  because  the  judgment  interfered  with  the  just  right  of  the  Synod,  and  the 
minority  of  the  Presbytery  whose  appeal  was  never  heard  of. 

Dr.  Bruob  and  others  also  dissented. 

TEMPIBANOE. 

Mr.  BANNERMAN,  Perth,  in  submitting  the  Report  (Appendix  XXII.)  of  the 
Temperance  Committee,  said  that  they  were  not  so  favourably  situated  today  as  they 
had  been,  through  the  kindness  of  the  Assembly,  in  former  years.  The  committee 
had  asked  for  a  private  conference  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  and  for  an  evening 
sederunt  for  giving  in  the  report.  They  had  got  neither.  But  it  would  be  most 
unreasonable  to  complain.  They  all  knew  the  weighty  and  anxious  matters  which 
had  weighed  upon  the  heart  of  this  Assembly,  and  occupied  their  time  so  lai^ely. 
They  must  hope  to  be  better  placed  next  year,  and  meantime  make  the  best  of  what 
they  had.  With  this  in  view,  and  in  order  to  make  room  for  others,  he  wonld 
confine  himself  to  two  things,  first,  an  explanation  regarding  the  third  head  in  the 
report,  and  secondly,  a  few  words  about  local  option. 

Last  Assembly  memorialised  Her  Majesty's  Government  against  the  manofactnre 
and  sale  of  opium  by  our  Indian  Government,  to  be  used  for  purposes  of  vicioos 
indulgence,  and  against  the  policy  of  forcing  the  Chinese  to  allow  its  introduction 
into  their  country.  The  matter  was  not  expressly  remitted  to  any  committee.  It 
seemed,  however,  to  fall  naturally  within  the  sphere  of  the  Temperance  Committee, 
and  was  brought  under  their  notice  at  an  early  meeting  by  some  of  the  members  at 
whose  suggestion  last  Assembly  took  action.  The  committee  took  the  step,  on  their 
own  responsibility,  of  calling  the  attention  of  Presbyteries  to  the  subject,  and,  as 
shown  by  the  report,  considerable  interest  had  been  evinced  in  it  throughout  the 
Church.  In  the  circumstances,  the  committee  trusted  that  they  might  be  forgiven 
for  this  irregularity  on  their  part.  They  suggested  that  the  matter  of  the  opinm 
traffic  should  be  now  remitted  by  the  Assembly  either  to  the  Temperance  Committee, 
or,  if  they  prefer  it,  to  a  special  one. 

The  most  important  legislative  event  of  the  past  year,  as  regards  the  interests  of 
temperance,  was  the  passing  of  the  'Mocal  option  *'  resolution.    On  the  18lh  of  Jane 
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last — Watorioo  day,  which  temperanee  refonnen  hailed  as  a  good  omen — Sir  WUMd 
Lawson  carried  his  resolution,  the  terms  of  vhlch  are  gWen  in  the  report,  (p.  1)  by 
a  minority  of  twenty-six.  The  Prime  Minister,  although  Toting  for  the  proTions 
question,  rather  than  the  resolotion  of  Sir  W.  Lawson,  expressed  his  cordial  sympathy 
with  the  principle  embodied  in  it,  snd  indicated  the  intention  of  Gk>yemment  to  take 
an  early  opportunity  to  include  it  in  a  comprehensive  measure  for  the  reform  of  the 
licensing  laws.  The  state  of  public  bosiness,  as  the  Assembly  were  aware,  had  been 
such  as  to  prerent  this  intention  from  being  carried  out  hitherto.  But  they  had 
reason  to  beliere  that  the  attention  of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  the  Home  Secretary 
had  been  earnestly  turned  to  the  subject,  that  they  were  carefully  considering  what 
were  the  best  lines  on  which  such  a  measure  might  be  shaped.  He  would  especially 
ask  the  attention  of  the  house  to  the  statements  at  p.  5f  of  the  report  regarding  the 
intenriew  with  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  regarding  the  interest  shown  by  Presbyteries 
in  this  matter. 

What,  then,  was  "local  option,"  and  how  might  it  best  be  carried  out  in  a 
practical  way  ? 

It  might  be  put  broadly  and  popularly  in  this  way  :  **  local  option,"  in  plain 
English,  meant  **  local  wish,"  the  wish  of  the  neighbourhood.  The  principle  of  local 
option,  therefore,  would  mean  the  principle  that  in  each  locality  the  ratepayers,  or 
some  body  which  fairly  represented  them  in  this  matter,  should  have  the  legal  power 
of  giving  effect  to  the  local  wish  about  the  drink  traffic.  The  local  option  resolution 
of  June  last  certainly  looks  in  the  direction  of  a  n€Sj7af»ve  control,  a  power  of  lessening 
or  suppressing.  It  assumes,  as  the  law  does,  that  the  traffic  is  a  dangerous  one.  that 
iojnrioos  consequences  arise  from  it,  that  there  is  need,  therefore,  of  "restraint"  and 
"protection."  Still  the  principle  of  local  option  in  itself  must  mean  a  power  all 
round,  a  power  to  give  effect  to  the  local  wish  in  every  direction.  Theoretieally, 
therefore,  there  might  be  a  possibility  of  local  option  increasing  the  licenses.  But 
practically  there  would  be  very  little  danger  of  that  result.  For,  in  the  first  place, 
if  something  of  that  kind  did  occur  in  one  or  two  exceptional  eases,  he  believed  that 
it  would  very  soon  cure  itself.  The  result  of  anything  like  free  trade  in  licenses 
would  be  what  it  had  been  in  Liverpool,  for  example,  when  for  a  brief  interval  the 
experiment  was  tried  there.  It  would  bring  such  an  increase  of  rates  and  other  evils 
upon  the  ratepayers,  that  the  false  step  would  very  speedily  be  retraced;  and  mean* 
while  the  responsibility  would  lie  manifestly  upon  the  right  shoulders. 

But^  further,  he  would  not  be  the  least  afraid  of  that  result  ensuing,  if  the  power 
were  once  really  in  the  hands  of  the  intelligent  and  responsible  citizens  in  each 
locality.  He  had  never  been  afraid  that  the  people  of  Scotland  would  put  the  Bible 
out  of  the  common  schools,  when  it  was  proposed  to  put  the  power  to  regulate 
the  religious  instruction  there  unreservedly  into  their  hands  by  means  of  popularly 
elected  school  boards  under  the  Education  Act  of  1872.  We  all  knew  that,  in  point 
of  fact,  tliat  had  never  been  done,  or  even  attempted,  in  one  case  out  of  100  or  600. 
Put  a  similar  power  into  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Scotland  as  regards  the  public 
houses,  and  he  believed  they  would  use  it  as  wisely.  He  was  persuaded  that  not  in 
one  case  out  of  100  would  there  be  an  increase  of  licenses,  that  in  ninety -nine  eases 
out  of  100  there  would  be  the  very  reverse. 

At  the  same  time,  he  would  maintain  all  existing  restrictions  on  the  drink  traffie. 
It  was  most  reasonable  that  we  should  not  lose  any  of  the  ground  already  gained. 
He  was  convinced  that  public  opinion  in  Scotland  was  in  favour  of  a  great  deal  more 
restriction,  certainly  not  of  less.  Ko  one  would  dream,  e.ff.,  of  repealing  the  Forbes 
Mackenzie  Act,  when  Ireland  and  Wales  had  already  followed  our  good  example  in 
that  respect,  and  England  was  striving  to  do  so. 

How,  then,  might  this  principle  of  local  option  be  best  carried  out  ?  There  bad,  of 
course,  been  various  suggestions,  into  which  he  would  not  enter.  The  plan  proposed 
by  the  committee  was  that  of  local  representative  boards,  chosen  by  the  ratepayers 
on  the  same  general  principles ;  there  might  be  modifications  in  details — as  those 
on  which  school  boards  are  elected.  This  plan  had  many  advantages.  All  sections 
of  the  community  would  be  represented.  The  boards  for  the  control  of  the  drink 
traffic  wonld  be  chosen  by  a  straight  vote  for  this  purpose,  as  school  boards  are  for 
another.  They  would  thus  fairly  represent  the  deliberate  wish  of  the  intelligent 
and  responsible  inhabitants  of  the  pariah  or  district  as  to  the  drink  traffic  at  their 
own  doors.     To  such  a  body  Parliament  might  reasonably  be  asked  to  intrust  pretty 
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wide  poven,  to  gire  them  ft  praciicftlly  unlimited  diflcretion  in  the  sphere  committed 
to  them.  The  election  vonld  not  be  embarrassed  by  differences  about  poliUcs, 
roads,  drainage,  or  water,  and  other  saeh  like  questions  which  divide  small  and  latge 
communities.  Then  there  would  be  a  great  saving  of  expense.  The  election  would 
be  once  in  three  years  along  with  that  of  the  school  boards.  The  same  oJQElcials  and 
machinery  would  do.  All  that  would  be  needed  in  addition  would  be  a  second  list 
of  candidates  for  the  Local  Option  Board  and  a  second  ballot  paper. 

Two  points  it  was  important  to  keep  in  Tiew  in  connection  with  this  plan :  (1.) 
To  maintain  all  existing  restrictions.  The  drink  traffic  should  continue  to  be 
marked  "  dangerous,"  not  to  be  carried  on  upon  the  Sabbath ;  drink  not  to  be  sold 
beyond  certain  hours,  nor  to  certain  persons,  &c.  The  yeto^of  the  ''confirming 
committee"  (Publicans'  Certificate  Act,  1876)  should  be  maintained. 

(2.)  To  give  fidl  control  to  the  local  boards  within  those  l{mit8.  The  present 
authorities  have  legal  power,  as  many  think,  to  refuse  any  or  all  licenses.  But 
practically  the  magistrates  renew  all  old  licenses  from  year  to  year  where  no  breach 
of  certificate  has  been  proved.  In  any  new  legislation  this  point  should  be  put 
beyond  doubt. 

Such,  then,  was  the  plan  which  the  committee  had  already  recommended  in  two 
reports,  which  hare  been  approved  by  former  Assemblies.  It  would  be  seen  from 
the  present  report  that  a  very  large  number  of  Presbyteries  had  had  it  under  careful 
consideration  during  the  past  year,  and  had  petitioned  Parliament  in  favour  of  it. 
The  committee  unanimously  recommended  that  this  Assembly  should  also  approve 
of  it,  and  urge  it  upon  the  attention  of  Parliament. 

In  connection  with  this  matter  an  overture,  signed  by  Professor  Thomas  Smith 
and  others,  was  submitted  anent  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  in  railway  carriages. 
The  overture  desired  that  the  Assembly  should  take  into  consideration  the  announce- 
ment made  by  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  his  intention  to 
giant  licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  in  railway  carriages,  and  should 
take  such  action  thereanent  as  they  may  see  cause. 

Professor  THOS.  SMITH  observed  that  Hr.  Gladstone  had  intimated  his  intention 
to  drop  this  matter.  He  was  very  much  pleased  that  this  obviated  the  necessity  of 
the  Assembly's  taking  any  action  upon  the  overture,  but  he  recommended  that  the 
committee  should  watch  over  it     (Agreed.) 

The  following  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Melgle  was  also  taken  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  the  report : — **  Whereas  the  British  nation  has  been  greatly  responsible 
for  the  opium  traffic  in  the  East,  and,  in  connection  with  China  in  particular,  is 
still  associated  with  forcing  in  upon  an  unwilling  Government  that  whidi  has  proved 
most  detrimental  to  the  well-being  of  many  of  its  subjects ;  and  whereas  all  mis- 
sionary Churches  find  this  state  of  things  most  prejudicial  to  the  advancement  of 
the  Gospel:  it  is  humbly  overtured  by  the  Presbytery  of  Heigle  to  the  ensuing 
General  Assembly,  that  they  take  the  premises  into  consideration,  and  adopt  such 
measures,  by  memorial  to  the  British  Government  or  otherwise,  as  may  tend  to  the 
discontinuance  of  the  traffic  as  at  present  conducted." 

Mr.  0.  J.  GUTHBIE,  advocate,  in  rising  to  propose  a  deliverance  on  the  question, 
contrasted  the  condition  of  ancient  Athens  and  modern  Athens  in  reference  to 
sobriety.  In  the  former  a  Scotch  resident  had  told  him  that  she  had  never  aeen  a 
ease  of  drunkenness  during  a  residence  of  thirteen  years.  From  his  experience  at 
the  bar  he  found  that  in  criminal  cases  nine-tenths  of  the  crimes  of  violence  were 
due  to  drink,  and  that  in  civil  cases  a  large  number  of  the  unequal  bargains,  quarrels, 
collisions,  accidents,  and  bankruptcies  which  were  so  fruitful  in  litigation  could  be 
traced  to  the  same  cause.  As  a  member  of  the  Edinburgh  School  Board  and  an 
office-bearer  of  the  Church,  he  also  found  that  drink  was  the  greatest  obstacle  in 
their  way.  He  did  not  sympathise  with  those  who  unreservedly  denounced  the 
apathy  of  the  Church.  Advocates  and  doctors  should  know  a  great  deal  about  the 
effects  of  drink,  and  he  would  like  to  know  how  many  of  them  took  as  much  action 
in  the  matter  as  ministers  did.  Taking  the  relative  proportions  of  total  abstainers 
among  ministers  and  advocates,  the  number  who  should  be  abstainers  among  the 
latter  was  130,  while  in  reality  they  had  not  six.  (Hear,  hear.)  Mr.  Guthrie  then 
proceeded  to  urge  the  necessity  of  temperance  societies  being  established  in  every 
district — isocieties  which  might  be  entirely  on  the  total  abstinence  plan,  or  in  which 
there  might  be  two  divisions— one  for  total  abstainers,  and  the  other  for  those  who 
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wen  ftetirelj  interested  in  the  eaiuM  of  tempenmce,  without  being  total  abstainers. 
He  then  mored  the  following  deliTerance : — The  Assembly  approre  of  the  report, 
and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  especially  to  the  conTener  and  secretary. 
The  Assembly  renew  their  injunction  to  sJl  the  ministers  of  the  Church,  in  addition 
to  appropriate  references  in  their  ordinary  administrations,  to  preach  a  sermon  on  tern- 
peianee  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December,  or  on  either  of  the  two  following  Sabbaths. 
They  recommend  Presbyteries  to  make  suitable  arrangements,  by  exchange  of  pulpits 
or  otherwise,  to  facilitate  the  fulfilment  of  this  injunction,  and  instruct  them  to  report 
to  the  committee.  The  Assembly  rejoice  to  obseire  the  growing  interest  throughout 
the  Church  in  temperance  work,  and  exhort  all  ministers,  sessions,  and  Presbyteries 
to  give  diligence  in  the  use  of  such  means  for  the  adrancement  of  temperance  among 
the  young,  and  in  connection  with  their  congregations  generally,  as  hare  been  ro- 
peatedly  indicated  in  former  deliverances  of  this  house.  The  Assembly  resolve  to 
issne  a  short  pastoral  address  to  their  office-bearers  and  people  upon  intemperance,  to 
be  read  or  referred  to  from  all  the  pulpits  of  the  Church  about  the  time  of  the  New 
Year.  The  Assembly  remit  the  subject  of  the  opium  trade  with  China  to  the  Tem- 
perance Committee,  ei\joining  them  to  watch  over  the  matter,  and  take  suitable 
action  thereanent  in  the  line  of  the  memorial  transmitted  to  Her  Hajesty's  Govern- 
ment by  last  Assembly.  The  Assembly  resolve  also  again  to  petition  Parliament 
in  terms  of  said  memorial.  The  Assembly  express  their  cordial  satisfaction  at  the 
passing  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson's  local  option  resolation,  in  support  of  which  they 
petitioned  Parliament  last  year.  They  are  convinced  that  public  opinion  is  even 
more  ripe  in  this  country  than  in  England  for  the  embodiment  of  this  resolution  in 
practical  legislation.  Having  regard  also  to  the  general  and  concurrent  expregsion 
of  opinion  by  Presbyteries  upon  the  subject,  the  Assembly  resolve  to  petition  Parlia- 
ment to  the  following  effect : — "  (1)  That  a  '  Local  Option '  measure  for  Scotland 
should  be  introduced  into  Parliament  and  passed  ss  soon  as  possible ;  (2)  That,  while 
maintaining  all  existing  restrictions  on  the  drink  traffic.  Parliament  should  entrust 
the  working  of  such  a  measure  to  local  boards,  to  be  elected  for  this  purpose  by  the 
ratepajers  on  the  same  principle  as  school  boards ;  and  (8)  That  within  the  limits 
of  existing  restrictions,  soch  boards  should  have  power  to  determine  all  questions 
regarding  the  number  of  licensed  houses,  hours  of  sale,  &c."  The  Assembly  instruct 
the  committee  to  prepare  petitions  to  Parliament  in  accordance  with  the  above  reso- 
lutions, to  be  subscribed  by  the  Moderator  in  name  of  the  Assembly. 

Professor  BRUCE  stated  that  he  was  a  practical  abstainer,  not  from  any  theory 
on  the  subject,  but  because  it  was  good  for  him  to  be  without  drink.  In  regard  to 
the  matter  of  abstinence  as  a  personal  duty,  he  thought  they  should  consider  it  not 
in  the  light  of  example  merely,  but  in  the  light  of  what  was  safe  for  themselves.  He 
thought  that  professional  men,  from  the  nature  of  their  occupations,  involving  much 
brain  work,  were  more^exposed  to  temptation  than  other  men,  and  therefore  had  need 
to  be  specially  on  their  guard. 

Mr.  CHABLES  COWAN  (elder)  said,  that  while  they  had  much  to  lament  in 
the  still  growing  progress  of  the  drink  traffic  and  the  terrible  curse  it  inflicted  on 
the  country,  there  was  one  redeeming  feature  in  this  connection  that  he  had  to  bring 
before  the  house.  He  referred  to  the  savings  banks  of  this  country,  and  he  urged 
that  it  would  be  very  desirable  to  encourage  the  working  population  to  foster  and 
increase  these  banks.  He  referred  also  to  the  success  of  coffee  taverns  as  a  means 
of  counteracting  the  influence  of  the  liquor  traffic. 

Provost  CAMPBELL,  Qreenock,  said  he  thought  a  considerable  advance  had 
been  made  in  recent  years  in  the  Free  Church  on  this  question.  Their  esteemed 
Moderator,  Dr.  Laughton,  was  an  abstainer  and  president  of  a  temperance  society  in 
connection  with  his  own  cougrcgation.  (Applause.)  Dr.  Andrew  Bonar  and  Mr. 
Boms,  of  Kirkliston,  preceding  Moderators,  had  also  been  abstainers,  and  the  report 
showed  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  ministers  were  abstiuners,  although  some  of 
them,  like  Professor  Bruce,  might  not  have  enrolled  themselves  in  any  society.  He 
thought  the  ministers  were  showing  a  good  example  in  this  respect,  and  he  trusted 
that  the  adrocates  referred  to  by  Mr.  Outhrie  and  others  would  follow  their  example. 
(Applaose.)  In  the  town  of  Greenock  returns  showed  that  out  of  32  clergymen, 
including  the  priests,  19  were  abstainers — 12  being  Presbyterians,  and  6  either 
Methodists,  Congregationallsts,  Baptists,  or  E.  U.'s,  and  1  was  a  Roman  Catholic 
prieat    Soch  an  example  he  was  sure  would  result  in  good  to  the  community. 
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(Applaase.)    He  was  glad  to  observe  that  the  nnmben  of  temperance  societiea  and 
bands  of  hope  in  connection  with  congregationa  continued  to  increase. 

Reference  had  been  made  hy  Mr.  Guthrie  to  the  fact  that  in  the  congregation  to 
which  he  belonged  two  temperance  societies  had  been  formed— one  on  abstinence 
principles,  the  other  on  moderate  principles,  as  in  the  Church  of  England.  He 
(Provost  Campbell)  doubted  whether  that  was  the  best  method  of  promoting  the 
cause  of  temperance.  He  knew  one  congregation  where  it  was  tried,  and  it  was  fonnd 
that  the  moderate  society  had  an  evil  influence  on  the  other.  It  made  distinctions 
of  classes,  and  caused  members  to  change  too  often  from  one  side  to  the  other;  and, 
like  Pharaoh's  lean  kine,  the  moderate  society  swallowed  up  the  other.  (Hear,  hear.) 
The  minister  of  the  congregation  found  it  the  better  plan  to  discontinue  the  moderate 
society  and  to  revert  to  the  total  abstinence  society  alone,  and  it  had  sncceeded  much 
better.  (Applause.)  It  was  his  opinion  that,  although  the  numbers  might  be  fewer, 
yet,  like  Gideon's  800,  the  total  abstinence  society  would  be  more  efiective  for  good. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

He  thoroughly  approved  of  the  recommendation  in  favour  of  local  option.  Ko 
license  should  be  placed  in  a  neighbourhood  against  the  will  of  the  people.  They 
had  been  acting  on  this  principle  for  some  time  in  Greenock,  and  had  refused  to 
plant  down  licenses  against  the  wish  of  the  inhabitants.  (Applause.)  They  were 
at  present  improving  the  older  parts  of  Greenock  at  a  large  cost  (about  £150,000), 
and  in  buying  up  old  houses  to  take  them  down  the  Corporation  had  to  pay  for 
several  licenses  in  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  property.  Mr.  Cunningham,  C.E.,  of 
Edinburgh,  was  the  arbiter  appointed  to  fix  the  compensation  to  be  given  for  the 
properties  displaced,  and  he  did  so,  and  where  licenses  existed  and  a  lease  for  more 
than  a  year  was  held  by  the  tenant  he  allowed  compensation.  It  varied  in  amount, 
but  the  average  was  not  less  than  £500  for  each  license.  The  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration, he  was  glad  to  say,  preferred  to  pay  the  compensation  rather  than  spread 
these  licenses  over  other  districts  of  the  town.  (Applause.)  In  this  they  were  backed 
up  by  public  opinion,  and  he  was  sure  it  would  be  found  in  the  long  run  that  it  was 
better  to  pay  a  little  more  and  extinguish  the  licenses  than  to  place  them  where  they 
were  likely  to  produce  further  mischief.  Since  he  became  Provost  the  licenses  had 
been  reduced  from  240  to  224,  being  a  diminution  of  16.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Banner- 
man  suggested  that  local  option  should  be  carried  out  by  a  board  elected  like  the 
School  Board.  He  quite  approved  of  the  suggestion,  provided  the  ordinary  consti- 
tutional rule  of  each  elector  having  only  one  vote  was  to  be  carried  out.  He  believed 
the  cumulative  system  of  voting  to  be  inconvenient  and  unconstitutional,  and  should 
not  be  extended.    (Applause.) 

After  some  remarks  by  Dr.  ELDER  and  Mr.  M'MICKING  (elder),  the  deliver- 
ance was  adopted  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee, 
especially  to  the  convener  and  secretary. 

"  The  Assembly  renew  their  injunctions  to  all  the  ministers  of  the  Chnrch,  in 
addition  to  appropriate  references  in  their  ordinary  ministrations,  to  preach  a  sermon 
on  temperance  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December,  or  on  either  of  the  two  following 
Sabbaths.  They  recommend  Presbyteries  to  make  suitable  arrangements,  by 
exchange  of  pulpits  or  otherwise,  to  facilitate  the  fulfilment  of  this  injunction,  and 
instruct  them  to  report  to  the  committee. 

"  The  Assembly  rejoice  to  observe  the  growing  interest  throughout  the  Chnreh 
in  temperance  work,  and  exhort  all  ministers,  sessions,  and  Presbyteries  to  give 
diligence  in  the  use  of  such  means  for  the  advancement  of  temperance  among  the 
yonng,  and  in  connection  with  their  congregations  generally,  as  have  been  repeatedly 
indicated  in  former  deliverances  of  this  house. 

"  The  Assembly  resolve  to  issue  a  short  pastoral  address'  to  their  office-bearers 
and  people  upon  intemperance,  to  be  read  or  referred  to  from  all  the  pulpits  of  the 
Church,  about  the  time  of  the  New  Tear. 

"  The  Assembly  remit  the  subject  of  the  opium  trade  with  China  to  the  Temper- 
ance Committee,  enjoining  them  to  watch  over  the  matter,  and  take  suitable  action 
thereanent  in  the  line  of  the  memorial  transmitted  to  Her  Majesty's  Government  by 
last  Assembly.  The  Assembly  resolve  also  again  to  petition  Parliament  in  terms  of 
said  memorial. 

«  The  Assembly  express  their  cordial  satisfaetion  at  the  passing  of  Sir  W.  Law 
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m'i  loeil  opIioB  resolation,  in  sapport  of  which  they  petitioned  Parliament  last 
jmi.  Thuj  an  conTineed  that  public  opiDion  is  even  more  ripe  in  this  country 
j^  Iba  in  Engilaiid  for  the  embodiment  of  this  resolution  in  practical  legislation. 
I  flbfing  TCgurd  also  to  the  general  and  concurrent  expression  of  opinion  by  presby- 
■  Mcs  ipoB  thia  snbject,  the  Assembly  resolve  to  petition  Parliament  to  the  following 
'  Aet  I—*  1.  Thai  a  *'  Local  Option  "  measure  for  Scotland  should  be  introduced  into 
;  llBliaBeBti  and  passed  aa  soon  as  possible ;  2.  That  while  maintaining  all  existing 
on  the  drink  traffic,  Parliament  should  entrust  the  working  of  such  a 
to  loeal  boards,  to  be  elected  for  this  purpose  by  the  ratepayers  on  the  same 
i  idieiple  aa  sdiool  boards ;  8.  That  within  the  limits  of  existing  restrictions,  such 
I  kwb  ahonld  hare  power  to  determine  all  questions  regarding  the  number  oi 
r  iNMsd  honaeay  honia  of  sale,  &c.' 

\  "The  Aasembly  instruct  the  committee  to  prepare  petitions  to  Parliament,  in 
I  MMdanee  with  the  above  resolutions,  to  be  subscribed  by  the  Moderator  in  name 
I  iftke  Aaaemblj. 

*With  referenee  to  an  overture  from  members  of  the  house  on  the  subject  of 
iHasing  railway  carriages  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks,  the  Assembly  are  glad 
tlkaim  that  the  proposal  has  been  abandoned.  They  remit  the  overture  to  the 
(h«iiltUic  on  Temperance,  with  authority  to  petition,  in  name  of  the  Assembly, 
^liiHl  the  proposal,  in  the  event  of  its  being  revived." 

ICABBIAOB  WITH  A   DEOSABED  WIF£*S  SISTEB. 

Priudpal  BAINT  said  that  Professor  Gandlish,  who  was  not  very  well,  had  asked 
Ub  to  aabmit  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Marriage  Affinity  Bill.  (Ap- 
fMdiz  XXYI.) 

The  report  waa  adopted,  and  the  committee  reappointed. 

PUBUOATIONS. 

Mr.  J.  O.  CUKNINQHAM  gave  in  the  report  of  the  Publications  Committee. 
h  this  it  was  stated  that  the  facts  which  the  committee  is  called  upou  to  submit  in 
Ihb  awT^^i^^*  report  ate  few,  but  they  are,  on  the  whole,  such  as  may  be  recorded 
Vitk  thankfulness.  The  eircnlation  of  the  "  Monthly  Record "  has  increased  from 
#8,000  last  year  to  47,000  at  this  date;  the  ''Children's  Record"  has  now  a  circula- 
Hm  of  78,000,  being  2000  per  month  more  than  ut  this  time  last  jear;  and  the 
'Gaelic  Record"  is  distributed  to  the  amount  of  about  2000  copies  quarterly,  a  part 
if  thia  distribution  being,  however,  gratuitous. 

Dr.  ADAM,  Glasgow,  moved  the  adoption  of  the  report,  and  that  contributions, 
to  he  acknowledged  in  the  "Record,"  be  received  on  or  before  the  10  th  of  the  pre* 
aiding  month,  instead  of  the  15th,  as  hitherto. 

The  Assembly  receive  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and 
ayeially  to  the  convener,  and,  looking  to  the  recommendation  made  in  the  last 
iBiagimph  of  the  report,  the  Assembly  resolve  to  communicate  with  treasurers  as  to 
Whether  the  general  treasurer  shall  be  required  to  acknowledge  contributions  received 
\f  him  on  a  later  day  than  the  10th  of  the  preceding  month. 

The  Assembly  remit  to  the  committee  to  consider  the  need  and  propriety  of 
a  monthly  penny  periodical,  dealing  with  reli»j;ious  and  social  questions. 

THE  AROTLE  CHURCH  CASE. 

The  Assembly  proceeded  with  the  report  of  the  special  committee  on  the  Argyle 
Chireh  ease.  It  stated  that,  aficr  full  investigation  aud  duly  considering  the 
caM  as  brought  up  by  appeal,  the  committee  unanimously  resolved  to  recommend 
Ihatthe  following  should  be  the  deliverance  of  the  Assembly : — "  Dismiss  the  protest 
iad  appeal,  and  affirm  in  substance  the  judgment  of  the  Presbytery ;  but,  further, 
lad  that  there  were  some  circumstances  in  the  case  which  not  unnaturally  awakened 
a  painfal  soapicion  in  the  minds  of  the  mei&bers  of  the  deacons'  court  as  to  the 
^iifset  atiaightftyrwardness  of  Mr.  Campbell  in  his  intromissions  with  them ;  and 
that,  while  thej  appear  to  have  been  too  precipitate  in  bringing  a  grave  moral 
tlwiie  against  him  before  the  Preabytery,  this  may  in  part  be  accounted  for  by  the 


248  KBTURNS  TO  OVERTURES. 

peculiar  and  miBatUfactorj  way  in  which  the  many  transactions  inToWed  in  this  case 
were  managed,  and  especially  by  the  discrepancy  between  the  recolleotion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  present  and  former  treasarers  of  the  congregation 
on  the  other,  as  to  what  passed  between  them  in  reference  to  the  incressed  grant 
from  the  Highland  committee.  The  General  Assembly  are  glad  to  find  that»  after 
careful  inTestigatlon,  Mr.  Campbell  has  been  cleared  of  the  grare  moral  oflfence  with 
which  he  was  charged,  and  that  the  only  thing  for  which  he  is  to  be  blamed  is  a 
want  of  delicacy  and  caution  in  pecuniary  traneactions.  This  was  shown,  for  example, 
in  his  communicating  the  fact  of  the  increased  grant  to  the  former  treasurer  alone, 
and  arranging  with  him,  and  not,  as  he  ought  to  have  done,  with  the  deacons'  court, 
what  proportion  of  the  grant  was  to  be  glren  to  the  missionaiy.  The  General 
Assembly  regard  this  as  an  instance  of  culpable  imprudence,  inconsistent  with  a 
due  regard  to  the  importance  of  proyiding  tMngs  honest  in  the  sight  of  men,  and 
being  careful  to  gi?e  none  offence  in  anything,  that  the  ministry  be  not  blamed. 
They  trust  that  Mr.  Campbell,  who  has  expressed  his  deep  regret  for  this  imprudence, 
will  be  much  more  careful  in  the  time  to  come.  The  General  Assembly  would 
desire,  at  the  same  time,  affectionately  to  urge  the  office-bearers  of  Argyle  Church 
to  judge  more  charitably  of  their  minister,  to  giro  him  their  full  confidence  now  that 
misunderstanding^  haye  been  cleared  op,  to  co-operate  with  him  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  strengthen  his  hands  by  prayer."  Parties  were  then  called  in,  and  the 
finding  read  to  them.  Keither  party,  howcTcr,  acquiesced  in  this  finding,  so  that 
the  committee,  feeling  that  they  had  exhausted  erery  means  in  their  power  to  bring 
about  a  common  understanding,  have  no  altematire  but  to  leave  both  parties  to 
plead  their  cause  at  the  bar  of  the  Assembly. 

As  it  appears  that  parlies  did  not  acquiesce  in  the  recommendations  of  the 
committee,  parties  were  called :  and  the  Assembly,  with  consent  of  parties,  resolve 
to  send  down  a  special  commission*from  the  Assembly  to  visit  the  Argyle  Chnrch 
congregation,  and  to  inquire  into  all  matters  which  appear  to  them  to  be  causing 
dispute  and  division  in  the  congregation,  and  to  report  to  the  standing  commission 
of  Assembly  at  any  stated  diet ;  and  the  Assembly  authorise  the  commission  to 
dispose  of  the  case.  The  Assembly  resolve  to  name  the  special  commission  at  a 
future  diet. 

FOPXBT. 

In  connection  with  an  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee,  craving  the 
Assembly  to  appoint  a  special  committee,  whose  special  function  it  shall  be  to  watch 
the  progress  of  Popery  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  the  various  colonies  of  the 
British  empire  and  elsewhere,  and  prepare  reports  to  be  submitted  to  each  Assembly, 
or  as  often  as  the  circumstances  may  seem  to  require. 

Principal  BAINY  explained  that  the  member  who  had  to  do  with  the  overture 
had  been  obliged  to  leave  the  Assembly,  and  that  in  conversation  with  him  he 
(Principal  Rainy)  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  subject  could  not  be  advan- 
tageously brought  before  the  Assembly  this  year. 

(Agreed.) 

BSTUBKB  TO  OVXBTUBES. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  Crieff,  read  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  Class  Returns 
to  Overtures.  He  said  there  was  only  one  overture  sent  down  to  Presbyteries  by 
last  Gkneral  Assembly,  that  anent  students'  certificates.  Of  that  overture  forty 
Presbyteries  had  approved  simpliciUr,  twenty -two  had  disapproved,  or  not  approved 
simpliciter,  and  fifteen  had  made  no  returns.  It  thus  appeared  that  a  majority  of 
the  Presbyteries  of  the  Church  had  approved  timpliciter  of  the  overture,  and  he 
moved  that  it  be  passed  into  a  standing  law  of  the  Church. 

"  The  General  Assembly,  with  consent  of  a  majority  of  Presbyteries,  enact  and 
ordain  that,  in  place  of  the  second  particular  of  section  22,  Act  IX.,  1860,  the 
following  rule  shall  be  substituted,  viz. : — 

« Every  student  about  to  enter  the  Divinity  Hall  for  the  first  time  shall  be 
examined  upon  his  previous  course  of  study,  by  a  board  of  examiners  appointed  by 
the  General  Assembly,  and  shall  produce  a  certificate  of  his  having  passed  that 
examination  satisfactorily  to  the  professor  or  professors  under  whom  he  desires  to 
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stody,  before  hia  enrolment  aa  a  regular  student  in  the  elaas  of  said  profeaaon  ahall 
be  eompetent " 

8T8TIICAXIC  OIVIHa 

Principal  RAINT  moTed,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ferguson  of  Elnmandj,  that  the 
Systematic  Giving  Committee  should  be  reappointed,  with  Mr.  Fergoson  as  conveuer, 
and  with  power  to  add  to  their  number,  and  that  they  instruct  the  ministers  to  keep 
the  subject  before  their  people.    The  resolution  was  adopted. 

OONTAOIOUS  lilBEASSS  A0T8. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  QOBDON,  Parkhill,  the  Assembly  resolved  to  renew  their 
condemnation  of  the  Contagions  Diseases  Acts,  and  to  petition  against  them,  and 
also  to  renew  their  recommendation  to  kirk-sessions,  &c.,  to  inform  themseWes 
regarding  the  matter,  and,  so  far  as  practicable,  to  bring  tlie  subject  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  people.  In  connection  with  this  subject,  Mr.  Gordon  also  supported 
an  oTertnre  from  the  Presbytery  of  Ellon,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Assembly, 
which  stated  that  whereas  it  has  been  proved  by  careful  inquiry  made  as  to  the  truth 
of  the  alleged  facts,  as  well  as  by  a  criminal  trial  which  lately  took  place  in  Brussels, 
that  there  exists  a  regular  organised  system  for  the  abduction  from  this  country  to 
the  Continent  (chiefly  Belgium),  and  then  detaining  against  their  will,  young  girls, 
being  British  subjects,  for  the  yilest  of  purposes,  the  €kneral  Assembly  shall 
memorialise  Her  Majesty's  Government  that  such  steps  be  taken  as  shall  in  the 
future  effectually  prevent  the  further  carrying  on  of  such  illegal  traffic  between  this 
country  and  the  Continent,  as  well  as  secure  the  instant  liberation  of  all  such  young 
persona  who  may  be  presently  detained  in  bondage. 

The  Assembly  receive  the  above  verbal  report,  thank  the  committee,  and 
especially  the  convener,  renew  their  condemnation  of  the  Contagious  Diseases 
(Women)  Acts ;  resolve  to  petition  against  them,  and  authorise  the  Moderator  to 
sign  such  a  petition  in  their  name ;  reappoint  the  committeci  adding  the  name  of 
John  Gordon  Cumming  Skene,  Esq.  of  Parkhill ;  Mr.  Ferguson,  convener ;  renew 
their  recommendation  to  ministers  and  sessions  to  folly  inform  themselves,  and,  as 
far  as  pncticable,  to  inform  their  people  regarding  these  Acts,  so  that  a  right  public 
opinion  may  be  formed,  and  all  lawful  and  constitutional  steps  taken  for  their 
speedy  and  complete  repeal ;  and  authorise  the  committee  to  appeal  to  the  Church 
for  funds  to  carry  out  these  recommendations. 

It  was  remitted  to  the  committee  to  prepare  a  petition. 

UTHOD  OF  TAXING  XVIDSNOB. 

An  overture  from  the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton,  desiring  the  Assembly  to  pass 
an  Act  making  it  lawful  to  take  down  by  a  shorthand  writer  evidence  given  in  the 
Church  courts,  was  remitted  to  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee. 

HOME  AND  VOBEION  MISSION  BETUBNB. 

There  was  next  submitted  an  overture  from  the  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr, 
setting  forth  that  as  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  full  information  should  be 
given  as  to  all  the  sums  raised  by  congregations  for  home  and  foreign  mission 
objects,  and  as  in  the  annual  congregational  returns  there  were  no  separate  columns 
for  the  contributions  for  local  mission  work,  the  Church  Extension  and  Building 
Fond,  &c,  the  Synod  requested  the  Assembly  to  give  such  instructions  to  the  Finance 
Conunittee  as  would  secure  that  full  returns  be  given,  under  separate  appropriate 
headings,  of  all  the  sums  raised  by  separate  congregations  for  home  and  foreign 
miasion  objects.     The  overture  was  remitted  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

OOKOREOATIOXIAL  BOOKS. 

There  was  remitted  to  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee  an  overture  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Aberlour,  to  the  efiect  that  the  Assembly  should  devise  means  for 
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the  more  secare  preseiraiion  of  the  completed  manascript  books  containing  the 
records  of  the  congregational  coarU,  as  also  the  congregational  sets  of  Assembly 
Blue-Books. 

Dr.  WILSON  stated  that  a  good  deal  of  the  confusion  in  regard  to  these  books 
arose  from  the  minister  who  recelyed  the  books  regarding  them  as  his  own  pro- 
perty. He  thought  it  should  be  made  known  that  these  books  belonged  to  the 
deacons'  conrta. 

PASTORAL  AODBESa. 

On  application  from  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Obserrance,  to  whom  the 
Assembly,  at  a  former  diet,  remitted  to  prepare  a  form  of  pastoral  address  for  adop- 
tion by  the  Assembly,  the  Assembly  now  remit  to  the  committee  to  prepare  such 
address,  and  authorise  the  Moderator  to  sign  and  issue  it  in  name  of  the  Assembly. 

DEATH  OF  DB.  MAIN. 

The  Assembly  appoint  the  following  committee  to  prepare  a  suitable  minute  in 
reference  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Main — viz.,  Dr.  H.  Bonar,  Dr.  Begg,  Dr.  A.  S.  Patter- 
son, Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  ministers ;  Colonel  Young  and  Mr  D.  Maclagan,  elders — 
Colonel  Young  to  be  convener. 

STNOD  RSCOBD& 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Synod  Records,  and 
Records  of  Standing  Committees,  which  were  given  in  by  Mr.  Melville,  the  convener. 
In  accordance  with  the  report,  the  Assembly  hereby  attests  the  records  of  the  Synods 
of  Lothian  and  Tweed  dale,  Merse  and  Teviotdale,  Dumfries,  Galloway,  Glasgow  and 
Ayr,  Argjll,  Perth  and  Stirling,  Fife,  Angus  and  Meams,  Aberdeen,  Moray,  Ross, 
Sutherland  and  Caithness,  and  Glenelg,  and  that  of  the  Presbytery  of  Orkney ;  also 
the  minute  books  of  the  Committees  on  the  Sustentation  Fund,  Distribution  of  Pro- 
bationers, Education,  Finance,  Sabbath  Observance,  College,  Foreign  Missions, 
Highlands  and  Islands,  Equal  Dividend  Platform,  State  of  Religion  and  Morals, 
Colonial,  Continental,  Assembly  Arrangements,  Home  MisBion,  Temperance,  Jews' 
Conversion,  Church  and  Manse  Building,  and  Publications,  are  accurately  and  neatly 
kept,  and  thoroughly  correct  in  substance. 

The  Assembly  hereby  attest  the  minute  books  of  the  Financial  Boards  of  Glas- 
gow and  Aberdeen  Colleges,  and  of  the  Commission  of  Assembly,  as  accurately  and 
neatly  kept,  and  correct  in  substance ;  but  they  recommend  that  the  remarks  of 
visitors  be  sent  down  for  the  information  of  the  clerks. 

The  Assembly  hereby  attest  the  minute  book  of  the  Examination  Board,  and  the 
Record  of  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland,  as  on  the  whole  accurately  and  neatly  kept, 
and  correct  in  substance;  but  they  call  attention  to  the  &ct  that,  in  the  minute  book 
of  the  Examination  Board,  printed  matter  is  in  several  places  inserted  as  pari  of  the 
record ;  and  that  the  Presbytery  of  Shetland  has  recorded,  without  remark,  an  irre- 
gularity occurring  in  certain  congregations — ^via.,  that  a  aingle  annual  collection  is 
made  for  the  missionary  purposes  of  the  Church,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  divided 
among  the  several  schemes. 

The  Assembly  record  their  disapproval  of  the  division  of  a  collection  among 
various  schemes. 

The  Assembly  find  that  the  minute  books  of  the  Committees  on  Nomination  of 
Standing  Committees,  Election  of  Professors,  and  Pre-Diamption  Ministers*  Fond, 
aud  of  the  Financial  Board  of  the  New  College,  Sdinbnrgh,  as  also  the  reeords  of 
Presbyteries  abroad,  have  not  been  produced. 

KIUIDTB  BASTKB. 

The  Assembly  took  up  a  petition  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Free  Chwrefa, 
KUmnlr  Eaater,  craving  the  Assembly  to  recommend  the  Chnxch  Exienaion  Building 
Committee  to  glre  a  grant  for  the  bailding  of  their  chorch. 

Mr.  FRASEB  appeared  insappoit  of  the  petition. 
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The  Aaaembly  decline  granting  the  pnjer  of  the  petition,  npon  the  ground  thai 
the  ease  does  not  eome  under  the  regnlations  of  the  Church  Exteneion  Building 
Fond,  and  ezpreaa  the  hope  that  by  means  of  a  debt  extinction  echeme,  or  otherwise, 
the  congregation  may  be  relieved  of  part  of  its  burden. 

The  Assembly  now  adjoam,  to  meet  again  on  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock ; 
whereof  public  intimation  having  been  given,  this  sederunt  was  closed  with  prayer. 


MONDAY,  MAY  80. 

The  General  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  to-day  at  ten  o'clock — Rev.  Dr. 
Laughton,  Moderator. 

THX  BBOUOHTT  FEBBT  HASUOKIUU  CASK. 

After  the  minutes  of  Saturday's  sederunt  had  been  read, 

Mr.  JAMES  EWING,  Dundee,  said— I  would  like  to  ask  a  question  affecting 
my  rights  as  a  member  of  this  Assembly.  I  feel  that  an  injustice  has  been  done  to 
me  as  a  member  of  this  house,  and  as  a  member  of  one  of  her  Presbyteries,  by  the 
extraordinary  decision  come  to  on  Saturday  affirming  the  sentence  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Dundee  in  the  case  of  St.  Luke's  Church,  Broughty  Ferry.  I  with  some  others  of 
my  brethren  dissented  from  that  sentence  and  complained  to  the  Synod,  and  it  was 
our  dissent  and  complaint  that  brought  the  Presbytery  to  the  bar  of  the  Synod.  The 
Synod,  on  hearing  the  papers  in  the  case  read,  resolved  to  send  the  case  back  to  the 
Presbytery  on  the  ground  of  a  supposed  irregularity,  and  would  hear  neither  the 
eomplainers  nor  the  Presbytery.  The  Presbytery  appealed  to  the  Assembly  on  this 
point  of  form  that  had  been  started  ;  but  the  eomplainers  took  no  action,  not  feeling 
any  special  interest  how  it  might  be  settled,  counting  confidently  that  whatever  the 
decision  of  the  Assembly  might  be,  their  rights  would  be  reserved,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity afforded  of  arguing  the  question  before  the  Synod,  and,  if  need  be,  before  the 
Qeneral  Assembly.  The  existence  of  the  eomplainers  in  the  case  seems  to  have  been 
forgotten  by  Dr.  Begg  in  the  motion  he  proposed,  and  which  was  carried — ^and  if 
not  forgotten,  practically  ignored.  The  Assembly  was  asked  by  him  to  take  up  a 
matter  which  was  not  before  it,  at  lea«t  in  a  regular  and  constitutional  way.  The 
Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams  was  superseded,  and  the  rights  of  the  minority  of  the 
I^bytery  of  Dundee  utterly  disregarded  and  trampled  on.  Kow,  the  question  I 
have  to  aik  is — Whether  1  should  not  be  allowed  to  record  a  protest  against  this 
manifest  and  most  wanton  invasion  of  my  own  rights  and  those  of  my  fellow  dissen- 
tients in  the  Presbytery  of  Dundee  ?  It  must  be  in  the  exercise  of  the  "  reserved 
power "  in  the  Church  that  the  decision  of  which  I  complain  was  proposed  and 
adopted,  though  Dr.  Begg  did  not  attempt  to  show  that  an  emergency  had  arisen 
demanding  its  exercise.  But  if  this  is  the  way  in  which  this  "  reserved  power  "  is 
to  be  exercised  by  Dr.  Begg  and  his  followers,  there  will  soon  be  a  widespread  and 
strong  desire  to  go  back  to  the  old  rule  of  law,  order,  and  justice. 

Dr.  BEGG — I  do  not  see  how  such  a  permission  can  be  granted  at  this  stage. 
There  was  a  dissent  taken,  which  Mr.  Ewing  might  have  adhered  to.  It  was  found 
by  a  minority  of  the  Assembly  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  send  this  case  back  for 
discussion  to  the  Synod.  When  the  Synod  had  the  case  before  them  they  declined 
to  enter  into  the  merits,  and  quashed  the  question  by  a  summary  judgment.  I  know 
that  in  the  inferior  court  Mr.  Ewing  argued  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of  instru- 
mental music ;  but  I  piesume  the  object  of  the  Assembly  was  to  prevent  that  ques- 
tion from  being  summarily  introduced  into  the  Church  Courts.  If  men  chose  to  in* 
troduce  it  on  their  own  responsibility,  good  and  well ;  but  I  do  not  think  this  protest 
should  be  allowed  now,  after  the  judgment  of  the  Assembly  has  passed.  Although 
Mr.  Ewing  was  at  the  bar  he  had  the  right  to  dissent ;  and  it  would  introduce  the 
utmost  confusion  if  we  are  at  this  subsequent  stage  to  allow  protests  to  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Principal  RAIN  Y^-Mr.  Ewing  was  not  at  the  bar,  although  he  was  in  the  inferior 
court,  for  he  did  not  consider  himself  directly  interested  in  the  question  as  it  came 
up  to  the  Assembly,  and  what  he  says  is,  that  he  was  not  heard  at  the  Synod,  nor  yet 
at  the  Aaaembly,  on  behalf  of  the  minority  of  the  Presby  teiy  of  Dundee.     Mr.  Ewing 
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could  not  dUsent,  and  he  wants  to  know  how  he  can  place  something  on  record  to 
indicate  his  position.    I  do  not  know  how  that  can  be  done. 

Mr.  ISDALE,  Glasgow  (elder)~Mr.  Ewing  and  some  other  members  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Dundee  may  have  been  subjected  to  some  hardship ;  but  I  suppose  the 
standing  order  in  such  a  matter  is,  that  if  parties  do  not  take  a  dissent  at  the  time  a 
decision  is  come  to,  or  adhere  to  the  dissent  taken  by  others,  it  is  not  competent  for 
them  to  come  forward  and  enter  a  protest. 

Principal  BAINY — I  apprehend  the  answer  of  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  will 
be,  that  since  Mr.  Ewing  and  his  friends  at  the  bar  of  the  Synod  did  not  dissent 
and  appeal  against  the  sentence  of  the  Synod  sending  the  case  back  to  the  Pres- 
bytery without  hearing  parties,  because  they  thought  the  judgment  was  in  their 
favour,  they  did  so  at  their  own  risk,  and  cannot  be  allowed  to  protest  now.  (Hear, 
hear.) 

Mr.  EWING  said  he  was  satisfied  with  having  brought  up  the  question,  and 
it  was  then  allowed  to  drop. 

THE  HTMNJUL 

Mr.  ISDALE,  Glasgow,  gave  in  answers  to  the  dissents  taken  by  Dr.  Begg  and 
others  to  the  Assembly's  adoption  of  the  HymnaL 

THB  PABLIAHENTABT  OATH. 

Dr.  BEQG  gave  notice  that  when  the  Parliamentary  Oaths  Bill  was  before  the 
house,  he  would  move — *'  That  the  Assembly  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
against  any  such  alteration  on  the  existing  constitution  of  the  country  as  to  allow 
an  avowed-atheist  to  sit  as  a  member  of  Parliament.'' 

AGED  AND  INFIBM  HINISTEB&*  FUND. 

Dr.  WILSON  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  on  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund.  (Appendix  I.  D.)  In  doing  so,  he  said  he  was 
exceedingly  glad  that  so  many  legacies  available  for  distribution  had  been  given  last 
year  to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  because  it  would  enable  that  General 
Assembly  to  receive  and  admit  all  the  applications  that  came  up  to  the  Assembly 
to  become  beneficiaries.  No  doubt  if  they  were  to  follow  very  rigidly  the  rule  that 
one-tenth  of  the  funds  should  only  be  allocated  in  the  shape  of  grants,  they  would 
not  be  able  to  accomplish  this,  but  looking  to  the  great  pressure  and  necessity  of 
cases  brought  forward,  and  looking  upon  the  increase  of  capitalised  revenue  and  to 
the  sum  available  for  legacies  this  year,  he  thought  it  safe  enough  that  the  grants 
which  were  applied  for  should  be  given  by  the  Assembly.  It  was  important,  how- 
ever, that  the  members  of  Assembly  should  keep  in  view  that  every  successive  year 
every  application  for  grants  involve,  if  given,  responsibilities  to  the  extent  of  about 
double  the  amount  of  the  g^nts  that  had  ceased  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
beneficiaries.  This  year  they  had  applications  for  grants  well-nigh  on  to  £1000, 
and  the  grants  that  had  ceased  just  amounted  to  £500.  That  had  been  the  case  for 
two  or  three  successive  years,  and  it  was  evident  that  unless  they  received  a  large 
amount  in  the  shape  of  donations  and  legacies  from  year  to  year,  the  present  state 
of  things  must  very  soon  come  to  an  end.  It  was  a  somewhat  reniarkable  thing 
that,  looking  to  the  applications  for  grants  from  the  fond,  about  one-ninth  of  the 
whole  ministers  of  the  Free  Church  were  now  in  the  position  of  being  connected 
with  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund.  This  was  a  rather  alarming  state  of 
things.  He  considered  that  in  consequence  of  the  peculiar  history  of  the  Free 
Church  this  state  of  things  would  not  long  continue,  because  at  the  time  of  the  Dis- 
ruption, and  for  a  year  or  two  afterwards,  the  settlements  were  so  very  numerous, 
and  the  ministers  then  settled  being  very  nearly  contemporary,  they  had  a  laiger 
number  of  aged  ministers  than  the  average  in  the  future  was  likely  to  be.  He 
anticipated  that  in  a  very  short  time  this  anomalous  state  of  things  would  dis- 
continue, and  they  would  be  able  to  estimate  the  probable  number  of  applications 
that  would  be  made  on  the  fund.  It  was  safe  they  should  give  all  the  grants  applied 
for  this  Assembly,  leaving  it  over  to  next  Assembly  to  determine  whether  any  re- 
striction shonld  be  imposed.  They  mnst,  in  seeking  to  relieve  all  eases,  only  relieve 
them  to  such  an  extent  as  not  to  affect  the  capital  fond. 
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Mr.  M'MICKING  (elder),  Glasgow,  thought  Dr.  Wilson  took  a  more  gloomy  yiew 
of  this  fund  than  the  circumstances  warranted.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  treating 
money  inyested  as  money  capitalised.  It  was  a  very  wrong  thing  to  treat  reyenue 
as  capital. 

Dr.  WILSON— I  don't  do  it. 

Mr.  M'MICKING  was  glad  he  disclaimed  it  There  was  not  the  fear  that  Dr. 
Wilson  entertained  of  the  fond  being  osed  up  too  rapidly.  It  was  a  mistake  to  with- 
hold from  the  living  ministry  of  the  Church,  and  provide  for  a  future  ministry. 
(Hear,  hear.)  He  hoped  no  Presbytery  would  be  deterred  from  coming  forward  with 
any  proper  claim  in  the  fear  that  it  could  not  be  met    (Applause.) 

The  Assembly  approved  of  the  report 

OSNBBAL  TBUSTKES. 

Mr.  MACLAQAN,  Edinburgh  (elder),  in  absence  of  Sheriff  Campbell,  and  by 
request  of  the  general  trustees,  laid  the  states  of  the  trustees  of  the  Church  on  the 
table.  He  had  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Cowan,  the  law  agent,  to  whom  in  many 
ways  the  Church  lies  under  great  obligation,  to  point  out  the  very  gratifying  fact  that 
whilst  in  1852,  thirty  years  ago,  the  amount  of  their  invested  funds  was  jCI  8,210,  in 
the  document  now  laid  on  the  table  the  funds  were  £584,086,  being  considerably 
upwards  of  half  a  million.  (Applause.)  Without  any  desire  to  lay  undue  stress  on 
a  mere  question  of  money,  there  is  here  cause  of  much  thankfulness  to  God  and 
confidence  in  our  people.  Mr.  Maclagan  further  intimated  that  the  well-knoirn 
portrait  of  the  late  Dr.  Andrew  Thomson,  of  St  GeorgeV,  Edinburgh,  had  found  a 
natural  and  suitable  place  among  the  possessions  of  the  Free  Church.  Some  years 
ago,  throngh  the  kindness  of  friends,  and  with  the  entire  consent  of  Dr.  Thomson's 
family,  the  portrait  was  secured  for  the  Free  Church  on  the  death  of  the  surviving 
daughter  of  Dr.  Thomson.  Miss  Helen  Thomson,  who  latterly  had  possession  of  the 
portrait,  had  most  kindly  anticipated  the  above  arrangement,  and  had  handed  it  over 
to  the  trustees,  who  had  been  permitted  by  the  Senatus  of  the  New  College  to  place 
it  meanwhile  in  their  common  hall. 

Mr.  Maclagan  made  reference  to  the  death  of  Sheriff  Maitland  Heriot,  one  of  the 
general  trustees,  to  whose  character  and  services  he  paid  a  warm  tribute,  which  the 
Assembly  resolved  to  place  on  record  in  its  minutes. 

FBOFOSED  ENLARGEMENT  OF  THE  ABSEMBLT  HALL. 

Mr.  BROWN  DOUGLAS  (elder)  referred  to  the  Report  of  the  Assembly  Hall 
Committee  as  to  the  proposed  enlargement  of  the  hall,  which  had  been  previously 
given  in.  He  explained  that  in  the  construction  of  the  hall  two  things  were  kept 
in  view,  that  they  should  imitate  their  first  meeting-place  at  Canonmills,  where,  as 
was  generally  supposed,  from  lowness  of  the  roof  speakers  were  easily  heard,  and  that 
they  should  provide  ample  space  for  the  public.  Some  were  inclined  to  think  there 
was  too  large  an  audience,  but  he  thought  there  was  sufficient  of  what  Principal 
Rainy  called  a  "  reserve  of  power" — (laughter)— in  the  Assembly  to  maintain  perfect 
order  when  they  had  such  a  Moderator  as  now  filled  the  chair.  (Applause.)  While 
giving  no  recommendation  from  the  committee,  Mr.  Brown  Douglas  indicated  that 
he  preferred  the  third  plan  as  the  best,  the  most  economical,  and  as  now  really 
necessary  for  securing  safe  and  more  satisfactory  access  and  egress,  and  because  the 
space  for  the  public  had  been  so  much  encroached  upon  owing  to  the  incresse  of 

members. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  the  first  object  of  the  hall  was  to  be  used  as  a  deliberative 
meeting  of  their  General  Assembly,  and  it  was  a  secondary  question  how  far  they 
were  able  to  accommodate  the  public  in  connection  with  their  debates.  The  first 
plan,  that  of  adapting  two  seats  round  the  front  of  each  gallery  for  members'  seats, 
or  a  portion  of  one  of  the  galleries  with  steps  into  the  area,  was,  in  his  opinion,  de- 
cidedly the  best,  because  it  did  not  tamper  with  the  present  framework  of  their 
Assembly  Hall.  The  acoustics  at  present  were  admirable,  and  these  might  be 
damaged  by  enlargement.  He  dreaded  making  an  experiment  upon  a  hall  which 
had  turned  out  so' successful,  and  therefore  he  held  they  should  avail  themselves  as 
far  as  they  conld  of  the  existing  accommodation,  which  would  cost  little,  and  was 
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ample  for  all  ordinary  parposes.  He,  howeyer,  would  aaggeat  that  they  on  hii  tide 
of  the  hoase  should  have  an  exit  door  the  same  as  the  members  on  the  other  side. 
(Langhter.)  They  did  not  wish  to  go  round  to  the  other  door  and  interfere  with  the 
consultation  of  their  friends  by  taking  advantage  of  their  exit.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  R.  G.  BALFOUR  thought  it  would  be  a  pity  to  encroach  on  the  space  for 
the  public,  as  the  house  was  at  present  very  well  balanced.  By  the  pilm  supported 
by  Dr.  Begg,  the  well  or  pit  in  which  the  members  sat  would  occupy  far  too  large  a 
space,  and  there  would  be  a  mere  narrow  strip  for  the  public  What  he  snggested 
was,  that  they  should  leave  the  hall  as  it  stood  without  the  breastwork  being  altered, 
and  provide  an  entrance  from  the  well  to  the  side  galleries  which  the  members  would 
occupy.  This  would  reduce  the  accommodation  for  the  public,  but  they  might  pro- 
vide additional  space  by  taking  in  the  lobby  at  the  back  of  the  hall. 

Mr.  HENDERSON,  CrieflT,  thought  whatever  they  did  they  should  keep  in  mind 
the  necessity  of  improving  the  means  of  access  and  egress. 

Mr.  J.  H.  WILSON,  Edinburgh,  said  there  were  very  strong  reasons  against 
enlarging  the  house.  The  occasions  on  which  these  very  large  attendances 
gsthered  were  extremely  rare,  and  it  seemed  desirable  to  put  up  with  inconvenlenee 
on  these  very  rare  occasions  rather  than  affect  the  comfort  and  efficiency  of  the  hall  at 
all  other  ordinary  times.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  with  others  had  occasion  to  be  in  the  hall 
for  other  purposes  than  those  of  the  Assembly,  and  had  always  found  it  so  convenient, 
that  he  would  deprecate  anything  that  would  affect  the  present  arrangements.  Any 
alteration  should,  he  thought,  be  in  the  way  of  making  the  Assembly  smaller,  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  make  it  more  of  a  deliberative  Assembly. 

Dr.  BRUCE  agreed  with  Mr.  Wilson,  and  suggested  that  the  crowded  houses  might 
be  obviated  by  having  two  Assemblies  in  the  year  composed  of  different  members. 

Dr.  ADAM  thought  that  to  extend  the  hall  twenty-five  feet  would  be  a  serious 
disadvantage  to  the  Assembly.  He  was  very  strongly  in  favour  of  the  first  plan, 
or  modification  of  the  first  plan,  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Balfour. 

Mr.  EIDSTON,  of  Femiegair,  having  read  the  report  of  the  committee  and 
listened  to  the  explanations  of  Mr.  Brown  Douglas,  the  convener,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  house  should  not  tamper  with  their  admirable  hall ;  he  had  a  strong  impression 
that  they  should  let  well  alone.  He  would  object  to  give  the  committee  power  to 
make  any  serious  alteration.  An  architect's  opinion  of  what  the  acoustics  of  a  hall 
would  be  after  alterations  had  been  made  upon  it  was  of  little  or  no  value,  it  was  a 
mere  peradventure.  He  trusted  that  the  house  would  not  agree  to  let  any  of  the 
three  proposed  plans  be  carried  into  effect. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL  DOUGLAS  (elder),  Glasgow,  said  he  had  had  much  experience 
in  the  building  of  churches,  and  his  opinion  was  that  to  extend  the  hall  to  the  east 
would  considerably  affect  the  acoustics  of  the  house.  Mr.  Balfour's  suggestion  com- 
mended itself  to  his  mind.  One  thing,  however,  must  be  done,  viz.,  the  widening  of 
the  corridors.  He  knew  that  in  Glasgow  such  passages  would  not  pass  the  Dean  of 
Guild  Court. 

Mr.  JAMES  BALFOUR  (elder),  Edinburgh,  said  the  desirableness  of  reducing 
the  number  of  the  Assembly  had  been  already  mentioned.  He  believed  that  in  a 
year  or  two  this  would  be  found  to  be  necessary,  not  for  the  sake  of  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  members,  but  for  the  transaction  of  the  business.  The  house  consisted  of 
over  seven  hundred  members,  and  that  number  he  considered  by  far  too  many.  He 
also  indicated  his  views  on  the  various  plans  laid  before  the  Assembly. 

Mr.  STUART  GRAY  spoke  against  the  extension  of  the  hall  on  the  east  side, 
as  proposed  in  the  third  and  larger  plan  submitted.  The  hall,  as  at  present  con- 
structed, was,  he  believed,  well  suited  for  the  voice  of  the  majority  of  speakers;  but 
if  a  considerable  change  was  made  in  the  extent  of  the  hall,  one  could  not  tell  what 
would  be  the  result  as  to  its  suitability  for  the  voice ;  and  if  it  were  found  that 
several  speakers  were  not  heard  to  advantage,  many  might  abstain  from  attending 
public  meetings  in  the  hall.  He  considered  that  738  members  was  far  too  great  a 
number  for  the  Assembly,  and  suggested  that  between  500  and  600  were  snffioient 
to  deal  with  all  the  matters  connected  with  the  Church.  As  to  the  space  for  the 
public,  he  pointed  out  that  in  other  deliberative  assemblies,  such  as  the  Houses  of 
Parliament  and  other  Church  assemblies,  the  accommodation  provided  for  the  public 
was  very  limited,  and  held  that  they  were  quite  liberal  enough  in  their  Assembly  in 
the  amount  of  space  given  to  the  accommodation  of  others  than  members. 
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Mr.  R.  Q.  BALFOHB  tabled  a  motion  in  terms  of  the  BnggeBtione  he  bad 
thrown  oat. 

Principal  RAINT  deprecated  their  coming  to  any  concloaion  that  day.  The 
committee  had  come  up  with  no  recommendation  to  the  Aaaembly,  and  no  donbt 
after  the  eonyeraation  of  to-day,  they  would  be  guided  very  much  by  the  discussion. 

It  was  then  remitted  to  the  committee  to  consider  the  matter,  in  Tiew  of  the 
opinions  expressed  in  the  house,  with  power  to  take  such  action  as  they  might 
think  fit. 

OOHHXOnOH  OF  OHUBOH  AHD  STATE. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Church  and  State  was  submitted  to  the  Assembly, 
along  with  overtures  on  the  subject. 

Mncipal  RAINT,  convener  of  the  committee,  who,  on  rising,  was  received  with 
applause,  submitted  the  following  motion  : — 

»  That  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  return  thanks  to  the  committee, 
and  reappoint  them  with  the  former  instructions.  The  Assembly  adhere  to  the 
resolutions  on  this  subject  of  last  Assembly,  adopted  after  full  discussion.  Further, 
the  General  Assembly  having  had  their  attention  called  to  the  Teiuds  Bill  now  before 
Parliament,  resolve  that  the  teinds  do  not  belong  by  right  to  the  existing  Establish- 
ment ;  that  they  ought  to  be  administered  and  applied  with  a  view  to  the  good  of 
the  community ;  and  that  nntil  this  question  is  raised,  and  while  things  continue  on 
their  present  basis,  no  legislation  recognising  that  basis,  and  proceeding  on  it, 
ought  to  take  place.  The  Assembly  direct  the  committee  to  prepare  a  petition  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  in  terms  of  this  finding,  authorise  the  Moderator  to  sign  it 
when  prepared,  and  transmit  it  to  Mr.  Cowan  for  presentation." 
Principal  Rainy  said — In  giving  in  the  report  of  this  committee  every  one  feels,  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed  at  this  Assembly 
render  it  impossible  either  to  discnss  the  matter  at  such  length  or  give  it  such 
prominence  as  it  has  occupied  on  some  previous  occasions.  We  have  been  occupying 
not  only  our  time,  but  minds  and  hearts,  in  this  Assembly  with  the  discussions  of 
matters  of  very  grave  importance  in  regard  to  the  internal  interests  and  the 
immediate  duty  of  this  Church  in  matters  entrusted  to  us  as  a  Church  of  Christ. 
In  these  circumstances  it  has  been  felt,  of  course,  that  the  best  of  our  time  must  be 
given  up  to  this  subject.  For  my  own  part  I  did,  as  having  some  special  responsi- 
bility in  connectiou  with  this  one  subject,  not  think  it  desirable  to  crave  such  a 
proportion  of  time  in  the  business  of  the  house  as  on  some  other  occasions  I  might 
have  reasonably  asked  for  this  subject.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  should  at  all  refer 
to  the  impression  that  occasionally  is  given  expression  to — but  more  by  those  out- 
side the  Free  Church  than  inside,  more  by  some  who  profess  to  take  a  great  interest 
in  the  Free  Church  but  do  not  know  the  Free  Church  so  well  as  we  do — as  if  there 
were  some  essential  connection  between  the  business  of  some  previous  sederunt  and 
the  business  of  to-day — as  if  this  question  were  somehow  a  question  of  special  in 
terest,  and  if  it  was  a  pertinent  thing  to  say  that  I  might  pay  heavily  on  Disestab. 
lishment  for  things  I  had  done  on  some  other  questions.  Now,  in  the  first  place  , 
this  question  in  this  Church  is  a  question  of  the  Church  itself  or  large  majorities 
of  it,  and  it  is  a  pure  accident  that  I  happen  to  have  been  indentified  rather  than 
some  others  with  it  as  convener  of  the  committee.  But  then — and  it  is  much  more 
important  to  say  this  both  in  connection  with  those  who  in  previous  proceedings  who 
have  agreed  with  my  course,  and  those  who  opposed  us  on  those  previous  proceedings 
— in  those  proceedings  we  were  dealing  with  matters  concerning  the  primary  interests 
of  the  Church,  and  her  immediate  duty.  Those  who  took  a  view  opposite  to  mine,  I  am 
deeply  convinced,  were  acting  on  their  responsibility  to  God  in  a  great  public  ques- 
tion, and  I  believe  they  will  say  for  themselves  what  I  say  for  myself  that  in  such  a 
question  as  that  they  are  bound,  and  feel  it  to  be  their  duty,  to  act  without  reference 
to  what  efiect  it  may  have  upon  any  other  question  whatever  it  may  be  less  immedi- 
ately connected  with  the  plain  duty  of  the  Church.     (Applause.) 

It  is  said  that  once  the  King  of  Wuriemberg,  in  one  of  the  crises  when  the 
Gkrman  war  was  once  beginning,  said  to  Prince  Bismarck — perhaps  a  coarse  thing, 
but  yet  an  expressive  one — ''  You  must  remember.  Prince  Bismarck,  my  skin  is 
nearer  me  than  my  shirt."    And  so  in  regard  to  us,  our  duty  is  in  regard  to  matters 
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internal  to  the  life  of  the  Charch,  to  deal  with  them  on  our  own responBibility  what' 
ever  may  come  of  DiBeBtablisbment,  or  of  any  other  important  qaestion.  And  I,  for  my 
part,  believe  that  in  this  matter  any  members  of  the  Ghnrch,  ministers  or  elders,  who 
take  part  either  along'  with  me,  or  along  with  Sir  Henry  on  the  other  side,  jast  do  so 
far  as  they  see  reason,  and  no  farther,  and  if  in  connection  with  anything  that  has 
taken  place  on  any  of  the  questions  that  have  occupied  as,  or  on  questions  that  shall 
occupy  as — if  any  member  of  this  house  or  of  the  Church  sees  fit  te  modify  his 
position  on  the  qaestion  of  Disestablishment — ^and  I  for  my  part  never  will  saspect 
that  he  has  done  so  fol  any  petty  or  personal  reasons — (applause) — but  that  he  has 
done  it  from  his  conviction  on  what  he  thinks  his  daty  is  on  public  questions, 
and  he  is  jnst  as  much  entitled  te  follow  out  the  way  as  I  am  entitled  to  follow  out 
mine.  Really  I  am  afraid  I  am  wrong  in  having  referred  to  this  at  all,  because  it  is 
not  a  worthy  subject  with  which  to  occupy  so  much  of  your  time.  (Applause.)  I 
have  abstained  from  bringing  in  any  new  resolution  upon  the  subject.  The  re- 
solutions of  last  Assembly  are  not  the  resolutions  of  this ;  still  they  have  been 
before  the  Church  so  much  that  men  are  prepared  to  a  large  extent  without  much  argu- 
ment to  come  to  a  conclusion.  I  therefor^  propose  that  we  should  recapitulate  upon 
those  resolutions  of  last  year  as  having  still  a  substantial  claim  to  be  the  utterance 
of  the  Assembly  in  the  name  of  our  Church.  In  the  report  it  is  observed  by  the 
committee  that  we  are  in  circumstances  in  which,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  impossible 
to  arrest  upon  this  subject,  in  the  meantime,  the  attention  of  Parliament,  because 
everybody  knows  that  Parliament  is  so  occupied  with  grave  questions  about  Ireland 
that  it  cannot  apply  iU  attention  in  the  meantime — whatever  may  happen  soon — 
to  this  particular  subject  connected  with  us,  or  to  any  subject  connected  with  us,  that 
demands  so  much  leisure  and  so  much  discussion.  The  committee  have  pointed 
out,  at  the  same  time,  that  this  state  of  things  is  attended  with  some  amount  of 
reason,  and  warranto  special  watchfulness ;  and  therefore  I  do  think  it  important 
that  the  tone  of  the  Assembly  should  be  firm,  and  that  we  should  impress  upon  our 
people,  and  upon  the  community,  the  reasons  that  there  are  for  unrelaxed  watehfnl- 
ness,  and  for  readiness  to  take  ground,  and  to  make  the  views  of  the  community 
heard  in  connection  with  this  question,  one  which  has  not  been  postponed,  al- 
though for  the  present  it  is  compelled  to  await  the  attention  of  Parliament 

On  the  general  argument  I  do  not  enter  at  large,  for  the  reasons  I  have  already 
suggested. 

It  has  been  argued  often,  and  all  the  arguments,  I  believe,  are  present  to  our 
minds,  and  the  argumente  for  my  motion,  I  believe,  are  as  valid  now  as  ever  they 
were.  There  is  only  one  consideration  to  which  I  will  refer,  which  on  former  ocea* 
sions,  perhaps,  has  not  been  so  much  dwelt  upon.  I  have  often  dwelt  on  the  un- 
reasonableness, as  it  appears  to  me,  of  our  whole  ecclesiastical  position  in  Scotland, 
but  more  specifically,  one  of  the  resolutions  of  last  year  speaks  of  the  step  proposed 
as  removing  an  obstacle  to  the  harmony  and  floorishing  of  Presbyterianism  in  Scot- 
land.  Kow,  I  know.  Moderator,  that  there  are  men  who  present  this  point  to  their 
minds  In  such  a  way  that  it  strikes  them  as  rather  a  sort  of  idle  or  sentimental  read- 
justment, and  that  things  might  go  on  as  they  are,  if  we  can  only  make  up  our  minds 
to  be  contented.  I  am  not  going  at  large  into  that  argument  to-day,  but  one  thing  I 
wish  to  say — that  our  whole  Presbyterianism,  our  Scottish  Ciiurch,  in  a  word,  that  form 
of  doctrine  and  of  Church  life  which  we  knowas  Scottish  Church  life,  is  suffering  damage 
and  loss  by  the  position  of  things  in  which  we  are  by  our  divided  state  as  Presbyterians. 
Its  loss  is  not  so  much  felt  in  connection  with  those  members  of  any  of  the  Churches  who 
are  bred  up  in  close  connection  with  the  more  intense  life  of  any  of  the  sections,  and 
who  are  thus  trained  to  feel  a  very  lively  interest,  and  to  adhere  with  a  special  predi- 
lection— traditional  predilection — to  the  one  Church  or  the  other.  But  on  the  general 
community,  and  especially  on  young  people  rising  up,  who  are  not  so  situated,  no  pre- 
possession is  formed,  or  rather,  I  should  say,  there  is  a  want  of  opinion  on  the  side  of 
our  Scottish  Church  life — our  Scottish  inheritance — which  is  serious,  and  which  I  see 
working  around  me,  and  bearing  Its  fruits. 

What  I  mean  is  this,  that  in  so  far  as  Church  life  is  exemplified  and  embodied, 
it  should  exercise,  or  ought  to  exercise,  an  attractive  power,  or  to  present  itself  as 
something  great,  worthy,  and  impressive  to  the  mind,  so  as  to  induce  persons  rising 
into  life  to  feel  that  they  have  a  reason  for  committing  themselves  to  this,  for  adopt- 
ing  it,  for  being  proud  of  it  as  their  only  inheritance.    We  are  excessively  weakened 
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in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  all  the  branches  of  it,  by  the  present  position  of 
affairs.  We  in  our  Church  believe  that  we  have  much  in  the  position  which  has 
been  allotted  to  ns  bj  Qod  through  the  labours  and  sufferings  of  those  whom  we 
look  back  to  as  our  fathers,  and  much  that  is  worthy  and  much  that  might  commend 
itself  to  as  as  Scotchmen.  Other  branches,  I  suppose,  on  ground  special  to  each  of 
them,  cherish  feelings  of  the  same  kind.  But,  with  reference  to  the  general  com- 
muni t J  and  to  the  rising  generation,  no  one  branch  of  our  Scottish  Presbyterianism 
stands  in  a  position  so  commanding  as  to  represent  adequately  the  claims  which 
Scottish  Presbyterianism  has  on  the  adherence  and  the  confidence  of  the  sjmpathetio 
state  of  rising  minds.  And  those  minds  are  apt  to  drift  away  to  other  forms  of 
Church  life,  or  at  least  are  exposed  to  temptation  in  the  direction  which  might,  in 
happier  circumstances,  be  more  adequately  counteracted.  On  such  minds,  the 
position  of  our  Church  is  embarrassed  by  apparent  questions  and  objections  from 
another  point  of  view,  and  from  other  churches  just  about  as  powerful,  just  about  as 
much  entitled  to  claim  confidence.  In  these  circumstances,  any  one  who  is  inte- 
rested in  the  future  of  our  Scottish  nation  and  Scottish  ecclesiastical  life  must  feel 
that  the  increased  unity  of  Presbyterianism  and  the  gathering  together  of  whatever 
is  sound,  whatever  is  truly  worth  our  obtaining  in  any  of  the  Churches,  is  a  desir- 
able object  which  ought  to  be  very  dear  to  all  of  us.  In  that  point  of  view  it  is  of 
very  great  importance  to  have  something  to  say  as  to  the  line  along  which  the  result 
is  to  be  worked  and  to  be  expected.  The  Church  which  has  nothing  to  say  on  that 
subject  increasingly  weakens  its  own  position  and  also  the  general  position.  If  any 
of  us  are  disposed  to  think  the  object  would  be  reached  along  the  line  of  Establish- 
ment and  the  Established  Church,  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  them ;  but  if  they  think 
it  must  be  reached,  if  at  all,  on  the  other  line  of  the  separation  between  Church 
and  State,  then  I  think  it  is  something  which  concerns  not  merely  the  partisan 
jealousies  of  one  Church  against  another,  but  also  the  interests  of  our  common 
Presbyterianism,  that  we  should  say  that  this  is  an  object  which  we  believe  to  be 
attainable,  and  that  we  do  not  believe  it  is  attainable  in  any  line  of  things  but  one. 
(Applause.) 

Kow,  I  feel  that  in  the  cirenmstanees  in  which  we  are  placed,  I  cannot  proceed 
with  the  discussion  on  this  point,  and  I  shall  therefore  pass  from  that  general  ques- 
tion. I  wish  to  say  some  words  upon  the  portion  of  my  motion  to  which  I  have  not 
yet  referred.  It  is  that  which  concerns  the  Teinds  Bill.  I  have  never  been  disposed 
to  exaggerate  the  intrinsic  importance  of  this  matter.  It  is  known  to  some  members 
of  this  house  that  I  have  incurred  some  responsibility  and  some  disapprobation  by 
our  doing  less  than  justice  to  the  anxieties  of  some  of  those  who  were  entitled  to 
be  heard  on  this  subject.  But  I  ought  to  say  that  I  do  not  doubt  this  bill  ought  to 
be  opposed,  especially  from  oar  point  of  view.  I  took  the  milder  view,  because  I 
have  regarded  the  bill  as  a  blunder,  which  would  be  quietly  let  drop.  But,  as  the  case 
stands,  it  is  necessary  we  should  consider  how  this  matter  stands,  and  what  view  we 
ought  to  be  prepared  to  take  upon  it.  (Applause.)  ^  Now,  in  regard  to  this  parti- 
cular bill,  the  legal  objection  brought  is  on  its  legal  merits  by  persons  whose  opinion 
is  entitled  to  great  respect ;  hot  in  regard  to  that,  while  the  Assembly  may  have 
that  opinion,  I  ask  it  to  view  the  matter  from  another  point  The  view  on  which  we 
should  proceed  is  very  simple  and  plain,  in  the  line  of  previous  resolutions  in  Church 
and  Stateu  I  hold  that  the  teinds  are  in  a  wrongous  possession,  and  that  the 
Established  Church  is  not  entitled  to  them  ;  and  the  question  of  title  to  them  has 
already  come  up.  (Applause.)  In  any  legislation  that  proceeds  on  the  existing 
possession,  even  if  it  does  not  propose  to  do  very  much  to  reinforce  that  possession 
or  add  strength  to  it — ^legislation  on  the  existing  state  of  possession  on  the  basis  I 
regard  as  objectionable— objectionable  to  us  who  have  raised  the  question,  and  one 
which  has  gone  so  far  as  to  be  recognised  as  a  question  before  the  community,  and 
waiting  for  its  final  settlement.  I  object  to  legislation  so  far  as  it  recognises  the  exist- 
ing tenure,  and  treats  the  question  about  existing  tenure  being  altered  as  not  existent, 
and  does  not  recognise  the  position  in  which  it  is  placed  in  reference  to  the  com- 
mnnitj.  This  position  of  the  community  is  not  brought  into  its  proper  light  in  this 
bill,  which  seems  to  treat  the  question  already  before  the  country  as  not  pressing. 
It  seems  to  me,  as  being  true  to  our  position,  we  should  object  to  all  that,  and  object 
to  it  all  the  more  because  the  tendency  of  the  measure,  of  course,  is  to  facilitate 
process  for  augmentation  of  stipends  in  the  Established  Church.    (Applause.) 

B 


258  CONNECTION  OF  CHURCH  AND  STATE. 

Some  question  has  been  raised  aa  to  whether  that  was  the  aim  of  the  bill.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  one  great  object  of  the  bill  is  to  simpUf  j  legal  processes,  bat  nnques* 
tionablj  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  the  processes  at  all  except  in  connection  with 
augmentations.  (Applause.)  Augmentations  have  very  liberally  gone  on  daring 
the  last  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  me  we  should  consider  this  is  a 
matter  that  the  Government  in  present  circumstances  should  take  up,  or  spend  time 
upon  it;  least  of  all,  to  do  it  on  the  principle  of  recognising  the  legitimacy  of  the 
existing  possession.  (Applause.)  It  might  be  said,  and  tnily  said,  the  OoTem- 
ment  do  not  mean  that.  I  know  they  do  not  mean  that ;  bat  I  belieye,  as  1  hare 
said,  that  it  is  to  a  large  extent  what  I  might  ventore  to  criticise  as  simply  a 
mistake,  but  it  is  a  mistake  which  ought  to  be  opposed.  (Applause.)  It  is  a  mistake 
which,  if  allowed  to  go  forward,  may  no  doabt  influence  the  public  mind,  and  whieh 
will  influence  the  mind  especially  of  those  which  will  strengthen  the  tendency  of 
those,  certain  sections — ^not  Tory  numerous,  but  sometimes  insinaating,  which  are 
sometimes  mlschisTous — ^those  who  are  willing  to  profess  Disestablishment,  bat 
men  who  trifle  with  the  question  and  put  it  off  aa  long  as  they  can.  (Hear,  hear.) 
Our  position,  then,  is  to  oppose  this  l>ill  and  stand  up  for  the  main  question  and  tJie 
only  question.  (Applause.)  It  is  only  aa  agjcrayating  the  main  view  that  I  haye 
referred  to  the  facilities  found  in  the  bill  for  augmentation.  We  are  not  disposed  to 
raise  the  question  about  augmentation,  or  any  question  which  is  subordinate  to  this 
common  question.  We  are  all  willing  that  the  question  of  teinds  should  stand  until 
we  succeed  in  having  the  common  question  of  justice  disposed  of  in  the  fatore  of 
Scotland  in  connection  with  its  ecclesiastical  position. 

The  only  thing  I  wish  further  to  refer  to  is  the  motion  which  Mr.  M'Micking 
has  placed  on  the  table  of  the  house.  In  regard  to  that  I  willingly  acknowlodge  that 
Mr.  M'Micking  has  given  so  much  intelligent  attention  to  thia  subject  that  every- 
thing he  recommends  is  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  the  house — (applaoae) — and 
I  acknowledge  there  ia  a  great  deal  to  be  said  for  the  ideas  which  he  presses  in  this 
motion*  On  the  other  hand,  it  appears  to  me  it  is  a  mistake  to  propose  thia  motion 
at  present  in  connection  with  the  practical  position  in  which  we  are  placed  in  reference 
to  this  bill.  If  the  Free  Assembly  were  to  adopt  it  the  answer  would  just  be — and  I 
say  so  without  discussing  it  or  expressing  an  opinion  on  the  subject — were  tho  Free 
Assembly  to  adopt  sach  a  detailed  motion  as  this,  the  answer  would  be.  Ton  propose 
this  as  an  alternative  to  the  Teinds  Bill,  and  one  which  cannot  be  taken  juat  now ; 
and  jast  because  it  cannot  be  taken  just  now,  we  reject  year  alternative  a&d  proceed 
with  our  own  MIL  (Hear,  hear.)  What  we  are  called  upon  to  proceed  with  just 
now  with  reference  to  the  Teinds  Bill  is  the  opinion  to  leave  this  nntil  yon  are  pre- 
pared to  take  up  not  such  matters,  but  the  common  and  ruling  qneation.  (Applause.) 
I  have  no  doubt  the  time  will  come  when  yoa  must  consider  more  in  detail  the  precise 
way  in  which  we  propose  to  utilise  the  patrimony  of  the  Seottish  Chnrch,  and  the 
way  in  which  it  shonld  be  applied  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coontiy,  and'  I  have  no 
doubt  that  edacation,  as  expressed  in  our  last  year's  resolution,  ia  the  object  which 
has  a  large  claim  in  connection  with  this  matter.  (Applaoae.)  Bat  I  feel,  and  I 
am  not 'disposed  to  regard  it  as  onr  present  duty,  to  go  into  these  details.  And  I 
feel.  Moderator,  that  the  proposal  to  do  so  weald  rather  seem  to  lead  us  into  com* 
mitting  ourselves  prematurely.  I  know  how  forcibly  Mr.  M'Micking  will  be  disposed 
to  say  yoa  must  offer  an  inducement, — ^you  must  present  to  the  people  a  prospect^  in 
connection  with  these  pecuniary  matters  which  would  induce  them  to  disturb  the 
existing  ttatus  quo,  and  make  them  feel  they  most  have  something  for  it.  (Hear, 
hear.)  I  do  not  despise  the  legitimate  use  of  this  inducement,  bnt  I  do  not  regard 
this  as  the  main  consideration  which  will  effectually  move  the  people  on  this 
subject.  I  believe  the  question  is  at  present  before  the  people,  and  will  grow  in 
importance — (applause) — and  1  do  feel  and  submit  to  the  Assembly  Uiat  the  coarse 
proposed  in  my  motion  is  that  which  is  most  consistent  with  the  position  and  the 
immediate  duty  of  this  Church.  (Applause.)  With  these  remarks  I  submit  my 
motion.    (Applause.) 

Mr.  CHARLES  COWAN  (elder),  Westerlea,  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  WALTER  WOOD,  £Ue,  moved  the  motion  which  stood  in  the  name  of  Mr. 
M'Micking,  viz.: — "That  the  existing  relations  between  the  Government  of  this 
country  and  the  section  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  which  is  established  in  Scotluid, 
should  at  once  cease.  That  national  and  other  public  property,  now  nsed  by  the  ezisi* 
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iog  Church  Establishment,  should  vest  in  the  School  Board  of  each  parish,  when  the 
present  incumbency  lapses,  to  take  so  far  the  place  of  school  rates,  and  be  administered 
and  applied  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  community,  in  accordance  with  the  Education 
(Scotland^  Act,  1872.  That  unvalued  and  unexhausted  teinds  in  each  parish  be  at 
once  similarly  vested  and  applied,  and  that  power  be  given  to  School  Boards  to 
make  compromises  with  those  who  hold  unexhausted  teinds  in  trust  for  the  com- 
munity, till  they  are  needed.  All  compromises  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  Court  of 
Teindfl,  That  the  Established  Church  should  be  placed  on  a  footing  of  religious 
equality  with  all  other  Churches  in  Scotland,  free  to  add  congregations  to  her 
Presbyteries,  with  seats  for  ministers  and  elders  in  her  courts,  without  asking 
sanction  from  the  Court  of  Teinds,  and  free  to  frame  her  own  regulations  for  the 
admiasion  of  members,  the  election  of  ministers,  and  other  spiritual  concerns, 
irrespectlTe  of  the  Church  Patronage  (Scotland)  Act,  1874.  So  much  of  said  Act  as 
proTidea  for  compensation  to  private  patrons  to  continue  in  force  so  long  as  needed, 
the  compensation  to  be  paid  by  the  School  Board  which  succeeds  to  the  benefice. 
That  this  General  Assembly  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  accordingly,  and 
that  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords  be  sent  to  the  Earl  of  Minto,  and  that  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  the  Lord  Advocate  for  presentation."  Mr.  Wood  said — In 
speaking  of  the  charges  made  against  those  who  advocate  Disestablishment,  I  hold 
myself  precisely  in  the  same  position  that  I  held  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption.  I 
have  not  stirred  one  hair's  breadth  from  the  position  I  took  up  then,  and  which  was 
then  advocated  by  the  leading  men  who  left  the  Establishment  and  joined  the  Free 
Cirarch.  I  held  then  and  I  hold  now  the  principle  of  the  lawfulness  of  an  alliance 
between  Chnrch  and  State,  and  so  far  as  any  alteration  of  the  status  of  the  Established 
Church  is  concerned,  I  feel  that  no  proposed  security  would  enable  me  to  enter  into 
any  alliance  with  the  State,  because  none  could  be  devised  more  definite  than  that 
one  which  was  overturned  by  the  courts  of  law  as  at  the  time  of  the  Disruption.  I 
hold  now  the  position  that  was  held  then ;  that  there  is  no  hope  whatever  of  an 
alliance  between  Church  and  State  being  formed  on  a  basis  which  we  can  approve  of. 
liiatening  to  the  statement  which  has  just  been  made  by  Principal  Rainy,  I  felt  that 
during  the  whole  of  his  argument  he  was  supporting  the  motion  I  am  now  putting 
before  the  house.  (Applause.)  I  cannot  attempt  to  vie  with  him  in  the  force  with 
which  he  put  the  argument,  but  I  do  contend  that  everything  he  said,  until  he  came 
to  take  up  the  pointa  of  the  motion  given  notice  of  by  Mr.  M'Mlcking,  was  entirely 
in  favour  of  such  a  motion  as  I  have  the  honour  of  proposing  to  the  house.  (Ap- 
planse.) 

It  ia  undoubtedly  true  that  the  House  of  Commons  is  occupied  with  very  im- 
porlant  business  concerning  Ireland,  but  yet  there  stands  on  the  table  of  the  House 
a  bill  which  has  passed  ita  second  reading  for  the  regulation  of  teinds  in  Scotland. 
Therefore  the  matter  is  plainly  one  which  is  likely  to  be  brought  before  Parliament, 
and  one  likely  to  be  brought  before  Parliament,  in  all  probability,  before  the  present 
session  terminates,  for  a  settlement  of  one  kind  or  another.  What  we  ought  to 
•eoBtend  for  is,  that  these  teinds  are  the  patrimony  of  the  people  of  Scotland.  It  is 
not  a  qneation  between  one  Church  and  another,  but  between  the  people  of  Scotland 
and  those  who  usurped  the  teinds  which  were  intended  for  the  promotion  of  educa- 
tion and  religion  in  the  land.  The  question  now  is,  Shall  we  not  do  something  in 
order  to  recover  for  the  people  of  Scotland  that  which  they  ought  to  have  enjoyed 
before,  and  should  enjoy  now?  The  bill  before  Parliament  intends  to  make  the 
matter  of  augmentation  more  simple  than  it  is,  but  I  take  the  ground  there  should 
be  no  augmentation  at  all — (applause) — and  I  take  the  ground  that  the  monies  out 
of  which  such  augmentations  are  granted  belong  to  the  people,  and  ought  to  be  used 
for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  religiously  and  morally.  (Applause.)  It  is  desirable 
the  people  of  Scotland  should  understand  the  great  benefit  which  they  would  derive 
from  the  qneation  being  taken  up,  and  taken  up  in  such  a  way  as  this  motion 
proposes.  That  is  the  motion  that  I  make.  I  confess  I  think  that  it  is  time  that 
we  took  a  step  somewhat  in  advance.  To  be  sure  we  have  little  time  at  this  Assembly 
to  devote  to  the  matter;  but  still,  as  the  matter  has  been  brought  before  Parliament, 
I  think  that  we  are  bound  to  let  it  be  known  throughout  the  country,  and  to  Parlia- 
ment itaelf,  what  is  the  general  view  which  we  take  of  the  right  settlement  of  the 
•question,  and  that  view  is  that  the  teinds  be  withdrawn  altogether  from  the  lapse  of 
the  death  of  the  present  ministers  of  the  Established  Church,  and  employed  for  the 
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benefit  of  the  people  of  Scotland  in  redacing  the  school  rates  which  are  at  present 
levied.     (Applanse.) 

Mr.  MIMICKING  (elder),  Helensburgh — It  is  a  very  serions  responsibility  for 
one  in  this  house  to  oppose  a  motion  made  by  Principal  Rainy,  in  whom  many  of  os 
place  yery  great  confidence,  but  there  are  higher  considerations.  The  motion  which 
Principal  Rainy  has  submitted  to  the  house  is  a  negative  and  timid  motion.  It  says 
the  teinds  do  not  belong  to  a  certain  party,  but  it  does  not  go  the  length  of  saying 
to  whom  they  belong.  It  is  a  halting  motion.  We  would  have  liked  something 
a  good  deal  more  bold  and  distinct.  The  gospel  ministers  in  Scotland  hare  not  been 
in  the  habit  of  shrinking  from  staging  boldly  their  convictions  on  this  matter;  they 
have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  refusing  to  stand  by  the  people  of  Scotland  for  the 
attainment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  and  their  just  rights.  At  the  Reformation, 
the  gospel  ministers  and  people  stood  well  together,  and  the  Disruptionists  stood  well 
together,  and  I  hope  they  will  stand  well  together  to  help  each  other.  The  large 
membership  of  this  Free  Church  does  not  consist  of  the  rich  and  the  great  of  the 
land.  It  consists,  to  a  very  large  extent,  of  the  humble  and  the  poor,  who  are  not  very 
able,  many  of  them,  to  put  forth  very  much  strength  in  helping  themselves.  They 
have  a  fair  claim  upon  the  ministers  of  this  Church  to  support  them  in  getting  pos- 
session of  everything  that  they  are  rightly  entitled  to.  Sometimes  we  hear  it  said, 
when  we  propose  to  deal  with  secolarities,  teinds,  and  so  forth' — Oh,  it's  sacrilege, 
robbery,  and  so  forth.  I  regret  that  an  expression  dropped  from  Principal  Rainy 
this  morning,  which  seems  to  give  an  implied  sanction  to  that.  He  spoke  of  that 
property  as  the  patrimony  of  the  Church.  It  is  no  such  thing;  it  belongs  to  the 
people,  and  the  people  ask  this  Church  to  help  them  to  regain  possession  of  what 
really  is  their  own. 

At  the  Reformation,  when  the  Popish  Church  was  disestablished  and  disendowed, 
the  Reformed  Church  did  not  step  into  the  shoes  of  the  old  Romish  Church  in  the 
matter  of  property,  but  many  people  alleged  that  it  did.  Every  one  of  ns  knows  it 
did  not.  All  know  there  was  a  scramble  for  the  property,  but  none  of  it  at  that 
time  came  to  the  Church.  It  went  in  very  different  directions.  In  1560,  when  the 
first  Assembly  of  the  Church  that  we  profess  and  rightly  claim  to  be  successors  to 
met  in  the  Magdalen  Church  in  the  Oowgate — they  met  to  consult  upon  those  things 
which  are  to  forward  Ood's  glory  and  the  work  of  His  Kirk  in  this  realm^-Uuit 
Reformed  Church  was  not  sustained  by  what  was  ecclesiastical  property.  It  was 
sustained  by  the  freewill  offerings  of  the  people ;  and  the  Town  Council  of  Edinburgh 
of  that  day  thought  that  they  were  doing  God's  service  in  trying  to  convert  the  free> 
will  offerings  of  the  people  into  an  odious  tax  upon  the  community ;  and  that  was 
the  beginning  of  the  annuity«tax  in  Edinburgh.  The  Reformed  Church  depended  on 
the  freewill  offerings  of  the  people  for  seven  years  till  1567,  when  there  was  an 
alliance  between  that  Church  and  the  State.  The  Reformed  Church  did  not  become 
a  State  Church.  She  allied  herself  with  the  State  on  terms  of  thorough  indepen- 
dence, quite  as  much  so  aa  when  our  civil  government,  our  rulers,  mi^e  a  treaty 
with  any  other  Power  which  is  independent  In  consideration  of  that  alliance  she 
got  certain  properties,  not  much.  It  was,  however,  difficult  then,  as  it  is  now,  to 
get  it  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  had  wrongous  possession.  That  alliance  lasted 
not  very  long — thirty-nine  years.  In  1606  Prelacy  was  set  up  as  the  State  Church 
in  Scotland.  The  teinds  and  everything  else  were  given  to  the  preUtic  Church. 
That  did  not  last  very  long  either — thirty-two  years.  The  Glasgow  General  Assembly 
of  1638  reformed  the  Church,  and  the  Presbyterian  Church  again  got  the  teinds,  but 
did  not  keep  them  again  very  long,  only  twenty-four  years.  In  1662,  Prelacy  became 
again  the  State  Church  under  Charles  II.,  and  we  all  know  what  happened  then,  and 
continued  till  the  Revolution  of  1690.  Our  contention  is  that  the  property  which 
was  bandied  about  from  the  Reformation  to  the  Revolution  Settlement  between 
Prelacy  and  Presbyterianism  is  not  the  Church's  patrimony,  and  never  was.  It  was 
made  national  at  the  Reformation ;  it  was  treated  as  national  property,  given  from 
time  to  time  by  the  State  to  the  body  whom  it  chose  to  favour,  and  is  national  still, 
and  is  in  no  sense  the  patrimony  of  the  Church.  In  point  of  fact,  at  the  Reformation 
it  was  the  contention  that  it  should  be  applied  in  part  to  education,  in  part  to 
sustain  the  gospel,  and  in  part  for  the  poor.  Well,  we  are  quite  prepared  to  allow 
the  present  State  Church  in  Scotland  to  retain  everything  she  got  since  the  Reve- 
lation Settlement,  but  what  became  national  property  before  that  she  has  no  right 
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maj  keep  ererything,  whether  well  got  or  ill  got,  all  funds  got  since  then, 
torches  boili  dnring  the  Ten  Years*  Conflict,  and  which  some  Free  Church- 
I  Texy  loth  to  part  with,  but  which  were  taken  from  them  by  law.  She 
lep  mil  their  endowments,  and  he  was  glad  to  see  she  had  got  a  large 
f  endowments  from  the  freewill  offerings  of  her  people, 
thankful  to  say  that  since  their  Assembly  had  opened  eleyen  congregations 
proTided  with  suitable  endowments  by  her  people,  that  she  has  upwards  of 
nq^tions  of  that  kind,  which  did  not  depend  in  the  least  upon  State  pro- 

1  were  a  model  and  an  example  to  tlie  other  congregations  of  the  Church, 
ry  good  beginning  for  our  Disestablishment  and  Disendowment  moyement. 
sl)  The  poor  do  not  need  any  share  of  these  teinds  now.  They  are  pro- 
by  Btaintory  provision,  which  a  great  many  of  us  hold  not  to  be  beneficial 
tierona.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  have  no  right  to  get  any  part  of  these  teinds. 
education  very  much  needs  them.  The  ministers  of  this  Church  don't 
m ;  the  only  party  who  have  a  claim  upon  this  property  are  the  people  of 
to  be  administered  in  a  way  to  benefit  the  whole  community.  The  last 
oainesa  before  this  Assembly  on  Saturday  was  a  petition  from  a  poor  High- 
legation  of  Kilmnir  Easter,  which  the  Assembly  could  not  grant  I  see 
Bine-Book  of  the  Scottish  Educational  Department  that  that  poor  eongre- 
Kilmuir  Easter  paid  £68, 10s.  in  school  fees,  which  was  quite  right  and 
kd  p^d  £276  more  for  school  rates,  and  that  was  all  wrong,  for  it  is  qnite 
jy.  They  have  property  belonging  to  them  which  they  cannot  get  pos- 
at  Kilmuir  Easter,  and  I  ask  this  Assembly  to  help  it.  (Applause.)  When 
MMeasion  of  their  own  £295  of  property  they  won't  need  to  pay  a  penny, 
hey  have  now  a  tax  of  lOd.  a  pound,  and  so  be  in  a  better  position  in  every 

do  more  than  they  do  now  to  maintain  gospel  ordinances,  to  spread  the 
eontribote  to  the  Sustentation  Fund,  and  supplement  the  stipend  of  their 
The  motion  would  help  them  and  other  congregations  in  Ross-shire  and 
it  the  Highlands  to  get  possession  of  their  property.  1  say  to  Boss-shire 
in  this  Assembly,  and  Boss-shire  elders,  to  look  at  the  question  in  that 
d  to  think  whether  they  are  giving  their  people  fair  play  in  not  doing  what 
in  helping  them  to  get  possession  of  this  property,  which  will  benefit  them 
rbole  community.  The  resolution  proposes  immediate  Disestablishment, 
aas,  of  course,  on  the  passing  of  the  Act — which  may  be  some  time  before 
although  we  ask  for  it  now,  and  wliich  would  complete  the  independence 
iireh  which  is  now  Established,  and  which  we  all  know  she  has  not  got  I 
every  parish  will  be  entitled  to  keep  the  teinds  raised  in  that  parish,  and 
of  it  would  be  this,  that  every  year  a  considerable  number  of  the  parishes 
loxeh  would  become  free  from  the  burden  of  school- rates,  as  the  teinds  in 
5S,  especially  in  country  districts,  would  quite  suffice  to  pay  all  that  is 
ir  sehool-rates.  That  is  not  a  small  matter  to  the  poor  people  of  onr 
»ngregations,  who  pay  school-rates  to  the  extent  of  £877,554  a  year, 
principle  implied  in  this  resolution  is  this,  that  there  is  no  expense  of 
ieal  Commissioners,  not  a  single  paid  official  required  for  working  this 
iahment  and  Disendowment  Act    They  had  already  a  capital  organisation 

2  aehool  boards  throughout  the  country,  quite  ready  to  deal  with  the  matter 
>wn  localities.  Again,  the  Government  will  not  require  to  consider  the 
eompensation,  for  the  motion  allows  every  one  to  die  in  his  nest,  the  teinda 
lag  into  the  hands  of  the  school  boards.  There  is  no  fear  of  their  doing 
Hoe,  as  they  are  directly  responsible  to  the  ratepayers  every  three  years. 
DAM  objected  to  the  continuation  of  the  discussion  of  the  constitution  of 
irda,  as  it  was  hardly  the  point  before  the  house. 

['MICEING  thought  it  did.     He  had  proposed  to  speak  on  the  question  of 
He  thought  if  the  Teinds  Bill  would  enact  that  the  unexhausted  teinda 
I  given  over  to  the  school  boards  the  bill  would  be  transformed  from  a  bad 
bill.    (Hear,  hear.) 

XNBY  HONCBEIFF— It  seems  to  me  a  new  thing  that  the  abolition  of 
laid  rates  should  be  brought  forward  as  a  direct  argument  by  this  last 
tr  going  in  for  Disestablishment  The  people  should  make  up  their  minds, 
Ing  in  for  Disestablishment,  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  endowments.  I 
id  that  qnite  well.     1  don't  say  1  agree  with  it,  for  1  think  there  are  other 
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objeciionB  which  might  be  raised ;  bnt  the  firet  question  is — Is  it  right  or  expedient 
of  this  Chnrch  to  take  action  on  the  DiseBtabllBhment  question?  Now,  Moderator^ 
Dr.  Bainj  and  others  look  forward  to  what  they  think  a  very  beneficial  consummation 
that  is  to  arise  when  this  question  has  been  brought  before  Parliament,  and  Parlia- 
ment has  seen  meet  to  take  action  about  it.  1  like  to  look  not  merely  at  a  con- 
summation which  possibly  is  likely  to  be  far  off,  but  also  what  t&e  effect  of  our 
taking  action  just  now  is  to  be  upon  the  interests  of  this  Church.  My  riew  is,  it  is 
not  good  for  this  Church  that  we  should  be  in  the  position  of  taking  such  action  at 
present.  No  doubt,  I  hare  on  former  occasions  spoken  of  some  considerations  that 
may  show  that  even  if  the  consummation  was  reached  there  might,  in  existing  eir* 
cumstances,  be  difficulties  about  realising  either  what  Dr.  Bainy  or  others  anticipate 
— that  there  might  be  a  danger,  as  long  as  the  Church  of  England  continuee,  of 
Episcopacy  taking  a  larger  hold  in  Scotland.  Some  considerationa  of  that  kind 
come  in  as  matters  of  expediency,  and  our  excellent  friend  (Dr.  Thomson,  of  Paisley), 
spoke  in  last  Assembly  of  my  bringing  forward  considerations  which  he  considered 
chimerical.  Kow,  I  think  the  things  I  have  spoken  of  were  not  spoken  of  so  mnek 
as  actual  dangers  as  in  the  way  of  an  argument  on  principle.  It  was  in  my  mind  yon 
might  calculate  the  consequences  of  the  action  you  are  proposing  to  take  in  this 
matter  just  now,  in  a  movement  in  which  are  combined  parties  who  do  not  desire 
that  the  Government  of  this  country,  that  the  Legislature  of  this  country,  should 
take  any  ground  whatever  on  the  question  of  religious  principle.  Ton  desire  to  take 
action  in  a  movement  along  with  these  parties,  and  my  view  is  this,  that  your  taking 
action  along  with  them  simply  gives  strength  to  their  movement,  and  that  yon  will 
find  that  yon  will  not  be  able  to  do  anything,  when  once  the  thing  comes  to  con- 
summation, in  the  way  of  maintaining  the  testimony  of  this  Church.  That  is  my 
belief,  that  is  my  contention,  and,  therefore,  I  am  against  taking  action  in  the  exist* 
ing  circumstances.  I  see  no  reasonable  probability  of  being  able  to  bring  to  bear 
upon  the  Legislature  those  considerations  rightfully  belonging  to  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland,  and  which  would  satisfy  the  views  of  this  Church  as  to  the  injustice  of 
existing  arrangements  in  connection  with  our  claim.  At  the  same  time,  looking  to 
what  in  the  circumstances  ought  to  be  the  best  line  for  the  Legislature  to  adopt  in 
such  a  state  of  things,  I  might  be  willing  to  go  along  with  a  proper  application  on 
the  part  of  this  Church  in  accordance  with  its  own  principles  in  that  direction ;  hot 
while  there  is  a  great  deal  In  Dr.  Rainy's  motion  with  which  I  heartily  concur,  I 
can't  see  my  way  to  make  myself  responsible  for  the  action  taken  in  common  with 
movements  made  by  other  parties,  and  where,  I  believe,  the  ideas  of  those  other 
parties  will  in  all  probability  prevail  in  the  Legislature.  In  these  circumstances  1 
feel  myself  in  the  same  position  as  last  year,  and  simply  move — *'  That  the  General 
Assembly  see  no  occasion,  in  present  circumstances,  for  taking  action  on  the  question 
of  Disestablishment." 

Dr.  BEQG,  in  seconding  the  motion,  said — In  addition  to  the  objection  which  I 
have  always  had  to  the  abstract  theory  of  Disestablishment,  I  think  to  oppose  this 
Teinds  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  on  Disestablishment  is  extremely  objectionable. 
For  my  part  I  do  not  see  any  reasonable  objection  to  the  Teinds  Bill.  The  object  of 
the  bill  is  to  get  information  in  regard  to  the  teinds  as  they  exist,  and  I  think  there 
is  no  real  objection  to  this.  I  think  the  whole  community  of  Scotland  have  an 
interest  in  getting  this  information,  and  for^  my  part  I  do  not  see  any  ground  on 
which  to  oppose  it,  and  least  of  all  do  1  think  we  ought  to  oppose  it  for  some  separate 
and  ulterior  object.  So  far  from  opposing  the  Teinds  Bill,  I  would  carry  the  informa- 
tion to  be  obtained  in  connection  with  it  a  great  deal  further.  I  should  like  to  have 
an  account  of  the  Church  lands  of  Scotland — (applause) — as  they  existed  at  the 
time  of  the  Reformation,  and  as  they  exist  now.  This  also  may  ultimately  be  of 
great  use.  Mr.  M'Micking  has  referred  to  an  allegation  to  the  effect  that  these 
teinds  were  not  the  property  of  the  Church.  I  differ  from  him,  though  I  do  not 
mean  here  to  argue  the  question,  but  I  think  not  only  the  teinds  but  the  Church 
lands  belong  to  the  Church,  and  that  if  this  matter  is  to  be  carried  out  properly 
that  question  will  be  raised.  You  can,  in  the  Register  Office  of  this  city,  g^t  a  oom> 
plete  account  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  Romish  Chnrch  at  the  Reformation,  and 
of  the  destination  of  these  lands  by  the  secret  council  in  the  time  of  James  YI.  It 
seems  that  those  who  have  that  land  at  present  have  no*  necessary  right  to  the 
possession  of  them  any  more  than  of  the  vacant  teinds,  if  the  whole  arrangements 
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of  the  Beformation  are  to  be  sabyerted  by  DiiesUblisbment,  and  least  of  all,  if  tbey 
bave  turned  PapUti  tbemielyea,  baring  got  land  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
Protestants,  and  now  turning  Papists,  I  think  their  claim  to  the  land  is  gone. 
(Applause.)  And,  at  all  eyents,  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  welF  to  get  full 
information  upon  the  subject  pending  the  questions  which  may  ultimately  be  raised. 
Then  I  for  one  think  that,  instead  of  opposing  the  Teinds  Bill,  we  ought  to  urge  that 
the  landlords  of  Seotland  should  build  and  repair  all  the  churches  and  manses,  and 
that  we^  the  people  of  Scotland,  should  be  reiieyed  of  all  those  pecuniary  responsi- 
bilities. How  did  the  present  yezatious  state  of  things  come  about  1  It  came  about 
not  by  any  express  Act  of  Parliament,  but  by  an  erroneous  application  of  the  Yalua- 
tion  Act — that  Yalnatlon  Act  interpreted  by  judges,  but  containing  no  clause  to  the 
effect  that  the  old  heritors  were  to  be  exempted  from  their  duty.  That  Act  interpreted 
simply  has  laid  a  burden  upon  the  feuars,  embracing  multitudes  of  the  people  of 
Scotland,  which  they  are  not  entitled  to  bear,  and  I  regret  to  see  that  in  the  report 
on  the  subject  of  Church-rates,  which  will  come  up  by  and  by,  a  proposal  is  made 
to  abandon  the  demands  which  we  haye^  been  making  to  haye  that  matter  set  right 
in  the  interest  also  of  Disestablishment.  I  belieye  the  present  goyemment,  and  I  do 
not  profess  to  be  particularly  enamoured  of  them — (laughter) — I  belieye  they  haye 
intimated  their  willingness  to  introduce  this  important  reform  in  connection  with 
this  Teinds  Bill,  and  I  think  it  would  be  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  accept  of 
this  result.  We  are  not  to  keep  eyils  agoing  simply  that  good  may  come.  I  should 
like  to  see  that  evil  remoyed  from  Scotland,  for  I  belieye  it  was  introduced  into 
Scotland  erroneously.  In  short,  instead  of  opposing  one  mode  of  law  reform — for 
that  is  all  this  Teinds  Bill  proposes — I  would  reform  the  whole  legal  system  of  Scotland, 
which  I  think  is  yery  much  in  want  of  it  (Applause.)  It  is  the  old  feudal  system 
which  has  been  productiye  of  the  greatest  mischief,  and  I  would  hail  eyery  step  in 
tiie  direction  of  a  thorough  reform  of  it. 

Now,  in  regard  to  Disestablishment,  I  agree  entirely  with  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff. 
I  think  that  we,  as  a  Free  Church,  are  pledged  to  a  principle  which  is  opposed  to 
Disestablishment,  and  I  think  that  if  Disestablishment  comes  we  haye  no  firm  ground 
for  belieylng  that  it  will  work  in  the  direction  indicated  by  some  of  our  friends.  I 
read  with  interest  the  lectures  of  Bishop  Wordsworth,  and  I  must  say  that  these 
lectures  had  a  yery  admirable  tone  in  them,  although  in  consistency  he  frankly 
adyoeated  the  restoration  of  Prelaey  in  Scotland ;  and  surely  men  are  entitled  to 
say,  if  the  Presbyterians  haye  found  out  that  they  should  no  longer  be  established, 
thiU  may  be  a  yery  good  reason  why  the  place  should  be  declared  yacant,  and  the 
other  candidate,  yia.,  the  prelatieal  candidate — (laughter) — should  assert  his  right, 
and,  if  possible,  secure  that  right.  I  belieye  that  is  the  way  it  will  work.  We  look 
here  upon  our  little  country  of  Scotland,  and  we  forget  there  is  an  oyerwhelming 
body  of  men  in  the  British  Parliament  against  us,  and  I  belieye  that  they  are  just  as 
anxious  to  haye  Prelacy  re-established  on  this  side  of  the  Border  as  their  ancestors 
were.  And,  then,  what  are  you  seeing  on  the  other  side  1  Why,  you  see  on  the 
other  side  the  Established  Church,  or  a  large  number  of  them,  moring  directly 
towards  Prelaey.  When  we  speak  of  Disestablishment,  what  does  it  meant  It 
means  the  setting  aside  of  the  Keyolution  Settlement,  both  in  regard  to  the  doctrine 
and  worship  and  goyemment  of  the  Church.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  this,  for 
I  haye  respect  for  many  in  the  Established  Church ,  but  I  see  that  the  question  of 
doctrine  is  being  trifled  with — (hear,  hear) — and  I  rejoice  that  in  this  house  we  are 
dealiog  firmly  with  it,  whilst  I  think  they  are  trifling  with  it,  and  conniying  at 
monstrous  eyils.  But  in  regard  to  the  question  of  worship,  what  do  we  find  1  We 
all  know  what  the  worship  established  at  the  Beyolution  Settlement  was.  And  is 
that  the  worship  which  uniyersally  preyails  at  the  present  moment  in  the  Established 
Church  1  They  had  no  organs  and  liturgies,  and  none  of  those  adjuncts  which  are 
being  added  to  the  worship  of  the  Established  Church.  By  tolerating  this,  the 
ministers  of  the  Established  Church  are  not  openly  yiolating  their  ordination 
engagements,  but  are  disestablishing  themsehes.  They  are  forfeiting  all  legal  and 
moral  right  to  their  manses,  glebes,  and  stipends.  And,  then,  what  of  the  right 
whieh  is  giyen  to  congregations  in  that  Church  to  choose  their  worship  1  I  hold  that 
is  Independency,  and  not  Presbyterianism.  It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  the  most 
aeiiye  disestabUshers  in  Scotland  are  just  the  men  who  are  doing  nothing  to  meet 
the  difficnltiea  that  were  raised  in  1843,  but  are  going  on  immensely  to  augment 
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them,  and  who  are  moving  in  a  direction  as  some  of  them  may  reiy  detrlj  indiaii 
by  their  appreciation  of  tlio  book  of  the  late  Dr.  llobert  Lee,  moTing  in  the  direetiM 
of  having  Prelacy  act  up  in  this  country,  and  I  beliere  there  are  not  a  few  who  m 
quite  prepared,  aa  prepared  as  even  Archbishop  Sharp  was,  to  act  openly  in  tfctf 
direction  if  a  fair  opporiuuity  occurred.  (Applause.)  I  do  not  therefore  feel  U  li 
necessary  to  enter  at  large  upon  this  question.  I  agree  with  Sir  Henry  Monenin 
motion  entirely.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the  duty  or  the  interest  of  this  Asaemblyto 
enter  upon  the  subject,  but  if  I  were  to  enter  upon  the  subject,  theae  and  tiaSki 
views  arc  those  which  1  would  venture  to  submit  to  this  Assembly. 

Mr.  JAMES  BALFOL-R,  W.S.,  said— I  shall  be  in  a  difficulty  when  we  eoiMli 
the  vote,  for  though  there  are  three  motions  already  before  the  house,  I  am  not  pit* 
pared  to  support  either,  and  I  think  it  would  be  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  siliali 
a  fourth.  1  agree  generally  with  the  motion  of  Dr.  llainy,  in  so  far  as  regiids  Hil 
is  said  upon  Disestablishment.  I  have  never  made  myself  prominent  in  the  A» 
cussion  of  this  question,  although,  many  years  ago,  1  took  a  public  poeitioa  k 
reference  to  it  from  which  I  have  never  returned ;  but  I  do  not  propose  DtsestaUUk 
ment  from  any  antipathy  to  members  of  the  Established  Church,  with  many  of  wkH 
I  am  in  the  habit  of  meeting  in  evangelistic  work,  and  with  the  Bpiritnally-niaM 
of  them  I  have  always  comfort  in  co-operation.  But  I  won't  belong  to  the  Eiti^ 
lished  Church.  I  left  it  for  reasons  which  I  thought  justified  so  strong  a  step.  & 
was  because  of  the  position  in  which  the  Established  Church  was,  that  was,  in  ay 
opinion,  a  sin  against  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church.  That  they  have  never  chaiig4 
and  I  think  it  only  consistent  that  every  member  of  our  own  Chnrch  shonld  oppM 
the  present  Erastian  Church  as  the  National  Church  of  Scotland.  I  do  not  obfeekH 
the  principle  of  Eatablishment,  but  I  do  object  to  Scotland  having  for  her  Katioiri 
Church  a  Church  which  is  Eraatian — professedly  Erastian — ^and  which  ii  in  Ih 
position,  as  I  think,  of  sin  against  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church.  I  shall  MMI 
hesitate,  whenever  a  suitable  opportunity  occurs,  to  state  my  views  on  that  qiiMte 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  present  Church  of  Scotland  ought  to  be4i» 
established,  and  I  say  so  more  freely,  because  I  do  not  think  that  there  would  hi 
less  harm  accruing  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  country  if  that  DisestablishMflll 
were  to  take  place  to-morrow.  (Applause.)  I  think  that  the  surroundings,  llkevii^ 
are  such  that  the  religious  life  of  Scotland  would  be  fostered  quite  as  carefnlly  vilfe 
that  Church  disestablished  as  it  is  now  under  such  an  Establishment  But  the  poittl 
object  to  in  Dr.  Bainy's  motion  is  the  reference  it  makes  to  the  Teinds  Bill,  an 
before  Parliament.  I  must  say  I  regret  that  this  has  been  brought  in  ■omevU 
needlessly  into  a  motion  on  the  question  of  Disestablishment,  because  really  itdiH 
not  touch  the  question.  It  has  not  the  slightest  reference  to  Disestablishmeat  B 
rather  promotes  it  than  hinders  it,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  far  worthier  wd 
more  dignified  course  of  this  Church  would  have  been  to  have  had  no  refereoMli 
this  bill  at  all.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  is  not  one  in  which  we  are  interested  aa  a  Chaieh,Mi 
we  just  put  ourselves  in  an  attitude  regarding  it,  that  it  is  very  easy  to  mlsnndenlaA 
Mr.Balfour  proceeded  in  detail  to  go  over  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  holding  thit  Ik 
bill  did  not  facilitate  augmentations,  rather  that  it  only  enabled  heritors  to  aieartlli 
in  what  proportion  relatively  to  each  other  they  had  to  pay  angmentatloa  wha 
granted.  Surely,  he  said,  there  was  no  call  for  the  Free  Church  to  infceiferi^  mi 
say  that  the  heritors  shall  go  on  fighting.  This  question,  he  continued,  doM  Ml 
touch  the  question  of  Disestablishment,  except  in  this  way,  that  it  facilitates  ii  I 
the  question  of  Disestablishment  were  to  come  up  for  immediate  settlement,  it  w«^ 
be  a  great  advantage  for  the  country  to  know  where  the  teinds  are,  what  the  lilii 
amount  to,  and  who  the  teinds  belong  to;  and  that  will  be  ascertained  if  thia  Ailfi 
passed.  And  why  this  Church  should  be  anxious  to  have  Disestablishmenti  m' 
object  to  a  preliminary  investigation  of  that  sort,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know.  Tbtf 
being  my  views  in  reference  to  the  Teinds  Bill,  I  am  sony  I  cannot  lupportlhi 
motion  of  Dr.  llainy. 

Dr.  ADAM — I  trust  that  the  Assembly  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  great  g«tfil 
subject  in  this  Teinds  Bill  question.  In  regard  to  that  general  subjeot  of  DlseitiUi^ 
ment,  I  should  like  to  take  some  notice  of  the  arguments  adduced  by  Sir  Heuylli* 
creiff  and  Dr.  Bcgg  against  any  movement  in  the  direction  of  DiiestabliahflUBt  A 
was  first  of  all  urged  by  both,  and  with  some  force,  that  if  Disestablishmeat  Wi 
to  take  place,  Episcopacy  would  gain  ground  in  consequence.    Well,  Kodeiafeori  I  !■ 
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Doi  able  to  say  whether  that  apprehension  is  well  fonnded  or  not,  bat  my  opinion  is, 
that  Episcopacy  could  scarcely  have  greater  ad?antage8  than  it  has  in  connection 
with  the  state  of  matters  which  now  prerails.  It  is  because  of  our  dissensions, 
and  the  things  which  arise  out  of  these  dissensions,  that  Episcopacy  has  the  op- 
portunity of  making  progress  in  the  midst  of  our  Scottish  people ;  and  I  am  quite 
willing  to  run  the  risk,  believing  that  the  risk  will  not  be  worse  than  the  actual 
danger  which  exists  among  us  at  this  moment  But  what  Sir  Uenry  and  Dr. 
Beggare  chiefly  concerned  about  is  the  loss  of  a  national  testimony  to  religions  truth. 
What  kind  of  testimony  have  we  at  the  present  day  in  connection  with  Establishmentsi 
(Applause.)  You  must  look  at  the  matter  in  the  light  of  their  constitution  and  con- 
dition. Keed  I  remind  you  of  the  ritualism  and  rationalism  which  prevail  in  the 
English  Church  1  (Hear,  hear.)  And  keeping  to  Scotland,  is  the  state  of  things 
materially  better  1  We  know  too  well  the  unsound  basis  and  the  lax  practice  of  the 
Establishment.  Is  the  faith  maintained  there  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  our  friends 
on  the  opposite  side  in  this  discussion  1  Why,  it  appears  to  me,  that  the  most  real 
and  effectire  testimony  to  religious  truth  is  to  cling  in  the  way  of  protesting  against 
the  maintenance  of  what  involves  such  dishonour  to  God  and  His  Word.  I  am  not 
going  to  speak  about  the  state  of  matters  in  the  Scottish  Establishment,  but  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  Dr.  Begg  and  his  supporters  would  get  a  better  testimony  by 
the  renewal  of  it  than  they  do  by  upholding  it  as  at  present  constituted.  Sir  Henry 
specially  objects  to  this  movement  because  of  the  parties  with  whom  we  are  associated 
in  conducting  it^  I  think  that  the  right  course  to  follow  is  to  determine — is  the  end 
we  are  seeking  to  attain  a  righteous  one — is  the  object  in  view  a  thoroughly  good 
one)  If  it  be  so,  why  turn  away  from  it,  because  some  persons  going  along  with  us 
hold  principles  of  which  we  do  not  entirely  approve  ?  Is  that  a  wise  line  of  pro- 
cedure? But  Sir  Henry  Moncrelff  was  not  unwilling  to  be  associated  with  those 
parties  in  another  relation,  and  for  the  accomplishment  of  an  object  which  was 
thought  to  be  desirable — the  union  of  the  United  Presbyterians  with  the  Free 
Church.  And  I  cannot  see  that,  because  we  happen  to  differ  as  to  the  abstract 
power  of  the  eivil  magistrate,  we  should  refuse  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  our  brethren 
in  a  morement  of  this  description. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCEEIEF— I  did  not  allude  to  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Dr.  ADAM — If  Sir  Henry  did  not  allude  to  that  Church,  he  very  greatly 
strengthens  my  argument  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  two  powerful  parties 
working  for  Disestablishment  are  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  our  own,  and 
any  other  parties  ontside  of  these  bodies  are  comparatively  small — they  occupy  no 
influential  position  In  regard  to  the  question. 

Sir  HENRY  M0NCRE1PF--In  Scotland. 

Dr.  ADAM — In  Scotland,  exactly ;  we  are  speaking  of  Scotland  in  particular  at 
present  Undoubtedly  we  are  mainly  concerned  with  Scotland  just  now,  and  I  hold, 
if  you  ezelnde  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  there  is  nothing  about  the  bodies 
that  may  be  mixed  up  with  this  movement  among  us  which  should  lead  us  to  turn 
avay  from  its  prosecution,  if  only  it  be  a  right  movement  in  itself.  (Applause.) 
With  regard  to  the  motion  of  my  friend  Mr.  M'Micking,  1  will  unite  with  Dr.  Rainy 
in  saying  that  Mr.  M'Mlcking  is  entitled  to  great  credit  for  the  interest  he  takes  in 
this  subject — (applause) — and  for  the  services  be  has  rendered  to  the  Church  in  this 
and  other  respects.  But  I  would  deprecate  very  much  the  adoption  of  his  motion. 
Why,  it  is  just  a  detailed  scheme  of  Disestablishment ;  and  the  principle  of  the  scheme 
is,  tliat  the  endowments  should  be  taken  from  the  Established  Church,  and  applied 
in  the  way  of  meeting  the  expense  of  education,  of  being  a  substitute  for  the  present 
school  rates.  I  am  not  here  to  say  whether  that  would  be  a  right  course  to  follow  or 
not,  but  I  refuse  to  be  committed  at  this  stage  as  to  what  may  be  the  proper  appli- 
cation of  the  funds  which  will  be  set  free  in  the  event  of  Disestablishment;  and  my 
chief  objection  to  the  proposal  is,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  go  forward  in  this  movement 
under  the  influence  of  any  mercenary  or  worldly  calculations.  I  think  that  there  are 
great  principles  here  involved,  righteous,  religious  principles,  and  I  do  not  choose 
to  advocate  the  cause  in  the  way  of  trying  to  hold  out  inducements  to  the  people — 
peenniary  inducements— to  go  in  for  Disestablishment  I  think  that  is  bringing  the 
subjeet  down  to  a  somewhat  low  level,  and  I  would  plead  that  no  decision  as  to  the 
proper  application  of  the  funds  should  be  come  to  at  present.    Why,  as  I  believe,  we 
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are  weakening  onr  hands  and  hindering  the  moyemeni  in  90  far  as  we  gti  into  dis* 
enuion  among  onrselTea  as  to  the  beet  way  of  toming  to  account  the  endowmenta 
which  will  be  aTailable  in  the  event  of  Disestablishment.  Our  interest  ia  to  preaa 
forward,  and  when  we  come  nearer — I  hope  we  are  not  very  far  distant  from  the 
coDBommation — (applauae) — it  will  then  be  comparatively  easy  to  settle  theae  qnes- 
tiona  of  detail  as  to  the  mode  of  effectiug  Disestablishment,  and  aiilising  the  funds 
that  will  then  be  released.  With  regard  to  the  Teinds  Bill,  I  am  not  quite  sure  but 
that  it  might  have  been  better  to  have  dealt  with  it  separately,  and  ao  far  diaentangled 
it  from  the  wider,  greater  subject  of  Disestablishment,  leaving  it  to  stand  by  itself. 
My  feeling  is  that  we  are  rather  bringing  down,  at  least  mnning  some  risk  of  bringing 
down,  the  general  question  by  connecting  it  with  one  which,  while  no  doubt  important 
in  its  own  place,  is  certainly  of  a  far  inferior  description.  I  think,  however,  that  the 
Assembly  should  be  quite  decided  in  regard  to  this  Teinda  Bill.  I  hope  that  whether 
it  be  put  alongside  a  resolution  as  to  Disestablishment^  or  treated  in  any  separate 
independent  way,  the  verdict  of  the  Assembly  will  be  elear  and  strong  as  to  the 
measure.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  found  possible  to  extricate  some  of  our  friends  from 
the  diffieultiea  in  which  they  profess  to  find  themselves  placed  by  the  binding  up  of 
the  two  together.  I  repeat  it  may  be  practicable  to  open  up  a  way  of  escape  horn 
the  entanglement,  that  is  to  aay,  should  the  need  and  the  desire  be  felt  by  any  con- 
siderable number  of  members.  I  do  not  decide  whether  it  is  expedient  or  not ;  I 
merely  tlirow  out  the  suggestion  for  the  consideration  of  Dr.  Bainy,  whoae  motion  ia 
nnder  discussion.  Whatever  our  friends  the  lawyera  may  aay  on  the  subject,  we 
should  be  unhesitating  in  our  opposition  to  the  Teinds  BilL  It  ia  all  very  well  to 
talk  about  it  aa  simply  designed  to  facilitate  legal  processes.  Why,  sir.  It  was  a 
snspieions  circumstance — it  ought  to  have  been  felt  by  our  Liberal  frienda  as  a  sns> 
picions  circumstance— that  this  bill  was  first  suggested  and  ia  mainly  supported  by 
eertain  parties.  The  present  Government  did  not  owe  so  much  to  the  landed 
proprietors  of  Scotland,  it  did  not  owe  so  much  to  the  Established  Church  ministers 
of  Scotland — (applause) — that  any  measure  specially  under  their  patronage^  and  for 
the  accomplishment  of  their  endiB,  should  have  been  the  first  to  be  taken  up,  ao  far 
aa  this  part  of  the  kingdom  is  concerned,  by  a  Liberal  Government.  (Applauae.) 
I  think  it  is  fitted  to  awaken  suspicion,  and  I  trust  that  the  Government  will  yet 
have  the  wisdom  and  the  courage  to  throw  overboard  this  unhappy  bill,  which 
assuredly  does  not  commend  itself  to  any  conaiderable  section  of  the  party  on 
whose  support  the  present  Ministry  must  depend.  (Applause.)  Mr.  Balfour  may 
tell  ua  what  it  is  intended  or  not  intended  to  do.  There  can  be  no  question  that 
it  is  planned  and  meant  to  benefit  the  landed  proprietora,  and  to  beiiefit  the  pariah 
ministers  in  the  way  of  giving  them  facilitiea  for  obtaining  augmentationa.  It  ia 
an  unpleasant  thing  that  we  should  have  before  ua  a  measure  whieh  proceeds  on 
the  basis  of  Establishment  aa  a  thing  to  be  maintained — (hear,  hear) — and  is 
to  have  better  provision  made  for  the  upholding  and  increase  of  the  stipenda  of 
its  ministers  at  the  very  time  when  the  quesUon  of  Disestablishment  has  been 
raiaed,  at  the  very  time  when  Government  knows  well  that  the  subjeet  has  taken 
firm  and  deep  hold  of  the  people  of  Scotland.  I  aay  that  of  itself  ia  aa  ominoua 
circumstance,  and  I  hold  that  we  are  thus  warranted  in  making  a  decided  atand 
against  this  particular  bill.  But  I  adhere  to  the  view  that  it  is  highly  deairable 
not  to  lose  any  material  support,  so  far  aa  the  main  part  of  the  motion  ia  con- 
cerned, by  reason  of  the  doubts  and  difficulties,  legal  or  otherwise,  with  reference 
to  this  subordinate  measure.  In  any  case,  I  hope  the  testimony  of  the  Church  will 
be  not  less  decisive  than  it  has  been  in  the  past  on  the  subject  of  Diaeatabliah- 
ment.  Allow  me  to  read  a  sentence  or  two  which  very  much  struck  me,  from  a 
volume  of  travela  by  H.  Hussey  Yivian,  M.P.  Along  with  Mr.  Childera,  he  made 
a  tour  in  1877  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  America,  and  when  yon  oonaider 
hia  ecclesiastical  position,  his  predilections  and  preposseaslons,  I  aay  any  testimony 
from  him  which  goes  in  the  direction  of  the  measure  we  are  now  advocating  ia 
of  great  value.  It  is  at  least  thoroughly  impartial.  He  thus  writes :  "  There  is 
no  Established  Church  of  course,  nor  could  I  see  or  hear  that  its  absenee  waa  felt. 
There  appeared  to  be  ample  accommodation  for  religious  worship  ereiywhere,  not 
alone  in  the  great  cities,  but  in  the  country  villagety  in  which,  as  we  paaaed  along,  I 
alwaya  saw  one  or  more  churches.  The  buildings  were  substantial,  and  frequently 
coatly.    The  outward  adornment  of  chnrchea  appeared  to  be  the  aim  of  all  denomi* 
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Batioiui  alike — I  siupect  that  denominational ibbk  is  not  half  io  Btrong  a  sentiment 
u  it  is  with  OS."  (Applause.)  I  think,  sir,  that  testimony  is  valuable,  and  may 
veil  shake  out  of  their  fears  some  of  the  friends  who  hare  hitherto  been  opposed  to 
as  in  this  snbjeet.    (Loud  applaose.) 

Mr.  M'EWAN,  Edinburgh,  said  he  thought  the  time  was  near  when  there  should 
not  be  two  sides  of  the  house  on  this  question.      He  expected  along  with  others 
that  the  Established  Church  would  hare  come  to  acknowledge  that  the  Free  Church 
held  principles  of  yital  consequence  at  the  Disruption,  and  made  sacrifices  then  of 
great  moment ;  but,  so  far  as  the  signs  of  the  times  could  be  read,  the  Established 
Church,  instead  of  acknowledgiog  that  her  position  then  was  wrong,  and  that  the 
Free  Church  was  injured,  seemed  to  be  going  the  other  way.    (Applause.)     The 
facts  of  history  seemed  now  to  be  perTerted,  and  the  old  saying  about  the  Free 
Church  being  martyrs  by  mistake  Tery  much  homologated.    (Hear,  hear. )    That 
did  not  tend  to  draw  people  nearer  to  the  Established  Church.     (Applause.)     They 
also  hoped  not  only  in  regard  to  the  question   of  spiritual  independence,  but  in 
regard  to  the  question  of  doctrine,  that  a  different  result  would  hare  been  seen  bj 
a  Church  haying  such  a  Confession  of  Faith,  and  with  securities  connected  with  it 
that  they  beliered  were  not  in  connection  with  the  disestablished  churches.     But 
now  it  would  seem  that  even  with  these  securities  there  is  a  movement  in  an 
opposite  direction — a  movement  of  looseness  in  regard  to  the  questions  of  doctrine 
and  discipline.    In  fact,  so  far  as  one  could  judge,  it  seemed  tending  towards  a 
broad  church,  such  as  the  Church  of  England,  a  Church  containing  all  kinds  of 
opinions,  not  upon  subsidiary  or  unimportant  questions,  but  on  vital  questions  on 
wUch  the  life  of  a  Church  depended.    He  agreed  with  Dr.  Begg  that  there  were 
symptoms  clearly  shown  of  a  tendency  to  Ritualism,  which  was  advocated  by  the 
ablest  and  most  thoroughly  evangelical  men  in  the  Establishment.     When  he  saw 
men  such  as  the  well-known  minister  of  the  West  Kirk  indicate  his  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  Liturgy,  he  had  to  confess  that  if  this  state  of  things  went  on  much 
longer  they  would  have  the  Established  Church  much  more  ready  to  pass  over  to  a 
prelatical  church  government  than  the  Free  Church  was  aware  of.    (Applause.)    For 
these  and  other  reasons  they  ought  to  band  together  ou  this  question.    The  testi- 
mony at  present  raised  by  the  Established  Church  for  the  headship  of  Christ  over 
the  nations  and  over  the  Church  was  not  of  much  value  in  the  face  of  these  things. 
(Applause.)    That  led  him  to  state  why  he  must  vote  for  Sir  Henry  Monereiff's 
motion.      The  motions  on  the  other  side  did  not  place  on  the  front  of  it  our 
well-known  principles  as  to  Christ's  Headship  over  the  nations  as  well  as  over  the 
Church.    Tbia  he  regarded  as  a  grave  omission,  and  must  be  supplied  ere  he  could 
support  it.    He  held  it  was  one  thing  to  say  that  the  testimony  of  that  Church 
was  of  no  value  in  its  present  condition,  and  quite  another  thing  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion as  to  what  should  be  their  testimony,  and  what  should  be  the  position  they 
ought  to  occupy  in  regard  to  that  question.     The  question  of  what  a  government  or 
another  Church  was  doing  were  questions  by  themselves,  but  they  had  a  question  to 
face, — they  had  a  history,  they  had  principles,  and  he  hoped  they  would  go  forward 
unanimously  with  a  desire  for  the  removal  of  the  Establishment  as  at  present 
constituted  in  consistency  with  these  well-known  principles.     (Applause.) 

Several  members  rose  to  continue  the  discussion. 

Dr.  WILSON  asked  whether  it  was  possible  to  continue  the  discussion  1 
("Yote.*')  They  had  a  considerable  amount  of  business,  and  if  they  had  to  take 
two  divisions  the  day  would  be  well  exhausted,  and  he  himself  was  worn  out. 
(**  Vote,  vote.") 

Dr.  THOMSON,  Paisley,  felt  called  upon  to  speak,  as  his  name  had  been  men- 
tioned by  Sir  Henry.     ("  Vote.") 

The  MODERATOR  (pro  tern.).  Dr.  Elder—I  think  the  feeling  of  the  house  la 
that  the  discussion  should  be  closed,  and  the  vote  taken.  Of  course,  Dr.  Rainy  has 
a  right  to  reply.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Principitl  RAINY  did  not  propose  to  detain  the  house  with  any  reply.  Sir 
Henry's  statement  had  already  been  touched  upon  by  Dr.  Adam.  In  regard  to  Mr. 
M'Micklng's  motion  and  statement,  he  thought  it  very  proper  that  these  views 
should  be  brought  prominently  liefore  the  community.  At  the  same  time  he  felt 
be  ahonld  not  be  able  to  vote  for  his  motion  as  against  Sir  Henry  Moncreiff*a 
motion,  for,  if  carried,  it  might  become  the  view  of  the  house.    He  had  a  great 
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respect  for  Mr.  Balfour's  difficulty,  but  he  was  afraid  he  had  not  a  sufficient  ground 
for  calling  upon  any  one  to  adopt  his  suggestion  to  drop  out  the  opposition  to  the 
Teinds  Bill.     (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  M'MICKING  expressed  himself  willing  to  take  his  motion  against  Sir 
Henry's  by  a  show  of  hands.     (Cries  of  "  Withdraw.**) 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  had  no  objection  if  his  seconder  was  willing. 

Dr.  BEGG  said  his  feeling  was  that  they  should  diride  in  the  regular  way. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF— Without  consent  it  can't  be  done.  (Cries  of*  Vote," 
"  Withdraw.") 

Mr.  MIMICKING  said  several  people  were  calling  upon  him  to  withdraw,  and 
as  Dr.  Rainy  had  threatened  to  vote  for  Sir  Henry's  motion 

Principal  RAINY — No;  I  only  say  I  can't  vote  for  your  motion. 

Mr.  ISDALE,  Glasgow,  was  favourable  to  Mr.  M'Micking's  views,  but  thought  it 
would  place  them  in  an  awkward  position  if  they  had  to  vote  between  his  motion 
and  that  of  Dr.  Rainy.  He  advised  Mr.  M'Micking  to  withdraw.  (Cries  of  '*  With, 
dmw.") 

Mr.  M'MICEING  asked  leave,  and  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  house  was  then  divided  between  Principal  Rainy's  and  Sir  Henry  MoncreiflTs 
motions,  with  the  following  result : — 

Principal  Rainy's  motion 137 

Sir  Henry  Moncreiflfs  motion 45 

Majority 92 

The  result  was  received  with  applause. 

Therefore,  in  terms  of  that  motion,  the  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and 
Yetnm  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  reappoint  them  with  the  former  instmetiona. 

The  Assembly  adhere  to  the  resolutions  on  this  subject  of  last  Assembly,  adopted 
after  fall  discussion. 

Further,  the  General  Assembly  having  had  their  attention  called  to  the  Teinds 
Bill  now  before  Parliament,  resolve  that  the  teinds  do  not  belong  by  right  to  the 
existing  Establishment ;  that  they  ought  to  be  administered  and  applied  with  a  view 
to  the  good  of  the  community ;  and  that  until  this  question  is  raised,  and  while 
things  continue  on  their  present,  basis,  no  legislation  reeognising  that  basis,  and 
proceeding  on  it,  ought  to  take  place. 

The  Assembly  direct  the  committee  to  prepare  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  terms  of  this  fiuding,  authorise  the  Moderator  to  sign  it  when  prepared, 
and  transmit  it  to  Mr.  Cowan  for  presentation. 

THK  BOOTSTT  VOB  THE  PBOFAGATIOK  OV  CHBISTIAN  KKOWLSDGS. 

Mr.  MACPHAIL,  Edinburgh,  gave  in  the  report  on  the  "S.  P.  C.  K.,**  on  which 
there  were  three  overtures  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Orkney,  Paisley,  and  Ayr,  calling 
for  the  equal  distribution  and  management  of  the  fund  as  opposed  to  the  administra- 
tion by  Church  of  Scotland  representatives.  In  submitting  the  report,  Mr.  Maepbail 
said — Moderator,  information  on  a  subject  like  that  referred  to  in  the  report  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  the  Assembly  filters  but  slowly  into  the 
pnblie  mind,  and  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  house  will  kindly  excuse  me  if  I  begin  by 
explaining  shortly  the  nature  of  the  ease  with  which  we  have  to  deal.  Here,  then, 
you  have  a  society  that  was  founded  primarily  and  almost  exclusively  for  the  special 
behoof  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands.  From  the  deep  interest 
felt  in  that  population  by  the  Christian  community  of  oor  own  and  other  lands, 
voluntary  contributions  were  poured  into  the  treasury  of  the  society  until  it  is  now 
possessed  of  several  landed  estates  and  other  properties  which  yield  an  income  of 
■ay  £6000  a  year.  The  constitution  of  the  society  is  such  that  persons  of  any  Pro- 
testant denomination  who  contribute  to  its  funds  may  be  elected  members  and 
directors  of  the  society.  The  Royal  Charter  by  which  it  was  formed  into  a  corporate 
body  does  not  require  that  a  single  director  or  even  a  single  member  of  the  society 
■hall  belong  to  the  Established  Church.  All  it  provides  is  that  they  shall  be  of  the 
Christian  Reformed  Protestant  religion.  But  while  the  society  is  admitted  to  be 
thus  catholic  as  regards  the  choice  of  members  and  directors,  the  ease  is^very  different 
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in  regard  to  the  penone  whom  ii  may  employ  to  do  its  work.  By  a  decision  of  the 
Conrt  of  Seseion  in  1846,  it  was  declared  that  while  the  society  is  perfectly  free  in 
the  choice  of  any  Protestant  agents  whom  it  employs  for  its  serTice  abroad,  it  is 
qaite  illegal  for  it  to  employ  any  one  to  do  its  work  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands 
of  Scotland  ezeept  a  member  of  the  Established  Church.  (''  Shame.")  Very  high 
authority  must  be  quoted  in  support  of  the  opinion  that  this  strange  decision  is  bad 
in  law,  and  is  a  decision  that  would  not  be  made  now.  But  whatever  the  decision 
may  be  in  law  it  is  manifestly  unjust,  and  the  restriction  it  imposed  has  to  a  large 
extent  destroyed  the  usefulness  of  the  society  among  the  population  for  whose  good 
it  was  founded.  The  injustice  and  the  injnriousness  of  this  restriction  are  so  mani- 
fest that  the  Boyal  Commission  of  1872  unanimously  recommended  that  it  should 
be  removed.  And  in  making  that  unanimous  recommendation  they  stated  that  they 
thought  it  so  reasonable  that  they  did  not  require  to  support  it  by  any  argument. 
Th«re  is  a  consideration  to  which  the  Royal  Commissioners  did  not  need  to  advert 
which  the  Assembly  ought  to  haTO  in  yiew.  While  the  decision  of  the  Court  of 
Session  professedly  dealt  only  with  the  agents  employed  by  the  society,  and  required 
only  that  these  should  be  members  of  the  Established  Church,  it  has  had  this  farther 
practical  effect.  It  has  rendered  it  impossible  for  any  persons  to  take  part  in  the 
management  of  the  society  nnless  they  are  prepared  to  be  mere  tools  of  that  Chureh. 
The  natural  consequence  has  been  that  erer  since  1846  the  directors  of  the  society 
as  well  as  its  agents  have  been  members  of  the  Establishment.  Such  is  the  case  to 
be  dealt  with.  A  society  with  an  income  of  £6000  to  £8000  a  year  from  funds 
contributed  by  Protestant  Christians  of  various  denominations;  a  society  with  a 
constitution  so  liberal  that  if  its  members  and  directors  are  only  of  the  Christian 
Beformed  Protestant  religion  it  is  not  necessary  that  so  much  as  one  of  them  should 
belong  to  the  Established  Church ;  but  a  society  that  in  consequence  of  a  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Session  in  1846,  declaring  that  all  the  agents  whom  it  employs  in 
Scotland  must  belong  to  that  Church,  has  ever  since  then  been  managed  exclusively 
by  members  of  the  Establishment,  it  being  impossible  for  Christian  men  of  other 
denominations  to  act  as  directors  of  the  society  under  the  new  interpretations  put 
upon  its  constitution. 

Ifow,  what  do  we  want  1  It  is  important  that  our  claim  should  not  be  misunder- 
stood. Well,  first  of  all,  we  do  not  claim  this  society  for  the  Free  Church.  We  have  no 
desire  to  prevent  any  persons  belonging  to  the  Established  Church,  or  to  any  other 
Protestant  denomination,  from  being  members  or  directors  of  the  society,  or  from 
being  employed  in  its  service  either  at  home  or  abroad.  We  have  no  desire  to  prevent 
the  Established  Church  from  having  any  legitimate  influence  in  connection  with  the 
society  to  which  it  is  entitled  on  the  ground  of  its  liberality  to  the  funds  or  of  its 
interest  in  the  Highlands.  But  we  claim  the  benefits  of  the  society  for  the  popula- 
tion for  whose  behoof  it  was  founded.  And  in  order  to  this  we  demand  two  things. 
We  demand,  first,  that  the  restriction  imposed  upon  the  society  in  the  choice  of  its 
agents  shall  be  removed,  so  that  the  society  shall  be  free  to  employ  as  its  agents 
sny  persons  who  are  qualified  to  instruct  the  people  in  the  Christian  Beformed 
Prot^tant  religion,  although  they  do  not  belong  to  the  Established  Church.  And 
we  demand,  secondly,  that  the  management  of  the  society  shall  be  no  longer  exclu. 
sirely  in  the  hands  of  Churchmen,  but  that  the  board  of  directors  shall  include 
members  of  other  Protestant  denominations — ^men  who  will,  in  good  faith,  give  effect 
to  the  liberty  which  we  claim  for  the  society  in  the  choice  of  its  agents.  (Applause.) 
Sir,  that  Is  what  we  want  That  is  no  irreligious  or  sectarian  or  fanatical  demand. 
And  I  appeal  to  this  house,  I  appeal  even  to  the  present  directors  of  the  society,  and 
I  appeal  to  the  country  and  to  the  Government  of  the  country,  whether  that  claim 
of  ours  be  not  just,  whether  it  be  not  reasonable,  whether  it  be  not  moderate^ 
whether  it  be  not  in  entire  accordance  with  the  fair  interpretation  of  the  constitution 
of  the  society,  as  that  is  set  forth  in  the  royal  letters  patent  by  which  the  society 
was  incorporated.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  being  our  demand,  the  question  at  once  arises 
— How  ean  we  get  what  we  want ) 

Kow,  in  answer  to  that  question,  I  would  like  this  Church  and  the  country  to 
notice  that  all  that  we  demand  might  have  been  obtained  under  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion of  1878.  That  Commission  was  appointed  for  the  very  purpose  of  enabling  such 
bodies  as  the  directors  of  this  society  to  give  effect  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Royal  OommissioQ  of  1872.    And  had  the  directors  desired  it  there  would  have 
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been  no  dlfficolty  whatever  in  removing  through  that  Commtsaion  the  reatriction  aa 
to  their  choice  of  agents  imposed  by  the  decision  of  1846.  But  the  directora  ahoved 
no  such  desire.  They  showed  no  wish  to  possesa  the  liberty  which  they  eoold  ao 
easily  have  obtained.  On  the  contrary,  they  intimated  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  devote  to  the  support  of  missions  in  connection  with  the  Established  Church  the 
funds  that  were  being  set  free  through  the  discontinuing  of  ao  many  of  their  aehoola 
owing  to  the  aetting  up  of  the  national  system  of  education.  Thanka  to  Dr.  Elder, 
Dr.  Begg,  and  others,  who  are  still  members  of  the  society,  an  arrest  waa  laid  upon 
that  intention  by  a  formal  protest  which  those  gentlemen  entered  againat  It.  Bat 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  funds  since  they  could  not  be  diverted  to  the  anpport 
of  missions  1  Among  other  things  a  scheme  of  itinerating  aehoola  waa  devised. 
That  soheme  is  the  first  matter  referred  to  in  the  report  laid  on  yonr  table.  Under 
that  scheme  the  directora  offer  to  enable  school  boarda  of  parishes  in  which  the 
rates  are  more  than  6d.  in  the  pound  to  take  advantage  of  a  provision  in  the  Scottish 
code  for  educating  small  groups  of  children  in  remote  distriota  where  it  .would  be  im- 
poaaible  to  maintain  regular  Board  schools.  The  society  make  it  a  eondition  of 
their  grants  that  they  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  and  be  satisfied  with  the  reli- 
gions teaching  in  the  aehoola.  The  teachers  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  aehool 
boards,  and  it  ia  not  aaid  to  be  a  condition  of  their  appointment  that  they  ahall 
belong  to  the  Eat&blished  Chnrch.  Kow,  a  good  deal  haa  been  aaid  of  the  liberality 
of  the  directora  for  having  made  no  such  condition.  But  I  mnai  frankly  oonfeaa, 
from  my  knowledge  of  the  Highlands,  that  I  would  like  a  aomewhat  clearer  proof 
of  liberality  than  any  I  see  in  thia  scheme.  There  are  aehool  boarda  and  aebool 
boarda.  And  I  do  not  heaitate  to  aay  that  there  could  not  be  a  greater  deloaion 
than  to  imagine  that  the  school  boards  in  many  parts  of  the  Highlands  repreaent  the 
population  of  the  Highlanda  in  the  aame  aense  that  the  aehool  boarda  of  the  Low- 
landa  represent  the  popnlation  of  the  Lowlands.  I  only  wish  that  aome  of  my 
brethren  in  the  Highlanda  would  apeak  out  on  thia  and  other  aubjecta. 

Sir,  I  can  quite  easily  conceive  of  such  a  scheme  as  this  being  wrooght  by  a 
f  chool  board  aa  exeloaively  in  the  interests  of  the  Sstabliahed  Chnrch  aa  if  li  were 
made  a  condition  of  the  scheme  that  no  teacher  ahall  be  employed  nnder  it  except 
in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Seaaion.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
thia  scheme  be  more  liberal  than  that  deciaion  it  muat  be  illegal,  for  thai  dedaion 
waa  never  modified.  And  what  ia  the  meaning  of  that  deciaion  1  Fortanately»  we 
have  the  cleareat  evidenee  of  what  the  directors  think  it  means.  And  aa  their  nnder- 
atanding  of  it  ia  baaed  on  a  special  opinion  of  counael  which  they  got  in  regard  to  it» 
I  ahall  read  their  viewa  from  the  evidence  they  gave  before  the  Boyal  Commia^on  of 
1872: — "Mr.  Parker — I  believe  there  waa  a  qaeation  tried  In  court  aa  to  whether 
you  eonld  appoint  a  Free  Church  teacher  or  nott  Dr.  ^isbet— rYes,  it  waa  tried, 
and  settled  to  the  effect  that  we  could  not — Waa  that  qaeation  raiaed  in  oonatqnence 
of  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the  society  to  appoint  such  teachera  1 — No ;  it  waa  in  con- 
aequenoe  of  the  achiam  in  the  Church  of  Scotland  in  1848.  A  minority  of  the 
directora  of  the  society  at  that  time  belonged  to  the  New  Separatiata,  the  Free 
Churchy  and  they  wished  that»  notwithatanding  that  a  number  of  the  teachera 
adhered  to  the  newly-formed  aeet^  they  should  still  remain  on  the  acheme  of  the 
society.  The  queation  waa  tried  in  the  courta  here,  and  in  1846,  three  yearn  after- 
wards, judgment  waa  given  to  the  effect  that  it  waa  impossible  to  give  granta  from 
our  funds  to  any  teacher  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Church  of  Scotland.----Of  oonrse, 
yon  would  be  similarly  bound  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  itinerant  teachera  1 — 
Mr.  Cook — Tea.  We  recently  obtained  an  opinion  of  counsel  as  to  whether  it  would 
be  possible  to  give  rewards  for  superior  knowledge  of  religions  truths  in  achools 
where  the  teacher  waa  not  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  and  we  found  that 
that  would  be  beyond  our  power.'*  In  view  of  theae  anawera,  may  I  not  ask,  Where 
is  the  liberality  of  which  we  hear  ao  much  1  It  is  not  in  their  power  to  be  liberaL 
And  am  I  not,  therefore,  justified  in  saying  that  this  scheme  is  either  illegal  or  it  is 
misleading,  and  that  in  its  present  form  it  would  be  wise  in  Free  Churchmen  to 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  An  opportunity  was  given  to  the  directors  of  gracefully 
conceding  in  a  legal  manner  the  reasonable  and  righteona  demand  which  we  make. 
But  they  let  it  alip.  They  did  worse.  They  positively  refoaed  to  go  before  the  laat 
Commiaslon  when  they  were  asked  by  Dr.  Begg  and  others  to  do  ao.  We  must^ 
therefore,  now  look  for  redreaa  to  the  Commission  to  be  appointed  nnder  the  bill  at 
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present  before  Parliament.  Kow,  in  regard  to  that  bill,  I  think  I  may  venture  to 
aay  that  it  has  not  yet  received  from  many  of  those  who  have  pronoanced  an  opinion 
upon  it,  anything  like  the  searching  examination  to  which  it  should  have  been  sub- 
jectedf  from  its  great  importance  in  connection  with  the  fatare  education  of  Scotland. 
The  attention  of  yonr  committee  has  been  directed  specially  to  two  clauses  of  the 
bill,  the  9th  and  the  29th,  and  grave  fears  are  entertained  in  regard  to  the  effect  of 
both  of  them  as  they  at  present  stand.  As  is  stated  in  the  report,  their  doubts  were 
first  awakened  in  connection  with  the  29th  section  of  the  bill.  Provision  is  made 
by  that  section  for  enabling  the  governing  body  of  any  educational  endowment  to 
submit  a  special  ease  to  the  Court  of  Session  for  the  opinion  of  the  court  on  the 
legality  of  a  scheme  framed  by  the  Commissioners.  Should  the  court  be  of  opinion 
that  the  scheme  is  contrary  to  law,  the  Education  Department  is  expressly  pro- 
hibited from  approving  thereof. 

Now,  it  appeared  to  the  committee  to  be  at  least  possible,  and  by  no  means  im- 
probable, that  the  court  might  consider  itself  bound  to  declare  any  scheme  to  be 
contrary  to  law  that  would  interfere  with  its  own  decision  in  1846.  The  committee, 
therefore,  sent  Dr.  Begg  and  the  convener  to  London,  as  a  deputation  to  the  Qovem- 
ment  in  regard  to  this  matter.  The  9th  section  of  the  bill  refers  to  the  apportion- 
ment of  what  are  called  mixed  endowments.  By  mixed  endowments  are  meant 
endowments  of  which  a  part  is  devoted  to  education  and  part  is  applicable  or 
applied  to  other  charitable  purposes.  It  will  be  seen  at  once  that  the  funds  of  this 
society  should  be  regarded  as  a  mixed  endowment,  because  part  of  them  is  applicable 
to  the  support  of  missions  and  part  to  education.  Kow,  the  9th  section  of  the  bill 
provides,  first,  that  the  part  of  the  annual  income  which  is  applicable  to  other 
charitable  uses  than  education  shall  not  be  diverted  from  such  uses.  And  it  pro- 
vides, second,  for  ascertaining  the  proportion  of  the  annual  income  that  should  be 
devoted  to  such  other  uses.  Now,  in  this  society,  the  proportion  could  be  very  easily 
fixed  by  devoting  to  other  uses  all  those  funds  which  were  formerly  devoted  to  them 
by  the  bequest  of  the  donors  and  none  others.  But  this  clause  of  the  bill  does  not 
leave  the  Commissioners  free  to  draw  any  such  line.  It  declares  that  the  part  of 
the  ineome  to  be  devoted  to  other  uses  shall  be  the  average  proportion  appropriated 
to  them  during  the  three  years  before  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

Let  me  ask  the  house  to  mark  well  what  this  implies.  I  am  not  in  circum- 
stances to  state  what  is  the  average  amount  devoted  by  the  society  to  missions 
during  the  last  three  years,  but  in  the  scheme  of  their  establishment  for  the  year, 
from  May  1879  to  May  1880,  the  directors  set  apart  for  ecclesiastical,  as  dis- 
tingnished  from  educational,  objects,  the  sum  of  about  £1800.  Let  us  suppose  that 
to  be  the  average  for  three  years.  Kow,  that  would  be  a  monstrous  proportion  of 
the  income  of  the  society  to  divert  from  education.  But  in  dealing  with  this  endow- 
ment the  Commissioners  would  be  obliged  by  the  9th  section  of  the  bill  first  of  all 
to  set  aside  this  snm  of  £1800  a  year  for  ecclesiastical  missions.  But  that  is  not 
alL  When  that  sum  is  once  set  aside  for  such  an  object  the  new  Commissioners 
shall  have  nothing  more  to  say  in  regard  to  it.  Any  scheme  framed  by  them  as 
Educational  Commissioners  can  deal  only  with  that  part  of  the  funds  which  is  set 
apart  for  education.  If  there  be  any  abuse  connected  with  the  funds  set  apart  for 
missions  they  shall  have  no  power  under  this  bill  to  correct  that  abuse,  however 
gross  it  may  be. 

Take,  e.g,,  the  case  of  St.  Eilda.  It  is  well  known  that  the  society  received  a 
special  endowment  for  the  support  of  a  missionary  in  that  island.  There  is  nothing, 
I  understand,  in  the  terms  of  that  bequest  which  requires  that  the  missionary  em- 
ployed by  the  society  should  be  a  member  of  the  Established  Church.  The  whole 
population  of  the  island  joined  the  Free  Church  in  1848,  and  would  have  no  mis- 
sionary except  a  Pree  Churchman  to  attend  to  their  spiritual  interests.  But  such  a 
missionary  the  directors,  even  if  they  desired  it,  are  not  at  liberty  to  employ.  The 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Session  in  1846  forbids  them.  And  I  want  to  emphasise 
that  there  is  no  power  provided  by  the  bill  now  before  Parliament  for  correcting 
such  gross  abuse  as  this.  On  the  contrary,  the  provisions  of  the  9th  section  of  the 
bill,  as  that  stands  at  present,  would  only  perpetuate  and  strengthen  the  abuse  by 
giving  it,  at  least  by  implication,  a  fresh  legal  sanction.  This  should  be  enough  to 
show  that  the  9  th  section  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  the  29th,  has  a  very  important 
bearing  on  the  opening  up  of  this  society.    It  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  the 
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fears  which  were  entertained  in  connection  with  both  have  since  then  been  folly 
justified  bj  opinion  of  eminent  counsel  obtained  as  to  their  real  Import  The  de- 
puties irho  were  sent  to  London  had  the  honour  of  an  interview,  first  with  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  then  with  Mr.  Mundella.  In  their  interview  with  Mr.  Mundella  thejr 
were  accompanied  by  Mr.  Parker  and  Mr.  Ramsay  of  Kildalton,  two  members  of 
the  Bojal  Commission  of  1872,  and  also  by  Mr.  Dick  Peddie,  the  member  for  Kil- 
marnock, and  Dr.  Webster,  the  member  for  Aberdeen ;  and  they  desire  to  acknow- 
ledge their  obligation  to  all  those  gentlemen  for  the  assistance  they  so  readily 
bestowed.  (Applause.)  But  they  feel  specially  bound  to  acknowledge  the  great 
services  rendered  them  by  Dr.  Webster,  and  by  one  who,  though  no  longer  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Commons,  still  holds  a  unique  place  as  a  sagacious  and  patriotic 
Scotchman.  The  object  of  the  deputation  in  regard  to  the  opening  np  of  the  society 
was  fully  explained  to  the  Government,  and  so  also  were  their  fears  as  to  the  pro- 
bable elTect  of  the  9th  and  29th  sections  of  the  bill  in  their  present  form.  The 
deputation  further  urged  upon  the  (Government  the  propriety  of  having  the  Nonconfor- 
mists of  Scotland  fairly  represented  among  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  ander 
the  bill.  As  is  stated  in  the  committee's  report,  the  deputation  had  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  favourable  feeling  expressed  towani  their  object  both  by  Mr. 
Mundella  and  the  Lord  Advocate.  They  were  assured  that  the  meaning  and  in- 
tention of  Government  is  that  this  society  is  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  bill, 
and  that  this  is  to  be  carried  out  effectively  by  the  terms  of  the  bill,  bo  that  no 
doubt  shall  exist  as  to  the  full  powers  of  the  Commission  to  remove,  if  they  see  fit, 
the  grievances  complained  of,  at  least  as  far  as  regards  the  appointment  of  teachers. 
It  appeared  in  the  newspaper  reports  of  the  interview  with  Mr.  Mundella,  that  a 
statement  was  made  by  him  to  the  effect  that  there  should  be  no  difficulty  about  our 
getting  all  that  we  asked,  because  the  directors  of  the  society  are  quite  willing  to 
have  it  opened  np.  Moderator,  that  was  a  very  important  announcement.  We  are 
sure  it  must  have  been  made  on  what  the  right  hon.  gentleman  regarded  as  good 
authority,  and  I  am  therefore  anxious  to  fasten  the  attention  of  this  Assembly  and  of 
the  country  upon  it.  Now,  sir,  if  the  directors  would  give  satisfactory  evidence 
that  they  are  really  willing  to  have  the  society  opened  np,  I  for  one  would  rejoice  with 
all  my  heart,  for  I  have  no  particular  liking  for  this  kind  of  work.  And  it  ia  easy 
for  them  to  give  such  a  proof  of  any  desire  they  have  to  deal  fairly  with  this  great 
trust  as  cannot  be  mistaken.  (Hear,  hear.)  Will  they  excuse  me  if  I  take  it  upon 
me  to  indicate  on  my  own  responsibility  one  way  in  which  they  may  do  so  f  The 
society  must  hold  one  of  its  four  statutoiy  meetings  on  the  first  Thursday  of 
June — that  is  next  Thursday.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  crisis  has  arisen  in  the 
history  of  the  society.  It  cannot,  and  ought  not,  to  continue  on  the  footing  on  which 
it  has  stood  since  1846.  Among  the  present  directors  there  are  honourable  Chris- 
tian gentlemen,  who  must  feel  this  quite  as  much  as  we  do ;  and  there  are  still 
among  the  older  members  of  the  society  venerable  men  who  have  taken  no  part  in  it« 
management  since  1846,  because  they  had  ceased  to  belong  to  the  Established 
Church.  I  refer  to  such  members  of  this  house  as  Dr.  Elder,  Dr.  Begg,  Mr.  Brown 
Douglas,  and  Mr.  John  Cowan  of  Beeslack,  and  also  to  those  members  of  the  society 
who  belong  to  other  Churches.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  whom  I  have  named  were  at 
one  time  directors  of  the  society,  and  all  of  them  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  High, 
lands.  Now,  why  should  not  the  society  at  their  meeting  on  Thursday  next  appoint 
from  among  their  members  and  directors  a  special  committee  to  consider  what  might 
be  regarded  as  a  satisfactory  scheme  for  the  future  management  of  the  soeiety.  And 
why  should  not  one-half  of  that  committee  consist  of  old  members  of  the  soeiety, 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  Established  Church  1  The  appointment  of  such  a  committee 
would  afiford  some  proof  that  the  present  directors  can  rise  above  mere  sectarian 
considerations.  It  would  show  that  they  are  really  willing  to  co-operate  with  Pro- 
testants of  other  denominations  iu  giving  effect  to  the  wishes  of  the  founders  of  the 
society.  The  mature  views  of  such  a  committee  would  be  entitled  to  a  measure  of 
consideration  and  confidence  to  which  the  opinions  of  a  committee  consisting  exclu- 
sively of  any  number  of  the  present  directors  could  have  no  claim. 

And  I  venture  to  think  that  any  recommendations  made  by  such  a  liberal  com- 
mittee as  I  have  indicated  ought  to  have,  and  would  have,  great  weight  both  with 
the  promoters  of  the  present  bill  and  with  any  commissioners  who  may  be  appointed 
under  it.    But  whatever  the  directors  may  do,  it  wUl  be  the  duty  of  your  committee^ 
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should  yoa  be  pleued  to  raftppoint  them,  to  watch  OTor  the  progress  of  the  bill,  and 
to  do  what  they  can  to  seenre  that  the  conuniasionen  to  be  appointed  under  it  shall 
hare  fall  power  to  open  up  the  management  of  the  society,  and  to  remove  the  restric- 
tion under  which  it  has  lain  in  the  choice  of  its  agents  since  1846.  Let  me  conclude 
by  reminding  ail  connected  with  the  Highlands  that  they  haYc  a  special  interest  in 
this  matter,  and  that  for  that  very  reason  they  have  a  special  duty  to  perform  in 
regard  to  it.  Shall  1  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  in  that  part  of  our  country,  far 
more  than  in  the  south,  the  ministers  are  the  natural  guides  of  the  people.  I  have 
to  acknowledge  the  good  service  that  many  of  them  hare  already  so  kindly  rendered. 
But  I  appeal  again  specially  to  ministers.  1  appeal  also  to  the  members  of  our 
congregationB  in  the  north ;  and  I  appeal  likewise  to  all  intelligent  and  patriotic 
Highlanders  resident  in  our  large  towns  in  the  south.  I  ask  them  to  consider  that 
the  fixed  income  of  this  society  is  about  £6000  a  year,  which  is  more  than  twice  the 
whole  amount  contributed  to  the  Highland  mission  by  all  the  congregations  of  the 
Free  Church  through  the  annual  collection.  I  ask  them  to  reflect  that  if  the  society 
were  placed  npon  a  right  footing  it  might  again  receive  in  the  future,  as  it  was  wont 
to  receive  in  the  past,  a  large  amount  of  annual  contributions  from  the  Christian 
public,  in  addition  to  its  fixed  income.  Then,  I  ask  them  to  think  on  the  incalcul- 
able amount  of  good  that  might  be  done  with  such  an  income  in  the  way  of  carrying 
a  religious  elementary  education  into  the  loneliest  hamlets  in  our  straths,  and  glens, 
and  islands,  and  in  the  way  of  placing,  through  bursaries  and  by  other  means,  a 
higher  education  within  reach  of  every  boy  and  girl  of  exceptional  ability  in  the 
north.  I  ask  them  to  realise  that  the  population  of  the  Highlands  have  a  right  to 
the  immense  educational  advantages  which  the  splendid  income  of  this  society  is 
capable  of  affording.  And  I  appeal  to  them  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in 
demanding  their  rights  in  an  intelligent,  orderly,  and  constitutional  way.  (Applause.) 
Let  them  pour  petitions  for  the  opening  op  of  the  society  into  the  House  of  Commons. 
Let  the  youth  of  the  Highlands  take  up  this  matter  with  some  enthusiasm,  and  help 
the  ministers  to  get  the  petitions  signed.  The  object  is  well  worth  a  thousand-fold 
all  the  trouble  it  can  cost  them.  There  never  was  a  more  righteous  cause.  But 
they  can  gain  nothing  by  silence.  The  people  of  the  Highlands  are  far  too  silent 
There  is  a  danger  of  their  silence  being  mistaken  for  indolence  and  insensibility. 
Let  them  speak  out.  Let  them  be  importunate.  Let  them  show  that  they  are  in 
earnest.  Let  them  give  their  own  members  of  Parliament  to  understand  by  private 
letters  that  they  expect  them  to  use  any  influence  they  possess  to  see  justice  done 
in  this  matter.  Members  of  Parliament  will  think  all  the  more  of  them  when  they 
see  that  they  can  demand  their  rights  in  a  constitutional  and  respectful  but  resolute 
manner.  And  if  Highlanders,  north  and  south,  in  town  and  country,  stand  thus 
shoulder  to  shoulder,  and  let  their  own  voice  be  heard  as  it  ought  to  be,  they  may 
feel  certain  that  this  society  shall  be  opened  up,  and  that  its  valuable  funds  shall 
soon  begin  to  be  expanded,  not  in  propping  op  the  missions  of  a  Church  which  so 
many  of  them  have  abandoned  for  ever,  but  in  difinsing  among  the  youth  of  the 
Highlands,  through  Protestant  teachers  of  various  denominations,  the  inestimable 
blessings  of  a  religious,  elementary,  and  secondary  education.  The  present  is  a 
great  opportunity,  let  them  not  let  It  slip.  Let  them,  on  the  contrary,  take  full 
advantage  of  it,  and  their  children  and  their  children's  children  to  many  a  genera- 
tion will  have  cause  to  bless  them.     (Loud  applause.) 

Dr.  BEGQ-— The  Church  is  greatly  indebted  to  Mr.  Macphail  for  his  interest  in 
this  important  work.  He  has  entered  so  fully  into  the  question  that  I  need  say 
very  little.  The  truth  is,  the  question  lies  in  a  very  narrow  compass.  This  society 
was  never  formally  incorporated  with  the  Established  Church ;  but,  having  origi- 
nated before  the  onion  with  England,  and  before  our  Presbyterian  division,  it  was 
supported  by  evangelical  men  and  very  little  by  moderates,  and  continued  to 
accumulate  that  fund  to  which  Mr.  Macphail  has  just  referred,  and  which  now 
amounts  to  some  £200,000.  Never iheless,  immediately  after  the  Disruption,  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Established  Church  claimed  the  whole  funds,  and,  going 
to  the  Court  of  Session,  heated  by  the  Disraption  struggles,  and  which  at  that  time 
wonld  have  decreed  anything,  I  believe — (laughter) — that  might  have  been  asked 
for — secured  a  judgment  to  the  effect  that  none  but  members  of  the  Established 
Church,  as  entirely  altered  at  the  Disruption,  could  be  agents  in  connection  with 
that  society.     We  had  so  many  other  things  in  hand  then  that  we  did  not  think  of 
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carrying  the  question  to  the  House  of  Lords;  and  it  is  only  now,  after  our  Chnreh 
has  been  established  and  has  receiTod  a  great  addition  to  its  funds,  we  have  tamed 
oar  attention  to  this  sabject,  and  the  twofold  object  at  which  we  aim  is,  first  of  all, 
that  that  restriction  imposed  in  1846  be  abolished;  and,  in  the  second  place,  that 
the  management  of  the  society,  as  well  as  the  membership  of  it  and  the  agency  of  it, 
shoald  be  in  accordance  with  the  opening  np  of  the  constitation  of  it  according  to 
the  original  plan.  After  allnding  to  the  Endowment  Commission  and  the  Endow- 
ment (Sootland)  Bill,  Dr.  Begg  continued :  When  we  examined  the  bill,  we  fonnd 
there  were  two  veiy  saspicioas  clauses  in  it— -the  one  to  the  effe<^t  that  the  money 
for  three  years  preyiously  dcToted  to  missions  shoald  be  continaed  to  that  effect 
We  were  all  aware  that  there  had  been  a  great  increase  in  the  application  of  funds 
to  missions,  and  that  the  practical  result  of  that  claoae  would  be  to  dirert  a  large 
portion  of  the  funds  from  the  objects  for  which  they  were  subscribed,  and  at  which 
we  were  aiming.  We  were  quite  willing  that  such  funds  as  were  expressly  destined 
to  missions  of  the  Established  Church  should  be  doToted  to  that  object^  bat  demurred 
to  the  proposal  that  all  the  objects  dcToted  to  missions  for  three  years  should  be  at 
all  times  devoted  to  that  purpose.  In  the  second  place,  in  regud  to  the  clanae  to 
giTO  to  directors  of  such  an  institution  a  right  to  submit  a  case  to  the  Coort  of 
Session,  as  to  the  legality  of  any  proposal  that  might  be  made,  we  were  under  the 
impres^on  that  if  a  proposal  were  made  to  employ  men  connected  with  the  Free 
Ohnich,  the  court  would  in  consistency  be  bound  to  declare  that  was  illegal,  ao,  in 
point  of  fact,  we  were  under  the  impression  if  the  bill  passed  in  its  present  state, 
instead  of  doing  good  to  us,  it  would  do  the  very  reverse,  for  it  would  stereotype  the 
present  state  of  things.  (Applause.)  Proceeding  to  speak  of  the  opposition  to  be 
offered  in  Parliament,  Dr.  Begg,  continuing,  said :  I  agree  that  it  is  an  extreme  Iocs 
to  Scotland  that  Mr.  Duncan  M'Laren  has  ceased  to  be  one  of  our  repreaentatiTca. 
(Applause.)  He  told  me  that  this  clause  was  a  copy  from  an  Engliah  bill  meant 
to  refer  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  which  exereised  a  supervision  over  all  endowments, 
and  his  opinion  was  that  these  clauses  should  be  removed.  (Applause.)  We  took 
the  opinion  of  counsel  in  Edinburgh,  and  found  this  opinion  confirmed  the  aame 
view  of  danger  from  these.clauses,  and  we  hold  that  these  clauses  at  the  very  least 
should  be  struck  out  of  the  bill,  as  they  unfairly  tie  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners, 
whoever  they  may  be,  so  as  to  defeat  our  action.  I  have  to  move  as  follows,  giving 
the  committee  power  to  deal  with  this  question  as  they  see  proper: — '^The 
Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee,  and  especially 
to  the  convener;  and  resolve  that  this  Church  cannot  be  satisfied  with  anything 
short  of  the  opening  up  of  the  management  of  the  society,  and  the  removal  of  the 
restrictions  by  which  its  directors  have  been  prevented  since  1846  from  appc^nting 
any  person  as  missionary,  catechist,  or  teacher  in  the  Highlands  and  Islands, 
except  members  of  the  Established  Church ;  and  we  instruct  the  committee  to  take 
aueh  steps  in  connection  with  the  Bdueational  Endowments  Bill  at  present  befbie 
Parliament  and  otherwise  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  attainment  of  those 
ends."  (Applause.)  In  regard  to  the  proposal  Mr.  Macphail  has  made,  that  we 
ahould  attempt  to  get  a  joint  committee  on  that  society  as  it  stands  at  present  the 
first  thing  is  to  get  the  society,  if  we  can,  to  admit  our  righteous  claim,  and  doubly 
righteous  claim — (hear,  hear)— -for  not  only  are  we  entiUed  as  ministers  and  members 
of  this  Church  to  get  our  fair  share  of  the  benefit  of  this  society  for  the  w^gifcit^i^f 
and  Islands  of  Scotland,  where  the  ^|ast  minority  of  the  population  have  adherad  to 
this  Church.  As  a  matter  of  equity,  not  on  the  ground  that  it  is  this  Church,  but 
being  Highlanders  and  Islanders  they  happen  to  be  connected  with  this  Choruh,  I 
s^  on  that  ground  they  ought  not  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  society, 
but  have  a  double  daim  to  the  funds  which  were  designed  by  eminent  men  iafonner 
days— some  of  whom  I  remember  well — for  their  advantage,  they  have  a  donUe 
claim,  and  moat  righteous  daim,  to  all  the  benefits  which  this  society  waa  iaicaded 
and  fitted  to  convey.    (Applause.) 

Principal  BAIKT — ^1  beg  to  second  the  motion.  I  attach  great  importance  to 
what  Mr.  Macphiil  said  with  regard  to  the  importance  of  tliia  committee  having 
weight  behind  them  in  the  way  of  active  manifestation  of  determination  I  iMpe 
thia  will  be  attended  to  by  those  who  over  the  country  are  naturally  looked  to  to 
give  expreoaioa  to  sn^  a  feeling.  The  peculiarity  of  this  matter  is^  that  tbcn  are 
details  aboat  it  which  xequiie  a  good  deal  of  attention  ia  order  to  Mske  tte  matter 
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clear,  aud  nnleaa  thej  oonld  get  lomething  to  compel  men  to  Bpeeially  attend  to  the 
ezigenciee  of  the  case  the  repreaentatiooB  at  hewlqaarten  will  not  be  enough  to 
leonre  forns  our  jaat  rights.  We  may  more  the  GoTcrnment,  but  this  will  do  little 
good  unless  we  have  an  administratlre  body  set  np  on  a  broad  basis  to  administer 
the  fands.  We  may  hare  an  administratiye  body  who  will  administer  the  object 
narrowly,  and  that  would  be  of  little  good  to  the  community.  J  consider  attention 
shoald  be  drawn  to  the  importance  of  the  Commissioners  being  Commissioners  who 
reasonably  represent  all  the  interests  we  should  have  in  yiew  in  regard  to  Scottish 
education,  not  only  in  regard  to  this  matter,  but  also  in  regard  to  all  the  educational 
matters  in  Scotland.  We  surely  hare  a  right  to  expect  that  we  should  have  Com- 
missioners  not  merely  selected  up  in  London,  because  they  were  known  to  be  in  a 
general  way  intelligent  or  fair-minded  men,  but  that  they  should  be  men  who  are 
in  sympathy  with  the  peculiar  riews  of  the  Scottish  people.    (Applause.) 

Dr.  BEGG  then  offered  to  add  to  his  motion — '*  Further,  the  Assembly  declare 
that  the  Non-Established  Presbyterians  of  Scotland  ought  to  be  fairly  represented 
among  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  Uds  bill." 
This  was  adopted. 

Mr.  MACKENZIE,  Kilmorack,  spoke  as  follows :— I  regret  to  say  that  the 
interest  in  the  management  of  this  fund  is  by  no  means  as  strong  in  the  Highlands 
as  the  importance  of  the  subject  deseryes.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  hold  that  the 
country,  this  Church,  and  especially  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  owe  a 
deep  debt  of  obligation  to  the  respected  convener  and  his  committee  for  the  firm  and 
oourteona  manner  in  which  they  have  begun  and  carried  on  this  movement,  and  that 
we  are  bound  to  strengiiien  their  hands,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  with  a  view 
to  bring  the  movement  to  a  desirable  issue. 

I  do  not  think,  however,  that  we  are  entitled  to  bear  hardly  upon  the  present 
mtnagers  of  the  society.  It  is  quite  possible  that  some  of  them  may  see  the  injus- 
tice of  restrictLug  benefits  to  adherents  of  the  Established  Church,  which  were  mani- 
festly  and  notoriously  intended  for  the  Highlanders  and  Islanders  of  Scotland  with- 
out distinction,  and  yet  not  see  their  way  to  divest  themselves  of  rights  which  in 
1846  have  been  decided  to  belong  to  them,  and  who  might  welcome  the  pressure  of 
Parliament  in  order  to  relieve  them  from  an  invidious  position;  at  all  events,  we 
have  no  right  to  think  otherwise  until  we  try. 

As  to  the  working  of  this  society,  or  its  present  footing,  let  me  mention  a  case, 
with  the  fiicts  of  which  I  am  well  acquainted.  It  is  the  case  of  a  minister  who  has 
served  this  Church  for  upwards  of  thirty-seven  years,  and  that  in  the  same  charge. 
His  daily  Sabbath  work  is  three  services,  once  a  month  he  has  four  services,  and 
every  fifth  Sabbath  he  is  responsible  for  five  services ;  but,  not  being  able  to  be  in 
two  places  at  once,  his  brother,  in  the  neighbourhood,  kindly  relieves  him  of  the 
fifth.  His  vM-d-vit  in  the  Establishment  is  in  the  flower  of  his  vigour.  I  have  heard 
his  congregation  in  the  parish  church  reckoned  as  under  twenty-five  individuals,  but, 
to  avoid  doing  him  injustice,  let  it  be  reckoned  at  fifty.  In  another  part  of  the  parish 
his  congregation  may  be  fairly  reckoned  at  about  100.  For  these  150  he  has  an 
assistant,  who  receives  from  this  society  £100  annually.  I  have  a  strong  opinion 
were  the  directorate  of  the  society  opened  np,  the  aged  or  ageing  Free  Church  minister 
would  be  considered  as  entitled  to  at  least  the  half  of  this  sum,  to  place  him  in  the 
same  deairable  position. 

And  yet  even  such  cases  are  but  light  hardships  in  comparison  with  the  wholesale 
ezelosion  of  our  adherents  in  the  Highlands  from  situations  as  catechists,  teachers, 
and  missionaries,  which  many  of  them  are  well  qualified  to  fill.  This  exclusion  is 
ss  inequitable  as  it  is  ungenerous,  and  ought  to  call  forth  every  legitimate  influence 
that  this  Church  can  command,  with  a  view  to  pnt  an  end  to  it  as  speedily  as 
possible. 

It  is  bnt  justice,  however,  to  mention  that  the  society  is  undertaking  at  present 
a  very  noble  work,  and  in  a  very  liberal  spirit.  The  directors  are  undertaking  the 
expenses  of  a  revision  of  the  Gaelic  Scriptures,  in  the  light  of  the  revision  partially 
completed  by  the  late  publication  of  the  New  Testament  Scriptures,  and  have 
mvited  four  revisers  from  our  Church  to  co-operate  with  four  revisers  of  their  own 
Church.  This  is  no  small  encouragement  to  prosecute  our  movement,  till  in  every 
department  of  their  operations  the  same  spirit  be  exhibited. 

Mr.  STUART  GRAY  (elder)  hoped  the  members  of  Assembly  who  came  from 
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the  Highlands  would  spread  infonnaiion  on  this  matter,  and  members  of  Parliament 
would  get  educated  on  the  sabjeet,  so  that  the  red-tape  officials  in  London  might 
become  acquainted  with  the  people  of  the  Highlands  and  the  state  of  edacation  there. 
The  Highlands  had  already  suffered  so  mnch  from  the  London  authorities,  and  if  they 
had  Episcopalian  Commissioners  appointed,  who  would  not  understand  the  relation 
of  the  Highlands  to  the  Established  Church,  they  would  find  that  the  Highlanders 
would  be  cheated  again.    (Applanse.) 

The  Assembly  approTe  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  committee, 
especially  to  the  convener,  and  resolve  that  this  Church  cannot  bo  satisfied  with 
anything  short  of  the  opening  up  of  the  management  of  the  society,  and  the  removal 
of  the  restriction  by  which  its  directors  have  been  prevented  since  1846  from 
appointing  any  persons  as  missionaries,  catecbists,  or  teachers  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  except  members  of  the  Established  Church ;  and  they  instruct  the  committee 
to  take  such  steps  in  connection  with  the  Educational  Endowments  Bill,  at  present 
before  Parliament,  and  otherwise,  as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  attainment 
of  those  ends.  Farther,  the  Assembly  declare  that  the  non-Established  Presbyterians 
of  Scotland  ought  to  be  fairly  represented  among  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed 
under  the  bill. 

P8ALM0DT. 

Mr.  THOMSON,  Leith,  submitted  the  Beport  of  the  Psalmody  Committee 
(Appendix  XXY.),  which  gave  information  as  to  the  measures  which  had  been  taken 
with  the  view  to  the  improvement  of  psalmody  in  the  Church.  In  doing  so,  Mr. 
Thomson  expressed  his  desire  to  resign  the  office  of  convener,  as  he  thought  the 
special  work  of  the  committee  had  now  been  completed.  There  still  remained  the 
raising  of  a  sum,  estimated  at  £1000,  for  the  employment  of  psalmody  instructors 
in  various  districts,  but  for  such  a  task  he  did  not  feel  himself  to  be  equal. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  follows  :— 

*'The  Assembly  spprove  of  the  report,  and  record  its  thanks  to  the  committee, 
and  especially  to  the  convener. 

''The  Assembly  reappoint  the  committee,  with  Mr.  Thomson  as  convener,  and 
Mr.  James  S.  Wyllie  as  honoraiy  secretary,  and  Mr.  Colin  Brown  as  visiting  secre- 
tary, leaving  out  the  following  names : — Dr.  Black,  Inverness ;  F.  Mudie,  Mr.  Sloan, 
Dr.  M'Lauchlan,  Dr.  Whyte,  Neil  Livingstone,  Mr.  John  Fraser,  Mr.  Gordon  Webster, 
Mr.  Alex.  Mitchell,  Mr.  Smeaton,  as  having  attended  no  meetings. 

**  The  Assembly  authorise  the  committee  to  pay  to  Mr.  Colin  Brown  the  sum  of 
£50  as  salary,  provided  the  royalties,  along  with  any  sums  thai  may  be  given  for 
this  special  object^  shall  amount  to  so  much.  The  Assembly  also  instruct  the  com- 
mittee to  continue  their  important  work  of  promoting  the  knowledge  and  practice  of 
vocal  music  throughout  the  congregations  of  the  Church,  and  to  endeavour  as  far  as 
possible  to  encourage,  especially  among  the  yonng,  the  efforts  made  to  acquire  the 
fiiculty  of  reading  music  at  sight." 

PBOOLAMATION  OF  BAHWI. 

Mr.  BOBEBT  HOWIE,  Glasgow,  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Assembly 
the  report  of  the  committee  snent  proclamation  of  banns.  The  report  stated  that 
another  year's  experience  of  the  working  of  the  Marriage  Notice  (Scotland)  Act  has 
confirmed  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  committee  in  former  reports  as  to  the  defects 
of  the  Act,  notwithstanding  its  many  excellent  provisions,  and  the  great  improve- 
ment it  has  made  on  the  previously  existing  state  of  things.  The  committee  cannot 
regard  their  work  as  fully  accomplished  until  these  defects  have  been  remedied  by 
future  legislation,  or,  in  other  words,  until  the  system  of  publieation  by  means  of  the 
registrars,  therein  provided,  has  been  made  universally  imperative,  and  free  of 
charge ;  and  until  special  provision  has  been  made  for  those  cases  in  which  one  or 
both  of  the  parties  about  to  be  married  had  not  previously  resided  in  Scotland.  The 
state  of  business  in  Parliament,  both  during  the  past  and  the  present  session,  hss 
been  such  that  the  committee  have  not^  since  last  General  Aasembly,  deemed  it 
expedient  to  take  any  action  beyond  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Commons  the 
petition  then  agreed  to,  craving  certain  specified  amendments  of  the  Act.    They 
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Boggest  thai  a  fiimiiar  petition  be  presented  to  Parliament  by  the  General  Asaemblj, 
and  that  the  committee  be  reappointed,  with  the  view  of  embracing  the  first  favour- 
able opportunity  that  may  oeenr  for  bringing  Uiis  matter,  by  deputation  or  otherwiae, 
specially  under  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  of  the  Government  Hr.  Howie 
referred  to  the  excellence  of  the  new  system  of  proclaiming  marriages,  and  impressed 
upon  the  ministers  of  the  Church  the  necessity  of  making  the  people  acquainted 
with  the  provisiona  of  the  Act.  He  also  expressed  his  opinion  tliat  there  should 
be  only  one  universal  system  of  proclamation,  and  that  no  charge  should  be  made. 

The  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the 
committee,  and  especially  to  the  convener.  While  thankfully  acknowledging  the 
benefits  secured  by  the  "  Marriage  Notice  (Scotland)  Act,"  the  General  Assembly 
regret  that  the  excellent  system  therein  provided,  of  publication,  by  means  of  the 
registraiB,  of  an  intention  of  marriage,  has  not  been  made  universally  impercUive 
and/ree  of  charge;  and  that  no  provision  has  been  made  for  cases  in  which  one  or 
both  of  the  parties  about  to  be  married  bad  not  previously  resided  in  Scotland. 
The  General  Assembly  reappoint  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  petition  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  for  amendment  of  the  Act  giving  effect  to  these  views,  and  to 
embrace  the  first  &vourable  opportunity  that  may  arise  for  bringing  this  matter,  by 
deputation  or  otherwise,  specially  under  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  of  the 
Government. 

8ALI8  AND  TBANBFSBEKCES  OF  FBOPB£TT. 

Hr.  JOHN  COWAN,  W.S.,  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  as  to  Applica- 
tions for  the  Sales  and  Transferences  of  Property.  They  recommended  to  the 
Assembly  to  adopt  the  following  deliverances : — 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Dunoon  Free  Church,  with 
concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  refuse 
the  prayer  of  the  petition,  but  in  respect  that  the  school  buildings  may  be  dealt 
with  under  the  School  Properties  Act,  1878,  remit  the  petition  to  the  Special  Com- 
mission of  the  General  Assembly  auent  sales  and  transfers  of  schools. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Gaelic  Congregation, 
Aberdeen,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
authorise  the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested  to 
sell  their  present  church,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the  erection  of  a  new 
church ;  the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII.  of  Assembly  1868,  anent 
sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being  always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  Free  St.  John's,  Dundee, 
with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presbytery,  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  authorise 
the  Deacons'  Court  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  vested,  to  sell  and 
dispose  of  their  present  church  and  manse  property,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds 
towards  the  erection  of  a  new  church  and  manse ;  the  requirements  and  provisions 
of  Act  YIII.  of  Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being 
always  observed. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  CongregaUon 
of  Pereeton  and  Dreghom,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Irvine,  the  General  Assembly,  on 
the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  refuse  the  first  alter- 
native of  the  petition,  which  is  for  authority  to  separate  the  manse,  with  its  garden 
ground,  from  the  remainder  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  congregation,  and  for 
authority  to  borrow  money  upon  the  same,  but  remit  the  alternative  prayer  to  the 
Church  Extension  Committee  for  their  consideration,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
on  the  merits. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  Deacons'  Court  of  the  Free  Church  Congre- 
gation of  Nairn,  with  concurrence  of  the  congregation  and  approval  of  the  Presby- 
tery, the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence 
of  parties,  authorise  the  Deacons'  Court,  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is 
vested,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  their  present  church  and  hall,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds 
towards  the  erection  of  a  new  church ;  the  requirements  and  provisions  of  Act  YIII. 
of  Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being  always  observed. 
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In  the  cue  of  the  petition  of  the  DeaeonB*  Court  of  Gorebridgo  Free  Chnrdiy 
with  concarrence  of  the  congregation  and  approyal  of  the  Presbytery,  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  eommittee,  with  acquiescence  of  paitiee,  authorise 
the  Deacons'  Court,  and  the  trustees  in  whom  the  property  is  rested,  to  sell  the 
present  church,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  towards  the  erection  of  a  new  ehureh ; 
further,  the  General  Assembly  grant  power  to  burden  the  new  church,  and  that  bj 
bond  and  disposition  in  security  in  oniinary  form,  with  a  sum  not  exceeding  £500 
sterling,  declaring  that  upon  the  sum  so  borrowed  being  once  paid,  the  power  of 
borrowing  shall  cease  and  determine ;  the  requirements  and  proTisions  of  Act  YIIL 
of  Assembly  1868,  anent  sales  and  transferences  of  property,  being  always  obaerred* 
The  General  Assembly  instruct  the  clerks  that»  before  an  extract  of  this  deliverance 
is  issued,  the  Deacons'  Conrt  will  require  to  grant  an  obligation  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  custodier  of  titles,  that  the  debt  will  be  paid  off  within  the  period  of  three 
years. 

STUDBHTB  AND  HINISTEBS  FBOM  OTHIB  OHDBCHSS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Students  and  Ministen 
from  other  Churches,  and  in  accordance  therewith — 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  from  the  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr  respecting 
three  students  who,  through  inadvertence,  had  not  been  proposed  for  license  at  the 
proper  time,  and  two  others  who  had  applied  in  good  time  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Skye  and  Uist^  but  found  there  was  no  meeting  of  Presbytery  till  after  the  spring 
Synod — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquieacenoe 
of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application  of  the  Synod  in  behalf  of  these  students — 
James  Durran,  Thomas  B.  Kilpatrick,  Lewis  Huirhead,  Archibald  Boyd,  and  Neil 
Grant — and  to  allow  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  to  deal  with  said  students  aa  if  this 
informality  had  not  occurred. 

In  the  case  of  the  Rct.  Charles  Naismith,  a  minister  first  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  then  of  the  Canadian  Presbyterian  Church,  and  lately  connected 
with  the  English  Presbyterian  Church,  but  who  has  removed  to  Scotland  with  a 
desire  for  further  usefulness,  having  left  his  former  charge  through  temporary  ill- 
health,  and  who  now  applies  through  the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton  for  admission 
into  the  Free  Church — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee, 
with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application,  and  to  admit  Mr. 
Naismith  as  a  minister  of  the  Free  Church. 

In  the  case  of  the  petition  of  the  congregation  of  the  Perth  Territorial  Mission, 
asking  the  Assembly  to  permit  Mr.  John  Symon,  their  missionary,  who  has  been 
engaged  for  many  years  in  various  mission  fields  with  remarkable  success,  to  be 
taken  on  trial  for  license,  with  a  view  to  be  ordained  over  them  as  their  first 
minister,  he  having  attended  all  the  classes  but  one  of  the  Arts  course  in  Bdinboigh, 
and  one  Session  in  the  New  College,  without,  however,  passing  the  Board  Examina- 
tion— ^the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  having  regard  to  the  marked  success  which  has  attended  the  labours  of  Mr. 
Symon  in  various  spheres  of  usefulness,  and  especially  in  the  New  Bow  Mission 
Church,  Perth,  and  to  the  strongly  expressed  desire  of  the  congregation  there  to 
have  him  for  their  minister  on  their  being  sanctioned  as  a  regular  charge,  and  to 
the  favourable  opinion  of  the  Presbytery  of  Perth,  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition, 
and  exempt  Mr.  Symon  from  further  attendance  at  the  hall,  and  instruct  the  Pres- 
bytery to  take  him  on  trial  for  license  and  ordination,  on  the  understanding  that  for 
five  years  he  shall  not  be  eligible  by  another  congregation,  without  the  leave  of  the 
Assembly. 

Professor  Smith  and  Dr.  Bsoa  both  argued  that  while  adhering  generally  to 
their  rules,  they  should  not  be  bound  by  them  to  the  exclusion  of  their  eonaidering 
exceptional  cases. 

Principal  RAINY  pointed  out  that  the  precedent  in  such  cases  was  that  the 
person  exceptionally  admitted  in  this  way  should  not  be  at  liberty  to  accept  ftnother 
call  without  the  permission  of  the  Assembly,  and  that  should  be  adhered  to. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  William  Riddel,  student  of  divinity  and  medicine,  who 
has  been  appointed  a  medical  missionary  to  China  by  the  Preabyterian  Church  of 
England,  and  who  has  attended  all  the  classes  in  the  Aberdeen  Hall,  excepting  that 
of  pastoral  theology,  which  he  found  it  impossible  to  take  in  conaequence  of  engage- 
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menta  in  oonneotion  with  his  medioftl  siadies,  and  who  aaks  to  be  taken  on  trial  for 
lieenae,  notwithstanding  such  non-attendanoe>  the  Preaby  teiy  of  Aberdeen  anpporting 
hia  petition — ^the  Qenend  Aaaembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqnies- 
eenoe  of  parties,  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  authorise  the  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen  to  take  Hr.  Riddel  on  trial  for  license. 

In  the  case  of  Bev.  John  Macqneen,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Canada,  who  through  the  Presbyteiy  of  Skye  and  Uist  asks  admission  to  the  list 
of  probationers  of  the  Free  Church,  haYing  originally  belonged  to  this  Church,  and 
baring  returned  to  his  natlYs  country  on  account  of  bad  health — the  Presbytery 
unanimously  recommending  his  case — ^the  Qeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their 
committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  admit  Mr. 
Maeqneen  to  the  position  of  a  probationer  in  the  Free  Church. 

In  the  case  of  Mx,  Donald  Ferguson,  student  of  divinity,  who  has  attended 
three  full  sessions  at  the  Divinity  Hall  in  Glasgow,  and  intends  to  complete  his 
attendance  at  the  hall  next  session,  but  who,  from  ill-health  and  pre-occupation 
with  teaching  in  one  of  the  schools  of  the  Glasgow  Ladies'  Association,  was  not  able 
to  prepare  for  passing  the  Entrance  Board  Rxamination,  and  desires  his  sttendance 
at  the  hall  to  be  counted  as  regular  sessions,  on  condition  of  his  passing  the  Exit 
Examination — ^the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquies- 
cence of  parties,  grant  the  petition,  and  allow  the  attendance  of  Mr.  Ferguson  at 
the  hall  to  count  as  regular  sessions,  on  condition  of  his  passing  the  Exit  Exami- 
nation. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  J.  C.  Barry,  graduate  of  Glasgow  University,  who  attended 
the  hall  in  Glasgow  during  sessions  1879-80, 1880-81,  without  having  passed  the 
Entrance  Examination,  he  having,  through  inadvertence  and  pre-occupation  with 
mission  work,  foiled  to  pass  in  Scripture  history,  but  who  passed  ihe  Entrance 
Examination  in  November  1880,  and  desires  that  the  two  years'  attendance  at  the 
hall  may  be  counted  as  regular  sessions — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of 
their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  appoint 
that  the  attendance  at  the  hall  during  the  two  past  sessions  be  counted  as  regular. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  John  M'Munn,  formerly  a  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Union,  Scotland,  and  who  had  received  a  regular  University  training,  and  attended 
four  sessions  at  the  divinity  classes  in  Glasgow  University,  and  who  now  asks  admis- 
sion into  the  Free  Church  through  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow — the  General  Assembly, 
on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the 
application,  and  to  admit  Mr.  M'Munn  as  a  minister  of  the  Free  Church. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Charles  Edward  Taylor,  student  of  divinity,  who  has 
passed  both  the  Entrance  and  Exit  Examinations  of  the  Board,  but  did  not  receive 
his  entrance  certificate  until  his  entrance  upon  his  second  session,  and  prays 
that  the  first  session  (1876-77)  may  be  counted  regular — the  General  Assembly, 
on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the 
application,  and  to  reckon  the  first  session  of  Mr.  Taylor's  attendance  at  the  hall  as 
regular. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  John  Taylor,  originally  connected  with  the  Free  Church, 
and  latterly  minister  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Cullen,  Banffshire,  but  who 
now,  through  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen,  seeks  admission  to  the  Free  Church,  who 
had  no  University  training,  and  has  attended  two  full  sessions  at  the  Free  Church 
College,  Aberdeen,  and  has  thus  attended  the  divinity  classes,  on  account  of  non- 
attendance  at  which  the  last  Assembly  refused  to  grant  a  similar  petition — ^the 
General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
having  regard  to  the  strong  recommendation  of  the  Presbyteiy,  and  the  attendance 
given  at  Aberdeen  Hall,  agree  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  to  admit  Mr. 
Taylor  as  a  minister  of  the  Free  Church. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Alexander  High,  formerly  a  Baptist,  admitted  to  the  member- 
ship of  the  Free  Church  last  year,  and  who,  while  a  Baptist^  went  through  the  course 
of  study  required  for  the  ministry  of  the  Baptist  communion,  and  who  now  seeks, 
through  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  to  be  admitted  as  a  theological  student  of  two 
years'  standing,  but  will  submit  to  any  prescribed  course  of  study — the  General  As- 
sembly, on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to 
grant  the  application  on  the  conditions  attached  to  the  Presbytery's  recommenda- 
tion, vix.,  that  Mr.  High  pass  the  Entrance  Examination  on  all  subjects,  and  that 
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he  attend  for  two  sesaions  at  the  Theological  Hall^  and  pay  Bpeclal  attention  to 
Apologetics,  Hebrew,  Charch  History,  and  Doctrines  of  the  Charch. 

In  the  ease  of  Mr.  Robert  Hannington,  brought  before  the  Assembly  by  a  peti- 
tion from  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  setting  forth  that  he  has  attended  for  two 
sessions  at  the  Free  Church  College,  Olasgow,  having  proTioasly  attended  the  osaal 
classes  in  the  Facalty  of  Arts,  and  gone  through  the  fall  coarse  of  study  for  gradua- 
tion in  medicine,  and  that  the  committee  have  appointed  him  a  medical  missionary 
to  Lake  Nyassa,  and  that  it  is  desirable  he  should  leave  not  later  than  the  end  of 
August  next,  and  therefore  pray  the  Assembly  to  authorise  the  Presbytery  of  Olasgow 
to  take  him  on  trial  for  license  and  ordination  on  their  application — ^the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to 
grant  the  application,  and  authorise  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  to  take  Mr.  Manning- 
ton  on  trial  for  license  so  soon  as  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  may  apply  to  it 
for  that  end,  as  in  the  case  of  the  late  Dr.  Black. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  William  Rogerson,  a  minister  of  the  fiogllsh  Presbyterian 
Church,  but  who  now  seeks  admission  into  the  Free  Church  through  the  Presbytery 
of  Edinburgh,  within  whose  bounds  he  has  resided  for  two  years  and  four  months, 
daring  which  time  he  has  been  employed  as  travelling  secretary  to  the  Religious 
Tract  Society  of  Scotland,  and  has  preached  with  acceptance  all  over  the  countiy, 
aecording  to  the  Presbytery's  testimony — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of 
their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application,  and  to 
admit  Mr.  Rogerson  as  a  minister  of  the  Free  Church. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  William  H.  M.  Philip,  a  minister  of  the  Congregational  Union, 
Scotland,  having  in  his  jouth  been  connected  with  the  Established  Church,  bnt  who 
now,  through  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  who  recommends  his  case,  makes  appli* 
cation  for  admission  as  a  minister  of  the  Free  Church — ^the  General  Assembly,  on 
the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the 
application,  and  to  admit  Mr.  Philip  as  a  minister  of  the  Free  Church. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  Gottfried  Andrias  Di5ime,  student  of  divinity,  who  has  attended 
a  full  theological  curriculum  in  Berlin,  and  one  session  (including  four  classes)  at 
New  College,  Edinburgh,  and  passed  the  Exit  Board  Examination,  and  who  for 
reasons  of  convenience,  chiefly  to  prevent  delay  in  obtaining  license  and  settlement 
as  a  minister  in  Soutli  Africa,  desires  to  be  taken  on  trial  for  license  by  the  Presby* 
tery  of  Edinburgh,  each  license  being  accepted  by  the  Dutch  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Charch  of  South  Africa — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee, 
with  acquiescence  of  parties,  agree  to  grant  the  application,  and  to  empower  the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  to  take  Mr.  Dohne  on  trial  for  license. 

In  the  case  of  Rev.  Donald  Bannerman,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbyterian  Charch 
in  Canada,  being  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Owen  Sound  in  July  1879,  as  ap- 
peared from  Extract  Minute  of  said  Presbytery — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report 
of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering  that  this  case  has  not 
been  transmitted  through  a  Presbytery  of  this  Church,  decline  to  grant  the  applica* 
tion  until  it  shall  be  broaght  up  in  regular  form,  but  authorise  the  Commission,  at 
any  of  its  stated  dietf>,  to  dispose  of  any  application  from  Mr.  Bannerman  which  may 
be  broaght  before  them  in  regular  form. 

OOLLSOnONS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  an  Act  anent 
Collections,  and  in  accordance  therewith — 

The  General  Assembly,  considering  that,  according  to  the  Word  of  God,  the  pro- 
pagation of  the  glorious  Gospel  at  home  and  abroad  is  at  once  the  highest  duty  and 
most  blessed  privilege  of  the  Church  of  Christ ;  considering  also  the  present  state 
of  this  country  and  of  the  world,  and  the  opportunities  thus  presented  to  God's 
believing  people  of  being  instrumentally  useful  in  the  Lord's  cause,  appoint  the 
following  collections  to  be  made  during  the  ensuing  year  in  all  the  congregations 
of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  viz. : — On  the  fourth  Sabbath  of  June,  for  the 
Colonial  Scheme;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  September,  for  the  Evangelisation  of 
the  Masses;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  October,  for  the  Highlands  and  Islands;  on 
the  third  Sabbath  of  November,  for  the  Pre-Dieruption  Ministers*  Fund,  and  Aged 
and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund ;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  December,  for  the  Jews ;  on 
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the  third  Sabbftih  of  Janaary,  for  the  Continent ;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  February, 
for  the  College  Fond ;  on  the  third  Sabbath  of  April,  for  the  Home  Misaion. 

And  the  General  Aaaembly  also  appoint  that  a  collection  shall  be  made  for 
Foreign  MiBaiona  on  the  third  Sabbath  mt  July,  in  those  coDgregations  which  have 
no  association  in  aid  of  that  scheme. 

Farther,  the  General  Assembly,  considering  that  the  Ladies'  Association  for 
Female  Education  in  India  and  Africa  is  doing  a  most-  important  work  in  connec- 
tion with  onr  Church,  and  under  responsibility  to  the  Cieneral  Assembly  through 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions,  strongly  recommend  that  an  opportunity  be 
giren  to  our  people  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  that  association,  either  by  means 
of  a  collection  or  by  any  other  means  that  may  be  considered  more  suitable  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  several  congregations. 

Provided  always,  that  whenever  the  dispensation  of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Sapper  falls  on  any  of  the  Sabbaths  hereinbefore  specified,  the  collection  shall 
be  made  on  the  Sabbath  immediately  precediog,  or  on  the  Sabbath  immediately 
following.  And  the  Assembly  eigoin  every  minister  or  probationer  supplying 
ordinances  in  any  congregation  on  the  Sabbath  preceding  that  on  which  any  one 
of  these  collections  is  to  be  made,  duly  to  intimate  and  recommend  the  same  to  the 
congregation. 

The  General  Assembly  appoint  this  Act  to  be  read  from  the  pulpit  to  every 
congregation  within  the  bounds  of  the  Church,  on  the  first  Sabbath  after  the 
receipt  thereof,  or,  where  it  is  the  Communion  Sabbath,  on  the  first  Sabbath 
thereafter. 

The  Assembly  claim,  on  behalf  of  their  people,  that  all  of  them  should  have 
the  opportunity  afforded  them  of  contributisg,  as  God  hath  prospered  them,  to 
all  these  objects,  by  the  collections  being  duly  intimated.  They  strongly  dis- 
approve of  the  restriction  of  this  privilege,  by  whomsoever  such  restriction  may  be 
made. 

And  the  General  Assembly,  whilst  reminding  the  congregations  what  a  blessed 
thing  it  is  to  be  God*s  instruments  in  spreading  and  building  up  the  kingdom  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  would  affectionately  urge  upon  them  the  duty  of  embracing 
the  -  opportunities  furnished  by  these  collections,  of  contributing  cheerfully  and 
liberally  a  suitable  portion  of  the  worldly  substance  of  which  God  has  made  them 
stewards ;  and  further,  of  accompanying  their  contributions  with  their  special 
prayers  that  these  collections  may,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  accomplish  the  purposes 
for  wldch  they  are  appointed  to  be  made,  and  that  wisdom  frum  above  may  be 
vouchsafed  to  all  those  to  whom  is  entrusted  by  the  Church  the  management  of 
her  different  schemes :  so  that  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  both  by  her  dutiful 
and  cheerful  payments  into  the  Lord's  Treasury,  and  the  wise  management  of  that 
Treasury,  may  be  honoured  to  do  her  Lord's  will  in  these  matters,  and  promote  His 
cause  in  the  world. 

The  Gkneral  Assembly  earnestly  exhort  all  their  faithful  people  to  give  to 
these  collections,  and  to  other  objects  of  Christian  beneficence,  liberally  and  con- 
siderately, onder  a  sense  of  responsibility  to  give  of  the  first-fruits  of  their  increase 
unto  that  God  from  whom  they  receive  all,  and  to  give  systematically  as  God  shall 
prosper  them. 

The  Assembly  are  painfully  aware  of  the  commercial  and  agricultural  depres- 
sion which  has  of  late  subsisted.  They  cordially  sympathise  with  those  who  have 
eaffered  and  are  suffering  under  this  state  of  things.  But  they  would  faithfully 
exhort  the  people  under  their  charge  to  review  all  their  expenditure  under  existing 
circumstances,  and  not  to  assume  that  diminution  of  expenditure  is  to  be  effected 
primarily  or  mainly  by  withholding  more  than  is  meet. 

Also,  the  General  Assembly  appoint  that  the  several  Presbyteries  shall  take 
means  to  ascertain  whether  these  collections  have  been  made  in  the  several  congre- 
gations, and  shall  note  in  their  records  every  case  of  omission  to  collect  for  any  of 
the  schemes,  along  with  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  minister,  and  their  opinion  of 
said  reasons;  and  likewise  ordain  the  several  Synods  to  take  a  particular  account 
of  the  diligence  of  their  respective  Presbyteries,  and  record  it  in  their  Synod  Books. 
The  Assembly  further  direct  the  Treasurer  of  the  Church  to  transmit  to  the  Clerks 
of  Assembly,  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  31st  March,  a  list  of  those  congregations 
which  have  failed  to  make  the  collections  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  to  be 
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made  in  the  coone  of  the  yeir  ending  at  said  date ;  and  the  Clerks  are  inatnieted  to 
communioate  immediately  with  those  Preebyteriea  within  whose  boonda  the  said 
eongregationa  are  situated;  and  the  said  Presbyteries  are  hereby  eigoined  to  send 
up  a  report  to  the  Clerks,  not  later  than  one  insek  before  the  meeting  of  next  General 
Assembly,  stating  the  reasons  assigned  for  sach  colleetions  not  baring  been  made, 
Uiat  the  same  may  be  laid  before  the  Assembly. 

Farther,  the  Assembly  hereby  call  the  attention  of  Presbyteries  and  Synods  to 
the  duties  laid  upon  them,  with  respect  to  a  careful  supervision  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  collections  appointed  by  the  Assembly  are  attended  to  in  the  congregations 
within  their  bounds,  and  that  a  special  collection  is  made  in  erery  congregation  for 
each  of  the  schemes,  and  instruct  the  Clerks  to  transmit  an  extract  of  the  minnte  to 
ministers  along  with  the  copy  of  the  Act  anent  collections. 

OUBTODIXB  OV  TETLSS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Custodier  of  Titles,  whieh,  being 
printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  wss  referred  to  by  Dr.  Wilsoh  on^his 
behalf. 

The  Assembly  approye  of  the  report^  and  record  their  thanks  to  Mr.  Macdonald. 

FBE8BTTEBT  OP  DUHBLAITX. 

The  Assembly  took  up  a  Petition  from  the  Preabjtery  of  Dunblane,  eraring 
leave  to  hold  their  ordinary  meetings  at  Bridge  of  Allan. 
The  Assembly  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

THE  ABOTLL  OHUBOfl  CASE. 

» 

On  the  motion  of  Principal  RAINY,  the  following  members  were  appointed  as  a 
commission  on  the  Argyll  Church  case : — The  Moderator,  Rev.  Dr.  Wilson,  Colonel 
Young,  and  Mr.  David  Dickson. 

ANSWEB8  TO  BBASONS  OF  DISSENT  IN  THE  BVITB  CASE. 

Principal  RAINY  gave  in  the  following  answers  to  the  ressons  of  dissent  in  the 
case  of  Professor  Smith  on  Tuesday,  24th  May : — 1.  The  Assembly  was  entitled,  at 
all  events,  to  repudiate  the  construction  of  last  Assembly's  final  decision  on  Professor 
Smith's  case,  which  seemed  to  render  it  antagonistic  to  their  previous  judgment  in 
the  same  case,  and  the  judgment  of  previous  Assemblies.  If  it  is  meant  that  Pro- 
fessor Smith  in  his  letter  claims  only  the  right  to  hold  his  opinions,  and  not  to 
promulgate  them,  it  is  replied  that  a  claim  so  restricted,  besides  being  a  strange  one 
in  itself,  was  not  the  impression  which  the  nature  of  the  letter  in  the  circumstances 
under  which  it  was  issued  was  fitted  to  make.  2.  The  judgment  of  the  Asaembly 
sets  forth  grounds  sufficient  for  the  kind  of  ecclesiasticnil  action  contemplated,  vis., 
the  termination  of  the  professorial  charge  in  the  case  of  a  professor  whose  course  of 
action  during  five  years  had  placed  the  Church  in  grave  difficulty.  8.  The  finding 
brought  up  matters  of  serious  moment,  which  were  not  in  view  of  last  Assembly, 
and  could  not  have  been,  and  which,  therefore,  fell  to  be  d^lt  with  now.  4.  The 
Assembly  is  entitled  and  bound  to  judge  as  to  what  is  safe  and  advantageous  for  the 
Church.  5.  This  reason  applies  to  the  subsequent  action  of  the  Assembly.  6.  While 
the  finding  deals  adequately  with  the  matter  before  the  house,  it  in  no  way  pre- 
cluded such  sub8e(][uent  action  as  may  be  required  in  connection  with  any  of  the 
interests  involved  in  the  case. 

Answers  to  the  reasons  of  dissent  on  Thursday,  26th  May : — It  is  nnreasonable 
and  unconstitutional  to  hold  that  in  all  circumstances  a  professor  can  maintain  his 
right,  unless  libelled,  to  be  entrusted  with  the  training  of  students,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  effect  of  the  course  taken  by  him.  2.  There  might  have  been  some 
foundation  for  this  reason  if  Professor  Smith's  ministerial  character  had  been  inter- 
fered with.  As  the  reason  stands  it  implies  that  the  Church  has  in  no  esse  the  right 
to  judge  whether  the  duties  are  discharged  to  edification,  unless  she  is  prepared  to 
m^e  good  a  libel  for  immorality  or  heresy.    3.  This  reason  is  already  answered* 
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4.  The  only  righta  tdcen  ftw»j  are  ihoie  boied  apon  the  charge  which  naturally 
tenninatfld  ik 

The  AMcmbly  acyoumed  at  fire  o'clock,  to  meet  again  at  seTcn  o'clock. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 
The  Aasembly  reanmed  at  seveii  o'clock— Bct.  Dr.  Laughton,  Moderator. 

BBASONB  or  DIBBiaT. 

Sir  Henry  Monereiff  laid  on  the  table  a  docnment  with  additional  Bignatures  to 
Profeasor  Bmce's^reasona  of  diaseni 

THE  OOLOHIAL  OOMMITTES. 

Mr.  B.  G.  BALFOUB  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Colonial  Committee.  It  atated 
that  daring  the  year  there  had  been  nine  appointments — three  to  New  Zealand,  fonr 
to  Australia,  one  to  Trinidad,  and  one  to  Malta.  Very  mnch  in  consequence  of  their 
straitened  means  they  had  only  been  able  to  make  these  nine  appointments,  as  com- 
psred  with  twenty-five  last  year.  Instead  of  the  sum  of  £600,  which  they  were 
enabled  to  send  to  the  aid  ot  both  sections  of  the  Canadian  Church  last  year,  the 
state  of  their  funds  had  been  such  that  they  had  only  been  able,  and  that  with  diffi- 
culty, to  aend  £150.  So  clamant,  indeed,  did  they  feel  the  call  for  help  to  be  in 
connection  with  the  north-west  province  of  Manitoba,  that  they  made  a  special  appeal 
to  a  few  liberal  members  of  the  Church,  the  resnlt  of  which  was  a  aupplementary 
labscription  of  £87.  The  committee  were  thankful  to  find  that  they  were  in  circom- 
Btaoces  to  contribute  even  the  sum  of  £237  towards  a  mission  of  such  vast  ezteot 
and  urgent  need.  It  was  true  there  was  an  apparent  balance  to  their 'credit  of  £3, 
11a  Sd.,  but  this  left  them  with  nothing  to  meet  their  necessary  expenditure  from 
the  end  of  March,  when  their  account  was  closed,  to  the  end  of  June,  when  the 
annual  collection  was  made,  and  it  was  to  be  noted  that  their  expenditure  this  year 
had  exceeded  their  income  from  all  sources  by  the  sum  of  £671, 15s.  9d.  While  the 
committee  have  had  to  regret  that  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal  have  not  been 
adequate  to  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  they  believe  that  this  has  been  the  natural 
result  of  the  period  of  commercial  and  agricultural  depression  through  which  the 
conntiy  has  been  passing,  and  they  trust  that  with-  the  return  of  better  times  their 
finances  will  revive.  They  have  been  encouraged  by  finding  that  the  colonies  are 
beginning  to  be  more  attractive  as  a  future  field  of  labour  to  some  of  the  best  students 
ai  the  divinity  halls.  After  referring  to  the  death  of  Dr.  Cairns,  of  Melbourne,  the 
committee  proceed  to  give  some  details  of  the  work  carried  on  at  various  stations  in 
Europe,  Africa,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Falkland  Isles,  West  Indies,  Central  America, 
and  North  America.  In  concluding,  the  committee  state  that  this  is  a  scheme  which 
appeals  to  all  classes  within  the  Ciiorcfa.  The  tide  of  emigration  to  our  colonial 
settlements  and  elsewhere  is  confined  to  no  class.  Rich  and  poor,  high  and  low, 
young  and  old,  are  conatantly,  in  greater  or  less  numbers,  seeking  a  home  in  our 
vaiiooa  vast  possessions.  To  follow  them  with  the  means  of  grace,  to  aurronnd  them 
with  those  influences  which,  under  God,  can  alone  save  tliem  from  temptations 
peculiarly  strong  in  the  case  of  those  who  ostensibly  leave  us  with  a  view  to  worldly 
adrancement,  ia  surely  one  of  the  plainest  duties  that  lie  to  onr  hand.  Our  Church 
has  been  greatly  honoured  in  the  past  in  this  good  work.  And  it  is  the  earnest 
desire  of  the  committee  that,  in  the  time  to  come,  her  motherly  care  of  our  ezpa- 
iriated  people  may  be  aa  great  as  heretofore.  They  press  their  scheme  because  they 
leel  its  importance.  With  the  best  information  to  guide  them,  they  are  of  opinion 
that  it  continues  justly  to  claim  a  prominent  place  among  the  Church's  evangelistic 
sgenciea.  Mr.  Balfour,  in  submitting  the  report,  stated  that  they  had  sent  out  a 
good  many  young  men  to  New  South  Wales.  They  were  getting  up  a  Sustentation 
i'und  in  New  Zraland,  and  a  fund  had  been  instituted  which,  it  was  to  be  hoped, 
would  yield  a  dividend  of  £300  a  year  to  each  minister.  Another  fund  was  also 
being  got  up  in  oider  to  pay  the  passage  and  outfit  of  ministers  from  this  country. 
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BegardiDg  the  Church  of  Victoria  there  were  still  a  considerable  nnmber  of  TacandeB, 
80  that  there  was  still  room  for  actiye,  energetic,  and  enterprising  yoang  men.  They 
must  be  prepared,  however,  to  rough  it  a  little.  Let  them  put  themselves  entirely 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee,  and  they  would  soon  obtain  a 
settlement.  They  had  held  this  year  in  Victoria  a  Presbyterian  Coondl,  which 
lasted  for  four  days.  So  useful  and  profitable  had  it  been  that  it  was  decided  to  hold 
another  at  Sydney  next  year.  Mr.  Balfour  coucladed  by  referring  to  the  heavy  loss 
they  had  sustained  through  the  death  of  Dr.  Cairns,  of  Melbourne,  formerly  of 
Cupar-Fife. 

The  Rev.  Principal  M'Knioht,  of  the  Presbyterian  College,  Kova  Scotia;  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Bobbie,  Oia^o,  New  Zealand ;  and  Mr.  Robebt  Johnstghi,  Port  Elizabeth, 
South  Africa,  addressed  the  houBC. 

Professor  BRUCGS  moved  a  deliverance  on  the  subject  of  the  committee's  report, 
and  made  a  strong  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  Canadian  Church  in  its  efforts  to  plant 
Gospel  ordinances  in  Manitoba. 

The  report  was  adopted  nem.  eon,,  and  the  Modbbatob  shortly  addressed  the 
deputies,  and  wished  ihem  Ood-speed  in  their  work. 

OOSmXSSTAL  MISSIOVB. 

Colonel  TOTING,  as  joint  convener,  in  giving  in  the  report,  expressed  his  regret 
that  his  friend  Mr.  Maclagan,  and  fellow-convener,  was  not  able  to  be  present  He 
went  on  to  say  that  as  we  have  a  strong  contingent  of  friends  who  appear  among  ns 
as  deputies  from  foreign  Churches  and  societies,  he  would  be  brief  in  his  remarks. 
The  work  of  the  committee  has  on  the  whole  been  prosperous  during  the  year.  The 
permanent  stations  are  now  to  be  increased  by  one — a  pastor,  in  the  person  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Grey,  of  Naples,  having  been  appointed  as  successor  to  the  late  Dr.  Lewis. 
All  the  winter  and  summer  stations  have  proved  successful,  and  continue  to  be 
highly  appreciated  by  our  own  countrymen  who  go  abroad  in  quest  of  health  as  well 
as  by  American  visitors ;  the  work  done  in  them  is  also  a  means  of  strengthening 
the  hands  of  native  pastors  of  the  Evangelical  Churches.  The  committee  also  aids 
various  societies,  such  as  the  Evangelical  Society  in  Belgium,  a  visit  to  which,  aa  a 
deputy  during  last  summer,  Colonel  Young  described.  The  committee  regret  that 
owing  to  the  fall  off  in  their  incomes  the  grants  had  all  to  be  reduced  for  the  past 
year.  The  visit  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sommerville  to  Germany  and  Russia  was  also 
alladed  to.  The  committee  believe  that  the  work  committed  to  their  care  ia  year 
by  year  becoming  more  important,  and  their  hope  is  that  the  Church  may  realise  its 
responsibility  in  connection  with  each  opportunities  as  are  thus  afforded  her  for 
advancing  Christ's  kingdom.  Mr.  Bright  has  said  that  free  trade  is  a  great  factor 
in  drawing  nations  nearer  to  each  other,  and  how  much  more  powerfully  does  the 
(Gospel  do  this. 

The  deputies  were  then  introduced,  viz..  Pastor  Anet,  Brussels ;  Pastor  Kaspar, 
Bohemia;  Rev.  A.  Constantian,  Constantinople;  and  Signer  Prochet^  of  the 
Waldensian  Church. 

Mr.  CONSTANTIAN  (a  Greek,  who  spoke  good  English)  said  a  great  Britiah 
statesman,  who  went  to  Berlin  to  settle  the  Eastern  Question,  brought  back  to  this 
country  *'  peace  with  honour,"  instead  of  sending  it  to  Constantinople,  where  they 
needed  it  so  much.  (Laughter  and  applanse.)  He  did  not  undervalue  the  efforts  of 
the  great  European  Powers  to  solve  the  Eastern  Question,  but  there  was  one  great 
mistake  in  it,  that  each  of  the  jurymen  sought  his  own  interest.  He  did  not  mean 
to  say  that  a  nation  ought  not  to  look  after  its  own  interests,  but  he  meant  to  say 
that  no  nation  must  look  after  its  own  interest  to  the  loss  of  other  nations.  (Ap- 
plause.) In  the  East  they  highly  valued  the  English  nation,  and  he  did  not  flatter 
them  when  he  said  that  they  looked  with  more  kindness  on  England's  action  than 
on  that  of  some  others,  and  it  would  have  been  more  noble  If  the  Cyprus  affair  had 
not  interfered.  (Applause.)  Their  impression  was  that  no  treaty  and  no  political 
action  could  solve  the  Eastern  Question ;  but  the  Church  of  Christ  must  aolve  it. 
(Applause.) 

Pastor  PROCHET,  of  the  Waldensian  Church,  also  spoke,  and  delivered  a  fraternal 
greeting  from  the  Church  of  the  Valleys,  as  also  a  message  of  sympathy  with  the 
Free  Church  in  the  circumstances  through  which  it  had  recently  passed.    He  aftt  in 
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the  ABsembly  last  Thnnday,  and  liatened  with  the  greatest  attention  to  the  debate. 
He  sat  for  ^ve  houra,  and  Binee  Italy  came  out  of  her  Mediterranean  bed,  he  did  not 
suppose  any  Italian  ever  sat  so  long.  (Laughter.)  He  did  enjoy  the  storm  of 
eloquence  that  was  ponred  forth  withoat  interruption ;  he  almost  thonght  himself 
on  the  monn tains  in  the  Alps  when  the  torrents  came  down.  (Applaase.)  As  a 
foreigner,  he  also  asked  to  be  allowed  to  express  his  thankfulness  at  the  high  spirit 
which  characterised  the  debate.  Pastor  Prochet  also  gave  an  interestiog  account  of 
(he  progress  of  the  Waldensian  Church. 

Hr.  GIBSON,  Perth,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report^  said  that  the  report  was 
a  most  interesting  one,  which  he  hoped  would  not  be  relegated  unread  to  that  limbo 
to  which  so  many  documents  were  consigned,  the  waste-paper  basket ;  but  that  its 
contents  would  be  mastered  by  the  ministers  of  the  Church,  and  given  to  their  people 
when  the  next  annual  collection  came  round.  It  described  graphically,  if  sum- 
marily, the  twofold  work  in  which  the  committee  was  engaged,  that  among  our  own 
countrymen  occasionally  or  permanently  residing  abroad,  and  that  among  the  native 
churches  and  populations.  It  was  true  that  most  of  their  stations  were  small ;  but 
it  was  the  conviction  of  all  who  knew  anything  about  them  that  they  were  worth 
their  cost  They  were  indeed  wells  of  refreshment  in  a  spiritually  weary  land, 
running  brooks  by  the  way,  supplying  waters  of  salvation  to  the  Christian  wayfarer, 
drinking  of  which  he  lifts  up  his  head.  It  was  truly  delightful  to  find  Christian 
ordinances  in  those  various  places  administered  in  the  way  hallowed  by  so  many 
home  associations.  The  Loin's  song  was  doubly  sweet  in  those  circumstances  in  a 
foreign  land. 

As  examples  of  this,  he  might  give  two  illustrations.  One  was  the  testimony  of  a 
very  Illustrious  person  indeed,  that  of  the  Crown  Princess  of  Germany,  our  own 
Princess  Boyal.  The  winter  before  last  she  was  staying  near  Genoa,  when  he  (the 
speaker)  narrowly  escaped  preaching  before  her.  The  coachman  drove  to  the  door  of 
tike  church,  but  by  mistake,  as  her  Boyal  Highness  had  that  day  arranged  to  worship 
in  the  Waldensian  Church,  where  she  listened  to  an  admirable  discourse  from  their 
dear  friend  Signer  Prochet  (Applause.)  On  the  following  Sabbath,  however,  she 
attended  the  Free  Church,  when  Mr.  Miller  officiated.  At  the  close  she  said  it  was 
many  years  since  she  had  been  in  a  Scotch  kirk,  and  it  had  done  her  heart  good — 
(applause)— as  was  indeed  self-evident  from  the  right  lusty  way  in  which  she  had 
joined  in  singing  the  "  Old  Hundred."     (Applause.) 

The  other  testimony  was  more  recent,  though  not  so  illastrious.  It  was  only  a 
few  days  old,  and  came  from  a  quarter  familiarly  known  as  "another  place." 
(Laughter.)  It  was  not,  indeed,  an  altogether  unqualified  testimony.  The  gentleman 
who  gave  it  adverted  in  kindly  terms  to  the  value  of  the  Free  Church  services  at 
certain  stations,  but  he  lamented  that  members  of  his  Church  should  in  their  sick 
and  dying  hours  be  under  the  necessity  of  receiving  the  miuistrations  of  Dissenters  ! 
(Laughter.)  Thereby,  however,  hung  a  tale,  or  rather,  to  speak  more  accurately  in 
this  connection,  a  story,  (Laughter.)  We  at  home  were  accustomed  to  a  somewhat 
diflferent  view  of  the  matter  on  the  part  of  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  very 
Chorch  to  which  their  reverend  critic  belonged.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  was  far  from 
nnnsnal,  as  they  all  knew,  for  those  who  in  days  of  health  and  prosperity  sat 
contentedly  enough  under  the  shade  of  their  state-reared  vine  and  fig-tree,  to  seek 
in  days  of  sickness  and  sorrow  the  ministrations  of  the  so-called  Dissenters. 
(Applause.) 

Time  did  not  allow  the  speaker  to  allude,  as  he  desired  to  have  done,  to  the  other 
department  of  the  committee^s  work.  He  would  only  say — what  all  who  were  per- 
sonally aware  of  the  facts  could  corroborate — that  their  permanent  continental 
stations  were  centres  of  direct  missionary  work  of  a  large  and  varied  kind  among 
the  native  populations.  Their  ministers  there  were  busy  men,  with  many  agencies 
to  superintend  for  bringing  the  Gospel  to  bear  on  the  multitudes  around  them  sunk 
in  the  darkness  of  superstition  and  of  infidelity. 

In  regard  to  the  help  sent  by  the  committee  to  the  native  churches,  it  was  much 
to  be  regretted  that  it  was  so  small,  owing  to  the  limited  funds  at  their  disposal. 

The  time  was  when  the  feeling  that  actuated  our  nation  toward  those  of  the  Con- 
tinent was  very  different  from  that  now  entertained.  Then  we  desired  to  make 
ourselves  their  masters ;  and  we  all  remembered  the  words  of  Qoeen  Mary,  to  the 
effect  that  when  she  died  there  would  be  found  engraven  on  her  heart  the  fatal  word 
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**  CaUii."  Now,  however,  we  had  learnt  a  more  excellent  way — a  way  by  which  to 
go  in  and  possess  all  lands,  while  yet  giving  them  tme  liberty,  by  making  them 
Christ's.  (Applause.)  In  visiting  the  Palazzo  Boria  in  Genoa,  one  was  reminded 
of  an  illustration  in  point.  When  the  grand  old  admiral  of  that  name  received  from 
Charles  Y.  the  offer  of  Uie  sovereignty  of  that  superb  city,  he  preferred  Instead  to 
give  it  its  freedom,  and  so  to  earn  the  title  of  father  and  freer  of  his  country.  And 
henceforth,  as  often  as  he  looked  out  from  the  palace  with  which  the  gratitude  of 
his  felloW'Citizens  presented  him,  over  its  terraced  rows  of  marble  mansions  and  its 
smiling  bay,  he  could  say  a  nobler  thing  by  far  than ''  Genoa  is  mine,"  and  that  was, 
« Genoa  is  free ! "  (Applause.)  But  there  was  a  way  by  which  we  could  make 
those  fair  lands  of  the  Continent  oars  and  yet  free,  by  making  them  the  kingdoms 
of  our  Lord  and  of  His  Christ.    (Applause.) 

The  speaker  would  earnestly  echo  the  appeal  of  the  report  for  greater  liberality 
to  this  scheme,  firstly,  for  the  sake  of  the  good  it  does  to  the  wanderers  from  our 
own  and  other  nations  in  quest  of  pleasure,  culture,  or  health ;  secondly,  because  of 
the  good  it  does  both  directly  and  indirectly  to  the  native  ChrUtian  churches,  and 
to  the  population  among  which  they  are  labouring;  and  thirdly  and  very  specially, 
because  of  the  wonderful  success — particularly  in  France — which  was  attending 
Christian  effort  among  them.  In  this  last  we  had  a  loud  call  in  God's  providence  to 
redouble  our  activity ;  and  might  we  not  hope  that  what  has  been  already  gained 

"  — ^—  the  blessed  time  foretells 
When  all  men  shall  be  free. 
And  musical  as  silver  bells 

Their  fjBJling  chains  shall  be ! "    (Applause.) 

Mr.  C.  J.  GIJTHBIE,  advocate,  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  deputies  thanked  by  the  Moderator. 

THE  QEZTEBAL  PBISBTIEBLLN  OOUVOIL. 

Professor  BLAIEIE  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  General 
Presbyterian  Council,  which  referred  to  the  meeting  of  the  Second  General  Presby- 
terial  Council  at  Philadelphia  last  year. 

The  committee  desired  to  record  their  belief  that  this  oecumenical  movement 
had  already  produced  valuable  fruit  in  bringing  together  many  Church  bodies  united 
in  the  same  doctrine,  government,  and  worship  ;  in  drawing  attention  to  the  consti- 
tution and  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church;  in  giving  (o  that  Church  in  its 
various  branches  a  deeper  sense  of  its  resources,  privileges,  and  high  obligations ; 
in  encouraging  the  more  struggling  Churches  by  the  sympathy,  and  in  some  eases 
the  aid,  of  the  more  powerful ;  in  showing  how  cordially  the  old  faith  is  still  re- 
ceived and  loved,  and  how  many  sons  it  possesses  able  to  defend  it  before  the  world 
powerfully  and  successfully;  and  in  stimulating  the  various  sections  to  greater 
activity  and  co-operation,  especially  in  the  work  of  foreign  missions.  It  was  grati- 
fying to  know  that  this  view  had  been  very  strongly  and  cordially  expressed  by  the 
American  Churches. 

Mr.  WILSON,  Barclay  Church,  moved  the  approval  of  the  report 

Mr.  STUART  GRAY,{of  Kinfauns,  in  seconding  the  adoption  of  the  report,  said 
— Having  been  privileged  to  take  a  part  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Council  of  Phila- 
delphia as  a  representative  from  this  Church,  he  was  pleased  to  have  this  opportu- 
nity of  expressing  the  satisfaction  he,  and  he  was  assured  others,  felt  at  the  meeting 
of  the  Council,  and  the  cordial  reception  given  by  the  American  brethren  was  very 
pleasing  to  them.  A  dark  shadow  was  left  in  his  own  mind  in  connection  with  his 
visit  to  America  by  the  removal  of  two  distinguished  members  of  last  Assembly, 
their  noble  friend  the  Earl  of  Kintore,  who  at  one  time  hoped  to  be  present  at  the 
Council,  and  the  late  much  esteemed  Moderator,  Dr.  Main,  with  whom  he  had  passed 
several  days  in  America  with  delight,  and  along  with  whom  and  others  he  had  visited 
Niagara. 

He  considered  that  these  meetings  afforded  those  who  were  present  at  them 
times  of  intercourse  and  of  making  tlie  acquaintance  of  men  eminent  in  the  Church 
of  God  in  their  respective  spheres  of  labour,  men  whose  names  were  known  through- 
out the  Churches ;  and  that  the  causes  of  the  smaller,  persecuted,  and  weaker  Churches 
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wero  tA  these  aasemblies  reeogniMd,  ind  HaX  eneoongemeni  and  help  were  hereby 
afforded  them. 

He  thought  that  their  mneh  respected  conyener,  Dr.  Blaikle,  who  had  devoted  bo 
mnch  attention  and  time  to  the  subject  of  the  Council,  could  not  but  be  gratified  at 
the  Buceeaa  which  had  attended  this  the  second  meeting  of  the  Presbyterian  Alliance. 

The  Assembly  a4)oained,  to  meet  again  to-morrow  morning  at  eleven  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  MAY  81. 

The  Free  Assembly  resumed  its  sittings  to-day  at  eleven  o'clock — ^Bev.  Dr. 
Blder,  Botheaay,  in  the  chair. 

OTIBTUBB  ON  THI  OATHS  BILL. 

The  following  overture  was  submitted  from  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh — "  That 
the  General  Assembly  should  take  into  consideration  the  proposal  which  is  being 
made,  to  the  effect  that  professed  atheists  may  sit  as  members  of  the  British  Legis- 
lature, and  do  therein  as  to  their  wisdom  may  seem  best." 

Dr.  BEGQ  moved  as  follows — "That  the  Assembly  petition  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  against  any  such  alteration  in  the  existing  Constitution  of  the  country 
as  will  allow  an  avowed  atheist  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature."  Dr.  Begg  said 
he  wished  the  house  to  notice  that  this  motion  simply  committed  them  on  one  point. 
It  did  not  commit  them  to  the  propriety  of  the  regulations  in  regard  to  the  Legis- 
lature as  they  at  present  stood,  except  in  one  respect  that  they  opposed  any  alteration 
for  the  benefit  of  atheists,  in  other  words,  the  elimination  of  any  recognition  of  the 
Divine  existence  from  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  That,  of  course,  would  be  the 
very  last  step  the  Legislature  could  take  in  that  direction.  He,  for  one,  decidedly 
objected  to  that  step  being  taken.  Now,  he  should  not  detain  the  Assembly,  after 
these  long  and  very  fatiguing  meetings,  by  entering  at  any  length  on  this  subject, 
but  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  house  particularly  to  this,  that  it  was  a 
thorough  mistake  to  imagine  that  any  constituency,  as  the  law  at  present  stood,  had 
a  right  to  send  any  individual  they  pleased  to  represent  them  in  Parliament.  Of 
coarse,  there  were  restrictions  and  limitations  of  various  kinds,  and  one  of  these 
limitations  was  that  a  man  could  not  legitimately  sit  in  Parliament  as  an  avowed 
atheist;  and  the  object  of  certain  members  of  the  Legislature  now  was  to  remove 
that  restriction.  He  wished  it  to  be  understood  that,  according  to  their  theory,  the 
enactment  that  an  atheist  could  sit  in  Parliament  was  a  complete  subversion  of  their 
doctrine  as  contained  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  of  the  Bible,  which  set  forth 
that  Civil  Government  was  a  divine  ordinance,  and  that  "  he  that  mleth  over  men 
should  be  just,  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God."  How  otherwise  can  we  expect  any 
national  blessing  1  It  was  alleged  that  this  case  was  analogous  to  that  of  the 
Qoaken,  and  that  to  allow  an  atheist  to  make  a  statement  would  be  in  no  respect 
different  from  the  arrangement  now  existing  that  the  Quaker  should  make  a 
statement. 

Now,  that  was  a  thorough  misunderstanding  of  the  existing  state  of  things. 
Whether  the  law  in  regard  to  Quakers  was  right  or  wrong,  it  does  not  proceed  on 
the  understanding  that  the  Quakers  disavow  the  belief  in  the  Divine  authority,  or 
even  of  the  Divine  word.  The  Quakers  profess  to  find  in  the  Divine  Word  a  pro- 
hibition to  oaths.  They  confounded  two  things  which  were  entirely  different-^ 
profane  swearing  and  judicial  oaths,  the  latter  being  quite  scriptural  and  the  former 
the  reverse  of  scriptural.  It  was,  at  all  events,  quite  clear  that  the  concession 
made  to  them  was  not  on  the  ground  of  their  disbelief  in  the'  Divine  existence,  but 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  so  extremely  sensitive  on  the  subject  of  what  the 
Scripture  teaches  that  Parliament  had  consented  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  make 
a  declaration  on  that  understanding.  But  that  was  a  different  thing  from  Parliament 
agieeing  to  set  aside  entirely  the  recognition  of  the  Divine  authority  in  connection 
with  the  Legislature  of  the  country.  If  that  were  done,  it  was  quite  clear  that  the 
opening  of  Parliament  with  prayer  must  cease  as  a  necessary  result*  To  open  Parlia- 
ment with  prayer,  and  yet  have  it  enacted  that  some  of  the  members — ^it  might  be. 


288  OVERTURE  ON  THE  OATHS  BILL. 

in  the  long  ran,  a  large  portion  of  the  members — might  hare  no  belief  in  the  DlTine 
exifltence,  would  be  a  very  extraordinaiy  contradiction.  It  would  also  lead  in  the* 
long  ran,  he  had  no  doabt,  to  the  removal  of  the  Coronation  Oath,  for  anrely  Parlia- 
ment would  not  do  less  towards  the  SoTcreign  of  the  country  than  thej  were  prepared* 
to  do  towards  one  of  her  subjects.  Experience  gave  proof  that  to  allow  the  Sovereign 
to  monnt  the  throne  without  coming  to  any  solemn  obligation  to  the  peopAe  was 
utterly  destructive  to  the  liberties  of  the  country.  That  was  exactly,  he  presumed, 
what  men — he  would  not  say  women,  because  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  had  had 
manifested  a  most  admirable  spirit  in  regard  to  the  religion  of  the  country — ^but 
the  time  might  come  when  individuals  might  claim  a  right  to  the  throne,  and  that 
on  the  ground  of  no  Coronation  Oath,  but  on  the  ground  of  an  affirmation,  coupled 
with  a  statement  that  they  did  not  believe  that  affirmation  to  have  the  least  effect. 
He  believed  that  in  this  country  witnesses  would  not  be  allowed  to  give  evidenee  if 
they  took  an  oath  declaring  that  it  had  no  bearing  on  their  consciences.  He  did 
not  intend  to  take  np  the  question  at  any  length,  but  he  wished  them  to  keep  in 
view  that  if  Uiey  were  coming  to  a  state  of  [matters  in  which  the  Parliament  of  the 
country  set  aside  the  belief  or  regard  to  the  authority  of  God,  they  might  prepare 
for  results  of  the  most  serious  kind.    (Applause.) 

I  should  like  to  see  a  cheap  reprint  of  the  noble  sermon  of  Robert  Hall  on 
Infidelity  widely  circulated.  It  contains  many  admirable  passages  adapted  to  the 
present  time.  Perhaps  the  Assembly  will  excuse  me  for  quoting  two.  "  Religion 
being  primarily  intended  lo  make  men  wise  unto  salvation,  the  support  it  ministers 
to  social  order,  the  stability  it  confers  on  government  and  laws,  is  a  subordinate 
species  of  advantage  which  we  should  have  continued  to  enjoy  without  reflecting  on 
its  cause,  but  for  the  development  of  deistical  principles  and  the  experiment  which 
has  been  made  of  their  effects  in  a  neighbouring  conntiy.  It  had  been  the  constant 
boast  of  infidels  that  their  system,  more  liberal  and  generous  than  Christianity, 
needed  but  to  be  tried  to  produce  an  immense  accession  to  human  happiness,  and 
Christian  nations,  careless  and  supine,  retaining  little  of  religion  but  the  professioo, 
and  disgusted  with  its  restraints,  lent  a  favourable  ear  to  these  pretensions.  God 
permitted  the  trial  to  be  made.  In  one  country,  and  that  the  centre  of  Christendom, 
revelation  underwent  a  total  eclipse,  while  atheism,  performing  on  a  darkened 
theatre  its  strange  and  fearful  tragedy,  confounded  the  first  elements  of  society, 
blended  every  age,  rank  and  sex,  in  indiscriminate  proscription  and  massacre  that 
the  imperishable  memorial  of  these  events  might  teach  the  last  generations  of  man- 
kind  to  consider  religion  as  the  pillar  of  society,  the  safeguard  of  nations,  the  parent 
of  social  order  which  alone  has  power  to  curb  the  fniy  of  the  passions  and  secure 
to  every  one  his  rights — to  the  laborious,  the  reward  of  their  industry ;  to  the  rieh, 
the  enjoyment  of  their  wealth ;  to  nobles,  the  preservation  of  their  honours ;  and  to 
princes,  the  stability  of  their  thrones." — ^Robert  Hall's  Works,  vol.  L,  pp.  67-8. 
He  adds,  p.  70,  "Eteraal  God,  on  what  are  Thine  enemies  intent  t  What  are 
these  enterprises  of  guilt  and  horror  that  for  the  safety  of  their  performers  require 
to  be  enveloped  in  a  darkness  which  the  eye  of  heaven  must  not  pierce  ?  Miserable 
men  1  Proud  of  being  the  ofi[Bpring  of  chance ;  in  love  with  universal  disorder ; 
whose  happiness  is  involved  in  the  belief  of  there  being  no  witness  to  their  designs, 
and  who  are  at  ease  only  because  they  suppose  themselves  inhabitants  of  a  forsaken 
world." 

Dr.  Begg  concluded  by  proposing  his  motion. 

Mr.  JAMES  MATTHEW,  Haddington,  seconded  the  motion.  He  did  not  look 
upon  this  as  a  party  question  at  all,  although  the  action  of  the  Prime  Minister  had 
been  a  cause  of  deep  regret  to  a  great  many  thorough-going  Liberals ;  and  he  knew 
that  some  of  their  ministers  had  corresponded  with  him  personally  on  the  part  he 
had  taken,  although  he  had  not  done  so.  He  did  not  believe  either  that  this  was  a 
question  of  the  rights  of  constituencies.  No  constituency  had  a  right  to  choose  a 
man  who  could  not  enter  the  House  of  Commons  by  the  door  of  the  house,  bnt  by 
some  other  way.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons  being 
witness,  the  case  which  has  occasioned  the  bill  in  question  is  now  nnlike  any  other. 
It  is  really  a  constitutional  question  that  is  raised,  and  raised  in  such  a  way  that  this 
house  need  have  no  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  the  present  motion. 

Principal  RAINT,  who  was  received  with  applause,  said  he  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  a  body  of  Christian  men  should  express  the  disapprobation  and  distress 
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with  which  they  contemplated  the  idea  of  an  avowed  atheist,  and  he  would  add  an 
offenBive  atheist — (hear,  hear) — sitting  in  tlie  Legislature  of  this  country.  And 
men  of  their  profession  especially  were  apt  to  be  sensitive  to  secure  that  there  should 
be  no  appearance  of  indifference  on  such  a  subject.  But  all  the  more  he  felt  bound 
to  disentangle  himself  from  responsibility  in  connection  with  this  matter.  It  did 
not  arise  on  his  part  from  any  wish  that  they  should  act  upon  some  general  notion 
of  the  rights  of  man,  or  lay  down  any  position  that  in  no  circumstances  was  it 
reasonable  to  exclude  men  in  the  country  from  the  functions  of  goyernment  on  the 
ground  of  the  religious  opinious  which  they  might  cheridh.  He  supposed  they  were 
all  agreed  that  the  restriction  on  the  Crown,  for  instance,  in  reference  to  that  matter 
had  a  yery  sufficient  justification  in  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  imposed.  He 
thought,  howeyer,  it  was  a  somewhat  exaggerated  mode  of  statement  to  say  that  this 
was  the  last  shred  of  witness  in  the  constitution  of  the  country  for  religious  truth; 
that  it  was  like  the  elimination  of  the  divine  existeuce  from  the  constitution. 
(Laughter.)  What  he  thought  was  true  was,  that  it  might  be  regarded  as  the  elimi- 
nation  of  the  last  shred  of  provisions  or  securities,  if  they  were  securities,  in  a  line 
of  things  in  which  there  had  been  a  great  deal  latterly  of  rapid  retreatiog.  There 
was  a  time  when  in  this  matter  the  constitution  of  the  country,  or  at  least  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  expressed,  required  that  all  men  sliould  be  Protestant.  That  restric- 
tion was  removed,  and  it  then  required  that  all  men  should  be  Christians;  then, 
finally,  they  had  the  oath  given  in  the  way  it  was  now.  But  he  thought  that  with 
all  that  was  notorious  as  to  the  constitution  of  the  country  it  would  not  do  to  say 
that  this  was  an  elimination  from  it  of  a  recogoition  of  the  divine  exutence.  The 
oath,  it  must  be  remembered,  was  not  intended  to  secure  a  proof  of  a  man's  religion. 
It  was  an  oath  of  allegiance,  not  to  the  Kiug  of  kings,  but  to  an  earthly  monarch. 
He  quite  believed  that  if  it  had  been  suggested  to  include  atheists  at  the  time  the 
Legislature  exempted  Quakers,  the  Legislature  would  have  said,  "  We  do  not  feel 
called  upon  to  give  relief  to  people  of  that  kind;  we  do  not  particularly  sympathise 
with  them ;  we  say  to  them  as  to  other  men.  You  must  either  swallow  the  oath  or 
stay  outside."  The  real  question  that  was  raised  now  was  whether  the  House  of 
Commons  had  strained  the  law,  or  more  than  strained  the  law ;  and  so  far  as  he  was 
able  to  judge,  the  House  of  Commons  had  strained  the  law.  Reference  had  been 
made  to  the  constitution  of  the  country.  Now,  he  rather  apprehended  that  the 
constitution  of  the  country  in  this  particular  matter  just  was  the  law ;  and  the  law 
was  this,  that  no  man  should  sit  or  vote  in  the  House  of  Commons  under  a  penalty 
unless  he  took  this  oath.  He  was  bound  to  take  the  oath,  and  he  (Principal  Rainy) 
apprehended  that  he  had  a  right  to  take  it.  That,  of  course,  raised  very  serious 
questions  as  to  whether  this  was  a  desirable  plan  to  have  an  arrangement  under 
which  any  unscrupulous  person  might  shock  the  feelings  of  the  country.  Bradlaugh, 
when  first  elected,  took  the  affirmation  and  not  the  oath,  but  it  turned  out  that  he 
was  not  a  person  who  could  affirm.  But  supposing  he  had  taken  the  oath,  and  the 
question  had  gone  Into  a  court  of  law,  he  believed  it  was  notorious  that  the  opinions 
of  lawyers  on  either  side  of  the  House  was  that  nothing  that  he  did  or  said  weeks 
before  could  have  disqualified  him  from  taking  the  oath,  if  he  was  prepared  to  do  so 
on  his  own  responsibility.  When  the  House  of  Commons  refused  to  let  him  take 
the  oath,  it  more  than  strained  the  law.  He  believed  that  ^he  House  acted  with 
the  very  best  motives  in  doing  that.  He  entirely  reciprocated  what  Mr.  Matthew 
said,  that  there  was  no  party  feeling  in  this  matter.  He  believed  it  was  just  a  com- 
pany of  English  gentlemen,  who  said  they  were  not  going  to  sit  there  and  see  it; 
they  would  not  submit  to  it;  law  or  no  law,  they  would  not  have  this  man,  who  was 
an  avowed  atheist,  swearing  this  oath  before  their  face.  He  (Principal  Rainy)  sym- 
pathised very  much  with  that  view. 

But  then  the  question  of  course  came,  if  the  House  indulged  this  feeling  to  the 
extent  of  taking  liberties  with  the  law,  did  it  not  in  a  manner  bind  itself  to  find 
some  other  way  in  which  to  give  the  man  his  legal  right?  (Ko,  no.)  The  question 
was,  what  were  the  rights  of  Mr.  Bradlaugh  and  this  constituency  under  the  existing 
law  1  and  he  thought  that  was  not  a  question  upon  which  the  Assembly  should 
express  an  opinion,  because  the  only  question  about  this  Oaths  Bill  was  one  that 
arose  out  of  the  question  whether  the  House  of  Commons  had  not  strained  the  exist- 
ing law  in  deference  to  feelings  which  undoubtedly  they  all  respected.  It  was  very 
oataral  to  say,  and  he  was  dUposed  to  go  along  with  It — "  Law  or  no  law,  this  man, 

T 


290  OVEBTURE  ON  THE  OATHS  BILL. 

EB  a  mailer  of  fact,  by  the  action  of  the  House  of  Commona,  has  been  pat  in  a 
position  in  which  he  cannot  get  in,  and  by  all  means  let  him  be  fixed  there. 
(Laughter.)  Lynch  law  is  good  enough  for  some  people."  He  went  with  that  a 
good  way.  As  far  as  Bradlangh  was  concerned,  he  was  not  disposed  to  break  his 
heart  at  his  being  kept  oat  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  wonld  not  distress  his 
conscience  whether  he  was  legally  kept  out  or  kept  out  by  the  help  of  motiTes  that 
would  not  bear  criticism  on  that  ground.  He  sympathised  entirely  with  the  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons;  but  he  had  some  grave  doubts  as  to  its  being  a  good 
line  of  defence  against  atheism  that  they  were  taking  up.  (Hear,  hear.)  He  rather 
thonght  they  should  not  take  the  responsibiliiy  fur  it.  (Hear,  hear.)  If  it  tamed 
oat  that  this  man  had  a  right  to  take  the  oath,  and  they  hindered  him,  it  pat  him 
in  the  position  of  being  able  to  go  about  the  country  and  say — '*  I  am  kept  out  of 
my  rights,  and  so  is  my  constituency."  They  had  to  consider  how  that  woo  Id  aflfect 
the  constituencies  in  England  especially,  and  what  risk  they  might  be  rnnning  of  a 
new  experience  of  unwisdom,  such  as  took  place  in  the  case  of  John  Wilkes.  In 
England  a  great  number  of  operatives,  especially  in  the  towns,  did  not  care  maeh 
about  religion,  but  they  were  not  to  any  great  extent  against  religion.  But  suppose 
these  men  believed  that  the  rights  of  constituencies  were  being  interfered  with,  it 
would  not  take  a  great  deal  to  induce  them  to  test  the  question  by  sending  more 
atheists  to  Parliament.  He  could  conceive  of  their  being  ran  into  a  very  onhi^py 
position,  and  a  very  unhappy  state  of  the  representation.  He  was  not  going  to 
commit  the  house  to  the  idea  that  any  wrong  had  been  done.  He  thought  they 
might  be  left  to  hold  their  own  opinion  on  that  subject,  but  he  had  drawn  np  a 
motion  which  he  should  move  if  anybody  wished  it.  If  not,  he  should  content  him- 
self with  having  made  this  statement  He  begged  to  move  <*That  the  General 
Assembly,  while  deploring  that  any  constituency  should  have  returned  to  Parliament 
a  man  holding  the  opinions  avowed  by  Mr.  Bradlangh,  decline  to  express  any 
judgment  as  to  what  the  duty  of  the  House  of  Commons  may  be,  regard  being  had  to 
the  existing  law." 

Mr.  ISDALE,  Glasgow,  seconded  this  amendment  It  appeared  to  him  that 
this  was  a  matter  in  which  strong  feelings  and  catch  words  and  catch  sentiments 
might  very  readily  lead  them  to  a  false  issue.  Of  course,  they  had  no  sympathy 
with  Mr.  Bradlaugh's  opinions,  but  were  they  called  upon  to  assail  him  in  all  his 
interests  1  and  on  the  question  whether  or  not  it  was  Mr.  Bradlangh's  right  to  take 
the  oath  they  would  be  doing  an  unwise  thing  to  pronounce  any  opinion.  Look  at 
the  composition  of  the  House  of  Commons.  It  was  not  Protestant,  for  there  were 
Roman  Catholics  in  it;  it  was  not  Christian,  for  there  were  Jews  there;  and  he 
anticipated  that  if  a  Hindoo  idolater — if  he  were  a  British  citizen— came  to  the 
table  of  the  House  and  offered  to  take  the  oath,  he  would  be  allowed  to  do  so.  John 
Stuart  Mill  was  an  atheist  as  pronounced  as  Mr.  Bradlangh,  and  yet  he  sat  for  many 
years  in  the  House  of  Commons.  He  took  it  upon  him  to  say  that  the  religion  of 
the  oath  was  of  that  meagre  kind  which  was  thousands  of  miles  away  from  the 
religion  of  Robert  Hall,  quoted  by  Dr.  Begg.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was,  that  the 
course  of  legislation  in  this  country  for  a  long  time  had  been  moving  in  the  direction 
of  separating  all  civil  rights  from  religious  tests;  and  he  confessed  that,  considering 
the  way  in  which  these  tests  bad  almost  always  been  used  in  a  manner  adverse  to 
evangelical  religion,  he  did  not  think  that  the  Church  of  Christ  had  any  reason  to 
regret  the  matter.  If  the  Church  desired  to  influence  the  legislation  of  the  conntty, 
let  them  educate  their  people  in  religious  and  moral  truth.  Ko  such  election  was 
likely  to  take  place  in  Scotland  as  took  place  at  Nottingham — (laughter,  and  cries 
of  *'  Northampton  ") — and  he  thought  the  question  might  well  be  asked  of  the  clergy* 
men  of  the  Church  of  England  especially,  how  it  came  that  such  an  election  was 
possible  in  England.  (Applause.)  When  they  looked  at  the  ignorance  and  brutality 
prevailing,  not  only  in  the  large  towns  of  England,  but  in  the  country  districts,  it 
might  be  a  question  whether  the  Church  of  England  had  faithfully  discharged  the 
trust  committed  to  it. 

Sir  HENRY  MONCREIFF  said  that  if  the  question  really  were  whether  they 
were  to  interfere  in  the  way  of  supporting  a  particular  action  of  the  Honae  of 
Commons  in  a  special  line  they  had  adopted  in  the  matter,  he  would  have  felt  all 
the  force  of  Dr.  Rainy's  statement ;  but  it  seemed  to  him  that  that  waa  not  the 
question.    (Hear,  hear.)     Dr.  Begg  did  not  ask  them  to  give  any  opinion  about  the 
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confliitDtional  action  of  the  House  of  Commons.  He  simply  asked  them  to  petition 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  against  any  such  alteration  in  the  existing  constitution 
of  the  country  as  would  allow  an  avowed  atheist  to  sit  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  only  thing  objected  to  by  Dr.  Begg's  motion  was  that  there  should  be 
any  legislation  which  should  have  the  effect  of  specially  allowing  an  avowed  atheist 
to  ait  in  Parliament.  He  (Sir  Henry)  waa  certainly  against  any  positive  legislation 
to  give  sanction  to  such  a  matter.  He  approved  of  the  abolition  of  tests  to  a  large 
extent,  but  there  were  extreme  cases.  And  because  they  had  to  face  an  extreme  case 
which  was  very  obnoxious  to  the  great  body  of  the  people,  even  to  a  great  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  notwithstanding  its  Liberal  tendency,  he  did  not  think 
that  they  should  acquiesce  in  special  legislation.  He  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
the  House  of  Commons  on  the  constitutional  question,  and  he  did  not  see  that  they 
were  doing  so  when  simply  asking  for  no  change  of  legislation. 

Mr.  M'MICKINO  (elder),  Helensburgh,  said  that  some  of  them  did  not  quite 
see  their  way  to  support  Dr.  lUiny's  motion,  as  they  did  not  think  it  properly 
followed  upon  the  statement  he  had  made.  There  were  also  serious  objections  to 
Dr.  Begg's  motion.  They  all  deplored  infidelity,  as  it  prevailed  among  high  and 
low  in  the  land,  but  they  had  great  reason  to  thank  Ood  that  the  Legislature  of  the 
country  and  the  present  Government  was  largely  Christian  in  the  only  sense  in 
which  a  Legislature  could  be  Christian  at  all — having  a  large  number  of  men  of 
personal  piety,  true  believers,  as  far  as  men  could  judge.  Dr.  Begg's  motion  was 
quite  inadequate.  It  singled  out  one  particular  form  of  ungodliness  and  infidelity, 
and  testified  against  that,  thereby,  by  implication,  saying  that  they  were  quite 
prepared  to  swallow  all  the  others.  (A  voice,  "  No,  no/')  In  the  judgment  of  some 
of  them  another  objection  was  that  it  was  fitted  to  embarrass  the  present  Govern, 
ment  in  a  time  of  difiicolty,  and  in*  dealing  with  difficult  questions.  There  was  no 
blinking  the  fact  that  it  had  been  made  a  party  question  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  the  Assembly  should  not  side  with  either  party.  He  concluded  by  moving  that 
the  Assembly  pass  from  the  consideration  of  the  overture. 

Mr.  M'KEAN  (elder),  Paisley,  seconded  Mr.  M'Micking's  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  Tarland,  did  not  think  the  question  of  embarrassing  the  Govern- 
ment should  weigh  with  them  in  a  matter  in  which  they  were  doing  wrong.  As  to 
the  composition  of  the  Legislature,  it  was  quite  possible  that  an  atheist  might  step 
into  the  House  of  Commons  if  he  said  nothing  about  his  religious  views,  but  that 
was  a  matter  which  they  could  not  help.  If,  however,  it  was  contemplated  that  they 
shonld  publicly  authorise  him  to  do  so,  then  the  question  was  a  totally  different  one. 
It  was  true  that  there  were  many  in  Parliament  who  were  objectionable.  He 
had  no  objection  to  pass  a  law  to  exclude  all  gamblers,  profane  and  immoral  men ; 
but  as  there  was  no  law  against  them,  and  they  could  go  in  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility,^tbey  had  no  public  responsibility  either  as  citizens,  or  as  a  Church,  in  con- 
nection with  that  matter.  It  had  been  said  that  by  refusing  to  admit  atheists  they 
woald  tacitly  approve  of  the  admission  of  all  others.  But  this  was  the  question  now 
before  the  country.  It  would  be  time  enough  to  take  up  other  cases  if  Parliament 
went  on  to  legislate  regarding  them.  This  was  a  question  on  which  the  Assembly 
should  give  a  decided  and  unmistakable  expression  of  opinion.  They  were  not 
called  upon  to  discuss  the  existing  legislation,  or  how  the  House  of  Commons  ought 
to  deal  with  Mr.  Bradlaugh  under  it ;  but  they  had  to  say  whether  they  approved 
of  fresh  legislation  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  admitting  him. 

Mr.  WOOD,  Elie,  said  he  hailed  with  great  delight  every  proposal  to  abolish  an 
oath.  He  waa  told  by  members  of  Parliament  that  the  manner  in  which  the  oath 
in  the  House  of  Commons  was  administered  was  by  no  means  edifying;  and  he 
further  believed  that  an  oath  waa  totally  useless  for  any  good  purpose  whatever. 
Of  course  he  should  be  told  that  the  oath  served  to  keep  out  Bradlaugh ;  but  it  was 
not  the  oath  which  kept  him  out,  but  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons  who 
refused  to  allow  him  to  take  the  oath.  The  oath  did  not  keep  out  Gibbon  the  his- 
torian ;  and  the  decision  had  been  given  by  a  court  of  law  that  Bradlaugh  had  a 
l^^l  right  to  take  the  oath,  though  not  to  affirm.  (No,  no.)  Such  was  the  case, 
however  it  might  be  denied ;  bu^  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  Assembly  should 
coneem  itself  about  the  conflict  which  had  arisen  between  a  majority  of  the  House 
of  Commons  and  the  courts  of  law.  As  Dr.  Begg  appeals  to  me,  I  may  say  that 
the  eases  he  quotes  are  affirmations  and  not  oaths.    To  these  I  make  no  objection. 
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An  honest  man  will  feel  himself  bound  by  them;  and  if  I  could  not  believe  his  word 
1  would  not  believe  his  oath. 

Mr.  MACTAYISH  said — Moderator,  I  feel  very  much  vexed  that  we  shoald 
have  a  vote  on  this  subject.  This  should  not  be  treated  as  a  party  question.  I 
am  a  thorough-goiog  Liberal,  but  I  have  no  objection  how  much  the  party  id  em- 
barrassed  when  they  go  wrong  in  a  matter  of  principle.  If  the  House  of  Commons 
have  put  themselves  in  an  illegal  position  they  should  be  left  to  get  out  of  it  as 
they  best  can ;  but  I  do  not  see  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  do  so  at  the  ex- 
pense  of  the  constitution,  and  to  change  the  law  for  the  express  purpose  of  admitting 
un  avowed  atheist.  There  is,  indeed,  no  evidence  that  (as  is  alleged)  the  Commons 
have  violated  or  even  strained  the  law  on  this  point.  The  judges  have  not  (as  has 
been  just  asserted)  decided  that  Mr.  Bradlaugh  is  entitled  to  take  the  oath ;  that  is 
an  inference,  and  is  not  warranted  by  the  facts.  All  that  they  have  decided  is,  that 
he  was  not  entitled  to  take  his  seat  on  making  an  affirmation.  The  other  matter 
was  never  before  them.  And  I  call  the  attention  of  the  house  agaiu  to  the  fact,  that 
what  is  proposed  by  the  Oaths  Bill  is  to  change  the  constitution  for  the  purpose  of 
admitting  an  avowed  atheist  into  Parliament.  And  I  support  the  motion  of  Dr. 
Begg,  regretting  exceedingly  that  we  should  have  a  division  on  such  a  matter. 

Mr.  Blacklock,  lona ;  Sir.  M'Caskell,  Oreenock ;  Mr.  Cowan,  Troon;  and  Mr. 
Macaulay,  Irvine,  also  addressed  the  house. 

Mr.  HENDEKSON,  Crieff,  suggested  that  it  would  remove  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  if  Dr.  Begg's  motion  were  to  read— 

"  That  the  General  Assembly  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  against  any 
alteration  in  the  existing  constitution  of  the  country,  with  the  view  of  facilitating 
the  admission  of  avowed  atheists  to  sit  as  members  of  the  Legislature." 

Professor  BRUCE  expressed  approval  of  the  admirable  statement  of  Dr.  Eainy, 
and  also  with  what  fell  from  Mr.  Wood. 

Dr.  BEQQ  avowed  his  willingness  to  adopt  the  change  on  his  motion  suggested  / 
by  Mr.  Henderson. 

Mr.  MACAULAY,  Edinburgh,  expressed  regret  that  there  was  not  unanimity 
on  a  matter  of  this  kind  in  the  Free  Assembly. 

Mr.  A.  O.  JOHNSTON,  Glasgow,  said  that  the  bill  was  simply  one  to  allow 
members  of  Parliament  to  choose  between  taking  an  oath  and  an  affirmation.  The 
oath  as  it  stood  was  perfectly  useless.  It  did  not  keep  one  man  out  of  the 
House  whom  the  Assembly  wanted  to  keep  ouU  In  some  q^es,  the  taking  of  the 
oath  was  merely  a  farce  and  a  sham.  He  thought  the  question  should  altogether 
be  decided  as  a  great  public  question  in  the  interest  of  honesty,  morality,  and 
truth. 

Dr.  T.  A.  G.  BALFOUR  (elder),  Edinburgh,  said— Moderator,  after  the  sUte- 
ment  which  has  been  made  and  reiterated  regarding  the  marked  difTerence  between 
the  grave  reapousibility  resting  solely  on  the  individual  who  dares  to  take  the  oath 
in  a  profane  way,  and  that  which  would  lie  on  our  consciences  if  we  gave  him  any 
opportunity  of  doing  so,  I  am  astonished  to  find  this  distinction  entirely  overlooked 
by  the  young  minister  from  Glasgow  who  has  just  spoken.  We  must  have  come  to 
a  sad  pass  in  this  Assembly  if  we  do  not  uphold  the  authority  of  God,  and  do  not 
express  our  belief  in  the  awfully  solemn  responsibility  which  a  person  incurs  in 
taking  an  oath.  I  have  been  grieved  beyond  measure  by  the  light  and  almost 
frivolous  manner  in  which  this  very  grave  subject  has  been  treated  by  some  of  the 
speakers,  and  against  such  language  I  most  solemnly  protest.  An  oath,  sir,  can 
never  be  changed  into  a  mere  declaration  of  allegiance  to  an  earthly  sovereign,  as 
Principal  Rainy  has  asserted.  It  is  something  very  different  indeed.  It  is  a  con* 
fession  of  the  utter  inability  of  any  human  agency  to  know  the  secrets  of  the  heart, 
and  hence  is  a  direct  appeal  to  the  omniscient  Jehovah  to  witness  to  the  truthfulness 
of  the  declaration.  It  is  also  an  acknowledgment  of  the  inadequacy  of  all  human 
considerations  to  act  as  deterrents  against  falsehood ;  and  hence  it  brings  vividly 
before  the  mind  of  the  person  taking  it  the  tremendous  issues  connected  with  it  at 
the  judgment  of  the  great  day.  Surely,  sir,  such  a  consideration  may  well  make 
every  one  fear  an  oath,  and  regard  it  as  something  unspeakably  awful  in  any  one 
who  would  dare  to  treat  it  as  **  a  farce  "  or  ''  a  sham."  The  whole  argument  on  the 
otJ^er  side  has  proceeded  on  the  ground  of  the  abuse  of  an  oath.  I  should  lament 
exceedingly  if  it  were  true  that  in  the  House  of  Commons  there  is  any  haate  or 
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irreTerence  in  the  udminlstratioii  of  the  oath ;  and,  in  tbat  case,  I  should  strongly 
urge  this  house  to  petition  against  such  a  course,  and  to  plead  that  a  daty  of  such 
magnitude  and  solemnity  should  be  discharged  amid  profound  silence,  and  in  such 
a  way  as  its  very  sacred  nature  demands.  But,  sir,  to  argue  against  anything  merely 
from  its  abuse,  would  justify  us  in  opposing  every  institution  of  our  country,  for  there 
is  not  one  in  which  there  has  not  been  some  abuse.  It  would  lead  us  to  object  to 
oaths  in  civil  and  criminal  courts,  for  in  the  records  of  these  courts  we  have  some 
examples  of  peijury. 

Principal  Rainy  said  that  he  would  not  break  his  heart  if  Mr.  Bradlaugh  were 
kept  out  of  Parliament;  T  should  have  been  better  pleased,  sir,  if  he  bad  said  that 
it  would  break  his  heart  if  Mr.  Bradlaugh  got  into  Parliaments  Such  language 
would,  in  my  opinion,  have  been  much  more  befitting  the  Principal  of  our  college. 

I  never  for  a  moment  doubted  that  Dr.  Begg*s  motion  wonld  have  been  carried 
nnanimouflly,  and  I  certainly  had  no  inteotion  of  speaking  on  the  subject;  but  some 
of  Uie  views  which  have  been  enunciated  have  so  shocked  me,  that  I  have  found  it 
impossible  for  me  to  remain  silent  without  compromising  truth  ;  for  in  the  Assembly 
of  our  Free  Church  I  never  expected  to  have  heard  such  sentiments  as  I  have  lis- 
tened to  to-day. 

Principal  RAINT,  by  way  of  explanation,  said  Dr.  Begg*s  motion  assumed  that 
the  existing  constitution  of  the  country  did  not  allow  an  atheist  to  sit  as  a  member 
of  the  Legislature,  whereas  his  own  belief  was  that  it  did  allow  him  if  he  only 
sn-allowed  a  certain  oath.  He  regarded  the  Oaths  Bill  as  intended  to  remove  the 
indecency  of  his  doing  that. 

Dr.  BEQG,  in  reply,  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  distinction  which  Dr.  Bainy 
had  just  drawn  did  not  in  the  least  bring  them  nearer  to  the  point.  It  was  quite 
certain  that  prefacing  the  taking  of  the  oath  by  a  statement  that  the  man  does  not 
believe  in  the  existence  of  a  Divine  Being  at  all,  was  a  very  different  matter  from 
taking  it  simply,  and  from  now  being  allowed  to  take  the  oath  notwithstanding  such 
an  avowal  by  a  fresh  Act  of  Parliament;  and  why  should  our  Church  not  protest 
against  that?  It  was  perfectly  well  known  tbat  if  a  person  in  a  court  of  law  were 
to  preface  his  proposal  to  be  sworn  by  a  statement  that  he  had  no  belief  in  a  Divine 
Being,  his  oath  would  not  be  taken.  It  was  impossible  to  make  a  political  question 
of  it.  It  was  a  religions  question,  and  a  religious  question  of  the  most  important 
kind.  No  doubt  it  had  been  said  that  oaths  were  of  no  advantage,  but  he  would  like 
3ir.  Wood  to  consider  whether  he  was  prepared  to  abolish  all  oaths  in  civil  courts, 
and  to  abolish  the  solemn  statements  made  by  ministers  in  entering  upon  their 
ofSces. 

Mr.  WOOD— I  am. 

Dr.  B£6G— Mr.  Wood  says  he  ia  prepared  to  abolbh  all  obligations  taken  by 
ministers  and  elders  upon  entering  office. 

Mr.  WOOD — What  I  say  is  this— If  a  man  is  an  honest  man,  I  would  take  his 
word  ;  but  if  I  did  not  believe  his  word,  I  would  not  believe  his  oath. 

Dr.  BEGG  then  said — It  was  quite  clear  that  that  meant  the  abolition  of  oaths 
in  all  circumstances,  and  it  proved  the  extremes  to  which  men  were  driven  by  taking 
up  erroneons  positions.  Of  course,  if  they  were  to  believe  a  man's  simple  statement, 
then  oaths  and  obligations  of  all  kinds  were  unnecessary,  and  should  be  abolished. 
Was  the  General  Assembly  prepared  to  confirm  such  a  doctrine  as  thati  Certainly 
not  The  Scripture  says,  **An  oath  for  confirmation  is  an  end  of  strife."  He 
regretted  that  they  were  to  divide  upon  the  subject,  but  it  was  a  solemn  question  for 
every  minister  in  the  Assembly.  He  did  not  wish  to  make  any  personal  question 
abont  it,  but  he  thought  tbey  were  bound  as  ministers  and  elders  of  the  Free  Church 
to  stand  up  for  the  truth  of  God,  and  to  stand  up  for  the  duty  of  the  nation  to 
acknowledge  God.  When  they  ceased  to  do  that,  they  might  antieipate  very  serious 
results  indeed.  Dr.  Begg  then  altered  his  motion  to  read  as  follows : — "  That  the 
Assembly  petition  both  Houses  of  Parliament  against  any  alteration  in  the  existing 
constitution  of  the  country,  with  the  view  of  facilitating  the  admission  of  atheists 
to  sit  as  members  of  the  Legislature." 

A  division  was  then  taken  between  the  motion  proposed  by  Dr.  Rainy  and  that 
submitted  by  Mr.  M'Mieking,  when  the  former  was  carried  by  a  large  majority,  only 
three  members  supporting  the  latter.  On  a  final  division.  Dr.  Begg's  motion  was 
carried,  as  against  Dr.  R&iny's,  by  a  majority  of  98  rotes  to  82. 
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ASSEMBLY  ASBAXOEHEITtS. 

The  following  overtnrcs,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Assembly  ArrangemenU 
Committee,  were  sent  down  to  Presbyteries  for  their  opinion  : — 

"The  General  Assembly,  with  consent  of  a  majority  of  Presbyteriegy  enact  and 
ordain  that  after  the  third  particular  of  Section  II.,  Act  XI.,  1860,  the  following 
particular  be  added  :  4.  Students  shall  be  examined  by  the  same  Presbytery 
throughout  the  whole  course  of  their  attendance  at  the  Divinity  Hall,  or  be 
regularly  transferred  from  one  Presbytery  to  another;  and  no  Presbytery  shall 
examine  any  student  with  a  view  to  his  entering  the  Divinity  Hall  for  any  session, 
unless  he  produce  an  extract  minnte  of  the  Presbytery  by  which  he  was  last 
examined,  certifying  that  that  Presbytery  waa  satisfied  with  his  previous  exa- 
mination." 

"  The  General  Assembly,  with  consent  of  a  m^ority  of  Presbyteries,  enact  and 
ordain  that  instead  of  ten  days  inducicct  as  in  times  past,  Presbyteries  shall  be 
allowed  to  meet  for  any  purpose  connected  with  the  calling  and  settlement  of 
ministers,  after  seven  clear  days  have  passed  from  the  Sabbath  on  which  intimation 
of  such  a  meeting  is  made  to  a  congregation." 

"  The  General  Assembly,  with  consent  of  a  majority  of  Presbyteries,  enact  and 
ordain  that  in  the  procedure  in  calls  from  one  Presbytery  to  another,  the  commis- 
sioners from  the  Presbytery  and  congregation  calling  shall  be  received  and  heard 
only  at  one  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  to  which  the  minister  called  belongs. 
Further,  that  in  the  event  of  no  ordinary  meeting  of  a  Presbytery  being  held  within 
three  weeks  of  the  time  when  the  clerk  receives  official  intimation  that  a  call  to  one 
of  its  members  has  been  sustained  by  another  Presbytery,  he,  along  with  the 
Moderator,  shall  be  empowered  to  send  intimation  of  the  call  to  the  minister's 
congregation,  and  to  summon  them  and  all  parties  to  the  next  ordinary  meeting, 
that  the  call  may  be  disposed  of  then.' 


♦f 


LETTEB  TO  TBI  IBISH  PBESBTTEBIAN  OHUBOH. 

A  letter,  prepared  by  Dr.  Elder,  to  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church,  was  approved 
of.  It  expressed  the  pleasure  of  the  Assembly  with  the  visits  of  the  deputies,  and 
tendered  the  Irish  Church  their  hearty  greetings. 

THE  ABDKAHURCHAN  CASE. 

Mr.  STUAHT  GRAY  (elder)  gave  in  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to 
reduce  the  debt  on  Ardnamurchan  Church  and  manse.  The  debt  two  years  ago 
amounted,  he  said,  to  upwards  of  £1146,  and  the  combined  efforts  of  the  committee 
and  congregation  had  now  reduced  it  to  about  £600.  Mr.  Ross,  Tobermory,  expressed, 
on  behalf  of  the  minister  and  congregation,  their  sense  of  obligation  to  the  committee; 
and  after  some  remarks  from  various  gentlemen,  the  committee  was  reappointed  to 
endeavour,  by  means  of  a  bazaar  or  otherwise,  to  liquidate  the  remaining  debt 

TXNANOE. 

Mr.  WILLIA^I  WOOD,  C.A.,  submitted  the  Report  of  the  Finance  Committee 
(Appendix  XXX.) 

Dr.  ADAM  thought  it  was  a  matter  of  regret  that  there  should  be  any  falling  off 
in  their  collections,  and  trusted  that,  owing  to  the  reviving  trade  and  due  attention 
to  the  subject,  they  would  see  their  collections  improving,  and  advandng  along  with 
the  other  funds  of  the  Church.    (Applause.) 

The  report  was  then  approved  of. 

TBE  BEVCSED  EDITIOir  OF  THE  KBW  TESTAXIMT. 

Professor  S ALMOND  proposed  for  the  sdoption  of  the  Assembly  a  resolution 
regarding  the  revised  edition  of  the  New  Testament  In  doing  so  he  said — ^Mode* 
rator,  it  will  be  in  the  recoUecLion  of  the  house  that  on  the  opening  day  of  this 
Assembly  copies  of  the  Revision  Committee's  New  Testament  were  laid  upon  the 
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table.  Fonnal  acknowledgment  of  the  presentation,  howerer,  was  deferred  till  a 
more  aaitable  opportunity  should  be  found.  It  is  matter  of  regret  that,  in  the 
pressure  of  business,  no  more  conyenient  occasion  has  appeared  than  the  present. 
It  ia  proposed  now,  howeyer,  to  recognise  the  importance  of  the  eyent  by  the  resolu- 
tion which  I  shall  conclude  with.  It  is  intended  to  ask  the  house  to  conyey  its 
thanks  to  the  Uniyersltiea  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  for  their  gift.  Along  with  this, 
it  ia  felt  that  we  agree  also  to  express  our  gratitude  to  God  for  the  completion,  so 
far,  of  an  enterprise  of  such  importance,  and  likely  to  exercise  so  great  an  influence. 
It  ia  further  suggested  that  the  house  cannot  do  less  than  commend  in  general,  but 
yery  hearty  terms,  this  reyised  yersion  to  the  attention  of  their  ministers  and  people. 
That  is,  in  brief,  the  meaning  of  the  motion  which  I  shall  presently  read.  At  this 
adyanced  period,  and  with  so  much  business  yet  in  band,  it  is  out  of  the  question, 
Moderator,  for  me  to  speak  at  any  length  on  this  most  interesting  subject.  It  will 
be  obseryed,  howeyer,  that  it  is  not  proposed  to  commit  this  house  to  any  opinion 
on  the  merits  of  the  rerision.  It  would  be  premature  to  do  so.  What  future  may 
be  before  the  book  we  are  not  yet  in  a  position  to  anticipate.  It  will  haye  to  fight 
its  own  way.  It  does  not  come  to  us  with  adyentitioos  authority  of  any  kind.  It 
will  haye  to  run  the  same  course  as  was  run  by  King  James's  yersion.  It  has  to 
enter  into  competition  with  its  predecessor,  just  as  that  predecessor  had  to  compete 
with  the  Bishop's  Bible,  which  was  then  more  than  any  other  the  Bible  of  the  Court, 
and  with  the  Geneyan,  which  was  then  particularly  the  Bible  of  the  middle  classes. 
If  this  new  rerision,  therefore,  succeeds  in  taking  the  place  held  so  long  and  so 
deaeryedly  by  the  present  Authorised  Yersion,  it  will  only  be  in  yirtne  of  its  gradually 
asserting  its  own  intrinsic  superiority.  This  l>eing  the  case,  the  best  thing  to  befall 
it  is  to  haye  it  at  once  made  the  subject  of  close  and  searching  study,  and  to  haye 
the  keen  eye  of  eritieism  turned  widely  upon  it  Time  only  will  show  us  whether  it 
is  to  be  what  many  confidently  expect  it  to  be,  or  whether  it  is  to  pass  into  the 
considerable  list  of  failures.  And  this  will  become  apparent  only  after  its  merits 
and  defects  haye  been  carefully  and  continuously  inyestlgated,  and  when  it  has 
worked  its  way  into  the  judgment,  whether  fayourable  or  unfayourable,  of  the  public 
generally. 

The  intention  of  the  resolution,  therefore,  is  simply  to  put  this  reyision  fairly 
before  our  ministers  and  people,  in  the  hope  that  they  may  thoroughly  acquaint 
themselyea  with  It,  and  use  it  studiously  and  prayerfully,  so  that  any  yerdict  which 
may  eome  to  be  passed  upon  it  in  the  course  of  time  may  be  a  yerdict  carrying  with 
it  the  sympathy  of  the  great  mass  of  our  Christian  people.  Moderator,  I  am  con- 
scions  Uiat  it  would  not  be  right  to  commit  a  single  member  of  this  house  to  any 
judgment  upon  the  merits  of  the  book  at  so  early  a  period  after  its  publication. 
But  you  will  perhaps  permit  me,  sir,  to  express  in  a  single  sentence  how  it  presents 
itself  to  me.  1  would  say  for  myself,  and  of  course  only  proyisionally,  that  the  new 
rerision  will  in  all  probability  be  admitted  by  and  by  to  be  in  many  respects  a 
decided  improyement  on  the  Authorised  Yersion,  which  has  stood  its  ground  so  long 
and  80  jnatly.  I  am  disposed,  howeyer,  to  draw  a  distinction  between  what  it  giyea 
08  in  the  way  of  new  readings  and  what  it  giyes  in  the  way  of  new  renderings. 

In  the  matter  of  the  text  adopted  and  the  new  readings  introduced,  it  will  be 
found,  I  belieye,  to  secure  general  approbation.  When  carefully  and  candidly  exa- 
mined, it  will  be  admitted,  I  think,  to  haye  pursued  a  course  of  marked  caution  in 
this  respect^  and  will  soon  yindicate  the  soundness  of  its  principles  and  the  trust- 
worthiness of  most  of  its  results.  There  is  room  for  greater  difference  of  opinion, 
howeyer,  as  regards  its  procedure  In  the  matter  of  new  renderings.  It  is  yeiy  open 
to  qneation  whether,  as  regards  many  of  the  changes  which  it  has  carried  through  in 
transUtion,  especially  in  yery  familiar  passages,  it  has  exhibited  such  consideration 
and  self-restraint  and  poetic  feeling  as  distinguished  King  James'  rerisers,  and 
rightly  won  for  the  result  of  their  labours  so  deep  and  hallowed  a  place  in  the  mind 
of  the  English  race.  We  may  expect  much  diyersity  of  opinion  as  to  a  multitude  of 
points  belonging  to  this  head.  But,  with  all  abatements,  it  will  be  strange  and  dis- 
appointing if  it  is  not  acknowledged  to  haye  corrected  many  of  the  deficiencies  in 
King  James's  yersion-— deficiencies  due  in  large  part  to  the  circumstances  of  the  time, 
it  is  true,  but  whieh  neyertheless  haye  long  been  felt  to  take  something  from  the 
value  of  a  yersion  which,  in  intrinsic  excellence  and  yerbal  felicity,  stands  almost 
nniqn«  among  yenlons. 
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The  ultimate  reception,  however,  which  this  reviBion  is  destined  to  meet  mnst 
depend  on  a  great  variety  of  coDsiderations  in  which  the  Christian  public  will  rightlj 
be  slow  to  mature  its  judgment.  Meanwhile  we  cannot  be  wrong  in  looking  with 
satisfaction  upon  oertain  characteristics  which  may  be  said  to  be  not  onlj  of  great 
interest  in  themselTes,  but  somewhat  peculiar  to  this  revision.  I  might  notice,  for 
example,  the  catholicity  of  the  work.  It  is  the  production  not  of  any  single  church, 
not  even,  as  in  former  cases,  of  the  great  Episcopal  Church  of  England,  but  of  manj 
Churches,  who  have  laboured  together  with  one  spirit  in  a  holy  enterprise  eqnallj 
interesting  to  all.  It  comes  to  us,  too,  as  the  work  not  of  a  single  nation,  but  of 
two  great  nations,  who  have  joined  hands  in  it  over  the  Atlantic.  I  might  notice 
also  the  many  securities  which  have  been  provided  against  the  introduction  of  rash 
innovations,  and  against  the  assertion  of  private  opinions,  denominational  views, 
and  sectarian  prejudices.  Not  to  mention  due  safeguards  against  unhappy  con- 
tingencies of  this  kind,  it  is  enough  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  this  reviaion  diiFen 
from  King  James's  in  one  most  important  respect,  namely,  that  every  verse  of  it 
comes  to  the  Churches  with  the  imprimatur  of  the  whole  body  of  revisers,  the  work 
not  having  been  partitioned  out,  as  was  the  case  with  the  version  of  1611,  among 
different  sections  of  the  committee,  each  of  which  was  responsible  only  for  so  much, 
but  every  sentence  of  ii  being  considered  and  reconsidered  by  the  entire  nnmber. 
IS^either  is  it  out  of  place  to  remark  upon  the  assuring  measure  of  agreement  which 
has  been  made  manifest  between  the  two  great  bands  of  revisers — the  English  and 
the  American. 

No  doubt  there  is  an  appendix,  in  which  we  find  a  chronicle  of  a  number  of  matters 
in  which  the  judgment  of  the  one  board  differs  from  that  of  the  other.  We  can 
scarcely  help  regretting  that  we  have  any  appendix  of  this  kind,  and  that  onr 
American  brethren  have  felt  it  necessary  in  this  way  to  secure  a  record  for  decisions 
which  they  would  have  embodied  in  the  text  if  the  way  had  been  open  to  them. 
But  after  all  this  does  not  carry  us  very  far.  The  points  of  difference  are  exceed- 
ingly few  in  comparison  with  the  general  and  pervading  agreement,  and  it  ia  not 
the  least  pleasing  feature  of  this  revision  that  so  large  a  measure  of  harmony 
attends  the  results  arrived  at  in  England  and  across  the  Atlantic.  We  may  well 
welcome  the  work  of  the  revisers,  therefore,  as  the  product  of  the  most  competent 
Bcholarship  of  two  great  countries,  and  as  the  slow  result  of  the  most  anxious  and 
careful  deliberation.  It  deserves  to  have  a  kindly  and  appreciative  reception,  how- 
ever lis  ultimate  destiny  may  be  decided.  Another  object  of  my  motion  Is  to  get 
it  brought  under  the  cordial  regard,  the  studious  consideration,  and  the  prayerful 
interest  of  the  ministers  and  people  of  our  Church,  believing  that  nothing  but  good, 
and  immense  good,  can  come  from  the  fresh  impetus  which  it  is  fitted  to  give  to  the 
systematic  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  the  new  insight  which  we  believe  it  will 
offer  unto  many  of  the  deep  things  of  "  the  more  sure  word  of  prophecy."  The 
resolution,  the  general  intention  of  which  I  have  briefly  endeavoured  to  explain,  and 
which  I  beg  now  to  move,  ia  in  the  following  terms  : — 

"  The  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  having  in  view  the 
circumstances  reported  by  their  clerks,  that  the  Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cam- 
bridge, OS  vested  in  the  copyright,  have  presented  to  the  Assembly  copies  of  the 
New  Testament,  revised  by  the  Committee  of  Revision,  which  has  laboured  in  their 
work  for  many  years  at  Westminster,  record  their  hearty  thanks  to  the  Universities 
for  their  valued  gift,  and  direct  the  clerks  to  make  the  resolution  known  in  the 
proper  quarters.  And  the  General  Assembly,  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance 
of  the  completion  of  this  work  as  an  event  likely  to  excite  a  great  and  durable  inflo* 
ence  on  those  who  read  the  English  Bible  throughout  the  world,  think  fit  specially 
to  recommend  the  revised  translation  to  the  attention  and  examination  of  their 
ministers  and  office-bearers,  both  that  they  may  duly  judge  of  the  character  of  the  work 
which,  after  so  long  labour,  has  now  been  completed,  and  also  that  in  aueh  ways  as 
appear  to  be  wise  and  edifying  they  may  draw  the  attention  of  their  people  to  it, 
and  guide  them  in  regard  to  it.  Further,  considering  that  the  work  is  fitted  to 
awaken  fresh  interest  in  all  questions  affecting  the  true  sense  of  Holy  Scripture,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  understood  and  used,  the  General  Assembly  exhort 
their  faithful  people  to  join  in  earnest  prayer  that  in  connection  with  this  effort  to 
throw  fresh  light  on  the  sense  of  Scripture,  and  to  diffuse  the  results  of  learned 
study  of  the  originals  more  widely  among  English  readers,  the  special  blessing  of 
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God  may  be  giren ;  that  so  the  Word  of  Qod  dwelling  plentifQlly  in  them  all, 
they  may  worship  Him  in  an  acceptable  manner,  and  through  patience  and  comfort 
and  the  Seriptnres  may  have  hope." 

Mr.M'BWAN,  Edinburgh,  thought  as  they  had  not  yet  had  time  to  examine  this 
rsTised  edition,  they  oagbt  not  to  commit  their  ministers  to  recommending  it  to  the 
perusal  of  their  people.  This  was  a  very  grave  matter,  and  the  members  of  Assembly 
had  not  yet  had  time  fully  to  consider  the  merits  of  this  important  work.  Such 
time  shonld  be  given  before  the  Church  should  in  any  way  commit  herself  to  approval 
or  otherwise. 

Principal  RAINY  said  they  had  been  very  careful  in  the  wording  of  the  reso- 
latioB.  It  recommended  the  subject  to  their  ministers  and  office-bearers,  in  order 
that  they  might  judge  in  regard  to  the  work,  and  as  far  as  they  might  think  wise  to 
direct  the  attention  of  their  people  to  it. 

The  motion  was  adopted. 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  COLLEAGUES  AND  SUCCESSOBS. 

Mr.  B.  WATERSTON,  Dundee,  gave  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Appli- 
cations for  Colleagues  and  Successors.    The  Assembly  resolved  as  follows : — 

In  the  case  of  John  Thomson,  D.D.,  St.  George's,  Paisley,  who  is  seventy-two 
years  of  age,  and  has  been  forty-seven  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a 
colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund  with  that  view 
— the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  considering  that  Dr.  Thomson  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
unable  folly  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and 
sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague  on  the  following  terms,  viz. : — Senior  colleague, 
£60  from  the  Snstentatlon  Fund;  £80  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund ; 
interest  of  Harvey  Beqnest,  £40;  congregational  supplement,  £160;  one-half  of  the 
Sostentation  Fund  surplus,  £10;  and  the  manse,  junior  colleague,  balance  of  Sua- 
tentation  Fund,  at  present  £100;  half  of  Sostentation  Fund  surplus;  and  congre- 
gational anpplement  to  make  np  a  minimum  stipend  of  £800. 

In  the  case  of  David  Cooper,  D.D.,  Burntisland,  who  is  seventy-one  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  forty-seven  years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Miniaters'  Fond,  to  aid  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  unordained  assistant, 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
eonsidering  that  Dr.  Cooper  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  allow  a  grant 
of  £50  from  that  fund. 

In  the  ease  of  John  M'Dermid,  Renwick  Church,  Glasgow,  who  is  seventy-one 
yean  of  age,  and  has  been  forty-six  years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grunt  from  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fond,  to  aid  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  unordained 
assistant,  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence 
of  parties,  considering  that  Mr.  M'Dermid  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
unable  folly  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministiy,  accede  to  the  application,  and 
allow  a  grant  of  £50  from  that  fund. 

In  the  case  of  David  Scott  Fergnsson,  Strachan,  who  is  seventy-two  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  forty-five  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and 
for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund  with  that  view — the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Fergusson  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a 
colleague  on  the  following  terms,  his  present  grant  from  said  fund  to  cease,  viz. : — 
Senior  eoUeagoe  to  have  £60  from  Sostentation  Fund,  £80  from  Aged  and  Infirm 
Ministers'  Fond,  and  grant  from  Pre-Dismption  Ministers'  Fund.  Junior  colleague 
to  have  balance  of  Sostentation  Fund,  at  present  £100,  share  of  the  surplus  Susten- 
tation  Fund,  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  James  M'Clymont,  Denholm,  who  is  seventy-one  years  of  age,  and 
hat  been  forty-three  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and 
for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view — the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  M'Clymont  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  folly  to  dis- 
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charge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling 
of  a  colleague  on  the  following  terms,  his  present  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm 
Ministers*  Fund  to  cease,  viz.: — Senior  colleague  to  have £60  from  Sustentation  Fmkd« 
and  £70  from  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund.  Junior  colleague  to  have  balance 
of  Sustentation  Fund,  at  present  £100 ;  share  of  the  Sorplus  Fand,  if  any,  and 
the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  Donald  Fergnsson,  Leyen,  who  ia  aeventy  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  forty-three  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a 
grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  riew — the  Gkneral 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Fergusson  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling 
of  a  colleague  on  the  following  terms,  viz.: — ^Senior  colleague  to  have  £60  from  the 
Sustentation  Fund;  £70  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund;  grant  fh>m 
Pre-Disruption  Ministers*  Fund ;  £80  of  congregational  supplement,  and  the  numse. 
Junior  colleague  to  have  balance  of  Sustentation  Fond,  at  present  £100 ;  share  of 
the  surplus  Sustentation  Fund,  if  any ;  and  congregational  supplement,  to  make  op 
a  minimum  stipend  of  £200. 

In  the  case  of  William  Bossborongh,  East  Campbell  Street^  Glasgow,  who  is 
sixty-seyen  years  of  age,  and  ha*  been  fonrty-four  years  a  minister,  applying  for 
leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund 
with  that  view — the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with 
acquiescence  of  parties,  considering  that  Mr.  Rossborough  is  certified  to  be,  from  age 
and  infirmity,  nnable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the 
application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague  on  the  following  terms,  viz.  >— 
Senior  colleague  to  have  £60  from  Sustentation  Fund ;  £70  from  Aged  and  Infirm 
Ministers*  Fund;  and  congregational  supplement  of  £55.  Junior  colleague  to  have 
balance  of  Sustentation  Fund,  at  present  £100 ;  share  of  the  Surplus  Sustentation 
Fund,  if  any ;  and  congregational  supplement  to  make  up  stipend  to  £200.  There 
is  no  manse. 

In  the  case  of  John  Longmuir,  LUD.,  Mariners'  Church,  Aberdeen,  who  ii 
seventy-seven  years  of  age,  and  has  been  forty  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave 
to  call  a  colieagne,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fond 
with  that  view*— the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with 
acquiescence  of  parties,  considering  that  I>r.  Longmuir  is  certified  to  be,  from  age 
and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  aeoede  to  the 
application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  colleague  on  the  following  terms,  the  pre* 
sent  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  to  cease,  viz. : — Senior  col- 
league to  have  £60  from  Sustentation  Fond ;  £70  from  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers' 
Fund ;  and  grant  from  Pre-Disrnption  Ministers'  Fund.  Junior  colleague  to  hafe 
balance  of  Sustentation  Fund,  at  prosent  £100 ;  sharo  of  the  Surplus  SostentatioB 
Fund,  if  any ;  and  congregational  supplement,  to  make  up  a  stipend  of  £170.  There 
is  no  manse.  It  being  understood  that  Mariners*  Choroh  shall  henceforth  be  a 
Territorial  Mission  Charge ;  and  the  Assembly  romit  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen 
to  assign  to  it  a  district  for  mission  operations. 

When  the  committee's  roport  on  Mariners'  Churoh,  Aberdeen,  came  up,  which 
was  in  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen, 

Dr.  WILSON,  as  secrotary  of  the  Committee  of  the  £qu^  Dividend  Platform, 
stated  that  thia  case  had  been  considered  by  the  committee,  and  begged  to  roport 
that,  in  their  opinion,  it  ia  inexpedient  to  continue  it  as  a  ministerial  chaiige. 

Professor  S ALMOND  said  that  Dr.  Longmuir  had  long  occupied  a  unique  place 
among  the  ministers  of  Aberdeen.  He  bad  laboured  for  a  long  period  against  great 
difficulties,  and  had  done  much  good  work ;  and,  on  his  rotirement  from  the  mora 
active  duties  of  the  pastorate,  nothing  could  have  been  mora  pleasant  than  the 
expressions  of  heartfelt  obligations  on  the  part  of  his  congregation  for  liia  life-long 
services.  Thero  was  not  a  congregation  more  loyal  to  the  prindplea  of  the  Free 
Churoh,  and  there  was  ample  scope  for  a  congregation  in  the  locality  with  a  young 
and  energetic  minister,  and  it  would  groatly  hamper  the  Church  to  have  it  reduced. 
The  matter  had  been  carefully  considered,  and  the  arrangement  made  with  the 
concurrence  of  all  parties,  and  he  moved,  therefore^  that  the  finding  of  the  Pres- 
bytery be  adopted* 
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Mr.  HENDERSON,  Devanlia,  spoke  of  the  energy  and  snecess  of  Dr.  LongmniT^s 
labours,  and  referred  to  tbe  fact  that  a  church  in  connection  with  the  Establishment 
had  recently  been  opened  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Mariners',  and  that  it  waa 
most  nnadviaable  to  suppress  one  of  their  churches  in  that  locality.  He  considered, 
moreover,  thai  tliis  was  not  the  proper  time  to  make  such  a  proposal.  The  com- 
mittee on  the  platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend  had  resolved  to  lay  their  objections 
before  the  Committee  on  Colleagues  and  Successors,  which  they  had  not  done ;  and, 
therefore,  he  considered  that  they  had  lost  their  opportunity.  He  accordingly 
supported  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Colleagues  in  this 
ease. 

Mr.  FERGUSSON,  Ellon,  referred  to  Dr.  Longmuir's  eminence  both  in  literature 
and  science,  and  his  assiduous  labours  as  a  minister,  and  contended  that  his  church 
should  continue  as  a  full  ministerial  charge. 

Dr.  WILSON  having  remarked  that  it  was  a  Mariners'  Church, 

Professor  SALMOND  said  that  Dr.  Wilson  had  overlooked  the  fact  that,  in  the 
Presbytery's  finding,  it  was  stated  that,  with  the  consent  of  all  parties,  it  was 
resolved  to  change  the  name  of  the  chnreh;  but  Dr.  Longmuir  would  speak  to 
that. 

Dr.  LONGMUIR  said  that  he  had  little  hope  when  these  arrangements  were 
being  nxade— and  for  his  kindness  in  presiding  at  meetings  of  the  session  and  con- 
gregation he  gladly  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity  of  expressing  his  thanks  to 
Professor  Salmond — of  being  able  to  address  the  Assembly ;  but  having  been  con- 
siderably  recruited  by  a  few  weeks'  sojourn  at  Bridge  of  Allan,  he  had  come  up  to 
diaehaiige  his  duty  as  a  commissioner.  Were  he  not  afraid  of  l>eing  tedious,  he 
could  wish  to  give  a  history  of  Mariners'  Church.  When  it  was  constituted  a  qiioad 
taera  chnreh,  the  bond,  with  £70  as  the  minister's  salary,  was  passed  as  a  favour, 
although  he  never  could  understand  on  whom  the  favour  was  bestowed,  and  he  was 
ordained  in  1840  to  four  bare  walls.  Now  they  had  a  large  church  free  of  debt, 
the  nucleus  of  a  fair  congregation,  and  the  promise  to  a  colleague  of  £170 — all 
eircamatanees  very  different  from  those  under  which  he  began  his  labours.  At  the 
time  of  the  Disruption  there  were  three  Mariners'  Churches  in  connection  with  the 
Free  Chnreh.  Those  at  Leith  and  Dundee  had  long  ago  changed  their  names,  no 
doubt  for  good  reasons,  and  now  they  (at  Aberdeen)  had  resolved  to  do  the  same. 
They  found  the  name  no  longer  attracted  seamen,  and  seemed  to  repel  landsmen, 
who  asked  what  they  had  to  do  with  seamen.  The  mortality  also  was  much  greater 
amongst  seamen  thui  landsmen,  and  hence  they  not  only  lost  those  who  could  con- 
tribute to  their  funds,  but  bad  a  number  of  widows  cast  upon  them,  who  were  fax 
more  naoessitont  than  helpful ;  and  to  show  the  kindly  feelings  of  former  members 
to  ibis  class,  he  might  state  that  he  had  lately  received  £2  from  Panama,  £5  from 
Australia,  and  £6  from  near  Dundee.  When  the  church  was  first  opened,  it  waa 
looked  apon  very  much  in  the  light  of  a  mission  to  seamen,  and  hence,  with  some 
honourable  exceptions,  it  had  never  received  the  support  of  masters  and  mates ; 
and  many  of  those,  as  bis  friend  Mr.  Henderson,  whose  kind  support  on  this  occasion 
he  gratefully  acknowledged,  very  well  knew,  when  they  were  appointed  to  foreign- 
going  vessels,  might  be  year  and  day  without  visiting  Aberdeen.  In  the  arrange- 
ments thai  had  been  made  he  had  renounced  every  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  con- 
gregation, that  the  allowance  to  his  successor  might  be  as  large  as  possible.  He 
believed  that  a  young  and  active  minister,  with  the  church  re-named,  and  on 
its  present  foundation,  wbuid  revive  the  congregation,  and  be  blessed  with  snecess. 

Dr.  WII^ON  suggested  that  the  church  should  be  formed  into  a  Territorial 
Mission  Charge,  and  that  the  Assembly  remit  to  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  to 
assign  ta  it  a  district  for  mission  operations. 

Professor  SALMOND  replied  that  the  Presbytery  of  Aberdeen  would  be  satisfied 
with  that  arrangement. 

In  the  ease  of  Robert  Reid,  Banchory-Teman,  who  is  sixty-nine  years  of  age,  and 
has  been  thirty-eight  years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fond  to  aid  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  unordained  assistant 
— the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  considering  that  Mr.  Reid  is  certified  to  be  unable,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  allow  a 
grant  of  £40  from  that  fund. 
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In  the  case  of  Thomas  Bain,  Coupar-AngnB,  who  is  eiziy-three  years  of  age,  and 
has  been  thirty-eight  years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers*  Fand  to  aid  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  nnonlained  assistant 
— the  Qeneral  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  aeqniescence  of 
parties,  considering  that  Mr.  Bain  is  certified  to  he,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable 
fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  allow  a 
grant  of  £40  from  that  fand. 

In  the  case  of  Eric  J.  Findlater,  Lochearnhead,  who  is  sixty*eight  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  thirtysercn.years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  to  aid  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  unordained  assistant 
—the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acqniescenee  of 
parties,  considering  that  Mr.  Findlater  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
unable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and 
allow  a  grant  of  £40  from  that  fund. 

In  the  case  of  Oeorge  Archibald,  (Jdny,  who  is  slxty-three  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  thirty-seven  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a 
grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view — the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Arcliibald  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  Infirmity,  unable  folly  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a 
colleague  on  the  following  terms,  viz.: — Senior  colleague  to  have  £60  from  Sustenta- 
tion  Fond,  and  £60  from  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fond.  Junior  colleague  to 
have  the  balance  of  Soatentation  Fund,  at  present  £100;  share  of  the  sarplos 
Sustentation  Fund,  if  any ;  such  supplement  as  the  funds  of  the  congregation  can 
afiford ;  and  the  manse. 

In  the.  case  of  AthoU  Stuart,  Blair  Atholl,  who  is  sixty-two  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  thirty-seven  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a 
grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view — the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Stuart  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  disehaige 
the  duties  of  the  ministry,  and  retires  altogether  and  is  relieved  from  the  charge  of 
the  congregation,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a  collesgae 
on  the  following  terms,  viz. : — Senior  colleague  to  have  £60  from  Sustentation  Pond, 
and  £60  from  Aged  and  infirm  Ministers'  Fand.  Junior  colleague — ^who  is  by 
agreement  to  have  the  sole  charge  of  the  congregation — balance  of  Sustentation 
Fund,  at  present  £100 ;  share  of  the  Surplus  Fund,  if  any,  and  such  congregational 
supplement  as  the  congregation  can  give.     There  is  no  manse. 

In  the  case  of  Thomas  Noble  Brydon,  Stow,  who  is  seven ty-five  years  of  age,  and 
has  been  thirty-five  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for 
a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view — the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Brydon  is  certified,  from  age  and  infirmity,  to  be  unable  fully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling  of  a 
colleague  on  the  following  terms,  viz. : — Senior  colleague  to  have  £60  from  Sustenta- 
tion Fund ;  £60  from  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  ;  and  £10  from  the  congrega- 
tion in  lieu  of  the  manse.  Junior  colleague  to  have  balance  of  Sustentation  Fond, 
at  present  £100;  share  of  the  surplus  Sustentation  Fund,  if  any;  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  Malcolm  MacRitchie,  Knock,  who  is  seventy-eight  years  of  age, 
and  hafa  been  twenty-six  years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  to  aid  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  unordained  assistant 
— the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  considering  that  Mr.  MacRitchie  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
unable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and 
allow  a  grant  of  £30  from  that  fund. 

In  the  case  of  Peter  Gibson  Miller,  Cambnsnethan,  who  is  sixty  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  twenty -six  years  a  minister,  apply  in^i:  for  leftve  to  call  a  colleague,  and 
for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view — the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  consider- 
ing  that  Mr.  Miller  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the  calling 
of  a  colleague  on  the  following  termp,  viz.: — Senior  colleague  to  have  £60  from 
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Sostentation  Fund ;  £40  from  Aged  and  Infimi  Mini&terB'  Fund;  and  tie  maDse, 
or  £80  in  lieu  thereof.  Junior  colleague  to  have  balance  of  Susteniation  Fund,  at 
present  £100;  share  of  the  surplus  Sustentation  Fund,  if  anj;  and  congregational 
supplement,  not  less  than  £20. 

In  the  case  of  Alexander  Fraser,  Coll,  who  is  sixty-one  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  twentj-stx  years  a  miuister,  for  permission  to  retire  and  for  a  graut  from  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fand  with  that  yiew — the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
report  of  iheir  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  consideriug  that  Mr.  Fraser 
is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  allow  him  to  retire  on  the  footing  of  his 
receiTing  £60  from  the  Sustentation  Fund  and  £40  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm 
Ministers'  Fund. 

In  the  esse  of  John  Hunter,  Longforgan,  who  is  fifty ^three  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  twenty-six  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague  and  suc- 
ceaaor,  and  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Mtuisters*  Fund  with  that  view — 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
considering  that  Mr.  Hunter  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the 
calling  of  a  colleague  on  the  following  terms,  viz. : — Senior  colleague  to  ha?e  £60 
from  Sustentation  Fund;  £40  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund;  and 
a  congregational  supplement,  not  exceeding  £80,  in  lieu  of  the  manse ;  this  sup- 
plement to  be  dependent  on  a  congregational  supplement  being  given  to  the  junior 
colleague,  and  the  two  to  be  yearly  of  equal  amount.  Junior  colleague — who  is  to 
have  sole  charge  of  the  congregation — ^to  have  balance  of  Sustentation  Fund,  at  pre- 
sent £100;  share  of  the  surplus  Sustentation  Fund,  if  any;  a  congregational  sup- 
plement of  £80,  subject  to  diminution  in  proportion  as  that  of  the  senior  colleague 
IB  diminished ;  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  William  Gray  Forrester,  Auldearn,  who  is  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
and  has  been  twenty- three  years  a  minister,  applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and 
Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  to  aid  in  obtaining  the  services  of  an  nnordained  assistant — 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of 
parties,  considering  that  Mr.  Forrester  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
nnable  fully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and 
allow  a  grant  of  £30  from  that  fund. 

In  the  case  of  James  Boss,  Durness,  who  is  seventy-four  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  fifteen  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  call  a  colleague,  and  for  a  grant 
from  the  aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund,  when  he  may  be  held  entitled  thereto— 
the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties, 
considering  that  Mr.  Boss  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to 
discbarge  the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  the  application,  and  sanction  the 
appointment  of  a  colleague  on  the  following  terms — reserving  to  the  congregation  to 
apply  at  some  future  time  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers*  Fund, 
viz. : — Senior  colleague  to  have  £60  from  the  Sustentation  Fund.  Junior  colleague 
to  have  balance  of  Sustentation  Fund,  at  present  £100  ;  share  of  the  Surplus  Susten- 
tation, if  any ;  and  the  manse. 

In  the  case  of  George  B.  Kennedy,  Dornoch,  who  Is  years  of  age, 

and  has  been  forty-three  years  in  the  ministr}',  who  has,  from  age  and  infirmity, 
resigned  his  charge  timpliciter,  so  as  to  leave  the  whole  emoluments  thereof  free, 
applying  for  a  grant  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund — the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering 
that  Mr.  Kennedy  is  certified  to  be,  from  age  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  ministry,  accede  to  his  application,  and  allow  a  grant  of  £70  from 
that  fund. 

In  the  case  of  James  Murdoch,  Pitsligo,  who  is  sixty- two  years  of  age,  and  has 
been  thirty-four  years  a  minister,  applying  for  leave  to  resign  his  charge,  that  he  may 
go  with  bis  family,  who  are  very  delicate,  to  Kew  Zealand,  and  for  a  grant  from  the 
Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund  with  that  view — the  General  Assembly,  on  the 
report  of  their  committee,  with  the  acquiescence  of  parties,  considering  that  Mr 
Murdoch  is  certified  to  be,  from  sge  and  infirmity,  unable  fully  to  dischaige  the 
duties  of  the  ministry  in  this  country-,  accede  to  the  application,  and  allow  a  grant 
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of  £50  from  tbe  Aged  and  Infirm  Mmistera*  Fnnd,  not  to  be  continned  beyond  the 
period  of  five  years  from  Whitsondaj  1881. 

ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  the  Acts,  which, 
being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by  Sir  H.  Monereiff, 
the  convener. 

The  Assembly  approve  of  the  report^  and,  in  accordance  therewith,  the  Assembly 
find  that  the  Acts  are  as  follows : — 

Class  I.— Acts  of  Leotslation. 

1.  Act  anent  Certificates  of  Students. 

2.  Act  Disjoining  the  Congregation  of  Lassodie  from  the  Presbytery  of  Kinross, 
and  joining  it  to  the  Presbytery  of  Dunfermline. 

8.  Act  reducing  Biochairn  to  a  Territorial  Station. 

4.  Act  anent  Places  of  Meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dunblane. 

fi.  Act  sanctioning  Union  of  Congregations  of  Blair- A  thole  and  Stman. 

'  Class  II. — Acts  iMPOBTAirr  fob  the  Gutebal  Uss  of  thb  Chubch. 

6.  Address  to  the  Queen. 

7.  Act  anent  the  Resignation  of  Professor  MaeGregor. 

8.  Act  anent  action  of  the  Commission  of  Assembly  in  the  Case  of  Professor 
Robertson  Smith. 

9.  Act  finding  the  Continuance  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith  as  Professor  of 
Hebrew  in  Aberdeen  College  unsafe. 

10.  Act  anent  Sastentation  Fund  and  other  relative  matters. 

11.  Act  anent  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Diridend. 

12.  Act  anent  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Laidlaw  as  Professor  of  Systematic  Theo- 
logy in  the  New  College,  Edinbui^h. 

18.  Act  anent  Removal  of  Professor  Robertson  Smith  from  the  Chair  of  Hebrew 
in  Aberdeen  College. 

14.  Act  sanctioning  New  Hymn-Book. 

15.  Act  anent  Relation  between  Chnrch  and  State. 

16.  Act  anent  Collections. 

17.  Act  altering  Act  III.  1861,  anent  Sustentation  Fund. 

18.  Act  appointing  Commission  of  Assembly. 

19.  Act  appointing  next  Meeting  of  Assembly. 
Interim  Act  anent  Supervision  of  Students. 

Interim  Acts  anent  Procedure  at  Calling  and  Settlement  of  Ministers. 

union  of  two  craboes. 

The  Assembly  took  op  a  petition  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dunkeld  anent  proposed 
union  between  the  congregations  of  Blair- Athole  and  Struan. 

Parties  being  called,  the  Assembly  sanction  the  union,  on  the  understanding 
that,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  the  contributions  from  Struan  to  the  Sustentation 
Fund  shall  be  applicable  to  the  maintenance  of  the  station,  and  that  the  Highland 
Committee  continue  their  grant  to  the  station. 

sanctioning  of  chaboes. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Sanctioning  of 
Charges,  which,  being  printed,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Laird,  the  convener.     In  accordance  therewith — 

In  the  case  of  Easter  Road,  Edinburgh,*  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of 


*  The  population  for  which  this  charge  is  designed  is  5000,  and  is  increasing. 
Between  200  and  800  adhere  to  the  station.    There  is  a  membership  of  147.    An 
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thoir  committee,  wiUi  ftcquieBcence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  sanction 
tliis  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that  before  proceeding  to 
the  settlement  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  sliall  satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the 
SostentaUon  Fond  Committee  that  a  sum  of  £100  is  being  contributed  to  the  Sos- 
tentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  Farther,  the  Generai  Assembly  authorise  the 
Home  Mission  Committee  to  give  in  this  case  the  usual  grant  to  territorial  charges. 

In  the  ease  of  Fossil  Park,  Glasgow,*  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report  of 
their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and  sanction 
thia  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that  before  proceeding  to 
the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbyteix  and  the 
SostentaUon  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  £100  is  being  contributed  to  the 
Soatentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  Further,  the  General  Assembly  authorise  the 
Home  Mission  Committee  to  give  in  this  case  the  usual  grant  to  territorial  charges. 

In  the  case  of  Kilmalcolm,  f  in  the  Presbytery  of  Greenock,  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  the  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant 
the  application,  and  sanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understand- 
ing thAt,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall 
satisfy  the  Presbytery  and  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  £100 
is  being  contributed  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  Further,  the 
General  Assembly  authorise  the  Home  Mission  Committee  to  giTC  in  this  case  a 
grant  of  £40  for  the  limited  period  of  three  years. 

In  the  case  of  Beston,  ^  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dunse  and  Cbirnside,  the  General 
Assembly,  on  the  report  of  their  committee,  with  the  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant 
the  application,  and  sanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understand- 
ing that,  before  proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy 
the  Presbytery  and  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  £90  is  being 
contributed  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.  Further,  the  General 
Assembly  authorise  the  Home  Mission  Committee  to  give  in  this  case  the  usual 
grant  to  church  extension  charges. 

In  the  case  of  Kew  Row  Mission,  Perth ,§  the  General  Assembly,  on  the  report 
of  their  committee,  with  the  acquiescence  of  parties,  grant  the  application,  and 
sanction  this  station  as  a  ministerial  charge,  on  the  understanding  that,  before 
proceeding  to  the  calling  of  a  minister,  the  congregation  shall  satisfy  the  Presbytery 
and  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee  that  a  sum  of  £100  is  being  contributed 
to  the  Sustentation  Fund  for  his  maintenance.    Further,  the  General  Assembly 


association  for  the  Sustentation  Fund  has  been  formed,  and  the  amount  contributed 
to  the  fund  at  present  is  £7, 10s.  per  month,  which  is  expected  soon  to  increase  to 
£9.  The  committee  have  no  doubt  that,  under  the  efficient  services  of  the  present 
missionary,  whom  it  is  proposed  to  settle  in  this  charge,  a  large  congregation  will 
soon  be  formed. 

*  The  population  of  the  district  proposed  to  be  embraced  by  this  charge  is  about 
5000.  There  are  177  members  and  125  adherents.  A  church  has  been  erected 
containing  800  sittings.  The  progress  hitherto  made  has  been  such  as  gives  every 
hope  that  a  large  congregation  will  be  formed. 

t  This  is  a  rising  place  of  resort  in  Benfrewshire.  The  population  is  1800,  with 
a  considerable  influx  of  visitors  during  the  summer.  There  were  forty  members  at 
the  communion  in  October  lasL  A  hall  for  worship,  with  a  session-house  and  vestry, 
is  being  erected  at  a  coat  of  £850.  The  prospects  of  the  congregation  appear  to  be 
Bach  as  warrant  the  belief  that  in  a  short  time  it  will  be  self-sustaining. 

t  The  population  of  the  district  for  which  this  charge  is  designed  is  633.  There 
are  71  members  and  80  adherents.  There  is  a  church  with  250  sittings  free  of  debt. 
This  is  an  important  railway  junction,  and  is  likely  to  increase  in  population.  The 
work  has  now  reached  a  point  which  necessitates,  if  further  progress  is  to  be  made, 
that  there  be  a  settled  ministry. 

§  The  population  of  the  district  is  about  2000.  The  number  of  communicants 
is  172.  The  ayerage  Sabbath  attendance  is  from  800  to  350.  There  is  a  large 
Sabbath-Bchool,  Toung  Men's  Association,  and  various  other  Christian  agencies, 
which  show  the  mission  to  be  in  a  thriving  condition,  and  gives  hope  for  the  future 
of  a  Buccessful  congregation. 
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authorise  ilie  Home  Mission  Committee  to  give  in  this  case  the  asnal  grant  to 
territorial  chargea.  * 

In  the  case  of  Kinloch  Park,*  Presbytery  of  Lewis,  the  General  Aaaembly,  on 
the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  decline  the  application, 
on  the  ground  that,  though  the  population  is  large  and  the  congregation  very  con- 
siderable, it  does  not  appear  that  the  finances  of  the  congregation  are  such  as  to 
secure  a  proper  maintenance  for  a  minister. 

In  the  case  of  Firth,t  in  the  Presbytery  of  Orkney,  the  General  Asaembly,  on 
the  report  of  their  committee,  with  acquiescence  of  parties,  in  reapect  that  thia  caae 
involves  no  additional  burden  on  the  Sustentation  Fund,  but  is  wholly  connected 
with  the  status  of  the  congregation,  grant  the  application,  and  restore  Firth  to  its 
former  position  as  a  platform  charge,  but  subject,  as  before,  to  the  provision  of  the 
Act  III.,  section  2,  of  the  Assembly  1877. 

NOMINATION  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Nomination  of 
Standing  Committees,  which,  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  members,  was 
referred  to  by  Mr.  Sinclair,  the  convener. 

The  Assembly  also  took  up  the  overtures  on  the  subject,  which  were  read. 

The  Assembly  remit  the  overtures  to  the  committee  for  their  consideration. 

In  accordance  with  the  report — 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Sustentation  Fund  Committee,  as  follows : — 

Mr.  David  Simpson,  Mr.  Duncan  M*Lean,  Mr.  Robert  Howe,  Dr.  Ooold,  Mr. 
R.  M.  Thornton,  Principal  Rainy,  Mr.  George  Bain,  Mr.  William  Shearer,  Mr.  J. 
H.  Fraser,  Mr.  James  Matthew,  Mr.  John  Jenkins,  Dr.  Beith,  Mr.  A.  Anderson,  Mr. 
D.  Colvin,  Mr.  A.  C.  Fullarton,  Mr.  J.  A.  George,  Mr.  W.  F.  Goldie,  Dr.  Kennedy,  Dr- 
Macmillan,  Mr.  James  Murdoch,  Mr.  John  Murray,  Mr.  John  Robertson,  Mr.  Neil 
Taylor,  ministers ;  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Mr.  Charles  Cowan,  Mr.  George  Martin^ 
Mr.  David  Shaw,  Mr.  R.  C.  Gray,  Mr.  C.  W.  Cowan,  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Dr.  Guise, 
Mr.  Walter  Dividson,  Mr.  J.  M.  M'Candlish,  Mr.  William  Miller,  elders^r^tiring. 
Appointed— Mr.  R.  Howie,  Mr.  R.  M.  Thornton,  Principal  Rainy,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr. 
David  Simpson,  Mr.  J.  H.  Fraser,  Mr.  John  Jenkins,  Mr.  J.  C.  Bums,  Mr.  D.  D. 
Bannerman,  Mr.  R.  S.  Macaolay,  Mr.  James  Macdonald,  Mr.  Alexander  Warraek, 
Mr.  John  Mackay,  Mr.  James  Macleod,  Mr.  Robert  Cowan,  Mr.  Charles  M'Kenale» 
Mr.  Alexander  Terriu,  Mr.  A.  F.  Moir,  Mr.  James  Gibson,  ministers ;  Mr.  William 
Henderson,  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Mr.  George  Martin,  Mr.  Charles  Cowan,  Mr.  C.  W. 
Cowan,  Mr.  John  Macdonald  (Perth),  Mr.  T.  Chalmers  (Longcroft),  Mr.  James  Cun- 
ningham (Broughty-Ferry),  Mr.  William  Mitchell  (Markinch),  Mr.  R.  Macdonald 
(Lieith),  Mr.  Henry  Tod  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  John  Clay  (Kerchesters),  Mr.  Joseph  C. 
Robertson  (Glasgow),  Mr.  John  Muir  (Glasgow),  Mr.  A.  Ellison  Ross  (Edinburgh), 
Mr.  Edward  Caird  (Dumbarton),  Mr.  John  Bertram  (Cranahaws),  Mr.  James  Stme 
(Edinburgh),  Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S.  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  David  Simson,  elden->Dr. 
Wilson  and  Dr.  Rainy,  joint-conveners. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Education  Committee,  as  follows : — Mr.  A.  F. 
Moir,  Mr.  James  Iverach,  Dr.  Main,  Dr.  Elder,  Dr.  Maclauehlan,  Mr.  Alexander 
Rankin,  ministers ;  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Mr.  William  Dickson,  elders — ^retiring.  Ap* 
pointed — Mr.  J.  Sinclair,  Mr.  A.  F.  Moir,  Mr.  R.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  John  Lister,  Mr.  John 
Mnrray  (Daiisie),  Mr.  James  Morrison,  Mr.  Alexander  Rankin,  ministers ;  Mr.  Wm. 


*  The  population  is  1200.  There  are  44  communicants.  There  is  no  church  as 
yet,  but  one  is  being  contracted  for  to  contain  700  sittings.  The  nearest  Free  Church 
is  distant  eight  miles.  The  sum  collected  for  the  year  is  stated  at  £17.  The  choreb- 
door  collections  are  78.  per  Sabbath.  It  is  quite  apparent  from  these  facts,  that 
there  is  no  sufficient  evidence  that  the  resources  of  the  congregation  are  eqoal  to  the 
proper  maintenance  of  a  minister.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  sanction 
of  this  station  will  depend  upon  the  progress  it  may  make  financially  and  otherwise. 

f  The  committee  were  induced  to  come  to  the  above  finding  in  respect  of  special 
circumstances  of  a  peculiar  nature  stated  to  them  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Presbytery,  which  they  think  fully  warrant  the  expediency  of  restoring  the  charge  to 
the  platform. 
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DicksoD,  Mr.  James  Wilson,  Councillor  Dickson  (QIasgow),  Mr.  D.  Macpherson 
(Giasgov),  elders.  The  Assemblj  anthorise  the  committee  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  discbarge  of  the  dattes  of  the  conrenership  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Home  Mission  Committee  as  follows : — Mr.  John 
Isdale,  Mr.  Thomas  Cochrane,  Mr.  Andre«r  Inglis,  Dr.  Millar  Nicolson,  Mr.  John 
Edgar,  Mr.  James  Hunter,  Mr.  James  Spence,  Dr.  Beith,  Mr.  James  Wells,  Mr. 
Duncan  iI*Laren,  Mr.  Robert  M'Morran,  Mr.  James  Cameron,  Mr.  A.  C.  Fulbirton, 
Mr.  James  Johnston,  Mr.  John  Murra}',  ministers ;  Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr,  David 
Simpson,  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Mr.  John  Towert.  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  George 
Biartin,  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Mr.  M.  Pairlcy,  Dr.  Guise,  Mr.  W.  Hamilton,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Isdale,  Mr.  John  Muir,  Mr.  John  Roliertson,  Captain  Makgill,  Mr.  James  Stevenson, 
Mr.  John  Wilson,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Mr.  James  Wells,  Mr.  R.  M'Morran, 
Dr.  Millar  Nicolson,  Mr.  Duncan  M'Laren,  Mr.  William  Tullo,  Mr.  Alexander 
Gregory,  Mr.  James  Spence,  Mr.  Alexander  Miller,  Mr.  John  Baxter,  Mr.  Alexander 
Marshall,  Mr.  Andrew  Donald,  Mr.  C.  G.  M'Crie,  Mr.  James  Matthew,  Mr.  David 
Kil Patrick,  ministers ;  Sheriff  Campbell,  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Air.  Divid  Simpson, 
Mr.  John  Towert,  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  George  Martin,  Mr.  R.  li.  Simpson, 
Mr.  Michael  Beveridge  (Kirkcaldy),  Mr.  William  Mitchell  (3i[arkinch),  Mr.  D.  Mac 
pherson  (Glasgow),  Mr.  Robert  Rule  (Glasgow),  Mr.  John  Clay  (ICerchesters), 
Councillor  Dickson  (Glasgow),  Mr.  James  Slme  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S. 
(Edinburgh),  elders — Dr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Wells,  joint*conveners. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Highlands  and  Islands,  as  follows  : — 
Mr.  J.  C.  Macphail,  Mr.  A.  G.  M'Gillivray,  Dr.  Begg,  Mr.  Alexander  M'Xenzle, 
Mr.  R.  M'Morran,  Dr.  Kennedy,  ministers ;  Mr.  William  Kidston,  Mr.  Duncan  Grant, 
Dr.  Pringle, elders — retiring.  Appointed — Mr.  J.  C.  Macplmil,  Mr.  A.  G.  M'Gillivray, 
Mr.  Alexander  M'Kenzie,  Mr.  Mackay  (Oban),  Mr.  M'Kenzie  (Kilmalie),  Mr.  R. 
M'Morran,  Dr.  Maekay,  Mr.  Malcolm  M'Gregor  (Urqohart),  ministers  ;  Mr.  William 
Kidston,  Mr.  Duncan  Grant,  Dr.  Pringle,  Surgeon-General  Fraser,  Mr.  £.  A.  Stuart 
Gray,  Mr.  James  M'Kerchar  (Aberfeldy),  elders — Dr.  Maclauclilan,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Financial  Board  of  Kew  College,  Edinburgh. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Financial  Board  of  Aberdeen  College. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Financial  Board  of  Glasgow  College,  omitting  the 
names  of  Mr.  Bums  and  Mr.  Ross  (deceased),  and  adding  the  name  of  Dr.  Btackle. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Colonial  Committee,  as  follows : — Mr.  Alexander 
Wilson,  Mr.  James  Dodds,  Mr.  George  Wilson,  Mr.  J.  M.  M*Culloch,  Mr.  K.  Moody- 
Stuart,  Mr.  R.  Waterston,  Mr.  A.  H.  Cowan,  ministers ;  Mr.  James  Balfour,  Mr. 
David  Dickson,  elders — retiring.  Appointed—Mr.  Alexander  Wilson,  Mr.  George 
Wilson,  Mr.  James  Dodds,  Mr.  R  Waterston,  Mr.  A.  H.  Cowan,  Mr.  John  Robertson 
(Girlhon),  Mr.  M.  Macgregor  (Urquhart),  Mr.  John  Galloway  (Kintore),  Mr.  David 
Somerville  (Rothesay),  Mr.  Alexander  Forbes  (Drumblade),  Mr.  Allan  Sinclair 
(Kenmore),  Mr.  Robert  Wilson,  ministers;  Mr.  James  Balfoar,  Mr.  David  Dickson, 
Mr.  John  Clay  (Kerchesters),  Mr.  John  Macdonald  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  A.  Ellison  Ross 
(Edinburgh),  Mr.  John  Bertram  (Cranshaws),  Mr.  R.  Macdonald  (Leith),  Surgeon- 
General  Fraser,  elders— Mr.  R.  G.  Balfour,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Continental  Committee,  as  follows  : — Dr.  Goold,  Mr. 
R.  Smith,  Professor  Blaikie,  Dr.  G.  R.  Davidson,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker,  Mr.  Thomas 
Brown,  ministers;  Mr.  John  Cowan  (Beeslack),Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Mr.  James  BalTour, 
elders — retiring.  Appointed — Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  R.  Smith,  Professor  Blaikie,  Dr.  G. 
R  Davidson,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker,  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  Mr.  George  Wilson,  Mr.  G.  G. 
Cameron  (Glasgow),  Mr.  Peter  Richardson  (Dailly),  Professor  Sdlmond,  Mr.  William 
Leitch  (Glasgow),  Mr.  James  M'Clymont  (Deuholm),  ministers  ;  Mr.  James  Balfour, 
Mr.  John  Cowan  (Bceslack),  Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Mr.  John  Muir  (Glasgow),  Mr. 
Robert  Brotchie  (Lcith),  Mr.  C.  J.  Guthrie  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  R.  Macdonald  (Leith), 
elders — Colonel  Tonngand  Mr.  D.  Maclagan,  joint-conveners. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  as  follows: — Dr. 
Ooold,  Mr.  John  M'Dermid,  Mr.  A.  B.  Campbell,  Mr.  Malcolm  White,  Mr.  Thomas 
Addis,  Professor  Thomas  Smith,  Mr.  Finlay  M'Pherson,  Dr.  A.  B^nar,  Mr.  James 
Johnston,  Dr.  Blorray  Mitchell,  Dr.  Macmillan,  Mr.  D.  Somerville,  Mr.  R.  K. 
Thorn,  ministers;  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Colonel  Davidson,  Mr.  John  Cowan 
(Beeslack),  Mr.  John  Muir,  Mr.  John  M'Laren,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Dr. 
Goold,   Mr.  John  M'Dermid,  Mr.  A.  B.  Campbell,   Professor  Thomas  Smith,  Mr. 
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Finlay  M'Pherson,  Mr.  R.  Smith,  Mr.  K.  S.  Macaulay,  Mr.  R.  W.  LawBon,  Mr.  Peter 
RichartlsoD,  Mr.  H.  A.  Sievrart,  ministerB ;  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Colonel  Bavid- 
&on,  Mr.  John  Cowan  (Becbhick^  Mr.  John  Miiir  (Qlasgow),  Mr.  John  Maclaren 
(Edinburgh),  Mr.William  Fcrgueon  (Kinmondv),  Mr.  \\\  W.Renny  (Broughty  Ferry), 
elders.  The  AsBembly  aathorisc  this  committee  to  make  temporary  arrangements 
for  the  duties  of  the  convenerahip  for  this  year. 

The  Assemblv  reappoint  the  Committee  on  the  ConTension  of  the  Jewi,  as 
follows  :— Mr.  William  Affl  ck,  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker,  Dr.  Thomson,  Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson, 
Dr.  Moody-Stuart,  Mv.  Walter  Wood,  miuistera ;  Mr.  William  Henderson,  Mr.  C. 
\{.  Cowan,  Professor  Simpson,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Mr.  William  Affleck, 
Mr.  J.  H.  Wilson,  Mr.  Tliomas  Brown,  Dr.  Moody-Stuart,  Mr.  Walter  Wood,  Mr.  N. 
L.  Walker,  Dr.  T.jomson,  .Air.  W\  Leitch  (Glasgow),  Mr.  D.  Ogilvy  (Motherwell),  Mr. 
E.  A.  Thomson  (Elinbin^ih),  Mr.  D,  D.  Bannerman  (Perth),  Mr.  Robert  Wilson 
(North  Ronal(lhhaj),  31  r.  James  M'Clymont  (Deuholm),  ministers;  Mr.  William 
Henderson,  Mr.  C.  W.  Cowan,  Professor  Simpson,  Mr.  R.  Macdonald  (Leith),  Mr.  T. 
W.  Brown  (Glasgow),  Mr.  John  Love  (Glasgow),  Mr.  James  Macdonald  (EJinbnrgh), 
elders — Dr.  Moody-Stuart  and  J.  H.  Wilson,  joint-conveners. 

The  A&scmbly  reappoint  the  Church  and  Manse  Fund  Building  Committee,  as 
follows: — Mr.  James  Welle,  Mr.  Duncan  M'Lean,  ProfesBor  Macgregor,  ministen; 
Mr,  John  Wilson,  Mr.  David  Maclacran,  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  elders — retiring.  Ap- 
pointed— Mr.  James  Wells,  Mr.  Tiiomas  Crerar,  Mr.  William  Masterton,  Mr.  John 
Scott  (Houston),  Mr.  William  Meiklejohn  (South  Kingarth),  Mr.  Robert  Mlntosh 
(Alva),  ministers;  Mr.  James  Stevenson,  Mr.  David  Maclagan,  Mr.  C.  J.  Gathrie, 
Mr.  R.  R.  Simpson,  Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S.,  elders — Dr.  Wilson,  convener.^ 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Finance  Committee — Mr.  W.  Wood,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Pre-Dismption  Ministers'  Fund  Committee,  as  foU 
lows: — Mr.  David  Thorburn,  Mr.  John  Murray,  ministers;  Mr.  William  Kidston, 
elder — retiring.  Appointed — Mr.  David  Thorburn,  Mr.  A.  Urquhart  (Old  Deer),  Mr. 
John  Macqneen  (Daviot),  ]\Ir.  P.  T.  Muirhead  (Kippen),  Mr.  John  Irving  (Innellan), 
ministers;  Mr.  W^illiam  Kidston,  Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  elders, — Mr.  W.  Wood, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee,  as  follows : — 

Mr.  William  Nixon,  Principal  Rainy,  Dr.  Maclaucblan,  ministers;  Mr.  Thomas 
M'Micking,  Mr.  James  Balfour,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Principal  Rainy,  Dr. 
I^Liclanchlan,  Mr.  Andrew  Melville  (Glasgow),  Mr.  N.  L.  Walker  (Dyaart),  ministers; 
Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  Mr.  James  Balfoar,  Mr.  John  Muir  (Glasgow),  elders — The 
Moderator,  convener.  Sir  H.  W^.  Moncreiff,  vice-convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Publications  Committee,  as  follows: — Principal 
Rainy,  Dr.  M.  Dods,  Dr.  W.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  R.  Waterston,  ministers;  Mr.  David 
Maclagan,  elder — retiring.  Appointed — Principal  Rainy,  Mr.  R.  Waterston,  minis* 
(ers;  Air.  David  Maclagan,  elder — M.  J.  G.  Cunningham,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Board  of  Examiners  as  follows : — Professor  Bruce, 
Mr.  R.  A.  Mitchell,  Mr.  A.  M.  Bannatyne,  Professor  Lindsay,  Professor  Candlisb, 
Dr.  Whyte,  Professor  Blaikie,  Professor  Macgregor,  ministers — retiring.  Appointed 
— M.  G.  W.  Thomson,  Mr.  David  Somerville,  Mr.  Thomas  Crerar,  Professor  Bmce, 
Professor  Lindsay,  Professor  Candlisb,  Dr.  Whyte,  Professor  Blaikie, — Dr.  Whjte, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  the  Distribution  and  Employment 
of  Probationers,  as  follows : — Mr.  R.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  R.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  C.  Bnms^ 
Mr.  James  Smith,  Mr.  John  Murray,  Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson,  ministers — retiring.  Ap- 
pointed—Mr. R.  G.  Balfour,  Mr.  R.  C.  Smith,  Mr.  J.  C.  Burns,  Mr.  G.  G.  Cameron 
(Glasgow),  Mr.  John  Logan  (Leslie),  Mr.  A.  Donald  (Blackford), — Mr.  R.  Gordon, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Election  of  Professors, — Dr.  Beith, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Eqnal  Dividend  Platform  Committee,  as  follows : — 
Dr.  Wilson,  Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Mr.  James  Dodds,  Dr.  Beith,  ministers ;  Mr. 
William  Wood,  Mr.  David  Simson,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Dr.  Wilson,  Mr. 
D.  D.  Bannerman,  Mr.  R.  G.  Balfonr,  Mr.  John  Sinclair,  ministers;  Mr.  John 
Parker  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  E.  A.  Stuart  Gray  (Edinburgh),  elders,— Mr.  D.  D.  Banner- 
man,  convener. 
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The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Nomination  of  Standing  Committees, 
as  follows: — Mr.  A.  Henderson,  Mr.  George  Wilson,  Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson,  ministertt ; 
Mr.  Daniel  Fraser,  Dr.  Pringle,  Mr,  John  Wilson,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — 
Mr.  Andrew  Melville  (Glasgow),  Mr.  T.  II.  Lang  (Ayr),  Mr.  William  Mastcrton 
(Ittverkeillor),  miniBtcra;  Mr.  Thomas  Binuie  (Glasgow),  Mr.  G.  J.  Guthrie  (Edin- 
burgh), Mr.  David  Dickson  (Edinburgh),  Mr.  John  Cowan,  W.S.,  elders — Mr.  John 
Sinclair,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  Keligion  nnd  Morals,  as 
follows  : — Mr.  T.  S.  Anderson,  Mr.  James  Hunter,  ]\Ir.  John  Torrance,  Mr.  George 
Clazy,  Mr.  J.  H.  Gailey,  miuLstcra;  Mr.  Hugh  Mosnian,  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington,  Mr. 
James  Balfour,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Mr.  James  Hunter, 
Mr.  John  Torrance,  Mr.  William  Boss  (Bothesay),  Mr.  Alexander  Warrack  (Leswalt), 
Mr.  John  Brown  (Aberdour),  Mr.  Eobert  Fordyce  (Hawick),  Mr.  H.  A.  Stewart 
(Penicuik),  ministers ;  Mr.  Hugh  Mosman,  Mr.  James  Balfour,  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington, 
Mr.  Joseph  C.  Robertson  (Glasgow),  Councillor  Dickson  (Glasgow),  Mr.  C.  J.  Guthrie 
(Edinburgh),  elders — Mr.  Alex.  M'Kenzie,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Sabb.ith  Observance,  as  follows ; — 
Dr.  Easton,  Mr,  J.  T.  Stuart,  Mr.  John  Macfarlan,  ministers ;  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington, 
Mr.  David  Dickson,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Dr.  Easton,  Mr.  Finlay  Atac- 
phereon  (Larbert),  Mr.  William  Milne  (Braco),  ministers;  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington, 
Mr.  David  Dickson,  Mr.  George  Miller  (Gllasgow),  Mr.  John  Love  (Glasgow),  elders 
— Mr.  Alexander  M'Kenzie,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Temperance  Committee,  as  follows : — Mr  J.  M. 
Sloan,  Dr.  Blaikie,  Mr.  William  Affleck,  Mr.  Hector  Hall,  ministers ;  Mr.  J.  Camp- 
bell White,  Mr.  James  Miller,  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  T.  M'Micking,  Dr.  J.  A. 
Goise,  elders — retiring.  Appointed — Mr.  C.  G.  M'Crle  (Ayr),  Mr.  John  Irving 
(Innellan),  Mr.  John  C.  Grant  (Loanhead),  Mr.  W.  W.  Smith  (Galashiels), ministers; 
Mr.  James  Miller,  Mr.  William  Dickson,  Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  Mr.  C.  J.  Guthrie, 
Mr.  George  Miller  (Glasgow),  Mr.  John  Love  (Glasgow),  Mr.  R.  0.  Gray  (Edinburgh), 
Mr.  George  M.  Kerr  (Lenzie),  elders — Mr.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Assembly  Hall  Committee,  omitting  Mr.  Mait- 
land  Heriot,  Dr.  Boxburgh,  Mr.  John  Harvey,  Mr.  Bowatt — Mr.  Brown-Douglas, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Disruption  Records,  omitting  Dr. 
Main  and  Mr.  J.  Harvey — Mr.  T.  Brown,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Marriage  AflSuity — Dr.  Candlish, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  add  to  the  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  Youth — Mr.  W.  W. 
Smith. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Commission  on  the  Transfer  and  Sale  of  Schools, 
omitting  Dr.  Main,  Professor  Macgregor,  Dr.  Fraser,  Provost  Murray,  Sheriff  Heriot, 
Mr.  J.  Harvey — Dr.  Wilson,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  the  Presbyterian  Council — Dr. 
Blaikie,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Church  and  State — Dr.  Rainy, 
convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Secession  Records,  omitting  Mr. 
Dancan  and  Mr.  Black — Dr.  Wylie,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Church  Extension  Building  Fund  Committee — Dr. 
Adam  and  Colonel  Toung,  joint-conveners. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Law  Committee,  omitting  Mr.  Ross,  and  adding 
Mr.  C.  J.  Guthrie — Mr.  J.  Cowan,  convener. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  the  Society  for  Propagating  Christian 
Knowledge,  omitting  Dr.  Main — Mr.  Macphail,  convener. 

The  Assembly  re-elect  the  two  retiring  members  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Cnialmers  Lectureship. 

The  Assembly  reappoint  the  Committee  on  Degrees  in  Arts,  adding  Dr.  Whyte 
and  Professor  M'Kendrick. 

The  Assembly  appoint  on  the  Cunningham  Lectureship,  Sir.  H.  MoncreilT,  Mr. 
Dodds,  Dr.  A.  S.  Paterson,  ministers ;  and  Mr.  John  Cowan  of  Beeslack,  and  Mr. 
D.  Maclagan,  elders. 


308  DEBT  EXTINCTION. 

DEBT  BXTIKCnOK. 

The  Assembly  took  op  an  overtore  anent  debt  eztinclioD.    The  ovcrtare 
read. 

The  Bev.  C.  A.  MACKENZIE,  of  Govan,  appeared  in  support  of  the  OTerioro 
from  the  Free  Presbytery  of  Glasgow,  and  spoke  as  follows  : — 

Moderator,  as  the  hour  is  late,  I  shall  only  say  a  few  words  in  support  of  this 
overtare.  We  have  already  seen  in  this  Assembly  how  eerions  a  hindrance  to  a 
congregation  even  a  small  debt  may  torn  out  to  be.  The  congregation  at  Kilmnir 
Easter  appeals  for  help  to  get  rid  of  a  debt  of  only  £242.  Bat  what  is  the  state  of 
matters  in  the  Presbytery  that  sends  up  this  overture  1  From  the  report  of  a 
committee  appointed  to  look  narrowly  into  the  matter,  it  turns  out  that  debt  to  the 
amount  of  £60,000  is  at  this  moment  l^ing  on  the  Free  Churches  in  Glasgow.  And 
what  is  the  necessary  resuli?  Not  only  are  (here  large  sums  paid  away  yearly  in 
the  shape  of  interest  on  borrowed  money,  but  a  sort  of  Congregationalism  is  created. 
The  members  of  Deacons'  Courts  are  even  being  tempted  to  say,  "  We  must  retain  all 
that  we  can  to  meet  our  own  burdens;"  and  so  the  interests  of  the  Sustentation 
Fund  and  of  the  General  Assembly  schemes  are  sure  to  suffer.  That  they  have 
suffered  is  plain  from  the  statements  of  the  collections  submitted  by  Dr.  Wilson  to 
the  house  a  few  days  ago.  Nor  is  this  all.  Members  of  our  congregations  are 
quietly  removing  and  slipping  into  the  Parish  Churches — where,  if  church  building 
has  to  be  done,  it  can  be  done — thanks  to  the  Baird  and  other  funds — without  much 
sound  of  the  hammer. 

Now,  is  this  a  state  of  things  worthy  of  our  Free  Church  T  Other  Churches  have 
long  been  girding  themselves  for  work  of  this  sort.  Ton  will  find  that  the  reports 
of  their  Debt  Liquidation  Boards  form  an  important  element  in  their  yearly  pro- 
ceedings. And  if  this  be  so,  I  cannot  but  regard  it  as  a  grave  defect  in  the  financial 
arrangements  of  the  Free  Church,  that  there  should  be  nothing  like  adequate 
provision  for  the  extinction  of  Church  Debt  I  am  not  here  to  say  whether  we  have 
done  too  much  for  Church  Extension  or  not,  but  certainly  it  must  be  allowed  that 
we  have  done  too  little  for  Debt  Liquidation. 

I  have  ascertained  from  Dr.  Scott,  the  Home  Mission  Secretary  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  that  for  every  £1  contributed  by  their  Debt  Liquidation  Board, 
congregations  are  stimulated  to  raise  £3  themselves.  So  that  if  even  a  third  of  the 
sum  raised  for  Church  Extension  in  our  Church  be  contributed  for  Debt  Extinction, 
a  heavy  burden  of  debt  is  sure  to  be  lifted  off  many  of  our  churches,  and  our 
congregations  left  free  to  run  in  the  race  of  enterprise  and  evangelism. 

Bat  I  must  not  detain  the  house.  I  simply  move,  that  the  General  Assembly 
appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the  whoFe  matter  maturely,  and  to  report  to  next 
General  Assembly. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Isdale  and  supported  by  Principal  Raixt,  and 
the  committee  appointed  accordingly. 

The  Assembly  adjourned,  to  meet  again  in  the  evening  at  half-past  seven  o*elock; 
whereof  public  intimation  having  been  given,  this  Sederunt  was  closed  with  prayer. 


EVENING  SEDERUNT. 

The  Assembly  resumed  at  7.80 — Rev.  Dr.  Laughton,  Moderator.  There  was  a 
very  large  attendance  of  the  public,  the  galleries  being  well  filled. 

THE  OATHS  HTLL, 

Dr.  BEGG  presented  a  form  of  petition,  in  accordance  with  the  resolniion  agreed 
to  this  forenoon  again&t  legislation  with  a  view  to  admitting  avowed  atheists  to  sit 
in  Parliament,  which  was  approved  and  appointed  to  be  signed  by  the  Moderator, 
in  name  of  the  Assembly,  and  to  be  sent,  for  presentation,  to  James  Cowan,  Esq.,  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  to  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

DEBT  EXnKOTIOK. 

The  following  were  named  as  the  Committee  on  Debt  Extinction  :~The  Moderator 
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(Dr.  Laaghlon),  Principal  Haioy,  Professor  Lindsay,  Professor  Brace,  Professor 
Salmond,  Dr.  Whjte,  Dr.  Thomson  (Paisley),  Revs.  J.  H.  Wilson,  R.  J.  Balfour,  J. 
Isdale,  G.  W.  Thomson,  G.  Wallace  (Hamilton),  W.  A.  P.  Johnman  (Hawick),  J. 
Stewart  (Dennistoon),  C.  A.  Mackenzie  (Govan),  D.  R.  Kilpatrick — ministers ;  and 
Messrs.  Darid  Maclagau,  James  Stevenson,  W.  Henderson,  J.  M.  M'Candlish,  J.  H. 
Dickson,  P.  D.  Swan,  Wm.  Ferguson — elders;  Mr.  Isdale,  convener. 


BELIOION  AND  MOBALS. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Religion  and  Morals, 
with  relation  to  the  naming  of  deputies  to  visit  Presbyteries,  which  was  given  in  by 
Mr.  Mackenzis,  the  convener,  was  approved  of,  and  acted  on,  as  follows : — In 
accordance  with  its  recommendation  the  Assembly  instraet  the  Presbyteries  of  the 
Church,  at  one  of  ita  stated  meetings,  or  at  a  meeting  specially  appointed  for  the 
purpose,  to  take  into  couideration  the  state  of  religion  within  their  bounds,  and 
report  thereon  to  the  co 'ener  of  the  committee  not  later  than  the  end  of  March. 

The  Assembly  appoint  the  Presbyteries  of  Irvine,  Dumbarton,  Garioch,  Tutriff, 
and  Fordjce  to  be  visited  this  year,  the  deputies  to  be  Dr.  Binnie,  Professor  of 
Church  History,  Free  Church  College,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  John  Kelman.  minister  of 
Free  Sl  John's,  Leith  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Crerar,  minister  of  North  Leith  Free  Church  ; 
3fr.  John  Laird,  minister  of  Free  Church,  Cupar ;  Mr.  Alexander  B.  Campbell, 
mintater  of  Free  Church,  Markinch;  Mr.  Peter  Thomson,  minister  of  Free  Chnrch, 
Crawfnrdsbum,  Greenock ;  Mr.  Alexander  Walker,  minister  of  Free  Church,  Mill- 
port ;  Mr.  Archibald  Henderson,  minister  of  Free  Church,  Crieff ;  Mr.  George  Wilson, 
minister  of  Free  Chnrch,  Glenluce ;  Mr.  Alexander  Lee,  minister  of  Free  Church, 
Nairn ;  along  with  Mr.  David  Dickson,  Edinburgh ;  Surgeon-General  Fraser,  Edin- 
burgh ;  Mr.  David  ^litchell,  Aberdeen ;  Mr.  E.  A.  Stuart  Gray,  of  Gray  and  Kinfauna ; 
and  Mr.  Thomas  M'Micking,  Helensburgh,  ruling  elders.  And  the  General  Assem- 
bly grant  power  to  the  committee  to  appoint  others,  in  the  event  of  the  above-named 
persons  not  being  available,  or  a  larger  number  of  deputies  than  those  already  nomi- 
nated being  found  necessary  for  successfully  carrying  out  the  visitation. 


DB.   MAIN. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a 
minute  with  reference  to  the  late  Dr.  Main. 

The  report  was  made  by  Colonel  Young,  the  convener,  was  unanimously  ap- 
proved of,  and  adopted  as  follows  : — 

The  General  Assembly  receive  with  deep  sorrow  and  emotion  the  announcement 
that  the  Rev.  Thomas  Main,  D.D.,  who,  as  past-Moderator,  preached  at  the  opening 
of  this  meeting  of  Assembly,  has  been  removed  from  among  them. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Main,  in  circumstances  so  solemn,  reads  to  the  Chnrch  a  lesson 
of  impressive  warning.  At  an  age  considerably  less  than  that  which  has  been  at- 
tained by  some  who  are  still  spared  to  her,  he  has,  in  midst  of  many  and  various 
labours,  entered  into  rest. 

From  a  position  of  much  influence  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  Dr.  Main  was  called 
to  ancceed  the  venerable  Dr.  Henry  Grey,  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  Edinburgh,  and  in 
that  important  eongnregation  has  ministered  with  devoted  faithfulness  for  twenty-four 
yean. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Duff,  convener  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  the 
Chnrch  unanimously  appointed  Dr.  Main  to  succeed  him,  and  in  the  discharge  of  the 
onerons  and  difficult  duties  of  that  office  he  has  commended  himself  by  unwearied 
and  faithful  service. 

In  the  cause  of  education  he  has  effectually  aided  the  Chnrch,  which  will  long 
miss  his  ready  and  conrteous  help  in  this  and  many  other  departments  of  labour. 

The  General  Assembly  desire  affectionately  to  commend  to  God  the  widow  of 
their  departed  friend  and  fellow-servant,  praying  that  in  her  great  bereavement  she 
may  realise  the  sustaining  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

The  General  Assembly  instruct  that  a  copy  of  this  minute  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Main, 
and  other  relatives. 
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OOMHISSIOV. 

The  Assembly  hereby  appoint  a  CommiBsiony  ia  the  usual  tenns,  with  the 
addition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Brown,  minister  at  Dean,  Edinburgh,  named  bj  the 
Moderator. 

PROTESTATIONS. 

Protestations  were  called  for ;  none  were  given  in. 

NEXT  ASSEMBLY. 

The  General  Assembly  appoint  the  next  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Ohnreh 
of  Scotland  to  be  held  in  Edinburgh,  on  the  18th  day  of  May  1882. 

INTEBIM  ACTS. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  overtures  appointed  to  be  transmitted  be  conrerted  into 
Interim  Acts. 

MINUTES. 

The  minutes  of  this  day's  sederunts  were  read  and  approved  of. 

THE  MODEEATOB's  CLOSING  ADDRESS. 

The  MODEBATOR  then  delivered  the  following  address— Fathers  and  bre- 
thren, the  business  of  the  Assembly  ia  finished,  and  we  are  about  to  separate.  We 
do  so  with  mingled  feelings  of  thankfulness  and  sorrow.  In  looking  back  we  recognise 
much  for  which  to  be  thankful,  but  the  retrospect  has  an  element  of  sadness,  the 
more  affecting  that  it  was  something  altogether  unlocked  for.  In  addressing  the 
Assembly  at  the  commencement  of  its  sittings  I  mentioned  the  names  of  several 
brethren  in  the  ministry  and  eldership  who  had  recently  been  removed  by  death. 
I  might  have  added  other  names,  loni;  known  and  esteemed  in  their  respective 
localities — Dr.  M'Gilvray,  Aberdeen;  Mr.  M'Lauchlan,  Cawdor;  and  Mr.  M'Wait, 
Rothes,  brethren  who  had  laboured  in  the  ministry  for  periods  of  from  forty  to  fifty 
years.  But  1  little  thought  that  I  should  have  to  close  the  list  with  the  name  of 
one  80  widely  known  throughout  the  Church,  and  so  familiar  by  his  personal  presence 
to  most  in  this  house,  as  our  late  revered  Moderator,  Dr.  Thomas  Main.  Yon  all 
remember  that  he  presided  at  the  opening  of  this  Assembly,  and  conducted  the  usoai 
services  on  that  occasion  apparently  in  his  ordinary  health.  I  cannot  forget  how  he 
welcomed  me  to  this  chair,  with  all  the  dignity  and  brotherly  kindness  so  chanc- 
teristic  of  him.  Two  days  later  he  took  my  place  during  the  hearing  of  a  case  at 
which,  by  the  rules  of  the  house,  I  could  not  preside.  How  little  did  we  think  that 
after  that  day  we  should  see  his  face  no  more.  Within  a  week  thereafter  he  entered 
into  rest.  A  minister  of  the  Gospel  for  forty-three  years,  occupying  during  that 
period  very  prominent  and  influential  positions,  he  has  maintained  his  testimony  to 
the  truth  and  his  high  character  as  a  Cliristian  miuister  with  consistency  to  the  end. 
(Applause.)  Endowed  with  pulpit  gifts  of  no  ordinary  kind,  he  attained  at  a  very 
early  age  great  popularity  as  a  preacher;  that  he  escaped  the  dangers  of  such  an 
ordeal  was  the  best  proof  of  the  grace  of  God  in  him.  Br.  Main  has  served  the 
Church  not  only  as  one  of  her  ministers,  but  also  at  the  head  of  some  of  her  most 
important  schemes,  particularly  as  convener  first  of  the  Education,  and  afterwards 
of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee.  For  such  services  he  was  specially  qualified  by 
his  Christian  sympathy,  his  calm  and  sober  judgment,  and  his  unwearied  interest  in 
the  great  objects  which  the  Church  of  Christ  must  ever  have  supremely  at  heart. 
(Applause.)  How  great  the'  loss  his  removal  is  to  his  brethren  in  the  ministry 
and  the  whole  Church,  to  his  congregation,  and  all  connected  with  him  by  ties  of 
family  and  friendship,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  estimate.  And,  especially,  we  cannot 
but  think  of  her  on  whom  this  stroke  falls  most  heavily,  who  now  feels  herself  a 
widow  and  bereaved.     We  mingle  our  prayers  and  tears  with  hers,  while  with  one 
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heart  we  commend  her  to  Him  who  is  the  Qod  of  all  consolation,  who  healcth  the 
broken  in  heart  and  bindeth  up  their  wounds.  On  all  of  us  in  the  ministry  let  this 
event  impress  the  maxim  and  the  example  of  the  Master  when  He  said,  **  1  must 
work  the  works  of  Him  that  sent  Me  while  it  is  day  ;  for  the  night  cometh  when  no 
man  can  work."    (Applause.) 

I  have  said  we  have  listened  with  thankfulness,  looking  back  on  what  has  passed 
during  this  Assembly.  We  cannot  but  be  thankful  for  the  manner  in  which  we 
have  been  carried  through  the  very  trying  discussions  which  occupied  so  much  of  our 
time.  As  to  the  issue  and  result  of  the  discussion  we  diifer.  We  do  not  all  look 
at  it  in  the  same  light,  or  regard  it  with  the  same  feelings,  yet  there  is  not  one  of  ua 
who  is  not  thankful  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  the  spirit  which  has  characterised 
these  discussions,  the  self-command  and  mutual  forbearance  by  which  they  have 
been  distinguished,  and  the  desire  manifested  on  either  hand  to  avoid  whatever 
might  irritate  or  tend  to  alienation  among  brethren.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tion discussed  I  say  nothing;  but  as  regards  the  temper  which  has  prevailed  amongst 
us  we  shall  be  united  in  giving  to  God  most  hearty  thanks,  and  more  than  ever  shall 
we  be  encouraged  to  trust  Him  for  help  and  guidance  in  the  future — "I  will  bring 
the  blind  by  a  way  that  they  know  not,  I  will  lead  them  in  paths  they  have  not 
known,  I  will  make  darkness  light  before  ihem  and  crooked  things  straight ;  these 
things  will  1  do  unto  them  and  not  forsake  them.  Be  it  unto  us,  O  Lord,  according 
to  this  Word ! "    ( Applaose.) 

I  shall  not  attempt  to  go  over  in  detail  the  various  subjects  which  have  occupied 
yonr  time  and  attention,  still  less  presume  to  sit  in  judgment  on  the  couclusious  at 
which  yon  have  arrived.    To  dwell  for  a  little  on  those  topics  which  seem  most 
important  would  not,  indeed,  be  unsuitable  or  uninteresting.     But  time  would  fail 
for  any  survey  of  so  wide  a  field — the  work  of  God  within  our  own  borders,  in  our 
severar  congregations,  its  progress  and  the  hindrances  it  meets  with ;  the  work  of 
the  ministry  and  the  eldership,  the  welfare  of  the  }-outh  of  the  Church,  Sabbath 
schools,  the  state  of  religion  and  morals,  home  missioad  and  church  exteuBion,  the 
spiritual  interests  of  our  countrymen  in  the  colonies  and  on  the  Continent,  with  the 
ever-extending  area  of  foreign  and  Jewish  missions.     If  1  do  not  touch  on  any  of 
these  topics  it  is  not  because  I  under-estimate  their  importance ;  they  embrace, 
indeed,  all  that  is  most  proper  and  essentially  the  work  and  business  of  a  Christian 
Chnrch.    There  is  one  department,  however,  of  the  Church's  work  which  has  beou 
very  frequently  referred  to,  and  which,  directly  or  indirectly,  has  occupied  much  of 
yonr  thoughts  during  this  Assembly — the  matter,  namely,  of  theological  education 
— (applause) — the  training  of  students  for  the  ministry,  and  the  proviaion  made  in 
our  several  colleges  for  this  purpose — ^a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  Cliurcb, 
to  every  separate  congregation,  and  to  every  individual  member  of  the  Church. 
(Applause.)     That  it  should  attract  much  attention  and  awaken  much  iutereat  in 
not  surprising.     Having  for  a  number  of  years,  however  unworthily,  been  convener 
of  the  College  Committee,  I  shall  be  excuued,  I  hope,  in  dwelling  for  a  little  on  some 
aspects  of  this  subject,  which  it  may  be  of  importance  for  us  to  keep  in  view. 
(Applause.)     I  shall  not  meddle  with  anything  which  has  recently  been  matter  of 
controversy  amongst  us.     The  mere  fact  of  such  controversy  is  enough  to  show  the 
importance  of  having  the  subject  looked  at  more  frequently,  and  in  all  its  bearings. 
Besides,  you  have  been  taking  a  most  important  step  in  the  filling  up  of  the  vacancy 
in  the  New  College,  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  one  eminently  distinguished  by 
his  ability  and  theological  learning.     (Applauue.)     We  cannot  shut  our  eyes  to  the 
issues  involved  in  every  such  appointment ;  and  we  cannot  but  desire,  on  behalf  of 
our  brother  who  is  called  to  occupy  the  vacant  chair,  that  he  may  have  grace  given 
him  to  discharge  its  duties  with  wisdom  and  fidelity.     (Applause.)     I  feel  sure  that, 
with  the  Divine  blessing,  he  will  not  disappoint  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
the  Church.     (Applause.) 

The  relation  of  the  Church  and  its  ministry  to  the  learning,  sciences,  and  culture 
of  the  age  is  a  subject  at  once  interesting,  important,  and  difficult.  There  is  nothing 
to  be  more  deprecated  than  a  separation  and  estrangement  between  faith  and  science, 
between  religion  and  culture.  There  is  a  danger  in  this  direction  at  the  present 
day,  an  unwholesome  tendency  to  jealousy  and  distrust  on  either  side.  Against  that 
we  have  to  be  on  our  guard.  (Applause.)  A  living  Church  should  not  be  an  illi- 
terate Chnrch.     It  must  not  think  to  dispense  with  learning  as  of  no  use  to  it.    All 
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troe  knowledge,  secular  as  well  as  sacred,  should  have  "  Holiness  to  the  Lord  " 
inscribed  upon  it,  and  be  consecrated  as  an  offering  on  His  altar ;  and  it  is  only  a 
living  Church  which  can  make  this  highest  use  of  knowledge  in  all  its  branches. 
ITnleamed  ChristiaQe,  indeed,  may  be  livlDg  Christians;  we  bless  God  for  it  The 
great]  majority  of  Christians  are  of  necessity  unlearned ;  that  does  not  militate 
against  the  soundness  of  their  faith  or  the  reasonableness  of  it — (applause) — ^many, 
like  Cowper's  "  Cottager," 

"  Weaving  at  her  own  door, 
Pillow  and  bobbins  all  her  little  store. 
Just  knows,  and  knows  no  more,  her  Bible  tru.e-^ 
A  truth  the  brilliant  Frenchman  never  knew — 
And  in  that  charter  reads  with  sparkling  eyes 
Her  title  to  a  treasure  in  the  skies." 

(Applause.)  Assuredly  the  faith  of  the  Christian,  whether  learned  or  unlearned, 
does  not  stand  in  the  wisdom  of  man,  but  in  the  power  of  God.  But  the  Church 
must  not  be  unlearned ;  cannot  content  herself  with  an  illiterate  ministry;  cannot 
turn  her  back  on  the  discoveries  of  science  or  the  investigation  of  criticism ;  must 
not  attempt  to  ignore  the  difficulties  or  objections  which  may  arise  in  consequence; 
must  be  able  to  look  at  them  and  deal  with  them  calmly,  wisely,  and  reverently, 
through  the  agency  of  her  scholars  and  professors :  while  none  of  her  ministers 
should  be  uninformed  or  utterly  in  the  dark  in  regard  to  such  subject'^.  (Ap- 
plause.) It  has  been  characteristic  of  the  Scottish  people  since  the  Reformation  the 
importance  they  attach  to  an  educated  ministry.  Those  whom  they  are  to  listen 
to  every  Sabbath  as  their  instructors,  they  expect  to  be  better  informed  than  them- 
selves in  various  branches  of  knowledge,  both  secular  and  sacred.  It  is  a  reasonable 
demand;  and  if  the  Scottish  Churches  are  to  maintain  their  place  and  influence 
among  the  Scottish  people,  they  must  be  at  more  pains  than  ever  to  provide  for  the 
careful  training  and  thorough  instruction  of  those  who  are  to  occupy  their  pulpits. 
(Applause.)  The  education  of  the  people  is  advancing,  and  the  education  of  the 
ministry  must  advance  in  proportion.  (Applause.)  There  was  a  time,  indeed  not 
very  remote,  when  little  was  expected  of  a  minister  in  many  quarters — his  work 
counted  so  easy,  requiring  so  little  strength  either  of  mind  or  body,  that  the 
weakest  of  the  family — the  lad  with  least  energy  and  capacity — was  thought  good 
enough  to  make  a  minister  of.  (Laughter.)  I  need  scarcely  say  these  were  times 
of  deaduess  and  Modcratism.  The  ministry  was  despised  because  its  real  end  and 
purpose  were  not  understood.  (Hear,  hear.)  But  it  is  otherwise  now.  We  need 
the  very  best  for  the  ministry  of  the  Word ;  and  there  is  nothing  more  encouraging 
at  the  present  day  than  the  fact  that  the  Church  has  not  only  more  students  than 
ever,  but  that  every  year  some  of  the  most  distinguished  students  in  our  universities 
are  offering  themselves  for  the  ministry  at  home  or  for  missionary  work  abroad. 
(Applause.)  No  wonder  the  Church  should  feel  the  importance  of  everything  con. 
nected  with  our  theological  colleger,  and  should  be  supremely  solicitous  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  those  to  whom  she  entrusts  the  training  of  her  students.  (Applause.) 
It  must  not  surprise  us  at  times  if  there  is  an  over-jealousy  displayed  in  this  respect. 
(Hear,  hear.)  While  insisting  on  superior  parts  and  superior  education  as  needed 
in  the  present  day  in  a  higher  degree  than  ever  on  the  part  of  those  who  enter  the 
ministry,  my  brethren,  I  am  sure,  will  not  misunderstand  me.  We  do  not  forget 
that  something  else  is  needed  of  a  higher  kind.  A  true  minister  of  the  gospel  must 
be  called  of  God,  and  taught  by  Him ;  something  needed  which  man  cannot  impart 
— an  unction  from  the  Holy  One — a  touching  of  heart  and  lips  with  fire  from  on 
high.  But  that  does  not  supersede  the  necessity,  or  exonerate  us  from  the  obliga- 
tion, to  cultivate  as  far  as  possible  those  natural  gifts  which  are  most  available  for 
the  service  of  God  in  the  ministry  of  the  Word ;  yet  not  thoroughly  available  for 
that  high  end  unless  cultivated  and  improved  to  the  uttermost.  Moreover,  we  must 
not  be  supposed  to  undervalue  the  work  of  the  home  misaionary,  evangelist,  or  lay 
preacher.  That  has  sometimes  been  regarded  with  jealousy  and  distrust*  as  irregular, 
and  liable  to  much  abuse.  We  have  surely  learned  by  this  time  that  such  agency 
should  have  a  recognised  place  in  every  well-organised  Church.  (Applause.)  Its 
blessed  fruits  are  so  manifest  that,  whatever  its  occasional  abuses  may  be,  it  is  clearly 
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ovned  of  God,  and  therefore  to  be  recognised  and  wisely  directed  by  tlie  Chnrcb. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Bat  the  stated  work  of  the  ministry  is  something  else,  or  rather  some- 
thing more.  He  who  is  to  continue  for  many  years — perhaps  for  a  whole  lifetime — 
preaching  to  one  congregation — exhorting,  admonishing,  instructing,  or  comforting, 
according  to  the  evervarying  experiences  of  its  individual  members — needs  large 
resources  and  special  training.  To  give  him  that  wider  knowledge  and  more  exact 
acquaintance  with  divine  truth  in  its  several  parts  and  relations — this  is  the  object 
immediately  contemplated  in  our  colleges  or  divinity  halls.     (Applause.) 

The  work  to  be  done  In  these  institutions  may,  indeed,  be  viewed  iu  two  aspects, 
viz.,  the  furnishing  of  the  student  with  ample  materials,  and  the  teaching  him  how 
to  use  them — the  one,  though  properly  subordinate  to  the  other,  necessarily  occupy- 
ing a  greater  amount  of  time  and  attention.  The  primary  and  immediate  object  is 
the  introducing  of  the  student  into  the  wi<le  field  of  theological  learning  in  its  several 
departments,  giving  him  such  elementary  instruction  and  guidance  as  will  enable 
him  to  prosecute  such  studies  further  for  himself  in  any  requisite  direction  with  a 
view  to  his  life-work.  This  is,  indeed,  but  a  subordinate  object ;  but  yet,  of  necessity, 
it  occupies  most  of  the  student's  time  and  attention  in  the  hall.  The  Church  at 
large,  indeed,  expects  naturally  enough  that  the  students  in  our  colleges  should, 
above  all  tilings,  be  instructed  in  what  is  to  be  their  proper  business  as  ministers  of 
the  gospel — taught  what  they  have  to  do  in  the  pulpit,  and  as  regards  all  the  duties 
of  the  pastoral  office.  Pastoral  theology  has,  in  fact,  a  distinct  place  in  the  course 
of  study  in  our  halls.  (Applause.)  But  we  are  spt  to  expect  too  much  here.  What 
can  be  taught  or  learned  of  this  kind  in  the  class-room  is  necessarily  very  limited; 
what  is  really  practical  must  be  learned  by  practice.  At  the  hall  the  student  is 
furnished  with  materials  for  his  work^  an  instrument  is  put  into  his  hand,  a  tool,  as 
it  were,  the  end  and  purpose  of  which  is  explained  to  him,  but  it  is  only  by  using  it 
himself  that  he  can  ever  learn  to  use  it  aright.  (Hear,  hear.)  Yet  we  cannot  forget 
there  may  be  something  in  the  teaching  of  the  Professor  which  will  exert  a  powerful 
influence  on  the  student  in  that  particular  direction ;  but  it  is  the  spirit  of  his  teaching 
rather  than  any  formal  instruction  conveyed.  None  of  you,  fathers  and  brethren, 
can  be  at  any  loss  to  understand  what  that  means — (applause) — who  remember  the 
great  man — great  as  a  man  and  greater  still  as  a  Christian  man — who  occupied  the 
Chair  of  Theology  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh  for  fifteen  years  before  the  Dis- 
ruption, and  presided  over  our  infant  college  during  the  earlier  years  of  the  Free 
Chnrch.  (Applause.)  Which  of  us  who  had  the  privilege  to  study  under  him  can 
ever  forget  the  influence  exerted  on  us  by  such  a  teacher,  the  impulse  given  in  the 
direction  of  what  was  high  and  holy  and  earnest  in  connection  with  the  life-work 
before  us,  the  impression  we  carried  of  the  true  nature  and  end  of  the  Christian 
ministry,  what  a  minister  was  to  aim  at,  and  what  his  true  calling  is.  By  the  spirit 
which  thus  breathed  throughout  his  teaching  he  has  left  his  stamp  on  the  ministry 
of  the  Chnrch  for  more  than  one  generation.  (Applause.)  Thus  being  dead  he  yet 
speaketh.     (Hear,  hear.) 

But  to  return  to  the  immediate  work  of  our  colleges,  as  necessarily  occupied  to 
a  large  extent  with  the  learning  of  the  profession — with  theology  in  its  scientific 
form  and  in  its  various  branches — I  venture  to  advert  for  a  moment  to  the  views 
which  may  be  entertained  of  the  relative  importance  of  some  of  these  ditferent 
branches  or  departments  of  theological  study.  (1.)  It  is  not  wonderful  that  at  the 
present  day  apologetics  should  have  a  large  place  in  the  attention  and  interest 
both  of  professors  and  students.  The  tone  of  the  age,  and  its  prevailing  currents 
of  thought,  are  more  than  enough  to  account  for  this.  Certainly  it  is  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  we  should  have  some  among  our  ministers  or  professors  thoroughly 
competent  to  deal  with  unbelief — (hear,  hear) — in  its  various  forms,  well  acquainted 
with  the  ground  it  takes,  and  ready  to  meet  its  every  assault.  For  this,  laborious 
study  and  careful  training  are  essential.  Tet,  perhaps,  there  is  a  tendency  at  pre- 
sent to  be  too  much  occupied  with  the  apologetic  branch  of  theology — too  fond  of 
the  battlefield  between  faith  and  unbelief,  affording,  as  It  does,  such  wide  scope  for 
the  exercise  of  dialectic  skill,  and  for  the  resources  of  the  most  varied  learning. 
But  it  will  not  do  to  be  always  on  the  defensive — (hear,  hear) — or  all  of  us  on 
the  defensive.  The  eivUat  dei,  the  city  of  onr  God,  should  have  valiant  and  skilful 
defenders  on  its  walls  and  outworks ;  but  that  were  to  little  purpose  if  the  citizens 
be  not  fed,  maintained  in  health  and  vigour,  and  so  able  to  go  about  their  daily 
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work  and  business.    The  special  skill  of  the  apologist  has  little  to  do  with  the 
proper  work  of  the  ministry,  which  is  to  feed  the  Chorch  of  Qod.     (2.)  There 
is  another  branch  of  theological  stndy  which,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  tendency 
at  present  to  undervalue  and  to  depreciatt: — I  mean  systematic  theology,  in  which 
the  definite  statement  of  the  several  truths  of  revelation  ia  aimed  at  with  as  mneh 
exactness  as   possible,  and  their  arrangement  in  systematic  order.    This,  as  a 
study,  is  not  only  undervalued  but  decried.     (Hear,  hear.)     We  might  almost  say 
there  is  no  topic  relating  to  religion  on  which  we  hear  and  read  more  nonsenae. 
Doctrinal  definition — any  attempt  to  systematise  the  truths  revealed  in  Seriptare — is 
denounced  as  fruitful  of  error  and  unbelief;  to  be  trammelled  by  theological  dogmas 
is  at  utter  variance  with  Christian  liberty.     But  if  the  trntha  of  revelation  are  not  to 
be  put  in  a  definite  form  or  stated  with  any  precision,  then  we  shall  soon  be  adrift 
on  a  sea  of  unsettled  opinion,  of  vague  sentiment,  or  presumptnona  speculation. 
(Applause.)     A  sermon  certainly  should  not  be  a  theological  treatise — (hear,  hear) 
— the  preacher  is  something  else  than  the  theologian ;  but  no  preaeher  and  no 
interpreter  of  Scripture  is  to  be  relied  on  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  forms  and 
mutual  relations  of  Christian  doctrine,  as  well  as  with  the  history  of  their  develop- 
ment or  definition;  in  short,  not  well  acquainted  with  the  g^eat  landmarks  of 
systematic  theology.     (Hear,  hear,  and  applause.)    A  field  of  thought  which  has 
occupied  the  vast  intellect  and  comprehensive  mind  of  a  Calvin,  which  haa  been 
gone  over  in  various  directions  by  the  Ameses,  and  Turretines,  and  De  Witts  of  a 
later  century,  and  traversed  anew  in  our  own  day  by  a  Chalmers,  a  Cunningham, 
and  a  Hodge — (applause) — that  is  a  field  of  stndy  we  should  be  slow  to  abandon, 
and  in  which  we  trust  our  students  will  continue,  as  of  old,  to  be  carefully  trained 
and  exercised.     (Applause.)     (3.)  There  is,  however,  another  branch  of  study  which 
engages  more  attention  now  than  at  any  former  period,  and  deservedly  too — I  mean 
exegetical  theology,  embracing  everything  that  bears  upon  the  right  interpretation 
of  Scripture,  on  the  explanation  or  illustration  of  its  meaning — a  field  of  study  as 
extensive  as  it  is  important;  of  vital  consequence  to  those  whose  business  for  life 
will  be  to  interpret,  expound,  and  apply  the  Word  of  Qod  for  the  instruction  of  the 
Christian  people.     (Applause.)     If  there  is  any  branch  of  sacred  learning  in  which 
our  students  should  be  more  carefully  grounded  than  another,  it  is  this.    It  is  in 
this  department,  too,  of  theological  science  that  the  greatest  progress  has  been 
made  in  recent  times.     The  immense  accumulation  of  materials  during  the  last 
half  century  available  for  the  further  illustration  of  Scripture,  grammatical,  critical, 
and  archseological — the  progress  made  in  the  more  exact  knowledge  of  the  original 
languages  of  Scripture,  especially  the  Hebrew — the  discovery  and  deciphering  of  so 
many  monuments  of  antiquity,  Egyptian,  AEsyrian,  and  Babylonian — all  this  has 
given  a  renewed  impulse  to  Biblical  studies.     To  introduce  our  students  into  this 
wide  field,  to  awaken  their  interest,  to  direct  their  studies,  to  g^ard  them  against 
mistakes  and  misleading  influences,  to  teach  them  the  principles  of  sound  inter- 
pretation, to  imbue  them  with  a  devout  and  reverent  spirit  in  the  handling  of  the 
Divine  Word — there  is  no  work  to  be  done  in  our  colleges  more  important  to  the 
Church  than  this — (hear,  hear,  and  applause) — ^none  requiring  higher  gifts,  more 
varied  and  special  qualifications  on  the  part  of  those  engaged  in  it.     (Hear,  hear.) 
The  recent  publication  of  the  revised  version  of  the  New  Testament  is  likely  to 
awaken  a  wider  intercBt,  and  to  direct  more  general  attention  than  before  to  the 
subject  of  Scripture  exegesis  and  the  various  questions  connected  with  it.     (Hear, 
hear.)     It  will  furnish  at  once  a  new  stimulus  and  a  new  help  to  a  more  exact  stndy 
of  the  sacred  volume  throughout  all  tho  English-speaking  Churches  of  Britain, 
America,  and  the  colonies.     The  members  of  our  Churches  will  expect  to  be  informed 
and  instructed  on  such  subjects  far  more  than  formerly — ministers  must  be  prepared 
to  meet  this  demand  without  fear  and  without  reserve,  wisely,  indeed,  and  with  doe 
cantion,  guarding  those  whom  they  instruct  against  the  errors  into  which  imperfect 
knowledge  might  betray  them  ;  yet  not  doubting  that  by  sneh  instruction  they  will 
lead  their  people  to  a  more  intelligent  perusal  of  Scripture,  and  a  more  thorough 
understanding  of  its  true  meaning  and  purport. 

I  have  ventured  thus  far  to  enlarge  on  some  departments  of  theological  study 
which  claim  special  attention  at  the  present  day,  and  should  be  diligently  cultivated 
in  our  several  colleges.  But  what,  after  all,  is  the  end  and  purpose  for  which 
we  subject  oar  students  to  such  lengthened  and  laborious  preparation  1    Kot  to 


TUESDAY,  MAY  31,  1881.  315 

vikft  tkem  merelj  learned  divines,  able  controreraialifits,  or  even  professors ;  bat 
WBly  ud  before  ererything  else,  that  they  should  be  preachers  of  the  Word — able 
MiUnof  the  New  Covenant,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth  so  as  to  give  to 
Wy  MM  hii  due  portion,  that  which  is  snited  to  his  circumstances  and  expcri- 
•fi^tku  ** feeding  the  flock" — the  Church  of  the  living  God.  I  have  already 
[-  Hidtbtt  pro/eaaor  can  do  little  directly,  by  lectures  or  le&sons  in  the  class,  to 
I  nb  kit  stadentB  effective  preachers  or  eucceasfui  pastors.  His  tone  and  spirit, 
^  ^^i'ti,  Btty  exert  a  powerfal  influence  in  thia  direction,  but  the  practical  work  of 
r-  4i  Btiiigtrf  is  only  to  be  learned  by  practice.  (Hear,  hear.)  You,  fathers  and 
■M^,  who  hare  been  engaged  in  that  work  for  longer  or  shorter  periods,  will 
[  .Molly  agree  with  me  when  I  say  that  the  work  of  the  pulpit  is  the  highest  and 
^* i^Mt  inportant  part  of  oar  ministerial  office.     (Applause.)    It  is  a  varied  ministry, 

■  *ibed,  with  which  we  are  charged — private  dntiea  as  well  as  public — with  manifold 
=  ^fportuitiea  and  inflnences  which  we  are  called  upon  to  improve ;  bat  assuredly  it 
jbaiapreadier  of  the  glorioua  gospel  of  the  blessed  God  that  a  minister  occupies 
iii  higheat  position  and  exerts  his  greatest  influence.  (Applause.)  Wc  sometimes 
mu  it  said  that  the  pulpit  has  lost  its  power,  that  the  press  has  supplanted  it — 
levipapers,  magazines,  and  reviews  arc  now  the  great  instructors  of  the  people,  doing 
tW  work  formerly  done  by  the  pulpit,  uud  doing  it  more  elTectively.  What  can  be 
■id  by  the  preacher  which  is  not  better  said  through  the  manifold  channels  of  our 
isiodical  literature  ?  But  in  much  that  is  said  of  this  kind  there  is  a  total  mis- 
pprthenaion  of  what  is  the  preacher's  proper  sphere  and  special  power,  as  dis- 
i^wahed  from  that  of  the  author  or  the  journalist.  It  were  a  great  mistake, 
ideed,  to  andervalne  the  press,  or  think  lightly  of  its  place  and  influence,  of  the 
tient,  the  intellectual  power,  and  literary  bkill  displayed  in  muny  of  our  daily, 
•eklT,and  monthly  periodicals.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  cannot  overcBtimate  the  ucrvices 
WB  rendered  to  the  cause  of  truth,  of  justice,  of  civilisation,  and  fecial  progress. 
Hi  the  province  of  the  press  and  that  of  the  pulpit  are  difi'ercnt  and  distinct,  how- 
rtr  eloaely  they  may  approach  at  certain  points.  (Hear,  hear.)  Tiiere  is,  indeed, 
I  eaaential  difference  between  written  and  oral  instruction  as  regards  the  peculiar 
iflnence  of  the  speakers  presence  and  personality,  the  direct  intercourse  of  mind 
Uli  mind,  and  heart  with  heart,  through  the  living  voice.  But,  apart  from  that 
together,  the  pulpit  has  a  sphere  of  its  own  as  regards  the  aspect  of  human  nature 
id  the  forma  of  human  experience  with  which  it  has  to  <lcal ;  and  not  less  as 
fgvda  the  special  truth  it  has  to  proclaim  and  apply.     If  the  preacher  fancies  that 

■  ba^iness  is  to  instruct  the  people  in  science,  or  politics,  or  political  ecouomy,  if 
t  occupies  himself  with  the  social  questions  or  public  topics  of  the  day,  he  will  soon 
ad  that  the  press  has  an  immense  advantage  over  him  in  the  treatment  uf  such 
atters.  Not  so  if  he  deals  with  the  troubled  conscience,  and  addres.-^us  to  the 
izioos  son]  the  mes9<ige  of  mercy  contained  in  the  goepel.  If  he  is  seeking  to 
iply  the  divinely-appointed  remedy  to  tho  inward  wound  and  deep  sore  of  our  fallen 
itnre,  if  he  knows  how  to  speak  a  word  in  bcason  to  him  that  is  wearv,  to  comfort 
le  afflicted  soul,  to  direct  the  inquirer,  to  bring  back  the  wanderer,  to  estubliAh  the 
ak  and  wavering,  he  will  not  want  for  open  cars — for  a  wide  and  willing  audience. 
!tre  the  preacher  haa  a  field  all  his  own,  and  need  not  fear  to  be  &u])pl:intcd  in 
.  To  all  my  brethren,  more  especially  my  younger  brethren  in  the  ministry, 
would  say,  let  as  more  than  ever  take  this  view  of  our  ministry,  as  the  ministry 

'  reconciliatiun.  This  is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  our  office,  our  principal 
Miness  and  high  privilege,  to  pray  men,  in  Chrisfs  stead,  to  be  reconciled  to 
od.  He  who  haa  this  most  constantly  before  him — whose  work  in  the  pulpit  is 
mi  thoroughly  pervaded  by  the  apostolic  resolution  to  know  nothing  fi:non;;st  his 
seple  but  Jesus  Christ  and  Ilim  crucified — will  be  the  moat  cifective  and  successful 
ceaeher*  He  wields  a  power  altogether  disiiuet  from  th :  influence  ej:ertcd  by 
imaa  tmlent  or  genins;  for  the  preaching  of  the  cross  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
iTstion  to  every  one  that  believcth.     (Applause.) 

And  now,  fathers  and  brethren,  ere  we  separate,  let  me  thank  you  not  only 
r  the  honour  you  did  me  in  placing  me  in  this  chair,  but  for  the  support  which 
m  have  uniformly  afl:urded  me  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties,  and,  moreover, 
r  the  indulgence  which  yon  have  shown  to  my  manifest  shortcomings.  If  any 
other  has  fell  himself  aggrieved  by  anything  I  have  done  or  baid  in  the  chair, 
beg  he  will  forgive  the  fault,  and  rest  assured  that  any  such  uiTcnce  was  most 
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Dnintentionad  oa  my  part.  (Applaase.)  For  myself,  I  shall  always  cherish  a  lirelj 
remembrance  of  the  kindness  and  consideration  I  have  met  with  from  every  member 
of  this  hoose. 

Now,  the  Qod  of  peace,  that  brought  ag^in  from  the  dead  oor  Lord  Jesos,  that 
great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep,  thronfrh  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant,  make  yoa 
perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  His  will,  working  in  you  that  which  is  weU-pleasing 
in  His  sight,  through  Jesns  Christ,  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.     Ameo. 

His  address  concluded,  the  MOD£ftA.TOR  said — Fathers  and  brethren,  as  this 
Assembly  was  constituted  in  the  name  and  under  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Jeina 
Christ  (here  the  members  and  audience  rose  to  their  feet),  the  only  King  and  Head 
of  the  Church,  in  the  same  name,  and  by  the  same  authority,  I  now  dissolve  thia 
Assembly,  and  appoint  the  next  Qeneral  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland 
to  meet  on  Thursday  the  18th  day  of  May  1882,  at  twelve  o'clock  noon. 

Prayer  was  then  engaged  in,  and  afterwards,  according  to  nsnal  custom,  the 
Assembly  sang  the  four  verses  of  the  122d  Psalm,  beginning  "Pray  that  Jerasalem 
may  have  peace  and  felicity."  The  benediction  was  then  pronounced,  and  the 
Assembly  of  1881  brought  to  a  termination. 
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No.  ofMiniften 

participating  in  the 

Faxideach  ynar. 

Amonnt 

of  Diyidend 

paid  each  year. 

No.  of  Mbditers 

who  drew  foil 

equal  DiyidewL 

1844 

£68,704  14  8 

583 

£105  0  0 

470 

1845 

77,630  12  0 

627 

122  0  0 

557 

1846 

82,681  17  4 

672 

122  0  0 

580 

1847 

88,117  16  10 

673 

120  0  0 

590 

1848 

88,996  9  5 

684 

128  0  0 

596 

1849 

87,115  8  4 

705 

123  0  0 

623 

1850 

89,764  3  6 

720 

123  0  0 

680 

1851 

91,527  8  8 

736 

123  0  0 

668 

1852 

90,794  10  5 

745 

122  0  0 

675 

1858 

90,885  8  0 

759 

121  0  0 

691 

1854 

94,636  10  6 

765 

119  0  0 

696 

1855 

103,553  17  3 

786 

132  0  0 

700 

1856 

108,972  12  5 

790 

140  0  0 

712 

1857 

108,638  4  5 

811 

138  0  0 

700 

1858 

108,920  7  0 

825 

138  0  0 

703 

1859 

110,141  11  8 

827 

138  0  0 

713 

1860 

109,259  17  11 

846 

135  0  0 

723 

1861 

112,093  5  0 

859 

138  0  0 

731 

1862 

112,616  6  5 

872 

137  0  0 

724 

1863 

114,292  19  9 

885 

137  0  0 

722 

1864 

115,784  19  6 

894 

138  0  0 

716 

1865 

119,450  3  11 

903 

144  0  0 

710 

1866 

120,296  11  5 

902 

143  0  0 

741 

1867 

121,725  6  8 

917 

144  0  0 

781 

1868 

131,312  10  5 

928 

150  0  0 

728 

1869 

'  132,125  16  7 

942 

150  0  0 

740 

1870 

131,262  19  1 

947 

150  0  0 

757 

1871 

137,034  14  6 

948 

150  0  0 

776 

1872 

137,677  15  5 

957 

150  0  0 

778 

1873 

136,322  19  10 

969 

150  0  0 

783 

1874 

152,112  8  4 

975 

150  0  0 

770 

1875 

163,696  16  0 

997 

157  0  0 

772 

1876 

166,427  9  3 

1014 

157  0  0 

774 

1877 

172,641  18  8 

1059 

157  0  0 

761 

1878 

179,092  12  1 

1075 

157  0  0 

766 

1879 

175,990  0  5 

1094 

160  0  0 

776 

1880 

171,719  10  9 

1095 

160  0  0 

791 

Explanatory  Nots. 

In  the  unoant  of  the  Snstentation  Fund  each  year  ia  included  not  merely  the 
Contributiona  from  Miniaterial  Chargea,  bat  alao  the  Gontributiona  from  the 
Aaaociationa  of  Stationa,  which  are  tranamitted  to  the  Snatentation  Fond,  and 
are  retained  to  them. 

The  difference  between  the  namber  of  miniatera  participating  in  the  Soatenta* 
tion  Fund  and  the  number  drawing  the  full  amoimt  of  the  Dividend  ia  acoonnted 
for  by  miniatera  in  Equal  Dividend  Chargea  ordained  during  tbe  year,  alao  by 
miniatera  of  Church  Extension  Cbaigea,  or  oolleaguea  and  auoceaaora,  and  of  thoM 
under  apecial  arrangement  aa  to  the  amount  of  atipend  payable  to  them  from  the 
Suatentation  Fund. 

The  amount  of  the  Suatentation  Fund  participated  in  by  the  miniatera  of  the 
Free  Church  is  wholly  irrespective  of  the  Supplementa  paid  by  congregationa  to 
their  own  miniatenp  the  total  amount  of  which  for  the  year  1879>80  waa 
£69,712,  7a. 

OvnoBS  ov  TBI  Fru  Church  of  Sgotlaiii>» 

May  1881. 


FINANCIAL    REPORT 


OF  THX 


SUSTEKTATION    FUND    COMMITTEE 


Por  Year  ending  14th  May  1881. 


Total  amount  of  oontrfbutions  for  year  ending  15th  May  1881,    £171,976    9    0 
Do.  do.  1880,       171,719  10    9 

Incraase,  £256  18    3 

AsaocUtiona,  1881,           ....  £160,956  19    2 

Do.         1880,           ....  161,963  11  10 

Deoreaae,  £1,006  12    8 

Donationa  and  Legaciea,  1881,         .  £11,019    9  10 

Do.                  do.         1880,  9,755  18  11 

Increaae,  1,263  10  11 

Ketincreaae,  £256  18    3 


MnnsTKR8  oir  trx  Boll  aw  Prbsbyterixs  during  the  Ymar  xKDnro 

14th  May  1881. 

I.  BIjnibtxrs  not  on  the  Platfobh  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 

1.  Miniaters  of  CHnrch  Extension  Cbai^ea  all  ordained  prior  to 

15th  May  1880,  drawing  back  the  Contributiona  of  their  own 
Congregationa  np  to  the  amount  of  the  Equal  Dividend 
(See  Appendix  No.  11.), 72 

2.  Ministers  admitted  to  Church  Extension  Chargea  during  the 

year.     (See  Appendix  No.  III.), 6 

3.  Ministers  receiving  back  the  Contributions  of  their  Congre- 

gations with  special  allowances  from  the  Sustentation  Fund. 
(See  Appendix  No.  IV.), 51 

4.  Ministers  admitted  during  the  year  to  Congregations  specially 

arranged  with.     (See  Appendix  Nc'V.),      .  ...       8 

5.  Minister  not  on  the  Platform  loosed  from  his  dharge  during 

the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  VL), 1 

6.  Ministers  not  on  the  Platform  who  died  during  the  year.     (See 

Appendix  No.  VH), 5 

7*  Ministers  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  their  charges,  or 
invalided,  drawing  partial  Stipend  or  other  allowances.     (See 

Appendix  No.  V&.), 55 

—      198 

Carry  forward,  198 


4  ITNANGIAL  REPOBT  OF  THE  I. 

Brought  forward,        .        •  198 

II.   MiNISTBBS    ON    THK    PLATFORM    OV  THB  EqUAL  DlVlDJBMD,    KOT 
DBAWING  ▲  FULL  TRAR's  DIYIDKin),  ETC. 

1.  MinisterB  admitted  to  charges  daring  the  year.     (See  Appendix 

No.  IX.)y      •••...••..15 

2.  Ministers  who  have  died  daring  the  year.     (See  Appendix 

No.  X.), 18 

3.  Golleagaes  and  Saocessors  ordained  prior  to  15th  May  1880,  and 

still    on  the  roll  of  Presbyteries  as  such.     (See  Appendix 
No.  XL), 25 

4.  Ministers  admitted  as  CoUeagaes  and  Saocessors  daring  the  year. 

(See  Appendix  No.  XXL), 10 

5«  Colleagues  and  Saocessors  who  have  become  sole  Ministers  ia 
oonseqaenoe  of  the  death  of  the  senior  Minister  daring  the 
year.    (See  Appendix  No.  XIIL), 6 

6.  Ministers  translated  from    full    Equal    Dividend  charges    to 

Collegiate  charges.    (See  Appendix  No.  XIV.),       ...      4 

7.  Minister   translated  from  a  full  Equal  Dividend  charge  to 

a  Church  Extension  charge.     (See  Appendix  No.  XV.),  .       1 

8.  Minister  translated  from  a  Church  Extension  diarge  to  a  fall 

Equal  Dividend  charge.     (See  Appendix  No.  XVI.),       •        .       1 

9^  Ministers  who  have  obtained  Colleagues,  or  whose  Colleagues 
have  been  removed  during  the  year,  and  are  under  special 
arrangements.     (See  Appendix  No.-  XVII.),  •        ...       14 

10.  Ministers  who  have  resigned  or  have  been  loosed  from  their 

duoges  during  the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  XVIII.),         .         9 

—    m 

301 

HI,  MnmriBs  ok  the   Platform   drawiko   thb   full   tiar's 

DiTiDsiiD, 796 

Non.— In  cases  where  there  are  Colleiguea  (enumerated  above, 

n.  sect  3),  the  dindend  is  shared  between  the  Colleagaes.  •*— • 

Total  number  of  Ministers  on  the  Boll  of  Presbyteries 
during  the  year  ending  14th  May  1881,  as  returned  by 
Presbytery  Clerks^  including  retired  MinisterBy  .  1097 


ANALYSIS  OF  REVENUE 
For  Yxar  xkdino  14rH  Mat  1881. 
L  Balance  from  last  year,    .......     £1,052  15  10 

n.  Eevenue  from  Ministerial  Associations 
1880>81,  available  for  Equal  Divi- 
dend,          .£146,381  17    3 

IIL  Amount  of  Contributions  from  Church 
Extension  and  other  charges  (See  Ap- 
pendix No.  IL) 8,606  14    6 


Carry  forward,     £154^988  11     9    £1,052  15  10 


I.  8U8T1NTATION  f  UKD  OOKHXTTaB.  •    5 

Brought  forwai^      £154,968  11    9     £1,062  15  10 

IV.  Amoimt  of  ContribntionB  from  OosgregB* 
tions  ander  specuJ  arrangement!  (See 
Appendices  Nos.  IV.  and  V.)      •        •       4.1U  10    i 

v.  Amount  of  ContribntionB  from  yaeant 
Chnrch  Extenaion  charges  (See  Ap- 
pendix No.  XX.),        ....         314    8  10 

VL  Amount  of  Contribntions  from  StatiopB, 
payable  to  Home  Mis- 
sion Committee,       .   £1,169    1     8 
Highland  Committee, .         370     6     7 

1,539    8    3 

yn.  Amount  of  Donations  and  Legacies  for 

1880-81, 11,019    9  10 

171,976    9    0 

VIIL  Amoimt  of  Bank  interest  aTSilable  for 

1880-81, 431  18    4 

Total  Revenne  for  1880^1,         .  .  £173,461    3    2 

ALLOCATION  OF  FUND. 

Total  Fond,  as  above, £173,461     3    2 

Ded tief,  F^rst— 

L  Expenses  of  Management,  indnding  Tra^ 
veiling  Charges,  Postages,  Parcels,  etc 
(See  PubUc  Aocottnts),        .        .        .     £1,267  17    5 

n.  Printing  of  Books  for  Collectors,  Deacons, 
and  Treasurers,  and  other  Papers  fur- 
nished to  Congregations*  (See  Public 
Accounts) 295  16    7 

IIL  Proportion  of  Assembly  Expenses^  Public 
Accounts,  Record  sent  to  Ministers^ 
and    Treasurer's    Department.       (See 

Public  Accounts) 1,065  13  10 

2,629    7  10 

£170,831  15    4 
Dedudf  Second^ 

L  Contributions  from  Territorial  and  Church 
Extension  Charges  returned  to  them  up 
to  the  Amount  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 
(See  Appendix  No.  IE.),      .  .     £8,400    1     9 

n.  Contributions  from  Congregations  under 
special  arrangements  returned  to 
them.     (See  Appendix  No.  IV.),         .        3,684    3  11 

HL  Allowances  from  Fund  to  said  Congrega- 
tions.    (See  Appendix  No.  IV.),         .        4,187    6    5 

IV.  Contributions  from  CongregatioBS  under 
special  arrangements,  in  which  Minis- 
ters were  settled  during  the  year.  (See 
Appendix  No.  v.),     ....  430    6     5 

Carryforward,      £16,701  18    6  £170,831  15    4 


6     .  nXAMOIAL  REPORT  OF  THS  L 

Brought  forwmid,  £16,701  18    6  £170^31  15    4 

v.  Allowances  from  Fnnd  to  nid  Goiigr^;a- 

tioDB.     (See  Appendix  No.  V.),  .  434  12  11 

VL  Amount  payable  to  Minister  not  on  the 
platform  of  the  Eqnal  DiTidend,  loosed 
from  his  Charge  daring  the  year.  (See 
Appendix  No.  VL), 124  18    3 

VIL  Amoont  payable  to  Ministers  not  on 
the  platform  who  died  dnring  the 
year.     (See  Appendix  No.  VIL),  138    3    5 

VIIL  Amoont  payable  to  Ministers  retired  or  ' 
inralided,  or  who,  nnder  special  arrange- 
ments, draw  partial  Stipend  or  other 
aUowaocek   (See  Appendix  No.  VIIL),  822    Q    0 

IX.  Amount  of  Contribntious  from  (Thnrch 
Extension  or  other  Charges,  during 
Tacancy.or  otherwise.  (See  Appendix 
No.  XX.), 314    8  10 

X.  Amount  of  ContributionB  from  Stations 
paid  orer  to  the  Home  Mission  and  High- 
land Committees,  per  Public  Accounts,       1,639    8    3 

20,076  10    2 


DeduO^  Third— 

L  Sums  to  Widows  of  Ministers  who  have 
died  during  the  year.  (See  Public 
Accounts),         .        •        .        .        .        £934  10    0 

n.  Amount  claimed  by  the  Widows'  and 
Orphans*  Fund  of  the  Free  (Thurch  for 
the  following  Congregations  vacant  at 
16th  May  1881  :— 

L  CoHi. 

t,  KfrkiiiicliAel(A). 

8.  Strmtiidon  A  Glenbackei 
4.  Majbolau 
6.  Otnioastie. 

6.  Ochiltne. 

7.  Lyteter. 

9.  Dornoch. 
9.  DtmdM,  Gbapelflhadfli 

10.  FortobeUo. 

11.  Bdinlmigh,  Oowgstehead. 
IS.  GlirTstoii. 

15.  OlMgow,  Barony. 
14.         „       Blocludrn, 

16.  ,,       London  Boad. 
le.  WhltdndL 


£150,766    6    2 


17.  OfMnock,  Konntpork. 

18.  Tester. 

19.  FnllArton. 

20.  Bowmorai 

21.  Kilmonr. 

22.  DnnnUder. 
28.  CainiraUi. 
24.  Back. 

26.  Tyrea 

26.  Faialqr,  OaeUc. 

27.  „      Xiddle. 

28.  Lerwick. 

29.  North  Uist 

80.  Stranraer. 

81.  FeanL 

82.  Kinlochbervie.  224     0     0 


1,168  10    0 


Amount  available  for  Equal  Dividend,        £149,697  16    2 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  EQUAL  DIVIDEND. 

L  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  admitted 
during  the  year  to  Charges  on  the 
Equal  Dividend,  exclusive  of  Col- 
leagues.    (See  Appendix  No.  DL),      .   £1,323  18    6 

Carryforward,        £1,323  18    6 


I.  Bn8TSMTA.TI0N  FUND  COKXITTSK.  7 

Bronght  f orwanl,        £1,323  18    5 

XL  Amoiint  payable  to  RepresentativeB  of 
Mmisten  who  have  died  during  the 
year,  being  proportion  dae  at  death. 
(See  Appendix  "No.  X),       .  .      1,251     3    6 

IIL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  admitted 
as  CoUeagues  and  Successors  during 
the  year.     (See  Appendix  No.  XIL),  456  15    9 

IV.  Amount  payable  to  Colleagues  who  have 
become  sole  Ministers  in  consequence 
of  the  death,  during  the  year,  of  the 
Senior  Minister.  (See  Appendix  No. 
Xm.) 803    7    4 

V.  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  translated 
from  full  Equal  Dividend  Charges  to 
Collegiate  Charges.  (See  Appendix 
No.  XIV.), 588  12    2 

VL  Amount  payable  to  Minister  translated 
from  a  iuH  Equal  Dividend  Charge  to 
a  Churoh    Extension   Charge.      (See 

Appendix  No.  XV.) 106     1     6 

VII.  Amount  payable  to  Minister  translated 
from  a  Church  Extension  Charge  to 
a  full  Equal  Dividend  Charge.  (See 
Appendix  No.  XVL),         .        .        .  22  15  10 

VOL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  who  have 
obtained  CoUeages,  or  whose  Col- 
leagues have  been  removed  during  the 
year,  and  aro  under  special  arrange- 
ments.    (See  Appendix  No.  XVII.),    .     1,546  18    0 

IX  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  who  have 
resigned  or  have  been  loosed  from  their 
Charges  during  the  year.  (See  Appen- 
dix No.  XVIIL),        .        .        .        .        616    9     1 

X.  Amount  returned  to  vacant  Congrogations 
under  Regulations  of  Assembly.  (See 
Appendix  No.  XIX),  .        .        166  10    0 

XL  Amount  payable  to  Ministers  drawing 
full  Dividend,   or  divisible    between 

Colleagues, 127,360    0    0 

£134,241  11     7 

Xn.  Surplus  Fund, 15,356    3    7 

£149,597  15     2 


Airaoa  TO  nxASGUL 


APPENDIX. 


Ko.  L 

COMPABATIVE  VIEW  OF  DEDUCTIONS  FBOM  THE  gUSTKHTATIOS 

FUM)  FOB  YEARS  ISSO-ISSL 

1S8L  188a 

L  Expetiftes  of  MiaagcmeBl^  Tntdliag 
Chirget,  pMtaf^  P««di^  etc.  See 
p.  5 £1,«87  17    6       Xl,088    7  10 

IL  Printing  of  Book*  for  CoUeefcon^  DeacoBi^ 

and  Treamuren,  tod  niher  Vmpen  for- 

nithed  to  Coogregationt.    See  p.  5,    .        296  16    7  208    3    4 

IIL  Proportion  of  Ajsembly  Ezpenaea,  PnUio 

AccottnUy  Record  tent  to  Ifiniafteniy 

and  Troaaomr'a  Department    See  p.  5,     1,066  18  10         1,020  15    8 
IT.  Contribntiona  from    Church   Eactenaion 

Cbargea  returned  to  them  op  to  the 

amount  of  the  Equal  DiTidend.  (See 

'    Appendix  No.  n.) 8,400    1     9         9,166    2    4 

y.  Contributiona  from  Ckmgregationa  apeol- 

ally  arranged  with.    (See  Appendioea 

Noa.  IV.  and  V.) 4,114  10    4         3,656    0   4 

VI.  Allowance  from  Fund  to  aaid  Congrega- 

tiona.  (See  Appendioea  KoB.  IV.  and  v.),   4,621  19    4         3,926    2    7 
VIL  Amount    paid  to  Miniatera  not  on  the 

Platform,  loosed  from  their  Ohargea 

during  the  year.    (See  Appendix  No. 

VI.) 124  18    8  97    9   8 

VIII.  Amount  paid  to  Miniatera  not  on  the  Flat- 
form,  who  died  during  the  year.    (See 

Appendix  No.  VII.) 138    3    6  66    1    6 

IX  Amount  paid  to  or  on  account  of  Mini- 

aten    EmtirUi,    (See   Appendix   Na 

VIII.) 822    0    0  913    0    6 

X.  Amount  of  Contributiona  from  Chureih 

Extaniion    or  other  (Ohargea    during 

vacancy,  or  otherwiae.    (See  Appendix 

No.  XX.), 314    8  10  178  12    0 

XI.  Amount  of  Contributiona  from  Stationa. 

(See  Public  Acoounta),       .        .        .      1,639    8    3         1,491  17    9 
XIL  Donations    to    Widowa    of    Ministers. 

(See  Public  Accounts),  .  934  10    0  838  15   0 

XIIL  Amount  paid  to  Widowa'  and  Ozphana' 

Fund  for  Vacant  Charges,  .        .        •        224    0    0  196    0   0 

£23,863    8    0     £22,768    8    6 


flUSTENTATIOll  TUND  OOMMITTB& 
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No.  n. 

CoKTRiBunoKs  from  Tbrbitokul,  Chubch  Ez^snnoir,  and  other  ChabqeSi  for 
1880-81,  returned  to  them  up  to  the  amoimt  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 


OOKOBBOATIOim. 

• 

Contribations, 
1880-81. 

Excess  above 
Eqaal  Dividend. 

Amount  payable 
toMinlsten. 

1.  Aberdeen,  Cautewayend,     . 

£101     8  10 

...... 

£101    8  10 

9.          „        Grejiiian',. 

160  12     1 

£0  12    1 

160    0    0 

8.  Torry, 

96    4    6 

... ... 

96    4    6 

4.  Ballachnliah,  South, 

102    0    0 

... ... 

102    0    0 

6.  Glenmorriston,     . 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

6.  Baok,  Cumnock,  • 

89    0    0 

...... 

89    0    0 

7.  Ormiston,    . 

68  11    9 

...  v.. 

68  11    9 

8.  NewAberdour,    . 

90    0    0 

•••..a 

90    0    0 

9.  Peterhead,  South, 

121  16    4 

...  ... 

121  16    4 

10.  Strathgarye,        •  .      . 

70    0    0 

70    0    0 

11.  Bowlioff, 

12.  Garelocbbead,      . 

119  12     1 

119  12     1 

188    0    0 

28'"o'  0 

160    0    0 

18.  Brouflfbty  Feny,  St.  Luke's, 
14.  Dundee,  BonnethiU,     . 

290    9    7 

ISO    9    1 

160    0    0 

147    7    9 

147    7     9 

16.        „       Bj^bOburoh, 

1^        ft       OgiUie  Church,      . 

160    0    0 

160    0    0 

169  16  11 

9"i6"ll 

160    0    0 

17.  Dunoon,  Gaelic,  . 

160    0    0 

160    0    0 

18.  Tiffheabmaieb,    • 

19.  Edmbuigb,  Dairy,       . 

120    0    0 

.. ■ ... 

120    0    0 

121    4    4 

121    4    4 

20.          „          FoQDtainhridge, 

109    2    8 

109    2    8 

21.          „          Wardie,     . 

180    0    0 

20  "o"  0 

160    0    0 

22.                    Horaj  Church,  . 

126    4  10 

126    4  10 

23.  Shuns,         .        .        .        . 

71  18    8 

71  18    8 

24.  Fordyce,      .... 

103    8    4 

108    8    4 

25.  Portknockie, 

60    0    0 

... ... 

60    0    0 

26.  Glaa^ow,  Augustine,   . 

133  10    0 

... ... 

133  10    0 

27.        „       .  Buchanan,    • 

108    0    0 

... ... 

108    0    0 

28.        „        Candlish, 

170    8  10 

10    8  10 

160    0    0 

29.        „        CranstoDbill, 

132    2    4 

132    2    4 

SO.        „        CuDDingbam, 

116    6    2 

116    6    2 

81.        „        East  Park,    . 

126    0    9 

... ... 

125    0    9 

32.        „        Fairbaim,     . 

118    6    0 

118    6    0 

83.        „        North  Woodsid^,  . 

160    1     6 

160    1    6 

34.        „        Bose  Street,  TerrL 

103  12    9 

... .. . 

103  12    9 

35.  GoTan,  St.  Columba's, 

160    0    0 

••■.•• 

160    0    0 

86.  Partick,  Dowanvale,    . 

100    0    0 

100    0    0 

37.  Shettleston, 

157  19  11 

157  19  11 

38.  Port-Glasgow,  West  Church, 

95    0    0 

96    0    0 

39.  Baillieston, .... 

109  18    0 

109  18    0 

40.  BeUshill,      .... 

125  17  10 

125  17  10 

41.  Clelland,     .... 

106  14    6 

106  14    6 

42.  Coatbridf^,  West  Church,  . 

110    0    0 

110    0    0 

43.  Greengairs, 

99  17    0 

99  17    0 

44.  Uddingstone^ 

158  13  10 

...  .. 

158  13  10 

46.  Whifflet,     .... 

79  19    0 

...  *. 

79  19    0 

46.  Wishaw,     .... 

Cany  forward, 

118    6    0 

118    6    0 

£6,626    8    0 

£199    2    6 

£5,427    6    7 
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APPENDIX  TO  FIMAMCIAL  BEPOST  OF  THE 


COVOBBQATIOn. 

GontributlonB, 
1880-81. 

1x0688  above 
Equal  Dividend. 

Amoant  pajrable 

Brought  forward, 

£6,626    8    0 

£199    2     5 

£6,427    6    7 

47.  Ardrishaig, 

82    3    0 

82    8    0 

48.  InvemeBs,  Qneen  Street, 

116    0    0 

116    0    0 

49.  PortnahaveD, 

97    2    4 

97    2    4 

60.  Cowdenbeath, 

72    3    0 

72    3    0 

61.  Kelty, 

68  11  11 

63  11  11 

62.  Lassodie,      • 

92    0    0 

92    0    0 

68.  Whiting  Bay,      . 

167  10    4 

7  10    4 

160    0    0 

64.  Backhaven, 

91    0    0 

...... 

91    0    0 

66.  Ghtlatown,    . 

103    0    0 

103    0    0 

66.  Bainsford,    . 

116    0    6 

116    0    6 

67.  Harthill,     . 

110    6    6 

110    6    6 

68.  Kirkmichael, 

90    8    6 

... .  . 

90    3    6 

69.  Ardnamurohao,    , 

79  10    0 

79  10    0 

80.  Ardow, 

97    9    1 

... ... 

97    9    1 

61.  Morren, 

99  11    7 

99  11    7 

62.  Neiltton,     . 

160    0    0 

160    0    0 

63.  Nitahill,      . 

113    2    7 

... ... 

113    2    7 

64.  St.  Honance, 

101    0    0 

101    0    0 

66.  CambaabarroD,     . 

83    1    8 

83    1    8 

66.  Stirling^eat  Church, 

67.  Isle  of  Whithorn, 

100    0    0 

... ^.. 

100    0    0 

123    6    6 

....... 

123    6    6 

68.  Port  WUliam,       . 

82  19    6 

...... 

82  19    6 

69.  Trinity,  Leith,     . 

70.  Coatbridge,  East, 

160    0    0 

160    0    0 

71.  Darvel, 

120    0    0 

... ... 

120    0    0 

72.  Kilmarnock,  Martyn', 
Glasgow,  Whiteinoh,  . 

166    1    0 

166    1    0 

102    2    9 

...... 

102    2    9 

£8418  12    7 

£206  12    9 

£8206  19  10 

Add  Contribntions  from  Oharees 
where  Ministers  have  been  setUed 

during  the  year.     (See  Appen- 
dix No.  ill.) 

193    1  11 

•••••• 

198    1  11 

a 

'OTAt 

* 

£8606  14    6 

£206  12    9 

£8400    1    9 

No.nL 

M1NIBTKB8  admitted  to  Chuboh  Extensiok  Csaboib  during  the  year  1880-81, 

with  amount  due  at  Whitannday  1881. 


Namea  of  Mlnistei*. 

Congregations. 

DataofOrdinatloii 
or  Induetion. 

Amoaat  nsj- 

able  at  iffft 

May  1881. 

1.  C.  C.  Mackenaie, 

2.  Bobert  Birkett,  . 
8.  Alex.  Sutherland, 

4.  John  Finlayson,  •        • 
6.  A.  S.  Wilson,     . 
6.  W.  H.  Bankin,  . 

Strathglasa,      • 
Ettrick,    . 
Stratheonnon,  • 
Coigach,  . 
No.  Qneensferry, 
Dnunoak,         • 

14th  Oot.  1880. 
21st  Oct.     „ 
26th  Nov.    „ 
29th  Deo.    „ 
3d  Maroh  1881. 
14th  April   „ 

£64    9  11 
39    0    0 
80    0    0 
66    0    0 
14  12    0 

£193    1  11 

I. 


BUSTEMTATION  FUIID  COMMITTEE. 
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No.  IV. 


CovoRBGATioire  specially  arranged  with. 


N4inM  of  Coogregationa. 

Gontrilmtlofls, 
1880-81. 

Allowances 
from  Fund. 

Amount 
payable  to 
UlnUten. 

1.  Ourris,  .        •        .        . 

£81    0 

0 

£79    0 

0 

£160 

0    0 

9.  Fort  Aagustiu, 

74  17 

6 

85    2 

6 

160 

0    0 

8.  Alford,   .... 

78  14 

8 

81    5 

9 

160 

0    0 

4.  Towie  &  Leochel  Cushnie 

50    5 

9 

100    0 

0 

150 

5    9 

5.  Ayr,  Martyn',        •        • 

6.  New  Cnmnook,  Afton,    . 

49    3  10 

100    0 

0 

149 

3  10 

62  10 

0 

97  10 

0 

160 

0    0 

7.  Tarbolton,      . 

45  18 

8 

100    0 

0 

145 

18    8 

8.  EllBridgehill,  .        . 

102  16 

0 

50    0 

0 

152 

16    0 

9.  Skirling,          .        •        . 

81  12 

0 

78    8 

0 

160 

0    0 

10.  Edaell 

61  19 

3 

98    0 

9 

160 

0    0 

11.  Wick,  Martyre',      . 

116    0 

9 

43  19 

3 

160 

0    0 

12.  Cerei,    .        •        •        . 

77    6 

0 

82  14 

0 

160 

0    0 

13.  Monimail, 

103    8 

9 

56  11 

3 

160 

0    0 

14.  Strathmiglo,  North, 

105    0 

0 

55    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

16.  Temple, 

61     0 

0 

99    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

16.  DaltoD,  .... 

47    2 

6 

100    0 

0 

147 

2    6 

17.  DanBcore,  Craigs,  . 

72    0 

0 

88    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

18.  Gleucaple,      • 

80    0 

0 

80    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

19.  Hightae, 

96    0 

0 

64    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

20.  Bncklyyie,      . 

90    0 

0 

70    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

21.  Saline,  .... 

83  16 

11 

76    3 

1 

160 

0    0 

22.  Sandbank,      . 

103    0 

0 

57    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

23.  Chin  side, 

87    0 

0 

73    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

24.  Blaiidaff. 

70    0 

0 

90    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

26.  Rntherglen,  East,  . 

60    8 

10 

99  11 

2 

160 

0    0 

26.  Cockburnapatb, 

51  11 

9 

100    0 

0 

151 

11     9 

27.  Airdrie,  Graham  Street, 

57    2 

0 

100    0 

0 

167 

2    0 

28.  Minard, 

51     4 

6 

100    0 

0 

151 

4    6 

29.  Ecdes,  .... 

49    2 

6 

100    0 

0 

149 

2    6 

30.  Tetholm, 

100    0 

0 

60    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

81.  Ballater, 

79  18 

0 

80    2 

0 

160 

0    0 

32.  Cromar, 

60    0 

0 

100    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

33.  Tongland,       . 

116  18 

0 

43    2 

0 

160 

0    0 

34.  Donglas  Water, 

60    0 

0 

100    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

35.  Lanriston, 

130  12 

6 

29    7 

6 

160 

0    0 

86.  Livinptone,    • 
37.  Glenshiel, 

101  10 

0 

58  10 

0 

160 

0    0 

82    0 

0 

78    0 

0 

160 

0    0 

38.  Eskdalemmr, 

50    0 

0 

100    0 

0 

150 

0    0 

39.  lona  and  Bom, 

27    9 

6 

100    0 

0 

127 

9    6 

40.  Sonth  Ronaldshay, 

84    0 

0 

20    0 

0 

104 

0    0 

41.  Logiealmood, 

70    2 

0 

89  18 

0 

160 

0    0 

42.  Conningsburgh, 

25    0 

0 

87    0 

0 

112 

0    0 

43.  Belting, 

25    0 

0 

87    0 

0 

112 

0    0 

44.  Fetlar,   .... 

25  18 

4 

87    0 

0 

112 

18    4 

45.  Walls 

10    0 

0 

87    0 

0 

97 

0    0 

46.  Bracadale, 

48    0 

0 

100    0 

0 

148 

0    0 

47.  Craigs,  Stirling,      . 
Cany  forward,    . 

127    4 

3 

32  15 

9 

160 

0    0 

£3,373  14 

4 

£3,744    1 

0 

£7,117 

15    4 
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Names  of  CongregatioiiB. 

Contrtbutloiit, 
1880-81. 

AllowaneM 
from  Fund. 

AmoQBt 
payable  to 

Brought  forward, 

48.  Glass,     .... 

49.  Grange 

50.  Newton  Stewart,  Princes  ) 

Street, 

51.  Bowden,         .        .        . 
Stennin, .... 
North  Yell,     .        .        . 

Do. 

£3,373  14    4 

77  3    9 
55  10    9 

48    0    0 

78  15    1 
40    0    0 

li"  0    0 

£3,744    1    0 

82  16    3 

100    0    0 

100    0    0 

81    4  11 

40    0    0 

9  18    0 

29    6    3 

£7,117  15    4 
160    0    0 
155  10    9 

148    0    0 

160    0    0 

80    0    0 

9  18    0 

40    6    3 

£3684    g  11 

£4187    6    5 

£7871  10    4 

Kg.  v.— MnasraBS  admitted  during  the  year  1880-81  to  Congregationa 

epecially  arranged  with. 


Names  of  lUxiisters. 

GoBgregattona. 

Date  or 
OnUnation. 

Contrlba- 

tfODSp 

1880-8L 

Allowaaoe 

ttom 

Fund. 

Amoimt 
payable  to 
SunirtBiiL 

1.  John  Bethune, 

Portmoak,     . 

May  18»  1880, 

£   f .  d. 
68    0    0 

£    f.  d. 

90  13    6 

£  $.d. 
158  13   6 

2.  Donald  Sage, . 

Keiss,    . 

July  8,     „ 

82    9    6 

53  16  11 

136    6    5 

3.  John  Jamieson, 

Filth,    .       . 

Sept  2,    „ 

43  12    1 

68    8    6 

111  15    6 

4.  John  Skinner, 

St.  Feigns,    • 

Sept  9,    „ 

65  12  10 

43    1    8 

106  14    1 

5.  J.  Walker,      . 

lisagton, 

Sept  30,  „ 

62  11    0 

36  19    0 

99  10   0 

6.  D.  K.  MOieod, 

Fortingal,      , 

Oct  5,     „ 

48  16    6 

48    9    9 

97    6   8 

7.  J.  S.  Miller,  . 

Huaahie, 

Oct  26,    „ 

25  14    6 

55    1    4 

80  15  10 

8.  D.  K  Heams, 

Irongray, 

Deo.  2,     „ 

33  10    0 

- 

38    7    9 

71  17    9 

430    6    5 

434  12  11 

864  19    4 

No.  VI. — ^MiviBTKR  not  on  the  Platform  of  the  Eqnal  Dividend,  loosed  from 

his  Charge  daring  the  year  1880-81. 


Name  of  Minister. 


Hogh  M'Intosh, 


LateChaigei 


London  Boad  Chnrch, 
Glasgow. 


Date  of  being  looeed 
fhunCbitfge. 


17fch  March  1881, 


Amonnt  payable 

to  date  of  being 

loosed  ttom 

Chaige. 


£124  18    8 
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Ko.  Vn. — ^MunsTEBfl  not  on  PLATfosM  who  died  dming  tlie  year  1880-81. 


Amoant  pay- 
able to  data 

KaniM  of  lUalsteri. 

XjateChugea. 

Date  of  Death. 

of  Death. 

1.  Peter  Thomson,   . 

St.  FeKQs,   .   •        • 
KinnonU  St.,  Perth, . 

29th  May  1880, 

.        £6    2    9 

2.  J.Y.Walker,      . 

9th  July      „ 

15    1    4 

8.  John  Brace,  D.D., 

St.  Andrew*s,  Edin., 

4th  August  „ 

6    6    0 

4.  Alex.  Cammioff, . 

5.  G.  A.  ManhalC  • 

Victoria  Ch.,  Glas.,  . 

15th  December  „ 

4  14    6 

Monntpark,  Greenock, 

17th  February  1881 

,       105  18  10 

£188    3    5 

Ka  Viil. — ^HiHiSTKRa  retired  or  invalided  drawing  Partial  Stipend  or  other 

Allowances. 

NAiDMefMinlBten. 

Vormer  ChaigflS. 

Allowanea  from 
Toad. 

1.  John  Thomeon, 

Greyfriars*,  Aberdeen, 

£130    0    0 

3.  Joha  Allan,     .        • 

Union  Charoh,  Aberdeen,     . 

80    0    0 

3.  John  E.  Grayen, 

Newhills,  £60,     . 

4.  Alexander  Mackay,  LL.D 

'•.      • 

Rhynie,       .... 

60    0    0 

5.  Thomaa  Gun,  . 

Madderty,  £60,    . 

... ... 

6.  John  Montgomery,  . 

Innerleithen, 

7    0    0 

7.  Alexander  Stewart, 

Killin.          .... 

50    0    0 

8.  Alexander  M'Kinnoo, 

8trathfillan,£60.. 

.••... 

9.  William  Nixon,        . 

St.  John's,  Montrose,  £60,  . 

10.  William  Taylor,      • 

Palteneytown,  £40,     . 

11.  Simon  Fraaer,         • 

Fortrose,      .... 

12.  James  M'Lanohlan, 

ResoUs,  £78,  10s., 

13.  James  Beatiie, 

Balmnllo,    .... 

37    0    0 

14.  Alexander  Keith,    • 

Strichen,  £40,     . 

15.  James  Macdonald,  . 

Urray,  £60, 

..•*.. 

18.  Colin  M'Kensie, 

Arroohar,  £7,      • 

17.  John  Fergnson, 

18.  William  Wilson,  D.D^   . 

Bridfi:e  of  Allan,  . 

St.  Paars,  Dundee,  £60,      . 

19.  John  Skene,    • 

Wallacetown,  Dundee,  £60, 

20.  W.  R.  Monenr, 

Litr,  £50,     .... 

21.  Thomas  Ireland.      . 

22.  Charles  Marshall,    . 

Aberdonr,  £60,    . 

North  Ch.,  Donfermline,  £40, 

23.  Thomas  Wiighi,      . 

Swinton 

24.  Hurh  Martin,  D.D^ 
26.  C.  J.  Brown,  D.D., 
26.  WiUiam  M'Kemie, 

Greyfriars,  Edinborgfa,  £35, 

...... 

New  North,  Edinburgh,  £80, 

North  LeHh,  £40, 

27.  Hiram  Watson, 

Ratho,  £60, 

28.  C.  F.  Corhett, 

Hopeman,  £7,    •        • 

29.  Robert  Shanks, 

Buckie,  £50, 

30.  M.  Mackay,     . 

Fonlyoe,      •        .        •        • 

117    0    0 

31.  A.  K.  Somerrille,  B.I)., 

Anderston,  Glasgow,   . 

32.  Arahihald  Ma>oagall, 

Argyle  Ch.,  Glasgow,  £60,  . 
St.  James*,  Glasgow,  £60,   . 

33.  Jas.  Johnstone, 

•••  ••• 

34.  Darid  Mitchell,       . 

St.  Lake's,  Glasgow,  £35,   . 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

35.  James  Monro,        « 

Rntherffldn,  £50, 

36.  Doncan  Maogregor, 

Augustine,  Glssgow,  £50,    . 

Cany  forward, . 

£491    0    0 
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Names  of  Mlnif  ton. 

Fozmer  ChsigM. 

AUowuce  from 
Food. 

Brought  forward, 

£481 

0    0 

37.  Jas.  Smith,     .        •        .        • 

Middle  Ch.,  Greenock,  £80, 

»• 

.... 

38.  John  Macfarlane,    . 

Do               do.        £7,  . 

.) 

..«• 

39.  Jas.  Stark,      .... 

Wellpark,  Greenock,  £40,    . 

.< 

* ... 

40.  W.  K.  Hamilton,    . 

Stonehouse,  £60, 

.< 

. ... 

41.  S.  W.  Beid,    .... 

Moirkirk,     . 

107 

0    0 

42.  Jobn  Fraaer,   .... 

Gordon,  £40, 

at 

.  ... 

43.  James  Forbes, 

Clnnj,         .        • 

67 

0    0 

44.  James  CoIleD, .... 

Kelty, 

110 

0    0 

45.  James  Walker,  D.D.,      . 

Camwath,  . 

60 

0    0 

46.  John  Campbell, 

Uiff,  £60,    . 
Pomiont,  £7, 

47.  Jas.  Boyd,       .... 

48.  Robert  Wilson, 

North  Bonaldshay,  £7, 

49.  Alex.  Stark,    .... 

Closebnm,   • 

7 

0    0 

60.  William  Consin,      . 

Melrose,  £60, 

61.  John  Ainslie,  D.D., 

St.  Andrews,  £60, 

62.  John  Wright 

63.  Alex.  Beith,  D.D 

East  Church,  Alloa,  £60,     . 

North  Ch.,  Stirling,  £60,     . 

54.  A.  L.  M*Cririe,       . 

Caimryan,  £30,  . 

..... 

66.  D.  C.  A.  Agoew,    . 

Wigton,  £66,       . 

*.  ... 

£822 

0    0 

No.  IX — MunsTEBfl  admitted  to  Full  Equal  DrnDiXD  GsARan  dnring  the  year 
1880-81,  with  proportion  of  Stipend  dae  to  each  at  16th  May  1881. 


Names  of  Ministeis. 

Oaogrcgattons. 

Date  of  OrdinatloiL 

* 

PruiMiitoa 
ofBgiial 
DivMoKL 

1.  David  Gillies,   . 

Orphir,     .        .      •  . 

lOih  Jane  1880, 

£148  11  10 

2.  A.  B.  Craig,      . 

Balmaghie, 

24th  June     „ 

142    9    3 

3.  D.  J.  Nicolson, . 

Sonth  Uist,  etc. 

8th  Jftly       „ 

136    6    5 

4.  Robert  Ballantyne,    . 

Peebles,  '• 

22d  July      „ 

180    3    8 

6.  A.  M'Leod, 

Kilberry,  etc,  . 

8d  Aug.        „ 

124  18    6 

6.  J.  H.  Thomson, 

Inrerkip, . 

12th  Aag.     „ 

120  19    7 

7.  W.  J.  Miller,    . 

Tilliconltiy,      . 

16th  gept    „ 

106  12    9 

8.  John  C.  Grant, . 

Loanhead, 

2lBt  Sept.     „ 

103    8  11 

9.  Don.  Gonnell,   . 

West  Ch.,  Inverness, 

30th  Sept.    „ 

99  10    0 

10.  Alex.  M'Eenne, 

Innerleithen,    . 

23d  Dec      „ 

62  13    8 

11.  Archd.  M'Cillnm,     . 

Roosay,    . 

Sdd  Deo.       „ 

62  13    7 

12.  John  S.  Carroll, 

Rathen,    . 

dd  March  1881. 

32    0    0 

13.  A.  L.  Shaw,      . 

Toroeay  and  Salen,  . 

10th  March  „ 

28  18    7 

14.  A.  N.  Sutherland,      . 

Mnthil,    .        .       . 

14th  April    „ 

13  11    9 

16.  David  Parres,    . 

Gk>arock,  • 

18th  April    „ 

« 

12    0    0 

£1323  18    6 

BU8TJMTATI0N  VUND  OOMMITTEI. 
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Na  X — "Mismnua  wlio  have  died  dnring  the  year  1880-81,  with  proportion 

of  Stipend  due  at  Death, 


Names  of  Miniitan. 

OoDgrogations. 

Date  of  Death. 

Amomit  dae  at 
date  of  Death. 

1.  Donald  CorheU, 

Kinloohbervie, 

dlst  May  1880. 

£7    0    0 

2.  Wifliam  Logan, 

•Langton, . 

23d  Jane     „ 

17     1     8 

3.  W.  M'Gilvray,  D.D., 

4.  John  M'Donald, 

Qilcomston,  Aberdeen, 

30th  June   „ 

6    6    0 

Feam,  .  . 

2d  Ang.      „ 

34  12    6 

5.  A^ez.  Oomrioi    . 

Gamonstie, 

27th  Oct.    „ 

72    6    6 

8.  JohnfioxburghjD.D., 

St.  John's,.  Glasgow, 

2d  Nov.       „ 

14    1     1 

7.  Robert  Traill,  LIi.D., 

Boyodie, . 

6th  Not.     „ 

7    3    0 

8.  Alex.  M'Watt, . 

B<mies, .  . 

27th  Not.    „ 

9    2    7 

9«  Alex.  Maokintoah,    • 

Gaelic  Oh.,  Paisley, 

9th  Dec.      „ 

91     3    6 

10.  James  Black,     • 

Danikier, 

10th  Dec.    „ 

91  12    2 

1 1.  George  Charles, 

12.  B.  H:  Ireland,  . 

Stranraer, 

4th  Feb.  1881. 

116    3    2 

Portobello, 

12th  Feb.    „ 

119  13    3 

13.  Norman  M'Leod, 

North  Uist,      . 

6th  March  „ 

128  17    4 

14.  David  Wilson,  . 

Fnllerton, 

7th  March  „ 

129  14  11 

15.  Arthur  Thomson, 

Tester,     . 

31st  March  „ 

140    6    4 

16.  James  Moir, 

Maybole, 

6th  May      „ 

166    1     0 

17.  8.  F.  M'Lanchlan,    . 

Cawdor,  . 

8th  Mav      „ 
18th  May    „ 

60    0    0 

18.  John  F.  ThomsoD,    . 

Kirriemnir,  North,    . 

60    0    0 

£1261    8    6 

No.  XL — ^LiST  OF  CoLLKAGXTSS  AND  SuGCBSSOBS  at  15th  May  1881,  exdnsiye  of 
those  who  have  been  admitted  as  Colleagues  daring  the  year ;  also  ex- 
dnsive  of  those  where  the  Senior  Colleague  has  retired  from  all  active 
service  in  the  Congregation. 


1.  John  Tainsh,  Aberdeen. 

2.  A.  D.  Donaldson,  Aberdeen. 
8.  Alex.  Rust,  Arbroath. 

4.  John  C.  Connell,  Thurso. 

5.  Charies  Falconer,  Fortrose. 

6.  James  M'Leod,  Enockbain. 

7.  James  Halliday,  Peterhead. 

8.  George  Williams,  Norrieston. 

9.  D.  M.  Ross,  Dundee. 

10.  Alexander  Cameron,  Greenlaw. 

11.  Alexander  Ousin,  Edinburgh. 

12.  Robert  Forrest,  Edinburgh. 

13.  J.  G.  Cunningham,  Edinburgh. 


14.  Thomas  Crerar,  North  Leith. 
16.  Robert  Niven,  Burghead. 

16.  John  Forgan,  Callen. 

17.  W.  J.  Thomson,  Glasgow. 

18.  Andrew  Ryrie,  Glasgow. 

19.  John  Hanson,  Glasgow. 

20.  W.  S.  Fleck,  Fairlie. 

21.  Thomas  Adamson,  Frestonldrk. 

22.  Thomas  Fowler,  Loudoun. 

23.  K.  Moody  Stuart,  Moffat. 

24.  James  Gray,  Bellie. 

26.  David  Kennedy,  Whithorn. 
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No.  XIL — ^MunarsBS  admitted  as  CoUeagnes  and  Snooesson  daring  the  year 
1880-81,  with  proportion  of  Dividend  dae  to  each  at  15th  May  1881. 


Names  of  Ministers. 

Congregations. 

Date  of  Ordination  or 
Induction. 

Amount  due  at 
16th  May  1881. 

1.  G.  E.  Tronp,     . 

2.  Thos.  L.  Bitcbie,      . 

3.  George  Gardner, 

4.  W.  H.  Telford, 

5.  Qeo,  Henderson, 

6.  L.  M'Lacblan,  . 

7.  D.  W.  Kennedy, 

8.  H.  H.  Came,    .        • 

9.  John  Macintosh, 
10.  Bobt  H.  Abel, 

WestCh.,Bn>iighty- 

feriT,  . 
East  Cb..  Brechin,  • 
Qarmoatn,      •        • 
Forgandenny,         • 
Monzie,  •        •        • 
Dalmelling^n, 
Middle  Cb.,  Perth, 
Keig  and  Tough,    . 
Fort-William, 
Fettercaim,    . 

29th  July  1880,  . 

26th  Ang.    „ 
30th  Sept    „ 
18th  Oct     „ 
25th  Not.    „ 
9th  Deo.      „ 
10th  Jan.  1881,    . 
5th  Feb.      „ 
26th  April  „ 
SdMay       „        • 

£79    9    4 

71  15    9 
82    3  11 
58  12    7 
71    5    7 
43    0    2 
34    5    1 
27  13    8 
5    4    1 
8    5    9 

£466  15    9 

No.  XIIL«-CoLLXAOi7i8  who  have  become  eole  Ministen  in  odnaeqnence  o(  tiie 

death  daring  the  year  of  the  Senior  Minister. 


Names  of  Minlstera 

Congregations. 

Date  of  Death 
of  Senior  Minister. 

Amount  due  for 

year  to  l&th 

May  1881. 

• 

1.  Bobt.  A.  Mitchell,      . 

2.  G.  G.  Cameron,  . 

3.  William  Anderson,     • 

4.  James  Hendry,  . 

5.  John  M'Pberson, 

6.  William  Boy,     . 

Gilcomston,  Aberdeen, 
St.  John's,  Glasgow, 
Boyndie,  • 
Botbes,    .        • 
Cawdor,  .        •        • 
Kirriemoir,       • 

30th  Jane  1880, 
2d  Not.        „ 
5th  Not.       „ 
27th  Not.     „ 
8th  Mi^    1881, 
13th  UtLj     „ 

£153  14    0 
145  18  11 
152  17    0 
150  17    5 
100    0    0 
100    0    0 

£803    7    4 

No.  XrV. — ^MmiSTEBS  translated  from  Full  Equal  Dividehd  CHAfiOSS  to 
CouJEGiATB  Chabgbs  daring  the  year  1880-81. 


Names  of  Ministen. 

Focmer  Gbsiges. 

FkesentChaigeSL 

Dateof  Indue- 

tion  to 
Present  Charges. 

Amount  due  ftn 

Tear  to  15th 

May  1881. 

1.  N.  P.  Bote, 

2.  A.  B.  Brown, 

3.  J.  8.  Macdonald, 

4.  C.  A.  SahnMid, . 

Boosay,         | 
Lerwick, 
Ochiltree, 
Oolti,    • 

M'Crie  Ch., 
Edinbargb, 
Eilbimie,     • 

South  Leith, 
St  Matthew's, 
Glasgow, 

9th  Sept  1880, 
81st  Mar.  1881, 
28th  Apr.  „ 
}l2thMay„ 

£119  4  7 
152  12  0 
157  4  0 
159  11    7 

£688  12    2 

I. 


8U8TXNTATI0N  FUKD  OOMMITTn. 
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No.  XV. — ^MiNifirrKR  translated  from  a  Full  Equal  Diyidihd  to  a  Church 

Extension  Chaboi  during  year  1880-81. 


Name  of  Minister. 

Former  ChaigeL 

Preaant  Chaxga 

Dat«  of  Indae- 

tionto 
Present  Charge. 

S 

Amount  doe  as 

Minister  of 
Former  Cliarge. 

1.  J.  H.  Alhtn,       . 

Strathdon,  etc. 

North  Yell,  . 

12th  Jan.  1881, 

£106     1     6 

No.  XVL — MiNiSTXB  tranalAted  from  tk  Church  EIxtinsion  Charob  to  a 

Full  Equal  Dividsnd  Charge.    • 


Name  of  Minister. 

Former  Chaiige. 

Present  Charge. 

Date  of  Indac- 
'    tion  to 
Present  Ctiarge. 

Amonnt  due  as 

Minister  of 
Present  Chaxige. 

1.  0.  W.  CnmmiDg, 

Whiteinch, 
Glasgow,     . 

Grangemouth, 

24  March  1881. 

£22  15  10 

No.  XVl![. — Ministers  who  have  obtained  Colleagnee,  or  whose  Colleagues  have 
been  removed  dnring  the  year,  and  are  under  special  arrangements. 


Names  of  Ministers. 

Congregations. 

Date  of  Induction 

or  removal  of 

Colleagnes. 

Amonnt  due 

for  Year  to 

16th  May  1881. 

1.  John  Lyon,    . 

2.  Donaldson  Rose,    . 
8.  Robert  Philip, 

4,  John  Allan,  . 
5b  James  Drummopd, 

6.  J.  R.  Omond, 

7.  Edward  Hayman,  . 

8.  Thomas  Dymock,  . 

9.  W.P.8mitb,D.D., 

10.  a  Spence,  TiT<.D.,  • 

11.  Charles  Stewart,    . 

12.  David  Thorbnm,   • 

13.  David  Paton.     .    • 

14.  a  Miller,  D.D.,     . 

• 

West  Ch.,BroDffhtv-Ferr7, 

East  Church,  Brechin,     . 

M'Crie  Ch.,  Edinburgh,  . 

(Yarmouth, 

Forgandenny,  • 

Monne,  .... 

Dalmellington,         .      •  • 

Middle  Church,  Perth,    . 

Kei^  and  Tough,     . 

Kilbimie. 

Fort  William, . 

Sl>uth  Leith,    . 

Fettercaim,    . 

St.  Matthew*s,  Glasgow, . 

29th  July  1880, 
26th  Aug.    „ 
9th  Sept.     „ 
30th  Sept   „ 
18th  Oct.     „ 
25th  Nov.   „ 
9th  Dec.      „ 
10th  Jan.  1881, 
3d  Feb.       „ 
SlstMafoL,, 
26th  April  „ 
28th  April  •„ 
8d  May       „ 
12th  May    „ 

£80  10    8 

88    4    8 

92     1     1 

97  16    1 

60    0    0 

88  14    5 

116  19  10 

125  14  11 

132    6    6 

147  13    4 

154  15  11 

155  6    9 

156  14    8 
50    0    0 

£1546  18   0 

B 
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APPBN]>IZ  TO  nXAHOUL  SIPOBT  Off  TBM 


Na  XVm. 

linrmsBB  who  have  resigned  or  have  been  looted  from  thcor 

during  the  year. 


Namas  of  Minlsten. 

LsteChargM. 

orofbeinglooaed 
ftoin  Charge. 

AmooBtdiw 

to  date  of 

BflttgnatJim 

1.  A.  C.  Kay, 

2.  S.  B.  H'Phail,    .       . 

8.  Hogb' Monro,     . 
4.  Jobn  Watson,     • 

6.  G.  R.  Kennedy,  . 

7.  G.  G.  M'Leod,    .       . 

8.  James  Dempster, 

9.  GeoigeLabg,    • 

Loanhead, 

Great  Hamilton  SL, 
Glasgow. 

Kilmory,  •       • 

St  Matthew's,  Gks- 
gow. 

•Dornoch, .        • 

Chrystoa,         • 

Camwath, 

Lybster,  • 

Ghapelshade,  Dundee, 

22d  May  1880,  • 

• 

10th  Jane    „    • 

7th  July      „    . 
Ist  Oct       „    . 

8d  Not.       „    • 
Ist  Dec.      „    • 
3d  Feb.  1881,    . 
6th  April    „     • 
24th  April  „     . 

£8    18 
11    7  11 

S3    4    7 
41  18    0 

76    7  10 

87  18    4 

79  11    3 

142    9    3 

160  16    9 

£616    9  . 1 

Na  ZIX. 

Amoubt  retomed  to  Vacast  Ck)HOBSOATXoira  daring  the  year  1880-81 
in  terms  of  the  Assembly's  R^golations  thereaiient 


1.  liff,    • 

£7  10    0 

2.  Benton,  Gaelic, 

18    0    0 

8.  Portmoski 

>     •      16    0    0 

4.  InTerkip^ 

*                               < 

18    0    0 

5.  Hambie,          • 

18    0    0 

6*  St.  Fergns^     • 

•      •                       4 

>                        •      < 

10  10    0 

7.  Insch, .           • 

« 

7  10    0 

8.  Raihea, 

18    0    0 

9.  Peebles, 

18    0    0 

10.  Inmgray, 

18    0    0 

ll.LmeEleithen,    • 

18    0    0 

£166  10    0 

I. 


BusrmTATioN  ruMD  comami. 
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No.  XX. 

OdVTBiBDTioaB  firom  Csuiicb  Ezmrsiov  or  other  Qbamomb  duziag 

Vaouicies. 

1.  Qneen'fl  CroM,  Aberdeen, 
S*  DiuinoeK) 
S.  Stratlicoonan,  • 

4.  North  Qoeentfenry,     • 
&  Edinbo^h,  CowgatehMd* 
6;  Glasgow,  Blochaim,   . 
7.        ,»      London  Boady 
&  Whiieinch,     • 
9»  Greenock,  Monntpeim, 
1^  Bbwmore, 
11.  Ettrick, 


£85 

0 

0 

69  11 

5 

20 

0 

0 

22 

8 

9 

26 

9 

6 

17 

IS 

9 

18 

8 

0 

17  11  V> 

44 

8 

1 

48 

8 

6 

20 

0 

0 

£814 

8  10 
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APPENDIX  TO  FIKANCIAL  BBPOET  OF  THB 


IL — ^NuMBXR  of  CoNORXOATTONS  which  hftye  oontribated  £100  mnd  vpwudi 
Suientatdon  Fund  for  Ten  Yean  prior  to  Whitsunday,  or  14th  Kay  11 


or  PansmBT. 


1;  Aberdeen, 

2.  Aberloar,    

8.  Abemethy,    

4.  Abertarff;  

ft.  Alford 

6.  Arbroath,  

7.  Aochterarder,    - 

8.  Ajrr, 

9*  Biggar  and  Peebles, ... 

10.  Breadalbane, 

11.  Brechin, 

12.  Caithness, 

13.  Gbanonry, 

14.  Cupar,    

16.  Dalkeith,   

16.  Deer,  

17.  Diogwsli, ^.... 

18.  Dornoch,    

19.  Dumbarton,   

20.  Dumfries 

21..  Dunblane, 

22.  Dundee...... 

28.  Dunfermline, 

24.  Dunkeld,    

25.  Dunoon, 

26.  Dunse  and  Cbimside,- 

27.  Edinburgh, 

28.  Elgin 

29.  Ellon, 

80.  Fordoun, 

81.  Fordyoe, 

82.  Forfar,    

88.  Forres.   

84.  Garioco, 

86.  Glasgow,    

86.  (Greenock 

87.  Haddington  &  Dunbar, 

88.  Hamilton 

89.  luTeraraj, 

40.  Inverness, 

41.  Irrine,    

42.  IsUt 

48.  Jedburgh, 

44.  Kelso,  ^ 

46.  Kincardine  0*Neil,   ... 

46.  Kinross, 

47.  Santyrs, ^ •. 

48.  KinLoaidT»  ••••••m....... 

49.  Kirkcudbright, 

vsnry  raiwaiVfM.... 


37 

6 

7 

9 

7 

13 

10 

26 

7 

10 

11 

18 

6 

12 

11 

13 

10 

10 

31 

17 

10 

30 

10 

10 

15 

10 

53 

9 

8 

10 

10 

8 

6 

10 

90 

19 

14 

29 

8 

13 

29 

5 


si 


21 
1 

••• 
1 

... 

10 
6 
7 
8 
2 
6 
7 
3 
8 
6 
4 
7 
8 

12 
5 
5 

23 
6 
8 
9 
7 

42 
8 
5 
1 
2 
8 
2 
4 

57 

U 
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12 

... 
6 

16 


9 

6 

10 

5 

18 

1 

8 

1 

10 

5 

17 

11 

9 

4 

7481m6 


3g 

I* 


22 
1 
1 

1 

... 

10 
6 
8 
3 
2 
6 
7 
2 
3 
4 
4 
7 
8 

11 
6 
5. 

24 
6 
8 
9 
6 

41 

7 
5 
1 
2 

8 
1 

4 

59 

11 

4 

18 

..« 

7 

17 

... 

6 

6 

1 

1 

5 

10 

8 


24 
1 
1 
1 

•  •• 

11 
6 
9 
5 
2 
7 

11 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
4 

12 
8 
.  .4. 
•24 
6 
3 
9 
7 

43 
8 
5 
2 
2 
5 
2 
5 

69 

13 
4 

16 

•*. 
8 

22 
2 
6 
6 
1 
2 
8 

11 
4 


1^ 


26 
1 
8 
2 

... 

11 
7 

10 
5 
8 
8 

10 
8 
4 
6 
6 
6 
4 

12 
8 
5 

23 
6 
4 

10 
7 

46 
8 
5 
2 
2 
5 
1 
6 

63 

13 
4 

17 

•  • 

7 
20 
1 
6 
6 
1 
2 
4 
12 
4 


867  404  428  441  476 


1^ 
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11 

7 

10 
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8 

11 
4 
4 
7 
7 
8 
3 

13 
7 
6 

24 
4 
4 

12 
7 

46 
8 
5 
1 
6 
6 
1 
5 

69 

13 
4 

20 

... 
7 

20 

... 
6 
6 
1 
2 
6 

12 
4 


1^ 


28 
2 

4 
8 

... 

11 
7 

11 
6 
2 
9 

13 
3 
6 
6 
7 
9 
4 

14 
9 
6 

27 
5 
3 

12 
6 

48 
8 
6 
2 
5 
6 
2 
5 

76 

14 
6 

20 

•*. 
8 

20 

... 
6 
6 
2 
2 
7 

14 
6 


1^ 


24 
1 
4 
2 

... 

10 
8 

11 

•  4 
2 
9 

13 
8 
4 
6 
7 
9 
3 

16 

10 
6 

27 
6 
4 

13 
6 

47 
8 
4 
2 
6 
5 
2 
6 

77 

17 
4 

22 

••• 
7 

24 
1 
6 
6 
1 
2 
7 

14 
6 


478 


25 

... 
8 
8 

... 

10 
9 

11 
4 
2 
9 

18 
2 
4 
6 
7 
9 
4 

16 
8 
6 

27 
5 
4 

11 
T 

49 
8 
5 
2 
6 
5 
2 
6 

77 

17 
4 

24 
1 
7 

21 
1 
6 
5 
2 
1 
7 

18 
8 


3 


I. 


BUBTEMTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE. 


23 


Namb  of  Faibttbrt. 


Braaebt  forward,. 

50.  Lanark 

51.  Lewis 

52.  Liulith^w,    

58.  Lochcarroiit 

54.  Lockerbie, 

55.  Lorn 

56.  Meiffle, 

57.  Mull, 

58.  Nairn 

59.  Orkney, , 

60.  Paisley, , 

61.  Penpont,    

62.  Perth, 

63.  Selkirk , 

64.  Sbetland,   , 

65.  Skye  and  Uist,  ..., 

66.  St.  Andrews, < 

67.  Stirling, 

68.  Stranraer,  

69.  Stratbbogie,  

70.  Tain 

71.  Toneae, 

72.  Tnrnff, 

73.  Wigton,     


Totals,. 


41 

Year  to  15th 

May  1872. 

Year  to  15th 
May  1878. 

Year  to  15th 
May  1874. 

Year  to  15th 
May  1876l 

Year  to  15th 
May  1870. 

476 

478 

Year  to  15th 
May  1879. 

r-*  5 

1'' 

Year  to  14ih 
May  1881. 

743 

365 

367 

404 

423 

441 

478 

476 

480 

9 

7 

7 

8 

7 

8 

8 

7 

7 

6 

6 

10 

2 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

4 

5 

4 

6 

18 

9 

9 

8 

10 

10 

11 

11 

11 

12 

15 

11 

2 

8 

3 

8 

2 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

12 

6 

6 

8 

8 

9 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

10 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

9 

... 

... 

••• 

a 
•  •9 

2 

2 

2 

8 

1 

1 

6 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

2 

3 

3 

8 

8 

16 

2 

1 

1 

8 

4 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

18 

11 

11 

13 

13 

16 

14 

15 

14 

15 

16 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

17 

8 

7 

8 

9 

9 

11 

9 

8 

8 

9 

11 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

10 

... 

... 

... 

*•• 

... 

••• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

13 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

3 

3 

3 

2 

4 

11 

6 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

8 

8 

16 

9 

9 

11 

11 

11 

12 

13 

12 

13 

13 

10 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

8 

8 

8 

8 

7 

10 

4 

4 

4 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

10 

5 

5 

5 

6 

6 

6 

6 

7 

5 

6 

8 

.!•   ■ 

••• 

•  •  ■ 

••• 

... 

1 

1 

•  •• 

... 

... 

9 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5 

4 

5 

4 

4 

4 

7 
1006 

2 
465 

2 

2 

2 
539 

2 

566 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

618 

465 

517 

610 

612 

612 

606 

NaUi — The  first  column  indicates  the  nmnber  of  Cbafges  as  at  14th  ICay  1881. 


No.  I.-A. 


(General  5ttstetttati0n  JFunb^ 


S U  RPLUS    FU  N  D. 

LIST    OP    CONGREGATIONS 

Which  have  OoNTBiBTrrED  at  the  Rate  of  lOa.  and  upwards^  and  at  the  rate 
of  78.  6d  and  under  lOs.,  per  Member,  reepectiyely,  for  the  year  to  14th 
May  1881.  The  rate  per  member  in  the  Congregations  marked  *  ia  68.  and 
4b.  reepectively. 


ABEBDEEN. 


GoBgragatlonB  eonftnimtliig  at  tlie  rate  of 
108.  and  upwards  per  Meml>or. 

Aberdeen,  East,  .     .    J.  Selkirk. 
Ferry  hill,     J.  Iverach. 
Gaelic.     .    G.  M'Donald. 
Gallowg^te,  J.  Goodall. 


II 


fi 


11 


If 


ti 


i» 


BelhelTie, 
CulU,  .  . 
Dyce,  .  . 
KingBwelli, 
Old  Macbar, 
Petercnlter, 
RathriestoD, 
Skene,    .    . 


South, 

Trinity, 

Weet, 


G.  H.  Knight. 
A.  Doak. 
J.  Laidlaw. 
Jas.  Johnstone. 

James  Gage. 
Alex.  Clark. 
D.  M.  Macalister. 
J.  Dalgama 
R.  Semple. 
W.  Innes. 


Oongregations  oontiilratliig  at  the  rate  of 
7s.  8d.  and  nndsr  10s.  per  Meml>er. 

Aberdeen, Bonaccord,  H.Adam. 

Giloomston,  R.  A.  MitchelL 
HigbCh.,    H.W.Bell. 
Holbum,      And.  Macqueen. 
North,    .    G.  D.  Low. 

„        Union,    .    A.  M.  Bannatyne. 
Banchory  Deventck,     D.  F.  Arthar. 
Blackburn,     .    .    .    Jas.  Macdonald. 


ft 
It 
If 
If 

ti 


Aberlour,  . 
Boharm, 
In?eraTon,  . 
Knockando, 
Mortlach,  . 
Rothes,  .    . 


ABEBLOUB. 

James  Scott. 
William  Morrison. 
D.  Robertaon. 
R.  B.  Maoqueen. 
D.  Eaton. 
J.  Hendry. 


ABEBNETHY. 


Aberoethy, ....  W.  Boss. 

Alvie,  etc,  .    .    .    .  N.  Macdonald. 

(^rorodale,  ....  A.  Macdiarmid. 

Dathil, Ewan  M'Leod. 

KinguBsie,  .     .    .    .  N.  Dewar. 

Laggan, DngaldShaw. 


ABERTARFF. 


Ballachnfish,  North,     W.  Mackinnon. 
v^  wnv  i  Charles  Stewart. 

Fort-WiUiam,  .    .    •  j  John  Mlntosb. 

Oleonrqahart, ...    A.  M'Bae. 
Kilmalie,*  .     .    .    .    M.  Mackenzie, 
KilmoniTaig,    .    .    .    D.  Sutherland. 

1-A 


2 

ALFORD. 


CongregationB  eontrlbatliig  at  the  rate  of 
10b.  and  apwardfl  per  lleml>er. 

AuchiDdoir,      .    .    .    H.  Nicol. 

T2-  .       ^  i  W.  P.  Smith,  D.D. 

Keig,  etc.,  .    •    •    •  j  H.  H.  Cume. 

Kinnethmont,  ...    J.  Contts. 
Rbynie,  .....    T.  Bruce. 


Ck)iigregatioii8  oontrllmtliig  at  the  rate  of 
7a  6d.  and  under  10a  per  Member. 


ARBROATH. 


Arbirlot, 
Arbroath,  High  St 
Bany,    •    • 
GanDyllie,  . 
Carnoustie, 
Friockbeim, 
Inverkeillor, 
Panbride,    . 


E.  T.  VemoD. 
Frank  Mudie. 
R.  G.  StiU. 
J.  Keith. 

B.  Bell. 

VV.  Mftsterton. 

Jas.  Innee. 


Arbroath,  Eaat,       .    J.  Robertson. 

T..«^*Kw«fV«»v  S^-  Crichton,  LLD. 
InTerbPOthook,|^^^^^' 

Knox's, .    .    J.  P.  Lilley. 
Ladjioao,    .    J.  M.  Scott. 
CoIlistOD,  ....    A.  Morris. 


tt 
$t 


AUGHTERARDER. 


AbemthTen, 
Aachteraider, 
Ardoch,  •  • 
Blackford,  . 
Comrie, .  . 
Crieff,    .    . 

Madderty,  . 

Monzie,  •    • 


.    J.  Maodonald. 
.    W.  E.  W.  Brown. 
.    W.Milne. 

Andrew  Donald. 
.    C.  D.  Kay. 
.    A.  Henderson. 

( T.  Gnn. 
'(  L.  C.  M.  Wedderbarn. 
.    J.  R.  Omond. 


Donning, 
Mnthil, 


D.  Maolaren. 
A.  M.  Satherland. 


ATR. 


Ayr,  •  a  .  •  . 
„  Wallacetown, 
Ballantrae, 
Barr, 
Barrhill, 
Cohnonell, 
Crossbill, 
DaiUy,  . 

Dalmellington, 

Dalrymple, 
Dondonald, 
Girran, .    • 
Kirkoswald, 
Maybole,    • 
Monkton,   • 
Ochiltree,  . 
Old  Cumnock, 
Stair,      .    • 
&]nnington, 
Iroon.    .    . 


C.  G.  M'Crie. 
A.  Rowand. 
J.  Porteons. 
J.  Ferguson. 
J.  Nixon. 

D.  Da^ie. 

J.  M'Lennan. 
P.  Richardson. 

E.  Hi^n^ian. 

L.  M'Lanchlaa. 
Jamee  Clark. 
Wm.  Ross. 
G.  Webster. 
R.  H.  Arbnckle. 

A.  Stirling. 

A.  Adamson. 
N.  Liyingston. 
D.  S.  Hamilton. 
A.  H.  Cowan. 


New  Cumnock, 
Newton-on-Ayr, 


G.  Anderson. 
J.  Miller. 


BIGGAR  AND  PEEBLES. 


Ckmgregatioxii  contributing  at  tlie  rate  of 
10b.  and  apwardfl  per  Memlser. 

BronghtOD, .     .    .    .  W.  Welsh. 

.  C.  A.  Bannatyne. 

.  A.  Mockenssie. 

.  D.  Mitchell. 

.  R.  Ballantyne. 


Colter,   . 
Innerleithen, 
Kirkurdy.    . 
Peebles, 


CongregatlonB  eontrlbntlng  at  the  rate  of 
7b.  6d.  and  under  10b.  per  Member. 


BREAt)ALBANE. 


Aberfeld^,  . 
Ardeonaig,  • 
GlenlyoD,  . 
Kenmore,  . 
Lawen, .  . 
Logieraity   • 

Strathffllan, 

Tommelhridgei 


D.  R  aarke. 
J.  M'CaUom. 
J.M'CoU. 
Allan  Sinclair. 
M.  Morrison. 
D.  B.  a  M'Lagan. 
I  A.  M'Kinnoa. 
'  D.  Mackay. 
M.  Corbett. 


BRECHIN. 


Brechin,  West,    .    .  John  Fraaer. 

Lochlee A.  M'Bwmth. 

Logiepert,  ....  A.  L.  Roberton. 

Maiyton,    .    .    .     .  T.  Murray. 

Meomnir,   .    .    •    .  G.  Monra 

Montrose,  St  John's,  j  J/l'^,^, 

„         St  Paul's,  G.  S.  Sutherland. 


Brechin,  East,   .     .  i 


D.Rose. 

T.  L.  Ritchie. 


Thurso— First, 
„       West, 


GAITHNESa 


.    .    W.  R.  Taylor,  D.D. 

{Da^id  Bum. 
J.  G.  Connell. 


Bower,      •  . 

Dunnet,    •  . 
Pulteneytown, 

Reay,  .    •  • 

Watten,    .  . 

Westerdale,  . 

Wick,  .    .  . 


J.  Durran. 
D.  Mowat. 
G.  StoTenson. 
D.  Monro. 
A.  Gunn. 
D.  Fergusson. 
G.  Renny. 


AToch,  • 
Cromarty, 

Fortrose, 


J.  M'Eerchar. 
J.  R.  Elder. 
A.  Brown. 
C.  Falconer. 


CHANONRY. 

Killeaman, 
Knockbain, 


Neil  Gillies. 
F.  M'Rae. 
J.  M'Leod. 


r,     .      . 


Abdie,  etc., 
Anchtennnehty, 
CoUenie, 
Gapar, 
Dairsie, 
Falkhmd,    . 
Flisk,  etc.,  . 
Logie,  etc., 


CUPAR. 


J.  Murray. 

Wm.  Affleck. 

H-Ross. 

J.  Laird. 

J.  Murray. 

A.  Mackensie. 

J.  W.  Taylor. 

G.  R.  Sommerville. 


Kettle,  etc,  .    .    .    W.  L.  Craig. 


DALKEITH. 


ConsregationB  contributing  at  tlie  rate  of 
lOa  and  apwards  per  Member. 

Cockpen,     ....    J.  F.  M'lUe. 

Dalkeith,    . 

Musselbai^h, 

Penicmk,    • 

Boslio,   .    . 

Stobhill,     . 


N.  D.  M*Lauchlan. 
Alex.  Wright. 
H.  A.  Stewart. 
D.  Barnetson. 
A.  G.  Macalpioe. 


Congregations  contrlbnting  at  the  rate  of 
78.  6d.  and  under  10a  per  Member. 

Cockenzie,     .    •    .    Jaa.  Kilgour. 


Clola,  .  . 
Fraeerbargh, 
Longeide,  . 
New  Deer, 


! 


New  Pitsligo, 
Old  Deer,   . 
Bathen,  •    . 

Strichen, 


AlneM,    . 
Dinewall, 
Fodderty,    . 
Kilmorack,  . 
Kilteam, 
Maiybargh, 
Urqahart,    . 


{ 


W.  M.  Sutherland. 
W.  PatersoD. 
T.  L.  Wilson. 
J.  Linklater. 
B.  Taylor. 
A.  Urquhart 
J.  S.  Carroll. 
A.  Keith. 
J.  Bruce. 


DEER. 

Pitsligo, 


J.  Murdoch. 


Urray, 


Aas^nt/ 
Oreich,  . 
Lairg,*  . 


{ 


DINGWALL. 

A.  R.  Mnnro. 
J.  Kennedy,  D.D. 
W.  S.  M'DougalL 
A.  D.  Mackenzie. 
D.  Matheaon. 
C.  G.  Mackay. 
M.  M'Gregor. 
J.  Macdonald. 
A.  Beaton. 


DORNOCH. 


N.  Mackay. 

G.  Aird. 

J.  M'Pherson. 


Clyne, 
Gk>lapie.     . 
Helmsaale. 
Rogart, 
Roeehall,  . 


J.  Murray. 

C.  M<Kense. 

D.  M*Rae. 
A.  Mackay. 
John  Falconer. 


DUMBARTON. 


Alezaodiia,     .    . 

Arrochar,    .    .     . 

Baldemookt     .    . 

Bonhill 

CardroM,     . 
Dumbarton — High, 
,,  North, 

Dnntocher,      .    . 
Helensbnrgh,  Park, 
„  West, 

Killeam,  .  .  . 
Lass,  .... 
Old  Kilpatrick.  . 
Ronton,  .... 

Da,     Gaelic,   . 

Do.,     Lerenside, 
Roseneath,  .    .    . 
Shan  don,     .     .    . 
Strathblane,     .    . 


.  W.  Sutherland. 

f  Colin  Mackenzie. 
*<.  Jas.  Kippen. 

.  W.  Toung. 

.  T.  Collins. 

.  R.  B.  Watson. 

.  J.Tait. 

.  D.  Gunn. 

.  W.  Alexander. 

.  W.  H.  CarsUw. 

.  A.  Anderson. 

.  J.  Fiddes. 

.  N.  Stewart. 

.  R.  Munro. 

W.  M.  Dempster. 

.  D.  Colvin. 

.  A.  Bell. 

.  J.  M*EwAn. 

,  J.  Brechin. 

.  T.  F.  Robertson. 


DUMFRIES. 


Congregattons  contrlbatlng  at  tbe  rate  of 

10b.  and  upwards  per  Member. 

Corsock,      .     .     .     .  R.  Smith. 

Dalbeattie, ....  J.  A.  Paton. 

Dumfries,- let  charge,  James  Freer. 

„        Martyrs*,  R.  M'KenDa. 

„        South,     .  J.  D.  Mackinnon. 

Danscore,   ....  J.  Pollock. 

Kirkbeao,    .    .    .    .  R.  Gibson. 

Kirkmahoe,     .    .    .  W.  Andson. 

Kirkpatrick-Durham,  J.  Gibson. 

Lochend,  etc.,  •    .    .  W.  D.  Thomson. 

Bothwell,   •     ...  A.  Brown. 


Congregations  contrlbatlng  at  tbe  rate  of 

78.  6d.  and  under  lOs.  per  Member. 
Mazwelltown,    .    .     D.  Purves. 


DUNBLAOTS. 


Balqnhidder,    . 

Bridge  of  Allan, 

CaUander,  . 
Danblane,  . 
Gartmore,  . 
Rilmadock, 
Kippen, .    . 

Norrieston,  • 

TillicoDltry, 


.    E.  J.  f^ndlater. 

SJohn  Ferguson. 
William  Ross,  LL.D. 
.    A.  Boffle. 

J.  S.  Bowie. 
.    M.  M'Lean. 

J.  A.  Anderson. 
.    P.  T.  Muirhead. 

J  W.  Watt. 
'  I  G.  WiUiams. 
.    W.J.Miller. 


DUNDEE. 


AbemTte,  etc,     •    . 
Brougbty-Ferry,  East, 

„  West, 

Dundee,  Albert  Sq., 
M'Cheyne, . 
SL  David's, 

SL  John's, 

St.  Paul's, 
St  Peter's, 


it 


II 
fi 


Wellgate, 
Willison 


lifT,  ,     .     . 

LoDgforgao, 
Mains,  .  . 
Monifieih,   . 

,,       South, 
Monikie, 
Tealing, 


J.  Wilson. 

J.  E.  Somerville. 

{  J.  Lyon. 

I  G.  E.  Troup. 
N.  Taylor. 
A.  H.  Reid. 
J.  Dunlop. 
A.  O.  Laird. 
D.  M.  Ross. 
W.  Wilson,  D.D. 
R.  Waterston. 
J.  Jenkina 

D.  Cook. 
T.  HilL 

W.  R.  Moncnr. 
John  Kennedy. 
J.  Hunter. 
R>  liorimer. 

E.  Cross. 

C.  Smith. 
M.  Mlntyre. 

D.  Turner. 


Dundee,  Chalmers*  Ch.,  R.  Milligan. 
Chapelshade, 
Dudhope,    •    A.  Inglis. 
Hilltown,    .    J.  Macpberson. 
St.  Andrew's,  J.  Ewing. 

Lochee T.B.  Dodds. 


DUNFERMLINE. 


AberdouTf   ....    J.  Brown. 
Colrofls,      .     .     .    .    D.  W.  B.  Fleming. 
Dunfermline,  Abbey,     J.  M.  Shiach. 

„     St.  Andrew's,  D.  Imrie. 
TulHaUan,  ....    J.  W.  Laurie. 


DUNKELD. 


CoogregatlonB  eontrlbutlxig  at  tlie  rate  of 
108.  and  upwards  per  Member. 


AuchtergavoD, 
BurreltoD,  .  . 
Gftrg^il,  •  •  • 
Cluniey  .  .  . 
Dal^ise,  etc., 

Kirkmichael,  . 
Lethendj,  .  . 
Moulin,      .     . 


J.  A.  Cook. 
A.  S.  Robertson. 
G.  C.  Baxter. 

C.  Keith. 

A.  C.  Sutherland. 

D.  Macpherson. 
p.  D.  M'Isaac. 
A.  Gordon. 

J.  Stewart 


Congregatloiis  contributiiig  at  tbe  rale  of 
78.  6d.  and  under  lOs.  per  Member. 


DUNOON. 


Danoon R.  M*Morran. 

Innellan J.  Inring. 

Kilfinnao,  .     .    .    .  D.  CampbeU. 

Kilmodan,  ....  A.  F.  Ruesell. 

Kihnnn D.M'Kerohar. 

Kingarth,    ....  R.  Williameon,  D.U 

„       South,  .    .  D.  Meiklejohn. 

.  North  Bute,     .    .    .  J.  T.  M'Lean. 

Rothesay,  Free  Parish,  D.  Somerrille. 

ff  Gaelic,     .  W.  Ross. 

„         West,  .    .  R.  Elder.  D.D. 

Strachnr,    .    .    .    .  W.  Lauder. 


DUNSE  AND  CHIRNSIDE. 


Dunse,  .    .  . 

Ejemouth, .  . 

Greenlaw,  .  . 

Honndwood,  . 
Longformacos, 

Moraington,  . 

Swinton,     •  . 


.    J.  Mfller. 

•  J.  Miller. 

!J.  Fairbaim. 
A.  Cameron. 

•  A.  Spence. 
.    G.  Taylor. 

.    A.  Christie. 
W.  Shearer. 


AUanton,  . 


.    D.  M'Lean. 


EDINBURGH. 


Colinton.  etc., 
Corstorpnine,  . 
Cramond,    •    . 
Edinbnigh — 

Barclay, .    . 

Bucclench,  . 

Dean,     .    . 

Granee,  .    . 

Greyniars*,  . 

Hign  Chnrch, 

Lady  Glenorchy, 

Martyrs',  •    .  • 

Mayfield,     .  • 

Momingside,  . 

Kewington, .  . 

New  North, 


C.  M'NeilL 
J.  Morrison. 
J.  Smith. 


elnii 


Pilri^ 
Roseimm, 
RoxbniKh,   . 
St.  An£ew*B, 
StBeniard's, 


J.  H.  Wilson. 

R.  Gk)rdon. 

T.  Brown. 

H.  Bonar,  D  J). 

A.  Smellie. 

W.  C.  Smith,  D.D. 
I  G.  R.  DaTidson,  D.D. 
I  A.  Cnsin. 

W.  H.  Goold.D.D. 

J.  T.  Stuart 

T.  Addis. 

James  Begg,  D.D. 
[  C.  J.  Brown,  D.D. 
j  R.  G.  Balfour. 

J.  Calder  MacphaiL 

A.  G.  MaoGiUiTray. 

G.  Macaulay. 

R.  J.  Sandeman. 

John  Sinclair. 


Edinburgh— 
Holyrood,  . 

M*Cne, 

Tron,    .    . 
Yie^orth, 
NewhaTen, 


W.  Balfour, 
i  G.  Philip. 
I  N.  P.  Rose 
J.  Fleming. 
J9  Moi^gan* 
D.  Kilpatrick. 


EDINBURGH— OmttfiiMd. 


Congregattons  oontxllmtlng  at  the  rate  of 
lOe.  and  upwazde  per  Meml>er. 

T.  M'Lanchlan,  LL.D. 
(  8ir  H.  W.  Moncreiff; 
]     Bnt.,  D.D. 
(  R.  Forrest 

Alex.  Whyte,  D.D. 

Georce  Philip. 


St.  ColumWs, 
6l  GalHbert's, 


SLGeorffe's, 

St  JohlTB,    . 

St  Lake's,  . 

StMery'i,  . 
St  Panics,    . 
St  Stephen's, 
Stockbridge, 
Tolbooth,     . 

Leith— North, 


liberton, 
Portobello, 

Batho, 


(  A.  Moody  Stuart,  D.D. 
* }  J.  G.  Canningham. 
.    T.  Main,  D.D. 
.    W.  M.  Falconer. 
.    E.  A.  Thomson. 

A.  KeaT. 
.    A.  Mackenzie. 

W.  MacKenzie. 

R.  Macdonald,  D.D. 

T.  Crerar. 

D.  K.  Gnthrie. 


Oongregattons  eontrlbntlng  at  the  rate  of 
7b.  6d.  and  under  10a  per  Memher. 


H.  Watson. 
F.  Gordon. 


ELGIN. 


Alves,    .    • 
Elgin,  Sooth, 

Gennonih,  . 

Loesiemonth, 
Plnscarden, 
Urqohart,   . 


D.  Colvin. 
W.  A.  Gray. 
J.  Allan. 
Qeo.  Gardner. 
C.  Tolloch. 
A.  Robb. 
J.  Morrison. 


Bnrghead, 

Elgin,  High. 
Hopeman, . 


(  D.  Waters. 
•  J  R.  NiTen. 
R.  Cowan. 
.    G.  Caseie. 


Foveran,     ....  J.  S.  Clark. 

Uethlio,      ....  J.  Mennie. 

New  Machar,  .    .    .  J.  E.  Dngmd. 

Udny, G.Arohibald. 


ELLON. 


Cruden,  .  . 
EUon,  .  .  . 
Old  Meldrtim, 


P.  J.  Mnrdochi 
W.  FergnsBon. 
R,  Urquhart. 


FORDOUN. 


Fettercaim,     .    . 

1  x/. 

•    R. 

Fofdoon,    .     .    . 

.J. 

Glenberrie,     .     . 

.    R. 

Kinnefi|      • 

.    .    A. 

Laurencekirk, 

.    D. 

Uarrkirk,  .     . 
St  Cyras,  .    . 
StonehaTen, 

.    .    D. 
.    .    G. 

.     .    W. 

Paton. 

H.AbeL 

Philip. 

M.  Boyd. 

Watt 

Simpson. 

A.  Mackinnon. 

Anderson. 

DongaH 


Benholm, 


J.  Roger. 


Ban£^ J.  W.  Geddie. 

Boyndie,     ....    W.  Anderson. 

^'^ 1^:^^- 

Deskford,    .     .    .    .    W.  T.  Ker. 
Ordiqohill,  .    .    .    .    G.  G.  M'Donald. 
Portsoy,      ....    D.  C.  Boyd. 


FORDYCE. 
Ensie, 


C.  W.  Barolay. 


FORFAR. 
Congregatioiui  eontrlbutliig  at  tbe  rate  of  Congregations  contributing  at  the  rat«  of 
lOa  and  upwards  per  Member.  7a  6d.  and  under  10s.  per  Member. 


Aberlemno, 
Dannichen, 
Memus, .    . 


Dallas,   .    . 
Dyke,     .    . 

Edinkillie, . 
ForreSf   .    . 
KidIoss, 
Rafford, 


J.  D.  Fisher. 
J.  Hood. 
P.  Edgar. 


W.  DaTidaon. 
W.  Winter. 
A.  Anderson. 
A.  Robertson. 
J.  MTherson. 
J.  Baird. 


Forfar,  IstCharch, 

„      East,     . 
Kirriemuir,  North, 
Soaih, 


It 


A.  Camming. 

R.R08S. 

W.  Roy. 

W.  Livingstone. 


FORRES. 


Cnlsalmond,     .    .    .  D.  Carnegie. 

Garioch,      .    .    .     .  G.  Bain. 

Insch, J.  Henderson. 

Kemnay,     ....  J.  Dymock. 

Kintore,       ....  J.  GaUoway. 


GARIOCH. 

InTerurie,  . 


.    .    P.  W.Minto. 
Rayne, .    .    .    .    .    J.  C.  Roberteoo. 


Leslie,  etc., 
Oyno,     .... 

Bishopbriggs,  .  . 

Campsie,     .    .  . 

Cathcart,     .    .  . 
Glasgow — 

Anderston,  .  . 

Barrowfield, 

College,  .    .  . 

Duke  Street,  . 
Finnieston, 

Gorbals,       .  . 

Gt.  Hamilton  St., 
Hope  Street, 

Knox's,   .    •  . 

Kelvinside,  .  . 

Kingston,    •  . 

Macdonald, .  . 

Martyrs*,      .  . 
Maryhill, 


W.  M»Robbie. 
A.  Galloway. 

J.  Fordyoe. 
John  Duke. 
W.  Keith. 


A.  Somerrille,  D.D. 

J.  M.  Sloan. 

J.  Edgar. 

G.  Reith. 

E.  Gordon. 

A.  A.  Bonar,  D.D. 

R.  Bremner. 

G.  Davidson. 

A.  Urquhart. 

R.  C.  Smith. 

W.  R.  Taylor. 

R.GaQlt 

A.  Murchison. 

R.  Thornton. 

J.  GKrvan. 


GLASGOW. 

Busby, .  .  .  . 
Cumbemaold,  . 
Glasgow — 

BridgetoD, .    . 

Chalmers', .  . 
Cowcaddens,  . 
Kinning  Park, 

Whitevale, 

Wellpark,  .    . 

Victoria,    .    . 

Govan, 


Milton,   ....    H.M'Dougall. 
Paisley  Road,  .    .    J.  Riddell. 


Pollokshields, 
Queen's  Park, 
Renfield, .     . 
Ronwick, 
St.  Andrew's, 
St.  David's, . 
St.  Enoch's, 
St  George's, 


J.  Wells. 
Wm.  Scott. 
M.  Dods,  D.D. 
J.  M'Dermid. 
J.  Isdale. 
J.  Burnett. 
A.  Melville. 
G.  W.  Thomson. 


St.  George's  Road,    J.  Torrance. 
St.  John  s,   .    .    .    G.  G.  Cameron. 


St.  Matthew's, . 

SL  Paul's,    .  . 

St.  Peter's,  .  . 

St  Stephen's,  . 
Tollcross, 


S.  Miller,  D.D. 
C.  A.  Salmond. 
Wm.  Jeffrey. 
James  Brown. 
James  Nicol. 
J.  Drysdale. 


Tron Wm.  Leitch. 


A.  0.  HendenoD. 
D.  K.  M'Meikan. 

A.  Wilson. 
W.  J.  Thomson. 
D.  MackinnoD. 
G.  Kerr. 
A.  Russell. 
J.  Findlay. 
J.  Hanson. 
R.  M.  ThontOD. 
J.  Cameron. 
C.  A.  Mackensie. 


Partick — Ist  Charge,  H.  Anderson. 
xt  .L^    1  (  James  Monro. 

Rutheiglen,  .     .    .jjohnQall. 


GL  ASGO  W—  Continued 


Ck)ngregatioii8  eontrlbutliig  at  tbe  rate  of 
lOt.  and  upwards  per  Member. 

Union,     ....    Alex.  Skene. 
West, J.F.  Ewing. 


Wefltboome, 

Wynd,     .    .  . 

HiUhead,    .    .  . 

Kflayth,       .    .  . 

KirkintiUocb— 

8t.  Andrew's, . 

St.  David's,  . 

Blillerston,  .    .  . 

Partick— High,  . 


A.  O.  Johnstone. 
Q.  Campbell. 
G.  D.  K.  Mnnro. 
R.  Black. 

A.  M.  Brown. 
W.  Patrick. 
A.  Thomson. 
H.  Brenm<*r. 


CoBgregatloiie  contrlbntlng  at  the  rate  of 
78.  6d.  and  under  lOs.  per  Member. 


Cumbrae,    ....    A.  Walker. 
Enkine,      ....    R.  R.  Caldwell. 
p„;j.  \  J.  Gemmel,  D.D. 

^'^•' JW.S.  Fleck, 

D.  Pnires. 


Gourock,  .  .  .  < 
Greenock — Gaelic,  . 
Martyrs*, 


GREENOCK. 

I  Greenock — North,    .    .    D.  Boyd. 

I       ,.       WellpTk,  .  j  JjS"*: 

Port-Glasgow,  Hamilton,  W.  Bell. 


M.  M'AskilL 
A.  Symington. 
James  Smith. 
Middle,     .    .  <  J.  Macfarlane. 

(  M.  P.  Johnstone. 
St.  Andrew's,    J.  J.  Bonar. 
St.  Thomas's,    W.  Langhton,  D.D. 
West,  .    .     H.M'MiUan,D.D.,LL.D. 

Largs, C.  Watson. 

Port  Glasgow — Newark,  A.  Baird. 


II 

fi 
It 
If 


Dirleton,     .    . 
Donbar, .    .    . 
GarTald,      .     . 
Haddington — St. 
North  Berwick, 

Prestonkirky 

Prestonpans, 
Salton,  .     . 
Tranent, 
Yester,  .    . 


HADDINGTON  AND  DUNBAR. 

J.  H.  Howson. 
J.  Dodds. 
D.  A.  Beattie. 
John's,  J.  Matthew. 
.    J.  Shewan. 

(  J.  Thomson. 
*  \  Thomas  Adamson. 
P.  R.  Mackay. 


Dakiel, 
East  Kilbride, 


C.  S.  M array. 
J.  Peterson. 


Airdrie — High, 
.,  West, 
Bothwell,  •  . 
Cambnslanff,  . 
Cambosnethan, 
ChapelhaU,.  . 
Chapelton,  .  . 
Coatbridge— Middle,     Alex.  Ogilvy. 


R.  W.  Lawson. 
W.  Gillespie. 
J.  A.  Fletcher. 
H.  G.  Shepherd. 
P.  G.  MiUcr. 
H.  M.  M'Kenzie. 
W.  R.  Paton. 


HAMILTON. 

Airdrie»  Broomknoll,    W.  Reid. 
Blantyre,  .    .    .    .    R.  M'Donald 


D.  Ogilvie. 
T.  Pearson. 
Hamilton— Bumbank,  T.  M.  B.  Peterson. 

„         St.  John's,  G.  Wallace. 
Holytown,  ....    R.  McGregor. 
LarkhaU,     .    .    .    .    W.  Findlay. 
ShotU, R.  Gilchrist. 

StrathaTen, ....    A.  Rankin. 
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INVEEAEAY. 


Congregations  contribntlng  at  the  rate  of 
lOs.  and  upwards  per  Member. 

Inveraray R.  Rose. 

Kilmartin M.  Macphail. 

Lochgilphead,      .    .    W.  Fraser. 

Do.,        Martyrs',  J.  M.  ShirreflFs. 
jNorth  Knapdale, .     .     A.  Ferguson. 
Tarbert,      .    ,    .    ,    M.  Macqaeeo. 


Congregations  oontributlng  at  the  rate  of 
78. 6d.  and  nnder  lOa  per  Member. 


5*^*°*' J.  Macqueen. 

pores, A.Macpheraon. 

Invemess-  High,      .  J.  J,  Black,  LL.D. 

Petty, A.  Campbell. 


INVERNESS. 

Inverness — East, 
M  North, 

Kiltarlity,     .    . 
KirUiiU, 


J.  MacTavish. 
G.  Mackay,  D J). 
H.  Mackenzie. 
A.  Fraser. 


Moy, D.  Mac&rlane. 


Ardrossao,  ....  J.  Stewart, 

2®^^^ fl.  F.  Henderson. 

Catrine A.  C.  Gordon. 

Jonlop P.  M*Leish,  D.D. 

Fenwick,     ....  B.  C.  Craig. 

G*«ton, AdamMaxweU. 

Hartford,     ....  W.  Reid. 

Irjine B.  8.  Maosnlay. 

Do.,    FuUerton,     . 

Kilbimie,  West,  .    .  A.  Davidson. 

Kilmarnock— Grange,  J.  M.  M'Culloch. 

Henderson,  D.  Landsboroogh. 


IRVINE. 

Kilmarnock — St.  Andrew's,  J.  Macqoeen. 


Kilmaun,    . 
Kilwinning, 

liondoan,    . 

Mauchline, 
Mairkirk^    . 
Perceton,    . 
Saltcoats,    . 
„  Gaelic, 
Steve  naton, 
Stewarton, 
West  Kilbride. 


R.  R.  Thorn. 

J.  MazwelL 
.    W.  Pinkerton. 

r  A.  Noble. 
'  I T.  Fowler. 
.    J.  J.  Pollock. 
.    R.  Noble. 
.    J.  Connell. 
.    D.  Scott. 
.    D.  Gray. 
.    Joseph  Forrest. 
•    J.  Clagston. 
.    W.  Mackenzie. 


Kilchoman, 
Kildalton,  , 
Killarrow,  . 


J.  M'Millan. 
D.  MacMaster. 
J.  Pearson. 


ISLAY. 


Ancrum, 

Castleton, 

Crailing, 

Denholm, 

Hawick, 


„      St.  Andrew's,  D.  Stewart. 

„      West  Port,    .  R.  Fordycc. 

Jedborgh,   ....  R.  Oameran. 

Wolflee,      ...  W.CRusselL 


JEDBURGH. 

H.  M.  Rattray. 
J.  A.  Smith. 
T.  S.  Anderson. 
J.  M'Clymont. 
W.  A.  r,  Johnman* 
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KELSO. 


Congregatlona  contribntliic  at  the  rate  of 

lOa  and  upwarda  per  Member. 
ColdBtreem,     .    .    .    J.  R.  Gillien. 


Uakentoan, 
MorebfttUe, . 
NenthorD,  • 
SpronBtOD,  . 
Weetnither, 


D.  Dobbie. 

A.  MacTaTiah. 

B.  HiU. 

A.  M.  Craig. 
J.  Isiet. 


GongregatioiLS  contributing  at  the  rate  of 

7a  6d.  and  nnder  IDs.  per  Member. 
Kelso, W.R.  Nicol. 


Abojne,      ....  A.  H.  Moir. 

Baaehoiy-TernaD,     .  R.  Beid. 

Braemar,     .    •     .    .  T.  ffiddie. 

Glaoj, J.  NiooL 

Crathie, W.  B.  Alexander. 

Eeht, D.  Mackay. 

Kincardine  O'Neill   .  W.Smith. 

Midmar, T.  Murray. 

Tariand,      ....  J.Smith. 


KINCARDINE  O'NEIL. 
LomphanaUi 


T.  Stothert. 


Foaeoway,  . 
Kinioas, 
Orwell, 
Strathmiglo, 


T.  Giniaon. 
J.  Wright 
A.  MitcheU. 
W.  Macara. 


KINROSa 


KINTYBE. 


Campbeltown,  Lochend,  J.  Benny  Caird. 
Kilbride,     ....    A.  Cameron. 


Kilcalmonell, 
Killean, 
Lochransa, 
Sbiakan,     . 


.  A.  M'Bae. 

.  J.  M.  MThereon. 

.  D.  M'Connick. 

•  J.  M*Lean. 


KIRKCALDT. 


Dyaart,  .     .    . 

East  Wemyss, . 

Kennoway, 

Kingbom,  •    . 

Kirfcaldy,  .    . 
„  Abbotohall, 
„  Dnnnikier, 
„  Pathhead, . 

Leven,    •    •    . 

Loch^lly,  •    • 

Markincn,  .    . 


.  N.  L.  Walker. 

.  G.F.  Knight 

.  G.  Campbell. 

.  C.  Shaw. 

.  J.  Stalker. 

.  A.  M*MiUan. 


.  J.  Bnchan. 

.  D.  Fergusson. 

.  P.  Macainsh. 

•  A.  B.  CampbelL 


Bomtisland,  .  . 
Inverteil,  .  .  . 
Leslie, .... 


D.  Couper,  D.D. 
W.  Mike. 
J.  Logan. 


KIRKCUDBBIGHT. 


Aacbencaim,  ...  P.  M'Neill. 

Balxnaghie,      .    .    .  A.  B.  Craig. 

Bofffae, G.  Elder. 

Caaue-Doufflas,    .    .  G.  Brown. 

„        M'Millan,  G.  Laurie. 

GirdioD,      ....  J.  BobertaoD. 

Qlenkens,   ....  J.  Haining. 

Kirkcudbright,     .    .  A.  ManhalL 
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LANARK. 


Congregatioiui  contrilmtiiig  at  the  rata  of 
lOa  and  upwards  per  Member. 

Abington,  .    .    .    .  R.  Logan. 

CarliDce,  ....  J.  White. 

Douglas,  .    .     .    .  C.  Gordon. 

Lanark,  .    .    .    .  D.  Mackintosh. 


Congregationi  ooatxilnitliiir  a*  the 
7a  6d.  and  under  10a.  per  Men 

Crossford, ....    J.  Ifatheeon. 
Forth,  etc.,    ...    J.  Bain. 


LEWIS. 


Stomoway — Second  Charge,    D.  J.  Martin. 


Armadale,  . 
Bathgate,    . 
Bo'nesa, 
Croftbead,  . 
Falkirk,      . 
Kirkliston,  . 
Linlithgow, 
Polmont,     . 
Slamannan, 
Torphichen, 
Uphall,  .    . 
West  Calder, 
Whitburn, 


Barvas,^   ....    A.  M'Arthor. 
Carloway,*    .    .    .    R.  M*Rae. 
Cross,*     ....    D.  M'Beatli. 
Knock,*    .     .    .    .    M.  M'Ritchie. 
Stomoway — Ist  Charge,*  J.  GreenA 
Uig,* J  X  Campbell 


Morrison. 


LINLITHGOW. 


J.  Roy. 

J.  Kessen. 

D.  Wilson. 

R.  Kay. 

U.  Mair. 

J.  C.  Bams. 

W.  M.  Nicolson,  D.Sc. 

J.  Anderson. 

Archd.  Reid. 

A.  F.  Murray. 

A.  Luke. 

D.  Taylor. 

J.  M'Knight 


Grangemouth, 


.    G.  W.  Cummt 


Gkdrloch,*  . 
Loohalsh,*  . 
Lochbroom,* 
Lochcarron,* 
Plockton,*  . 
Poolewe,*   . 


J.  Baillie. 
A.  M'Coll. 
J.  M'Millan. 
D.  Forbes. 
W.  Sinclair. 
R.  Dingpff  all. 


LOCHCARRON. 


Applecross,* 
Shieldaig,* 


K.  Maodonald. 
D.  Maodonald. 


LOCKERBIE. 


Annan,^ J.  Gailey. 

Canonbie,    ....    A.  W.  Milne. 
Ecclefechan,    .    .    .    W.  Howie. 
HaUmorton,     .    .    .    W.  Smith. 
Johnstone,  •    .    .    .    R.  Murdoch. 
Kirkpatrick-Flemingy    G.  Mills. 
Langnolm,  ....    J.  Panton. 
Lochmabeo,     .     .    .    £.  B.  HilL 
Lockerbie,  ....    A.  D.  Campbell 
nj  ii>  4.  S  R*  Kinnear. 

Mo&t,       .    .    .    •  j  K.  Moody  Stuart. 


Appin, 
Glenorcby, . 
Muokaira,  . 
ObsD,     .    . 


D.C.  Roes. 
D.  Macalister. 
T.  Mackende. 
J.  Maokay. 


LORN. 
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MEIGLE. 


CoBcnsattoni  oonttifentlag  at  the  rate  of 
10a.  and  upwards  p«r  Homber. 

Airlie, J.  F.  Linn. 

Aljth, A.  Fergoaon. 

Blairgowrie,  South,  .  M.  White. 

Goapar-AnguSi     .    .  T.  Batn. 

Cray J.  Robertson. 

Gleniala,     ....  J.  W.  Simpson. 

Meigle, A.  MTberson. 

Nei^le,     ....  J.  Fleming. 


Ckmgregat&ons  ooatritmtlng  at  the  rate  of 
Ta  6d.  and  imdor  lOa  per  Member. 

Blairgowrie,  let  Ch.,  J.  Baxter. 
Rattray,    ....    A.  Ross. 


Strontian,* 
Tobermory,^ 


A.  M'Leod. 
C.  Ross. 


MULL. 


NAIRN. 


Ardclaoh,  . 

Ardersier,  . 

Auldearn,  • 
Cawdor, 
Croy,      « 

Nairn,     .  . 


A.  M'Donald. 
A.  Cameron. 
W.  G.  Forrester. 
John  MTberson. 
A.  G.  M'Leod. 
A«  j^oe« 


Hoirn, 


D.  M*Neil. 


ORKNEY. 


Erie,  etc.,    .    .    .  G.  Home. 

Harray,  .     .     .    .  J.  R.  Anderson. 

Kirkwall,     ...  J.  Stuart. 

Orphir,    ....  D.  GiUiee. 


PAISLEY. 


Bridge  of  Weir,    .    .  T.  Carmthers. 

Houston,     ....  J.  Scott. 

Inchinnan,  ....  A.  MTurk. 

Locbwinnocb, ...  J.  Russell. 

Paisley,  OaksbawSt.,  G.  Ckzy. 

„       St.  George's,  J.  Thomson,  D.D. 

Pollockshaws,  East,  .  D.  Stewart. 

„  West,  N.  Brodie. 

Renfrew,     .    .    •    .  D.  Neilson. 


Johnstone,    ...  J.  Jeffrey. 

Paisley,  High,    .    .  J.  B.  Sturrook. 

Martyrs',  .  W.  Maciodoe. 

South,  .    .  J.  Paterson. 


II 


Cloaebam,   ....  J.  Hntton. 

Gleneaim,   ....  P.  Bnrrowman. 

Penpont,  West,    .    .  W.  Milroy. 

Sanquhar,   •    .    .     .  S.  Smith. 


PENPONT. 


PERTH. 


Abemethy, . 
Amgaak, 
CoUace,  .    . 
Diinbamey, 
Errol,     •    . 

Forgandenny, 

Kin  fauns,    . 
Methven,     . 


R.  Stevenson. 
J.  Young. 
J.  Reid. 
J.  H.  Wells. 

A.  Campbell. 
J.  Drummond. 
W.  H.  Telford. 

B.  F.  Greig. 
J.  M'Leisb. 


Perth,  Knox*s,   .    .    J.  Rainnie. 
„      St.  Stephen's,   J.  TuUoch. 
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Oongregatioiui  eontribatloir  at  the  rate  of 
108.  and  upwards  per  Member. 

P«th,Middle.      .    .■{S;teLdy. 

„    St.  Leonard's,  .     D.  D.  BannerniaD. 

,,   West*      .     .     .    Jos.  Gibson. 
Pitcairngreeo, .    .    .    J.  Q.  Kippen. 

Scone, A.  R.  M'Murchj. 

Stanley, J.  F.  Thomson. 


TERTE—Oaniinued. 

Congregatioiui  ooiitn]»tlBff  aft  tlie 
7a  6d  and  under  loa.  per  Mea 


SELKIRK. 


Aslikirk,     ....    A.  Giles. 
Galashiels, .    .    .    .    W.  W.  Smith. 
Do.,     Ladhope, .    J.  Spence. 

Lander, J.  Mitchell. 

w  1 \  W.  Consin. 

Mebx)8e,      .    .    .    .JR.  Sanders. 

Selkirk, W.  Steven. 

St  Boswell's,  ...  A.  Terras. 

Stow, T.  N.  Brydon. 

Yarrow, T.  M'Cnndle. 


SHETLAND. 


Kilmnir,* 
Portree,* 
Raasav,* 
Sleat,*  . 
Snisort,* 
SoQth  Uist,* 


SKYE  AND  UIST. 


J.  S.  Macphail. 
J.  Reid. 
A.  Galbraith. 
F.Graham. 
J.  Lament. 
D.  J.  Nicolson. 


Duirinish,* 
Tarbert,* 


J.  M'Rae. 
B.  Biackenzie. 


ST.  ANDBEWa 


Anstmther, 
Cambee, 
Cndl,  . 
Elie, .  . 
T^argo,  . 
Lencbars, 
Newport, 

St.  Andrews, 

Strathkinnes, 


Alloa,  East, 


A.  Greeoxy. 
F.  R.  Barry. 
J.  Jackson. 
W.Wood. 
W.  Bmoe. 
A.  Cleghom. 
N.  Mlieod. 
J.  Ainslie,  D.D. 
L.  Davidson. 
J.  B.  Lrrine. 


Ferryport-on-Craig,     W.  P.  Falconet 


II 


}  J.  Wright. 
•    •    •}  G.Milne. 

West,    .    .  J.  W.  Harper. 

Alva, Robert  M'Intosh. 

Bannockbum, .    .    .  S.  K.  Niven. 

Clackmannan,  ...  J.  Dmmmond. 

Denny, J.  Cowie. 

Dollar, R.PanL 

Dnnipace,   .    .    .    .  T.  Boberton. 

Larbert.      ....  F.  M'Pherson. 

St.  Ninian's,   .    .    .  R.  M'Corkle. 

Stirling,  North,    .    .  J.  Chalmersi 

TuiUbodv,  ....  A.  Thorn. 


STIRLING. 

Stirling,  South,  . 


W.  F.  Goldie. 
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8TRAKRAEB. 


Congregatioiui  oontrlbntlng  at  ibo  rate  of 
lOa  and  upwards  per  Member. 


CoirDryeD, . 
Glenloce,     . 
Inch,      •    • 
Rirkoolm,   . 
EirkmaideD, 
Leflwalt, 
Portpatrick, 
Shenchan.  . 
Stonejkirk, 
Straimery  • 


J.  JamteaoD. 
G.  WilflOD. 
J.  F.  Daly. 
R.  Gladatooe. 
J.  Cavan. 
A.  Warrack. 
A.  Urqahart. 
G.  Sherwood. 
G.  P.  BobertaoD. 


Ck>iigTegatlonB  contributing  at  the  rate  of 
7a  6d.  and  nnder  lOa  per  Member. 


Hnntly, W.  Burnett 


STRATHBOGIE. 
BeUie,  . 


I  D.  Dewar. 

( J .  Gray. 
Botriphnie,    .    .     .     R.  Grant. 
Gartly,      .    .    .    .    F.  W.  Stewart 

Keith R.  M'Leod. 

Bothiemay,   .     .    .     W.  Ingram. 


TAIN. 


Inyergordoni 
Einccmluie, 
Logie-EaBter, 
Nigg,     .    . 
Rotiskeen,   . 
Tain,      .    . 


C.  Sinclair. 
J.  M*Callam. 
M.  Macdonald. 
W.Fraaer. 
J.  H.  Fraaer. 
T.  Grant 


Edderton, .  .  . 
Kilmnir  Easter,  . 
Tarbaty     •    .    . 


D.  Forbes. 

D.  C.  Macdonald. 

I).  Murray. 


AUnaharra,* 
MeloesB,^    . 


J.  S.  Mackay. 
J.  Gumming. 


TONQUR 


Farr,* D.  Mackeniie. 

Strathy,^  .    .    .     .    Ch.  Mnnro. 
Tongue,*.    .    .    .    J.  R.  M'NeiU. 


TUBRIFF. 


Auchterleea, 

Dmmblade, 

Forglen, 

Maodu£( 

Turriff, 


A.  J.  Chrystal. 
A.  Forbea 
W.  Grant 
J.  Gardiner. 
J.  Sutherland. 


FoTffue,  . 
Fyvie,  •  .  . 
GamriOf  .  . 
Montquhitter, 

134 


A.  Wishart. 
W.  Ewan. 
D.  S.  Dykea 
J.  Simpson. 


WIGTOWN. 


Newton-Stewart,  .  .    W.  Strachan. 

Sorbie, J.  Gorrie. 

wi^uv..^  S^'  F*  Anderson. 

Whithorn,  .    .    .  .  <^  jy^^^  Kennedy. 

TiT«  ,  J  D.  C.  A.  Agnew. 

Wigtown^    .    .  .jj.B.Beid. 

614 
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Congregations  not  on  the  Platform  drawing  partial  or  full  Surplus  Fund,  in 
respect  that  their  Contributions  alone,  or  with  allowances  from  the  Fund, 
exceed  the  Equal  Dividend ;  and  the  average  rate  of  Contribution  per 
Member  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Surplus  Fund. 


CongregatioiiB  contrllmting  at  the  rate  of 
lOe.  and  upwards  per  Uember. 


Darris,     . 

.    John  Hendry. 

Edzell,   . 

Fort  Augustus, 

D.  A.  Macdonald. 

Keiss,     .     ^  . 

Alford,     . 

.    W.  G.  Brander. 

Dundee,  Ogilvie 

Skirling,  . 

.    J  AS.  Angus. 

Portmoak, 

Monimail, 

.    W.  D.  Beattie. 

~~- 

Ceres, 

J.  P.  Berry. 

4 

Temple, 
St.  Fergus, 
Garelocnhead,  . 

.    P.  Yule. 

.    J.  Skinner. 

.     W.  Ireland. 

Irongray, 

D.  B.  Meams. 

Glencaple, 

W.  Lorimer. 

Buckljvie, 
Brougfaty  Ferry, 
Lake's, 

.    G.  Rose. 

®*- 1  W.  W.  Peyton. 

Saline, 

.    J.  Calder. 

Sandbank,        « 

.    J.  Headrick. 

Langton, 

.    J.  Walker. 

Wardie  andGranton,    P.  C  Purves.                 | 

Blairdaff, . 

.    Alex.  Yule. 

Kilmarnock,  Martyrs*,  W.  Clow.                       | 

Yetbolm, . 

.    N.  M*Pberson. 

Ballater, 

.    A.  F.  A.  Moir. 

Whiting  Bay,  . 

.    A.  Stewart. 

Tongland, 

.    P.  Fisber. 

Livingstone,     . 
Glensniel,^ 

.    J.  A.  K.  Bain. 

.    A.  Mackay. 

Logiealmond,    . 

.    G.  Steven. 

Bowden,   . 

.    J.  Sinclair. 

Glass, 

D.  Macaulay. 

fk". 

Ckmgregatlons  contrllmtiiisr  at  tlie  rate  of 
7i.  6d.  and  under  10s.  per  Member. 

.    W.  G.  Lawrence. 
.    D.  F.  Sage. 
.    A.  Black. 
J.  Betbune. 
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No.  LB, 


Jfrtje  d^urrl^  fsi  Srntlanb, 


REPORT 


BY 


THE  SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 

On  the  Returns  of  Members  and  Adherents, 
for  year  to  2>^st  March  1881. 


MAY     1881. 


Thbse  Returns  are  embraced  in  a  Schedule  which  is  filled  np  by  Pres- 
bytery-clerks in  conformity  with  the  information  furnished  to  the  Presby- 
tery by  Kirk-sessions.  This  Schedule  is  constracted  so  as  to  embrace  the 
particulars  required  by  the  General  Assembly,  which  in  1876  adopted  the 
following  particulars  : — 

"  That  Presbyteries  shall  make  the  state  of  the  membership  in  their  several 
congregations  the  subject  of  careful  inquiry  at  the  end  of  every  year. 

"That  they  shall  obtain  from  kirk-sessions  an  annual  return  as  at  31st  March, 
certified  by  Uie  minister  and  kirk-session,  showing — 

"The  number  of  members  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

"  The  number  added  during  the  year  by  admission  or  tianafereDoe. 

*'  The  number  struck  o£f  by  death,  removal,  the  exercise  of  discipline,  or  any 
other  cause. 

"  The  number  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

"That  they  shall  transmit  an  abstract  of  such  returns  along  with  the  yearly 
presbyterial  return  of  members  and  adherents  appointed  to  be  made  in  connection 
with  the  Surplna  Fund  plan,  to  the  Sustentation  Fund  Conmiittee,  who  shall 
tabulate  the  same  and  report  thereon  to  the  (Jenend  Assembly,  and  on  tnmsmit- 
ting  the  abstract  of  the  congregational  returns,  the  Presbyteries  shall  make  sncb 
remarks  or  explanations  as  appear  to  be  called  for." 

Besides  issuing  to  Presbytery-clerks  the  Schedules  constructed  according 
to  the  abore  resolutions,  the  Committee  also  sent  to  ministers,  for  the 
guidance  of  Kirk-sessions  in  making  up  their  Communion  Rolls,  such 
instructions  as  were  necessary  for  famishing  to  Presbytery-clerks  the 
information  required  by  the  resolutions  of  Assembly. 

1-B 


REPOBT  OX  THE  BETUBNS  OP  MEMBERS  A9D  ADHJDIEKT8. 


I.-B. 


The  Committee  have  therefore  to  report : — 

1 . — Thfti  the  foUowmg  Prabyterie*  ha^e  made  complete  Ii 
embraeing  aJU  the  jHtrticulan  requirtdj  namely : — 


Aberloar, 

Danfermline. 

Kirkcadbrii^t. 

Abemctby* 

DaaooB. 

Lanvk. 

AhertariL 

Donee  and  Chifneide 

Linlithgow. 

AUonL 

Elgin. 

Loehcamm. 

Arbroath. 

Ellon. 

Lockerbie. 

Anchterarder. 

Fordonn. 

Lom. 

Ayr. 

Fordyce. 

Meigle. 

Biggar  aad  Peebles 

For£ar. 

Nairn. 

Breadalbane. 

Forree. 

Orkney. 

Brechin. 

Oarioch. 

Paiefey. 

ChaDonry. 

Haddington  and  Donbar. 

Penpont. 

Capar. 

Hamilton. 

Perth. 

Dalkeith. 

Inveraray. 

Selkirk. 

Deer. 

Irvine. 

St  Andrews. 

Diogwall. 

Jedbonb. 

Stirling. 

Dornoch. 

Kelao. 

Stranraer. 

Dumbarton^ 

Kincardine  (VKeiL 

Strathbogie. 

Domfries. 

Kinroee. 

Tain. 

Dnnbhuie. 

Kintyre. 

TnrriA 

Dundee. 

Kirkcaldy. 

Wigtm. 

2. — That  the  Returns  hy  the  following  Presbyteries  are  defective  in  one 

or  more  particulars^  namely: — 

Aberdeen. 

Caithi^0M. 

Dunkeld. 

Edinburgh. 

Olaegow. 

8. — That  no  Returns  of  Members  or  Adherents  have  been  given  hy  the 

following  Congregations: — 

(1.)  Lowland  Congreoations. 


Greenock. 

Mull. 

InvemcM. 

Shetland. 

Islay. 

Skye  and  Uist 

Lewiiw 

Tongue. 

Blair-Athol. 

Olaegow— Avgyle  Church. 


Unct»  2d  Charge. 
Lerwick. 


Tell. 


(2.)   CONORBOATIONB  IN  THE  HIGHLANDS  AND  I8LAND& 


Berriedale. 

Canbbay. 

Latheron. 

Lybfter. 

Keiae. 


Straehnr. 

Coll 

Invemeas,  Queen  Street. 

Tyree. 

Strathglaes. 

North  Uist 

Bowmora 

Strath. 

Baek. 

Kinlochbervie. 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
Seeretarji. 


Na  I.-0. 


(Stntul  Susttntatiott  JFutttr. 


STATEMENT  OF  CONTRIBUTIONS 


JtECEIYED  FBOM  THE 


CONGREGATIONS  OF  THE  FREE  CHURCH 

OF  SCOTLAND 


FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDING  14th  IIAT  1881, 


•  • 


AND  SHOWING  THE  INCBEASE  AND  DECBEASE  ON  THE  CONTRIBUTIONS 

OF  EACH  CONGREGATION  AS  COMPARED  WITH  THE 

TEAR  "ENDING  16th  MAT  1880. 


MAT.   1881. 


•  • 


EDINBXTROH  :  THOMAS  AND  AROHIBAU)  CONSTABLE, 

PBIMTKB8  TO  THE  QUUN,  AND  TO  THX  UKTVZBSITT. 

1881. 
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Jfrw  Cl^ttrt^  af  SScathxitj, 


REPORT 


BT  THB 


SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMMITTEE 


ON  XBB 


AGED  AND  mFIRM  MmiSTERS'  FTJlSfD. 


MAT  1881. 


1.  During  the  past  year  Legacies  applicable  to  Capital  have  been 
received  to  the  amount  of  £2330, 15s.  4d.,  and  the  Capital  Fond  is  raised 
to  £103,456,  4s.  9d.,  including  accumulated  Interest  and  Donations,  which 
are  in  course  of  being  exhausted  as  Income ;  whereof  £102,000  has  been 
invested. 

2.  Donations  have  been  received  amounting  to  £30,  Is.,  and  Legacies 
available  for  distribution  to  the  amount  of  £3365,  4s.  4d.,  together 
£3395,  5s.  4d. 

3.  The  Qrants  outstanding  at  the  commencement  of  last  Assembly 
amounted  to  £5085,  of  which  £140  were  chargeable  against  accumulated 
Interest.  That  Assembly  added  new  Qrants  to  the  amount  of  £1690, 
as  follows : — 

To  23  Colleagnes,  £1615,  less  previous  Grants  to  2  of  them  for 

AjsiBtants,  £90,  leaving  of  new  GmntB,  £1625    0    0 

To  4  AsBistants,  ......  165    0    0 

InaU,        .         £1690    0    0 

The  total  Gkants  at  the  Pilose  of  last  Assenlbly  th^  amounted  to  £6775, 
of  which  £140  was  chargeable  en  accumulated  Interest,  leaving  £6635 
chargeable  on  Income. 
1— D 
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The  Income  from  Interest  during  the  yeartoSlst  March  1881 

has  been 
Add  proportion  of  Donations,  etc^  as  stated  in  last  Report^ 


Deduct  Expenses, 


The  total  Grants  paid    during    the    year    have 

amounted  to        . 
Whereof  chargeable  on  accumulated  Interest, 

Eenubins  chargeable  on  Income, 


RemaLnfl, 

£5157  13 
140     0 


£3939    4  0 

729  15  4 

£4668  19  4 

120    6  6 

£4548  12  6 


1 

0 


5017  13    1 


Excess  of  Expenditure,         £469     0    3 

This  year  again  th«  Grants  paid  in  the  course  of  it  have  exceeded 
the  Income,  but  yet  they  continue  to  be  very  mnck  within  the 
amount  sanctioned  at  its  commencement  This  year  the  difference  is 
£1617,  6s.  lid. 

4.  During  the  past  year  seven  ministers  receivin«:f  Grants  have  died, 
and  the  Grants  which  have  thus  lapsed  amount  to  £500,  whereof  £80  was 
never  drawn  ;  all  were  chargeable  on  Income.  There  remain  at  present 
on  the  Fund,  Grants  chargeable  on  Income  to  the  amount  of  £6390, 
and  chargeable  on  accnmulated  Interest  £140. 

5.  The  Income  available  during  the  next  year  may  be  estimated  as 
follows : — 


Interest,    ...... 

Ninth  tenth  of  Donations,  1872-3, 

Eighth  tenth  of  Donations,  1873-4, 

Seventh  tenth  of  Donations,  1874-S, 

Sixth  tenth  of  Donations,  1875-6, . 

Fifth  tenth  of  Donations,  1876-7, 

Fonrth  tenth  of  Donations,  1877-8, 

Third  tenth  of  Donation,  1878-9,  . 

Second  tenth  of  Donation,  1879-80, 

First  tenth  of  Donations  and  available  Legacies, 
1880-81,  £3395,  5s.  4d.,  less  excess  of  Expendi- 
ture as  above,  £469,  Os.  3d.,  £2926,  5s.  Id.,      . 

Sixth  tenth  uaexpeaded  Income  of  1873-4  and  1874-5, 

Fifth  tenth  do.  18756,      . 

Fourth  tenth  do,  1876-7,      . 

Third  tenth  do.  1877-S,      . 

Add, 


£3700    9    0 


£30  12 

113     0 

45  19 

48  17 

69 

8 

139 

187 


6 

9 

10 

0 


292  12 

42     0 

17     4 

25  12 

2     3 


4 

0 
0 
6 
0 
9 
2 
4 


6 
0 
6 
0 
9 


Dednet  Expeasea, 


rKmit 


Ertimated  Income, 


1022 

7  10 

£4722 
130 

7  10 
0  0 

£4592 

7  10 

The  Orants  chargeable  against  Income  amount,  as  already  stated,  to 
£6330,  and  therefore  on  the  above  principles  there  would  be  a  deficiency 
of  Income,  the  Orants  being  largely  in  excess.  But  seeing  that  the 
inrested  Capital  amounted  at  31st  Mareh  1881  to  £102,000,  and  that 
there  is  every  prospect  of  this  being  gradually  increased  from  Legacies 
«pecially  Erected  to  be  capitalised ;  and  farther,  that  year  by  year  there 
continues  to  be  an  Income  from  other  Legacies  and  Donations,  although 
AuotaatiBg  in  amount,  the  Committee  remains  of  opinion  that  the  trial 
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should  be  continued  of  giving  Grants  in  all  snitaUe  and  proper  cases  i^vbere 
applications  are  made,  with  reason  to  hope  that  even  after  doing  this  the 
invested  Capital  of  £102,000,  and  any  Legacies  directed  to  be  capitalised, 
will  Dot  be  encroached  upon.  The  Grants. applied  for  to  this  Assembly 
by  ministers  amonnt  to  £935.  If  all  are  given,  the  total  amount  of 
Grants  wonld  be  £7465,  and  judging  from  past  experience,  payment 
will  be  required  during  the  year  now  current  of  nearly  £6200  of  this 
sum,  but  this  would  not  be  in  excess  of  what  could  have  been  paid 
last  year  without  encroaching  on  Capital.  The  effect  of  the  step  now 
recommended,  however,  must  be  watched  with  care  and  with  some 
anxiety,  and  doubtful  Grants  should  not  be  given. 

The  usual  lists  connected  with  this  Fund  are  in  the  Appendix.  The 
following  Abstract  shows  the  number  of  ministers  embraced  in  the 
Lists  of  those  receiving  Grants,  whose  length  of  service  as  ordained 
ministers  has  been  for  the  several  periods  under  mentioned  : — 

Number  who  have  been  ordained  for  less  than  25  years,    . 

Number  who  have  been  ordained  25  yeare  or  more,  bat  less  than  30  years, 

30                 „                 „  36 

35                 „                 „  40 

40                 „                 „  46 

46                 „                 „  60 

60                 „                 „  65 

66                 „                 „  60 

104 

WILLIAM  WILSON,  JL-Conven^r. 
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APPENDIX, 

I. — Cabeb  hi  wbicli  Colleagnes  have  been  allowed  by  tbe  GeBenJ 
Afisembly,  or  where  Ministers  have  resigned. 

Number  down  to  May  187^,     ...... 

Add  allowed  in  May  1880  •.'— 

Charge. 
KiUarrow, 
East  Wemyas, 
Kilbimie,  . 
Moazie^ 

Perth— Middle, 
Abdie  and  Newbnrgh, 
Edinburgh — St  Columba's,. 
Do.  St  Mary'g)     . 

Fort  William, 

Broughty  Ferry— West  Chnrdi,- 
Fettercaim, 
Garmoath, 

Brechin — East  Chnroh,-     . 
Dalmellington, 
Keig  and  Tough^   . 
Edinburgh —  M  'Grie^ 
Madeira,    . 


23« 


Hinister. 
James  Pearsoi^ 
G.  F.  Knight, 
Samuel  Spenoe,  LLiD.^ 
J.  B.  Omend, 
Thomas  Dymo«k, 
John  Murray, 
Thos.  M*Lauchlan,  LL.D., 
Thomas  Main^D.D., 
Charles  Stewart, 
John  Lyon,  . 
David  Paton^ 
John  Allan,  . 
Donaldson  Rose, 
Ed.  HaymaB) 
W.  P.  Smith,  D.D. 
Robert  Philip, 
John  Boohaoan,    .. 


17 


253 


XL — Of  these  253  cases,-  209,.  dating  from  1855  inelasiTey  hare  been 
admitted  to  Grants  from  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 
whereof  no  more  than  91  survive. 


8 
2- 
4 
6 

8 


In  1855,  5  Miidsters  were  admitted  to  the  Fundi  of  whom  thcFS 

In  1856,  7 

In  1857,  6 

In  1858,  a 

In  1859,  4 

In  1860,  7 

In  1861,  5 

In  1862, 

In  1868, 

In  1864, 

In  1865, 

In  1866, 

In  1867,  1(V 

In  1868,  8 

In  3869,  2 

In  1870,  5 

In  1871,  7 

In  1872,  5 

In  1878,  7 

In  1874,  12 

In  1875,  12 

In  1876,  17 

In  1877,  20 

In  1878,  11 

In  1879,    6 

In  1880,  28 
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THE  AGED  AND  IMFIRH  MINISTERS'  FUND. 


lIL^-LisT  OF  Ministers  drawing  Grants  from  the  Fund  for  Colleagues 
and-  Siiccessorsy.  or  as  retired  Ministers^  who  have  died  during  the 
year. 

1.  John  Roxburgh,  D.D.,  Glasgow^ 

2.  Robert  TraU,  I>L.I>.,  Boyndie^ 

3.  John  Bruee,  D.D.,  Edinburgh,. 
4.-  Walter  M'Gilvray,  D.D.^  Aberdeen, 
6.  Alex.  Mac  Wait,  Rothee, 
6.  S.  F.  M*Lanchlan,  Cawdor, 
1^  John  P.  Thomson,.  Kirriemuir, 


.      £80 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

*B0 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

£500 

0 

0 

*  This  Grant  was  never  dittwiv  by  Dr.  Bruce. 


IV. — List  of  Grants  now  payable. 

V            .^V      TT^                                                     «       ^      a*              V       V,^*         •      M 

Ordalsed. 

Admitted 
to  Fund. 

Orantfh>m 
Fund. 

Lr  CoUeaguu  mnd  Jtetirtd  Mtnuters  .%— 

1.  Geoige  Orr,  Symington,  . 

1840^-^ 

1855 

£40 

0    0 

2.  William  Taylor,  Pulteneytown,  £50, 

1843 

1857 

■ .  • 

*  • . 

Claim  waived  while  Mr.  Taylor  has  other 

employment.. 

3.  John  MacKail,  Ayr,. 

»i 

»y 

40 

0    0 

4.  James  Beattie,  BaJmullb, 

1826 

1858 

40 

0    0 

5.  Alexander  Stark,  Glesebum,    * 

1830 

1859 

60 

0    0 

182^ 

>86a 

80 

0    0 

7.  James  Manson,  Dunse,    * 

1842 

1862 

35 

0    0 

8.  Hugh  Martin,  D.D.,  Edinbur^^       . 

1844 

1863 

60 

0    0 

9.  G.  R.  Davidson,  D.IX,  EdinbuTg]^   , 

1928 

1865 

80 

0    0 

1*0.  CoUn  Mackenzie,  Airochar,     . 

1831 

1866 

80 

0     0 

11.  Charles  Marshall,  Dunfermline^ 

1841 

f^ 

70 

0    0 

12.  A.  L.  M'Cririe,.  Caimryan, 

1846 

,f 

60 

0    0 

13.  Robert  Kinnear,  Moffat;  . 

1841 

1867 

70 

0    0 

14.  David  Mitchell^  Glasgow,. 

1843 

ir 

60 

0    0 

15.  John  Eraser,  Gordon, 

1843 

,4 

60 

0    0 

16.  C.  J,  Brown,  D.D.,  Edinburgh, 

1831 

1868 

80 

0    0 

17.  Simon  Eraser,  Fortrose,.  . 

1835 

f  » 

80 

0    0 

^8.  James  Stark,  Greenock,. . 

1834 

1872 

80 

0    0 

*I9.  Alexander  l^eith,  Stricken,, 

1844 

«, 

60 

0    0 

20.  Thomas  G^un,  Madderty, 

1829 

1874 

80 

0     0 

21.  Robert  Shauks,  Buckie,  . 

1837 

*•* 

70 

0    0 

22.  Archibald  M'Dongall,  Ght^gow, 

1843 

60 

0    0 

23.  Angus  Brown,  Fortvose,  . 

1847 

f) 

50 

0    0 

24,  John  Wright,  Alloa,. 

1830 

1875 

80 

0    0 

25.  Darid  Burn,  Thurso^ 

1831 

tft 

80 

0    0 

26.  John  Fairbainr,  Greenlaw, 

• 

Carry  forward. 

1833 

9^ 

19 

... 

80 

0    0 

£1635 

0    0 

REPORT  BY  THE  SUSTENTATION  FUND  COMVITTEC  OK 
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I.  Colleagues  and  Retired  Mintsten, — 
coDtinued — 

Brought  forward, 
27.  John  Gemmell,  Fairlie,   . 
'J8.  Samuel  Miller,  D.D.,  Glasgow, 

29.  Janie»  Mnnro,  Rutherglen, 

30.  A.  S.  Paterson,  D.D.,  Ghugow, 

31.  Alex.  Mackinnon,  StrathfiUan, 

32.  John  Mackay,  Cullea,     . 

33.  D.  C.  A.  Agnew,  Wig  ton, 

34.  Alexander  Beith,  D.D.,  Stirling, 

35.  James  Drummond,  Forgandenny, 

36.  John  Thomson,  Prestonkirk,    . 
37>  John  AinalJe,  D.D.,  St.  Andrews, 

38.  David  Dewar,  Bellie, 

39.  David  Crichton,  LL.D.,  Arbroath, 

40.  W.  R.  Moncur,  Liff, 

41.  James  Walker,  D.D.,  Carnwath, 

42.  John  Campbell,  Uig, 

43.  David  Waters,  Burghead, 

44.  William  Nixon,  Montrose, 

45.  Robert  Wilson,  North  Ronaldsbay, 

46.  James  Findlay,  Glasgow, 

47.  Alexander  Spence,  D.D.,  Aberdeen, 

48.  John  Stephen,  Aberd^n, 

49.  Alexander  Stewart,  l^illin^ 

50.  John  Skene,  Dundee, 

51.  James  R.  Simpson,  Abbotshall, 

52.  Charles  F.  Corbett,  Hopeman, 

53.  James  Dixon,  Maryton,  . 

54.  John  Ferguson,  Bridge  of  Allan, 

55.  Duncan  Macgregor,  Glasgow, . 

56.  James  Macdonald,  Urray, 

57.  James  Yuill,  Peterhead,  . 

58.  William  Watt,  Norrieston,      . 

59.  William  Cousin,  Melrose, 

60.  W.  K.  Hamilton,  Stonehouse, . 

61.  F.  F.  Anderson,  Whithorn,     . 

62.  David  Thorbum,  Leith,  . 

63.  Farquhar  M'Rae,  Enockbain, . 

64.  Andrew  Noble,  Loudoun, 

65.  John  £.  Craven,  NewhilliB,       . 

66.  John  M'Farlane,  Greenock,     . 

67.  James  Begg,  D.D.,  Edinburgh, 

68.  A.  0.  Laird,  Dundea, 
79.  John  Laird,  Copar, 

70.  A.  Moody  Stuart,  D.D.,  Edinburgh 

71.  Alexander  Wilson,  Glasgow,   . 

72.  Hiram  Watson,  Ratho,   . 

73.  James  Pearson,  Killarrow, 

74.  George  F.  Knight,  East  Wemyss, 

75.  Samuel  Spence,  LL.D.,  Kilbirnie, 

76.  J.  R.  Omond,  Monzie,     . 


Carry  forward. 


Ordaintd. 


1835 

1836 
1837 
1840 
1845 
1851 
1822 
1828 
1831 
1835 
1837 
1838 
1840 
1843 
1846 
1826 
1831 
1832 
1835 
1837 
1838 
1839 
1847 
1848 
1856 
1846 
1835 
1849 
1830 
1835 
1837 
1840 
1843 

1833 

>» 
1841 

1843 

1830 
1833 
1835 
1837 
1841 
1843 
1829 
1832 
1833 
1836 


Admitted 
to  Fond. 


1875 
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Grant  from 
Fund. 


£1635 
80 
80 
80 
70 
70 
60 
50 
80 
80 
80 
80 
70 
70 
70 
60 
60 
80 
80 
80 
80 
70 
70 
70 
50 
40 
35 
35 
80 
50 
80 
80 
70 
70 
60 
60 
80 
80 
70 
60 
60 
80 
80 
80 
70 
70 
60 
80 
80 
80 
70 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 
0  0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

£6U6    0    0 
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THE  AQED  AND  INFIRM  MINISTERS    FUND. 


I.  CoUetiguea  and  Retired  Ministers, — 
contmued — 

Brought  forward, 

77.  Thomas  Dymoek,  Perth, 

78.  John  Murray,  Abdie, 

79.  T.  M'Lauchlan,  LL.D..  Edinburgh, 

80.  Thomas  Main,  D.D.,  Edinburgh, 

81.  Charles  Stewart,  Fort- William, 

82.  John  Lyon,  Bronghty  Ferry,  . 

83.  David  Paton,  Fettercaim, 

84.  John  Allan,  Garmouth,   . 

85.  Donaldson  Rose,  Brechin, 

86.  Edward  Hayman,  Dalmellington, 

87.  W.  P.  Smith,  D.D.,  Keig, 

88.  RobeH  Philip,  Edinburgh,       . 

89.  John  Buehaxum,  Madeirai 


II.  Asnslants: — 

1.  Greorge  Anderson,  New  CumnocV, 

2.  William  Ingram,  Rothieraay,  . 

3.  Robert  Elder,  D.D.,  Rothesay, 

4.  Darid  Purres,  Maxwelltown,  . 

5.  C.  W.  Barclay,  Enzie, 

6.  Alexander  Cameron,  Ardersier, 

7.  William  Oilsten,  Camock, 

8.  Alexander  Eraser,  Elirkhill, 

9.  John  Ingram,  Unst, 

10.  James  Ritchie,  Stromness, 

11.  D.  S.  Fergusson,  Strachaa, 

12.  John  Lengmmr,  LL.D.,  Aberdeen, 

13.  James  M'Clymont,  Denholm,  . 

14.  Thomaa  M'Crindle,  Yarrow,    « 


Orants  alveady  given. 


Ordaiiie4. 

Admitted 
to  Fund. 

•  «« 

•  •^ 

1837 

188« 

It 

■n 

1838 

*f 

1839 

9) 

1840 

•>» 

»f 

f» 

1841 

ft 

1843 

■»! 
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t* 
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1846 
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14^44 

»•» 

1851 

1868 

1843 

1876 

1831 

1878 

1843 

tt 

1844 

»•» 

1850 

»> 

1827 

1879 

1828 

*» 

1838 

>* 

1857 

»» 

1836 

1880 

1840 

»> 

1837 

M 

1847 

ff 

•«•*« 

«■«« 

Grant  from 
Fuud. 


£5115 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
70 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 


0  6 
0  6 


0 
0 
0 

0 
0 


£5965  6  0 


35  0  0 

40  0  0 

50  0  0 

30  0  0 

40  0  0 

30  0  0 

50  0  0 

50  0  0 

45  0  0 

30  0  0 

50  0  0 

45  0  0 

40  0  0 

30  0  0 


£6530  0  0 
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V.  Abstract  of  the  Account  ^f  the  Fund  for  Aqbd  and  Infirm 

MiNiBTRRS,  for  the  Year  1880-81. 


CHARGE. 

I.  DooationB  avnilable  for  dktiibution, 

n.  Legacies            ,,                    ^,         £3365,  48.  4d.,  for  In- 
vestment £2330,  158.  4<L,            .             .             .  . 
IlL  Interest  on  Investments,    «             .             .            ..  « 


£30  1  0 

^,695  19  8 

3,939  4  0 

£9,665  4  8 


DISCHAKGE. 

I.  Balance  against  the  FondAt^lst  March  1880, 
II.  Payments  to  Ministers  on  Fund,     . 

III.  Sam  Invested, 

IV.  Advertising  and  Printing, 
V.  General  Charges,     . 

VI.  Cash  Balance  at  3l8t  March  188  L, 


£9ai 

0 

4 

5,157 

13 

I 

2,000 

0 

0 

« 

5 

0 

lU 

1 

6 

1,456 

4 

9 

£9«665    4    8 


STATE  OP  FUND. 

Amonnt  invested,  as  stated  in  last  Aoconnt, 
Invested  as  above,  .... 


Cash  Balance,  as  above,  .... 

Amount  of  Fund,  as  at  3l8t  March  1881,' 


.  £100,000  0  0 

2,000  0  0 

£102,000  0  0 

1,456  4  9 

.  £103,456  4  9 


*  This  8am  includes  the  balance  of  nnexpended  Interest,  which  is  <9iaigeable  with  the  gnats 
admitted  in  respect  of  it,  as  explained  in  Report  1871-72 ;  and  Donations  to  be  also  gradoally 
afpropriated. 


No.  LB 


ixtt  €\inxc\i  ai  Srotlanb. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


ON  THX 


EQUAL   DIVIDEIfD    PLATFORM. 


MAY  188L 


The  Committee  beg  to  submit  the  following  Beport  of  their  work 
during  the  past  year  in  regard  to  the  biases  -of  application  for  the  calling 
of  ministers 


1.  Cases  in  which  the  Committee 
question  as  to  their  continuance  on  the 

1.  Oomrie, 

2.  Balmagbie,   . 

3.  Aimadale,    . 

4.  Orphir, 

5.  Inverkip,  • 

6.  Loanhead,    . 

7.  Tillicoultry, . 

8.  TnvernesB,  West  Chmreh, 

9.  Kinlochbcrvie, 

10.  Kilmory, 

11.  Back,   . 

12.  RoQsay, 

13.  Torooay  and  Salen, 

14.  Rathen, 

15.  Chryston,     . 

16.  Paisley,  GaeHe  Ch., 

17.  Muthil, 

18.  Stranraer,     . 


have  seen  no  reason  to  raise  any 
platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend  : — 

Presbytery  of  Anehterarder. 
Kirkcudbright. 
Linlithgow. 
Orkney. 
'Oreenoek. 
Dalkeith. 
Bunblaae. 
luvernesa. 
Tongue. 
Kintyre. 
Lewis. 
Orkney. 
MulL 
Deer. 
Glasgow. 
Paisley. 
Auchterarder. 
Stranraer. 


n 

*l 

•91 
^9 
»9 

rt 

99 
-99 

19 
•99 

99 
•99 


2.  Cases  of  application  for  ^alls  to  colleagues  and  successors  in  which 
the  Committee  have  seen  no  reason  to  disturb  their  present  position  as 
Platform  Charges : — 
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1.  Forgandenny, 

2.  Edinburgh,  M*Crie  Ch., 

3.  Brecbin.  East  Cb., 

4.  KUbimie, 

5.  Garmoutb,    . 

6.  Killarrow,     . 

7.  Fort  William, 

8.  MoDzie, 

9.  East  Wemyss, 

10.  Abdie  and  Newbitrgb, 

11.  Soutb  Leitb, 

3.  In  tbe  following  cases  of  applications  for  coHeagnes  and  snecessore, 
tbe  Committee  bave  agreed  to  raise  no  question  as  to  tbeir  position  on 
tbe  Platform  of  tbe  Eqnal  Dividend  so  long  as  tbe  colleagnesbip  exists 
but  reserve  tbeir  rigbt  to  reconsider  tbe  matter  on  tbe  demise  of  the 
senior  minister : — 


Presbytery 

of  Perth. 
Edinburgh. 
Brecbin. 

Irvine. 

t> 

Elgin. 
Islay. 
Abertarff. 

f  • 

Ancbterarder 

Kirkcaldy. 

Cupar. 

F/linbargh. 

1.  Keig  and  Tough,  . 

2.  Fettercaim, 

3.  Dalmellington, 


Presbytery  of  Alford. 
Fordoun. 
Ayr. 


»♦ 


»» 


4.  Cases  wbicb  tbe  Committee  bave,  on  due  consideration,  agreed  t^ 
continue  as  Ministerial  Cbarges  on  tbe  footing  of  tbe  Act  III.  section  2 
of  Assembly  1877  : — 

1.  Humbie,        ....       Presbytery  of  Haddington  and  Dunbar. 


2.  Langton, 

3.  St.  Fergus,    . 

4.  Firth,  . 

5.  Kirkmichael, 

6.  Irongray, 


Dunse  and  Chimside. 

Deer. 

Orkney. 

Abemethy. 

Dumfries. 


Tbe  Committee  bave  bad  remitted  to  tbem  by  tbe  Commission  of 
Assembly  of  Marcb  last,  tbe  following  applications  for  colleagues  and 
successors  from  aid-receiving  Cbarges  for  their  consideration  : — 

1.  Durness, 


2.  Blair-Athole, 

3.  Coll,     .... 

4.  Cambusnethan, 

5.  Denholm, 

6.  Leven, 

7.  Stow,   .... 

8.  Glasgow,  Campbell  Street, 

9.  Udny, .... 

10.  Strachan,     . 

11.  Maybole, 


Presbytery  of  Tongue. 


»» 


n 


n 


f» 


»» 


»» 


»> 


ft 


»» 


aj 


Dunkeld. 

MulL 

Hamilton. 

Jedburgh. 

Kirkcaldy. 

Selkirk. 

Glasgow. 

EUon. 

Kincardine  O'NeiL 

Ayr. 


Tbe  Committee  beg  to  report  tbat  tbey  raise  no  objection  at  tbe  pre- 
sent stage  to  tbe  applications  being  proceeded  witb. 

A  similar  application  from  Mariners'  Congregation,  Aberdeen^  bas  also 
been  considered  by  the  Committee,  in  regard  to  wbicb  tbey  beg  to  report 
tbat,  in  their  opinion,  looking  to  tbe  past  bistory  of  this  congregation,  and 
its  future  prospects,  it  is  inexpedient  to  continne  it  as  a  Ministerial  Cbarge, 
and  tbey  request  to  be  beard  before  tbe  Assembly's  Committee  in  ref^ard 
to  tbe  reasons  which  bave  influenced  tbem  in  coming  to  this  resolution. 

Tbe  Committee  append  their  Report,  given  in  by  tbem  to  tbe  Commis- 
sion in  March  last,  in  regard  to  the  congregations  which  fall,  in  terms  of 
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the  Acts  of  Assembly  thereanent,  to  be  admitted  as  aid-receiving  Charges 
to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 

They  also  append,  as  usual,  the  lists  of  congregations  which  have  in 
former  years  been  admitted  to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  as 
well  as  those  which  have  been  admitted  to  the  benefit  of  the  Act  III.  section 
2  of  Assembly  1877,  showing  their  present  position  as  regards  the  contri- 
butions to  the  Sustontation  Fund,  compared  with  the  promise  made  at 
calling  a  minister,  and  the  position  they  occupied  in  the  year  preceding 
their  admission  to  the  Platform,  or  the  benefits  of  said  Act  of  1877. 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 

Secretary, 


KEPOBT  OF  THE  Committee  on  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend 
to  the  Commission  of  the  Greneral  Assembly,  March  1881. 

The  Committee  having  regard  to  the  Acts  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly,  in 
reference  to  the  admission  of  aid-receiving  Charges  to  the  Platform  of  the 
Equal  Dividend,  beg  to  report  to  the  General  Assembly,  through  their 
Commission,  as  follows : — 

1.  BowMOBX. — Presbytery  of  Islay.  Sanctioned  in  1859.  First  miniBter  or- 
dained in  1860.  This  congregation  being  at  present  vacant,  and  besides  having 
failed  hitherto  to  contribute  the  amount  promised  at  sanction,  the  Committee 
recommend  that  its  admission  to  the  Platform  be  further  postponed. 

2.  PoRTKKOOJUE. — Presbytery  of  Fordyce.  Sanctioned  in  1863.  The  first 
minister  of  this  charge  was  ordained  on  29th  April  1875.  The  Committee  again 
recommend  that  it  be  deferred  until  they  come  to  consider  the  cases  where  min- 
istera  were  ordained  for  the  first  time  in  that  year. 

3.  Arprishaiq. — Presbytery  of  Inveraray.  Sanctioned  in  1865.  First  minister 
ordained  in  1868.  This  congregation  has  been  postponed  by  the  Committee  for 
several  years  i>ast,  but  finding  that  for  the  last  two  years  the  amount  promised 
at  sanction  has  been  contributed,  and  to  all  appearance  will  be  so  for  the  year  to 
May  next,  thus  completing  three  years  of  contributions  at  this  rate ;  the  Committee 
recommend  that  it  be  now  admitted  to  the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend. 

The  following  congregations,  sanctioned  in  1872,  come  next  in  order, 
and  are  qualified  for  admission  to  the  Platform,  both  in  respect  of  their 
having  contributed  the  amount  promised  at  sanction,  and  as  to  priority  of 
date  of  ordination  or  induction  of  the  first  minister,  viz.: — 

1.  Glasgow,  Auoustene  Church. — First  minister  inducted  27th  June  1872. 

2.  KiKKMiCHAZU — Presbytery  of  Lockerbie.    First  minister  ordained  26tli  July 

1872. 

3.  Abkudbxk,  Grstfriars*. — First  minister,  under  its  re-sanction  as  a  Territorial 

Charge,  ordained  oo  3d  September  1872. 

4.  DuKBEK,  BoNNRTHiLL. — ^First  minister  oidained  27th  September  1872. 

5.  CoiOAOH. — ^Presbytery  of  Lochcarron.    First  minister  ordamed  1  st  October  1872. 

The  Committee  recommend  these  five  congregations  for  admission  to 
the  Platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend,  but  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  III.  section  2  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1877. 
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There  are  other  foar  coDgregations  which  were  saoctioDed  in  1872,  but 
as  the  dates  of  the  ordination  of  their  first  ministers  are  all  subsequent  to 
that  of  the  five  congregations  already  recommended^  they  do  not  enter 
into  details  regarding  these  at  present. 

The  Committee,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  in  relation 
to  the  congregations  formerly  Keformed  Presbyterian,  have  also  to 
recommend  that  the  two  congregations  whicb  fall  next  in  order,  vis. : — 

1.  Darvkl, 

2.  Kilmarnock,  Martyrs*, 

both  in  tbe  Presbytery  of  Irvine,  be  admitted  to  the  Platform  of  the 
Equal  Dividend,  but  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act  III.  section 
2  of  the  Assembly  of  1877. 

The  Committee  subjoin  the  usual  tables  in  regard  to  the  first  eight 
congregations  referred  to  above. 

The  Committee  find  on  the  list  of  Churcb  Extension  Charges  tbe 
congregation  of  Oarelochhead,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Dumbarton,  which  for 
three  years  has  contributed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  pounds  to  the  Susten- 
tation  Fund;  and  having  been  assured  that  at  least  this  sum  will  be 
Hunually  contributed  in  future,  they  recommend,  in  terms  of  the  Act  of 
Assembly  of  1877,  that  this  congregation  be  placed  on  the  Platform  of 
the  Equal  Dividend  as  a  self-«ustaining  Charge. 

William  Wilson,  Secretary. 


I.-B 
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APPENDIX 

No.  L 

Li9T  or  Chubch  ExTCXgiox  axu  Tssiuto&ial  Chabgb  admitted  to  tbe  Plat- 
form of  the  Equal  DiTidend  under  the  Act  X  of  Aaaembly  1863^  and 
subseqiient  Acts  relating  thereto. 


! 

1 
Coolribationi  «o  tho  Smm 

■tMiOBfteBd 

AID-RBCEIVINO 
COHO&EGAT10N& 

Amooal 

adjaic«d 

when 

the  Scbednle 

AmooBi 

of  Concri- 

batioBfor 

jotf  prior  to 

admianon 

for  Ibo  jcv  to  16th  lUj  1S80.  with  , 
tho  incroMO  or  diw.ti.oii.  eoaipora« 
that  Sna  with  Iho  aaioaBt  praniMd 
oradJuatedwboBthoSchMlaloiMwd  > 

tho  OoBMitlM. 

puMed  the 

to  tho 

CommilletL 

PlMCoan. 

Tear  to 

16th  Maj 

lb80. 

^~ 

1 

L  Auun&T  IMd. 

1 

1.  AbenMlhj(AX. 

£70    0    0 

£78    4  11 

£66    1    0 



£4  19    0 

3.  AlTie  and  IloihUmiirehiia* 

80  17    6 

68    7    1 

08    0    0 

£17    S    6 

■  «  •  •                J 

S.  Balmmghig,                .       . 

«0    0    0 

63    S    6 

60    3    I 

•  •  •  • 

10  16  11 

4,  Kilmair  Mid  SieoMboU,    . 

80    0    0 

70    8    8 

104    3    0 

S4    S    0 

•      •  • 

f.  DoDdM.  AJb«it0qyM«^     . 

65    8    0 

109  14    3 

136  13  U 

60    6  11 

•  •  •  • 

t.  OMdeCon, .... 

MOO 

87    9    7 

91    0    0 

•  •  •  « 

4    0    0 

7.  OroMbiU,  .... 

60    0    0 

63    0    0 

60    1    0 

0    10 

•  •  •  • 

8.  Aberiamno, 

80    0    0 

71    6    8 

76  10    8 

•  •  •  o 

3    9    4 

9.  Hartford,  .... 

80    0    0 

86    6    6 

136  14    0 

46  14    0 

•  •  •  • 

10.  aiMgow,  Wynd  Ohiirota,  . 

60    0    0 

63  16    9 

60  IS    6 

tf  IS    6 

•  •  •  • 

£771    6    6 

£728  10    6 

£886  19    1 

£137  18  10 

£33    6    3 

11.  PoUoduhftwi,  BmC  Cboidi. 
XL  Amublt  18M. 

«  ■  •  • 

126    0    0 

94  10    1 

•  •    •  0 

•  •  •  • 

IS.  Loefaf^,.       .       .       . 

£70    0    0 

£95    8    4 

£118    S    7 

£43    S    7 

•  ■  •  • 

13.  Hopcmui,                 • 

100    0    0 

61  10    6 

167  10    7 

67  19    7 

o  •  oo 

14.  OuBbutlaaL 

16S    0    0 

100  11  10 

313    8    9 

60    8    9 

•  •  ■  « 

16.  ObAiMlbaU, 

ISO    0    0 

116    8    6 

101  14  11 

•  •  •  • 

£18    6    1 

16.  Mldmar,    .... 
IIL  AiuvBLT  1867. 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

66    0    3 

•  •  •  • 

13  19    9 

£688    0    0 

£442  19    8 

£661    6    1 

£161  10  U 

£38    4  10 

17.  P«nh.  Knoz't  Obureh, 

£110    0    0 

£106    0    0 

£110    1    0 

£0    19 

•  «  •  • 

18.  8tnch,  etc, 

60    0    0 

88    6  11 

19  11    8 

•  ■  «  • 

£30    8    4 

19.  Qla^gow.  Toong  Sinst,    . 

60    0    0 

99  10    6 

90  13    0 

39  13    0 

•  •  •  • 

20.  Irfmnh— d, . 

IT.  Amimblt  1868. 

100    0    0 

108    0    0 

16  14    9 

•  •  •• 

63      6    3 

£880    0    0 

£394  16    4 

£346    1    3 

£39  14    9 

£113  13    7 

SI.  KIrkinUllocb.  84.  Andraw**, 

£160    0    0 

£160  10    1 

£146    0    1 

•  •  o  o 

£3  lOU 

2S.  InehioDui, 

188    0    0 

134    0    0 

ISO  17    8 

17    S    9 

38.  HUlta«Ml,  .... 

140    0    0 

66    1    0 

103  10    0 

37  10    0 

118    0    0 

116  13    0 

118  18    4 

1  18    4 

•  ■  •  • 

£640    0    G 

£446    8    1 

£483  14    8 

£1  18    4 

£68    3    8 

S6.  Bdinbufh.  Oow|M«. 

.... 

104    3    8 

141    3    8 

•  •  •  • 

. .  .• 

H-  «.     "      ,  PlaMMoe,      . 

133  19    6 

160    6    0 

a  •  •  * 

37.  Olaagow,  ChAlman*  . 

.  • .. 

77    7    8 

113    3    6 

•  •  «  o 

•  •  *• 
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Contribntlona  to  the  Sostentatlon  Fund 
for  the  year  to  16th  May  1880.  with 

Araoont 

Amount 

the  increase  or  deerease,  comparing 

promised 

or 

of  Contri- 

that 8um  with  the  amoant  promised 

AID-EBCBITINO 
GONGREOATION& 

adjnstea 

when 

the  Scbednle 

passed  the 

bution  for 

year  prior  to 

admission 

to  the 

or  adjusted  when  the  Schedule  passed 
the  Committee. 

Ooimmlttee. 

Platform. 

Tear  to 

16th  May 

InereasCk 

Decrease. 

1880. 

v.  AMimT  1869. 

S8.  Anenim.    .... 

£90    0 

0 

£98  14    5 

£67    0    0 

•  •  • . 

£28    0    0 

29.  Aberloor,  .... 

70    0 

0 

70    0    0 

70  10    0 

£0  10    0 

•  •  •  • 

80.  Bobarro 

70    0 

0 

70    0    0 

70    0    0 

■  • . . 

•  •  •  • 

31.  MiUeratoiM. 

70    0 

0 

93    0    0 

105    0    0 

86    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

82.  TvlAod,    .... 

80    0 

0 

117    0    0 

70    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

10    0    0 

88.  Olwsow,  Bridgegate, 
Yl  ASIIMBLT  1870. 

176    0 

0 

160  19    0 

116    7    6 

•  «  •  • 

69  12    6 

£665    0 

0 

£599  18    6 

£497  17    6 

£35  10    0 

£92  12    6 

84.  Bftlen  uid  ToroMj,  . 

£58    0 

0 

£67  17    7 

£64    0    0 

a  •  e  • 

£4    0    0 

U.  MoatroM,  St.  Paul't. 

80    0 

0 

151    6    8 

168  14    3 

£78  14    3 

•  •  •  • 

86.  OlMgow,  Lyon  Streel, 

77    0 

0 

86    1    6 

71    6    0 

•  •  •  • 

6  16    0 

37.  Oults,         .... 

130    0 

0 

120    0    0 

160    9    8 

20    9    8 

38.  New  PltaUgo,     . 

90    0 

0 

90    0    0 

61    1    6 

.... 

28  18    7 

89.  LwkhaU 

YIL  AseiVBLT  1871. 

90    0 

0 

98    9  11 

100    0    8 

10    0    3 

•  •  •  • 

£625    0 

0 

<£697  15    7 

£696  10    2 

£109    3    9 

£38  13    7 

40.  KirkoswAld, 

£66    0 

0 

£66    0    0 

£66    0    0 

•  e  •  • 

41.  Oarlop« 

70    0 

0 

70    0    0 

60    3    6 

•  •  «  • 

£9  16    6 

42.  StobhUl,    .... 

80    0 

0 

84  18  10 

90  10    0 

£10  10    0 

48.  AraiMUle, 

VIIL  Absimbit  1871 

120    0 

0 

100    8    6 

96    0    0 

.... 

24    0    0 

£886    0 

0 

£821    S    8 

£812  13    6 

£10  10    0 

£33  16    6 

44.  Dalrymple. 

£60    0 

0 

£62    6    9 

£60    8    0 

£0    8    0 

•  •  •  • 

45.  Dnnd«e,  Wellgftto,    . 

100    0 

0 

100    3    9 

60    8    4 

•  •  •  e 

£89  11    8 

46.  Olaigow,  Broomielftw, 

100    0 

0 

100    8    9 

48    9  11 

•  •   a  • 

56  10    1 

47.  OreeDock,  Gimwfordsbum, 

100    0 

0 

119    7  11 

144    2    8 

44    2    8 

48.  Newtyle 

80    0 

0 

81  11    3 

66    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

16    0    0 

49.  Rilberry  and  South  Knap- ) 
dale,     .        .       .        .  1 

IX.   ASBIMBLT  1872). 

65  17 

6 

60  17    6 

25  19    8 

•  • .  • 

89  17  10 

£505  17 

6 

£524  16  11 

£899    8    7 

£44    6    8 

£160  19    7 

50.  Whitburn, 

X.  Absbmbkt  1874. 

£80    0 

0 

£100    0    0 

£44    4  10 

•  •  •  • 

£85  16    2 

61.  Sooth  Uitt, 

£106    0 

0 

£107    7    6 

£39    8    4 

•  •  •  ■ 

£66  16    6 

52.  BuBby,       .... 

106    0 

0 

110    0    0 

110    0    0 

£6    0    0 

■  •  «  • 

68.  BtebopbiiggB,    . 

100    0 

0 

108    0    0 

120    0    0 

20    0    0 

ft  •  •  • 

64.  Gamrie 

80    0 

0 

80    0    0 

46  12    0 

•  •  •  • 

88    8    0 

66.  Oreenock,  North  Ohnreb, 
XL  AflSiMBiT  1876. 

100    0 

0 

110    7    1 

109  14    9 

9  14    9 

•  ft  ft  • 

£491    0 

0 

£615  14    6 

£425  10    1 

£84  14    9 

£100    4    8 

66.  Loehend  and  New  Abbfgr, 

£120    0 

0 

£127  19    6 

£186    2    0 

£16    2    0 

•  •  •  fl 

67.  Dumfries,  South  Ch., 

160    0 

0 

127    4    3 

153  11    0 

•  •  •  • 

£6    9    0 

68.  AbifiKton   and   Crawford- 
jobn,    .        .        .        .  ' 

80    0 

0 

112  19    4 

117  19    8 

87  10    8 

ft  •  •  ft 

69.  Strstbdon  and  Olenbncket, 

80    0 

0 

80    0    0 

70    4    8 

.... 

0  16    9 

60.  Aberdeen,  OaUoi^ate, 

lOO    0 

0 

106  15    0 

106    0    0 

6    0    0 

•  •  •  ft 

61.  Kemnay,  .... 

100    0 

0 

115  14    0 

100    4    0 

0    4    0 

•  •  •  • 

£640    0 

0 

£669  12    1 

£684    0    6 

£60    5    8 

£16    4    9 
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AID-RECBIVINO 
OONQBKQATIONB. 

Amount 

promieed  or 

adjmted 

when 

the  Schedule 

paeeedtbe 

Gommlttee. 

Amount 
of  Contri- 
bution for 
year  prtor  to 
admlitioa 

to  the 
Platform. 

Oontribntlons  to  the  SuatentatloB  Fund 
for  the  year  to  15th  May  1880.  with 
the  increaw  or  decraaee,  eompariai; 
that  Sum  with  the  amount  promiied 
or  adjurted  when  the  Schedule  p— ed 
the  Oonwtittee. 

Tear  to 

15th  May 

1880. 

u^ 

D-«. 

XII.  Ammblt  18T8. 

• 

61  Onmpsle,  .... 
68.  OlMgow,Maodoi»ldCh.,. 
84.  loTernaM,  Weit  Ohoreh, . 
68.  Oonook,  .... 

Xni.  Amimblt  1877. 

£100    0 
100    0 
110    0 
120    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

£180    0 
54  IS 

181  18 
140  U 

0 

0 
8 
0 

^099  18    S 

64  11    0 
100    0    0 
138  14    0 

■  •  •  • 

•  •  e* 

•  •  •  • 

£18  14 

0 

£0    8  10 
85    9    0 
10    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

d5480    0 

0 

£487    T 

8 

£408    I    2 

£18  14 

0 

£45  IS  10 

66.  OlMgow,  Cowcaddeni,     . 
6T.        ..        Dennlatouii, 
68.  Saltooftta,  GmUo,    . 

XIT.  Amimblt  1878. 

£M0    0 

150    0 

90    0 

0 
0 
0 

£160   « 

1T6    1 

97    0 

0 

t 

0 

£116    8    0 

151  18    1 

98    0    0 

£18    8 
1  13 
8    0 

0 

1 

0 

a  •  •• 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

£340    0 

0 

£4SS    1 

7 

£868    1    1 

£88    1 

1 

•  «  *  • 

69.  AberdMD,  Rutherford,    . 

70.  HAwiek,  Weet  Port, 

71.  WestCAlder,    . 

78.  Holm 

74.  BtrsthblMieb     . 
78.  Ch»peUoa. 

X7.  AiBiMBlT  18T9. 

£180    0 
100    0 
80    0 
80    0 
TO    0 
110    0 
T5   0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£US    0 
120    0 

98    0 
t02    0 

84    6 
111  18 

84    8 

0 
0 

4 
0 
6 
8 
5 

£124    8    T 
121  10    0 
98    0    1 
88  19    0 
87  18    6 
lOS   9    0 
91    S    9 

•  •  •  • 

£S1  18 
18    0 

■  •  •  • 

IT  18 

.... 

18    S 

0 

1 

8 

9 

£8  14    8 

•  a  a  • 

•  •  •  • 

11     1     0 

■  •  •  • 

T  U    0 

•  •  •  • 

£645   «. 

0 

£782  11 

5 

£889    4  11 

£68  11 

4 

£S4    8    5 

76.  WelidAle, 

77.  Tolleroes. 

78.  Orouford, 

79.  AoohterleMU 

80.  Forth  and  Wllaontown,  . 

81.  Bjee,       .... 
81.  KlleftlmoD«n,   . 

83.  Loeh»llpbead.Hart7n\  . 

81  IKnnfHce,MurtyT«\. 

88.  Peopoat,  Wert  Ohoreh,  . 

XVI.  AniMBLT  1880. 

£80    0 
110    0 

100    0 
80    0 
100    0 
100    0 
100    0 
84    0 
161    0 
140    0 

0 
0 
0 
•0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

£82  18 

108  18 
98    1 
104  18 
107  17 
187    1 
150    0 
93  17 
ttn    0 
140    0 

8 

8 
1 

7 
0 
4 
0 
6 
0 
0 

£8Slff   « 

81    T   « 
T6    9    8 
9ff  IS    8 
99  18    8 

146  IS    T 
140  18    0 
91  M    9 
158    8    9 
140    0    0 

£8  18 

•  ■  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

15  IS 

«  •  •  • 

46  IS 

40  18 

T19 

•  •  •  • 
a  •  •  • 

8 

S 

T 
0 
9 

•  •  •  • 

£S8  If    6 
S8  18    T 

•  •  •  • 

0    T    • 

«  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  ■  •  • 

8  14    8 

•  •  a  • 

£1005   0 

0 

£U8817 

8 

£106T    8    « 

£113  18 

4 

£61    4  10 

86.  OvlroM,    .... 
ST.  Altoahwra. 

88.  MonMetb,  South,    . 

89.  South  Kfngifth,       . 

90.  OrofthcMl, 

91.  GiMKow.  MRfatbin.    . 

92.  KUbtmle.  Weet  Chureb,  . 
98.  Obetle-DouglM,  ]f*MillMi) 

Ohurdh,                       • } 

£10T    0 
80    0 
150    0 
100    0 
80    0 
100    0 
150    0 

167    0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

«  •  a  » 

£104    8    « 
80    0    0 
150  IT    8 
105    0    0 
88  18    8 
100  IT    9 
180    0    0 

18T    0    0 

•  ■  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

£0  17 
8    0 
6  15 

0  17 

••  • . 

..  .• 

• 
0 
0 
9 

£S14    4 

. » »• 
.  •  •• 

. . .  • 

.  • . «        1 

* .  .* 

■ .  .• 

£984    0 

0 

•  •  •« 

£943  U  11 

£18  10 

8 

£S14    4 
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APPENDIX. 


No.  II. 


Lisrr  OF  Oonorioations  admitted  m  Self-Safltftiniag  Charges  to  the  Platform  of 
the  Equal  IHyidend  by  the  General  AasembHea  of  1866  to  1880  incloBiTe. 


CONGUBGATIOira 


t.   AaSMMMLt  IM5. 

1        „       WwiOhiu«h«     . 
S.  Benton,  OmUo  Ohurdh,    . 

4.  Brooghty      Fony,      XmI  ) 

Obnxdi.  .       .  I 

5.  Gln^Bow.  OoEtft  Ohnreli,  . 


n.  AsniTB&T  18M. 

6.  BInligowTit,  Boatli  Ohurdi, 

7.  Hetaabnrgh,  Pnrk  Ohordi, 


in.  AasiMBiT  1W7. 
8.  InTtfgoidon, 


nr.  Anuf  BIT  1B6& 
9.  KlngiweUi, 

10.  Arteoftth,  Knox's  Ohunh, 

11.  ~ 


Amount 
promiied  or 

MUUftfOd 

vbon 

the  Bchadiilo 

paModtho 

Oommlttoa 


£M9  0  0 

800  0  0 

162  0  0 

630  0  0 

974  0  0 


£9386 

0 

0 

1 

£S0< 
144 

0 
0 

0 
0 

£449 

0 

0 

£150 

0 

0 

T.  AiOMBlT  1869. 

IS.  Aberdeoa,  High  Ohoreh,  . 
IS.  Haviek,  St.  Andrew*!,  . 
14.  BdtnlMuigh,  BoMbara. 


TL  AiOiiBKT  1879. 

16.  OlMgow,  Klnnlng  Perk, 
19.       -,        Txinltj,     . 

17.  Xdmbwgk.  Oruigo, 

18.  PaitlA.  High  Chorok, 

19.  -    - 


£150  0  0 
180  0  0 
154    0    0 


Oontilbaflont 

for  Tear 

prior  to  ad- 

miMion 

•to  the 

Platfonn. 


£591    5    1 

910    1    9 
160    9    8 

108  19  10 

900  14    4 


£1981  9    6 


£85t    0    0 

985    6    5 


£587    5    5 


£150    1    8 


£156  0  0 
151  6  6 
148    8    7 


£480    0    0    £449  15    1 


TIL  AmMBif  1871. 
99.  Aiidife^  BkoemknoU, 

Tin.  AsniTBiT  1871 
11.  Glaigow,  Qaean'i  Park,   . 

IZ.  Abuhb&t  1873. 
tS.  Sdtnhaigh,  Stoekhridga,  . 


£970  0  0 
160  0  0 
100    0    9 


£510    0    0 


£969  19  10 
150  0  0 
193  14    9 


£611    7    0 


£150    0 


167 
141 
115 

150 


9 

9 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£884   0    0 


£199    0    0 


£150    0    0 


£150    0    0 


£158    9  9 

176  10  4 

469  10  0 

135    8  8 

196  14  8 


£1119  8  10 


£150    9  10 


£150    0    0 


£186  18    1 


OontribatlonB 

for  Year  to 

UthMaj 

1880. 


£1079  18  1 
199  13  1 
140    6    9 


489 
1571 


1  11 
1  10 


£3518  16  10 


£987    7   9 
578  17  11 


£866    5    8 


eomparlng 
the  Ooatri- 
butloDt  of 
1880  with 
the  amount 
promiied. 


£75818    1 


598    1  10 


£135115    0 


£484  17  11 


£484  17  11 


£174  15    9 


£91  0  0 
186  10  7 
157    0    0 


£885  10    7 


£275  15  0 
184  7  11 
161  19    1 


£711  U    1 


£14  15    9 


£8    0    0 


£8    0    0 


oomparlng 
the  Oontd- 
bations  of 
1880  with 
the  amount 
promlaed. 


£0    6  10 
11  18    8 

190  18    1 


£211  18    1 


£17  19    8 


£17  11    8 


£5  15    C 

84    7  11 

161  IS    1 


£202  15    1 


£214  19  11 

91  17    5 

655    4    0 

814  19  U 

188    2    5 


£1815    8    8 


£160  18    8 


£317    9    8 


£888  15    7 


£«4  19U 

• .  • . 
518    4    0 


£578    8  11 


£40  18    8 


£167    9    8 


£230  15    7 


•  •  •  • 


B 


£58    0    0 
48    9    5 


£101    9    5 


£75    1  7 
.  •  •  • 

10  0  1 

11  17  7 


£97    0    8 
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RerORT  ON  PLATFORM  OP  TU£  EQUAL  DIYIDBMD. 
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1 

AmooBl 
promiMdor 

Cootribotioni 

for  T^kr 

GmtiriliiitlMia 

oonparlBf 

oonpMtaR 

COMORBGATIONa 

adiortad 

wben 

the  Sebodole 

prior  to  ad- 

mtelon 

to  tbo 

Platfoim. 

for  Tear  to 

UtbMv 
1880. 

theContri- 
bottoneof 
1880  with 

theOootti-  ' 
boSiooiof 
1880  with 

panod  tbo 
OonmltCM. 

tboaiBoant 

theaBBOODt 

Z.  Ambmblt  18T4. 

S3.  AbndetDp  RathriMtoo,      . 
XI.  ASSMB&T1876. 

£160    0    0 

£166  18    1 

£190    0    0 

£40    0    0 

•  •  •• 

24.  Ihmdee,  ll*Cb«yn«M6mL, 

£120    0    0 

£806    1  10 

£294  16    8 

£174  16    8 

.... 

26.  QlMgow,  Bftio^j  Obureb,  . 
XIL  Ahim B&T  1877. 

100    0    0 

220    8    0 

168    0    9 

68    0    9 

•  •  •  • 

£220    0    0 

£626    9  10 

£462  17    6 

£242  17    6 

•  •  •• 

26.  OlMgow,  Poaoobhkldi.     . 
XIIL  ABUMBiT  1878. 

£100    0    0 

£246  12    0 

£480    •  11 

£880    6  11 

•  •  •  • 

27.  KilmMBoek,  Onxk^fi, 

£160    0    0 

£201  17    6 

£206    9    4 

£46    9    4 

•  •  •  • 

28.  GovftD,  Sfe.  MMSfn,    , 

100    0    0 

268    5  10 

ISO  It    0 

180  It    0 

•  •  •  ■ 

29.  PambMrton,  Nortli  Oh,,    . 

167    0    0 

222  10    7 

831  17  11 

74  17  11 

•  ■  •  • 

30.  Gfatfgow,  Paldey  Road,    . 

100    0    0 

8]8    8    0 

238  16    1 

133  16    1 

•  •  •• 

81.  AberdMn.  FenybUl, 

160    0    0 

286    7    0 

320    8    1 

170    8    1 

■  •  •  • 

SI  Hamaton.  Bornbank, 

186    0    0 

237  16    1 

218    8    0 

26    8    0 

•  •  •« 

8X  S4iBbV8h.  Mfjfleld, 
ZIT.— Ahbmbit  18T9. 

186    0    0 

381  18    0 

411  18    8 

286  IS    8 

•  •  •» 

£1089   0    0 

£1761 17  11 

£1906   8    1 

£867    8    1 

•  ■  •  ■ 

34.  Qlugaw,  WMtbonne  Ob., 

£167    0    0 

£603  10    S 

£643    9    6 

£386    9    6 

■  •  ■• 

85.  Stomowaj,  Bndiab  GbMst, 
36.  aiMgow,  Ol.  Hamilton  St. 

180    0    0 

216  13    6 

218  10    8 

88  10    8 

•  •  «a 

200    0    0 

276    6    8 

271  17    6 

71  17    6 

•  •  •  • 

87.       Da      at.  Oeoige't  Road. 

200    0    0 

200    0    0 

188    §    7 

•  •  •  ■ 

£1114   6 

88.      Da      Boiwick  Oborob, 

200    0    0 

200    8    1 

200    0    0 

•  •  •• 

••  • . 

88.       Do.      Banowlield, 

187    0    0 

187    0    0 

168    8  11 

•  •  •  ■ 

28  17   1 

40.  Idtabmsbp  Maztjn', 

SOO    0    0 

202    0    0        too  17    0 

0  17    0 

...  • 

41.  Oreenodc,  Martyn*.  . 

200    0    0 

UO    0    0        200    0    0 

••  •*.  ^ 

....       ' 

48.  Port  OIUKOw,  Newark,     . 

128    0    0 

128    0    0 

180    0    0 

62    0    0 

■  •  •  • 

a.  Paidoy,  Oakriiaw  StiMt,  . 

800    0    0 

200    0    0 

194    0    0 

.... 

6    0    0 

44.  Ronton,  Leransido,  . 

200    0    0 

200    0    0 

180    0    0 

.... 

20    •   0 

46.  DwMlee,  Maitjrt',     . 

168    0    0 

162  18    6 

160    0    8 

7    0    8 

■  •  •  • 

£2206    0   0 

£2646  11   6 

£2700    8  11 

£656  14    6 

£61  11    t 
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No.    III. 

hmt  OF  GoNORiOATioirs  placed  under  the  proTimoni  of  the  Act  VIIL  of  AMcmblj 
1876,  M  modified  by  Act  III.  Section  2  of  ABsembly  1877. 


OONO&BOATIOSa 

Amoant 

promiMdor 

•4|ast«d  wb«n 

th«  8ohadol« 

pMMdtha 

OommittM. 

OontefbotloBi 

for  Tear  prior 

toadniMloB 

totbo 

prOTiaiiOlM  of 

laldAoti. 

OontrilmtloiM 

for  Year  to 

Uth  H  V  lOSO. 

iBoreaMon 

amount 

pronitadto 

Fund  aa  In 

flntobluouL 

DaeraaMon 

amoant 

promiaadto 

Fond  aa  in 

Ontoolomn. 

1.  K«lii.      .        .       . 

£60    0    0 

455    0    0 

414  17    6 

•  •  •  • 

445    1    6 

LFortlBgU,        .       . 

00    0    0 

46    S    0 

•  •  •  • 

a  a  a  a 

«•  £l««pl^       .       . 

00    0    0 

SO  13    6 

80    0   0 

•  •  *  • 

a  a  a  • 

1  MlBWd,   . 

00    0    0 

OS    0    0 

51    S    0 

17  17    0 

5.  Cookbumpttth, 

06    0    0 

50    0    0 

61    8    0 

46  "s    0 

•  a  a  a 

«.  IfjiiiCrtOM,   .       . 

05    0    0 

7S    8  11 

104  10    1 

0  10    1 

m  m  •  • 

7.  Mine,    . 

70    0    0 

1S4    1    5 

91  IS  11 

11  11  11 

•  •  a  a 

fll  OtaMhW, 

SO    0    0 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

•  •  a  • 

a  a  •  • 

9L  Alfoid,    . 

00    0    0 

01  17    6 

SO    5    • 

•  •  •• 

9  14  10 

10.  BUrdiifl; 

TO    0    0 

60    4  10 

70    0    0 

•  ■4a 

9  9   9  9 

11.   OlML       . 

11  Sftodbuik, 

75    0    0 
100    0    0 

59  10    0 
114    0    0 

85    5    0 
108  10    0 

10    5    0 
8  10    0 

99   9  0 

0     ■      «     « 

IS.  Dnrrii,  . 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

•  a  •  a 

•     •       •     ■ 

11  DaltoB.  . 

80    0    0 

80    0    0 

51    7    6 

■  •  a  • 

18  11    6 

15.  Skiriios, 

80    0    0 

101    7  10 

79  19    0 

•  •  a  a 

0    10 

1&  Fwtmodi.      . 

67    0    0 

67    6    t 

59  18    8 

•  a  a  a 

7.1    4 

17.  ho^minaod. 

70    0    0 

85    3    9 

69  16    7 

a  a  a  a 

0    8    5 

18.  BneadAto,     . 

50    0    0 

•  •  •  • 

46    0    0 

•  •  •  a 

10    0 

19.  Qnng^  . 

57    0    0 

4  IS    7 

57  10    S 

0  10   s 

a  a  a  a 

to.  TvboKon, 

50    0    0 

76  17    6 

45    6    0 

a  a  a  • 

4  11    0 

SI.  Xdsell,    . 

60    0    0 

41  15    t 

48    7    3 

a  a  a  a 

11  11  10 

SS.  MonlmftU, 

04    0    0 

78  15    8 

101    0    1 

SS    0    1 

a  a  a  a 

M.  5J.'«I~.     .       . 

68  10    0 

84    7  11 

80  17    5 

17    5 

»   B    9  9 

S4.  BaeUjrno.      . 

00    0    0 

90    0    0 

90    0    0 

•  •  a  a 

U.  BdUAMT, 

76    0    0 

75    0    0 

80    0    0 

5    0    0 

a  a  •  a 

t«.  ToOfflMld, 

88    0    0 

00  IS  11 

110    5    0 

11    5    0 

aa  •  • 

S7.  Bowd«n, 

60    0    0 

60    4    S 

75  10    8 

15  10    8 

a  a   •  a 

tS.  Fort  AnsmtiH, 

7S    0    0 

46    4   4 

70    6    0 

0    6    0 

a  a  a  a 

S9.  Ttowi«,  oie.     . 

00    0    0 

4S    1    6 

60    0    0 

■  •  a  • 

a  a  •  • 

SO.  0«Ni,     . 

70    0    0 

60  10    0 

67    5    0 

•  •  •  a 

1  15    0 

SL  Tolholiii, 

100    0    0 

80    0    0 

100    0    0 

■  a  •  • 

99   9  9 

SI  Oromar, . 

50    0    0 

60    t    0 

00    0    0 

10    0    0 

a  a  •  • 

SI.  Bcdi,    . 

5t    0    0 

71  IS    6 

4S    5    6 

•  a   a  a 

8  14    6 

S4  Kirkini«liMl(A.),  . 

40    0    0 

60    1    1 

19    1    1 

•  ■la 

S5.  T«npl«, .       . 

61    0    0 

61  10  10 

0  10  10 

a  a  •  a 

SO.  IroBgnj, 

65   a  0 

81  15    6 

16  15    6 

«  •   •  a 

ST.  IfBgton, 

60    0    0 

47    7    8 

a  a  a  a 

1111    4 

S8.  Hoabto, 

54    0    0 

S4    S    8 

aa  a  a 

10  16    4 

SO.  looa,      .       .       . 

40    0    0 

1116    6 

•  9  •  • 

17    8    6 

40.  FMh,     .       .       . 

TO    0    0 

70    0    0 

•  •  •• 

a  a  a  a 

1 

£S700  10    0 

£ 

41707    9    4 

4109  18    5 

4197  19    1 

No.  n. 
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THE   EDUCATION    SCHEME. 


MAT  1881. 


Collection  i or  Scheme. — ^There  having  been  no  collection  on  behalf 
of  the  Education  Scheme  since  Angnst  1878,  the  last  General  Assembly 
appointed  one  to  be  made  in  all  the  congregations  of  the  Chorch  on  the 
tnird  Sabbath  of  March  1881.  In  the  notice  issned  in  view  of  the  col- 
lection, an  appeal  for  liberal  support  from  the  Church  was  based  specially 
on  four  grounds,  viz. : — 

1.  The  claims  to  retiring  allowances  of  teachers  who,  on  account  of 
age  and  infirmity,  have  been  obliged  to  retire  from  active  service.  It  was 
stated  that  ''  there  are  at  present  in  receipt  of  allowances  fifty  retired 
teachers,  about  one-half  of  whom  are  over  seventy-five  years  of  age.  The 
payments  vary  according  to  the  special  claims,  founded  on  age,  period, 
and  nature  of  service,  etc.,  of  each  applicant  Every  case  has  been  care- 
fully  considered  on  its  own  merits  by  the  Committee.  The  average 
annual  payment  to  the  recipients  is  about  £22,  and  the  whole  sum  required 
at  present  under  this  head  is  a  little  more  than  £1100  a  year.  There  are 
still  a  few  teachers  to  whom  grants  have  been,  or  may  have  to  be,  voted, 
which  will  begin  to  be  paid  when  their  retirement  becomes  necessary,  and 
therefore  the  sum  needed  for  the  next  year  or  two  may  increase  rather  than 
diminish." 

2.  The  desire  of  the  Committee  to  enable  their  Sub-Committee  on 
Sabbath  Schools  to  aid  in  the  inspecting^  improvement,  and  encouragement, 
of  Sabbath-sohools  in  Scotland.  The  Committee  have,  in  the  meantime, 
agreed  to  give  a  grant  of  £50  to  their  Sub-Committee  for  this  purpose, 
and  they  hope  that  it  will  be  in  their  power  to  allow  a  grant  of  the  same 
amonnt  annually. 

3.  The  importance  of  maintaining  efficiently  the  Normal  Schools,  and, 
in  particular,  of  paying  a  portion  (averaging  about  £150  per  annum)  of  the 
special  scholarships  awarded  to  the  b^t  male  students,  with  the  view  of 
enabling  them  to  attend  some  of  the  University  classes. 

4.  The  necessity  for  clearing  off  the  debt  of  about  £2000  still  resting 
on  the  new  premises  at  Moray  House,  which  were  erected  after  very 
careful  consideration,  and  wiUi  the  cordial  approval  of  the  General 
Assembly.  *'  This  debt,"  it  was  stated,  '^  involves  the  payment  of  a  heavy 
charge  for  interest,  and  it  is  most  desirable  that  the  collection  now  to  be 
made  should  enable  the  Committer  to  get  rid  of  it" 
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2  KBPOBT  ON  XDUOATION*  n. 

The  CJommittee  regret  to  have  to  report  that  the  amount  of  the 
collection  falls  considerably  short  of  the  present  requirements  of  the 
Education  Scheme  as  thus  set  forth.  The  sum  received  up  to  the  end  of 
April  does  not  exceed  £800,  and  though  contributions  froTi  a  number  of 
congregations  may  yet  come  in,  it  is  not  likelv  that  the  whole  collection 
will  reach  £1000.  It  will  consequently  be  difficult  for  the  Committee 
to  meet  even  the  most  pressing  of  the  claims  upon  them,  and  they  aie 
under  the  necessity  of  directing  the  special  attention  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  the  ciroumsUnces  in  which  they  are  placed. 

,  off^'^^''^'  Income  and  Expenditure  fob  the  tear  ended  31st  Mabch 
1881.— At  the  beginnmg  of  April  1880,  the  Committee  had  a  balance  at 
their  credit  of  £1634,  Ts.  Id.  The  congregational  contributions  received 
dunng  the  year  amounted  to  £636,  17a  3d.,  of  which  about  £350  formed 
part  of  the  collection  taken  in  March,  already  referred  to :  donations  and 
legacies,  to  £388,  68.  4d. :  interest  on  investmenis,  etc.,  to  £329, 17s.  6d. : 

ifo?^  'f  '^T""®  """^^^^  *^®  ^^^^  o^  *e  Committee  having  thug  been 
Jblooo,  Is.  Id. 

The  expenditure  of  tbe  Committee  for  the  ye>r  was  £1854,  lOa.  U. 
This  ram  mclndedr  (1.^  Ketirin^  allowances  to  aged  and  infirm 
teachers  ^Appendix  No.  L);  (2.)  University  scholarships  (for  two  years)  to 
male  students  attending  the  Normal  Schools,  £277,  12s.  8d: ;  and  (3.) 
Gener^  charges  and  expenses  of  management,  £356,  58.  W.  The  total 
expenditure  of  the  Committee  for  the  year  was  thus  .MTO,  9s.  Id.  in  ex- 
cess of  the  income,  and  the  balance  in  hand,  which  at  the  oommenoement 
of  the  yew  ^M  £1634,  7s.  Id.,  was  at  the  dose  of  it  only  £1132,  4e.  8d. 

in  addition  to  the  ordinary  income  and  expenditure  just  referred  to, 
the  Committee  received  (1.)  £44,  Ss.  from  coi,gTe«ations  in  connection 
with  which  schools  are  still  carried  on,  and  (2.)  £582  from  the  Ladies' 
Bociety  for  the  Beligious  Improvement  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands. 
1  hese  sums,  however,  form  no  part  of  the  revenue  which  is  available  for 
the  work  of  the  Committee.  They  are  given  for  the  special  purpose  of 
being  handed  over  t»  the  teachers  either  of  the  elementary  day-sohooU 
which  are  nominally  connected  with  the  Scheme,  or  of  the  Ladies' 
schools.  The  number  of  the  former  (Appendix  No.  H)  is  still  decrearing, 
there  being  now  only  19  on  the  list  The  teachers  receive  payments,  which 
in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  sent  in  by  the  oongr^ation  to  the  Fund. 

Admissioh  o»  Qoxes's  Scholars  ihto  Normal  Schools.— In  the 
Beport  prMented  to  last  General  Assembly,  it  was  sUted  that,  notwitb- 
rtandmg  the  representations  which  Had  been  submitted  to  them,  the  late 
Goverament,  when  on  the  point  of  leaving  offlbe,  resolved  to  enforce  their 
resolution  to  reduce  the  number  of  new  students  admissible  in  1881  to 
the  Iraimng  Colleges  of  the  Free  Chnroh  to  175,  and  that,  for  reasons 
Which  were  motioned,  the  Committee  proposed  to  request  the  new  bea«b 
01  tue  scotch  Education  Department  not  to  give  effect  to  the  decimoo  of 
their  predecessors  on  this  point  untO  there  should  be  an  opportunity  of 
fully  considering^  the  whole  question  as  to  the  best  means  of  keeping  up  an 
adMiuate  and  well  qualified  staff  of  certificated  teacbets  in  the  country. 
^oJL*  ♦•  .•*«8«n'bly  having  approved  of  the  Committee's  Report,  a 

deputation,  consisting  of  the  Convener,  Rfev.  Alexander  WKenzie,  and 

fifi.  T  ^f^^  '  ^'S-'  ''•"*  *o  ^n**®"  "  Jnly  Md  bad  an  interview 
with  Lord  Spencer  and  Mr.  MundeUa,  who  listened  to  their  statementa 
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with  courteous  attention,  and  promised  to  give  the  matter  carefal  con- 
sideration. It  is  right  that  the  Committee  should  record  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  interest  which  Mr.  Duncan  McLaren,  late  M.P.  for  Edinhurgh, 
took  in  this  husiness,  and  of  the  valuable  service,  which  he  rendered  to  the 
deputation  by  introducing  them  to  the  heads  of  the  Department  The 
result  of  the  interview  was  on  the  whole  satisfactory,  for  in  August  the 
Committee  received  a  communication  from  Sir  Francis  Sandford,  intimat- 
ing that  the  Department  agreed  to  sanction  the  admission  into  the 
Training  Colleges  of  the  Free  Church,  in  1881,  of  as  many  new  students 
as  would,,  with  those  of  the  second  year,  bring  up  the  entire  number  to 
400.  The  same  settlement  was  made  in  the  case  of  the  Established 
Church;  and,  consequently,  there  artf  at  present  800  students  under 
training  in  the  Colleges  of  the  two  Churches.  After  deliberation  as  to  the 
arrangements  which,  in  the  circumstances,  should  be  made  for  1881,  the 
Committee  resolved  to  admit,  in  all,  171  students  to  each  of  their 
Institutions  at  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  and  58  to  that  at  Aberdeen. 
The  actual  attendance  for  the  present  year  is  as  follows,  viz. : — 

At  £dinhargli. 
At  Glasgow,  . 
At  Aberdeen, . 

Gbnebal  Opebations  of  thb  Normal  Sghooia — ^Information  respecting 
(1.)  the  staff  of  lecturers  and  teachers,  (2.)  the  attendance  of  students  and 
scholars,  (3.)  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  students  by  H.  M. 
Inspectors  in  December  last,  (4.)  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the 
students  in  religious  knowledge,  and  (5.)  the  course  of  study  therein 
prescribed  for  the  current  sesrion,  will  be  found  in  Appendices  Nos*  III. 
and  IV. 

(a.)  Referring  to  the  staff  of  tecturers,  the  Committee  notice  with  great 
natisfaction  that  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.D.  has  been  conferred  on  the 
Hector  of  their  Training  College  at  Glasgow  by  the  University  of  Aber- 
deen. Dr.  JTorrison  was  appointed  Rector  in  1852,  on  the  retirement  of 
the  late  hijjhly  esteemed  Mr.  Robert  Hislop,  and  for  nearly  thirty  years 
he  has,  in  discharfi[ing  the  duties  of  that  office,  and  also  by  his  educational 
works,  rendered  important  services  to  the  cause  of  education  in  Scotland. 

(b.)  The  results  of  the  examination  of  the  students  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  in 
December  last  were  very  satisfactory.  Of  411  students  of  both  years 
who  were  examined  at  the  three  Normal  Schools,  190  passed  in  the  firgt 
division  and  198  in  the  second,  while  only  23  were  placed  in  the  third. 
The  immense  difference  between  the  attainments  and  general  qualifica- 
tions for  their  profession  of  stndents  who  receive  certificates  after  under- 
going a  full  course  of  instruction  and  training  in  Normal  Schools,  and 
those  of  other  candidates,  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  of  the  yonng  men 
and  women  who  obtained  certificates  from  the  Department  in  'December 
last  under  Article  47  (b)  of  the  Code,  only  5  passed  in  the  first  division, 
while  68  were  in  the  second  division,  98  in  the  third,  and  32  in  the 
fourth.  The  Committee  continue  to  be  strongly  of  opinion  that  the' 
extent  to  which  certificates  are  given  under  this  Article  of  the  Code  to 
candidates  of  inferior  qualifications  is  detrimental  to  the  educational 
interests  of  the  country,  and  that  the  provisions  of  the  Code  for  the  grant* 
ing  of  certificates  on  easy  terms  to  persons  who  have  not  undergone  an 
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adequate  oourae  of  training  should  be  greatly  modified  before  the  namber 
of  students  admissible  into  tbe  Normal  Schools  is  farther  redooed. 

(c.)  With  regard  to  the  results  of  the  examination  of  tbe  stadents  in 
religions  knowledge,  which,  as  nsnal,  was  condocted  both  in  writing  and 
orally,  one  of  the  examiners,  whose  words  may  be  taken  as  expressing 
not  merely  his  own  opinion  but  that  of  his  colleagnes,  reports : — 

**  I  felt  greatly  delighted  to  think  that  so  many  yonng  men  and  women,  who 
are  to  be  the  future  teachers  of  our  youth,  possess  such  a  full  and  accurate 
acquaintance  both  with  the  facts  and  doctrines  of  Scripture.  It  was  manifest 
that  the  students  had  undergone  a  thorough  training  in  the  Tarions  branches 
upon  which  they  were  examined.  A  circumstance  which  interested  me  much 
both  in  the  oral  and  the  written  ez!lmination  was  the  oorreetness,  as  well  as 
fine  Christian  feeling  shown  in  the  answers  given  in  many  cases  to  qnestbas 
bearing  directly  upon  spiritual  life  and  experience.  I  could  not  help  thinking 
that  many  of  the  students  had  heart  as  well  as  head  knowledge  of  Divine  truth. 
I  never  was  so  convinced  as  now  of  the  unspeakably  valuable  functions  our 
Normal  Schools  perform  to  the  Church  and  country,  and  of  the  importance  of 
maintaining  them  in  full  vigour  and  efficiency.*' 

It  may  be  added  that,  notwithstanding  the  demands  which  the  pro- 
secution of  their  secular  studies  makes  upon  the  time  and  thought  of  the 
students,  the  Bectors  report  favourably  of  their  willingness  to  endeayoor 
to  do  well  the  work  prescribed  by  the  Committee,  and  of  their  attention 
to  the  instruction  given  in  religious  subjects. 

The  Committee,  however,  regret  to  have  to  express  the  opinion  that, 
under  the  operation  of  the  new  educational  arrangements  of  the  ooantry, 
the  knowledge  of  Scripture  possessed  by  students  at  the  time  of  thw 
entering  the  Normal  Schools  is  less  than  it  used  to  be.  The  falUng  off 
has  been  most  marked  in  tbe  case  of  the  young  men,  on  whom,  no  donbt, 
the  pressure  of  other  studies  is  veiy  great  There  are,  in  the  opink)n  of 
some  competent  observers,  indications  of  improvement  within  the  last 
year  or  two ;  but  the  Committee  considw  it  desirable  to  make  special 
reference  to  this  imixMrtant  matter,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  receive  the 
earnest  attention  of  all  who  have  at  heart  the  highest  educational 
interests  of  the  country. 

Univbrsitv  Scholarships. — The  names  of  the  students  who  reoefved 
University  scholarships  for  the  past  session,  the  classes  which  they 
attended,  and  the  honours  which  some  of  them  obtained,  are  mentioned 
in  Appendix  Na  Y.  The  Committee  have  paid  out  of  the  Education 
Ftmd  for  sessions  1879-80  and  1880-81  the  prc^rtion  of  these  scholar- 
ships not  borne  by  the  Scotch  Education  Department  It  has  been  all 
along  the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  enable  the  best  of  the  male  students 
to  attend  University  classes ;  and  they  have  endeavoured  to  give  such 
students  full  advantage  of  the  existing  provisions  of  the  Code  in  this 
behalf.  They  are  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  prospect  of 
getting  the  benefit  of  both  University  and  Normal  School  training  is 
producing  very  satisfactory  results.     One  of  the  Bectors  states : — 

**  The  preparation  in  Latin  ia  much  better  than  it  was  a  few  yean  ago.  The 
Government  mark  {I)  given  to  the  candidates  who  do  best  in  the  subject  at  the 
entrance  examination  is  not  a  sufficient  index  of  the  general  progress  that  has 
been  made.  None  (except  Englishmen  who  may  happen  to  come  to  ub)  need  to 
begin  at  the  beginning." 

The  other  Bector  says : — 
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^The  improvement  of  the  candidates  for  admission  in  Mathematics  particularly, 
and  in  Latin  to  a  less  degree,  is  very  marked.  They  are  fully  as  far  on  when 
we  receive  them  as  we  could,  a  few  years  ago,  have  them  at  the  end  of  the  first 
year.  This  improvement  is  continuous,  i.e.  it  is  rising  every  year.  There  is  no 
doubt  this  is  largely  owing  to  the  facilities  for  attending  the  University  now 
afforded  to  theuL" 

The  yooDg  men  who  haye  been  sent  to  University  classes,  have  as  a 
rule,  done  well  in  the  examinations  condnoted  in  terms  of  Article  102  (c) 
of  the  Code  by  professors  and  H.  M.  Inspectors;  they  take  a  very 
high  place  in  the  ordinary  class  list  of  the  Normal  Schools ;  they  have 
snoceeded  in  obtaining  a. fair  share  of  the  prizes  in  Uniyersiliy  classes; 
and  some  of  them  have  specially  distmgnished  themselves.  On<  the  whole, 
the  system  of  combined  University  and  Normal  School  instrUeJ^ion  has 
worked  advantageously ;  and  the  Committee  desire  to  continue  tq  give  it 
every  encouragement 

The  New  Pbospbctus.— The  Prospectus  for  1882  will  be  found  in 
Appendix  No.  VI. 

Special  Bepoet  of  Endowed  Scsools  Gommibsiom. — ^In  the  Beport  pre- 
sented to  theGeneralABsemblyofl878,the  Committee  referred  with  satisfac- 
tion to  the  clause  in  the  Endowed  Schools  and  Hospitals  Act  of  that  year 
which  provided  that  the  Commissioners  **  shall-  submit  for  the  considera- 
lion  of  the  Scotch  Education  Btepartment  the  conditions  according  to 
which,  in  their  opinion,  the  Parliamentary  Grant  for  public  education  in 
Scotland  may  be  most  advantageously  distributed  for.  the  purpose  of 
promoting  education  in  the  higher  Inranches  of  knowledge  in  public  and 
State-aided  Schools,  especially  in  those  districts  in  which  there  are  no 
high-class  public  schoofs."* 

A  special  report  on  the  subject  thus  remitted  to  them  has  recently  been 
issued  hj  the  Commissioners,  They  make  several  important  recom- 
mendations (Appendix,  No.  VII.)^  which  will,  no  doubt,  receive  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Scotch  Education  Department ;  and  it  is  probable  that 
changes,  giving  effect  to  at  feast  same  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Com- 
missioners, will  ere  long  be  made  in  the  Code.  The  Committee  will  pay 
carefol  attention  to  the  whole  matter,  especially  in  relation  to  the 
attainments  and  the  training  of  teachers. 

Appeal  on  behalf  of  Scheme. — The  income  of  the  Committee  for  the 
past  year  fell  short  of  its  elpenditure  by  £500,  thus  reducing  the  balance 
from  £1634,  7s.  Id.  to  £1132^  4a.  8d..  The  expenditure  of  the  coming 
year  cannot  be  much  less  than  that  of  the  past ;  and  unless  the  congrega- 
tional collection  be  far  more  liberal,  the  operations  of  the  Committee 
win  speedily  be  brought  to  a  stand-still.  The  retiring  allowances  to 
the  aged  teachers  require  £1000,  The  Church  can  never  consent  to  the 
abandonment  of  those  men ;  and  if  it  be  borne  in  remembrance  that 
our  Normal  Schools  supply  us  with  the  only  direct  means  of  telling  on 
the  religious  education  of  the  country,  it  were  to  lose  the  things  we  have 
wrought,  and  to  throw  away  a  noble  opportunity  of  doing  good,  did  we 
&il  to  maintain  them  in  vigour. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  earnestly  appeal  to  the  General  Assembly 
again  to  commend  the  Education  Fund  to  the  liberal  support  of  the  Church. 
In  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Committee, 

THOMAS  MAIN,  D.D.,  Convener. 
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I. — Teachers  to  whom  Retiring  AUotoances  have  been  voted. 


Nams. 


Thomas  Mackenrie, 
lialoolm  Blair,   • 
John  Watt, 
Murdoch  Mackay, 
Donald  Macdonald, 
James  Porrea,    • 
Archibald  Maclean,    - 
Angus  Lament, . 
George  Roes, 
Alexander  Cameron, 
Archibald  Forbes, 
Ronald  Matheson, 
Alexander  Gnmt, 
Peter  Cniickshaak, 
William  TuUoch, 
James  Miller,     • 
John  Rose, 
Robert  King,     • 
Alexander  Robettoon, 
Duncan  Macdonald, 
Duncan  M'Laren, 
Hector  M'Kenzie, 
James  Riaeb,     . 
John  Fenpson, . 
Georee  W.  Officer, 
Murdo  Kennedji 
John  M'Lean,    • 
Robert  LilUe,    . 
James  Macfie,    . 
Alexander  Ross, 
Robert  Niool,     . 
William  Rait,    . 
John  Clark, 
John  Grant,       • 
William  F.  M'Donald, 
Alexander  Kennedy, 
David  Black,     . 
Mrs.  Ellen  Camnbell* 
Mrs.  Margaret  Simpson, 
Miss  Barbara  Mnnro, 
Mrs.  Mary  M'Leod,  . 
Ifiss  Isa  Gordon, 
Mn.  Mary  McDonald, 
Miss  Elisabeth  M'Intosh, 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Beattie, 


Late  SchooL 


Inyemess,    • 
Appin,         • 
Strathy,       • 
Berriedale,  ^ 
Duirinish,    • 
Musselburgh, 
Campbeltown, 
Assynt, 
Rosehall, 
Petty, 
Ormiston, 
Carinirii, 

lioshe, 

Deemesa, 

Alyes, . 

Kilmorack, 

Killeam, 

Kinghorn, 

Easoale, 

Ardeonaig, 

Walls, 

Ardclacb, 

Cray, 

Couessie, 

Killeaman, 

Ellishadder, 

Dnnse, 

•Glasgow— John  Knox*s, 

Campbeltown, 

New  Mamoch, 

Aberdeen,    . 

Unst,  , 

Dornoch,     • 

Creich, 

PlocktoB,     • 

CoUistoo,     . 

Helmsdale,  . 

Knockando, 

Sooth  Uist,  • 

Bracadale,   . 

Stratlgr, 

Uig,    . 

SU  Ninian*s, 

Lumphanan, 


Agb. 


86 

82 

29 

81 

76 

78 

79 

80 

74 

80 

76 

78 

79 

70 

80 

78 

78 

68 

72 

79 

60 

76 

66 

77 

66 

79 

64 

69 

J76 

68 

69 

68 

79 

63 

64 

76 

66 

69 

83 
84 


70 


Retiring 
Allowance, 
witk  Bonos. 


£46 
26 
26 
80 
30 
40 
80 
80 
80 
30 
40 
80 
30 
26 
26 
20 
80 
16 
30 
SO 
16 
26 
16 
30 
20 
30 
20 
20 
26 
26 
20 
20 
10 
16 
10 


10 
10 
10 
K) 
10 
10 
10 
6 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


10    « 
16    0 


0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£991   0    0 


Non.— Four  teachers,— John  Kerr,  Chmie,  Alexander  Stewart,  Dairrie,  ¥^lliain 
Mitchell.  Stobl)iU,  an4  John  BaSn,  Unst,  who  were  in  receipt  of  retiring  allowaaoss,  died 
during  the  year. 
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hkcdU  now  receiving  OranU  from  Education  I\md  not  exceeding  in 
wkommt  the  contribuUone  of  the  Congregations  tnth  which  they  are 


Teachers. 

DeMttptKmof 

SohooL 
C.Oancrit»- 

•M.  MliakaiazT- 

SeholHs 

on 

BotL 

tboisli,  Newingtop,  . 

Joaeph  Chalmers,  . 

0. 

210 

Wy          •        •        •        • 

Aichihald  M'Aliater,      . 

C. 

15 

rveOi 

Jamea  Smith, 

C. 

237 

ultai,      •       •       •       . 

John  Adamiy  • 

(       •• 

c. 

66a 

fOw—St  Matthew's, 

John  W.  Watt, 

M. 

370 

n       WeUptA,       .       . 

William  Stirton,     . 

a 

310 

lOOB,             .... 

Adam  N.  Arthnr,   . 

c. 

220 

pibidder,  •        •       •        • 

Donald  Bobertson,  . 

c. 

61 

adar,      .        •       •        . 

David  B.  Lnmsden, 

a 

223 

teM— St.  JohiL*«,    . 

Jamea  BfenaiM,       • 

1       ■. 

c. 

282 

■^ 

Helen  W.  Brodie,  . 

c. 

61 

V. 

Maggie  S.  Deuchan, 

c. 

69 

Sm,         ... 

B.  Macdonald, 

c. 

56 

Mdale,    .... 

Alexander -Boss, 

.a 

40 

lAj.         .... 

(George  M'Kaj, 

c. 

14 

MTODy          .... 

William  M.  Sutherland, 

c. 

86 

wt, 

Norman  Fergnaon, 

c. 

57 

no— Urtt,       . 

William  Dochertj, . 

c. 

John  Bnrgeaa, 

c. 

46 

8 
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IIL — The  Normal  CoUegea  at  Edinburgh^  OUugaWj  and  Aberdeen. 
The  staff  of  Teachers  in  these  Institatioiis  is  as  follows,  tiz.  :— 
Edinbuboh  Training  College,  Moray  House. 


Rector^ 

Lady  Supmntendentf.  . 

\jrOVtmt8968f  .  •  •  • 

Lecturer  on  BhgUsh,  Hlttory^  ete.. 

Lecturer  on  MalKematica  and  Phy9k$t 

TeacherB  of  ClamcBy    . 

Matter  ofMethod^       •.        •        •. 

Teatker  qf  MusiCt 

Teacher  qfDrawingi   . 

Teacher  qf  French, 


\ 


Maurice  Paterson,  &A 

Miss  M  Smith. 

Misses    Shanks,    Beatiie,    snd 

Tyrie. 
John  Gowper,  RA. 
Wm.  Lees,  MA. 
Hie  Rector  and  A.  Hatt,  MA. 
Tlie  Rector. 
Walter  Strang. 
James  R  Napier. 
V:  Bichon,  RA.,  LL.R 


Pradiemg  School— lAeKn.  Gilbert  Gniham,  Head  Master;  John  &  Pressly, 
M.A. ;  John  D;  Dawson,  MA.;  David  IVaser;  Hagh  Willde;  Fnnch 
Master^  C.  De  Flandre ;  Oerman  Masters  H.  Gnndlach ;  If^fcOU  DeparlmeU^ 
Miss  Janet  Miliar ;  Asnetante,  Messrs.  John^  A.  Clapperton,  John  Ckmn, 
and  Peter  MacOowaa ;  Oovemeee,  Ifiss  Howdeo. 

Glasgow  Trawbig  Gollege. 


Sector, 

Cfovemess, 

Lecturer  on  MtUhemaUce  and  Phyrice^ 


i<etor«^on    m,b>ry,    Otogrtvhv.    ««««  U  H.  Dick,  M.A.,  D.80. 


Cframmar, 
Master  qf  Musici 
Master  0/ Method, 
Master  o/SngUsh  and  Dravsing^ 
Teacher  qf  French,       • 
Lady  Superintendent,.  .        . 


Thomas  Morrison,  MA.*  LL.D. 

JUiss  urr. 

Eev.  John  Kerr,  MA.,  LL.D. 


W.  M  Miller. 
Edmond  Boyd. 
J.  White. 
Mens.  Goredd. 
Mrs.  James. 


Practising  School — Dr.  Macbimie  and  Messrs.  Geotge  Brown  and  John  Ymwg ; 
Misses  M'Kendrick,  Banaatyne,  Ewing,  and  Paterson. 


Aberdeen  Training  College. 


Jiector, 
Oovemess,   . 
AssistasU  Oovemees, 
Master  qf  Method, 
Teacher  of  Music, 
Teacher  qf  Drawing, 
Teacher  qf  French, 


Alexander  Bamsge. 

Walker. 

Isa  Hntcheon. 
The  Rector. 
William  litster. 
John  Adams. 
VacanL 


11. 


AFPBNOIZ  TO  SEFOBT  ON  BD9CATKW. 


Tht  Attnaal  Prhry  Con^dl  Eyfcminalion  of  Stodflnto  for  Ceriifioateg  ol  Merit 

WM  held  in  Deoember  1880{  and  the  following  wore  tlie  resnltB  for  oar  Normal 

Sehooh:^ 

BdlnbDigh.  Glasgow. 

WtoomdTmm.      PimTm^.      memATmt,       nntTtm.  VHTAL. 

(Bm,           •       .  86  40  87  89             151 

PaaMd— let  Diyiilon,     .11^              S9  16  14  78 

2d     Do.,         .  18               10  16  16  67 

8d     Do.,         ....                 1  6  9  16 

—  85       —  40        —  87        —  89        —  161 


» 


Bdinbus^  Glasgow. 
m(  TMur%  nt^  TMf.  AhmM  Ytar.  Fkntt  Thk^. 

Fdcilb  SnnnHTB,  •       .     48            60  48          61 

Pa«Md-«^l8t  Ditiaies,   28          80  13           19 

2d     Do.,       24           20  84           29 

8d     Do.,         1           ...  1             8 

—  48     —  60  --48     —  61 
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It 


Aberdeen. 
Tinr.  FtrM  Ttm.       TOTAL. 

82  31            260 

17  10  112 

18  21  141 
2          ...  7 

—  32    —  31      —  260 


The  afetendanoe  for  the  proient  Seaaion  in  the  yarious  departmenta  of  the 
Normal  Schoola  ia  aa  follows  :«- 


BdlxibQTi^ 


86 
45 

80 

1070 
12 


Glasgow.  Aberdeen. 

nmr.  nm  rmr.  atemd  Ttmr.  jnnt  Tmr.   TOTAL. 


88 
60 

88 


36 
47 

82 


81 
81 


27 
27 


Male  Stodenta,        89 
Female  do.,  61 

90 

pjractiaiog  Sohool— Pq]^ 
Pupil  Teachera,     . 

ifole.— The  Sehool  naed  aa  the  Practiaing  department  of  the  Aberdeen  Training 
College  Sa  not  under  the  management  of  the  Committee. 


460 
11 


147 
261 

898 
Total 
1520 
28 


^.—EXAMINATIONS  IN  BELIGIOUS  KNOWLEDGE. 

1.  ExAMQrAHOir  ov  SnrDnm.*— The  atndenta  attending  the  Normal  Schoola 
were  examined  in  reli^na  knowledge  in  October  laat.  The  examination,  which 
waa  conducted,  both  in  writing  and  orally,  by  examinera  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Edncation  Committee,  ranged  over  the  following  conrae  of  atady  which  had 
been  preacribed  by  the  Committee  for  aeaaion  1880,  viz. : — 

Senknr  Male  Students. — The  Acta  of  the  Apoetlea ;  the  Epiatle  to  the  Galatiana; 
and  the  Shorter  Cateohiam,  the  wliole  text^  and  proofa  1  to  38. 

Junior  Male  Students. — Old  Teatament  Hiatory  to  the  aeparation  of  the  Eing- 
doma,  more  particularly  the  Book  of  Numbm;  Mark'a  Goapel;  and  the 
Catechiam,  the  whole  text,  and  proofa  1  to  38. 

Senior  Female  ^tot2en(a.— The  Acta  of  the  Apoatlea ;  Galatiana,  chapters  i.  to  iiL 
indnaive ;  Mark'a  Goapel,  chaptera  viii  to  xiv. ;  or  the  Acta  of  the  Apoatlea ; 
the  Epiatle  to  the  Gi^tiana  ;  and  the  Shorter  Catechiam,  the  whole  text,  and 
proofa  1  to  38 ;  or  the  Acta  of  the  Apoatlea ;  Mark'a  €k)apel ;  and  the  Catechiam, 
the  whole  text,  and  proofa  1  to  38. 

Junior  Female  Studente.'— Old  Teatament  History  to  the  aeparation  of  the 
Kingdoma,  more  particularly  the  Book  of  Nnmbera ;  Mark*a  Gospel ;  and  the 
Catechiam,  the  whole  text.  Mid  proofa  1  to  38.    '  
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It  was  agreed  by  the  examinen, — ^Bevs.  A.  F.  Moir,  John  M'Ewan,  JamM 
Wilson  and  George  Clasy — ^that  400  being  the  hagheet  number  of  matki 
obtainable  for  answers  in  the  written  examination,  students  receiving  upwards 
of  300  should  be  placed  in  the  first  class ;  those  receiving  between  200  and  300 
in  the  second. class.;  those  receiving  between  100  and  200  in  the  third  dssi; 
and  those  receiving  less  -than  100  in  the  fouith  class.  The  oral  examination 
was  conducted  by  Mr.  M'Ewan  at  Edinburgh,  by  Messrs.  Wilson  and  GLasy 
at  Glasgow,  and  by  Mr.  Moir  at  Aberdeen.  All  the  examiners  expressed  great 
satisfaction  with  the  manner  in  which  the  students  acquitted  Uiemselvea  in 
both  examinationa.  The  following  is  the  Glass  list^  arranged  in  order  of 
merit: — 

ia)mfiUR6H. 


Mali  Studxntb — Ssoond  Tsar. 


FhntClau. 

M*Farlane,  William. 
Pt«ntice,  James. 
Brown,  John  Tom. 

iRamage,  Robert  M. 
Sim,  Andrew  W. 

Macpherson,  John  C. 
f  Campbell,  Jamesi 
J  Galloway,  James. 
\  Glennie,  Charles  E, 

M^owan,  Peter. 

MTherson,  James  R. 

Scott^  John. 

Cunnfaigham,  George. 

Milne,  George  A. 

Eaaon,  Thomas. 

Toung,  John.  • 

Butter,  Thomas  A. 
(  Robertson,  William. 
{  Story,  Thomas  C. 

Bayne,  John. 

Se^mgeour,  Thomas. 

Arbuckle,  John. 

Forsyth,  Peter  H. 

Lowson,  James. 

Watt,  James. 

Martin,  John. 

Drysdale,  William. 

Stormonth,  William  A. 

Milne,  John. 

1  Clark,  James, 
Fowler,  William  A. 


MTarlane,  Andrew. 
Irving  William  S. 
LyaU,  William. 
Kerr,  David. 

William. 


Mali  Stuoikw— Fnar  Yiab. 

Robertson,  Henry  C. 
Dnrward,  Peter  C. 
Orr,  Ryne. 
Bmee,  William. 
Murray,  John  M» 

{Alison,  John. 
Andenon,  Philip, 
Young,  William. 

{DongUs^  George  A. 
Minty,  William. 

Dingwall,  David  M. 

Macdonald,  Geoige  S. 

Learmonth,  WiUSun. 

Hepbnni,  Thomas  N. 

Squair,  Alexander  T. 

Robertson,  James  M. 

Souter,  William. 

Jack,  Alexander  B. 

Landsmau,  John  H. 

Morris,  Robert 

Henderson,  David. 
(  Dtyburgh,  David. 
(  Wafterwortii,  Harry. 

Somerville,  John. 

Sutherl*n<^  James. 

Harris^  Robert. 

Ferguson,  Alexander. 

Hume,  Robert 
(  Catherall,  Ezra. 
( Moncrieff,  James. 

Henderson,  PhilipL 

Scot^  James. 

'Gustard,  James. 

Lowden,  James. 

Macdonald,  Ptoter. 

Wallaoe,  David. 

SeeondCfkm. 

Turabull,  Robert 
Alexander,  John  G. 
Sharp,  John  J. 
Middlston,  Alexander. 


n. 
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FiMALi  SruDjmi'a — Sscond  Y^ar, 

First  Class. 

Ricliardfloiiy  Hadassah. 
Dowie»  Mary  M. 
Henahilwood,  Mary. 
Martin,  Helen. 
Ross,  Mary. 
Allan,  Jessie  E. 
Beckett,  Agnes  8. 
Brown,  SnsannalL 
Miller,  Christina  K 
'Brong^  Mary. 
Dall,  Maggie. 
Dickson,  Jane. 
Harvey,  £liza. 
Mill,  Mary. 
^Syme,  Mary  H. 
McDonald,  Annie. 
^Branton,  Annie, 
liookkart,  Christina. 
••  Macpherson,  Jane  L. 
I  Fellow,  Eaphemia  D, 
t  Scott,  Isabella. 
Hammond,  Martha. 
Chisholm,  Elizabeth  S. 

Fletcher,  Maggie. 

Seggie,  Mary. 

Fleming,  Maggie  J. 

KeiUar,  Maggie. 
Stark,  Eliza. 

Dnnnett,  Catherine  S. 
^Drysdale,  Mary. 

Fairweatiier,  Jane  A. 

Lumsden,  Enphemia. 

M'Laggan,  Lizzie. 

Mills,  Jemima. 

WyUie,  Bachel  P. 
(Hay,  Jane  H. 
)  M'Cormick,  Mary  A. 
)  Pow,  Jeannie. 
(  M'Laren,  Elizabeth  A. 
1  Thomson,  Jane  A. 

Gardner,  Hetta. 

Grant,  Lavinia  F. 

Thomson,  Maggie. 

Tyrie,  Aggie  B. 

Wilson,  Mary  A. 

Steven,  Jane. 

M*Vean,  Johanna. 

Falconer,  Maggie  £, 

FncALi  Studjutih — ^Fibbt  Ybar. 

First  Cflass. 

Carse,  Mary  S. 
Reid,  Mary. 


1 


(Ben,  Mary. 
(  Mercer,  Mary. 

WhiUas,  IsabelU  C. 
(  Grant,  Christina  C. 
(  Johnston,  Maggie  M. 

Miller,  Maggie  A.  E. 

Deas,  lizzie  C. 

A>U«rdyoe,  Clwistina. 

Aitken,  Agnes. 

Eraser,  Barbara  M. 

Paterson,  Eliea  J. 

Masson,  Maggie. 

liringstone,  Jessie  H. 

Donglas,  liizsie  G. 

Rodger,  Nellie. 

Pnllar,  Janetu 

Dey,  Agnes  0. 

Moir,  Qeoigina  T. 

Dick,  Maigaret  W« 

M*Beath,  Jane  G. 

Mackintosh,  Jessie  K, 

Capell,  Maria. 

Dickson,  Margaret. 

Ingram,  Marion  J. 

Tarbet,  Henerietta. 

Brims,  Eliza. 

Forbes,  Grace. 

Dewar,  Barbara. 

M'Gillivray,  Johanna. 


Sesond  Class, 


Johnston,  Jane. 
Donald,  RacheL 
Mnir,  Elizabeth. 
Lnndie,  Catherine  P. 
M'Qneen,  Maggie. 
Edington,  Alison. 

{Black,  Snsan. 
Farmer,  Agnes  G. 

M'Dougall,  Annie. 

M*Leod,  Jessie. 

Mack,  Agnes  W. 

Miller,  Isabella  B. 

M'Beath,  Maty  L.  G. 
/  Kennedy,  Elspetti. 
)  Stewart,  Annie. 
\  Tyrie,  Helen. 
^  Tait,  Elizabeth. 

SHastie,  Jessie. 
M*Morran,  lizzie  W. 


Henderson,  Isabella. 


12 


APnmoiX  TO  KEFORT  ON  EDUCATION. 


n. 


GLASGOW. 


Male  Stubkrtb — Seoo^td  Yeak. 

Agaew,  Alexander. 
Anderson,  Waiiam  K, 
Andrew,  John. 
Taylor,  Dayid. 
Wallace,  David. 
Buchanan,  James. 
M<Maririe,  James. 
Williamson,  Gkorge. 
Knight,  James. 

(Graham,  James. 
MGaw,  Alexander. 
M*Laachlan,  William  N. 
M'Kenrie,  David  W. 
Boyd,  Bobert. 
Irvine,  Boberi  T. 
Boy,  Charles. 
Taylor,  William. 
Whiteford,  Bobert. 
Service,  James. 
Neilson,  William. 

{Harrison,  John  H. 
Paterson,  Bobert 
MUffoy,  James  8. 

{Jack,  Qeorge. 
Wallace,  William. 
Calderhead,  Andrew. 

Second  Cfkua. 

Boyd,  James. 

Hamilton,  William  B. 
(Haig,  Thomas. 
\  Lang,  George. 

Smith,  Albert 

Shaw,  William. 

Millar,  John. 

PoUock,  John  T. 

Bobinson,  Frederick. 

Butters,  Bobert  H. 

FuUarton,  Alexander  C. 

Male  SruDSNTa— Fibst  Tsab. 

FirH0lmi8. 

Gonn,  Bobert 
Fleming,  Archibald 
Craig,  John. 
Brown,  Andrew. 
Laing,  William. 
M^Callnm,  Hugh. 
Campbell,  Charles. 
Feiguson,  Thomas. 
Fraser,  Allan. 


Campbell,  Donald. 
Main,  John. 

iGallie,  James. 
Moodie,  James. 
(  ^^f  John. 
<  Smith,  FeigasL 
(  Toung,  Bobflort 
Lang,  John. 
Keilson,  William  a 
Johnstone,  John. 
Logan,  Bobeit 

f  Dickinson,  Joshua. 
Leslie,  Douglas. 
Struthers,  Andrew. 

Second  OZojs. 

Merrilees,  Ardiibald. 
CaldweU,  James. 
Core,  William. 
M'Dougall,  John. 
Hughes,  John. 
Donald,  James. 
Vernal,  John  h, 
Crawford,  George. 
MtKinnott,  William. 
Smith,  Thomas. 
Mackay,  John. 
Eastwood,  Charles  H. 
Hogben,  Henry. 
Baxandall,  Walter. 
Hamilton,  John. 
Dunoaa,  Bobert 

Female  Stodento— Sbooed  Year, 

Morton,  Agnes  B. 

iGilaean,  Annie  S. 
Young,  Georgina. 

'Barr,  Agnes. 

Buchanan,  Agnes. 

FilshiU,  Janet 

Grierson,  Jeanie. 

M*Intyre,  Marion  G. 
.Beid,  Elisabeth. 
(  Cowan,  Christina. 
1  Gillespie,  Catherine  N. 
iHislop,  Mary. 
r  Ironside,  Maggie  M. 
^Adam,  Johanna  M. 

Andrews,  Mary  P. 

Campbell,  Elizabeth. 

Hardie,  IsabeUa. 

Kirk,  Annie. 
^Macpherson,  Jane. 
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^Ihrnsmiur,  Jaaek 

Ferguson,  MaggSa.  W. 

Fleming  Agnes. 

Forfar,  Agnes. 

Hendiie^  Jessie. 

Pater8(Hi,  Jessie. 

^Sheridan,  Esther* 

"Anderson,  Msry. 

Bishop,  JessM. 

Donlop,  Christina. 
]  Halliday,  Agnes. 

Miller,  Jeanie  D. 
I,  Osborne,  Annie. 

{Gillies,  Margaret  C. 
M  "Vicar,  Barbara  O. 
Smith,  Jessie. 
I  Agnew,  EUea. 
}  Fnser,  Agnes  S. 
(  Mackichao,  Helen  C. 
TBryce,  Agnes  J. 
I  Hunter,  Loreoza  H. 
^  Maodongall,  Isabella  B. 
I  Bamsay,  Mary. 
IBenfrew,  Jane  L. 

Bait,  Janet. 

Lanrie,  Agnes  R 

Bhusk,  £Uiot  C. 

Tnmbnll,  Jane. 

FSndlay,  Jessie  B* 


Fkmali  Stupebt8 — FiRgr  ITxab. 

FirttClaaa. 

Robinson,  Mary. 

VouDg,  Jane. 
TM* William,  Maggie. 
i  Bintonl,  Arabella. 
\^  Strachan,  Maggie  E. 

Smith,  Christina. 

Sturgeon,  Janet. 

Jarduie,  Jane  A. 

Stewart,  Elizabeth  A. 

Drommond,  Cochrane. 


Allison,  Jane. 

fGalbraith,  Maggie. 
More,  Agnes  H. 

Allan,  Biurbanu 

MUler,  Arabella  B. 

Bain,  Lissie  M. 

Boyd,  Mary. 

Dobson,  Agnes. 

Boyd,  Christina  P. 

Buchanan,  Margaret. 
(  Claassen,  Mary  W. 
( Dick,  Jane. 

Dann,  Mary. 

Reid,  Katie. 

Rankin,  AgneiL 

Stewart,  Maggie  D. 

Weir,  Mary  J. 

Bamet,  Susan  G. 

Young,  Maggie. 

Paterson,  Janet. 
{  Bell,  Eliza  W. 
(  Johnstone,  Marion. 

Amott,  Janet  S. 

Hanrey,  Christina. 

M'CoU,  Maggie. 

Brisbane,  Jane. 

Mackenzie,  Isabella. 

Wellwood,  EUison. 

Lang,  Mary. 

Martin,  Mary  D. 
Brown,  Maggie. 

"Baird,  Jessie  C. 
King,  Elizabeth  T. 
<  M*.£ian,  JaneM. 
M*Callam,  Mary  £, 

^  Moir,  Margaret  £. 


Second  CUua. 

Moon,  Mary  P. 
Orr,  Catherine  S. 
Turriff,  Jessie. 
Dewhurst,  Margaret  Y. 
Wilkinson,  Agnes. 


ABERDEEN. 


Femalb  Students — Sbcokd  Ysab. 


Fhrti  CUuB. 


Strachan,  Eliza  J.  J. 
Miller,  Dolina. 
Rennie,  Christina  H. 
Robertson,  Kate  S. 
Scott,  Helen  M. 


Beekie,  Sarah. 
Smith,  Isabella  L. 
Gray,  Georgina. 
Kerr,  Agnes  S. 
"Adie,  Elsie  S. 
Deans,  Bella  J. 
•{  Lowson,  Agnes. 
Nicholson,  Helen. 
,  Smith,  Maggie  A. 
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'Beveridge,  Isabella. 

Ferriep,  Annie 
^  Selbie,  Mary  A. 
I  Smith,  Jane. 
I  Souter,  Maggie. 
I  Wiliwn,  Eliaa  W. 
fGeddes,  Elizabeth. 
<  Sutherland,  Jeasie.. 
VWatt,  Mary  J. 

Adie,.  Helen. 

S  Ironside,  Maggie. 
Machray,  Jessie. 
Forbes,  Maggie  C. 
M'Geoch,  Mary  J. 
Reid,  Christian. 

Second  CloM, 
Beaddie,  Janet  J. 

FsMALS  SruDEHTSJ— First  Year. 

First  doM. 

Davidson,  Isabella, 
Dngnid,  Ann. 
Scott,  Maggie  D. 
Findlay,  Jessie  W. 
Dnthie,  Lizzie. 
Milne,  Mary. 


Cantlay,  Catherine. 

Donald,  Maggie. 

Ingram,  Charlotte. 

Adie,  Maggie  C. 

Urqnhari^  Isabella  L. 

Hunter,  Annie. 

M'Donald;  Maijoiy  F. 

M*Kenzie^  Catherine. 

Middleton,  Mary. 

Sutherland,  M.  A. 

Morren,  IsabelU* 

Smart,  Jane  A. 

Ironside,  Jane  A. 

Hay,  EUen  M.  J. 

Strachan,  Margaret 

Mitchell,  Isabella  D. 

Sutherland,  Kate. 

Muirhead^  EUaabeth  M. 

Ingram,  Jessie. 

Lumsden,  Christina  O.  B. 
(  Mackenzie,  Ellen. 
(  Park,  Christian. 

Second  Clau^ 

Cran,  IsabeUa. 
Watt,  Jane. 
Smith,  Elsie. 


2.  Examikation  of  Candidates. — The  examination,  in  Religious  Knowledge 
of  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Normal  Schools  of  the  Free  Church  was  hdld 
n  July  last.  The  questions  then  put  are  appended,  with  the  view  of  giving 
Candidates  who  may  come  forward  in  future  an  idea  of  the  kind  of  questiou 
proposed  by  the.  Education  Committeo  to  those  who  seek  admission  into  the 
Normal  Schools  of  the  Free  Church. 


OLD  TESTAMENT. 

One  hcmr  and  a  haJf  aUowedfir  Hms  and  the  Catechism  Paper. 

Not  more  than  four  questions  to  be  answered. 

1.  Give  a  narrative  of  the  Flood,  and  state  how  long  Noah  abode  in  the 
Ark. 

2.  Give  an  account  of  the  battle  witfc  the  Amalekites  and  relative  inddenti. 
Ex.  xviL 

3.  Give  a  sketch  of  the  life  and  exploits  of  Samson. 

4.  What  was  that  spiritual  grace  which  David  showed  pre-eminently,  in  his 
combat  with  Goliath  ?  and  give  your  reasons  for  thinking  so. 

5.  What  was  Ahab's  blackest  crime  ?    State  the  circumstances  which  led  to 
it,  its  instigator,  and  how  retribution  finally  overtook  him. 

NEW  TESTAMENT. 
One  hofur  dUofwedfor  this  Paper, 

Not  more  than  four  qnestions  to  be  answered. 

1.  Mention  three  or  four  of  the  doctrines  taught  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 

2.  Tell  the  story  of  the  Woman  of  Canaan,  and  point  pat  the  evidence  of  her 
great  faith. 
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3*  In  the  account  of  the  last  judgment — 

a.  State  the  grounda  on  which  the  sentence  on  the  righteous  is  founded. 

h.  The  grounds  on  which  the  wicked  will  be  condemned. 

c.  Mention  some  of  the  lessons  taught. 
^  In  regard  to  the  Apostle  Paul,  give  an  account — 

a.  Of  his  life  and  character  before  conversion. 

b.  The  circumstances  connected  with  his  conversion. 

c  The  more  prominent  features  of  bis  life  and  character  afterwards. 

5.  Tell  briefly  the  story  of  Ananias  and  Sapphira,  and  the  lessons  taught  by  it. 

6.  In  regard  to  Paul's  first  visit  to  Philippi — 

a.  State  what  led  to  it ;  and 

b.  The  resufts  of  that  visit; 


SHORTER  CATECHISM. 
One  hour  and  a  haffaUawedfor  this  and  the  Old  Testament  Paper. 

All  the  questions  to  be  answered. 

1.  State. in  your  own  words  the  doctrine  contained  in  the  question,  "  What  are 
the  Decrees  of  OodT*  and  prove  point  by  point,  as  you  proceed! 

2.  Write  down  the  Fourth  Comnmndn^t,  with  proofs,  and  give  the  reasons 
annexed,  in  your  own  words. 

3.  Analyse  the  question,  "  What  w  the  LonTa  Supper?"  and  prove. 

The  result  of  the  Examination  was  as  follows : — 

Male  Female 

Candidates.  GandiOates. 

lee 

Passed  Ist  Class,        ....        29 
2d    do.,  ....       110 

3d    do.,  ^       ...        27 

166 

3.  Comtss  07  Study. — ^The  following  is  the  course  of  study  in  religions  subjects 
prescribed  by  the  Education  Committee  for  students  during  Session  1881,  viz. : — 

Senior  Male  Students, — ^The  Acts  of  the  Aposties ;  the  Epistles  to  the  Colossians 
and  Philippiansf  and  the  Shorter  Catechism,  the  whole  text,  and  proofs  1  to  38. 

Junior  Male  Students, — Old  Testament  History  to  the  separation  of  the  King- 
doms, more  particularly  the  Book  of  Joshua;  John's  Gospel;  and  the 
Catechism,  the  whole  text,  and  proofs  1  to  38. 

Senior  Female  Students.— The  Acts  of  the  Aposties ;  Epistie  to  the  Philip- 
pians;  John's  Gospel,  chapters  i  to  x.,  and  the  Shorter  Catechism,  the 
whole  text,  and  proofs  1  to  38 ;  or  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles ;  the  Episties  to 
the  Colossians  and  Philippians;  and  the  Shorter  Catechism,  the  whole  text^ 
and  proofs  1  to  38 ;  or  the  Acts  of  the  Aposties ;  John's  Gospel ;  and  the 
Catechism,  the  whole  text,  and  proofs  1  to  38. 

Junior  Female  Students, — Old  Testament  History  to  the  separation  of  the 
Kingdoms,  more  particularly  the  Book  of  Joshua;  John's  Gospel;  and  the 
Catechism,  the  whole  text,  and  proofs  1  to  38. 
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EDmBUBGH. 
1.  Students  who  passed  the  Bntrance  JBxaminaUon  in  Aijf  18S0. 


Wallace,  Alex.  G., 
•♦Taylor,  James, 
Sutherland,  Alex., 

♦PatenoD,  Archibald, 
Strath,  David  C, 
Robertson,  Thomas  I., 
Hastings,  George  G., 
Sharp,  Colin  S.,    • 

fLamb,  James, 

fBobb,  James, 

fSomerville,  Alex., 
Winchester,  James, 
Crabb,  James  A., 


Junior 


And  JuBior  Greek. 


$9 


and  Junior  MtttiMBiatiiQi. 


English  Literature 


M 

ft 
ft 
•• 
«• 
ft 
ft 


2.  Students  who  passed  the  BkUrance  BxaminatUm  in  /ni^  1879. 

Junior  lAathematios. 


Robertson,  James, 

Gnstard,  James,    . 

Wallace,  David,  . 
fDryborgh,  David, 
fCatheridl,  Ezra,  . 
"t^lharp,  J.  J.,         • 

Waterworth,  Harry, 
t Anderson,  P., 

Moncrieff,  J.,        . 
f  Sutherland,  J., 
fLearmonth,  W.,   . 
ftDurward,  P.  C,   . 
tSquair,  A.  T., 
♦Henderson,  David, 

Middleton,  A., 
f  Hepburn,  Thomas  N., 
tRobertson,  H.  C, 
♦Alison,  John, 

Scott,  James, 

Sbmerville,  John, 

Tumbull,  B., 

Alexander,  J.  G., 

Toung,  W., . 

Hume,  Robert, 

Dingwall,  D., 
fMaoionald,  Peter, 

Souter,  W.y . 

Lowdon,  James,  . 
^Orr,  Ryrie,  •  • 
tDouglas,  George  A., 


»> 

» 
»> 

ft 

n 
>» 
»> 
f» 
*> 
» 

If 

M 


and  Junior  Latia. 


Senior  Mathematics 


i» 
ft 
ft 
ft 
ft 


Senior  Haihematies. 


ff 
ft 

n 

99 
J9 
f« 

n 
tf 

■n 
■w 
ft 
«f 
n 


tt 
•f 


Senior  Latin  and 
Jumor  Greek. 


■ndSB^iakUi 
Gntk. 


3.  StudenU  who  passed  the  Bnirainee  Examinaikm  mJM%  l$n> 


Watt,  James, 
Clark,  James, 
flCacpherson,  James, 


Natural  Philosophy  and  Jnnior  Grad 
Senior  Latin  „ 

and  Natural  PhikiOflg 
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Story,  ThomM, 
IIFowler,  William,  . 


Olasaea. 
Junior  Latin  and  Natural  Philosophy. 
Logic  and  Moral  Philosophy. 


*  Received  prizes.  f  Certificate  of  Merit. 

t  Has  passed  the  £zamination  in  Classics  necessary  for  degree  of  M.  A. 
§  Examinations  in  Mathematics  and  Philosophy     „ 

0  Had  degree  of  M.  A.  conferred  u(>oii  him  in  April  last. 


Addie,  John,  . 
Agnew,  Robert, 
Barr,  James,  . 
Brown,  Andrew, 
Cameron,  Andrew, 
Oolqaboun,  Walter 
Cook,  John,   . 
Craig,  Jamea, 
Mackenzie,  James, 
M'Vean,  James, 
Malcolm,  Alexander, 

^Manners,  Hugh, 
Nairn,  James, 
Robb,  Alexander, 

*Ro88,  James,  . 

♦Scott,     . 

Scott,  Thomas, 
♦Wallace,  William, 


Baxondall,  Walter, 
Campbell,  Charles, 
Craig,  John,  . 
Crawford,  George,  . 
Dickinson,  Joshua, 
Donald,  James, 
Duncan,  Robert,     . 
Eastwood,  Charles, 
Ferguson,  Thomas, 

"♦Fleming,  Archibald, 
6unn,  Robert, 
Hamilton,  John, 
Johnstone,  John,    . 
Laing,  William, 
Leslie,  Douglas, 
M'Callum,  Hugh,  . 
M'Dongall,  John,    . 
Mackay,  John, 
Moodie,  James, 
Neleon,  William,    . 

♦Smith,  Fergus, 
VemaJ,  John, 

♦Young,  Robert, 


GLASGOW. 

1  .  SiudenU  of  the  First  Year, 

Junior  Mathematics. 


)f 


»» 


Middle  Mathematics. 

Junior  Mathematios. 

Senior  Mathematics. 

Junior  Mathematics  and  Junior  Latin. 

and  Junior  Greek. 

and  Junior  Latin. 


>t 


it 


>> 


i> 


»♦ 


>f 


>» 


>t 


Junior  Latin  and  Middle  Greek. 


j> 


)i 


Middle    Mathematics,   Junior   Ijatin,    and 

Middle  Greek. 
Junior  Mathematics  and  Junior  Latin. 

and  Junior  Greek. 


>> 


Siudmtfi  qf  the  Second  Year. 
Junior  Greek. 


and  Middle  Mathematics. 


Junior  Latin. 

Junior  Greek. 

Senior  Greek  and  Senior  Latin. 

Middle  Greek  and  Junior  Latin. 

Middle  Mathematics         „ 

Senior  Latin  and  Middle  Mathematics. 

Junior  Greek. 

Senior  Greek  and  Natural  Philosophy. 

Middle  Greek  and  Middle  Mathematics. 

Middle  Mathematics. 

„  and  Junior  Latin. 

Junior  Greek  „ 

„  and  Middle  Mathematios. 

Middle  Greek 
Junior  Greek 


II 


Middle  Greek,   Middle   Mathematics,   and 
Senior  Latin. 


*  Received  Prizes. 
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William  Laing  and  William  Toung  haye  passed  the  Classical  part  of  their 
Degree. 

Of  those  Students  who  finished  at  Christmas  last*  Alexander  M'Gaw  was  10, 
and  James  Knight  12,  in  the  Senior  Division  of  the  Logic  Class,  whilst  James 
Knight  and  Alexander  M*Gaw  passed  for  their  Degree  in  Classics,  and  Geozge  R. 
M'Fhail  in  Mental  Philosophy  and  Mathematics. 


VI.— FREE  CHURCH  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

PROSPECTUS  FOB  SESSION  1882. 

1.  Candidates  for  admission  to  the  Normal  Schools  most  produce  from  their 
minister  a  satisfactory  certificate  of  moral  character,  and  a  certificate  of  good 
health  from  a  medical  practitioner. 

2.  They  must  also  pass  the  examination  for  admission,  to  he  held  at  the  Normal 
Schools  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  in  Joly  1881,  and  the  examination  in  religions 
knowledge  appointed  by  the  Education  Committee  of  the  Free  Church.  Candi- 
dates who  have  not  been  pupil-teachers  must  have  completed  their  eighteenth 
year  on  or  before  1st  January  1882. 

3.  The  examination  will  commence  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  day  of  July,  and  will 
continue  for  three  or  four  days.  One  day  will  be  devoted  to  an  examination  in 
religious  knowledge,  which  will  be  confined  to  simple  questions  on  the  Historical 
Books  of  the  Old  Testament,  Mark's  Gospel,  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles^  and 
the  Shorter  Catechism.  While  the  Scholarships  will  be  granted  on  the  result  of 
the  examination  to  be  held  by  H.  M.  Inspectors,  the  Committee  will  not  award  a 
Scholarship  to  any  Candidate  who  does  not  show  due  proficiency  in  religioui 
knowledge.  The  subjects  of  examination  by  H.  M.  Inspectors  are  Reading, 
Writing,  English  Grammar,  Composition,  Arithmetic,  Geography,  British  Histoiy, 
School  Management,  Theory  of  Music  and  Singing;  Euclid,  Algebra,  and 
Mensuration  for  male  candidates ;  Domestic  Economy  for  female  cancQdates,  and 
a  paper  in  any  two  of  the  following  subjects,  and  in  any  one  for  female  candi- 
dates, viz. : — Latin,  Greek,  French,  and  German.  Full  information  regaiding 
the  subjects  of  examination  is  contained  in  the  First  Schedule  appended  to  the 
Scotch  Code. 

4.  The  Education  Committee  will  grant  to  young  men  of  the  first  year  who 
pass  in  the  First  Class,  Scholarships  of  £25 ;  and  to  tiiose  who  pass  in  the  Second 
Class,  Scholarships  of  £23.  Ten  additional  Scholarships  of  £2  {&re  in  Edinburgh, 
and  hye  in  Glasgow)  will  be  awarded  to  those  Students  who  show  special  pro- 
ficiency in  Gaelic 

5.  The  Education  Committee  will  grant,  in  each  of  the  Colleges,  the  following 
Scholarships  to  Female  Students  of  the  first  year,  viz. : — 1  of  £18,  3  of  £16,  6  of 
£10,  and  10  of  £8.  Female  Students,  holding  Scholarships  of  the  Edinburgh 
Normal  School,  whose  parents  or  guardians  are  not  resident  in  Edinburgh,  must 
reside  in  the  boarding  establishment  attached  to  the  School — {See  Note  at  end) 

6.  For  the  second  year  the  value  of  the  Scholarships  will  be  £25,  £23,  and 
£21.  respectively,  for  the  Male  Students,  according  to  the  division  in  which 
they  pass  at  the  end  of  the  first  year:  to  Female  Students  schelarships  will 
be  given  of  the  same  number  and  value  as  in  the  first  year,  according  to  their 
position  in  the  December  examination.  The  Education  Committee  do  not  under- 
take  to  continue  students  for  a  second  year's  attendance  unless  their  demeanour 
and  progress  warrant  the  expectation  that  they  will  prove  themselves  satis- 
factory teachers. 

7.  With  the  view  of  enabling  the  most  promising  of  the  Male  Students  to 
attend  the  University  under  Article  102  (b)  of  the  Scotch  Code,  special  Scholar- 
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■liipi  to  the  extent  of  the  payment  of  the  matrieolation  and  cbwi  fees  will  be 
awarded,  both  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow,  to  Queen's  Scholars  who,  having  been 
specially  indicated  in  the  class  list  of  the  Scotch  Edacation  Department  [Article 
102  (<4 J,  are  selected  by  the  Education  Committee.*  The  Scholarships  may  be 
continued  for  a  second  year  to  those  who  obtain  them. 

8.  All  Students  are  required — 

(1.)  To  declare  in  writing  their  intention,  bonajide,  to  adopt  and  follow 
the  profession  of  teaching  in  Elementary  Schools,  and  if  they 
receive  Scholarships,  to  bind  themselves  to  repay  the  Scholarship, 
in  the  event  of  their  not  doing  so. 

(2.)  To  engage  to  attend  the  Normal  School  for  two  years. 

(3.)  To  engage  to  purchase  the  Books  and  Stationery  required  during  their 
course  of  study  through  the  authorities  of  the  Schools. 

Printed  forms  embodying  these  conditions  will  be  famished  to  the 
successful  candidates  after  the  examination. 

9.  No  Pnpil-Teacher  who  has  deserted  the  service  can  compete  for  admission. 

10.  The  Fees  of  Students  for  the  Session  are— For  Males,  Three  Guineas  ;  for 
Females,  Two  Guineas.    All  Fees  are  payable  quarterly  in  advance. 

11.  Applications  for  admission  (in  the  accompanying  Form,  which  should  be 
detached)  require  to  be  forwarded,  on  or  before  the  1st  of  June,  to  the  Rector, 
Free  Church  Normal  School,  Edinburgh;  the  Rector,  Free  Church  Normal 
School,  Glasgow ;  or  the  Rector,  Free  Church  Normal  Sdiool,  Aberdeen. 

Prxpabatobt  CLAf»BS. — ^A  Class  will  be  formed  in  each  of  the  Normal 
Schools  for  the  purpose  of  preparing  candidates  to  pass  the  entrance  examina- 
tion. For  information  regarding  these  Classes,  application  should  be  made  to 
the  Rectors. 

Note  as  to  Boardtno-Housb  in  Edinbitboh. — If  the  whole  accommodation  is 
not  required  for  the  holders  of  Scholarships,  other  Female  Students  or  Pupil- 
Teachers  may  be  received  as  boarders.  Application  to  be  made  to,  and  terms 
ascertained  from  Miss  Sioth,  Lady  Superintendent,  8  St.  John  Street,  or  from 
any  of  the 

VISITORS. 


Mes.  Db.  CANDLISH,  16  Torphichen 

Street 
Mbe.  BIAIN,  7  Bellevue  Crescent. 


Mb&  Db.  ALEX.  WOOD,   12  Strath- 

earn  Place. 
MB8.  MELDRUM,  40  MelviUe  Street. 


Miss  PAUL,  East  Claremont  Street. 

Note  as  to  Lodgings. — A  list  of  respectable  families  who  can  supply  lodgings 
at  a  moderate  charge  is  kept  at  the  Normal  Schools,  in  Edinburgh,  Gla4;ow, 
and  Aberdeen.  These  lodgings  are  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  Rector  and 
Superintendent^  or  of  any  Member  of  the  Committee. 

Fbee  Chuboh  of  Scotland  Education  Office, 
Edinbubgh,  ISth  May  1881. 

YII. — Recommendathru  of  Endowed  Schools  Commissioners 

in  regard  to  the  Code, 

1.  That  the  standard  of  proficiency  required  of  pupil-teachers  on  entering  upon 
their  engagements  should  be  raised,  and  the  basis  of  their  subsequent  education 
be  widened,  and  that  the  Department  should  encourage  the  attendance  of  teachers 
for  a  third  session  at  the  universities  by  continuing  for  that  period  the  scholar- 

*  In  determining  what  Students^  of  those  who  have  obtained  the  De|>artment's  marks, 
shall  receive  University  Scholarships,  preference  will  in  all  cases  be  given  by  the  Com- 
mittee to  those  who  have  received  marks  for  Latin  and  Greek. 
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ships  aad  allowances  now  given,  under  auch  conditions,  and  to  such  amount^  as 
the  Department  may  prescribe. 

2.  That  in  every  parish  there  should  be  at  least  one  teacher  qualified  to  give 
instruction  in  the  higher  subjects.  ^ 

3.  That  in  schools  where  the  average  attendance  exceeds  140,  the  minimum 
staff  at  present  required  by  the  Code  should  be  increased. 

4.  That  the  subjects  to  be  included  in  Schedule  IV.  of  the  Code  should  be  con- 
fined to  Latin,  Greek,  Mathematics,  Modern  Languages,  English,  Physical  Geo- 
graphy, Domestic  Economy,  and  Animal  Physiology. 

6.  That  a  larger  grant  should  be  given  for  a  pass  in  a  higher  stage  of  any 
subject  than  is  given  for  a  pass  in  a  lower. 

6.  That  elementary  science  should  be  taught  by  object  lessons  only,  and  that 
a  special  allowance*  should  be  made  for  the  efficient  teaching  of  such  subjects  in 
the  administration  of  the  parliamentary  grant. 

7.  That  it  is  advisable  to  relax  the  strictness  of  the  rule  whereby  the  number 
of  individual  passes  in  any  subject  is  made  to  determine  the  amount  of  the  grant, 
and  particularly  that  in  thinly  populated  districts  the  grant  for  the  higher  subjects 
should  be  paid  upon  the  general  proficiency  of  the  classes  and  not  upon  the 
number  of  pupils  in  attendance. 


No.  in. 


ittt  €\inxtlQ  ai  Scailunld. 


REPORT 


OF   THE 


HOME     MISSION   AND   CHURCH   EXTENSION 

COMMITTEE. 


MAY    1881. 


A  COMPARATIVELY  sbort  period  has  elapsed  since  the  Church's  whole 
enero^ies  and  resources  were  expended  on  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
field.  The  great  heathen  world  was  utterly  neglected^  and  the  very  idea 
of  forming  plans  and  putting  forth  efforts  for  its  evangelisation  was 
treated  as  a  wild  imagination.  This  was  the  view  taken,  and  the  spirit 
manifested,  even  by  ministers  of  the  gospel,  the  special  servants  by 
office  and  profession  of  that  Master  whose  last  command  to  his  followers 
before  be  left  the  earth,  was  to  go  and  make  disciples  of  all  nations. 
It  was  alleged  in  defence  of  such  a  course,  that  plenty  of  work  remained 
to  be  done  at  home,  that  there  the  people  were  far  from  being  all  Chris- 
tians, and  that  when  the  Church  had  once  fully  discharged  her  duty,  and 
seen  her  labours  crowned  with  success  near  at  hand,  it  would  be  time 
enough  to  think  of  going  abroad. 

That  was  a  ^period  of  deep  spiritual  declension  and  death.  During  it 
the  home  field  was  left  to  lie  nearly  as  waste  as  the  foreign.  The  interest 
professed  in  it  was  little  better  than  a  mere  pretext  Desolation  spread 
on  every  side,  and  much  of  the  land,  instead  of  being  cultrvatea  and 
cared  for,  was  entirely  neglected,  and  allowed  to  become  a  wilderness. 
There  was  a  sad  lack  of  ploughing  and  sowing,  and  a  still  greater  of 
blessing  attending,  and  fruit  followine*  the  use  of  means ;  for  that  use 
was  feeble,  formal,  faithless.  Home  Missions  assuredly  did  not  flourish 
when  there  were  no  Foreign  Missions  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the 
Church,  and  involve  ber  in  what  is  thought  by  some  to  be  a  heavy, 
hnrtful  expenditure. 

It  is  common  enough  to  rush  from  one  extreme  to  another.     Is  there 
not  a  tendency  at  present,  in  some  qnarters,  to  fall  into  the  opposite 
3  A 
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error?  The  daty  of  sending  the  gospel  to  the  heathen  world  is  now 
nniversally  recognised.  All  Churches,  all  Christians  admit  the  obliga- 
tion, however  they  may  fail  in  its  fiilfilment.  This  being  conceded,  in 
some  measure  realised,  when  men  look  at  the  vastness  of  the  foreign 
field,  at  the  tens,  hundreds  of  millions  sunk  in  debasing  idolatry  with 
its  accompanying  pollutions,  at  the  great  continents  and  oountless  islands 
still  shrouded  in  midnight  darkness,  and  then  turn  to  the  home  field«  it 
appears  so  small,  so  insignificant,  such  a  mere  speck  in  comparison,  that 
they  are  tempted  to  think  the  means  and  efforts  expended  on  it  much  too 
large,  out  of  all  proportion,  indeed  something  like  wasted.  Why  not  send 
off  by  far  the  greater  part  of  these  ministers  and  missionaries  to  the 
perishing  heathen  ?  Now,  while  it  is  most  true,  as  we  not  only  admit  bat 
would  proclaim  on  the  housetops,  that  many,  many  more  should  go  there, 
this  view,  however  natural  and  reasonable  it  may  seem,  is  in  reality  narrow 
and  unsound  at  bottom. 

In  the  case  of  the  spiritually  destitute  outcast  multitude  living  within 
the  borders,  under  the  shadow,  of  the  Christian  Church,  there  is  alike  a 
special  need,  a  special  claim,  and  a  special  danger.  There  is  such  a  need ; 
for  their  guilt  and  condemnation  are  the  greatest  of  all,  seeing  they  have 
turned  away  from  the  light,  and  rejected  the  blessings  of  salvation,  when 
in  various  ways  brought  within  their  reach.  There  is  such  a  claim ;  for 
the  ties  of  kindred  and  country,  the  associations  and  obligations  of 
neighbourhood  come  here  into  play ;  and  these  should  have  tbe  effect  of 
awakening  a  peculiar  interest,  and  prompting  the  earliest  and  strongest 
efforts.  And  there  is  such  a  danger,  because  in  so  far  as  the  home 
heathen  are  not  cared  for,  as  no  energetic  means  are  used  to  reclaim 
them,  their  numbers  will  multiply,  and  their  corruption  will  become  more 
festering  and  baneful ;  they  will  stretch  around  and  spread  through  the 
Christian  ranks  with  the  inevitable  result  of  weakening  the  Church, 
pressing  on  her  like  an  incubus,  and  unfitting  her  both  in  respect  of 
spirit  and  resources  for  the  work  of  carrying  the  gospel  to  all  nations 
They  will  poison  the  atmosphere  in  which  she  breathes ;  they  will  deaden 
her  sensibilities,  and  fetter  her  movements.  Thus  Home  Missions,  so  far 
from  hindering,  help  Foreign  Missions.  The  more  vigour  which  is 
thrown  into  them,  the  more  men  and  means  that  are  devoted  to  them, 
the  better  will  it  be  not  only  for  this  land,  but  also  for  the  world. 

In  reviewing  the  operations  carried  on  by  the  Committee  daring  the 
year,  the  same  order  will  now  be  followed  as  in  former  Beports. 

I.— CHUKCH  EXTENSION  STATIONS  AND  CHABGBa 

1.  Sktiions, — The  number  reported  in  1880  was  34,  now  there  are  32. 
The  decrease  is  explained  by  the  fact  that  three  were  raised  to  the  posi- 
tion of  regular  charges  by  last  Assembly — ^Drumoak,  Ettrick,  and  North 
Queensferry ;  and  that  only  one,  Sandhaven,  has  been  added  to  the  list 
in  the  course  of  the  present  year.  Of  these  oidinary  Stations,  fiestoa 
alone  is  making  application  to  this  Assembly  for  sanction. 

Of  the  34  on  last  year's  roll,  29  sent  in  tbe  Annual  Schedules,  and  an 

abstract  of  tbe  Beport  on  them,  which  the  Secretary  laid  before  the 

'  Committee,  appeared  in  the  Record  for  September.   In  three  or  fonr  of  the 

£tve  cases  of  failure,  there  were  special  circumstances  which  went  f»r  to 

account  for  the  omission.     While  some  of  the  Stations  were  shown  by 
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the  retunis  to  be  more  vigoroas  uid  prosperooB  than  othen,  as  migbt  hare 
been  expected,  they  were  found  to  be  generally  in  a  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. Attention  was  called  in  the  Bepori  to  the  want  of  Mission  Gollee- 
tioM  in  several  of  the  nnmber,  and  also  to  the  need  of  more  sealons 
aggresnTe  effort.  It  was  resolTcd  that  snob  defects  sbonld  be  pointed 
OQi  to  tbose  directly  conoemed,  in  the  course  of  visitation  and  otberwise, 
tiie  Oommittee  not  doubting  that,  l^  tbe  use  of  prudent  means^  they 
would  be  corrected. 

Tbe  chief  outward  cbanges  to  be  noted  during  the  year  are  tbe  follow- 
ing :— 

Newton  Orange. — ^At  this  mining  village,  near  Dalkeith,  a  new  cburcb 
has  been  erected,  seated  for  800,  with  ample  provision  for  enlargement 
when  required.  It  cost  JB1280,  and  to  assist  the  local  parties,  grants 
were  given  both  from  tbe  Miners'  Mission  Fund  and  tbe  Church  Exten- 
sion Building  Fund.  By  a  most  creditable  liberality,  mainly  due,  first 
and  last,  to  tbe  Dalkeith  congregation,  tbe  wbole  expense  has  been  met, 
and  the  work  of  the  Mission  can  be  carried  on  without  tbe  encumbrance 
of  debt 

Stcn^dd, — A  new  ball,  fitted  to  accommodate  800,  bas  been  erected  at  a 
coat  of  about  JB500,  of  wbich  sum  more  tban  the  half  bas  been  subscribed. 
The  people  themselves  have  manifested  deep  interest  in  the  building,  and 
have  belped  alike  by  manual  labour  and  pecuniary  contributions.  The 
field  is  very  necessitous.  The  want  of  a  proper  place  of  meeting  has 
hitherto  been  a  serious  hindrance  to  the  work  of  the  Mission,  but  tbat 
obstacle  has  thus  at  length  been  removed. 

Kilmalcolm, — ^Though  not  on  tbe  Committee's  list,  because  no  grant  was 
needed,  it  is  proper  to  note  that  a  new  station  of  great  promise  has  been 
set  up  in  the  course  of  the  year  at  tbis  village,  which  lies  within  the  Fret* 
bytery  of  Greenock.  Of  late  years  it  has  rapidly  increased  in  population 
and  importance.  It  is  now  a  favourite  resort  and  place  of  residence.  In 
May  last  services  were  commenced  in  tbe  public  school,  whicb  was  obtained 
for  tbe  purpose ;  and  now  a  hall  has  been  erected,  witb  a  session-bouse 
and  vestry,  at  a  cost  of  nearly  £900.  Tbe  church  is  intended  to  be  built 
on  tbe  firont  part  of  tbe  feu,  which  has  been  reserved  witb  tbat  view,  and 
will  doubtless,  at  no  distant  day,  be  required.  The  station  is  applying  to 
this  Assembly  for  sanction  as  a  charge.  There  can  hardly  fail  to  grow  up 
rapidly  here  an  influential  congregation. 

2.  Charges. — ^Laat  year  the  number  of  these  was  86.  Three  of  them 
were  placed  on  the  Equal  Dividend  Platform  by  the  Assembly,  and  thus 
removed  from  the  list  of  Church  Extension  Charges,  vis.  Grofthead,  Cul- 
rooi^  and  South  Kingarth.  Two  of  tbe  Shetland  congregations,  Dunross- 
neas  and  Fetlar,  which  formerly  received  Home  Mission  assistance,  are  now 
dependent  solely  on  the  Sustentation  Fund.  Hartbill  ceased  to  draw  a 
grant,  the  continuance  of  which  bad  terminated  in  accordance  with  the 
regulationsL  By  these  changes  the  number  was  reduced  to  30 ;  but  three 
were  added  by  sanction,  as  already  noted  under  the  head  of  Stations— 
Dmmoak,  Ettrick,  and  North  Queensfeny,  and  these  raise  the  existing 
charges  of  this  class  to  88; 

Tbe  annual  returns  were  received  from  82  of  the  number,  and  were 
generally,  but  not  in  every  inatanoe,  complete  and  satisfactory.    They 
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showed  that  a  good  many  of  these  congregations  were  little  more  than 
keeping  their  ground,  owing  in  some  cases  to  the  limited  population  from 
which  they  have  to  draw,  and  in  others  to  the  depressing  times  through 
which  the  country  has  been  passing.  Several,  however,  are  obviously  making 
steady,  even  great  progress;  and  of  these,  Neilston  and  Shettleston  are 
good  specimens.  Those  situated  in  the  mining  districts,  and  a  considerable 
proportion  of  them  are  so,  have  suffered  most  severely,  and  the  marvel  is 
that  they  have  struc^gled  on  and  not  succumbed  to  the  difficulties  they  have 
had  to  encounter.  Outwardly,  prospects  are  much  improved,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  a  measure  of  temporal  prosperity  will  be  accompanied  not  only  by  a 
corresponding  but  much  greater  degree  of  spiritual  prosperity. 

It  may  be  noted  that  Baillieston  congregation,  which  has  hitherto  had 
only  an  iron  church,  originally  the  gift  of  the  children  of  the  Free  Church, 
has  now  the  prospect  of  a  permanent  and  most  centrally  situated  place  of 
worship.  A  site  has  been  acquired,  on  which  there  is  a  house  suitable, 
with  certain  alterations,  for  a  manse,  and  in  a  short  time  the  building  of 
the  church  will  be  set  about  This  has  been  largely  owing  to  a  generous 
promise  of  large  assistance  from  a  family  desiring  to  associate  the  memory  of 
one  dear  to  them,  and  dear  to  many  beyond  the  circle  of  relatives,  with 
Christian  work  among  the  mining  population. 


II.— TERRITORIAL  MISSIONS  AND  CHARGES. 

1.  Missions. — There  were  four  of  these  when  the  last  Report  was  pre- 
pared ;  now  there  are  six,  Eeppochhill,  Glasgow,  and  Easter  Road,  Edin- 
burgh, having  been  added  during  the  year. 

Of  the  four  which  existed  previously,  Farkhead  and  Annfield,  the  one 
near  and  the  other  in  Glasgow,  are  but  weak  numerically  and  otherwise. 
Their  state  and  prospects  have  been  and  are  engaging  serious  attention. 
The  other  two  have  made  great  progress.  One  of  them,  PossU  Park^  is  ap- 
plying to  this  Assembly  for  sanction  as  a  full  territorial  charge.  There  is 
a  membership  of  170,  and  an  excellent  church,  seated  for  800,  has  been  built 
at  a  cost  of  £3200,  the  whole  of  which  has  been  met  by  subscriptions  and 
grants,  with  the  exception  of  about  £300.  The  Mission  has  been  carried 
on  by  Renfield  congregation,  whose  liberality  and  zeal  are  worthy  of  all 
praise ;  and  the  agent  employed  has  been  the  Rev.  H.  Drummond,  Lecturer 
on  Natural  Science,  Glasgow  Free  Church  College,  whose  evangelistic 
labours  in  other  fields  are  widely  known.  With  the  Divine  blessing  there 
is  every  prospect  that  the  good  work  will  continue  to  advance,  and  that 
much  spiritual  fruit  will  be  gathered  in  this  field.  The  other,  ^ei^  Buw 
Territorial  Mission^  Perth^  which  is  also  making  application  for  sanction, 
has  succeeded  in  a  remarkable  way  under  Mr.  Symon,  formerly  of  Newton 
Grange  Station.  He  got  it  in  an  extremely  feeble  and  rudimentary  state, 
but  after  not  much  more  than  a  year's  labour,  he  could  import  some  time 
ago  that  the  attendance  at  church  in  the  forenoon  was  230,  in  the  afternoon 
300 ;  that  the  Sabbath-school  numbered  150,  and  the  Bible  Class  40 ;  that 
the  communicants  were  152,  of  whom  70  were  formerly  lapsed ;  and  that 
in  other  respects  a  corresponding  progress  was  apparent  In  virtue  of  a 
special  arrangement,  and  with  the  consent  of  all  the  parties  oonoemed, 
Mr,  Symon  has  attended  the  New  College,  Edinburgh,  this  last  winter,  and 
his  case  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  Assembly,  it  is  understood,  as  one  presenting 
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many  claims  to  exceptional  treatment.     It  is  not  for  this  Committee  to  pass 
any  judgment  regarding  it,  bat  they  cannot  refrain  from  bearing  their 
cordial  testimony  to  his  peculiar  fitness  for,  and  remarkable  success  in, 
Home  Mission  work. 
The  two  new  stations  are  most  hopeful. 

(1.)  Keppochhtlly  Olasgow. — This  was  formerly  a  Congregational 
Mission  in  connection  with  the  Free  West  Church.  It  is  situated  in  a 
well  defined  and  necessitous  suburban  district,  which  will  grow  in  popula- 
tion as  trade  revives  and  the  city  extends.  There  is  an  iron  church 
seated  for  about  300,  at  which  the  Sabbath  attendance  is  good,  especially 
in  the  afternoon ;  and  there  are  two  Bible-classes,  a  large  Sabbath-school, 
a  children's  meeting,  a  weekly  prayer-meeting,  and  a  band  of  18  Christian 
workers.  Over  these  and  other  agencies,  a  probationer  presides  as 
missionary.  In  the  course  of  a  year  37  members  were  added  to  the 
comma nion  roll,  either  by  admission  for  the  first  time  or  by  restoration 
after  lapsing.  Notwithstanding  their  financial  difficulties,  the  Committee 
granted  the  application  to  have  the  Mission  made  a  territorial  one,  in  the 
belief  that  it  was  well  entitled  to  occupy  such  a  place,  and  that  the 
district  presents  a  most  suitable  field  for  a  charge  of  the  kind  contemplated. 
Mr.  Ewing  and  his  congregation  continue  their  faithful  superintendence 
and  their  liberal  support. 

(2.)  Easter  Road,  Edinburgh. — This  district  is  one  in  which,  from  the 
increase  of  population,  the  need  of  a  new  territorial  charge  has  been  felt 
for  a  considerable  time,  bat  there  were  serious  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
commencing  operations.  Lately,  those  interested  in  the  cause  secured 
the  services  of  the  Rev.  J.  Pirie,  long  of  the  Cowgate  Church,  Edinburgh, 
and  more  recentlv  of  Norwich  ;-  and  he  entered  on  the  work  in  the  month 
of  September.  On  10th  October  he  opened  Bums's  Hall  as  a  place  of 
public  worship,  and  he  reports  that  the  attendance  has  been  remarkably 
good,  reaching  300  in  the  evening.  There  is  a  Sabbath-school  of  150 
children,  a  Bible-class,  and  a  weekly  prayer-meeting.  "In  short,"  he 
says,  "  we  have  the  whole  machinery  and  organisation  of  a  regular 
territorial  church  in  little  over  two  months."  Since  that  time,  December 
last,  the  work  has  gone  steadily  forward,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that,  in  Mr.  Pirie's  experienced  hands,  a  good  congregation  will  soon  be 
gathered  and  equipped.     Application  is  being  made  for  sanction. 

2.  Charges. — There  are  25  of  these,  one  less  than  last  year,  in 
consequence  of  Sighthill,  Glasgow,  having  been  put  on  the  Equal 
Dividend  Platform.  The  Annual  Schedules  which  came  in  before  the 
Assembly  1880,  but  too  kte  to  be  analysed  and  taken  account  of  at  it, 
were  afterwards  fully  reported  on  to  the  Committee,  and  were  found  to 
be,  generally  speaking,  full  and  satisfactory  in  their  information.  Of  the  25 
Charges,  19  have  churches,  two  of  these  having  been  finished  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  viz.,  Dowanvale,  Partick;  and  Bainsford,  near 
Falkirk ;  four  have  halls  designed  to  prepare  the  way  for,  and  to  form 
part  of,  complete  ecclesiastical  buildings ;  and  two  have  iron  structures, 
one  of  which,  however.  West,  Stirling,  was  unfortunately  destroyed  by 
fire  a  short  time  ago.  In  two  or  three  instances,  the  debt  was  not 
stated,  but  the  amount  brought  out  in  the  schedules  referred  to  reached 
the  large  sum  of  £19,371.  This  is  a  most  serious  matter.  Several  con- 
gregations have  been  well-nigh  crushed  under  the  burden,  and  there  is 


6  BBFOBT  or  THK  HOMB  lOSBIOM  m. 

the  greatest  need  for  some  plan  being  adopted  to  lessen  it,  and  if  poenble 
remove  it  altogether.  The  attendance  at  the  best  diet  of  worship  on 
Sabbath  was  9629,  ezclasive  of  one  charge  whose  return  was  blank  in 
this  respect,  and  inclusive  of  the  number  of  sittings  let  in  three  oases 
where  this  alone  was  given.  The  communicants  were  8765,  and  the 
additions  during  the  year  1897,  though  here  the  form  of  the  schedule 
leaves  room  for  considerable  uncertainty,  a  defect  which  will  be  corrected 
in  future.  Sabbath-schools  show  an  attendance  of  8738  children,  under 
795  teachers.  Some  striking  examples  and  evidences  of  direct  spiritual 
results  in  sinners  converted  to  God  are  furnished  in  these  returns. 

The  sums  raised  for  the  schemes  by  some  of  these  congregations  are 
wholly  inadequate,  and  indicate  a  serious  failare  either  in  setting  forth 
the  claims  of  missions,  or  in  responding  to  these  claims.  The  state  of 
matters  is  really  painful.  Thus,  one  charge  with  a  membership  of  more 
than  500  raises  in  all  about  £9 ;  another,  almost  as  numerous,  a  little 
more  than  £6 ;  a  third,  of  similar  size,  a  like  amount.  Sometimes 
collections  are  omitted  altogether,  including  that  for  the  Home  Mission 
scheme,  In  which  a  special  interest  might  naturally  be  expected  to  be 
shown,  seeing  it  ministers  so  largely  to  the  support  of  this  class  of  con- 
gregations. No  doubt  the  year  to  which  these  returns  apply  was  most 
trying,  and  ail  allowance  should  be  made ;  but  surely  such  things  as  have 
now  been  stated  ought  not  to  be,  and  it  is  high  time  that  means  were 
adopted  for  bringing  home  a  sense  of  duty  in  the  matter. 


m.— GONGBEaATIONAL  MISSIONS. 

Last  year  there  were  88  of  these  Missions,  65  of  them  oondaoted  by 
students,  and  23  by  probationers  or  catechists.  At  present  there  are  8ll, 
58  belonging  to  the  former  class,  23  to  the  latter.  The  changes  have 
been  the  following  :-— 

l.--8TnD£NT8'  MISSIONS. 


Number  last  year,    ......        65 

Deduct  Aberdeen  Students'  Association,  withdrawn,  1 

„      Anstruther  for  CelUudyke,  no  application, 

„      Cathcart^  discontinaed, 

„      Keith,  „ 

„      Perth,  „ 

„      flnnieston,  Glasgow,  discontinued,    . 

„      Moray  Church,  Edinburgh,  diBcontinued, 

„      Augustine,  Glasgow,  transferred  to  class  2, 

„      CoUege,  „  „ 

u      West^  „        now  territodal,  . 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
—        10 


55 

Add  St.  Mary^s,  Bdinbuigh,  renewed,  1 

„    St.  Enoch's,  Glasgow,  „  .  .         1 

„   South,  Elgin,  „  .  .        1 

—        S 

NoBBber  at  present,  aa  stated  above^  .66 
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2.— PROBATIONERS'  AND  GATECHIST8'  MISSIONS. 

Number  last  year,     ......        23 

Bedact  Paialey  Road,  Glasgow,  disoontiniied,  .         1 

Trinity,  „  „  .1 

Rothesay  Mission,  „  .1 

Muirkirk,  „  .         1 


n 
ff 


—        4 
19 


Add,  Moray  Church,  Edin.,  traxisfeired  from  class  1,         1 
„     Augustine,  Glasgow,  „  „  „  1 

„      College,  „  „  „  „  1 

„     Musselburgh,  new  grants  .  .  .1 


Number  at  present,  as  stated,  .  .23 

The  annual  retarns  presented  many  encouraging  features,  not,  however, 
without  exceptions.  During  the  preceding  year  531  persons  had  been 
brought  by  means  of  these  missions  into  the  fellowship  of  the  congrega- 
tions with  which  they  are  connected,  either  in  the  way  of  being  admitted 
to  communion  for  the  first  time,  or  restored  after  lapsing.  There  are 
also  repeated  references  to  indiyiduals  and  families  reclaimed  to  church- 
going  habits,  in  addition  to  the  accesions  to  membership. 

On  the  report  of  the  Committee  that  the  expenditure  under  this  head 
had  reached  £2500,  a  sum  out  of  all  due  proportion  to  the  funds  placed 
at  their  disposal,  and  to  the  outlay  in  other  departments  of  the  scheme ; 
and  that  in  their  opinion  it  should  be  restricted  to  a  certain  definite 
amount,  which  they  thought  might  reasonably  be  fixed  at  £1500  as  a 
maximum ;  the  Assembly  instructed  them  to  give  efiect  to  the  recom- 
mendation thus  made  by  taking  steps  for  reducing  as  speedily  as  possible 
the  expense  connected  with  these  Congregational  Missions  to  the  sum 
specified.  After  giving  the  matter  the  most  careful  consideration,  they 
resolved  that  one  double  grant  of  an  exceptional  kind  should  be  with- 
drawn, though  this  was  afterwards  modifiecf,  and  that  in  other  two  cases, 
where  there  was  also  a  double  grant,  there  should  be  only  a  single  one  in 
future.  It  was  evident,  however,  that  small  savings  of  that  kind  would . 
not  accomplish  the  purpose,  and  that  it  would  be  a  most  invidious  task  to 
proceed  to  the  suppression  of  more  than  a  third  of  the  existing  Missions, 
leaving  others  which  might  after  all  have  no  better  title  to  continued 
support  It  was  thought  to  be  by  far  the  preferable  course  to  reduce  the 
grants  to  a  uniform  amount  of  £20  a  year,  instead  of  £80  in  the  case  of 
students  and  probationers,  and  £20  in  that  of  catechists.  This  was  the 
original  sum,  and  a  return  to  it  seemed  to  be  called  for  in  the  circum- 
staooesL  Due  notice  of  the  change  was  given,  and  it  came  into  efiect  at 
November.  Along  with  this,  the  Committee  were  under  the  necessity  of 
declining  all  new  applications  for  the  present  By  these  means  the 
expenditure  in  future  will  be  little  if  any  above  the  £1500  fixed  by  the 
Assembly.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  congregations  will  find  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  carrying  on  these  Missions  much  increased  by 
the  reduction  which  has  been  made,  and  that  others  will  naturaUy  be 
disappointed  at  not  obtaining  the  grants  which  they  earnestly  asked  and 
urgently  need.     But  there  was  really  no  help  for  it  unless  liabilities 


ff 
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were  to  be  incurred  which  there  was  no  reasonable  prospect  of  meeting, 
and  the  embarrassments  of  the  Committee,  already  sufficiently  serious, 
were  to  become  welUnigh  inextricable. 


IV.— EVANGELISTIC  AGENCIES. 

1.  Assembly  Deputies. — Those  appointed  by  last  Assembly  on  the 
nomination  of  the  Committee  were  the  following : — 

Rev.  J.  Taff,  Dumbarton.  Sev.  W.  Fkbousson,  Ellon. 

J.  W.  Geddie,  Ban£f.  „    G.  Johnston,  Mamoch. 

D.  S.  Hamilton,  Symington.       „    J.Watson,  St  Matthew's,  Glaagow. 

Strong  testimony  has  been  borne  to  the  value  of  their  labours  in 
various  places,  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  not  a  little  spiritual 
fruit  has  been  the  result.  The  Committee  can  here  do  nothing  more 
than  present  the  briefest  summary  of  their  work,  with  a  few  specimens 
of,  and  extracts  from,  the  reports  which  have  reached  them  from  parties 
in  the  districts  visited,  or  from  the  Deputies  themselves. 

(1.)  Mr.  Tait  laboured  at  Law,  near  Carluke,  Inverness,  and  Dysart. 
In  all  these  places  his  services  were  much  appreciated.  Dr.  Black, 
Inverness,  thus  writes  regarding  them  in  that  town : — 

'*  I  should  have  taken  an  earlier  opportunity  of  thanking  yon,  on  behalf  of 
the  Session  of  the  West  Free  Church  here,  for  your  so  kindly  arranging  to  send 
one  of  your  deputies  to  carry  on  evangelistic  work  in  their  church  while  they 
were  waiting  the  settlement  of  their  new  minister.  The  arrangement  waa  most 
happy  and  successful.  Mr.  Tait,  whom  you  sent»  gave  himself  most  heartily  to 
the  work,  and  spared  no  effort  to  make  his  visit  a  profitable  one.  On  the 
Sabbaths,  and  every  evening  of  the  week,  he  held  special  evangelistic  services ; 
and  almost  every  day  during  his  visit  he  spent  some  hours  visiting  from  house 
to  house,  speaking  to  inquirers,  and  inviting  to  the  meetings.  We  have  reason 
to  believe  that  some  were  brought  to  decide  for  Christ,  while  very  many  of  the 
Lord's  people  were  revived  and  led  to  take  a  deeper  interest  in  spiritual  things. 
You  could  not  have  sent  us  a  better  deputy  than  Mr.  Tait.  The  cireumstanoes 
were  special  and  difficult,  as  there  was  no  minister  to  help  or  advise  with,  and 
the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  poor.  Our  friend,  however,  suited  JiimwAJf 
to  the  circumstances  from  the  first,  and  endured  as  a  good  soldier  the  many  dis- 
comforts the  special  duty  brought  upon  him." 

(2.)  Mr.  GMdie  went  first  to  Oalston,  then  to  Tain,  and  finally  was  to 
have  gone  to  Cowdenbeath  in  spring,  but  it  has  not  been  found  practicable 
to  carry  out  this  arrangement.  Mr.  Maxwell's  report  with  reference  to 
the  first  of  these  places  is  as  follows : — 

"Mr.  Greddie,  one  of  the  Assembly's  Deputies,  and  well  fitted  for  the  work, 
commenced  his  labours  here  on  the  15th  of  September,  and  continued  for  a 
fortnight.  By  request  of  the  minister,  he  confined  his  labours  almost  ezdnaivaly 
to  the  delivery  of  addresses,  leaving  ike  minister  free  to  visit  During  the  fort- 
night he  delivered  thirteen  evangelistic  addresses,  and  preached  three  times  at 
the  regular  diets  of  worship  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Notwithstanding  the 
inclemency  of  the  weather,  the  meetings  were  well  attended,  both  by  church- 
going  people  of  all  denominations,  and  the  non-church-going.  On  the  week-day 
evenings  the  attendance  increased  from  200  to  350.  On  the  Sabbath  evenings 
there  was  an  average  attendance  of  700.  A  meeting  for  children  on  a  week-day 
evening,  prior  to  the  regular  servioe,  proved  very  successful,  over  800  being 
present.    The  meetings  were  conducted  in  a  regular  and  quiet  manner.    Many 
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were  convicted  of  sin  and  serionflly  impreaaed,  and  we  believe  not  a  few  received 
a  lasting  blessing.  We  leave  the  result  with  God.  One  great  feature  of  the 
movement  was  the  stirring  up  of  sleeping  Christians  to  a  sense  of  their  duty  and 
danger.*' 

(3.)  Mr.  Hamilton  did  good  service  at  Abeniyte,  Lochgoilhead,  Shield* 
hill  and  Lauriston  near  Falkirk,  and  Oban.  He  has  furnished  a  fnll 
nod  gratifying  account  of  the  work  in  all  these  places.  At  Abernyte  he 
had  several  district  meetings,  occasional  open-air  ones,  took  advantage 
of  meal-hours  for  short  addresses,  and  visited  some  hours  almost  daily 
along  with  the  minister.  The  residents  and  many  of  the  visitors  at 
Iiochgoilhead  manifested  much  interest  in  the  services,  and  he  states  that 
since  his  return  he  has  had  testimony  to  good  results  having  followed. 
He  found  the  miners  at  Shieldhill  open  to  religious  influences,  in  a  way 
which  seemed  to  show  that  the  late  hard  times  and  the  trials  connected 
with  them  had  proved  beneficial.  He  speaks  of  Lauriston  as  a  field  white 
to  harvest,  of  the  numbers  who  waited  there  to  second  meetings  under 
deep  concern,  and  of  the  full  help  and  sympathy  he  experienced  at  the 
hands  of  the  minister,  Mr.  Hunter.  Writing  of  his  visit  to  Obao,  Mr. 
Mackay  says : — 

"We  did  not  see  much  fruit  at  the  time,  but  now  we  are  beginning  to  gather 
in  some  of  the  fruit  of  his  earnest  and  impressive  preaching  amoug  us.  His  visit 
was  the  means  of  stirring  up  the  office-bearers  and  communicants  to  cry  for  a 
blessing ;  and  now  we  are  privileged  to  see  souls  giving  themselves  to  the  Lord. 
There  is  a  general  expectancy  in  the  whole  West  Highlands.  It  is  always  dis- 
heartening to  use  special  means  and  see  no  fruit,  but  now  I  believe  the  cloud  of 
blessing  is  over  us,  and  I  connect  Mr.  Hamilton's  services  with  our  present  services, 
the  one  as  preparatory  to  the  other." 

(4.)  Mr.  Eergusson  devoted  part  of  his  time  to  Fraserburgh  during  the 
herring  fishing  season,  and  the  rest  to  Grange  and  Henderson  congrega- 
tions, Kilmarnock.  Heporting  as  to  the  latter  part  of  the  work,  he 
says: — 

"  During  the  fortnight  named  I  preached  fifteen  times.  At  the  close  of  almost 
every  meeting  there  were  anxious  inquirers.  In  these  after-meetings  several 
earnest  and  zealous  Christian  workers  took  part,  and  gave  great  help.  There  were 
some  interesting  cases  of  a  most  hopeful  uature,  several  giving  satisfactory 
evidence,  so  far  as  man  could  judge,  that  they  had  undergone  a  saviog  change. 
The  attendance  at  and  interest  in  the  meetings  grew  considerably  while  I  was 
there,  so  that  a  vigorous  and  zealous  colporteur  said  to  me  at  the  close  of  my  last 
meeting,  *  It  is  a  pity  that  yon  are  going  away,  for  the  work  is  only  beginning.' 
I  was  much  pleased  to  see  mothers  carrying  children  in  their  arms  coming  to  the 
meetings.  If  I  were  to  single  out  one  meeting  that  seemed  singularly  encouraging 
and  specially  blessed,  I  should  mention  the  service  held  in  Henderson  Church  on 
the  evening  of  the  second  Sabbath.  As  the  night  was  cold,  and  there  were 
united  evangelistic  services  by  the  ministers  of  the  town  to  begin  that  evening, 
I  did  not  expect  a  large  attendance,  and  accordingly  on  my  arrival  at  the  church 
I  said  to  the  Church-officer  that  I  would  not  go  to  the  pulpit,  but  take  the 
precentor's  desk,  and  requested  him  to  see  that  the  audience  occupied  the  seats 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  church.  He  soon  returned  to  me  and  said  that  he  found 
it  impossible  to  comply  with  my  request,  for  the  area  of  the  church  was  crowded, 
while  the  galleries  were  well  filled.  I  had  therefore  to  go  to  the  pulpit,  and 
seldom  has  the  Lord  enabled  me  to  preach  with  so  great  liberty,  and  apparently 
with  such  good  effect.  The  large  audience  helped  me  greatly  by  their  singularly 
marked  attention,  and  manifest  sympathy  with  and  interest  in  the  subject  of  the 
Address.     I  can  praise  the  Lord  that  the  work  in  Kilmarnock  had  a  quickening 
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and  refreshiiig  mfluenoe  on  my  own  sonl,  and  that  I  retmned  home  to  reanme  my 
pastoral  duties  in  a  more  cheerful  and  buoyant  spirit  than  when  I  kit." 

(5.)  Mr.  Johnston's  wotk  lay  among  the  Scotch  fishermen  at  Yarmoutii 
toward  the  close  of  autamn.  A  regular  deputy  had  not  previously  been 
sent  to  the  English  coast,  but  Mr.  Miller,  Buckie,  had  visited  it  the  year 
before,  and  reported  decidedly  in  favour  of  that  being  done  in  future. 
On  communicating  with  the  Home  Mission  Committee  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  England,  they  very  cordially  agreed  to  bear  a  part  of  the 
expense,  a  burden  which  the  liberal  collection  made  by  the  fishennen 
themselves  greatly  lightened  to  all  parties.  Mr.  Johnston  showed 
himself  admirably  fitted  to  be  the  pioneer  deputy.  The  larger  portion 
of  his  careful  and  complete  report  appeared  in  the  Record  for  February 
last,  and  here  it  may  suffice  to  quote  the  testimony  borne  by  one  on  the 
spot  who  feels  a  warm  and  Catholic  interest  in  such  evangelistic  labours. 


"It  is  quite  time  that  I  should  let  yon  know  how  much  we  enjoyed  Mr. 
Johnston's  visit  to  this  port.  He  seemed  to  have  no  other  end  in  view  than  the 
spiritual  good  of  the  fishermen,  and  from  all  I  oould  learn,  both  from  my  own 
observation  and  the  testimony  of  others,  Qod  has  been  pleased  to  bless  his  woik. 
The  last  service  he  held  in  the  Independent  Church  was  a  deeply  interesting  one, 
and  several  members  of  the  Church  expressed  an  earnest  desire  that  it  mi^t  be 
repeated.  The  prudence,  diligence,  and  earnestness  with  which  Mr.  Johnst(m 
carried  on  his  work,  won  for  him  the  esteem  and  good-wiU  of  all  who  obeerved 
him,  and  I  trust  and  believe  that  real  lasting  good  has  been  done." 

(6.)  Mr.  Watson  was  not  able  to  enter  on  the  work  at  all,  in  con- 
sequence of  his  call  and  translation  to  Liverpool  soon  after  his  appoint- 
ment as  one  of  the  deputies.  This  was  a  serious  loss  to  the  Committee 
and  the  cause,  for  much  was  reasonably  expected  from  his  labours. 

2.  Deputies  to  FUhing-StaHons. — The  following  were  the  arrangements 
made  and  carried  out : — 

Peterhead —      Bev.  H.  Fitzpatriok,  Aberdeen. 

„    T.  Grant,  Tain. 

„    G.  G.  Macdofald,  Ordiquhin. 
Frtuerhurgh —  Rev.  A.  Imoles,  Dundee. 

„    P.  Browit,  Portknoekie. 

„    W.  FsROUssoN,  laion. 
Shmowaij^ —      Biev.  J.  D.  M'Kinkon,  Dumfries. 
Barra —  Bev.  G.  Cassis,  Hopeman. 

Loeh  Boisdale — Bev.  A.  Sxmpsom,  Tony,  Aberdeen. 

These  brethren  have  reported  more  or  less  folly  to  the  Committee, 
some  of  them  not  only  giving  detailed  information,  but  making  important 
suggestions  as  to  the  carrying  on  of  the  work  in  future.  Attention  has 
been  and  will  be  paid  to  the  matters  thus  brought  under  notice ;  and  it  is 
hoped  that  it  wul  now  be  possible  to  have  arrangements  of  a  more 
complete  and  satisfactory  kind  than  hitherto.  It  is  proposed  to  vittt 
some  of  the  more  accessible  stations  beforehand,  and  endeavour,  by 
conference  with  the  local  ministers  and  others  on  the  spot,  to  prepare  the 
way,  so  that  the  efficiency  and  comfort  of  the  deputies  may  be  promoted. 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  report  regarding  Peterhead  was  specially  full,  and  it  is 
thus  in  closing  that  be  sums  up  his  impressions  i-^ 

"  I  may  add  that  I  reoeived  nothing  but  kindness  and  cordiality  both  firom 
the  men  and  women.    Nothing  of  the  least  nnpleaaaatneM  ol  any  kind  happened 
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in  ail  mj  mterooutBe  with  the  people,  both  Engliah  and  Oaelie;  AH  seemed 
yery  thankful  and  grateful  for  the  kindneas  of  the  Church  in  sending  the 
depatiea.  I  saw  very  little  drunkenness  among  the  people.  I  left  with  a  high 
opinion  of  these  simple,  honest,  ingenuous  sods  of  the  sea.  I  found  among 
them  not  a  few  earnest^  sterling,  Ood-fearing  men  and  women,  an  honour  to 
any  Church." 

Mr.  M^Einnon's  aceoirot  of  his  work  at  Stomoway  shows  how  faith- 
itilly  and  efficiently  he  falfilled  his  mission.  Mr.  Cassie  again  rendered 
the  best  service  at  Barra,  and  he  has  urged  with  great  earnestness  on 
the  Committee  measures  fitted  to  meet  better  the  necessities  of  the  case 
in  future,  by  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  the  deputies  on  the  spot, 
instead  of  at  a  distance,  and  for  sheltering  the  people  from  wind  and  rain 
when  attending  public  worship.  He  kindly  offered  to  help  largely  in 
carrying  the  proposed  changes  into  effect.  The  Committee  have  fallen 
in  with  his  suggestions  so  far  as  their  circumstances  permitted,  and  in 
concert  with  the  Highland  Committee,  hope  to  lighten  somewhat  the  toil 
and  exposure  of  those  who  go  to  Barra  on  the  Church's  service.  Mr. 
Simpson  was  the  breaker  up  of  the  way  at  South  Uist,  and  though,  by 
the  settlement  of  a  minister  there,  the  need  may  not  be  quite  as  urgent 
as  formerly,  still  it  is  believed  that  special  assbtance  is  called  for  at  the 
fishing  season. 

3.  Lay  EvangeUats. — ^Messrs.  Binnie  and  Steven  have  laboured  for 
longer  or  shorter  periods  at  the  following  places : — 

Mr.  Btftfiie.  Mr.  Steven. 

Glasgow,  Fairbairn  Memorial  Church. 

Pittenweem. 

Dundee. 

Forfar. 

Cowdenbeath. 

Boddam. 

Kincardine  CNeiL 

Durrisdeer. 

West  Calden 

North  Bote. 

Rothesay. 

Gartly. 

Hamilton. 

For  a  part  of  the  year  tbe  applications  for  the  services  of  these  agents 
were  comparatively  few,  but  latterly  they  have  been  more  numerous,  so 
that  both  have  been  kept  very  fully  employed.  In  several  places  their 
labours  seem  to  have  been  much  blessed.  Mr.  Binnie  saw  not  a  little 
fruit  at  Bo'ness  and  neighbourhood  in  summer,  and  at  a  later  part  of  the 
season  he  was  equally  favoured  on  the  west  coast.  He  could  thus  write, 
and  his  own  report  was  oonfirmed  by  other  reliable  testimony:  — 

"  Tbe  work  at  Bothesay  continues  to  be  more  and  more  interesting.  The  plaoe 
of  meeting  is  crowded  night  after  night,  and  new  oases  of  anxiety  and  conversion 
are  ever  coming  to  the  front.  One  receiying  blessing  brings  others,  and  so  the 
interest  spreads  and  deepensi  Many  requests  for  prayer  are  being  sent  in. 
Some  ladies  have  come  forward  and  expressed  their  gratitude  for  the  blessing 
received  by  their  servants." 

He  then  goes  on  to  specify  several  individual  cases  of  apparently  saving 
ohange,  bat  for  obvious  reasons  we  do  not  publish  details  of  the  kind, 


Dundee. 

West  Oaldev. 

Bo'nesa. 

AddiewelL 

Holytown. 

Broxburn. 

New  Abbey. 

Criefll 

Bothesay. 

Pittenweem. 
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which,   however,   are    altogether    proper  in    private   and    confidential 
commanications. 

Mr.  Steven  has  been  also  honoured  with  no  small  measure  of  success. 
He  thus  writes  regarding  his  recent  visit  to  West  Calder : — 

'*  I  have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say  that  our  meetings  here  have  maoy 
tokens  of  the  Master^s  favour.  We  had  them  in  the  church  every  evening  last 
week,  and  they  grew  larger  each  night.  We  are  having  them  this  week  at 
Mossend  and  Blinkbonnie,  and  they  are  largely  attended.  A  number  remain 
behind  to  he  prayed  for  and  spoken  to,  and  some  have  professed  to  see  the  truth. 
Besides  the  evening  meetings,  I  have  addressed  four  at  noon-day,  which  have 
been  much  enjoyed  by  mothers  who  could  not  get  out  at  night." 

With  regard  to  next  season,  the  following  are  the  arrangements  which 
have  been  made  by  the  Committee : — 

ASSEMBLY'S  EVANGELISTIC  DEPUTIES. 

Eev.  J.  G.  CuNNiKOHAM,  Free  St.  Luke's,  Edinburgh. 
J.  EwiNG,  West  Church,  Glasgow. 
R.  Urquhart,  Old  Meldrum. 
G.  D.  Low,  North  Churph,  Aberdeen. 
G.  Laurie,  Fairbaim  Memorial  Church,  Glasgow. 
A.  G.  Macalfikb,  StobhilL 
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DEPUTIES  TO  FISHING  STATIONS. 

Peterhead —  Bev.  A.  Inolis,  Dudhope,  Dundee. 

„    J.  Phiup,  Lyon  Street,  Glasgow. 

„     J.  GooDALL,  Gallowgate,  Aberdeen. 
Fraserburgh —  Rev.  J.  Coutts,  KinnethmontL 

„    J.  Stocrdalx,  Grange. 
Stomoway —  He  v.  J.  Riddkll,  Paisley  Road,  Glasgow. 

Barra, —  Rev.  A.  C.  Hendxrson,  Busby. 

Loeh  BoUdale,  South  Uiet — Rev.  J.  Edgar,  Barrowfield,  Glasgow. ; 

v.— MINERS'  MISSION. 

The  state  of  things  throughout  the  mining  districts,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  previous  Reports,  has  considerably  improved,  but  there 
is  still  nothing  like  the  prosperity  of  former  times.  The  work  of 
ministers  and  missionaries  in  these  fields  may  be  expected  to  be  carried 
on  now  more  hopefully  and  successfully  than  was  posssible  during  the 
late  severe  depression.  All  that  can  be  attempted  here  is  to  present  a 
brief  summary  of  the  grants  made  and  renewed  in  the  course  of  the  year, 
these  being  in  addition  to  those  of  earlier  date  still  in  operation,  which 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

WESTERN  DIVISION. 

1.  Buildings, — In  the  following  cases  applications  were  made  and 
grants  passed  :— 

(1 .)  Stonefield, — The  erection  of  a  hall  here  was  a  great  necessity.  A 
neat  and  comfortable  one  has  been  put  np,  as  was  mentioned  before  under 
the  head  of  Stations.    The  Committee  voted  m  grant  at  the  rate  of  5s.  per 
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sitting.  And  as  the  hall  is  seated  for  300,  the  amount  was  £75.  In  con- 
seqnence  of  some  diflSculties  connected  with  the  titles,  which  are  not  yet 
adjusted,  the  money  remains  to  be  paid. 

(2.)  Holtftown, — A  new,  larger,  and  more  comfortable  church  was 
required  in  this  populous  mining  centre.  The  Committee  agreed  to  give 
a  grant  at  the  rate  of  lOs.  per  sitting,  not,  however,  for  the  entire,  but  only 
for  the  additional  accommodation.     It  amounted  to  £71,  lOs. 

(3.)  Cldand, — Application  was  made  for  assistance  to  enable  the  con- 
gregation to  proceed  with  the  building  of  a  manse  for  their  lately  settled 
minister.  The  need  being  very  obvious,  and  the  case  in  every  respect  a 
deserving  one,  a  grant  of  £100  was  given.  The  planting  and  progress 
of  this  charge  have  been  in  a  peculiarly  intimate  and  interesting  way 
associated  with  the  Free  Church  Miners'  Mission. 

(4.)  BaUlieston, — A  similar  request  was  made  on  behalf  of  this  con- 
gregation, which,  as  already  noted,  has  secured  an  admirable  site  for  a 
permanent  church,  with  a  house  on  it,  capable,  by  means  of  certain  altera- 
tions and  at  no  great  expense,  of  being  converted  into  a  suitable  manse. 
The  Committee  voted  the  same  amount  as  in  the  former  case,  £100. 

(5.)  Forth  and  Wtlsontown. — A  small  sum  was  granted  to  assist  the 
congregation  in  making  the  church  more  comfortable. 

2.  AgenU. — The  fund  was  designed  very  specially  for  the  support  of 
Ministers  and  Missionaries.  The  Committee  desire  ever  to  keep  this  in 
view,  and  they  hope  that  more  and  more  prominence  will  be  given  by 
them  to  the  living  agency. 

(1.)  Stonefiehl — The  grant  to  this  station,  at  the  rate  of  £40  per  annum, 
was  renewed  in  May  for  six  months,  and  then  in  December  for  a  similar 
term. 

(2.)  Draffan. — This  mining  village  and  district  between  Crossford  and 
Lesmahagow,  where  a  missionary  has  for  some  time  been  at  work,  had  the 
former  grant  continued  for  six  months. 

(3.)  Buchanan  Memorial  Churchy  Glasgow, — It  applied  for  and  received 
a  grant  to  aid  in  supporting  a  missionary  to  labour  among  the  very  con- 
siderable number  of  miners  living  in  the  district  allotted  to  the  congrega- 
tion. 

(4.)  Law, — The  grant  to  this  important  station  was  renewed  at  the 
rate  of  £40  per  annum.  The  field  is  large,  and  the  progress  already 
made  very  considerable. 

(5.)  Olenhoig. — The  grant  of  £20  was  in  this  case  also  renewed  for  a 
year  from  June  last,  but  with  the  intimation  that  unless  a  clear  necessity 
should  then  be  shown  for  its  continuance  it  would  be  reduced  in 
amonnt. 

EASTERN  DIVISION. 

1.  Bmldinga. — The  only  application  under  this  head  was  from  Gk)re- 
bridge  congregation,  and  was  for  a  grant  to  assist  them  in  erecting  a  new 
church.  The  Committee  did  not  see  their  way,  without  fuller  information, 
to  comply  with  the  request,  but  they  instructed  the  Secretary  to  visit  the 
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distriot,  confer  with  the  parties,  and  report  as  to  the  circamBtanoea  and 
prospeote.  This  was  done,  and  it  is  belioTed  that  the  steps  saggaaled  and 
agreed  on  will  issue  in  a  successfnl  resolt.  A  new  dmreh  is  mnoh  xeqnixedf 
hoth  because  the  present  one  is  ao  poor  and  the  labours  of  the  minister 
are  so  acceptable. 

(1.)  KeUy. — The  three  yean^  grant  from  the  Fond  to  the  minister  of 
this  Charge  having  expired,  appOcation  was  made  to  the  AasemUj  to 
sanction  some  special  arrangement  for  support  While  declining  the 
application,  the  Assembly  instructed  the  Home  Mission  Oommitiee  to 
consider  favourably  any  request  by  the  congregation  for  a  continuance,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  of  the  grant  now  terminating,  from  the  Miners'  Mission 
Fund.  In  accordance  with  tfaia  remit,  it  was  agreed  to  renew  it  for  one 
year  to  the  extent  of  £20. 

(2.)  Broxburn, — For  some  time  a  grant  has  been  given  for  the  snpport 
of  a  Student  Missionary,  because  of  the  large  increase  of  the  mining  popu- 
lation in  the  village  and  district  Having  expired,  the  grant  waa  renewed 
first  for  a  quarter  in  June,  then  for  six  months  in  November  last 

(3.)  MvsseUburgh, — A  grant  of  £20  was  voted  to  secure  a  missionary 
for  the  mining  villages  of  Deanston  and  Wallyford. 

(4.)  LevetL — The  former  allowance  was  continued  to  a  probationer 
under  a  new  arrangement  which  provides  for  a  certain  amount  of  asristance 
being  given  to  the  minister,  but  without  any  diminution  of  the  time  and 
attention  devoted  to  mission  work  among  the  miners.  The  arrangement 
is  of  a  temporary  nature,  and  is  to  terminate  definitely  at  the  AasemMy. 

VI.— SPECIAL  GRANTS. 

Of  these,  there  are  thirteen.  One  is  for  the  support  of  an  aasistaat  tn  a 
minister  in  quite  exceptional  circumstances.  Three  are  for  tentative 
missions  in  localities  where  a  proved  necessity  exists,  calling  for  some  eflbrt 
being  made,  but  where  the  Committee  have  not  yet  pledged  themselves 
to  the  maintenance  of  anything  like  regular  and  permanent  statioaa.  In 
one  of  these  cases  an  unknown  friend  ofiiored  a  sum  of  £20  to  help  in 
providing  a  missionary  for  Carmunnock,  near  Glasgow,  and  it  was  agreed 
to  co-operate  with  the  local  parties  in  taking  advantage  of  this  generous 
proposal.  Three  are  for  meeting  the  expense  of  obtaining  additional 
ministerial  services  at  places  much  frequented  by  visitors  during  summer 
and  autumn.  Six  are  connected  with  the  sending  of  deputies  to  labour 
among  the  English-speaking  fishermen  on  the  east  and  west  coasts  of  Soot- 
land  and  at  Yarmouth. 

VII.— COLPORTAGK 

The  subject  of  Colportage  waa  referred  to  at  considerable  length  in  last 
year's  Report  After  full  inquiries  had  been  made,  the  nature  and  results 
of  which  were  submitted  in  an  Appendix,  the  Committee  wei«  unaniraooaly 
of  opinion  that  this  was  an  agency  of  the  most  valuable  kind,  that  it  was 
peculiarly  fitted  to  meet  the  wants,  intellectual  and  spiritual,  of  the  mral 
population  in  particular,  and  that  there  existed  throughout  certain  districts 
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of  the  oooDtry  both  ample  room  and  urgent  need  for  its  extension.  The 
embarrassed  state  of  their  funds  prevented  them  from  embarking  in  any 
new  enterprise,  however  important  and  inviting,  and  all  they  could  do  was 
to  invite  friends  of  the  cause  to  put  means  at  their  disposal  to  be  applied 
for  this  special  purpose.  In  their  deliverance  the  General  Assembly  gave 
the  weight  of  their  authority  and  influence  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee,  but  they  regret  to  say  that  no  result  has  followed,  and  thus  no 
step  has  been  taken  in  the  desired  direction.  The  financial  difiBculty  not 
only  remains  as  before,  but  has  been  materially  increased,  as  will  immedi- 
ately appear.  They  can  only  repeat  their  former  proposal,  and  hope  that 
it  may  draw  forth  a  response  from  those  who  know  the  value  and  are 
interested  in  the  progress  of  Oolportage. 

TIIL— LAPSING. 

The  subject  of  the  lapsing  of  Church  members  and  adherents  was  re- 
mitted to  this  Committee,  and  that  on  the  Highlands  for  careful  inquiry 
and  consideration.  In  concert  they  prepared  full  reports,  which  were 
laid  before  last  Assembly,  when  the  following  deliverance  was  adopted  in 
regard  to  them  : — 

"  The  Assembly  receives  the  special  reports  of  the  Home  Mission  Committee 
and  Highlands  and  Islands  Committee,  records  their  thanks  to  the  Committees 
with  their  respective  Conveners,  and  approving  genenilly  of  these  reports,  and  of 
the  recommendations  therein  contained,  agrees  to  remit  the  same  to  Preshyteries 
•ad  Kirk-SesaionB  for  their  oonaideration,  with  instructions  to  consider  the 
same,  and  make  retuniB  to  the  Committees  above  named  of  their  opinions  regard- 
ing the  same  in  time  for  next  Assembly." 

It  appears  that,  in  consequence  of  some  misunderstanding  as  to  the 
sending  out  of  the  Reports  in  questbn,  they  have  not  been  brought  before 
the  Courts  referred  to  so  as  to  enable  them  to  comply  with  the  foregoing 
instructions.  It  is  now  suggested  that  this  omission  should  be  supplied 
without  delay,  and  that  care  should  be  taken  both  to  have  all  parties  oon> 
cemed  put  in  possession  of  the  documents,  and  to  obtain  from  them  us 
complete  returns  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  having  the  whole  question 
dealt  with  at  next  Assembly,  in  a  manner  befitting  its  great  importance. 

IX.  FINANCE. 

For  two  or  three  years  past  the  Committee  have  had  to  fasten  atten- 
tion on  the  inadequacy  of  the  income  to  meet  the  heavy  expenditure,  for 
much  of  which  they  are  not  at  all  responsible,  as  it  is  fixed  and  determined 
by  the  Assembly  itself.  In  last  Report  the  matter  was  brought  for- 
ward with  special  prominence  and  nigency,  and  certain  definite  proposals 
were  made,  with  the  view  of  effecting  an  improvement.  It  was  suggested, 
as  already  stated,  that  the  sum  expended  on  eongregational  Missions 
should  be  reduced  from  nearly  £2500  to  £1500  a  year,  that  relief  should 
be  obtained  from  some  of  the  larger  territorial  grants,  if  at  all  practicable ; 
and  that  an  extra  collection  should  be  authorised  for  the  Evangelisation 
of  the  Masses,  the  collection  for  which  ohject  is  only  biennial.  All  these 
proposals  were  agreed  to  and  sanctioned  by  the  Assembly.  In  carrying 
out  the  first  measaroi  the  reduction  of  the  amount  devoted  to  congre- 


1 6  RBPOBT  OF  TUB  HOME  MISSION  HI. 

gational  Missions,  it  was  resolved  to  lower  tbe  grants  to  a  nniform  sum  of 
£20  a  year,  instead  of  £30  in  the  case  of  probationers  and  stadetils.  Thi« 
change  did  not  oome  iuto  operation  until  November,  and  the  full  benefit  of 
it  cannot  be  realised  before  summer,  during  wbich  season  tbe  grants  were 
larger  tban  in  winter,  according  to  the  former  arrangement.  It  was  found 
that,  as  regards  the  Territorial  charges,  any  considerable  immediate  relief 
was  not  to  be  obtained.  The  collection  asked  was  appointed  to  be  made, 
but  at  a  time  the  least  advantageous,  and  so  the  sum  yielded  was  £600 
or  £700  less  than  on  ordinary  occasions  previously. 

The  Committee  regret  to  say  that,  notwithstanding  tbe  adoption  of  all 
tbese  measures,  and  also  the  reception  of  several  liberal  donations  speci- 
ally asked  and  given,  the  deficiency  on  the  year  is  not  less  than  £1631. 
The  Annual  Collection  bas  fallen  short  of  the  one  before  by  about  £50. 
For  the  reason  above  stated,  the  donations  exceed  those  of  1880  by  nearly 
£500.  The  legacies  are  less  by  £657.  The  juvenile  offerings  are  a  little 
smaller,  and  the  interest  is  lower  by  £200.  Fuller  details  on  all  these 
points  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report. 

In  these  circumstances  the  Committee  feel  that  the  state  of  matters  fin- 
ancially demands  the  most  serious  attention.  No  doubt  tbere  will  be  a 
diminution  of  expenditure  from  the  cause  above  explained,  and  also  from 
the  operation  of  the  regulations  as  to  territorial  grants,  bat  still  a  great 
effort  will  be  required  to  bring  up  the  income  so  as  to  meet  the  necessary 
outlay,  and  still  more  to  wipe  out  the  past  deficiency.  The  most  rigid 
economy,  and  the  most  careful  guarding  against  all  increase  of  liabilities, 
will  be  incumbent,  but  these  will  not  suffice.  The  Committee  believe 
that  tbe  time  has  come  for  endeavouring  to  arouse  tbe  Chnrcb  to  a  more 
adequate  sense  of  the  nature  and  necessities  of  the  Home  Mission  Scheme. 
Many  do  not  know  the  history  of  this  work,  the  variety  of  the  operations 
wbicb  it  embraces,  and  the  remarkable  blessing  which  has  attended  it  in 
past  years.  The  miserably  small,  the  wholly  inadequate  sums  oontri 
buted  by  a  large  number  of  congregations,  make  this  too  evident.  It  is  be- 
lieved that,  were  attention  directed  to  the  several  departments  of  the 
Scheme,  to  tbe  results  which  have  been  achieved,  and  to  tbe  waste  places 
in  city  and  country  still  requiring  such  cultivation,  a  new  impulse  might  be 
given  to  the  whole  movement.  They  accordingly  propose  tbat,  in  the 
course  of  this  year,  conference  should  be  had  with  the  leading  Presby- 
teries throughout  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  Home  Missions,  and  tbat 
when  at  all  practicable,  meetings  should  be  held  in  central  localities  for 
bringing  the  whole  matter  before  office-bearers  and  people.  The  snms 
raised  and  the  work  done  within  tbe  bounds  could  be  brought  out  on  tbese 
occasions.  Information  could  be  given,  and  appeals  made  of  a  special  and 
definite  kind.  They  are  persuaded  that  such  a  stirring  up  of  minds,  by 
way  of  remembrance,  is  greatly  needed,  and  that,  by  the  blessing  of  GM,  it 
would  be  attended  with  the  happiest  results. 

No  part  of  our  Churcb's  work  has  been  more  signally  acknowledged  by 
the  great  Master.  He  himself  preached  the  gospel  to  the  poor.  In  endea- 
vouring to  obey  His  command,  and  follow  His  example  in  this  respect,  con- 
gregations not  a  few  have  been  added,  souls  in  great  numbers  have  been 
gathered  into  the  kingdom,  and  those  who  have  been  employed  as  instru- 
ments in  bringing  to  others  such  a  blessing,  have  received  a  ricb  one  them- 
selves. It  will  be  a  dark  day  for  our  Church  when  she  grows  weary  of 
this  Christ-like  work,  when  she  gmdges  any  expense  or  labour  wbicb  tbe 
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nof  it  may  iii¥olve|  when  she  oeases  to  regard  it  as  her  greatest 
I  be  used  in  raising  the  fallen,  leading  home  the  wanderers, 
iig  ihoae  ready  to  perish.  Be  it  hers  still  to  go  ont  to  the  high- 
hedges  of  the  oonntryi  to  the  streets  and  lanes  of  the  city,  that 
lOBml  the  poor,  the  halt,  the  lame,  and  the  blind  to  come  in  to 
r  wuieh  Divine  love  has  provided  for  wants  deeper  and  more 
;  ht  than  those  of  the  body.  Instead  of  falling  short  of  former 
ti^  may  she  rise  above  them,  and  put  forth  efforts  which  will 
her  past  ones  in  the  oanae  of  Missions  at  hopie  and  abroad. 


J.  ADAM, 
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CHAEGK 
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1.  Balance  of  last  Account  ending  Slat  March  1880 — 


1.  On  Ctoeral  Fund; . 

2.  On  Chalmers'  Endowment  Fond, 


£134    5    7 
114  18    7 


£249    4    2 


£2,878  19  3 
200  a  0 
793  7  11 
1,055  10  4 
171  16  a 
442  17    1 


II.  Contributions  during 

1.  Congregational  Collections, 

2.  Mission  Stations,  . 
8.  Donations,     . 

4.  Legacies, 

5.  JuTenile  Offerings, 

6.  Interest  on  Investeents, 

5,542  13  10 

III.  Proceeds  of  Stations  from  Snstestation  Fund  Committee 

for  year  to  15tfa  March  1881 1,169     1    8 

IV.  Home  Evangelisation  (special)^- 

1.  Congregational  Collections,    .  £1,798  12    2 

2.  Donations, 14    0  II 

1,812  13    1 

v..  Chalmers'  Endowments — 

Interest  on  Investments, 214  17    2 


Siun  of  Charge, 


£8,988  9    11 


DISCHABOK 

L  Church  Extension  Stations — Salaries  of  Probationers  and  • 

Catechists, £2,190  10    6 

IL  Church  Extension  Ministerial  Charges — Grants  in  aid  of, .         914  11    8 

IIL  Territorial  Operations — 

1.  Orants  to  Ministerial  Charges  in 

large  Towns £2,750  16    8 

2.  Orants  to  Territorial  Mission  Stations,       619  11     6 

3.  Chalmers'  Endowments— 

1.  Cranstonhi]l,Qlasgow,£27     6  11 

2.  Cowcaddens,      do.,       27    6  11 


3.  Broomielaw,  do., 

4.  Lyon  Street,  do., 

5.  Barrowfield,  do., 

6.  Fairbaim,  do., 

7.  Bose  St,  do.. 


27  6  11 

27  6  11 

27  6  11 

27  6  11 

27  6  11 


191  8  5 


Carry  forward. 


3,561  16    7 
£6666  18    9 


^  AMD  GBUACH.EITEH810M  OOMIOTTSB.  19 

Bwnglit  lorwftrd,     .  £6666  18    9 

IT.  Stedente*  lliMioni,        ....     £1,W5    9  la 

F.  CongregrtMmal  MWonii,  600    84, 

■    ..■' 2,163  18    2 

n.B«.gd«ticI,.p.Ution^       .                                 .        .  164    2  8 

H  IVe-Durapfckm  Pi!oUt>oii?i«,  ....  .  230    0  0 

IL  lAy  EriDgeluti  a^  tMr  JfitpviiM,  221  13  6 

Z.  Gcnenl  (SiAigH^  AswmUj,  eto., 177    0  0 

3L  AimujJ  Collec1a6ii---'Printnig  nd  PoetagM,      £34  19    3 

X  Special  ErangdiBatuui  CoUsctioii — Prinimg 

andPotiagei^ 34    8    9 

■• 69    8    0 

L  Kxpenaea— 

1.  Seeretary,      .  .        .        £607     10' 

2.  Ba        UaatpcBiea,  .  16  12    3 

3.  Oerik^  ....        .  '     .  105  0  0 

4.  Poaiagea, 16  0  0 

5.  Printmg  and  Stationery,  39  5  6 

6.  Trayel]^  Ezpenaea  of   Members 

of  Committee,      ....  73    3    2 

766    1  11 

CL  Intereet  aceraed, 42    5     1 

V,  BaJanoe  in  faYonr  of  Chalmers*  Endowment  Fond, .  138    7    4 

A  Amount  of  I>i8charge,  .        .  £10,619  15    5 

BALANCE  ACXX)UNT. 

Amoont  of  Charge. •     ^S^OdS  .9:11 

of  Dise£urge, 10,619  15    5 

•.«»-« 

due  by  Fond, £1,631    5    6 


A^nVTRACT  OF  EXPBNDITUBE  Of  M188ION  StaTIOKS  AMD  HlRIStfi&UL 

GHAJEtOXa. 

ABSTRACT. 

•  «_  Waitdoii 

[nnov  STATIMrB->  .    .    otjmtL..  ncpenditore. 


1.  Chnreh  Extension,  <        .    32  £2190  10    6 

2.  Temtorial  Missions,      .        .  .6  .619  11     6 
Total  of  these  two  classes ;  the  x»aymeats  «m- )  —             '     ■ 

bracing  both  the  Committee's  grants  and  tiief  ^o  £2810    2    0 

soms  remitted  by  the  Stations  to  the  Svsten- 1 
tation  Fnnd,  and  retomed  to  tiiem,  .  )  • 

Dedoct  amoont  of  soms  remitted  from  Stations, 
as  shown  in  Charge  of  Accounts — 

1.  Throngh  Sostentation  Fond,    £1169     1     8 

2.  Throogh  General  Treasurer  for 

Home  Mission.  ...      200    3    0 


1369    4    8 


Rwiiains  net  Ezpenditore  by  Committee,  £1440  17    4 

Ckwy  forward,  38  £1440  17    .4 
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ni. 


IL   lilKIflTDllAL  OSABai 


Brought  forward. 


1.  Chorcli  EztennoB, 

2.  Territorial,   . 


88 

38 

25 


These  sionB  embrace  only  theCommittee*s  granta, 
the  contribationa  being  receiYed  and  retomed 
through  the  Snatentation  Fond,  without  paaaing 
through  the  accounta  pf  the  CpBimitteei. 

Number  of  Stationa  and  Chaigea  drawing  Granta 
from  the  Fundi  of  the  Committee,         , 

Total  Expenditure  of  Gommittee*a  Fnnda  to- 
warda  Churoh  Krteilaion,      .        .        .   '     . 


96 


£1440  17    4 

914  11    8 
2760  16    8 


i»106    6    8 


Noi€. — No  deduotion  haa  been  made  here  of  the  i^oi^nt  eontributed  thitmgk 
the  general  eoUeeUon  to  the  fundi  of  the  Home  Hiaaioa  by  th^  above  atationa  and 
ahaigea,  the  aame  being  included  in  the  aggregaite  of  congregational  .ooUaotioiia. 


MINERS*  FUND^EASTERN  DIVISION. 

•        •        •        •        .  . 

dHABOB. 

L  Balance  of  last  account  at  dlat  Marcb  1880,    . 
n.  Subacriptiona  and  DonaMolm  during  yaar* 
m.  Intttaat  aoomed,    . 


▲mount  of  Charge^ 


£1744  6  10 

27  0  0 

28  14  4 

£1795  0  2 


DiSOHABOS. 

L  Granta  for  Bui)4iiig|i — Weafe  Calder  for  Bianae, 

II.  Granta  for  Salariea— 

1.  Newton-GrangCb  forliiflrionary£40,  leaa 

repaid  by  Treaaurer  i»f  .Miaaion,  £80, 

2.  Uphafi,.|orSt«dent,     . 
8.  Leven,  ler        do., 
4.  Loanhead  (ap^cial), 
8.  Addiewell,  for  Miaaionaiy,     . 

-6«  €rofthead,  for  Miniater, 
7«  Deanaton  and  WaUyford  Miaaionaayj 

8.  LaaMdie,  for  Miniater,  . 

9.  Slamannan,  iof  Ro^ghrigg,  for  Miw^Wft 

10.  8keltymuir,,lQrMiflaipnafy, .  p 

11.  Kelty,  for  Miniater,      .  .    '    . 


£10    0  0 

20    0  0 

20    9  0 

6JI3  4 

5  10  0 

5  10  9 

n  xo  0 

115    0  0 

?P    Q  Q 

20    0  0 

20    0  0 


IIL  Proportion  of  Seeretaiy'a  Salary, 


IT.  Balance  in  f  aTonr  of  Fund, 


Amount  of  Diacharge, 


£50    0    9 


160  10  0 

50    9  0 

£260  10  9 

1684  10  2 

£1795    0  2 


in. 


MXD  GHBBCB  BXTBMHOM  CN>1I1IITTBB. 


SI 


MINEBS*  FUND— WESTEBN  DIVISION. 

Chasoi. 

L  Bftknoe  of  last  Aooovnt  ftt  31st  MvA  1880,     • 

IL  Sabseriptioiia  dming  the  yeftr, 

UL  Interest  aoorned, 


Anumnt  of  GhMrge, 


£3244    7  6 

170    0  0 

71    6  7 

£3485  14  1 


DI8GH4BOB. 

I.  Oiaati  fer  Bniidiiig* : — 

1.  Holytown,  for  CSmfoh,  lialaaoe,     •  £71  10    0 

2.  forth  and  WilaBntown,  for  Helklmg,  eto.,       5    0    0 

3.  GFeengaiw  (rent  of  Hall),     ...  300 


IL 


}    I 


1.  Bonibank,  Miflupnarv,  j  £t2    0  0 

2.  BaillJMtoxi,  Minister, .    ^  30    0  0 

3.  Glasgow,  Bnc^^fuian  JA'eiiiOKial,  Bfissionary,    12  14  8 

4.  ,•       Gan<U^  MfBO^prii^  Missionary,      ^2  10  0 


i* 


5.  DtifEMa,JtfissiiWMpy, .    d. 

6.  Stoneficdd,  llissionary,.*. 

7.  Law,  Missionary, .        ,, 

8.  Whifflet,  Minister, 

9.  Cleiand,  Mmister, 

10.  Br^liea^y  Missionary,  . 

11.  Olenboig,  Mi^stp^iw^^ 


{I 


II 


IlL  Propottion  of  Seevetaryfs  8alaiy,  , » 

Balance  M  31st  ^Carch  ;l8£tl,     .        .        , 

^oij^it  ^  Diichaq;e, 


.40 

26 
14 
20 


0  6 

0  0 

0  .0 

0  0 

0  0 

10  9 

0  0 


£79  10    0 


54)    0    0 
3080    i    5 

£3485  14     I 


'  ■  I » 
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APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF  THE  HOME  lOBUON 


in. 


IL  0BANT8. 
Na  1. — ^MissioN  Stations. 


1 

■ 

Presbytailei. 

1 

Auoiutt  of 
Onmt 

JMrnAtaam, 

ll 

1 

. 

r 

r 

1 

6 

!,         .} 

1.  Abercon,  • 

2.  AddieweU,. 

Linlitligow,   . 

£30    0 

0 

1000 

68. 

61 

Tea. 

linlithgow,   • 

80    0 

0 

2600 

... 

74 

Yea. 

8.  Airth,        ^ 

Stirling, 

40    0 

0 

1396 

100  to  230 

98 

Tei. 

4.  BalfroD,     ^     '  . 

pambarton,   • 
Linlithgow,    . 

80    0 

0 

1600 

100 

... 

No. 

6.  Blackridge, 

86    0 

0 

870 

85 

66 

Tet. 

6.  Boddam,    • 

Deer,     . 

40    0 

0 

1 

'70  to  90 

61 

No. 

7.  Bonrtrieboih,    • 

Aberdeen,    •  • 

40    0 

0 

1066 

90  to  120 

80 

Yea. 

Lanark, 

.M... 

f 

9.  DumfrieB,  Has- ) 
wellton,  .        ( 

DnmMea,      • 

40    0 

0 

•  ■''. 

• 

10.  Dnrriadeefi 

Penpopt, 

80    0 

0 

1189 

40  to  70 

49 

Yea. 

11.  EaglMhanij 

12.  QaigonnoGik,    • 
1&  Qknboifl:,  . 

Glaa|;qw, 

80    0 

0 

1600 

220 

70 

Yea. 

Stirling, 

80    0 

0 

... 

80  to  no 

62 

Yet. 

Glaa^w, 

40    0 

0 

1000 

150 

87 

No. 

14.  OrEDgemonth,    • 

Linlithgow,    • 

40    0 

0 

... 

... 

... 

16.  liDchgoUhead,    . 

Dnnooo, 

40    0 

b 

800 

40  to  160 

87 

Yei. 

18.  Lawi 

Lanark, 

40    0 

0 

1800 

76  to  10^ 

97 

Yea. 

17.  MmraTon,  •     *  . 

Linlithgow,   • 

40    0 

0 

1800 

100 

71 

Yet. 

18.  Newbytb,  . 

Tnrrifl^  . 

40    0 

0 

2000 

40  to  70 

60 

Yta. 

19.  Ne wince,   . 

Stranraer,      . 

40    0 

0 

700 

40 

66 

Yet. 

20.  Newton-Grange, 

Dalkeith, 

40    0 

0 

2600 

100  to  180 

62 

Yet. 

21.  Qoarff  and  Barra, 

Shetland, 

80    0 

0 

200 

80  to  90 

70 

Yta. 

22.  Beaton,     . 

Dnnae&Chim- 
aide,    . 

}40    0 

0 

688 

120  to  160 

71 

Yta. 

28.  Boberton,  . 

Jedboigh, 

40    0 

0 

860 

80  to  40 

87 

Yta. 

34.  SandhaTen, 

Deer,     . 

40    0 

0 

• 

35.  Sanday,     . 

Orkney, 

40    0 

0 

26.  Sandneai,  • 

Shetland, 

80    0 

0 

650 

80  to  100 

66 

Yta. 

27.  Skeltymoir, 

Dalkeith,       . 

20    0 

0 

28.  Stonefield, . 

Hamilton, 

40    0 

0 

8500 

60  to  70 

46 

Na 

29.  Tomnoe,  . 

Glaagow, 

80    0 

0 

700 

100 

64 

Yet. 

80.  Walla, 

Orkney, 

40    0 

0 

860 

20  to  80 

69 

Ytt. 

81.  Weatrar,  . 

82.  Weat  Tell, 

Orkney, 

40    0 

0 

700 

100 

48 

Na 

Shetland, 

40    0 

0 

860 

71  to  109 

81 

Ytt. 

HI. 


AND  GHUBOH  IZTBIIBION  OOMMimB. 


2S 


Vo.  2.::-Chubch  Extsnbion  Chabqes  drawing  Oraato  under 
the  Begalations  applicable  thereto. 


KamM  of  Congngatloiia. 

i 

FtvtVytsiiM. 

NamaioflCtiiiatan. 

A&Mrant 

of  Grant, 

1880^1. 

1.  BailBeBtoD, 

« 

•  Huniltoo,* 

•                •           • 

A.  H'Millaa,   . 

• 

£25  0  a 

S.  Bank,  Camnock, 

Ajt,         .       .       . 

W.  Armatrong,        • 

40    0    0 

8.  BtUahffl,    .        . 

Hamilton, 

W.Macdonald, 

28  15    0 

4  BowHiig,    . 

Dumbarton, 

D.  D.  Bobertaon, 

40    0    0 

5w  BaoUunreiit     t  . 

Kirkcaldy,        .       , 

W.  Mmie,     .       . 

^7  10   0 

t*  Cambmlwrron,  . 

Stirling,  .        • 

B.  Tarnbnll,    . 

40    0    0   ' 

7.  deland,     • 

mmilton. 

G.  Booth, 

40    0    0 

8.  Cowdeobeath,    . 

Al  Anderson,    . 

20    0    0 

9.  Dmmoak,  • 

Aberdeen, 

W.  M.  Bankin, 

10.  Bttrick,     . 

Selkirk,    .       .       . 

B.  Birkett,       . 

40    0    0 

11.  Fordjce,    . 

Fordyce,  •        • 

K  Maclean,     • 

85    0    0 

19.  GaktowD,  • 

KirkofJdjr,       .       . 

W.Agnew,      t 

80    0    0 

18.  Orttngnn, 

Hamilton,        • 

A.  S.  Honaton, 

28  15    0 

14.  K«lt7, 

Kinroaa,   •       • 

W.  Stephen,     . 

82  10    0 

16.  KirkmicliMl, 

Lockerbie, 

J.  Gkddea, 

• 

11    5    0 

18.  LiModie,   •       • 

Kinroaa,  . 

J.  Ckrk, . 

22  10    0 

17.  Neiliton,    • 

Paialey,    .        • 

A.  Fergaym,   , 

17  10    0 

18.  Ki^)»m,  ..     . 

Do.      . 

♦ 

W.'Omand, 

40    0    0 

19.  New  AberAoar,  . 

Deer,-       •       •  .  -  • 

W^Dymock, 

»  •             • 

20    0    0 

20.  Kort^  Qneensffirry 

Dnnf4nnline,    • 

A.S.  WUeon, 

t 

40    0    0 

81.  OrmistoD,  • 

Palkdth,.       .       . 

J.  Brodie, 

27  20    0 

22.  Pottknocki^      . 

Tordyoe,  . 

P.  Brown, 

28  15    0 

23.  Poii'WilliMD, .  . 

Wigtown, 

J.  Tbomaoh,    . 

^    0    0 

94.  8h«tileiUme,      . 

Glaagow, . 

J.  Sinttb,       .  . 

• 

8?  10   .0. 

26.  BU&xAf 

Ellon;      • 

G.  Manaon, 

• 

25    0    0 

88.  BoQtl^BoxialdBbayi 

Orkney,    . 

A.  Gh)odfi)Uow, 

20    0    0 

27.  St.  IfoDAoftie,     . 

St.  Andiewa,    • 

H.  Fraaer, 

40    0    0 

28.  TighnabriMichy . 

Danoon,  .' 

J.  Toong, 

87  10    0 

29.  ToTfji, 

Aberdeen, 

A.  ^inipeoo,     . 

17  10    0 

80.  Wtfrdie&Qrauton, 

Edinbnrgb, 

P.  C.  Pttrrea,  . 

81    5    0 

81.  Wbitborn,'  Isla  o( 

Wigtpwn, 

J.  p.  MaoTaggart,  . 

83  15    8 

82.  Wbifflet,    . 

Hamilton, 

B.  M<Growther,       . 

40    0    0 

Do., 

ft 

D.  Bmnton,     • 

• 

21    5    0 

94 


APFCRDDL  TO  REfOBT  OT  THE  BOMB  XUBIOH 


nL 


No.  3. — ^TSRBnORIAL  M188IOH8 — ^NbN-MiNIBTBKIAL. 


iraffl6tofMiaBlon& 

fmbjrterllt. 

AmoQftt  or  QnUt  t  AttOQBi  afOfiaft 
and  Contribiitioitf,  and  GonMbntkiM, 

1.  Glasgow,  ParUiead,     . 

Glasgow, 

£100     0     0 

£160    0    0 

»4        „        FoaniPtfk,.       . 

Do.. 

••••••  . 

160    0    0 

t,        ,,       Annfield, 

Do., 

75    0    0 

190    0    0 

•             • 
4*        „       E«ppocfa]uI], 

Do., 

.     80    0    0 

• 

41  17  11 

5.  Pfe^  Tcnitorial, 

Parth,   •• 

16^   0    0 

160    6   4 

f  ^  Q^mjbargfa,  Easter  Boad,     • 

^nburi^b,    . 

• 

80    0    0 

• 

No.  4. — TfiSUTOlKIAL  GHABGBfl — ^MuftBTBBIAL.' 


VametofCliaigM. 


1.  Bindae,  Boniiethffl,     • 

7.  AberaeeDjGreTfrian', . 

8.  dtirfing,  West  Charcb, 
4.  OUuigpow,  Gnnmoghani, 

8.  Peterhead,  Sonth  Chorob,    . 
4.  Edinbargb)  Foontdnbridge, 

7.  Glasgew,  Oandlisb  Memonal, 

8.  Qnenock,  lioont  Park,        • 

9.  Glasgow,  Wbiteincb,   . 


10. 
11. 

18. 
14 
16. 
16. 


tt 


If 


Blocbairn,     • 
Bose  St  Terriibriid. 
Fwrbaim  Memorial^ 
North  Woodside,  • 
Paifllej  Boad, 
^achanan  Memorial 
10.         ,,       Cranston  Hill,      • 

17.  Coatbridge,  West  Chnrob,  . 

18.  Glasgow,  London  BomI  Ch., 
18.  »,  East  Park,  .  • 
8p«  fidinbnreh.  Dairy, 

it,  £>nndee.  High  Church, 

8|.  Bartiek,  Dowanvale,    • 

39.  Port-Qlasgow,  West  Chorob, 

84.  BaiAfford,'  •     '  • 

25.  Aberdeen,  Canswayend, 


. 


Ministo. 

OrsntSL 

" 

Qiaali, 
1810-n. 

»           •                  • 

•James  A.  SimjwoOt 

£65    0 

• 

0 

£66    0 

0 

Hugh  Fitspatrick, 
Ancbew  Mackay,  • 

65    0 

b 

45    0 

0 

46    0 

0 

60    0 

6 

Alex.  Andrew,      • 

85.  0 

0 

66    0 

0 

.  Alex.  Bisset,         • 

80    0 

0 

70    0 

0 

B.  M.  Massey,     . 

75    0 

0 

65    0 

0 

James  Stuart, 

loo  0 

0 

80  0 

0 

75    0 

0 

66    0 

0 

75    0 

0 

65    0 

0 

• 

78    6 

8 

WHHamTnllo,     . 

115    0 

0 

86    0 

0 

GKlbert  Lanrie,     • 

135    0 

0 

110    0 

0 

D.  B.  Kilpatriok, 
JobnBiddell,        . 

150    0 

0 

180    0 

0 

148  10 

0 

115    0 

0 

A«  (0.  Follerten,    . 

135.  0 

0 

110    0 

0 

Alex.  Lino,  • 

100    0 

0 

92  10 

0 

Wm.  H'Kjlliam,  . 

100    0 

0 

85    0 

0 

800.  0 

0 

160    0 

0 

John  White, 

800    0 

0 

187  10 

0 

Alex.  Bbdffer, 
GaTin  Anaerson,  • 

800    0 

0 

200    0 

6 

800    0 

0 

187  10 

0 

Japies  Wallacei    • 

800    0 

.0 

800    0 

0 

1 

1 

J.  V.  M'Nair,       . 

84    8 

10 

100    0 

0 

Atox.  P4terBon,     . 

100'  0 

0 

100    0 

0 

John  Bae, 

1{6  18 

4, 

800    0 

0 

III. 


AND  CHURCH  EXTENSION  COMMITTEE. 
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No.  5. — List  of  Conoreoations  CARRYiNa  on  Missionary  Work 
where  a  New  Charge  is  not  contemplated. 


(1.)   Where  Students  are  Employed. 


U 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 


Aberdeen,  Trinitj. 
,,         Union. 
Braehead. 

£dinbargh,  Chalmers*. 
Gowgate. 


II 


Dean. 

Greyfrian*. 

High  Charch. 

John  Knoz*B. 

Lady  Glenorchy's. 

Pilng. 

Roseharn. 

St.  Bernard*!. 

8t.  Catbbert*8. 

8t  John's. 

St.  Mary*8. 

St  PaaVs. 

St.  Peter's. 

St  Stephen's. 

Stockbridge. 

Tolbooth. 
Elgin,  South  Church. 
Glasgow,  Barony. 

Blochaim. 
Bridgegate. 
Buchanan  Memorial. 
Candlish  Memorial. 
Cowcaddeni. 
Cunningham. 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


It 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 


II 
♦I 
II 
II 
II 


II 


30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
88. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 
52. 
63. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
67. 
68. 


Glasgoi 


>i 
i» 
If 
II 
it 
t» 
i> 
ft 


Fairbaim. 

Great  Hamilton  Street 

London  Road. 

Paisley  Boad. 

St  Enoch's. 

St.  Mark's. 

St.  Paul's. 

Union. 

WeUpark. 

Wynd. 
Gbvan,  St  Mary's. 
Greenock,  Crawfordsbom. 
Haddington,  St  John's. 
Hamilton,  St  John's. 
Hnntly. 
Inverurie. 
Leith,  North. 
„      South. 
„      St  John's. 
„      St  Ninian's. 
Liberton. 
Nairn. 
Oban. 
PortobeUo. 
Paisley,  Martyrs'. 
Partick,  High  Church. 
Butherglen,  First  Charge. 
„         East  Chuixih. 
Uphall. 


(2.)  Where  Probationera  or  Catechists  are  Employed. 


1.  Blairgowrie,  for  Bridge  of  Cally. 

2.  Carubee,  for  Bonerbo. 

3.  CrieflF. 

4.  Edinburgh,  Moray. 

6.  „  Pleasance. 

6.  „  St.  David's. 

7.  Forfar,  First  Charge. 

8.  Glasgow,  Anderstoo. 

9.  ,t        Broomielaw. 

10.  „        Augustine. 

11.  „        College. 

12.  ..        Sigh£u]. 


II 


13.  Glasgow,  St.  Geoive's. 

14.  „        St  John's. 

15.  „        Toung  Street 

16.  Greenock,  St.  Andrew's. 

17.  „         Middle  Church. 

18.  Hamilton,  Bnrnbank. 

19.  Leven. 

20.  Musselburgh,  for  Deanston,  etc. 

21.  Paisley,  High  Church. 

22.  Slamannan.  for  Boughrigg* 

23.  Glasgow,  Finnieston. 


No.  6. — Special  Grants. 


1.  Unst,  for  Assistant. 

2.  Camelon. 

3.  Carmunnock. 

4.  Pittenweem. 

5.  Lochransa. 

6.  Oban. 

7.  Kilmodan. 

3 


8.  Barra,  for  Fishermen. 

9.  Yarmouth,  etc.,  for  Fishermen. 

10.  Stomoway,  for  Fishermen. 

11.  Fraserburgh,  for  Fishermen. 

12.  Peterhead,  for  Fishermen. 

13.  Loch  Boisdale,  for  FLshermen. 


No.  IV. 


Jfree  €^ntc\i  af  BcatlvLn)^, 


HIGHLAND    MISSION. 


REPOET  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


FOB  TH£ 


HIGHLANDS    AND    ISLANDS 


MAY    188L 


EDINBURGH :  THOMAS  AND  ARCHIBALD  CONSTABLE, 

PRINTERS  TO  THE  QUEEN,  AND  TO  THE  UNIVEKSITY. 

1881. 


CONTENTS. 


State  of  the  Funds,    .             .             .             . 

PACK 

3 

Sanctioned  Charges,   . 

6 

Church  Extension  Cuargcs, 

7 

Stations,           .            .            .            .             . 

8 

Probationers,  .             .             .            .             . 

11 

Students  and  Bursars, 

11 

Catechists,       .... 

12 

Deputations,    .... 

13 

Endowment  Scheme,     . 

13 

List  of  Existing  Endowmbnts, 

14 

FORM    OF    BEQUEST/ 

I  leave  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  pounds 

sterling  {the  amount  to  be  stated  in  words,  not  figures)  to  the  Committee 
for  the  Management  of  the  Highland  Mission  Fund  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland,  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  be  paid  at  the  first  term  of  Whit- 
sunday or  Martinmas  after  mj  death,  to  John  MacDonald,  Esq.,  General 
Treasurer  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  and  his  Successors  in  office, 
Treasurers  aforesaid ;  and  I  declare  that  the  discharge  of  the  said  John 
MacDonald,  Esq.,  or  of  such  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  a 
sufficient  discharge  to  my  Executors. 


*  It  is  deairable  that  paitieB  bequeathing  legacies  for  the  benefit  of  the  general  Homo 
Missions  of  the  Chnrch  should  know  that  the  Ilome  Mission  is  not  understood  to  include 
the  Higlilands. 


REPORT. 

ABflmucT  of  the  Income  and  Expenditure  of  the  Committee  for 

the  year  ending  Slst  March  1881. 

CHAR6K 
I.  Balance  of  last  Accoant,  ending  Slot  March  1880,  viz. : — 


1.  On  General  Fund, 

2.  On  Endowment  Fund, 


£2541  15     3 
505  11     7 


II.  Contrihutions  during  the  year : — 

1.  Congregational  Collections,  . 

£2449 

16 

2 

2.  DonationB,    . 

804 

13 

3 

3.  Legacies, 

170 

4 

5 

4.  Juvenile  Offerings,    . 

69 

4 

0 

5.  Interest  on  Investments, 

137 

5 

9 

6.  From  "Four  Highlanders," 

for 

in- 

creasing  Stipends  of  Church  Exten- 

sion Ministers, 

• 

317 

7 

0 

£3047     6  10 


III.  Proceeds  of  Stations  from  Snstentation  Committee,  for 
^ear  to  15th  March  1881,  .... 

rv.  Endowment  Fond : — 


3948  10     7 


370    6     7 


1.  General — Legacy  and  Interest, 

2.  Rilberry,  Interest^    . 

3.  KilRnidien,    do., 

4.  Shieldaig,       do.,      . 

5.  Glenquoich,  do., 

V.  Dr.  Webster's  Bequest : — 

1.  Further  to  account  of  Legacy, 

2.  Interest, 

* 

VI.  Interest  accrued,  . 


£143    4     8 

19  14  10 

19  13  11 

6  13  11 

3  15     0 


£900     0    0 
398     7     6 


J93     12     4 


1298     7     6 
21     9     8 

£8879    3    6 


DISCHABGE 
I.  Supply  of  Stations : — 

1.  IVobationers'  Salaries, 

2.  Catechists'  Salaries, 


£1278  13  11 
2319  19  6 


£3598  13  5 


II.  Expenses  of  Ministers  on  Evangelistic  Deputations,  Tracts, 

etc.,  .  .  .  .         351     9  10 


Carryforward,         £3850     3     3 


REPORT  Of  THE  COSfM ITTEB 


IV. 


Jil.  Aid  to  StndevU  :— 


Brought  forwaidk         £3S50    Z    3 


1.  Baraaries  at  DlinbiTrgli, 

Do.       at  Glasgow, 
Do.       at  Aberdeen, 

2.  Stndenia,      .... 

3.  Stride nt«  engaged  in  Miaeionaiy  work, 

4.  For  training  Stndcnti^ 


£40  0 

40  0 

10  0 

120  0 

105  0 

188  0 


0 
0 

o 

0 

o 

0 


IV.  GrantS'iO'Aid  to  Ministen  d  Chnrck  Eztenaion  Charges, 

V.  Dr.  Webster's  Beqoest— 

1.  Payment  to  Ministers, 

2.  Interesty     .... 


£368  10    O 
900    0    0 


VI.  General  Charges,  ,  , 

VII.  Annual  CollectioB  ^— 

1 .  Printing  Kotioesy    . 

2.  Postage  thereof, 

VIII.  Expenses:^ — 

1.  Clerk,  .  ,  .  . 

2.  Postages,  etc., 

3.  Printing  Report^  etc., 

4.  Stationery, 

5.  Travelling  expenses  of  Ministers  at- 

tending  Meetings  of  Cesunittee, . 

IX.  Balance  in  f»voiur  of  Scheme,  vix. : — 

On  General  Fund, 
On  Endowment  Fund,  . 
On  Kilberry  Endowment, 
On  Rilfinichen  Eadowmeat, 
Od  Shieldaig  Endowment, 
On  Glenquoich  Endowment^ 
On  Dr.  Webster's  Bequest, 


£24    %     ^ 
11  C  6 


£»7  0  0 

55  0  0 

23  8  6 

3  1  2 

81  17  9 


£1625  1  11 
275  14  0 
34  2  2 
63  4  10 
253  16  4 
31  II  2 
70  2  11 


503  0  0 
373  17  0 


I2C8  10  0 


134  0  0 


35  12  6 


260  7  5 


2353  13  4 
£8879  3  6 


Collection,  1863, 


£3025     9    6 


Expenditure,  1863-64,      £3296  16    9 
„  1864-65,         3011  17    3 


Total,     £6308  14    0 


Collection,  1865, 


£3084  15     9 


Expenditure,  1865-66,      £2955  12    4 
186667,         3007    6    4 

Total,     £5962  18    8 
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£2902    1     2 


ExpenditQve,  1867-68,      £3350    0    0 
^  I868-69|         3051     1     5 


Total,     £6401     1     5 


Collection^  I8«9, 


Collection,  1871, 


Collection,  1873; 


Collection,  1875, 


Collection,  1877, 


Collection,  1878, 


Collection,  1879, 
Collection,  1880, 


£2999  16    5 


£3102    0    1 


£3033    7  10 


£3139    8    1 


Cxpenditnre,  1869-70,      £3018     1     9 
-  1870-71,        3107     9  11 


Total,    £6125  11     8 

Expenditure,  1871-72,      £3053     8     0 
1872-73,         3447  13     1 


tt 


Total,    £6601     1     1 

Expenditure,  1873-74,       £3180    0     0 
1874-75,         3254  16     4 


>» 


Total,     £6434  16     4 

ExpcndHnre,  1875-76,      £3153  11  11 
„  1876-77,         3948  13     1 


Total,     £7102    5    0 


£2760  1  9  I  Expenditmre,  1877-78,  £3650  0  10 
£2483  12  7  I  Expenditure,  1878-79,  £4982  2  4 
£2404  12     1  I    Expenditure,  1879^80,     £5646  10     9 


£2449  16    2  |    Expenditure, 


£4883     3     2 


Tonr  Committee  begrn  fts  work  tbis  year  with  »  balance  of  £1625, 
Is.  lid.  This  sum  is  considerably  less  than  at  the  corresponding  period 
last  year.  It  would  have  been  still  less,  were  it  not  that  the  Committee 
carefully  directed  tbeir  expenditure,  and  exercised  the  strictest  economy 
in  all  the  departments  of  their  work.  The  Committee  have  not,  however, 
diminished  any  portion  of  their  usual  operations^  and  although  a  large 
decrease  in  tbeir  funds  warranted  the  adoption  of  such  a  course,  they  pre- 
ferred reducing  the  salaries  of  tbeir  agents.  It  was  with  much  reluctance 
they  took  this  step.  On  the  whole  they  know  that  it  is  more  gratifying 
to  themselveSy  and  eneouraging  to  their  agents^  to  see  them  adequately 
remunerated  for  tbeir  work.  ^  The  labourer  is  worthy  of  his  hire."  But 
with  an  income  in  prospect  only  of  about  half  their  expenditure,  the 
Committee  deemed  it  more  reasonable  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  their 
agents  than  to  run  the  risk  of  falling  into  debt. 

It  is  with  gratitude  your  Committee  are  able  to  report  that  the  money 
with  which  the  Church  intrusts  them  for  its  work  in  the  Highlands, 
and  among  Highlanders  in  the  Lowlands,  is  not  spent  in  vain.  During 
the  past  year  they  haye  been  receiving  accounts  from  some  of  their  agents 
of  mnch  spiritual  good  aeoming  from  their  labours.     Awakenings  have 
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been  common  over  the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands,  and  many  people 
have  been  experiencing  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophet's  words,  '^  So  shall 
my  word  be  that  goeth  forth  out  of  my  month ;  it  shall  not  return  unto 
me  void ;  but  it  shall  accomplish  that  which  I  please,  and  it  shall  prosper 
in  the  thing  whereto  I  sent  it."  Isa.  Iv.  11.  Will  not  this  fact  stimulate 
the  liberality  of  our  Church  in  behalf  of  those  thousands  of  our  Highland 
people  who  aro  entirely  dependent  on  your  Committee  for  a  supply  of 
gospel  ordinances?  We  cannot  doubt  but  it  will,  and  that  you  will 
enable  your  Committee  to  carry  on  the  several  departments  of  its  Mission 
Scheme  in  a^manner  satisfactory  to  all  parties  concerned,  and  glorifying 
to  God. 

SANCTIONED  CHARGES. 

There  were  fourteen  vacant  charges  in  the  Highlands  this  time  last 
year.  Since  then,  eleven  more  vacancies  have  occurred,  so  that  during 
the  whole  or  part  of  the  past  year  there  were  in  all  twenty-five 
vHcant  charges.  The  following  is  a  list  of  those  that  have  during  the 
year  been  supplied  with  pastors: — 


Congregations. 

1. 

Shiskan,    .... 

2. 

Tongue,    . 

•                        m 

3. 

South  Uist, 

■                        • 

4. 

Strathglass, 

•                        ■ 

5. 

Broadford, 

•                       • 

6. 

Fortingall, 

•                        • 

7. 

Kilberry  and  So 

.  Knapdale, 

8. 

Coigach,   . 

*                  • 

9. 

Strathconon, 

•                  • 

10. 

West  Church,  . 

4 

11. 

Torosay,  . 

•                          m 

12. 

Fort-William,  . 

FroBbyteriet. 


Futon. 


Kintyre, 

Toogue, 

Skye  and  Uist, 

Inverness, 

Skye  and  Uist, 

Breadalbane, 

Kintyre, 

Lochcarron, 

Dingwall, 

Inverness, 

Mull,    . 

Abertarff, 


!  Rev.  John  McLean. 
J.  K.  M'NeilL 
D.  J.  NicolsoD. 
0.  C.  M'Kenae. 
Alex.  Grant. 
D.  M.  M*Leod. 
N.  M*Leod. 
John  Finlaysoii.   , 
Alex.  Sutherland. 
Donald  Connell. 
A.  L.  Shaw. 
J.M*Int08h,C.&S. 


>t 


» 


» 


>9 


»» 


>t 


»» 


»» 


tt 


»» 


n 


The  following  are  the  Congregations  now  vacant : — 

Congregations. 

Presbyteries. 

Congregations. 

Presbyteriea 

1.  Bowmore, 

2.  Killin,  C.  &  S. 

3.  Tyree,  . 

4.  Park,    . 

5.  Kinlochhervie, 

6.  Feam,  . 

7.  Kilmorie, 

IsUy. 

Breadalbane. 

MulL 

Lewis. 

Tongue. 

Tain. 

Kintyre. 

8.  Back,     . 

9.  Domoch,G.&S., 

10.  Bridgend,        ) 

C.  &  S.,       \ 

11.  Gaelic  Church, 

12.  N.  Uist, 

13.  Lyhster, 

Lewis. 
Dornoch. 

Islay. 

Paisley. 

Skye. 

Caithness. 

Assistants  have  bben  employed,  during  pabt  of  the  year,  at — 
1.  Dornoch.  |  2.  Fodderty. 


CHURCH  EXTENSION  CHARGES. 

None  of  the  Stations  was  raised  by  last  Assembly  to  the  stains  of  a 
Sanctioned  Charge.  Altnaharra  was  the  only  Charge  which  was  placed  on 
the  platform  of  the  Equal  Dividend.     It  is  expected  that  one  more  will 


IV. 


FOR  THB  HIGHLANDS  AND  ISLANDS. 


this  jear  be  put  upon  the  same  footing.  There  are  now  twenty  Ghnrch 
Extension  charges  which  do  not  share  in  the  benefits  of  the  Equal 
Dividend.  But  Mr.  Mackinnon  of  Balinakill  and  his  friends  came 
forward  as  nsnal  last  year,  and  supplemented  the  stipends  of  the  Ministers 
of  these  charges  by  a  sum  of  £317,  Ts.  The  amount  required  each  year 
for  this  deserving  purpose  varies.  It  was  more  last  year  than  the  pre- 
vious year ;  and  the  Committee  are  gratified  to  find  that,  whatever  the 
sum  has  been,  Mr.  Mackinnon  has  supplied  it 

At  Whitsunday  and  Martinmas,  the  Committee  paid  grants  of  £5,  lOs. 
each  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Binny  Webster  Fund,  in  terms  of  the 
bequest,  to  thirty-four  Ministers,  selected  as  standing  most  in  need  of  aid 
from  forty-five  applicants  who  were  recommended  by  various  Presbyteries. 

Lierr  of  Church  Extension  Charges  in  the  Highlands  at  15th  March 
1880,  in  Order  of  Sanction,  with  Date  of  Settlement. 


Name  of  Charge. 


1.  BowiDore, 
t2.  Fortingall.     . 
+3.  Lochfyneside, 

4.  ArdriRhaig,    • 

5.  Glenshieli 

6.  Ardow,  1 

Torloisk,  .   / 

7.  Coigach,    .    . 

8.  Ardnamarchan 

9.  Strathconon,  . 
10.  Gk>vai),  Gaelic, 
U.  Portnahaven, . 

12.  Danoon, 

Gaelic, 

13.  Whiting  Bay, 

14.  Tyree,  . 
16.  Morven, 

16.  Stratbganre,  . 

17.  South    Balla- 

ehulinh   and 
Glencoe, 

18.  GleDraorriston, 

19.  Strathglass,  . 

20.  Park,    . 


Presbytery. 


Islay,     .     .     . 
Breadalbaoe,  . 
Inveraray, 
Inveraray, 
Lochcarron,    . 

Lorn  and  Mull, 

Lochcarron, 
Lnm  and  Moll 
Dingwall,  . 
Gla^ow,    . 
Islay,     .    . 

DuBoon, 

Kintyre,    . 

Mull,    .    . 

Dov,    .     . 

Dingwall, . 


AbertarfT, 


Abertarff, . 
Inverness, . 
Lewis,  .    . 


Date  of 
Sanction. 


1869 
1860 
1863 
1865 
1866 

1872 

1872 
1873 
1878 
1874 
1874 

1876 

1875 
1876 

1877 
1877 

1877 

1878 
1878 
1879 


Minister. 


t» 


»» 


ti 


Bev.D.  M.  M'Leod, 
Jno.  Clarke, 
Jobn  Stewart, 
Angus  Mackay, 

Alex.  Paterson, 


Nicol  Campbell, 

A.  Cameron, 
J.  G.  M'Neill, 

D.  M*Nicol, 

A.  Stewart, 

P.  M'lver, 

N.  Nicolson, 

D.  M'Murcby, 

D.  M*Innes, 
CC.M'Kenzie, 


fi 

I* 
ti 

ti 
tt 

i> 
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Date  of  Settlement. 


Oct.  5,  1880. 
Sept.    9,  1867. 
June    9,    1868. 
July  1867. 

Feb.  27,  1873. 

Jan.     1,  1874. 

Aug.  21,  1874. 
May      6,  1875. 

Mar.  80, 1876. 

July  26,  1876. 

Aug.  15,  1878. 
May  16,  1879. 

Jan.     3,  1878. 

June    11,  1879. 
Oct  14,  1880. 


t  There  is  a  special  arrangement  made  by  which  these  get  a  grant  from  the  Sustenta- 
tion  Fund  Committee. 


STATIONS. 


There  are  eighteen  Begular  Stations  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Committee.  No  addition  was  made  to  that  nnmber  during  the  past 
year.  These  Stations  are  independent  of  the  charges  of  which  at  one 
time  they  formed  a  part,  and  by  being  regnlarly  supplied  with  Probationers, 
are  in  a  position  to  develop  from  Regular  Stations  into  Begular  Charges. 
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There  waa  no  applicatioH  made  hj  anj  of  them  for  sancdoii  to  last 

A«8emblj. 

Riolochy  in  the  Presbjteiy  of  Lewis,  baa  come  forward  for  aaoction 
thia  year.  There  is  no  chnrch,  but  tbe  Committee  nnderttRnd  one  is 
on  the  eve  of  being  bailt.  During  summer,  the  services  had  to  lie  coo> 
dacted  in  the  open  air,  as  the  Behool-honae,  the  onlj  place  of  meeting  in 
the  locality,  could  not  hold  a  third  of  the  people.  This  Station  is  only 
ahoat  eighteen  months  in  existence ;  and  it  is  encouraging  to  learn  that 
it  has  prospered  so  well  that  there  is  a  prospect  of  its  receiving  sanction 
this  year. 

At  this  time  last  year  there  were  sixteen  miscellaneoRs  Stations  on  the 
Committee's  rolL  Since  then  six  more  have  been  added.  The  services 
at  these  Stations  are  for  the  most  part  conducted  by  student  Missionaries. 

As  usual,  your  Committee  supplied  the  fishing  Stations  on  the  coast 
of  Ireland  and  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland  with  deputies.  Beports  from 
these  deputies  testify  to  the  good  behaviour  of  the  Highlaud  fishermen, 
and  of  the  interest  they  manifest  in  their  labours  among  them.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place  to  make  an  extract  from  one  of  these  reports,  and 
insert  it  here.  Mr.  Sutherland,  Eilmonivaig,  who  visited  Fraserbnigh  in 
Julv,  writes: — 

*'  On  arrival  by  train  on  Saturday  I  met  Mr.  Paterson,  the  Free  Church 
minister,  anxiously  waiting  for  me,  as  he  had  intimated  a  meeting  for 
that' evening  in  anticipation  of  my  arrival  Thns  my  work  began  almost 
immediately.  The  fiHfaermen  had  not  then  all  arrived,  nor  such  as  arrived 
got  into  settled  order,  yet  the  meeting  was  well  attended,  though  not  so 
large  as  some  of  the  subsequent  meetings.  After  a  short  address  at  the 
openings,  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  was  occupied  by  individuals 
among  themselves  engaging  in  prayer  successively.  The  earnestness, 
unction,  and  fr)rcibleness  of  expression  shown  in  the  outpouring  of  their 
hearts  before  God  were  truly  very  refreshing,  and  gave  unmistakable 
evidence  of  the  deep  piety  of  many  among  them.  There  were  always 
three  services  held  on  the  Sabbaths — two  during  the  day  and  one  at 
night.  During  the  day,  at  each  of  the  services  their  were  present  from 
1500  to  1800  people,  who  gave  the  utmost  and  most  soletnn  attention  to 
the  word  spoken — not  a  carelcKS  listener  to  be  observed  in  the  large 
audience.  It  was  a  subject  of  common  remark  in  the  town  how  con- 
stantly they  waited  upon  the  means  of  grace,  and  how  seldom  any  of 
them  were  to  be  seen  loitering  about  the  streets  and  corners  during  the 
hours  of  divine  worship.  The  attendance  at  night  ranged  from  800  to 
1000.  To  accommodate  the  large  concourse  during  the  day,  the  sliding 
partition  separating  the  session-house  from  the  main  body  of  the  church 
was  removed,  and  all  the  passages  filled  with  forms.  No  case  of  drunk- 
enness or  disorderly  conduct  came  under  my  notice  during  my  term  of 
service,  though  the  fishing  was  unusually  successful,  and  the  concourse  of 
people  larger  than  during  any  former  season.  This  was  particularly 
gratifying  in  the  circumstances." 

Other  ministers  who  visited  Stations  on  the  East  Coast  of  Scotland,  and 
the  Coast  of  Ireland,  send  similar  reports  of  the  good  behaviour  of 
these  thousands  of  fishermen.  Not  a  few  men  trace  their  first  serious 
impression  of  divine  things  to  the  ministrations  of  the  deputies  who  labour 
at  these  Fishing  Stations. 
It  is  with  feelings  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  that  your  Committee 


IV. 


POR  TBB  laOHLAirOB  ANJ>  I8LAND8. 


are  enabled  to  report  that  much  blessing  has  been  attending  the  labours 
of  their  agents  at  some  of  their  Begalar  Stations.  During  the  past  year 
Mr.  Stewart,  their  lay-missionary,  who  laboured  in  1879  and  part  of  last 
year  with  so  much  success  in  North  Uist,  was  sent  to  the  Island  of 
Bemera.  Since  then  he  has  been  labouring  there,  and  seeing  many 
tokens  of  blessing  in  connection  with  his  work.  He  was  repeatedly  re- 
quested to  go  to  other  spheres ;  but  hitherto  he  declined,  as  he  found  it 
would  be  injurious  to  the  work  in  Bemera  were  he  to  leave.  Lately  the 
Committee  were  informed  of  a  work  of  grace  in  Kilchrenan.  This 
Station,  which  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  Loch  Awe,  had  reached  a  low 
ebb  of  spiritual  life.  The  tide  of  blessing  has  now  turned,  and  the 
meeting-house  at  Dalavich  is  filled  to  overflowing.  In  Uig  and  Beraera, 
Lewis,  there  is  also  a  movement  among  the  people,  and  eager  anxiety 
manifested  to  hear  the  truth.  The  Committee  sent  Mr.  M'Lean,  Shiskan, 
there  in  March  to  assist  the  minister  in  conductiDg  meetings.  Indeed, 
over  the  whole  of  Lewis,  bat  especially  in  Stornoway,  a  revival  of  reli- 
gion has  been  to  a  large  extent  experienced.  Whenever  help  to  conduct 
services  in  connection  with  these  movements  was  asked  for,  your  Com- 
mittee were  always  glad  to  grant  it,  leaving  with  parties  themselves  the 
choice  of  those  whom  they  might  deem  best  adapted  for  the  work. 

It  is  matter  of  great  thankfulness  to  the  Lord  of  the  Vineyard,  that  He 
has  been  thus  owning  the  work  of  our  Church  in  the  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  our  country.  For  many  long  years  the  seed  was  being  sown. 
Now  the  field  seems  white  for  the  harvest,  and  in  many  of  its  corners  the 
sickle  has  been  thrown  in,  and  the  sower  and  reaper  are  rejoicing  together. 

The  following  are  lists  of  the  various  Stations  in  operation  during  the 
whole  or  part  of  the  j^ast  year : — 


I. — Regular  Stations. 


StationB. 

Presbyteries. 

Post  Towns. 

1.  Jura  and  Colonsay, 

lalay,     .... 

Lochgilphead. 

2.  KilchrennaD, 

Lorn,     .... 

Inveraray. 

3.  ELilfinichen  (Brolas),    . 

Mull,      .... 

Aros,  Mull. 

4.  Acharacle,  . 

Do.,      .... 

Strontian. 

5.  Amulree, 

Breadalhane,  . 

Dnnkeld. 

6.  Kildonan,    . 

Dornoch, 

Helmsdale. 

7.  Arisaig, 

Abertarff, 

Fort-William. 

8.  SmaU  Isles, 

Skye  and  XJist, 

Arisaig. 

9.  Bemera  and  Boreray,  . 

Do., 

Lochinaddy. 

10.  St  Kilda,    . 

Do., 

Stornoway. 

11.  Gigha  (Catechist), 

Kint3nre, 

Tayinloan. 

12.  Carradale  and  Skipness, 

Do., 

Tarbert. 

13.  Croick, 

Tain,      .... 

Ardgay. 

14.  Struan, 

Dunkeld, 

Blair  Athole. 

16.  Oraignish,    . 

Inyeraray, 

Lochgilphead. 

16.  Einloohewe, 

Loehcarr<Ki,    . 

Dingwall. 

17.  Partick, 

Glasgow, 

Glasgow. 

18.  Kinloch, 

Lewis,  .... 

Stornoway. 

B 
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II. — Miscellaneous  Stations. 


StatlozL 

Presbytery. 

Post  Town. 

1.  Eaafc  Lothian  (Catechist), 

Haddington  and  Dunbar, 

Drem. 

2.  Glengarry  and  Tomdoun, 

Abertarff, 

Fort-William. 

3.  Glen  Etive  and  Glen  Creran 

f    Lorn, 

Tajrnuilt. 

4.  Oban 

Do., 

Oban. 

5.  Greenock  (Gaelic),    . 

Greenock, 

Greenock. 

1    6.  Broomielaw  (Gaelic  Mia.), 

Glasgow, 

Glasgow. 

7.  Kilmarnock,  . 

Irvine,   . 

Kilmarnock. 

8.  Barra  (Catecbist),     . 

Skye  and  Uist 

'»       • 

Lochmaddy. 

'    9.  Locbgoilbead  (Catecbist), . 

Dunoon, 

Greenock. 

10.  Sbinness, 

Dornoch, 

Lairg. 

11.  Springbum. 

Glasgow, 

Glasgow. 

12.  Fairlie,    .... 

Greenock, 

Largs. 

13.  Dairy,      .... 

Irvine,    . 

Dairy. 

14.  Leitb,      .... 

Edinburgh, 

Leith. 

15.  Plantation, 

Glasgow, 

Glasgow. 

16.  Torridon, 

Lochcarron, 

Auchnasheen. 

17.  Little  Loch  Broom, 

Do., 

UUapool. 

18.  Ayr,        .... 

Ayr,       . 

Ayr. 

19.  Dalwbinnie  (3  months),  . 

Abernethy, 

Dalwhinnie. 

20.  Bemera, 

Lewis, 

Stomoway. 

21.  Soay,       .... 

Skye  and  Uist, 

Broadford. 

III. — Fishing  Stations. 


1.  Lochmaddy.     )  Western 

2.  Benbecula.        >  j-,     , 

3.  Lochboisdale.  S 

4.  Wick.  ) 

5.  Helmsdale.   >  Caithness. 

6.  Lybster.        ) 


*>  Moray  Firth. 


7.  Burghead. 

8.  Lossiemouth. 

9.  Macdufif. 

10.  Bosehearty. 

11.  Fraserburgh,  i 

12.  Peterhead.     J 

13.  Howth.     )  On  the  coast  of 

14.  Ardglass.  (        Ireland. 


PROBATIONERS. 

In  the  coarse  of  the  past  jear  there  were  ten  probationers  settled  oTer 
charges  in  the  Highlands.  The  number  now  upon  the  roll  is  less  than  last 
year,  and  inadeqaate  for  the  work  which  the  Committee  have  to  overtake. 
They  have  in  consequence  been  obliged  to  employ  divinity  Students  during 
the  College  vacation  to  supply  some  of  their  regular  and  miscellaneous 
Stations.  This  arrangement,  they  are  glad  to  report,  has  given  satis&c- 
tion,  and  therefore  they  are  encouraged  to  give  opportunities  to  as  many 
Students  as  possible  of  acquiring  that  experience  which  the  joung  minister 
finds  so  useful  when  called  upon  to  take  the  oversight  of  a  congrega- 
tion. 

The  list  of  Probationers  now  stands  as  follows : — 
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1.  Probationers  licensed  before  last  year : — 

1.  Bey.  M.  M'Intyre,  Pre-Disruption  ProbatioDer. 


2.  Bay.  Colin  Fraser  {retired). 

10.  £ev.  Duncan  Finlayson. 

3.     M     Jamea  Fletcher. 

11.     „     Alex.  Cummiug. 

4.     „     Angus  M*Kenzie 

12.    „     Arch.  M'Tavish. 

6.     y,     Alex.  Ghiiholm. 

13.    ,,    J.  M'Leod,  M.D. 

6.     „    D.  G.  M*Kenzie. 

14.     „     John  Finlayson. 

7.     „    James  Dewar. 

15.     „     Peter  Stewart. 

8.     „    John  Wishart 

16.     „     Roderick  Roas. 

9.     „     W.  Gunn. 

Ordained  MiniaUrs— 

-Rev. 

George 

G.  M*Leod  and  James  M*Lachlan. 

2.  Licensed  since  last  Assembly : — 

19.  Rev.  Murdo  M'Kenzie. 


17.  Rev.  Alex  Miller. 

18.  „    Alex.  M'Diarmid. 


Ordained  iftMtcmary— Rev.  John  M*Kay,  St.  Kilda. 
Lay  Mi&iionariu — Donald  Stewart,  John  Cameron,  Murdo  Ross,  Neil  M'Donald. 

Ghielic-speaking  Students,  who   have  jnst  finished  their  theological 
curriculam : — 


1.  Mr.  Alex.  Bain. 

2.  „     Arch.  Boyd. 

3.  „     Neil  Grant 

4.  .,     John  Rose. 


«i 


5.  Mr.  John  Ross. 

6.  „     Colin  Sinclair. 

7.  „     W.  J.  McDonald. 


STUDENTS  AND  BURSARS. 

Tour  Committee  are  in  the  babit  of  giving,  at  the  beginning  of  each 
session  of  College,  small  grants  to  deserving  and  needful  students. 
This  has  been,  the  Committee  are  glad  to  report,  a  source  of  material 
help  to  many  students  whose  lot  it  was  to  struggle  hard  in  passing 
through  their  Arts  and  Divinity  Curriculum ;  and  not  a  few  who  are  now 
successful  ministers  at  home  in  the  Highlands,  and  in  the  Colonies, 
look  back  with  gratitude  to  a  time  when  it  was  the  means  of  helping 
them  out  of  a  difficulty.  The  Committee,  in  allocating  the  grants,  are 
guided  by  discretion,  but  mainly  by  recommendations  from  ministers 
with  which  the  students  are  furnished. 

Tour  Committee  besides  give  grants  of  £5  each  to  the  teachers 
connected  with  the  Ladies'  Associations  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 
These  grants  are  given  as  a  recognition  of  the  services  which  the  teachers 
give  in  mission-work  at  their  schools — work  from  which  much  spiritual 
good  both  to  old  and  young  has  resulted. 

The  Bursary-Scheme  has  been  partly  in  operation  only  during  the 
last  session.  It  is  expected  that  it  will  after  this  come  into  complete 
working  order,  and  that  there  may  be  funds  enough  in  the  Committee's 
hands  to  meet  its  demands.  The  full  working  of  the  Scheme  depends  of 
course  upon  the  amount  of  money  at  the  Committee's  disposal  at  the 
beginning  of  each  session. 

About  sixty  promising  young  men,  including  teachers,  participated  in 
the  allowances  of  the  Committee  last  session,  all  of  whom  are  looking 
forward  to  the  ministry  of  our  Church  in  the  Highlands. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Barsars  at  the  Gollegea,  UBiyeniti 
Grammar  Schools : — 

VA'  \x      ii    /College,  Colin  Sinclair,  John  M'AinBh,  Alex.  Stewart, 
iwunourgn,  -j^  xjniveraity,  D.  F.  M*Kenzie,  Roderick  BfLeod, 


M 

f.,  (  College,  Arch.  Boyd,Arch.M'Callum,  Peter M'Donald^oluiK 

uiASgow,       I  University,  D.  C.  M*Nicoll,  Roderick  M'Keniie. 
AK  «?  5  College,  John  M*Rae. 

ADeraeen,     |  University,  Arch.  M*GilHvray,  Alexr.  MathMon. 
Edinhurgh,  High  School,  John  M'Bean. 
Glasgow,  Grammar  School,  Donald  MTarlane. 

Aberdeen,  Grammar  School,  Alex.  Stewart,  William  M'Donald,  Hn^  M' 
Donald  M'Donald,  Donald  M'Donald. 

List  op  Catechists  and  the  Stations  they  occupy. 


1.  Alex.  Gilmore,  Strathpefifer. 

2.  Duncan  Cameron,  Glasgow. 

3.  William  Campbell,  Halkirk  (i^»r<!d). 

4.  Norman  Miinro,  StenscholL 
6.  Ronald  M'Donald,  Uig,  Skye. 

6.  John  M'Lean,  North  TJist. 

7.  Donald  M 'Queen,  Bracadale. 

8.  Grimsay. 

9.  John  Stewart,  Abemethy. 

10.  Murdo  M^Leod,  Lochs. 

11.  Donald  Cattanach,  RothiemurchuB. 

12.  Charles  M*Leod,  Islay. 

13.  Kenneth  MTherson,  Ness. 

14.  Donald  McDonald,  Kilmuir,  Skye. 

15.  Angus  M'Neill,  Portree. 

16.  Roderick  Forbes,  Poolewe. 

17.  John  M'Naughton,  Laggan. 

18.  James  M'Kenzie,As8ynt. 


19.  Malcolm  Ma)onald,  Kilmal 

20.  Donald  HenderBon,  Urray. 

21.  Donald  Cameron,  Acharack 

22.  John  McDonald,  Ferintosk 

23.  Duncan  M'BeaOi,  Applecro 

24.  Alexander  M'Donald,  Din^ 

25.  Allan  Fraser,  UUapooL 

26.  William  Sutherland,  Assynt 

27.  D.  M'Pherson,  Kingairloch. 

28.  Kenneth  M'Kenzie,  Carlowt 

29.  Malcolm  Morrison,  Tarbert, 

30.  Murdo  Stewart,  Back,  Lewi 

31.  Donald  McLean,  Bemera. 

32.  Lachlan  M'Lean,  Kilbranda 

33.  John  M'Kenzie,  GairlocL 

34.  Donald  Murchison,  Plocktoi 

35.  Archibald    M<Corkindale,  1 

goilhead. 


The  following  is 
Deputies  by  whom 

ArdglasB, 

Howth, 

Wick, 

Peterhead, 

Fraserburgh, 

Helmsdale 

Lybster,   . 

Roaehearty, 
Kildonan, 

Lossiemouth, 
Macduff^  . 

Kinlochewe, 
Burghead, 


DEPUTATIONS. 

a  list  of  the  places  visited  during  the  year,  u 
they  were  supplied : — 

5  Rev.  Roderick  M'Rae,  Carioway. 
G.  G.  M'Leod,  Probationer. 
Alex.  M*Rae,  KiloalmonelL 
J.  H.  Fraser,  Rosakaen. 
Jas.  Dempster,  Lybster. 
W.  Ross,  Rothesay. 
D.  C.  M'Donald,  Fort  Augoittt 
Alex.  M'Donald,  ArdoUuilw 
Donald  Sntherlaiid,  Kilmonini 
John  M'PheraoQ,  Cawdor. 
Adam  Campbell,  Petty. 
Chas.  Ross,  Tobermory. 
C.  G.  M'Kay,  Marybmqsh. 
John  Falooner,  RoaehalL 
C.  C.  M'Kensie,  Probationer. 
R.  Dingwall,  Aultbea. 
A.  G.  M'Leod,  Oroj. 
Colin  Sinolair,  In^cigoidsa. 
Neil  Dewar,  KingnMia. 
A.  C.  M'Doiiald,  lavcnMa 
Finlay  Graham,  Siaat 
^    B.  M'Leod.  DatUL 
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ENDOWMENT  SCHEME. 

The  Regulations  under  which  such  Endowments  are  asked,  and  which 
have  heen  approved  by  the  General  Assembly,  are  as  follows : — 

"That  a  Bom  of  not  less  than  £1000  be  aimed  at,  to  be  apportioned  for  the 
benefit  of  each  such  Charge ;  it  being  understood  that  this  Endowment  shall  not 
be  available  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the  General  Assembly  is  satisfied 
that  the  Congregation  is  doing  its  duty  to  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

"That  such  Endowments  be  funded  in  the  names  of  the  General  Trustees  for 
the  Church,  but  under  the  control  of  this  Committee,  as  subject  to  the  super- 
vision and  direction  of  the  General  Assembly. 

"That  the  proceeds  of  such  Endowments  be  annually  paid  in,  on  behalf  of 
each  Charge,  to  the  General  Sustentation  Fund. 

"  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  this  Committee,  with  the  authority  of  the  General 
Assembly,  to  transfer  such  Endowments  from  any  one  Charge  in  the  Highlands 
to  another  similar  Charge,  if  at  any  time  the  continuance  of  the  Charge  first 
endowed  be  deemed  unnecessary,  or  the  circumstances  be  so  changed  as  not  to 
require  it." 

THOS.  M'LAUCHLAN,  Convener. 


LIST  OF  EXISTING  ENDOWMENTS. 


South  Uist, 

Strathj      . 

Kilmuir,  • 

St.  Hilda, 

Fodderty  (Legacy), 

Ardchattan, 

Elilmartin, 

Bowmore,  Invested, 

Torosaj,  . 

Ardow  and  Torloisk, 

Baasay,    . 

Kilberry,  . 

Shieldaig, 

Morven,   .  . 

Portnahaven, 

Ardnamnrchan,   . 

Badenocb,  for  Cateohist, 

Tyree^ 

Kilfinichen, 

Strathglass, 


.  £1,000  0  0 

600  0  0 

500  0  0 

500  0  0 

2,700  0  0 

500  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

600  0  0 

300  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

500  0  0 

150  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

500  0  0 

500  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

500  0  0 

500  0  0 

Total, 

■ 

£15,250  0  0 

No.  V. 


Jfret  €^nxc\i   af  Scflllanb. 


REPORT 


OF 


COLLEGE    COMMITTEE. 


MAY   1881. 


The  Financial  Statement  by  the  Treasurer  in  regard  to  the  Oeneral 
College  Fond  is  as  follows  : — 

COLLEGE  GENERAL  FUND. 

Balance  dae  by  Committee  at  3l8t  March  1880,  .        .        .    £1189  19    3 

Beceiyed  from  unappropriated  Legacy,  nnder  resolution  of  the 

General  Assembly, 1189  19    3 

Income  for  year  1880 — 

CoUectlons, £1926     3  10 

Donations, 9    7    6 

Legacies, 28    3    4 

£1963  14    8 
Payments  for  Colleges,  etc.,    •        ,        •       2611  12  11 

Debt  at  3lBt  March  1881,         £647  18    3 

NEW  COLLEGE. 

Yonr  Committee  have  received  a  communication  from  Professor 
Macgregor,  which,  with  your  Committee's  resolutions  thereanent,  is 
submitted  to  the  General  Ajssembly  in  the  following  Extract  Minute : — 

'*  Senate  Hall,  New  College,  April  6,  1881. 

''The  Committee  met  as  above,  when  there  were  present, — ^Mr.  Laughton, 
Convener,  in  the  Chair,  Principal  Bainy,  Principal  Douglas,  Principal  Brown, 
Professor  Smeaton,  Professor  Binnte,  Dr.  W.  Wilson,  Rev.  Alex.  Whyte,  Mr. 
David  Maclagan,  Dr.  John  Pnngle,  Mr.  W.  Ferguson,  Mr.  John  Cowan,  and 
Mr.  B.  R.  Simpson. 

"The  Meeting  was  opened  with  prayer. 
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**  Inter  aUa^ — 
'*  The  following  letter  from  ProfeaBor  Macgregor  was  read : — 

'<Nsw  CoLUEOB,  Edxvbubob,  29<A  March  1881. 

*'Mt  Dear  Sir, — My  colleagues  here  know  that  I  am  writing  to  yon  about 
a  business  which  falls  to  your  Committee,  in  time  to  give  you  time  before  the 
Assembly.  Domestic  circumstances,  especially  those  affecting  the  health  of  my 
children  and  mjrself,  incline  me  to  ofifer  to  resign  my  Chair  for  the  purpose  of 
seeking  work  in  a  more  genial  climate.  New  Zealand  is  what  is  tiionght  of. 
I  assume,  as  matter  of  course,  that  the  Free  Church,  granting  the  requested 
discharge,  from  a  public  service  to  her  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  would  make 
(say,  in  the  shape  of  a  retiring  allowance  duly  guarded)  whatever  proviaion  may 
be  fair  and  reasonable  towards  enabling  me  to  accept  the  discharge. — ^Yoon 
truly,  (Signed)        Jamxs  MAOGRaooB. 

"  Rev.  Mr.  Lauohton,  Convener, 

**  College  Committee  of  the  Free  Church. 

*'  The  following  letter  from  Dr.  Macgregor's  medical  adviser  was  submitted : — 

''  14  Charlotte  Square,  Edinbttroh,  lu  April  1881. 

"  Dear  Dr.  Macgreoor, — You  are  aware  it  has  for  some  time  past  been  my 
opinion  that,  owing  to  your  serious  family  and  personal  illnesses,  yon  should 
seek  a  complete  and  permanent  change  of  climate. 

*'  The  grave  indisposition  of  your  eldest  son,  on  account  of  which  I  felt  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  order  him  to  Madeira,  has  deepened  my  conviction  that  no  time 
Bbould  be  lost  in  taking  the  step  which  I  have  indicated ;  and  I  desire  now  very 
earnestly,  although  painfully,  to  press  this  duty  upon  you. 

*'  I  am  most  hopeful  that,  under  God's  blessing,  such  a  change  would  be  the 
means  of  warding  ofif  the  danger,  which  in  this  country  threatens  your  family  ; 
as  it  would  also,  I  feel  assured,  restore  your  wonted  vigour,  which  you  have  not 
altogether  recovered  since  your  last  very  severe  illneas. 

"  I  have  alrescdy  mentioned  to  you  that  there  is  no  climate  which  more  fully 
meets  all  the  requirements  of  your  case  than  that  of  New  Zealand,  and  it  is  my 
unhesitating  opinion  that  that  country  should  be  your  destination. — Believe  me, 
yours  very  sincerely,  •        •        .  (Signed)        Andrew  Smart. 

''The  Committee,  after  very  full  consideration,  and  hearing  statements  from 
Members  of  the  Senatus  of  the  New  College,  unanimously  resolved,  that  the 
resignation  tendered  by  Dr.  Macgregor  ought  to  be  accepted. 

"The  Committee  resolve  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  in  terma  of  this 
resolution. 

"  A  sub-Committee,  consisting  of  Principal  Rainy,  Dr.  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Whyte, 
was  appointed  to  communicate -the  vesolntion  of  the  Committee  to  Professor 
Macgregor. 

"The  Committee  engaged  in  conversation  on  the  question  of  a  retiring  allowanceL 

''The  Committee  farther  express  their  sympathy  with  Dr.  Macgregor  in 
reference  to  the  personal  and  family  circumstances  described  in  his  letter,  and 
that  of  his  medical  adviser,  and  their  hope  that  the  change  of  climate  he  con- 
templates may  be  blessed  to  the  restoration  of  health. 

"  The  Conunittee  resolved  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this  day's  Minute  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  the  Election  of  Professors.'* 

The  bequest  of  the  late  Lady  Hannah  Tbarp  towards  the  endowment 
of  the  New  College,  referred  to  in  last  Beport,  is  now  being  put  on  a 
permanent  and  satiRfactory  footing. 

The  estate  of  Easter  Graigfoodie,  bequeathed  some  yean  ago  to  the 
Xew  College  by  the  late  Mr.  Meldrum,  has  not  hitherto  been  arailable, 
in  consequence  of  encumbrances  which  required  to  be  cleared  off,  in 
terms  of  Mr.  Meldrnm's  will.    That  object  had  now  been  accomplished,  the 
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reqoiBite  amount  (£8000)  having  been  paid  by  the  general  tnisteea  of  the 
Church,  out  of  funds  at  their  disposal,  so  that  the  rental  of  the  estate  will 
henceforward  be  available  for  the  endowment  of  the  New  College. 

The  sum  of  £1000,  bequeathed  by  t^e  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gibson  Greig, 
has  been  received  from  their  trustees,  '*  The  interest  or  yearly  inoome 
thereof  to  be  paid  over  as  bursaries  to  any  two  Divinity  Students  in  the 
Edinburgh  Free  Churoh  College  who  shall  be  best  entitled  thereto  on 
public  examination/' 

Some  gifts  to  the  New  College  deserve  to  be  noticed,  especially  valu- 
able theological  works  presented  to  the  library  by  the  famUy  of  the  late 
James  Cunningham,  Esq.,  by  Rev.  George  Macaulay,  and  others ;  also 
Knott's  large  picture  of  John  Knox  and  Spence  of  Gondie,  presented 
by  George  F.  Barbour,  Esq.  of  Bonskeid. 

GLASGOW  COLLEGE. 

The  Committee  have  to  record  with  deep  regret  the  death  of  Bobert 
Boss,  Esq.,  for  many  years  treasurer  to  the  Glasgow  College  Financial 
Board,  of  which  he  was  a  member.  He  succeeded  to  this  position  in 
1871  on  the  death  of  his  partner  in  business,  Mr.  William  Towers  Clark, 
the  kinsman  and  heir  of  the  founder  of  the  College,  who  might  indeed  be 
designated  its  second  founder.  As  might  have  been  anticipated,  Mr. 
Ross  exhibited  a  warm  and  untiring  interest  in  the  College,  and  during 
the  ten  years  of  his  official  connection  with  it,  its  financial  position  was 
greatly  improved.  His  personal  liberality,  as  well  as  his  professional 
ability,  contributed  much  to  this  result,  and  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that 
the  state  of  business  in  the  country,  pressing  upon  Glasgow  with  peculiar 
severity,  and  latterly  his  own  broken  health,  interposed  serious  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  attaining  objects  on  which  his  heart  was  set 

The  late  Miss  Jean  M 'Arthur  has  bequeathed  the  sum  of  £1000  for 
bursaries  in  conneotion  with  the  Glasgow  College* 

ABEBDEEN  COLLEGE. 

The  Thomson  Lectureship  on  Natural  Science  at  Aberdeen  has  been 
held  during  the  past  Session  by  Alexander  Buchan,  Esq.,  F.B.8.E., 
Secretary  to  the  Scottish  Meteorological  Society.  His  course  of  lectures 
gave  much  satisfaction,  and  had  a  considerable  attendance  in  addition  to 
the  Students  of  the  College. 

The  Committee  having  to  provide  for  the  teaching  of  Professor  Smith's 
Hebrew  classes,  appointed  for  that  purpose  the  Bev.  George  Smith,  M.A., 
a  distinguished  Student  of  the  New  College.  He  has  discharged  the  duties 
assigned  him  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Senatus.  Professor  Salmond 
has  taken  charge  of  the  class  of  Old  Testament  Exegesis  as  before. 

Miss  Jane  Bobertson  has  left  £1000  to  the  Aberdeen  College,  the 
interest  to  be  applied  ''for  increasing  the  Professors'  salaries." 

Last  Assembly  remitted  to  this  Committee  certain  overtures  anent  the 
Chair  of  Evangelistic  Theology,  its  proper  work,  and  the  subjects  to  be 
treated  by  the  Professor,  with  instmctions  to  consider  the  whole  matter 
and  report.     The  Committee  having  communicated  with  the  several 
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Senates  on  the  subject,  and  conferred  with  the  Professor,  have  now  to 
report : — 

"  That  the  topics  naturally  falling  to  the  Evangelistic  Chair  are  sach  as  the 
following : — The  obligations  and  encouragements  to  Missionary  effort — ^history  of 
Missions — the  methods  of  Missionaiy  work  in  relation  to  different  fields  and 
conditions  of  labour,  and  the  characteristics  of  the  religions  of  the  world  with 
which  Christian  Missions  come  into  contact.  In  reference  to  the  Ust,  it  would 
appear  that  the  occupant  of  the  Chair  of  Evangelistic  Theology  ought  to  dwell 
not  so  much  on  the  history  and  the  ancient  characteristics  of  those  religions,  or 
their  significance  as  modes  of  human  belief  in  the  general  history  of  the  race, 
but  rather  on  their  present  features  and  influence,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
must  be  dealt  with  by  modem  Missionaries.  In  this  way  the  risk  of  interfer- 
ence between  this  Chair  and  that  of  Apologetics  will  be  averted. 

The  following  Memorial  has  been  received  from  the  Glasgow  Senatus: — 

F&EE  Church  Colleob,  Glasgow,  6  Ufeeember  1880  : 
Which  day  the  Senatus  being  met  and  duly  constituted : 

IfUer  alia, — 

The  Senatus,  considering  that  the  Act  of  Assembly  1873,  requiring  all  Students 
before  being  admitted  to  the  Divinity  Hall  to  produce  evidence  of  having  passed 
the  classical  part  of  the  examination  for  the  degree  of  M.  A.,  had  come  into  force 
in  November  1879,  and  that  they  had  inadvertently  disobeyed  that  Act  by 
admitting  Students  without  such  evidence  last  Session ;  considering  also  that 
the  Examination  Board  had  examined  Students  in  Latin  and  Greek  both  in  1879 
and  1880,  and  that  no  special  notice  had  been  given  to  Students  that  the  degree 
examination  is  now  required, — resolve  to  admit  this  Session,  as  last.  Students  who 
have  passed  the  Boani  Examination,  though  they  have  not  passed  the  classical 
part  of  the  degree  examination,  in  the  hope  that  the  ensuing  General  Assembly 
will  give  them  indemnity  for  thus  disobeying  the  law  of  the  Church. 

Extracted  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Senatus  of  the  Free  Church  College,  Olasgow,  by 

JAS.  S.  CANDLISH.  Cleri, 

Note. — The  Senatus,  in  taking  this  coarse  in  the  circumstances,  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  thereby  indicating  an  opinion  that  the  Act  of  1873  should  be 
altered,  or  should  not  be  allowed  to  come  into  operation  with  proper  notice  and 
under  suitable  conditions. 

JAS.  S.  CANDUSH,  Clerk. 

The  Committee  having  considered  the  matter  thus  brought  before  them, 
and  commnnicated  with  the  Examination  Board  in  re^urd  to  it»  recom- 
mend that  the  Assembly  grant  indemnity  to  the  several  Senates,  as  craved 
by  the  Glasgow  Senatus :  and  farther,  the  Committee  recommend  to  the 
Assembly  to  repeal  or  modify  the  Act  1873  anent  the  trial  of  Students, 
so  as  to  allow  of  the  enrolment  of  Students  who  may  not  have  passed  the 
University  Examination. 

The  number  of  Students  at  the  three  Colleges,  during  the  past  Session, 
has  l>een  as  follows : — 

New  CoUege.  Olasgow.  Aberdeen. 

Ordinary,  .        .        92  88  29 

Others,     ...        33  11  4 


Totols,  .        .      125  99  33 

WM.  LAUGHTON,  Convener. 
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EDINBURGH. 

LIST  OF  Theological  Stodentb  (not  Ordinary,  or  Students  not  fally 
enrolled),  who  attended  the  New  College,  Session  1880-81. 


Na 

Name. 

No. 

Name. 

SCOTLAHD. 

Unitid  Statbs. 

1 

W.  Fraser. 

24 

H.H.  Wooda. 

2 

J.  M'DougalL 
J.  H.  Philip. 

8 

4 

N.  Roberton. 

6 

J.  Symon. 

BOHKMIA. 

6 

A.  Allan. 

7 

E.  White. 

25 

V.  Opdcenttb'. 
J.  W.  Chodera. 

8 

D.  WilBon. 

26 

9 

A.  6.  Baird. 

10 

R.  Macpherson. 
W.  M'Beath. 

11 

12 

D.  Christie. 

HUNOAVT. 

13 

A.  Akin. 

27 

G.  Jnrany. 

28 

T.  Benco. 

LUBLAHD. 

29 

J.  Fanceik. 

30 

8.  Fa. 

14 

J.  M'Corkell. 

15 

W.  0.  M'Canghan. 

16 

Ed.  White. 

17 

J.  A.  CamphelL 

Gbbvant. 

18 

H.  P.  Glenn. 

19 

W.  W.  Shaw. 

31 

J.  Schwendener. 

20 

A.  G.  Fiulaj. 

Cava  DA. 

Italt. 

21 

John  M'Millan. 

32 

D.  Cesano. 

22 

J.  B.  Craigie. 

Cap*  of  Good  Hon. 

Tdbkr. 

23 

G.  Dohne. 

83 

A.  Conatantian. 
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Pop.  Lecture,  Sermon,  Controversial. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Pop.  Lecture,  Sermon,  Controversial. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 
Popular  Lecture,  Hebrew  Critical, 

Sermon,  Controversial. 
Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 
Popular  Lecture,  Hebrew  Critical, 

Sermon,  Controversial 
Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

Popular  Lecture,  Sermon. 

1 

1 

Inverness, 

Benfrew, . 

Lanark,    . 

Caithness, 

Lanark,    . 

Inverness, 

Berwick,  . 

Lanark,    . 

Boss,        •        .        1 

Lanark,    •        • 

Northumberland, 

Elgin,      • 

Lanark,    . 

Stirling,   . 

Boss, 

Lanark,    .        •         j 

Lanark,    . 

Benfrew,  . 

Benfrew,  . 

e5 

1 

o     ©"©"cToS     ocTS     o'*d*d'd'6'o'crd*oo' 

1 

Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Aberdeen,  . 
Edinburgh, 
Edinbuirgh, 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 
Glasgow,    . 

• 

1 

4 

1  i  i  8  1"  1  's  ^  i  i  f  '  i  i  i  ^^  i  ^^  ^ 

^ 

-    .    .    -    - 

Bojd,  Archibald, .        .        •        . 
Campbell,  James, 
Clow,  WilUam  M.,  M.A.,     . 
Durran,  James,  M.A., 
Fulton,  William,  M.A., 
Grant,  Neil,         .        .        •        . 
Inglis,  Heniy  H.  T.,  M.A., . 
Kilpatrick,  Thomas  B.,  MJL, 
Macdonald,  William  John,  M.A., 
Macgregor,  Duncan  C,  M.A,       . 
Macphail,  William  M.,  M.A.« 
Main,  James,  M.A.,     . 
Marshall,  James,  M.A.,        • 
Mathieson,  Thomas,     . 
Mitchell,  Alexander,  M.A.,          , 
Muirhead,  Lewis  A.,  M.A., . 
Philps,  George  M.,  M.A.,     . 
Pitt,  Thomas  Cooling,  M.A., 
Turner,  Duncan,  .        •        •        . 
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GLASGOW. 

Students  (not  Ordinary,  or  not  fallj  enrolled)  who  attended  the 

Glasgow  College,  Session  1 880-8 L 


No. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Name. 

No. 

6 

7 
8 

9 

Name. 

ScOTLAHD. 

Campbell,  Duncan. 
Forsyth,  David. 
Hanesworth,  A. 
Macrae,  Isaac  W.  L. 
MTbail,  John. 

Murray,  Alex.  R 
Bannie,  Douglas. 
Wilson,  Robert. 

Qaultim. 
Odian,  Hairabet. 
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No.  VI. 


^nt  €\inu\i  ai  Srntlantr. 


REPORT 


OF 


THE  COLOIflAL  COMMITTEE. 


MAY    1881. 


APPOINTMENTS,   1880-81. 


MlniBtera,  ete. 


1.  Mr.  W.  S.  Macqneen,  Evangelist, 

2.  Mr.  Alexander  M'Lennan,  Student- 

Evangelist,  

3.  Mr.  David  Allan,  Student-Evangelist, 

4.  Mr.    James     A.    Dawson,    Student- 

Evangelist,  

6.  Rev.  A.  M.  Ramsay,  Probationer, 

6.  Mr.  Win.  Smith  Hunter,  . 

7.  Rev.  John  Wood,  Probationer, . 

8.  Rev.  Henry  E.  Michie,  Probationer, . 

9.  Mr.  Alex.  Stewart,  Student-Evangelist, 


Date  of 
Appointment. 


May    1880^ 

Sept.      „ 
Nov.       „ 


Dec. 
Dec. 


» 


)» 


Jan.     1881, 
April      „ 
April      „ 
April      „ 


Colony. 


South  Australia. 

{Auckland, 
New  Zealand. 

{Auckland, 
New  Zealand. 

^  Auckland, 

(      New  Zealand. 

Trinidad, 

Malta. 

Australia. 

New  South  Wales. 

Victoria. 


Paul,  though  pre-eminently  the  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles,  began  his 
labours  in  every  place  among  his  kinsmen  according  to  the  flesh ;  Peter 
addressed  his  first  Epistle  to  the  Jews  of  the  dispersion ;  and  James, 
though  Jerusalem  was  his  special  sphere  of  labour,  wrote  to  the  ten  tribes 
scattered  abroad.  With  three  such  examples  before  us,  it  should  not 
need  much  argument  to  prove  that  it  is  our  Church's  dutj  to  follow  with 
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the  means  of  grace  our  fellow-conDtrymen  in  foreign  parta.  She  woul«l 
he  a  hard-hearted  mother  indeed  if  she  ceased  to  care  for  her  children 
the  moment  that  they  passed  from  under  the  parental  roof.  And  if  this  be 
true  of  any  Church  or  country,  it  is  peculiarly  true  of  ours,  for  our 
colonies  are  now  by  far  the  largest  portion  of  our  Queen's  dominion?,  and 
have  been  peopled  extensively  by  Scottish  Presbyterians.  The  Com- 
mittee gratefully  acknowledge  that  the  Free  Church,  firom  the  very  outset, 
showed  its  deep  interest  in  the  Colonies  by  sending  some  of  her  best  men 
to  labour  there,  and  appointing  an  annual  collection  to  bo  made  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  our  fellow-countrymen  in  those  regions  with  the 
means  of  grace.  It  is  earnestly  hoped  that  in  this  respect  there  will  be 
no  departure  from  our  first  faith  and  our  early  love.  There  is,  it  must 
be  confessed,  some  ground  for  uneasiness  in  regard  to  this.  The  collec- 
tion made  in  June  last  fell  short  of  the  previous  one  by  the  sam  of 
£184,  3s.  Id.,  and  that  itself  was  below  the  average  of  former  years. 
And  there  has  also  been  some  diminution  in  the  amount  received  from 
legacies  and  donations.  Very  much  in  consequence  of  our  straitened 
means  we  have  only  been  able  to  make  nine  appointments  to  the 
Colonial  field  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  twenty-five  appointments 
reported  te  last  Assembly.  In  our  last  report  we  indicated  the  appre- 
hension that  we  might  be  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  cut  down  the 
grants  which  we  had  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  to  some  of  the  Colonial 
Churches.  These  grants  in  aid  of  their  Home  Mission  work  it  is  right 
that  we  should  give,  and  reasonable  that  they  should  expect,  for  it  is  a 
work  too  great  for  them  to  undertake  alone,  and  it  is  largely  due  to  the 
stream  of  Scottish  emigrants  that  pours  into  their  territories  from  year  to 
year.  The  fear  to  which  we  then  gave  expression  has  been  to  some 
extent  realised.  Instead  of  the  sum  of  £600  which  we  were  enabled  to 
send  to  the  aid  of  both  sections  of  the  Canadian  Church  last  year,  the 
state  of  our  funds  has  been  such  that  we  have  only  been  able,  and  that 
with  difficulty,  to  send  £150.  So  clamant  indeed  did  we  feel  the  call 
for  help  to  be  in  connection  with  the  north-west  province  of  Manitoba, 
tliat  we  made  a  special  appeal  to  a  few  liberal  members  of  the  Church,  the 
result  of  which  was  a  supplementary  subscription  of  £87.  The  Committee 
are  thankful  to  find  that  they  are  in  circumstances  to  contribute  even  the 
sum  (»f  £237  towards  a  mission  of  such  va.<it  extent  and  urgent  need.  But 
they  must  again  take  the  liberty  of  warning  the  Church  that,  unless  the 
treasury  be  more  liberally  replenished,  they  will  next  year  be  under  the 
painful  necessity  of  still  further  cutting  down  this  very  inadequate 
contribution,  or  of  stinting  tho  supply  of  men  and  means  to  other  portions 
of  the  Colonial  field.  Jt  is  true  there  is  an  apparent  balance  at  our  credit 
of  £3,  lis.  8d.,  but  this  leaves  us  with  nothing  to  meet  our  necessary 
expenditure  from  the  end  of  March,  when  our  account  was  closed,  to  the 
end  of  June,  when  the  annual  collection  is  made,  and  it  is  to  be  noted 
that  our  expenditure  this  year  has  exceeded  our  income  from  all  sources 
by  the  sum  of  £671,  15s.  9d. 

It  may  seem  strange  that  more  money  has  been  expended  than  last 
year,  though  fewer  appointments  have  been  made,  end  the  grant  to  Canada 
has  been  considerably  reduced.  One  explanation  of  this  is  to  be  found  in 
the  circumstance  that  we  have  been  constrained  to  advance  a  loan  of 
£500,  without  interest  in  the  meantime,  to  the  congregation  of  Pcrih. 
Western  Australia.     More  than  a  year  ago  Mr.  Shearer  went  out  to  that 
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Colony  with  the  view  of  founding  a  Presbyterian  Congregation  there. 
This  Committee^  in  concert  with  the  Colonial  Committee  of  the  Established 
Church,  guaranteed  him  a  certain  income  for  a  term  of  year:^. 
Mr.  Shearer  soon  succeeded  in  gathering  a  considerable  congregation, 
chiefly,  however,  from  the  poorer  classes.  It  was  found  absolutely  neces- 
sary, if  the  movement  was  not  to  prove  a  failure,  to  purchase  a  site  in  a 
good  locality  and  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  a  church.  To  do  this 
without  external  help  was  altogether  beyond  the  power  of  those  to  whom 
Mr.  Shearer  was  ministering,  and  though  that  help  was  solicited  -from  the 
neighbouring  Colonies,  it  was  not  rendered.  In  these  circumstances  the 
Committee  felt  that  they  had  no  alternative  but  to  advance  a  portion  of 
the  price  of  the  site,  by  way  of  loan,  contrary  to  their  usual  custom, 
rather  than  see  the  utter  extinction  of  a  work  so  hopefully  begun.  They 
also  made  an  appeal  to  the  ladies  of  the  Free  Church  to  send  articles  in 
aid  of  a  Bazaar  to  be  held  in  Perth,  Western  Australia,  this  autumn,  in 
response  to  which  they  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  they  have 
received  and  forwarded  three  large  boxes  full  of  suitable  and  valuable 
goods.  They  trust  that  this  will  go  far  to  relieve  Mr.  Shearer  from  the 
pressure  of  pecuniary  anxiety,  and  they  now  bespeak  for  him  and  for 
his  work,  what  he  has  himself  earnestly  requested,  a  special  interest  in  the 
Church's  prayers. 

While  the  Committee  have  had  to  regret  that  the  funds  placed  at  their 
disposal  have  not  been  adequate  to  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  they 
believe  that  ihis  has  been  the  natural  result  of  the  period  of  commercial 
and  agricultural  depression  through  which  the  country  has  been  passing, 
and  they  trust  that,  with  the  return  of  better  times,  their  finances  will 
revive.  They  have  been  encouraged  by  finding  that  the  Colonies  aro 
beginning  to  be  more  attractive  as  a  future  field  of  labour  to  some  of  the 
best  students  at  our  Divinity  H»dls.  One  very  gratifying  indication  of 
this  was  afforded  by  an  invitation  spontaneously  addressed  to  the  Convener 
and  Secretary  by  the  students  in  our  Glasgow  College  to  address  them  on 
the  subject.  This  invitation  they  very  gladly  accepted,  and  they  can 
testify  that  they  met  with  a  most  cordial  reception.  They  have  reas'>n  to 
believe  that  some  of  their  intelligent  and  attentive  hearers  on  that  occasion 
fully  intend  to  offer  themsleves  for  Colonial  work. 

In  consequence  of  the  meeting  of  the  Presbyterian  Council  in  Phila- 
delphia las/;  autumn,  the  G-eneral  Assembly  was  favoured  with  the  presence 
of  a  larger  number  of  able  rcprefientatives  of  the 'Colonial  Churches  than 
usual.  The  liberal  and  leal-hearted  Eldership  of  the  Colonies  were  well 
represented  by  Messrs.  Baillie  and'Ormond,  while  the  stirring  and  instruc- 
tive addresses  by  Messrs.  Nish  from  Victoria,  Kinross  from  New.Soutli 
Wales,  Henderson  from  South  Australia,  and  Duff  from  Tasmania,  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten  by  those  who  heard  them.  These  gentlemen  sub- 
seijucntly  appeared  as  Delegates  at  'Philadelphia,  and  took  an  able  part 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Council. 

It  was  mentioned  in  last  Report  that  Professor  Bruce,  of  Glasgow,  who 
intended  visiting  Canada  at  any. rate 'during  the  summer,  had  consented,  at 
the  request  of  the  Committee,  to  make  his  visit  early  enough  to  enable  him 
to  represent  oar  Church  at  the  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian* Church  of 
Canada.  This,  accordingly,  he  did  in  a  way  gratifying  to  his  hearers,  and 
creditable  to  the 'Church  he  represented.  The  following  extract  from  his 
letter  to  •  the  : Convener  will  give  some  idea  of  the  impression  which  he 
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formed  of  the  spirit  which  animates  the  Canadian  Church  and  the  work 
she  has  to  do : — 

"  It  was  very  apparent  to  any  one  visiting  the  Assemhly  at  Montreal  what  a 
prominent  place  Manitoba  occupies  in  the  mind  of  the  Canadian  Church.  The 
time  and  attention  bestowed  on  that  department  were  such,  indeed,  as  to  appear 
excessive  to  some  brethren,  who  thought  that  other  important  spheres  of 
labour  were  overshadowed  by  the  pet  mission  to  the  far  west.  The  complaint  was 
probably  groundless,  but  it  sufficed  to  convince  me  that,  in  the  judgment  of  those 
best  able  to  form  an  intelligent  opinion,  Manitoba  is  a  mission-field  of  first-rate 
importance.  I  was  much  stinick  by  the  earnest  spirit  with  which  the  Assembly 
addressed  itself  to  the  task  of  providing  religious  privileges  for  the  strangers  who 
are  continually  flocking  into  the  Dominion.  There  is  no  lack  of  heart  or  of  pur- 
pose in  the  Canadian  Church.  The  one  thing  lacking  is  money  to  enable  the 
Church  to  work  out  its  schemes ;  and  it  looks  to  our  Church  and  other  sister 
Churches  for  aid  in  an  enterprise  which  concerns  us  almost  as  much  as  it  concetns 
the  brethren  in  Canada. 

"  The  impression  made  on  my  mind  by  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  Canadian 
Assembly,  so  far  as  I  witnessed  them,  was  highly  favourable.  Jjfe,  energy, 
hope,  enthusiasm  were  conspicuous  throughout.  The  Church  of  Canada  evidently 
cherishes  a  high  hope  with  reference  to  its  own  future,  and  it  has  the  heart  to 
attempt  whatever  is  needful  for  the  realisation  of  its  own  weaL  It  is  full  of  the 
enterprise  which  one  expects  to  see  in  a  yoimg  Church.  The  recent  union  has 
given  it  a  new  and  powerful  impulse,  and  it  was  gratifying  to  a  stranger  to 
observe  how  real  the  union  is,  and  what  a  supply  x>f  moral  force  it  yields  to  ^e 
united  Church.  " 

Perhaps  the  most  important  event  that  has  taken  place  in  the  Colonial 
field  during  the  past  year  is  the  death  of  Dr.  Cairns.  The  following 
minute  on  the  subject  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and  entered  on  the 

llecords  of  the  Committee  at  their  meeting  in  March  : — 

• 

'*  The  Committee  desire  to  record  their  deep  sense  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Victoria  in  the  sudden  decease  of  Dr.  Adam  Cairns  of 
Chalmers'  Church,  Melbourne,  which  took  place  on  the  morning  of  Sabbath  the  30th 
January.  Dr.  Cairns  had  just  entered  on  the  80th  year  of  a  singularly  active  and 
useful  life.  He  was  well  known  and  much  esteemed  in  this  country  as  the  minister 
of  Cupar  both  before  and  after  the  Disruption.  In  the  year  1853,  after  having  been 
twenty  •five  years  in  the  ministry,  he  accepted  the  invitation  of  the  Committee  to  go 
to  Melbourne  and  labour  for  the  spritual  good  of  the  many  Scotsmen  who  were 
then  emigrating  to  Victoria.  This  he  did  in  the  most  chivalrous  and  self-denying 
spirit,  and,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  with  the  most  remarkable  success,  building  up 
a  large  and  powerful  congregation,  which  still  continues  to  be  one  of  the  most  in- 
fluential in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  that  colony.  Dr.  Catms  threw  himself 
with  characteristic  ardour  into  the  union  movement,  and  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  consolidating  the  divided  and  feeble  sections  of  Presbyterianism  into  one 
strong  united  Church.  After  a  ministry  of  five-and -twenty  years  in  Melbourne 
his  jubilee  was  celebrated  in  1878,  ministers  and  members  of  all  the  Protestant 
denominations  cordially  uniting  in  expressing  their  love  and  reverence  for  the 
grand  old  man,  and  testifying  to  the  sterling  worth  of  his  character,  and  the 
great  service  he  had  rendered  in  many  ways  to  the  cause  of  morality  and  religion. 
Though  relieved  from  pastoral  duty  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Robert  Scott  to  be 
his  successor  last  summer,  he  was  engaged  in  supplying  his  place  when  he  was 
called  away,  so  that  his  own  desire  was  fulfilled,  that  he  should  die  suddenly,  and 
die  in  harness.  The  text  on  which  he  preached  the  Sabbath  before  his  death 
was  this  : — '  And  £noch  walked  with  Gk>d,  and  he  was  not ;  for  God  took  him.' 
Next  Sabbath  morning  he  was  found  'asleep  in  Jesus,*  with  his  left  hand  under 
his  head,  and  an  expression  of  perfect  calmness  on  his  countenance.     *  He  was 
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not,  for  God  took  liim.  *  He  has  entered  on  his  rest  and  his  reward.  May  the 
Lord  raise  up  many  like  him  and  thrust  them  out  into  our  great  Colonial  iield, 
for  there  indeed  the  harvest  still  is  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few. '' 

The  Coniinittee  will  now  give  some  details  of  the  work  carried  on  by* 
theni  at  their  various  stations,  also  of  the  condition  of  the  Churjches  with 
which  they  are  in  communication,  or  which  they  assist  by  means  or  men. 

I.—EUROPE. 

Gibraltar. — Mr.  Coventry,  assisted  by  IMr.  Ross,  has  been  able  unin- 
terruptedly to  fulfil  his  duties  during  the  past  year  at  this  important 
station.  By  the  latest  accounts  there  were  1284  Presbyterians,  oflBcers 
and  men,  upon  the  Rock.  The  ordinary  Sabbath  attendance  has  been 
900,  the  nuniber  of  services  being  four  in  all.  Not  only  does  the  regular 
attendance  at  the  means  of  grace  gratify  the  officiating  ministers,  but  also 
the  marked  interest  of  many  in  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  A  weekly 
prayer- meeting  is  held;  also  a  service  at  the  military  prison.  And  there 
are,  besides,  two  Bible  instruction  classes.  Two  congregational  Sabbath- 
schools  exist,  with  an  attendance  of  80.  Mr.  Coventry  superintends  a 
colporteur,  who  labours  among  the  Spanish  population,  and,  moreover,  acts 
as  Secretary  to  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society.  It  may  be  added 
I  hat  the  church-door  collections  amounted  to  £20  during  the  year,  while 
seat-rents  yielded  £21.     There  are  no  office-bearers.* 

Malta. — There  has  been  nothing  of  exceptional  interest  in  the  steadily 
maintained  work  of  this  station.  Mr.  Wisely  has  laboured  with  his  usual 
zeal  and  assiduity.  The  Committee  have  received  from  various  parties, 
who  have  been  visitors  to  the  Island,  abundant  testimony  of  this.  He  has 
had  a  most  efficient  assistant  in  Mr.  Irving,  whose  departure  he  greatly 
regrets.  In  a  recent  communication  to  the  Committee,  Mr.  Wisely  reports 
thus : — 

**The  number  of  Presbyterian  soldiers  at  present  in  the  garrison  of  Malta  is 
469.  The  number  of  Presbyterian  seamen  and  marines  is  180  on  the  station, 
there  being  140  actually  in  the  harbour.  I  preach  in  the  Scotch  Church  (Valetta) 
on  Sabbaths  at  11  A.M.,  and  in  the  Military  Chapel,  Margarita,  at  6  p.m.  My 
assistant  preaches  at  Margarita  at  8.45  a.m.,  and  in  the  Scotch  Church  at  6  p.m. 
He  visits  the  Military  Hospital  weekly.  A  weekly  service  (congregational  prayer- 
meeting)  is  held  in  our  lecture>room,  Valetta.  He  has  also  a  Bible-class  weekly 
in  the  same  place.  I  visit  the  Naval  and  Civil  Hospitals.  I  conduct  a  weekly 
service  in  the  military  prison.  Also  a  Bible-class  every  week  in  our  Soldiers' 
and  Sailors'  Institute,  which  is  remarkably  well  attended  just  now.  We  conduct 
other  meetings,  but  I  connut  enter  into  details.  I  should  mention  that  I  had  an 
early  service  on  Sabbath  mornings  at  Pembroke  Camp  until  the  d5th  Regiment 
went  there.  Of  course  we  always  have  services  there  when  there  are  Presbyter- 
ians, but  at  present  there  are  none." 

These  sentences  show  a  pretty  extensive  and  very  varied  field  of  labour, 
needing  peculiar  gifts  and  graces  for  the  discharge  of  its  duties ;  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  know  that  these  are  faithfully  performed,  and  that  cur  Church 
is  thus  rendering  important  service  in  the  interests  of  the  ever-shifting 
soldiers  and  seamen  stationed  in  the  Island.     The  church-door  collections 

•  Since  the  above  was  written,  by  the  departure  from  the  Rock  of  the  93d  Highlanders, 
Ih  e  number  of  officerii  aud  uieu  is  brought  down  to  about  700. 
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fimounted  in  1880  to  £55,  4s.  lOd.     And  t'eat-rcnts  yielded  £30,  12». 
The  fund  for  the  poor  amounted  to  £15,  4s.  3d. 

•  Madeira. — In  lust  report  the  Committee  expressed  their  belief  that 
they  had  found  in  Mr.  Allan  ^^an  able  and  devoted  minister''  for  the 
English  and  native  congregations,  and  they  have  not  been  disappointed. 
He  entered  on  his  duties  in  October,  after  some  months'  residence  in 
Portugal  with  a  view  to  learn  the  language.  On  his  first  Sabbath  he 
preached  with  considerable  ease  to  the  small  native  flock,  and  now  |ie  has 
acquired  quite  a  facility  in  doing  so.  He  enjoys  greatly  both  departments 
of  his  work.  Besides  the  stated  Sabbath  service  to  the  Portuguese,  he 
has'held  regularly  a  fortnightly  service  in  that  tongue  at  Sao  Koque,  some 
distance  fiom  Funchal.  The  English  congregation  has  been  small  this 
winter,  several  of  the  resident  members  having  recently  left  the  island, 
while  the  visitors  have  not  been  numerous.  Tbe  average  attendance  has 
been  about  35.  The  services  begin  in  October  and  last  till  June.  The 
congregation  lost  in  Mr.  Payne,  who  died  in  May  last,  a  valued  elder. 
Mr.  Hutchison,  the  only  elder  left,  continues  to  give  our  Church  the 
benefit  of  his  long  experience,  and  his  cordial  support  of  our  Mission  there 
The  church  door  collections  at  the  English  service  amounted  during  the 
financial  year  to  £1<2,  ISs.,  while  the  sum  of  £53,  5s.  lid.  was  raised  by 
subscription  books.  The  Committee  are  quite  satisfied,  after  the  trial  of 
this  season,,  that  the  step  of  uniting  the  services  under  one  minister  was  a 
wise  one.  If  such  a  plan  had  proved'  impracticable,  we  could  scarcely 
have  found  reason  to- maintain  the  station,  and  the  Committee  would  very 
reluctantly  have  abandoned  it,  .after  a  long,  occupancy  of  it,  and  with  a 
possible  brighter  future  before  it. 

Odessa. — M^*.  Clark,  by  his  faithful  and  affectionate  ministry,  continues 
to  keep  his  hold  of  the  Protestant  community  in  this- city,,  which  numbers 
about  100'  adults.  They  arc  of  various  denominations ;  but  ever  since 
our  Church  began  its  services  in  1^65,  by  the  appointment  of  the  present 
minister,  they,  with  an*  almost  complete  unanimity,  have  sat  contentedly 
and  profitably  under  himi  Quite  lately  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
Bishop  of  Gibraltar  to  introduce  an  Episcopal  service,  but  that  there  is  no 
room  for  such  has-  been  made  clear  beyond  all  doubt.  In  Buch  a-  com- 
munity, of  course,  denominationalism  must  not  be  too  rigid,  while  nctaining 
in  substance  what  has  giv^n*  it  its  charm  to  those  bred  amidst  its  forms. 
And  Mr.  Clark  has  made  it  his  invariable  aim  scto  represent  his  Church 
us  to  gather  readily  into  her  bosom  members  of  sundry  home  bodies  who 
have  come  to  value  her  simple  worship,- who  find  in  him,  moreover,  one 
who  preaches  distinctly  and  lovingly  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God. 

To  the  wants  of  the  sailoia  Mr.  Clark  gave  himself  sedulously  from  the 
beginning,  It  was  soon  found  that  a  Home  on  shore,  with  provision  for 
h^abbath  services,  hospital,  reading-room,  etc.,  was  needful.  Through  the 
exertions  of  the  minister,  and  of  Messrs.  Lewis,  senior,  Harding,  Harris, 
and  the  British  Consuls,  the  funds  were  raised,  and  the  building,  a  solid 
and  imposing  one,  opened  in  1878.  It  has  proved  a  great  blessing  to  the 
numerous  seamen  visiting  the  port. 

To  the  funds  of  the  Committee  the  congregation  have  contributed  for 
the  year  £43,  19s.  This,  though  a  smaller  return  than  last  year,  repre< 
bcuts,  in  the  light  of  explanations  given  by  the  treasurer,  Mr.  W.   11. 
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]*eDistaD,'a  higher  rate  than  before  of  congregational  giving.  The  Epis- 
copal movement  had  necessarily  withdrawn  a  few  from  the  coDgregatioD, 
whose  subscriptions  have  thus  been  lost,  while  several  members  have  left  the 
place  during  the  year.  The  services  are  held  throughout  the  year,  except- 
ing from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  August,  when  the  town  is 
CQipty.  The  average  Sabbath  attendance  has  been  75.  There  was  raised 
during  1880  the  sum  of  £129  by  subscription  books.  Mr.  Clark  has 
rendered  valuable  service  by  the  delivery,  during  winter,  of  a  series  of 
popular  lectures,  which  were  attended  on  an  avarage  by  100  people.  The 
building  in  which  the  congregation  meet  is  held  on  lease,  for  which  a 
rent  of  £53  is  paid. 

Constantinople  and  Athens. — The  Committee,  acting  along  with  the 
Continental  and  Jewish  Committees,  have  contributed  towards  the  support  of 
:i  minister  at  Pera,  a  suburb  of  Constantinople.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Lockerbie, 
has  officiated  to  the  congregation  there  with  much  acceptance  during  the 
past  season,  which  has  extended  from  the  beginning  of  November  till 
April.  It  is  probable  that  a  permanent  settlement  will  soon  be  made, 
but  it  will  be  a  matter  for  consideration  whether  this  should  be  done  under 
the  present  arrangements  as  to  finance.  The  congregation  contribute  at 
the  rate  of  £100  per  annum  towards  the  salary  of  the  minister.  Together 
with  the  Continental  Committee,  this  Committee  have  aided  in  the  main- 
tenance of  services  to  British  residents,  engineers  with  their  families  and 
others,  at  the  Piraeus,  which  have  been  conducted  by  the  Rev.  T.  R. 
Sampson,  missionary  in  Athens  of  the  American  Presbyterian  Church 
(Southern),  and  who  has  reported  to  us  regularly  regarding  them. 


II. -AFRICA. 

Cape  Town. — Mr.  Russell,  who  occupies  an  independent  position, 
though  a  minister  of  our  Church,  reports  to  us  occasionally  regarding  his 
work  there.  There  has  been  nothing  in  the  history  of  his  congregation 
during  the  past  year  calling  for  special  attention.  The  Committee  know 
well  what  a  faithful  pastor  he  is,  and  how  firm  the  hold  which  he  has  of 
the  affections  of  his  people.  He  is  not  a  member  of  a  Presbytery,  but 
there  is  a  movement  towards  having  a  Western,  Central,  and  Eastern 
Presbytery  of  South  Africa.     He  would  be  connected  with  the  first. 

Pietermaritzbubo. — Mr.  Smith  of  St,  John's  Church  is  in  the  same 
position  as  Mr.  Russell.  He  also,  however,  reports  to  us  more  or  less 
regularly.  Recently  he  has  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee 
the  case  of  a  large  number  of  Scotch  settlers  some  distance  away,  for 
whom  the  means  of  grace  should  be  provided.  He  is  to  communicate 
further  on  the  subject,  with  information  as  to  what  local  support  for  a 
minister  might  be  reckoned  upon. 

Kihberlst. — The  Committee  were  much  disappointed  to  learn,  in 
September  last,  that  Mr.  Brown,  whose  ministry  had  been  so  successful,  and 
had  proved  a  blessing  to  not  a  few  in  that  centre  of  money -making  activity, 
had  resolved  to  resign  at  the  expiry  of  the  three  years'  engagement  into  which 
he  had  entered.     To  this  resolution  he  came  chiefly  on  grounds  of  health. 
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The  climate  had  from  the  first  proved  trying  to  him,  and  latterly  he 
Huffered  still  more.  Indeed  he  found  Mmself  compelled  to  leave  in 
January  last,  three  months  before  his  engagement  ended  He  started  for 
this  country,  but  found  work  waiting  for  him  at  Port  Elizabeth,  the 
minister  of  which  place,  Mr.  Johnston,  has  been  for  some  time  at  home 
on  furlough.  Mr.  Brown  will  be  leaving  for  this  country  about  this  time. 
The  congregation,  immediately  on  the  announcement  of  his  intended 
resignation,  applied  to  the  Committee  for  a  successor,  and  efforts 
were  being  made  to  obtain  jbne,  when  tidings  reached  them  that  they  had 
virtually  fixed  upon  a  young  minister  of  the  Congregationalist  body,  a 
native  of  the  Colony.  There  is  a  strong  Congregationalist  element  in  the 
congregation.  This,  with  the  natural  desire  to  obtain  a  speedy  settlement, 
accounts  for  the  step  taken. 

Fort  Bbaufort. — The  latest  report  from  Mr.  Berry  is  to  the  effect 
that  his  congregation  has  suffered  considerably  from  prevailing  com- 
mercial distress,  and  that  it  is  no  nearer  self-support  than  before. 
Emigration  has  thinned  it  considerably.  Still,  he  writes  cheerfully  and 
hopefully.  The  native  work  goes  on  prosperously,  and  a  church  is  in  con- 
templation. The  Committee,  considering  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
continued  for  this  year  a  grant  of  £100  towards  his  salary. 

Durban. — The  Committee  have  the  information  that  Mr.  Martin, 
formerly  of  Ipswich,  was  inducted  into  this  charge,  which  was  vacant  for 
a  very  considerable  period,  in  October  of  last  year. 

East  London. — Mr.  Russell,  late  of  Blochaim  Church,  Glasgow,  began 
his  ministry  here  in  the  middle  of  March  last.  He  was  received  with 
much  cordiality,  and  has  already  gained  a  position  as  an  able  and  devoted 
minister.  The  slight  friction  which  had  existed  between  the  two  divisions 
of  the  congregation,  on  either  side  of  the  Buffalo  river,  and  which 
threatened  at  one  time  to  disturb  harmony,  soon  ceased,  under  his  influence, 
to  operate.  Eventually  the  congregations  must  be  served  by  two  mini>ters, 
but  meanwhile,  with  the  aid  of  some  of  his  elders,  two  services  in  each 
place  of  meeting  are  being  regularly  kept  up.  The  church  on  the  west 
bank  is  in  progress.  The  Committee  supplement,  for  a  period,  the  salary 
of  Mr.  Russell. 

KiNtt  William's  Town. — The  Committee  had  a  communication  a  con- 
siderable time  ago  from  Mr.  Don,  as  Clerk  of  the  Free  Presbytery  of 
British  Kaflraria,  regarding  a  grant  to  Fort  Beaufort.  Since  then 
they  have  not  heard  from  him,  and  are  in  consequence  without  any 
recent  information  as  to  the  state  of  his  congregation. 

III.— AUSTRALIA. 

Qubensland. — The  divided  feeling  in  the  Church  of  this  Colony, 
referred  to  in  last  report,  has  happily  passed  away,  and  brethren  are  now 
acting  in  cordial  harmony  on  the  point  which  mainly  separated  them. 
This  hindrance  to  progress  being  taken  away,  it  may  be  reasonably 
eipeoted  that  Presbyterianism,  which  is  not  strong,  may  acquire  the 
influence  to  which  the  number  and  position  of  the  Colonists  adhering  to 
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it  entitle  it.      The   Committee   cordially  granted  the  sum  of  £100  for 
Church  Extension  purposes. 

New  South  Walks. — This  Colony  has  been  making  marked  progress 
during  the  past  year.  "  Population  has  been  spreading  over  the  interior, 
and  has  also  been  pouring  in  from  Victoria.  Towns  and  villages  have 
been  springing  up  with  wonderful  rapidity."  Such  is  a  recent  authorita- 
tive report.  And  happily  the  Church  has  progressed  also.  It  is  well 
known  that  it  is  the  oldest,  though  not  the  largest,  of  the  Australian 
Presbyterian  Churches.  Its  origin  may  be  said  to  date  from  1823, 
though  an  earlier  existence  might  be  claimed  for  it.  But  for  unfortunate 
divisions  in  the  *  beginning  of  its  history,  and  the  late  date,  at  which  the 
union  was  effected  (1865),  the  Church  would  have  been  much  stronger  than 
it  is  to-day.  Yet  the  progress  made  has  been  considerable.  At  the  time  of 
the  union  there  were  about  forty  ministers  in  settled  charges.  Now  there 
are  over  seventy.  Some  fifty  new  churches  have  been  built  since  that 
date,  and  various  schemes,  necessary  to  a  well  organised  Church,  have 
been  brought  into  successful  operation,  A  College  has  been  erected  and 
affiliated  to  the  University,  which  may  be  the  training- place  of  many 
aspirants  to  the  ministry  in  time  to  come. 

During  the  past  year  ten  new  men  have  been  added  to  the  staff  of 
labourers,  and  two  new  Presbyteries  were  formed ;  while  the  addition  to 
the  number  of  Sabbath- schools  was  cont^iderable.  The  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Church  Extension  to  the  General  Assembly  in  October  last 
may  be  quoted  in  support  of  the  hopeful  condition  of  the  Church  : — 

"  The  results  attained  during  the  past  year  are  indicative  of  a  larger  measure 
of  progress  than  has  been  reached,  we  believe,  in  any  ])receditig  year.  Although 
the  number  of  vacant  spheres  applying  for  a  8U]iply  of  ordiuances  is  still  con- 
siderable, and  the  number  greater  still  of  those  districts  where  operations  might 
be,  and  ought  to  bi  commenced,  still  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  no  small  measure 
of  progress  has  been  made  during  the  past  year  in  the  filling  up  of  vacancies,  and 
in  extending  the  operations  of  our  Church  in  various  directions.  Both  men  and 
means  have  been  more  plentiful  than  in  former  years,  a  more  buoyant  tone  pre- 
vails, and  the  impression  seems  general  that  we  are  entering  on  an  era  of  greater 
expansion  and  usefulness." 

The  Rev.  J.  M.  Ross  has  been  busily  engaged  throughout  the  Church 
in  connection  with  the  formation  of  the  Sustentation  Fund,  which  now  has 
a  good  prospect  of  success.  It  is  proposed  to  secure,  if  possible,  that  no 
minister  of  a  stated  charge  shall  have  a  stipend  less  than  j£300  per  annum  ; 
exclusive  of  a  manse. 

An  effort  is  being  made  to  raise  a  considerable  sum  to  bring  out 
ministers  from  this  country. 

•  Altogether,  there  seems  good  ground  for  a  statement  recently  made  by 
the  Convener  of  the  Church  Extension  Committee,  Mr.  Cameron,  of 
Richmond,  the  Correspondent  of  the  Committee  :  "  We  are  happy  to  think 
that  a  new  era  of  expansion  and  prosperity  seems  to  be  dawning  upon  our 
Church." 

YiGTORU. — The  Church  of  this  Colony  is  the  largest  of  the  Australian 
Presbyterian  bodies.  The  Report  on  Statistics  of  the  Church,  presented 
to  last  General  Assembly  (in  November),  shows  the  following  facts : — 

"  The  Church  now  contains  267  distinct  congregations,  with  127  ministers  in 
charges,  and  24  not  in  fixed  charges,  being  151  in  all — a  larger  number  than  ever 
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reported  before.  There  are  29  eongre^ationa  without  settled  pastors,  but  supplied 
by  the  Home  Mission  Committee.  About  70,000  in  all  attend  divine  service, 
leaving  about  40,000,  or  a  little  over  a  third  of  the  whole  unaccounted  for.  In 
connection  with  every  church  but  one  a  Sabbath  school  is  reported.  The  schools 
number  320,  and  are  all  well,  and  some  largely,  attended.  There  are  27,000  in 
all  attending  Sunday  schools  and  Bible  classes.  These  children  are  taught  by 
2500  teachers.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Church  is  satisfactory,  for  while 
some  congregations  show  a  decrease  of  income,  others  show  an  increase,  and  a 
number  are  stationary.     T4ie  whole  income  oithe  Church  is  about  £80,000.*' 

The  Committee  have  made  only  one  appointment  to  this  Colony  daring 
the  year.  Dr.  Macdonald,  their  faithful  correspondent,  intimates  that  there 
is  always  room  for  really  superior  men.  And  it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  daring 
the  coming  year,  some  such  appointments  may  be  made.  The  Report  of 
the  Church  Extension  Committee  to  the  Assembly  speaks  strongly  of  the 
duty  of  the  Churoh  torelieve  the  Home  Churches  of  the  expense  of  sending 
out  men.  If  this  were  done,  it  would  be  a  much  ea«ier  thing  to  furnish  a 
steady  supply  of  ministers.  That  such  supply  will  be  needed,  appears  from 
a  sentence  or  two  in  the  report;  *^The  Committee,''  it  is  said,  "is  more 
anxious  than  ever  that  oolonially-bred  men  should  be  trained  for  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  and  it  looks  with  a  favouring  eye  on  the  efforts  now  being 
made  to  provide  a  fully  equipped  Theological  Hall  in  the  Colony  itself; 
but  this  is  a  work  of  time.  And  it  will  be  a  work  of  long  time  to  attract, 
with  whatever  appliances,  a  sufBcient  number  of  colonial  youth  to  oar 
training  seminary  for  the  wants  of  our  own  and  the  neighbouring  churches, 
together  with  the  surrounding  mission-fields."  At  the  date  of  the 
Assembly  there  were  no  less  than  twenty-three  vacant  charges. 

The  Ormond  College  is  now  completed,  and  is  reported  to  be  "  a  splendid 
structure."  A  chapel  is  to  be  erected  in  connection  with  it,  for  which 
Mr.  Ormond  has  given  a  sum  of  £5000.* 

The  first  General  Conference  of  the  Australian  Presbyterian  Glnirch, 
held  at  Melbourne  in  November,. on  the  rising  of  the  General  Assembly, 
deserves  to  be  noticed.  It  sat  for  four  days,  and  was  so  succesrful,  as 
bringing  out  the  mind  of  brethren  of  the  different  churches  on  important 
matters,  affecting  more  or  less  the  welfare  of  each  of  them^  thai  it  was 
resolved  to  hold  another  at  Sydney  early  next  year. 

The  Committee  present  here,  as  of  interest^  a  statement  of  the  Australian 
Presbyterian  Statistics : — 

"Victoria,  with  867,634  inhabitants,  has  135,000  Presbyterians^  and  154 
ministers.  New  South  Wales,  675,316  :  Presbyterians,  66,222  ;  ministers,  83. 
Queensland,  180,000  :  Presbyterians,  19,000  ;  and  26  ministers.  South  Australia, 
250,000:  Presbyterians,  18,000;  and  ministers,  13i  Tasmania,  110,000: 
Presbyterians,  10,000  ;  and  ministers,  14.  New  Zealand,  420,000 :  Presbyterians, 
88,000;  ministers,  125.  West  Australia,  27,838:  Presbyterians,  529;  and 
minister,  1." 

South  Australia. — The  Committee  sent  out  in  August  last,  by  request, 
Mr.  W.  S.  Macqueen,  who  had  proved  himself  a  zeaJous  and  successful 
lay  evangelist  in  various  parts  of  Scotland.  They  have  to  report  the 
settlement  of  Mr.  Gray  at  Mount  Pleasant  The  congregation  have  found 
that  they  made  a  good  choice  of  a  minister.  And  Mr.  Gray  finds  his 
sphere  of  labour  a  very  congenial  one.      The  Rev.  James  Henderson,  of 

*  Mr.  Ornion  I  has  recently  offere<l  to  bear  the  entire  expense  of  the  building  of  the 
College,  which  is  about  £22,500  in  all. 
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Adelaide,  represented  his  Church  at  our  last  General  Assembly,  and  also 
at  the  Presbyterian  Gbunoil  in  Philadelphia, 

Westsrn  Australia.' — Keference  has  already  been  fully  made  to  the 
efforts,  through  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Shearer,  to  plant  Presbyter ianism  in 
this  Colony.  The  Committee  need  only  further  add  that,  while  a  better 
beginning  ooold  scarcely  have  been  made,  it  remains  a  doubtful  thing, 
such  are  the  difficulties  in  the  way,  whether  these  efforts  will  be  crowned 
with  success.  It  is  matter  for  regret  that  the  deputies,  appointed  by  the 
Australian  Presbyterian  Gonferenoe  to  visit  Perth,  did  not,  for  some  un- 
explained reason,  fulfil  their  commission!  Had  they  gone,  and  reported, 
the  neighbouring  colonies  might  have  lent  a  helping  hand  to  extend  the 
Church  to  the  furthest  western  boundaries  of  their  great  continent. 

Tasmania. — Mr.  Duff,,  late  of  Evandalc,  a  charge  in  the  northern  part 
of  this  Colony,  pressed  the  claims  of  the  Church  on<  last  Assembly,  and 
Aubsequently  on  the  Committee.  They  have  agreed  to  give  a  grant  for 
Church  Extension  purposes  for  three  year»;  £150  for  the  first  year,  and 
£100  for  each  of  the  succeeding  years.  A.  Synod,  with  two  Presbyteries 
of  Hobart  and  Launceston,  has  now  taken  the  place  of  what  was  the 
l*resbytery  of  Tasmania. 


IV.— JfEW  ZEALAND. 

The  Gomxittee-  have  appointed  during  the  year  three  young  men  to 
the  northern  Church,  to  act  as  student  evangelists,  Mr.-  Bruce  having 
applied  for  the  services  of  such  men.-  One  of  these  will  probably  delay  his 
departure  till  after  the  expiry  of  another  Divinity  session.  They  have  the 
best  accounts  of  those  appointed  and  sent  out  in  the  couree  of  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

The  Colony  is^  still  far  from  being  in  a  prosperous  state.  The  times 
have  been  hard,  and  these  have  told  in  many  ways  upon  the  condition  of 
the  Church.  In  not  a  few  cases  schemes  in  prospect  have  been  arrested ; 
the  building  of  churches  has  been-  delayed,  or  the  extinction  of  debt  upon 
existing  ones  been  pQStponed.  Still  there  is  much  te  be  thankful  for. 
Commercial  distress^  does  not  necessarily  mean  spiritual  depression  and 
decay.  The  account  by  Dr.^Stuart,,of  Dunedin,  of  his  tour  when  on  furlough, 
through  a  considerable  part  of  the  Colony,  cannoo  be  read  without  a  feeling 
of  satisfaction  that  there  are  so  many  faithful  ministers  quietly  labouring 
in  scattered  places,  and  that  ther«  ifrso  much  good  work  being  done  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom.  This  appeared  in  the  Record 
of  Februiiry  last 

The  Chureh  of  Otago  has  suffered  considerably  from  the  ill  health  of 
several  of  its  ministers  during  the  past  year.  No  fewer  than  four  have, 
on  this  account^  been  obliged  to*  return  to  this  country.  This  is  probably 
due,  in  large  measure,  to  the  excessive  labours  thrown  upon  these 
ministers,  in  providing  for  the  spiritual  necessities  of  a  scattered  people.* 

*  In  the  Report  on  Church  Extension  submitted  to  the  last  Synod  of  the  Church  of  Otago 
and  Southland.  Dr.  Stuart,  the  Convener,  intimated  that  two  parishes  were  vacant,  and 
that  fourteen  clistricts  needed  the  attention  of  the  Synod  from  the  lack  of  the  means  of 
grace.    Some  of  these  are  very  extensive.    In  view  of  the  impossibility  of  supplying  them 
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The  Equal  Dividend  in  this  Church  for  last  year  was  £217.  A  very 
few  came  in  for  the  lesser  dividend  of  £200. 

Dr.  Stuart  has  reported,  with  satisfaction,  the  arrival  of  Mr.  George  B. 
Inglis  and  Mr.  James  II.  Mackenzie,  probationers  sent  by  us. 

The  Northern  Church  suffered  a  serious  loss  in  the  death,  in  October, 
of  Mr.  M'Kee  of  Christ  Church  (formerly  of  Dublin).  Another  loss  has 
been  probably  ere  this  sustained  by  the  resignation  by  Mr.  Bruce  of  his 
office  as  agent  of  the  Church.  There  has  always  been  a  difficulty  on 
financial  grounds  in  maintaining  this  office,  and  the  difficulty  became 
greater  as  the  Home  Churches  (Free,  Established,  and  Irish),  withdrew,  or 
intimated  their  intention  to  withdraw  their  grants  in  aid  of  the  salary. 
It  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  work  of  Church  Extension  can  be  efficiently 
done  apart  from  such  an  office.  But  that  is  a  matter  for  the  Church  on 
the  spot  to  decide. 


v.— FALKLAND  ISLES. 

Our  minister  in  these  isles  of  the  far  south,  Mr.  Yeoman,  has  his  head- 
quarters at  Darwin,  in  the  eastern  island.  From  thence  he  makes 
Mission  tours  over  the  island  from  time  to  time,  preaching  and  dispensing 
ordinances  to  our  scattered  people.  By  a  recent  report  he  made  such  a 
tour  to  the  western  isle,  where  he  met  with  much  kindness  and  hospitality 
from  the  settlers, — Presbyterian,  Church  of  England,  and  Roman 
Catholic.  This  is  the  more  fertile  island  of  the  two,  and  is  being  fast 
settled.  Quite  lately  several  Scotch  shepherds,  with  their  families,  from 
Inverness- shire,  have  been  brought  out,  and  more  are  expected.  A  desire 
is  being  felt  for  more  regular  means  of  grace,  through  a  minister  or 
missionary-evangelist.  Should  the  population  of  both  Islands  materially 
increase,  Mr.  Yeoman  cannot  continue  to  manage  their  spiritual  oversight 
alone. 

The  late  governor  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  liberal,  however,  in  his  views, 
and  friendly  to  Mr.  Yeoman.  His  successor,  quite  recently  appointed,  was 
brought  up  a  Presbyterian. 

Mr.'  Yeoman  carefully  attends,  with  the  aid  of  his  wife,  to  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  young  under  his  charge.  The  Committee  continue 
the  grant  of  j£50  towards  his  salary. 


VL— WEST  INDIES. 

Trinidad. — The  Committee  have  to  report  with  much  regret  that  Mr. 
Walker,  their  minister  at  Port  of  Spain,  was  somewhat  suddenly  removed 
by  death  in  October  last.  He  had  come  home  last  summer  to  recruit,  but 
he  had  little  more  than  arrived  again  at  his  post  when  tho  end  came. 
He  had  done  his  work  well,  not  without  trials  and  discouragements  some- 
times.    But  he  patiently  endured,  and  gained  for  himself  the  affection  of 


with  a  settled  ministry,  except  very  gradaally,  the  employment  is  suggested  of  orduued 
missionaries  "  to  hold  divine  service,  dispense  sealing  ordinances,  organise  congregations, 
and  thus  prepare  the  way  for  a  settled  ministry. "  Ohnrch  extension  in  the  outfields  of  the 
country  is  the  urgent  work  of  the  Australian  Churches.  And  a  ditficult  one  it  is,  testing 
tlie  elasticity  of  our  Presbyterian  system. 
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his  flock,  and  the  respect  of  the  commuDity.  Tho  CoDgrcgation  applied 
to  the  Committee  for  a  successor,  and  they  appointed  Mr.  Kamsay,  Pro- 
bationer, who  had  served  them  efficiently  as  assistant  at  Malta.  Having 
been  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Ramsay  sailed  in  the 
und  of  February.  The  Committee  have  agreed  to  pupplement  the  salary 
^iven  by  the  congregation,  which  is  £200,  to  the  extent  of  £75  per  annum 
for  a  term  of  three  years.  Mr.  Ramsay  reached  Port  of  Spain  on  the  18th 
March,  and  was  inducted  into  his  charge  on  the  23d  day  of  that  montK 

Anttoua. — The  Committee  have  only  to  refer  to  the  probability  there 
is  that,  by  the  sale  of  the  manse  at  St.  John's  in  this  island,  and  of  the 
materials  of  the  church,  which  is  a  ruined  building,  a  sum  will  come  into 
their  treasury  which  will  go  far  to  repay  the  cost  of  the  attempt  recently 
made,  though  without  success,  to  resuscitate  this  congregation.  Mr. 
^rAdam,  who  was  connected  with  the  congregation,  and  who  met  the 
Committee  last  winter  when  in  this  country  for  a  time,  acts  for  them  in 
the  matter  of  the  sale. 


VIL— CENTRAL  AMERICA. 

Bblizk. — Regular  quarterly  reports  from  Mr.  Jackson  have  kept  the 
Committee  fully  informed  of  the  state  of  the  congregation,  and  of  the 
evangelistic  work  done  outside  of  it  in  town  and  country  during  the  year. 
No  material  change  on  the  strength  of  the  congregation  has  taken  place. 
The  health  of  the  minister  has  been  better  than  formerly,  and  his  labours, 
as  pastor,  evangelist,  and  as  Government  inspector  of  schools,  have  been 
abundant;  He  has  pressed  upon  the  Committee  the  need  for  another 
agent,  either  a  minister  or  an  earnest  lay-evangelist.  And  they  slw 
prepared  to  give  the  matter,  when  they  have  the  full  information  before 
them,  the  most  careful  consideration.  The  health  of  3Irs.  Jackson  has 
obliged  her  to  come  to  this  country  for  a  time. 


VIII.— NORTH  AMERICA. 

Dominion  of  Canada. — It  is  still  money  rather  than  men  that  the 
Canadian  Church  requires  from  us.  This  year,  as  has  been  already 
intimated,  our  contribution  of  money  is  very  limited,  while  the  claims  of 
that  Church  on  our  aid  have  increased  rather  than  lessened.  The  emigra- 
tion to  Canada  during  1880  amounted  to  3d, 000,  by  far  the  majority  of 
whom  were  from  our  shores,  a  goodly  number  being  Scottish  Presbyterians. 
The  Canadian  Church,  while  able  to  meet  the  wants  of  Ontario  and 
Quebec,  is  not,  we  are  assured,  in  a  position  to  cope  without  aid  with 
those  of  Manitoba.  If  the  Church  could  fully  overtake  these,  she  would 
not  only  avoid  losing  manv  of  those  who  belong  to  her  communion,  and 
who  desire  to  remain  in  it,  out  she  would  succeed  in  attaining  a  position  of 
commanding  influence  in  that  vast  country.  Three-fourths  of  the  population 
are  Presbyterians. 

To  the  eantern  section  of  Home  Missions  the  Committee  have  given  no 
grant  this  year.     And  yet  how  wide  its  field  of  action  is,  making  its  claim 
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strong  upon  us,  may  be  scon  from  the  following  extract  from  a  re 
letter  from  Dr.  McGregor  of  Halifax : — 

** Tn  the  Lower  Provinces,"  he  Bays,  "during  the  past  year,  the  Home  Jilii 
Committee  have  cmjJoyed  57  an;ent8,  consisting  of  14  ordained  ministefi; 
licentiates,  and  33  catechists.  The  24  preachers  averaged  six  months  e 
though  some  were  occupied  for  the  whole  year.  The  catechists  were  ««mplo 
for  six  months  ea^'h,  and  the  different  classes  combined  are  the  cqaivalentol 
labourers  during  the  whole  year. 

**  The  ministers  working  under  the  Board  are  distributed  among  Presbyter 
and  are  chiefly  occupied  in  su])plying  vacant  charf^es,  and  are  paid  by  snchchaij 
But  we  have  a  few  special  fields,  -such  as  New  Kincardine,  which  np  to  thisti 
has  received  nearly  full  salary. 


Our  fields  are, 

Stations, 

SaVibath  services,    . 

Average  attendance, 

Sabbath-school  attendantc, 


.*J2 

114 

1033 

111).  728 

2177 


**We  have  only  160  pro]»erly  organised  congregations.  And  we  hsTe'Kfi 
foreign  missionaries  and  their  wives  abroad.  And  we  are  so  situated  tbak  i 
have  both  professors  in  Arts  and  Theology,  5  in  number,  to  support^  bwl 
giving  our  share  for  the  enlargement  of  the  French  work  in  tke  profioK 
Quebec.  You  will  see  that,  financially,  we  have  two  administrationi,  aotn 
and  one  east,  dealing  with  both  home  and  foreign  missions.  Proportionallj, 
the  maritime  [)rovinccs,  wo  have  a  heavier  burden  than  our  brethren  in  the  vi 
as  they  have  a  greater  home  mission  work.  Our  heavy  responsihilitiei  in  1i 
foreign  field,  and  in  collegiate  education,  prevent  us  from  coming  fully  up  to M 
the  wants  of  our  weaker  charges  without  aid  from  Britain." 

Bermuda. — Mr.  Thorbum  had  been  desirous  for  some  time,  to  oW 
a  colleague  and  successor.  In  July  last  Mr.  Wallace,  a  probatioBcr< 
the  Canadian  Church,  and  who  partly  studied  at  the  New^Sollege,  U 
burgh,  was  chosen  as  such  by  his  congregation.  It  is  not  improbill 
that  Mr.  Thorburn  may  soon  retire  and  return  to  this  country.  !!•  i 
one  of  the  oldest  of  the  Church's  foreign  servants. 


We  append  a  summary  of  the  income  and  expenditure  of  the  CooBilM 
during  the  past  year,  as  compared  with  the  previous  one,'  referring  fc 
fuller  details  to  the  public  accounts  of  the  Church. 

1879-80. 

Balance  at  Slst  March  1879, £1663  1 1' 

Collections, 2261   7  1 

Donations,  Tiegacies,  and  Interest, 2311  •  ^ 

£6237  »V 
Payments,     .  .  ^       .         .         ,    6M  3  ^ 

Xet  Balance,  ..........    £67^  7  ' 
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Balance  at  31st  March  1880, £675     7     5 

Collections,  .....••                  ...  2077     4     1 

DonatioDS,  Legacies,  and  Interest, 2847  17     3 


£5600     8     9 
Payments, 5596  17     1 


Net  Balance,  .         £3118 


BURSABIBS  TOR  StUOBMTS  FROM  TUTORIAL  Cla£SES,  EdiNBURQH 

AND  Glasgow. 

A  Competition  took  plaoe  in  October,  when  the  successful  competitors 
were  : — 

In  Edidburgh.— Mr.  Alfred  Coutts. 
In  Glasgow. — Mr.  D.  D.  fit^rmont. 

The  papers  of  both  were  of  a  highly  satisfactory  kind.  The  value  of 
the  Bursaries  is  £17,  10s.  each,  and  they  are  tollable  for  three  years. 

The  Committee,  in  consideration  of  the  state  of  their  funds,  and  for 
other  reasons,  have  resolved  for  the  present,  at  least,  to  discontinue  their 
Bursary  Scheme.     There  will  therefore  be  no  competition  this  year. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  Committee  have  given  what  details  they  thought  necessary  for  the 
information  of  the  General  Assembly.  And  now,  in  closing  their  Report, 
they  desire  to  commend  the  scheme  under  their  care  to  the  Church's 
heartiest  sympathy,  and  to  her  liberal  support.  It  is  a  scheme  whicli 
appeals  to  all  classes  within  the  Church.  The  tide  of  emigration  to  our 
Colonial  settlements,  and  elsewhere,  is  confined  to  no  class.  Kich  and 
poor,  high  and  low,  young  and  old,  are  constantly  in  greater  or  lesser 
numbers  seeking  a  home  in  our  various  vast  possessions.  To  follow  them 
with  the  means  of  grace,  to  surround  them  with  those  influences  which,  under 
God,  can  alone  save  them  from  temptations  peculiarly  strong  in  the  case 
of  those  who  ostensibly  leave  us  with  a  view  to  worldly  advancement,  is 
surely  one  of  the  plainest  duties  that  lie  to  our  hand. 

Our  Church  has  been  greatly  honoured  in  the  past  in  this  good  work. 
And  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  Committee  that,  in  the  time  to  come, 
her  motherly  care  of  our  expatriated  people  may  be  as  great  as  hcretof«ri'. 

They  press  their  scheme  because  they  feel  its  importance.  With  thi» 
best  information  to  guide  them,  they  are  of  opinion  that  it  continues  juj^tly 
to  claim  a  prominent  place  among  the  Church's  evangelistic  agencies. 

ROBERT  G.  BALFOUR, 'CVmm^er. 
JAS.   G.  MACKINTOSH,  Secr^ranj. 
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It  has  been  the  privilege  of  the  Free  Ohureh  of  SooUaad,  all  through 
her  career,  to  maintain  a  close  and  active  connection  with  the  Continent 
of  Europe,  aiding  the  native  Churches  and  Sooietieii,  and  providing  gospel 
ordinances,  permanent  or  temporary,  in  suitable  localities. 

This  sustained  intercourse,  and  friendly  counsel  and  help,  have  secured 
for  US  a  position  of  much  influence  among  the  Continental  Churches,  and 
it  is  every  way  encouragiiig  to  know  from  their  repeated  assurances  that 
they  turn  to  our  Church,  with  special  confidence  and  expectation,  for  the 
moral  and  material  support  they  so  greatly  need. 

The  fact  that  year  after  year  they  send  young  men  to  complete  their 
studies  at  our  Theological  Colleges  further  illustrates  the  confidence  with 
which  they  regard  our  Free  Church.  There  have  been  enrolled  this 
season  as  students  in  the  New  College,  Edinburgh,  youths  from  Bohemia, 
Moravia,  Hungary,  Armenia,  Alsace,  and  Italy.  These  will  return  to 
their  own  lands  to  be  among  their  future  Protestant  pastors,  and  will 
carry  with  them,  along  with  the  benefits  derived  from  study  and  observa- 
tion in  this  country,  a  warm  attachment  to  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland. 

The  Committee  had  the  pleasure  of  an  interview  at  one  of  their 
ordinary  monthly  meetings  with  students  from  the  Continent  attending 
the  New  College,  and  also  with  those  at  the  Hall  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church.  The  Chairman  and  other  members  of  Committee  suitably 
addressed  them.  Both  the  Committee  and  our  young  foreign  brethren 
value  the  intercourse  on  these  occasions,  necessarily  brief  thongh  it  is. 

The  names  of  those  who  were  enrolled  from  the  Continent  at  the  New 
College  may  here  be  given  :^-Herr  Josef  V.  Chodera,  Bohemia ;  Herr 
Victor  Opocenski,  Moravia;  Herr  Gustavus  Jurany,  Hungary;  Herr 
Stephanus  Fa,  Hungary ;  Herr  Stephanus  Benko,  Hungary ;  Herr  John 
Fancsik,  Hungary;  Hcn^rr  Jakob  Schwendener,  Alsace;  A  Constantion, 
Constantinople;  Signor  G.  Banieli  Cesano,  Italy. 
7 
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The  atmosphere  which  surrounds  the  native  agencies  abroad  is  singu- 
Urly  hostile.  In  lands  where  Popery  on  one  side,  and  Infidelity  on 
another,  occupy  the  field,  the  voice  of  the  gospel  hardly  obtains  a 
hearing ;  and  yet,  during  later  years  especially,  there  are  many  hopeful 
signs  of  better  things.  A  sense  of  loss  and  need,  very  vague  and  inde- 
finite perhaps,  is  finding  expression,  among  the  common  people  at  least ; 
and  it  has  been  an  unwonted  experience  to  find  evangelistic  meetings  in 
France,  Belgium,  and  Italy  crowded  with  hearers,  many  of  whom  scarcely 
seeming  to  know  wherefore  they  come  together,  but  all  listening  with 
respect  and  often  with  emotion  to  the  good  tidings  of  a  free  salvation. 

The  Committee  have  never  at  any  previous  time  had  more  numerous 
or  pressing  appeals  for  help  from  Protestant  communities  abroad.  Their 
people  for  the  most  part  are  not  endowed  with  this  world's  goods ;  and 
this  fact  is  a  specially  affecting  one  when  it  is  remembered  that  these  now 
feeble  and  oppressed  Churches  were  once  large  and  powerful  bodies  who, 
.in  manful  struggles,  sought  to  main^in  their  position  and  usefulness,  but 
have  succumbed  under  the  tyranny  of  the  Roman  Church. 

The  Assembly  will  gather  from  much  of  what  follows,  how  hopeful  the 
prospect  of  better  times  all  over  the  Continent  is. 

France. — The  Reformed  Churches  and  the  various  Evangelical  Societies 
have  shown  a  very  commendable  amount  of  seal  and  energy  during  the 
year,  in  taking  advantage  of  open  doors  for  the  spread  of  the  gospel. 
Never,  indeed,  has  there  been  so  great  religious  activity.  As  one  proof 
of  this,  all  over  the  country,  through  the  different  agencies,  conferences 
have  been  held,  which  are  often  purely  evangelistic  meetings.  The 
attendance  at  these,  and  the  interest,  have  been  generally  quite  remark- 
able. 

It  will  suffice  to  illustrate  the  precise  state  of  things  at  present,  to  give 
th*e  testimony  of  two  or  three  men  entitled  to  speak  with  authority. 

Dr.  Fisch  quite  recently  writes : — 

"  The  state  of  France  is  still  more  encouraging,  if  we  think  of  the  perfect 
liberty  of  propagandism  which  we  enjoy,  and  of  the  eagerness  with  which  our 
people  flodc  to  meetings  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospeL  There  ia  not  one 
township  of  France  in  which  we  may  not  proclaim  the  truth,  and  show  the 
deadly  eirors  of  Popery.  But  for  the  gigantic  task  before  us,  the  number  of 
our  labourers  should  be  multiplied  by  thousands.  There  are  still  35,000  town- 
ships where  the  message  of  salvation  has  never  been  announced  since  the 
revocation.  .  .  .  The  country  people  are  no  more  Roman  Catholic.  Another 
enemy  is  present,  viz.,  vrbb  thought.  There  are  two  classes  of  free-thinkers. 
The  one  opposes  all  forms  of  religion,  and  is  resolntely  atheistie.  The  other 
indignantly  rejects  Popery,  but  is  ready  to  welcome  the  doctrine  of  light  and 
liberty  which  we  preach." 

The  next  witness  is  Monsieur  Babut  of  Ntmes : — 

"As  to  opportunities  and  means  of  doing  good,"  he  says,  "our  time  ii 
better  off  than  any  preceding  epoch.  Preachings,  con/frencea,  riunums  of  every 
kind,  books,  tracts,  Societies  for  Evangelisation — nothing  is  wanting  to  ua.  What 
is  needed  ia  an  ou^nring  of  the  Hdy  Ghost." 

And  the  testimony  of  Monsieur  BeveiUaud  is  this  : — 

**  I  have  come  to  be  decidedly  of  opinion,  without  concealing  from  myself  the 
difficulties  and  obstacles  in  the  way,  that  never  since  the  Reformation  has  there 
been  a  more  favourable  moment  for  the  spread  of  Protestant  doctrine.  A  great 
(door  is  indeed  open.    Secure  almost  anywhere  a  large  hi^  and  invite  the  people 
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to  hear  the  gospel,  and  you  will  find  crowds  gather.  I  have  myself,  at  some  of 
those  r4umonSf  when  I  have  been  asked  to  speak,  been  borne  away  and  truly 
electrified  by  the  crowds.  And,  in  many  ways,  circumstances  are  on  the  side  of 
the  gospel." 

Ab  to  the  measure  of  religious  liberty  enjoyed,  to  which  Dr.  Fisch 
refers,  the  Committee  gladly  quote  the  foUowing  communication : — 

"  Liberty  is  widening  and  strengthening  in  our  laws.  Our  soldiers  are  relieved 
from  compulsory  attendance  on  religious  services.  Protestant  officials  are  no 
longer  obliged  to  attend  mass  on  public  occasions.  Religious  books,  whether  sold 
or  given,  are  no  longer  the  object  of  prohibitive  laws.  It  just  depends  on  us 
to  fill  the  country  with  gospel  publications.  A  simple  declaration  is  all  that  is 
necessary  in  order  to  hold  a  meeting  or  deliver  a  lecture.  Public  schools  may 
be  taught  by  Protestants  as  well  as  by  Roman  Catholics.  And  this  week  per- 
fect freedom  for  all  in  respect  of  burial  grounds  has  been  voted  by  348  against 
150.  Surely  all  these  steps  forward,  legally  and  quietly  taken  and  secured, 
|)oint  to  a  most  favourable  time  for  the  proclamation  of  the  gospel" 

All  this  inspires  hope.  To  show  the  lessened  hold  which  Popery  has 
of  the  French  mind,  we  may  point  to  the  generally  passive  attitude  of  the 
people  when  the  Jesuits  were  recently  expelled,  and  the  congregations, 
or  unauthorised  religious  fraternities,  were  broken  up. 

The  Committee  cannot  pass  from  France  without  referring  to  Mr. 
M'Airs  and  Miss  De  Broen's  missions.  Both  of  these  have  been  carried 
on  during  the  year  with  undiminished  zeal,  and  with  manifest  blessing 
from  on  high.  There  seems  to  be  no  limit,  were  there  ample  funds,  to 
the  extension  of  the  work  of  Mr.  M^AIL  And  it  is  gratifying  to  know 
that  there  are  now  in  Paris,  and  throughout  the  country,  over  forty 
stations.  In  last  Report  notice  was  taken  of  the  fact  that  Mr.  Oreig, 
Bon  of  our  respected  minister  at  Kinfauns,  had  resolved  to  give  his 
services  to  that  mission.  Soon  after  the  meeting  of  Assembly,  Mr. 
Greig  received  ordination  from  the  Presbytery  of  Perth,  and  is  now 
associated  with  Mr.  M'All  and  Mr.  Dodds  in  their  work  in  Paris.  Miss 
De  Broen's  work  gains  in  strength  and  in  extended  blessing. 

Bblgium. — The  recent  workings  of  God's  providence  for  the  spread  of 
the  gospel  in  this  country  have  been  most  manifest.  The  new  school  law 
(of  1879)  has  been  met  by  the  Bishops  of  Rome,  and  by  the  priesthood 
generally,  in  such  a  way  as  to  excite  the  dissatisfaction  and  indignation  of 
the  people,  who  were  more  devoted  to  Popery  than  any  other  people  in 
Europe.  As  to  the  prospects  of  the  gospel,  let  the  Committee  of  the 
Evangelical  Society  speak.     They  say  : — 

*'  We  are  encouraged  and  rejoiced  by  the  remarkable  blessing  which  the  Lord 
continues  to  bestow  ou  the  missionary  work  of  our  Church. 

*'  The  violent  struggle  which  the  majority  of  the  nation  is  carrying  on  with 
the  clergy  and  the  Romish  Church  is  every  day  rendering  men's  minds  more 
aooessible  to  the  teachings  of  the  gospel 

"The  awakening  of  consciences  goes  on  wherever  we  can  preach  the  gospel, 
and  conversions  marked  with  the  seal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  are  more  numerous  than 
of  yore. 

**  Missionary  zeal,  a  real  solicitude  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  is  developing 
itself  more  and  more  in  our  congregations,  and  is  producing  important  results. 

^'By  the  works  of  evangelisation  accomplished  during  the  past  forty-one 
years,  the  ground  has  been  broken  np,  abundant  seed  has  been  scattered,  the 
first  fruits  are  rich,  and  everything  assures  us  that  the  Lord  will  give  us  an 
abundant  harvest.     The  doors  are  open  wide  to  the  messengers  of  peace. 

*'  We  feel  an  irresistible  impulsion  to  increi^  our  means  of  action.     We  have 
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thought  it  our  duty  to  accept  the  serrioes  of  three  new  evangelists,  who,  haring 
been  brought  from  the  darkness  of  papism  to  the  tiving  knowledge  of  the 
Saviour,  have  gone  through  a  three  years'  course  of  study  to  fit  themselves  to 
announce  the  way  of  salvation  to  their  countrymen.  We  have  just  hired  new 
premises  so  as  to  establish  regular  services  in  places  where  we  had  hitherto  not 
been  able  to  preach  regularly." 

The  Committee  appointed  Colonel  Young,  Joint-ConTener,  as  their 
Depaty  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Belgian  Synod,  held  in  Angnst. 
From  his  report  the  Committee  quote  the  following  sentences : — 

'*Iu  accordance  with  my  commission  from  the  Continental  Committee,  I 
reached  Nessonvaux  on  the  2d  August,  and  found  all  the  members  of  the  Synod 
present,  receiving  a  wann  welcome,  which  made  one  feel  at  once  among  friends. 
I  was  much  struck  with  the  busineas-like  manner  in  which  the  work  of  the 
Synod  is  carried  on.  It  is  just  a  miniature  General  Assembly,  from  the  election 
of  the  Moderator,  the  distribution  of  business  among  various  Committees^  etc. 
A  hearty  brotherly  feeling  was  manifest  in  all  the  meetings  of  Synod.  On  the 
evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  sittings  of  Synod  an  evangelistic  meeting  was 
held  in  a  saloon  in  the  village,  an  invitation  being  given  to  all  who  choee  to 
attend.  The  room  was  quite  full,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  audience  being 
Roman  Catholics.  The  addiessesi  three  in  number,  by  deputies,  were  listened 
to  with  the  greatest  attention.  I  esteemed  it  a  great  privilege  to  address  a  few 
words  to  the  Synod." 

Holland. — The  Committee  reported  to  last  Assembly  that,  to  stem  the 
tide  of  Rationalism  in  this  coontry,  it  had  been  resolved  by  ministers  and 
members  of  the  Evangelical  party  in  the  Beformed  Church,  to  found  a 
new  Theologioal  Institution  at  Amsterdam,  where  the  doctrines  of  grace 
might  be  taught  to  some,  at  least,  of  those  going  forward  to  the  ministry. 
That  Institution  was  formally  opened  in  October  last ;  and  as  the  step  thus 
taken  is  the  most  hopeful  symptom  of  the  state  of  religion  there  at  present, 
the  Committee  record  here  a  portion  of  the  short  statement  issued,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  opening,  by  the  Council  of  the  "  Free  Uniyersity  ": — 

*'  We  are  convinced  that  the  certain  consequence  of  the  present  state  of  aflairs 
must  be  that  all  spiritual  influence,  in  the  State  as  well  as  in  the  Church,  will,  to 
the  great  prejudice  of  the  honour  of  osr  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  King  of  the  nations, 
fall  more  and  more  into  the  hands  of  meu  who  are  antagonistio  to  Christianity. 

"To  counteract  this  danger  our  Institution  has  been  established,  wfatcb, 
though  small  in  its  beginning,  may  prove,  by  God's  grace,  a  blessing  to  this 
Christian  country. 

**The  opposition  with  which  the  founders  of  this  Institution  have  to  struggle 
is  very  intense,  as  might  be  expected.  The  stronger,  therefore,  is  the  want  we 
feel  for  the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  our  brethren  abroad. 

*'  The  Institution  will  bear  the  name  of  *•  Vrije  Universiteit '  (Free  University). 

*'  Already  six  professors  have  been  nominated. 

"  Herewith  we  recommend  to  your  brotherly  sympathy  our  youthful  Instita- 
tion,  the  only  aim  of  which  is,  and  ever  may  be,  the  glory  of  our  Lord  and  King 
Jesus  Christ.*' 

The  Committee,  knowing  the  character  and  the  evangelical  spirit  of  those 
who  have  mainly  had  to  do  with  the  founding  of  it,  believe  that  this 
Institution  is  likely  to  prove  of  great  service  for  the  furtherance  of  the 
Oospel.  They  need  only  name  Dr.  Hoedemaker,  one  of  its  most  energetic 
promoters,  who  is  well  known  to  many  of  our  Church's  ministers  as  a  man 
of  earnest  piety  and  high  scholarship. 

Gbrmany. — The  Committee  think  it  deserving  of  notice,  as  a  cheering 
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and  encoaraging  thing  amid  much  that  is  depressing  in  the  state  of 
religion  here,  that  the  Universities  with  evangelical  theological  Pro- 
fessors have  began  to  be  largely  attended  by  students,  while  those  with 
pronounced  Rationalistic  teachers  are  being  rapidly  thinned.  Moreover, 
a  decided  revival  of  home  and  foreign  missionary  spirit  has  recently  shown 
itself.  The  (Committee  cannot,  however,  for  want  of  space,  go  into  detail 
to  illustrate  this.  But  they  must  not  pass  from  this  country  without 
acknowledging,  with  thankfulness  to  God,  the  wonderful  success  of  the 
mission  of  our  great  evangelist  Dr.  SomerviUe.  Begun  at  Elberfeld  in 
December  last,  with  less  hopefulness  on  his  part  than  was  any  of  his  pre- 
ceding missions,  for  he  knew  the  peculiar  difficulties  in  his  way,  it  was 
continued  in  various  cities  and  towns,  and  with  a  quite  wonderful  amount 
of  success.  The  Committee  can  only  quote  from  the  March  Record 
what  was  then  said  as  to  the  Berlin  meetings,  and  they  give  it  as  a  sample 
of  the  meetings  held  elsewhere  : — 

**  In  addition  to  many  meetings  in  smaller  halls,  this  venerable  minister  of  our 
Church  has  held  five  meetings  in  the  Keichshallen.  The  most  hopeful  expecta- 
tions have  been  far  exceeded  in  the  reality.  At  the  first  of  these  meetings  2000 
persona  were  present ;  and  after  the  address,  which  was  listened  to  with  the 
utmost  quiet  and  reverence,  1400  'Gospels*  were  given  away.  At  the  second 
meeting  the  interest  had  deepened,  and  2500  attended,  among  whom  a  large  pro- 
portion were  young  men  from  the  government  offices  and  elsewhere,  a  fair 
representation  of  the  Jewish  commnnity  being  also  observed.  At  the  third 
meeting  the  attendance  reached  3000.  The  fourth  was  a  children's  meeting, 
largely  attended,  2200  children  and  1000  adults  being  gathered  together.  At 
the  fifth,  3500  were  present,  and,  as  they  overcrowded  the  hall,  several  hnndreds 
failed  to  obtain  admission. 

"  The  representation  of  all  classes  of  the  commnnity,  from  the  nobility  to  the 
l>oorest  citizens,  has  been  a  singularly  affecting  characteristic  of  these  remarkable 
meetings ;  and  at  the  fifth  and  final  meeting  a  spirit  of  earnestness  and 
solemnity  prevailed  in  a  marked  degree.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Wangemann,  whom 
many  will  remember  at  the  Presbyterian  Council  in  1877,  gave  a  hearty  fare- 
well address,  grasping  the  hand  of  Dr.  SomerviUe,  and  giving  loving  expression 
to  the  universal  feeling  of  gratitude  and  respect." 

Dr.  Somerville  passed  on,  by  invitation,  from  Germany  to  Russia,  hold- 
ing in  St.  Petersburg  43  services  in  five  weeks,  and  in  Moscow  five 
meetings,  all  of  deep  interest  and  well  attended. 

The  Assembly  will  rejoice  in  the  success  of  this  venerable  minister  in  a 
work  so  blessed  in  its  results,  and  so  unique  in  its  form  and  character. 

Bohemia. — The  Presbyterian  Council,  as  the  Assembly  are  aware, 
held  its  second  meeting  in  Philadelphia  in  the  autumn  of  last  year.  The 
state  of  religion  on  the  Continent  of  Europe  was  considered  in  connection 
with  the  appearance  of  representative  ministers  from  many  of  the  Foreign 
Churches.  While  there  is  much  to  encourage  in  the  fresh  interest  which 
has  of  late  years  been  awakened  in  many  of  the  countries  where  Popery 
and  Infidelity  have  so  fast  a  hold  of  the  people,  there  is  a  loud  call  for 
more  effective  and  sustained  help  being  given  to  the  struggling  Continental 
Churches  by  the  stronger  and  larger  Presbyterian  communities  in  America 
and  I  England.  The  Council  called  special  attention  to  the  interesting 
fact  that  the  Churches  in  Bohemia  are  this  year  to  celebrate  the  centenary 
of  the  Edict  of  Toleration  issued  by  Joseph  n.  in  1781,  and  appointed  a 
Committee  of  American  and  British  members  to  take  measures  to  exhibit 
the  interest  and  sympathy  of  the  Council  in  the   celebration  of  this 
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memorable  anniversary.  The  subject  will  be  brought  by  that  Committee 
before  the  Assembly,  and  will  no  doubt  receive  that  consideration  which 
the  Church'of  Hubs,  with  so  affecting  a  history,  deserves  and  demands. 

As  the  Assembly  well  know,  the  laws  of  Austria  on  the  subject  of 
religion,  with  their  many  conditions  and  restrictions,  are  far  from  affording 
full  or  real  religious  liberty.  And  it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped,  in  the 
interests  of  evangelical  religion,  that  a  greater  measure  of  such  liberty 
may  soon  be  secured ;  and  that  the  present  occasion  may  lead  the 
Protestant  Churches  of  that  country  to  arouse  themselves,  and  to  put 
away  more  thoroughly  the  deadening  Rationalism  which  still  exists  to  too 
great  an  extent. 

Italy. — While  great  indifference  about  all  religious  questions  is  still 
characteristic  of  the  nation  as  a  whole,  there  has  much  occurred  of  late 
which  points  to  a  better  state  of  things.  The  various  Protestant  agencies, 
and  they  are  not  few,  report  progress.  The  Committee  can  only,  however, 
quote  from  the  Report  of  the  Commission  of  Evangelisation  submitted 
to  the  last  Synod  of  the  Waldensian  Church  (to  which  Dr.  Stewart,  of 
Leghorn,  ifas  our  Deputy),  the  following  comparative  table,  showing  the 
progress  made  by  the  Waldensian  Mission  in  Italy  during  the  preceding 
twelve  months : — 

Communicants,  •  •  .  • 

Regular  Attendants,   .... 
Occasional  Hearers,     .  •  •  . 

New  Members  admitted, 
Catechumens  in  1879, 

Do.     already  inscribed  for  1880-81, 
Sunday  Scholars,         .... 
Day  Scholars,  ..... 
Scholars  at  Night-schools, 
Total  contribution  for  the  Stations,     .      Lire, ' 
Showing  an  increase  of  2722-19  L^e  over  last  year. 

The  number  of  regularly  constituted  Congregations  is  40,  and  of  Stations  34, 
while  100  additional  places  are  occasionally  visited.  To  accomplish  this  work 
there  are  34  ordained  ministers,  21  evangelists,  and  45  teachers.  The  funds  have 
suffered  to  some  extent  owing  to  Signer  Prochet's  severe  illness,  so  that  at  tlie 
date  of  the  Synod  the  balance  in  the  cashier's  hands  was  only  7687-17  lire,  a 
sum  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  Missionaries'  salaries  for  the  present  quarter. 

And  they  have  pleasure  in  furnishing  an  extract  from  a  recent  com- 
munication from  Signer  Prochet : — 

'*The  Statistical  Table*'  (just  quoted),  he  says,  ** shows  at  a  glance  that  we 
have  been  enabled,  through  God's  grace  and  mercy,  to  report  progress  on  the 
whole  line.  There  is  not  an  item  which  does  not  appear  larger  in  1880  than  in 
1879.  I  do  not  say  this  with  any  feeling  of  boasting.  The  news,  which  come 
daily  from  the  several  parts  of  the  field,  are,  on  the  whole,  good  and  cheering. 
We  have  now  about  700  catechumeos  under  instruction,  so  that  we  anticipate  a 
good  ingathering  to  the  Lonl's  glory." 

The  Committee  refer  with  satisfaction  to  the  recent  appearance  of  a 
new  religious  journal,  called  U Italia  Evangdica^  in  which  are  merged 
several  denominational  journals.  It  is  a  hopeful  sign  of  a  better  under- 
standing between  the  various  churches  and  missionary  bodies  in  Italy. 
The  Free  Italian  Church  reports  progress  in  its  work  in  various  direc- 
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tioDs ;  while  other  evangelical  agencies  steadily,  atid  with  more  or  less 
encouragement,  pnrsue  their  useful  course  of  action. 

The  Assembly  will  be  otherwise  informed  of  the  success  of  the  move- 
ment for  improving  the  incomes  of  the  Waldensian  Pastors. 

Spain. — ^There  was  great  reason  some  time  ago  to  fear  that  repressive 
laws  were  to  be  put  in  force,  with  a  view  to  crush  the  progress  of  the 
gospel  in  this  cotmtry.  And,  in  some  cases,  persecution  of  no  mild  kind 
was  resorted  to  by  the  authorities.  Happily  a  change  of  Government 
has  taken  place,  and  greater  liberty  is  being  given.  The  Committee  have 
received  from  the  Rev.  Henry  B.  Duncan,  Cordoba,  to  whose  mission- 
work  they  last  year  made  a  grant  of  £50,  very  encouraging  reports. 
There  are  many  earnest  workers,  both  native  and  foreign,  scattered  over 
the  country.     And  the  Lord  is  very  visibly  owning  their  work. 

Switzerland. — ^The  Committee  make  reference  to  this  old  centre 
of  gospel  light  and  life,  to  put  on  record  the  sore  experience  through 
which  the  Evangelical  Society  of  Geneva,  and  its  Theological  School, 
have  passed  during  the  last  year. 

They  began  the  autumn  work  of  1880  with  all  the  encouragement 
which  a  good  measure  of  success  in  the  past  was  fitted  to  inspire ;  and 
they  had,  as  President  and  Vice-Presidents,  three  men  of  exceptional 
ability,  character,  and  evangelical  zeal,  who  gave  much  time  and  thought 
to  the  direction  and  help  of  their  enterprises. 

All  three — ^following  each  other  with  startling  rapidity,  and  two  of 
them  by  no  means  aged — have  been  taken  away.  Dr.  De  La  Harpe, 
whose  form  and  voice  were  so  familiar  at  our  General  Assemblies,  first 
left  them,  and  Mens.  Adrian  Naville,  and  Mons.  Theodore  Necker  (who 
was  present  and  spoke  in  the  Assembly  of  1878),  at  brief  intervals,  also 
entered  into  rest.  Our  Swbs  friends  need  our  sympathy,  and  they  may 
be  well  assured  that  we  feel  for  them,  in  their  great  bereavements,  with 
a  special  and  affectionate  interest. 

It  may  here  be  noted  that  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  Evangelical 
Society  will  be  celebrated  at  Geneva  next  month  (June).  Amid  the  losses 
to  be  mourned  over,  there  will  be  very  much  in  the  past  for  which  to 
give  God  thanks. 

The  Committee  briefly  refer  to  some  operations  of  the  past  year,  on 
which  they  think  the  General  Assembly  should  be  informed : — 

(1.)  Rome. — The  General  Assembly  are  aware  that  since  the  death  of 
Dr.  Lewis,  who,  for  a  succession  of  years  was  our  minister  at  Rome,  the 
duties  there  have  been  discharged  by  home  ministers,  who,  for  some 
months  at  a  time,  have  occupied  the  charge,  and  preached  in  our  church 
there.  It  has  long  been  considered  desirable  that  a  successor  should 
be  appointed  to  Dr.  Lewis,  and  that  the  Free  Church  should  have  a 
permanent  minister  at  Rome.  It  is  with  lively  satisfaction  the  Committee 
report  that,  at  the  cordial  and  unanimous  request  of  the  session  and 
congregation  there,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Italy,  and  of  the  Continental 
Committee,  the  Rev.  James  Gordon  Gray,  who  has  done  such  effective 
work  in  Naples  for  some  years,  has  accepted  the  charge  at  Rome,  and  will 
be  inducted  as  permanent  minister  in  October  next.    It  is  a  very  gratifying 
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fact  that  Mr.  Qraj,  in  leaving  Naples,  which  he  consented  to  do  with 
regret  and  difficulty,  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  different 
agencies  in  operation  there  are  in  a  thoronghly  effective  condition. 

The  schools  maintain  their  character  and  attendance,  the  services  in  the 
church  have  been  well  attended,  while  the  '*  Bethel,^'  or  Floating  Church, 
has  been  freed  from  debt  by  the  gift  of  a  lady,  who  has  added  to  other 
liberalities,  largely  exercised  in  connection  with  the  advancement  of  the 
gospel  in  Italy,  a  most  generous  contribution  (£7000)  for  the  purchase 
of  a  school  building,  in  which  a  higher  class  education  for  ladies  may  be 
secured  in  connection  with  evangelical  teaching. 

The  Committee  will  earnestly  desire  to  aid  in  the  selection  of  a  minister 
for  Naples,  the  session  and  congregation  of  which  church  have,  at  no 
small  self-sacrifice  and  with  true  loyalty,  accepted  their  minister's  decision 
as  to  Borne,  believing  it  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  our  Church,  and  of 
the  cause  of  Christ  in  Italy  generally. 

(2.)  New  Stations  Fund. — The  Committee  have  received,  during  the 
past  year,  a  most  encouraging  testimony  to  the  value  of  the  work  done  by 
our  ministers  in  preaching  at  certain  stations  on  the  Continent  during  the 
seasons  when  those  places  are  largely  resorted  to  by  travellers  from  all  lands. 
An  American  gentleman  communicated  to  them  his  desire  to  contribute  £500 
a  year  for  five  years,  to  the  work  of  the  Committee,  attaching,  however, 
two  conditions  to  his  munificent  gift ;  (1)  that  it  should  be  applied  not  to 
supporting  existing  stations,  but  solely  to  opening  new  ones^  and  (2)  that 
the  donor's  name  should  he  ahsolutely  kept  secret. 

The  Committee,  deeply  erateful  to  God,  who  put  it  into  the  heart  of 
this  generous  Christian  friend  to  help  them  in  this  way,  are  devoting 
much  care  and  thought  to  the  selection  of  such  new  stations  as  may 
present  the  most  hopeful  fields  for  extending  their  operations  in  preaching 
the  everlasting  Gospel  in  foreign  lands. 

One  such  station,  Biarritz,  was  opened  in  January.  It  had  been  named 
by  the  donor  of  the  fund  as  a  place  to  which  the  Committee  might  direct 
their  attention.  Considering  the  late  period  at  which  the  services  were 
begun,  the  Committee  have  good  reason  to  think  that  it  will  turn  out  to 
be  a  fruitful  centre  of  Christian  work.  The  Bev.  J.  Fleming,  Tron  Church, 
Edinburgh,  officiated,  and  has  reported  an  average  attendance  during  the 
later  period  of  60.  The  Committee  have  every  reason  to  be  gratified 
with  the  success  of  his  services,  and  they  desire  also  to  acknowledge  the 
help  given  by  an  excellent  elder  of  our  Church,  who  spent  most  of  the 
winter  there,  Mr.  Henry  Maitland. 

(3.)  CoNSTiNTDioPLS. — The  Committee  have  made  no  arrangement  yet 
with  the  congregation  at  Pera  as  to  permanent  supply.  They  com- 
missioned Mr.  Walker  of  Dysart,  who  had  occasion  recently  to  vint 
Constantinople  on  business  connected  with  the  Jewish  Committee,  to 
meet  with  parties  belonging  to  the  congregation,  with  a  view  to  aid  the 
Committee  in  deciding  as  to  future  arrangements.  His  report  will,  at  an 
early  date,  be  considered.  During  last  season,  extending  from  November 
till  April,  the  Bev.  A.  D.  Campbdl  of  Lockerbie  was  appointed  to  supply 
the  Station.  His  services  have  been,  in  the  highest  degree,  acceptable. 
The  congregation  soon  rose  to  fully  80  under  his  ministry.    Not  a  few 


VII. 


BXPORT  or  THB  GOMTINXNTAL  C0UIC2TTEX. 


9 


Episcopalians  attended,  and  occasionally  officers  and  men  from  an  Ameri- 
can war-ship  Ijing  in  the  harbour. 

(4.)  Bordeaux. — The  Committee  had  the  wants  of  Bordeaux  fully  set 
before  them.  And  these,  as  regards  the  sailors  (British  and  American) 
visiting  the  port,  are  great.  They  felt,  however,  that  this  work  alone  did 
not  call  for  their  special  interference.  It  is  one  which  rather  lies  to 
other  hands  than  theirs. 

(5.)  Venice. — The  Committee  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
Presbytery  of  Italy.  And  they  have  come  to  the  resolution,  in  existing 
circumstances,  not  to  make  further  trial  of  it  in  the  meantime. 

(6.)  The  Committee  have  made  the  following  grants  to  Churches  and 
Societies.  They  greatly  regret  that,  owing  to  the  state  of  their  funds,  they 
had  to  reduce  the  amount  of  several  grants,  and  altogether  to  withhold 
others. 

Frakcs,  Union  of  Evangelical  Churches  and  Evangelical 

Society, £100 

Mb.  M'All's  Mission 30 

Miss  de  Bro&n's  Mission, 30 

Italy,              Waldxnsiak  Church  Evangelisation,    .  100 

Protbssor  Henderson,  Romi^ 60 

Switzerland,  Evanobucal  Society,  Geneva,  )  ^5 

Theological  School,  ^      .        .        .        . 

Belgium,          Evangelical  Society, 50 

Greece,            Evanoeusation, 20 

(7.)  Intercourse  with  Continental  Churches  was  maintained  in  a  more 
formal  manner,  by  Deputies  being  sent  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Evangelical  Society  of  Geneva,  the  Synod  of  the  Free  Church  of  the 
Canton  de  Vaud,  the  Synod  of  the  Waldensian  Church,  and  the  Synod 
of  the  Belgian  Christian  Church.  These  Deputies  were — Mr.  Falconer, 
St  Paul's,  Edinburgh,  Mr.  Buscarlet  of  Lausanne,  Dr.  Stewart  of  Leghorn, 
and  Colonel  Young. 

The  Committee  do  not  need  to  give  information  as  to  their  Stations  on 
the  Continent  with  any  fulness,  as  the  Record  has  kept  the  Church  well 
informed  throughout  the  year. 


I.— SANCTIONED  CHARGES  FOR  ENGLISH-SPEAKING 

RESIDENTS  AND  TRAVELLERS. 


Leghorn,  . 

Rev.  Dr.  Stewart. 

Florence,  . 

Rev.  J.  R.  Macdouoall. 

Genoa, 

Rev.  Donald  Miller. 

Naples, 

Rev.  Jas.  Gordon  Gray. 

Lausanne,  . 

Rev.  A.  F.  Buscarlet. 

Nice,  . 

•               • 

Pau,   . 

Rev.  George  Brown. 

Lisbon, 

Rev.  Robert  Stewart. 

LsQHOBN. — The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  Dr.  Stewart 
has  been  able,  in  an  improved  state  of  health,  to  fulfil,  throughout  the 
year,  the  various  important  duties  devolving  on  him.  In  his  congrega- 
tional work  be  has  had  efficient  assistance.     There  was  laid  on  the  table 
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ill  the  course  of  the  winter  the  completed  volume  of  his  valuable  Italian 
Commentary  on  the  Gospel  of  St  Luke.  He  is  now  engaged  on  St. 
John's  Gospel.  The  services  here  are  held  throughout  the  whole  year. 
The  Sabbath  morning  attendance  has  ranged  from  50  to  60.  There  is 
a  congregational  Sabbath-school.  The  amount  raised  by  subscription 
books  was  £87.  Dr.  Stewart,  as  is  well  known,  devotes  much  time  to 
Italian  work  generally,  to  the  supporting  of  Waldensian  Schools,  and  the 
superintendence  of  12  colporteurs.  He  is  besides  the  President  of  the 
Italian  Evangelical  Publication  Society. 

The  Committee  desire  to  express  their  sense  of  the  practical  interest 
taken  for  many  years,  and  still  taken,  in  work  at  Leghorn,  by  the  Glasgow 
Ladies'  Association. 

Florence. — The  services  at  this  Station  are  maintained  from  Septem- 
ber till  June.  The  average  Sabbath  morning  attendance  has  been  60. 
There  is  a  week-day  meeting.  The  average  number  of  communicants  has 
been  50.  It  need  scarcely  be  said  that  Mr.  Macdougall  continues  his 
zealous  and  energetic  interest  in  Italian  work.  The  ordinary  church 
collections  amounted  to  £112,  special  collections  to  £46,  lOs. 

Genoa. — The  services  here  last  throughout  the  year ;  the  afternoon 
service  being,  however,  suspended  during  July,  August,  and  September. 
The  average  Sabbath  morning  attendance  was  58.  There  are  41  com- 
municants on  the  roll.  The  amount  raised  by  church-4oor  collections,  and 
otherwise,  throughout  the  year  was  over  £160.  Mr.  Miller  does  much 
work  beyond  what  is  purely  congregational.     In  his  report  he  says : — 

"  A  colportenr,  who  acts  as  Bible-reader  and  evaDgelist,  is  constantly  at  work 
among  the  Italian  emigrants,  sailors,  harbour  labourers,  etc.  In  connection  with 
the  Hospital,  the  School  at  Rome,  the  Pablications'  Society,  and  other  agencies, 
I  have  to  attend  to  a  considerable  amount  of  mission  work  bearing  on  the  native 
population." 

The  annual  offering  of  the  children  pf  our  Church  at  home  has  this 
year  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  "  Bethel,"  or  floating 
church  for  the  sailors,  who,  in  such  large  numbers,  visit  the  seaport  from 
our  own  country  and  America.     The  sum  raised  has  reached  about  £670. 

Mr.  Miller  regards  the  harbour  mission  as  a  work  of  quite  remarkable 
interest,  in  the  furtherance  of  which  the  new  ''Bethel"  will  form  an 
important  feature. 

The  Committee  have  to  add,  with  much  satisfaction,  that  through  the 
munificent  liberality  of  an  Episcopalian  lady,  the  church  buildings  are 
now  entirely  free  of  debt.  It  may  here  be  noted  that,  with  the  exception 
of  a  trifling  debt  on  the  buildings  at  Pau,  the  entire  church  property  on 
the  Continent  is  free  of  debt. 

Naples. — Keferenoe  has  already  been  made  to  the  thoroughly  satis^ 
factory  state  of  things  at  this  station.  The  Sabbath  morning  attendance 
has  ranged  from  65  to  80,  and  that  at  the  week-day  meeting  from  20  to 
25.  The  Communion  is  dispensed  monthly ;  the  number  of  communicanUs 
is  45.  There  is  a  congregational  Sabbath-school.  The  native  mission 
schools  are  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Italian  services  for  the  parents  of 
the  children,  and  others,  are  held  every  Sabbath  evening ;  and  there  is  an 
Italian  Sabbath-school,  with  45  scholars.  There  are  reguli^  Sabbath  services 
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on  board  tbe  floating  ^'Betnel/'  also  weekly  and  other  occasional  serrices. 
The  amount  raised  daring  the  year  by  church-door  collections  and  sub- 
scription books  was  £160. 

While  supplying  Rome  from  February  till  April,  Mr.  Gray  had  an 
efficient  substitute  in  Mr.  Barry,  of  Cambee. 

Lausanne. — There  is  no  break  throughout  the  year  in  the  services  at 
this  station.  The  Sabbath  morning  attendance  has  ranged  from  80  to 
110.  The  number  of  communicants  has  been  from  30  to  40.  There  is  a 
Sabbath- school  with  about  24  scholars.  Mr.  Buscarlet,  whose  work  among 
our  young  people  at  school  there  has  been  so  valuable,  has  three  Bible 
classes  during  the  week.  The  attendance  at  one  of  these  has  been 
between  60  and  70. 

In  native  work  Mr.  Buscarlet  continues  his  interest.  He  is  president 
of  the  Society  for  the  Sanctiflcation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Yaudois  Spanish  Committee. 

The  amount  raised  for  various  purposes  during  the  year  has  been  about 
£210.     To  the  Committee's  funds  £123,  16s.  have  been  remitted. 

It  should  be  mentioned  hero  that  Mr.  Buscarlet  was  present,  as  a 
deputy,  at  the  Fhiladelphian  Council,  and  that  when  there  he  rendered 
effective  service  in  the  interests  of  religion  on  the  Continent. 

Nice. — ^In  the  Becord  of  August  there  appeared  the  following : — 

"  The  Committee  receiyed  from  the  Presbytery  of  Italy  the  intimation  of  the 
resignation  (and  acceptance  thereof)  of  Mr.  Bum  Murdoch,  minister  of  the 
Church's  congregation  at  Nice.  Mr.  Bum  Murdoch  has  served  the  Church  there 
for  twenty-three  years.  To  his  energy  and  zeal  the  erection  of  the  church  and 
manse  was  due,  and  his  faithful  ministrations  had  secured  for  himself  and  for 
our  Church  many  influential  friends.  Mr.  Bum  Murdoch,  in  resigning  his  charge 
and  ministry  when  he  found  himself  no  longer  in  full  accord  with  the  Confession 
of  Faith,  gaye  a  characteristic  illustration  of  his  independent  and  honourable 
spirit.  He  is  followed,  in  his  retirement  from  the  ministry  of  our  Church,  with 
much  affectionate  regard." 

The  Station  has  been  supplied  during  the  season  by  Dr.  Couper,  of 
Burntisland,  and  Mr.  Collins,  of  Bonhill.  The  latter  took  the  place  of 
Mr.  Siddie,  of  Braemar,  who,  after  arriving  at  Nice,  was  prevented,  by 
serious  illness,  from  fulfilling  his  engagement.  Dr.  Couper,  whose  ministry 
was  greatly  valued,  has  intimated  to  the  Committee  his  sense  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  Station.  From  Mr.  Cazalet^  for  years  the  treasurer  of  the 
congregation,  the  Committee  have  received  much  disinterested  service. 
Mr.  Collins  reports  that,  at  a  recent  dispensation  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
as  many  as  80  communicated. 

Lisbon. — The  services  here  are  held  throughout  the  year.  There  has 
been  Sabbath  morning  attendance  of  from  60  to  70.  There  is  a  weekly 
Bible-class.  The  amount  of  native  mission  work  is  the  peculiar  feature 
of  this  Station.  Senhor  Meneses,  who  addressed  last  General  Apsembly, 
is  pastor  over  the  native  congregation  worshipping  in  the  Scotch  Church. 
He  reports  that  his  work  among  the  adults  and  the  children  has  been  much 
blessed  during  the  past  year,  as  well  as  his  work  at  Portalegre,  100  miles 
from  Lisbon.     Senhor  Carvalho,  evangelist,  reports  that  in  the  Cascao 
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congregation  the  attendance  on  Sabbatb  evenings  has  been  from  140  to 
180.  The  native  work  is  being  extended  in  various  directions  as  fands 
allow.  Over  it  all,  Mr.  Stewart  exercises  a  zealous  and  watchful  care. 
It  is  gratifying  to  have  to  say  that  the  church  buildings  are  now  free  of 
debt.  They  yield  rents  amounting  to  £180,  which  sum,  less  taxes,  is 
devoted  to  native  work. 

Pau. — From  Mr.  Brown^s  report  for  the  year  we  quote  the  following : — 

''The  services  at  Fan,  whicb  bad  been  discontinued  at  the  end  of  June, 
were  resumed  on  the  3d  October,  and  have  been  regularly  maintained.  The 
attendance  during  the  current  season  has  been  slightly  greater  than  it  was  last 
year,  the  forenoon  maximum  attendance  having  been  80,  and  the  afternoon  50. 
At  the  communion  in  February  there  were  50  present  at  the  tables,  out  of  65 
communicants  on  the  roll  (some  persons  are  always  absent  from  sickness  and 
other  causes).  The  Wednesday  lecture  has  been  fairly  attended,  and  the  yonng 
ladies  Bible-class  has  numbered  12  members.  Our  church  is  the  favonrite 
place  of  assembly  for  missionary  and  philanthropic  gatherings. 

"  Towards  the  close  of  the  winter  I  visited  an  interesting  little  group  of  English 
miners,  who  are  residing  at  a  village  in  the  mountains,  between  thirty  and  forty 
miles  from  Pau,  and  are  engaged  in  working  a  lead  mine  in  that  neighbourhood. 
They  are  chiefly  Cornish  and  Welsh  Methodists,  and  it  is  interesting  to  find  that 
they  meet  on  Sunday  mornings  for  worship,  and  on  Sunday  afternoons  for  Bible 
study  and  mutual  instruction.  I  had  a  pleasant  meeting  with  a  party  of  them 
at  my  hotel  on  a  week-day  evening,  and  promised  to  return  in  April  to  dispense 
the  communion.     They  were  most  thankful  for  this. 

"  The  following  is  an  Abstract  of  our  Treasurer's  Statement  for  the  year  ending 
3l8t  December  1880 :— 

Subscriptions  towards  Sustentation,    .         .        .  £160  15     7 

Ordinary  Churcb-door  Collections,       ...  30    0     3 

Special  do.  do.  ...  36     7     6 


£227     3    4 


i> 


It  has  only  to  be  added  that  there  is  a  week-day  lecture,  and  a  young 
ladies'  Bible-class,  and  that  Mr.  Brown  assists  regularly  in  Sabbath 
evening  evangelistic  meetings  among  the  native  population. 


II.— WINTER  STATIONS. 

These,  with  their  supply  during  the  past  season,  are  as  follow : — 

P  /  Mr.  Phiup,  Edinbni^h. 

^^^  '        •        •        •     \  Mr.  Gray,  Naples. 

pAnrKva  5  ^^  Cabslaw,  Helensbuigh. 

V/ANMB,       .        .        •     )  Mr.  Fleming,  Cuh^ss. 

Mkntonv,     .        .        .        Mr.  Silktrx,  Aberdeen. 

C  Mr.  Simfsok,  Laurencekirk. 
MoKTREUX, .        •        •     1  ^^^  Taylor,  Blisk. 

(  Mr.  Kxssek,  Bathgate. 

Rome. — At  this  Station,  to  be  transferred  now  to  the  list  of  permanent 
Stations,  the  attendance,  limited  at  first,  rose  to  its  usual  sise.  Mr. 
Philip  was  able  to  report  that,  at  the  communion  in  January,  sixty  persons 
sat  down  at  the  Lord's  table.  These  were  gathered  from  many  place^ 
and  various  churches. 
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From  Mr.  Oray's  report  we  qaote  the  following :  — 

*'The  morning  attendance  has  ranged  from  80  to  160  ;  the  afternooa  from  40 
to  SO.  At  our  weekly  eervice  (on  Wednesdays)  we  have  had  present  from  20 
to  40.  The  number  of  communicants  has  reached  as  many  as  91.  A  Sabbath- 
school  has  been  begun,  comprising  children  of  all  evangelical  denominations. 
The  Sabbath  collections  have  latterly  shown  a  marked  improvement." 

Mr.  Gray  had  associated  with  him  the  Rev.  Dr.  Milne,  of  Fyyie,  the 
representatiye  of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland,  with  whom  his 
relations  in  every  good  work  were  cordial  and  satisfactory. 

Cannes. — The  Committee  quote  the  following  sentences  from  the 
Record  of  March  : — 

"The  statistics  of  the  Sabbath  morning  attendance  at  this  Station  for  January 
were  as  foUow:— 2d,  130;  9th,  157;  16th,  147;  23d,  165;  30th,  170.  Th** 
church-door  collections  for  the  first  period  of  three  months  (November  till 
January)  amounted  to  £91,  18s.,  5d.  Besides  this,  there  was  raised,  during  that 
|)eriod,  by  special  appeal,  the  sum  of  £116,  Os.  lOd. ;  of  which  sum,  £109,  10s. 
was  expended  on  church  repairs,  heating,  ventilation,  etc.  To  the  funds  of  the 
Committee  there  has  been  remitted  the  sum  of  £95,  16s.  6d.  The  cost  to  the 
Committee  for  that  time  was  £60." 

The  services  of  Mr.  Carslaw  were  greatly  valued,  and  in  no  previous 
season  has  the  Station,  always  a  successful  one,  reached  such  a  measure 
of  prosperity,  or  exhibited  such  a  degree  of  liberality. 

Under  Mr.  Fleming  the  attendance  has  been  equally  large.  A  sentence 
from  a  recent  report  from  him  deserves  to  be  quoted : — 

** During  my  stay  here,"  he  says,  ''I  have  had  several  striking  instances  of 
the  value  of  the  Ck>mmittee'B  Station  here,  not  only  as  providing  religious 
ordinances  for  our  fellow-couutrymen,  but  as  a  centre  from  which  help  and 
encouragement  radiate  to  Protestant  institutions  in  France.'** 

Mentonb. — The  services  at  this  Station  were  begun,  from  unavoidable 
circumstances,  rather  late  in  the  season,  and  the  attendance  suffered 
somewhat  in  consequence.  Still,  considering  the  smaller  number  of  visitors, 
Mr.  Selkirk  was  greatly  encouraged  by  the  size  of  the  congregation,  and 
their  earnest  attention  to  the  preaching  of  the  Word.  By  request,  he 
held  a  Sabbath  evening  service  in  his  hotel.  He  had  also  a  prayer- 
meeting  every  Tuesday  forenoon,  which  was  well  attended.  Mr.  Selkirk 
took  an  earnest  interest  in  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  native  people, 
disseminating,  especially  on  certain  occasions  when  crowds  were  assembled 
in  the  streets,  Bible  "  portions ''  and  tracts.  To  Mrs.  Dudgeon,  who 
kindly  continued,  without  cost,  the  use  of  the  ball  for  Sabbath  worship, 
the  Committee  express  their  sincere  obb'gations. 

MoNTREUX. — Perhaps  on  no  previous  occasion  have  the  ministrations  of 
brethren  supplying  this  Station  been  more  appreciated  than  during  the  past 
season.  Mr.  Simpson  and  Mr.  Taylor  have  left  behind  them  the  record  of 
a  faithful  evangelical  minbtry.  To  quote  a  correspondent,  whose  services 
to  the  Station  the  Committee  highly  value,  "It  will  be  long  ere  the  strangers 
who  visit  Montreal  will  forget  the  Gospel  privileges  they  have  been 
favoured  with  from  October  until  now."  The  attendance  throughout  was 
most  encouraging.  Mr.  Kessen  has  just  entered  upon  his  work,  and  we  have 
received  a  report  showing  that,  while  many  of  the  winter  visitors  had  left, 
the  congregation  was  still  a  good  one,  numbering  between  60  and  70. 

*  The  total  refund  from  Cannes  is  £160,  98.  Od.  against  an  outlay  by  the  Committee  of 
£120. 
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III.— SUMMER  STATIONS. 

The  ministers  who  officiated  at  these  were  the  following : — 
Aix-les-Bains,    .  Mr.  Falconer,  Edinburgh. 

T  finwui^-w  5  ^^'  I^oss,  Bridge  of  Allan. 

i-ucEB^B,    ....      I  Mr.  Gordon,  Douglas. 

T^-.,™,  .^„«  i  Mb.  Ross,  Dnndonald. 

lirrERLAKEN,        .  .      |  Mr.  Paul,  Dollar. 

<5TWTn'iw  /  ^^'  ^AJf KRON,  St.  John*s,  Glasgow. 

OT^nriN,      .        .         .        •     I  Mr.  Crawpori)  Smith,  Monifieth. 

Aix-les-Bains. — Mr.  Falconer  officiated  here  during  May  and  Jane. 
The  congregation  numbered  18  at  first,  but  rose  to  80.  In  his 
report  he  remarked: — "There  is  no  room  to  doubt  the  utility  of  our 
Station  here,  for  from  others  than  Presbyterians  I  have  bad  the  most 
cordial  expressions  of  gratitude  for  the  provision  of  ordinances  by  our 
Church.*'  Mr.  Falconer  had  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  which  was  attended 
by  20  persons. 

LuoERNB  ANn  Interlakbn. — The  reports  from  the  brethren  who  offi- 
ciated  at  those  Stations  show  that  their  importance  is  decidedly  on  the 
increase.  The  attendance  at  both  Stations  was  remarkably  good,  and  the 
appreciation  of  the  serrices  provided  by  our  Church  was  most  unmistak- 
ably expressed  by  ministers  and  members  of  many  Churches.  The 
collections  were  good,  rather  above  the  average  of  former  years. 

Stettin. — The  services  were  begun  with  Augusl,  and  lasted  till  the 
17th  October.  Mr.  Cameron  and  Mr.  Crawford  Smith  both  reported 
favourably,  on  the  whole,  regarding  the  Station.  The  means  of  grace 
provided  are  greatly  valued  by  the  few  British  residents,  and  by  several 
English-speaking  Germans  who  avail  themselves  of  them.  To  bring  out 
the  sailors  to  church  requires  no  little  toil,  even  with  the  assistance  of 
capUdns  and  officers  of  the  ships,  which  is  found  to  be  readily  given.  But 
the  work  is  a  most  useful  one,  and  repays  the  toil.  Mr.  Smith  reported 
the  average  Sabbath  forenoon  attendance  to  have  been  40. 

In  closing  their  Report,  the  Committee  must  refer  to  the  state  of  their 
funds. 

Their  finances  are  not  in  such  a  position  as  is  desirable  in  view  of  the 
large  and  growing  work  intrusted  to  their  care.  The  sums  received  from 
legacies  and  donations  have  been  materially  less  than  in  previous  years, 
and  the  annual  collection,  like  that  of  the  other  Schemes  of  the  Church, 
has  not  yielded  the  same  results  as  formerly.  But  they  feel  very  con- 
fident that  the  Church  will  more  and  more  realise  the  value  and  importance 
of  evangelical  work  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  and  will  not  withhold 
the  funds  needful  to  maintain  and  extend  it  with  even  increased  efficiency. 
That  a  quite  remarkable  influence  is  possessed  by  us  among  the  Continental 
Churches  is  increasingly  apparent, — an  influence  which  is  a  great  trust 
committed  to  U8  by  Uie  Church's  Head.  The  work  is  His,  and  has 
experienced  no  small  share  of  blessing  in  the  past.  The  Committee  com- 
mend to  the  enlarged  liberalities  of  the  Church  a  cause  so  interesting  and 
so  fruitful 

D.  MACLAGAN,  1  r  .  ,  ^ 

A.  G.  YOUNG,     f  ^otnt^Oonvenen. 

JAS.  G.  MACKINTOSH,  Secretary. 
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APPENDIX. 


ABSTRACT  ACCOUNTS   OF  CONTINENTAL   FUND. 


CHARGE. 

I.  Balance  of  last  Account,  ending  SOtli  March  1880, 

II.  Collection  and  Contributions  during  the  year — 

1.  Congregational  Collections,  .  .     £1704     6 

2.  General  Donations,  . 

3.  Special  Donations,    . 

4.  Legacies, 

5.  Jnyenile  Offerings,   . 

6.  Returns  from  Stations, 

7.  Interest  on  Investments, 

III.  Interest  accrued,  . 


70  14  0 

98  10  0 

372  13  1 

34     8  4 

600     2  4 

72     4  5 


£1428     8     7 


2952  18     4 
0  12  11 

£4381   19  10 


DISCHARGE. 

I.  Stations,  Cost  of,   . 

IL  Grants  to  Foreign  Churches  and  Societies, 
IIL  Special  Donations  paid  over,  .... 

IV.  Travelling  Expenses  of  Deputations,  Members  of  Com- 
mittee, Bursary,  and  Books  to  Stations, 
V.  Proportion  of  General  Charges,     .... 

VI.  Annual  Collection  Expenses,  .... 

VII.  Expenses,  Salary  of  Secretary,  Printing  Report,  Adver- 
tising, etc.,        ...... 

VIII.  Balance  in  favour  of  Committee  for  current  work, 


£2479     6  3 

728     6  8 

75  19  0 

48  15  1 

77     0  0 

36    3  5 

160    4  0 

776    5  5 


£4381  19  10 


No.  vm. 
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FIFTY-FIRST  REPORT. 


Thb  year  1880  opens  a  new  period  in  our  missionaiy  historj.  The 
founders  and  the  fathers  of  onr  Church's  Missions  have  covered,  hy  their 
labours,  nearly  the  past  half  century.  In  Calcutta,  Dnff,  Mackay,  Ewart, 
and  John  Macdonald ;  in  Bombay,  John  Wilson  and  Nesbit ;  in  Madras, 
John  Anderson,  Johnston,  and  Braid  wood ;  in  Nagpore,  Stephen  Hislop ; 
in  Kafraria,  John  Ross,  Laing,  and  Govan  have  left  to  us  a  noble  inheri- 
tance of  missionary  methods,  churches,  and  colleges.  There  remain 
with  us,  after  abundant  labours  abroad,  still  doing  the  Master's  work. 
Professor  T.  Smith  and  Mr.  Fyfe,  Dr.  M.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Inglis, 
long  of  the  New  Hebrides.  Of  their  successors  now  on  the  regular  staff 
abroad,  only  one  dates  his  appointment  so  far  back  as  1850,  and  three  at 
1855-56.  Ood  gave  to  His  departed  servants  long  life,  unresting  energy, 
and  burning  enthusiasm,  so  that  they  were  permitted  to  reap  the  fruit  as 
well  as  sow  the  seed  of  the  Kingdom.  In  India  they  founded  two  sets  of 
Institutions,  in  1830  and  1843;  in  Africa  their  stations,  churches,  and 
colleges  were  again  and  again  renewed  after  successive  wars,  which,  the 
combatants  admitted,  the  missionaries'  divine  message  mitigated,  and,  if 
proclaimed  earlier,  might  have  prevented.  Their  converts,  Brahman, 
Parsee,  and  Kafir,  have  long  been  the  ordained  missionaries  and  pastors 
not  only  of  our  own  Church,  but  of  the  other  evangelical  Missions  sent 
forth  by  Great  Britain  and  America. 

We  have  entered  on  the  second  half  century  of  our  aggressive  spiritual 
work,  seeking  to  realise  the  additional  responsibility  which  God,  through 
them,  has  laid  upon  us.  The  close  of  1880  saw  our  largely  increased 
missionary  staff  complete,  with  only  one  vacancy.  Continued  war  in 
Africa  affected  our  Zulu  and  northern  Kafrarian  stations,  but  we  have  been 
graciously  spared  the  desolation  which  has  swept  over  the  neighbouring 
fields  of  our  French  brethren.  The  results  almost  everywhere  seem  to 
mark  growing  spiritual  prosperity  side  by  side  with  educational  efficiency. 
The  census  taken  by  the  Government  of  India  on  the  17th  February  1881, 
and  carried  out  in  more  accurate  detail  among  all  Protestant  Missions 
there,  will  soon  fell  us,  comparatively,  the  triumphs  of  the  Christian  Church 
during  the  past  decade,  so  far  as  statistics  can  coldly  estimate  these. 

At  home  our  own  Church  has  continued  to  increase  in  the  grace 
of  liberality.  The  year  1879-80  showed  an  increase  in  the  Committee's 
t4ital  revenue  of  £7240 ;  the  year  1880-81  has  advanced  that  revenue 
by  £8601,  making  it  £64,816.     But  the  £14,681  of  this,  directly  from 
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congregations,  is  only  an  instalment  of  what,  in  prayer  and  labour, 
the  Gharch  will  do,  as  the  conscientiousness  of  its  ministers,  office-bearers, 
and  teachers,  and  the  improving  organisation  of  the  Foreign  Misnons 
Committee,  allow  each  communicant  and  each  child  to  realise  the  duty 
and  the  privilege  of  personally  helping  in  the  missionary  crusada  If 
there  are  350,000  members  and  adherents  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland ; 
if  there  are  200,000  children  in  its  Sabbath-schools,  and  if  the  latter 
number  may  be  increased  to  represent  those  who  receive  instmction 
in  families,  what  should  we  be,  and  how  much  should  we  give,  as  a 
Missionary  Church  ? 

I.  ADMINISTBATION  AT  HOME,  1880-81. 

Revenue, — ^The  whole  sum  raised  by  and  through  the  Free  Church  for 
evangelising  the  Heathen  and  Mohammedans,  the  Jews,  our  Colonies  and 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  was  £79,111,  against  £74,342  in  the  preceding 
year.   Of  that  amount  we  have  had  to  administer  £64,643,  against  £56,015 
in  the  previous  year,  devoted  to  the  Hindoos,  Parsees,  Mohammedans,  and 
demon-worshippers  of  India^  to  the  many  varieties  of  the  Bantu  or  great 
Kafir  race  in  South  and  Central  Africa,  to  the  Melanesian  and  Polynesian 
peoples  of  the  New  Hebrides  Islands,  and  to  the  Medical  Mission  in 
conjunction  with  the  Lebanon  Schools  Society.     Small  though  the  purely 
congregational  increase  of  the  year  be,  or  £319,  following  an  addition  of 
£256  from  the  same  source  in  the  preceding  year,  it  shows  the  importance 
of  fostering  the  development  of  asssoeiation^.     We  have  been  careful  to 
carry  out  the  instfuctions  of  last  General  Assembly  in  this  respect,  and 
also  in  visiting  the  Presbyteries  and  congregations  in  detail     In  this 
we  have  been  powerfully  assisted  by  the  presence  and  the  impassioned 
addresses  of  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Cooper  and  the  Rev.  Karayan  Sheshadri. 
Indeed,  since  the  latter  landed  in  Scotland  on  the  6th  January  1881,  to 
the  present  time,  Jiardly  a  day  has  passed  in  which  the  first  educated 
Brahman  of  the  Dekhan  of  India,  has  not  testified  to  a  vast  audience  of 
the  people,  or  an  influential  meeting  of  Presbytery  or  Synod,  the  wonder- 
Idl  works  of  God,  alike  through  our  colleges,  schools,  and  rural  missions. 
These  missionaries,  Mr.  Fyfe  for  a  time,  Mr.  IngUs  and  Mr.  Stothert 
occasionally,  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Campbell  of  Markinch  (formerly  of  Madras), 
and  the  Secretary,  have  in  this  way  visited  during  the  year  the  Presby- 
teries of  Hamilton  (completed),  Dumbarton,  Aberdeen,  Elgin,  Nairn, 
Inverness,  Dingwall,  Tain,  Caithness,  Ayr,  Haddington  and  Dunbar,  and 
the  Synod  of  Dumfries. 

Great  missionary  meetings  for  both  young  and  old  have  been  bek)  in 
Edinburgh,  Leith,  Ratho,  Penicuik,  Glasgow,  Paisley,  Greenock,  Ayr, 
Troon,  Saltcoats,  Kilmarnock,  Rothesay,  Dundee,  St  Andrews,  Brougbty- 
Ferry,  Kirkcaldy,  Anstrutber,  Montrose,  Arbroath,  Blairgowrie,  Abeideen, 
Huntly,  Portsoy,  and  Insch.  Thousands  have  thus  been  brooght,  on 
Sabbath  and  week-days,  into  living  contact  with  the  work  which  it  is 
theirs  to  do,  through  our  missionaries.  Mr.  Sheshadri  has  also  addressed 
the  Synod,  and  the  principal  centres  and  congregations  of  the  Presbyterian 
Chnreh  of  England,  and  he  has  been  invited  to  visit  our  brethren  in 
Ireland,  just  before  he  retims  to  India  on  the  rising  of  the  General 
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Afisembly.  Several  new  associations  have  been  established.  In  most 
cases  meetings  have  been  held  with  collectors  and  office-bearers.  For 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  Missions,  social  and  practical  con- 
ferences have  l)een  held  with  some  two  thousand  of  the  collectors  of  the 
Foreign  Missions'  and  Ladies'  Society*))  funds  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow. 
To  these,  to  all  our  missionary  collectors  and  treasurers,  and  to  the  Bev. 
B.  M.  Thornton  in  Glasgow,  to  whom  largely  we  owe  the  impulse  which 
has  resulted  in  a  net  increase  of  £202  from  that  Presbytery  alone,  hearty 
acknowledgment  is  due* 

Juvenile  Contribuiiona, — We  view  it  as  even  more  important  that  the 
young  should  be  trained  in  a  knowledge  of  the  missionary  duty  and  work 
of  the  Church  than  that  the  association  machinery  should  be  well  main- 
tained and  extended.  The  young  of  our  families,  congregational  and 
ministers'  classes,  are  the  missionaries,  the  office-bearers,  the  collectors, 
the  members  of  the  near  future.  The  new  system  of  the  past  two  years 
has  proved  so  successful  that  it  will  now  be  applied  on  a  more  uniform 
scale.  Before  1st  November  in  each  year  the  Secretary  sends  to  each 
Sabbath-school  superintendent  a  scheme  of  five  objects  to  which  the  mis- 
sionary-box collection  may  be  devoted  every  two  months,  leaving  the 
sixth  period  of  the  year  for  any  local  objects  Five  illustrated  leaflets 
describing  the  objects  are  circulated  to  all  who  adopt  the  plan.  To  excite 
an  intelligent  interest  in  all  Foreign  Misdons,  the  Secretary  prepares  an 
annual  lecture  illustrated  by  fifty  or  sixty  views  shown  through  the  oxy* 
hydrogen  or  ordinary  magic-lantern.  The  1879  series,  relating  to  India, 
was  in  1880  sent  from  congregation  to  congregation  in  the  Presbytery  of 
Aberdeen,  and  other  parts  of  the  north,  by  the  corresponding  member,  Bev. 
Henry  W.  Bell — and  also  in  Wigtownshire.  The  1880  series,  on  Africa, 
has  proved  even  more  popular,  with  large  audiences,  in  Edinburgh  and 
many  towns  of  central  Scotland.  Each  set  will  be  available  next  autumn, 
with  MS.  lectnre  which  any  intelligent  teacher  may  read,  at  the  small 
fee  of  five  shillings.  The  1881  lecture  is  already  in  preparation  for  next 
season,  the  subject  being  the  Bomance  of  Evangelical  Missions,  with 
views  of  all  of  them  from  John  Eliot's  to  those  of  Carey  and  Judson, 
Morrison  and  Williams,  Wilson  and  Duff.  In  more  than  one  instance 
the  young  people  have,  after  the  lecture,  written  essays  describing  the 
Missions,  a  practice  that  should  be  generally  encouraged  by  ministers  and 
teachers.  The  Welfare  of  Youth  Committee,  by  adoring  the  fifty  years' 
history  of  our  Missions  as  a  subject  of  prize  essay,  have  given  a  healthy 
impulse  to  the  study  on  higher  lines.  Including  the  New  Year  offering 
(for  Genoa  Bethel),  the  juvenile  contributions  have  increased  from 
£1220  to  £1770,  a  mere  instalment  of  what  they  may  yet  become; 

The  Four  Capital  Funds, — So  carefully  does  the  Committee  enforce  the 
principle  that  the  whole  current  offerings  of  the  Church  every  year  shall 
be  spent  on  its  purely  spiritual  and  fruitful  work  abroad,  that  we  still  con- 
tinue without  such  a  working  balance  and  reserve  fiind  as  all  similar 
organisations  enjoy.  But  all  experience  since  1843  justifies  this  faith  in 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland.  Sums  bequeathed  for  investment  yielded 
only  £1753  last  year.  We  began  the  year  with  a  balance  of  £414 ;  we 
closed  it  with  only  £460.  But  if  we  are  safely  to  continue  this  policy  of 
prayer  and  faith,  we  must  jealously  guard  those  small  capital  funds  which 
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are  demanded  by  the  necessities  of  a  growing  Mission  now  entering  its  fifty- 
second  year.  Inyalided  missionaries;  widows  and  orphans;  buildings, 
repairs,  and  heavy  mnncipal  taxes ;  and,  now,  the  happy  increase  of  native 
congregations  whose  pastors'  incomes  it  is  important  to  supplement,  should 
all  depend  on  the  interest  of  capital,  under  a  healthy  financial  system. 
Beginning  with  the  last,  these  four  Funds  stand  thus : — 

(1.)  Duff  Suttentation  Fund  for  Native  Pastors. — Under  the  approval 
of  last  General  Assembly  this  Fund  has  been  formed  from  the  Jubilee 
offerings  of  1880.  It  begins  with  £4316,  and  on  reaching  £5000  will 
be  invested  at  four  per  cent  as  the  nucleus  of  a  Fund  which,  when  trans- 
ferred to  India  and  Africa,  may  yet  exceed  that  of  the  mother  Church,  even 
if  its  children  in  the  faith  increase  only  at  the  rate  of  the  past  twenty  years. 
Not  more  than  a  third  of  the  1040  congregations  have  yet  subscribed  to 
this  agency,  for  which,  we  trust,  legacies  also  will  frequently  be  left  The 
Native  Churches  which  have  the  first  claim  upon  its  aid  are  those  of 
Santalia,  for  which  the  Barclay  congregation  gave  a  large  offering;  Bengal, 
for  which  the  Calcutta  congregation  has  sent  Rs.3l58,  and  those  of 
Kafraria,  which,  out  of  their  poverty,  gave  £60.  The  noble  bequest 
of  the  late  Dr.  Hugh  Miller  will  soon  be  available  to  help  native  and 
medical  missions  in  and  around  Bombay. 

(2.)  The  Invalided  Missionaries^  Fund,  amounting  to  £16,000,  will  not 
after  this  year  be  equal  to  the  demands  upon  it ;  and,  however  carefully 
administered,  in  addition  to  that  held  by  the  Daff  trustees,  it  will  require 
a  large  increase  of  capital  to  provide  for  growing  needs.  The  missionaries, 
it  must  be  remembered,  have  no  claim  on  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers' 
Fund. 

(3.)  I%e  Missionaries*  Widows'  and  Orphans*  Fund  has  a  capital  of 
£11,671,  which  is  charged  with  the  support  at  present  of  seven  widows, 
and  liabilities  for  the  large  staff  of  Indian  missionaries.  It  has  long  been 
the  desire  of  the  Committee  to  put  the  Fund  on  an  actuarial  basis,  and 
uniformly  apply  it  to  all  the  European  agents,  ordained,  medical,  and 
teaching,  some  47  in  number,  in  India,  Africa,  Melanesia,  and  Syria.  It 
was  resolved,  after  long  discussion,  and  under  the  orders  of  last  General 
Assembly,  to  use  part  of  the  capital  in  placing  the  missionaries  on  the 
Ministers'  Widows'  Fund,  and  to  apply  the  remainder  to  secure  additional 
benefits  under  the  Scheme  of  Mr.  A.  B.  McQueen  Mackintosh,  or  in  some 
other  way.  On  communicating  with  all  the  missionaries  it  was  found 
that  many  of  them  had  no  wish  to  be  plaoed  on  the  Ministers'  Fund,  and 
accordingly  this  Committee's  proposal  took  the  limited  form,  for  the  time, 
of  negotiating  the  admission  of  the  present  uninsured  and  all  future 
European  missionaries,  ordained,  medical,  and  lay,  on  a  uniform  scheme. 
Thia  has  been  declined  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Ministers'  Fund,  and  we 
have  held  a  conference  with  them  without  any  definite  result.  In  the 
negotiations,  the  Committee  has  enjoyed  the  able  advice  of  Mr.  James 
Meikle,  Actnary. 

(4.)  The  Mission  Building  Fund  stands  at  £6500  and  will  be  en- 
couraged to  grow  until  it  reaches  Dr.  Duff's  minimum  of  £10,000,  to  yield 
interest  enough  for  repairs  and  tazesL 


▼ni. 


nMANCIAL  RESULTS. 


Finaneial  BuuUi, — ^The  following  smnmary  shows  the  whole  income 
receiyed  doring  the  year  ending  3 let  March  1881 : — 

Ordinary  Home  Hetfmue — 


from  AsBOciationi, 

From  Ghurch-door  CollectioiiB, 


1880«.  187M0.  1878.79. 

£1M23        £13,170        £12,977 
1,258  1,192  1,129 


Donations, 

Do.,    for  Special  Ohjects, 
Legacies, 

Juvenile  Offerings  (direct), 
Interest  on  Invested  Capital, 

Total  Ordinary  Home  Revenue, 

In  Addition — 

Contributions  to  Livingstonia  Mission,    . 
Children's  New- Year  Offering, 
Contributions  to  '*  Bethel "  Village  Fund, 
Ladies'  Society  for  Female  Education, 
Special  Contributions  sent  direct  to  stations, 
Scholarships,  etc.,  at  Poena  (Interest),    . 
Sustentation  Fund  for  Native  Pastors,    . 
Contributions  for  Mission  Buildings, 
Contributions  to  Widows'  Fund,     . 
Invalided  Missionaries'  Fund, 
Gordon  Memorial  Mission  (Interest), 
Contributed  abroad,  viz. :— > 

By  Europeans, .  •        •        . 

„  Native  Churches,    . 
Besides  these  sums  there  were  received — 

Government  Grants-in-aid,  . 

School  Fees,        .... 

Total  ExvxNTTX  ntoM  ALL  SovROXs,      £64,643        £56,015         £48,775 

Deputation  to  South  AfriccL— On  18th  October  1864,  on  his  return 
from  India,  and  a  careful  inspection  of  the  stations  in  Eafraria,  Dr.  Duff, 
the  Convener,  submitted  a  Mtnute  reorganising  the  Mission  there.  As 
adopted  by  the  Committee,  and  ever  since  in  force,  it  transferred  the  local 
missionary  supervision  from  the  Presbytery  to  a  Mission  Council,  an 
Educational  Board,  and  a  Financial  Board,  all  communicating  with  each 
other,  and  directly  with' this  Committee.  On  20th  November  1866,  this 
Minute  was  repeated,  and  to  it  was  added  another  reorganising  the 
Lovedale  Institution,  so  as  specially  to  train  '^  native  agents  for  the  pro- 
pagation and  maintenance  of  the  Gospel,"  whether  '^  of  the  highest  order 
of  attainment,"  as  Ordained  Eyangelists  and  pastors,  or  Vernacular  cate- 
chists  and  readers,  or  Anglo-vernacular  licentiates.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Stewart  was  sent  out  to  Lovedale  "charged  with  the  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  *'  these  instructions.  In  the  sixteen  years  since  that 
time,  the  new  organisation  has  been  extended  to  every  new  station  and 
Institution  like  Blythswood,  the  large  Fingo  subscriptions  for  which  have 
laid  the  Committee  under  new  responsibilities.  Lovedale  has  become, 
according  to  the  most  varied  testimony,  more  than  even  Dr.  Duff  anti- 
cipated as  an  industrial  and  training  Institution.  It  has  sent  forth 
five  Kafir  pastorsi  of  whom  two  are  ordained  ministers  of  our  own  Church.. 


£14,681 

£14,362 

£14,106 

2,562 

1,398 

1,170 

1,265 

677 

1,122 

4,127 

6.792 

3,489 

754 

605 

425 

1,753 

2,0S4 
£25,918 

988 

£25,142 

£21,300 

5,204 

1,386 

1,044 

680 

615 

615 

474 

134 

319 

3,974 

4,215 

3,891 

294 

492 

480 

45 

45 

45 

4,316 

1,872 

2,048 

2.395 

890 

1,046 

899 

553 

42 

40 

236 

235 

235 

3,074 

3,014 

2,463 

901 

963 

509 

8,786 

8,567 

8,243 

8,202 

7,295 

6,297 
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The  Mrnnte  of  1866  contemplated  the  "union  of  Presbyterian  Charcfaes 
in  the  Colony,"  and  last  year  the  United  Presbyterian  and  Free  Oburch 
Presbyteries  sent  home  a  joint-minute  of  conference  with  a  view  to  that. 
Another  result  of  Dr.  Dnfifs  visit  was  the  establishment  of  two  new 
Missions  in  Natal,  at  Pietermaritzburg  and  Impolweni,  and  the  accept- 
ance of  a  trust  generously  laid  upon  us  by  the  noble  Aberdeen  family — the 
endowment  and  management  of  the  Gordon  Memorial  Mission.  These 
new  Missions,  the  position  of  Blythswood  and  Duffbank,  the  fact  that  the 
three  Boards  and  the  Presbytery  have  not  always  worked  without  friction, 
the  desirability  of  securing  that  the  whole  Mission  shall  co-operate  in  the 
supply  of  native  pastors  through  Lovedale,  and  the  projected  union  of  the 
Kafir  and  Colonial  Churches,  "  contemplated  "  in  1866,  and  again  referred 
home, — these  considerations,  and  our  duty  to  our  own  brethren,  of  whom  the 
Church  sees  less  than  of  missionaries  from  tropical  lands,  have  led  the 
Committee  to  resolve  to  send  out  a  deputation  to  stimulate  and  inspect  onr 
African  Missions.  Such  a  deputation  has  been  often  asked  for  by  the 
brethren,  and  will  be  welcomed  by  them. 

Madras  Christian  College. — The  last  Gkneral  Assembly  of  the 
Established  Church,  like  that  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  ''authorised 
its  Foreign  Mission  Committee  to  proceed  with  negotiations  with  the  other 
contracting  bodies,  with  a  view  to  the  forming  of  a  United  Christian 
College  at  Madras,  and  to  contribute  a  sum  not  exceeding  £600  a  year, 
provided  the  state  of  their  funds  will  permit  of  this,  without  curtailing  any 
of  the  operations  in  which  the  Committee  are  at  present  engaged." 
Immediately  thereafter,  its  Sub-Committee  reported  to  us  that  it  had 
not  sufficient  funds,  and  therefore  could  not  fulfil  the  conditions  of  the 
proposed  co-operation  ''  in  the  meantime."  On  this  we  expressed  regret 
But  we  do  not  abandon  the  hope  of  seeing  this  great  catholic  enterprise  for 
the  extension  of  Christ's  Kingdom  in  South  India  more  fully  carried  out 
The  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society  is  corresponding  with  us,  with  the  view 
of  calling  into  action  the  Home  Board  approved  of  by  last  General 
Assembly  for  the  management  of  the  United  College.  The  Church 
Missionary  Society  continue  their  valued  aid,  and  we  trust  that  the  Boards 
when  created,  may  lead  the  London  Missionary  Society  to  join  us.  The 
two  questions  of  restoring  to  the  College  the  full  grant-in-aid  to  which  it 
is  entitled,  and  of  more  heartily  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Despatch 
of  1854  were  represented  to  the  Right  Honourable  W.  P.  Adam  on  hia 
appointment  as  Governor  of  Madras.  His  Excellency  received  most  favour- 
ably deputati(ms  from  our  Committee,  and  from  the  more  general  Council 
on  Education  in  India,  which,  headed  by  Lord  Halifax,  has  since  recently 
had  a  hopeful  interview  with  the  Marquis  of  Hartington  at  the  India 
Office.  Meanwhile  we  have  been  compelled  temporarily  to  increase  onr 
grant  to  the  College,  which  continues  to  be  conducted  with  more  efficiency 
than  ever.  One  of  its  ablest  students  there,  and  a  teacher,  baa  been 
baptized,  not  in  Madras,  however,  where  the  persecution  of  his  relatives 
kept  him  from  our  Missionaries,  but  in  the  Telugoo  country,  where  he  is 
assisting  the  Canadian  Missionaries  to  instruct  the  thousands  who,  after 
the  great  famine,  sought  to  enter  the  Church. 

Second  Oeneral  Council  of  the  Presbyterian  AlUmnee  at  Philadelphieu'^ 
The  Convener  and  Secretaries,  the  Bev.  N.  Sheshadri  and  T.  Neilaon, 
attended,  among  the  twenty-one  delegates  firom  the  Free  Cbttrch,  the  Second 
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General  Connoil  of  the  Presbyterian  AUianoe,  beld  at  Philadelphia  in 
September  1880.  The  Gooncil,  which  proved  to  be  an  almost  oecumenical 
missionary  gathering,  passed  the  following  resolutioDs,  and  appointed  an 
American  and  a  European  Committee  to  give  them  practical  e£fect,  and 
to  report  at  the  next  meeting,  to  be  held  in  Belfast  in  1884 : — 

"That  the  81100608  which  has  attended  the  work  of  foreign  misoions  daims 
devovt  gratitnde  to  Gk>d  from  the  whole  Christian  Chnrch ;  and  the  desire 
expressed  for  such  co-operation  as  may  he  found  suitable  should  he  recognised  aa 
one  of  the  most  hopeful  signs  of  the  future.  That  the  Council  is  deeply  impreased 
with  the  importance  of  close  union  in  the  practical  work  of  the  mission  field 
among  the  fteformed  Churches  ;  and,  approyiug  generally  of  the  recommendations 
aocompanyiog  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Co-operation  in  Foreign  Mission 
Work,  and  remitting  the  same  to  the  various  Churches  of  the  Alliance  for  their 
consideration,  regards  it  as  most  desirable  and  timely  were  the  Churches  repre- 
sented in  this  Council  to  adopt  such  measures  as  in  their  wisdom  might  seem 
meet  for  maturely  considering  the  question  of  the  best  means  of  further 
organising  and  unifying  evangeluation  in  the  several  fields  in  which  a  plurality 
of  Presbyterian  missions  are  contiguously  established,  and  this  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  interests  and  claims  of  the  parent  Churches." 

It  will  be  seen  throughout  this  Beport  that  the  Free  Church's  Com- 
mittee has  ever  striven  to  act  on  such  resolutions,  and  more  particularly  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  First  Council,  renewed  by  the  Second,  aa  to 
co-operation  in  South  AMcan  Missions. 

Second  Council  of  tht  Presbyterian  AUiance  of  India  and  the  Formula. 
— This  purely  Indian  Alliance  of  Presbyterian  Churches,  to  which  our 
three  Presbyteries  there  send  representatives,  with  the  sanction  of  the 
Gkneral  Assembly,  at  its  second  meeting  at  Allahabad  last  January, 
resolved  to  ask  the  Free  Church,  in  common  with  the  other  Churches 
represented  in  the  Council,  to  delegate  to  it  the  duty  of  dealing,  on 
appeal,  with  native  cases  of  discipline  (not  heresy)  according  to  the  form 
of  process  of  the  Free  Chnrch,  when  parties  consent  to  such  arbitration. 
The  last  General  Assembly  having  referred  to  us  an  Overture  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Madras  to  the  same  effect,  we  respectfully  renew  our  sug- 
gestion made  to  the  Assembly  of  1878,  that  it  should  formally  recognise  the 
importance  of  instrumentalities  whereby  cases  of  discipline,  in  which 
parties  are  natives  of  India,  may  be  decided  finally  in  India.  We  further 
feel  the  importance  of  our  own  Presbyteries  being  formed  into  a  Synod, 
and  this  question  we  have  referred  to  them  for  their  opinion. 

The  same  Council  considered  the  question  of  a  formula  for  native 
Churches.  That  is  still  before  a  joint-committee  of  the  three  Presbyterian 
Cfanrehes  of  Scotland.  We  submit,  in  the  Appendix,  the  draft,  which  is 
Btill  under  consideration,  for  information  only. 

The  Livingstonia  Mission. — On  the  14th  March  1881,  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Main  and  James  White,  Esq.  of  Overtoun,  the  Conveners,  issued  a 
**  Statement  by  Foreign  Missions  and  Livingstonia  Committees  relative  to 
reports  on  the  Blantyre  Mission  of  the  Established  Church  of  Scotland^  which 
were  submitted  to  Commission  of  its  Oeneral  Assembly  on  2d  March  1881.'' 
The  Committees  made  no  remark  on  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee, 
or  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Commission  of  the  Established  Church's 
Assembly.  But  as  the  reports  of  the  two  agents  who  went  out  to 
Blantyre  to  investigate  the  charges  contain  statements  designed  to  throw 
a  large  share  of  responsibility  on  the  Livingstonia  missionaries,  and  aa 
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these  allegations  were  made  on  ez  parte  evidence,  the  Committees  bad  no 
option  but  to  publish  the  results  of  the  inquiry  to  which  they  themselves 
had  been  led,  by  the  previous  report  made  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Established  Church,  1st  June  1880.  The  Committees'  *'  Statement" 
is  thus  summarised ;  it  has  been  sent  to  every  minister,  and  to  a  large 
number  of  the  office-bearers  of  the  Free  Church  : — 

1.  The  instructions  issued  to  the  Livingstonia  missionarieB  were  care- 
fully framed  to  inculcate  forbearance  and  kind  and  gentle  treatment  to 
natives.  Further,  as  soon  as  the  Committees  heard  of  the  events  at  Blan- 
tyre  (long  before  these  were  published  by  Mr.  Chimside),  they  sent  ont 
still  more  definite  instructions  forbidding  corporal  punishment,  and  ap- 
proving of  deportation  of  those  natives  who  might  be  guilty  of  crimes  that 
could  not  be  passed  over  with  safety.  Still  further :  In  conference  with 
the  Established  Church  Committee  in  June  1879  and  February  1880,  the 
Free  Church  Committee  declined  to  accede  to  the  principle  of  the  mission 
undertaking  the  civil  administration  of  its  territory.  2.  As  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Livingstonia  agents  at  Blantyre.  Three  Free  Church  agents 
were  successively  in  charge  at  Blantyre,  at  the  request  of  the  Established 
Church,  when  the  Blantyre  Mission  was  in  straits.  The  first  was  the 
Bev.  Dr.  James  Stewart,  who  declares  that  he  never  approved  of  flogging, 
and  during  the  fifteen  years  he  has  spent  in  Africa  has  invariably  pre- 
vented it  when  proposed.  None  of  the  punishments  complained  of  at 
31antyre  took  place  while  he  was  there.  Second :  Rev.  Dr.  Laws.  No 
corporal  punishment  took  place  at  Blantyre  while  he  was  there ;  and  as 
to  the  execution  of  Manga,  which  took  place  when  he  was  no  longer  in 
charge,  and  when  he  was  absent  from  Blantyre,  but  for  which  he  is  said 
to  have  become  responsible  by  expressing  approbation.  Dr.  Laws  denies 
that  he  took  any  such  responsibility.  Third  :  James  Stewart,  Esq.,  G.E., 
was  not  trained  at  Livingstonia,  nor  in  the  service  previously  of  the  Free 
Church,  but  having  arrived  at  Livingstonia  vA  a  volunteer,  he  was,  after 
two  months,  transferred  to  Blantyre  to  meet  the  necessities  there. 
Reference  is  made  to  Mr.  Stewart's  own  letter,  annexed  to  the  Established 
Church  report,  in  which  the  account  of  the  punishment  administered  to 
one  native,  under  Mr.  Stewart's  authority,  is  contradicted  in  some  im- 
portant points.  In  addition,  it  is  pointed  out  that,  while  the  Free  Church 
Committees  cannot  be  responsible  for  what  these  gentlemen  did  while  act- 
ing under  the  instructions  of  others,  and  reporting  to  those  who  instructed 
them,  in  point  of  fact  the  communications  from  the  Established  Church 
Committee  to  the  agents  at  Blantyre  proceeded  on  the  idea  that  the  set- 
tlement was  a  kind  of  colony,  where  jurisdiction  must  be  exercised,  and 
offences  repressed  by  punishment.  3.  As  to  the  practice  at  LivingBtonia» 
the  Committees  remark  that  the  first  instructions  naturally  could  not 
provide  for  all  cases.  And  they  find  that  in  the  case  of  two  artisans  and 
one  native  catechist,  at  out-stations  far  from  Livingstonia,  punishments 
had  been  inflicted,  generally  with  consent  of  the  natives  and  by  way  of 
arbitration.  None  of  the  punishments  appear  to  have  been  severe  or 
excessive.  Dr.  Laws's  report  is  cited,  from  which  it  appears  that  he  dis- 
approved and  restrained  the  proceedings  when  brought  under  his  notice. 
One  case  of  punishment  at  Livingstonia  itself  is  known  to  the  Com- 
mittees, though  as  yet  by  hearsay.  A  man,  guilty  of  grave  crime, 
received  two  dozen  stripes  and  was  deported.  A  report  on  this  case  has 
been  called  for. 
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Bat  nothing  can  show  more  vividly  the  care  with  which,  in  most  diffi- 
cult circninstanceSy  the  Bev.  Dr.  Lnws  has  administered,  and  continues 
to  administer,  our  mission  on  Lake  Nyassa,  than  the  following  extract  from 
the  daily  mission  journal  for  the  first  week  of  December  1880.  The  case 
is  that  of  Madzepete,  a  resident  in  a  mission  village,  who  was  charged 
with  having  sold  into  slavery  a  child  at  school,  named  Ishipumu  : — 

"  Madzepetd  was  told  to  bring  the  cbild.  Mlolo  afterwards  reported  to  Dr. 
Laws  that  he  had  heard  Madzepete  bad  taken  his  calico  and  gone  off  to  Ukopi  to 
try  to  redeem  the  child,  but  found  that  it  had  been  already  carried  across  the 
Ijake.  Expecting  the  visit  of  VicM>>nsul  Nunes,  Dr.  Laws  had  not  taken  up 
either  case,  intending  to  bring  them  up  before  Mr.  Nunes  for  settlement.  The 
non-arrival  of  Vice-Consul  Nunes,  however,  made  it  necessary  to  take  some 
action  in  the  matter.  Dr.  Laws  therefore  called  the  headmen  together  and  laid 
the  matter  before  them.  The  man  was  to  be  arrested  by  Mpasa,  and  they  were 
to  assemble  the  following  day  to  try  the  case.  Madzepete  was  arrested  and  put 
in  prison.  A  man  was  appointed  to  see  that  he  got  food  twice  a  day,  as  idso 
water,  and  to  take  him  out  several  times  during  the  day. 

**  Frid€iiy,  Zd  December. — ^The  headmen  assembled  to-day.  Mlolo  prosecuted. 
Madaepet^  denied  the  charge,  pleading  that  the  child  was  away  to  its  father  in  tbe 
Angoni  country;  and  that  he  had  not  been  at  Ukopi,  as  Chipatula  had  told  Mlolo, 
but  had  been  at  home  all  the  time.  Dr.  Laws  then  gave  an  account  of  Mad- 
zepet^*s  statements  on  a  former  occasion.  Mlolo  bad  said,  on  Dr.  Laws  asking 
about  Ishipumu,  that  it  was  at  Mlomba,  and  on  telling  him  that  he  must  bring 
the  child,  he  pleaded  that  there  was  war  at  Mlomba.  Dr.  Laws  replied  that 
there  was  the  more  need  for  his  being  there  to  protect  the  child.  He  then  said 
it  was  away  to  his  parents  at  the  Angoni  country.  Dr.  Laws  asked  him  to  bring 
the  child,  and  that  would  be  satisfactory.  Mpasa,  having  been  present  on  that 
ooeasion,  confirmed  the  statement  of  Dr.  Laws.  Several  of  the  headmen  were 
inclined  to  think  that  he  was  guilty,  but  as  he  asked  to  have  Chipatula  brought 
forward,  they  considered  this  should  be  done,  and  agreed  to  meet  again  to- 
morrow, bringing  Chipatida  with  them. 

ScOwrday,  4ih  December, — Tbe  headmen  again  assembled  to  try  Madzepet€ ; 
Chipatula  accompanied  them.  Chipatula  denied  that  he  had  told  Mlolo  any- 
thing regarding  Madzepete.  Thia  Mlolo  yesterday  said  would  likely  happen,  as 
no  one  was  present  when  Madzepete  told  Mlolo.  Others,  however,  knew  about 
the  case,  and  the  headmen  decided  that  Chipatula  was  telling  lies.  Two  people 
from  Mlomba  had  also  informed  some  of  our  villagers  of  Madzepet^*s  having  there 
sold  Ishipumu.  The  headmen  unanimously  found  him  guilty.  Dr.  Laws  then 
asked  them  to  decide  among  themselves  what  punishment  i^onld  be  inflicted, 
and  having  come  to  a  decision,  to  report  it  through  Mlolo  to  him.  In  a  short 
time  Mlolo  appeared,  saying  they  all  knew  that  Chipatula  had  lied,  but  thought 
he  should  not  be  punished,  lest  others  knowing  of  evil  should  hide  it.  Madzepete 
they  considered  guilty,  and  thought  he  must  be  punished.  Dr.  Laws  asked 
Mlolo  to  go  back  to  the  headmen  to  settle  how  he  was  to  be  punished.  Their 
sentence  was  that  he  should  be  first  flogged  and  then  sent  away  from  the  place, 
as  they  did  not  wish  to  have  him  living  near  them  after  what  he  had  done.  Dr. 
Laws  asked  them,  through  Mlolo,  to  modify  the  sentence  by  the  onussion  of  the 
flogging,  and  that  as  he  had  come  from  Chipole,  near  Mpemba,  he  should  be  taken 
back  to  Mpemba  again.  This  they  assented  to.  Chipatula  was  reprimanded  for 
his  perjuiy.  Madzepete  was  informed  of  the  sentence  pronounced  on  him,  and 
that  next  week  he  and  his  wives  would  be  taken  to  Mpemba's. 

"  Sunday,  6th  December. — ^This  morning  the  prison  was  found  empty.  With  a 
bit  of  bamboo  a  foot  long,  Madzepete  had  succeeded  in  digging  out  the  hard  clay 
in  the  floor  and  removing  several  piles  under  the  door.  Through  this  opening 
he  crawled.  He  returned  to  his  house  apparently,  for  in  the  morning  Ids  two 
wivee  had  also  departed. 

*'  The  nsnal  servicee  were  held  on  the  station,  bat  Dr.  Laws  was  unable  to  go 
to  Impango's.** 
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Dr.  Laws,  buying  been  informed  by  tbe  Britisb  Oonsnl  tbat  it  is 
illegal  for  the  Mission  to  receive  and  shelter  fagitive  slaves,  has  ariced 
the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  whether  he  may  not  give  the  fugitive, 
for  the  time,  the  right  of  sanctnarj,  in  order  to  prevent  the  borror  of 
tbe  native  trial  by  poison  ordeal.  We  have  referred  the  inquiry,  wbic^ 
is  part  of  a  large  question,  much  debated  and  not  satisfactorily  settled 
some  time  ago,  to  Her  Majesty's  Foreign  Office. 

The  year  1880  was  a  period  of  advance  in  the  still  brief  history  of  this 
Mission,  both  spiritual  and  administrative.  Dr.  Laws  reports: — '*The 
most  gratifying  outcome  of  our  school-work  has  been  the  commencement, 
by  the  boys  themselves  (while  I  was  away  north  in  August),  of  a  prayer- 
meeting  on  Sabbath  evenings,  and  a  similar  one  has  since  been  begun 
on  Wednesday  evenings,  during  the  hour  the  European  staff  are  assembled 
for  the  like  purpose."  Already  have  youths  been  trained  as  moniton, 
teachers,  and  storekeepers,  while  as  artisans  and  labourers  many  show  no 
little  skill.  The  girls  are  taught  domestic  duties,  and  are  beooming 
active  seamstresses.  The  first  six  years'  history  of  the  Mission,  dating 
its  foundation  from  the  Glasgviw  meeting  of  18th  January  1875,  has 
now  closed,  with  an  expenditure  of  £21,000,  the  sum  raised  for  the 
starting  of  this  great  Christian  enterprise  and  its  maintenance  for  five 
years.  To  continue  and  extend  the  Mission  for  the  next  five  yean,  an 
appeal  was  recently  made  for  £15,000,  of  which  no  less  than  £12,000 
was  subscribed  in  two  months.  Encouraged  by  the  unabated  oonfidance 
of  the  public,  not  only  of  the  Free  Church  and  of  the  -United  Presby- 
terian Church,  which  co-operates  with  us,  but  of  others,  we  seek  to  enter 
on  the  second  period  of  the  Mission's  history  with  prayer  and  &ith.  We 
have  directed  the  removal  of  the  Livingstonia  port  from  the  present 
station  at  Cape  Maclear  to  Bandaw6,  as  in  the  map ;  the  erection  of  a 
small  sanitarium  thirty  miles  above,  where  we  have  long  been  invited 
to  nettle  as  Christian  teachers;  and  tbe  complete  exploration  of  the 
Livingstone  mountains  and  whole  eastern  shore  of  Lake  Nyaasa,  lest  a 
still  better  port  and  healthier  station  should  be  available.  We  have 
resolved  to  open  a  Mission  among  the  Choongoos  at  the  head  of  the  Lake. 
We  have  appointed  Mr.  Robert  Hannington  to  be  second  ordained  Medical 
Missionary  so  soon  as  he  shall  receive  ordination  nnder  the  sanction  of  the 
Oeneral  Assembly  and  his  ^iiploma  from  the  Univeisity  of  Glasgow,  We 
trust  that  many  trained  Kafirs  from  Lovedale  will  yet  offer  ihemaalveB 
for  the  post  of  artisan  evangelists  on  the  Lake  shore  and  uplands. 

We  reported  to  the  last  General  Assembly  our  engineer's  journey  of 
exploration  and  survey  between  Lakes  Nyassa  and  Tanganyika.  The 
facts  have  since  excited  great  interest  in  the  scientific  world,  and  have 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  in  the  Boyal  Geographical  Society.  Our 
aims  and  our  duty  as  a  Church  are,  however,  primarily  spiritoaL  A 
member  of  our  Committee,  and  the  first  Ocmvener  of  the  Livingsftoiiia 
SaVCommittee,  James  Stevenson,  Esq.,  has  added  to  the  varied  smrioss 
he  has  already  rendered  to  our  missionary  enterprise  in  this  region,  by  Ae 
munificent  gift  of  £4000  to  connect  the  stations  of  the  Free  Ghnrch  and 
the  London  Missionary  Society  on  the  two  lakes  by  a  ten-feet  road 
running  for  220  miles  between  them.  Of  that  sum  we  have  accepted 
£1000  for  the  construction  of  the  African  Lakes  Junction  Boad,  throogh 
the  Cboongoo  Misnon,  of  which  Maliwanda's  (see  map)  will  be  the  oentre, 
some  fifty  miles  along  the  proposed  road  from  the  Nyassa  laksL  The 
London  Missionary  Society  have  resolved  to  establish  a  station  at  Zombi, 
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twenty  miles  sontli-eaat  of  Tanganyika  on  the  line  of  road,  and  are  now 
preparing  a  steamer  similar  to  the  IlcUa  for  that  lake.  For  the  constmc- 
tion  of  the  road  from  Maliwanda's  to  Tanganyika  £2000  of  the  whole 
sam  has  heen  set  apart  nnder  an  ''African  Lines'  Junotion  Boad  Acoonnt." 
The  ftmrth  £1000  has  been  made  over  to  the  Livingstonia  Central  Africa 
Oompanj,  reorganised  for  the  maintenance  of  the  road.  Thus  Mr. 
Stevenson's  gift  completes  his  foreseeing  scheme  for  opening  np  Africa,  to 
its  centre,  to  Christianity  and  commerce,  by  the  natural  water-way  which 
Providence  has  intmsted  to  ns.  The  work  will,  it  is  estimated,  oocnpy 
at  least  two  years.  The  engineer,  with  a  valuable  grant  of  sdentific 
instruments  from  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  and  a  party  of  artisan- 
evangelists,  left  London  by  the  Suez  Canal  steamer  of  13th  May,  in  time 
for  the  working  season,  aiter  being  commended  to  God,  and  receiving  a 
charge  in  the  Free  College  Ohoroh  of  Glasgow,  at  a  crowded  meeting 
presided  over  by  the  Bev.  Dr.  A.  Bonar.  Mr.  Stevenson's  letter  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. 

With  the  prospect  of  such  an  extension  as  this,  the  livingstonia  Com- 
mittee did  not  think  it  right  to  accept  the  generous  offer  of  the  road  made 
by  W.  Mackinmm,  Esq.,  and  Sir  Fowell  Buxton,  from  Dar  es  Salaam  for 
75  miles  towards  the  head  of  Lake  Nyassa.  Dr.  Eark,  Consul-General, 
having  journeyed  over  most  of  that  road,  has  reported  |on  its  wonderfully 
civilising  and  humanising  effects  among  the  rude  robber  tribes  around. 

Syria. — ^The  Lebanon  Schools  Society,  having  failed  to  secure  an 
ordained  successor  to  the  Bev.  J.  Rae,  under  the  arrangement  reported 
to  last  General  Assembly,  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  see  no  other 
way  of  continuing  to  show  their  sympathy  with  the  work  there,  than  by 
offering  to  pay  the  whole  salary  of  Dr.  Carslaw,  as  Medical  Missionary 
and  superintendent  of  schools. 

The  Mission  Staff  has  lost  the  following  valued  members  by  death 
duriog  1880-81 : — Mrs.  Grieve,  wife  of  the  Bev.  A.  Grieve,  Bombay, 
with  whom  the  Committee  have  expressed  deep  sympathy;  Mr.  Gnnn, 
evangelist,  Livingstonia ;  Eailas  Chundra  Bannerjea,  vernacular  teacher 
and  preacher,  and  author  of  a  collection  of  hymns  and  a  metrical  trans- 
lation of  the  Psalms  into  Bengalee;  and  Pram,  the  Bible  colporteur 
of  Eafraria,  who  had  walked  many  thousands  of  miles  in  South  Africa, 
selling  and  expounding  the  Word  of  Gk)d.  The  too  long  continued 
vacancies  in  the  Calcutta  Institution  and  Kafir  Church  at  Burnshill 
were  filled  up  by  the  return  of  the  Bev.  J.  Bobertson,  M.A,  to  the 
former,  and  the  appointment  of  the  Bev.  W.  Stuart,  M.A.,  fi*om  the 
Glasgow  College,  to  the  latter.  On  the  resignation  of  the  Bev.  J.  G. 
Bobertson  of  Duffbank,  Transkei,  South  Africa,  the  Bev.  James  Macdonald 
was  transferred  from  Blythswood  to  that  station.  Mr.  Bennie,  after  a 
short  sick-leave  in  Scotland,  was  sent  from  Lovedale  to  take  charge  of 
Blythswood,  and  with  him  was  associated  Dr.  John  Bond,  Medical 
Missionary,  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  Peter  Stewart  was 
appointed  teacher  at  Lovedale.  Mr.  A.  Macpfaail,  M.A.,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Lovedale  to  Nagpore-Eamptee,  to  fill  a  vacancy  there,  leaving 
a  teachership  open  at  Lovedale.  The  Bev.  T.  Neilson  returned  to  his 
station  at  Ipari,  New  Hebrides.  Since  the  close  of  the  year  we  have 
received  the  resignation  of  the  Bev.  Joseph  Copeland,  Fa  tuna,  whom, 
after  twenty-two  years'  valuable  servioe,  ill-hiMilth  has  compelled  to  reside 
at  Sydney.     The  Bev.  J.  Beaumont,  of  Poona,  spent  a  brief  furlough  in 
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Scotland.  The  Rev.  R.  Stothert,  Bombay,  and  A.  Todd,  Madras,  > 
still  on  sick-leave  in  this  conn  try.  Mr.  J.  Stewart,  C.E.,  took  di 
furlongh  from  Livingstonia.  The  Rev.  J.  Q.  Cooper  and  N.  Sbesha 
hope  to  return  to  India  soon  after  the  meeting  of  Oeneral  Assemli 
The  Committee  return  to  God  their  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for  I 
gracious  dealing  with  the  whole  Christian  staff.  Native  and  EurofMi 
which  has  risen  from  452  to  485  in  strength. 

The  Committee  have  welcomed,  on  short  furlough,  the  Re?.  * 
Patterson  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  united  with  us  in  the  n 
port  of  the  Madras  Christian  College,  of  the  staff  of  which  Mr.  Patten 
is  a  valued  member. 

The  Presbytery  of  Madras  have  formally  recommended  the  Geoen 
Assembly  to  authorise  it  to  take  Dr.  W.  Elder,  our  Medical  Missionaii 
^'  on  trials  for  license  and  ordination  as  a  missionary  to  India  witkipsdi 
reference  to  Madras."  Dr.  Elder's  labours  having  resulted  in  thefim 
tion  of  a  Tamul  Church,  and  also  an  English-speaking  congregation,  tk 
Foreign  Missions  Committee  pray  the  Oeneral  Assembly  to  give  its  Oh 
mission  power  to  authorise  the  license  and  ordination  of  Dr.  Elder  oDth 
Committee's  application,  in  order  that,  meanwhile,  farther  informatii 
may  be  called  for  regarding  the  financial  questions  involved. 

Statistical  Summary  of  Results, — The  following  figures  summarise  tk 
four  valuable  tables  in  the  Appendix,  which  focus  the  facts  entered  i 
the  printed  schedule  returned  by  each  of  our  Missions  at  the  close  of  th 
calendar  year.  To  these  tables  we  direct  the  careful  attention  of  A 
ministers,  office-bearers,  teachers,  and  collectors  of  the  Church. 

1880. 

Adults  baptized  or  admitted  on  profession,  .....  41 

Children  baptized,       ..........  H 

Students  and  Scholars  in  6  Colleges  and  191  Schools  (of  whom  416  are 

University  undergraduates),        .......       13^ 

Native  Christian  Contributions,  .         .  £901     2     7 

„        Fees, 8202     5    7 

£9103   S  ! 

Communicants  in  35  Congregations, 30 

Stations — Principal, S5 

Branch, 104 

—  II 
Ordained  Missionaries — European  (their  wives,  34),    ...       36 

Native, 11 

—  47 

Licensed  Native  Preachers, S 

Medical  Missionaries  (not  ordained) — European,  ...        4 

Native,     ....        5 

—  f 
Missionary  Teachers — European,  Male,      .....        7 

Female  (excluding  Wives  and  Zanaiia  Agenta),       11 

—  18 
Native  (a  few  East  Indian)  Teachers — Male,                        .        .164 

Female,  .  .102 

_26l 

European  Evangelists  and  Artisans, If 

Native  Catechists,  Scripture  Beaders,  Colporteun,  eto.,      .        .  101 

Bihle-women  (India), 18 

Total  niunher  of  Ohriatian  Agent%  «       .  —  £ 
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IL— EVANGELISATION  ABROAD,  1880. 

INDIA. 

1. — Lower  Bengal  Missiomb^  founded  in  183(>. 

CWctjtto.— Rev.  Waiiam  C.  Pyfe ;  Kenneth  8.  Macdonrid,  M.  A ;  Jamei 
Robertson,  M.  A ;  John  Hector,  M,  A  ;  Roderick  N.  Macdonald,  M.  A. ;  Gooroo 
Das  Maitra,  Ordained  Missionaries. 

C%m«yraA._Bey.  Kedar  Nath  D^  Ordained  Missionary. 

MahanaeL-^ney,  J.  Bhattachaijya,  Ordained  Missionary. 

AwMfteria.— Rev.  P.  K.  Bannerjea,  Licentiate. 

Ciilna— Rev.  B.  N.  m,  Ordained  Missionary. 

MMons  eondueted  by  ^Vee  Cfhurch  Native  MinitUr%  at  their  awn  or  nathe 
eharge8.-^l.  Rev.  S.  A.  Daniel  (Ordained).  Tamul  and  Telngoo  Church,  Calcutta ; 
2.  Rev.  S.  C.  Bannerjea  (Licentiate),  Simla  and  Calcutta ;  3.  Rev.  P.  C.  Boee 
(Licentiate),  Calcutta;  4.  Rev.  M.  N.  Rose  (Ordained),  Gopalgnnge,  Eastern 
Bengal;  5.  Rev.  Lai  Behari  Day  (Ordained),  assists  in  the  services  of  the 
Chinsurah  congregation. 

Free  Church  Institution  and  Schoeb. — ^Notbing  can  give  so  vivid  an 
idea  of  the  extent  and  variety  of  our  Christian  work  in  Calcutta,  with 
its  675,000  inhabitants,  and  in  the  densely-peopled  counties  of  Hooghly 
and  Biirdwan,  as  these  figures  sent  by  Mr.  Fyfe.  They  show  1830 
youths  of  both  sexes  under  daily  Bible  instruction,  and  652  more  under 
less  regular  teaching,  for  which  the  pupils  paid  £1559,  or  nearly  a  pound 
a  head,  and  the  State  gave  grants  of  £1325,  the  rupee  in  both  cases  being 
estimated  at  two  shillings,  its  local  purchasing  power.  Since  the  College 
reopened,  the  attendance  has  more  than  doubled.  Not  even  under  our 
earlier  Scottish  missionaries  was  the  Chinsurah  Institution  so  prosperous 
as  last  year  when  conducted  by  its  earliest  convert,  now  the  ordained  mis- 
sionary. Rev.  E.  N.  D&  The  Bible  education  is  adapted  to  every  capacity, 
from  the  graduates  of  Calcutta  down  through  the  country  lads  and  girls 
who  learn  both  English  and  Bengfalee,  the  peasant  children  who  learn  only 
their  own  mother-tongue,  the  older  labouring  classes  who  meet  in  night- 
schools  when  the  day's  toil  is  over,  and  again  up  through  the  high-caste 
girls  of  Dr.  Duffs  School,  the  well-trained  children  of  our  own  (Christian 
converts  in  the  Orphanage,  the  married  Hindoo  women  in  the  Zananas, 
and  finally  the  young  Bengalee  lady-students  in  the  Normal  School,  some 
of  whom — Christians — have  taken  University  honours. 
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REPORT  ON  FOREION  MISSIONS. 


Free  Church  Mission  Schools,  Lower  Bengal,  1880. 


Names  or  Schools. 

Averaee 
on  Roll. 

Avenoe 

Attend- 

anee. 

Vees. 

( 

1 

lU. 

1.  Calcutta  Free  Church  College,    . 
Do.            do.           School,     . 

73 

45 

2695 

459 

375 

5342 

I 

2.  Chinsurah  Anglo-Vemacular  Sch., 

355 

259 

3681 

3.  Mahanad,     „               ,, 

68 

48 

365 

4.  Culna,           „                ,, 

88 

54 

338 

5.  Bansberia,    ,,                „ 

41 

29 

89 

6.  Mahanad  Vernacular  School, 

32 

23 

40 

7.  Khanyan,     „               „ 

33 

24 

48 

S.  Shonatigri,  ,,                „ 

38 

34 

75 

9.  Malpara,      „               „ 

27 

13 

45 

10.  Damashin,    „                „ 

30 

23 

42 

11.  Circle  of  14  PatshaUas, 

433 

327 

417 

12.  Circle  of  6  Night  PatBhallaa, 

13.  Mahanad  Night  PatshaUas, 

192 

122 

•  •  ■ 

20 

15 

6 

14.  Pcwnan  Vernacular  Female  Sch., 

25 

18 

15.  Balom,          ,,                „ 

17 

12 

16.  Sareka,         „                „ 

22 

15 

17.  Ponthba,      „ 

20 

15 

18.  Bansberia,    „               „ 

19 

9 

19.  Kanchatti,    „                ,, 

15 

12 

20.  Nebpara,       „               „ 

21.  Lahhanpara,                  „ 

22.  Charakdanga,                i, 

33 

29 

18 
17 

21 

12 

23.  Chinaurah,    „                ,, 

20 

15 

24.  Dr.  DufTs,    „                „ 

104 

77 

443 

25.  Orphanaee  Anelo- Vernacular  „ 

26.  Normal  Anglo-Vemacular        „ 

69 

64 

1184 

20 

19 

216 

27.  Zananaa, 

180 

136 

619 

( 

2482 

1830 

15,593 

"7i 

**  In  the  Free  Church  InstUutUm,  Calcutta,  of  the  733  pupila  enroUad,  i 
undergraduates  of  the  Calcutta  Uniyersity.  The  monthly  average  on  1 
was  532.  The  amount  of  fees  realised  in  the  College  department  was  B 
and  in  the  School  department  Rs.5342,  making  a  total  of  Ba.8037. 
recent  University  Examinations,  the  following  -is  the  result  as  npi 
Institution : — Entrance  Examination,  20  passed  ;  First  Examinatioa  ii 
7  passed ;  B.  A.  Degree  Examination,  7  passed.  The  resuHa  of  the  Homn 
M.A.  Examinations  are  not  yet  known.  In  addition  to  the  regular  and  i 
atio  teaching  of  the  Bible  in  every  class  of  the  Institution,  there  an  «fsi|| 
services  every  Sunday  evening  in  the  hall  of  the  Inatitntion." 

Of  the  Chinsurah  Institution  the  Bev.  E.  N.  Di  reports : — 

'*  There  were  enrolled  during  the  year  475  boys,  with  aa  average  dai|f  i 
ance  of  350.  The  fees  amounted  to  Rs.3632,  an  inorease  of  Ba.1441  omi 
It  has  been  my  utmost  endeavour  to  make  the  school  self-anppoiiui^  M 
glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  for  five  months  out  of  the  twelve  it  vm 
than  self -supporting.  This  year  23  boys  appeared  at  the  Entraiiee  Sia>> 
of  the  Calcutta  University,  of  whom  8  passed.  The  BiUe  is  r^gulailjl 
in  all  the  classes,  and  the  Evidences  of  Christianity  axe  tan^t  in  tht  ^ 
class ;  addresses  are  also  given  to  the  boys  from  time  to  timer* 

Mr.  De  thanks  by  name  no  fewer  than  twenty  natiTe  gendiB 
GhristianSi  Hindoos,  and  Mohammedans — who,  having  been  edseit 
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the  InstUation,  Gbinsarali,  have  risen  to  high  office  under  Government, 
and  now  annually  snbecribe  to  the  Mission  prize^list  and  library.  Thus 
Cbriatian  truth  is  gradually  saturating  the  "honourable"  as  well  as 
the  simple,  and  hastening  the  fall  of  Brahman  ism. 

This  great  work,  it  will  be  observed,  is  largely  self-supporting  or 
locally  supported.  The  Bengal  Mission  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
the  Rev.  W.  Milne  and  the  office-bearers  of  the  Calcutta  congregation, 
al*)ng  with  the  Missionaries,  raise  some  £800  a  year  for  this  purpose,  in 
addition  to  the  grants  of  the  Ladies  and  Christian  Vernacular  Societies, 
and  the  Government  If  to  this  we  add  the  work  done  by  the  five  native 
ministers  who  receive  no  aid  from  Scotland,  we  see  in  Bengal  an 
amount  of  self-reliant  work,  of  which,  even  twenty  years  ago,  Dr.  Duff 
only  dreamed  when  the  local  organisation  was  first  set  in  motion.  And 
this  Mission  sent  R9.3158  to  the  Jubilee  Fund. 

The  Native  Churches  and  Evangelistic  Work, — (1.)  The  Bengalee  Free 
Mission  Church,  Calcutta,  under  our  early  convert,  the  B«v.  G.  D. 
Maitra,  has  51  members  and  several  adherents.  It  raised  Rs.630  last 
year,  of  which  R9.498  was  for  the  Sustentation  Fund.    He  thus  reports : — 

"  The  ooognsgation  now  numbers  twenty-three  families  and  two  single  memheiB, 
besides  those  of  the  Orphanage.  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  no  one  left  dniing  the 
year,  while  nine  new  members  have  joined  us.  Thirteen  persons  were  added 
last  year  by  baptism,  besides  the  children  of  the  congregation.  Among  them  is 
a  family  of  nine  persons,  the  story  of  whose  conversion  is  fall  of  encouragement 
to  all  who  work  for  God.  We  have  three  services  a  week,  and  another  service 
for  missionary  work  on  the  first  Monday  of  every  month.  The  attendance  is 
]  iretty  good,  the  church  being  sometimes  quite  fall.  The  singing  is  led  by  the  girls 
of  the  Orphanage,  and  is  very  good  indeed.  The  Sabbath-school  was  commenced 
more  than  two  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  P.  G.  Bose,  who  takes  a  great  interest  in 
it,  and  gives  reward  cards  and  prizes  at  his  own  expense.  For  evangelistic 
work,  the  band  of  voluntary  labourers  in  the  vineyard  of  the  Master  is  daily 
increasing.  The  gracious  Lord  is  gradually  influencing  the  hearts  of  the  people 
of  God  in  this  benighted  land  to  work  for  Him.  May  prophets  arise  in  the 
spirit  and  power  of  Elias  to  proclaim  the  glories  of  the  crucified  Jesus  to  the 
perishing  millions  I  Our  paid  agents  are  few.  We  began  with  two  vernacular 
catechiste.  B.  M.  Dey  was  called  to  labour  in  Bansberia,  and  assist  the  Rev.  P. 
K.  Banerji  N.  Gangooly  works  alone  in  Calcutta.  He  is  above  forty,  and 
meek  and  gentle  in  appearance,  kind  and  sympathetic  in  disposition,  and  he 
works  humbly  and  unostentatiously  in  his  own  way  to  win  souls  for  Christ.  He 
has  experienced  so  much  of  the  delight  of  the  Loid  that  he  strives  to  make  his 
own  relatives  have  a  full  share  of  it.  From  house  to  house  he  visits  and  pours 
in  the  sweetness  and  savour  of  the  love  of  Jesus.  Many  ladies  of  his  own  kin 
listen  to  him  gladly,  and  read,  the  books  and  tracts  he  brings.  Light  is  pene- 
trating the  dismal  gloom  of  the  otherwise  closed  up  Zanana.  He  preaches  in  the 
chapel  twice  a  week,  and  does  much  work  with  the  inquirers.  We  have  begun 
to  train  up  two  young  men  to  preach  the  gospel  among  the  Mahomedana  One 
has  been  working  faithfully  as  a  colporteur  and  preacher.  There  is  also  another 
eolporteur  who  scatters  the  precious  seed  in  the  villages  and  lanes  in  the 
suborba" 

(2.)  The  Tamul  and  Telugoo  Church,  Calcutta,  locally  supported  and 
carried  on  by  Rev.  S.  A.  Daniel  for  his  countrymen  in  Calcutta,  has  188 
on  its  attendance  roll,  of  whom  33  are  communicants,  103  baptized  adults, 
and  46  children.  These,  chiefly  domestics,  gave  out  of  their  poverty 
R:t.231,  of  which  R8.117  was  for  the  Sustentation  Fund.     Four  Hindoo 
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adnlts  were  baptized,  one  a  Malajalam  with  a  strange  history.  A  school 
is  maintained  by  this  congregation,  of  which  the  treasarer  is  a  Scotdsh 
lady,  the  wife  of  one  of  the  office-bearers  of  the  English  congregation. 

(3.)  The  Bengalee  Free  Mission  Church,  Chinsurah,  of  which  the  Rev. 
B.  N.  D^  is  also  pastor,  has  75  on  its  roll,  or  40  adults  and  35  children, 
of  whom  20  are  communicants. 

(4)  The  Bengalee  Free  Mission  Ghnrch  at  Mahanad  has  51  on  its  roll, 
of  whom  25  are  in  full  communion.  The  Rev.  J.  Bhattachaij  ja,  earliest 
of  our  converts  still  surviving,  has  made  this  the  model  of  all  our  rural 
missions  in  Bengal. 

"We  carry  on  a  twofold  work,  imparting  Ghriatian  education  to  the  rising 
generation,  and  preaching  the  gospel  to  the  adult  population.  By  means  of 
different  grades  of  schools  the  advantages  of  a  secular  as  well  as  religions 
education  are  brought  within  the  reach  of  all  classes  of  the  community,  not  even 
the  lowest  excepted.  Of  the  fourteen  lads  who  went  up  to  the  Lower  Yemacular 
Examination,  ten  passed  ;  of  the  seven  candidates  sent  to  the  Middle  Yemacular 
Examination,  two  succeeded,  one  of  whom  obtained  a  scholarship.  From 
Mahanad  Anglo- Vernacular  School  three  appeared  at  the  last  Entrance  Exami- 
nation of  the  Calcutta  (Tniversity ;  and  the  three  passed  in  the  second  division. 

*'The  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  adult  population  is  prosecuted  with  great 
care  and  attention.  All  the  agents  of  the  mission  engage  in  it ;  but  the  two 
evangelists,  Babus  Pumo  Chnnder  Basu,  and  Modhoosudun  Sarkar,  devote  aU 
their  time  and  strength  to  making  known  the  gospel  to  the  Hindoo  and  Moham- 
medan population  of  the  district.  They  go  out  every  day,  morning  and  evening, 
to  preach  the  gospel  in  villages  round  about  Mahansd.  buring  the  current  year, 
the  gospel  message  was  delivered  to  many  thousands  of  people  in  different  MeUu 
held  in  the  neighbourhood.  Preaching  in  markets,  visitation  of  families,  etc, 
have  been  carried  on  as  usual.  Like  the  leaven,  the  gospel  is  slowly  and  silently 
making  progress  among  the  mass  of  the  people  around,  and  its  effect  is  perceived 
in  various  waya  The  faith  of  many  Hindus  and  Mohammedans  has  been  shaken, 
and  the  gospel  truth  is  gradually  gaining  ascendency  in  their  minds.  Of  not  a 
few  it  may  be  said  that  they  are  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  though  as 
yet  they  are  not  in  it.  The  little  congregation  of  Native  Christians  to  whom  I 
minister  from  week  to  week  is  gradually  progressing  in  knowledge,  faith,  love, 
and  purity.  Four  baptisms  took  place  here  during  the  year,  three  being  infants 
of  Christian  parents^  and  the  fonrth  an  adult  woman  from  among  the  heathen. 
The  Communion  was  dispensed  thrice  in  the  course  of  the  year. 

"  There  are  two  circles  of  Patshalas  or  Primary  Schools  under  my  supervision, 
one  for  boys,  and  the  other  for  adults  of  the  labouring  classes.  The  former 
contains  fourteen  Patshalas,  located  in  as  many  villages  round  about  Mahwii^ 
The  aggregate  number  of  pupils  who  received  instruction  during  the  current 
year  is  516.  X  may  here  state  in  general  terms,  that  the  progress  made  during 
the  session  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  The  Gommohashoyas  and  the 
Circle  Teacher,  who  inspects  their  work  and  imparts  religious  instruction,  have 
been  diligent  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties.  Of  the  fourteen  candi- 
dates sent  to  the  Intermediate  Examination  held  in  Hughli,  in  October  last,  ten 
have  passed.  Some  of  them  may  get  scholarships.  The  result  may  be  deemed 
highly  satisfactory,  and  it  does  great  credit  to  the  Gums,  who  themaelveB  haTs 
been  learners  and  teachers  at  the  same  time ;  for  many  of  them  knew  nothing  of 
grammar,  geography,  or  geometry  when  they  were  employed  by  us. 

**  With  regard  to  the  circle  of  Night  Schools  for  adults,  it  has  seven  schools 
with  249  pupils  on  the  roH  Ko  scholastic  work  appears  to  me  so  interesting  as 
that  carried  on  in  these  Night  Schools.  The  pupils  are  daily  labourers,  who, 
after  the  hard  toil  of  the  day  in  aU  weathers  meet  together  at  night  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  that  knowledge  which  was  denied  them  when  young.  One 
cannot  but  highly  commend  their  seal,  diligence,  and  perseverance  in  their 
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poniiit  of  knowledge  under  difficnltiea.  For  it  u  really  under  great  diffioaltiee 
that  they  acquire  it,  They  have  to  make  hard  ctruggles  to  master  the  alphabet^ 
and  then  elowly  go  over  the  elementary  books  one  after  another,  and  at  last 
■uoceed  in  reading  the  higher  books.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  me 
to  find  that  many  of  the  pupils  of  these  schools  are  now  able  to  read,  write,  and 
cast  accounts  correctly.  In  their  purchases  and  sales  they  can  now  hold  their 
own,  and  are  not  easily  defrauded  of  their  hard  earnings  by  unprincipled  and 
rapacions  creatures.  So  far,  this  is  good  and  proper.  There  is  something  still 
better,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  highly  gratify  the  friends  and  supporters  of 
these  schools.  It  is  a  fact  that  many  of  ti^em  are  reading  the  Bible  in  their 
mother  tongue,  and  almost  all  of  them  aie  acquainted  with  Scripture  stories  and 
Scripture  catechisms." 

At  Culna  the  Bev.  B.  N.  P^,  and  at  Bansberia  the  Bev.  P.  E.  Ban- 
nerjea,  a  native  evangelist,  and  a  colporteur,  gave  all  their  strength  to 
evangelising  the  town  and  country,  at  the  festival  and  the  siarket,  in 
the  snop  and  on  the  wayside,  at  the  river  and  in  the  chapeL 

2.  Santal  Mission,  founded  in  1871. 

Toondee. — Bev.  A.  Campbell,  Ordained  Missionary. 

P(uhumba, — ^Dr.  Dyer,  Medical  Missionary. 

Chukye, — ^Mr.  W,  H.  Stevenson,  Teacher  and  Evangeliatt 

It  is  with  gratitude  to  Ood  that  the  Foreign  Missions  Gommittee  are 
able  for  the  first  time,  to  report  on  its  work  in  the  Santal  uplaiids  of 
Bengal  as  a  separate  Mission.  Dc.  Murray  Mitchell^  who  visited  Pacbumba 
last  March,  reminds  us  that  '*  we  had  no  man  who  knew  Santalee 
in  1870,  till  with  great  difficulty  we  obtained  a  lad — a  boy,  I  may  call 
him — from  Taljhari,  a  station  of  the  dhuvch  of  England  Missions.  It 
was  with  infinite  trouble  that  we  collected  three  Santal  boys  as  pupils ; 
but  we  were  thankful  that  even  that  beginning  -eould  be  made.^^  "Then 
<same  the  Bev.  Dr.  Templeton  as  ifirst  Medical  Missionary  for  a  time,  and 
now  the  staff  consists  of  the  Bev.  A.  Gampbell,  Dr.  Dyer,  and  Mr. 
Stevenson.  In  those  ten  years  144  Santals  have  been  baptized  on  the  in- 
telligent and  sincere  profession  of  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  there 
are  thirteen  Santal  preachers,  a  most  efBcient  dispensary  and  hospital, 
and  vigorous  schools,  which  form  a  nursery  for  the  native  xshurch.  The 
year  1880  was  it  time  of  trial  and  sufiering  to  the  infant  church.  While 
the  work  of  extension  and  eonsolidation  went  on,  the  minds  of  the  Santals 
were  drawn  into  political  and  social  excitement  by  the  imperial  census, 
and  by  the  pretensions  of  «  Hindu  ascetic  who,  before  the  Government 
imprisoned  him^  had  succeeded  in  inducing  thousands  to  destroy  the  fowls 
and  pigs  which  they  offer  as  bloody  sacrifices  to  propitiate  the  demons, 
and  to  add  another  to  the  multitude  of  Hindu  castes,  under  the  name  of 
Sapha  Hora — pure  persons.  The  reaction  from  excitement,  which  has 
meanwhile  checked  the  advance  of  the  gospel,  may  tell  in  its  more  rapid 
acceptance  now  that  the  imposture  has  been  revealed.  The  work  is 
threefold^ — ^preaching,  healing,  and  teaching. 

(L)  **  Preachina. — There  were  eighty-two  commnnicants  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  a  number  smce  considerably  increased.  Nine  adults  and  six  children  were 
admitted  into  the  Chnrch  by  baptism,  whOe  two  were  called  away  by  death  to 
join  the  Chnrch  above.  One  of  these  was  baptized  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  the 
year,  and,  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  June,  continued  to  exhibit  a  firm  faith 
in  Christ  as  his  personal  Redeemer.     His  last  words  to  us,  spoken  in  answer  to  a 


22  REPORT  ON  FOREION  MI8SI0N&  VIII. 

qnestion  regarding  tlie  resting-place  of  his  faith,  were,  *  Yasu  Masih  par  *-— on 
Jesus  Christ.  He  has  been  removed  from  mach  suffering,  which  he  bore  with 
great  resignation,  to  eternal  joy  in  the  presence  of  the  Saviour,  of  whom  he 
beard  for  the  first  time  while  an  inmate  of  our  hospital.  The  Santals  live  in 
small  villages  or  hamlets,  the  population  of  which  rarely  exceeds  160  men, 
women,  and  children.  These  villages  are  very  seldom  nearer  than  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  to  each  other,  and  more  frequently  they  are  at  much  greater  distances. 
We  visit  three  or  four  of  these  villages  in  a  day,  according  to  the  distances  they 
are  from  each  other,  and  from  our  camp,  and  according  to  the  length  of  time  we 
spend  in  each  village.  This  year  we  fixed  upon  two  districts  with  a  good  Santa, 
population,  the  districts  of  Palgnnj  and  Patror,  within  which  we  would  confine 
our  labours,  and  thus  seek  to  bring  the  truth  more  continuously  to  bear  upon  the 
people  ;  for  we  had  found  that  in  one  or  two  visits  little  more  could  be  done 
besides  removing  some  of  their  stock  objections,  and  correcting  some  of  their 
misconceptions  regarding  Christianity.  We  therefore  thought  that  by  confining 
the  work  to  a  circle  of  villages,  and  visiting  them  often,  more  especially  those 
villages  where  the  work  may  be  favourably  received  in  our  first  visit,  we  should 
deepen  any  impressions  that  may  have  been  made,  and  by  the  continuous  lifting 
up  of  Christ  crucified  we  should  expect  some  to  be  drawn  to  him. 

"  In  preaching  among  the  villages  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year  the 
interest  in  the  word  preached,  as  has  already  been  said,  has  not  been  so  great  as 
during  the  eariy  part  of  the  year.  They  asked  eagerly  what  we  had  to  say 
regarding  the  Babajee,  as  they  call  him,  and  latterly  regarding  the  census,  which 
also  has  caused  a  great  stir  in  the  district.  They  would  also  listen  respectfully 
to  the  Gospel,  but  it  was  evident  that  they  were  too  excited  to  give  much  heed 
to  this,  the  greatest  of  all  subjects. 

(2.)  '*  Healing. — ^The  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  sick  and  suffering  around  us 
were  often  attended,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  with  results  gratifying  alike  to  the 
afflicted  and  to  us  who  sought  to  aid  them.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year, 
several  of  the  hospital  inmates  were  candidates  under  instruction.  To  two  of 
them  the  rite  was  administered.  One  died  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath 
appointed  for  his  admission  to  the  church. 

(3.)  "  Teaching. — There  are  forty-six  in  the  boys'  school,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  forty -four.  Placed  under  a  native  head-master,  it  was  divided 
into  a  training  and  a  practising  -school.  Besides  the  morning  and  evening 
worship  Scripture  instruction  is  given  daily  in  all  the  classes,  and  in  all  our 
relations  with  the  boys  we  ever  seek  to  set  before  them  the  highest  of  all  motives 
as  the  ground  of  discipline  and  the  guide  to  all  their  actions.  During  the  past 
year  we  have  not  seen  the  same  spirit  of  earnestness  and  aeal  as  before.  Neverthe- 
less the  elder  Christian  boys  have  been  an  example  to  the  others  by  their  general 
consistent  life  and  good  behaviour,  and  also  by  their  diligence  in  their  studies.  But 
we  long  for  a  fresh  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  quicken  and  revive  those  who 
are  true  Christians,  and  to  bring  to  life  those  who  are  still  dead  in  trespaaess  and 
sins.  Of  the  twenty-eight  in  the  girls*  school,  three  went  to  Toondee  as  wives 
of  the  B«v.  A.  Campbeirs  preachers,  one  to  Ohukye,  and  two  to  other  Missions. 
Thus  they  became  centres  of  light  and  loving  examples  of  the  power  of  Chris- 
tianity among  the  heathen.  There  are  four  village  s<^ools,  besides  these  two  at 
Pachumba." 

A  Total  Abstinence  Societj  was  formed,  and  a  lai^  number  of 
Christian  Santals  signed  their  names  in  the  pledge  book.  Ten  marrtageH 
were  celebrated  in  Pachamba.  Mr.  Campbell  recommends  the  opening 
uf  a  foarth  station,  to  complete  the  Free  Church  chain  in  Santalia,  in  the 
district,  35  miles  north-west  of  Pachumba,  and  25  miles  due  west  from 
Chnkye.  A  school  was  opened  there  for  a  time  seven  years  ago,  and 
evangelists  have  occasionally  visited  the  place. 
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3.  Bombay  Missioms,  transferred  to  tbe  General  Assembly  in  1835. 

Bombay  CUy, — Rev.  R  Stothert,  M.A.  (on  sick  leave) ;  D.  Mackichan,  M.A., 
B.D.  ;  B.  Blake,  M.A.,  B.D. ;  A.  C.  Grieve^  M.A. ;  R.  Soott,  M.A. ;  Dbimjibhoy 
Nourojee,  Ordaiaed  Miasioiuurief. 

TfuuM. — JEtoy.  Bamclinjider  Babajee  (Licentiate);  Mr.  Laaania  Abraham, 
Medical  Catecbiat. 

AUbag  and  Bevadanda,^Bay.  O.  R.  Navalkar  (licentiate.) 

The  great  hct  of  the  year  in  the  history  of  onr  Bombay  Mission  was 
this,  that  the  Presbytery  recognised  theological  classes,  in  the  Bombay 
and  Nagpore  Institntions,  for  the  training  of  native  pastors,  and  subee- 
qnently  applied  to  the  Committee  for  instractions  on  the  whole  subject  of 
native  missionaries  and  vernacular  ministers.  This  will  fall  to  be  dealt 
with  in  next  report ;  that  it  should  be  raised  now  is  another  of  many 
signs  of  the  growth  of  the  Native  Church,  and  of  the  need  of  the  Christian 
College,  not  only  to  undermine  Hinduism,  but  to  educate  the  increasing 
community  of  Native  Christians,  and  bring  all  progress  to  do  homage  to 
Christ.  Meanwhile  nine  natives  have  been  recognised  as  students  of 
divinity  within  the  bounds,  including  Poena,  Nagpore,  and  Berar. 

Mr.  Mackichan  begins  his  report  for  1880  with  this  reference  to  the 
founder  of  our  Bombay  Mission : — 

"Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1829,  Mr.  John  Wilson  removed  from  the 
station  of  Ham&i  in  the  Southern  Konkan,  where  he  had  spent  tbe  first  year  of 
his  Indian  life,  and  began  his  missionary  labours  in  the  city  of  Bombay.  .  .  . 
Those  who  now  labour  in  the  work  have,  with  a  few  exceptions,  little  or  no 
recollection  of  those  by  whose  devoted  lives  this  mission  was  founded  and 
established.  These  have  laboured,  and  others  have  entered  into  their  labonrs. 
Yet  in  the  midst  of  all  these  changes  there  is  pressed  upon  us  the  deep  conviction 
of  the  unity  of  the  work  and  the  unchangeableness  of  Him  who  inspires  and 
sustains  it.  The  means  and  methods  which  the  founders  of  the  Mission,  under 
the  guiding  providence  of  God,  which  they  devoutly  studied,  were  led  to  adopt 
for  the  fulfilment  of  their  Mission — Christian  education  and  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel  in  the  vernacular  of  tbe  people — still  continue  to  be  followed  in  the  work 
of  to-day.  The  progress  of  the  Mission  is  still  along  the  lines  laid  down  from 
the  begmning. 

*'  College. — The  year  1880  is  one  of  the  best  years  the  College  has  ever  bad.  In 
common  with  the  other  colleges  in  Western  India,  it  has  been  affected  in  its 
intomal  arrangements  by  the  recent  changes  in  the  University  regulations.  The 
ordinary  curriculum  in  Arts  is  now,  as  formerly,  a  three  years'  course;  but 
instead  of  two  examinations,  one  at  the  end  of  each  period  of  eighteen  months, 
there  are  three  examinations,  one  at  the  end  of  each  year.  At  the  close  of  the 
first  year,  and  after  passing  the  first  university  examination,  the  student  may 
elect  to  adopt  a  further  course  of  two  years  for  the  B.A.  degree,  or  a  similar 
course  of  two  years  for  the  degree  of  B.Sc. 

"  The  paucity  of  students  chooeing  the  B.Se.  course  has  saved  us  from  the 
necessity  of  immediately  opening  new  classes  in  the  branches  peculiar  to  this 
course ;  but  in  regard  to  this  addition  to  the  work  of  the  College,  as  one  for 
which  we  must  ere  long  provide,  the  tide  has  not  yet  set  in  fully  in  the  new 
direction  ;  but  when  it  does,  and  the  time  is  probably  very  near,  we  shall  require 
to  be  ready  to  adapt  our  arrangements  to  the  changing  needs  of  higher  education. 
Under  the  present  arrangements,  Physical  Science  has  a  more  important  place  in 
the  curriculum  than  formerly.  For  this  we  can  now  provide,  anid  the  arrival  of 
the  apparatus  ordered,  will  place  us  in  a  position  in  which  we  shall  be  able  to 
meet  thie  requirements  in  science  very  fully. 

"  The  success  of  the  College  in  the  University  Examinations  during  the  past 
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year  was  on  the  whole  very  enoonraging,  especially  the  result  of  the  Fixst  Art 
Examination  in  ApriL  The  most  satisfactory  indication  of  the  growth  of  the 
College  is  the  steady  increase  in  the  attendance  from  year  to  year.  This  is  of 
coarse  largely  in6nenced  by  success  in  the  examinations,  but  it  is  also  doe  to  a 
growing  confidence  in  the  College,  founded  not  simply  on  these  results,  but  also 
upon  "^e  methods  of  instruction  which  are  puzaued.  Of  this  we  have  had 
frequent  evidence.  The  attendance  during  the  last  year  was  over  80,  and  1881 
has  begun  with  an  attendance  of  about  90  students.  The  class  which  we  have 
just  formed  of  those  who  have  joined  the  College  for  the  first  time  is  the  largest 
which  we  have  had.  It  numbers  60  students,  and  the  presence  of  such  a  livge 
class  has  revealed  to  us,  in  a  very  emphatic  way,  the  inadequacy  of  our  present 
building.  In  order  to  provide  additional  accommodation  for  the  College,  we  pro- 
posed to  remove  part  of  the  school  to  a  neighbouring  bungalow.  We  found  it 
impossible  to  obtain  tlus  bungalow  when  we  made  application  for  it,  and  have 
been  compelled,  by  means  of  various  devices,  to  eke  out  the  present  space. 

*'  The  students  of  the  College  Division  are  divided  into  two  Bible-classes,  which 
meet  during  the  first  hour  of  each  day's  work  under  the  charge  of  two  of  the 
missionaries,  the  other  two  missionaries  being  similiarly  engaged  in  the  School 
Division.  We  would  also  notice  here  the  existence  of  a  vigorous  and  well-oon- 
ducted  Debating  Society  in  connection  with  the  College.  It  is  managed  entirely 
by  the  students  themselves,  the  only  function  of  the  missionaries  in  connection 
with  it  being  to  preside  in  turn  at  the  weekly  meetings.  At  these  meetings  we 
have  been  struck  by  the  ability  displayed  by  many  of  our  students  in  the  debates. 
These  do  much  to  unfold  the  minds  of  the  young  men,  and  to  place  us  in 
possession  of  their  thoughts  and  feelings  on  many  subjects.  These  are  of  course 
very  various,  but  they  have  shown  us  that,  in  general,  an  excellent  spirit  prevails 
among  our  own  students  in  relation  to  the  religious  teaching  in  the  Institution. 

**  When  new  students,  to  whom  our  whole  method  is  strange,  first  enter  the 
College,  it  is  not  unusual  to  observe  some  reluctance  on  their  part  to  enter  fully 
into  the  work  of  the  religious  classes,  but  as  a  general  rule  students  who  have 
had  some  experience  of  that  teaching,  receive  it  not  merely  without  reluctance, 
but  in  many  cases  with  interest.  In  addition  to  the  daily  College  Bible-classes, 
there  are  Sabbath-morning  classes  for  the  students,  attendance  at  which  is  of 
course  optional.  These  are  on  the  whole  well  attended,  and  are  felt  to  be  exercis- 
ing a  spiritual  influence  on  the  students  who  attend  them. 

*'  School — ^The  division  of  the  superintendence  of  the  School  continues.  With 
its  obvious  disadvantages,  it  is  the  only  practicable  method  which  our  present 
circumstances  will  allow.  Each  of  the  missionaries  in  turn  superintends  the 
school  for  a  week,  and  examines  in  the  special  subjects  allotted  to  him,  closing 
the  work  of  each  week  with  a  regions  address  on  Saturday  morning  to  the 
boys  of  the  Upper  Division,  while  the  Lower  Division  is  assembled  for  a  religious 
lesson  in  the  vernacular.  Two  of  the  Bible-classes  are  taught  by  the  mission- 
aries,  the  other  classes  being  under  the  charge  of  native  Christian  teachers  who 
convey  instruction  in  the  three  laognages — Mar&thee,  Oujar&thee,  and  Urdu. 
The  highest  school  class  is  taught  partly  by  the  missionaries,  Mr.  Blake  devoting 
a  good  part  of  his  time  to  the  class,  and  Mr.  Grieve  also  taking  part  in  the 
instruction.  This  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  the  largest  class  in  the  School,  the 
teaching  of  the  missionaries  attracting  a  large  number  of  pupils.  The  number 
which  matriculated  from  this  class  during  the  past  two  yean  was  very  con- 
siderable, and  has  improved  the  standing  of  the  School  In  respect  of  the 
provision  made  for  the  study  of  languages — ^boih  vernacular  and  classical^our 
school  IS  complete.  Three  vernaculars,  Marithee,  Gujartlthee,  and  Urdu,  and 
three  classical  languages,  Sanscrit,  Persian,  and  Latin.  This  is  a  source  of  great 
expense,  but  the  mixed  nature  of  the  population  from  which  our  pupils  are  drawn 
renders  i  necessary  that  each  of  these  languages  should  be  represented  in  the 
School.  With  respect  to  the  standard  of  educational  efficiency  maintained  in  the 
School,  the  Educational  Inspector  certifies  in  his  report  of  August  last,  that  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  Free  General  Assembly*s  Institution  as  regards  acconmiodation, 
registry  of  attendance,  and  discipline,  and  that  he  had  orally  examined  a  sufficient 
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namber  of  ohuves  to  enable  him  to  speak  well  of  the  quality  of  iiiBtnictioii  and 
of  the  intelligence  of  the  pupils.  The  work  of  Bible  instruction  in  the  School 
18  partienlarly  interesting.  The  minds  of  the  young  expand  more  naturally 
under  the  influence  of  the  Word.  The  younger  are  often  more  interested  and 
attentive  than  the  more  advanced,  and  their  minds  have  not  yet  been  hardened 
by  the  many  unfavourable  influences  which  surround  the  educated  youth  when 
they  pass  into  the  busy  arena  of  academical  study.  One  of  the  boys  of  the 
School  who  had  been  brought  under  the  power  of  the  truth,  and  had  for  some 
time  visited  the  houses  of  missionary  and  native  Christian  friends  for  instruction 
and  prayer,  was,  to  our  great  regret,  removed  from  school  by  his  relations 
when  they  became  acquainted  with  the  change  which  had  taken  place. 

*'  Lectures  and  Addresses. — After  the  close  of  the  hot  season,  and  when  the 
monsoon  term  was  fairly  begun,  it  was  resolved  to  commence  a  course  of  Lectures 
for  educated  natives.  At  this  time  the  English  Service  in  the  Native  Church 
was  at  6  p.m.,  and  the  arrangement  was  to  deliver  on  alternate  Sabbath  evenings 
a  public  lecture  instead  of  the  usual  sermon  at  the  close  of  the  devotional 
exercises.  One  lecture  was  thus  delivered  by  each  of  the  European  missionaries, 
and  one  by  Mr.  Dhanjibh&i,  who  contrasted  some  doctrines  of  Christianity  and 
Zoroastrianism.  Though  the  season  was  unfavourable,  with  the  mixed  audience 
of  Christians,  Hindus,  and  Farsis,  the  large  church  was  ix>mfortably  filled. 
At  the  close  of  the  monsoon  term,  the  course  was  transferred  to  the  hall  of  the 
lostitution,  where  again,  on  alternate  Sabbath  evenings,  other  five  lectures  were 
delivered.  The  subjects  continued  to  be  mainly  apologetic.  The  concluding 
lecture  of  the  course  was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jeffrey  of  the  Free  Church 
here,  who  chose  as  his  subject  the  doctrine  of  Substitution.  In  addition  to  these 
there  was  a  week-day  course  of  four  lectures  in  the  beginning  of  December. 
This  time  was  selected  because  then  many  students  were  in  town  waiting  the 
results  of  examinations.  Two  of  these  lectures  were  delivered  by  well-known 
missionaries  of  other  missions — the  Bev.  Geo.  Boewu  of  the  E^dscopal  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  Rev.  0.  W.  Park  of  the  American  Mission,  to  whom  we  are 
indebted  for  their  cordial  assistance.  The  experience  of  these  lectures  is  ou  the 
whole  satisfactory.  An  attendance  ranging  from  thirty  or  forty  to  over  a  hundred, 
an  audience  quiet,  attentive,  and  intelligent,  at  a  time  when  very  special  efiorts 
are  being  put  forth  to  counteract  the  work  uf  missionaries,  cannot  fail  to  be 
encouraging. 

"  And  now,  at  the  beginning  of  another  year,  we  have  resolved  to  attempt  an 
evangelistic  address  every  Sabbath  evening,  with  the  hope  that  it  can  be  made 
permanent  for  the  ^eater  part  of  the  year,  while  we  desire,  in  addition,  to  main- 
tain occasional  public  lectures  both  in  English  and  the  Vernacular. 

'*  Vemaadar  School,-^lt  having  been  made  known  that  the  Church  Missionary 
Society  was  about  to  give  up  a  school  f onnerly  conducted  by  them  in  Kh^tw&di, 
and  it  being  felt  important  to  maintain  a  school  in  this  district,  we  agreed  to  take 
over  the  charge  of  the  schooL 

*'  During  the  past  year  success  has  attended  the  work  in  an  educational  point  of 
view.  The  attendance  has  increased  from  60  to  104,  and  a  larger  number  of  boys 
jiasaed  the  Inspector's  examination  than  in  former  years.  Regular  inatruction  has 
been  given  in  the  fiible  by  a  Christian  teacher.  The  importance  of  having  such 
Vernacular  Schools  throughout  the  aity  is  fnlly  recognised  by  the  mission,  and  we 
would  gladly  see  the  work  extended. 

'*  JMstrict  Female  Schools, — These  schools  are  four  in  number,  and  are  conducted 
in  oonnection  with  the  Ladies*  Society.  They  are  taught  mainly  by  Christian 
female  teachers  trained  in  our  own  Missions.  The  aggregate  number  on  the  roll 
of  the  four  schools  is  275.  In  addition  to  the  Christian  teaching  of  the  female 
teachers,  these  schools  enjoy  the  regular  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Dhanjibhai  and  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Madhavarao,  our  school  visitor,  who  has 
carried  on  his  work  in  these  schools  since  the  time  of  his  appointment  with 
unfailing  perseverance  and  most  praiseworthy  zeaL  The  two  Beni-Israel  schools 
are  now  both  under  Christian  teachers. 
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Beni-lgmel  Boys'  Sckool, — ^In  the  month  of  October  last  a  new  school  for  Beni- 
Israel  boys  was  opened  in  the  Beni-Israel  quarter.  A  room  commodious  and 
suitable  either  for  the  purposes  of  a  school  or  fur  meetings  was  taken,  and  soon 
after  the  school  was  opened  there  were  59  boys  on  the  roll.  In  this  school,  as 
in  all  our  schools,  religious  instruction  forms  part  of  each  day's  work.  The 
school  is  visited  daily  by  one  of  our  Christian  students,  who  gives  the  Scripture 
lesson,  and  three  times  a  week  by  Mr.  Madhavarao,  in  addition  to  the  visits  of  the 
missionary  who  superintends  the  school  It  is  our  intention  to  have  Sabbath 
classes  in  this  Hall,  and  also  lectures  and  addresses,  chiefly  in  Mar&thi-— the  Ver- 
nacular of  the  Beni-IsraeL  This  part  of  the  work  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
enter  upon. 

"  This  is  the  beginning  of  that  additional  work  on  behalf  of  the  Beni-Isrsel 
which  we  hope  to  carry  on  through  the  liberal  assistance  of  the  Jewish 
Missions  Committee  and  the  large  donation  of  an  anonymous  lady  sent  through 
Dr.  George  Smith.  We  hope  in  the  course  of  the  year  now  begun  to  apply  these 
funds  for  the  maintenance  of  this  school,  and  evangelistic  work  in  connection 
with  it  in  Bombay  and  for  similar  operations  in  the  Konkan,  where  the  work  of 
the  Mission,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Oanjiatrao,  who  resides 
there,  is  rajiidly  extending  both  among  Hindus  and  Beni-IsraeL 

Evangelistic  Work  in  Bofnbay  and  the  Konkan : — 

"  The  circumstances  which  led  to  Mr.  Ganpatrao  taking  up  the  work  at  Alibag, 
which  had  been  formerly  superintended  from  Bombay,  were  these: — Mr.  Ganpa- 
trao paid  regular  visits  to  the  stations  of  the  Konkan.  During  the  past  year  Mr. 
Mackichan  also  twice  visited  Alibag,  and  examined  the  schools,  and  addressed 
meetings  in  English  and  Marathi.  In  one  of  the  Goverment  officials,  Mr. 
Courtenay,  now  absent  on  furlough,  the  mission  found  a  hearty  supporter.  His 
aid  was  a  very  material  help  to  us  in  carrying  on  the  work.  When  the  present 
collector,  Mr.  Elphinston,  took  charge  of  the  Alibag  districts,  he  wrote  expressing 
his  interest  in  the  work,  and  offering  a  very  large  monthly  contribution,  also  a 
donation  to  amount  to  Rs.l600  for  the  buildings,  which  he  said  we  required, 
provided  we  would  send  a  European  or  Native  Missionary  to  occupy  the  station, 
and  to  superintend  daily  the  work  of  the  Schools.  The  Mission  Council,  re- 
cojsrnieing  in  this  a  providential  call  to  occupy  that  field  more  thoroughly, 
requested  Mr.  Ganpatrao  to  make  Alibag  his  head-quarters. 

"  Bombay. —  The  work  of  street-preaching  is  still  carried  on  regularly  at  the 
preaching  station  near  the  Ambrolie  Church.  The  young  men  connected  with 
the  native  church  and  the  mission  are  zealous  in  this  work,  and  addresses, 
accompanied  by  the  singing  of  Christian  hymns,  are  regularly  given  there  in  the 
three  vemacnlars,  Marathi,  Gu jarathi,  and  Urdu,  there  being  generally  representa- 
tives of  each  of  these  languages  in  the  audience." 

The  Bev.  Ganpatrao  Navalkar  reports: — 

"  During  the  first  ten  months  of  the  year  I  resided  in  Bombay,  and  evangelised 
in  the  city  and  neighbouring  districts.  Mr.  Madhavarao  assisted  me  in  Bombay, 
and  we  preached  regularly  in  Girgaum,  near  our  Mission  Church,  and  for  some 
time,  on  the  sea-side.  Onr  meetings  in  Girgaum  were  most  encouraging,  and 
our  hearers  were  chiefly  Hindus.  Sometimes  we  had  others,  and  addressed 
them  in  their  own  language,  Gujarathi  and  Hindustani  Wedidnotenoourage 
discussion  much,  but  whenever  tilie  people  consented  to  come  into  the  churdi 
compound,  and  sit  on  the  benches  placed  for  them,  we  gave  them  free  permission 
to  ai*gue  with  us.  The  discussions  on  the  whole  were  useful.  I  delivered  a 
series  of  addresses  to  the  Mohammedans  in  the  American  Mission  Chapel,  which 
were  largely  attended.  The  Mohammedans  heard  me  with  attention  and  interest 
so  long  as  I  did  not  set  forth  before  them  the  Divine  glory  of  Jesus  Christ  as 
exhibited  in  the  atonement ;  but  when  I  commenced  to  discourse  on  that  and 
kindred  subjects,  the  meetings  assumed  a  tumultuous  character,  and  I  was  abused 
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and  stoned  in  the  street  Bat  I  must  say  that  the  work  among  the  Mohammedans 
is  not  altogether  discouraging,  even  in  a  city  like  Bombay,  a  rendezvona  of  all 
classes  of  Moslem  fanatics  and  enthusiasts.  My  addresses  on  the  Esplanade, 
where  Mr.  Manakji  Modi  preaches,  were  heard  by  hundreds  of  all  classes  of 
natives,  not  a  few  of  whom  were  educated  Hindus  and  Pariris.  Sometimes  I 
spoke  for  an  hour  at  a  time,  and  could  command  most  respectful  attention.  I 
spoke  in  Hindustani,  Marathi,  and  English,  but  chiefly  in  the  former,  the  lingua 
franca  of  India,  as  well  as  the  most  vigorous  of  the  native  vernaculars. 

*'  The  street-preaching  is  becoming  popular  in  Thana.  I  was  sometimes  asked 
by  the  shop-keepers  to  preach  from  their  shops,  and  at  such  times  respectable 
Hindus  would  listen,  seating  themselves.  Mr.  Summers,  a  pensioned  European 
gentleman,  came  with  me  to  the  street-preaching,  as  well  as  our  own  agents  in 
the  place.  I  commenced  two  Sabbath  services  this  year — one  in  Marathi,  and 
the  other  in  English.  The  Marathi  service  was  attended  by  our  Mission  agents 
and  their  families,  and  the  English,  which  was  originally  started  for  educated 
natives,  by  Europeans  and  Native  Christians.  The  non-Christian  natives  did 
not  find  the  purely  devotional  meetings  interesting.  They  would  have  come  in 
large  numbers,  as  they  did  on  the  first  one  or  two  occasions,  if  I  had  discoursed 
to  them  on  secular  subjects. 

'*  I  have  been  residing  at  Alibag  since  November.  We  have  here  two  schools, 
English  and  Marathi.  Both  are  in  efficient  condition,  and  the  English  school  in 
particular  is  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers.  The  attendance  is  now  about  80. 
I  visit  at  least  once  a  month  the  schools  in  the  district ;  I  have  found  a  most 
useful  catechist  in  Mr.  Keskar  of  our  Jalna  Mission,  who  is  at  present  stationed 
at  Penn  the  largest  town  in  the  OoUectorate,  and  one  of  the  principal  seats  of  the 
Beni-IsraeL  T  had,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  a  most  interesting  meeting  with  the 
Beni-Israel  of  the  place,  who  assembled  for  me  in  their  Synagogue.  We  hold 
three  services  at  the  Mission-house,  the  Sabbath-school  at  8  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, a  Marathi  service  at  nine,  and  an  English  service  at  four  p.m.  in  the  after- 
noon. The  children  of  the  Marathi  school  come  to  the  Sabbath-school,  the  boys 
being  taken  by  the  catechist  and  myself,  assisted  by  teachers,  and  the  girls,  all 
Beni-Israel,  by  Mrs.  Oanpatrao. 

"  There  are  many  interesting  small  towns  and  villages  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
onr  principal  stations.  Last  Christmas  morning  I  walked  over  to  one,  and  spoke 
to  groups  of  Hindus  and  Beni-Israel.  As  it  was  Saturday,  I  got  a  number  of  the 
latter  to  hear  me.  I  read  and  expounded  a  Psalm,  and  these  poor  people,  men 
and  women,  heard  me  gladly.  Mr.  Baretto,  the  catechist,  preaches  in  the 
town.  We  hope  to  open  a  tract  shop,  where  both  the  catechist  and  myself  will 
read  and  speak  to  people,  as  well  as  sell  our  publications.  For  more  respectable 
people,  chiefly  educated  men,  we  pnrpose  opening  a  reading-room.  The  Beni- 
Israel  women  are  very  fond  of  our  hymns,  which  they  sing  most  enthusiastically. 

"This  province  belonged  at  one  time  to  a  Rajah,  whose  widow  is  still  living,  and 
is  called  Kani-Saheb.  Her  son,  who  called  to  see  us  soon  after  our  arrival  here, 
told  us  that  he  would  introduce  us  to  her  Highness.  At  the  outer  door  of  the 
court  of  the  palace,  we  were  met  by  an  officer  with  the  rod  of  state  in  his  hand, 
and  soon  after,  my  wife  had  to  part  company  with  me  and  my  son.  She  and  our 
daughters,  together  with  our  female  servant,  were  taken  by  a  back  door  into  the 
reception  chamber  of  her  Highness,  while  I,  and  my  son  foUowed  the  young 
prince  into  the  Durbar  Hall,  in  which  were  placed  two  rows  of  chairs.  There  was 
a  door  here,  concealed  by  a  green  screen,  behind  which  sat  the  Bani  with  my 
wife,  and  from  which  she  could  see  and  converse  with  me.  I  salaamed  to  her, 
expressing  in  the  most  suitable  words  my  gratification  at  the  honour  of  an  inter- 
view with  her.  She  responded  in  a  most  gracious  manner,  and  I  heard  her  talk 
quite  freely  and  cordially  with  Mrs.  Ganpatrao.  Of  course  my  wife  told  her 
about  onr  work,  our  aims  and  objects,  our  Book^  and  what  it  has  done  for  man- 
kind, etc.,  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  see  her  Highness  manifest  interest  in  every- 
thing she  heard.  Our  interview  was  closed  in  the  oriental  manner,  with  the 
distribution  of  htttl  and  o/Uar^  the  Rani  offering  them  personally  to  my  wife  and 
daughters,  and  the  young  prince  to  me  and  my  son." 
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Medical  Mission^  Thana, — ^Mr.  Lazarus  Abraham  reports  as  follows : — 

*'  The  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God  was  proclaimed  daily  to  the  patients.  Thoss 
who  were  able  to  read  had  tracts  in  Marathi,  Gujanthi,  Urdu,  and  English 
presented  to  them  before  thejr  left^the  dispensary.  Besides  the  service  conducted 
regularly  erery  morning,  we  had  opportunities  of  sowing  the  precious  seed  in 
yarious  ways.  While  visiting  poor  patients  in  their  homes,  God*s  truth  has 
been  read  or  a  word  spoken  for  Jesus  as  opportunity  ofifered.  Thana  being  close 
to  Bombay,  a  number  of  Christian  friends  connected  with -different  missions  pay 
us  occasional  visits,  and  assist  us  in  street-preaching.  Occasionally  we  preach 
in  front  of  the  dispensary,  where  we  have  a  large  audience^  in  the  Maharwada, 
and  the  Koliwada.  In  this  work  I  am  assisted  by  our  teacher^  Mr.  Shirpot, 
Mr.  Summers,  and  Isaac  Abraham.  The  Sabbath  evening  service  in  the  dispen- 
sary has  been  continued  as  formerly.  I  have  visited  the  following  viUagea  with 
my  medicine  cb^st: — Badlapore,  Kalyan,  Wangani,  Karjat,  Khandida»  and 
several  other  villages  near  Thana  among  the  Warlis,  Bhandaris,  and  Kalis. 
In  December  we  went  on  a  preaching  tour  along  the  B.  B.  and  C.  J. 
railway  line.  Mr.  Madhavarao  and  Mc  David  Ganpatrao  accompanied  me. 
We  travelled  about  167  miles,  and  visited  the  following  places  j: — Bassein,  Virar, 
Gholwad,  Bhordee,  Diviar,  Umargam,  Daman,  Bahai;  and  Surat.  In  all  these 
places  the  Lord  was  gracious  to  us,  and  helped  us  to  proclaim  the  gospel  of  His 
salvation.  A  large  number  of  patients  were  treated.  Virar,  Gholwad,  and 
Umargam.  About  48  patients  were  admitted  into  our  hospital  The  books  of 
the  dispensary  show  that  7912  entries  were  made  during  the  y«ar.  The  follow- 
ing figures  will  show  how  the  number  was  made  up:-« 


Hindus. 

MoBsiflinaiis. 

R«mazi  Catholics. 

ProtMtants. 

Fands. 

TotaL 

6307 

L036 

^20 

20 

29 

7912 

*'  The  past  jear  has  been  the  most  encouraging  since  ISIS : — 


New  Cases. 

OldCasea. 

Total. 

1878 
1879 
1880 

5,412 
<6,848 
7,912 

r 

12,253 
13,126 
15,232 



17,665 
19,974 
23,144 

- 

**  Bombay  NcHive  Ckvrck, — The  Rev.  Mr.  Dhanjibhai  continues  to  act  as  pastor 
of  the  congregation.  In  addition  to  €he  Sabbath  services,  one  in  finglish  at 
7  a.m.,  and  one  in  Marathi  at  4  p.m.,  Mr.  Dhanjibhai  conducts  three  other 
meetings  during  the  week  in  connection  with  the  congregation.  The  congr^* 
tion  continues  to  subscribe,  on  tiie  whole,  wcdl  towards  the  mafntenance  of 
ordinances,  the  sum  raised  for  all  purposes  being  over  Rs.500.  During  the  year 
16  were  admitted  to  the  membership  of  the  Church,  6  of  w4iom  were  adulta 
Two  of  these  were  women  of  the  Bhangi  class,  related  to  those  who  joined  the 
Church  in  a  large  nnmt>er  «ome  time  ago.  There  are  indications  that  a  good 
work  is  going  on  among  this  class  of  people.  A  few  Sabbaths  ago,  in  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Dhanjibhai,  Mr.  Mackichan  was  called  to  visit  the  husband  of 
one  of  the  women  whose  baptism  has  been  alluded  to.  The  man  has  been 
suffering  for  some  weeks  from  a  severe  illness,  from  which  he  was  not  likely  to 
recover.  His  great  desire  was  to  be  i«ceived  into  the  Christian  Church  by 
baptism,  and  to  be  united  in  profession  with  his  wife  and  family  before  he 
should  be  taken  from  them.  He  gave  good  evidence  of  a  change  of  hearty  and 
of  true  faith  in  Christ,  and  it  was  felt  that  one  in  whom  the  Spirit^s  work  was 
manifest  should  not  be  denied  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  A  short  servioe  was 
therefore  held  in  the  house,  and  he  was  baptized  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of 
native  Christians  and  other  friends  of  the  family.     On  the  following  Sabbath 
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the  news  of  his  death  was  brooght  to  na.  He  died  in  much  peace.  On  one 
Sabbath  he  was  admitted  to  the  membership  of  the  Church  on  earth,  on  the 
next  he  was,  we  have  good  reason  to  believe,  gathered  to  the  Church  above. 
The  Sabbath-school  connected  with  the  church  continues  to  be  well  attended. 
As  formerly,  a  laige  number  of  Hindu  children  from  the  Umbroli  school  attend 
regularly.  There  is  a  large  staff  ol  Sabbath-school  teachers,  both  male  and 
female." 

4*  PooMA  MissiONy  fouDded  in  1831. 

Poona   City. — Rev.    J.    S.    Beaumont,    M.A.,   Kev.    John   Small,    Ordained 
Missionaries.     Mr.  Drake,  Evangelist. 

Daring  Mr.  Beaumont's  short  furlough  in  Scotland,  the  work  of  the 
Institution  was  superintended  by  the  Kev.  John  Small,  who  thus  reports  on 
all  sides  of  the  mission  in  this  proud  Brahmanical  capital  of  the  Dekhan  : — 

T?^€  Naiwe  Church  and  Bvangeliatie  Services. — Attendance  at  both  was  unusually 
good.  Actual  membership  (now  104)  has  not  largely  grown ;  but  our  people, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  have  taken  advantage  of  Cliurch  privileges 
regularly,  while  others  have  attended  in  such  numbers  as  to  overcrowd  the 
church.  We  dream  sometimes  of  a  more  commodious  place.  The  remark  as  to 
attendance  holds  of  nearly  all  our  public  preachings,  so  that  if  good  audiences 
were  all  we  sought,  our  end  has  already  been  reached.  It  may  be  said,  too,  of 
the  Evangelistic  meetings,  that  although  discussion  continues,  we  have  no 
opposition  worthy  of  the  name.  One,  and  only  one,  stormy  meeting  we  had, 
cauBcd  by  an  unreasonable  opponent:  the  rule  has  been  good  and  intelligeut 
attention.  Brahmans  attend  the  city  meetings  ;  they  don't  care  to  stand  on  the 
street,  but  come  to  the  in-door  meeting  that  follows.  In  the  camp  the 
Mohammedan  element  prevails,  at  least  as  far  as  talking  goes ;  but  we  have  all 
marked  in  this  class  a  greater  restraint  during  the  year  of  fanatical  opposition. 
Of  both  classes  referred  to,  individuals  have  come  very  regularly,  and  have 
evinced  a  growing  friendliness  of  feeling  towards  us.  Mr.  Drake  and  a  company 
of  brethren,  preachers  and  singers,  spent  a  short  time  itinerating  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  My  hands  were  so  full  in  Poona  that  I  could  not  accompany  them, 
but  they  reported  favourably  of  their  reception  by  the  villagers,  who  were 
specially  attracted  by  the  music.  They  were  out  during  the  Mohurram  festival, 
and  while  the  Tabouts  were  being  carried,  but  in  some  places  the  people  preferred 
to  sit  quietly  listening  to  the  music  and  preaching.  One  of  the  Poena  Brahmans 
referred  to  above  followed  our  party  to  the  country  to  see  how  the  work  went  on, 
and  actually  fell  under  suspicion  of  the  villagers  of  his  class,  who  would  not  allow 
him  to  eat  with  them,  notwithstsnding  all  his  protestations  of  faithfulness  to  caste  ; 
and  the  poor  fellow  was  obliged  to  return  to  Poona,  a  premature  sufferer  in  the 
cause  of  Christianity. 

Our  congregational  Sabbath-school  has  prospered.  The  roll  is  71,  and  average 
attendance  50,  with  four  male  and  four  female  teachers.  Improvements  have 
been  made  In  registration,  and  regular  courses  of  lessons ;  and  the  Orphanage 
press  has  supplied  a  weekly  text,  neatly  printed,  to  each  scholar  to  be  committed 
to  memory.  The  pastor's  adult  class  in  the  '*  Pilgrim's  Progress  "  has  met  regu- 
larly, helping  many  onto  higher  Christian  experience. 

We  have  had  seven  adult  baptisms,  viz.,  of  a  young  man  in  service,  of  two  of 
the  Zenana  Mission  girls,  and  of  the  wife  and  three  younger  daughters  of  Mr. 
Bundooji,  elder  in  the  Native  Church.  Of  this  last  case  special  notice  has  been 
sent  home,  and  I  only  add  here  that  the  congregation  was  quickened  and 
eheered  by  the  event,  occurring  as  it  did  at  the  end  of  a  year  less  fruitful  in 
this  respect  than  some  of  its  predecessors.  Intimation  of  the  baptism  having 
been  given  to  our  English  congregation,  a  good  many  European  friends  attended 
and  had  their  interest  in  onr  work  increased.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  great  evil 
that  the  English  churches  in  India  know  so  little  of  Native  churches.  There  is 
little  or  no  coming  and  going  between  them. 
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The  PreM. — ^Oar  attempt  at  this  station  to  meet  industrial  wants  has  resolted 
in  the  Orphanage  press.  The  splendid  gift  of  the  Sabbath-sehoois  of  our  I^es 
Church,  consisting  of  presses,  type,  etc.,  arrived  io  July,  and  not  onrselves  and 
the  boys  only,  but  aU  friends  and  neighbours  who  have  seen  our  woik-room, 
have  been  struck  with  what  the  yonng  may  do  in  the  interests  of  a  great  cause. 
All  the  material  sent  us  is  excellent.  Six  of  our  own  boys  and  a  lad  from  out- 
side are  employed,  and  so  rapid  has  been  the  increase  of  work  sent  us,  that  our 
staff  has  risen  besides  to  a  superintendent,  bead  printer,  additional  compositor, 
pressman,  and  bookbinder.  Work  comes  to  us  even  from  Bombay,  and  indeed 
we  have  more  than  we  can  overtake.  Success,  however,  as  printers  will  see^ 
becomes  a  positive  difficulty  to  us,  as,  after  all,  we  have  but  the  one  laige  press 
and  our  first  small  one,  which  are  together  unable  to  clear  work  off  with  the 
despatch  required.  Profits  are  thus  reduced  too.  But  even  as  it  is,  we  are  now 
paying  our  way,  and  are  hopeful  of  increasing  working  power  by  degrees.  One 
thing  is  lacking — ^which  how  shall  I  dare  mention? — a  man,  an  experienced, 
energetic,  missionary-spirited  printer. 

Tke  JruiUutwn. — During  the  last  five  months  of  the  year  Mr.  Beaumont's  duties 
necessarily  devolved  on  me.  I  had  much  pleasure  in  taking  up  for  the  time  the 
Institution  work,  familiar  to  me  in  former  years.  Some  of  my  old  friends  among 
the  assistant  teachers,  and  also  some  of  my  former  pupils^  are  still  connected 
with  the  Institution,  and  we  had  the  mutual  pleasure  of  pulling  along  together 
again  for  a  time.  Our  Sabbath  evening  English  Service,  and  Thursday  evening 
Union  Prayer  Meeting  have  gone  on  as  usuaL  Members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
and  of  other  communions,  attend  these  services.  Evangelical  Episcopalians  find 
little  enjoyment  in  their  own  churches  in  India. 

Time  was,  and  not  very  remote,  in  Poon%  when  Protestant  ( English-speaking) 
]>arents  had  nothing  to  choose  between  Jesuit  schools  and  no  education  at  2l 
good  for  their  children.  We  have  now,  if  not  a  plethora^  an  abundant  supply  of 
good  Protestant  schools :  the  Scottish  School,  under  the  charge  of  our  own  Miss 
Kosina  Miller,  rooting  itself  well  in  public  favour ;  a  Methodist  School,  likewise 
prosperous ;  and  the  Victoria  School,  under  an  energetic  native  lady,  Mrs. 
Sorabji.  For  Episcopalians  of  High  Church  tendency  there  is  the  Bishop's 
Boys'  School,  with  St.  Mary's  Girls'  School,  wholly  under  the  Wantage  Sisters. 
There  ia  now  a  Young  Women's  Christian  Association,  whose  members  engage 
heartily  in  all  good  work  open  to  them,  in  which  should  surely  be  chronicled  the 
kind  act  of  furnishing  our  orphan  boys  each  with  a  warm  suit  at  Christmas-time. 
A  branch  of  the  Evangelical  Alliance  has  lately  been  formed  in  the  interests  of 
Christian  Union.  All  of  these  things  have  nearer  or  remoter  relations  to  our 
Mission  work.  How  cheering  the  thought  of  fellow-labourers  in  the  kingdom 
and  patience  of  Jesus  Christ !  Finally,  our  station  has  had  two  interesting  visits 
during  the  year,  showing  that  the  eyes  of  home  are  on  us, — that  of  Mrs.  Gilmour, 
the  delegate  of  that  part  of  the  Zenana  Society  in  London  that  has  chosen  the 
undenominational  basis,  and  that  of  Mr.  H.  Newman,  Secretary  of  the  Friends' 
Missionary  Society,  who  went  over  all  our  native  work  with  the  keenest  interest. 
Such  visits  are  thoroughly  beneficiaL  And  why  should  not  our  own  Church 
have  its  periodical  visitation,  in  order  that  both  here  and  at  home  seal  might  be 
kindled  7 

5.  Madras  Missions,  founded  in  1837. 

Madras  City, — ^Rev.  W.  Miller,  M  A. ;  W.  Stevenson,  M.A. ;  George  M.  Bae, 
M.A.  ;  Charles  Cooper,  M.A. ;  A«  Todd  (on  sick-leave) ;  G.  Patterson  (Wedeyaa 
Society) ;  A.  Alexander,  M.A. ;  P.  Rajahgopaul,  Ordained  Missionaries ;  Bev. 
B.  M.  Banboo,  Licentiate  ;  Mr.  C.  Michie  Smith,  B.Sc.,  Missionary  Professor ; 
Br.  W.  Elder,  Medical  Missionary. 

Ch'mgleptU,  Bev.  A.  Andrew,  Ordained  Missionary. 

NeUore,  Native  Head  Master  and  Assistants,  •      ) 

Conjeoeramf  Teachers  and  Catechists,  .     f  Superintended  by 

TriveUare,  do.,  .     (     Mr,  Stevenson. 

WcUlajahabad,  do.,  .         .        •      } 


Tin.  MADRAS  MfaSlOMS.  81 

The  United  Ghristian  College  continued  to  command  the  confidence, 
and,  in  one  waj  if  not  in  another,  the  support  of  all  the  Protestant 
Churches  at  work  in  South  India.  The  average  number  of  students  on 
the  roll  was  233,  against  197  the  year  before,  and  in  the  School  825, 
against  832.  The  expenditure  for  both  was  Rs.  52,000,  of  which  fees 
supplied  Rs.22,000,  the  Committee  and  private  friends  sent  Rs.2d,000, 
and  Oovernment  gave  as  grant  in  aid  only  Bs.7200,  or  scarcely  14  per 
cent.  Persian  was  added  to  the  languages  taught.  The  study  of  Phyni- 
oal  Science  was  so  popular  as  to  attract  29  of  the  43  members  of  the 
junior  B.  A.  class.  Only  6*7  per  cent  of  the  students  were  absentees.  The 
College  more  than  maintained  its  place  at  the  University  Examination ; 
54  passed  the  Matriculation  test,  51  the  F.A.,  25  the  B.A.,  one  winning 
the  Ami  gold  medal  for  Physical  Science,  and  one  took  the  degree  of 
U.A.  in  the  language  branch,  a  somewhat  rare  distinction.  The  Library 
and  Consulting-room  continued  to  be  probably  the  most  use  Ail  and  most 
used  of  any  in  India.  The  missionaries  report  regarding  the  University 
Examinations  that — 

"  They  hold  that  the  ioBtilliiig  of  prinoiples,  the  formation  of  character,  the 
moulding  of  thought  and  feeling  aloog  the  lines  of  divine  realities,  are  the  true 
aims  of  education,  and  that  these  objects  may  be  largely  gained  when  success  at 
examinations  is  by  no  ineaos  great  This  does  not,  however,  prevent  them  from 
being  glad  when  their  students  pass  creditably,  or  win  distinction  for  themselves 
and  for  their  college." 

**Cator  Scripture  Exarrunation. — As  usual,  a  few  of  our  pupils  presented 
themselves  at  this  examination.  Part  of  the  subjects  for  the  higher  grade  is 
commonly  read  in  some  of  the  college  classes,  and  part  of  the  subjects  for  the 
lower  grade  in  the  two  highest  classes  of  the  school  There  is,  however,  no 
special  preparation  for  the  examination,  and  the  appearance  of  any  of  our  pupils 
at  it  is  entirely  voluntary.  Last  year,  13  appeared  for  the  higher  grade  and 
about  20  for  the  lower.  In  the  higher  grade  the  third  prize  and  12  certificates 
of  distii^guisbed  merit,  in  the  lower  the  fifth  prize  and  7  certificates,  were  gained 
by  our  pupils." 

Spiritual  Aim  of  the  College. — The  report  thus  concludes : — 

*'The  work  that  the  Council  and  the  College  aim  at  is  not  one  that  can  be 
done  easily,  and  nob  one  to  be  finished  in  a  day.  To  make  divine  ravelation  in 
its  real  sense  and  living  power  take  hold  upon  the  awakened  and  disciplined 
intelligence  of  a  people, — ^to  change  the  current  of  their  thonght  so  that  Christ 
shall  be  no  longer  misunderstood,  and  therefore  hated,  but  regarded  as  one  to 
be  listened  to,  honoured,  loved,  yes,  and  lived  and  died  for,  by  thoughtful  and 
inquiring  men, — that  is  a  work  which  those  who  have  any  acquaintance  with 
divine  methodis  of  procedure  will  not  expect  to  be  accomplished  as  soon  as  it 
18  begtm.  The  road  may  well  be  long  and  toilsome  when  the  goal  is  so  great 
and  high.  Difficulties  and  dangers  are  therefore  sure  to  meet  us  still ;  difficul- 
ties certainly  from  narrowness  of  means,  and  difficulties  probably  enough  of 
kinds  that  are  more  harassing  and  hard  to  bear  than  even  these.  Still  it  is 
something  that  so  many  difficulties  have  been  already  overcome,  and  that  a 
college  which  steadily  avows  such  purposes  and  acts  on  them  should  have 
attained  the  measure  of  prosperity  and  stability  that  have  been  enjoyed  for  a 
series  of  years.  And  it  is  something  more  that  the  tokens  should  be  many,  and 
increasing  year  by  year,  that  the  truth  taught  and  the  efforts  used  meet 
some  response  in  those  for  whose  good  we  labour.  It  all  encourages  the  hope 
that  the  dangers  of  the  future  will  be  overcome  when  they  arise,  as  those  of 
the  past  have  been,  and  that  the  goal  will  be  reached  even  though  the  onward 
path  may  sometimes  lead  through  gloom  and  storm  as  remarkable  as  the  pros  • 
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perouB  light  through  which  it  is  paasing  for  the  prewnt  And  whatever  the 
future  may  have  in  store,  we  thank  God  that  He  has  enabled  us  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  deepest  good  of  a  land  that  has  had  its  greatness  in  the  past,  and 
that  is  destined,  all  a^^pearances  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  to  a  nobler 
and  more  enduring  because  a  Christian  greatness  in  the  future.*' 

Madras  Mediccd  Muaion, — The  twe  dispensaries  increased  in  popu- 
larity. The  daily  attendance  at  both  rose,  in  the  year,  to  21,479  against 
17,830^ 


Mmi. 

Women. 

ChlMraa. 

49 

9 

6 

706 

747 

1,478 

358 

251 

202 

6,426 

3,401 

3,961 

1,153 

1,139 

1,393 

Europeans, 

Eurasians, 

Muhammadans,  .... 

Hindus  (of  all  castes), 

Native  Christians,      .... 

Dr.  Elder  reports : — 

*'The  diseases  which  bulked  most  latgely  were: — ^Fevers,  Blienmatism, 
Inflammation  of  the  ear,  Bronchitis,  Dyspepsia,  Abscesses,  Cutaneous  affections, 
and  Injuries.  The  number  of  surgical  operations  performed  was  699.  The 
students,  twenty-fonr,  continued  to  render  valuable  aid  in  the  dispensaries  as 
compounders,  while  they  added  to  their  knowledge  of  drugs  and  of  disease. 
It  will  be  two  years  before  any  of  them  are  able  to  enter  upon  work  on  their 
own  responsibility.  Efforts  were  made  as  usual  to  spread  abroad  a  knowledge 
of  the  truth  among  the  patients  by  addresses  in  the  dispensaries,  personal  con- 
versations in  the  consulting  room,  and  house-to-house  visitation.  l¥e  had  a 
special  course  of  evangelistic  services  in  the  Church  during  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  which  were  well  attended,  and  we  trust  that  some  of  the  seed 
then  sown  fell  on  good  ground.** 

Chingleputy  nnder  the  Rev.  A.  Andrew  and  his  wife,  and  two  catecbists, 
became  the  centre  of  extended  evangelistic  work. 

''Mondays  and  Fridays  were  given  to  street-preaching  in  the  town,  while 
the  three  days  intervening  were  devoted  to  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Besides  studying  Tamil,  it  was  my  aim  to  be  often  with  the  Catechista.  During 
December  itinerating  work  was  begun,  for  it  was  only  then  that  I  had  sufficiently 
mastered  the  language  to  enable  me  to  speak.  Ssdras  was  chosen  aa  a  centre 
from  which  we  went  out  to  the  villages  lying  around.  Very  successful  work 
was  done  there^  so  far  as  getting  men  to  hear  the  Oospel  is  concerned.  Even 
women  were  drawn  within  our  reach  by  the  presence  of  my  wife,  who  accom- 
panied us.  During  the  year  440  addresses  were  delivered  to  about  15,500 
people  in  all,  while  about  17,000  tracts  were  distributed.  Several  times  we  have 
been  requested  by  Hindus  themselves  to  preach  in  certain  villages.  Some  edn- 
cated  men  have  confessed  that  they  were  Christians  at  heart,  and  that  tiiey  hate 
the  superstitions  and  degrading  customs  which  caste  compels.  Such  are  not  fsr 
from  the  kingdom  of  God,  hot  lack  the  moral  power  to  take  the  decisive  step." 
Mr.  Andrew  also  conducts  an  English  service  on  Sabbath  evenings^  which 
attracts  all  classes  of  the  oommunity,  and  condocts  a  Snnday-schooL 

Madras  Schools, — ^No  fewer  than  1250  boys  and  1375  girls  were  nnder 
Christian  instruction  last  year  in  27  schools.  Of  the  boy8^  4  were 
High,  2  were  Middle,  and  4  were  Primary  Schools ;  in  these  there  was 
an  increase  of  12  per  cent,  in  pupils  and  fees ;  the  latter  amounted  to 
Bs.  8860.  The  Nellore  School,  with  306  on  the  roll,  passed  9  students 
into  the  University.  The  attendance  of  the  boys  at  a  Sunday  class  for 
reading  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  was  satisfactory.  Mr.  Raiahgopanrs 
Ragged  School,  in  new  premises  granted  by  the  Government,  had  204  on 
the  roily  of  whom  54  were  girls. 
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The  Native  Churches, — In  both  the  Tamil  Churches  the  number  of 
communicants  and  adherents  increased.  Native  catechists  carried  on 
evangelistic  work  daily. 

"  Mr.  Rajahgopaul  reports  307  in  all  as  connected  with  his  congregatioD,  of 
whom  159  are  in  fall  communion.  They  contributed  for  the  support  of  ordinances 
and  other  congregational  purposes  about  Rs.  500.  A  young  man,  who  was  for 
some  years  a  student  in  the  Christian  College,  and  afterwards  a  teacher  in  one  of 
Mr.  Kajabgopaul's  schools,  after  a  period  of  inquiry  and  special  instruction  by 
Mr.  Rajahgopaul,  resolved  to  confess  Christ.  He  was  about  to  be  baptized 
when  his  heathen  relatives  forcibly  interfered.  After  a  time,  however,  he  made 
his  way  to  Cocanada,  where  he  has  been  baptized  in  connection  with  the 
Canadian  Baptist  Mission.  In  the  Royapooram  Native  Church  nine  adults  and 
^ye  children  were  baptized ;  and  there  are  now  50  communicants  and  80  adher- 
ents, or  130  in  all.  One  of  those  baptized  was  a  girl  in  the  Poor  School  con- 
nected with  the  Church.  Her  parents,  being  favourably  disposed  towards  Chris- 
tianity, raised  no  serious  objection  to  her  public  confession  of  Christ,  and  they 
are  allowing  her  to  live  with  them  as  before.  We  trust  that  this  maintenance 
of  the  natural  ties  will  be  for  good  to  them,  and  no  ill  to  her.  The  breaking  of 
the  family  bond  is  doubtless  often  a  sad  necessity,  but  it  brings  many  evil  results. 
It  ought  never  to  be  lightly  severed,  being  second  in  sacredness  only  to  the 
highest  duty.  The  girl  still  attends  the  school  and  desires  to  be  trained  as  a 
teacher. 

6.  GEKtRAL  India  Missions,  founded  in  1845. 

Nagpert  and  Seetabuidee.^-BjBy.  J.  G.  Cooper  (on  sick  leave),  D.  Whittoo,  J. 
Doaglas,  Ordained  Missionaries ;  A.  Macphail,  M.A.,  Teacher  and  Evangelist. 

Komiptee, — Mr.  P.  Nordfors,  Evangelist. 

Chindwara, — ^Rev.  J.  Dawson,  Ordained  Missionary. 

Nagpare  Institution  and  Schools. — Sickness  prevailing  in  the  city 
affiscted  the  attendance  at  the  beginning  of  the  session,  but  no  fewer  than 
37  ont  of  42  of  the  students  passed  the  annual  middle  class  examination 
and  competition  for  state  scholarships  in  September.  Two  of  them  were 
Christian  lads,  and  one  the  first  of  the  orphan  boys  who  has  reached  this 
educational  standard.  At  the  Calcutta  University  Entrance  Examination 
the  student  who  stood  at  the  head  of  all  the  candidates  from  the  Central 
Provinces  was  from  the  Free  Church  Institution,  and  he  won  the  Inspector- 
Oenerars  prize  of  Rs.  25.  The  Edneational  Authorities  were  so  fair  to 
oar  Christian  Institution  as  to  invite  it  to  establish  a  First  Arts  Class, 
which  the  students  from  their  own  and  the  purely  Hindoo  City  School 
might  attend,  instead  of  going  so  far  as  to  Jubbulpore.  The  immediate 
result  is  seen  in  this  extract  from  the  report  of  the  Inspector-General  to 
the  Chief  Commissioner,  dated  7th  December  1880. 

''  The  Rev.  D.  Whitton  consulted  the  Foreign  Missions'  Committee  of 
the  Free  Church  of  Scotland,  who  with  great  liberality  promised  to 
increase  their  grant  by  £150  per  annum.  And  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitton, 
the  Manager,  is  prepared  to  open  a  First  Arts  Class  from  the  1st  proximo 
if  the  Local  Administration  will  from  that  date  give  an  increased  grant 
of  Rs.  100  per  mensem.  I  attach  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitton,  in  which  the  whole  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  First  Arts 
Class  at  Nagpur  is  well  and  impartially  discussed." 

This  new  tribute  to  the  efficiency  of  our  Christian  Institution  is  the 
moi^  noteworthy  that  the  purely  Hindoo  managers  of  the  rival  city 
fchod  cooperated  with  the  missionaries.    Meanwhile  the  vested  interesta 
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Bt  Jubbalpore  have  led  the  (}ovemmeDt  to  postpone  this  instalment  of 
justice  to  our  Institution,  and  the  local  capitid  alike.  Mr.  Whitton  thus 
reports : — 

'*  While  the  negotiations  were  in  progress,  it  was  very  pleasing  to  see  that  no 
opposition  was  offered  on  the  part  of  the  managers  of  the  city  school,  though 
they  had  been  doing  their  utmost  before  to  get  the  class  attached  to  their  own 
establishment.  It  might,  indeed,  be  too  much  to  regard  this  as  an  indication  of 
the  spread  of  Christian  sentiment  in  the  city,  but  it  certainly  warrants  us  in 
believing  that  our  mission,  as  an  educational  agency,  enjoys  the  unabated  con- 
fidence of  the  native  community. 

**  Our  branch  schools  have  done  very  fair  work  during  the  year.  Aditwari, 
which  had  been  declining  for  some  time,  but  had  begun  again  to  improve  before 
Mr.  Cooper  left,  has  continued  to  make  progress  throughout  the  yefur.  Of  the 
Lascar  lines  school  in  Seetabuldee  not  much  can  be  said.  Owing  to  the  diver- 
sity of  tongues,  it  is  very  difficult  to  organise  it  on  a  proper  plan.  It  has  its 
place,  however,  in  our  system,  and  with  all  its  defects  could  not  well  be  spared. 
Kamptee  school  is  a  very  different  affair.  Under  the  skilful  management  of 
Mr.  Nordfors,  it  has  continued  to  make  steady  progress,  though  it  is  still  a  good 
way  from  the  standard,  which  we  hope  it  will  one  day  reach.  About  the  middle 
of  the  year  one  of  the  teachers  deserted  us  to  join  the  Government  school  on  the 
other  side  of  the  street.  Kamptee  school  is  liable  to  sudden  fluctuations  from 
the  coming  and  going  of  native  troops.  Just  at  the  end  of  the  year  a  native 
regiment  was  ordered  to  Burma,  and  carried  off  with  it  a  good  number  of  the 
most  promising  pupils.  During  the  year  we  bought  a  building  adjoining  the 
school  compound,  as  we  required  additional  accommodation  for  the  lower  rlasses 
The  cost  of  the  building,  including  repairs,  amounted  to  dose  on  Rs.  1000.  All 
the  lower  classes  have  now  been  drafted  into  it,  and  the  teachers  seem  much 
pleased  at  the  new  arrangements." 

T?ie  NcUive  Churches. — *'  In  the  month  of  May,  after  careful  oonaidenition,  ^re 
made  an  attempt  to  give  some  sort  of  corporate  unity  to  the  scattered  members 
of  our  native  CSiurches  in  Seetabuldee  and  Nagpur.  This  seemed  to  na  the  first 
step  that  required  to  be  taken  in  order  to  reach  the  end  we  have  in  view,  via:, 
to  make  the  native  Church  self-supporting  and  independent  While  the  con- 
gregation, therefore,  in  Seetabuldee  and  Nagpur  have  still  separate  services 
on  Sabbath  mornings — ^the  one  io  Marathi  and  the  other  in  Tamil — ^they  meet 
together  on  Sabbath  afternoons  and  worship  together,  the  services  being  con- 
ducted in  Marathi  This  new  plan  has  now  had  six  months'  trial,  and  the 
results  have  completely  swept  away  any  misgivings  we  had  about  it  when  we 
began.  It  has  improved  the  attendance,  deepened  the  earnestness,  and  quickened 
the  spiritual  life  of  the  people.  Besides,  as  the  services  are  conducted  by  two  of 
themselves,  Mr.  Damodar  and  Mr.  Timothy,  to  whom  we  are  greatly  indebted  for 
their  valuable  and  loving  labours,  they  tend  to  teach  the  people  to  depend  more 
on  themselves  and  on  their  own  resources  and  efforts  than  they  have  hitherto 
been  in  the  habit  of  doing.  The  next  thing  that  must  be  done  is  to  get  pastors 
settled  over  them.  When  the  Presbytery  of  Bombay  met  here  in  October,  a 
resolution  was  passed  to  proceed  at  once  with  the  training  of  students  for  the 
ministry,  and  as  we  had  three  young  men  who  were  anxious  to  begin  their  stadiea, 
the  presbytery  gave  us  permission  to  form  them  into  a  class  and  take  them 
through  the  prescribed  course  of  study.  As  all  three  are  at  present  teaching  in 
our  schools,  it  is  no  easy  matter  arranging  to  set  them  free,  but  it  must  be  done, 
as  the  object  is  of  paramount  importance. 

"  While  the  native  Christians  generally  have  given  us  no  cause  for  anxietf  ,  we 
regret  to  say  that  we  have  had  one  painful  case  of  discipline. 

"  In  the  Kamptee  Native  Churdi  the  pastor,  N.  Joseph,  has  oondncted  the 
services  regularly,  and  has  done  his  work  well,  besides  evangelistic  woi4e  in  the 
fjbation.'* 

Evangeliatk  WorL--"  The  Engliah  servioes  at  Seetabuldee  and  Kamptee  have 
been  kept  np  as  usual     In  Kamptee  Mr.  Nwdfors  takes  the  serviee 
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fortnight,  and  Mr.  Dougbui  and  I  go  in  to  Kamptee  alternately  and  supply  the 
▼acant  Sabbaths.  Prayer-meetings  and  singing-meetings  are  also  held  in  the 
school-room  daring  the  week.  The  attendance  is  good,  and  altogether  the  work 
in  Kamptee  is  very  encouraging.  Our  Sabbath  morning  meetings  in  Seetabuldee 
had  to  be  given  up  some  months  ago,  as  Mr.  Fraser,  who  has  conducted  them 
so  long,  was  unable  to  continue  them  owing  to  frequent  and  prolonged  absences 
from  Nagpore.  We  regret  exceedingly  that  we  were  unable  to  take  up  the 
work  which  this  devoted  servant  of  the  Lord  was  compelled  to  lay  down,  but 
we  felt  that  we  could  not  do  so  with  so  many  other  burdens  pressing  upon  us. 
However,  we  have  kept  up  our  weekly  prayer-meetings  and  our  Sabbath 
evening  services.  The  attendance  has  been  encouraging,  though  it  has  lately 
fluctuated  a  good  deal.  We  are  unable  to  visit  the  people  as  we  might  do 
if  we  had  more  time,  nevertheless  Mr.  Douglas  has  done  a  good  deal  through- 
out the  year  to  supply  this  lack.  We  engaged  the  services  of  a  colporteur  in 
the  month  of  October.  He  travels  all  over  the  country  carrying  his  books 
on  his  back,  and  at  the  end  of  every  month  gives  an  account  of  his  labours. 
We  hope  to  do  more  in  this  line  by  and  by.  Readers  are  now  increasing 
on  every  hand,  and  it  is  most  important  that  they  should  have  good  books 
to  read.  I  paid  a  visit  to  Bhandara  in  the  month  of  May,  and  saw  what  was 
being  done  in  the  way  of  evangelistic  effort  by  the  native  Christians  there. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  life  among  them." 

Chindwara. 

Mr.  Dawson  reports : — 

"The  Mission  staff  is  a  little  stronger  than  it  was  this  time  last  year,  as 
we  have  now  a  third  Mission  agent, — Isaac  Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  Hardie, 
Catechist,  who  has  been  admitted  as  a  student  of  divinity  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Bombay.  The  Native  Church  is  in  fully  fair  condition,  although 
smalL  Service  has  been  conducted  regularly  in  Hindi  on  Sabbath  mornings 
throughout  the  year,  except  when  we  were  absent  on  our  preaching  tours.  The 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  once  during  the  year,  when 
five  members  communicated.  The  boys'  school  continues  very  much  as  it  was 
last  year,  except  that  the  numbers  are  a  little  smaller.  We  have  had  three 
extensive  preaching  tours  during  the  year, — two  to  the  south,  and  one  to 
the  north  of  the  District ;  we  have  also  had  two  smaller  ones,  one  of  which  was 
broken  on  account  of  fever,  the  other  was  in  a  semicircle  round  Chindwara. 
We  have  also  visited  villages  near  Chindwara  and  returned  the  same  day.  On 
these  tours  and  visitations  we  have  preached  in  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine  towns 
and  villages,  nearly  all  of  which  are  in  the  Chindwara  district.  On  the  whole 
we  have  been  well  received  by  the  people.  We  have  seldom  had  anything  like 
systematic  opposition  to  our  work.  Many  of  the  people  are  willing  to  be 
instructed,  especially  in  the  more  sparsely  populated  parts  of  the  district" 

(7.)  Dekhan  Native  Missions,  founded  in  1864. 

Jalfia  and  Belhel.—ReY.  Karayan  Sheshadri,  Ordained  Miukmary. 
Indajxyrc-^lEieY.  Narayan  Sheshadri,  and  Rev.  L.  R.  Mahatekar,  LieerUiate, 
OomrawfOee, — Bev.  Sidoba  Misal,  Ordained  Mi8si<mary. 

Onr  report  last  year  sketched  at  length  the  interesting  history  of  the 
foundation  and  progress  of  this,  Ihe  most  spiritually  fruitful  of  our  purol) 
native  ^missions.  The  Foreign  Missions  Committee  have  resolved  to 
address  to  his  Excellency  the  Nawab  Mookhtyar-ool-Moolk,  Sir  Salar 
Jung,  G.C.S.I.,  a  letter  acknowledging  the  beneficent  toleration  and  the 
encouragement  given  to  our  Mission  in  the  territory  of  the  Nizam  of 
which  he  has  long  been  the  distinguished  minister.  The  presence  of  the 
Bev.  Narayan  Sheshadri  in  the  United  States,  Canada,  Scotland,  and 
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England,  for  which  be  left  Western  India  in  Jnly  1880,  and  the  hundreds, 
of  inspiriting  and  informing  addresses  which  he  has  been  strengthened  by 
Ood  to  deliver  in  church  and  missionary  meetings,  to  old  and  young, 
render  it  unnecessary  for  us  to  do  more  this  year  than  refer  to  the  pro- 
gressive statistics  of  these  three  Missions,  as  given  in  the  tabular  state- 
ments in  the  Appendix.  While  everywhere  advocating  the  extension  of 
his  rural  Missions,  especially  among  such  outcast  tribes  as  the  Mangs  and 
Mahars  to  whom  this  Brahman-born  minister  of  Christ  Jesus  has  been  so 
greatly  blessed,  Mr.  Sheshadri  has  not  failed  to  point  to  the  great  Christian 
colleges  established  by  Duff,  Wilson,  Anderson,  and  Hislop  in  India,  as, 
under  God,  the  source  of  all  his  success,  and  that  of  the  other  once  Hindoo 
and  Parsee  missionaries  whom  the  colleges  have  sent  into  the  ranks  of 
many  branches  of  the  one  evangelical  Church.  On  the  18th  January 
1881  the  Committee  recorded  this  minute : — 

"111.  The  Convener  and  the  Members  welcomed  the  presenoe  of  the  Rev. 
Narayan  Sheshadri,  who  thereafter  addressed  the  Committee,  reviewing  his  tour 
from  Bombay  hy  Ceylon,  the  Straits  Settlements,  China,  Japan,  the  United 
States,  and  Canada  to  Scotland.  Mr.  Sheshadri  dwelt  on  tiie  idolatry  and 
immonlityl  caused  hy  Boodhism,  contrasting  the  spiritnal  degradation  of  its 
votaries  with  the  purely  ideal  and  misleading  pictures  drawn  by  E.  Arnold  in  his 
*  Light  of  Asia.'  He  reported  the  desire  expressed  by  the  principal  evangelical 
missionaries  in  China  for  Christian  colleges  and  literature,  such  as  those  created 
by  the  founders  of  our  missions  in  India  and  Africa.  He  specially  addressed  the 
ministers  present  on  the  evangelistic  character  of  the  daily  studies  and  worship 
in  oar  Indian  Institutions,  of  which  he,  and  men  like  the  Rev.  K.  M.  Bannerjea» 
LlkD.,  are  the  fruit,  and  deprecated  the  antagonism  sometimes  set  up  between 
such  teaching  and  vernacular  preaching.  He  appealed  to  the  Church  to  support 
its  Institutions  more  heartily  than  ever,  and  to  send  forth  more  agents  to  take 
advantage  of  the  new  currents  of  thought  and  feeling  which  our  own  missionaries, 
more  than  others,  had  set  in  motion." 

Such  a  testimony  only  follows  that  of  the  Rev.  D.  Nowrojee  and  the 
Rev.  P.  Rajahgopaul  when  they  addressed  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
early  years  after  the  Disruption. 

II.-APRIOA. 

8.  Eafraria  Missions,  adopted  in  1844. 

LovedcUe.—BevB,  J.  Stewart,  M.D.,  W.  J.  B.  Moir,  M.  A,  D.  Doig  Young,  and 
H.  Msimba,  Ordained  Missionaries ;  Mr.  A.  Smith,  M.A.,  Missionary  Professor  ; 
Messrs.  P.  Stewart*  W.  O.  Duncan,  and  A  Qeddes,  Masters ;  Mr.  J.  Weir, 
Missionary-emeritus  (appointed  in  1827).  Superintendents  of  blacksmitha*, 
carpenters*.  Wagon-makers',  printing,  and  hook  and  farm  departments. 

Meu/arlan. — ^Rev.  E.  Makiwani,  Ordained  Missionary. 

BumahUL — ^Rev.  W.  Stuart,  M.  A,  Ordained  Missionary. 

Phie, — Rev.  Bryoe  Ross,  M.A,  Ordained  Missionary. 

Cunningham, — Rev.  Richard  Ross,  Ordained  Missionary. 

Ihffbanh, — Rev.  James  Maodonald,  Ordained  Missionary. 

Blythavpood  InMtUuAian.—^ir.  J.  A  Beanie  ;  Dr.  John  Bond,  Medical  Mmiirntry 

Lovedak  Missionary  Institution. — Dr.  Stewart's  report  shows  512 
youths  of  both  sexes  under  Bible  instruction,  or  407  in  the  Institution  and 
105  in  the  station  school.     Of  the  former,  97  were  girls.    Of  the  310 
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male  students,  200  were  native  boarders,  58  native  apprentices,  30 
European  boarders,  and  22  European  day  pupils.  These  paid  £1954  in 
fees  for  1880,  but  £781  was  due  for  that,  and  £372  for  previous  years. 
Hence  the  adoption  from  1881  of  the  new  rale  of  pre-payment  of  fees. 
College. — There  were  4  students  in  the  class  of  Systematic  Theology,  of 
which  Hodge's  work  is  the  text-book,  19  in  that  of  English  composition, 
23  in  that  of  English  History,  6  in  that  of  senior  Latin  under  Mr. 
Young,  and  50  in  those  mider  Mr.  A.  Smith  for  English  literature, 
mathematics,  school  management,  logic,  and  church  history.  School. — 
The  three  school  classes  were  conducted  by  Messrs.  Macphail,  Duncan,  and 
P.  Stewart.  The  last,  reporting  on  those  of  his  section  of  the  first  or 
junior  year's  class,  gives  us  this  glimpse  of  the  young  Kafirs  grappling 
with  the  vernacular  and  English,  and  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Christ  in  the 
Gospels : — 

"  Those  who  join  this  class  are  in  very  varied  stages.  Some  know  English 
fairly  well,  while  others  do  not.  For  some  time  the  latter  succeed  with  reading, 
writing,  and  spelling  only,  the  mechanical  and  memory  parts  of  education.  To 
give  them  an  intelligent  grasp  of  the  daily  reading  lasson,  it  is  translated  in  the 
preparation  classes.  The  constant  use  of  the  Kafir  dictionary,  and  the  frequent 
inquiries  about  the  meaning  of  words,  phrases,  and  passages  in  English,  show  the 
great  desire  of  many  to  learn  English.  That  many  succeed  is  seen  by  the  high 
percentage  value  of  the  written  answers  to  questions  in  meaning,  spelling,  and 
elementary  grammar.  The  Jloyal  JReader,  No.  iv.,  has  been  studied  during  the 
year,  and  the  diligence,  attention,  and  success  of  two-thirds  of  the  class  have  been 
satiBfactory.  In  arithmetic,  the  simple  and  compound  rules  have  been  explained 
and  worked.  In  these  many  of  the  boys  are  accurate,  and  fairly  quick,  while  some 
have  gained  high  marks  in  the  written  examination.  The  map  geography  of 
Europe  and  Asia  has  been  gone  over.  The  restraint  of  writing  is  to  some 
irksome,  and  their  exercises  show  haste  and  impatience,  while  some  of  the  boys 
are  careful  and  good  writers. 

''The  Scripture  instruction  has  been  the  reading,  the  explanation  and  the 
examination  of  the  Grospels  according  to  Matthew  and  Mark,  and  Luke  as  far  as 
the  fifth  chapter.  The  answers  to  the  daily  examination  showed  the  great  need 
for  this  part  of  the  work  of  the  class.  The  attention  of  most  of  the  boys  waa 
dose  and  respectful** 

Industrial  Departments, — The  Carpenters'  year  began  with  19  and 
ended  with  25  native  apprentices.  Of  those  who  completed  their  term 
of  five  years,  one  remained  at  £7  a  month,  with  board  and  lodging. 
The  attendance  at  the  Sabbath  morning  class  was  satisfactory  and 
encouraging.  The  work  done  in  the  carpenter's  department  was  to  the 
value  of  £1402.  In  the  wagon-maker's  department  there  were  6  appren- 
tices, of  whom  4  completed  their  term,  and  5  new  lads  were  taken  on. 
Besides  painting  the  buildings,  these  made  7  new  wagons,  3  Scotch  carts, 
3  other  carts,  10  wheelbarrows,  and  several  agricultural  implements. 
The  blacksmith's  department,  5  apprentices,  turned  out  work  to  the  value 
of  £974.  The  bookbinding  department,  2  apprentices,  prepared  340 
volumes  for  the  public,  6455  school  and  4200  printing  books,  to  the 
value  of  £225.  The  following  gives  a  vivid  idea  of  the  busy  life  in  this 
missionary  settlement : — 

Printing  Department  (4  apprentices  and  1  journeyman). — ^An  edition  of  the 
Kafir  spelling-book  (10,000  copies);  do.  Kafir  sequel  (5000  do.);  shipping  form 
books  for  East  London  Boating  Company  ;  telegraph  form  books  ;  sermons ; 
text-books ;  pamphlets  ;  pass  forms ;   re^torts ;  labels  (25,000) ;   about  25,000 
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copies  of  the  Christian  Bxpreas^  Kafir  Express,  and  LavedaJe  Stws  have  been 
issued — in  all,  350,000  impressions.  The  value  of  the  work  turned  out  amount* 
to  about  £550. 

Telegraph  Office — LovedcUe. — ^Telegrams  forwarded  and  received,  January  to  Jnly 

1880— seven  months, 1810 

(On  1st  August  a  telegraph  office  was  opened  in  Alice.) 

From  1st  August  to  29th  December, 500 

Total  for  1880, 2310 

Native  telegrams  forwarded  and  received  during  1880,  .         .  197 

,,  „  ,,  „  ,,       1879,         .         .         .  lOo 

Increase  in  1880 94 

During  the  period  in  which  the  office  was  wrought  by  Lovedale,  we  paid  over 
to  Government  the  clear  sum  of  nearly  £500. 

LovedaJe  Post/or  1880.— Oti^oin^H-Letters,  4697 

Papers  and  book  packets,  2461  7,158 

Arriving — Letters,  .  6398 

Papers  and  book  packets,  5215        11,619 

Total — ^Letters,  papers  and  book  packets,  both  wajrs,  18,771 

The  above  is  exclusive  of  the  Christian  Express,  IsigidinU  Samaxosa,  and  Love- 
dale  Neios. 

The  Farm, — Grain  and  other  produce  was  raised  to  the  extent  of  1020  bags. 

The  Native  Churches. — ^The  Rev.  P.  J.  Mzimba,  himself  the  fruit  cif 
Lovedale,  Feturns  613  members  in  full  commuDion  in  the  Lovedale  Kafir 
Church,  to  which  1593  have  been  admitted  since  its  foundation.  The 
number  of  adults  baptized  in  1880  was  39,  and  of  candidates  for  baptism 
140.  There  were  356  vernacular  scholars  under  instruction,  who  paid 
£50  in  fees,  and  X15  for  school-books.  The  Church  gave  £70  for  sup- 
port of  the  ministry,  X47  for  other  objects,  and  £14  for  missionaiy 
work.  Mr.  Mzimba  states  that  '^  during  the  last  three  years  we 
have  had  drought  and  war,  and  in  consequence  the  country  is  impover- 
ished greatly.  But  the  gospel  has  continued  to  make  progress.  The 
schools  suffered  also,  but  the  importance  of  education  has  gained  more 
ground  in  the  native  mind.  The  number  of  heathen  parents  is  increasing 
who  are  willing  to  sell  their  cattle  for  the  education  of  their  sons." 

Ptrte. — The  Rev.  Bryce  Ross,  our  senior  missionary,  reports  that  the  district 
enjoyed  peace  and  quiet,  having  escaped  the  disturbances  of  war  or  rebellion 
that  have  revisited  South  Africa.  It  has,  however,  suffered  greatly  from  drought 
and  famine.  The  celebration  of  the  Jubilee  of  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Church 
and  that  of  the  district  had  a  cheering  effect,  like  an  oasis  or  two  in  the  midst  of 
a  desert.  Still  the  spirits  of  the  people  are  weighed  down  greatly  by  the  evils 
that  prevaU  in  the  country  generally,  and  all  mission-work  is  felt  to  be  up-hiU 
indeed. 

Native  Churches. — ^The  admissions  have  been  comparatively  few,  but  of  a  very 
promising  nature ;  and  the  largeness  of  the  exclusions  have  in  part  been  owing 
to  increased  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  office-bearers  in  the  Church ;  five 
young  people  were  suspended  for  Sabbath  desecration — an  evil  which  has  been 
on  the  increase  for  a  good  while  in  this  country,  and  which  has  been  too  much 
overlooked.    It  will  be  seen  also  from  the  returns  that  the  number  of  communi- 
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<sant8  on  the  roll  is  lower  than  in  the  previouB  year.  This  is  owing  to  our  having 
this  year  purged  the  roU  of  a  nnmber  who  had  gone  away  as  if  temporarily  during 
the  disturbed  state  of  the  eonntry,  but  who  have  not  returned. 

SehooU, — ^These  have  been  kept  down  greatly  in  numbers,  in  attendance,  and 
in  efficiency,  by  the  depressed  state  of  the  people.  In  our  district  the  schools, 
except  the  industrial  one,  have  to  depend  for  pecuniary  support  solely  on  the 
Cloyemment  grants  and  the  fees  from  the  parents  ;  in  most  other  fields  there  is 
additional  help.  This  makes  it  difficult  for  us  not  only  to  get  suitable  teachers, 
but  also  to  keep  them,  while  the  people  would  rather  not  send  their  children  to 
school  at  all  than  to  one  with  an  indifferent  teacher.  However,  in  the  long-run 
the  want  of  extraneous  aid  will  prove  a  blessing,  because  the  people  will  learn  to 
exert  themselves  as  they  ought,  With  better  times,  and  witii  an  increased 
Christian  population,  the  fees  will  rise  and  the  schools  improve^  if  we  meanwhile 
labour  with  patience  and  don't  faint. 

Contributions  qf  ycUive  Cfhurehe$. — ^These  are  made  up  of  church  door-collections, 
monthly  subscriptions.  Sabbath-school  collections,  and  Jubilee  collection.  One- 
third  of  the  ordinary  church-door  collections  and  monthly  subscriptions  goes  to 
the  Transkei  Fund,  which  is  a  fund  under  the  Presbytery  for  the  support  of 
Scripture-readers  in  the  regions  beyond  the  KeL  The  other  two- thirds  of  those 
collections  and  subscriptions  go  to  the  fund  for  building  churches  and  schools  in 
this  district.     The  collection  at  the  Pirie  jubilee  went  to  the  last-mentioned  fund. 

Sabbath'ScKoob. — ^The  numbers  have  been  low  because  of  hunger.  The  teachers 
have  been  stimulated  to  increased  exertion,  both  by  this  diminution  of  numbers 
and  by  the  consideration  that  this  year  is  the  centenary  of  Sabbath-schools. 

TroMlaHon  qf,  the  Servptures, — The  translation  of  the  Old  Testament  waa 
brought  down  to  the  end  of  the  Book  of  Proverbs. 

Cunningham^  itself  much  blessed,  is  the  fruitful  mother  of  churches 
under  the  Rev.  R.  Ross.  He  has  12  branch  stations,  with  722  members 
in  full  communion.  He  admitted  so  many  as  101  adults  last  year,  and 
had  220  candidates  under  instruction  for  baptism.  There  were  614 
scholars  on  the  roll.  The  Native  Chnrcbes  raised  £145.  Though  invited 
by  the  Committee  to  take  furlough,  the  Rev.  R.  Ross  could  not  leave  all 
this  spiritual  work,  especially  at  a  time  when  the  country  was  unsettled 
by  war.     He  writes  to  the  Secretary  : — 

"  There  is,  God  be  thanked,  an  increase  of  church  members  and  candidates,  but 
there  should  be  more.  There  is  an  increase  of  schools,  but  what  attention  do 
these  schools  get  from  me  or  my  deacons  ?  There  is  throughout  all  this  district 
at  present  a  great  deal  left  undone  which  should  be  done.  Just  see  how  small 
the  church-door  and  monthly  collections  are;  they  should  be  four  times  as 
large.  And  all  this  comes  from  the  fact  that  I  and  the  elders,  from  the  work  we 
have  to  do  in  so  many  churches,  and  over  so  large  a  field,  cannot  get  time  to  get 
at  the  church  members,  in  the  way  of  visiting  them  and  dealing  with  them  in 
their  villages.  For  my  part  I  am  no  more  a  missionary  or  minister,  but  a  bishop 
or  archbishop,  that  preaches  in  this  or  these  two  churches  this  week,  and  next 
week  I  am  in  some  others,  and  so  on,  for  five  weeks  running  before  I  get  back 
to  the  church  or  churches  of  the  first  week  of  the  five.  So  also  with  the  meet- 
ings with  the  candidates.  The  candidates  see  me  or  hear  my  voice  once  in  five 
weeks,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  Cunningham.  With  them  I  nearly  can 
manage  to  meet  once  a  week.  For  the  three  past  Sabbaths  I  have  not  preached 
in  the  Cunningham  church,  but  1  have  preached  in  it  these  three  past  Wednes- 
days and  met  the  candidates'  class." 

Bumihill — The  Rev.  Bryce  Ross  had  charge  of  this  large  Kafir  con- 
fp-egation  and  district  before  the  arrival  of  its  new  pastor,  the  Rev. 
W.*  Stuart,  M.A.     He  was  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Mzimba  and 
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Makiwani.     Mr.    Staart  has  given   himself   heartily  to  the  Biadj  of 
Kafir. 

Blythswood  and  Duffbank, — The  transfer  of  the  Rev.  J.  Macdonald 
from  the  former  to  the  latter,  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bennie  and  Dr. 
Bond  to  Blythswood,  meanwhile,  render  it  undesirahle  to  report  in  detail 
on  these  stations.  Dr.  Bond  has  entered  on  his  medical  and  evangelistic 
work  with  zeal,  and  has  opened  a  dispensary  for  the  Fingoes  who  have 
snbscrihed  so  liberally  to  the  Missbn. 

9.  Natal  Missions,  founded  in  1867. 

MarUzbwrg. — Rev.  J.  Stalker,  M.A.,  Ordained  Missionary. 
Jmpoltoeni.-^'Rey.  James  Scott,  Ordained  Missionary.     Native  Teacher. 
Gordon, — Rev.  J.  Dalzell,  M.B.,  B.D.,  Ordained  Medical  Missionary  ;  Mr.  W. 
Grant,  Teacher ;  Mr.  G.  Campbell,  Agriculturist ;  T.  Mabuya,  Catechist. 

At  Maritzburg  the  number  in  full  communion  was  185,  and  231 
vernacular-speaking  boys  and  girls  were  at  school.  In  the  building  of 
its  Zulu  church  and  extension  of  its  schools,  Impolweni  made  a  great 
stride  last  year. 

Gordon  Memorial  Mission, — Dr.  Dalzell,  who  has  since  the  close  of  the 
year  been  enabled  to  rejoice  over  several  baptisms,  writes  thus  of  1880  : — 

*'  The  state  of  the  Mission  is  hopeful.  A  young  wife  had  grace  and  courage 
granted  her  to  leave  heathenism  and  profess  her  Saviour,  hy  receiving  baptism 
for  herself  and  her  infant  son.  We  have  had  adult  haptisms  here  before  this, 
but  Mary  Kenondo  was  the  first  of  whom  we  could  certainly  say  the  sum-total 
of  her  religious  impressions  and  teachings  were  through  this  Mission.  This  little 
cloud  soon  showed  signs  of  richer  blessings.  The  second  Sabbath  of  the  new 
year  witnessed  thirteen  baptisms  from  heathenism,  nine  being  adults,  and  four 
children.  We  had  the  joy  alao  of  knowiog  that  these  were  all  the  legitimate  fmits 
of  the  Gordon  MemoriaL  Formerly  we  felt  as  if  the  ice  needed  breaking — that  if 
but  some  would  openly  confess  their  Lord,  others  would  be  sure  to  follow,  as  we 
cannot  doubt  that  a  goodly  number  do,  in  their  inmost  heart,  trust  in  our  blessed 
Lord  and  His  salvation,  but  have  not  yet  been  able  openly  to  confess  Him. 

'*In  what  we  call  our  parish  we  have  18,000  souls!  There  is  no  missioii 
beside  our  own  to  take  an  interest  in  any  part  of  them.  We  need  a  dozen  native 
teachers  and  as  many  native  evangelists.  Our  central  school  can  only  serve 
those  near — within  walking  distance,  while  we  can  do  absolutely  nothing  for  the 
thousands  upon  thousands  of  little  ones  which  roam  wild  all  over  our  field  of 
work.  Will  not  a  dozen  churches  take  up  the  burden  and  say,  *Go  on,  find  your 
men,  run  up  your  schools  and  temporary  chapels,  we  will  find  the  means 'T  £100 
a  year  would  provide  for  a  Teacher  and  an  Evangelist^  and  leave  a  small  margin 
for  school  material  and  other  necessary  expenses. 

"  77ie  Native  Church, — ^We  have  had  no  excisions,  I  rejoice  to  say,  of  meoibers, 
and  the  question  of  forming  a  Session  and  Deacons'  Court  I  have  explained 
to  and  left  with  them  for  consideration.  We  try  to  get  aa  many  of  oar  male 
members  to  be  '  workers ' — Sabbath-school  teachers  or  Kraal  visitors — as  possible. 
Zulus  have  generally  a  wonderful  facility  in  publicly  expressing  themselves; 
unfortunately  what  is  said  is  not  always  to  the  point.  Many  native  speakeis 
seem  thorough  masters  of  the  art  of  concealing  thought  by  a  multiplicity  of  woidk 
But  I  have  often  heard  addresses  which  went  straight  hom^  aj^^ealtng  to  head 
and  heart,  and  binding  their  hearers  as  by  a  spelL 

'^Schoola, — We  have  not  yet  been  able,  for  lack  of  funds,  to  start  Diatriet 
Schools,  from  which  we  intended  to  draw  the  most  promising  pupils  for  the 
Central  Training  School    As  a  consequence,  our  school  has  siij&red  very  muck 
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Instead  of  having  an  entrance  examination  we  are  glad  to  take  all  that  come,  and 
have  abundant  room  for  more.  In  spite  of  the  depressing  efifect  of  change  of 
teacher,  the  average  ia  higher  than  for  several  years.  One  of  the  last  official 
acts  of  our  late  Governor,  Sir  Henry  Bulwer,  K.C.M.G.,  was  to  order,  in  addition 
to  our  annual  school  grant  of  £60,  a  donation  of  £25  for  the  school ;  a  kindness 
for  which  we  were  very  grateful  to  his  Excellency. 

"  Believing  that  paying  enhances  the  value  of  the  thing  paid  for,  we  charge 
fees — for  one  class  of  people  £1  per  annum,  for  another  set  ten  shillings,  while  to 
a  third,  as  payment  would  only  entirely  prevent  advance,  education  is  given  free. 
We  have  not  succeeded  in  getting  any  one  scholar,  male  or  female,  to  become  a 
school-teacher,  a  state  of  matters  not  to  be  wondered  at  when  we  remember  that 
in  the  one  sex  an  unmarried  girl  there  is  not — ^while  boys  can  earn  as  wagon- 
drivers  as  much  as  a  man  can  earn  as  a  teacher,  while  the  experienced  wagon- 
driver  easily  earns  more  than  double  our  best  paid  native  teachers,  and  that 
though  the  extent  of  his  education  be  only  to  sign  a  cross  to  a  wagon  note,  instead 
of  his  name.  Education  among  natives  is  still  at  a  discount  in  NataL  The 
education  tidal  wave  has  not  reached  us,  but  come  it  wilL  The  point  for  us  is 
to  be  ready  to  take  full  advantage  of  its  flood.  We  can  only  do  so  by  having 
well-placed  and  well-supplied  District  Primary  Schools  studded  over  our  whole 
parish. 

'*  Medical  MiuiUm. — Experience  only  shows  the  value  of  such  a  Mission  among 
a  heathen  people,  as  years  ago  it  taught  us  its  value  among  the  lapsed  masses  of 
Crlasgow.  If  tilie  heart  be  tender  and  open  at  any  time,  it  is  when  the  mother  sits 
with  her  sick  darling  on  her  knee,  or  when  the  father  brings  his  ill,  mayhap  dying, 
son  to  see  whether  the  white  doctor  can  cure  him  or  no.  Sometimes  these  feel- 
ings may  take  an  extravagant  form,  as,  for  example,  this  morning,  when  a  mother, 
in  the  fulness  of  her  joy  at  the  successful  extraction  of  half  a  needle,  buried  for 
two  months  deep  in  the  tissues  of  the  foot  of  her  grown-up  daughter,  under  chloro- 
form, flung  herself  upon  me  (to  her  own  imminent  danger  from  the  knife  yet  in 
my  hand) — repeated  the  operation  and  completed  it  on  my  wife,  and  then  danced 
round  in  veriest  joy  !  The  Zulu  is  not  usually  demonstrative,  rather  the  very 
opposite.  He  is  generally  accused  of  want  of  gratitude — as  thankful  for  the 
nexl  being  sure  of  ikii  favour.  Of  Medical  oases  we  have  had  abundance,  and  in 
limited  variety.  The  simplicity  of  the  life  limits  the  range  of  diseases.  Of  Surgical 
cases  we  had  operations  on  the  eye,  ear,  nose,  fingers,  hands,  neck,  scalp,  body,  legs, 
feet,  and  toes.  One  fatal  case  deeply  interested  us.  A  round  stone  smashed  in  the 
skull  of  a  young  strong  man.  On  removing  the  pieces  of  splintered  bone  the 
brain  was  exposed,  in  extent  about  the  siae  of  a  crown  piece.  For  nearly  a 
fortnight  we  had  strong  hopes  of  his  recovery ;  his  mother  and  three  wives  assidu- 
ously waited  on  him.  At  last  the  fatal  fungus  sprung  up  in  the  wound.  Twice 
a  day  a  mass  was  removed  nearly  as  large  as  one's  thumb.  In  four  weeks  from 
the  injury  he  was  dead.  Apart  from  the  surgical,  the  case  was  one  of  other 
<leep  interestb  The  man  was  anxious  to  be  brought  here.  Partly  riding,  partly 
being  carried,  he  came  over  thirty  miles  through  wild  rough  stony  country.  His 
attention  while  being  read  to,  spoken,  or  prayed  with,  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 
The  time  was  evidently  short.  Hence  we  were  often  with  him,  besides  getting 
our  catechist  or  other  Christian  native  to  talk  with  him  on  the  things  of  salva- 
tion. Whether  it  was  only  natural  politeness  which  made  him  listen  so  atten- 
tively, and  assent  to  our  teaching,  and  weary  for  our  coming,  we  know  not ;  but 
surely  we  may  hope  God  had  some  special  reason  for  sending  him  so  far — for 
putting  him  under  gospel  teaching  in  such  circumstances,  and  in  drawing  out  our 
hearts  in  fervent  prayer  for  his  salvation.  We  can  but  leave  the  matter  in 
His  safe  hands. 

"  Our  Zulu  warrior  surgical  cases  have  been  a  deep  interest.  Old  Indabazita,  of 
Oetjrwayo's  personal  guard,  and  an  important  man  in  the  Zulu  king's  days,  came  a 
mere  skeleton  with  a  useless  right  arm  hung  before  him,  and  accompanied  by  a 
retinue  of  thirteen,  and  left  with  a  strong  useful  arm  and  a  stout  body,  leaving 
one  of  his  boys,  Logodwa,  with  us  to  be  taught  and  trained  in  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord.    Isandhlwana,  Kambula,  Hlobane,  Etyowe,  Inyezane,  and  Ulundi,  all 
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sent  their  wounded  representativea,  and  many  a  tale  of  adventure,  of  escape, 
they  told  the  other  patients  as  they  sat  waiting  their  tnm  to  be  attended  to. 

'*Read  to,  spoken  to,  prayed  with  daily  for  months,  we  certainly  might  reason- 
ably have  expected  some  open  profession.  Yet  all  (save  one  now  with  us)  left 
without  avowing  themselves  on  the  Lord's  side,  though  I  do  believe  that  the 
seed  of  the  Word  has  been  sown  and  taken  root,  and  though  we  may  never  see  it, 
*  the  day'  will  declare  the  result.  I  attach  great  importance  to  the  lessons  learnt 
by  these  men  during  their  illnesses  and  treatment.  They  came  from  many 
different  parts  of  Zululand,  and  I  doubt  not  an  open  door  for  some  missionary 
may  be  found,  the  cause  of  which  to  him  may  remain  for  ever  a  mystery. 

"  All  this  has  been  accomplished  under  serious  difficulties.  We  need  ai> 
Hospital.  An  Hospital  implies  beds — beds  cost  money :  and  those  who  occupy 
them  need  food,  and  food  needs  cooking.  Nursing  and  cooking  imply  nurses  and 
cooks — ^more  money !  and  we  are  in  debt  already ! 

**  EvangelisUc  Work. — ^Thomas  Mabuya  is  most  faithful,  most  diligent,  s» 
quiet,  BO  earnest,  so  gentle.  Coming  back  from  itinerating  in  Zululand  lately, 
the  sun  being  set,  he  sought  shelter  at  a  kraal,  the  owner  of  which  did  not  know 
him.  *  No, — there  is  a  famine  here,  you  can't  stay.'  He  walked  on  to  the  next 
kraal  and  sat  down  in  the  dark.  *  Who  is  this  T'  '  It  is  our  teacher.  Tou  are 
welcome.  We  have  a  famine,  but  you  can  sleep  with  us.  But  surely  yon  will 
teach  us  something  to-night.'  *  Yes,  but  I  am  tired.'  They  all  came  in,  and 
Thomas  spoke  and  prayed  and  sang  hymns  till  he  was  utterly  fagged  out,  and 
all  but  unable  to  take  the  supper  one  of  the  women  had  been  meanwhile  pre- 
paring  for  him  1  His  kindly,  gentle  manner  wins  access  for  him  everywhere  ho 
goes,  and  stirs  up  some  Indoda  {man)  to  take  his  part  when  some  Insiziwa 
(young  man)  would  insult  or  turn  him  away. 

*'  Our  friend  Mr.  -Thcnnas  Stewart  has  gone  in  and  commenced  Mission-work 
at  Babanango,  a  central,  elevated,  healthy,  fertile,  and  weU-populated  district  of 
Zululand.  It  is  the  nearest  available  to  us,  since  the  two  chiefs  who  lie  between 
there  and  here  (Hlubi  and  John  Dunn)  refuse  admission,  Dunn  to  all  but  Norwe- 
gian Missionaries,  Hlubi  to  all  but  Church  of  England  men.  Mr.  Stewart  speaks- 
most  highly  of  the  place  as  a  centre  for  a  great  work.  He  promises  to  work  on, 
and  do  all  he  can  to  pioneer  if  the  Free  Church  will  promise  to  send  out  a  man 
to  take  up  the  field.  I  do  most  earnestly  hope  that  the  Committee  will  6nd 
themselves  able  to  take  up  this  most  promising  field.  The  money  collected  by 
the  Glasgow  Students'  Missionary  Society  would  of  course  be  avulable  for  tho 
starting  of  such  a  Mission. 

"Mr.  George  Campbell  continues  to  devote  all  his  energies  to  the  farming 
depot  of  the  Mission,  and  he  finds  time  too  to  visit  and  preach  among  the 
kraals. 

**  A  well-known,  energetic,  and  successful  Maritzbnrg  merchant,  Mr.  Hugh 
Parker,  has  set  our  Amakolwa  (believers)  on  the  qui  vive  to  have  their  house* 
neat,  tidy,  and  clean  inside,  and  fenced,  planted  with  fruit-trees,  flowers,  and 
vegetables,  etc.  etc.,  outside,  by  offering  £7,  lOs.,  and  £5,  as  a  first  and  second 
prize  for  the  best  and  second  best.  The  houses  must  be  square,  and  not  round 
huts.  Mr.  Parker  has  given  them  a  decided  impulse  onward  by  this  proposal. 
Huts  are  easily  and  often  moved.  Instead  of  taking  the  refuse  away  from  the 
huts,  the  natives  remove  the  huts  from  the  refuse.  Permanent  improvements 
thus  become  impossible.  But  once  let  them  build  nice  square  houses,  plant  fruit- 
trees,  and  fence  in  a  tidy  garden,  and  they  will  think  twice  before  leaving  all 
behind  and  beginning  anew. 

"  Bible  TranBlatUm. — We  hope  this  year  to  have  printed  and  in  circulation  a 
revised  Zulu  translation  of  Luke's  Gospel  The  American  Mission  has  an  edition 
of  the  New  Testament  in  circulation,  but  two  shillings  and  sixpence,  and  that  is 
the  cheapest*  ia  an  enormous  price  for  a  poorly  bound  copy,  and  makes  the  use 
of  it  as  a  class-book  in  school,  or  for  giving  away,  an  expensive  matter.  Luke's 
Gospel  at  twopence  or  threepence  would  be  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  so  in 
this  way  we  hope  to  have  the  Gospel  in  the  hands  of  every  native  child  or  adult 
who  can  read." 
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10.  LxYiNosTOHiA  MissiOK,  Lake  Ntassa,  foniided  in  1875. 

Livingstonia  and  Bandawe. — Rev.  R.  Laws,  M.B.,  Ordained  Medical  Miasion- 
ary ;  Mr.  James  Stewart,  C.E.,  F.R.G.S.,  Engineer;  Mr.  R.  Fairley,  Master  of 
Jlaia  Steamer ;  Mr.  J.  Paterson,  First  Ei^^eer ;  Mr.  J.  Harkess,  second 
Engineer  ;  Mr.  W.  Reid,  Seaman ;  Mr.  R.  Reid,  Joiner ;  Mr.  J.  Sutherland, 
Agriculturist ;  Mr.  Peter  M'Callam,  Carpenter.     Six  Native  Evangelists. 

Mr.  R.  Ross  is  returning  to  the  Mission  on  a  new  engagement.  Mr.  Donald 
Munro  has  gone  out  as  Joiner  for  the  Road.  There  are,  in  addition,  agents  of 
the  Trading  Company,  like  the  Messrs.  Moir,  who  do  missionary  work. 

Living9tonia  Mission  Sub-CommiUee, 
James  White,  Esq.  of  Overtoun,  Convener. 


Thomas  Binkis,  Esq. 

Hugh  Brown,  Esq. 

James  Campbell,  Esq.  of  Tillichewan« 

Rev.  W.  H.  Cabslaw,  M.A. 

John  Cowax,  Esq.  of  Beeslack. 

Walter  Duncan,  Esq. 

William  Henderson,  Esq.  of  Devanha. 

Rev.  Robert  Howie,  M.A. 

Anderson  Kirk  wood,  Esq.,  LL.D. 

Rev.  R.  S.  Macaulay. 

Qeorge  Martin,  Esq.  of  Auohendennan. 


Dr.  John  Moir. 

John  Muir,  Esq. 

Rev.  George  Reith,  M.A. 

Rev.  J.  M.  Sloan,  M.A. 

Dr.  George  Smith,  CLE. 

Rev.  Ralph  Smith. 

John  Stephen,  Eso. 

James  Stevenson,  Esq. 

Rev.  R.  M.  Thornton. 

Colonel  A.  G.  Young. 

Jam£8  Young,  Esq.  of  Kelly,  LL.D. 


Robert  M'Clure,  Esq.,  209  West  George  Street,  Glasgow,  Secretary, 
Robert  Gourlay,  Esq.,  Bank  of  Scotland,  Glasgow,  )  7t^^--,.«^j, 

John  Macdonald,  Esq.,  Free  Church  Offices,  Edinburgh,  S     ^^^*^^^'' 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Laws  reports  as  follows  for  1880 : — 

"  Throughout  the  year  the  usual  Sabbath  Work  on  the  station  has  been  :~Itt 
the  forenoon,  two  native  services,  conducted  entirely  in  Chinyanja,  of  which  the 
second  is  more  of  an  adult  Sabbath-school  than  an  ordinary  service.  In  the 
afternoon.  Sabbath-school  is  held.  This  was  formerly  conducted  by  Mr.  Gunn, 
now  it  is  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  R.  Reid.  Later  in  the  day,  when  the  weather 
is  good,  some  one  goes  in  the  boat  to  Mpango's  village,  where  there  is  usually  an 
audience  of  from  60  to  100.  In  the  evening  our  English  service  is  held. 
During  the  week  a  short  meeting  is  held  with  the  people  before  they  begin  work 
in  the  afternoon,  with  the  exception  of  Saturday,  which  is  a  half-holiday.  At 
these  meetings  the  instruction  given  is  not  confined  to  religious  subjects,  but  is 
diversified  by  descriptions  of  other  lands  and  other  peoples,  with  their  arts  and 
manufactures.  As  yet  no  native  has  been  baptized  at  Livingstonia,  but  though 
this  is  the  case,  there  are  evidences  in  not  a  few  that  the  Word  of  God  is  work' 
ing  in  their  hearts,  and  that  they  are  endeavouring  to  live  according  to  its 
precepts.  Here  we  have  not  any  highly  elaborated  system  of  religion,  which  has 
swayed  the  lives  of  the  people  for  ages,  to  fight  against ;  but  the  blank,  open- 
mouthed  stare  of  wondering  ignorance,  which  knows  nothing  about  spiritual 
things,  and  cares  just  as  littie.  The  intellectual  activity  displayed  among  the 
people  of  India  and  China  is  also  wanting,  and  this  defect  makes  itself  felt  in  the 
language  of  the  people.  Their  language  is  rich  in  modes  of  expressing  and 
describing  the  occarrences  of  daily  life,  but  very  poor  with  regard  to  abstract  and 
analytical  ideas,  and  still  more  so  in  respect  of  the  figurative  allusions,  in  which 
so  many  of  our  religious  thoughts  and  ideas  are  expressed  in  English.  The 
diflFusion  of  religious  knowledge  gradually  changes  the  language  of  such  a  people 
by  introducing  new  words,  and  by  engrafting  new  meanings  on  words  already  in 
use.  This,  of  course,  can  only  be  done  gradually.  It,  however,  is  one  difficulty 
in  our  work.  A  more  serious  one  lies  in  the  fact  that  until  the  arrival  of  the 
English  in  the  country,  the  language  was  unwritten ;  and  even  now,  only  those 
who  have  attended  the  Mission  schools  can  read,  and  so  knowledge  depends  on 
personal  instruction  ;  while  the  powerful  assistance  of  the  press,  which  so  soon 
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becomes  of  Mrvice  in  more  oivilifled  oonntriea,  only  now  ia  beooming  aTailable  for 
U8,  and  that  to  a  limited  extent.  With  God's  blessing,  its  area  of  operation  will 
widen  every  year. 

"  Hie  School  at  Livingstoma  has  two  departments — those  who  come  from  a 
distance  and  are  boarded  at  the  station,  and  those  who  live  with  their  parents 
and  come  to  school  daily.  The  attendance  of  the  class  is  apt  to  be  iiregnlar,  but 
not  so  much  so  as  might  be  ex|)eoted.  The  former,  besides  the  usual  work  in 
school,  give  two  hoare  a  day  to  ontdoor  work,  eg.  repairing  or  making  fences, 
cleaning  the  walks  about  the  station,  and  watering  in  the  garden.  The  girls 
staying  with  us  take  their  share  in  such  work,  as  preparing  the  grain,  making  it 
into  native  flour,  and  also  in  sewing  for  the  store.  The  natives  are  now  paid  iu 
English  money,  but  a  supply  of  calico  and  other  goods  has  always  to  be  at  hand, 
that  they  may  be  able  at  any  time  to  convert  their  money  into  the  ordinary  cur- 
rency of  the  district.  The  contents  of  the  various  boxes  so  kindly  provided  by 
lady  friends  at  home  supply  to  a  great  extent  the  demand  for  garments.  The 
school  girls  have  supplemented  these,  where  the  stock  of  any  particular  kind 
became  exhausted.  In  this  way,  during  the  year,  they  have  sewed  over  300 
articles,  consisting  of  men's  plain  shirts,  dresses  for  women  and  children,  sheets, 
towels,  and  handkerchiefs.  The  changes  on  our  staff  caused  the  Bandaw^  school 
to  be  closed  in  March,  but  six  of  the  boys  came  down  here  to  school.  Two  of 
these  have  made  rapid  progress,  three  have  done  very  well,  and  one  has  proved 
rather  backward.  I  have  little  doubt  that  some  of  these  boys  will  prove  useful 
'for  school  work  on  their  return  to  their  own  homes.  The  advance  of  the  scholar* 
generally,  though  not  rapid,  as  in  home  schools,  is  very  fair.  Two  of  the  bigger 
boys  have  passed  from  the  school  to  become  apprentices  in  the  carpenter's 
department,  another  to  the  IlcUa,  and  a  third,  who  has  no  capacity  for  learning 
in  school,  has  been  transferred  to  garden  worlL.  Another  is  engaged  in  store 
work,  and  is  required  to  keep  simple  accounts  of  the  goods  put  under  his  charge. 
He  now  buys  nearly  all  the  native  produce,  and  has  daily  to  measure  out  the  food 
for  the  boys  and  girls.  A  younger  lad  has  recently  begun  the  same  work,  having 
to  keep  account  of  the  ground-nuts  given  out  to  have  the  oil  extracted  from  them, 
the  quantity  of  oil  returned  and  given  out  for  use  on  the  steamer  and  other  pur* 
poses.  Three  of  the  bigger  boys  have  begun  regular  work  as  monitors  in  the 
achool.  We  have  to  thank  God  for  His  goodness  to  us  regarding  the  health  of 
our  scholars.  During  the  past  year  there  has  been  no  case  of  serious  illness 
among  them,  and  since  the  commencement  of  our  work  no  death  baa  occuired 
among  them. 

'*  Prayer  Meeting*, — The  most  gratifying  outcome  of  our  school  work  during 
the  year  has  been  the  commencement  by  the  boys  themselves  (while  I  was  away 
north  in  August)  of  a  prayer-meeting  on  Sabbath  evenings,  and  a  similar  one  has 
since  been  begun  on  Wednesday  evenings,  during  the  hour  the  European  staff 
are  assembled  for  the  like  purpose. 

**  The  Medical  Department  continnes  to  be  gladly  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
natives.  For  the  past  nine  months,  during  which  a  record  of  the  patients  has 
been  kept^  776  have  attended  in  alL  Of  these,  495  came  for  the  first  time,  while 
281  returned  for  treatment.  The  medical  mission  work  is  a  practical  exposition 
of  the  precepts  of  Christianity,  which  the  dullest  mind  is  capable  of  comprehend- 
ing and  valuing.  The  knowledge  of  our  work  is  spreading,  and  opens  up  the  way 
for  us  when  we  go  to  visit  new  plaoea  whence  some  of  our  patients  had  come. 

**  In  the  Carpentering  Department,  during  the  paat  year,  a  good  deal  of  aub- 
atantial  work  haa  been  accomplished.  For  the  permanent  house,  begun  the 
previous  year,  and  the  kitchen  attached,  doors  and  windows  have  been, made  and 
ynt  in.  The  school  has  been  re-thatched,  and  a  ceiling  of  native  mats  put  up ; 
while  windows  have  been  made  and  put  in.  Repairs  required  on  the  dining-haH 
and  other  houses  have  been  executed.  A  workshop  and  shed  for  drying  wood 
were  put  up,  also  a  boathonse  on  shore  for  the  Herga^  and  boat-shed  in  the  lake, 
to  save  from  the  sun  the  wooden  boats  in  use.  Details  of  work  are  as  follows : 
— Doors,  some  of  them  half-glased  as  windows,  15  ;  windows,  10 ;  other  windows 
fitted  in,  but  previously  made,  8  ;  tables,  3  ;  benches  for  school  and  dimng-haB, 


TEIL  LIYXNGSTOMIA.  45 

10  ;  portable  shelving  for  store  and  honse,  318  feet ;  also  a  case  of  shelres  for 
medicine  bottles,  and  dispensiog  counter  with  drawers  for  instruments*  The 
Ilaia  was  docked  and  painted  as  usual,  and  a  new  and  more  powerful  boiler  put 
in,  adding  greatly  to  the  safety  of  the  ship. 

**  ObaervcUiatis. — Of  the  various  observations  carried  on  at  Livingstonia,  one 
demands  attention.  Since  1875  the  low  level  of  the  water  of  Lake  Nyassa  has 
year  by  year  been  falling,  till  in  December  1880  the  low- water  level  was  three 
feet  below  that  of  December  1875.  Should  this  decrease  continue  to  go  on,  the 
matter  will  soon  become  serious  during  the  dry  season,  with  regard  to  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  southern  end  of  the  lake,  at  the  entrance  to  the  Shir^,  and  stiU  more 
BO  at  the  northern  extremity  of  Lake  Pamalombe,  which  indeed  would  probably 
soon  become  another  marsh,  similar  to  Morambala;  and  the  Upper  Shird^ 
hitherto  affording  such  a  good  waterway,  would  have  its  navigation  interrupted 
by  snags  and  sandbanks,  while  the  IlalOf  already  requiring  careful  steering  among 
the  shaJlows,  would  be  confined  to  the  lake." 

The  latest  traveller,  Mr.  Joseph  Thomson,  thus  writes  of  the 
Mbsion  :* — 

''  Where  International  effort  has  failed,  an  anassaming  Mission,  sup- 
ported only  by  a  small  section  of  the  British  people,  haa  been  quietly  and 
unostentatiously,  but  most  successfully^  realising  in  its  own  district  the 
entire  programme  of  the  Brussels  Conference.  I  refer  to  the  Living- 
stonia  Mission  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland*  This  mission  has  proved 
itself  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a  civilising  centre.  By  it  slavery  ha» 
been  stopped,  desolating  wars  put  an  end  to,  and  peace  and  security 
given  to  a  wide  area  of  country.  While  preaching  the  doctrine  of  '*  peace 
and  goodwill  towards  men,''  the  mistiionaries  have  exhibited  a  catholic 
and  enlightened  spirit  truly  admirable.  Practical  men  are  among  them 
teaching  the  natives  a  variety  of  trades,  showing  them  how  to  bujld 
better  houses,  and  to  cultivate  their  fields  to  more  advantage.  These 
representatives  of  the  Church  have  not  thought  it  unworthy  of  their 
cause  to  connect  themselves  with  a  trading  company,  and  by  this  means 
they  propose  to  introduce  legitimate  commerce.  Moreover,  not  to  be 
behind  in  helping  on  whatever  may  tend  towards  the  ultimate  good  of 
the  country,  they  make  their  station  a  scientifio  as  well  as  a  missionary 
centre.  Geography  and  geology  have  both  received  valuable  contribu- 
tions by  the  admirable  work  of  Mr.  James  Stewart,  C.E.  Botany  also 
has  benefited  to  no  small  extent ;  as  well  as  meteorology  and  kindred 
sciences. 

'*  Then,  as  if  to  make  the  work  still  more  thorough,  we  learn  that  roads 
have  been  constructed,  and  that  more  extended  schemes  are  in  contem^ 
platiou.  A  line  of  steamers  now  connects  the  mouth  of  the  Zambesi 
with  the  north  end  of  Lake  Nyassa.  Surely  here  are  exploits  being 
done  which  ought  to  make  us  proud  of  our  nation,  showing,  as  they  do, 
how  thoroughly  the  broad  and  catholic  spirit  of  Livingstone  still  survives 
among  his  countrymen. 

**  Worthy  also  of  all  praise  are  the  efforts  of  the  London  Missionary 
Society,  which  have  been  so  signally  successful  on  Lake  Tanganyika, 
though  working  under  even  greater  difficulties  than  their  brethren  on 
Nyasfa.  I  can  bear  tesdmony  from  personal  observation  to  the  real  solid 
oivilising  work  that  has  been  accomplished.    The  missionaries  at  Ujiji 

*  3^ UUXkniral  AJHean  LaksM  and  Baek.    Vol.  II.,  pages  277-8. 
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and  Mtowa  haye  won  the  complete  confidence  of  all  the  natives  they 
have  come  in  contact  with.  With  these  two  Missions  continuing  their 
work  in  the  liberal  spirit  in  which  they  have  commenced,  I  cannot  but 
express  my  personal  conviction  that  there  is  a  boundless  field  of  hope 
and  promise  opened  up  for  the  natives  of  East  Central  Africa." 

III.-MELANESIA. 

1 1. — The  Unitbd  New  Hebrides  Mission. 

(Founded  1848  :  Under  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  since  1876.) 

Aneiiyum, — Rev.  J.  loglis,  Ordained  Missionary  (completed  Bible  translation 
work  in  London — now  retired).  Mr.  J.  H.  Lawrie,  Bvangelist.  Twenty-five 
native  teachers. 

FutuncL — ^Vacant     Four  native  teachers. 

Ipari, — (Tanna),  Rev.  T.  Neilson,  Ordained  Missionary.  Several  native 
teachers. 

The  Presbyterian  Churches  of  Canada,  Victoria,  New  Zealand,  and  Otago  and 
Southland  support  eisht  missionaries,  besides  our  own,  in  the  islands. 

The  Dayspring  missionary-ship  is  common  to  all,  and,  with  its  Christian 
captain  and  crew,  is  maintained  by  the  children  of  the  live  Presbyterian  Churches. 

The  Rev.  T.  Neilson  has  returned  to  his  station  at  Ipari.  The  Rev. 
J.  Copeland,  after  twenty-two  years'  service,  has  been  led  by  ill-health 
to  settle  at  Sydney.  The  Committee  have  rejoiced  to  be  able  to  arrange 
for  sending  out  to  the  New  Hebrides,  on  Whalf  of  the  Synod  of 
Tasmania,  Mr.  R.  M.  Fraser  as  Evangelist.  Full  and  interesting  letters 
of  our  Evangelist,  Mr.  Lawrie,  detailing  the  work  at  Aneityum,  and 
the  joy  with  which  the  people  have  received  the  Old  Testament  in  their 
own  tongue,  have  appeared  in  the  Record  of  April  and  May  1881. 

fle  writes : — 

Anaitu, — "  Fresh  interest  has  been  given  to  our  regular  services  by  the  arrival  of 
the  last  portion  of  the  Bible  in  Aneityumese.  To  all  the  natives,  male  and  female, 
who  were  able  to  read,  I  have  given  out  nearly  three  hundred,  and  the  Bev.  J. 
Annand  must  have  given  out  about  the  same  number  on  his  side  of  the  island. 
During  the  past  year  I  have  been  reading  consecutively  through  two  books  in 
the  Old  Testament  on  Wednesdays  and  Sabbath-days. 

"  Our  total  population  on  this  the  Aname  side  of  Aneityum,  at  the  present 
time,  is  588 — ^males,  366;  females,  222;  church  members,  258.  The  totsl 
population  on  the  Anelcauhat  side  is  549^males,  348  ;  females,  201 ;  church 
members,  205.  Total  population  for  the  whole  island,  1137;  church  members 
for  the  whole  island,  463.  Over  the  whole  island  the  public  health  has  been 
good  during  the  past  year.  Our  half-yearly  sacrament  was  held  on  Sabbath 
last;  the  Rev.  J.  Annand  came  round  from  Anelcauhat  in  his  boat  on  the 
previous  Friday  to  assist  me  with  the  work.  About  two  hundred  church  members 
partook  of  the  elements.  There  were  also  a  large  number  of  non-chnreh 
members  present,  the  weather  being  remarkably  fine.  A  large  number  of  our 
4>ld  suspended  members  have  sought  readmission  into  the  Chnrdi  at  this  time." 

"  One  of  the  m«Bt  encouraging  features  of  our  work  here  this  past  year  has  been 
our  day-school,  nearly  all  the  boys  and  girls  within  say  three  mile  of  Aname 
liave  attended  regularly  for  over  seven  months  this  year,  also  about  a  dosen 
young  men  and  women,  some  of  whom  we  expect  soon  to  join  the  intending 
•eommunicants  class.  I  discouraged  the  coming  of  many  of  the  old  scholars  who 
had  been  attending  school  for  the  past  twenty  yean ;  it  has  been  a  relief  to  them, 
and  enables  us  to  give  more  time  and  attention  to  the  younger  generation.  Our 
usual  Sabbath-day  services  are  keeping  up,  and  I  think  I  can  observe  a  growing 
aamettneas  in  the  efforts  of  some  of  the  eiders  and  others  who  assist  in  the  week. 
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"  The  thoroii^lineas  of  the  change  which  the  Gospel  of  Christ  is  working 
among  these  httely  murderous  and  cannibal  tribes  may  be  estimated  from  the 
fact  that,  during  the  year,  a  martyrs'  memorial  church  was  built  on  Eromanga, 
-*  to  commemorate  John  Williams  and  Harris,  the  brothers  Gk>rdon,  Ellen  Powell 
Gordon,  and  James  Macnair.'  This  memorial  church  was  opened  on  the  13th 
of  Jnne  1880.  Three  sons  of  the  murderer  of  Williams  were  present  at  the 
opening.  Of  the  second  eldest  of  these  sons,  now  about  forty  years  old,  the 
missionary  writes  :  'He  engaged — himself — in  public  prayer.  Five  years  before 
that  day  he  threatened  to  take  my  life.  .  .  .  His  eldest  brother  is  not  such  a 
promising  subject,  but  we  fully  expect  him  to  give  up  heathenism  soon.  .  .  . 
The  third  and  youngest  son  is  only  about  fourteen  years  old,  can  read  and  write 
pretty  well,  and  is  one  of  those  dear  little  fellows  you  cannot  help  loving.' 

The  *Day$pring*$*  VoyageM. — "  On  the  1 0th  of  April  1 880,  all  her  passengers,  mails 
and  goods  being  on  board,  she  started  for  the  New  Hebrides  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Braithwaite.  She  had  as  passengers  the  Revs.  Messrs.  Watt, 
M<Kenzie,  Annand,  and  their  families,  Mr.  P.  Holt  and  family,  Mrs.  Braithwaite, 
and  Master  Salisbury.  Mr.  Holt  is  a  Missionary  Catechist,  appointed  by  the 
Church  in  Victoria.  The  vessel  on  this  trip  to  the  islands  was  unusually  full, 
and  even  after  every  available  place  was  occupied,  part  of  her  cargo  had  to  be 
left  behind.  Her  deck  and  poop  were  lumbered  up  with  water- tanks,  boats,  and 
wood  for  house-building.  After  a  rough  passage  of  seventeen  days,  the 
'Dayspring'  safely  reached  Aneityum  on  the  27th  of  ApriL  Having  been 
detained  a  few  days  by  high  winds  and  seas ;  on  May  3d,  she  proceeded  on  her 
northern  voyage,  calling  at  Aname,  Kwamera,  Aniwa,  Eromanga,  Erakor, 
Havannah  Harbour,  Nguna,  and  arriving  at  Tongoa  on  the  2l8t  of  May. 

"  Mr.  Holt's  mind  having  been  directed  to  Api  as  a  sphere  of  labour,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Michelsen,  he  proceeded  to  that  island  in  the  vessel,  that  he  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  place  and  people  and  judging  for  himself.  On 
leaving,  a  chief  and  young  man  jumped  into  the  boat,  determined  to  hold  by 
him,  and  thinking  that  the  most  likely  way  to  secure  his  return.  Returning  to 
Tongoa  where  she  landed  Mr.  Michelsen,  who  had  resolved  to  follow  in  his  boat 
to  Havannah  Harbour,  the  'Dayspring'  proceeded  southwards  to  Aneityum, 
calling  at  all  the  stations  on  her  way. 

*'0n  June  11th,  having  taken  in  a  fresh  supply  of  water,  she  commenced  her 
second  northern  voyage,  collecting  the  misionaries  for  the  Annual  Meeting  of 
Mission  Synod.  On  her  way  north  she  visited  Futuna  and  Port  Resolution, 
which  had  been  omitted  on  the  previous  trip,  and  arrived  at  Havannah  Harbour, 
the  place  of  meeting,  on  the  18th  of  June.  The  Mission  Synod  having  concluded 
its  sittings,  the  work  of  returning  the  missionaries  to  their  respective  stations 
commenced  on  June  30th.  On  July  1st,  the  vessel  called  at  Nguna  and  Tongoa  ; 
on  the  2d,  she  lay-to  off  Api,  and  landed  the  chief  and  young  man,  who  had 
accompanied  Mr.  Holt  and  made  arrangements  preparatory  to  his  settlement 
there ;  on  the  4th,  called  at  Erakor ;  on  the  7th  arrived  at  Eromanga  and 
anchored  for  a  few  hours ;  called  on  the  9th  at  Aniwa  ;  on  the  10th  at  Kwamera 
and  Port  Resolution,  and  arrived  off  Futuna  on  the  12th.  As  the  sea  was  too 
high  to  permit  the  boat  going  ashore,  she  stood  off  and  on  till  the  following  day, 
and  as  the  weather  continued  bad  then,  stood  across  for  Aname,  which  she  reached 
the  same  day,  and  finally  cast  anchor  in  Anelgauhat  on  the  14th  of  July. 

"  Her  third  voyage  north,  undertaken  for  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Holt  and  Api, 
and  a  visitation  of  the  northern  heathen  islands,  commenced  on  the  20th  of  July. 
She  visited  again  all  the  stations  on  her  way  north,  Messrs.  Robertson  and 
Macdonald,  who  had  been  appointed  to  assist  in  Mr.  Holt's  settlement,  and  as  a 
deputation  to  the  northern  heathen  islands,  joined  her  at  their  respective  stations. 
A  number  of  Eromangans  accompanied  Mr.  Robertson  to  assist  in  house-building. 
On  July  31st  Babo  Bay,  Api,  was  reached,  and  the  work  of  settling  Mr.  Holt 
proceeded  with  without  delay.  Boga  Bay  being  an  open  roadstead,  and  besides  being 
at  some  distance  from  the  place  selected  for  Mr.  Holt's  house,  the  weather,  which 
was  very  unsettled,  rendered  the  work  at  times  both  difficult  and  dangerous.  On 
the  17th  of  August,  Mr  Macdonald  having  decided  not  to  proceed  on  deputation 
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work,  the  *  Dayapring  *  took  him  back  to  Havannah  Harbour,  arriving  there  w 
the  1 9th.  On  the  23d  she  again  left  that  harbour  with  Mr.  Robertson  on  botn 
to  visit  some  of  the  hcatlicn  islands,  but  owing  to  the  weather  only  Sadsoon  Bay 
Malakula,  could  be  visiteil  ere  the  time  available  for  deputation  work  eipired. 

**  Having  returned  to  Api,  she  took  dejiarture  thence  on  the  Slat  Aagust»  im 
after  a  hanil  beat  against  a  very  strong  trade-wind,  arrived  at  Aneitynm  on  thi 
2l8t  September,  having  called  at  all  the  stations  occupied  by  miacionaries  on  hn 
way  south.  On  the  24th  she  left  for  Sydney,  and  arrived  there  on  the  9tl 
October.  Having  been  again  got  ready  for  sea,  slie  left  Sydney  for  the  Nei 
Hebrides  on  the  23<l  of  October,  and  after  a  jileasant  passage  arrived  in  Anelgn* 
hat  harbour,  Aneitynm,  on  the  5th  of  November.  On  the  8th  November,  ui 
commenced  her  fourth  and  last  trip  in  the  group.  She  called  at  all  the  stitieBi 
on  her  way  north,  and  owing  to  the  burning  of  Mr.  Holt's  house  and  stoie  it 
Api,  she  had  to  make  an  extra  trip  from  there  to  Nguna  and  baok,  in  order  U 
procure  for  the  Holts  some  provisioDS  and  other  necessaries  from  Havnuk 
harbour.  On  the  4th  December  she  commenced  her  voyage  southwards,  c^icl 
at  all  the  stations  by  the  way,  and  arrived  at  Aneitynm  on  the  19th,  whenib 
was  detained  by  a  hurricane  until  the  25th,  when  she  left  for  the  season  far 
Sydney,  which  port  she  reached  on  January  7th,  having  Mrs.  Braithwaite,  )b. 
and  Mrs.  Milne  and  two  children,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M*Kenzie  and  child,  on  \»aui 
as  passengers.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milne  have  arrived  safely  in  Scotland.** 

IV.-SYEIA. 

12. — Lebanon  Mission. 

(Aided  by  the  Free  Church  since  1872.) 

El  Shweir, — Dr.  W.  Carslaw,  Medical  Missionary  and  SaperiatendoC 
of  the  schools  of  the  Lebanon  Society,  reports  : — 

"  There  were  572  on  the  rolls,  and  469  in  daily  attendance  at  the  Sode^ 
schools  in  the  Lebanon,  which  rose  from  7  in  number  in  January  to  18  in  Defl» 
her  1880.     Of  the  743  at  both  boys'  and  girls*  schools,  374  were  Onek%4l 
Greek  Catholics,  90  Maronites,  224  Druses,  and  14  Protestants.     There  mnS 
boys  in  the  Shweir  boarding-school,  and  11  in  that  at  Arreya  for  girls.    Os  At  ^ 
13th    March,   Dr.  Jessup  dispensed  the  Lord's  Supper  to  23   commimioMli 
On  the  12th  September,  the  Rev.  Yusif  Badr  dispensed  the  sacrament  toff 
communicants.     The  day  before,  a  young  Dmse  was  admitted  to  the  makth 
ship  of  the  Church.     He  had  been  baptized  by  Mr.  Rae  some  years  aga   W«k 
in  the  dispensary  went  on  as  usual     There  were  no  ejudemics,  and  rtaj  BA 
serious  illness,  except  during  the  earlier  part  of  the  year,  when,  owing  to  Ai 
severe  winter,  lung  affections  were  more  common  than  usual,  as  also  rheninitiw 
Wounds  and  bruises  are  always  common.     The  receipts  from  the  dispensaiy  VM 
higher  than  in  any  previous  year." 

"V -LADIES*  SOCIETY  FOR  FEMALE  EDUCATION. 

The  progress  of  the  work  during  the  past  year  has  been  moat  encoonsif 
in  its  several  departments,  each  branch  exercising  its  own  beoeUa 
influence  in  furthering  the  interests  of  the  Mismons.  All  the  Chrntia 
schools  at  the  various  stations  in  India  and  Africa  continue  in  vij^m* 
operation,  with  full  rolls  of  pupils.  Expansion,  earnestly  desired,  koA 
limited  by  want  of  funds.  To  meet  the  extension  of  the  woA  tM 
forth  by  its  own  success,  it  is  hoped  that  the  congregatioiis  of  the  Cbndi 
will  be  stimulated  to  increased  help. 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

THOMAS  MAIN,  D.D.,  Cfmm^. 
Q¥10RQE  SMITH,  LLD.,  Seerdvjh 
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African  Lakes  Junction  Entbbprisb  of  James  Stevenson,  Esq. 

Laros,  Ayrshire, 
15th  February  1881. 

To  the  Directors  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  Livingstonia  Mission,    and 

Livingstonia  Central  Africa  Co,  (Limited). 

Dear  Sirs, — Uuderstanding  that  the  London  Miasionary  Society  are  pre- 
pared to  adopt  the  route  by  Lake  Nyassa  for  the  transport  of  a  steamer  to  Lake 
Tanganyika,  and  permanently,  as  the  most  convenient  way  of  access  from  their 
Mission  stations*  to  the  coast,  and  that  they  might  extend  their  stations  south- 
wards to  Mambw^  ;  that  the  Livingstonia  Mission  might  easily  extend  its  opera- 
tions to  the  Choongooe  ;  and  that  the  Livingstonia  Company  might  find  this  a 
suitable  time  for  re-arrangement  on  a  more  comprehensive  basis,  so  as,  with  the 
countenance  of  the  London  Missionary  Society,  to  extend  its  operations  as  a 
mercantile  mission  for  the  supersession  of  the  slave-trade  to  Lake  Tanganyika,  I 
believe  that  the  occasion  has  come  for  constructing  the  road  recently  surveyed 
by  Mr.  James  Stewart,  C.E.,  for  the  Mission  and  the  Company. 

If  my  understanding  is  correct,  and  the  London  Missionary  Society  and  the 
Livingstonia  Mission  will  without  delay  establish  stations  and  maintain  them  atrf 
Mambw^  and  at  Maliwanda  on  the  line  of  road,  and  if  the  Company  will  under- 
take to  maintain  regular  communication  between  the  porta  on  Lake  Tanganyika 
and  Quilimane,  I  offer  to  provide,  according  to  Mr.  Stewart^s  estimates,  if  he  can 
promptly  lay  out  the  work : — 

tottel!?^w/^**'  Mr.  Stewart's  aalary  for  one  year. 
--..    .        ,r^  /      and  for  two  European  assistants  for  two 

,...       ,',  ~i      years,  with  some  allowance  fov  sundries,      £1000     0    0 

For  wages  of  natives  to  be  employed  in 

road-making  for  two  years,    .  .         2000    0    0 

^y  takmg  shares  |  j,^^  bridges  and  other  works  to  complete 
S)m^.''^^**^    i     the  roii  for  wagon-traffic     .         .        .         1000    0    0 

£4000    0    0 

as  a  contribution  towards  the  civilisation  of  South-East  Africa,  believing  that 
the  accomplishment  of  this  whole  scheme  will  be  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  for 
the  good  of  the  natives  of  these  countries. — ^I  am,  yours  respectfully, 

Jas.  Stevenson. 

PM, — The  Company  to  be  re-oi^ganiied  under  a  neutral  name. 

*  Excepting  thofie  east  of  UJiJi.  t  Or  near. 

8  D 
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No.  11. — Draft  of  proposed  Statement  op  Doctrine  and  Formula 
FOR  Native  Elders,  Licentiates,  and  Ministers. 

The  presiding  miniflter  shall  read  the  following  Statement  of  Doctrine,  to 
which  assent  is  required  in  order  to  licence  or  ordination  : — 

I.  The  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  Kew  Testaments  are  the  Word  of  God,  and 
the  only  infallible  role  of  faith  and  duty. 

XL  There  is  bnt  one  God,  a  spirit,  self-existent,  omnipresent  yet  distinct  from 
all  other  spirits  and  from  aU  material  things ;  infinite,  eternal,  and  unchangeable 
in  His  being,  wisdom,  power,  holiness,  justice,  goodness,  and  truth;  and  He 
alone  is  to  be  worshipped. 

III.  In  the  Godhead  there  are  three  persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost,  and  these  three  are  one  God,  the  same  in  substance^  equal  in  power 
and  glory. 

IV.  All  things  visible  and  invisible  were  created  by  Gk)d  out  of  nothing  by  the 
word  of  His  power,  and  are  so  preserved  and  governed  by  Him  that,  while  He  is 
in  no  way  the  author  of  sin,  all  things  serve  the  fulfilment  of  His  wise  and  good 
■and  holy  purposes. 

V.  God  created  man,  male  and  female,  after  His  own  image,  in  knowledge, 
righteousness,  and  holiness,  with  dominion  over  the  creatures.  All  men  have 
the  same  origin,  and  so  are  of  one  blood,  and  are  brethren. 

VI.  Our  first  parents,  being  free  to  choose  between  good  and  evil,  and  being 
tempted  of  Satan,  sinned  against  God ;  and  all  mankind  deeoending  from  Adam 
by  ordinary  generation,  are  bom  in  sin,  and  offending  in  manifold  ways  against 
the  good  and  holy  law  of  God,  justly  deserve  His  wrath  and  punishment  in  this 
present  life  and  in  that  which  is  to  come. 

Vn.  To  save  men  from  the  guilt,  corruption,  and  penalty  of  sin,  God  in  His 
infinite  love  sent  into  the  world  His  only-begotten  Son,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in 
whom  alone  God  has  become  incarnate,  and  through  whom  alone  men  can  be 
aaved.  Being  conceived  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  bom  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  yet  without  sin.  He  was  true  God  and  trae  man.  For  sinful  men  He 
perfectly  obeyed  the  law  of  God,  and  offered  Himself  a  true  and  perfect  sacrifice 
to  satisfy  divine  justice,  and  reconcile  men  to  God.  Having  died  on  the  cross, 
He  was  buried,  and  rose  again  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day.  He  ascended  to 
the  right  hand  of  God,  where  He  makes  intercession  for  His  people,  and  from 
whence  He  shall  come  again  to  raise  the  dead  and  to  judge  the  world. 

Vm.  The  Holy  Ghost,  who  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  makes  men 
partakers  of  salvation,  enlightening  their  minds  by  the  truth  of  the  Word  of  God, 
convincing  them  of  their  sin,  penuading  and  enabling  them  to  receive  Christ 
Jesus  as  He  is  offered  to  them  in  the  gospel,  and  working  in  them  all  the  fruits 
of  righteousness.     The  Holy  Ghost  is  given  by  the  Father  to  those  who  ask  Him. 

IX.  God  having  given  His  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  sent  His 
Holy  Spirit,  to  apply  the  purchased  redemption,  commands  aU  men  everywhere 
to  repent  of  their  sins,  to  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  their  Saviour,  to 
own  Him  as  their  Lord,  and  to  live  a  holy  life  after  His  example  and  in  obedience 
to  His  revealed  wilL  Those  who  believe  and  obey  the  gospel  of  Chiiat  are 
saved ;  and  their  privileges  are,  the  full  forgtveneas  of  their  sins,  adoption  into 
the  number  of  God*s  children, advancement  in  sanotification  through  the  indwelling 
of  the  Spirit,  and  the  hope  of  eternal  glory.  In  all  His  gracious  work,  the  Holy 
Ghost  uses  and  blesses  all  means  of  grace,  especially  the  Word,  sacramenta,  md 
prayer. 

X.  It  is  the  duty  of  aU  beUevem  to  unite  in  Church  fslIowBhip ;  to  obaerre 
the  ordinances  of  Christ,  and  to  obey  His  laws ;  to  keep  holy  the  Lord's  day ;  to 
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meet  together  for  Hie  worsKip  ;  to  wait  upon  the  preaching  of  His  word ;  to  give 
as  God  may  prosper  them  for  the  support  and  extension  of  the  gospel ;  and  to 
observe  the  sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Sapper.  Baptism  signifies  and 
seals  the  washing  of  regeneration  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost^  our  nnion  to 
Christ,  and  our  engagement  to  be  His.  It  is  administered  to  those  who  make 
»  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  to  the  children  of  belieyers.  The 
Lord's  Supper  is  a  memorial  of  Christ's  death,  and  a  sign  and  seal  of  the  benefits 
thereof  to  beHevers.  It  is  observed  by  His  people  in  token  of  their  faith  in  His 
sacrifice,  their  further  engagement  to  serve  Him,  and  their  communion  with  Him 
and  with  one  another.  It  is  also  the  duty  of  members  of  the  Church  to  manifest 
a  spirit  of  purity  and  love  among  themselves  and  towards  all  men,  to  labour  and 
pray  for  the  spread  of  Christ's  kingdom  throughout  the  world,  and  to  wait  for 
His  glorious  appearing. 

XI.  At  the  last  day  the  dead  shall  be  raised,  and  all  shall  appear  before  the 
judgment-seat  of  Chxist,  and  shall  receive  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  this 
present  life,  whether  good  or  bad.  Those  who  have  believed  and  obeyed  the 
gospel  shall  be  acquitted  and  received  into  glory;  but  the  unbelieving  and 
wicked,  being  condemned,  shall  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  their  sins. 

The  presiding  minister  shall  then  put  the  following  questions  to  the  candidate 
or  candidates : — 

1.  Bo  yon  believe  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  to  be  the 
Word  of  God,  and  the  only  infallible  rule  of  faith  and  duty  ? 

2.  Do  you  acknowledge  the  *'  Statement  of  Doctrine  "  to  be  an  exhibition  of 
the  sense  in  which  you  understand  the  teaching  of  Holy  Scripture  on  the  funda- 
mental doctrines  of  the  Gospel  ? 

3.  Do  you  adhere  to  your  renunciation  of  all  distinction  of  caste,  all  worship 
of  idols,  all  idolatrous  practices,  and  every  observance  contrary  to  the  supreme 
honour  due  to  the  one  living  and  true  God,  and  to  the  only  Mediator  between 
God  and  men,  the  man  Christ  Jesus  ? 

4.  Do  you  acknowledge  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  Head  of  the  Church, 
and  Head  over  all  things  for  the  Church's  sake?  Do  you  approve  of  the 
worship  and  government  of  this  Church  as  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God  T  and 
do  you  promise  to  be  subject  to  its  discipUne  in  the  Lord,  and  to  study  the 
things  which  make  for  peace? 

5.  Are  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  love  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  a  desire 
to  save  souls,  and  not  worldly  interests  or  expectations,  as  far  as  you  know 
your  own  heart,  your  great  motives  and  chief  inducements  to  enter  into  the 
office  of  Ruling  Elder  ? 

6.  Do  you  adhere  to  your  acceptance  of  the  call  to  become  Ruling  Elder  of 
this  Church,  and  do  you  promise  to  give  a  conscientious  attendance  upon  the 
meetings  of  the  Session,  and.  also  of  Superior  Courts,  when  called  to  sit  as  a 
member  in  them  ? 

7.  Do  you  engage,  in  the  strength  of  the  grace  that  is  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  to 
perform  with  diligence  and  faithfulness  the  duties  of  a  Rnling  Elder,  watching 
over  the  flock  of  which  you  are  called  to  be  an  overseer,  in  idl  things  showing 
yourself  a  pattern  of  good  works  to  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ,  and 
labouring  for  the  advancement  of  His  kingdom  ? 

8.  And  all  these  things  you  profess  and  promise  through  grace,  as  you  shall 
be  answerable  at  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  with  all  BUs  saints,  and 
as  you  would  be  accepted  of  Him  at  His  glorious  appearing? 

i^o^— Formula  for  Preachers  at  Licence,  and  Formula  for  Ministers  at 
Ordination,  same  as  above,  mutaHa  mutofulw. 
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No.   III. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMBNTa 
I. — General  Fund. 

Income  and  Expenditure  for  1880-81. 

INCOME. 

1.  Balance  at  3l8t  March  1880» £414 

2.  Congregational  Associations,       .  .    £13,423  12     2 

3.  Do.  Church-door  Collections,     .         1,257  19     7 

14,681 

4.  Donations 2,561 

5.  Do.,       specially  destined, 1,265 

6.  Legacies, 4,127 

7.  Juvenile  Offerings — 1.  General,         .         .  £510    5     8 

2.  For^'Dayspring,"  244     2     4 

7.i4 

8.  Interest  on  Investmonts, 1,753 


£25,557 

EXPENDITURE. 
I.  India —  ' 

1.  Bengal— Calcutta  and  Out-Stations, .       £3,782  15     0 

2.  Western  India — including  Bombay, 

Jalna,  Berar  Rural  Missions,  and 

Medical  Mission  at  Thana,     .         .         3,604     3     7 

3.  Do.— Poona» 1,294  10     4 

4.  Madras  and  Out-Stations  (including 

Grantof  £2000  for  Christian  College, 
towards  which  the  Church  and 
Wesleyan  Missionary  Societies  con- 
tribute each  £300),         .         .         .         4,355  11   10 

5.  Nagpore  and  Chindwara,  .         .         1,931     4     9 

14,968 

II.  South  Africa — 

1.  Kafraria, £4,515  10     5 

2.  Natal, 580  13     4 

5,096 

III.  Syria, 86 

IV.  New  Hebrides — 

1.  Salaries  of  Missionaries,      .        .  758  18     8 

2.  For  support  of  **  Dayspring,"  250    0     0 

l.OOS 

V.  Travelling  Expenses  and  Outfit  of  Missionaries — 

1.  India, £599    7     5 

2.  South  Africa,      ....  472  16     6 

3.  New  Hebrides,   ....  253  19    9 

1.: 


Carry  forward,  £28;4M 
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Brought  forward,        .                         £22,486  8  10 
VI.  Special  Grant — 

Preparing  Young  Men  for  Mission  Work,  26  0    0 

VII.  ContributioDB  specially  destined,           ....  698  9     9 

VIII.  General  Charges — 

1.  Proportion  of  Assembly  Expenses,        £176    0     0 

2.  Do.        of  General  Expenses,     .         150    0     0 

326  0     0 

IX.  Missionary  Records,  etc., 35  10    0 

X.  Printing  Report,  Quarterly  Paper,  Missionary  Notices, 
"Fifty  Years  of  Foreign  Missions,"  Maps,  Leaflets, 

Magic  Lantern  Slides,  etc., 522  11     4 

XL  SUtionery, 29  7  II 

XIL  Law  Agent's  Expenses, 14  2    8 

XIII.  Salaries  of  Secretaries  and  Clerk,          ....  731  0     0 

XrV.  Office  Expenses,  including  Postages  and  Incidental  Expenses,     75  0    0 

XV.  Travelling  Expenses  of  Deputies, 52  7     0 

XVI.  Expenses  of  Members  attending  Meetings  of  Committee,  44  6    2 

XVII.  Interest  accrued, 56  3     5 

XVIIL  Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1881,    .         .  460  0  11 

£25,557  8     0 


2.— LiviNOSTONiA  Mission. 

Charge, 

Balance  at  31st  March  1880 £718     2    5 

Subscriptions  during  the  year,  ....    £4,897     2     1 

Legacies, 34  19     7 

Juvenile  Offerings, 267     7     9 

Interest  accrued, 5     17 

6204  11     0 

£5,922  13    5 
Di»eharg€, 

Salaries  of  Mission  Staff, £2,017     1     7 

Passages  and  Outfit, 266  19     8 

Stores,  etc., 1271     4    4 

£3,555     6     7 
Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1881,        2,367     7  10 

£5,922  13     5 

3. — Gordon  Mxuorial  Mission. 

Charge. 

Interest  on  Investment, £234  10    0 

Juvenile  offerings, 1  16    0 

£236    6     0 

Discharge, 
BaUnoe  against  Fund  at  31st  March  1880,  £814     1     4 

Salaries  and  expenses, 129  13    7 

Interest  accrued, 31     2     7 

£974  17     6 

Balance  against  Fund  at  Slst  March  1881,        ....         £738116 


54  APFEHDIX  TO  BBFOBT  OS  WdBMIGJi  MOnOHS.  TIIL 

4.  Durr  SuarxBTATiov  Fuvd  fok  Naxjtk  PAsroBaL 

Charge, 

CongregslioiuJ  talMciiptioiis,    ....  £3,215    5    S 

Donations, MS  10  10 

Jnrenile  offeringB, 67     1     5 

Intereit  accrued, 50  17     9 


£4,316  15     S 


Dkckatrge. 

and  Adrertianig,  £6  14    0 

BalaaMxafaTOiirof  Fond  at  31st  Maieh  1881,        4^310    1     8 


£4,316  15    8 


5. — ^Mmioir  BctLDnro  Fumk 


Charge, 

Balance  in  iaTonr  of  Fnnd  at  31st  March  1880, .  .    £5,520    6     7 

Special  CoBiribiitions  for  Santalia^     .  £339    8    3 

Legacy  by  the  late  Miae  Forsyth,  1,500    0    0 

Interest  aocmed, 32  16    7 

1,872    4  10 

£7,392  11     5 
I>i9ekarge, 

Kafraria, £100    0  0 

3iadras  (including  £lll,108.8d.),    .  361  10  8 

Calcatta^ 339    8  3 

8nm  on  Deposit, 5,000    0  0 

£5,800  18  11 
Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  3l8t  March  1881,        1,591  12    6 

£7,392  11    5 


6.— MissioNARixs'  WzDOwa'  ASD  Obphaks'  Fuhd. 

Charge 

Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  31st  March  1880,  .  £81     1     7 

Donations  during  the  year,        ....  £700 

Legacies, 449    3    5 

Interest  on  Investments, 434    0    5 

Sum  in  Bond  paid  up, 1,200    0    0 

£2,090     3  10 


Disehiirgt, 

Annuities  to  Widows  of  Missionaries,        .        .  £294    0    0 

Sum  invested, 1,500    0    0 

Printing, 3110 

Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  3 let  March  1881,  373  14    5 


£2,171     5    5 


£2,171     5    5 
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7. — IXTAUDED  MI88IDNABIBS'  FUKDw 

Charge, 

Balance  in  favour  of  FSind  at  3lBt  March  1880,         .        .  £210    2    4 

Inteorett  on  InTestmenta, £553    0    4 

Sum  in  Bond  paid  np, 2,600    0    0 

Sam  in  Debenture  paid  up,        ...        .         700    00 
Sum  received  from  the  late  Miss  Smith's  estate,        1000    0    0 

4,753    0    4 

£4,963    2    8 
Diseharffc 

Annuities  to  Betired  Missionaiiee,      .  £518  11    0 

Sums  inyested, 4,200    0     0 

Balance  in  favour  of  Fund  at  3l8t  March  1881,  244  11     8 

£4,963    2     8 


No.  IV.— TABULAR  VIEWS- 


IPPENUIX  TO  REPORT  ON  FORKION  MUBIOKa. 
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No.  VI. 

DELIVERANCE  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

At  Edinburgh,  and  within  the  Free  ^jBsembly  Hall,  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  May,  in  the  year  One  thooeand  eight  hundred  and  eighty -one : —  . 

Which  day  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  being  met 
and  duly  constituted : 

Inter  alia, — 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Missions, 
and  the  Resolution  from  the  Council  of  the  Presbyterian  Alliance  in  India, 
adopted  by  that  Council  in  1877.     The  Resolution  was  read. 

The  Report  being  printed  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Members,  was  referred  to, 
in  the  absence  of  Dr.  Main,  the  Convener,  owing  to  very  severe  illness,  by  Dr. 
George  Smith,  Secretary  to  the  Committee,  who  addressed  the  Assembly  there- 
anent. 

Dr.  Smith  introduced  the  Rev.  George  Patterson,  Professor  in  the  United 
Christian  College  at  Madras — an  institution  supported  not  only  by  this  Church, 
but  also  by  the  Church  and  Wesleyan  Missionary  Societies.  Mr.  Patterson 
addressed  the  Assembly. 

Thereafter  Dr.  Smith  introduced  the  Rev.  John  Inglis,  lately  missionary  in 
the  New  Hebrides,  who  addressed  the  Assembly. 

After  singing  part  of  the  72d  Psalm,  the  Assembly  heard  an  address  from  the 
Rev.  Narayan  Sheshadri. 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Cooper  gave  an  account  of  the  mission  at  Nagpore. 

The  Rev.  T.  T.  Matthews  gave  an  account  of  the  mission  work  in  Mada- 
gascar. 

It  was  moved,  seconded,  and  unanimously  agreed  to,  That  the  General 
Assembly  approve  of  the  Report,  and  record  their  thanks  to  the  Committee,  and 
especially  the  Convener. 

The  Assembly  recognise,  with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  the  grace  of 
liberality  shown  towards  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Church,  in  all  their  de- 
partments. While  admitting  the  advantage  of  an  improved  mode  of  reporting 
the  whole  contributions  of  each  congregation  for  Missions  outside  of  Scot- 
land, the  Assembly  repeat  their  desire  that  every  congregation  shall  form  a 
Missionary  Association,  and  instruct  the  Committee  to  continue  its  careful 
visitation  of  Presbyteries  for  the  quickening  of  the  Churches  zeal  in  Missions. 
For  this  end,  also,  they  rejoice  in  the  evidence  of  the  increasing  interest  of  the 
yoiing  in  this  glorious  work,  and  trust  that  all  their  Sabbath-schools,  and 
ministers'  and  family  classes,  may  be  put  into  direct  connection  with  the 
Committee's  organisation. 
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The  Auemblj  approve  of  the  f omuifcioii  of  the  Daff  SnsteiitBtioii  Fund  for 
Native  Pastors,  and  commend  it  to  the  liberalitj  of  the  Choreh  as  the  nudeiis  of 
an  agency  for  developing  most  effectoally  the  growth  of  the  Vemacnlar  Churebea. 
They  approve  of  the  observance  of  the  first  Sabbath  of  December  as  a  day  of 
intercession  for  Missions,  with  preaching  on  the  subject^  when  a  coQection  may 
be  made  for  the  Snstentation  Fnnd  for  Native  Churches.  They  rejoice  that  the 
year  has  been  blessed  by  the  addition  of  upwards  of  four  hundred  converU  to 
these  Churches,  by  the  establishment  of  theological  classes  for  the  training  of 
native  pastors  by  the  Presbytery  of  Bombay,  by  the  continued  self-denjring 
labours  of  the  earlier  converts  in  Bengal,  by  the  ingathering  of  spiritual  fruit 
from  the  Christian  College  of  Madras,  and  by  the  extension  of  living  Christian 
communities  in  the  Elafir  and  Zola  districts  of  Cunningham^  Loredale^  Impol- 
weni,  and  the  Gordon  Memorial  Mission. 

The  General  Assembly  commend  to  the  gracious  protection  of  the  great  Head 
of  the  Church,  and  to  the  brethren  in  Kafraria  and  Natal,  the  Bev.  Andrew 
Melville  and  Bev.  B.  M.  Thornton,  whom  the  Committee  have  nominated  as 
deputies  to  stimulate  and  to  inspect  the  Biissions  there.  Through  them  the 
Assembly  desire  to  assure  the  missionaries,  the  native  congregations,  and  the 
colonists  alike,  of  their  earnest  desire  for  their  highest  welfare,  and  for  tlie  noity, 
as  well  as  the  extension,  of  the  Churches  and  Missions. 

The  Assembly  renew  the  expression  of  their  confidence  in  theadministralioa  of 
the  Livingstonia  Mission  in  the  spirit  of  the  instructions  issued  on  its  founda- 
tion in  1875.  They  thank  God  for  the  dawning  of  spiritual  success  which  is 
already  apparent,  on  both  the  Missionary  and  the  industrial  side  of  the  enter- 
prise. They  heartily  acknowledge  the  wise  foresight  of  Mr.  James  Stevenson 
and  the  other  friends  of  the  Mission,  and  the  noble  generosity  of  that  gentle- 
man, of  Mr.  James  White,  the  present  Convener  of  the  Sub-committee,  and 
those  associated  with  them,  who  have  combined  to  continue  the  MiMion  for 
another  period,  and  to  open  up  communications  between  its  stations  on  Lake 
Xyassa  and  those  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  on  Lake  Tanganyika. 

The  Assembly  unite  with  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  in  returning  thanks 
to  the  Ladies*  Society,  which  has  again  met  with  most  encouraging  snooeas  in 
female  education  in  India  and  Africa,  and  in  expressing  the  hope  tiiat  the  con- 
gregations of  the  Church  will  be  stimulated  to  help  this  indispensable  and  grow- 
ing part  of  mission  work,  which  is  not  otherwise  provided  for. 

The  General  Assembly  empower  the  Commission  to  receive  and  dispose  of 
applications  from  the  Conmiittee,  first,  for  placing  the  Missionaries'  Widows' 
Fund  on  an  actuarial  basis,  in  one  of  the  various  ways  previously  proposed ; 
secondly,  for  arranging  as  to  the  licence  and  ordination  of  Dr.  William  £lder  by 
the  Presbytery  of  Madras.  The  Assembly  recognise  ad  hUerim  the  judicial 
authority  of  the  Council  of  the  Presbyterian  Allianoe  of  India,  so  far  as  to  decide 
finally  cases  of  appeal  in  matters  of  discipline  referred  to  the  Council  by  the 
native  churches,  office-bearers,  and  members,  in  accordance  with  the  fonn  ol 
process  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotiand,  and  call  for  a  further  report  fnmt  the 
Foreign  Missions  Committee. 

The  Assembly  rejoice  in  the  restoratiim  to  health  of  the  Bev.  J.  G.  Cooper. 
jmd  pray  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  attend  his  laboori  on  his  ntmn  to 
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Central  India.    They  welcome  the  yint  of  the  Rev.  Narayao  Sheehadn,  who 
wiU  long  be  remembered  by  the  eongregationa  of  the  Church. 

The  General  Assembly  again  commit  their  great  missionary  enterprise  to  the 
miniBtera  and  elders  whom  they  have  appointed  for  its  prayerfal  administration, 
and  to  the  Church  privileged  to  be  fellow- workers  with  Christ,  charging  them  to 
be  diligent  and  faithful  to  Him  whom  Daniel  saw  in  the  night  visions,  when 
**  One  like  the  Son  of  Man  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  came  to  the 
Ancient  of  Days.  And  there  was  given  Him  dominion  and  glory,  and  a  kingdom, 
that  all  people,  and  nations,  and  languages,  should  serve  Him.  And  the  kingdom 
and  dominion,  and  the  greatness  of  the  kingdom  under  the  whole  heaven,  shall 
be  given  to  the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most  High,  whose  kingdom  is  an  ever- 
lasting kingdom,  and  all  dominions  shall  serve  and  obey  Him." 

Extracted  from  the  Records  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland,  by 

WILLIAM  WILSON, 
CL  EccL  Scot,  Lib, 
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DEATH  OF  REV.  DR.  MAIN. 

2Sth  May  1881. 

The  General  Assembly  receive  with  deep  sorrow  and  emotion  the  announce- 
ment that  the  Rev.  Thomas  Main,  D.D.,  who,  as  Past-Moderator,  preached  at 
the  opening  of  this  meeting  of  Assembly,  has  been  removed  from  among  them. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Main,  in  circumstances  so  solenm,  reads  to  the  Church  a 
lesson  of  impressive  warning.  At  an  age  considerably  less  than  that  which  has 
been  attained  by  some  who  are  still  spared  to  her,  he  has,  in  midst  of  many  and 
various  labours,  entered  into  rest. 

From  a  position  of  much  influence  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  Dr.  Main  ^as 
(tolled  to  succeed  the  venerable  Dr.  Henry  Grey,  in  St.  Mary's  Church,  Edinburgh, 
and  in  that  important  congregation  has  ministered  with  devoted  faithfulness  for 
twenty-four  years. 

On  the  death  of  Dr.  Du^  Convener  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  the 
Church  unanimously  appointed  Dr.  Main  to  suooeed  him,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  the  onerous  and  difficult  duties  of  that  office  he  has  commended  himself  by 
unwearied  and  faithful  service. 

In  the  cause  of  Education  he  has  effectually  aided  the  Church,  which  will 
long  miss  his  ready  and  courteous  help  in  this  and  many  other  departments  of 
labour. 

The  General  Assembly  desire  affectionately  to  commend  to  God  the  widow  of 
their  departed  friend  and  feUow-servant,  prasring  that  in  her  great  bereavement 
she  may  realise  the  sustaining  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

The  General  Assembly  instrnot  that  a  copy  of  this  Minute  be  sent  to  Mrs. 
Main,  and  other  relative0.--dlst  May  1881. 
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The  Foreign  Missions  CSommittee  desire  to  recognise,  in  a  spirit  of  deep  buIi- 
mission,  the  solemn  circumstances  in  which  they  reassemble. 

It  has  pleased  God  suddenly  to  remove  from  them  the  Convener,  under  who^e 
presidency  they  have  now  for  three  years  met  for  the  discussion  and  direction  of 
the  Mission  affairs  of  the  Church. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Main,  after  a  prolonged  ministry,  and  at  an  age  when  he  might 
have  sought  relief  from  added  labours,  responded  to  the  call  of  the  Church 
to  occupy  the  Convenership,  which  became  vacant  in  February  187S  by  the 
lamented  death  of  Dr.  Duff. 

They  cannot  but  give  expression  to  the  fear  that  the  combined  labours  of  a 
city  charge  and  of  the  Convenership  of  one  of  the  Church  Committees,  whose 
work  is  so  continuous  and  anxious,  have  proved  too  heavy  a  burden  for  their 
departed  friend ;  while  at  the  same  time  they  have  reason  to  believe  that  his 
own  desires  have  been  accomplished,  *by  a  continuance  to  the  very  close  of  life 
in  active  work  for  the  Master,  whom  he  loved  and  delighted  to  serve. 

The  Committee  desire  to  put  on  record  their  sense  of  the  conscientious  an<l 
devoted  spirit  in  which  the  heavy  duties  of  the  Convenership  have  been  dis- 
charged by  him ;  his  earnest  efforts  both  to  consolidate  and  to  extend  the  great 
work  which  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  has  undertaken  in  the  foreign  field ; 
his  courteous  and  loving  bearing  to  themselves  ;  and  his  success  in  maintainintr 
united  and  cordial  action  in  their  whole  work. 

The  Committee  enter  with  deepest  sympathy  into  the  sorrow  of  his  bereave<l 
widow — the  true  helpmeet  of  her  husband  in  all  his  labours — and  commend 
her  in  prayer  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church.  They  instruct  that  a  copy  of 
this  minute  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Main. — 1st  June  1881. 


FORM    OF    BEQUEST. 

I  leave  and  bequeath  the  sam  of 
Pounds  Sterling  {the  amount  to  he  stated  in  words^  not  figures)  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  management  of  the  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Free  Church 
of  Scotland* ;  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  be  paid,  at  the  first  term  of  Whit- 
sunday or  Martinmas  after  my  death,  to  John  Macdonald,  Esquire, 
or  A.  Ellison  Ross,  Esquire,  General  Treasurers  to  the  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  and  Successors  in  Office,  Treasurers  aforesaid ;  and  I  declare 
that  the  discharge  of  the  said  John  Maodonald,  Esquire,  or  A.  Ellison 
Ross,  Esquire,  or  of  such  Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  sufficient 
discharge  to  my  Executors. 

*  In  the  erent  of  a  Beqnest  in  faronr  of  tlie  KlisionarleS'  Widow/  and  Orphans*  Fund,  Snaax 

here  the  words  "  to  be  by  them  applied  to  the  Missionaries'  Widows'  and  Orphans*  Fond  under  thcar 

ehaiKe."    A  similar  eonrae  may  he  followed  if  a  Legacy  la  left  to  '*  the  Doif  SoatentatioB  Fimd  for 

Native  FaatoT*/*  to  "the  Miaaion  BnUding  Fand,"  or  to  the  *'  InvaUded  Iflaaionariear  Pimd,"  al*r. 

I  nnder  the  charge  of  the  Foreign  Miaaiona  Committee. 
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^'And  80  ALL  IsRAKL  SHALL  BE  8AVBD  "  IB  the  Bure  word  of  promise  on 
which  our  Mission  k  founded  ;  and  if  such  missions  are  often  a  labour  of 
unrequited  love,  and  therefore  peculiarly  a  work  of  faith,  we  both  owe 
a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Israel  which  no  other  nation  in  the  world  can 
claim,  and  our  faith  has  this  promise  to  rest  upon  for  them  alone  among  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth.  For  the  multitudes  <^  the  heathen  we  have  the 
Divine  assurance  that  ^'  the  earth  shall  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea  ;*  yet  Israel  stands  alone  among  the 
nations  with  an  express  promise  for  itself  of  national  salvation.  In  the 
time  to  come,  as  in  ages  past,  other  nations  -may  waste  away  from  the 
face  of  the  earth  ;  but  Israel,  which  above  all  others  has  been  crushed  and 
continually  threatened  with  extinction,  has  the  Divine  promise  of  perman- 
ence ;  and  as  the  word  of  the  Lord  abideth  for  ever,  His  chosen  people 
cannot  perish,  but  through  all  its  sufferings  and  all  its  unbelief  is  reserved 
lor  certain  salvation. 

Debtors  we  are  to  all  men.  Holding  in  our  hands  a  priceless  treasure 
with  which  we  have  been  entrusted,  not  for  ourselves  alone  and  our 
children  but  for  every  creature  under  heaven,  we  are  debtors  to  Barbarian, 
Scythian,  bond  and  free.  In  this  relation  we  are  debtors  to  the  Jew  and 
the  Greek  alike  ;  but  to  the  Gentiles  we  owe  no  debt  of  spiritual  gratitude, 
because  from  them  we  have  reaped  no  spiritual  benefit  To  the  Jew  alone 
are  we  bound  by  this  great  and  peculiar  obh'i^ation,  incessantly  to  seek 
his  spiritual  and  everlasting  welfare ;  and  if  we  seek  it  not  the  Lord  will 
require  it  of  us. 

In  seeking  the  redemption  of  Israel  our  love,  on  ihe  one  hand,  is  impelled 
by  the  gratitude  of  a  singular  debt,  and  our  faith,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
upheld  by  a  most  special  and  peculiar  promise,  which  though  it  tarry  for 
a  season,  will  speak  in  the  end  and  not  lie,  will  surely  come  and  not 
t  irry.  Let  us  therefore  "  be  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always  abounding  in  this 
work  of  the  Lord,  forasmuch  as  we  know  that  our  labour  is  not  in  vain  in 
the  Lord.'* 

In  the  last  half  century  which  has  witnessed  the  origin  and  progress  of 
our  Mission,  the  position  of  Israel  in  the  world  has  undergone  a  gradual 
but   great  revolution,   or  rather  almost  two   revolutions.     From   being 
9  A 
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daspised  and  neglected,  the  nation  has  risen  into  wealth  and  infiaence  and 
power,  with  a  large  namerical  increase ;  and  again,  greatly  on  account  of  this 
proflperitj,  but  also  on  account  of  their  unchristian  influence  in  the  press, 
and  their  absorption  of  wealth  and  property  thai  had  belonged  to  others, 
the  nation  has  within  the  last  few  years  come  to  be  by  many  both  hated 
and  feared.  It  9eems  strange  to  us  that  the  crushed  Jew  should  have 
anywhere  come  to  be  feared,  yet  a  Jewish  writer  in  the  February  number 
of  the  Nineteenth  Century  maJces  this  general  statement  of  his  own  view : 
"  This  latest  revival  of  Judeophobia  is  certainly  deserving  of  attention  on 
account  of  its  not  being  conBned  to  one  country.  The  appearance  of  a 
certain  feeling  against  the  Jews  is  apparent  in  almost  all  the  large  states 
of  the  world,  with  the  single  exception,  perh^MS,  of  France."  But  there  is 
a  most  remarkable  feature  in  this  latest  aspect  of  Judeophobia,  which  is 
called  a  revival  of  the  mediaeval  hatred  of  Israel,  the  Judenhass  of  darker 
ages.  In  those  ages  to  send  the  Jews  back  to  Jerusalem  would  have 
been  to  their  persecutors  the  most  hateful  of  all  proposals,  or  rather  the 
most  remote  of  all  conceptions.  When  the  chivalry  of  Christian  Europe 
issued  forth  in  brilliant  array  with  a  proud  enthusiasm  to  rescue  the 
Holy  City  from  the  hands  of  the  infidel,  it  was  then  that  they 
asked  why  they  should  go  so  far  to  fight  with  the  enemies  of  the 
cross,  and  pass  by  the  crucifiers  of  our  Lord  who  were  living  in 
such  numbers  in  the  midst  of  their  own  countries  at  home ;  and  then 
arose  the  terrible  ''hep  I  hep  I  hep  I"  and  the  fiercest  massacres  of  the 
hated  Jews.  But  the  tide  of  Anti-Judaism  is  now  reversed,  and  flows  in 
the  very  opposite  course ;  for  in  its  chief  advocates  it  has  taken  the  turn 
of  an  openly  expressed  desire  that  the  Jews  should  go  back  to  their  father- 
land  again,  and  occupy  that  very  Jerusalem  for  which  the  Crusaders  would 
have  laid  down  their  lives  to  exclude  them  from  its  possession.  Sndi  a 
change  or  rather  reverse  of  sentiment  indicates  a  providential  ordering 
that  may  isHne  in  results  quite  new  in  the  history  of  ike  Jews  for  the  last 
eighteen  centuries ;  and  in  combination  with  other  causes,  may  lead  to 
the  unfolding  of  a  bright  page  in  '*  that  grandest  poem  of  all  time,  the  still 
uncompleted  history  of  Israel." 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

The  income  for  the  present  year,  excluding  £191,  specially  destined. 
has  been  £4183,  and  the  ordinary  expenditure  £4395.  The  sum  of 
£3130  has  been  allotted  for  new  Mission  Buildings  at  Constantinople. 
The  balance  in  favour  of  the  Committee  at  3lst  March  was  £3658,  with 
which  the  Mission  has  to  be  carried  on  for  nine  months  till  December, 
when  the  annual  collection  is  made. 

The  principal  items  of  income  for  the  last  five  years  have  been  as 
follows : — 

im.     1978.     1879.     1680.     1881. 

Collectiona,                                      £3382  £3138  £2666  £2810  £2350 

Donations,          ...                489  408  354  364  300 

Legacies,                                             1644  1414  1648  5971  757 

Juvenile  Offerings,     .                          288  299  284  264  253 
Interest  on  Investments,  of  which 

the  Capital  may  not  be  spent,  261  260  293  395 


£5803      £5520      £5212     £9702      £4055 
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The  Oommittee  regret  that  the  Annual  Collection,  which  is  their 
principal  scarce  of  income,  has  this  year  been  so  deficient.  Thej  are 
well  aware  that  this  is  mainly,  or  wholly,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  extra- 
ordinary severity  of  the  weather  which  made  very  sparse  congregations  on 
the  Babbath  of  the  collection.  There  were  many  supplementary  collec- 
tions, but  these  could  not  supply  the  deficiency ;  and  the  Committee  trust 
that  next  collection  will  not  be  less  liberal  than  in  former  years. 

OUB  NEED  OF  MISSIONARIES. 

When  the  redemption  of  Israel  draws  nigh,  and  when  all  men  shall  see 
that  the  time  to  favour  Zion  is  come,  the  ripe  harvest  will  gather  many 
willing  reapers  to  share  in  the  promise  for  Jerusalem — ''They  shall 
prosper  that  love  thee."  But  "  blessed  are  they  that  have  not  seen,  and 
yet  have  believed ; "  seeing  with  the  eye  of  faith  what  is  hid  from  the  eye 
of  sense,  saying  even  now,  *'  Here  am  I,  Lord,  send  me ; "  and  in  the  end 
partaking  in  the  double  gladness  of  the  Almighty  mandate — *'  Rejoice  ye 
with  Jerusalem  and  be  glad  with  her,  all  ye  that  love  her ;  rejoice  for  joy 
with  her,  all  ye  that  mourn  for  her." 

The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge  the  cordial  welcome  to  their 
appeals  in  our  Theological  Halls  in  the  past  winter ;  but  there  still 
remains  the  need  of  men  who  will  devote  themselves  at  once  to  the  work. 

BBESLAU. 

Oar  Mission  at  Breslau  has  long  been  ministered  to  by  our  oldest 
missionary,  Mr.  Edward,  whose  love  for  Israel  is  so  intense,  and  has 
burned  for  more  than  forty  years  with  so  constant  a  flame,  that  it  might 
be  hard  to  find  a  Jew  with  so  ardent  and  steadfast  an  affection  for  his 
own  kinsmen.  He  ministers  to  an  attached  congregation  of  two  hundred 
souls,  imbued  with  tho  same  love  for  Israel  as  himself;  but  straitened 
for  want  of  room,  and  earnestly  desiring  a  larger  hall  or  church,  their 
place  of  worship  being  full  to  the  door  every  Lord's  Day  both  forenoon 
and  afternoon.  In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  he  admitted  no  fewer  than 
fifteen  new  communicants,  in  one  of  whom  the  gracious  change  was  so 
striking  in  contrast  to  the  past,  and  so  complete  in  itself,  as  to  make  them 
almost  question  her  identity,  and  to  remind  them  of  the  man  born  blind, 
of  whom  some  said  "  it  is  he,"  and  others  said  "  it  is  like  him." 

Whilst  among  the  Germans  the  Lord  has  always  owned  Mr.  Edward's 
fruitful  ministry  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  he  has,  in  these  later  years, 
been  privileged  to  see  cheering  fruit  among  the  children  of  Israel.  The 
two  most  interesting  converts  in  the  present  year  were  two  young  men, 
whose  intercourse  with  our  missionary  was  blessed  to  them,  and  who  have 
been  baptized  elsewhere  to  his  great  joy,  with  good  evidence  of  a  saving 
change.  An  aged  and  respectable  matron  in  Israel,  who  was  baptized  by 
our  missionary  last  year  along  with  her  husband,  has  since  died  in  the  joy 
of  the  Lord.  "  There  is  a  fountain  filled  with  blood "  was  her  cherished 
hymn  to  the  end.  *'  At  some  parts  of  the  year,"  Mr.  Edward  writes,  *'  I 
have  had  a  perfect  influx  of  young  men  mostly  from  Poland,  so  that  for 
four  mouths  I  had  my  hands  full.  In  some  of  them  I  have  the  conviction 
that  permanent  impressions  were  made  on  their  hearts,  and  that  more  than 
one  have  probably  ere  this  confessed  Christ  at  some  other  station." 

Mr.   Edward  has  two  faithful  assistants  in  his  work ;  he  takes  part 


56 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  ON  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 


VHI. 


00 
00 


to 

»s 

3 

a 

H 
O 

o 

D 

a 
"^ 


<5 
S25 


•«UU0JOXl^8JUI|lj 

oift  joj  B^uapn^g 


ss^gs-^  •  -S*"^ 


'aLNaoy 

NVIXSIHHO 

^vlox 


-a9iizo^-aiq}S 


•wnd^odioo     ,  „ 


\IU. 


TABULAR  VIEW  OF  NATIVE  CHUBGHE8. 


57 


waBijjWK    I  «S'^«'*    .eo^<o    .  25 


S  ! 

O    i    


s 

< 


CiC^CD     .«i-l     ,     •***'^    ?3 


.    .  ^  C9  ^  00  eo  <<4<  00 


CO 


,eo 


."^teooioito 


,oic«i 


o 

C4 


3^6-2 


iH  r-C 


,C^90 


^     .«'*     . 


.t^O     . 


C>4 

C4 


a  Ok" 

ea-9 


oov^ot^o     ^t^ooeo 


8 


5§as 


CO 


ninpT 


ir-ieoo4«4<         eoe) 


f— • 

C9 


=  S|8 


"^  4> 


I    CO  (^  ho  O  0»  Q  •-•  00  Oi  00 


I 


o  2  S 


0400<0O3g^C0Oi-« 


O 


o 
o 


"*  ^  i-i  r-<  c«  i-«  !-•  d  eo  t-«   r>. 


10  04 


00 


04 


040400     .00     .     . 


^i-iS  *§o5 


QOOOl     .COO 
1-^  Oli-^ 


gSS  -§8^ 


«o>n    .    .o<    . 


^     .CO     .  •-• 
CO        r^      'O 


C3 


ooeoko    .00    .   . 


tN.|.-lCO        ,1-1        .        . 


g^W     .gj»     . 


o 


Ol 


04 


Ol 


s^ 


s 


g 


cQioohor^o 

r-i  00  rH  t*  «0  CO 


t^  rH  rH  rH  F-l  ^H      .  I  C4 


"*©«rH     t* 


|-I00©4 


«4«eo 


^lO-^ 


CO 


^»o    . 


fO 


OIO     .    t^ 


eooi    . 


to 


04  oi 


s^'^ 


s 


kO 


f-l  CI 


S^rH 


2  -Si 


00     .-^ 


CO  00  rH 


<M 


00 


C4rHi-l     ^ 


d 


o 

• 

c8 

3 

— 

cr. 

O 

c^    .    . 

O 

• 

r 

Ol 

«   .  . 


o» 


©I    •    •  '^^ 


<o    .    .   «q 


o    .    . 


»o    . 


*a 


lA 


•     •     • 


00 


00 


C4 


04 


00 


no 


SS'. 


o 
o 


o» 


0« 


00 
CO 


Oi 


S 


00 


3 


CI 


3 
^ 


H-l 


eo 


5r. 

C 

O 

s 

04 


4)  « 

r3  -m 


«r^ 


5 

o 

I 

99 


o 
« 


•3 

a 


flfx 


'3.S  •• 

•S^  s 

fl  c  o, 


1^1 


> 


Pk^»:5 


03     • 


11  -l-i^i 

t4 


68 


APPBNDIX  TO  REPORT  ON  FORXiaN  1IIB8ION8. 


Tin. 


00 
OO 


s 

a 
;3 

o 

n 

:/3 

Q 

95 

a 

8 


I 


o 

g 

00 


s 


O90 
,00 


(Ml 

.CO 


» 

2258 


QO 
00 


ogoepoo"^ 


O  CO 


(MOOO 


00 


^205 


ao  o 


I  CO  n  o  t^  O  I^^QO  A  Ok 


i-^Oaoci 


©•       rl 


r-»r>.«o 

00 


eo 


iAQtOiOi-iOeOC9b« 


00 
OO 

C<9 


lOCO' 


•  Of  o  99  o  u»  a»  o) 

!  Q  pH  Cl  A  {»  ri  IC 


00 


o» 

CI 


6 

•a 
S 


-I 

< 


•E 


00  *co q5 


s 


s 

00 


13 


S 


'  00  CO  OO  Ok  lA  l<« 

3*   SoS8 


o 

Oi 


o 


00 

O 
O 

n 


I 


«4 


M)  00  09 1^  00  00  CO  •«  b- i-l 
"^   1-^   i-«     Ol 


CO  i-H  <i4i  C9 «»  r-l  .OI« 


s$ 


o 

"to 

c 

< 


"3 
9^ 


c4 

s 


91 


3 


.S 


Ui  .  09  G4  r-i  PH  04  t>.  •« 


Ol 


«D  00  CO  »Q  A -<«« -^  eo 

waobOaoaopHobo 
eoookod     coc^r-4 


CO 
Ol 


SI 


«o 
d 

04 


o 
eo 


o 

00 


00  w  la  iQ  to -^  eo 

, «  »Q  i-i  ^  ^  Ok  00 

01  r^       Ol 


t>.Q'^aooo 
-^«*«ooSr>. 


las-'sg' 


00 
CO 


o» 


t^O«OQOeO<<4<0»09 


04 


H 


s    a 

t^     Ok  to  eo 


<^Ok 


09 
M 

s 

Ol 


I-I09Q  eo 


091^00 

OOOO'^t 


1^ 
«o 
eo 


a 


s 


8  . 


00 


^c'^S^ 


00 
CO 


lOtOOl 


00 


M 

a 

09 


'S 

M 

a 

04 


M     : 
0109r 


"2 

M 

a 


3 


s 


|SS 

§ 

^rr 

S" 

^     00 


eo 


SSI 


o« 


SI 


if 


S 


wo 

OO 


00 

OO 


09 


rHC^rH 


00 
OO 


.a 
a 


f-l 

« 

« 

« 

•s 

M 

K 

•m* 

■^i« 

a 

c 

CO 

•Q 

eo 

wo 

m 


to 


IX.  BBISLAU.  7 

100 ;  laegnitz  (Jaokiscb,  eyangeliafc),  70-80  ;  Sauvaa  (Mr.  Patzold),  36-80 ; 
Trebnitz  (Mr.  Vietge),  10-15.  So  that  there  are  weekly  600-900  children  instructed 
in  Scripture  truth  in  our  church,  by  13  female  teachers  and  7  men.  There  is 
besides  my  own  class  weekly  for  the  children  of  the  congregation,  who  are  in- 
structed in  the  Bible  and  Westminster  Catechism. 

*'  Surely  it  does  not  need  to  be  proved  to  Scotch  Christiana  that  a  pure  testi- 
mony is  more  esteemed  by  the  Lord  than  mere  numbers.  The  Church  in  Ephraim 
was  in  those  days  with  the  few  who  upheld  the  word  of  Jehovah,  and  not  with 
the  great  multitude.  Scotch  Christians  cannot  thiuk  it  indifferent  towards  spiritual 
life  whether  Christ  is  known  as  King  in  His  Church  as  the  secular  monarch  is 
'summus  episcopus,'  as  the  king  is  here  styled  in  all  public  deeds,  and  acts  as 
such :  whether  the  Lord's  Day  be  observed  or  trampled  on  by  the  professedly 
godly,  by  attendance  in  theatres  and  operas  on  that  day :  whether  the  people 
be  taught  that  they  are  children  of  God  '  by  the  rite  of  baptism/  and  thus 
trained  to  say,  '  We  have  Abraham  to  our  father,*  or  instructed  to  seek  after  the 
Lord  till  they  find  him. 

**  The  assistant  missionaries  are  Mr.  Laud  and  Mr.  Heinhaus. 

'*  Mr.  Laud  is  my  immediate  aid  in  the  Jewish  Mission.  He  is  generally  more 
abroad  at  the  stations  than  in  the  town,  and  on  his  journeys  does  much  to  bring 
the  Word  of  God  and  other  useful  books  into  the  hands  of  Jews.  He  is  in  general 
very  successful  in  gaining  access  to  Jews,  even  where  others  would  fail.  During 
tiie  past  year  he  has  laboured  with  his  wonted  assiduity :  his  peculiar  charge  also 
is  the  Frohe  Botscha/t,  the  monthly  publication  of  our  Church. 

*'  Mr.  Heinhaus  is  an  agent  in  whose  work,  we  trust,  the  Committee  will  have 
reason  to  rejoice.  He  was  none  of  our  seeking :  on  the  contrary,  we  first  made 
efforts  in  several  directions  to  fill  up  the  {ilace,  but  it  became  plain  that  Mr. 
Heinhaus  was  thrust  upon  us  in  God's  providence.  We  took  him  in  obedience  to 
the  leadings  of  Grod,  and  we  are  not  likely  to  repent  of  it.  He  is  rarely 
quatitied  for  his  calling ;  out  early  in  his  visits  from  house  to  house,  and  at  it 
all  the  day ;  indeed  it  is  his  meat  and  drink  to  seek  souls  for  that  Lord 
whom  he  knows  and  loves.  His  wife  is  a  true  help-meet,  and  their  house  is 
open  at  all  hours,  till  late  at  night,  for  the  distressed  in  mind  and  body.  Mr. 
Heinhaus  has  regular  meetings  in  his  house  on  Wednesday,  Saturday,  and  Sabbath 
evening,  when  especially  his  house  is  full  of  people  who  cull  over  the  thoughts 
that  have  been  presented  to  them  in  the  course  of  the  day.  The  Word,  and 
nothing  but  the  Word,  is  the  motto  in  all  his  operations.  He  is  particularly 
successful  in  dealing  with  secure  sinners,  going  right  to  the  mark,  and  haling 
them  as  prisoners  before  the  judgment  of  the  Lord,  to  cry  for  help  to  Him 
who  can  save.  This  is  the  only  teaching  that  will  do  any  real  good  in  this 
country,  where  men  have  no  knowledge  of  sin.  It  is  the  ruin  here  that  all 
have  come  to  peace  without  having  been  sick.  There  is  no  lack  of  ministers 
that  will  exalt  Christ  to  the  edification  of  true  believers,  and  self -deceivers  in 
numbers  comfort  themselves,  but  there  is  no  effective  warning  against  the 
rock  of  self -righteousness. 

**  Our  congregational  Dorcas  meeting,  which  has  been  kept  up  for  many  years, 
has  become  more  vigorous  since  its  translation  to  Mr.  Heiuhaus's  house.  He  is 
present,  and  reads  something  profitable,  and  superintends  the  conversation  so 
that  it  does  not  take  a  false  bent.  This  is  a  rallying  centre  for  the  young 
women  of  the  congregation,  some  of  whom  have  to  spend  the  day  in  the 
poisonous  atmosphere  of  a  factory.  The  truth  is  spreading  in  that  direction, 
so  that  we  have  now  four  in  one  place,  who  keep  together,  and  support  each 
other  against  the  taunts  of  wicked  companions. 

**  Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  we  have  made  a  commencement  of  a  *  sew- 
ing class  for  Jewish  girls.'  As  yet  we  have  only  five,  but  are  not  discouraged. 
We  could  have  it  full  at  once  of  German  girls,  but  none  such  is  admitted  unlets 
she  bring  a  Jewish  child  with  her.  We  have  got  the  right  person  at  the  head 
of  it,  full  of  good  for  Israel,  and  she  sees  already  the  parents  of  37  of  the  children, 
towards  whom  her  heart  has  warmed,  led  captive  to  the  feet  of  the  Redeemer. 

"  We  have  to  record  a  very  important  increase  in  Christian  work  amongst  us 
this  year  in  the  formation  of  a  Trad  Society^  for  printing  and  circulating  sound 
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literature.  The  beginning  was  made  by  Mr.  Pactzold,  a  zealous  member  of  oor 
church  from  the  beginning,  after  being  long  dissatisfied  with  the  tracts  of  the 
different  German  Societies,  as  containing  noxious  doctrine,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  the  sacraments.  '  Besides,  he  found  that  as  he  expended  large  sums 
yearly  for  tracts,  as  he  lets  none  go  from  his  shop  without  a  tract,  he  could  do  mora 
for  his  money  by  printing  for  himself.  This  is  another  main  object  of  the  Society 
—  to  give  tracts  cheap.  At  last  he  made  proposals  for  the  formation  of  a  Society, 
which  was  accordingly  set  on  foot  under  the  name  of  the  Breslau  Tract  Society. 
The  members  are  as  yet  exclusively  of  our  church,  but  entrance  is  free  to  all. 
There  were  printed  off,  to  the  middle  of  hist  month,  180,000,  now  200,000,  which 
are  all  in  circulation.  They  hate  found  much  favour,  and  we  have  had  to  tend 
12,000  to  Vienna,  and  11,000  to  Saxony,  etc;  We  have  »•  colporteur  of  our 
own,  and  as  they  are  unusually  cheap  and  good  they  will  prove  a  common  benefit. 
Almost  all  these  200,000  tracts  will  be  nearly  circidated  in  course  of  this  year. 

"  I  must  not  omit  mentioning  our  monthly  paper,  which  gives  me  monthly 
the  opportunity  of  sending  some  message  abroad  to  the  Jews  by  the  press.  It  is 
regularly  sent  to  a  circle  of  Jews,  whose  names  Mr.  Ueinhaus  has.  In  the  last 
number  I  had  inserted  an  account  of  Wallfischi,  and  a  poem  of  his  entitled 
'  Found,*  which  has  excited  a  good  deal  of  interest.  It  got  me  the  acquaint- 
ance of  a  highly  interesting  Jewish  merchant,  who  came  up  to  me  on  the 
street  to  converse  upon  the  point  whether  there  be  such  a  thing  as  con- 
science. He  has  requested  me  to  let  him  have  all  accounts  of  thsit  kind  that 
are  to  be  had,  and  promised  to  visit  me  frequently. 

••  For  the  Scottish  National  Bible  Society  I  have  the  superintendence  of  seven 
colporteurs  and  two  depdts,  from  which  24*46  Bibles  and  7964  Testaments  have 
been  sold  in  the  course  of  the  past  year.  We  are  under  great  obligations  to 
that  Society  for  putting  it  in  our  power  to  distribute  a  large  number  of  Bibles 
and  Testaments  to  the  Sunday-school  children  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

"I  had  hoped  to  give  some  account  of  the  Jewish  persecution  that  has  been 
set  on  foot  in  North  Germany,  and  prevailed  for  about  a  year,  in  its  causes 
and  merits  ;  but  I  fear  delaying  this  letter.  For  the  same  reason  I  must  for- 
bear giving  some  anecdotes,  which  throw  light  upon  the  spirit  and  views  of  the 
Jews  of  the  present  generation." 

Work  among  Apprentice  Lads,  conducted  bt  Miss  Edward. 

**It  had  been  a  cause  of  grief  for  years  past,  that  the  children  who  had 
attended  Sabbath-school  regularly,  left  us  whenever  they  were  'confirmed,* 
which  takes  place  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  we  never  saw  them  again.  The 
boys  are  in  most  cases  forced  to  work  on  Sabbath  until  one  o'clock,  and  then 
are  sometimes  forced  by  their  masters  to  attend  the  '  Sunday-school '  for  appren- 
tices,'where  they  learn  writing,  arithmetic,  and  drawing.  This  lasts  until  three 
o'clock,  so  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  they  never  came  near  our  place  of 
worship  again,  or  indeed  ever  entered  God's  house  at  all.  Those  girls  who  go 
to  service  are  not  able  to  come  except  on  very  rare  occasions,  and  the  othersi 
thinking  themselves  too  much  grown  up  for  Sabbath*sohool,  also  drop  off.  Three 
years  ago  we  commenced  a  course  of  lectures  for  the  boys,  and  a  sewing-meet- 
ing for  the  girls.  The  lectures  proved  a  failure,  so  I  took  a  room,  being 
helped  by  kind  friends  in  Scotland,  and  proposed  to  teach  the  boys  drawing 
on  one  evening  in  the  week,  so  as  to  keep  sight  of  them.  This  has  been  kept 
up,  and  when  the  Committee  granted  the  sum  of  £25  last  year,  of  conrae  I 
could  make  better  arrangements.  The  boys  have  been  divided  into  two 
classes.  The  older  ones  come  on  Friday  evening,  and  the  younger  on  Monday. 
They  are  taught  writing,  arithmetic,  and  drawing,  and  the  numbers  on  each 
night  are  from  12  to  20.  Besides  this,  there  is  a  singing  class  on  Tuesday,  and 
a  Bible-class  every  Sunday  fortnight,  at  which  the  average  attendance  is  14. 
Many  boys  have  left  us  during  the  past  year,  some  to  look  for  work  in  other 
towns,  two  to  be  trained  in  Military  Schools  as  non-commissioned  officers,  and 
several  because  they  did  not  like  the  class.  Those  who  left  town  write  to 
me,  some  very  frequently,  and  it  is  atrange  to  see  how  they  seem  to  aaimnntT 
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all  they  know  of  good  witb  BreaUn;  One  yonng  lad  of  17  told  me,  after 
having  been  away  for  half  a  year,  *  I  muet  try  and  get  work  in  Breslau  again, 
or  I  don't  know  what  will  become  of  me.*  Another,  who-  had  to  fight  with 
great  difficulties  writes,  that  he  finds  his  only  comfort  when  reading  his  Bible, 
which  is  an  unknown  thing  in  this  part  of  Germany.  It  is  a  very  difficult 
task  to  work  among  such  lads,  as  tHey,  at  least  most  of  them,  hear  nothing 
but  scoffing  and  wickedness,  both  at  home  and  in-  their  workshops.  One  of 
then>  told  me^  *  You  cannot  imagine  what  the  conversation  of  the  journeymen 
IB  like,  and  if  they  think  that  one  of  the  apprentices  is  more  innocent  than 
the  rest,  they  try  to  ruin  him..  They  had  got  me  round  to  scoff  at  religion 
too,  but  with  God's  help  that  shall  never  occur  again.' 

*'  My  greatest  distress  at  present  is  the  Sabbath  evening.  Of  course,  I  am 
glad  when  nine  or  ten  of  the  boys  appear  at  our  place  of  worship  at  5  o'clock, 
but  then  what  are  they  to  do  all  evening  ?  They  wander  about  together,  and 
jast  on  Sabbath  temptation  meets  them  at  every  comer.  Every  tavern  an- 
nooncea  some  special  treat,  every  dancing-saloon  is  iUaminated,  every  theatre 
offers  some  marvellous  and  scandalous  play,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  during  the 
week.  The  parents  of  many  of  my  boys  would  be  far  better  pleased  to  hear 
their  son  had  been  spending  his  evening  in  some  such  place  than  at  a  Bible- 
class,  which  they  consider  utterly  beneath  a  lad  of  seventeen  or  eighteen  years  of 
age.  Fraying  and  hoping  we  will  go  on,  seeing  at  last  the  wondrous  work  of  the 
iiord." 

PBSTH. 

The  Mission  School  with  ita  hundreds  of  Hebrew  children-  has,  during 
Its  course  of  nearly  forty  jears^  sown  the  seeds  of  Christian  truth  on  the 
minds  of  thousands  of  the  seed  of  Jacob  ;  on  the  conscience  and  the  affec- 
tions of  many  of  these  for  the  time,  and  surely  in  the  hearts  of  some  unto 
life  eternal.  In  the  present  year  Mr.  Koenig  writes  that  a  young  Jew,  the 
son  of  a  merchant  in  Pesth,  has  been  baptized  by  a  pastor  in  Roumania, 
to  whom  ho  stated  that  he  had  received  his  religious  impressions  in  our 
Mfssion  School  at  Pesth.  In  our  present  and  previous  reports  it  is  shown 
that  the  colporteurs  under  our  Mission  frequently  meet  with  Jews,  in 
various  districts,  well  accjuainted  with  the  Now  Testament  and  impressed 
with  its  teaching,  who  under  more  favourable  circumstances  would 
acknowledge  Christ ;  and  our  Mission  Sehools  must  have  reared  a  great 
number  of  Jews  acquainted  with  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  well 
affected  towards  it.  In  the  progress  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  on  earth 
there  is  nothing  more  observable  than  a  slow  preparatory  work  followed 
by  a  rapid  and  triumphant  issue  when  the  Lord's  time  is  fully  come ;  and 
most  of  all  may  we  expect  such  a  process  in  sapping  the  foundations  of 
the  mistaken  faith  o£  Israel  on  which  the  nation  has  rested  so  long  and  so 
confidently. 

From  Pesth,  as  from  our  other  leading  stations,  we  have  the  gratifying 
intelligence  that  there  has  recently  been  an  unusual  number  of  inquiring 
Jews.  Mr.  Moody  writes  that  he  hopes  some  of  these  may  soon  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Church,  and  so  does  Mr.  Koenig ;  and  they  give  accounts 
of  a  number  of  interesting  cases  with  which  they  have  been  dealing. 

In  the  Hungarian  Parliament  the  excitement  against  the  Jews  in 
Germany  has  caused  a  greater  interest  in  the  annual  speech  of  one  of  the 
members  against  the  principles  and  the  encroaching  character  of  the 
Jews,  whose  return  to  their  own  land  he  earnestly  desires.  Meanwhile,  the 
leaders  of  the  Jewish  community  in  Pesth  are  persistently  endeavouring 
to  stop  the  teaching  of  the  Christian  religion  to  Hebrew  children  in  our 
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Mission  Schools,  without  which  they  would  lose  all  their  special  value ; 
and  they  have  given  notice  to  Saperintendent  Torok  that  they  will  bring 
the  subject  before  the  ministry,  and  if  necessary,  before  the  Parliament 
and  the  Emperor.  The  Rabbi  in  his  complaint  referred  to  the  case  of  a 
girl  who  had  been  removed  from  school  on  account  of  her  confession  of 
faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  said  that  the  teachers  '^  had  made  a  perfect 
fanatic  of  her,  such  a  fanatic  that  after  she  had  been  forbidden  to  read  the 
New  Testament,  and  it  had  been  taken  from  her,  she  had  been  discovered 
during  the  night  striking  a  light  to  look  into  it/'  On  the  enrolment  days 
in  our  school  a  paper  of  concurrence  lies  on  the  table  for  the  signature  of 
the  parents ;  and  our  missionaries  have  resolved  to  take  their  stand  on  the 
right  of  parents  to  decide  on  the  religious  instruction  of  their  children. 

Till  recently,  the  language  of  the  school  has  been  mostly  German, 
although  other  languages  were  taught ;  but  the  Oovernment  have  inBisted 
on  Hungarian  not  merely  being  taught  but  being  used  as  the  language  of 
the  school,  and  most  of  the  teachers  have  now  acquired  the  Magyar 
tongue. 

The  Church  is  well  filled  both  in  the  German  services  every  Sabbath, 
and  in  the  monthly  services  in  English  and  French.  During  the  year 
there  have  been  326  communicants. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Alexander  Neumann,  who  had  been  connected  with 
the  Mission  since  the  year  1846,  successively  as  teacher,  colporteur,  and 
evangelist,  is  afifectionately  recorded  by  Mr.  Koenig,  who  says  that  '*  he 
had  numerous  acquaintances  among  high  and  low,  and  many  a  Babbi  and 
teacher  of  the  Law,  and  many  an  opulent  Jewish  merchant,  has  heard  the 
way  of  truth  at  his  lips." 

Mr.  Koe?<iq's  Report. 

'*  In  presenting  the  annnal  Jewish  report  of  this  station,  I  beg  first  of  all  to 
refer  to  the  loss  we  have  sustained  in  the  removal  by  death  of  onr  senior  labonrer 
at  Pesth,  Mr.  Alexander  Neumann.  Mr.  Neumann's  connection  with  our  Mission 
dates  back  to  the  year  1846,  still  fragrant  with  the  memories  of  a  remarkable 
season  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  attending  the  laboors  of  onr 
esteemed  brethren,  Messrs.  Wingate  and  Smith.  Mr.  Kenmann  was  appointed 
successively  teacher,  colporteur,  and  evangelist,  among  the  Jews ;  he  had 
numerous  acquaintances  among  high  and  low,  and  among  learned  Israelites  he 
numbered  intimate  friends.  While  passing  through  the  different  towns  in  his 
missionary  tours,  his  testimony  regarding  the  one  thing  needful  was  clear  and 
uncompromising.  Many  a  Babbi  and  teacher  of  the  law,  and  many  an  opulent 
Jewish  merchant,  has  heard  the  way  of  truth  at  fats  lips.  We  desire  to  make 
loving  mention  of  oar  aged  friend,  who  was  permitted  to  give  evidenoe  to  the 
last  of  his  firm  trust  in  his  Saviour,  and  of  the  sustaining  love  and  grmoe  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  the  hour  of  death. 

"Jfr.  Riedel. 

<*  Finding  it  advisable  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  Jewish  mind  towards 
Christianity  in  Servia,  I  directed  Mr.  Riedel  to  labour  there  on  trial  for  two 
months,  in  the  twofold  capacity  of  Jewish  evangelist  and  ooliiortear  of  tho 
Scottish  National  Bible  Sor*iety. 

"  On  board  the  steamer  to  Belgrad,  Mr.  Riedel  met  with  two  intelligent  Jews 
returning  from  Vienna,  having  consulted  an  eminent  oculist  there.  Mr.  Riedel 
says,  *  I  was  able  to  render  them  trifling  services ;  we  became  friends,  and  were 
soon  discussing  the  Christian  religion.  To  my  joyful  surprise,  I  found  in  the  elder 
Jew  a  brother  in  disguise.     He  had  lived  for  years  at  Oalata  in  Gomtantiiiople, 
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had  attendod  the  Mission  senrioes,  reoeived  instrtiction  from  Dr.  Schanffler  and 
from  Pastor  Eoenig,  and  dates  his  spiritual  life  and  kuowledge  of  the  truth  from 
that  period.  Though  now  residing  among  Jews  at  Ismail,  he  daily  reads  his 
New  Testament,  and  teaches  his  children  according  to  his  own  enlightened  and 
warm  convictions.  When  we  parted,  I  besought  Mr.  S.  no  longer  to  halt  and 
serve  two  masters,  but  manfully  confess  the  Lord  in  whom  he  beUeved.' 

"  It  would  seem  there  is  deep-rooted  malice  and  enmity  prevalent  in  Servia 
against  the  Jews ;  they  hate  and  envy  them  for  their  wealth  and  monopoly  of 
trade.  They  will  ill-treat  and  use  invective  language,  unprovoked,  against  a 
Jew,  simply  because  of  his  nationality.  Nevertheless  the  Jewish  spirit  is  not 
crushed ;  traces  are  everywhere  to  be  found  of  a  feeling  after  and  a  seeking  the 
Lord.  In  one  Servian  town,  there  is  a  poor  Jewish  lad,  taught  in  a  Roman 
Catholic  School,  who  spends  bis  krouzers  on  tracts  instead  of  bread,  and  having 
read  of  the  Lozd  Jesus,  inquires  of  our  colporteur  *  if  he  has  a  large  book  which 
tells  about  Jesus  Christ*  On  being  shown  a  New  Testament,  he  exclaims,  *  Yes  I 
that 's  the  book,  1  have  seen  it  in  our  schooL'  The  book  is  now  his  own,  and 
he  brings  Ave  kreuaers  daily  till  the  full  sum  is  paid,  relating  joyfully  on  each 
occasion  what  he  has  read  about  Jesns. 

"  Another  striking  case  is  that  of  a  Jew  asking  for  Old  Testament  pictures, 
and,  attracted  by  a  passage  read  to  him,  leaves  our  faithful  labourer  enriched 
with  a  New  Testament,  and  resolved  to  be  *  reader*  to  a  circle  of  sincere 
inquirers  among  his  acquaintances  in  that  town.  Betuming  to  his  old  field 
in  Trcuuylvania,  Mr.  Kiedel  met  with  Jews  who,  with  the  sasallest  possible 
amount  of  education,  namely,  reading  and  writing,  manifest  a  desire  for  God's 
word,  and  reverence  it.  I  find  reference  made  also  to  a  poor  Israelite  earnestly 
requesting  Mr.  Biedel  to  interpret  a  dream  of  the  past  night.  There  are  Jewish 
interpreters  of  dreams  who  amass  wealth  by  this  unholy  calling. 

**  Arrived  at  Vdadrhely,  Mr.  Riedel  says,  I  was  glad  to  meet  my  old  friends, 
the  Jewish  artisans,  once  more.  There  are  individual  Jews  in  this  town  who 
have  read  the  New  Testament  lor  years,  and  are  Jews  only  in  name,  but  with 
all  their  knowledge  and  conviction  of  the  truth,  they  hesitate  to  join  the  Christian 
community,  because  that  step  imfdies  absolute  want  with  persecution.  Mr. 
Rieders  journal  notes  cases  of  Polish  Jews  with  a  knowledge  of  the  Kew  Testa- 
ment superior  to  that  of  many  Christians,  and  apparently  with  a  sincere  heart- 
love  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  And  yet,  living  in  a  small  town  and  dependent  in 
trade  on  brother  Jews,  it  was  felt  by  them  impossible  to  face  an  open  declaration 
of  their  views,  unless  prepared  for  the  loss  of  all  things. 

"  The  Committee  are  aware  that  we  have  the  privilege  conceded  to  us,  by  the 
National  Bible  Society  of  Scotland,  of  selling  the  New  Testament  at  half-price 
to  soldiers,  which  naturally  includes  Jewish  soldiers.  Not  unfrequently  we  hear 
of  ])lea8ing  results.  From  Arad  to  Karlsburg,  Mr.  Riedel  had  three  Jewish 
fellow-travellers ;  of  these,  two  were  soldiers,  who  carried  their  New  Testament 
with  them,  and  spoke  with  humble  trust  of  ffim  through  whom  they  had 
received  the  forgiveness  of  sin.  These  rare  and  delightful  utterances  were  rudely 
intemipted  by  the  scoffs  and  jeers  of  the  third  Jew.  *  What  need  have  men  in 
our  days  (said  he)  of  Moses,  or  Christ,  or  of  Messiah  ?  The  Emperor  Franz 
Joseph  is  our  Messiah,  to  him  we  look  for  deliverance  from  cfuel  bondage.'  The 
soldiers  now  threw  aside  all  restraint,  and  with  admirable  tact  took  up  the 
argument,  gaining  every  point,  and  corajdetely  silencing  the  adversary.  Mr. 
Riedel  addressed  a  few  words  of  kindly  warning,  and  offered  him  a  New  Testa- 
ment to  commemorate  the  eventful  afternoon.  The  Jewish  commercial  traveller 
gratefully  accepted  the  book,  promising  a  careful  perusal,  and  requested  Mr. 
Riedel  to  inscribe  his  name. 

«  Mr.  Mestitz, 

"  Mr.  Mestita  has  now  terminated  the  second  year  of  his  engagement  with  the 
Committee.  He  has  grown  in  humility  and  self-knowledge,  and  his  usefulness 
has  in  consequence  increased.  I  meet  with  him  every  Moo  day -for  consultation, 
and  see  him  occasionally  during  the  week,  and  my  conscientious  opinion  is,  that 
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he  is  a  zealous  worker,  seeking  Israel's  good  and  speaking  tbe  traih  in  love. 
The  great  Jewish  question  of  the  day  agitating  public  opinion  in  Germany,  is  not 
less  eagerly  discussed  in  Hungary.  Whether  in  the  caf^  or  among  the  students, 
or  through  the  press,  this  question  is  all-engrossing.  Hence  Mr.  Mestitz  is  at  no 
loss  for  points  of  contact  or  topics  of  conversation  with  the  Jews.  At  times  he 
enters  my  study  fresh  from  some  scene  of  excitement  in  the  Jewish  Gaf^  to  ask 
and  receive  fuller  information,  and  returns  to  the  battle*field  well  satisfied  that 
he  has  replenished  his  quiver,  and  eager  to  utilize  the  knowledge  gained.  His 
service  of  love  to  our  blind  and  aged  friend  Mr.  Bosenzweig,  is  much  valued. 
Mr.  Mestitz  reads  a  passage  of  Scripture  which  forms  the  subject  of  conversation, 
and  this  with  regularity  daily.  In.  summer  I  have  found  it  useful  that  he  should 
spend  one  or  two  afternoons  weekly  at.  the  Kaiserbad,  a.  hot  mineral  spring  in 
Buda,  largely  visited  by  Jews  from  abroad,  and  w^ere  resident  Jews  also  are 
wont  to  meet  in  great  numbers.  Mr.  Mestitz  has  found  frequent  opportunities 
for  conversation  with  both  Jews  and  Jewesses,  and  has  distributed  his  trac^  in 
considerable  numbers.  The  case  of  a  blind  Jewess  deserves  mention.  Mr. 
Mestitz.  hearing  of  a.  blind  neighbour,,  visited  her^and  found,  in  the  aged  widow 
a  devout  and  believing  Jewess.  In  answer  to  his  question,  she  confessed  she  had 
no  expectations  whatever  of  a  Messiah  yet  to  come^bnt  acknowledged  Israel's 
Saviour  to  be  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  Evidently  she.  must  have  had  intercourse  with 
Jews,  who  had  visited  the  Missionaries,  and  this  affords  a  precious  illustration  of 
the  Word,  of  the  Lord  not  returning  unto  Him  void.  The  aged  Jewess  added, 
*  All  this  has  been  made  known  to  me  by  my  Father  in  heaven.' 

"Referring  to  the  translated  journals  which  I  occasionally  transmit  to  the 
Gommittee,  I  merely  add-  that  in  consequence  of  constant  visits  to  Mr.  Neumann 
during  his  last  illness,  Mr.  Mestitz  became  acquainted  with  the  Jewish  relatives 
with  whom  he  resided,  and  has  since  had  several  religious  discussions  with  Mr. 
Neumann's-  aunt,  upwards  of  eighty  years,  and  with  a  nephew  and  niece,  intelli- 
gent and  educated  people.  The  friendly  welcome  accorded  him  encourages  Mr. 
Mestitz  to  repeat  his  visits  to  that  family.  I  close  this  paragraph  with  a  brief 
quotation  from  Mr.  Mestitz's  jouroaL  After  a  lively  discussion  with^some  Jews 
on<  their  social  standing  Mr.  Mestitz  said,  *  Believe  me,  this  movement  is  a  call 
from  God  to  his  ancient  people  to  awake  and  arouse  them  from  sleep ;  it  is  the 
finger  of  God'  admonishing  them  to  consider  their  ways,  to  bethink  them  of 
their  true  position  towards  Himself  and*  towards  theic  f^ow-men,.  in  view  of 
eternal  realities/ 

"  Jetvith  Inquir&rs,. 

**  We  have  no  additions  to  report  to  the  Mission  Church  by  baptism  during  the 
past  year,  and  yet  we  have  had  much  close,  and  I  trust  profitable  dealing  with 
tlie  Jewish  mindi  I  have  had  inquiries  at  various  stages-  of  knowledge  and 
experience,  and  from  many  lands,  from  Moldavia^ Germany,  Jassy,.and  Constan- 
tinople ;  some  of  these  were  cursory  visitors,  others  making  a  brief  stay,  at  Pesth, 
and  several  were  brought  to  me  by  Mr.  Mestitz.  Of  two  I  had  in  course  of  time 
formed  a  high  opinion,  and  would  glJEtdly  have  welcomed  them  as  members  of  the 
Church,  but  circunq^tances  seemed  to  point  to  a. severing  of  our  connection,  and 
with  sincere  regret  we  bade  them  farewell,  and  God  speed  on.  their  way. 
One  Talmud ic  student  surprised  me  with  a  rare  amount  of  intellectual  apprehen- 
sion of  the  truth.  That  young  man  knew  the  New  Testaunent  by  heart,  and  had 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  its  teachings  and  doctrine,  but  his  heart  was 
unmoved,  nor  could  I  convince  myself  of  his  sincerity.  Wholly  different  was  the 
case  with  Mr.  Riedel,  with  whom  it  was  my  great  jpy  to  meet  frequently  and 
regularly  for  upwards  of  two  months,  and  whom  I  consider  to  be  *  an  Israelite 
indeed.'  Dnder  great  difficulties  he  earned  a  scanty  livelihood,  and  came  to  me  at 
night  after  work.  It  was  absolutely  refreshing  to  witness  how  he  drank  in  the 
instruction  given,  and  how  his>eyes  would  beam  with  joy  as  anew  truth  dawned 
upon  him4  and  one  difficulty  after  another  vanished.  He  was  a  native  of  Jaasy, 
had  walked  t4>>  Pesth,  and  tiirough  fear  of  his  bigoted  father  he  suddenly  left  us 
for.  the  proselytes'  home  in  London.    He  requested  baptism,  but  I  felt  our 
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acqnaintaDce  had  been  too  brief,  nor  was  he  fnlly  ripe  for  that  solemn  steiK  He 
was  deeply  affected  on  taking  leave,  and  I  felt  it  moat  trying  to  part  I  have  no 
doubt,  if  life  and  health  are  granted,  we  shall  yet  have  cheering  news  of  Mr. 
Biedel. 

"Dnriog  summer  we  had  one  of  the  Constantinople  Jewish  converts  residing 
ftmong  ns  for  a  season  ;  hejis  meanwhile  settled  in  Prague.  From  Pastor  Bindseil 
of  Turn  Severin  in  Roumania,  I  had  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  baptism  of  a 
young  Jew,  C.  S.,  son  of  a  Jewish  merchant  at  Pesth.  He  states  that  he  had 
received  his  religious  impressions  at  Pesth,  where  he  attended  the  Free  Church 
Mission  School.  Imj>re88ive  and  gladdening  are  such  tokens,  bringing  home  the 
word  with  living  power,  '  Cast  thy  bread  upon  the  waters,  for  thou  shalt  find  it 
after  many  days.* 

**  This  excellent  Institittion  has  exercised  its  beneficial  influence  in  our  city  for 
the  term  of  fifteen  years.  At  no  period  of  its  existence  has  it  proved  of  more 
special  value  to  our  Mission  than  during  this  winter.  Mr.  Moody  has  duly 
reported  on  the  severe  trial  of  sickness  in  our  circle  since  the  beginning  of 
January.  Since  then  up  to  the  "present  darte,  no  fewer  than  nine  connected  with 
the  Mission  School  and  three  of  the  congregation  have  found  shelter  in  time  of 
sorest  need  in  the  *  Bethesda.*  Our  faithful  and  devoted  deaconesses  have  cheer- 
fully given  their  valuable  services  both  night  and  day,  nursing  our  sufferers  with 
the  utmost  tenderness,  skill,  and  affection,  laying  ns  thereby  under  great  obliga- 
tions. The  epidemic  was  small-pox  of  the  severeet  type,  and  we  feel  that  it  was 
owing  to  Bethesda  proving  as  a  city  of  refuge  to  our  smitten  ones,  that  the  work 
in  the  Mission  School  suffered  no  interruption.  Wo  rseord  with  deep  thanklul- 
ness  the  signal  goodness  of  Qod  to  us,  and  to  the  members  of  the  Mission,  in  that 
all  have  been  restored  to  perfect  health,  nor -have  our  numbers  been  diminished. 

"  Mr.  Moody  and  I  take  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  at  Bethesda  in  turn,  where 
we  generally  find  a  fuH  meeting  and  an  attentive  audience. 

"ZV.  Lijjpner, 

"  During  several  months  of  tTie  year  past  we  have  been  deprived  of  T>r.  Lippner*s 
services,  owing  to  'his  failing  health.  After  a  period  of  great  debility  and  suffer- 
ing, we  were  happy  to  welcome  him  back  to  our  staff  of  diligent  labourers  in  the 
Lord's  work  here.  Dr.  Lippner  adheres  to  his  former  practice  of  paying  exclusively 
Jewish  visits,  after  six  o'clocfk  in  the  evenings,  to  such  families  as  are  friendly, 
and  who  receive  him  as  a  missionary  ;  he  has  the  conviction  that  he  is  welcome, 
and  that  his  message  is  appreciated,  because  of  the  unfailing  and  warm  invitations 
tendered,  '  to  repeat  his  visit  soon  for  another  talk.'  His  daily  duties  are  dis- 
tributed as  follows : — from  eight  o'clock  toiialf-past  nine  a.m.  is  given  to  visita- 
tion of  the  sick,  after  which  the  Hospital  Bethesda  claims  his  attention  till-eleven 
o'clock,  and  patients  in  the  «ity  until  one  o'clock.  In  the  afternoons,  at  his  own 
dwelling,  he  receives  poor  Jews,  and  gives  advice  and  medicine  gratis  till  three 
o'clock  ;  and  the  time  after  four  to  six  p.m.  is  given  to  extraordinary 'Oalls,  either 
among  Jews  or  other  denominations. 

"  Under  the  above-mentioned  eiicnmstanoes  Dr.  Lippner's  statistics  naturally 
fall  considerably  short  of  former  years.  I  find  the  numbers  stated  as  follows : — 
42  Jewish  patients,  and  198  visits  ;  61  Roman  Catholic  patients,  and  214  visits ; 
21  Protestant  patients,  and  98  visits ;  in  all  510  visits. 

"  During  the  months  of  January  and  February  of  the  current  year,  Dr.  Lippner 
has  prosecuted  his  work  with  the  vigour<of  restored  health,  and  gives  the  follow- 
ing  data: — January,  16  Jewish  patients,  and  51  visits  ;  21  Catholic  patieots,  and 
68  visits ;  6  Protestant  patients,  and  25  visits.  February,  1 8  Jewish  patients, 
and  49  visits  ;  23  Roman  Catholic  patients,  and  72  visits ;  8  Protestant  patients, 
and  31  visits. 
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'*  Daring  these  months  thirteen  Jews  applied  for  medical  advice  at  Dr.  Lippaer^s 
private  dwelling ;  he  gives  details  with  regard  to  religions  oonversationa,  and 
mentions  his  having  distributed  tracts  on  the  Jewish  controversy,  as  opportanity 
was  afforded. 

''  The  Churck 

**It  is  gratifying  to  report  progress  and  prosperity  in  all  the  branches  of  our 
congregational  work.  With  great  pleasure  we  note  the  very  satisfying  attend* 
ance  at  the  public  sermons  of  the  house  of  God.  Whether  the  gospel  message 
be  proclaimed  in  German,  English,  or  the  French  language,  the  church  is  well 
filled,  showing  the  need  felt  by  these  various  nationalities  to  hear  the  Word  of 
God  preached  in  their  own  tongue,  and  the  value  attached  to  it.  The  English 
and  French  services  are  held  once  monthly.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  heavy  debt 
on  the  church  remains  undiminished,  our  efforts  having  been  necessarily  directed 
to  paying  the  interest  due. 

*'  A  monthly  missionary  meeting  is  statedly  held  by  Mr.  Moody  and  myself 
alternately,  and  a  collection  made  in  behalf  of  the  heathen  mission.  The  for^ 
nightly  Dorcas  Society  is  maintained  and  numerously  attended  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Mission  and  of  the  congregation.  A  considerable  number  of  destitute  poor 
receive  clothing  at  Christmas,  and  are  otherwise  helped  from  the  funds  of  the 
ladies*  society  during  the  year.  The  staff  of  Sabbath-school  teachers  nombers 
twelve,  with  an  average  attendance  of  150  scholars. 

**  The  week  of  prayer  was  duly  observed,  Mr.  Moody  and  myself  conducting  the 
meetings  alternately.  We  were  cheered  by  the  encouraging  and  increased  attend- 
ance, as  also  by  the  devont  spirit  which  prevailed. 

"  We  had  326  communicants  during  the  past  year,  17  baptisms,  6  a^iwiM^nipf^ 
2  marriages,  19  deaths,  and  2  aecessions  from  the  Romish  Chnrch. 

'*  Co-apenUion  wUh  Chriiiian  Societies, 

**  1.  The  London  Seligiotu  Tract  Society  sustain  their  work  of  translation  and 
publication  with  great  liberality,  whereby  our  catalogue  of  religious  literature 
has  been  augmented  considerably. 

*'  We  have  a  dep(^t  well  stocked  with  books  and  tracts  in  seven  of  the  languages 
spoken  in  Hungary.  During  the  last  year  we  have  added  the  Croatian  language. 
From  our  dep6t  in  Pesth  thirty-six  smaller  depositories  in  different  parts  of  the 
country  are  supplied,  mimsters  friendly  to  the  cause  charging  themselves  with 
the  sales. 

*'  The  total  number  of  copies  printed  in  Pesth  was  152,000.  Our  sales  have 
been  as  follows: — Tracts,  29,671  copies.  Books,  26,909  copies.  Total,  56,580 
copies,  for  which  the  sum  of  FL  2735,  39  kr.  has  been  realised. 

**  Our  colporteurs  report  as  formerly,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  this 
Christian  literature  is  purchased  by  Jews. 


'*  2.  The  National  Bible  Society  (f  Scotland  supports  twel^  oolporteus, 
labours  I  superintend. 

"  They  have  sold  Scriptures  in  ftoetifjMtx  languages. 

'*  The  total  number  of  copies,  Bibles,  Mew  Testaments,  and  Parts,  is  5066,  for 
which  Fl.  2491  have  been  realised. 

*'  The  total  number  of  Scriptures y  booke,  and  tracts  digpoeed  <2f  through  tbo  agency 
of  our  Mission  therefore  is  61,640  copies  for  Fr.  5227,  nearly  jC500. 

"  3.  The  Children's  Special  Service  Mission  has  published  in  Pesth  eigh^  of  their 
children's  papers  in  Hungarian,  and  eight  in  Slavonian,  both  tastefully  illustrated. 
The  columns  have  been  stereotyped,  and  16,000  copies  printed. 

*'  4.  The  London  Sunday-school  Union  has  continued  to  aid  onr  Sunday-aebool 
work.  We  continue  with  them  in  dose  and  constant  correspondenoe.  The 
AmeHaan  Sunday-school  Union  have  suj^ed  the  means  for  printing  1000  copies 
of  Christie's  Old  Organ  in  Hungarian,  and  propose  to  chai|;B  themaelvea  ~*"*^ 
the  cost  of  a  Hungarian  Sunday-school  paper." 
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Mb.  Moody's  Rispobt. 

'*  We  have  had  recently  an  unusual  number  of  inquiring  Jews,  and  hope  that 
some  of  them  may  be  received  soon  into  the  Church. 

**  1.  The  first  one  to  whom  I  shall  refer  is  Moses  B.,  a  fugitive  from  Russia,  a 
poor  wanderer — according  to  his  own  description  of  himself,  a  wandering  lost 
sheep.  I  trust  he  has  heard  the  call  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  I  saw  him  more 
than  a  year  ago  on  the  street  in  rather  a  pitiable  condition,  with  a  bundle  of 
papers  and  cheap  books  under  his  arm.  On  speaking  to  him  I  found  that  he 
was  endeavouring  to  earn  a  livelihood  by  the  sale  of  illustrated  publications  of 
various  kinds.  He  came  to  see  me  repeatedly  after  that,  and  attended  church. 
It  appeared  that  when  in  Odessa  some  time  ago  he  had  received  a  copy  of  the 
New  Testament  from  Dr.  Ben  Lion,  that  he  had  been  reading  it  diligently,  and 
was  now  really  anxious  to  be  instructed.  I  was  interested  in  him,  and  conversed 
with  him  frequently  as  I  had  opportunity,  but  at  length  he  had  to  leave  the 
city,  not  being  able  to  maintain  himself.  He  bad  attached  himself  to  a  travelling 
watchmaker,  and  started  for  the  country  with  him.  A  considerable  time  elapsed 
during  which  we  heard  nothing  of  him  ;  he  seemed  quite  to  have  disappeared. 
Some  months  ago,  however,  he  turned  up  again,  and  he  has  been  coming  to  me 
regularly  three  times  a  week  for  instruction.  I  think  that  his  heart  has  been 
touched  and  opened  to  receive  the  truth.  As  we  were  anxious  to  know  more  of 
his  previous  history  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Ben  lion  about  him,  but  as  he  had  only  seen 
him  in  passing  he  could  not  remember  him.  '  I  can  only  say,'  he  replied,  '  use 
your  judgment  with  the  inquirer ;  if  you  find  him  punctual,  doing  whatever  you 
say  willingly,  without  excuses,  and  showing  a  hearty  interest  in  the  gospel,  then 
I  would  not  doubt  his  sincerity.'  I  wrote  also  to  Pastor  Faltin,  of  Kischined, 
with  reference  to  the  case.  He  advises  us  to  be  cautious  in  dealing  with,  and 
taking  up  such  fugitives.  We  recognise  the  need  of  care,  but  at  the  same  time 
are  encouraged  when  we  remember  that  some  of  the  best  converts  of  the  Con* 
stantinople  Mission  have  been  fugitives  from  Kussia. 

**  2.  I  have  been  much  interested  in  another  young  man,  C.  A.  D.  He  is  a 
student,  a  native  of  Pressburg,  and  came  recently  from  Breslau,  where  he  had 
studied  a  year  under  Gri&tz  in  the  Jewish  Theological  Seminary.  He  addressed 
a  letter  to  me  about  three  months  ago,  in  which  he  expressed  his  desire  to  be 
received  into  our  Church,  and  asked  me  to  appoint  a  time  when  I  would  see 
him.  Day  and  hour  were  fixed,  and  he  appeared.  I  was  struck  with  his  appear- 
ance as  he  entered — a  little  man  with  a  large  head,  intelligence  stamped  on  the 
forehead,  the  eyes  gleaming  with  the  eagerness  of  an  active  but  restless  mind, 
and  as  he  seated  himself  at  the  table  opposite  me,  and  I  saw  while  conversing 
with  him  little  more  than  his  head,  I  could  not  help  thinking  :  Who  knows  what 
future  may  be  before  that  little  man  ?  I  found  that  his  mind  was  much  exercised 
about  religious  questions,  but  that  he  was  not  yet  a  humble  searcher  after  truth, 
bat  dispoMd  to  exalt  his  reason  above  everything,  and  have  all  points  settled 
before  the  tribunal  of  his  own  reason.  I  gave  him  a  book  which  I  thought 
would  suit  him,  a  volume  of  lectures  on  the  evidences  of  Christianity  delivered 
•ome  years  ago  in  Basle,  and  fixed  a  time  for  his  next  visit.  A  day.  or  two 
afterwards,  however,  he  left  the  book  with  the  janitor  of  our  schoolhouse,  with 
a  letter  for  me,  in  which  he  gave  expression  to  his  deep  disappointment ;  he  had 
found,  he  said,  in  the  lectures  enthusiasm  but  not  logic,  fanaticism  but  not  con- 
vincing argument.  The  letter  was  not  couched  in  becoming  terms,  but  its 
closing  sentence,  '  I  shall  now  go  my  own  way  in  search  of  the  truth,'  gave  me 
hope  as  indicating  that  he  was  not  at  rest.  Weeks  passed,  and  I  heard  nothing 
of  him,  but  after  a  month  had  elapsed  I  saw  one  day,  while  I  was  preaching 
£nglish,  a  little  man  sitting  at  the  back  of  the  church,  and  looking  eagerly  at 
me,  and  as  I  looked  my  eyes  were  met  by  the  sharp  bright  eyes  of  the  little 
Jew.  Soon  after  that  he  addressed  another  letter  to  me,  in  which  he  begged  me 
to  panlon  him  for  expressing  so  hastily  an  unfavourable  opinion  about  the  book 
I  had  lent  him,  and  asked  me  to  fix  another  time  when  he  might  come  to  see 
m«^     I  did  80.     He  came  as  arranged,  and  I  found  him  willing  to  hear  and  be 
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inatmcted.  I  bad  a  lengthened  conversation  and  Bible-reading  with  him,  and 
endeavo\ired  to  address  tbe  -word  to  bis  conscience  and  heart.  He  has  since 
been  nnwell,  but  I  think  that  he  is  occupied  in  his  own  lodging  with  ihe  Jbooka 
and  tracts  I  have  given  'hiuL 

"  3.  While  on  the  Schwabenberg  in  the  summer  of  1878, 1  met  with  a  young 
Jew,  M.  H.,  who  was  tutor  in  a  Jewish  family  beside  us.  1  saw  him  frequently, 
as  the  summer  apartments  we  had  were  in  one  house.  1  was  surprised  to  receive 
a  letter  from  him  recently  from  Brod  on  the  Save.  'He  wrote  that  be  was 
about  to  marry  a  Christian,  and  that  he  was  anxious  to  be  received  Mmseff  into 
our  Church.  He  said  that  he  felt  more  drawn  to  our  tDhurdh  than  to  any  other, 
and  that  it  was  his  wish  to  come  to  Pesth  to  be  baptized.  I  sent  him'bodks  for 
instruction — ^besides  the  New  Testament,  Dr.  Sapbir's  Christ  and  the  Scriptures, 
The  Heidelberg  Catechisniy  and  another  catechism  of  Christian  doctrine,  and  had 
occasion,  in  the  course  of  further  correspondence,  to  mention  that  when  be  came 
to  us  for  baptism  he  wotdd  be  examined  as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment in  its  relation  to  the  Old,  and  his  acquaintance  generally  with  the  doctrines 
of  Christianity.  It  is  possible  that  the  idea  of  an  examination  may  nudce  him 
hesitate  about  coming  to  us,  especially  from  so  great  a  distance. 

"  4.  Captain  K.,  a  Hungarian  Jew,  was  baptized  in  London  many  years  ago,  and 
afterwards  returned  with  his  wife  and  family  to  this  country.  They  were  liere 
two  years  ago  for  some  time,  and  attended  our  services  and  meetings  regillarly. 
Mrs.  K.,  who  had  been  a  Roman  Cathofic,  joined  our  congregation.  They  re- 
moved afterwards  to  Nagy  Kikinda,  where  they  have  a  daughter.  That  daughter 
is  married  to  a  Jew.  The  circumstances  were  saddening,  and  caused  much  grief 
to  the  parents,  but  the  son-in-law  is  now  very  anxious  to  become  a  Chnstian. 
I  have  been  in  correspondence  with  him  for  some  time,  and  have  provided  him 
with  suitable  books.  He  is  a  young  man  of  intelligence  and  of  some  eametttnesa 
of  purpose. 

**  5.  One  of  our  horddrs^  or  street  porters,  applied  for  baptism  Bome  weeks  ago. 
He  said  that  it  was  his  desire  to  be  received  into  our  Church,  and  that  he  wished 
thereafter  to  be  married  as  soon  as  arrangements  could  be  made.  I  had  an 
o|)portuDity  of  speaking  to  him  earnestly  about  the  one  thing  needfuL  The 
blunt  honest  way  in  which  he  expressed  his  mind  was  rather  pleasing,  but  I 
think  he  was  not  quite  prepared  to  be  dealt  with  seriously,  and  he  seema  after 
all  to  'be  hesitating,  l^iere  are  various  things  whidh  perhaps  hold  him  back. 
He  stands  at  a  comer  near  our  house,  and  I  saw  him  make  his  escape  the  other 
day  when  he  observed  that  I  was  coming. 

<*  6.  Chaim  Stern  has  nearly  completed  his  three  years' term  of  military  serviee 
at  Krakan.  He  is  now  corporal.  He  writes  to  me  frequently,  and  his  letters 
recently  have  been  most  encouraging.  In  a  letter  written  a  few  days  ago  he  says 
that  his  mother  has  been  writing  to  him  warning  and  'beseeching  him  not  to 
renounce  his  religion, but  thatbe  is  resolved  now  to  take  fhe  step,  and  is  about  to 
proceed  to  his  native  place  Lezaysk  in  order  to  secure  the  necessary  documents* 
and  he  closes  with  the  words,  *  I  long  for  the  day  when  my 'brothers  also  shall 
be  led  to  see  and  acknowledge  the  truth.' 

•*  A  Jewish  lady,  Mrs.  P.,  whobas  been  withber  husband  for  some  years  in 
America,  returned  recently  on  a  visit  to  this  city,  bringing  two  dau^ters  with 
her.  She  called  for  us  with  the  request  that  ber  daughters  might  be  received 
into  our  school  for  the  period  of  their  sojourn  here,  and  it  appeared  that  the 
family  had  had  some  connection  with  our  school  in  did  times.  We  were  Tery 
glad  to  receive  tbe  girls,  and  as  tbe  mother  w^as  anxious  that  they  abould  not 
forget  their  English,  we  recommended  them  to  take  an  English  lady  whom  we 
named,  for  private  lessons.  After  that  lady  had  begun  to  frequent  the  house  she 
brought  us  one  day  the  interesting  information  that  Mrs.  P.  had  just  bad  a  letter 
from  her  son  in  America,  a  boy  of  sixteen,  in  which  he  wrote,  *  7  have  found  my 
Saviour.^  It  appears  that  he  had  been  sent  to  a  farm  somewhere,  where  be  met 
with  earnest  Christians,  that  he  had  been  led  there  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
and  hail  been  baptized.  Oh  that  the  other  members  of  the  family  might  be 
enlightened  ! 

**  Keference  was  made  in  the  Report  of  the  Paisley  Ladies'  Society,  reoently 
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pablished,  to  the  oate  of  %  Jewish  girl  who  was  remored  from  onr  sehool  becauee 
of  her  confession  of  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus.     The  case  hns  excited  the  Jews  verv 

• 

much.  Articles  written  with  much  bitterness^  attacking  our  school  as  a  '  Con- 
verting Institation/  have  been  pablished  in  one  of  the  daily  papery  and  I  regret > 
to  say  that  the  leaders  of  the  commnnity  have  resolved  to  petition  the  Ministry 
gainst  U8|  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  obtaining  if  they  can  an  order  to  restrain 
IS  from  giving  Christian  instruction  to  Jewish  children.  Dr.  Kohn  called  for 
dnperintendeut  Torok  to  give  him  due  notice  of  their  intention,  and  alluded 
specially  to  the  case  of  the  girl  above  referred  to,  saying  that  we  had  made  a 
perfect  fanatic  of  her — snch  a  fanatic,  he  said,  that  after  she  had  been  forbidden 
to  read  the  New  Testament,  and  it  had  been  taken  from  her,  she  had  been 
diseovered  during  the  night  striking  a  UgfU  t'>  look  into  it.  Dr.  K.  said  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  those  entrusted  with  the  management  of  congregational  affairs 
to  present  their  petition  to  the  Ministry,  that,  if  that  failed,  they  would  have 
the  question  of  the  infringement  of  their  rights  in  the  matter  of  the  education 
of  their  children  brought  before  Parliament,  and  would  thereafter,  if  necessary, 
send  a  deputation  to  His  Majesty.  Mr.  Koenig  and  I  have  had  conference  with 
Superintendent  Torok  as  to  what  is  to  be  done.  We  have  resolved  to  take  our 
stand  on  the  ground  that  it  is  a  just  and  right  princiide  that  the  parenta  ifhould 
decide  bh  to  the  religious  instruction  to  be  given  to  their  children.  In  the  case 
of  our  school  on  enrolment  days,  a  paper  of  concurrence  lies  on  the  table  for  the 
signatures  of  the  parents.  It  is  true  that  in  certain  circumstances  the  law  does 
take  the  settlement  of  the  reUginus  question  out  of  the  hands  of  t)ie  parents,  for 
in  the  case  of  mixed  marriages  the  boy  follows  the  religion  of  the  father,  the  girl 
that  of  the  mother  ;  but  notwithstanding  this  jiarents  have  been  allowed  hitherto 
considerable  liberty,  and  it  is  ]>ossible  that  the  discussion  of  the  general  question, 
to  which  the  Jewish  agitation  against  us  will  now  give  rise,  may  lead  to  an 
enlargement  of  the  liberties  of  parents  rather  than  to  their  being  curtailed. 

"  The  Jewish  question  has  just  been  before  Parliament  here.  Mr.  Istoczy  made 
his  annnal  speech  on  the  subject  on  the  3d  of  March.  It  was  listened  to  with 
more  than  usual  interest,  as  the  Jewish  question,  since  it  was  stirred  in  Germany, 
h»s  been  engrossing  public  attention  everywhere.  Mr.  Istocsy  argues  that  the 
Jews  living  in  the  midst  of  us  endanger,  by  their  principles  and  methods  of 
action,  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  desires  to  see  them  take  their  flight 
to  Palestine.  The  study  of  the  Jewish  questiim,  in  the  phases  in  which  it  has 
presented  itself  recently  in  Berlin,  is  most  interesting.  AH  intolerance  and 
every  form  of  persecution  is  to  be  condemned,  but  there  is  undoubtedly  a  certain 
reaction  against  Jewish  principlet  which  is  most  Christian.  One  can  only  say : 
Wonld  that  Christianity  asserted  itself  over  against  the  Jews  in  its  real 
power  I  Would  they  not  be  vanquished  if  it  did  ?  Our  services  and  meetings 
have  been  well  attended  during  the  year.  On  special  occasions  the  church  has 
l>een  crowded.  The  two  German  8er>'ices  are  held  regularly  every  Sabbath  at 
ten  o'clock  and  at  six.  Mestitz  does  what  he  can  to  bring  Jews  to  hear  the 
word.  Tiie  evening  meeting  is  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  the  month  a  missionary 
one.  Tiilings  jire  communicated  regarding  the  progress  of  the  Lord's  work  in 
heathen  lands  and  among  the  Jews,  and  there  is  a  collection  for  a  missionary 
object.  The  Boglish  service  is  held  at  intervals.  We  ha\%  now  a  good  hour  of 
meeting — half^past  eleven — and  the  attendance  is,  as  a  rule,  larger  than  at  any 
time  previously.  It  encouraged  us  that  onr  Ambassador,  Sir  Henry  £lliot| 
when  here  again  last  November  during  the  sittings  of  the  Delegations,  attended. 
He  was  accompanied  on  the  occasion  by  two  Secretaries  of  the  Kmbassy.  The 
service  is  well  advertised,  and  attracts  many  strangers.  Jews  and  Jewesses  come 
sometimes  in  considerable  number.  The  French  service  is  conducted  at  intervals 
by  Pastor  Selli  of  Vienna.  The  hour  of  meeting  is  four  o'clock.  It  is  well  attended 
also.     The  numlier  of  French  and  Swiss  Governesses  in  the  city  is  very  large. 

'*  Our  proiH)8al  to  found  a  Governesses'  Home  here,  referred  to  in  the  Jiecord 
some  months  ago,  is  ai  yet  only  a  proposal,  but  we  trust  it  may  some  day  be 
carried  into  effect.  The  heavy  debt  on  onr  Church  made  us  hesitate  about 
undertaking  in  the  meantime  the  responsibility  ourseh-ea,  and  it  was  our  idea,  in 
making  our  wants  and  desires  in  the  matter  known,  that  perhaps  a  Christian 
9  B 
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lady,  with  means  at  her  disposal,  might  be  found  ready  to  undertake  the  work. 
A  short  notice  regarding  the  proposal  was  inserted  by  Miss  Beamish  in  the 
Christian,  also  a  letter  in  Word  and  Work,  and  we  had  letters  of  inquiry  and 
offers  from  several  ladies  in  response,  but  none  of  the  offers  was  exactly  such  as 
we  wanted,  and  so  we  are  still  waiting.  The  first  contribution  for  the  Home— 
£5  from  Rev.  Dr.  Craig— is  lodged  in  the  Savings  Bank.  Another  contribution 
of  £5  is  promised  by  Lady  Sebright.  There  is,  I  may  mention,  a  succ^fnl 
Qovemesses'   Home  in    Vienna    established  and  conducted    by  Mademoiselle 

Blairville. 

"  We  should  like  to  have  a  Home  also  for  poor  Jews.  The  need  of  such  a 
place  of  refuge  and  shelter  for  inquirers  is  sometimes  urgent.  There  might  be 
united  with  it  perhaps  a  House  of  Rest  for  aged  prosdy^.  Mr.  Neumann,  one 
of  the  oldest  of  our  prosel3'tes  and  mission  agents,  passed  away  on  the  morping 
of  Sabbath  the  20th  of  February.  He  died  in  the  house  of  his  Jewish  relatives. 
He  ha«l  been  feeble  for  some  time,  and  thought  that  he  was  near  the  end  of  his 
earthly  pilgrimage.  When  I  asked  him,  on  his  return  from  a  colportage  journey 
last  year,  how  long  he  thought  of  staying  with  us  in  the  city,  he  replied :  •  As 
long  as  Ilive.'  Now  he  has  been  called  away.  He  was  74  years  of  age.  Mr. 
Rosenzweig,  the  blind  proselyte,  who  is  still  alive,  is  ten  years  older.  He  said 
to  Mr.  Neumann  last  year,  as  he  was  starting  on  a  journey :  *  You  will  coma 
back  to  my  funeral,  if  you  hear  that  I  am  gone  ;*  but  he  is  himself  the  survivor. 
Mrs.  Rosenzweig  is  also  still  spared  along  with  her  husband.  They  have  been 
in  inucli  difficulty  and  distress  in  consequence  of  reverses  sustained  by  their  son, 
who  bad  given  them  a  room  in  his  bouse.  We  wish  we  could  provide  them  with 
a  quiet  comfortable  home  in  their  old  age. 

**  The  Week  of  Prayer  with  which  we  commenced  1881  was,  as  in  former  years, 
a  most  interesting  and  refreshing  season.     The  meetings  were  held  in  the  hall  of 
the  school  building,  which  was  well  filled.     The  Week  gives  a  fresh  impulse  to 
our  work,  and  many  were  looking  forward  with  interest  to  the  resuming  of  the 
Thurdday  evening  evangelistic  meetings,  but  a  providential  arrest  was  laid  upon 
us  as  small-pox  broke  out  in  the  school  building.     The  visitation  has  been  moct 
trying.     Five  of  Mr.  Rau's  children  have  had  small-pox,  Mr.  Buss's  two  children, 
one  of  the  Janitor's  sons,  etc.,  and  a  number  of  the  scholars.     We  had  to  report 
to  the  inspecting  physician  appointed  by  the  city  authorities,  and  the  result  was 
that  Messrs.  Rau  and  Buss  were  prevented  teaching  for  a  time,  and  their  classes 
partially  closed.     The  worst  seems  now  to  be  over,  and  we  are  most  thankful 
The  Sabbath -school  was  closed  for  several  weeks,  but  it  was  opened  again  on 
the  27th  of  February.     The  Friday  afternoon  preparatory  meetings  hare  also 
been  resumed.     The  attendance  of  Jewish  children  at  the  Sabbath-school  hss 
always  been  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  encouraging  features  of  the  work. 
The  Jews  are  now,  however,  making  greater  efforts  than  ever  before  to  prevent 
the  children  from  coming.    On  the  Saturday  after  the  classes  had  been  re-opened, 
both  Rabbis,  Dr.  Kaiserling  and  Dr.  Kohn,  appeared  among  the  chUdren  who 
were  assembled  for  Hebrew  instruction  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  temple-buildiag, 
and  prohibited  their  attendance  at  our  Sabbath -school.     It  appears  that  on  the 
same  occasion  some  chadren  were  got  to  write  down  Christian  prayers  which 
they  had  been  taughC     These  are  evidently  now  to  be  used  against  us.     With 
reference  to  the  Sabbath-school  work  in  general,  the  Secretary  Mr.  Victor,  sen., 
reports — *Our  Sunday-school  in  Budapest  was  well  attended  during  the  year. 
Nearly  200  children  assembled  on  the  morning  of  the  Lord's  Day,  and  were  Uught 
by  six  male  and  five  female  teachers.     About  30  of  these  children,  those  namely 
who  could  not  rear!,  received  instruction  in  a  separate  room.    One  of  the  teachers, 
a  younjr  man  who  laboured  faithfully  whUe  he  was  with  ns  here,  had  to  leave  the 
city     His  place  is  already  supplied,  however,  and  we  expect  to  have  a  further 
increase  of  our  staff  of  teachers  very  soon.     During  the  summer  our  subject  was 
for  a  number  of  Sabbaths  the  history  of  the  prophet  Elijah,  while  in  winter  the 
lessons  were  from  the  New  Testament,  and  eternal  realities  thus  brought  near 
the  children's  hearts.     At  special  Church  seasons  those  great  facts  of  redemption 
which  were  the  occasion  of  the  special  services  of  the  sanctuary  formed  the  baais 
of  our  lessons  in   the  Sunday-schooL      We  had  a  Sunday-school  Chrivtnss 
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Festival  this  year  also.  By  the  efforts  of  some  of  the  teachers  a  snm  was  raised 
sufficient  to  provide  a  treat  for  the  children,  and  on  the  27  th  of  December  they 
were  fathered  round  the  Christmas-tree.  They  sang  our  sweet  Christmas  bymns, 
and  after  they  had  been  addressed,  and  their  atteution  called  to  the  great  love  of 
God  manifest  in  the  incarnation  of  Jesus  Christ,  they  received  the  gifts  which 
had  been  provided  for  them.'  Mr.  Victor  refers  also  in  his  report  to  the  gratify- 
ing fact,  that  Messrs.  Szalay  and  Kecskem^ti  have  opened  Sunday-schools  in  the 
places  where  they  are  settled,  Gross  Becskerek  and  Pancsova.  Mr.  Szalay  wrote 
to  me  on  the  12kh  of  January  : — *0n  Sunday  I  shall  begin  a  Sabbath-school,  a 
singing  class,  a  Bible  class,  and  Evangelical  meetings  ...  I  have  been  a  month 
here,  and  have  preached  five  times.  I  heard  a  very  good  result.  One  Jew  who 
heard  me  twice  was  to  day  at  our  Curator's,  and  said  that  he  will  pay  unto  us  * 
(he  means  give  a  church  contribution)  'every  year.  Oh  that  God  would  grant 
unto  us  many  Jews  really  converted  I  *  It  is  cheering  that  the  young  men  who 
■tudipd  in  Scotland  are  interesting  themselves  about  the  Jews  in  Hungary. 

**  The  number  of  children  enrolled  for  the  various  classes  of  our  Mission  School 
was  this  year  very  large,  and  the  attendance  has  been  on  the  whole  good.  As  au 
additional  class  was  opened  we  were  able  to  receive  more  children  than  before. 
Mr.  J.  Victor,  our  new  teacher,  gets  on  very  welL  He  had  been  already  tried,  as  we 
had  him  last  year  for  Hungarian.  Reference  has  been  rei»eatedly  made,  in  our 
communications  to  the  Committee,  to  the  pressure  brought  to  bear  upon  us  by  the 
Government  as  regards  the  use  of  the  Hungarian  language.  Messrs.  Bau,  Buse, 
and  Maag  attended  during  the  holidays  a  co»»rse  of  instruction  which  was  pro- 
vided at  Funfkirchen.  They  were  not  exactly  transformed  into  AJagyars,  but 
they  made  good  progress.  With  the  exception  of  Mr.  Maag,  all  the  teachers  now 
instruct  the  children  in  the  language,  without  the  help  of  an  assistant  teacher. 
Mr.  Simon,  a  student  from  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Reformed  Church, 
recommended  by  Superintendent  TUriik,  assists  in  Mr.  Maag's  class  for  an  hoar 
daily. 

"  We  meet  on  Monday  morning  early  (at  7.40)  in  the  hall  of  the  Bchool  buUd- 
ing,  and  have  prayer  before  commencing  the  school  work  of  the  week.  I  give  the 
teachers  at  this  morning  meeting  a  text  for  the  week.  Recently  onr  texts  have 
been  chiefiy  such  as  give  expression  to  the  believer's  hope  in  the  day  of  trouble. 
May  the  Lord  indeed  grant  us  *  great  deliverance/  showing  us  mercy  for  ever* 
more.'* 

CONSTANTINOPLE. 

The  report  from  this  sfation  will  be  read  with  much  interest.  Oar 
indefatigable  missionary,  Mr.  Tomory,  has  throughout  the  year  had  his 
hands  full  of  work,  much  of  it  of  a  most  encouraging  character,  and 
owned  by  the  Lord's  blessing.  He  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the 
tenets  of  a  Jew,  a  Talmudist,  holding  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  whom  ho 
baptized  last  summer.  Somo  months  later  in  the  year  he  baptized  the 
mother  of  one  of  our  teachers,  a  Jewish  widow,  whose  consistent  confession 
of  Christ  has  frWen  him  great  satisfaction.  During  the  year,  also,  a  young 
man  who  had  learned  the  gospel  in  our  School  at  Constantinople  has  been 
baptized  in  Jerasalcm.  The  schools  have  existed  for  more  than  thirtj-six 
years,  and  have  taught  the  truths  of  re^lemption  to  thousands  of  children, 
Fome  of  whom  are  now  confessing  Christ,  and  adorning  the  doctrine  of  the 
Cross.  The  language  of  the  Italian  School  has  now  been  successfully 
changed  into  French,  which  has  taken  the  place  of  Italian  in  this  city  of 
many  tongues.  Mr.  Tomory  has  at  present  five  inquirers,  and  two  of 
these  young  men  are  very  serious.  His  evening  claases  are  sometimes 
too  crowded,  his  weekly  Prayer-meeting  has  often  been  attended  by  50 
Jews  besides  his  own  people,  and  the  Bible  agents  are  doing  most  efficient 
voik. 
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The  I^Icdioal  Mission  undeF  Dr.  Rosenberg  is  by  tlie  Lord's  blessing 
progressing  and  prospering  bejond  our  highest  expectations,  and  promises 
to  be  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  missionarj  work.  From  Oalata  it  ha» 
this  year  been  extended  to  Ballat,  on  the  Golden  Horn,  where  there  have 
Bomei^mes  been  a  hundred  patients,  chiefly.  Spanish  Jews,  seeking  advice. 

Mr.  Tomor7*8  Ebpobt. 

'*  The  past  year  was  just  one  of  constant  work.  It  was  a  time  in,  and  by  which 
the  Lord  iu  His  goodness  gives  us  rich  opportunities  for  doing  His  work,  and  to 
prove  our  faithfulness.  We  had  such  seasons  before,  and  we  felt  then  as  just 
now,  how  inadequate  we  are,  alas,  to  grapple  with  such  blessings,  and  also  that 
after  we  have  done  all  iu  our  power  we  must  feel  and  coufess  that  it  is  not  by 
might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  the  Spirit  that  the  real  work  is  done. 

*'  it  is  a  pleasure  and  a  blessing  when  we  can  scatter  the  seed  beside  all  waters, 
and  more  so  when  among  Israel,  in  the  midst  of  the  apathy  and  the  hostility 
that  prevails  among  thorn,  so  many  individuals  are  stirred  and  aroused  to  hear 
the  truth,  to  listen  to  tlie  claims  of  the  gospel,  and  to  judge  for  themselves. 
But,  alas  !  the  mere  hearers  of  the  gospel  are  not  saved.  Conversion  is  a  work  of 
the  Spirit  wrought  in  the  heart  of  man,  and  only  the  few  that  are  so  moved,  and 
prepared  to  forsake  all  and  embrace  Christ,  can  savingly  be  worked  upoa,  and 
iielped  out  of  the  misery  of  unbelief  and  prejudice  under  which  this  people  hers 
labour  in  an  esjiecial  manuer. 

**  Very  early  in  June,  Margolioth  received  baptism.  He  came  the  year  before 
to  us.  He  was  a  Talmudist,  belonging  to  the  sect  of  the  Hasidim,  who  are  wide- 
spread in  Russia.  Their  tenets  are  ridiculous  doctrines,  mere  hallucinatioQa ; 
the  members  become  victims  of  a  1>lind  submission  to  a  JRabban,  or  chi'/^  whose 
words  or  looks  are  a  law  to  them.  They  indulge  iu  gross  superstitions,  and  are 
in  general  hated  and  detested  by  the  rest  of  the  orthodox  Jews.  They  read  the 
Sohar  and  other  Cabbalistic  books,  and  while  these  tend  to  make  tliem  slaves  to 
superstition  and  ridiculous  practices,  they  teach  them  also  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  couched  there  in  symbolic,  enigmatic  language,  but  the  real  doctrine. 
When  any  of  the  sect  come  in  contact  with  the  gospel,  the  doctrine  of  the 
Trinity,  which  is  generally  a  stumbling-block  to  the  Jews,  and  requires  peculiar 
dealings  to  make  it  clear  and  acceptable  to  the  Jewish  mind,  presents  no  difficulty 
to  them,  but  exercises  rather  a  magic  power  over  th«m.  I  have  seen  some  df 
them  quite  in  ecstasy  on  hearing  some  of  the  Messianic  passages  that  treat  of  the 
divinity  of  Christ  explained  to  them. 

**  This  was  the  case  with  Margolioth.  But  the  gospel  claims  the  whole  inner 
man ;  it  requires  repentance,  faith,  humility,  self-renunciation,  and  self-denial, 
against  which  the  prond  self-righteous  spirit  of  the  Jew  rebels,  and  is  only  by  the 
grace  of  God  subdued  and  brought  to  true  submissiook  Margolioth,  after  he  was 
for  many  months  under  instruction,  left  us  for  Odessa;  there  he  attended 
the  services  of  the  Reformed  pastor,  and  got  acquainted  with  Mr.  dark,  who 
liked  him  very  much.  But  he  got  tired  of  the  Russian  life  and  the  political 
restrictions  there,  and  came  back  to  us.  We  found  him  quite  in  a  subdoed 
spirit,  and  after  due  preparation  he  received  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  He  was 
a  comparative  stranger  here,  but  being  a  Talmudist  his  public  profession  created 
quite  a  stir  among  the  Jews. 

<*  Margolioth  possesses  great  mechanical  skill,  and  was  determiaed  to  beeooae 
an  engineer.  The  winter  before  he  worked  in  an  engineer*8  shop,  but  when  after 
his  baptism  he  was  threatened  by  the  Jews  to  be  handed  over  to  the  Rnasiana, 
and  was  in  real  danger,  he  left  for  Bucharest,  but  finding  no  work  there  he  made 
his  way  to  Prague.  Christian  friends  there  put  him  into  an  iron  factory,  and 
he  felt  quite  happy.  But  his  slender  constitution  is  not  robust  enough  for  sach 
hard  work  ;  he  got  ill,  and  was  advised  to  go  back  to  our  milder  climate.  Where 
he  is  just  now  I  scarcely  know,  but  if  he  shoald  return  he  might  be  usefol 
among  us. 
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'*0a  Sabbaih  the  28th  November,  Mrs.  Cohen  was  baptized — a  Spanish 
Jewish  widow,  nearly  sixty  years  of  age,  a  native  of  Ballat,  on  the  Goklen  Horn, 
«  village  mostly  inhabited  by  Jews.  8be  has  a  remarkable  history.  Four  of  her 
daughters  have  preceded  her,  and  have  been  received  in  the  Church  of  Christ.  The 
oldest  daughter  was  baptized  with  her  husband  and  children  in  Paris,  the  second 
one  in  Brazil,  the  two  youngest  daughters  grew  up  in  our  school  Miss  Esljier  is 
now  for  many  years  a  teacher — first  she  served  in  that  capacity  in  our  German 
school ;  there  her  convictions  were  deepened,  and  she  preached  a  simple  gospel 
to  her  father  on  his  deathbed,  who  died  in  the  faith  of  Clitist  with  nit  having 
received  the  ortlinance  of  baptism.  Miss  Esther  joined  after  the  death  of  her 
father  Miss  £wan  at  Kouskoundjouk,  on  the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Bosporus  ; 
she  is  a  devoted  teacher,  and  possesses  four  or  five  languages  ;  she  is  a  right  hand 
to  Miss  Ewan.  She  received  the  ordinance  of  baptism  four  years  ago.  This 
aroused  the  anger  and  the  hojtility  of  the  mother,  and  to  esca[>e  the  infiuence  of 
the  gospel  she  went  off  to  Alexandria  to  her  son. 

*'  On  her  return  after  a  year's  absence  she  used  strenuous  efforts  to  get  Rosa,  her 
youngest  daughter,  away  from  us.  She  went  often  to  Kouskoundjouk,  pretend- 
ing to  visit  Miss  Ewan,  and  to  see  her  daughters,  bat  in  reality  she  went  there 
with  the  view  to  seek  an  opportunity  of  gaining  over  Rosa  by  false  promises,  and 
remove  her  to  Ballata.  Poor  Rosa  was  often  sorely  tried  ;  but  not  to  expose 
her  any  longer  to  these  repeated  attacks,  we  took  her  to  our  bouse,  and  after- 
wards she  came  to  the  Girls*  Home.  There  she  made  rapid  progress,  and  being 
away  from  the  mother's  influence  the  gospel  was  telling  u^ion  her,  and  she  wad 
prepared  for  baptisnu  The  mother  was  present  when  Rosa  made  her  public  pro- 
fession, and  the  Lord  blessed  to  her  soul  what  she  heard  and  saw  that  day.  14  ot 
long  after  the  old  mother  called,  and  I  felt  not  a  little  surprised  when  she  said 
that  she  had  come  to  put  herself  under  the  wings  of  the  Almighty,  and  asked 
earnestly  to  be  instructed  in  the  way  of  life.  To  save  her  from  persecution  from 
her  friends  and  relatives  at  Ballata,  we  put  her  into  the  Girls'  Home ;  that  place 
was  a  blessing  to  her,  and  she  proved  a  help  to  the  girls  by  making  herself  useful 
in  various  ways.  For  years  she  heard  about  the^truth  ;  the  seed  thus  sown,  and 
lying  so  long  dormant,  sprang  now  up,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  work  of 
grace  has  been  performed  in  her  heart — the  change  is  so  marked,  and  so  evident. 
She  emancipated  herself  entirely  from  all  the  habits  of  the  Oriental  Jewish 
women,  and  became,  indeed,  a  new  creature.  In  November  last  she  was  baptized 
in  the  presence  of  a  numerous  congregation,  some  Christian  friends  coming  from 
a  distance  to  witness  her  good  confession.  And  a  good  confession  it  was.  She 
walks  quietly  before  the  Lorrl,  delights  in  His  word  and  in  the  Christian  ordinances, 
and  makes  herself  useful  in  every  way.  She  is  sixty  years  of  age,  but  very  active 
and  intelligent.  She  has  now  learned  reading  her  Testament  in  her  native 
language,  and  her  delight  in  it  is  inexpressible. 

**  I  have  just  now  five  inquirers  under  instruction.  One  was  nearly  ready  for 
baptism,  but  left  us  for  Jerusalem.  There  is  very  little  business  in  Constantinople, 
and  people  can  scarcely  find  any  kind  of  employment.  They  get  disheartened, 
and  when  the  wandering  instinct  revives  in  them,  they  immediately  set  out  for 
another  place.  Only  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  gospel  can  teach  them,  and 
enable  them  to  settle  down.  Two  of  the  young  men  are  very  serious,  and  one 
may  become  a  very  useful  man.  The  fifth  is  a  tailor,  who  seeks  instruction  with 
a  view  to  baptism  with  his  wife  and  two  children. 

**  Our  evening  class  was  well  attended,  both  during  the  summer  months,  up  to 
the  time  of  the  vacation,  and  daring  the  past  winter  months.  We  had  often  no 
room  to  receive  more  applicants.  We  give  them  in  that  class  reading,  writing, 
French,  German,  and  many  other  useful  things,  in  order  to  attract  them. 
Numbers  of  young  Jews  of  different  ages  have  been  beneHted  by  these  classes, 
and  are  now  in  respectable  situations.  They  feel  grateful,  and  are  friendly  to  us. 
Bnt  our  main  object  is  to  bring  them  within  the  hearing  of  the  gospel.  We  read 
every  evening  the  Scriptures  in  two  languages ;  they  attend  the  Wednesday 
evening  prayer-meetiqg,  and  the  exposition  of  the  Pentateuch  on  those  occasions 
has  been  blessed  to  many.  On  the  prophecies  of  Balaam  I  was  for  about  t(*n 
weeks,  and  it  attracted  numbers  of  them.     Often  fifty  Jews  were  present  besides 
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nur  own  people.  There  are  two  or  three  in  the  class  in  whose  minds  the  troth 
is  working.  Two  others  are  now  in  the  Home.  The  evening  class  has  become  a 
kind  of  an  institution  in  Galata,  the  people  calculate  upon  it,  and  in  speaking  to 
them,  we  appeal  as  it  were  to  the  whole  community.  The  subjects  of  the 
Wednesday  evening  meetings  are  often  discussed  in  their  homes,  the  Bible- 
woman  and  the  colporteur  are  asked  many  questions,  and  get  a  ready  opportunity 
to  say  a  word  in  season. 

'*  The  Sabbath's  services  have  been  well  attended  throughout  the  year,  and  last 
summer,  during  the  absence  of  the  Prussian  chaplain,  the  Germans  worshipped 
with  us.  We  have  thus  the  opportunity  of  serving  occasionally  the  Protestant 
colony,  and  they  in  return  help  us  in  various  ways,  especially  with  their  hospital, 
where  the  Kaiserswerth  sisters  are.  I  have  for  a  small  remuneration  a  free  bed 
for  the  inquirers  in  our  Home. 

*'  The  schools  had  no  examinations  this  year.  The  Italian  school,  now  rather 
called  the  French  school,  have  it  every  alternate  year.  They  had  to  change  the 
language,  and  the  process  involved  weary  and  protracted  labours.  Bat  while  it 
was  undergoing  the  change,  the  Jewish  Alliance  established  a  rival  school  for 
girls,  opened  it  with  great  iclcU  and  pomp,  induced  and  forced  many  of  the 
parents  to  withdraw  the  children  from  «s.  But  Misses  M*Gregor  and  Smith 
persevered,  and  perseverance  and  devotion  will  always  find  its  reward.  The 
school  is  again  increasing  in  Dambers,  and  by  its  standing  and  influence  it  will 
make  itself  felt  among  the  parents.  The  children  are  mostly  of  Italian  and 
'Spanish  Jewish  parents.  The  Italian  language  was  at  one  time  the  vernacular  <^ 
Galata,  certainly  the  business  language,  and  all  had  to  learn  it ;  the  French  has 
now  superseded  it,  and  the  change  in  the  school  has  not  been  made  too  early. 

"  The  German  school  has  above  290  children  in  attendance,  and  had  of  late 
great  teaching  powers.  Mr.  Leonhard,  Mr.  Leitner,  and  Miss  M'William  are  the 
]>rincipal  teachers.  Blumenkranz  is  a  very  able  assistant,  and  givee  great  satis- 
f  tction.  There  is  Lflao  an  assistant  female  teacher  for  the  sewing  class.  That 
school  draws  the.  children  from  the  main  Galata  community,  who  «re  mostly 
Polish  Jews  coming  from  Russia,  Poland,  Moldavia,  WaUachia,  Bochovina, 
Oalicia,  and  Austria.  The  school  exists  now  for  noore  than  thirty-six  yean,  and 
has  educated  two  generations  of  Jewish  children,  and  might  be  counted  by 
thousands.  Some  of  these  children  have  received  their  first  impressions  and 
convictions  of  the  truth  in  the  school,  who  are  now  confessors  of  Christ,  and 
adorn  the  doctrine  by  walk  and  conversation.  This  year,  one  young  man  has 
been  baptized  in  Jerusalem,  who  was  a  pupil  of  the  German  school,  corresponded 
with  Miss  M*William,  and  came  at  last  to  rest  and  peace  by  professing  Christ  in 
the  city  of  his  fathers,  as  he  says.  These  individual  cases  of  conversions  among 
old  pupils  are  a  great  encouragement  to  the  teacher,  who  have  otherwise  to 
labour  in  hope  against  hope  on  account  of  the  great  adverse  influence  of  the 
parents,  who  naturally  try  to  undo  and  counteract  ^e  effect  of  the  gospel- 
teaching  in  the  school 

**  The  Girls*  Home  enjoys  the  blessing  of  the  Lord ;  the  labours  of  Miss  Lindsay 
and  Mrs.  Tomory  bestowed  upon  the  children  have  not  been  in  vain.  Rosa, 
Annetta,  and  Marie,  the  latter  a  girl  of  twelve,  have  there  found  the  Lord,  and 
have  given  their  hearts  unto  him.  The  others  are  all  diligent,  attending  school, 
learning  their  lessons,  but  have  withal  to  do  all  the  housework  at  home.  The 
three  elder  girls,  Louise,  Rosa»  and  Annetta,  who  have  a  good  education,  are 
preparing  for  future  usefulness.  They  will,  we  hc^e,  get  in  due  time  places  io 
tamilies  to  teach  young  children.  They  all  know  English,  French,  and  German. 
Rosa  has  three  languages  more,  Oreek,  Turkish,  and  Spanish,  and  may  one  day 
be  very  useful  to  her  own  people  in  a  Jewish  or  Spanish  school. 

'*The  dispensary  has  been  steadily  developing.  It  attracts  not  only  large 
numbers  from  Galata,  which  we  expected  from  the  beginning,  but  the  Spanish 
Jews  began  to  come  from  the  different  suburbs,  and  in  the  course  of  the  year  we 
made  arrangements  to  meet  their  case,  and  come  nearer  their  door.  Dr.  Rosen- 
herg  goes  every  Thursday  to  Ballat,  on  the  Golden  Horn,  and  meets  there  in  a 
German  Protestant  house  numbers  of  Jewish  patients.  Theee  poor  Spanish  Jews 
are   thorough  Orientals,  and  as  such  more   degraded  and  ignorant  thaa   tbe 
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Ashkenasim,  or  FoliBb  German  Jews.  The  latter  come  from  civilised,  or  semi- 
civiliaed  countries,  seek  education  for  their  children,  and  are  ev'ery  way  more 
•ccessihle  than  the  Sephardim,  or  Spanish  Jews.  The  latter  are  slaves  of  the 
HabbinicaJ  system,  and  are  kept  nnder  an  iron  yoke.  The  poor  are  trampled 
down,  and  the  rich  are  overawed  by  the  superstition  and  the  fear  of  the  Rabbis. 
It  is  a  great  matter,  if  through  the  medical  agency  a  new  door  has  been  opened, 
which  may  lead  to  great  results.  Meanwhile,  there  is  access  to  numbers  of  them 
who  were  beyond  the  reach  of  any  missionary,  and  by  coming  daily  in  contact 
with  them  a  word  may  be  spoken,  tracts  be  given  to  those  that  can  read,  and 
let  especially  the  women,  for  whom  nobody  cares,  hear  something  of  the  truth 
for  their  immortal  souls. 

**Dr.  Rosenberg  will  prepare  an  annual  statement,  and  give  particulars  about 
the  numbers  of  patients  that  attended  the  private  visits  and  conversations  he  had 
among  numerous  families  in  Galata,  and  especially  about  his  work  at  Ballat. 
He  has  a  faithful  helper  in  Israel  Bechar,  who  speaks  all  the  languages  of  the 
different  classes,  and  has  especially  a  warm  heart  for  Israel.  He  came  originally 
from  Jerusalem,  and  was  baptized  here  live  years  ago.  He  feels  happy  when  he 
can  do  something  for  the  Spanish  Jew. 

"  The  Bible-woman,  Mrs.  Selinger,  has  had  as  usual  many  visits  among  the 
Jewish  women.  Few  of  them  can  read,  and  are  thus  shut  out  from  knowing  the 
real  way  of  life.  They  are  kept  ignorant,  and  are  by  turns  the  slaves  of  super- 
stition, and  the  supporters  of  the  degrading  Rabbinical  system  as  it  is  carried  out 
so  shamefidly  in  the  East  The  foulest  things  about  marriage  and  divorces  are 
perpetrated  by  ignorant  Rabbis  among  the  Polish  Jews,  and  the  women  are  both 
the  victims  and  the  supporters  of  it.  It  is  a  work  of  mercy,  if  a  worker  like 
Mrs.  S.  can  go  down  to  that  quarter,  and  having  found  access  among  the  women, 
speaks  to  them  about  the  eternal  welfare  of  their  souls.  She  visited  this  year 
for  a  long  time  a  woman  that  was  lying  on  her  deathbed  ;  she  had  some  hope 
that  the  word  spoken  was  not  in  vain,  but  after  the  death  of  the  mother,  the 
daughter  opened  her  mind,  expressing  her  desire  to  get  regular  instruction,  and 
she  and  her  husband  are  now  attending  the  Sabbath  services,  and  if  it  is  the  will 
oi  the  Lord,  the  whole  family  may  in  due  time  be  brought  to  Christ  and  enter 
the  Church. 

'*  Mr.  Selinger,  who  sells  the  Scriptures  for  our  National  Bible  Society,  has  had 
many  ojiportunitics  during  the  last  twelve  months  of  speaking  to  many  of  the 
mixed  multitude  who  enter  his  shop.  He  is  indefatigable,  and  sold  Bibles  and 
parts  of  it^iu  seventeen  different  languages.  I  am  glad  that  his  work  is 
appreciated  by  Dr.  Goold,  and  honourable  mention  is  made  of  him  and  his  work 
in  the  last  Annual  Re{X)rt  of  the  National  Bible  Society. 

"The  Broussa  female  school  for  Spanish  Jewish  girls  there  was  opened  in 
September  last ;  it  made  steady  progress,  and  had  .already  twenty  pupils,  but  a 
Herem  (anathema)  came,  and  has  nearly  emptied  it.  Elizabeth,  a  young 
Armenian  Protestant  girl,  did  her  best  as  a  new  teacher,  but  she  will  not  be  able 
to  grapple  with  .the  Rabbis  and  their  anathemas.  This  is  now  the  jiasscver 
time,  but  after  the  feast  we  will  see  how  far  the  crisis  has  affected  the  school  in 
its  weak  beginning. 

"Miss  Ewan  at  Kouskoundjouk had  her  struggles  as  usual,  and  maintained  her 
ground.  She  had  often  forty  girls  in  attendance.  1  am  sorry  that  ill  health 
compels  her  to  go  home,  for  a  time  only  I  hope.  On  her  return,  she  may  re-open 
with  new  vigour  her  school,  8up)x>rted  as  she  is  by  Miss  Esther  Cohen.  I  am 
behind  the  time  with  this  hasty  report ;  the  arrival  of  the  deputation  ke])t  me 
busy  otherwise.  I  thank  the  Lord  fur  their  visit,  and  great  good  will  be  the 
result.  They  met  with  a  warm  reception  from  our  Engli^ih  friends,  and  the 
missionaries  of  the  different  societies  enjoyed  very  much  their  intercourse.  We 
follow  them  with  our  prayers  and  best  wishes  in  their  journey  to  Pesth  and  the 
other  stations." 

Dr.  Il08EMBKR0*S  EePORT. 
"It  is  now  more  than  eighteen  months  since  the  dispensary  in  connection  with 
oar  Mission  here  has  been  opened.     In  April  of  last  year  I  gave  some  description 
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of  the  way  in  which  our  work  is  carried  on,  and  abo  of  the  measare  of  snooeM 
it  pleaaed  the  Lord  to  grant  us.  This  year  also  oar  work  has  been  going  on 
prospering,  and  has  proved,  as  we  sincerely  trust,  a  blessing  to  many  a  poor  and 
suffering  soul. 

*'  Both  the  Dispensary  and  visiting  departments  have  g^atly  increased, 
And  continue  to  extend  into  every  corner  and  among  the  different  nationalities  of 
this  great  city.  May  it  please  our  Heavenly  Father  to  pour  out  His  blessing 
upon  this  our  work,  and  make  it  a  means  not  only  of  relieving  bodily  suffering, 
but  also  of  enlightening  the  minds  and  hearts  of  those  who  are  yet  in  dark- 
ness ! 

"  The  attendance  of  patients  ^t  our  dispensary  has  greatly  increased  this 
year;  more  than  1200  new  names  have  been  enrolled,  and  the  average  daily 
attendance  amounted  to  over  thirty.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  oar  }iatients 
are  Jews — both  German  and  Spatiish — but  we  feel  it  a  privilege  to  be  able  to 
render  assistance  to  people  of  other  faiths,  and  this  particularly  in  the  case  of 
those  individuals  recommended  to  us  by  Missionary  brethren  of  other  Churches 
labouring  among  the  different  nationalities  in  this  place.  Thus  in  one  dispensary 
there  may  often  be  seen,  besides  Jews,  most  of  the  nationalities  of  this  mixed 
city,  such  as — Greeks,  Aviueniaos,  Turks,  Syrians,  and  individuals  from  the 
different  European  jdaces. 

'*  Last  year  I  told  you  that  our  work  was  chiefly  confined  to  Galata  and  its 
neighbouthood  ;  this  year  we  have  hnrst  our  limits  and  established  a  branch 
dispensary  in  Ballat,  one  of  the  many  villages  on  the  Golden  Horn,  chiefly 
inhabited  b>  Spanish  Jews.  You  will  be  glad  to  hear  that  this  branch  has  quite 
exceeded  our  expectations;  from  the  very  beginning  the  rooms  we  hired  iu  the 
place  were  literally  crowded,  sometimes  as  many  as  a  hundred  assembling  to  seek 
for  advice.  At  present  I  go  there  only  once  a  week  ;  and  it  is  here  particularly 
that  I  tind  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Israel  Bebara  very  useful  Himself  a  convert 
from  the  Spanish  Jews,  and  knowing  all  the  languages  of  the  country,  he  is  of 
great  help  to  me.  We  entertain  great  hopes  of  this  new  field  of  our  work,  as 
it  is  here  particularly  that  we  have  good  opportunity  to  scatter  the  seeds  of  the 
living  word  amon^i^t  the  benighted  descendants  of  the  house  of  Israel. 

*'  Our  visiting  department  has  also  greatly  extended.  During  the  past  year  T 
paid  about  900  viiiits  to  over  200  Jewish  and  other  families,  both  in  the  city  and 
the  suburbs,  and  I  have  had  many  an  occasion  of  drawing  the  attention  of  some 
feeble  aud  broken  heart  to  the  great  Physician  of  souls. 

**  Although  I  have  gained  access  to  many  a  well-to-do  family,  yet  the  mass  of 
my  patients  belong  to  the  poorer  classes.  Most  of  them  receive  with  grateful 
feelings  our  assistance,  and  a  great  many  are  well  disposed  to  our  cause.  Also 
in  connection  with  this  branch  of  our  work,  we  are  glad  to  oblige  other  Mission- 
aries who  may  ask  us  to  attend  auy  family  in  whom  they  may  take  a  special 
interest.  Besides  the  above  our  work  has  also  proved  useful  to  the  Mission  in 
general,  to  the  schools  in  connection  with  it,  and  to  the  highly  commendable 
home  for  Jewish  girls  under  the  care  of  Mrs.  Tomory. 

"  In  concluding  these  lines,  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  our  Pastor,  the  Rer. 
Mr.  Tomory,  for  the  kind  help  he  always  gave  me  in  my  work,  and  my  trust  ths.t 
the  Lord  will  continue  to  bless  and  prosper  all  the  efforts  our  Church  is  making 
in  behalf  of  Israel." 

PRAGUE. 

This  station  has  brought  ns  into  intercourse  with  the  pastors  and 
students  of  the  Bohemian  Church,  and  there  arc  many  grateful 
aoknowledgnents  on  their  part  of  the  encouragement  and  help  which 
their  strugg.ing  Church  has  received  from  Scotland.  They  are  this  year 
to  commemorate  the  centenary  of  their  toleration  granted  in  1781,  and 
rhat  event  recalls  the  long  struggles  maintained,  and  the  fearful  perse- 
cutions endured  in  Bohemia  for  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.      We 
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caDDOt  but  regard  it  as  a  marked  recognition  by  our  Lr^d  of  our  Mission 
to  the  Jews,  that  in  seeking  the  good  of  Israel  we  have  been  led  to 
gtretch  out  a  brother's  hand  to  a  Church  which  from  the  days  of  the  noble 
Huss,  has  offered  so  many  martyrs  for  the  Gospel  of  grace.  But  while 
the  secondary  fruits  of  our  Mission  in  Bohemia  have  been  of  the  highest 
Talue,  the  direct  aim  of  our  Mission  to  the  Jews  has  never  been  so 
successful  as  elsewhere,  and  we  cannot  say  that  in  the  present  year  there 
has  been  greater  progress  than  before.  The  Mission  has  often  been  a 
centre  for  ^ood  in  many  ways,  but  there  is  little  fruitful  access  to  the 
many  Jews  in  the  country.  Missionaries  have  not  the  same  unrestricted 
liberty  as  elsewhere,  and  there  is  no  opening  for  confessedly  Missionary 
schools.  There  is,  however,  a  yearly  increasing  band  of  pastors  who 
have  been  for  one  or  two  sessions  in  Scotland ;  from  their  connection 
with  this  Committee  their  minds  have  been  directed  to,  the  salvation  of 
the  Jews,  who  are  so  numerous  in  their  own  land ;  and  we  cannot  but 
look  for  a  blessing  on  Israel  through  their  labours  in  the  Lord's  own 
time. 

Our  Missionary,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pirie,  is  assisted  by  Mr.  Gotlieb  as  a 
oatcchist  amongst  the  Jews,  and  by  Mrs.  Chri»t()ph,  who  teaches  English  to 
advanced  pupils  with  the  view  of  communicating  the  Gospel  to  them. 

Mb.  Pibib's  Repobt. 

•*  I  regret  to  say  that  the  Jew  of  whom  I  spoke  in  my  last  report  as  having 
intimated  to  me  one  Sabbath-evening  after  the  German  service,  that  he  wished  to 
be  instructed  iu  the  Christian  religion,  and  with  whom  I  made  an  appointment  to 
come  to  me,  has  never  to  this  day  turned  up,  nor  have  I  been  able  to  fiud  him. 
In  September  of  last  year  there  came  a  Jew  to  my  honse  one  day,  a  young 
man  of  about  twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  represented  himself  at  first  as 
having  come  to  speak  for  a  friend  of  his  own  age,  who  lived  in  the  country,  who 
bad  lost  faith  in  Judaism,  and  who  had  acquainted  himself  enough  with  the 
Christian  religion,  through  the  reading  of  the  New  Test^iment,  so  as  to  be  pre- 
pared to  become  a  Christian.  I  intimated  to  him  that  of  course  I  would  need  to 
■ee  his  friend,  and  that  he  would  either  require  to  undergo  a  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  Christian  religion,  or  at  least  be  able  to  satisfy  me  that  he  was  fully 
acquainted  with  it,  and  was,  besides,  fully  convinced  that  Jesus  was  the 
promised  Messiah  of  his  nation,  and  that  he  believed  in  Him  as  the  Saviour 
that  came  to  save  him  from  his  sin.  By  and  by  he  let  me  know  that 
he  himself  was  the  young  man  of  whom  he  spoke.  He  lived  in  the  country, 
he  said,  held  some  office  through  which  he  could  win  his  bread  quite  well, 
but  was  not  happy  in  his  own  mind.  He  was  accustomed  to  go  into  the 
Homan  Catholic  Church  to  hear  what  of  Christianity  he  could  hear  there, 
but  its  ceremonies  were  an  offence  to  him,  and  the  immoral  life  of  the  priests 
must  of  itself  keep  him  from  declaring  himself  a  Christian  in  connection  with 
that  Church.  He  could  not  however  come  at  present  to  get  instruction  or 
remain  in  Prague  long  enough  to  satisfy  me.  One  thing,  however,  was  clear,  he 
■aid,  he  could  not  face  the  storm  of  opposition  that  would  meet  him  from  his 
Jewish  connections  and  his  friends,  were  be  to  become  a  Christian,  and  as  a 
condition  of  his  making  a  Christian  profession,  he  must  be  at  once  able  to  leave 
the  country.  Did  the  friends  he  was  staying  with  in  Prague  even  know  that  he 
was  with  me  that  day,  be  said,  they  would  spit  upon  him,  and  curse  him,  and 
drive  him  from  them  for  ever.  He  spoke  of  America,  and  seemed  to  look  to  the 
Mission  to  help  him  thither.  I  told  him  the  Mission  did  not  exist  for  this 
object,  but  only  to  guide  him  and  all  such  as  him  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  for 
whose  sake  both  he  and  I  should  be  willing  to  bear  a  good  deal  of  reproach.  J 
urged  him  to  seek  Jesus  more  through  his  conscience  and  his  need  of  Him  as  a 
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I>oor  sinner,  and  he  left  me  taking  with  him  my  address,  but  declining  to  give  his 
own,  although  I  suggested  to  him  that  it  was  becoming  in  him  to  do  so,  as  a  mark 
of  trust  in  nie,  and  also  as  a  proof  of  his  being  sincere  that  he  should  even  venture 
some  possibility  of  sustaining  reproach  for  the  Saviour  he  professed  to  be  seek- 
ing. He  said  he  would  write  to  me  likely  in  spring,  as  he  could  not  take  any 
definite  step  till  then,  owing  to  military  service  to  which  he  was  subject^  and 
other  duties.  '  There  are  many  such  as  1  am,'  he  said  as  he  left  me.  May  the 
Lord  guide  this  young  man  to  find  and  confess  before  all  men  the  Saviour  whom 
he  professed  to  be  seeking  ! 

"In  the  same  month  appeared  a  proselyte  from  Constantinople,  who  had  made 
profession  of  Christianity,  and  been  baptized  in  connection  with  our  Missioo 
there.  As  it  was  not  deemed  safe  for  him  that  he  should  stay  in  Constantinople, 
seeing  that  hU  friends  in  Russia  were  plotting  to  have  him  seized  and  brought 
home  and.  punished  for  the  step  he  had  taken,  he  was  advised  to  leave  it  for  a 
time,  and  he  wandered  on  as  far  as  here,  coming  by  Bucharest,  and  Jassy,  and 
BudaPesth.     We  had  pleasant  intercourse  with  him  for  a  time. 

'*  In  October  two  Jews  came  to  us,  and  were  for  a  time  under  instruction. 
One  of  these,  L.  K.,  seemed  for  a  time  very  hopef uL  He  was  a  young  Jew  from 
Russia,  and  had  been  intended  for  a  Rabbi,  but  had  become  convinced  from  the 
teaching  of  the  Jewish  Talmud,  that  the  Messiah  must  be  already  come.  He 
lua^le  the  acquaintance  of  another  Jew,  that  had  been  in  London,  who  advised 
him  to  make  for  England  if  he  wanted  to  know  rightly  of  Christianity.  After 
having  taught  in  a  Jewish  family  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Breslau  for  nine 
months,  he  came  on  here  and  was  brought  to  us.  He  seemed,  as  already  said, 
very  hopeful,  and  was  about  two  months  with  us,  when,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  he 
left  us,  like  the  young  Jew  from  Constantinople,  to  be  under  another  Mission 
agency. 

"  The  other,  M.  M.,  was  a  Cantor  in  a  synagogue  in  the  east  of  Austria*  who 
was  known  to  Mr.  Gottlieb.  In  his  report  he  speaks  more  at  length  of  him,  but 
as  his  case  did  not  seem  a  very  promising  one,  and  as  we  had  to  maintain  him, 
we  advised  him  to  take  some  situation  in  the  country,  and  inquire  further,  and 
then  return  to  us.  He  went  for  a  time  to  Jung-Bunzlan,  but  has  returned  to 
Prague,  and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  seems  to  have  gone  back  instead  of  having  made 
any  progress  forward. 

"  Several  other  Jews  passing  through  here  have  visited  us  for  counsel,  and  to 
obtain  some  pecuniary  help  as  well  I  have  attempted,  when  the  opportimity 
offered,  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  Jewish  families,  but  find  them  terribly  shy 
of  me. 

The  German  services,  every  alternate  Sabbath  evening  and  Wednesday  evening, 
have  been  very  fairly  attended. 

"  In  the  Week  of  Prayer  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  we  had  a  prayer-meeting  is 
the  German  language  on  the  Tuesday  evening,  in  which  Pastor  Schubert  from 
Krabschitz,  Prediger  Schmidt  from  Leitmentie,  the  Rev.  A.  Clark,  American 
missionary,  and  myself,  took  part.  On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  evenings  we  had 
prayer- meetings  in  the  Bohemian  language  in  our  hall  conducted  by  different 
Bohemian  pastors,  and  on  Saturday  evening,  which  was  the  evening  apfiointed  for 
prayer  for  Israel,  we  had  a  German  prayer-meeting.  Mr.  Sage,  during  the 
winter,  was  able  to  gather  a  class  of  three  or  four  young  Jews — the  condition 
on  his  part  that  he  should  give  them  instruction  in  English,  and  on  theirs  that 
they  should  be  willing  to  make  the  English  New  Testament  their  text-book. 
One  of  the  young  men  was  present  on  two  occasions  in  the  hall  at  the  German 
service. 

"  The  English  service  is  well  attended,  and  apparently  appreciated  by  not  a 
few.  I  feel  strongest  here,  although  perhaps  I  may  do  as  much  good  by  my 
German  service,  in  which,  however,  I  do  not  feel  so  much  at  home.  Strangers 
coming  to  Prague  on  business,  and  tourists,  take  advantage  of  the  £^lish 
service.  A  Sditoh  Duchess  worshipped  with  us  for  two  Sabbaths  last  autumn. 
Americans,  lay  and  clerical,  are  not  unfrequently  with  us.  An  earnest  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  was  with  us  last  summer,  who  cheered 
us  greatly  by  his  visit,  and  continues  still  to  cheer  us  by  his  letters  and  his 
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prayers.  Jews  are  often  with  na.  And  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  service  ta 
taken  advantage  of  by  several  Roman  Catholics,  who  seem  almost  the  most 
interested,  and  devont»  and  grateful  of  my  hearers.  We  had  our  usual  Communion 
service  at  Christmas,  the  Kev.  A.  Clark  assisting  me  to  distribute  the  elements 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  preaching  for  me  to  a  large  audience  in  the  evening,  and 
we  purpose  to  celebrate  the  Communion  again  next  month  at  the  usual  time, 
with  the  same  help  as  at  Christmas. 

"  My  little  supplementary  work  of  ministering  to  the  Bohemian  Protestant 
Church,  as  the  representative  here  for  the  Edinburgh  Association  for  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  in  ik>hemia,  is  a  very  pleasant  work.     The  descendants  of  the 
Hussites  have  a  good  claim  on  the  fostering  help  of  all  Churches  stronger  and 
richer  than  themselves.     Better  days  seem  gradually  coming  for  the  Bohemian 
Protestant  Church.     This  present  year,  the  Centenary  of  their  Toleration,  will 
be  a  motive  to  the  Bohemian  Church  itself,  to  'thank  God  and  take  courage,' 
and  will  as  well  bring  their  history  and  their  struggles,  and  their  strong  claims 
for  help,  before  most  of  the  Christian  Protestant  Churches  of  the  world,  which 
will  thereby  have  the  ]>rivilege  granted  them  of  sympathising  with  them  by 
words  and  deeds.    The  seminaries  of  Krabschitz  and  Czaalau — the  one  for  training 
girls  as  teachers,  and  the  other  boys—are  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  cannot 
be  fostered  too  much.     I  have  elsewhere  given  an  account  of  a  viut  to  Leitmeritz 
to  attend.a  conference  of  Pi-otestant  pastors  and  foreign  missionaries  in  Bohemia, 
and  of  another  to  Velim  to  attend  a  conference  there,  which  will  doubtless  have 
a  historical  value  in  the  history  of  Bohemian  Protestantism,  as  being  the 
inauguration  of  a  general  Sabbath-school  movement  in  all  the  cougrpgations. 
1  may  state  in  addition  to  this  that  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Maclagan,  the 
Convener  of  the  Continental  Committee,  I  have  been  able  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  more  than  a  hundred  Protestant  pastors  in  Bohemia,  Moravia,  and  part  of 
lJ])per  Austria,  a  copy  of  M*Cheyne*s  Memoir  and  Remains,  which  has  just  been 
translated  into  German  with  a  preface  by  Professor  Gottlieb  of  Bonn,  which,  with 
God's  blessing,  we  hope  to  be  a  means  of  advancing  Christ's  cause  wherever  we 
have  been  able  to  send  it.     Indeed  there  are  answers  already  from  some  of  the 
recipients  full  of  gratitude  for  the  gift,  and  saying  that  the  book  has  introduced 
them  to  a  new  Christian  world,  and  to  a  Christian  devotion  and  activity   to 
which  they  were  strangers  before." 

STRASBURG. 

As  a  deputation  from  the  Committee,  two  of  our  ministers,  Mr.  Walker 
of  Djsart,  and  Mr.  Affleck  of  Auchtermuchty,  accompanied  by  Colonel 
Young,  visited  this  station  last  year. 

Dr.  Fiirst  reports  an  increased  attendance  at  both  the  English  and 
German  services  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  he  narrates  some  interesting 
results  of  his  English  sermons.  He  has  an  evangelist  who  labours  amongst 
the  Jews  in  Strasburg  and  the  district  around  ;  and  has  himself  a  remark- 
able adaptation  for  dealing  with  educated  Jews.  During  the  present  year 
he  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  learning  that  a  young  Jew,  in  whom  he  was 
deeply  interested  and  of  whom  he  gave  an  account  last  year,  has  been 
bajitized  by  a  Christian  pastor  in  Cologne.  Dr.  Fiirst  sends  the  following 
report : — 

'*  1.  English  Service, — The  attendance  has  been  better  and  steadier  than  at  any 
previous  year,  and  this  is  owing  to  some  American  families  residing  here  for  a 
time,  and  to  Scotch  and  Americaa  students  attending  our  university.  They  can- 
iiot  strictly  be  called  students,  for  the  majority  of  them  have  already  finished 
their  studies  and  taken  the  highest  degree  in  their  native  country.  They  come 
here  to  make  some  branch  of  science  their  particular  study,  with  professors  in 
great  reputation.  And  among  these  scientibc  visitors  we  find  not  seldom  pro- 
fessors.   My  experience  with  many  of  those  who  attended  our  English  service  has 
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been  a  cause  of  great  tbankfalneas  to  me,  for  many  have  not  only  heard  the 
gospel  of  Christ  preached,  but  have  received  the  message  of  Diyine  lore  with 
believing  hearts.  I  could  state  instances  of  this  kind  which  have  come  to  my 
knowledge,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  persons  concerned,  I  refrain  from  doing  this. 
I  can,  how^ever,  write  with  more  freedom  concerning  three  Americans,  aJl  doctors 
of  medicine.  They  were  here  during  the  last  summer,  and  were  regular  in  their 
attendance  at  our  Scotch  halL  One  of  them,  Dr.  Pohlmann,  a  yonth  of  great 
promise,  was  suddenly  attacked  with  a  disease  which  terminated  fatally.  He 
had  to  return  immediately  to  America,  and  when  taking  leave  of  me,  he  expressed 
his  readiness  to  leave  this  world  for  a  better  one.  I  received  later  a  letter  from 
one  of  his  friends,  Dr.  H.,  announcing  his  death  in  a  most  touching  manner.  I 
will  transcrii)e  a  part  of  it,  as  it  shows  in  what  relation  I  stand  to  my  hearers. 
He  writes  from  Vienna: — *Mr  dkar  Doctor, — ^Witb  pleasure  and  sadness  I  pen 
these  lines.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  tell  you,  dear  doctor,  that  we  often  think  of  yoa 
and  Mrs.  Fiirst  with  the  most  loving  thoughts.  How  could  it  be  otherwise ! 
You  have  indeed  cheered  us  in  gloomy  moments,  and  have  made  us  feel  as  if 
we  had  a  home,  a  certain  something  which  took  more  interest  in  ns  than  the  cold 
worlti.  We  looked  upon  you  with  veneration,  and  felt  towards  yon  as  only 
dutiful  sons  can  do  towards  a  loving  father.  It  is  only  one  week  now  that  we 
have  heard  the  sad  news  that  our  number  is  noe  less.  The  Great  Almighty  has 
taken  out  dear  friend,  Dr.  Pohlmann,  to  a  better  hind — a  land  where  no  sorrows 
are  known,  but  eternal  love  rules  all.  We  feel  the  loss  of  our  friend  and  brother 
very  deeply,  but  yet  we  can  only  thank  the  Lord  for  this  act  of  kindness.  Dr. 
Pohlmann  had  a  pretty  favourable  voyage,  and  arrived  home  in  good  spirits.  Hi^ 
intention  was  to  go  south  for  the  winter,  and  on  the  journey  it  was  that  he 
called  to  another  one.  Poor  boy,  away  from  fiather  and  mother,  friends  or 
acquaintances,  he  breathed  his  last.  He  enjoyed  a  loving  home  for  only  three  or 
four  weeks,  when  he  was  taken  from  the  midst  of  it.  He  possessed  sll  the 
qualities  which  made  him  beloved  by  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him.  His 
sense  of  honour  and  duty  were  highly  developed  in  him,  anc^  he  died,  as  he  had 
lived,  a  worthy  object  of  regard  and  emulation.  His  life  was  gentle,  and  the 
elements  so  mixed  in  him,  that  Nature  might  stand  up  and  say  to  all  the  world  : 
'  This  was  a  roan  ! ' 

"  It  has  been  said  that  in  spending  so  much  time  in  carrying  on  the  English 
service,  it  is  withdrawing  from  the  object  of  the  Jewish  Mission,  for  which  I  am 
appointed.  This  sounds  very  reasonable,  but  is  nevertheless  not  true.  Tho^e 
who  are  acquainted  with  mission  work  on  the  Continent  will  know,  that  nothing 
is  more  difficult  for  the  Jewish  missionary  than  to  gain  a  position  at  the  Btatic»D 
which  he  manages,  from  which  he  can  exercise  an  influence,  and  hope  to  realise 
the  object  for  which  he  is  sent.  Such  a  position  I  have  established  here  through 
the  English  service,  through  which  I  exercise  a  large  amount  of  influence  among 
Jews  and  Oiiristians.  Without  this,  our  position  here  is  untenable.  Besides 
this,  the  better  and  educated  class  of  Jews,  understanding  English,  do  from 
time  to  time  attend  our  services. 

"  2.  German  ServTc*.  — I  have  made  some  changes  in  this  service.  In  previous 
years  I  had  only  a  weekly  service,  but  last  year  I  introduced  an  afternoon  service 
on  e\eTy  Lord's  Day.  The  attendance  has  also,  on  the  whole,  been  much  better 
than  at  any  previous  year,  but  still  I  could  wish  it  was  larger.  When  I,  however, 
consider,  how  many  Protestant  churches,  chapels,  and  meeting-places  there  ar« 
here,  I  can  be  thankful  for  the  number  that  do  attend  our  place  of  worship.  The 
increase  of  last  year  encourages  me  to  look  for  a  larger  one  during  the  remainder 
of  this  year. 

"  3.  Upccijic  Jewish  Work, — All  our  work  here  is  meant,  first  of  all,  spiritually 
to  benefit  the  Jew.  The  German  and  English  services  are  carried  on  with  thi« 
one  object.  When,  however,  I  make  an  especial  rubric  under  the  name  o\ 
'  SpeciHc  Jewish  Work,'  it  is  done  with  the  intention  of  relating  more  conveniently 
my  personal  intercourse  with  the  Jews,  and  the  result  arising  from  it.  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  I  go  on  increasing  my  acquaintance  among  the  Jews, 
and  this  among  all  classes.     I  am  always  treated  with  kindneas  by  thoae  to  whom 
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I  am  personally  known,  and  urith  retpeci  by  tbose  who^  for  varioua  reasenSf  have 
remained  still  strangers  to  me.  Difficult  as  it  is  to  get  access  to  Alsatian  Jews,. 
1  have,  nevertheless,  a  considerable  nnmber  of  acoesiiible  families.  I  will  just 
relate  an  instance  which  will  illustrate  the  confidence  I  am  gaining,  even  among, 
orthodox  Jews,  Alsatians  by  birth.  One  Sunday  rooming  a  Jew  waited  for  me 
in  our  hall,  but  was  told  by  our  church-servant  that,  if  he  wished  to  speak  to  me, 
be  had  better  call  upon  me  at  my  private  dwelling*  The  following  day  he  came 
and  begged  of  me  to  give  his  grown-up  son  lessons  in  the  English  language.  I 
agreed  to  it,  in  order  to  show  him  that  I  entertain  towards  the  Jewish  race  most 
friendly  feelings.  The  young  man  to  whom  1  give  instruction  has  last  year 
published,  in  the  French  language,  a  pamphlet  on  the  Jews  in  China.  We  often 
have  polemical  arguments,  but  until  he  gets  rid  of  his  pharisaical  pride,  little 
hope  can  be  entertained  that  he  will  be  a  disciple  of  Christ,  although  he  pos- 
sesses a  Greek  New  Testament  and  reads  Christiau  books*  I  have  made  him 
a  present  of  Keith  on  Pr^pheey^  which  he  aooepted  cheerfully. 

*'  The  anti-Semitic  agitation  is  still  going  on,  but  it  has  already  lost  much  of 
its  first  vehemence  and  virulence.  The  Jews  naturally  feel  indignant  at  such 
treatment  from  those  who  profess  to  be  actuated  in  all  tbey  do  by  the  law  of 
love.  The  reports  of  these  noisy  meetings,  held  in  Berlin,  are  eagerly  read, 
but  with  disgust  Walking  one  day  through  one  of  our  princi|>al  streets,  a 
Jew  called  me,  and  request^  me  to  enter  his  shop.  He  held  in  his  hands  a 
newspaper,  where  the  report  of  such  a  meeting  was  published,  and  in  great 
excitement  he  said:  'Read  here»  sir;  this  is  the  way  we  are  treated  in  the 
metroi)olis  of  intelligence  I  It  is  really  unbearable  to  stay  any  longer  in  Ger- 
many. We  must  go  to  France,'  etc  It  speaks  well  for  the  future  prospects  of 
the  Jews,  that  these  lectures  and  pamphlets,  either  for  or  against,  and  even 
those  which  put  forth  the  Christian  truth  in  love  and  sympathy,  are  read  by 
many  of  them.  A  yonng  inquirer  of  mine,  who  left  Strasburg  two  years  ago, 
l»aid  me  a  visit  laat  Christmas,  and  aniong  the  presents  he  brought  me  was 
also  the  historian  Mommsen's  pamphlet  on  the  Jewish  question.  He  surprised 
me  by  saying  that  he  and  other  Jews  read  as  many  of  these  publications  as 
they  can  get.  This  young  man  is  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  I 
hope  he  will  have  grace  given  him  openly  to  confess  Christ  as  his  Saviour.  In 
the  October  number  of  the  last  year's  Becord  I  have  already  given  a  statement 
respecting  the  baptism  of  one  of  my  inquirers.  I  stand  in  correspondence  with 
him,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  his 
Christian  conduct.  I  have  also  in  the  last  March  number  of  our  Record  spoken 
of  a  medical  student,  to  whom  I  had  given  regular  Christian  instruction,  but 
who  has  left  for  Wttrzburg.  With  him  too  I  keep  up  a  correspondence,  and  I 
hope  he  may  too  declare  himself  to  be  a  follower  of  Christ. 

'*  4.  Colporteur' B  wcrh, — The  sale  of  Scriptures,  religious  books,  tracts,  etc.,  has 
been  during  the  last  year  very  good.  Our  colporteur  has  sold  163  Bibles,  463 
New  Testaments,  40  Pentateuchs,  152  Psalters,  302  books,  91  tracts,  3806 
pictures  with  Scripture-texts  and  religious  jtoems,  and  given  away  ^atis  to  Jews 
96  tracts.  He  has  strict  orders  to  go  house  by  house,  and  [lay  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  Jews,  and  bring  the  claims  of  Christianity  before  them.  He  is  thus 
not  only  a  colporteur,  but  also  an  evangelist.  He  has  to  give  me  every  quarter  a 
written  report,  stating  his  experience  in  his  work  among  Catholics,  Protestants, 
and  Jews.  I  have  before  me  all  his  reports  during  the  last  year,  all  containing 
interesting  incidents  of  his  arduous  work,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  make  a 
selection  of  them,  so  as  to  do  him  justice.  I  will,  however,  try  to  do  this,  in 
order  to  show  what  kind  of  experience  he  has  made. 

"  Two  Jews  bought  books  of  him,  and  hardly  had  they  done  so,  when  one  of 
them  opened  his  book,  and  being  displeased  with  what  he  read,  he  in  his  rage 
tore  a  few  pages  out  of  it  and  threw  them  at  the  colporteur's  feet.  The  other 
Jew,  however,  said, '  It  is  bought  and  must  be  read,  before  I  can  pass  an  opinion 
on  it.'  At  an  inn  where  he  had  put  up,  he  found  many  Jews  who  were  anxious 
to  see  the  contents  of  his  knapsack.  Whilst  they  were  gathering  around  him, 
he  took  out  a  Bible  and  read  to  them  the  52d  and  53d  chapters  of  Isaiah.     They 
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listened  attentively,  bat  when  he  asked  whether  he  should  pray  with  them,  they 
all  left  the  inn.  Two  Jews,  however,  waited  for  him  outside  the  door  with  the 
malicious  intention  of  harming  him,  hut  the  innkeeper  frustrated  this  their 
design.  In  a  village  he  called  at  a  house  where  he  met  two  old  Jewesses. 
They  received  him  kindly,  and  asked  him  to  show  the  books  he  had  for  sale.  He 
took  out  a  New  Testament  and  said,  *  This  book  can  show  yon  the  way  to  be 
saved.'  '  Such  a  book,'  both  exclaimed, '  we  must  buy  and  read  it  together.'  They 
bought  it,  but  the  colporteur  had  hardly  left  the  house  when  a  Jew  called  him 
back,  abusing  him  for  selling  such  a  book  ;  he  left,  but  the  book  remained.  In 
another  large  village  where  there  is  a  prison  he  called  upon  the  chaplain,  who 
accompanied  him  thither.  In  one  of  the  celhi  he  found  a  Jew  imprisoned  for  a 
minor  offence.  This  Jew  was  anxious  to  possess  a  Bible,  and  when  asked  if  he 
knew  what  book  it  was  he  wished  for,  he  replied,  '  I  have  often  enough  read  in 
it,  and  know  that  it  speaks  of  ihe  Messiah,  man*s  Saviour.'  Our  colporteur  left 
him  a  Bible,  and  exhorted  him  to  search  in  it  diligently  until  he  has  found  Christ 
to  be  his  Saviour. 

*'This  is  a  slight  sketch  of  the  work  we  are  doing  at  this  station.  I  feel  all 
that  can  be  done  by  the  agents  employed  is  done.  The  gospel  is  preached  to 
Jews  and  Gentiles,  to  Catholics,  Protestants  and  Jews,  of  different  nationalities 
May  our  covenant  God  bless  our  work  to  the  saving  of  many  T' 


AMSTERDAM. 

In  onr  mission  to  the  Jews  our  connection  with  Holland  Has  been  of  an 
important  and  interesting  character  from  the  first  years  of  the  Free 
Church.  It  brought  us  into  friendly  intercourse  with  Dutch  Christians  of 
the  highest  standing,  who  took  a  lively  interest  both  in  our  own  Church 
and  in  the  conversion  of  the  Jews.  They  have  always  acknowledged  with 
gratitude  that  the  progress  of  evangelical  reltgian  in  Holland  was  much 
assisted  by  our  missionaries.  A  building  was  given  to  us  to  form  an 
institution  for  the  training  of  ministers ;  and  the  use  of  that  building  for 
this  object  we  have  granted  to  the  Christian  friends  who  were  represented 
in  this  country  two  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hoedemaker,  and  who  now 
occupy  it,  but  so  as  not  to  interifere  with  our  own  mission. 

Our  mission  to  the  Jews  is  at  present  carried  on  by  evangelists  under 
the  guidance  of  friends  in  Amsterdam,  who  are  most  anxious  that  we 
should  send  them  again  an  ordained  missionary.  They  have  suffered  a 
great  loss  in  the  sudden  death  in  the  prime  of  life  of  one  of  their  own 
earnest  labourers  for  the  salvation  of  Israel,  who  bad  been  a  fruit  of  our 
seminary  udder  Dr.  Schwartz.  The  following  affecting  testimony  is  one 
of  two  accounts  sent  to  us  of  the  very  high  estimation  in  which  Mr. 
Schlitt  was  hold  by  the  '  friends  of  Israel '  in  Holland : — 

**  With  deep-felt  grief,  I  must  now  send  you  a  communication  rety  afflicting 
for  me  and  for  thousands  in  our  city  and  onr  country. 

**  A  hero  in  Israel  fell  down !  The  Lord  has  taken  away  onr  beloved  friend 
and  brother  Johaun  Schlitt.  The  corporeally  strong  man  succumbed  after  a 
violent  suffering  of  pleurisy  of  only  four  days.  He  that  prayed,  combated,  and 
suffered  for  Israel  has  gone  away, — he  the  fruit  of  your  former  seminary  in  this 
city,  of  whom  Dr.  Schwartz  and  Mr.  Van  Loon  said :  *  If  the  seminary  had  pm> 
duced  nothing  else*  (and  how  many  are  there  still  more  io  oar  fatherland  and  in 
India  ! )  '  all  the  costs  and  pains  would  be  richly  rewarded.' 

**  It  is  above  my  strength  to  give  you  a  biography  of  him,  for  I  am  much  in 
pain  for  his  loss.  It  is  true  we  have  still  with  us  our  beloved  brother  Korff,  who 
is  particularly  blessed  by  the  Lord,  to  assist  us,  but  the  forces  ore  little  in  com- 
parison with  the  greatness  of  the  labour.     0  may  the  Lord  send  labourers  to  Hie 
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vineyard  !  Might  it  please  so  God,  to  indicate  yon  in  these  days  a  man  after  his 
heart  to  send  ns  as  a  preacher.  This  remains  always  oar  most  sincere  wish  for  the 
sake  of  the  ancient  people  of  Ood. 

<*  Everything  goes  on,  thanks  to  God,  in  due  order,  the  preaching  for  and 
among  Israel,  meetings  with  the  proselytes,  etc.  The  professors  of  the  Free 
University  give  every  day  their  lessons  to  their  students." 

JASSY. 

In  the  beginning  of  onr  Mission  to  the  Jews,  before  the  Disruption, 
Jassy  was  occupied  as  a  missionary  station  by  the  Be  v.  Daniel  Edward. 
He  left  it  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  in  1848 ;  and  although  it  has  since 
been  occupied  by  missionaries  of  other  societies,  there  are  none  there  now. 
The  Jews  have  increased,  and  are  said  te  number  about  50,000. 

Elieser  Bassin,  a  convert  of  our  Mission  in  Constantinople,  in  whom 
much  interest  was  taken  to  procure  his  discharge  from  the  Bussian  army, 
was  sent  last  autumn  by  the  Committee  to  inquire  if  this  town  now  presents 
a  favourable  field  for  a  mission  to  the  Jews.  His  report  will  be  read 
with  much  interest.  If  we  had  a  Scotch  missionary  to  send,  and  could 
establish  there  a  well-equipped  Mission  with  missionary  schools,  this 
Mission  might,  by  (jod's  blessing,  become  a  centre  of  much  work  amongst 
the  Jews. 

Mr.  Eliezer  Bassin  writes : — 

'*The  station  from  which  I  write  this  Report  has  a  place  in  the  very  early  date 
of  the  history  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland ;  bat  for  more  than  thirty  years 
this  station  was  not  occujiied  by  our  Ohnrch,  when  Rev.  D.  Edward  Ult  it  in  1S48 
on  account  of  the  uosafe  state  in  which  the  country  was  in  that  time.  It  was  a 
chief  station  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Edward,  now  of  Breslau.  Years  have  passed  oo, 
the  Episcopalians  occupied  it,  hut  it  never  recovered  to  be  as  before,  and  through 
some  disaster  of  the  missionaries,  the  place  was  left,  and  for  some  years  not 
occupied  any  more  by  the  Episcopalians. 

**  Since  Mr.  Edward  left  Jassy,  the  place  and  the  land  have  undergone  great 
political  changes.  (1.)  The  Union  of  the  two  Danuhian  Principalities,  Wallachia 
and  Moldavia,  in  one  Roumaniain  1859.  (2.)  The  constitution  of  1866,  and  (.3.) 
Tlie  Independenae  of  1878.  In  May  next  the  Prince  of  this  country,  Charles  the 
First,  will  be  proclaimed  the  first  king  of  Roumania. 

*'By  the  providence  of  oar  Lord,  I  was  appointed  by  the  Jewish  Mission 
Committee,  July  20th,  1880,  to  visit  Roumania  in  order  that  I  may  spend  one 
year  in  the  work  of  making  known  the  Gospel  among  my  Jewish  brethren,  and 
may  report  to  the  Committee  as  to  the  expediency  and  hopefulness  of  establishing 
a  permanent  Jewish  Mission  Station  in  this  country,  and  I  do  it  now  accordingly. 

*'  The  number  of  Jews  in  Jassy  amounts  to  about  50,000  ;  of  this  large  number 
many  are  bankers,  merchants,  and  different  professional  appointments,  hut  the 
majority  are  poor,  and  many  in  such  a  miserable  condition  as  it  is  scarcely 
equalled  in  any  other  place  in  Europe.  The  Jews  are  here  divided  into  three 
fects — (1.)  Talmudists;  (2.)  Chasidim  ;  and  (3.)  Semi-Reformer.  But  I  have 
no  difficulty  to  get  into  contact  with  any  of  them,  as  they  are  for  the  most  part 
not  averse  to  religious  discussion.  What  the  great  importance  and  significance 
is,  that  among  all  classes  are  many  who  are  dissatistied  with  Judaism,  and  desire 
a  hotter  faith.  As  soon  as  it  was  known  here  of  my  arrival,  several  young  Jews 
came  to  me  expressing  their  desire  for  instruction  in  the  Christian  religion,  and 
even  some  for  baptism. 

"  It  is  now  about  nine  months  since  I  duly  commenced  my  Mission  work  here, 
and  on  reviewing  the  work  I  do  with  pleasure  and  thankfulness  to  Groil  express 
my  deep  conviction  that  Moldavia  presents  a  most  encouraging  field  for  Jewish 
Mission  operationa 

*'  My  lectures  have  not  only  attracted  the  hearers  and  readers,  but  also  the  envy 
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of  the  Rabbis  and  the  orthodox  Jews,  who  tried  to  connteraot  my  work,  bat  io 
vain.  The  articles  they  wrote  in  their  papers  to  warn  the  Jews  brought  me 
more  hearers,  so  that  amidst  all  the  difficulties  I  had  to  contend  with,  I  feel  that 
there  is  much  to  bless  the  Lord  for  the  progress  which  is  being  made  in  the  short 
time  I  am  here,  and  that  the  barriers  which  Satan  raises  are  but  walla  of  cobweb 
impotent  to  withstand  fervent  prayer  and  faithful  labour — '  If  the  Lord  is  for  us, 
who  can  be  against  us  f 

"  The  Jews  io  this  country  are  more  hopeful  and  promising  than  in  any  other 
country  where  I  was  till  now.  Since  my  public  lectures,  and  distribntixig 
them  among  them  who  heanl  not,  I  marked  a  growing  consciousness  that  a 
religion  i^rofessing  to  be  divine  must  be  able  to  satisfy  man's  highest  aspira- 
tions. I  showed  them  in  my  lectures  that  the  present  Judaism  cannot  do  it,  and 
many  asked  me  what  are  they  to  do  ?  What  the  great  difficulty  is  that  they 
do  not  like  to  secede  from  the  Synagogue,  and  break  the  feeble  tie  that  binds 
them  to  their  people.  I  know  here  many  Jews  who  are  persuaded  that  Jesus  is 
the  Messiah,  but  notwithstanding  this  conviction,  will  not  openly  profeos  the 
faith  they  secretly  cherish.  Gladly  would  they  do  so,  did  they  not  shrink  inm 
the  sacrilices  the  step  would  eotaiL 

**  Besides  my  special  lectures  I  held  also  evening  Bible  classes,  and  had  a  dai^- 
reading  room  ;  and  hope  that  it  was  a  blessing  to  many  of  the  house  of  IsraeL 

*'  During  the  time  I  was  here  fourteen  Jews  piesented  themselves  for  instmc- 
tion  and  baptism.  Eight  of  them  appeared  to  me  to  be  wanting  in  earnestness ; 
but  not  deeming  it  right  to  refuse  them  at  once^  I  encouraged  their  visits  is 
order  that  I  might  form  a  better  opinion  of  their  fitness.  These  visits  they  con- 
tinued for  some  time,  but  when  they  found  that  I  offered  them  no  temporal 
advantages,  they  ultimately  withdrew.  With  two  others  I  had  a  similar  experi- 
ence. They  came  almost  every  day  for  some  weeks,  in  order,  as  they  said,  to 
dispnte  and  debate,  and  often  used  very  hostile  language  ;  but  they  soon  left  off 
disputing,  and  became  silent  listeners,  and  ultimately  offered  themselves  as  candi- 
dates for  baptism.  This  offer  quite  perplexed  me,  as  I  cuiild  scarcely  believe 
that  such  a  thorough  chauge  of  mind  could  have  taken  place  in  so  short  a  time. 
This  I  candidly  explained  to  them,  and  said  that  although  I  do  not  doubt  their 
sincerity,  1  thought  it  best  there  should  be  some  time  longer  before  baptism. 
They  then  went  away,  but  have  not  since  called  again  upon  me.  Three  I  have 
still  under  instruction,  of  whom  I  have  great  hope  that  the  Lord  will  bring  them 
to  His  flock.  One  who  was  a  candidate  for  baptism  left  Jassy  for  Vienna  oo 
account  of  the  death  of  his  father  there. 

*'The  Jews  here  desire  very  much  to  have  a  school,  and  many  asked  me  seversl 
times  if  I  am  going  to  have  any,  for  they  like  very  much  the  Mission  schools ; 
and  the  late  Mission  School  is  still  remembered  by  many  with  gratitude.  I  shall 
be  extremely  happy  if  our  Church  will  resolve  to  establish  a  school  here,  where 
the  name  of  Jesus  should  be  heard,  read,  and  sung  ;  and  am  sure  that  to  many  it 
would  be  a  sweet  sound,  and  seed  that  may  bring  forth  fruit  a  hundretl  fold. 

'*In  conclusion,  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  thankful  to  the  Almighty  Ood 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  for  the  many  op|>ortunities  for  preaching  the  Word 
of  God  which  have  been  vouchsafed  to  me,  and  I  will  go  on  to  cast  out  the  seed 
in  hope  of  reaping  in  due  time,  trusting  in  the  gracious  promise  of  God,  that  His 
Word  shall  not  return  void.  May  the  Lord  who  has  in  His  providence  placed 
me  here,  and  who  is  able  and  willing  to  do  abundantly  more  than  we. can  ask  or 
think,  pour  out  the  Holy  Spirit  and  give  His  grace  and  wisdom  to  all  who  ars 
engaged  in  making  known  of  His  glory  to  His  ancient  people  IsraeL" 

HUNGARIAN  AND  BOHEMIAN  STUDENTS. 

An  increasing  blessing  from  tho  Lord  has  been  resting  on  tba 
Hungarian  and  Bohemian  candidntes  for  the  ministry,  who  study  for  one 
or  two  Theological  Sessions  in  Scotland.  During  the  pRSt  winter  there 
have  been  six  students,  two  from  Hungary,  and  four  from  Bohemia.  Some 
who  had  come  to  Scotland  with  little  belief  in  the  great  doctrines  of  grace, 
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or  eren  in  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  are  now  for  themselves  believing  in  the 
Bible  with  the  simplicity  of  little  children,  and  witnessing  for  Christ  in 
their  oWn  land.  In  reference  to  the  manifold  ministerial  work  in  which 
Mr.  Szalay,  who  left  Scotland  a  year  ago,  is  now  engaged  in  his  own 
country,  an  eminent  Hungarian  pastor  said,  that  "  he  wished  they  could 
send  to  Scotland  not  four  but  400  candidates  for  the  ministry."  Mr. 
S.  writes  : — "  One  Jew  who  heard  me  twice  was  to-day  at  our  Curator's, 
and  said  that  he  will  pay  into  us  [he  means,  give  a  church  contribution] 
every  year.     Oh  that  God  would  grant  us  many  Jews  really  converted  1 


LADIES'  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  Committee  desire  most  cordially  to  acknowledge  their  great  obli- 
gation in  the  present  as  in  previous  years,  to  the  Ladies'  Associations  in 
Edinburgh,  Olasgow,  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Paisley,  and  elsewhere,  for 
their  earnest  and  prayerful  support  of  the  Mission ;  and  for  their  liberal 
contributions,  especially  in  behalf  of  the  Jewish  Girls  who  occupy  a  most 
iateresting  and  important  place  in  our  Mission  fields.  The  intelligent, 
painstaking,  and  affectionate  interest  taken  in  the  Schools  by  the  ladies 
of  these  Associations  is  a  great  encouragement  and  support  to  the  mis- 
sionaries, to  the  teachers,  and  to  the  scholars ;  and  forms  many  links  of 
connection  between  the  Committee  and  the  Missionary  Schools  that  are 
quite  invaluable. 

PRAYER  FOR  ISRAEL. 

Many  ministers  and  members  of  this  and  other  Churches  remember 
Israel  in  their  prayers  on  their  own  Sabbath,  on  Friday  evening  or 
Saturday  morning ;  and  the  number  of  these  remembrancers,  as  well  as  of 
the  Ministers  who  make  mention  of  Israel  in  the  congregation  at  prayers, 
is  surely. increasing  year  by  year. 

Their  own  great  day  of  annual  supplication,  the  Day  of  Atonement,  on 
the  tenth  day  of  the  seventh  month,  falls  this  year  on  Monday,  8d  October ; 
and  presents  to  us  a  very  special  opportunity  for  asking  that  in  their 
solemn  fast  and  deep  sorrow  their  eyes  may  be  opened  to  see  their  true 
sacrifice.  For  several  years  the  noon  Prayer-meeting  in  our  Assembly 
Ball  has  on  this  day  been  devoted  to  prayer  for  the  conversion  of  the 
Jews,  and  the  attendance  has  been  such  as  to  prove  a  deep  and  growing 
interest  in  God's  ancient  people.  Our  ministers  are  requested  specially  to 
remember  Israel  on  the  preceding  Sabbath  (Oct.  2) ;  and  many  need 
only  to  be  reminded  of  the  day  to  unite  their  prayers  to  those  of  thousands 
for  the  salvation  of  Israel. 

A.  MOODY  STUART,  Convener. 
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APPENDIX, 


Report  of  the  Tetuhcrs  in  Petih  Sot'xJM^ 

Mr.  Ran  rfporU  a»  /o^otrt .' — ^When  the  caU  comes  to  os  to  preaent  oar  reporti 
I  seem  to  see  myself  ■orroanded  by  all  the  Members  of  Committee  sad  honoaied 
tn<>nda,  whose  represeDtatircs  we  are,  and  im  whose  name  we  laboar  in  this 
Mluion  field,  and  seem  to  hear  them  as  they  say,  "Gire  an  aoconnt  of  thy 
stewardship/''  But  abore  all  there  is  the  Omniscient  God,  who  tries  the  keaits 
and  reins,  the  great  children's  friend,  Jesns  Christ,  who  says  to  as  each  flBom- 
iog  anew,  "  Feed  my  lambs.  Lovest  thou  me  ?  Fee«i  my  sheep."  Ye%  it  is 
only  the  love  of  Jesus  Christ  which  gives  strength,  patience,  and  joyful  oovirsge 
for  such  a  work.  **  Yon  must  hare  a  persaasion  of  the  Imth  of  the  gospel 
which  cannot  be  shaken,**  said  a  gentleman  to  me  recently,  ''when  ^o^  do  not 
grow  weary  of  your  work  among  the  Jews."  **  Yes,*'  I  replied,  **  without  soch 
faith  and  without  love  to  the  Saviour  the  work  would  be  a  burden,  not  a  ddigkl** 
But  we  know  assuredly  that  there  is  salvation  in  none  other,  neither  is  there 
any  other  name  given  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved.  We  gather  from 
week  to  week  new  strength  for  our  work  as  we  meet  on  Monday  morning  with 
Mr.  Moody  in  our  hall  for  prayer.  We  pour  out  our  hearts  before  the  Lord, 
bring  unitedly  our  joys  and  sorrows  to  Him,  seek  wisdcNn,  grace,  and  blessing 
for  further  work,  and  give  thanks  for  the  marvellous  mercy  shown  us  in  the 
past.  We  remember  also  the  dear  kind  friends  who  raise  along  with  us  by  their 
prayers  and  supplications  a  wall  of  defence  against  the  enemy.  What  is  more 
natural  than  that  those  who  support  the  Institntion  should  pray  for  those  for 
whom  they  care,  and  that  those  who  are  in  the  work  should  remember  lovingly 
those  who  maintain  it  ?  We  are  thus  united  in  the  great  work  of  bringing  the 
word  of  salvation  to  Israel,  and  of  solving,  as  far  as  it  is  given  to  us  to  do  so,  the 
Jewish  question  in  the  only  right,  the  divine  way.  In  view  of  prevailing  social 
democracy  and  religious  indifference.  Christians  of  all  classes  in  Gennsny, 
desirous  of  railing  a  barrier  against  such  evils,  have  become  persuaded  that  the 
best  means  of  securing  the  godly  upbringing  of  the  young  is  the  xntrodueing  of 
Sunday-schools,  and  so  the  Church  authorities  have  been  recommending  and 
urging  the  establishing  of  such  schools  according  to  the  £nglish  and  American 
system.  That  our  Mission  school  does  exert  an  influence,  and  that  there  is  a 
power  in  its  work  which  is  felt,  is  evident  from  the  way  in  which  it  is  attacked 
by  the  leaders  of  the  Jewish  community.  Our  children  having  been  obliged  to 
go  to  the  Hebrew-Jewish  instruction  provided  for  them,  the  Jewish  teachen.hmve 
made  the  discovery  that  they  have  really  learned  to  look  at  the  Prophets  and 
the  Psalms  in  the  New  Testament  lights  and  that  they  have  an  arqnaintsnfe 
with  and  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  such  as  they  had  not  dreamed  ol  What 
the  feelings  of  the  children  regarding  the  Jewish  instruction  provided  for  them 
are,  is  eWdent  from  the  fact  that  only  5  of  the  44  Jewish  girls  belonging  to  my 
class  have  been  recently  attending  it,  although  I  tell  them  from  time  to  time 
that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  managers  of  the  Jewish  congregation  that  they  should  go, 
as  I  desire  to  avoid  all  appearance  of  standing  in  their  way.  The  prohibition 
regarding  the  Sunday-school  has  also  had  little  effect.  There  has  been  intermp* 
tion  in  consequence  of  sickness,  but  the  opposition  of  the  Jews  has  not  harmed 
us  much,  and  we  trust  that  in  this  department  of  our  work  we  may  not  be 
hindered.  After  the  notice  about  the  Jewish  girl  Stnner  had  appeared  in  the 
newspapers,  I  olMerved  for  a  time  that  some  of  my  girls,  influenced  by  what  they 
heard  at  home,  showed  less  interest  than  usual  in  the  Bible>lesson.  The  Acts 
of  the  Apostles  which  I  am  going  through  this  year  with  my  scholars,  famished 
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excellent  lessons  for  the  time  of  trial.  The  joyful  boldness  of  Peter  and  John, 
their  witness-bearing  in  presence  of  the  Council,  the  glorious  martyrdom  of 
Stephen,  the  wondeHul  conversion  of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  etc.,  made  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  the  hearts  of  many  of  the  children,  and  I  was  myself  filled  with  new 
boldness  to  testify  to  the  truth  among  these  girls.  They  are  from  10  to  14 
years  of  age,  and  are  themselves  thus  able  to  prove  and  judge  what  is  truth. 
The  resisting  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  Stephen  spoke  of,  manifests  itself  also 
here,  I  said,  and  I  was  able  to  make  a  solemn  use  of  such  passives.  A  girl 
remarked  that  God  knew  that  Israel  would  reject  Jesus,  on  which  I  said  that  at 
first  the  Christian  Church  was  composed  of  believers  from  the  midst  of  Israel, 
and  that  each  one  who  rejects  the  Lord's  salvation  now  does  so  at  his  own  peril. 
If  one  is  led  sometimes  to  say,  the  people  are  bent  on  backsliding  (Hosea  xi.  7)f 
one  is  encouraged  again  as  oue  hears  the  Lord's  word  (Hosea  xi  8),  "  How  shall 
I  give  thee  up,  Kphraim  ?  how  shall  I  deliver  thee,  Israel  ?  "  The  Lord  hath  not 
cast  away  his  people.  The  labour  to  which  we  are  called  is  also  part  of  His  work 
of  mercy.  So  we  desire  to  work  on  in  the  Lord's  name,  as  long  as  the  door  to 
Israel  stands  open.  "For  Zion*s  sake  will  I  not  hold  my  peace,  and  for  Jerusa- 
lem's sake  I  will  not  rest,  until  the  righteousuess  thereof  go  forth  as  brightness, 
and  the  salvation  thereof  as  a  lamp  that  bumeth." 

MtM  Knipping  torkea: — **  It  is  a  good  thing  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord,"  and 
this  must  be,  even  at  a  time  when  the  devices  and  plans  of  those  who  seek  to 
overthrow  our  work  make  us  afraid,  the  key-note  of  our  reports ;  it  must  be  so 
even  though  some  of  us  personally  have  been  passing  through  trouble  and 
sorrow.  Yes,  we  desire  to  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  that  He  hath  permitted 
us  hitherto  to  speak  freely  to  the  children  of  Him  who  is  indeed  despised  and 
rejected  by  their  rulers,  and  yet  whose  word  is  feared  by  these  rulers  as  the 
power  of  God,  on  which  account  they  desire  to  keep  it  from  them.  These  rulers 
are  sore  displeased,  as  of  old,  when  they  hear  the  children  sing  Hosaona, 
and  they  turn  now  to  those  in  authority,  saying,  "  Forbid  them  1  Hear  ye  not 
what  these  say  ?  '*    0  that  a  Christian  Government  might  not  yield  to  them  I 

0  that  it  might  not  consent  to  hinder  that  which  alone  can  e£fectually  solve  the 
Jewish  question,  and  thus  deliver  from  the  Jews,  who  are  feared  and  hated  1  It 
would  be  to  its  own  detriment  if  it  did.  We  trust  that  our  children  may  still 
be  witnesses  of  the  truth  in  presence  of  the  Rabbis,  as  was  the  case  again  three 
weeks  ago.  Both  Habbis  appeared  at  the  Hebrew  lesson  in  the  temple  building 
where  the  children  of  my  class  were  being  instructed,  and  prohibited  them  from 
attending  our  Sunday-school:  they  were  Jews,  they  said,  and  had  their  own 
religious  observances,  the  Christians  did  not  come  to  them.  "  But  we  are  coming 
notwithstanding,"  said  many  of  my  children,  smiling  as  they  told  me  this. 
And  one  of  my  little  girls,  who  is  never  absent,  then  said,  smiling  also  as  she 
spoke  :  "Just  think,  the  Rabbi  asked  me  what  it  was  that  attracted  us  to  the 
Sunday-school,  and  I  said  to  him.  We  go  to  hear  the  Word  of  God.  On  this 
he  said  angrily  that  we  ought  not  to  go,  and  inquired  particularly  where  we 
were,  what  lesson  we  had  reached  at  school  in  the  Kew  Testament,  and  what 
lesson  in  the  Old,  and  then  one  of  us  had  to  write  out  for  him  two  evening 
prayers  which  we  had  learned."  These  two  prayers  were :  **  Spread  thy  wings 
over  us,  0  Jesus,"  and  **  Weary  I  am  and  go  to  rest."  What  the  Rabbis  intend 
to  do  with  these  prayers  we  do  not  yet  know.  Doubtless  the  second  line  of  the 
first  one,  and  the  words  in  the  second,  **  Remove  all  evil  in  mercy  through  the 
blood  of  Jesus,'*  will  be  adduced  to  prove  that  Jewish  children  are  taught  by  us 
things  which  it  is  not  suitable  that  they  should  learn.  Would  that  the  words  of 
these  evening-prayers  might  in  some  quiet  evening  hour  come  into  the  minds  of  the 
Rabbis  themselves,  and  give  them  no  rest  until  they  themselves  find  redemption 
through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  !  I  did  not  allow  the  children  to  tell  me  more  of 
what  had  been  said,  but  I  just  asked  one  of  them  what  the  reason  would  be  that 
the  Rabbi  was  thus  forbidding  them  to  hear  about  Jesus.  **  Oh,"  she  said,  **  Satan 
drives  him  to  it,"  and  she  said  it  with  such  concern  and  such  earnestness,  that 

1  wished  he  had  himself  heard  it.  That  was  the  girl  who  along  with  her  sister 
has  such  a  desire  to  attend  the  Sunday-school,  but  is  forbidden  by  her  father. 
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She  expressed  her  sorrow  about  this  again,  and  told  a  oompanion,  i 
Christian  child,  about  it.  That  child  happened  to  see  the  father  one  dj 
entreated  him  so  urgently,  that  he  yielded,  and  allowed  his  children  tc 
again,  but  it  was  only  for  once.  We  have  not  as  yet  observ^ed  that  the  • 
religious  instruction  has  had  any  marked  influence  on  the  childreo  ;  it 
appears  that  since  they  began  to  go  to  it,  they  value  the  truth  more;  fo 
see  the  difference.  At  first  the  Jewish  teacher  endeaTonred  to  persuade 
that  there  was  no  hell  and  no  devil,  but  they  lost  respect  for  him  whei 
heard  him  tell  them  that ;  it  was  enough  to  make  him  lose  all  influene 
them.  May  He  who  has  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  earth  fill  our  heart 
love  to  Israel,  and  make  us  faithful  in  our  work,  and  say  to  His  enemie 
authority  :  "  Suffer  the  children  to  come  unto  me^  and  forbid  them  nat» 
such  is  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven.*' 

Jifiss  Jii&ller  unites : — Called  again  to  give  an  account  of  the  work  in  my  < 
feel  that  it  is  not  quite  easy  to  do  so,  for  the  work  is  in  the  main  the  sanu 
year  to  year,  and  of  one's  experiences  among  the  little  ones,  the  joys  and  sc 
of  one's  labours  in  detail,  it  is  only  an  imperfect  picture  that  one  can  prei 
a  letter.  My  class  numbers  85  children.  Among  these  there  are  many  wi 
only  hear  the  Word  of  God  with  earnest  attention,  but  seem  also  to  have  m 
it.  It  seems  as  if  many  were  really  so  near  the  kingdom  of  God ;  thej 
such  clear  apprehension  of  the  way  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ,  and  i 
willing  to  give  themselves  wholly  up  to  Jesus,  and  to  pray,  *' Wash  mel 
may  be  whiter  than  snow."  But  alas  I  they  are  exposed  also  to  other  infin 
The  case  of  the  poor  children  is  very  hard  this  year,  harder  than  before,  fi 
Jews,  led  by  their  Rabbi,  are  now  making  greater  efforts  than  ever  befc 
counteract  and  overturn  our  work.  The  Lord  grants  us  tokens  of  His  s 
evidence  that  He  is  with  us,  and  that  the  work  done  in  His  name  is  not  in 
We  see  this  in  the  case  of  a  young  Jewish  girl,  who  attended  formerly  <»a 
ing  class,  and  comes  to  church  now  and  again  as  she  has  opportunity.  Shei 
often  to  see  Miss  Elnipping  and  myself.  We  are  always  glad  to  see  her ;  A 
dear  child,  she  loves  the  gospel,  and  it  is  her  deep  conviction  that  it  is  oi 
Jesus  that  one  can  find  life  and  blessedness.  When  she  last  came  to  • 
Miss  Knipping  spoke  seriously  and  frankly  with  her.  Begard  for  rdi 
hinders  her,  as  it  does  so  many  others,  from  making  public  profession  c 
faith  in  Jesus.  We  trust  that  her  love  to  the  Saviour  may  so  grow  that  i 
overcome  all  that  hinders.  May  the  love  of  our  faithful  Lord  so  take  hold  < 
hearts  of  the  children,  that  none  of  them  will  be  lost,  but  all  gathered  ill 
good  Shepherd's  fold. 

Mr.  Afcuig  writes : — They  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  sire 
for  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint.  The  truth  of  this  promise  ia  realised  I 
who  lift  up  their  eyes  to  the  hills  whence  cometh  our  help.  It  has  ever  bst 
experience  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath  upheld  and  led  us,  but  we  ban 
recently  more  abundant  cause  to  observe  and  recognise  this.  The  work  < 
structing  and  educating  which  is  committed  to  us  is  such,  that  we  can  aoooa 
it  aright  only  if  we  have  daily  help  and  guidance  from  the  Lord.  We  an  c 
to  teach  the  children  not  only  earthly  but  also  heavenly  wisdom.  They  a 
be  educated  not  only  that  they  may  be  good  citizens  here,  bat  traaaed  tk 
the  citizenship  of  heaven.  The  heavenly  training  is  the  Lord's  own  work,  k 
is  oars  to  direct  the  lambs  to  the  Great  Shepherd.  The  work  has  besa  oi 
on,  as  the  Lord  gave  us  opportunity  and  grace  during  the  past  year,  sad  I 
Christian  and  Jewish  children  have  heard  the  message  of  salvation.  WiB 
seed  sown  take  root,  spring  up,  and  bear  fruit  ?  This  is  a  qnestioB  whieh  I< 
put  to  myself,  when  I  see  the  love  which  the  children  have  tor  the  Wofd  of  ( 
But  it  is  the  Lord  alone  who  can  give  the  increase,  and  I  can  only  pny  v^} 
that  the  Lord  will  cause  the  fruit  to  ripen  in  ita  season.  It  ia  often  mj  ^ 
see  the  fruit,  but  I  would  not  prescribe  to  the  Lord,  but  would  give  thsibt 
He  hath  permitted  us  hitherto  to  proclaim  His  name  freely  to  the  chiUrMi  '- 
efforts  which  the  Jewa  ar«  making  now  anew  to  disturb  mad  hindBTMrv 
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can,  I  am  pennaded,  have  mxcoess  only  in  so  far  at  He  permitB  it.  These  attacks 
lead  us  to  place  our  confidence  more  fully  in  Him,  and  we  desire  to  labour 
according  to  His*  injunction.  Work  while  it  is  csJled  to-day.  We  are  still 
permitted  to  instruct  the  children  for  an  hour  daily  from  the  Scriptures,  we  are 
still  permitted  to  pnt  the  Bible  into  their  hands  ;  but  it  is  just  on  these  two 
points  that  we  are  attacked.  In  the  case  of  two  of  my  scholars  the  parents 
refused  at  first  to  purchase  Bibles ;  their  children,  they  said,  did  not  require 
Bibles.  They  yielded,  however,  afterwards,  and  there  has  been  no  further 
opposition,  and  the  boys  have  been  learning  their  Bible-lessons  at  home  and  in 
the  school  to  my  satisfaction.  In  another  case  a  father  sent  me  a  message  that 
he  had  no  money  to  buy  a  Bible  for  his  boy,  and  that  his  boy  did  not  require  one, 
but  after  some  time  had  elapsed,  without  any  compulsion  on  my  part,  he  bought 
a  German  copy  for  his  son,  and  a  Hungarian  copy  for  himself.  May  the  Lord 
bless  His  word  to  parents  and  children,  and  grant  that  it  may  still  have  access 
freely  to  many  hearts.  According  to  the  new  arrangement  and  division  of 
classes,  the  boys  of  the  third  and  fourth  year  have  been  given  to  me.  My 
scholars,  however,  for  the  present,  are  mostly  of  the  third  year.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season,  I  had  77  on  my  roll ;  of  these,  two  have  left  Of  the  two 
who  left,  one  had  to  leave  the  city,  the  other  was  removed  from  religions  motives. 
Of  the  76  now  on  the  roll,  35  are  Jewish,  31  Eoman  Catholic,  6  Lutheran,  and 
3  Reformed.  In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  authorities,  we  are  intro- 
ducing Hungarian  as  the  language  of  instruction,  and  this  causes  difficulty  both 
to  teacher  and  scholars.  It  will  gradually,  however,  become  easier.  We 
commend  our  work  to  the  Lord,  who  has  helped  us  hitherto.  May  He  prosper 
the  work,  and  grant  that  it  may  be  fruitful  to  the  glory  of  His  name. 

Mr.  Bu88  tmtes;— For  the  school  year  1880-81,  63  boys  were  enrolled  for  my 
class,  7  of  these  being  Protestant,  30  Jewish,  and  26  Roman  Catholic     In 
former  years  I  had  often  above  100  in  my  class  ;  I  have  not  so  many  now,  in 
consequence  of  the  new  arrangement  which  took  effect  in  autumn  at  the  re- 
opening of  the  school.     As  regards  the  instruction,  we  have  complied  as  far  as 
possible  with  the  wishes  and  demands  of  the  authorities  with  reference  to  the  use 
of  the  Hungarian  language.     The  Bible-lesson  is  given  in  German ;  the  other 
lessons,  however,  in  Hungarian.     Besides  the  New  Testament  passages  usually 
taken  at  special  seasons,  I  have  had  this  year  a  portion  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles.     The  Book  of  Acts  funiishes  most  interesting  matter  for  the  Jewish 
children.     The  strongholds  of  the  Jews  are  attacked,  and  the  doctrines  of  the 
gospel  and  the  way  of  salvation  set  forth  clearly.     The  boys,  many  of  whom  are 
thirteen  or  fourteen  years  of  age,  are  quite  able  to  understand  what  it  was  that 
took  place  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  Peter  said,  "  Ye  men  of  Israel,  hear  these 
words,"  and  when  tiiose  who  heard  not  only  with  their  ears,  but  also  with  their 
hearts,  were  converted  and  baptized,  and  the  same  day  there  were  added  to  the 
number  of  the  disciples  about  3000  souls.     Peter  confessed  without  fear  before 
the  Council  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth  whom  they  had  crucified  and  whom  God  had 
raised  from  the  dead,  was  the  stone  rejected  by  the  builders,  but  now  made  the 
head  stone  of  the  corner,  and  that  there  was  not  salvation  in  any  other.     They 
can  quite  understand  again  what  it  was  that  the  martyr  Stephen  meant  when  he 
addressed  the  people  as  being  uncircumcised  in  heart  and  ears,  and  chained  them 
with  resisting  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  what  it  was  again  that  took  place  when  the 
Ethiopian  said  to  Philip,  '<See,  here  is  water,  what  doth  hinder  me  to  be 
baptized?"  and  Philip  answered,  "If  thou  believest  with  all  thy  heart  thou 
mayest  I  **    They  can  quite  comprehend  all,  and  yet  it  seems  to  me  sometimes  as 
if  something  were  pressing  upon  and  restraining  them,  so  that  they  cannot  give 
free  expression  to  their  feelings  as  formerly.     From  the  time  that  they  were 
obliged  to  go  to  their  Jewish  teachers  also  a  certain  difference  has  been  observ- 
able, for  every  effort  is  made  on  the  other  side  to  destroy  what  has  been 
implanted  through  the  teaching  in  our  schooL    In  former  years  we  had  difficulties 
in  special  cases,  but  there  was  no  general  systematic  opposition  as  there  is  now. 
I  cannot  by  any  means  say  that  there  are  boys  who  will  not  leam  the  New 
Testament  lessons ;  they  do  so,  but  it  seems  to  me  often,  when  we  are  speaking 
9  D 
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of  the  mo8t  important  truths,  ai  if  they  would  My,  "It  is  not  ao,  we  knov 
better."  A  boy  said  to  me  the  other  day  that  the  promised  Meaaiah  waa  EUjah, 
that  he  wonld  come,  and  that  they  were  waiting  for  him.  We  are  afraid  of  what 
may  come,  bnt  are  not  in  diapair.  We  pray  unitedly  for  Israel,  we  pray  in  oar 
classea  with  Israel,  and  the  Lord  who  hath  begun  the  good  work  wiU  carry  it 
out,  and  redeem  Israel  from  all  iniquity.  May  He  grant  that  the  d*y  of  redemp- 
tion may  speedily  dawn. 

Mr.  /.  Victor^  after  giving  some  statistical  details  regarding  his  class,  writes : — 
I  have  some  Jewish  children,  in  dealing  with  whom  I  observe  that  they  and  their 
parents  are  not  indifferent  to  the  religious  instruction  given  in  the  schooL  One 
can  see  that  they  have  been  taught  to  cling  to  the  faith  of  their  fathers.  It  has 
encouraged  me  greatly,  however,  to  observe  that  just  in  the  case  of  these  chil- 
dren the  word  of  Gk>d  has  made  an  impression.  I  have  noticed  how  they  were 
thinking  about  what  they  had  heard,  and  not  taking  it  merely  as  a  lesson  which 
they  had  to  learn  for  the  school,  and  with  which  &ey  had  nothing  more  to  do. 
I  trust  that  the  good  seed  sown  may  not  be  choked  by  the  tares  sown  by  the 
enemy.  The  religious  instruction  provided  by  the  Jews  has  not  matenally 
affected  my  class.  Of  29  Jewish  children,  only  4  or  5  go,  and  these,  as  I  hear, 
have  only  been  learning  Hebrew  reading.  With  regard  to  the  most  of  the  other 
children,  I  can  say  that  they  grow  in  the  knowledge  of  Bible  truth.  They  come 
gladly  also  to  the  Sunday-school.  During  the  period  when  the  Sunday-school 
work  was  interrupted,  they  were  in  the  habit  of  asking  regularly  on  Friday, 
**  WiU  there  be  no  Sunday-school  next  Sunday?"  In  our  own  strength  we  can 
truly  do  nothing  ;  all  that  we  do  is  imperfect ;  the  will  is  present  with  us,  bnt 
often  the  power  to  do  is  wanting,  liay  the  Lord  Himself  give  us  power  for  the 
work,  and  out  of  the  months  of  these  little  ones  may  He  perfect  praise ! 


No.  X. 


^xtt  €\inxcl^  of  Sc0tIanlr. 


REPORT 


OF 


CHURCH   AND   MANSE   BUILDING  COMMITTEE. 


MAY  1881. 


The  deliverance  of  last  General  Assembly  autborised  the  Committee, 
if  they  saw  cause,  instead  of  distributing  the  Fund  placed  at  their 
disposal  in  equal  portions  between  Orants  for  Churches  and  Manses,  to 
allocate  a  larger  sum  than  one-half  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  Manses. 
The  Committee  have  availed  themselves  of  this  permission,  and  have  set 
apart  £1100  for  Grants  to  Manses,  and  £890  for  Grants  to  aid  in  the 
repair  and  alteration  of  Churches,  which  together  constitute  the  whole 
amount  realised  by  the  collection.  From  these  sums  there  fall  to  be 
deducted  various  items  of  expense,  so  that  the  Committee  have  been 
enabled  only  to  pass  Grants  for  Manses  to  the  amount  of  £940,  and  for 
Churches  to  the  amount  of  £790. 

In  the  practice  of  the  Committee  the  Grants  for  Churches  have  been 
made  more  elastic  than  in  the  case  of  Manses.  The  former  class  of 
Orants  have  been  made  larger  or  smaller  according  to  the  claims  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee,  and  the  amount  of  available  funds,  while  in 
the  latter  class,  unless  in  very  exceptional  circumstances,  the  Grants  have 
been  uniformly  £100,  and  the  Committee  have  seen  no  reason  to  alter 
this  method  of  distribution.  The  Grants  for  Manses  daring  the  past 
year,  and,  indeed,  in  former  years,  have  been  in  cases  where  no  Grant 
bad  previously  been  given,  and  hence  for  Manses  where  none  had  existed 
before.  The  Committee  regarded  these  cases  as  having  a  preferable  claim, 
and  have  aeted  accordingly.  But  these  claims  have  exhausted  the  fund 
at  their  disposal,  and  they  have  been  obliged  to  refuse  several  claims  of  a 
very  urgent  character,  where,  by  the  removal  of  the  locality  of  the 
Churches,  and  from  other  causes,  new  Manses  have  had  to  be  built,  for 
the  erection  of  which  the  Committee  have  been  unable  to  give  any  assist- 
ance. There  have  been  also  numerous  claims  for  extensive  repairs  and 
enlargement  of  Manses,  which  the  Committee  have  been  constrained  to 
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decline.     They  have  allocated  small  Grants  in  almost  every  case  for  the 
expense  of  altering  aud  repairing  Churches. 

The  Grants  made  by  the  Committee  during  the  year  have  been  as 

follows  : — 

L — For  Alterations  and  Repairs  on  Churches, 


Bowden, . 

£20 

0 

0 

Leswalt,    . 

£10 

0 

0 

KilcbrennaD,  . 

20 

0 

0 

Kilbrandon, 

15 

0 

0 

Fordyce, 

30 

0 

0 

Newton-Stewart, 

20 

0 

0 

Strathaird, 

30 

0 

0 

Fleasance,  Edinburgh,       40 

0 

0 

Cockbumspaih, 

20 

0 

0 

Largs, 

20 

0 

0 

Old  Aberdeen, 

40 

0 

0 

Nigg, 

30 

0 

0 

Ardow,   .         . 

20 

0 

0 

Norrieston, 

20 

0 

0 

Ardersier, 

20 

0 

0 

Dnlrinish, 

20 

0 

0 

Inch, 

20 

0 

0 

Tarland,   . 

20 

0 

0 

St.  Colomba's,  Gova 

kn,     50 

0 

0 

Fetlar,      . 

20 

0 

0 

Whitevale,  Glasgow 

50 

0 

0 

Kilmalie, . 

20 

0 

0 

A  Ives,     . 

40 

0 

0 

Temple,    . 

30 

0 

0 

Morven,  . 

20 

0 

0 

Argyle,  Glasgow, 

40 

0 

0 

Kinlochbervie, 

30 

0 

0 

Loanhead, 

30 

0 

0 

Tongue,  . 

30 

0 

0 

Bemera,   . 

25 

0 

0 

liochcarron,     . 

20 

0 

0 

Of  these  Grants,  £305  are,  at  the  date  of  this  Report,  unpaid. 


II. — For  Manses. 


NitohiU, 

£100 

0 

0 

Melness, 

£100 

0 

0 

Glenmorriaton, 

100 

0 

0 

Temple,  , 

60 

0 

0 

Dyce,   . 

100 

0 

0 

Sanday  Station, 

40 

0 

0 

Cleland, 

100 

0 

0 

Walls  Station, 

40 

0 

0 

Baillieston,    . 

100 

0 

0 

Kilfinnan, 

50 

0 

0 

Unst,  2d  Church,  . 

100 

0 

0 

Portnahaven,  . 

50 

0 

0 

Of  these  Grants,  £500  are,  at  the  date  of  this  Report,  unpaid. 

A  glance  at  these  items  will  make  it  at  once  apparent  how  very  inade- 
quate the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  are  to  meet  the 
urgent  claims  for  Church  and  Manse  Building.  The  largest  Grants  given, 
£100  for  Manses,  do  not  probably  exceed  one-tenth  of  the  sum  that  must 
be  expended  in  their  erection,  and  the  claims  for  aid,  almost  without 
exception,  come  from  congregations  composed  of  people  who  earn  their 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow.  When  the  Manse  Fund  was  instituted, 
the  aid  given  from  it  amounted  to  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  cost 
of  erection  in  almost  all  cases,  and  now  when  Manses  have  to  be  built, 
almost  always  by  a  much  poorer  class  of  people,  only  a  tenth  part  of  the 
cost  is  given.  But  there  are  besides,  as  the  Committee  have  indicated, 
numerous  cases  in  which  new  Manses  have  to  be  built,  and  cases  in  which 
costly  repairs  and  changes  have  to  be  made,  and  the  claims  of  these  for 
aid  the  Committee  are  obliged,  however  painfully  and  reluotantly,  alto- 
gether to  disregard. 

And  what  is  true  of  Manses  is  almost  equally  true  of-  Churches.  In 
former  days  the  Church  Building  Fund  was  in  a  position  to  affi)rd  OranU 
amounting  to  about  one-fourth  part  of  the  cost  of  erection ;  but  now  the 
case  is  deplorably  different     The  Committee,  indeed,  in  virtue  of  the 
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Operation  of  the  Ghnrch  Extension  Building  Fnnd,  bave  been  freed  from 
all  claims  for  aid  in  the  erection  of  new  Churches.  Bat,  after  the  lapse  of 
well-nigh  fortj  years,  very  many  of  the  Churches  which  were  built  at 
the  smallest  possible  cost,  have  got  into  such  a  state  of  dilapidation  as  to 
require  repairs,  often  well-nigh  equivalent  to  rebnilding,  and  the  Com- 
mittee can  afford  extremely  little  aid  in  accomplishing  the  necessary 
work. 

It  would  be  a  singular  benefit  to  a  large  class  of  the  most  needy  con- 
gregations of  the  Free  Church,  if,  as  the  fruit  of  this  Biennial  Collection, 
a  sura  of  at  least  three  times  the  amount  which  the  last  collection  yielded 
were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee. 

Before  closing  their  Report,  the  Committee  desire  to  call  renewed 
attention  to  the  matter  of  titles.  It  comes  within  their  knowledge,  in 
paying  Grants,  that  these  are  by  no  means  in  a  perfectly  satisfactory 
state.  In  some  cases  the  titles  have  been  found  amissing,  and  in  other 
cases  it  is  believed  that,  if  suitable  means  were  used,  more  satisfactory 
titles  could  be  obtained  than  at  one  time  it  was  possible  to  secure.  In 
concert  with  the  Custodier  of  Titles,  the  Committee  hope,  where  titles 
have  been  lost,  to  get  them  renewed ;  where  they  are  unsatisfactory,  to  get 
them  amended,  and  to  have  them  all  lodged  for  safe  keeping  in  the  hands 
of  the  Custodier. 

WILLIAM  WILSON,  Joint-Convener. 
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APPENDIX, 


No.L 

ABSTRACT  of  the  ACCOUNT  or  the  OHURGH BUILDING  Fl 

FOE  THE  Year  ending  31bt  March  1881. 

CHA&G& 

L  Balance  of  Funds  at  31st  March  1880,                                    .  £522 
II.  Contribations  during  the  year,  yiz..  Proportion  of  Collection 

of  Church  and  Manse  Fnnd,         ....  787 

III.  Interest  accrued,       ......  5 

Amoctnt  of  Charge,         £1315 


DISCHARGE. 

I.  Granti 

1  paid — 

1. 

Portnahaven,    . 

£40 

0 

0 

2. 

Altnaharra, 

60 

0 

0 

3.  Tarland, 

20 

0 

0 

4.  Old  Aberdeen, 

40 

0 

0 

6. 

Glasgow — Whitevale,  . 

20 

0 

0 

6. 

Alves,  . 

40 

0 

0 

7. 

Govan — St.  Columba's, 

50 

0 

0 

8. 

Newton-Stewart, 

20 

0 

0 

9. 

Cockburnspath, 

20 

0 

0 

10. 

Lochcarron, 

20 

0 

0 

11. 

Ardersier,         .             .         '    . 

20 

0 

0 

12. 

Bowden, 

20 

0 

0 

13. 

Leswalt, 

10 

0 

0 

14. 

Inch,    . 

20 

0 

0 

15. 

Ardow, 

20 

0 

0 

16. 

Strathaird, 

30 

0 

0 

17. 

Kilbrandon, 

15 

0 

0 

18. 

Korrieston, 

20 

0 

0 

19. 

Edinburgh — Pleasance, 

40 

0 

0 

20. 

Fetlar, 

10 

0 

0 

21. 

Tongue, 

30 

0 

0 

22. 

Morten, 

10 

0 

0 

23. 

Kilmallie, 

20 

0 

0 

11.  Expenses — 

1. 

General  Charges    for    Assembly 

an^ 

I 

Treasurer's  Office, 

£61 

0 

0 

2. 

Printing  Report,  etc.  (one-half), 

7 

1 

0 

3. 

Custodier  of  Tities  and  Revising  Deeds, 

) 

etc.  (one-half). 

« 

27 

4 

0 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  at  Slst  March  1681, 


£595 


95 


£690 


Sum  of  DiscHAXias,       £1315 
*  This  sum  will  be  exhaiuted  on  the  payment  of  the  Onuitt 


z. 


APPENDIX  TO  REPORT  OF  THE  BUILDINGS  COMMITTEE. 


No.  II. 

ABSTRACT  of  the  ACCOUNT  of  the  MANSE  BUJLDINO-FUND 

FOR  Year  to  31st  March  1881. 


CHARGE. 

I.  Balance  of  Funds  at  dlst  March  1880, 
II.  ContribotionB  daring  year,  vix.,  Proportion  of  Collection 
for  Church  and  Manse  Fund,        .... 
III.  Interest  accrued,      ...... 


£632  U     8 

1100    0    0 
5     9    4 


Amouivt 

OF  Charoi, 

£1738 

4 

0 

DISCHARGE. 

I.  Grants  paid — 

1.  West  Calder,    .... 

£100 

0 

0 

2.  Falkland, 

3.  Shettlestone,    . 

■ 
• 

»                             i 

■                              1 

100 
100 

0 
0 

0 
0 

4.    "BTilfinnMiy^ 

6.  Portnahaven,    . 

>                               1 

1 
1 

60 
50 

0 
0 

0 
0 

6.  Temple, 

7.  Glenmorriston, 

8.  Walls,  Orkney, 

9.  Cleland, 

■ 

■ 
» 
■ 

60 
100 

40 
100 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

1 
£700 

0 

0 

II.  Expenses — 

V 

\f 

1.  General  Charges,  Assembly  and  Trea- 

surer's Office, 

2.  Printing  Report  (one-half), 

3.  Custodier  of  Titles  and  Revising  Deeds 

£61 

1 

0 
14 

0 
9 

(one-half),      .... 

15 

13 

0 

78 
£778 

7 

o 

V 

7 

9 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands  at  31st . 

biarch  1881, 

DlfiOHABOl, 

•969 

16 

3 

Amount  of 

£1738 

4 

0 

*  This  sum  will  be  exhausted  on  the  payment  of  the  Grant  outstanding. 
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^nt  €l^ntt\i  af  Srotlantr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


FOR   THE 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  FUND  RAISED  FOR 


THE  PRE-DISRUPTION  MINISTERS. 


MAY  1881. 


The  Committee  beg  respectfully  to  report  that  the  amount  of  the  Fund 
placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  year  1880-81  was  as  follows,  namely : — 

Ohorch-door  Ck>Uection8  ooatributed  hy  CongregatioM,  .  £2,030  16     9 

DonatioDSy  Legacies,  etc., 313  15     3 

Interest, 1  12    6 

Together,        £2,346    3    6 

Daring  the  past  year  the  Funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee 
have  enabled  it  to  make  a  little  further  progress  toward  equalising  the 
Grants  to  all  the  Ministers  of  the  Disruption.  It  has  made  up  the 
Stipends  of  Parochial  Ministers  still  in  full  charges  to  £200,  and  of 
quoad  tacra  Ministers  to  £190,  and  given  Grants  of  £40  and  £30 
respectively  to  those  having  Colleagues  or  emeriti.  Before  striking  the 
payments  to  those  in  full  charges,  an  Equal  Dividend  of  £153,  Congrega- 
tional Supplements,  and  Grants  from  Trusts  have  been  taken  into  view. 

As  usual,  detailed  lists  of  the  Grants  for  the  year  are  appended,  and 
the  following  is  an  Abstract  of  the  Discharge  side  of  the  Account : — 
11 
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i^rMOtM  to  aukft  ap  U>  t^jf}  the  S^ussdi  ol  Vrt-Vrts^tiz 
MnaHi^n  vW  lidt  Ftr^jthsal  C^vg«s  lad  are  Kiii:  ■ 
duvure,  Mf^x^'Lii^  to  detail^  List  ia  Apf«Btiix  Xa  1, 

I/;$to  to  Pre-  Div::xA^.tt  Farr^r f  *.'  >Li£.:s&efB  viM>  karc 
and  hfUK^trnta^  ar  are  eam^rdi,  Ay^^eadkE.  Xo.  2^ 

f>itW  to  *fwxid  ¥irra  M:r.;rt»n,  to  uke  ap  tlxsr  Sifpesids  to 
£lC^i  wiiea  ia  foil  ^larg^a,  aAi  of  £30  to  tJboae  ^Jirii^ 
CoQcagSita,  or  em^srHUi,  Aypeodix  Xo.  3,     .         .         .         . 

Ditto  dpecttl  Ca«e, 

Total  Giaata. 


Kalaaee  orcrexpeodod. 


£47* 

S 

7M 

0 

40 

4 
0 

85 

11 

£2,348 

11 
5 

£2.348 

3 

( 

The  amoaat  of  Granto,  as  in  the  aboTe  Abstract,  is  lai^ger  than  ih* 
amoont  tn  the  Acooonts  of  the  Church,  and  the  balance  is  difiisc&i,  owin^ 
to  delay  in  presenting  some  of  this  year's  orden. 

There  is  no  Sorplos  to  hand  orer  to  the  Aged  and  Infirm  IGnisieis' 

Fand. 

WHXIAH  WOOD, 

EbiSBVHOUy  9tk  May  ISSI. 
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APPENDIX. 

1.    QRA1IT8  TO  PBE-DISBVPTIOR  MIMISTBB8  IM  FULL  0HASOB8  WHO 
LSFT  PAROCHIAL  CHARGES,  MAMXLY  : — 


Andrew  Urquhart, . 

Portpatrick, 

A.  Stewart^ 

Killin, 

James  Carment, 

Comrie,   . 

John  R.  Omond, 

Monaie,    . 

William  Oikton,     . 

Cantock,  . 

G.  F.  Knight, 

East  Wemyes, 

John  Mnrray, 

i                 Ahdie, 

James  W.  Taylor,  . 

Flisk, 

Waher  Wood, 

Elie, 

Inckiding  allowance 

for  want  of  a  Manse. 

D.  S.  FergoBon, 

Straohan, 

Alexander  Fraaer,  . 

Kirkhill, . 

Alexakider  Gnnn,    . 

Watten,   . 

John  Ingram, 

Unst, 

£22 

0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

11 

11 

9 

27 

0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

83 

12 

6 

47 

0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

23 

16 

5 

47 

0 

0 

47 

0 

0 

£47»    0     8 


2.    QAAMTB  TO  PBE-DISRUPTION  PAROCHIAL  MINISTERS  WITH  COLLEAGUES 

AND  SUCCESSORS,  OR  SMERITL 


George  Orr,    . 

Alex.  Keith,  Junr., 

John  Ferguson, 

Simon  Fnser, 

Robert  Kinnear,     . 

W.  Mackenzie, 

John  Thomson, 

Robert  Smith,  Missionary, 

Alexander  Gumming, 

John  Thomson, 

John  Ainslie^  D.D^ 

Walter  MaoGilvray,  D.D 

James  Dmmmond, . 

David  Dewar, 

J.  F.  M'Lachlan,    . 

Geoige  TnHoch, 

Alex.  Spenoe,  D.D., 

Alexander  M'Watt, 

James  McDonald,    . 


Symington, 
St.  Cyrus, 
Bridge  of  Allan 


Fortrose, . 
Moffist,     . 
North  Leith, 
Aberdeen, 
Pesth, 
Glasgow, . 
Prestonkirk, 
St.  Andrews, 
Aberdeen, 
Forgandeony, 
BeUie,      . 
Cawdor,  . 
EddraohiUis, 
Aberdeen, 
Rothesi    . 
Urray, 


£40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

£60 

0 

0 
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3.    GRANTS  TO  PRE-DI8RUPT10N   QUOAD  SACRA   HINISTER8  TO  BRING  UP 
STIPENDS   TO  £190,  AND  OF  £30  TO  THOSE  HAVING  COLLEAGO 

EMERITI. 


John  Montgomerie  (C),  . 

Innerleithen, 

£30 

John  Fairbaim  (C), 

Greenlaw, 

30 

Thomas  Wright  (C), 

Swinton, 

30 

David  WilBon, 

Fullerton, 

29 

John  Gemmel  ((7),  . 

Fkiriie,    • 

30 

Neill  Brodie,  .         .         .         . 

Pollockshaws,  . 

28 

Alezandir  Rankine, 

Strathaven, 

37 

William  Alexander, 

Duntocher, 

23 

Colin  M*Kenzie  (C), 

Arrochar, 

30 

William  Lauder, 

Strachvr, 

37 

James  Pearson, 

Kilmeny, 

27 

Donald  M'Vean,     . 

lona, 

37 

John  Wright  (i),    . 

Alloa, 

30 

William  Watt, 

NorriestoQ, 

30 

Alexander  M'Kinnon  (C), 

Strathtillan,     . 

30 

Thomas  Gnnn  (C), . 

Madderty, 

30 

C.  Marshal]  (0),      .        .        . 

Dunfermline, 

30 

Alexander  MTherson,    . 

Meigle,     . 

37 

W.  R.  Moncur, 

Uff, 

30 

Dayid  Paton, . 

Fettercaim, 

33 

John  Longmuir,  LL,D.,  . 

Aberdeen, 

37 

His  supplement  is  in  liou 

of  Manse  rent. 

Robert  Shanks  (C), 

Buckie,    . 

30 

Farquhar  Macrae  (C),     . 

Knockbain, 

30 

James  Yuill,  .         .        .         . 

Peterhead, 

30 

Darid  Waters, 

Burghead, 

30 

Gustavus  Aird, 

Creich,     . 

87 

Norman  M'Leod,    . 

North  Uist,      . 

37 

Charles  Stewart, 

Fort-William, 

14 

A.  S.  Paterson  (C), 

Hutchesontowi 

L> 

30 

James  Finlay, 

Candachie, 

30 

William  Cousin, 

Melrose,  . 

30 

Andrew  Noble, 

London,  . 

30 

£384 

4.    BPSCIAL  CASS  BAKCtlONSD  BY  THB  OINXRAL  ASSXXBLY  Of  1880. 

J.  C.  Dunlop,         ....        Ireland,   ....     iM 


COMMITTEE. 


REV.  D.  THORBURN,  M.A. 
REV.  JOHN  MURRAY. 
REV.  JAMES  BEGG,  D.D. 
REV.  ROBERT  RAINY,  D.D. 
REV.  JOHN  R.  OMOND. 
REV.  A.  A.  BONAR,  D.D. 
REV.  G.  R.  DAVIDSON,  D.D. 
REV.  J.  ADAM,  D.D. 


WILLIAM  KIDSTOK,  J^ 
COLONEL  TOUNQ. 
P.  D.  SWAN,  Bbq. 
WILLIAM  WOOD,  le^ 
ANDERSON  KIBKWOOftl 
LL.D. 

DAVID  UACLAOAK,  B» 


No.  XII. 


jfrtje    €^nxc\(    ai    Srotlanltr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON 


ASSEMBLY  AEEANGEMENTS 


MAY   1881. 


I.  Correspondence  with  other  Churches. — The  following  Deputation  was 
appointed,  by  authority  of  the  Assembly,  to  visit  the  Synod  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  at  its  meeting  in  Newcastle  in  April 
last,  viz. : — Bev.  Thomas  Main,  D.D.,  Moderator  of  last  Assembly,  and 
the  Bev.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Minister  of  St.  Leonard's  Church,  Perth, 
with  William  Collins,  Esq.,  ex  Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow,  and  E.  A. 
Stuart  Gray,  Esq.,  of  Gray  and  Kinfauns,  Elders. 

In  accordance  with  the  deliverance  of  last  Assembly,  by  which  it  was 
arranged  to  send  alternate  deputations  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Ireland  and  to  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  England,  and  that  a  letter  should  be  sent  to  the  Church  in  the 
year  in  which  a  deputation  is  not  sent,  a  letter  will  fall  to  be  sent  this 
year  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Irish  Presbyterian  Church. 

II.  Minittera  to  preach  in  the  Hall, — The  Committee  recommend  that 
the  General  Assembly  should  adopt  the  following  as  their  minute  on  this 
Bubject : — 

"The  Assembly  hereby  appoint  Mr.  James  Hood  Wilson,  Minister  of  the 
Barclay  Church,  Edinburgh,  to  lecture  and  preach  in  the  Hall  in  the  forenoon  ; 
Mr.  John  T.  Maclean,  Minister  at  North  Bute,  to  preach  in  the  afternoon ;  and 
Mr.  Alexander  Orrock  Johnston,  Minister  of  Westboume  Church,  Glasgow,  to 
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preach  in  the  erening  of  Sabbath,  22d  May.   They  further  appcnot  Mr.  Alei 
Walker,  Minister  at  Millport,  to  lecture  and  preach  in  the  forenoon ;  Mr.  Ji 
Alexander  George,  Mini»ter  of  St.  John's  Church,  Montroae,  to  preach  in  the! 
noon ;  and  Mr.  Thomas  Crcrar,  Minister  of  North  Leith  Church,  to  preadi 
the  erening  of  Sabbath,  29th  May. 

''The  Assembly  also  instruct  Mr.  Wilson,  when  preaching  in  the  foraooa i 
the  22d  May,  to  urge  the  claims  of  the  Society  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
and  Daughters  of  the  Clergy." 

III.  Bepreseniation  of  Presbt/ieries. — This  year  beiDg  the  first  of  a 
trieDoium;  the  Clerks  prepared  and  laid  on  the  Table  of  the  Commissioii,  i 
March,  a  Table  of  Kepresentation  for  the  next  three  years.     From 
Table,  it  appears  that  there  are  in  the  Church  at  present  1000  n\ 
charges,  of  which  72  are  collegiate.     There  are  15  Professors  (of 
one  has,  since  the  March  Commission,  resigned)^  and  4  Ministers 
The  total  number  of  Ministers  to  be  taken  into  account  in  adj 
representation  is  1091.     The  number  of  clerical  members  of 
for  each  of  the  three  following  years  (subject  to  the  usual  annual 
will  therefore  be  respectively,  362,  362,  and  S67. 

The  above  calcdation  is  exclusive  of  Foreign  Presbyteries,  wUA 
together  send  7  clerical  representatiyes  to  the  Assembly  each  year. 


IV.  JRemit  of  Assembly  to  prepare  Petition  to  Parliament  arumt  Aeaimk 
Privileges. — A  remit  was  made  by  last  Assembly  to  the  Comsiittec  li; 
prepare  and  forward  to  Parliament  a  Petition  anent  Academic  Priviiega 

The  Committee  accordingly  prepared  and  forwarded  Petitions  to  botk 
Houses  of  Parliament. 


V.  Beinit  of  Asscmlly  in  regard  to  proeedwre  of  Pre^ibyieries  in  the  all' ; 
172^  and  settlement  of  Ministers, — A  remit  was  made  by  last  AssemUjtij 
the  Committee  to  consider  certain  overtures  anent  procedure  of  Pndif  • 
teries  in  the  calling  and  settlement  of  Ministers,  and  to  bring  up  a  report  i 
to  this  Assembly  as  to  alterations,  if  they  see  cause  to  suggest  any,  oi  At ; 
present  mode  of  procedure,  with  a  view  to  prepare  an  Overture  for  tna- 
niission  to  Presbyteries.  The  Committee  having  considered  this  ssbjec^  i 
are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  Presbyteries  aid  Cot* ' 
gregations  of  the  Church  that  the  existing  regulations  should  be  modiM  ' 
in  the  following  particulars  : — 

1.  In  connection  with  the  SustentatioB  Committee's  Sekiuls  for  ncMl  I 
charges,  they  recommend  that  Act  III.,  1851,  should  be  so  alteiedaili  ' 
allow  of  the  Presbytery,  if  it  shall  see  fit,  instructing  its  Coauuttetttff*  ; 
port  direct  to  the  Sustentation  Committee  on  the  state  of  the  Fud  ■  •  j 
vacant  charge.  I 

2.  They  recommend  that  Presbyteries  should  be  allowed  to  sect  ftrfl^ 
purpose  connected  with  the  calling  and  settlement  of  MiBisteis,  sfUrMBi 
clear  days  have  passed  from  the  Sabbath  on  which  intiMslieu  sf  isAi 
meeting  is  made  to  a  Congregation,  instead  of  ten  days  as  alfrcssit. 

3.  They  recommend  that  the  procedure  in  caUs  tnsm  one  Iresbyteff  ^ 
another  should  be  so  regulated,  that  Oommissioaers  firom  tlio  fnii^ 
and  Congregaiiou  e8A\\n|^%\LQ^D\iV^i«a%md  aad  ktatd  only  alMM  MiV 
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of  the  Presbytery,  to  which  the  Minister  called  belongs.  Also  that  in  the 
event  of  no  ordinary  meeting  of  a  Presbytery  being  held  within  three 
ipreeks  of  the  time  when  the  clerk  receives  official  intimation  that  a  call  to 
one  of  its  members  has  been  sustained  by  another  Presbytery,  he,  along 
with  the  Moderator,  should  be  empowered  to  send  intimation  of  the  call 
to  the  Minister's  Congregation,  and  to  summon  them  and  all  parties  to 
the  next  ordinary  meeting,  that  the  call  may  be  disposed  of  then. 


yj.  State  of  Accounts. — Beferring  to  the  Abstract  included  in  the 
Public  Accounts,  and  comparing  it  with  the  previous  year,  it  will  be  seen — 

1.  As  regards  Income,  that  the  sum  received  for  Tickets  (£479,  16s.)  is 
a  few  shillings  more  than  the  previous  year,  and  that  the  sums  received 
from  congregations  for  Assembly  Expenses  is  more  by  £28  than  the  sum 
received  last  year,  and  also  that  the  collections  at  Assembly  doors  show  an 
increase  of  £13  compared  with  the  preceding  year. 

2.  As  rec;ards  Expenditure,  the  only  item  calling  for  remark  is  the  ex- 
penses of  Committees  having  no  funds,  which  amount  to  £187  more  than 
the  previous  year.  The  expenses  of  the  principal  of  these  Committees 
are  as  follows,  viz. : — 

(1.)  Board  of  Examiners,  £138,  9s.  7d. 

(2.)  Welfare  of  Youth,  £106,  3s.  5d. 

(8.)  Beligion  and  Morals,  £55,  7s.  2d. 

(4.)  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  Christian  Knowledge,*  £19,  198. 

(5.)  Temperance,  £16,  5s.  9d. 


In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Committee, 

H.  WELLWOOD  MONCBEIFF, 

Vice'Convener, 


No.  XIV. 


jfrit  C^ttrrl^  a(  S^cathnU, 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 


MAY  1881. 


Thb  facts  which  the  Committee  is  called  upon  to  suhmit  in  this  annual 
Beport  are  few,  bat  they  are,  on  the  whole,  such  as  may  be  recorded 
with  thankfulness.  The  circulation  of  the  Monthly  Record  has  increased 
from  46,000  last  year  to  47,000  at  this  date ;  the  Ghtldren's  Record  has 
now  a  circulation  of  78,000,  being  2000  per  month  more  than  at  this 
time  last  year ;  and  the  Oaelic  Record  is  distributed  to  the  amount  of 
about  2000  copies  quarterly,  a  part  of  this  distribution  being,  however, 
gratuitous. 

The  suggestions  which  the  Committee  deems  it  important  to  bring 
before  the  Assembly,  in  addition  to  a  cordial  rec^ognition  of  the  services 
of  the  Editors  of  these  Publications,  are  three : — 

1.  That  urgent  recommendation  be  made  to  those  congregations  (still 
a  considerable  number)  in  which  the  Monthly  Record  and  the  Children* s 
Record  are  either  not  circulated  at  all,  or  only  to  a  very  limited  extent,  that 
they  should  make  some  special  effort  during  the  ensuing  year  to  secure 
improvement  in  this  respect.  Every  year  brings  more  and  more  clearly  into 
view  the  fact  that  there  is  a  manifest  proportion  between  the  amount  of 
information  imparted  to  old  and  young  in  the  membership  of  our  Church 
and  the  warmth  of  the  interest  taken  in  the  Church's  work,  and 
readiness  with  which  response  is  given  to  the  appeals  made  for  the 
support  of  her  agencies  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  a  very  significant  fact 
that  the  amount  of  juvenile  contributions  for  the  past  year  is  £4522, 
and  if  a  tabular  view  of  the  connection  between  the  circulation 
of  the  Children's  Record  and  the  ingathering  of  these  contributions  were 
presented^  it  would  enforce  in  a  very  striking  way  the  expediency  of  widely 
diffusing  the  information  which  the  Church's  monthly  publications  contain. 
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2.  In  view  of  the  important  service  rendered  to  the  Charch  by  the 
Gaelic  Record,  and  the  impossibility  of  finding  any  sabstitute  for  it  in 
large  districts  of  the  country  which  are  very  warmly  devoted  to  the  Free 
Church,  the  Committee  recommend  that  the  Assembly  continue  this 
Record  for  another  year,  although  the  circulation  does  not  pay  the  expense 
of  publishing,  and  that  the  congregations  which  it  is  especially  intended 
to  benefit  should  be  exhorted  to  do  their  utmost  to  insure  to  this  enter- 
prise an  enlarged  measure  of  success. 

3.  The  Committee  find  that  the  present  arrangement  of  receiving  so 
late  as  up  to  the  15th  of  each  month  inclusive,  the  sums  which  are 
acknowledged  by  the'  General  Treasurer  in  the  next  Monthly  Beeord, 
involves  the  following  among  other  disadvantages : — 

(1.)  The  o£5cials  in  the  General  Treasurer's  o£5ce  are  subjected  for  a 
few  days  in  each  month  to  tlie  pressure  of  work  which  is  excessiye  and 
unnecessary,  and  which  is  attended  with  the  risk  of  inaccuracy  in  record- 
ing the  sums  receiyed.  (2.)  The  Editor  is  hindered  from  inserting  in  the 
Record  any  interesting  intelligence  which  may  come  into  his  hands  later 
than  the  early  days  of  the  month,  as  the  whole  literary  matter  must  be 
ready  for  the  press  before  the  printing  of  the  pages  containing  the 
financial  details  is  begun. 

As  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  no  real  hardship  would  be  imposed 
upon  the  Treasurers  of  Deacons'  Courts  if  they  were  required  to  remit  the 
moneys  received  by  them  a  week  earlier  than  at  presenf,  the  Committee^ 
after  consultation  with  the  Conveners  of  Committees  and  others  who  are 
well  acquainted  with  the  disadyantages  of  the  present  arrangement,  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  AMembly  should  appoint  the  date  up 
to  which  contributions  received  by  the  General  Treasurer  shall  be 
acknowledged  in  the  next  month's  Record  to  be  the  8th  of  each  month, 
and  the  Committee  suggest  that,  in  the  event  of  this  proposal  being 
adopted,  it  should  begin  to  be  carried  into  eflect  in  the  Montkfy  Record 
for  September,  time  being  thus  albwed  for  the  change  to  become  fully 
known  throughout  the  Church. 

J.  0.  CUNNINGHAM,  Convener. 
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REPORT 


or 


THE  EXAMINATION   BOAED. 


MAY    1881. 


I.  The  total  number  of  Students  who  passed  the  Entrance  Board 
Examination  on  the  2l8t  and  22d  of  July,  and  the  29  th  and  30th  of 
October  1880,  is  72.  Of  these,  30  passed  at  Edinburgh,  34  at  Glasgow, 
and  8  at  Aberdeen.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year,  there  is  an 
increase  of  26.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that,  of  the  whole  number,  33, 
or  nearly  one-half,  were  graduates,  while  18  others  had  passed  one  or  two 
of  the  University  examinations  for  the  Degree  in  Arts. 

The  total  number  of  Students  who  passed  the  Exit  Examinations 
in  1880-81  is  55.  Of  these,  27  passed  at  Edinburgh,  20  at  Glasgow,  and 
8  at  Aberdeen.  Compared  with  the  previous  year,  the  results  show  an 
increase  of  12. 

The  names  of  the  Students  who  passed  in  these  Examinations  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

II.  Instead  of  holding  two  examinations  for  Entrant  Students — one 
towards  the  end  of  July  for  non-g^dnates,  and  the  other  near  the 
beginning  of  the  Session  for  graduates  and  others  who  were  unable  to 
appear  in  July — the  Board  has  deemed  it  advisable  to  hold  only  one 
examination  for  all  classes  of  Students,  towards  the  end  of  October) 
The  chief  reasons  for  this  change  have  been  that,  under  former  arrange- 
ments, non- graduates  who  were  examined  in  July  had  very  little  time 
for  preparation,  and  thus  were  the  more  likely  to  fail ;  that  the  Examiners 

15 
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had  to  prepare  two  dififerent  sets  of  papers  on  the  same  sobjects  eyery 
year ;  and  that  unnecessary  expense  was  incurred.  The  Board  hope  that 
the  new  arrangements  will  prove  more  convenient  and  advantageous  to 
all  concerned. 

III.  The  attention  of  the  Board  having  been  called  to  certain  cases  in 
which  Students  have  been  enrolled  in  the  several  Colleges  as  T^;Qlar 
Students  without  presenting  certificates  of  having  passed  the  Univenitj 
examination  in  Classics,  as  required  bj  the  Act  of  Assembly  1873;  and 
having  before  them  an  extract  Minute,  forwarded  by  the  College  Com- 
mittee, the  Board  recommend  the  Assembly  to  grant  indemnity  to  those 
who  have  inadvertently  contravened  the  Act. 

In  name  of  the  Examination  Boards 

ALEXANDER  WHYTE, 

OowveHer, 


xr. 
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APPENDIX. 


I. — LIST  of  Students  who  passed  the  Entrance  Examination  in  July 

or  October  1880. 


1.  Adam,  Andrew. 

2.  AgneWy  Joseph. 

3.  Allan,  David. 

4.  Andrew,  John  G. 

5.  Archibald,  John  E. 

6.  Bannennan,  Jamea. 

7.  Bany,  John  C. 

8.  Brownlie,  John. 

9.  Campbell,  Alexander  J. 

10.  Campbell,  Malcolm. 

11.  Cowie,  WiUon. 

12.  Davidaon,  Thomas. 

13.  Deana,  David. 

14.  Dixon,  William  G. 

15.  Fraser,  Alexander. 

16.  Gait,  W.  A. 

17.  Glover,  William. 

18.  Gregory,  Alexander. 

19.  Gregory,  Thomas. 

20.  Inglis,  William  B. 

21.  Iverach,  Donald. 

22.  Kennedy,  John. 

23.  Kerr,  Archibald. 

24.  LinUater,  WiUiam. 

25.  London,  Robert  T. 

26.  Macaffer,  R.  S. 

27.  Macainsh,  John. 

28.  Macalpine,  John. 

29.  MaoCaskell,  John  A. 

30.  Biacdonald,  James  M. 

31.  Maodonald,  William. 

32.  Maodonald,  Peter. 

33.  Maodongall,  George  P. 

34.  Macdongall,  John. 

36.  MacGilvray,  Malcolm  D. 
36.  Mackintosh,  Patrick  S. 


37.  Madean,  Hector. 

38.  MacLennan,  Duncan. 

39.  Madeod,  Andrew  G. 

40.  Madeod,  Donald. 

41.  Macleod,  Donald  J. 

42.  MacOmish,  Robert. 

43.  Maophail,  James  M. 

44.  Maopherson,  William. 

45.  Macrae,  John. 

46.  Miller,  Andrew  T. 

47.  Mitchell,  Alexander. 

48.  Morrison,  James. 

49.  Morrison,  John  H. 

50.  Mnnro,  Duncan. 

51.  Munro,  Robert  A. 

52.  Murray,  Charles. 

53.  Peattie,  James  C. 

54.  Pittendrigh,  George. 

55.  Porteons,  Thomas  B. 

56.  Reybum,  Hugh  Y. 

57.  Riddick,  S.  M. 

58.  Robertson,  William  L 

59.  Rodger,  Robert  G. 

60.  Ross,  Hugh. 

61.  Russell,  James  M. 

62.  Shearer,  Hugh. 

63.  Skinner,  WillUm. 

64.  Stewart,  Alexander. 

65.  Stewart,  Donald  C. 

66.  Smith,  Walter. 

67.  Spence,  Alexander. 

68.  Steele,  Thomas. 

69.  Thomson,  Alexander  B. 

70.  Tod,  David  M. 

71.  Watt,  Arthur  C. 

72.  Wilson,  John  S. 


RXPOBT  OP  nLAMHrATION  BOAftn. 


XT. 


II. — LIST  OF  Stubents  who  passed  the  Exit  ExAMniATioir, 

Session  1880-81. 


1.  Abel,  George. 

2.  Bain,  Alexaoder  ML 

3.  Boyd,  Archibald. 

4.  Brown,  Andrew. 

5.  Brown,  James  W. 

6.  Burgess,  John. 

7.  Campbell,  James. 

8.  aow,  William  K. 

9.  Cmickshank,  William. 

10.  Davidson,  Alexander  P. 

11.  Dohne,  Gottfried  A. 

12.  Dorran,  James. 

13.  Fleming,  John. 
U.  Fulton,  William. 

15.  Gardiner,  Francis  8. 

16.  Gilmth,  Andrew  H. 

17.  Hardy,  William  J. 

18.  Hewat,  Kirkwood. 

19.  Hunter,  William  S. 

20.  iDgUs,  Henry  H.  T. 

21.  Kelly,  James  J. 

22.  Kilpatrick,  Thomas  B. 

23.  MacCulloch,  William. 

24.  Maodonald,  WUliam  J. 

25.  Macgregor,  Duncan  C. 

26.  Mackay,  George  S. 

27.  Mackenzie,  Murdo. 

28.  Madkie,  James. 


29.  MackintAsh,  Robert. 
90.  Macleod,  Adam  G. 

31.  BCacphail.  William  M. 

32.  M^Glaskan,  Bobert  R 

33.  M'Kinlay,  Alexander. 

34.  Main,  James. 

35.  Marshall,  James. 

36.  Mathieson,  Thomas. 

37.  Mavor,  John  S. 

38.  Mitchell,  Alexander. 

39.  Mnirhead,  Lewis  A. 

40.  Philip,  William  H. 

41.  Philps,  George  M. 

42.  Pitt,  Thomas  C. 

43.  Bose,  John. 

44.  Boss,  David. 

45.  Boss,  John. 

46.  Scott,  Thomas. 

47.  Shepherd,  Andrew. 

48.  Sinclair,  Colin. 

49.  Smith,  Alexander  C. 

50.  Smith,  George  I. 

51.  Smith,  William. 

52.  Strang,  Bobert  0. 

53.  Taylor,  Charles  E. 

54.  Turner,  Duncan. 

55.  Williamson,  James  D. 
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REPORT 


ON 


DISTRIBUTION  AND   EMPLOYMENT   OF 

PROBATIONERS. 


MAY    1881. 


In  reporting  to  the  Oeneral  Assembly  their  proceedings  during  the 
past  year,  the  Committee  on  the  Distribution  and  Employment  of  Pro- 
bationers have  much  pleasure  in  being  able  to  say  that  their  proceedings 
have  been  attended  with  satisfactory  results. 

During  the  year  37  vacant  charges  were  on  the  Committee's  roll  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  in  con- 
nection with  these  vacancies  146  appointments  were  made.  They  beg  to 
state  that,  from  several  causes,  only  about  100  have  been  actually  fulfilled. 
This  arises  partly  from  the  di£Scnlty  that  preachers  have  in  leaving  their 
stated  work,  especially  those  in  charge  of  congregations  as  assistants  or 
substitutes,  and  partly  from  being  located  in  remote  districts  of  the 
country.  It  also  happens  not  unfrequently  that  between  the  time  when 
the  appointment  is  made  by  the  Committee  and  the  date  fixed  for 
o£Sciating,  the  congregation  resolves  to  elect  or  to  hear  a  short  leet ; 
in  such  cases  the  appointments  are  necessarily  cancelled.  These  are, 
however,  causes  which,  in  the  circumstances  of  preachers  and  congre- 
gations, are  unavoidable,  and  will  always  occur  in  a  greater  or  less  degree. 
Notwithstanding  these  drawbacks,  it  is  gratifying  to  your  Committee 
to  report  that  of  the  Probationers  who  officiated  on  the  appointment 
of  the  Committee,  no  fewer  than  13  have  been  elected  by  the  congrega- 
tions to  which  they  were  sent.  The  Committee  have  to  express  their 
obligation  to  Moderators  of  vacant  congregations  and  Sessions  for  the 
16 
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readj  and  valuable  services  rendered  by  them  in  carrying  on  the  impor- 
tant work  laid  to  the  Committee's  hand  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
work  is  always  foand  to  be  pleasant  and  successfol  when  Moderators 
fully  explain  to  congregations  their  duty  alike  to  themselTes  and  to  the 
Probationers  of  the  Chnrcb.  Id  do  previoos  year  has  tkis  been  more 
marked  than  in  that  now  ended. 

Forty-four  names  formed  the  List  of  Probationers  appeoded  to  last 
year's  report,  and  to  that  were  added  the  names  of  34  admitted  by  licence 
daring  the  year,  making  a  total  of  78.  Of  these,  22  have  been  settled 
in  homo  charges^  4  have  gone  to  the  Foreign  and  Colonial  fields,  2  are 
removed  from  the  list,  and  1  has  died,  reducing  the  number  to  49,  and 
of  that  number  6  fall  to  be  dropped  this  year  from  the  lop  of  the  list, 
as  being  six  years  licensed,  and  having  had  twelve  opportunities  of  bebg 
heard  in  vacant  charges.  The  number  now  available,  as  at  this  date,  is 
43,  being  one  less  than  last  year, — a  number  altogether  inadequate  for 
carrying  on  the  Church's  work  with  efficiency  at  home  and  abroad.  But 
while  such  is  the  state  of  matters  at  present,  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that, 
in  so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned,  the  prospects  for  the  foture  are 
brighter.  The  Report  of  the  College  Committee  of  last  year  shows  that 
56  have,  or  should  have,  this  year  completed  their  course  of  study,  and 
from  that  number  a  considerable  accession  to  the  Probationers'  list  may 
be  expected. 

As  to  the  employment  of  the  Probationers,  the  Committee  are  very 
glad  to  report  that,  almost  without  exception,  they  are  occupying  positions 
of  importance,  and  doing  valuable  work  in  the  service  of  the  CHiurch  and 
of  her  Divine  Head.  The  Committee  would  close  this  report  by  agsia 
bringing  before  the  General  Assembly  what  they  so  urgently  pleaded  last 
year,  viz.,  that  the  position  of  the  Probationers  should  be  kept  more  fully 
before  the  view  of  the  Church,  and  that  special  prayers  should  be  offered  for 
them,  as  a  class,  in  the  services  of  the  Sanctuary. 

ROBERT  GORDON,  Convener. 
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APPENDIX. 


LIST  OF  PROBATIONER& 


1. 

Mr. 

John  B.  Watt. 

23. 

Mr. 

2. 

>» 

Daniel  Bine. 

24. 

>» 

a 

>♦ 

Walter  White. 

25. 

>» 

4. 

>> 

William  Patteraoo. 

26. 

>r 

i). 

r» 

James  Wallace. 

27. 

»» 

a 

f» 

M.  O.  OunpbeU. 

2& 

tt 

7. 

>» 

John  Wood. 

29. 

9> 

8. 

»♦ 

James  Scott,  B.Sc. 

30. 

»9 

9. 

f» 

Alexander  G.  Fraser,  M.  A. 

31. 

9$ 

10. 

»v 

Jelin  M.  M'Lennan. 

32. 

>r 

n. 

f9 

James  H.  W.  Johnstone. 

33. 

9t 

12. 

99 

Matthew  BelL 

34. 

>» 

la 

ft 

Matthew  D.  Fmlaysen. 

85. 

rr 

14. 

V» 

John  K.  Campbell. 

36. 

n 

15. 

>y 

Poncan  Finlayaon. 

37. 

9* 

1& 

»> 

Peter  MacGregor. 

38. 

99 

17. 

>» 

DaTid  Bisset. 

39. 

>f 

18. 

»» 

A.  Mnrray  Scott. 

40. 

•  9 

19. 

r» 

Alexander  Aitken. 

41. 

f  > 

20. 

»» 

John  Warrick,  M.A. 

42. 

99 

21. 

>» 

GsTinJ.  Tait,  M.A. 

43. 

9» 

22. 

» 

Colin  C.  Mackenzie. 

R.  T.  Cnnninghani,  M.A. 

John  M'Laren. 

David  Miller,  M.A. 

John  James  Mackay,  M.  A. 

Alexander  Miller. 

David  Hewitt 

Archibald  Alexander,  M.  A. 

John  Rutherford,  MA.,  B.D. 

John  Finlayson. 

John  A.  Selbie. 

James  J.  StilL 

Thomas  S.  Anderson. 

Malcolm  Carment. 

William  Ewen,  M.A. 

Robert  H.  Falconer. 

James  T.  Ferguson. 

Alexander  Bumside. 

Adam  Philip,  M.A. 

George  A.  Smith,  M.A. 

B.  W.  Barbour,  M.A. 

D.  M.  Macdonald,M.A.,  B.D. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE 


ON 


ELECTION   OF   PROFESSORS. 


MAY    1881. 


In  prospect  of  a  yacanoy  in  the  Chair  of  Systematic  Theology,  New 
College,  through  the  resignation  of  Professor  MacGregor,  and  in  view  of  the 
ensuing  General  Assembly  being  required  to  make  a  new  appointment  to 
the  Chair,  the  Committee  on  the  Election  of  Professors  issued  notices  to 
the  Presbyteries  and  Synods  of  the  Church  in  the  usual  form,  in  terms 
of  Act  X.,  Assembly  1859. 

Returns  have  been  received  from  59  Presbyteries  and  10  Synoda. 
Nineteen  names  have  been  proposed,  viz. : — 

(1.)  Dr.  Ooold,  by  48  Presbyteries  and  9  Synods. 

(2.^  Dr.  Laidlaw,  by  86  Presbyteries  and  6  Synods. 

^8.1  Mr.  Bannerman,*  by  86  Presbyteries  and  7  Synods. 

(4.)  Professor  Watts,  of  Belfast,  by  28  Presbyteries  and  6  Synods. 

(5.)  Professor  Candlish,  by  18  Presbyteries  and  8  Synods. 

(6.)  Mr.  Iverach,  by  13  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods. 

n.)  Professor  Salmond,  by  6  Presbyteries  and  2  Synods. 

(8.^  Dr.  J.  Kennedy,  Dingwall,  by  8  Presbyteries  and  1  Synod. 

(9.)  Mr.  Cameron,  St.  John's,  Glasgow,  by  2  Presbyteries  and 
1  Synod. 
(10.)  Dr.  Marcus  Dods,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod. 
(11.)  Mr.  Nicolly  Glasgow,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod. 
(12.)  Dr.  Williamson,  Ascog,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod. 
(18.)  Mr.  M'Pherson,  Findbom,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod. 

14.)  Mr.  Matthew,  Haddington,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod. 

15)  Mr.  R.  A.  Mitchell,  Aberdeen,  by  1  Presbytery  and  1  Synod. 
(16.)  Mr.  Ferguson,  Ellon,  by  1  Synod. 

17.)  Dr.  Dykes,  London,  by  1  Presbytery. 

18.)  Professor  Henderson,  by  1  Presbytery. 
(19 )  Dr.  Scott,  Aberlour,  by  1  Presbytery. 

*  Mr.  Bannerman,  by  letter  to  the  Convener  of  date  12th  May,  desired  that  he 
abonld  not  be  nominated  to  the  vacant  Chair. 

ALEX.  BEITH,  Convener. 
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PBBSBYTBBIBS. 


PBESBTTERlEa 


1.  Aberdeen 


3.  AherUmr 

3.  Aheme^    

•  4.  Abetionff  ••••••• ••• 

5.  Ayifffd 

6.  Arbroath 

7.  AudUerarder  

8.  Ayr  

9.  Biggar  and  PtebUi:. 

10.  Breiadatbane  

11.  Brechin   

13.  OaUhnets 

18.  Oianonry 

14.  Ottvar  

15.  DMeiih  

le.  Deer 

17.  JDiMffwaU 

18.  Danu)ch  

19.  Dumbarton 


20.  D%imfrim 

21.  DuMane 

22.  Dundee    

23.  DuinfermUne 

24.  Dunkdd  .... 


25.  DwMon   

26.  Dunee  and  Chtmeide 

27.  Edudmrgh  

28.  JEhin    

29.  Buon    

80.  Fordoun  

81.  Fordyoe  


82.  Forfar*. 

33.  Forree  .. 

34.  Qario€k 

35.  Okugow 


NAMES  PROPOSED. 


36.  Oreenoek 

37.  Haddington  db  Dunbar 

38.  ffamiUon 

39*  Inveraray    

40.  Invemeee 

41.  Irvine  

42.  liJay 

43.  Jedburgh 

44.  Kelto  and  Lauder  ... 

45.  Kincardine  O'NeU,,, 

46.  Kinroee    

47.  Kiniyre    


Mr.  Iverach,  Dr.  Gh)oId,  Dr.  Salmond,  Mr.  BaoaeniaD, 
Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  NicoU,  Prot  Oudfish. 
Dr.  DykeB,  Mr.  Iverach. 
Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Soott,  Aberloar. 
Dr.  Kennedj,  Dr.  Williamsoa,  Dr.  Ooo1d»  Dr.  Watte 
Prof.  Salmond,  Dr.  J.  8.  CandKsh,  Mr.  IvOTach. 
Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  M'PhenoD,  Dr.  Salxnood. 
Prof.  Candliah»  Dr.  LaitUaw,  Mr.  BanDenuao. 
Dr.  Goold,  Pzt>f.  Candliah,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Vnd.  Watts. 


Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannennan. 
Dr.  Goold,  Prof.  Watts,  Mr.  Bannarman. 
Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Iverach. 
Mr.  Bannennan. 


Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Watts. 

Dr.  J.  8.  Candliah,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Prof.  Hendenon,  Mr. 

Bannerman. 
Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  BannenDan. 

Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Prof.  Watts.  > 
Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Laidlaw.  | 

Prof.  Candlish,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  Geold.  | 

Dr.  Watta,  Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  BumermaD, 

Mr.  Iferach.  i 

Dr.  Laidlaw,  Pirof.  Candlish,  Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannennaa. 


Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Watts,  Dr. 

Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Bannerman.  Mr.  Iverach. 

Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Iverach,  Mr.  Bannerman. 

Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Goold,  Prof.  Watta 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Godd,  Dr.  Laidlaw,   Dr.  J.  S. 

Candlish,  Mr.  lyeraoh. 
Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Laidlaw. 

Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Irerach. 

Dr.  Gt)old,  Dr.  J.  8.  Candlish,  Dr.    Laidlcw,   Mr. 

Bannennan. 
Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Bannennan,  Dr.  Goold. 
Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  (}oold,  Mr.  Matthew,  Dr.  Laidlav. 
Dr.  (}oold,  Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Laidlaw. 
Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannennan,  Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Kennedy. 
Dr.  Watts. 

Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannennan,  Dr.  Laidlaw. 
Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Goold. 

Dr.  Laidlaw. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Mr.  Iverach,  Dr.  Watts,  Mr.Caneroo. 
Dr.  Watts,  Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Goold.  i 

Dr.  Goold,  Mr.  Bannennan,  Dr.  Laidlaw.  | 


xvn. 
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8 


PRESBYTERIES. 

NAMES  PROPOSED. 

48.  Kirkeaidu   

Dr.Ludkw,  Dr.  Gh)o]d,  Dr.  Wfttts,  Frofeaeor  CandliBh, 

Mr.  Baanerman. 
Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Brofonor  Salmond. 

Dr.  Kenoedr.  Dr.  Gh)old,  Mr.  Banneniian. 
Dr.  Qoold,  Mr.  Bannerman. 

Dr.  Ooold,  Dr.  Watts. 

Dr.  Ooold,  Dr.  Watts,  Mr.  BanDeniiaD. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  Watts,  Prof.  Gandlish. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  WattS)  Dr.  Gh)oId,  Dr.  Laidlaw. 

Dr.  Ooold. 

Professor  Watts,  Mr.  BannermaD,  Dr.  Laidlaw. 

Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  B.  A.  MitcbeU,  Mr. 

Iverach,  Dr.  J.  8.  Candlish. 
Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  (^Id,  Mr.  lyeraoh,  Mr.  M'Pherson. 

Dr.  Goold,  Professor  Watts,  Dr.  Laidlaw. 

Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  M.  Dods. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Laidlaw. 

Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Groold,  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Bannerman. 

Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Watts,  Mr.  Bannerman. 

Prof.  Salmond,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Iverach,  Dr.  J.  S. 

Candlisb. 
Dr.  Goold,  Prof.  Salmond,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  Dods. 
Dr.  GJoold,  Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Watts. 

49.  KirkmdXmgU ^ 

50.  Lanofrk    •...»....'..-** 

51.  Lesote   

52.  Linlithgow  

53.  Lochearron 

54.  Tjoclcerhie »m, mm m 

55.  Lorn 

56.  MMa  

57.  Mm 

58.  Nairn 

59.  Orkney 

60.  Pauley 

61.  Penpma    

62.  Perth    

68.  8l  Andrews    

64.  SeOeiTk 

65.  Shedand  

66.  Bkue  and  Uist 

67.  mrUng 

69.  StraObogie 

70.  Tain 

71.  Tongue 

72.  Tuimff 

78.  Wiatown 

74.  ItalVm    

SYNODS. 

STNODa 

NAMES  PROPOSED. 

1.  Ahtfrdetin     ..........  . 

Dr.  fiAlmond  Dr.  Goold.  Dr.  Laidlaw.  Mr.  iTeracli.  Mr. 

,    2.  Angus  and  Meamsm.^ 

8.  Argyll  

4.  Dumfries 

b.Fife 

6.  Oalloway 

7.  Glasgow  and  Ayr  ... 

8.  Olenelg 

9.  Lothian  db  TweeddaHe 

10.  Merseand  TeoiotdaU 

11.  Moray 

12.  Perih  and  Stirling  ... 

13.  Boss.... 

14.  SutherlandandCaith- 

nMiM    

Bannerman,  Mr.  Nicoll,  Mr.  Ferguson,  Dr.  Candlisb, 
Mr.  Mitchell. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  Goold. 

Mr.  Bannerman,  Dr.  Goold,  Prof.  Watts. 

Prof.  Candlish,  Dr.  LaidUw,  Mr.  Bannerman. 

Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Dr.  M.  Dods,  Dr.  Salmond. 

:Dr.  Goold,  Prof.  Watts.  Dr.  Williamson. 
Mr.  Bannerman,  Prof.  Watts,  Prof.  Candlish,  Dr.  Goold, 
Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  J.  MTberson. 

Prof.  Watts,  Dr.  Goold,  Dr.  Laidlaw,  Mr.  Bannerman, 

Mr.  Iverach. 
Dr.  Watts,  Dr.  Kennedy,  Mr.  Matthew,  Dr.  Goold, 

Mr.  Cameron. 

Dr.  Goold.  Mr.  Bannermant 

ALEX.  BEITH,  Convener. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


PUBLICATIONS  COMMITTEE 


MAY  1881 


The  facts  which  the  Committee  is  called  upon  to  submit  in  this  annual 
Report  are  few,  but  they  are,  on  the  whole,  such  as  may  be  recorded 
with  thankfulness.  The  circulation  of  the  Monthly  Record  has  increased 
from  46,000  last  year  to  47,000  at  this  date ;  the  Children's  Rea/rd  has 
now  a  circulation  of  78,000,  being  2000  per  month  more  than  at  this 
time  last  year ;  and  the  Oaelic  Record  is  distributed  to  the  amount  of 
about  2000  copies  quarterly,  a  part  of  this  distribution  being,  however, 
gratuitous. 

The  suggestions  which  the  Committee  deems  it  important  to  bring 
before  the  Assembly,  in  addition  to  a  cordial  reepgnition  of  the  services 
of  the  Editors  of  these  Publications,  are  three : — 

1 .  That  urgent  recommendation  be  made  to  those  congregations  (still 
a  considerable  number)  in  which  the  Monthly  Record  and  the  Children^ s 
Record  are  either  not  circulated  at  all,  or  only  to  a  very  limited  extent,  that 
they  should  make  some  special  effort  during  the  ensuing  year  to  secure 
improvement  in  this  respect.  Every  year  brings  more  and  more  clearly  into 
view  the  fact  that  there  is  a  manifest  proportion  between  the  amount  of 
information  imparted  to  old  and  young  in  the  membership  of  our  Church 
and  the  warmth  of  the  interest  taken  in  the  Church's  work,  and 
readiness  with  which  response  is  given  to  the  appeals  made  for  the 
support  of  her  agencies  at  home  and  abroad.  It  is  a  very  significant  fact 
that  the  amount  of  juvenile  contributions  for  the  past  year  is  £4522, 
and  if  a  tabular  view  of  the  connection  between  the  circulation 
of  the  Children's  Record  and  the  ingathering  of  these  contributions  were 
presented,  it  would  enforce  in  a  very  striking  way  the  expediency  of  widely 
diffusing  the  information  which  the  Church's  monthly  publications  contain. 
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REPORT 


BT 


THE    CUSTODIER    OF   TITLES 

/n  terms  of  Act  IX,,  Assembly  1875. 


MAY  1881. 


In  compliance  with  the  dntj  laid  on  him  by  the  Act  IX.,  Assembly 
1875,  the  Custodier  of  Titles  has  made  inquiries  into  the  Sales  and 
Transferences  of  Property  authorised  by  the  Assemblies  since  1875,  so 
far  as  these  had  not  been  satisfactorily  concluded  at  the  date  of  his  last 
Report,  and  he  now  begs  to  submit,  in  the  accompanying  Appendix,  a 
statement  of  the  present  position  of  each  case. 

The  Grant  to  the  Candlish  Memorial  Church,  Glasgow,  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  Maitland  Church,  Glasgow,  has  not  yet  been  drawn. 

Humbly  reported  by 

JAMES  MACDONALD,  W.S., 
Cvttodier  of  Tiae$. 
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APPENDIX. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  THE  ASSEMBLY  OP  1875  :— 

1.  Kettlb  aud  Cults. — ^The  money  deposited  in  name  of  tlie  Genenl 
Treasurer  has  been  uplifted,  under  authority  of  the  Special  Commiasion  on 
Schools. 

2.  St.  Andrew's,  Dundee.         (     Nothing  has   been  done  in  those   casM 

3.  MoNKTON  and  Prestwick.     {  during  the  past  year. 

4.  CkxTKENZiE. — Efforts  have  been  made  to  effect  a  sale  which  it  is  hoped  may 
soon  be  secured. 

5.  BoxBUROH  Manse,  Edinburgh. — ^The  proceeds  of  the  old  Manse  stiU 
remain  invested  in  name  of  the  General  Treasurer. 

6.  QoYAX,  Oaeuc. — ^The  Titles  have  not  yet  been  deposited  with  the 
Custodier. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  ASSEMBLY  OP  1876 .— 

1.  St.  David's,  Glasgow.— Nothing  has  been  done  in  this  case  since  last 
Assembly. 

2.  Bridgeoate  Manse,  Glasgow. — ^A  sale  has  not  been  effected,  and  the 
Deacons*  Court  are  now  advised  that  they  must  wait  a  year  or  two  ere  the  Manse 
can  be  sold  to  advantage. 

3.  North  Manse,  Stirling. — ^The  free  proceeds  of  this  Manse  remain  i 
in  the  name  of  the  General  Treasurer. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  ASSEMBLY  OP  1877  :— 

1.  Andeboton,  Glasgow.— The  Church  has  again  been  exposed  to  poblie 
sale,  but  unsuccessfully. 

2.  Buckie.  (      No  steps  have  been  taken  in  'these  cases 

3.  Moray  Manse,  Edinburgh.  (  during  the  past  year. 

4.  PoRTROSE  Manse. — Efforts  are  being  made  to  effect  ar  sale. 

6.  Lebue. — ^The  old  Church  has  been  sold  for  £125,  but  the  transaction  is 
not  yet  settled. 

6.  West  Kilbride. — Schoolmaster's  house. — ^This  transaction  has  now  been 
complstedy  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  applied  towards  the  erection  ef  the 
new  Church.  The  title  to  the  latter  has  been  arranged  for;  and  an  oU%atioD 
for  its  completion  given  to  the  Custodier. 
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SALES  AUTHORISED  BT  ASSEMBLY  OF  1878  :— 

L  Maodonald  Chubgh,  Olasgow. — ^The  Chttrch  has  been  adveiiiied  for  gale 
without  Bucceas. 

2.  ToNOLAND  Mamsk — ^Tho  Title  to  ihe  new  Manae  baa  been  completed  in 
terma  of  the  Model  Trust  Deed,  and  deposited  with  the  Custodier. . 

3.  Beith. — "No  steps  have  yet  been  taken  to  carry  out  a  sale. 

4.  St.  Akdbiw^b  School,  Duxdxs. — This  case  remains  in  the  same  position 
as  last  year. 

5.  KiPPEir. — The  old  Church  has  been  advertised,  but  no  offer  has  yet  been 
received. 

6.  Oban.— The  Title  to  the  Hall  has  now  been  completed  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Custodier. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  ASSEMBLY  OP  1879  :— 

1.  Campbeltown. — No  steps  towards  a  sale  have  been  taken  during  the  past 
year. 

2.  Partick. — The  property  was  recently  unsuccessfully  advertised  for  sale. 

3.  I^OBTH  BuTB. — A  purchaser  for  the  old  Church  has  not  yet  been  found. 

4.  FiRBT  Chubch,  Blairoowrib. — The  excambion  has  been  duly  carried  out. 

5.  KntKCALDT.  —The  old  Church  has  been  unsuccessfully  advertised  for  sale. 

6.  West  Port  Manse,  Edinburgh. — The  Congregation  are  occupied  with  the 
erection  of  a  new  Church,  and  are  doing  nothing  with  regard  to  the  Manse  in 
the  meantime. 

7.  Newtnoton  Manse,  Edinburgh. — The  property  has  been  sold  for  £1900, 
and  the  free  proceeds  are  at  present  in  course  of  investment. 

8.  Free  St.  Cuthbbrt's,  Edikbxtroh. — ^This  transaction  has  been  duly  com- 
pleted ;  but  the  deeds  have  not  yet  been  received  from  the  Register  of  Sasines. 

9.  Collessie. — The  old  Church  and  Manse  have  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
applied  towards  the  erection  of  the  new  buildings  at  Ladybimk,  which  are  duly 
settled  in  terms  of  the  Model  Trust  Deed. 

10.  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Dundee. — The  borrowing  power  has  not  yet 
been  exercised. 


SALES  AUTHORISED  BY  THE  ASSEMBLY  OF  1880  :— 

1.  RosLnr. — The  old  Church  and  Hall  have  been  twice  unsuccessfully  exposed 
to  sale. 

2.  Wxirr  Kilbbiok — A  sale  has  been  effected,  but  it  is  not  to  be  carried  out 
until  the  new  Churoh  is  ready. 
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aspect  of  it,  ia  every  corner  of  Scotland,  is  abundantly  manifested  in 
the  information  now  presented  to  the  Assembly.  In  this  connection  the 
Committee  would  specially  direct  attention  to  the  extracts  submitted 
under  the  heading  "  Hopeful  Results  **  (pp.  23-25). 

In  an  Act  of  the  first  General  Assembly  of  the  Free  Church  (1843)  a 
Committee  was  appointed  ''who  shall  direct  special  attention  to 
Sabbath-schools  as  one  of  the  stated  congregational  means  of  grace." 
From  that  year  onward,  and  especially  during  the  last  twenty  years,  the 
numbers  have  gone  on  to  increase,  both  of  teachers  and  Bcholars,  at 
shown  in  the  figures  from  time  to  time  presented  to  the  Assembly.  The 
increase,  however,  as  was  remarked  in  a  recent  report,  can  scarcely  he  ex- 
pected now  to  advance  to  any  very  much  larger  proportion  to  the  whole  of 
the  adult  population  with  which  the  Church  is  related.  But  while  thankfnl 
for  the  quantity,  the  Committee  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance, 
never  greater  than  now,  of  the  quality  of  the  teaching  in  our  Sabbath- 
schools.  There  is  not  a  more  hopeful  sign  than  the  sense  of  this  apparent 
throughout  the  reports  received  from  all  parts  of  the  Church.  And 
instead  of  merely  lamenting  over  deficiencies,  as  used  sometimes  to  be 
formerly  the  case,  earnest  effort  is  everywhere  being  made  for  the 
encouragement,  and  for  increasing  the  efficiency,  of  the  teachers. 

Now  that  the  whole  subject  has,  by  direction  of  the  Assembly,  been  so 
generally  taken  up  by  the  inferior  courts  of  the  Church,  there  appears  to 
remain  comparatively  little  direct  action  which,  in  a  definite  way,  the 
Committee  can  competently  and  suitably  take.  But  while  rejoicing  that 
the  issue  of  former  efforts,  during  many  successive  years,  has  been  that 
practically  their  work  has  so  largely  been  taken  out  of  their  hands,  it  is 
still  found  that  by  watching  over  and  stimulating  the  ecclesiastical 
machinery,  which  gradually  increases  in  completeness,  and  by  continuing 
the  careful  gathering  up,  recording,  and  circulating  of  figures  and  facts  as 
to  the  work  now  actually  going  on,  great  help  is  afforded.  These  are  not 
mere  vague  and  general  statements  as  to  a  congregation  or  district,  bat 
detailed  facts  as  to  what  is  actually  being  done ;  and  lingerers  are  therebj 
stimulated  to  '*  go  and  do  likewise."  There  is  still  apparent  a  gradual 
and  gratifying  development  into  systematic  action  of  the  various  lines  of 
effort  suggested  and  referred  to  in  former  reports  to  the  Assembly.  Great 
progress  is  being  made  in  the  training  and  equipment  of  teachers;  in 
making  the  ordinary  Sabbath  services  attractive  to  the  young;  and, 
perhaps  most  notably  of  all,  in  the  increasing  interest  manifested  throagh- 
out  by  the  Eirk-sessions,  Presbyteries,  and  Synods  of  the  Church. 

The  Committee  gratefully  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  Professor  A  B. 
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Simpson  of  Edinborgb,  a  respected  member  of  last  (General  Assembly^  in 
defraying  tbe  wbole  expense  (£30,  7s.)  of  pntting  a  copy  of  last  Report 
into  the  hands  of  all  the  Sabbath-school  teachers,  numbering  nearly  17,000, 
thronghont  the  Church.  The  Committee  renew  the  suggestion,  which 
is  found  to  be  increasingly  acted  upon,  that  shortly  after  the  copies  of 
Beport  are  received,  a  conference  should  be  held,  at  which  minister, 
superintendent,  and  teachers  might  go  over  it  together,  with  a  view  to 
utilising  any  of  the  hints  and  suggestions  which  it  may  contain. 


Summary  of  Statistics. 

Last  year,  as  well  as  for  many  years  preceding,  it  has  been  the  privi- 
lege of  the  Committee  to  report,  year  by  year,  a  steady  advance  in  the 
Sabbath-school  operations  of  the  Church.  This  year,  in  several  of  the 
totals  (as  tabulated  on  pp.  28-32)  there  is  a  slight  falling  off,  while  in 
others  there  is  an  increase,  as  shown  in  the  following  summary  : — 

KiTHBXR  OF  Sabbath-Schools,  Congregational  and  Missionary,    .         1,944 
•    Sbntob  Classes,  including  Miniaten',        ....         1,224 

Total,  3,168 


Being,  as  compared  with  last  year,  an  increase  of  37  Senior  Classes,  and  a 
decrease  of  6  Schools. 

Sabbath-School  Teachers — 

Male,         .....  7,934 

Female,     .....  8,362 

16,296 

Tkachebs  of  Senior  Classes,  induding  Ministers,  .  .         1,205 


Total  Engaoed  in  Teachino,  17,501 


Being  a  decrease,  as  compared  with  last  year,  of  157  Ordinary,  and  11  Senior 
Class  Teachers. 

Sabbath  Scholars  at  ordinary  Schools — 

Male,         .....         71,636 
Female,     .....  80,565 


Scholars  at  Senior  Classes — 

Male,         .....  18,905 

Female,     .....  25,398 


152,101 


Total  under  Instruction, 
Being  a  decrease  from  last  year  of  1702. 
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The  above  namben  show  on  an  arenige  neariy  2  Sabballi- 

schools  to  every  congregation  in  the  Church,  and  a 

Senior  Class  connected  with  each  congr^;ation. 
At  each  of  the  Sabbath-schools  the  returns  show  an  average 

attendance  of  very  nearly  80,  and  an  average  of  nearly 

10  scholars  in  each  class. 
Of  the  16,296  teachers,  there  are  428  more  females  than 

males  ;  while  among  the  152,101   scholars,  ordinary, 

there  are  9029  more  girls  than  boys. 

"  Children's  Record  " — 

Copies  circulated  in  Schools,  monthly, 

Circtdated  otherwise,  ..... 

Total  monthly  circolation, 

Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  2000. 

Sabbath-School  Missionary  CoKTHiBnTiONB— 

Total  contributions  for  the  year,  ....      £^539  1 


Being  an  increase  over  last  year  of  £17,  lis.  SJd. 

As  in  former  years,  there  are  dow  presented,  arranged  under 
heads,  a  great  variety  of  details  and  suggestions  gathered  from  i 
of  the  Church.  These  would  have  been  much  more  numerous  m 
plete  if  the  request  of  the  Committee  had  been  more  uniformly  c 
with,  that  the  congregational  schedules,  from  which  the  ret 
Presbyteries  are  made  up,  should  afterwards,  when  done  with, 
be  sent  on  to  the  Convener.  When  this  is  neglected,  or  when  t 
gregational  notes  are  not  fully  transcribed,  the  information  and  ^ 
hints  which  many  of  them  contaiu  are  of  course  unavailable 
purpose  for  which  they  are  desired  by  the  Committee*  A  vei; 
increase  of  attention  to  this  matter,  whi&h  is  respectfully  but  ei 
requested,  would  greatly  enhance  the  completeness  of  the  Beport, 
as  facilitate  the  labour  of  its  compilation.  For  the  great  am 
trouble  (in  some  cases,  the  Committee  have  reason  to  fisar,  mxj  v 
sarily  increased),  which  in  many  Presbyteries  and  Synods  ooQtiniM 
bestowed  upon  the  subject,  they  anew  express  their  grat«fbl  oUigi 

Supervision  and  Encouragement  by  MInisten 
Kirk-Sesedone,  and  PreebyterisB. 

In  the  replies  given  in  Schedules,  as  well  as  in  the  ftUowim 
encouraging  progress  is  observable.  It  may  be  safelj  stated  Ihi 
comparatively  few  exceptions,  the  whole  Sabbath-aohoob  of  Ihs  C 
more  or  lesa,  reoalye  the  personal  atteniioo  of  'ihe  uiakttL  dh 
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cases,  as  shown,  the  school  is  cared  for  with  the  most  thoughtfiil  and 
fostering  kindness.  Nor  can  this  be  wondered  at,  when  we  find  more 
than  one  saying  that  the  great  hope  for  their  congregations  is  in  their 
Sabbath-school.  In  compliance  with  repeated  deliverances  of  Assembly, 
Committees  of  Presbytery  have  very  generally  been  appointed,  and 
these  have  in  many  cases  already  resulted  in  the  systematic  visitation 
of  the  schools.  It  is  deeply  interesting  to  note  the  great  variety  of  ways 
in  which,  by  Eirk-sessions,  Presbyteries,  and  Synods,  the  same  great  end 
is  sought, — the  promotion  of  the  work,  and  the  encouragement  of  the 
workers : — 

"  Sabbath-schools  considered  every  year  in  connection  with  schedules : 
also  at  annual  conference  of  Presbytery  on  this  and  other  subjects.  Last 
year  there  was  a  general  exchange  of  pulpits  throughout  bounds,  when 
subject  was  preached  upon,  and  all  the  schools  were  visited." — {Presbytery 
of  Kincardine  O^Neil.)  ''  Whole  working  of  each  school  minutely  investi- 
gated at  our  Presbyterial  yiritation,  which  is  now  going  on  "-^Presbytery 
of  Fordyce.)  "  Oommittee  of  Presbytery  arrange  annual  conference,  at 
which  last  year  over  400  teachers  were  present.  In  every  sense  successful. 
Also  visitation  of  schools,  all  of  which,  in  Aberdeen,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, have  during  winter  been  visited.  Visitors  give  written  reports  to 
Committee ;  these  show  Sabbath-school  work  to  be  very  efficiently  done." 
— {Presbytery  cf  Aberdeen,)  **  Sabbath-schools  often  under  consideration 
of  Presbytery.  Deputations  occasionally  appointed  to  visit  schools  and 
report  Schools  generally  seem  in  healthy  condition,  sessions,  ministers, 
and  teachers  doing  all  they  can  to  promote  efficiency.  Old  methods  con- 
tinue to  be  sedulously  plied,  and  in  some  cases  new  ones  advantageously 
adopted,  for  stimulating  both  teachers  and  f^holars.  Some  of  our  teachers 
have  passed  the  London  Sunday-school  Union  examination." — {Presby- 
tery of  Oreenock.) 

**  Each  congregation  has  a  congregational  Sabbath-school ;  nine  have 
one  additional  district  school  each ;  one  has  two ;  one  has  three,  and  one 
Las  four.  A  large  amount  of  spiritual  good  appears  to  have  been  accom- 
plished, and  that  the  work  will  be  carried  on  with  renewed  vigour.  There 
is  a  Sabbath-school  Oommittee  of  Presbytery,  and  special  supervision  is 
taken  of  the  subject'* — {Presbytery  of  Hamilton,) 

**  Throughout  the  Presbytery  there  are  eleven  libraries  for  teachers  and 
Bcholars ;  two  week-day  preparation  meetings ;  and  the  usual  encourage- 
ments in  the  way  of  soirees,  prizes,  eta,  are  given.  In  one  or  other  of 
the  congregations,  almost  every  known  means  is  being  tried  lor  the  spiri- 
tual good  of  the  young.  Exchange  of  pulpits  from  time  to  time  in  con- 
nection with  this  matter." — {Presbytery  of  Lanark.)  "  Special  supervision 
by  Presbytery." — {Presbytery  of  Linlithyow.)  "  Each  teacher  has  been 
furnished  with  *  Helps  to  Study  of  the  Bible,'  by  Presbvtery.  Subject 
from  time  to  time  considered,  and  much  interest  taken.'  — {Presbytery  of 
Dalkeith.)  "A  Committee  of  supervision  by  Presbytery,  with  conferences." 
— {Presbytery  of  Dunse  and  Ckimside.)  "A  Committee  appointed  by 
Presbytery  to  visit  schools." — {Presbytery  of  Irvine,)  "All  schools  with- 
in bounds  visited  by  deputies  from  Presbytery." — {Presbytery  of  OlasgowJ) 
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*' Arrangements  made  for  Presbytery's  visitation  of  all  scbools  witUntte 
bounds,  and  to  report.  Teacbers  encouraged  by  tbe  visits." — {Pndfyltnf 
of  Stirling,)  '^  Standing  Committee  of  Presbytery  on  8abbatb-8chool% 
wbich  are  under  consideration  at  least  once,  generally  twice,  a  yea; 
Presbytery  bave  bad  several  conferences  witb  their  teachers  and  ofBos- 
bearers  within  the  bounds." — (Fresh/tery  of  Perth.)  "A  member tf 
Presbytery  appointed  to  visit  all  the  Sabbath-schools  within  the  boondL* 
— (Presbytery  of  Forfar,)  "A  Committee  of  Presbytery  appointed  to 
examine  Sabbalh -schools,  and  preach  to  the  young.  Report  given  ii 
annually  by  corresponding  member." — {Presbytery  ofFordouti.)  "Te«^ 
consideration." — (Presbytery  of  Aberlour.)  ^'Committee  of  Presbjttf 
appointed  to  visit  and  report  upon  all  Sabbath-schools  within  the  boodi 
Subject  frequently  considered." — (Presbytery  of  Chanonry.)  "Suljrt 
considered  by  Presbytery." — (Prenbytery  of  Orkney.) 

"  All  our  male  teachers  are  elders." — (Cuhalmond.)  "  Sabbath-Bchoob 
periodically  considered." — (Liverary,)  "  Session  annually  appoints  Go» 
mittee  to  visit  Sabbath-schools  and  report." — (Elgin^  High?j  "EMflU 
visit  us  occasionally;  minister  frequently." — (St.  Davicts,  Edir^rfi) 
*'A  member  of  session  visits  schools  once  a  month  in  rotation.**— 
(Pilrig.)  "Elders  occasionally  visit  school  and  address  children.*— 
CMaiifieldy  Edinburgh.)  "Elder  api)ointed  as  visiting  member  ftr 
Sabbath -school,  to  report  quarterly  as  to  efficiency,  etc." — (Dairy,  ZStt 
burgh.)  "School  opened  and  closed  every  Sabbath  by  minister.'— 
(Uphall)  "  Deputation  of  session  visit  quarterly,  and  report." — (DvMUti 
St.  Peter Sf  Glasgow.)  "Minister  present,  and  addresses  toward cloietf 
hour.  Children  interested,  and  attend  well." — (Langton.)  "Co* 
mittee  of  session  visit  and  report  quarterly." — (Kilmarnock,  Grany) 
"Deputation  of  session  visit." — (Kilmarnock,  Henderson.)  "Occasionil 
visits  by  elders  deputed." — (St.  George's,  Cunningham,  Glatgcv) 
"  Directly  under  session ;  each  school  is  superintended  by  an  eldeL" 
(Bisfiophriggs.)  "  Teachers  and  scholars  greatly  stimulated  by  visits  tf 
minister  and  ciders." — (St.  George's  Road,  and  Kingston^  Obugtm.) 
"  Session  receives  monthly  report  on  Sabbath-school." — (Fairbaift^) 
"  School  strictly  under  charge  of  session." — (North  Woodside.)  "Elem 
of  our  elders  and  nine  deacons  are  teachers." — (Pollockshidds.)  *^^ 
pointment  of  superintendents  confirmed  by  session." — (Chryston.)  "Gfl^ 
mittee  of  two  elders,  who  visit  and  report." — (Kirkintilloch^  8L  DavHi) 
"  All  members  of  session  are  members  of  Sabbath-school  Associatioi,  tf 
officio. — (Hope  Street,  Glasgow,)  "  Elders  appointed  to  visit,  enooorigi^ 
and  take  place  of  absent  teachers." — (Govan^  St  Columha's.)  "  Depotalia 
of  session  appointed  half-yearly  to  visit  all  schools,  and  report  Coop* 
gational  and  mission  schools  visited  by  minister  and  elden."— (& 
Leonards,  Perth.)  "  Minister  generally  present  at  opening  of  adw* 
Sympathies  of  ciders  and  deacons  so  interested  that,  when  visituig,  Af 
are  expected  and  required  by  the  session  to  inquire  as  to  attendaiNt* 
children  at  Sabbath-school." — (A'noj;'^,  Perth.)  "Subject  specially eoi* 
sidered  by  session  once  a  year." — (Errol,  Falkland.)  "  All  the  eUfl 
with  ono  exception  are  teachers." — (Collace.)  ''  Eldera,  when  imSS% 
endeavour  to  increase  attendance." — (Cupar,)  "Schools  always ni* 
supervision  of  session.  There  is  a  meeting  of  elders  of  all  the  cboahi 
in  Presbytery,  in  connection  with  church  work." — (Kettle^  "  Cuah** 
with  teachers,  and  mla&ioiisrj  meetings  for  children*    Scnods  nM  If 
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minister,  and  sermons  and  addresses  by  him." — {Hilltown^  Dundee,) 
"Conference  with  teachers  and  superintendeDts." — (Ogilviey  Dundee.) 
'*  Elders  visit  schools  in  rotation  second  Sabbath  of  every  month."-— 
(Liff\  Dundee.)  "  Report  periodically  called  for  by  session*" — (Arbroixthf 
JEcut.)  "  Sabbath-school  committee  appointed  from  members  of  congrega- 
tion."— (Barry.)  "  Session  appoint  elders  monthly  to  visit  schools." — 
(Holbum,  Aberdeen.)  "  Strict  supervision  of  classes  by  minister,  and 
immediate  inqniry  after  absentees."-~^i?o/Ae8.)  *'  Minister  acts  as  snpei^ 
intendent ;  when  abseot,  a  member  of  session." — (Kilbimie.) 

*'  Sabbath-schools  periodically  considered  by  sessions  in  Presbytery  of 
Perth,  10;  in  Presbytery  of  Auchterarder,  8.'* — {Synod  of  Perth  and 
Stirling.)  ^'  Monthly  sermon  to  young ;  visits  by  sessions ;  school  always 
opened  by  minister." — (Perth^  West ;  Dunkdd;  Auchtergaven.) 

"  Report  laid  before  Synod  on  26th  April.  Agreed  to  recommend  that 
congregational  returns  be  ordered  up  by  Assembly  a  month  earlier,  to  allow 
full  consideration  by  the  different  Presbyteries  before  being  sent  in  to 
corresponding  member  for  the  Synod.  With  a  view  to  this  also,  agreed 
to  recommend  that  all  congregational  returns  be  ordered  to  be  made  up 
annually  as  from  1st  January  to  31st  December.  Synod  believe  that,  if 
this  done,  greater  punctuality,  accuracy,  and  completeness  would  be 
secured." — {Synod  of  Moray.)  "A  large  amount  of  earnest  work  and 
spiritual  blessing  reported  from  many  quarters.  Much  good  from  office- 
bearers, when  visiting,  inquiring  after  the  children,  and  securing  their 
attendance  at  Sabbath-school ;  also  from  sessions  taking  a  special  interest 
in  visiting  the  schools,  and  elders  and  deacons  acting  as  teachers." — 
{Synod  of  Angus  andMearns.)  **  Session  appoints  a  visitor  every  month." 
— {Queen's  Parky  Glasgow.) 


Preparation,  Training,  Lessons,  Prayer,  etc* 

In  many  of  the  following  extracts,  the  above  subjects  are  so  connected 
with  each  other  that  they  do  not  admit  of  being  more  specifically  classi- 
fied. There  will  be  found  throughout  a  great  variety  of  ideas  and  practical 
hints,  the  study  of  which  cannot  fail  to  be  useful,  as  well  as  being  of  the 
deepest  interest.  The  zeal,  diligence,  and  application  of  mind  manifested, 
show  how  this  subject  is  reaching  the  very  heart  of  the  Church  : — 

"Prayer-meeting  at  close  of  school,  also  monthly  for  prayer  and  confer- 
ence."— (Loanhcad.)  "  Training-class  during  half  of  the  year." — {HurU 
ford.)  '*  Minister  meets  teachers  fortnightly  for  study  of  lessons."— 
(Stewixrton,)  '*  Minister  gives  general  lesson  in  course  every  Sabbath 
evening.  Found  very  useful." — {Stevenston.)  "  Teachers  occasionally 
meet  in  manse.  Glasgow  Union  Magazine  circulated." — {KiUnmie,  West.) 
'^Scripture  lesson  for  the  day  considered  by  Young  Men's  Morning 
Association.  Found  helpful  to  teachers.  Glasgow  Sabbath  School 
Teachers*  Magazine  circulated." — {Kilmarnock^  Grange.)  "Teachers' 
monthly  prayer-meeting." — {St.  Stephen's^  and  Granton^  Edinburgh.) 
**  Helps  to  Study  of  the  Bible, '  given  last  winter  to  each  teacher." — 
{SL  PauVsy  Edinburgh.)    *<  Bible  lesson,  with  Shorter  Catechism,  taken 
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np  at  Tonng  Men's  Sabbath  MorniDg  class.  Simflar  cla« 
teachers ;  exercises  conducted  by  two  of  the  elders." — {SL  Da 
hurgfL)  '^  Junior  pastor  superintends  Sabbath-school,  and  tei 
class,  where  young  teachers  are  trained.'*— -(5^  OuMetts,  Ed 

'^  Monthly  meeting  of  teachers  for  prayer  and  oonfere 
Columba*8^  Edinburgh;  Mayfieldy  EdUfimtgh;  Mtmelburgk; 
Tollcrosif  Olasgow;  St  Stephen's^  Olasgow;  St,  Matthew's 
St.  Paul's,  Glasgow ;  Rothesay,  Gaelic  ;  Rothesay ,  Free  Par 
Middle;  Benholm;  Wick;  Old Meidrum.) 

''  Weekly  preparatory  meetings." — (Kinning  Park,  Okugc 
ston;  North  Woodside,  Olasgow;  Eutherglen,  East;  SightkUl; 
Hope  Street,  Glasgow;  Oovan,  8t,  CotumMs ;  North  B%a 
North;  Perth,  Territorial;  Dudhope,  Dundee;  Dundee,  H 
loan,  Arbroath;  Barry;  Woodside,  Aberdeen;  Bon-Accord 
Greyfr%ars\  Aberdeen;  West,  Aberdeen;  Wick;  Elgin,  Soi 
Hawick;  Queen's  Park,  Glasgow ;  Elgin,  High;  St,  Mortis,. 
Moray,  Edinburgh;  Cramond,) 

'*  OccasiMal  lectures  on  teaching  and  cognate  subjects  by  z 
(Roxburgh,  Edinburgh,)  ^'  Deep  interest  shown  by  minister ; 
ready  to  advise  and  to  aid  in  finding  suitable  teachers." — {Gr 
burgh,)  '*  School  frequently  visited  by  minister,  who  meets  m 
teachers,  for  prayer  and  report " — ( Dairy,  Edinburgh,)  **  Meeti 
for  prayer  and  conference.  International  Series  taken  up 
Morning  Association;  attended  by  many  of  the  teachers."- 
Edinburgh.)  '^Conference  of  teachers  at  tea  meeting." — ( 
'^  Minister  goes  over  Sabbath-school  lesson  in  church,  week 
taught-.  Teachers  supplied  with  International  Scheme  notes.' 
**  Conference  of  teachers ;  a  new  plan  of  minister  giving  fiv 
after  lessons,  when  children  assemble  for  closing  exercises."- 
*'  Teachers  meet  monthly  for  prayer  and  conference,  when  on 
lesson  fot  following  Sabbath.  Prayer,  conference,  and  the  1< 
very  beneficial." — (Dunse,)  "  A  member  of  session,  who  is  e' 
interest  his  fellow-elders,  teaches  highest  class  of  boys 
law,)  *'  Teachers  greatly  encouraged  by  "  Bible  Dictionaries" ; 
them." — {Allanton.)  '^  Monthly  meeting  for  prayer  and  co 
stranger  always  present  to  address  teachers. "---(iSl  Oeorg^i 
''  Most  of  teachers  are  in  minister's  class ;  same  scheme  of  lesi 
in  Sabbath-schools;  it  thus  trains  young  teachers."— (^i 
'^Minister  and  elders  frequently  visit  school" — {ToUcrois 
"  Weekly  preparatory  class  found  very  helpful."— {IWiii^ 
*•''  Lesson  taken  up  in  church  on  Sabbath  afternoons,  with  i 
(Barrowfield,)  '^  Efficiency  much  promoted  by  weekly  prepai 
Also  teachers'  prayer-meeting  every  Saturday  night  from  8  to 
been  means  of  blessing  not  only  to  those  who  attend,  but  to  tl 
general." — (Fairbairn,  Glasgow.)  ^'Quarterly  meeting  of  b 
kirk-session." — {Buchanan,  Glasgow,)  *' Teachers'  preparato 
during  interval  on  Sabbaths.  Teachers  make  remarka.  Ixmndji 
by  interchange  of  idea." — {Great  Hamilton  Street^  Okugaw*) 
meetings  and  model-lessons." — (SL  Jame$\  Olasgcw.)  ^^  Wad 
for  preparation  and  prayer.  Feel  assured  much  spiritual  good  1 
both  to  teachers  and  scholars." — {Young  Street^  Gfla^ftm*) 
reference  to  work  of  the  schools  from  the  palpit|  and  in  p^Uo 


XIX.  BBPOKT  ON  SABBATH- 8CROOU3  AND  THE  YOUNG.  9 

(Shettleston.)  ''Preparation  meeting  statedly." — (GiHHm,)  ''Teachers^ 
Association  meeting  quarterly/' — {ChryaUm.)  "  Two  model  classes ;  one 
or  more  teachers  take  part,  others  criticising.  Social  meetings  also  held 
regularly,  with  papers  on  Sabbath-school  work  and  conversation.  Found 
most  useftil.'' — {Poprticle^  Htgh.)  ''Sabbath-morning  meeting  for  prayer 
and  preparation;  also  prayer-meeting  at  close  of  schools.  Library  for 
the  teachers.'* — {Rose  Strut,  GHaegow.)  '^Minister  goes  round  classes' 
every  month,  speaking  a  word  of  encouragement  to  teachers." — (Ruther- 
gleuj  EmL)  "  At  monthly  business  meeting  reports  on  classes  given  in. 
These  are  felt  to  be  very  stimulating.  The  conversation  also  (for  about 
half-an-hour)  contributes  much  to  interest  the  teachers  in  each  other's 
work,  and  to  impress  on  all  of  them  their  responability  for  the  winning 
of  souls,  as  well  as  their  privilege."-— (jPVnntestofi.)  "  School  frequently 
addressed  by  minister  and  a  member  of  ses^on." — {Kirkintilloch^  8t. 
Andreu/a.)  "  Monthly  meeting  of  minister  and  teachers  for  prayer  and 
conference."  —  {Rothesay,)  *' Minister  reads  and  expounds  scheme 
lesson  every  Sabbath  aftemoou." — {Rothesay^  Free  Pariah.)  "Weekly 
meeting:  male  teachers  in  turn  go  over  lesson.  Remarks  invited. 
Much  benefit  derived.  Children  examined  by  minister  before  dismissal 
of  school."— ^(C7am/76e2ft>ton,  Lome  Street.)  "  Young  Men's  Association 
takes  up  lesson  every  Sabbath  morning.  In  this  way  great  good 
done." — (Bannockbum.)  "Weekly  prayer-meeting  at  close  of  school." 
— {Dollar  ;  Cunningham,  Olasgow,)  ^^  Meeting  at  close  of  school  monthly 
for  prayer  and  conversation." — {Scone.)  "  Weekly  meeting;  very  useful, 
not  merely  for  preparation,  but  in  keeping  up  interest  in  scholars  and  in 
the  teachers  themselves."— (Per^A,  West.)  "Periodicals  distributed 
among  teachers,  who  have  conferences  among  themselves." — {St.  Stephen's^ 
Perth.)  "Preparation  meeting  every  Sabbath  dnring  interval.  No 
regular  teachers'  meeting  of  late,  most  of  teachers  being  engaged  at 
Sabbath-morning  Free  Breakfast,  which  has  been  crowded  during  the 
long  storm." — {St.  LeonanTs,  Perth.)  "Meeting  twice  a  month  with 
minister,  who  goes  over  the  lesson.  In  the  other  weeks  teachers  study 
it  by  themselves.  They  have  brief  meeting  for  prayer  at  close  of  Sabbath* 
school  work."— (Pcr/A,  Knox^a,)  "Prayer-meeting  of  teachers  every 
Sabbath." — {Cupar-Fife;  BonnethiU^  Dundee,)  "Preparation  meeting 
every  Sabbath  morning." — {ChapeUhade^  Dundee.)  "  Prayer-meeting  of 
teachers  and  senior  scholars  every  Sabbath  evening." — {Dudhope^ 
Dundee.)  Prayer-meeting  at  close  of  each  of  schools,  and  monthly  of  all 
the  teachers  jointly."— (Hrtftotwi,  Dundee.)  "Lesson  taken  up  at 
Sabbath  morning  fellowship  meeting.  Found  beneficial." — {M^Cheyne^ 
Dundee.)  "Conversazione  of  all  the  Free  Church  Sabbath-school 
teachers,  with  conference  and  addressea" — {Broughty- Ferry,  East.) 
"Minister  expounds  lesson  statedly  in  the  church;  holds  examination 
after  Divine  service  in  general  once  a  month." — {Tealing,)  "Minister 
has  preparation  meeting  with  teachers  from  time  to  time." — (Colliston,) 
"Lesson  forms  subject  at  weekly  prayer-meeting.  Teachers  meet  for 
prayer  immediately  after  school." — {Barry,)  "Minister  gives  out  a 
text  in  Sabbath-school  every  Sabbath,  on  which  he  questions  scholars 
and  makes  remarks  on  following  Sabbath." — {Olenbervie,)  "Teachers 
meet  for  preparation ;  superintendent  occasionally  present." — (Kingswells  ; 
NevohUU;  Aberdeen,  North,)  Teachers  in  Galashiels  churches  meet 
weekly  to  go  over  the  Sabbath-school  lesson  in  their  Fellowship  Associa- 
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tioDS.  Iq  Ladhope,  the  Shorter  Catechism  question  is  still  made  the 
suhject  of  the  general  lesson,  and  thus  direct  doctrinal  teaching  is 
secured." — (Presbytery  of  Selkirk,) 

*'  Weekly  preparation  class,  and  quarterly  conference  of  teachers." — 
(St.  Clemenfs,  Aberdeen,)  ^^  Notes  on  lessons  supplied  to  teachers,  but  no 
combined  training,  as  most  of  them  live  miles  apart" — (Knockando,) 
"  Session  supplies  teachers  with  magazines  and  notes.  They  meet  every 
Sabbath  at  close  for  prayer  and  conference." — (Nairn,)  "Minister 
occasionally  examines  whole  school  on  Shorter  Catechism  and  lessons." 
— (Avoch.)  "  Teachers  supplied  with  Glasgow  Salbath-achool  Magazine,** 
— (Knockbain,)  "Periodic  examination  by  minister  of  classes  on 
Sabbath." — (Harray,  Orkney,)  "Address  to  school  by  minister  when 
ordinary  exercises  are  over.  Occasional  conference  at  close  of  prayer- 
meeting  in  connection  with  Sabbath-school." — (KirkwaU,)  "Minister 
gives  short  addresses  at  close  of  school  lessons." — (Rotisay,  Orkney,) 
"Minister  frequently  meets  with  teachers  as  to  state  of  schools." — 
(Udny.)  "Quarterly  sermon,  and  minister  visits  school  occasionally. 
All  teachers  are  communicants,  most  of  males  being  office-bearers. 
Meeting  for  prayer  every  Sabbath  evening." — (Oban,)  "  Minister  visits 
school  monthly." — (Ardchattan,)  "  Weekly  meeting  of  teachers,  mainly 
for  prayer :  this  has  led  to  increased  interest  on  part  of  teachers  in  their 
work,  and  an  increase  in  number  of  scholars." — (Tarbert)  "Weekly 
preparation  meeting.  Lesson  made  subject  at  congregational  prayer- 
meeting.  *  International' scheme  giving  great  satisfaction." — (Kinross,) 
"  Sabbath-school  Magazine  and  notes  Hupplied.  Lesson  generally  gone 
over  by  minister  at  weekly  prayer-meeting." — (Botriphnie,)  "  In  sovenl 
congregations  minister  meets  teachers  for  prayer  and  preparation.  Praise 
meetings  of  the  children." — (Presbytery  of  Inverness,)  "  Minister  Bupe^ 
intends  both  schools.  Quarterly  sermon  and  public  examination  on  lessons. 
Minister  at  forenoon  service  makes  remarks  on  lesson  for  following  Sabbath. 
Severe  winter  greatly  interfered  with  Sabbath-school." — ( Oyne,)  "  Before 
dismissal,  two  of  the  teachers  question  scholars  on  lessons,  with  remarks. 
At  close,  teachers  meet  for  prayer  and  study  of  next  lesson." — {Macduff, 
"  Lecture  on  lesson  on  Sabbath  forenoon.  Besides  teachers,  there  are  in 
Sabbath-school,  superintendent,  precentor,  and  clerk."  —  (Budck,) 
"  Visiting  Committee  appointed  by  session ;  available  also  as  super- 
numeraries. Lesson  frequently  expounded  at  prayer-meeting." — (Portsoy,) 
''  Superintendent  advises  with  teachers  as  to  methods.  Lectures  on  Bible 
to  young;  well  attended  and  much  appreciated." — (Meh'ose,)  "  In  most 
cases  sessions  largely  represented  as  teachers  and  superintendents;  in 
some  (Lauder^  etc.),  ministers  superintend.  Addresses  and  sermons  from 
time  to  time  general  throughout  the  bounds." — (Presbytery  ofSdkak) 
"At  close  of  each  ordinary  meeting  of  Sabbath-school,  teachers  meet 
shortly  for  reading  of  Scripture  and  prayer." — (SU  Oeorge*s,  Edinburgh.) 
'^Sabbath  lesson  regularly  expounded  at  previous  prayer-meeting  hj 
minister,  who  opens  the  school  every  Sabbath." — (Kirkliston. )  "  Periodi- 
cal examinations  on  Bible  and  Catechism,  with  special  prizes.  Con- 
ferences on  Sabbath-school  work.  Useful  books  given  to  teachers.** — 
(Oockpen,)  "  As  only  some  of  the  classes  can  take  a  written  examination, 
an  oral  examination  by  a  member  of  Presbytery  might  be  nseful."— 
(Fkdlarton,)  "Lesson  made  subject  of  weekly  prayer-meeting." — 
(Oramond;  Bathgate;  Hutchesontown.) 


XIX.  REPORT  ON  8ABBATH-SCHOOL8  AND  THE  YOUNG.  11 

'' Competitive  examination  on  the  'Life  of  David/  and  qnestions  in 
Shorter  Catechism.'' — (Penicuik,)  "Quarterly  examinations.  Weekly 
prayer-meeting  after  school." — {Fargue,)  "  Local  examination  at  end  of 
session.  Prizes  given  ;  great  interest." — (Dunfermline^ Abbey,)  "  Prayer 
and  conference  among  teachers  and  older  scholars." — {Rotskeen,) 


a 


International "  Series  of  Lessons. 


Besides  notes  as  to  lessons  under  foregoing  head,  the  following  refer- 
ences are  made  to  the  '^  International "  Series,  which  appear  gradually, 
though  slowly,^  to  be  gaining  ground : — 

*'  International  notes  used." — {Leith^  St,  John's  ;  St,  PauVs,  Edinburgh; 
Mayfield^  Edinburgh;  Uphall;  Loanhead;  Kinning  Park;  Alloa^  East / 
Forfar,  East;  Helensburgh^  West)  "  Shorter  Catechism  regularly  used  ; 
children  catechised  before  congregation."  —  (Orange^  Edinburgh,) 
"  Shorter  Catechism  and  International  series." — (Blackridge,)  "  Minister 
expounds  International  lessons  every  Sabbath  afternoon.  — {Rothesay^ 
Oaelic)  **  International  series  much  approved,  after  three  years'  trial. 
Monthly  'leaflets'  found  to  interest  both  teachers  and  scholars." — (Stirling j 
Craigs,)  International  found  very  suitable  in  every  respect." — (Broughty 
Ferry ^  East,)  '*  International  series  of  lessons  and  notes  to  teachers 
much  prized." — (Fordc/un,) 

"Children's  Record." 

The  circulation  of  the  Children's  Record^  in  its  recently  improved  form, 
has  now  reached  78,000  monthly,  being  an  increase  over  last  year  of 
2000.  Of  these,  71,867  are  circulated  among  our  Sabbath-schools,  and 
the  remainder  through  other  channels.  It  is  surely  to  be  regretted,  both 
on  account  of  its  missionary  intelligence  and  on  other  grounds,  that  there 
are  still  so  many  of  our  Sabbath-schools  where  it  is  not,  even  to  the 
smallest  extent,  received.  Among  those  so  reported  in  the  schedules, 
there  are  fifty  schools,  attended  by  about  7000  children,  or  on  an  average 
by  140  in  each  school,  where  not  a  copy  of  the  Record  is  in  circulation. 
In  a  few  of  these  this  is  probably  ftom  want  of  funds,  but  in  many  it  is 
not  so,  as  other  periodicals  are  given,  which,  however  excellent  other- 
wise, give  no  missionary  intelligence  of  the  missions  of  the  Free  Church, 
or  of  any  other.  Might  not  this  matter  be  considered  by  Presbyteries, 
when  they  have  the  subject  of  Sabbath-schools  under  consideration  ? 

The  following  notes  are  given  : — 

"  Care  taken  to  send  a  copy  of  Children's  Record  to  every  family." — 
(Cluny.)  "  Session  supplies  Record  to  each  scholar." — (Nairn,) 
*'  Superintendent  examines  children  monthly  on  contents  of  Children's 
Record,  and  also  questions  them  on  the  quarterly  sermon,  on  subsequent 
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Sabbath." — {Torry,  Aberdeen.)  "  Attention  of  scholars  on  first  Sabbath 
of  month  specially  directed  to  Children's  Eecord^  and  on  following  Sabbath 
its  contents  more  or  less  made  use  of  in  general  exercises." — {Catiop$.) 
"  Children*s  Record  found  useful." — (Presbytery  of  Stranraer,) 

Rewa«rds  and  Encouragements  to  Scholars,  etc. 

Very  obviously,  under  this  head,  are  found  the  effects  of  hints  gathered 
from  former  Beports  by  the  Committee.  The  stimulus,  both  to  attend- 
ance and  attention,  shown  to  be  created  by  rewards,  however  ample  and 
inexpensive,  if  judiciously  given,  has  evidently  induced  the  largely 
extended  adaption  of  them.  The  notes  are  moreover  interesting,  as 
indicating  the  thoughtful  care  and  kindly  ingenuity  applied  to  whatever 
may  tend  to  the  outward  prosperity  of  the  school. 

''Attendance  greatly  more  regular  by  carefully  marking  roll,  and 
giving  reward  books  at  end  of  year  to  those  who  have  three-fourths  of 
possible  attendance.  Money  hitherto  spent  on  trips  and  soirees,  now  dis- 
continued, has  gone  to  cover  cost." — {8t  Niman'Sy  Leith.)  ''Summer 
trip.''— (Ratho.)  "  Trip  and  soiree."— (Granton,  Edinburgh  ;  HarthiU; 
Dowtmvale;  KirkintiUoeh,  St.  Andrev^s;  Denny.) 

"  Teachers  give  books  to  their  scholars  for  regular  attendance  and  pro* 
ficiency.  Attendance  excellent,  and  much  interest  manifested." — \St. 
Stephen's^  Edinburgh.)  "  Prizes  for  best  reports  of  quarterly  sermon  to 
the  young.  A  prize  for  each  class,  only  members  of  which  compete  for 
i\J'—{SL  PatiTs^  Edinburgh.)  "  In  mission  school,  reward  cards,  given 
quarterly  for  bringing  Bible  and  hymn-book  regularly,  have  been  efG^tive 
lor  the  purpose,  as  well  as  for  making  attendance  more  regular."— 

J  Bathgate.)  "  Daily  tickets  for  attendance,  and  reward  tickets  quarterly, 
lymns  and  books  at  New  Year." — (Blackridge.)  "  Free  ticketa  given  to 
scholars  to  congregational  soiree.  Picnic  in  snmmer.  Beward  boob 
at  Christmas." — {Swinton.)  "Picnic  in  summer,  soiree  in  winter,  given 
by  congregation." — (Oreeniaw.)  "  Presents  of  little  books  to  most  regular 
attenders." — (LangUm.)  "  Free  tickets  to  congregational  soiree  are  macb 
appreciated  by  scholars."  —  (Allanton.)  "Prizes  for  attendance  and 
repeating  '  Golden  Texts'  at  close  of  year." — (Stewarton.)  "  We  use 
trips,  soirees,  and  prizes,  and  find  them  good,  notwithstanding  their  many 
evils.  Bait  is  good,  if  it  catch  the  fish.  Prizes  for  repetition  of  texts 
found  very  usefal." — (Stevenston.)  "  Books  given  to  all  scholars  firBt 
Sabbath  of  year." — (KUbirnie.)  "  Cards,  small  books,  Children's  BeeordSf 
and  library;  also  trip  in  summer  and  soiree  in  winter." — (Kibnamodei 
Orange.)  "Prizes  yearly  for  attendance  and  proficiency;  130  given 
last  year."  (Barrowfield^  Glasgow.)  "  Prizes  and  soiree."-— (Ciimi«nia»UL) 
"  Prizes  given  to  scholars  with  whom  examiners  were  satisfied.  Bene- 
ficial effect  on  the  various  classes. "^J2o«e  Street,  Glasgow.)  "Tickets 
and  prizes;  Bibles,  and  books  on  religion  and  morals."— {^tAesoy,  West) 
"  Prizes  at  close  of  session  for  regularity  of  attendance,  diligence,  carelu 
preparation,  and  good  conduct  Children's  Record  distributed  beginning 
of  each  month,  and  another  publication  towurd  the  close  of  it."— (Doflor.) 
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**  A  great  amomit  of  latent  interest  in  the  work  developed  in  conneotion 
with  preparation  of  a  '  tree '  laden  with  presents  for  the  children,  at  the 
annual  soiree." — (Tullibocfy.)  '^  Trip  and  soiree ;  small  tickets  are  given ; 
a  certain  number  of  these,  when  collected,  being  exchanged  for  a  larger 
card.  Books,  etc.,  given  occasionally."— (^tVM.)  ^<  Both  in  Sabbath* 
school  and  Bible  class,  prizes  given  for  written  examinations  on  subject 
of  study  during  the  year.  The  plan,  however,  is  not  altogether  free  from 
fault,  as  sometimes  a  spirit  of  emulation  is  unduly  stirred." — (Errol) 
*^  Annual  meeting,  when  report  given  in  by  superintendent,  and  addresses 
to  scholars  by  neighbouring  ministers.  Last  summer  also  an  open-air 
meeting;  much  relished  by  the  young  people.'* — (Cupar -Fife.)  '^ Books 
given  for  excellence  in  Shorter  Catechism  and  written  exercises." — (Ceres.) 
^'  Written  examination  on  work  done  in  school  found  to  give  greater  interest. 
Prizes  to  highest  marks." — {Forfar^  East,)  "  Book  prizes  for  proficiency, 
specially  in  Shorter  Catechism." — {Kirriemuir^  South.)  "  Prizes  for  repe- 
tition of  texts  and  Shorter  Catechism ;  special  for  best  essay  on  '  life  of 
Joseph.'" — (Broughty  Ferry^  EasL)  "Prizes  for  Shorter  Catechism, 
thus: — ^those  under  10  years,  to  answer  first  25  questions  correctly ;  10  years 
and  under  13  years,  the  first  56 ;  13  years  and  upwards,  the  whole  107. 
As  a  result,  some  who,  when  beginning,  could  scarcely  answer  one  question, 
could  with  very  few  mistakes  repeat  the  whole." — {Albert  Square^ 
Dundee,)  "  Many  prizes  given  at  soiree  for  diligence  and  close  attention." 
{Bonnetkill,  Dundee,)  "  Annual  meeting  of  all  the  schools,  when  reports 
given  in,  with  addresses  by  ministers." — {Kinneff',)  "Annual  soiree; 
books  given  to  all  scholars,  also  reward  cards  to  younger  classes  for 
regular  attendance." — {Olenbervie,)  ''Some  large  ulustrative  pictures 
lately  introduced.  Found  to  be  attractive.  Prizes  occasionally  ;  these, 
with  annual  soiree,  have  good  efiect. " — {Blctekhwmj  Aberdeen,)  "  Last  year 
a  *  Christmas  tree.' " — {Kingewdh,)  "  The  practice  of  giving  to  the  most 
regular  in  attendance  beautifully  illuminated  certificates  is  still  continued 
with  good  effect.  Last  year  58  received  such ;  this  year  the  number 
was  increased  to  80.  These  certificates  must  be  earned  out  of  a  possible 
50,  by  48,  49  or  50  attendances.  During  past  two  years,  10  have  been 
present  every  Sabbath  in  1879  and  1880."— (Ibrry,  Aberdeen,) 

"  Beward  cards  at  end  of  year  for  attendance." — {Knoehando.)  "A 
member  of  the  congregation  gives  prizes  for  regularity,  good  conduct,  and 
thorough  preparation  of  lessona" — {Nairn,)  "  Reward  cards  and  prizes 
given  by  minister  seem  to  increase  attention." — {Avaeh,)  "  To  encourage 
attendance,  a  book  prize  given  to  every  scholar  at  end  of  year,  value 
depending  upon  regularity." — {Knoclcbain,)  "Prizes  given." — {Wick,) 
"  Distribution  of  reward  books." — {Kirkwall,)  "  Tickets  and  little  books 
given  for  regular  attendance  and  diligence."  —  {Delting,  Shetland.) 
"  Beward  books  for  attendance  tried  with  success." — {Let^ick,)  "  Soiree 
and  a  few  prizes  have  been  very  serviceable." — ( Udny,)  "Annual  tea  given 
to  school  and  Bible  class  have  stimulated.  Also  prizes  for  reading  the 
Scriptures,  answers  to  questions  on  passage,  accurate  repeating  of  Psalms." 
— (iSfatfw.)  "Prizes  given  for  written  exercises  on  prescribed  subjects 
bearing  on  lesson.  Sabbath-school  regularly  catechised  on  the  sermon  by 
minister,  with  good  result." — {Tetholm.)  **  Written  examination  on 
Scripture  subjects,  for  which  prizes  are  given.  Quarterly  sermons." — 
{Bedlater,)  "Picnic  and  prizes,  to  encourageattendance  and  good  behaviour. 
^Crotnor.)    "  Annual  social  meeting.    Beligions  literature  distributed." 
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— (Alves,)  '*  Prizes  to  Bible  class  found  stimnlating." — {Elginj  Soutiu) 
**  Prizes  for  repetition  of  Shorter  Oatechism." — {UrquharL)  '^Examioft' 
tions,  oral  and  written;  prizes  given." — (Dumhartonf  High.)  "Prizesfor 
repeating  the  whole  of  the  Psalms,  and  the  whole,  or  two-thirds,  of  the 
Shorter  Catechism,  with  good  results/' — (Pariknockie.)  "Prizes  lor 
singing  hymns,  for  answers  to  Bible  questions,  and  Shorter  CateehiBB. 
Special  interest  shown  in  prizes  awarded  by  votes  of  scholars  to  tbaM 
whose  attendance  had  been  most  regular,  and  whose  conduct  had  Imi 
most  exemplary." — {Ellon,) 

"Reward  canis  given;  library  books  eagerly  read." — (Gleneot) 
"  Annual  soiree  and  trip."  — (Fort  WUliamj  Auchtergaven,)  "  Prizei  k 
regular  attendance.'* — (Raaaay.)  '^  Prizes  to  best  scholars." — (Carba^ 
Lewis,)  "Reward  cards  at  end  of  year  for  perfect  attendance  andh 
regular  attendance." — (Stonwway,  Emjlish,)  "  Roll  called  reguUrij; 
prizes  for  attendance." — (Moulin,) 


Provision  for  the  Young  in  Pulpit  Services,  etc. 

The  importance  of  such  provision  seems  now  to  be  almost  nnivenallf 
acknowledged.  A  great  variety  of  methods  is  followed,  but  all  in  the 
direction  of  making  the  public  services  more  useful  and  attractive  to  tha 
young.  In  many  cases  there  are  periodically  special  sermons,  in  othea 
a  brief  address,  in  others  a  few  words  in  course  of,  or  at  close  of,  ordinuj 
sermon.     All  these  will  be  found  in  the  following : — 

"  Minister  specially  addresses  the  young  every  Sabbath  forenoon,  it 
connection  with  Scripture  read  before  sermon." — (St^  Stephen's^  £&) 
"  Ten  minutes'  address  to  children  previous  to  forenoon  lecture  or  sermon." 
(Fountainbridge,  Edinburgh,)  "Ten  minutes'  address  in  forenoon  befn 
reading  of  chapter.  Parents  requested  to  ask  their  children  aboat  it  at 
home." — ( UphalL)  "  Sermons  to  children  from  time  to  time.** — (IfsM^ 
burgh;  Cunningham^  Glasgow ;  Lome  Street^  Campbeltown;  BetMM; 
Harray^  Orkney,) 

"  Monthly  sermon  to  the  young.'* — {St,  David '«,  Edinburgh ;  Orufit 
Edinburgh;  Polmont ;  Rothesay,  West;  Ceres;  Skiins,)  "Every  tio 
months." — {Bourtree  Bush;  Denny;  Barry,)  "Quarterly  sermons ts 
the  young." — {Shettleston ;  Butherglen,  East;  Kirhoall,) 

"  Quarterly  sermon  to  the  young,  but  also  remembered  in  ordiuif 
weekly  discourse,  getting  at  least  a  crumb  as  their  own  to  carry  awa^ 
They  are  ready  to  catch  it,  and  told  to  keep  it,  and  are  asked  to  sWff 
that  they  do  so  by  Scripture  proof  or  illustration  next  Lord's  Day.  Ihf 
have  been  accustomed  to  this  now  for  five  years." — (Oreenlaw,)  "  8W 
address  given  by  minister  to  the  children,  of  about  seven  minutes,  at  tsA 
diet  of  worship  on  Sabbaths." — {Saltcoats.)  "  Brief  addreflses  in  clmnktt 
Sabbath  forenoons.  Very  useful  in  Sabbath-school,  both  to  teaofaertfl 
scholar." — {Kilmarnock^  Grange. )  "  Minister  gives  ten  minntes'  tidk  totb 
children  every  Sabbath  forenoon." — (Cunningham^  Glaggow,)  **  Ifinirtir 
addresses  the  young  in  course  of  each  Sabbath  forenoon,  taking  up  SaUH^ 
school  lesson  for  the  day." — {Kinning  Park. )  "  Children  shortly  addnflrf 
every  Sabbath  forenoon." — {Rose  Street^  Olasgow,)     "  Sermoo  to  JMV 
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half-yearly." — (Aberlemno,)  **  About  three  times  a  yetiiJ*-—(Olenbervie,) 
'^  Eight  minutes'  address  every  Sabbath  forenoon  to  children  by 
minister,  in  connection  with*  chapter  read." — {Broughty-Ferry^  East) 
'^  Address  on  Sabbath-school  lesson  from  pulpit  every  Sabbath  fore- 
noon, teachers  and  scholars  being  present." — {Chalmers',  Dundee; 
**  Address  to  young  every  second  Sabbath  at  close  of  forenoon  sermon  ; 
found  greatly  usefal.'' — {Kinneff)  ^'  Subject  of  lecture  each  Sabbath 
afternoon,  Sabbath-school  lesson  for  following  Sabbath.  Intended 
as  a  help  to  parents,  teachers,  and  scholars." — {Inseh,)  ''A  few 
notes  at  afternoon  worship  on  next  Sabbath's  lesson." — (Inverurie,) 
*' Sabbath-school  lesson  expounded  in  church." — (CuUen;  PartknoMe), 
^'  Bible-class  lesson  made  subject  of  Sabbath  forenoon  lecture." — {Oordon,) 
''  Afternoon  service  devoted  largely  to  the  young,  minister  giving  courses 
of  biblical  and  catechetical  instruction." — \Dunferrnline,  Abbey.)  ^*  Ten 
minutes'  sermon  to  children  every  Sabbath  forenoon  as  part  of  regular 
service." — (Largo,)  **  Course  of  Sabbath  evening  services  for  children. 
Carried  on  for  several  years ;  held  in  church ;  large  attendance ;  great 
interest;  very  encouraging." — {8t,  Andrews.)  "  Open-air  sermon  to  all 
the  children  and  parents." — {Canonbie.) 

Separate  Sabbath  and  Week-day  Services. 

To  such  services  there  is  less  reference  than  formerly,  though  still,  in 
many  instances,  they  are  conducted  with  great  interest  and  success. 
The  increased  attractiveness  to  the  young  of  the  ordinary  services  has 
probably  in  some  cases  made  such  separate  services  less  needful.  The 
following  are  referred  to  : — 

"  Sabbath  forenoon  services  for  young,  in  Pilrig  and  in  Bennington 
districts.  Numerously  attended,  and  well  conducted."  —  (Pilrig,) 
"  Children's  service  every  Sabbath  forenoon.  Attendance  about  100." 
—(Falkland.)  "  Service  for  mission  children." — (Arhroatli,  High  Street.) 
*^  Children's  church.  Most  of  the  children  attending  Mission  Sabbath- 
school." — (Tnverbrothock.)  "  Services  for  young ;  attendance  about 
350." — (Elgin,  High.)  "  An  elder  conducts  Sabbath  morning  meeting.*' 
— (Bowling,) 

Missionary  Contributions. 

The  contributions  of  the  children  to  Missionary  objects  for  the  year 
amount  to  £4539,  15el  9^d.  It  would  not  have  been  surprising,  con- 
sidering the  long  and  still  continued  commercial  depression,  and  the 
hindrance  from  attendance,  in  some  cases  for  months,  during  the  excep- 
tionally stormy  winter,  if  in  this  department  there  had  been  a  consider- 
able falling  off.  Instead  of  there  being  so,  the  above  amount  exceeds  that 
of  last  year  by  £17,  lis.  8^d.  The  coloured  leaflets,  suggesting  a 
separate  object  for  each  successive  two  months,  issued  and  recommended 
by  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee,  appear  to  be  useful.  The  total, 
given  above,  includes  the  '*  New  Year  Offering,"  this  year  devoted  to  a 
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new  "  Bethel "  or  floating  church  for  Genoa  harbour.  This  object  was 
gone  into  with  great  spirit,  £726,  18s.  lOd.  having  been  collected  for  the 
purpose.  The  first  money  for  the  '' Bethel"  which  reached  the  treasury, 
was  half-a-crown  from  the  manse  children  of  the  Island  of  Coll.  Among 
the  following,  a.  happy  idea  is  given  from  Newhaven: — 

^' Found  very  advantageous  for  the  mission  fund  to  adopt  a  special 
scheme.  We  have  agreed  to  support  two  children  in  the  Santhal  MiasioD, 
the  girla  supporting  a  girl^  and  tim  hwfB  a  boy.  This  resolution,  and  our 
letters  from  the  children  adopted,  and  from  the  missionary,  have  gi^^n  a 
new  impulse,  and  increased  tiie  contributions." — (Newhaven^  EdMurgk) 
^'  At  New  Tear  meeting,  much  interest  caused  by  the  money  for  missioDfl 
being  voted  away  by  the  scholars  to  objects  proposed  by  some  of  their  own 
number,  selected  for  the  purpose,  by  superintendent" — {SL  PauJC^ 
Edivhurgh)  '^The  missionary  leaflets  have  helped  to  increaae  the 
m\j&te^\J'— (Edinburgh,  Higk ;  Tullibody.) 

*'  Upwards  of  £7  raised  for  missions  by  private  missionary-box."— 
{Burghead.)  ^'  Interest  in  missions  decidedly  deepened."  —  (OH 
Meldrum.)  ''  A  missionary  class  works  for  a  mission  abroad.  Missionary 
intelligence  is  read,  and  much  interest  manifested."  —  {Bayndk.) 
^'  Adoption  of  schemes  suggested  by  Foreign  Mission  Secretary  has  tended 
to  increase  contributions." — [Baihgate.)  '*  Weekly  collection  for  missions, 
a  di&rent  object  being  selected  by  the  teachers  each  month,  and  explained 
to  the  children  by  minister.  Results  good." — (Perth^  West,)  '*  Annual 
missionary  soiree  of  all  the  scholars,  congregational  and  district,  held  for 
allocation  of  funds  collected.  Addresses  on  missions,  etc/'—- {PertA, 
Middle.)  *' Decrease  in  contributions  chiefly  from  the  stormy  weather, 
which  often  greatly  reduced  our  small  numbers." — (Logiealmond.) 
**  Special  missionary  meeting  of  all  the  Sabbath-school  children,  with  ex- 
iiibition  of  Indian  missionary  views,  and  lecture." — {Broughty  Ferry^ 
East.)  *'  Systematic  giving  for  missions  impressed  on  scholaxs.  Objects 
collected  for  are  changed,  and  fully  explained,  quarterly.  These  are  not 
confined  to  misaonary  objects  proper." — {Broughty  Ferry,  St.  Luke's.) 
*'  Uniform  mission  schemes  within  the  bounds  for  say  three  months,  and 
preparing  short  missionary  addresses  for  each  Sabbath,  to  be  read  firom 
the  desk,  would  increase  interest  and  contributions." — (d^pe&kidis, 
Dimdlee.)  ^'  Presbytery  has  held  missionary  meeting  for  Sabbath  scholars 
in  this  district;  there  was  also  conference  with  teachers." — (Momfiethf 
South.)  "  Marked  improvement  this  year  in  contributions,  from  having  a 
separate  box  for  each  class." — (Olehbervie.)  ^^  Missionary  boxes  intnh 
duoed,  and  have  done  much^good  in  enlisting  intere8L''-^Z>pamdb.)  ''  Why 
should  not  our  Foreign  Missions  Committee  give  a  book-prise  to  every 
child  who  collects  5s.  for  New  Year  Offinrmg,  as  London  Miasiaiiaiy 
Society  does  ?  "— (Pcr/A,  West.) 

Sabbath-School  Missioxi  of  Mr.  Charles  S.  Izigli& 

Thirty  Free  Church  oongTQgmtionSy  and  the  various  SabbatlHKbools 
oonnected  with  them,  have  been  visited  by  Mr*  Inglis  during  the  piat 
year.    Many  testimonies  have  been  given  in  former  Beports  to  the  grest 
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a]  benefits  derived  from  his  visits.  As  there  may  he  coDgregatioDS 
isire  the  services  of  Blr.  Inglis,  hut  who  are  waiting  till  these  are 
I  it  ma  J  be  well  here  to  state  that  he  only  goes  to  congregations 
pecially  invited.    His  own  brief  report  for  the  year  is  as  follows : — 


ISITATION  BY  MR.  C.  S.  INGLIS  OP  SABBATH  SCHOOLS 

IN  OONNXCTION  WITH  THE  FrEE  ChURCU, 

MAT  1880  TO  APRIL  1881. 

»  viritation  of  Sahhath-achools,  etc.,  in  connection  with  the  Free  Church, 
30  to  April  18SI,  the  places  visited  have  been  as  follows  : — 


Ul 

Coatbridge. 

Glasgow. 

imknolL 

East 

Cowcaddens. 

Newcastleton 

lam  Street. 

Middle. 

Canningham. 

Xewmills. 

1. 

Denholm. 

Milton. 

Newton. 

t. 

Donglas. 

St.  David's. 

Selkirk. 

irk. 

Edioburgh. 

Skirling. 

im. 

Cowgate. 

Hawick. 

Tablestone. 

ke. 

Heasance. 

St.  Andrew's. 

Uddingstone. 

nalang. 

Stockbridge. 

West  Port. 

ford. 

Tron. 

e  enumeration  of  meetings,  and  a  list  of  places  visited,  does  not  convey 
eft  of  the  work,  or  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  carried  on.  The  following 
tracts  from  my  diary  may  be  given  as  examples  : — 


1880.— Hawick. 

K!iober  24. — St.  Andrew's  Congregation, 

Sabbath  School, 

Weensland  Sabbath -school, 

Bible  CUss, 

Teachers,    . 
25. — Prayer-meeting, 
26.— West  Port,  Children, 

Prayer-meeting,  . 

Teachers,     . 
27.— St.  Andrew's,  Children, 
Etc.  Etc. 


•» 


»> 


n 


1.30  P.M. 

3. 

4.30. 

6. 

7. 
8. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
7. 


A  Day's  Work  at  Coatbridge. — 1881. 

March  27. — ^East,  Young  Men's  Association, . 
Middle,  „  ,, 

East,  Congregation,  . 
Middle,  Bible  Class,  . 
Middle,  Sabbath-school, 

East,  >i  »»  •         • 

Middle,  Congregation, 
Teachers'  Meeting, 
Etc.  Etc. 

rramme  of  some  of  the  district  meetings,  which  can  be  had  by  application 
:retarie8  of  the  Edinburgh  Sabbath-school  Teachers'  Union,  will  l&o^wever 
letailed  infoimation  to  inquiring  friends. 

lectures  and  addresses,  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and    'fc^^irenty, 
1  given  to  congregations,  parents,  teachers,  and  Sabbath-schoola  ;    \><3aidea 

19  ^ 


10.15  A.M. 

10.30. 

2  P.M. 

3.30. 
4.30. 
4.45. 
6.30. 
7.30. 


cjJrt**  viud  i«»;it   2L  ^  »i:nni2iiOK.  'P'TLL  ff:i*flr  D*fun 
ji**nru.  aciC  n.  ii'iii*:  Wi««e*  tii^j  lotC.  w  ut  w^^s.  m-  jfkii(«_ 


leL'.j^  EUtde,  €£^^»:!i^>  im  oar  br^  ccstres  of  pff^laftT,  aad  of  ecc- 
rei!rp9&clrig  dai^ger.     Tbc  ffAli/rning  Dotes  are  givai : — 


Bajy)  of  H'-j^  eoclictT«es  to  prosper.'* — (Bote  Stmi^  C7<nyo«". 
B^«'i  of  Hvpe  ovbi^ecnied  vlth  tLe  KrbooL'' — (KirtimillodL  ^.  ^wilrrv'i. 
**  B^r^d  '/f  H'^/e,  coi^.uiDg  of  62  BMroberB,  meets  ereiy  Fridaj 
alUrnuiUs^lj  to  bear  adire«e«s  finom  mickter,  office-^«aren^  mud 
arid  tc»  practjse  brmiu.'' — (Demny,)  ^Baod  of  Hope  foniied  latelj,  vii^ 
er«ry  pr/*pect  of  § afwe^s."— (Awir^fw  AoA,  JfervJeea.)  **  Band  of  Hoje 
ba«  be^n  foHned." — (Harrmf,  Orbney.)  ^  In  the  tvo  Galashiels  ixigiega- 
tiobii  tb^re  are  Barjdi»  of  Hope,  which  baTe  been  fbond  Tciy  Tmloable  belps 
to  the  fec'r.ooif.  In  the  Galashiels  Free  Chovdi  there  are  472  meiD- 
bem  on  the  Band  of  Hope  roll,  30G  of  whom  are  under  fovteen  jean  of 
age.  Id  the  Ladhope  Free  Church  Band  of  Hc^  there  are  274 
iatta}j^n.  Meetings  well  attended,  and  much  enjojed  bj  the  joong.** — 
(PreiJljryUry  of  Selkirk.)  '<Band  of  Hope,  with  aUendanoe  of  ICa**— 
i/kUlaler,)  '^  Singing-class  is  also  a  Band  of  Hope." — (Reniom^  Lewtm- 
$UU,)  '*  A  weekly  Band  of  Hope  and  Jnvenile  Temperance  meeting, 
with  a  monthly  lectare  for  parents  and  children  together.  Found  help- 
ful.^— (FounlaiiArid^^  EdMurgh.)  '*  Members  of  miiMster's  class  and 
teacher  are  all  total  abstaioerB." — {Carioway^  LtwU.) 


libraries. 

The  importance  of  Libraries,  both  for  children  and  teachers,  is  being 
more  and  more  recognised.     An  elder  in  Kaim  shows  his  hearty  iDterest 
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in  the  Sabbath-scbool  by  giving  £6  for  the  Library.  It  is  suggested 
that  "old  scbolars,**  wbo  may  have  prospered  in  the  world,  might 
scarcely  better  or  more  lastingly  benefit  their  old  Sabbath-school  than 
by  providing  the  means  for  a  carefully  selected  Library.  The  following 
references  are  made  : — 

"  A  Library  in  circulation,  much  appreciated  both  by  the  children  and 
the  parents." — {St.  Martfa^  Edinburgh.)  "  Libraries  provided ;  found 
helpful  in  interesting  the  children  in  the  schools." — {Bathgate.) 
**  Sabbath-school  library.  Usefiil." — {Dalkeith,)  "  There  is  great  need 
of  a  scheme  for  libraries  and  for  books  which  would  commend  themselves 
to  Free  Church  people,  and  also  for  help  to  poor  localities  for  these  pur- 
poses."— (Hurlford.)  **  A  library  maintained  for  use  of.  the  scholars.*' — 
{Kinning  Park,  Glasgow.)  "Great  interest  in  Sabbath-school  library, 
to  which  £5  worth  of  books  were  added  this  year." — {KetUe.)  "  9abbath- 
scbool  library  found  of  immense  importance.  The  books  are  carefully 
selected  and  read  regularly  in  every  family  of  the  congregation." — 
(Ladybank,)  "  Books  in  Sabbath-school  libraries,  of  which  there  is 
always  a  fresh  supply,  much  nm  after  and  read,  and,  it  is  believed,  are  a 
means  of  spiritual  good." — (Fordoun,)  "An  office-bearer  has  given  £5 
to  purchase  additional  books  for  Sabbath-school  library." — (Nairn.)  "  A 
Sabbath-school  library  has  been  established,  and  small  books  and 
periodicals  are  given  monthly  to  the  children.  These  seem  greatly  to 
encourage  them,  and  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  school." — {Walls^ 
Shetland.)  "Sabbath-school  library  eagerly  taken  advantage  of." — 
{Harra^^  Orkney.)  "Our  small  library  is  of  use  in  interesting,  and,  it 
is  hoped,  in  creating  a  tasto  for  reading." — (Eousay,  Orkney.) 


Praise. 

Week-day  meetings  for  praise,  when  the  practice  of  singing  is  usually 
combined  with  efforts  for  the  spiritual  good  of  the  children,  are  on  the  in- 
crease. In  one  of  the  returns  {Ahoyne)^  it  is  stated  that  "  unquestionably 
the  praise-class  forms  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the  Sabbath-school." 

"  Praise-meeting  held  during  winter  months  on  Saturday  afternoons ; 
one  half-hour  given  to  precentor  for  practice  of  music,  the  other  to  the 
study  of  some  Bible  word,  such  as  '  Rose,'  etc. ;  in  connection  therewith 
the  children  are  asked  to  search  for  texts  the  preceding  week.  Found 
an  interesting  and  profitable  exercise." — (Peebles.)  "  Week-day  praise- 
meetings." — (Ratho.)  **  Weeklv  praise-meeting  for  the  young  throughout 
past  winter;  the  *  Life  of  Joseph,'  in  song,  has  been  practised.  The  minister 
attended,  and  gave  a  five  minutes'  address  in  middle  of  meeting." — (Green- 
law.) "A  junior  and  a  senior  singing-class  are  held."— (jffmntn^Parit,  Glas- 
gow.) "Praise-meeting weekly. ** — (Fountainbridge.)  "Superintendent of 
congregational  school  is  an  enthusiastic  singer;  this  is  a  great  means  of 
interesting  the  children." — (Shettleston.)  "  Singing-class  for  the  children 
held  weekly  during  winter,  where   hymns   sung  in  Sabbath-school  are 
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practiced  ;  well  atteoded  by  teacbers  and  children.  Besolt,  tlie  siro::ng 
on  Sabbath  is  greatly  improved." — [Lome  Street,  Campbelton.)  "  Praise 
meeting  for  children  conducted  by  precentor  before  weekly  prayer- metriiLg 
in  winter;  found  useful." — {Perth,  St.  LtonarcCs.)  "A  Sabbatb-scbo »l 
sin^ing-cla&s  was  started  this  winter,  and  has  done  much  good." — {Gilcom- 
ston,  Aberdeen.)  "  Service  of  praise  on  week-night  found  very  interesting 
to  the  children,  and  helpful  to  the  Sabbath-school." — (Jedburgh.)  "Class 
for  singing  part  of  the  year." — (Wolfelee.)  "  Children  tan^t  in  praL«e- 
class  to  hing  the  *'  Exodus  of  Israel.'  This  was  sung  at  a  service  of  praise 
which  was  very  largely  attended  by  the  parents,  and  was  highlj  appreci- 
ated. Unquestionably  the  praise-class  forms  a  powerful  auxiliary  to  the 
Sabbath-school." — {Ahoyne.)  "Praise-meeting." — (Ballater.)  **  Minister 
conducts  a  sioging-class  for  Sabbath  scholars  every  Fridaj  eren'in^ 
Services  of  praise  and  open-air  concerts  have  been  given  by  the  dasa  and 
greatly  appreciated." — \Renton,  Levenside.)  "Praise  meeting  once  a 
week." — {Aristruiher.)  Weekly  praise  meeting;  attendance  70  to  80." 
— (Invert  iel.) 

MisceUaneous. 

This  year,  as  formerly,  many  details,  suggestions,  and  remarks  are 
contained  in  the  returns,  which  cannot  be  arranged  nnder  any  of  the 
foregoing  heads,  respectively.  The  following  selection  from  these  is 
given,  without  any  attempt  at  classification.  Ministers,  superintendentf, 
and  teachers  may  find  among  these  some  hints  which  may  be  oaefhl  in 
their  various  spheres : — 

"A  short  and  earnest  address  at  close  found  an  excellent  means  uf 
bringing  home  the  lesson  to  the  children." — (Granton,  Edinburg^.i 
"  Weekly  meetings  held  at  present  for  office-bearers,  parents,  and  teachers, 
for  prayer  and  conference  in  connection  with  the  Sabbath-schools.  Great 
order  and  quietness  in  the  school.  Parents  found  to  appreciate  and  take 
an  interest  in  the  school  as  valuable  for  their  children.  A  school  con- 
ducted by  St  Lnke's  young  men  in  a  country  district  near  Edinburgh.'''' 
(St  Luke's,  Edinburgh.)  "  Quarterly  meeting  of  Sabbath-school  teachers, 
with  address  on  their  work." — (St.  George's,  Edinburgh.)  ^<  Mission 
schools  carried  on  conjointly  by  St  Cuthbert's  and  Qreyfiriars'  oongre- 
gations." — (St.  Cuthberfs,  Edinburgh.)  "British  Worhnan  circulated 
among  senior  scholars.  Band  of  Hope  meeting  every  Saturday  evening, 
when  new  hymns  are  practised  for  Sabbath-school.  Attendance  60  tu 
70.  During  winter,  a  series  of  lessons  in  physiology  given  to  the  senior 
lads  every  alternate  Saturday,  by  one  of  the  teachers,  a  medical  student.' 
— (Edinburgh,  High.)  "Savings  Bank  in  connection  with  the  school"— 
(GratUon.)  "  Penny  Savings  BanTt  with  200  depositors."— (Awe  Strtd, 
Glasgow,)  *'  Work  almost  at  a  standstill  for  four  months,  from  the  snow." 
— (Leslie  and  Pre^inqi/.) 

"  Three  special  prizes  given  again  this  year  to  those  who  had  been 
most  successful  in  bringing  non-Sabbath-school-goers  to  the  Fcfaool  during 
the  year." — (HarthilL)     "  A  young  man  recently  changed,  and  now  a 
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member  of  our  congregation,  has  commenced  a  Sabbath-class  in  his  home, 
and  also  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  at  the  farm-steading  where  he  resides.'' 
— (Chimside.)  "  Minister,  when  visiting  pastorally,  catechises  from 
Shorter  Catechism  all  members  of  families  attending  the  Sabbath-school 
and  Bible-classes." — (Gatrine,)  "Our  Sabbath-school  is  onr  greatest 
hope  in  a  degraded  district." — (Stevenaton,)  "£leven  out  of  the  23 
teachers  were  formerly  our  own  scholars*" — {Hutchesoniown,)  '^Evan- 
gelistic meeting  for  the  young  on  afternoon,  at  5.15,  of  Communion 
Sabbaths." — (Cunningham^  Glasgow.)  '^During  past  year  there  was  a 
written  examination  of  the  scholars  on  the  whole  of  the  Shorter  Catechism. 
Those  above  twelve,  in  the  Catechism  with  proofis  ]  those  below  twelve, 
in  the  Catechism  alone.  Results  highly  satisfactory.  Seven  prizes  were 
given  in  each  division.  The  maximum  marks  obtainable  being  150,  all 
the  prize-takers  received  upwards  of  130  marks.  A  generous  office-bearer 
has  offered  a  larger  number  of  prizes  for  extension  of  this  system  next 
year." — {Govern^  St,  Man/'s.)  "Last  year  we  instituted  systematic 
examination  of  scholars.  Two  sets  of  questions  were  prepared,  one  for 
juniors,  one  for  seniors.  On  questions  being  put  to  each  child,  the 
answers  were  taken  down  in  writing  by  the  examiner.  The  papers  were 
afterwards  examined,  and  prizes  given  accordingly." — (Dowanvale^ 
Glasgow,)  ^'  Written  examinations  tried  occasionally ;  productive  of 
much  good  as  a  stimulant  to  careful  study.  Prizes  given  to  best,  and 
certificates  to  all  who  pass  well." — {Partkk,  H'^gh.)  "Sabbath-school 
examined  orally  once  a  year  on  certain  prescribed  subjects.  Prizes  given 
for  best  answers,  also  for  regular  attendance.  Reward-cards  at  New 
Year  for  repetition  of  a  portion  of  Scripture.  Intermediate  and  ministers' 
classes  examined  by  written  papers,  and  prizes  given.  Each  elder  has  a 
register  of  the  children  in  his  district  as  attending  the  Sabbath-school 
or  intermediate  class.  Soiree  and  trip  annually.  Baud  of  Hope  and 
Sabbath-school  library.  Minister  meets  weekly  with  teachers,  and  ex- 
plains the  lesson ;  visits  the  Sabbath-school.  Monthly  teachers'  meeting 
for  prayer  and  business. "-*-(iSi<.  David* s^  Kirkintilloch,)  "For  several 
weeks  during  summer  the  school  was  turned  into  a  children's  service, 
to  which  the  families  of  strangers  were  invited.  Attendance  and 
interest  were  thus  much  greater." — (Tigh-na-^ruaich,)  "  The  large  senior 
class  greatly  interested  ;  prepares  carefully  work  given  for  home  study. 
If  teacher  has  to  be  absent  on  the  class  night  (Thursday),  a  request  is 
usually  sent  him  to  have  it  some  other  night  in  the  week.  Several  come 
a  distance  of  about  two  and  a  half  miles,  in  all  sorts  of  weather." — 
{lona,) 

"  Scholars  during  the  year  very  regular  and  attentive  ;  this  we 
attribute  to  the  teachers  themselves  being  regular  in  their  attendance, 
and  coming  prepared  to  interest  their  scholars." — (AUoa^  East,)  "  In 
addition  to  usual  lessons,  many  of  mission  scholars  learn  portions  of 
Scripture.  Two  of  the  office-bearers  are  detailed  to  hear  these,  and 
prizes  are  given — the  attendance  of  each  prize-taker  being  also  taken 
into  account  This  method  found  to  interest  the  parents,  who,  while 
helping  their  children,  are  themselves  brought  into  contact  with  the  truths 
of  Scripture." — {Stirling^  Craigs,)  "  Experiment  has  been  tried  of 
ladies  teaching  the  boys,  with  most  excellent  results." — (Scone,)  "The 
children  meet  together  on  Fast  Day  evening.  Sermon  by  the  minister ; 
largely  attended." — (Bonneihill)     "  Most  of  children  very  young.     They 
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"^  bCr  greai  k  iiii«  h,z-3fxa)t  »£.i  k  p^meTeTiz^g  tbe  cfbns  «£  tbeBzperinie::> 
e&ty  Uiat  I  beli^re  crrerr  jyczs  pasim  of  sebx!  age  vnhiu  < 
nair^i^abte  d:fta£«oe  of  tbe  SaLtotb-scfiocl  is  icdvced  to  atteci^ 
—4Afjyrtk.)  *^  Id  »»-T«nJ  KbcK,!^,  vecklr  or  biqiLIt  prepormtiao  nieecir^. 
Lb  ¥ne  Hizb  vt^  B 'cle-eUes  at  vkich  teacben  are  pfCRct  is  ylaptfJ  t.^ 
q'ZMLrAj  eaiiiidates  Cor  the  rraminariofi  avpoccted  tr  LotkdoB  {^vndar 
Sctyx^  Vuiaa.  In  Free  Stgui,  minister  k^  a  teacfagp'  nonaal  cia». 
In  Oakuukw  scWjI,  written  ezaniii;atioas  lieU  on  th«  lesaoniL  In 
For.  /luhawB  West,  a  Dorcas  Sxietr,  kept  «p  bj  tbe  cbQdren,  liaa  been 
UMffn]  in  belling  tiie  more  needf  scbolan." — {Fredfterf  cf  P^ihy.) 

''Xf^-rea^km  tangnt  in  aepanOe  roora."  —  {M^iyn^^  gHayia'. » 
^  Mioiftter  has  gi>t  wbole  chapters  of  tbe  Bible  from  membos  of  Bib!^ 
claai  by  beart/' — (Catrine.)  ^Beeentlj  begun  intetmediate  tiam  of 
boTS  aiyl  giris  from  13  to  17  jears,  witb  efficient  temAer.  Worics  veil** 
—4IJMnkt{id.)  ^  Senirir  class  in  Shorter  Cateebisa,  and  'life  of  DmTid  ;* 
writieo  papexa,  Jnni'jrs  (infants)  examined  orallj,  on  sobjeets  preacribed 
bj  Kirk-seeeion.  All  the  ooDgr^ationi^  witb  one  ezeeptkm,  have  takea 
part" — iPresbtftery  of  Dalkeitk.)  ^Jn  one  school  notes  taken  in  each 
class  of  each  scholar's  attendaDce  at  chnrch  dnring^  tbe  daj.  Frines  f^w 
attendance  and  good  ooodncL" — (Zodbiaften.)  ^'Bnneh  adioois  in 
detached  localitiea  foond  rerj  naefoL  Mneh  Taloed  by  parents.* — 
(Moffat.)  ^  New  centres  far  local  schools  entered  on.  Increased  attend* 
ance  and  intenst/'—iSyHod  of  OaUuway.)  «« Written  numinstiwia. 
8atis£Mtorf/' — (Whiihom;  Ketmowty,)  '' Wigtown,  Wbithom«  and  Isie, 
hare  together  a  magic  lantern  lor  Scriptnral  subjects;  a  sooroe  of  gfvat 
interest  and  benefit.^ — (Prubyiery  of  Wigtown,)  ^  Increased  attentiDO 
to  Sabbath-sehoolSy  both  by  kirk-sessions  and  ministenL"— (Synoif  of 
GloMgom  and  Ayr.)  ''Three  classes  of  bojs  and  girlsL  AU  tan^t 
Bhorter  Catechism^  and  oommii  Psalms  to  memory.  Highest  class  bare 
committed  to  memory  the  whole  Psalter,  and  are  for  the  second  tine  as 
far  as  lOStb  Psalm."— (S<,  Kilda.) 
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HopeM  Results. 

^'  Follow  me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men."  So  spake  oar  Lord 
to  his  first  disciples ;  so  He  speaks  to  his  disciples  still.  Hitherto  this 
report  has  referred  to  the  opportunities, — the  skill  of  the  fishermen, — the 
fitness  and  completeness  of  the  nets.  But  what  of  the  fishing  f  From 
time  to  time  daring  the  year,  tokens  of  blessing  had  been  heard  of.  But 
the  returns  reveal,  to  an  extent  far  beyond  what  the  Committee  had  been 
aware  of,  a  great  amonnt  of  spiritual  good  being  done,  all  over  the  Church, 
in  connection  with  the  Sabbaih-schools. 

''  A  very  manifest  work  of  grace  has  been  going  on  in  our  village  of 
late ;  many  of  the  young  people  have  been  impressed,  and  some  at  least 
have  professed  to  give  themselves  to  Christ.  Not  a  few  trace  their  first 
serious  thoughts  to  the  Sabbath-school  and  Bible-class.'* — (Newhaven,) 
*' Indications  of  spiritual  good  have  been  observed." — {Ratho;  St. 
Luke^Sy  Edinburgh;  SL  John's,  Leith;  Pleasanoey  Edinburgh;  May  fields 
Edinburgh;  Barclay ^  Edinburgh;  SwinUm;  Dunae/  Houndtoood;  St. 
George\  Glasgow;  Rothesay^  West;  Dudhope,  Dundee;  Drumoak ; 
Kenmay ;  Forgue.)  "  Several  of  the  children  have  given  satisfactory 
evidence  of  conversion." — (Moray,  Edinburgh.')  "A  number  of  the 
children  give  decided  evidence  of  conversion.  The  calm,  quiet  earnest- 
ness of  the  school  is  delightful  Order  is  easily  maintained.  There 
is  a  marked  bond  of  union  between  teacher  and  class.'' — (Grange, 
Edinburgh)  "  Regularity  and  attentiveness  of  children  very  marked. 
Some  induce  their  parents  to  come  out" — {Fountainbridge.)  **  There 
have  been  evident  signs  of  earnestness  in  many  of  the  scholars, 
and  a  desire  after  a  better  knowledge  of  the  Bible." — (Oowgaie, 
Edinbur^.)  ''A  number  of  Sabbath  scholars  have  made  a  pro- 
fession of  &ith  in  Jesus.  They  meet  every  Sabbath  evening  at  close 
of  service  for  Scripture  reading  and  prayer,  under  the  superintendence 
of  some  of  the  teachers." — (Armadale.)  '^  Minister  from  time  to  time  asks 
the  members  of  his  Bible-class  one  by  one  to  remain  behind,  and  converses 
with  them,  one  at  a  time,  on  personal  religion.  Several  have  last  session 
avowed  a  saving  interest  in  Christ" — {Linlithgow.)  "  Children  have 
been  showing  remarkable  interest  in  ordinary  church  services." — (AUan- 
ton.)  ^^  Mission  school  conducted  in  an  earnest  manner,  and  is  pervaded 
by  seriousness." — (Ardrossan,)  "  Believe  spiritual  good  in  the  Bible-class." 
—{Kilbimie,  West.)  **  Not  without  tokens  of  good,  chiefly  among  the 
senior  scholars." — (Kilmarnock,  Orange.)  **  A  very  marked  improvement 
in  behaviour  of  children  in  school  compared  with  former  years." — (Bishop- 
hriggs.)  '*  Signs  of  great  spiritual  quickening  among  the  young  of  both 
sexes  in  minister's  Bible-class.  About  twenty  have  made  profession  of 
having  within  these  few  weeks  past  undergone  a  saving  change." — {St. 
George's  Road,  Glasgow.)  ''  A  decided  change  for  the  better  in  much  of 
the  rough  material  we  have  to  work  with.  A  few  scholars  give  very 
hopeful  evidence  of  a  work  of  grace.  One  little  girl  of  nine  years,  lying 
very  ill,  said,  *I  dinna  want  to  get  better,  I  would  rather  go  to  Jesus.' 
Her  patience  in  her  sickness  gave  good  hope  of  grace," — {Wynds,  Glasgow.) 


ConcTiigioD, 

In  the  Dov  widel j  extended  aiid  inereaiiaglj  effective  organisadon, — in 
tbe  paiieLt  asiiu-'ty  of  the  teachen, — and  abore  all,  in  the  fpirit  of  pnjcr- 
fiiicesa  with  wLicb,  aa  a  m^  the  vLoIe  vork  appears  to  be  perraded, — 
there  feems,  from  the  preaeot  Beport,  good  cause  to  hope  thai  the  SaV 
bath-ftchool  work  of  the  Chnrch  is  acting  as  ^  a  dev  froa  the  liord " 
tbrooghoat  her  whole  borders, — from  the  northemmosi  shores  of  Shetland 
to  the  Solwaj, — from  the  eastern  eoast  of  Scotland  to  the  lonely  island 
of  St.  Kilda. 

The  Committee  anew  homblj  cocnmend  this  whole  natter  to  the  care 
and  wisdom  of  the  General  Assembly. 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  DICKSON,  Oamener. 
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shared  in  the  blessing.  "-^(C^a/mer*',  Dundee.)  "Work  goes  on  steadily 
and  prospers;  many  intelligent  young  communicants  are  joining  the 
church,  chiefly  from  the  congregational  school." — {Hilltown^  Dundee.) 
*'  Hopefnl  signs  among  the  older  boys  and  girls,  who  seem,  most  of  them, 
to  be  of  the  neglected  class," — {St.  Peter's^  Dundee.)  "International 
scheme  of  lessons  used  with  great  satisfaction.  We  believe  that  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  spiritual  blessing*  has,  in  Ood's  hand,  accompanied 
these  lessons." — {WeUgate^  Dundee.)  "Children  regular  and  attentive. 
We  have  reason  to  believe  that  not  a  little  good  is  being  done." — {Collis- 
ion.) 

"Very  encouraging  signs  of  blessing  among  the  children." — {Bon 
Accord^  Aberdeen.)  "  In  several  scholars  the  year's  work  has  borne  good 
fruit." — {FerryhiU,  Aberdeen.)  "We  are  hopeful  that  considerable  good 
is  being  done,  and  are  encouraged  by  increasing  sympathy  in  Sabbath- 
school  work." — {Holbumy  Aberdeen.) 

"  One  young  lad  has  died,  after  showing  such  great  interest  and  pro- 
gress that  even  the  careless  remarked  on  the  great  change." — {Knock- 
ando.)  ''Signs  not  wanting  of  spiritual  good  from  Sabbatb-school 
teaching." — {Ncarn.)  "A  far  more  regular  attendance  than  usual  on 
the  public  means  of  grace." — {Knockbain.)  "  Spiritual  good  in  some 
cases." — {Wick.)  "Increasing  interest  manifesting  itselfl" — {Delting^ 
Shetland.)  "  Symptoms  of  good  impressions." — {KirkwaU.)  "  EncourHg- 
ing  indications." — [Sanday^  Orkney.)  "The  Sabbath-schools  never  in  a 
more  healthy  and  hopeful  condition." — {Ellon.)  "Increased  interest 
among  the  scholars ;  cases  of  apparent  impression." — {Old  Meldrum.) 
"  Behaviour  and  whole  tone  of  village  Sabbath-school  much  improved." 
— {Insch.)  "Marked  attention  and  interest." — {Boyndie.)  "There 
have  been  a  few  indications  of  spiritual  good." — {Presbytery  of  Inver- 
ness.) "  Hopeful  signs  of  spiritual  good,  especially  among  girls." — {Elgin, 
High.)  "  Hopeful  symptoms  of  good  being  really  done  through  the  much- 
needed  institution  of  the  Sabbath-school." — {Presbytery  of  Lanark.) 

"  Evangelistic  social  meetings  have  been  held  with  senior  scholars,  male 
and  female ;  in  each  such  effort  there  have  been  tokens  of  blessing.  In 
connection,  also,  with.evangelistic  meetings,  some  of  the  scholars  seem  to 
have  received  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus." — {St.  Clemenfs,  Aberdeen.) 
"A  few  seem  to  be  very  anxious." — {Avoch.)  "Hopeful  indications. 
Brought  to  light  in  time  of  affliction." — {Lochmaben.) 

"  While  there  is  indifference  and  growing  scepticism  in  many  quarters, 
numbers  of  young  men  in  our  Bible-classes  have  given  evidence  of  being 
turned  to  the  Lord.  From  one  of  our  largest  congregations  it  is  reported 
that  'great  numbers  of  our  young  people  have  been  received  this  year  into 
the  Church  from  the  schools  and  classes.'  Another  states  that, '  in  a  large 
Bible-class,  the  members  of  it,  with  few  exceptions,  profess  this  year  to 
have  become  changed,  and  are  giving  satisfactory  evidence.'  Another, 
that  many  of  the  older  scholars  profess  their  faith,  and  give  evidence  of 
being  in  Christ.  Many  reports  speak  of  a  deeper  concern  than  formerly. 
Most  of  our  schools  seem  in  considerable  measure  to  have  been  blessed  of 
God  during  the  past  year." — {Synod  of  Angus  and  Meams.)  "  Signs  of 
deep  religious  impression  among  some  attending  the  Sabbath-school." 
— {^^9')  "There  has  been  a  great  blessing,  changing  the  whole 
atmosphere  of  the  school." — {Stomowayy  English.) 
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ON  THE 


STATE  OF  RELIGION  AND  MORALS. 


MAY    1881. 


NoTWiTHSTANBTNo  the  many  distracting  and  opposing  evils  which  the 
Church  has  to  contend  with  at  the  present  time  in  carrying  on  her 
important  work,  it  is  encouraging  to  your  Committee  to  be  able  to  report 
to  the  Assembly,  that  the  mcious  Head  of  the  Church  is  visiting  various 
portions  of  our  Church  with  spiritual  blessings.  In  the  report  of  your 
Committee  to  last  Assembly,  special  attention  was  called  to  a  work  ot 
grace  in  the  island  of  Coll,  which  has  borne  beneficial  fruits ;  this  year  it 
affords  your  Committee  no  little  joy  to  be  able  to  report  to  this  Assembly, 
that  similar  manifestations  of  the  Divine  favour  and  power  have  been,  and 
still  are,  enjoyed  by  various  districts  of  our  country. 

The  following  interesting  communication  has  been  received  from  the 
Rev.  Donald  J.  Martin,  Stomoway,  in  reference  to  a  religious  awakening 
with  which  that  town  and  its  neighbourhood  was  lately  favoured : — 

Shobt  Aooount  of  THi  Lord's  Work  in  Stornowat  and  AR0Uin>. 

**  We  have  much  reason  to  praise  God  for  what  he  has  done  for  us : 

"  L  Preparation  for  and  Commencement  of  the  work  : — 

"  We  may  be  said  to  have  been  prepared  for  the  work,  and  that  the  work 
commenced  aboat  this  time  last  year  or  before.  At  onr  Communion  in  February 
we  did  Dot  add  one  to  onr  Commuuion  roll.  This  was  remarked  upon  by  the 
minister  as  either  a  sign  of  a  low  state  of  thiugs,  or  of  the  Lord's  desire  to  prove 
our  faith.  From  that  time  I  believe  God  poured  out  a  spirit  of  prayer  upon 
us.  We  began  specially  to  pray  for  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  work  might  be  said 
to  have  commenced  then.  This  spirit  of  prayer  was  seen  not  only  in  our 
meetiugs  but  in  our  intercourse  with  one  another.  This  prayerfulness  was 
deepened,  and  our  desires  still  more  awakened,  and  our  hopes  aroused  with 
the  advent  of  the  East-coast  fishermen.  14  ow  for  the  first  time  anxious  ones 
showed  themselves,  and  our  communicants*  prayer-meeting  was  from  this  time, 
and  still  is,  held  once  a  week  instead  of  monthly  as  before.  All  summer  the 
cloud  seemed  to  hang  over  nS|  a  deep  attention  and  solemnity  resting  on  our 
Sabbath  services,  and  we  learned  of  one  here  and  there  finding  the  Saviour. 

20  A 
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"II.  Progress  anfl  1  tuatntnienU. — It  was  however  in  October,  danng  »  week 
of  EvaiigolUitic  meetings,  held  in  the  Free  English  Church,  that  the  full  tide 
(;ame.     All  through  the  meetings  there  had  been  signs  of  God*a  working,  but  it 
was  on  the  last  Sabbath  night  that  the  most  signal  blessing  was  Toachsafed. 
On  that  night  it  pleaseil  the  Sovereign  Lord  to  awaken  and  bring  to  Himself 
SHvcral  of  our  young  men  who  ha<l  hitherto  stood  aloof,  and  in  the  after-meetiog 
several  of  these  were  brought  to  rejoice  in  God  their  Saviour.     These  young  mea 
of  course  could  not  either  be  hid  or  hide  the  matter,  and  from  this  niviht  on,  the 
blessing  spread  among  all  classes,  and  finally  to  all  the  congregations  of  the  towi. 
From  this  time  our  nightly  meetings  had  to  be  held,  and  were  held  continnoulf 
till  the  middle  of  January.     As  to  the  instruments,  the  work  commenced  und« 
Mr.  J.  B.  Bain,  Evangelist  of  the  Evangelisation  Society,  and  was  carried  <■ 
by  the  various  pastors   assisted   by   friends,  such  as   Mr.    Grant,   Tain.  Mr. 
^lactavish,  Inverness,  and  Mr.  Wales,  Evaugelist.     The  means  chiefly  hlewd 
were  evangeliutic  addresses,  after  •meetings,  and  persona]  dealing.     The  gmd 
truth  that  the  Spirit  seemed  mainly  to  bless,  was  that  of  the  substitatiosiif 
work  of  Christ,  and  of  present  salvation  simply  through  faith  in  Him. 

**  III.  Results  and  Fruits. — As  to  general  results,  wonderful  interest  io  diriM 
things  may  1>e  mentioned,  and  an  entire  change  in  the  tone  of  the  commnaitf. 
A  friend  in  charge  of  the  library  here  mentions  an  entire  change  in  the  stykif 
books  now  read  by  those  who  have  as  yet  made  no  profession  of  a  Mvi^ 
change.  When  the  work  commenced  there  was  a  dancing-aohool  in  foil  font; 
this  became  emptied  and  the  teacher  had  to  leave  without  ever  paying  the  Hil 
rent,  saying  he  would  be  back  soon.  He  has  never  come,  and  we  don't  nppoM 
he  would  get  many  ])upils  if  he  did.  Ordinary  meetings  have  been  chaDgedii 
character :  The  Templars'  Lodge,  always  conducted  with  propriety,  is  dow  in  ik 
conduct  like  a  church  prayer-meeting ;  hymns  and  sacred  songs  form  the  mil 
element  of  the  entertainment.  Drinking  clubs  have  been  broken  up  ;  the  menba 
now  take  their  places  at  the  LonFs  table,  in  place  of  the  table  of  devils,  ai  ^ 
once  did.  To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  interest  that  was  awakened,  and  ii  it3 
amongst  us,  I  may  tell  you  this  fact  which  was  told  me  by  a  friend.  He  tAd 
a  commercial  traveller,  who  entered  his  shop  one  day,  where  he  had  oone  bm. 
'  Stomoway '  was  the  reply.  *  Well,  and  what  is  doing  there  f  How  is  bunsM 
there?'  'Business,'  said  the  commercial  traveller,  'why,  there  is  no  ddn| 
business  there  at  all.'  '  How  is  that  ? '  asked  my  friend.  *  Why  *  he  said,  'cwf 
shop  you  went  into  the  first  question  was,  '*  Are  you  saved  ?  are  you  oonvertii* 
and  not  a  bit  of  business  would  they  do  till  that  question  was  antweiel  I 
could  not  stand  it,  so  I  had  just  to  run.' 

"  As  to  direct  results,  we  may  mention  that  of  many  souls  profoawdly  hnt^ 
to  the  Saviour,  and  we  hope  in  most  cases  truly.  I  myself  added  60  to  tki 
membership  of  the  church  at  our  communion  in  February,  all  of  whom  M^  I 
1)elieve,  standing  firm.  I  believe  there  are  many  more  ready  to  profeas  their  bSA 
in  time.  The  blessing  has  been  among  all  classes,  but  especially  amoiig  the  ysa| 
men  and  children.  Among  none  was  the  blessing  more  maoifert  than  aaosflki 
dear  children,  and  there  are  now  we  believe  many  dear  lamba  truly  rejoieiigii 
Jesus.  Our  Sabl)ath-school  has  been  most  wonderfully  changed.  Many  jooi 
women  and  especially  servant  girls  have  been  brought  to  Jeraa.  In  amn 
instances  whole  famiUes  and  households  have  been  brought  in.  It  has  bsttii 
part  a  fulfibnent  of  Zech.  zii.  10-14,  xiii.  1-2,  and  of  Joel  iL  88-29;  aadvt 
believe  that  it  is  yet  only  the  beginning.  Thoae  that  have  jpmfcMcd  Chriit  V* 
holding  on,  but  there  is  still  much  anxiety  abroad.  We  look  for  grMfeer  Mf 
still.  We  hear  the  work  is  now  spreading  in  the  countiy,  and  f^^jn  «t  1*1 
all  Scotland  shall  resound  with  the  joyful  sounds  of  ing^thariiig, 

"  Qeneral  Remarhi, 

*'  1.  We  have  been  very  much  struck  with  the  tnitha  that  hava  fanMitt* 
foundation  and  key-notes  of  the  work.  They  are  bait  iUnatnitod  by  mfwim  i> 
to  Zech.  zii  10-14,  etc     I.  The  place  of  prajftr,    I  will  pour  tiia  Spoil  of 
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and  wpplieation,  etc.  This  came  first.  I  remember  my  own  mind  being  directed 
very  especially  to  four  passages  in  this  connection.  Is.  Ux,  19  ;  I  felt  and  knew 
things  were  low,  especially  amongst  our  young  men,  but  somehow  that  passage 
reached  down  to  our  need  and  day,  and  cast  me  on  God.  In  this  connection 
Isaiah  xlv.  1  ]  was  much  before  my  mind,  as  also,  especially  during  this  work,  Isa. 
xliii.  13.  Another  passage,  that  next  to  Isaiah  lix.  19  took  hold  of  my  mind,  so 
that  I  seemed,  in  connection  especially  with  prayer  and  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
to  get  a  new  view  of  our  Lord's  mediatorial  power  and  grace,  was  Psalm  Ixviii.  18. 
I  remember  feeling  in  this  connection  that  an  immense  outpouring  of  God's  Spirit 
was  as  possible  now  for  ns  as  at  Pentecost,  that  the  risen  Lord  was  still  the  same. 
Oh,  how  is  it  we  forget  this,  *  That  same  Jesm  V 

"  2.  The  place  of  the  sacrificial  and  substitutionary  work  of  Jesus  our  Lord.  Not 
only  is  the  supernatural  character  of  our  religion  denied  as  a  Holy  Ghost  new 
birth,  but  our  Lord's  substitutionary  work  is  being  derided.  Well,  it  is  this 
^foolish  *  truth  that  God  the  Holy  Ghost  has  honoured.  Faith  in  Jesus  as  the 
substitute  of  sinners  and  the  Lamb  of  God  was  the  key-note  of  our  work  of 
blessing,  according  to  verse  10th,  '  they  shall  look  to  me  whom  they  have  pierced.' 
I  remember  at  the  time  just  before  the  work  at  a  Communion  table  getting  a  most 
wonderful  discovery  of  the  Lord's  substitutionary  work  and  its  place  in  the 
scheme  of  redemption.  I  wdndered  at  the  time  what  it  meant,  and  I  thought 
was  the  Lord  calling  me  in  an  especial  manner  to  make  that  the  key-note  of  my 
preaching.  I  see  it  now.  It  is  the  truth  God  has  most  blessed,  and,  God  helping 
me,  never  shall  I  open  my  mouth  to  speak  for  God  without  my  setting  the  sub- 
stitutionary death  of  my  Lord  before  sinners.  Strange  to  say,  at  a  conference  of 
Sabbath-school  teachers,  in  speaking  of  the  blessing,  they  all  bore  testimony  to 
the  fact  that  for  a  year  back  they  had  noticed  in  their  own  teaching  a  wonderful 
facility  and  clearness  in  expounding  to  their  scholars  the  substitutionary  sufferings 
of  their  Lord.  They  wondered  at  how  often  they  were  led  to  speak  of  these 
sufferings,  and  how  clearly  they  were  enabled  to  put  the  stoiy  before  the  pupils. 
This  is  what  we  need,  not  only  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  Holy  Spirit^  bat  to 
know  nothing  save  Jesus  and  Him  crucified. 

"3.  The  blessing  of  the  young  in  famUks,  This  is  another  characteristic 
realised  among  us. 

"4.  Open  sinners  reclaimed  and  cleansed.  A  fountain  opened  for  sin  and 
uncleanness.     This  is  also  seen  among  us,  1  Cor.  vi.  11. 

"5.  Idols  abolished. 

**  II.  Some  of  the  hindrances.  1 .  Unbelief  and  prejudice.  These  have  hindered 
the  spreading  of  the  blessing,  but  now  that  the  converts  are  standing  and  growing 
in  grace,  knowledge  and  utterance,  we  expect  that  unbelief  will  vanish  more 
and  more,  and  pr^udioe  be  turned  into  prayer  and  pndse.  2.  Strong  drink 
Many  of  the  oases  of  those  awakened  and  apparently  converted,  who  have  not 
fulfilled  the  promise  with  regud  to  them,  have  fallen  through  strong  drink. 
3.  One  thing  has  struok  us  very  muoh,  and  that  is  how  insnperaUe  almost  are  the 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  ordinaiy  young  men  giving  themselvea  to  the  service  of 
God  in  the  ministry.  I  believe  if  there  were  facilities,  that  many  of  onr  young 
men  would  give  themselves  both  to  home  and  foreign  service,  but  the  obstacles 
are  too  many.  It  is  a  pity  but  the  Church  had  some  way  of  aiding  young  men  of 
ptomise,  by  rendering  it  possible  for  them  to  feed  and  clothe  and  educate  them- 
selves in  view  of  service  in  the  ministry." 

The  Oommittee  would  call  the  speeial  attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the 
fact  brought  out  in  this  important  statement  of  Mr.  Martin,  and  which 
there  is  a  danger  of  overlooking,  that,  while  saving  work  is  the  result  of 
the  gracious  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  truths  which  He  ordinarily 
blesses  for  that  result  are  such  as  are  indicated  in  the  statement  Your 
Committee  have  learned  thi^t  this  work  in  the  island  of  Lewis  is  not  con- 
fined to  Stomoway  and  its  neighbourhood,  but  that  there  are  striking 
manifestations  of  it  in  other  panahes  in  the  island  and  also  in  the  island 
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of  North  Uist  They  have  had  no  oommtmioatioii  in  regard  to  it  from 
any  of  the  other  ministers  in  whose  oongregations  it  exists ;  they  hope, 
however,  that  at  the  Conference  on  the  State  of  Religion,  which  is  held 
daring  the  sittings  of  the  Assembly,  some  of  these  brethren  will  take  the 
opportunity  of  informing  the  Assembly  more  fully  about  this  hopeful  move- 
ment. The  island  of  Lewis  has  had,  during  the  last  sixty  years,  an  interest- 
ing history  in  connection  with  religious  revivals.  Previous  to  the  year  1819, 
though  nominally  a  Protestant  island,  the  people  lived  generally  almost  in 
a  state  of  heathenism.  There  was  no  part  of  our  Highlands  and  Islands  in 
which  the  blighting  effects  of  Moderatism  were  more  visible.  Shortly  before 
that  year  some  of  the  schools  of  the  Gaelic  School  Society  were  planted 
there,  and  the  remarkable  blessing  which  accompanied  the  labours  of  the 
teachers  of  these  schools,  forms  one  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  of 
the  history  of  true  religion  in  Scotland.  Throng  the  efforts  of  the  Sea- 
forth  family,  since  the  year  1824  on  to  the  Disruption,  as  vacancies 
occurred  in  the  pulpits  of  Lewis,  they  were  filled  up  with  a  faithful  and 
powerful  gospel  ministry,  whose  labours  were  much  owned  of  Ood. 
During  that  period,  and  since  the  Disruption,  the  island  has  enjoyed  at 
intervals  rich  showers  of  spiritual  blessing.  Let  us  hope  and  pray  that 
this  present  gracious  visitation  may  be  the  most  fruitful  in  all  its  history, 
in  spiritual  results. 

The  following  communioation  from  the  Bev.  Charles  Ross,  of  Tober- 
mory, fumbhes  the  Assembly  with  cheering  information  about  the 
spiritual  awakening  in  his  congregation,  and  some  of  the  districts  of 
Mull:— 

** In  your  lait  two  letters  yon  express  a  strong  wish  to  hear  from  me  'm  to 
any  religioaa  movement  in  this  qoarter.*  It  is  indeed  with  fear  and  tremhiing 
that  I  now  desire  to  write  you  on  such  a  solemn  subject ;  and  yet  it  might  be 
exceedingly  wrong  and  nngratefnl  on  my  part,  did  I  withhold  from  you  anything 
that  I  know.  Having  heard  of  the  good  work  in  Stomoway  in  autnnm  lact, 
and  having  alao  learned  that  my  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Martin,  was  to  assist  at 
the  Communion  at  Ardnamnrchan  in  January,  I  felt  extremdy  anxious  that  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  preaching  to  our  people,  and  tiling  of  the  work 
of  the  Lord  in  hu  own  congregation.  I  aoowdingly  wrote  him,  requesting  hxan 
to  come  and  address  the  people  here,  either  on  Ids  way  to  or  from  ArdnamnrdiaD ; 
which  he  kindly  did,  and  preached  on  two  successive  evenings.  It  was  evident 
to  some  of  us  that  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  there  was  a  good  impression 
produced.  This  resolution  was  at  once  formed  of  sparij^  no  means  that  wen 
likely,  under  God,  to  obtain  a  similar  Ueaaing  for  ourselves.  I  may  mentioaB 
that,  before  this  time,  I  knew  of  a  few  individuals  who  seemed  to  be  under 
concern,  and  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  about  the  issue.  Immediately  after 
Mr.  Martin's  visit,  the  attention  of  the  people  was  repeatedly  drawn,  both  on 
Sabbath  and  week-days,  to  the  necessity  of  a  revival  of  religion,  and  a  state  of 
expectancy  was  more  or  less  awakened.  We  commenced  our  Special  Seivieee 
on  the  16Ui  of  February,  and  continued  them  for  several  weeks,  holding  meetiBgii 
every  evening  (Saturday  excepted),  and  occasionally  during  the  day  aleo.  Several 
Members  of  Presbytery  kindly  took  part  in  these  services,  and  Mr.  J.  Bosenswei^ 
sent  us  from  the  Evangelisation  Society,  rendered  very  important  servioesL  A 
great  interest  was  awakened  in  divine  things,  and  the  meetings  were  very  largely 
attended.  I  have  heard  not  a  few  professing  Christians  declare  that  they  were 
greatly  refreshed  by  means  of  these  meetings,  and  I  sincerely  believe  that  some 
were  enabled,  for  the  first  time,  to  decide  for  the  Lord.  It  is  an  interesting 
eharaoteristio  of  this  movement,  that  nearly  all  who  profess  to  have  come  under 
the  influence  of  the  truth  are  young  men,  some  of  them  occupying  impcrtsnt 
positions.    I  undentaad  tiiat  a  coaaideiable  number  of  young  men  meet  every 
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Sabbath  morDing^  at  10  o'dock,  in  our  Minion  Hall,  for  prayer.  And  I  may 
mention,  as  another  fruit  of  this  movement,  that,  in  addition  to  our  former 
prayer-meetings,  which  were  usually  conducted  in  Qaelic,  we  have  now  a  well- 
attended  English  prayer-meeting,  in  which  a  goodly  number  take  part. 

"It  gives  me  also  great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state,  that  in  the  parish  of  Kilmore, 
in  this  immediate  neighbourhood,  and  also  in  the  parish  of  Ardnamurchan,  on 
the  opposite  shore,  in  both  of  which  special  services  have  been  held  by  the 
esteemed  ministers  and  other  members  of  Presbytery,  a  deep  religious  feeling 
seems  to  prevaiL  If  eagerness  to  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  apparent  meltings 
of  soul  under  it,  are  signs  of  a  revival  of  Gk>d's  work,  then  certainly  we  have 
these  in  Kilmore.  I  have  heard  some  old  people  say  that  they  never  saw  the 
people  there  so  eager  to  hear  the  word  preached.  And  I  have  heard  Mr. 
Campbell,  Ardnamurchan,  give  most  interesting  accounts  of  conversions  in  hia 
parish.  I  need  not  say  that  we  are  deeply  anxious  about  the  continnance  and 
extension  of  this  work.  How  much  we  need  the  wisdom  and  the  grace  that  are 
from  above.    Let  me  ask  a  special  interest  in  your  prayers  in  our  behalf. 

"  F,S, — Tou  may  make  any  nse  of  the  above  that  you  may  deem  proper. 

"0.  R." 

It  having  been  reported  to  your  Committee  that  Oban  was  visited  in  a 
similar  way,  the  Convener  entered  into  correspondence  with  Rev.  Mr. 
Mackay,  Free  Church  minister  there,  and  had  from  him  the  following 
letter : — 

<*Fbu  Church  Mavsb,  Obak,  April  16, 1881. 

"  Mv  DZAR  Sir, — I  gladly  accede  to  your  request.  During  the  last  week  of 
October  and  the  first  week  of  November  last,  we  had  special  evangelistic  services 
in  prospect  of  our  Communion,  conducted  by  one  of  the  Assembly's  Evangelistic 
Deputies,  Mr.  D.  S.  Hamilton  of  Symington.  There  was  much  solemnity  and 
impressiveness,  but  no  present  fruit  in  the  form  of  decision.  Thobe  services  were 
ollowed  by  much  prayer  and  expectancy. 

*'  Hearing  of  the  movements  in  Stomoway  we  were  stirred  up.  I  find  from 
my  diary  that  on  the  24th  January  last  we  had  a  meeting  of  the  office-bearers  for 
prayer  and  conference.  Mr.  Martin  of  Stomoway  being  in  the  neighbourhood, 
came  to  us  by  invitation,  and  I  find  that  Mr.  Martin's  services  began  on  Feb- 
ruary 1 ;  on  February  2  we  had  several  anxious  inquirers.  Mr.  Martin  was  with 
us  tUl  the  lOth — the  interest  increasing,  and  impression  deepening  in  some  cases, 
and  ending  in  liberty  to  several  Every  night  I  continued  the  meetings,  which 
were  largely  attended.  The  week  from  February  13  to  February  20,  was  in  a 
very  special  way  one  of  blessing.  I  find  a  note  in  my  diary  to  this  effect : — 
'  February  18, — Weak  faith  put  to  shame ;  God  gave  us  to-night  the  best  meeting 
we  ha>ve  bad  ;  37  now  professing  to  rest  on  Christ  and  His  blood.'  Now  the 
number  is  perhaps  60,  and  all  promising.  Others,  however,  have  turned  back  who 
seemed  moved.  Special  services  held  lately  at  Connell  Ferry,  six  miles  from 
here,  were  wonderfully  blessed.  The  whole  west  coast  is  at  present,  if  I  mistake 
not,  in  a  very  hopeful  state,  and  if  Qod  enables  us  to  improve  the  opportunity  we 
shall  see  a  large  harvest  of  souls  gathered.  Wickedness  abounded  in  this  town 
last  winter,  but  the  promise  was  fulfilled  and  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  raised  up  a 
barrier  against  the  enemy.  The  special  cases  were  exceedingly  interesting,  but  I 
shall  add  no  more/' 

Tbe  Synod  of  Moray  is  in  the  habit  of  paying  speoial  attention  at  its 
yearly  meetings  to  the  subject  of  Religion  and  Morals  within  its  bounds. 
In  this  respect  it  sets  an  example  worthy  of  all  imitation  to  some  of  the 
other  Synods  of  the  Churoh.    The  Committee  received  an  interesting 
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report  on  the  religions  condition  of  that  Synod,  of  which  the  folloiring  is 
a  part : — 

"  In  presenting  this  report,  it  may  be  said  that  the  thanks  of  your  Committee 
are  due  to  the  various  Presbyteries  in  the  bounds,  for  the  care  they  have  taken 
this  year  in  considering  the  matters  referred  to  them,  and  the  way  in  whidi  their 
respective  clerks  have  summarised  the  information  that  is  gained.  Reports  have 
been  handed  in  from  all  the  Presbyteries  with  the  exception  of  Abernethy,  and 
as  that  Presbytery  meets  only  once  a  quarter,  the  Committee's  queries  have  pro- 
bably come  to  hand  too  late  to  be  taken  up  in  court.  In  especial  full  and  inter- 
esting reports  have  been  received  from  the  Presbyteries  of  Nairn  and  InvemesB, 
with  a  very  frank  and  helpful  communication  of  facts  and  impressions.  In  the 
case  of  those  Presbyteries  whose  reports  are  less  full,  the  reason  is,  not  that  the 
matter  has  been  neglected,  but  simply  that  there  are  fewer  itema  of  special 
interest  to  note.  The  Presbytery  of  Strathbogie,  for  instance,  has  had  the  subject 
under  consideration  twice, — first  as  a  matter  of  conference  for  the  brethren  tlwiii- 
selves,  and  again  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  to  the  Synod.  Your  Committee 
need  hardly  say  that  they  require  aU  the  aid  that  congregations  and  Presbyteries 
can  afford  them.  They  are  thankful  for  anything  that  may  serve  to  express 
variety  in  a  report  which  is  so  apt  to  repeat  itself.  Be  it  observed  that  we  do 
not  ask  statistics  in  these  returns.  We  do  not  press  in  all  cases  even  for  ascer- 
tained facts.  It  is  possible  brethren  may  hesitate  to  speak  freely,  because  they 
think  it  necessary  to  have  such  facts  to  report  before  speaking,  whereas  the  Com- 
mittee are  glad  to  have  large  views  and  impressions.  The  value  of  these  impres- 
sions taken  singly  may  seem  precarious.  But  when  a  number  of  them,  given 
independently,  are  looked  at  and  compared  together,  the  result  is  both  significaot 
and  helpfuL 

"  Reserving  conclusions  then  till  afterwards,  the  data  we  have  to  report  are 
as  follows : — 

"First,  as  regards  any  special  evidences  of  a  work  of  grace  within  the  boundi. 
Many  of  the  brethren  speak  of  the  absence  of  these,  and  seem  impreesed  with 
prevailing  indifference  ;  others  however  speak  hopefully.  Prom  at  least  foor 
congregations,  perhaps  six,  come  reports  pointing  to  the  presence  and  the 
promise  of  a  visible  spiritual  movement.  In  the  case  of  one  of  these,  the  means 
blessed  seem  to  have  been  a  series  of  evangelistical  meetings  ;  in  the  case  of  the 
others,  the  ordinaty  work  of  the  pulpit  and  pastorate,  more  especially  Bible- 
classes.  It  ia  thought  better  simply  to  state  the  facts  without  mentioning  mean- 
while the  particular  congregations.  In  this  respect, — symptoms  of  something 
approaching  to  visible  revival  work, — the  present  report  shows  an  advance  on  last 
year's  one.  The  number  of  brethren  who  feel  themselves  at  liberty  to  speak  of 
such  tokens  is  larger,  and  the  tokens  themselves  seem  more  decided.  It  may 
also  be  noted  that  the  Presbyteries  that  speak  most  strongly  of  a  special  depres- 
sion among  the  pews,  and  lack  of  special  power  among  the  ministers,  speak  at 
the  same  time  of  growing  desire  and  increasing  prayer. 

"  Sboondlt,  in  regard  to  stated  church  privileges  and  duties.  All  the  Presby- 
teries report  that  church  attendance  has  been  regular,  and  special  stress  is  laid 
on  the  fact  that  notwithstanding  the  exceptional  services  of  the  past  season, 
liberality  has  been  maintained.  The  Presbytery  of  Nairn  takes  particular  notice 
of  increased  solemnity  in  hearing,  and  a  Uu^er  number  of  young  eonuuanioaota 
Half*day  hearing  among  such  congregations  as  have  two  regular  services  does  not 
seem  as  a  rule  on  the  increase.  The  two  congregations  in  Elgin  report  the  even- 
ing attendance  to  be  from  two-thirds  to  three-fourths  of  the  forenoon  attendance. 
They  both  complain  however  of  the  absence  of  a  considerable  number  in  the 
evenings,  whose  non-attendance  is  discouraging  and  difficult  to  account  for. 
In  regard  to  congregational  prayer-meetings,  which  are  everywhere  maintained, 
the  reports  of  attendance  of  ooune  vary  largely.  The  highest  regular  attendance  is 
one-fourth  of  the  Sunday  attendance,  the  lowest  one-twentieth.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered, however,  that  in  some  cases  what  ia  reported  on  as  the  coogregataoiuJ  prayer 
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meeting,  may  be  only  one  of  several  weekly  meetings.  In  one  congregation,  that 
of  Rothiemay,  there  are  four  weekly  meetings,  one  of  these  being  a  meeting 
amoog  the  elders  by  themselves.  Garmoath  reports  a  large  and  increasiDg  congre- 
gational prayer-meeting  in  the  church,  and  another  weekly  meeting  at  Kingston  for 
behoof  of  the  aged  and  iuiirm,  who  are  unable  to  attend  ordinances.  In  reply  to 
the  question  as  to  how  far  Christian  work  is  engaged  in,  the  reports  are  as  a 
whole  enoouraging. . 

"In  the  third  place,  as  to  family  religion.  The  question,  though  not  unimportant, 
is  a  difficult  one.  Two  years  ago  your  Committee  put  a  question  in  its  schedule  as 
to  the  prevalence  of  family  worship,  and  the  replies,  especially  from  the  Highland 
districts,  were  more  favourable  than  was  expected.  Attention  is  recalled  to  this 
in  connection  with  the  report  given  this  year  by  Nairn,  which  mentions,  among 
signs  of  encouragement,  the  fact  that  family  worship  is  all  but  universal  among 
members,  and  is  held  by  many  who  are  not  members." 

Yonr  Committee  have  reason  to  believe,  from  reports  which  have 
reached  them,  that  several  localities  on  the  Moray  coast  present  evidences 
of  great  and  deep  religious  earnestness  and  concern.  They  have  no 
special  information,  however,  of  these  movements  to  report  to  the 
Assembly. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Miller,  of  Eyemouth,  writes  thus  to  the  Convener : — 

*'  On  Sabbath,  the  10th  April,  a  series  of  meetings  was  begun  in  the  Town  Hall, 
Eyemouth,  conducted  by  two  well-known  servants  of  God,  Messrs.  Scroggie  and 
Dunn.  From  the  first  night  it  was  felt  that  more  than  the  might  of  man  was  at 
work — a  crowded  hall,  solemn  stillness,  rapt  attention,  and  the  earnest,  anxious 
gaze  on  many  a  face,  testifying  plainly  that  the  Spirit  of  God  had  come  upon  the 
meeting.  It  was  feared  by  many  that  owing  to  the  season  of  the  year,  when  the 
fisher  folk  are  unusually  busy  in  preparation  for  the  summer  fishing,  it  would  be 
an  impossibility  to  get  a  meeting  on  the  week-day  evenings,  and  the  prophets  of 
evil  looked  forward  to  nothing  but  failure.  But  with  God  there  are  no  impossi- 
bilities :  when  He  works,  who,  or  what  can  hinder ! 

"  On  Monday  evening  the  llth,  to  the  amazement  of  not  a  few,  the  hall  was  more 
than  half  full,  and  ni^t  by  night  the  attendance  has  steadily  grown.  Three  or 
foor  nights  of  *'  blowing  weather,"  when  the  boats  could  not  get  to  sea,  filled  the 
hall  as  full  as  it  could  hold,  and  not  a  night  has  passed  in  which  the  presence  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  not  been  growingly  manifest  to  all  who  are  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  movement.  The  meetings  have  been  conducted  in  the  usual 
manner — first  a  short  meeting  for  prayer  only,  the  Lord's  people  coming  together 
to  plead  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  the  evangelistic  meeting ;  six  or  eight 
in  succession  pouring  out  their  hearts,  some  of  them  in  the  fulness  and  warmth 
of  their  new-bom  love — in  short,  simple  earnest  prayer ;  then  the  evangelistic 
meeting  with  its  earnest  gospel  addresses  full  of  power ;  and  lastly,  the  anxious 
meeting  held  in  an  adjoining  room,  where  every  night  from  half-a-dozen  to  a  score 
or  more  of  seeking  sinners  were  pointed  to  the  Lamb  of  God.  NOne  marked 
featnre  of  these  anxious  meetings  has  been  the  deep  solenmity  and  total  absence 
of  anything  like  excitement.  The  depth  of  the  impression  has  been  seen  rather 
in  the  stillness  of  soul  and  quiet  earnestness  than  in  any  disturbance  of  the 
emotions.  Persons  of  all  ages  and  both  sexes  have  sought,  and  we  believe  found 
the  Lord  in  that  meeting  during  the  past  three  weeks  ;  many  of  the  most  careless 
young  men  in  the  town  have  been  brought  to  the  feet  of  Jesus — the  number  of 
those  who  have  professed  to  receive  blessing,  and  who  give  hopeful  evidence  of 
conversion,  being  not  less  than  about  100.  Another  interesting  feature  of  tlie 
work  has  been  the  large  nnmber  of  persons  who  have  been  awakened  and  have 
found  peace,  not  in  direct  connection  with  the  meetings  at  all  More  than  one 
case  has  been  met  with  in  which  the  anxious  one  has  been  unable  to  be  at  any 
meeting,  and  after  weary  days  of  anxiety  has  found  peace  in  their  own  homes. 
And  still  another  proof  that  the  Lord's  hand  is  laid  upon  the  people  :  not  only  in 
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Eyemonth,  where  the  meetings  are  being  held,  bnt  in  the  neighbooring  vilUgct  o{ 
Coldingbam  mad  Bammouth,  there  Beema  to  be  daily  Bpretding  a  deep  spirit  of 
anxiety  and  inquiry,  and  through  all  the  district  there  is  scarcely  a  fann-sfeesding 
or  group  of  cottages  to  which  one  caa  go  but  one  finds  the  Lord's  hand  has  been 
at  work,  arresting  the  careless  and  awakening  the  dead.  A  laige  proportion  of 
these  oonyerts  belong  to  the  church-going  class,  men  and  women  who  had  all 
their  life  been  content  with  a  religion  of  outward  decency,  but  knowing  nothing 
of  spiritual  life  and  peace  and  joy.  A  number  of  backaliders  too  have  been  re> 
awakened  and  restored  to  the  joy  of  forgiveness.  There  have  also  been  held  many 
meetings  in  the  afternoon  for  believers,  and  the  great  quickening  both  in  faith 
and  life  received  by  many  of  the  Lord's  own  people  are  a  cause  of  unspeakable 
thankfulness.  The  coldness  and  indifference  of  formality  have  been  broken  up ; 
both  ministers  and  people  of  nearly  all  denominations  have  come  together 
heartily,  and  with  one  desire  and  one  effort  have  sought  and  found  new  joy  in  the 
love  and  service  of  the  Lord." 

Your  Committee  bave  beard  with  mucb  pleasure,  that  the  meetings  which 
have  been  held  for  weeks  in  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  other  large  towns 
in  Scotland  during  the  past  winter,  and  in  which  esteemed  brethren  from 
America  took  a  large  share,  were  blessed  for  the  reTiving  of  God's 
people,  and  the  quickening  of  sinners. 

While,  however,  these  reports  furnish  no  little  matter  of  thankfulness 
to  God,  and  show  that  He  will  carry  on,  and  is  carrying  on  in  tronbloos 
times.  His  gracious  work  in  our  land  ;  your  Committee  feel  bound  to  con- 
fess, that  at  present  evils  exist  in  our  midst  which  are  well  fitted  to  beget 
uneasiness  and  much  anxiety. 

First — Tour  Committee  do  not  refer  here  to  the  evil  of  intemperance, 
as  that  subject  is  under  the  consideration  of  another  committee  of  the 
Church ;  but  the  prevailing  immorality  of  our  land  b  no  little  reason  for 
alarm.  While  the  percentage  of  illegitimacy  varies  much  in  the  different 
districts  of  Scotland,  the  average  of  illegitimate  births  to  the  legitimate 
over  the  whole  country  is  a  painful  fact.  This  of  itself  is  a  fact,  which 
should  stir  up  the  Church  to  the  solemn  consideration  of  what  should  be 
done  to  arrest  an  evil,  so  polluting  and  destructive  to  our  family  and  social 
life.  The  very  extent  of  the  evil  has  a  tendency  to  blunt  our  perceptions 
of  its  guilt  and  danger ;  and  it  is  also  pne  of  those  social  sores  which  have 
a  tendency  to  spread. 

Second. — Another  cause  of  concern  to  your  Committee  is  the  wide- 
spread profanity  which  exists,  and  by  which  the  young  in  many  localities 
are  deeply  affected.  There  is  no  doubt  that  much  of  this  evil  can  be 
traced  to  the  neglect  of  parents,  who  never  concern  themselves  with  the 
scriptural  training  of  their  children.  The  facilities  which  our  social 
arrangements  in  workshops  and  places  of  business,  afford  to  the  young  of 
earning  wages  at  an  early  period  of  their  life,  with  other  existing  influenc^i 
tend  to  render  children  less  dependent  on  their  parents,  and  too  earlj  in 
their  life  to  assert  their  independence  of  theni. 

ITiircL — The  Committee  have  during  the  last  few  years  drawn  the 
attention  of  the  Assembly  to  the  prevailing  scepticism  of  the  times,  the 
forms  in  which  it  manifests  itself,  and  the  causes  which  oontribate  to  it 
There  is  one  form  in  which  the  existing  scepticism  makes  its  power  in 
some  measure  felt,  even  over  those  who  are  not  to  be  called  sceptics, 
according  to  the  ordinary  signification  of  that  name,  vis.,  in  inducing  men 
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to  value  less  the  great  cardinal  doctrines  of  Christianity,  and  minimise 
their  importance.  There  is  a  wide-spread  disposition  at  present  to  ignore 
or  make  little  of  the  guilt  of  sin,  the  condemnation  under  which  the  sinner 
lies,  the  necessity  and  nature  of  the  substitutionary  work  of  Christ,  and 
the  surety-righteousness  of  our  Lord,  as  the  only  ground  of  a  sinner's 
acceptance  in  the  sight  of  Ood.  Original  sin  is  reduced  to  a  minimum  of 
eyil,  and  regeneration  by  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is  correspondingly 
undervalued.  A  real  belief  in  these  doctrines  is  greatly  undermined,  and 
yet  in  all  histories  of  revivals  either  past  or  present,  these  are  the  great 
truths  which  the  Spirit  of  Qod  has  blessed  for  saving  results.  Tour 
Committee  deeply  feel,  that  at  present  there  exists  a  greater  necessity  than 
ever,  that  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  in  their  ministrations  should  be 
more  determined  to  know  nothing  among  them  to  whom  they  minister, 
'*  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified."  If  we  look,  through  the  Spirit  of 
God,  for  a  revival  of  God's  work,  we  cannot  cherish  expectations  of  that 
revival  apart  from  that  truth,  which  the  Spirit  has  in  all  ages  blessed  for 
the  conversion  and  edification  of  soula 

Fourth. — Another  cause  of  anxiety  to  your  Committee  is  found  in  the  low 
and  worldly  lives  of  many  of  the  members  of  the  Church.  In  the  word 
of  God,  the  attention  of  the  professed  followers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  is  fre- 
quently directed  ^*  to  the  high  vocation  wherewith  they  are  called  ;"and  to 
their  ''  having  a  conversation  becoming  the  Gospel,"  and  '*  as  they  have 
received  the  Lord  Jesus,  so  to  walk  in  him."  Now,  while  it  is  a  matter  of 
great  thankfulness  that  there  are  so  many  disciples  of  our  Lord  who  live 
a  life  that  adorns  the  gospel,  it  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  there  are 
many  too,  who  though  professing  Christ,  never  consider  what  the  nature, 
the  responsibilities,  and  the  fruits  of  living  membership  are.  They  live 
and  act  too  much  in  conformity  to  the  world,  and  walk  too  much  after  its 
course  and  fashion.  There  seems  to  be  no  visible  distinction  between 
them  and  that  world  from  which  that  Saviour  whose  name  they  bear,  would 
have  them  come  out  and  be  separate.  Such  a  membership  as  this  is 
unfruitful  to  God — dishonouring  to  Jesus  Christ — weakening  to  the 
Church — of  no  benefit  to  itself — and  useless  and  hurtful  to  the  world. 
If  the  Church  is  to  enjoy  larger  spiritual  blessings  from  above,  and  if 
its  membership  is  to  experience  in  a  larger  measure  divine  consolation ; 
and  to  be  a  membership  of  influence,  having  more  power  with  God 
in  heaven  and  with  men  on  earth,  then  it  must  be  a  membership  of  a  far 
higher  spiritual  tone  than  in  too  many  cases  it  is.  It  must  be  dying  more 
unto  sin  and  the  world,  and  living  more  unto  God.  It  must  be  a 
membership  which,  through  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Ghost^  becomes  one  of 
more  entire,  unreserved,  and  continuous  consecration  to  a  redeeming  God. 
It  is  only  then,  that  we  may  expect  that  the  agencies  of  the  Church,  managed 
and  wrought  by  such  a  membership  as  this,  will  be  more  powerfril  in  pro- 
moting the  spiritual  and  temporal  good  of  society,  and  in  removing  the 
varied  and  mighty  obstacles  which  stand  in  the  way  of  that  good.  The 
Church  will  then  be  ''fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  sun,  and  terrible  as  an 
army  with  banners." 

The  appendix  to  the  Report  this  year  is  larger  than  usual,  owing  to  the 
fact,  that  all  the  congregations  of  the  Presbyteries  of  Glasgow  and 
Greenock  were  visited  by  Assembly  Deputies.  The  Reports  of  these 
Deputies,  while  varying  in  the  fulness  of  their  communications,  furnish  to 
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the  Assembly  a  large  amount  of  iDteresting  statement,  which  it  were  veil 
that  the  Assembly  should  in  some  way  endeavour  to  utilise  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Church  at  large. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  the  Assembly  to  know  now,  to  what  extent, 
this  work  of  visitation  of  Presbyteries  and  Congregations  by  their  Deputies 
has  been  carried  out  since  the  work  began.  It  was  in  the  year  1866,  that 
the  Assembly  began  this  visitation  work : — 

The  Presbyteries  visited  are  as  follows : — 

1 866.  Nairn,  Forres,  Elgin,  Strathbogie,  Stranraer,  Wigton,  and  Kirkcudbright 
18G7.  Dunblane,  Dunkelc],  Breadalbane,  Perth,  and  Auchterarder. 

1868.  Bunse,  Chirnside,  Keko,  Jedburgh,  Selkirk,  Lockerbie,  Dumfries,  and 

Penpont. 

1869.  Dornoch,  Tongue,  and  Caithness. 

1870.  Dingwall,  Chanonry,  Tain,  and  Stirling. 

1871.  Biggar  and  Peebles,  Dalkeith,  Haddington  and  Dunbar,  Orkney  ud 

Shetland. 

1872.  Linlithgow,  Lanark,  Inverness,  Abemethy,  and  Aberloor. 

1 873.  Dunfermline,  Kirkcaldy,  and  Lewis. 

1874.  Lochcarron,  Kinross,  Cnpar,  and  St.  Andrews. 

1875.  Deer,  Ellon,  Lorn,  and  Mull. 

1876.  Ayr,  Skye,  and  Uist. 

1877.  Edinburgh,  Abertarff,  and  Islay. 

1878.  Dundee,  Arbroath,  and  Kintyre. 

1879.  Aberdeen,  Paisley,  Hamilton,  Dunoon,  and  Inveraiy. 

1880.  Glasgow,  and  Greenock. 

The  Presbyteries  which  have  BtiU  to  be  visited  are  the  following  :— 
Irvine,  Dumbarton,  Meigle,  Forfar,  Brechin,  Arbroath,  Fordoun,  Kincar- 
dine O'Neil,  Alford,  Oarioch,  Turiff,  and  Fordyoe.  These  Presbyteries 
contain  151  congregations. 

The  Committee  have  much  pleasure  in  observing,  that,  of  late,  the  atten- 
tion of  other  Churches  has  been  directed  to  this  work  of  the  Church.  The 
English  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  being 
impressed  with  the  importance  and  beneficial  nature  of  this  work  in  which 
the  Assembly  is  engaged,  purpose  to  adopt  a  somewhat  similar  course  of 
visitation.  The  Irish  Presbyterian  Church  has  in  view  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  visitation  of  their  Presbyteries  and-  Congregations  too,  and  has 
sought  information  from  your  Committee  as  to  our  mode  of  action. 

This  work  of  visitation  has  been  found,  both  by  the  Deputies  and 
Congregations,  to  be  a  work  so  profitable  and  encouraging  to  all  parties 
concerned,  that  your  Committee  are  deeply  impressed,  that  the  time  has 
now  come,  when  the  subject  of  special  visitation  of  Congregations  within 
their  bounds,  should  be  taken  up  by  Presbyteries  themselves;  without 
however  interfering  with  this  work  of  the  Assembly.  It  is  only  after  along 
period  of  years,  that  each  Congregation  and  Presbytery  can  be  visited  b  v 
Deputies  appointed  by  the  Assembly,  even  at  the  rate  at  which  they  have 
been  visited  during  the  last  few  years. 

A  beginning  in  this  work  of  visitation  has  been  made  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Oreenock,  which  they  intend  to  prosecute  more  vigorously,  as  one  of 
the  results  of  the  visit  lately  paid  them  by  the  Deputies  of  the  Assembly. 
The  Presbytery  of  Edinburgh  hope  to  make  arrangements  for  a  similar 
course  of  action,  so  that  all  the  Congregations  within  their  booDds  nay 
be  visited  within  a  period  of  five  years.     The  Committee  believe  that  such 
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a  visitation  by  the  Presbytery  itself,  wisely  conducted,  would  be  Helpful  in 
anrestinff  in  not  a  few  oases  much  evil,  and  in  promoting  much  good,  while 
it  would  bring  more  frequently  before  congregations  and  office-bearers 
the  high  and  great  ends  for  which  the  Church  of  Christ  exists. 

While  during  the  past  year,  your  Committee  have  had  brought  before 
them,  not  a  little  to  occasion  anxiety,  they  have  had  too,  what  has 
afforded  them  encouragement  and  thankMness.  Let  us  never  forget,  tjiat 
the  Church  of  Christ  has  sufficient  ground  of  hope,  and  sufficient  source  of 
strength  in  the  promises  of  her  God.  Whatever  obstacles  exist  here  below 
in  the  way  of  the  onward  movement  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom,  Jesus  lives 
on  high,  a  conquering  Saviour,  and  what  are  all  these  obstacles  to  Him  ? 
All  things  are  possible  to  faith,  for  there  is  nothing  impossible  to  Christ, 
and  all  things  are  possible  to  him  that  believeth  in  Christ.  It  is  according 
to  our  faith  that  it  shall  be  to  us.  If  the  Church's  membership  is  weak  in 
faith:  Let  their  cry  therefore  be — *' Lord,  increase  our  faith:"  If  the 
Church's  membership  is  poor  in  the  experience  of  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
let  this  promise  with  its  gracious  results  be  earnestly  pleaded :  ''  I  will  pour 
water  upon  him  that  is  thirsty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground :  I  will 
pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  seed,  and  my  blessing  upon  thine  offspring: 
and  they  shall  spring  up  as  among  the  grass,  as  willows  by  the  water 
courses.  One  shall  say,  I  am  the  Lord's ;  and  another  shall  call  himself 
by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and  another  shall  subscribe  with  his  hand  unto 
the  Lord,  and  surname  himself  by  the  name  of  Israel." — Isaiah  xliv.  8-5. 

The  Committee  agree  to  recommend  to  the  Assembly  the  visitation  this 
year  of  the  following  Presbyteries : — Irvine,  Dumbarton,  Garioch,  Turriff, 
and  Fordyce. 

ALEX.  M'EENZIE,  CcmveMr. 
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APPENDIX. 


VISITS  OF  EVANOELISTIG  DEPUTIES. 

REPORT  BT  THB  Qenbral  Asbbublt'b  DiPirriBS  appointed  to  visit  the 
Fbeb  Pbisbttebies  or  Glasoow  and  Gbbbnogk. 

ToLU!B088,  29th  November  1880. — ^The  Assembly  Dppaties  met  this  eyening 
with  the  workers  and  members  of  Tollcross  Free  Charch.  In  conference  with  s 
Isrge  representation  of  the  office-bearers  and  Sabbath-school  teachers,  it  appeared 
that  there  are  4  elders,  12  deacons,  and  8  districts.  The  deacons  usually  go 
round  their  diitricts  once  a  month.  Oospd  Trumpets  to  the  number  of  200  are 
distributed  monthly  among  the  families  of  the  congr^;ation. 

The  church  attendance  is  from  300  to  350  at  the  forenoon  senrioe,  and  abost 
100  at  the  evening  service.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  attended  by  20  or 
30.  Fireside  meetinge  are  held  once  a  month  by  the  minister,  and  one  of  the 
elders  holds  a  cottage  meeting  occasionally  in  Parkhead.  The  Bible-cUaB 
numbers  1 10,  with  an  attendance  of  over  90.  The  Sabbath-school  is  vigorous, 
and  evidences  are  not  wanting  of  a  blessing  recently.  There  are  24  teachers,  as 
many  male  as  female,  and  260  scholars  ;  average  attendance,  170.  A  foundiy 
boys'  meeting,  with  Band  of  Hope  attached,  is  found  to  work  harmonioiisly  as  to 
hours  and  otherwise,  with  direct  congregational  effort. 

Romanism  is  prevalent  in  the  district,  nearly  a  third  of  the  population  being  ef 
that  persuasion.  There  are  but  few  cases  of  lapsing  in  the  congregation,  ind 
few  of  discipline.  Possibly  a  third  of  this  congregation  are  miners,  and  general 
testimony  was  borne  to  the  fact  that  in  the  district,  the  mining  populatioQ  are 
of  a  higher  character  that  in  some  other  parts.  Some  of  the  furnaces  are  damped 
down  on  Sundays,  and  the  desire  of  the  masters  is  to  recognise  the  Day  of 
Rest. 

Evangelistic  meetings  were  lately  held  for  a  fortnight  with  encouraging  results. 
Evidence  of  life  and  earnestness  were  furnished  in  the  conferences  with  worken, 
and  in  the  meeting  with  about  50  of  the  congregation,  which  the  deputies  after- 
wards addressed.    An  aggressive  circulation  of  the  Beeard  was  urged. 

MALCOLM  WHITE. 
THOBIAS  M'MICKINO. 

Shbitliston,  ZOth  November  1880. — Connected  with  this  congregation  there 
are  7  elders  and  6  deacons,  having  charge  of  6  districts.  An  election  of  4  more 
elders  is  going  forward. 

There  are  five  cottage-meetings  held  weekly  instead  of  a  oongregatioual 
prayer-meeting.  Two  of  these  are  conducted  by  the  minister  and  t^bee  by 
elders,  with  an  aggregate  attendance  of  aboat  140.  A  Sabbath-evening  meeting 
and  other  mission-work,  under  the  superintendence  of  3  elders,  are  carried 
forward  in  a  rapidly  increasing  district  in  the  west  of  Shettleston.  The  need  of 
a  regular  missionary  there  is  strongly  f elt»  and  the  prospect  of  a  new  congrega- 
tion might  be  entertained  either  under  the  minister  of  Tollcross,  or  if  sufficieBtly 
strong  under  a  separate  minister,  if  the  Home  Mission  Committee  could  oome  to 
the  help  of  Mr.  Smith  and  his  office-bearers. 

There  is  one  congregational  Sabbath-school  and  two  mission  schools.  From 
five  to  ten  minutes  are  devoted  to  the  young  at  every  Sabbath-morning  service, 
and  a  quarterly  sermon  is  preached  to  the  young.  There  are  27  teachers,  15 
males,  with  an  average  attendance  of  200  scholars.  What  may  be  called  a 
foundry  boys*  school  in  connection  with  the  congregation  meets  at  10  a.il 
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The  Ghnroh  eerrioes  Are  at  12  and  6.30,  tbe  Bible-dan  meetmg  at  half -past  one, 
aod  the  Sabbath-eohool  at  half-past  four.  Morning  attendanoe,  200  to  250  ; 
eveniDg,  80  to  100.  There  were  83  members  when  the  present  minister  com- 
menced his  bibonrs  five  years  ago,  there  are  now  over  200. 

Beoently  a  series  of  evangeUstic  services  have  been  held,  bnt  without  any 
very  marked  results.  The  Church  is  not  situated  in  any  great  centre  of  popula- 
tion, and  the  district  is  a  scattered  one,  but  a  meeting  of  about  40  of  the  congre- 
gation was  addressed  by  the  deputies  at  the  dose  of  a  hearty  conference  with  the 
office-bearers.  Among  other  suggestions,  increased  circulation  of  both  JUeord$ 
was  urged. 

THOMAS  MIMICKING. 

MALCOLM  WHITK 

MiLLKRSTOK,  Is^  Deesmfter.— Connected  with  this  congregation  there  are  4 
districts,  with  3  dders  and  6  deacons.  There  are  hardly  aay  cases  of  disdpline. 
The  regular  Sabbath  service  is  at  12  o'clock,  and  a  fortnightly  evening  service  is 
hdd  in  the  church.  An  interesting  feature  is  the  attendance  of  200  boys  from 
the  Moss  Bank  Reformatory  SchooL  The  minister  conducts  a  service,  and  reads 
a  children's  sermon  to  the  boys  (about  400)  in  the  school,  every  Sabbath 
afternoon  between  4  and  5.  There  are  no  congregational  or  district  prayer- 
meetings  on  week-nights,  but  a  Sabbath-evening  meeting  at  Stepps  is  under  the 
charge  of  office-bearers  of  Chryston  and  Millerston,  the  minister  conducting  it 
occasionally.  Mr.  Thomson  personally  distributes  270  Monthly  VUUotb,  and  in 
this  way  visits  that  number  of  families  in  the  district  every  month.  The  con- 
gregational Sabbath-sohod  averages  36,  with  2  male  teachers  and  4  female. 
A  very  fair  representation  of  the  congregation  met  in  the  church  after  the  con- 
ference with  the  workers,  and  were  addressed  by  the  deputies.  The  circulation 
of  both  Becords  and  other  agendes  was  suggested. 

MALCOLM  WHITK 

THOMAS  M*MICKINa. 

CHBTenoN,  December  2d. — Notwithstanding  the  circumstances  in  which  this 
congregation  is  at  present  placed,  everything  seems  in  excellent  working  order. 

There  are  12  elders,  10  deacons,  and  16  Sustentation  Fund  districts.  The 
dders  visit  with  cards  before  each  Communion,  and  the  Communion  is  quarterly. 

For  the  last  three  months,  meetings  hdd  by  a  licentiate  of  the  Church  have 
been  largdy  attended,  and  very  interesting  in  character.  A  fortnight's  special 
evangelistic  services  have  been  hdd  very  recently.  ^ 

Sabbath  attendance  at  noon  is  about  300,  and  in  the  evening  150. 

The  congregational  prayer-meeting  used  to  have  an  average  of  between  25  and 
30,  but  during  the  last  quarter  50. 

Three  district  prayer-meetings  are  conducted  by  elders,  averaging  25,  28,  and 
24.  Another  of  the  office-bearers  conducts  a  united  meeting  at  Stepps,  which 
Mr.  Thomson  of  Millerston  occasionally  addresses. 

Family  worship  seems  to  be  pretty  general,  and  the  elders  have  evidently  taken 
an  interest  in  the  matter. 

Many  of  the  office-bearers  are  Sabbath-school  teachers.  The  Congregational 
Sabbath-school  has  5  male  teachers  and  3  femde,  and  averages  72.  There  are 
also  four  district  Sabbath-schools,  one  with  an  average  of  40,  3  male  and  2 
female  teachers,  another  with  two  male  teachers,  and  22  scholars,  a  third  with 

3  male  and  2  femde  teachers,  and  an  average  of  40  scholars,  and  a  fourth  with 

4  male  teachers  and  24  scholars.  ChUdretCe  JUcorde  are  distributed  to  the 
number  of  250.  Quarterly  social  meetings  of  the  teachers  are  hdd,  and  a  half- 
yearly  misdonary  meeting  of  children  takes  place  on  the  Monday  evening  of 
the  Communion. 

A  meeting  of  about  60  people  was  addressed  by  the  deputies  after  an  interesting 
conference  with  the  office-bearers  and  Sabbath-school  teachers. 

MALCOLM  WHITK 
THOMAS  MIMICKING. 
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C17MBERKAX7LD,  December  3^. — ^The  chnrcH  here  has  recently  been  renewed  at 
very  considerable  expense,  and  a  hall  added,  every  way  weU  fitted  for  Sabbath- 
school  and  other  purposes. 

There  are  8  elders  and  4  deacons,  for  4  districts  in  the  town  and  8  in  the 
country.  An  election  of  elders  has  lately  taken  place,  and  deacons  are  abont  to 
be  chosen.     The  eldera  and  deacons  visit  regularly. 

There  are  many  farm-servants  in  the  district,  most  living  in  the  farm  kitohens. 
The  minister  visits  farmen  in  the  evening,  and  meets  with  the  servants.  The 
latter  generally  attend  church,  being  frequently  the  children  of  people  in  the 
district.  Many  people,  through  poverty  especially,  do  not  attend  church.  The 
population  is  intelligent,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  fair  amount  of  spiritual  life. 
No  special  religious  movement  has  taken  place  lately.  Five  or  six  years  sgo 
there  was  an  awakening. 

The  average  forenoon  attendance  at  chureh  is  from  250  to  300.  A  Sabbath 
evening  service  is  held  fortnightly,  with  an  attendance  of  abont  1$0. 

The  Sabbath-school  averages  200,  with  6  male  teachera  and  10  female.  A 
Bible-class,  numbering  30,  is  conducted  by  one  of  the  elden,  the  teacher  of  the 
Board  School.  In  summer  the  minister  has  a  class,  meeting  at  10.30,  and 
numbering  over  twelve. 

The  congregational  prayer-meeting  has  for  a  short  time  been  suspended,  but 
is  about  to  begin  again. 

Family  worahip  seems  to  be  common. 

The  Record  is  left  for  distribution  by  the  colporteur  only  to  those  who  desiie 
it,  and  no  Children*9  Beeords  have  as  yet  been  distributed. 

There  were  few  beside  the  workers  to  hear  the  addresses  of  the  deputiei. 
This  was  partly  due  to  the  disagreeable  and  dark  character  of  the  evenings  the 
season  chosen  for  the  visit  of  the  deputies  being  perhaps  better  fitted  for  the 
city  congregations  than  the  country  congregations  connected  with  the  Olugom 
Presbytery. 

MALCOLM  WHITE. 

THOMAS  M<MICKIKO. 

Btsropbrigos,  6^  December. — This  is  a  charge  wholly  raised  within  the  last 
18  yeara,  and  has  had  a  gradual,  steady  growth  up  to  the  present  time,  lliere 
are  4  elders  and  7  deacons,  the  congregation  being  divided  into  4  eldera'  districts, 
and  8  deacons'  districts.  The  few  domestic  servants  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
regular  in  their  attendance  at  chureh.  The  presence  of  farm-servants,  however, 
is  rare  in  the  Free  Chureh.  The  number  of  married  ploughmen  in  the  district 
is  increasing,  and  this  is  attended  with  good.  There  have  been  over  5  cases  of 
discipline  in  the  Session  for  4  years,  3  of  ante-nuptial  fornication,  and  2  of 
drunkenness.  Evangelistic  meetings  are  held  by  the  minister  in  the  open  air  on 
Sabbaths  in  summer,  and  for  a  few  weeks  every  year  in  the  open  air  on  the  other 
evenings.  The  special  drawbacks  to  progress  arise  (1.)  iroin  the  snare  of  minen 
—drunkenness,  (2.)  the  readiness  with  which  sealing  ordinances  are  given  in 
the  Established  Church,  and  (3.)  the  excuse  connected  with  the  price  of  sittings. 
The  Sabbath  class  attendance  runs  from  280  to  300,  but  in  the  evening  there 
are  only  about  80.  A  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  held  in  the  hall  connected  with 
the  church,  first  for  children,  numbering  10  or  12,  then  for  others,  with  an 
attendance  of  about  10.  Four  monthly  prayer-meetings  are  conducted  by  the 
elders  in  their  respective  districts,  one  numbering  about  20,  another  10  to  15,  • 
third  7  or  8,  and  a  fourth  10  or  12.  Family  worship  is  much  neglected  in  tiie 
district,  and  there  is  fear  of  its  neglect  among  some  of  the  members.  One 
deacon,  however,  found  somewhat  to  his  surprise  that  the  children  of  one  fsmily 
were  sent  to  a  music  class  in  the  chureh,  that  there  might  be  pnuse  in  the 
family  when  they  met  around  the  altar.  The  Sunday  traffic  of  the  Korth 
British  Bailway,  both  in  goods  and  passengera,  was  conunented  on  as  adverse  to 
the  observance  of  Sabbath  in  the  district  Three  of  the  elders  are  Sabbath* 
school  teachen.  The  church  Sabbath-school  has  130  on  the  roll,  and  a  district 
Sabbath-school  20.    In  all  there  are  11  male  teachers  and  8  female.    The 


XX,  8TATX  Of  RfiLIOION  AND  MORALS.  15 

minister's  Bible-olftss,  after  the  noon  serTiee,  has  41  on  the  roU.  A  quarterly 
social  meeting  of  teachers  is  held,  and  an  effort  made  at  it  to  introdnce  those 
who  are  likely  to  become  teachers.  21  copies  of  the  Record  find  their  way 
among  the  families,  and  every  Sabbath  scholar  receires  the  ChildrerCi  Record, 
Besides,  the  Monthly  Visitor  is  regnlarly  distributed  by  the  members  of  the 
Bible-class.  It  may  be  noted  also  that  the  minister  holds  a  prayer-meeting  at 
noon  on  Thursday,  which  is  attended  by  8  to  10  old  people.  A  fair  meeting  of 
the  congregation,  both  old  and  young,  assembled  in  the  church  after  the 
conference  with  office-bearers,  and  was  addressed  by  the  deputies. 

MALCOLM  WHITE. 

THOMAS  M*MICKINa. 

Kirkintilloch,  St.  Andrew's,  December  7th, — In  conference  with  a  large 
number  of  the  office-bearers  of  this  congregation,  it  appeared  that  there  are 
9  elders  and  9  deacons.  The  Communion  is  held  thrice  a  year,  and  the  eldera 
go  round  with  cards  before  each  Communion.  Such  domestic  servants  as  are  in 
the  congregation  attend  church  regularly.  Few  cases  of  discipline  are  found  iu 
the  Session  records  ;  none,  it  may  be  said,  for  a  year  or  two.  There  is  a  town 
missionary  in  Kirkintilloch  under  the  Glasgow  City  Mission,  and  members  and 
ministers  of  different  churches  give  him  countenance  and  support.  A  lady  also, 
who  labours  really  as  a  missionary,  gathers  round  her  Sabbath-school  teachers, 
and  a  large  agency  of  working-men  and  others.  Following  Mr.  Moody's  meetings 
there  was  a  work  of  grace,  one  result  of  which  appears  in  more  than  a  dozen 
families  now  attending  the  congregation  ;  but  latterly  there  has  been  no  special 
religious  movement.  A  work  of  Temperance,  which  adopts  a  six  months'  pledge, 
is  meanwhile  proving  very  effective  over  the  entire  town.  Nearly  1200  have 
joined  the  society  within  the  last  two  months,  many  of  whom,  of  course,  were 
formerly  abstainers,  but  others  of  whom  have  come  to  church  for  the  first  time, 
since  their  temperance  has  enabled  them  to  be  in  the  house  of  God.  The  town 
is  divided  into  four  districts,  and  there  is  house  to  house  visitation.  The  report 
given  of  one  district  is  that  330  have  signed  the  pledge,  and  only  2  are  known 
to  have  fallen.  Every  effort  is  made  to  keep  hold  of  such,  and,  if  possible,  to 
restore  them.  In  summer  there  are  two  diets  in  church.  In  winter  there  is  a 
service  at  11.30,  and  in  the  evening  four  ministers  (the  two  of  the  Free  Church, 
one  United  Presbyterian,  and  the  one  of  the  quoad  sacra)  conduct  evening 
Rervice  in  their  different  churches  in  rotation.  This  winter  evening  service  has 
been  very  successful  in  the  way  of  attendance,  parties  also  coming  who  might 
not  otherwise  be  reached.  The  average  forenoon  attendance  is  330.  In  a 
mining  and  also  a  weaving  village  in  the  neighbourhood,  Sabbath  evening 
meetings  are  to  a  certain  extent  conducted  by  elders  of  the  congregation.  The 
congregational  prayer-meeting  numbers  22  or  23.  A  fireside  meeting  and  a 
kitchen  meeting  are  conducted  by  office-bearers,  and  others  take  their  turn  in 
assisting  the  meetings  held  in  the  Convalescent  Home,  and  a  village  which  now 
is  rather  included  in  the  Lenzie  district.  The  elders  have  shown  an  interest  in 
promoting  family  worship,  but  do  not  speak  very  confidently  of  its  general 
observance.  Sabbath  observance  has  been  greatly  improved  in  this  district  since 
the  abolition  of  hotel  licenses  five  or  six  years  ago.  The  minister's  Bible-olass 
numbers  36,  and  is  going  over  Dr.  Blaikie's  *'Life  of  David."  The  Sabbath- 
school  is  vigorous,  200  on  the  roll,  with  11  male  and  10  female  teachers. 
There  are  two  district  Sabbath-schools,  in  which  office-bearers  and  members 
work,  but  they  are  not  connected  with  any  particular  church.  A  Children** 
Record  is  given  to  every  family,  but  there  are  only  24  of  the  Chwr^  Record* 
distributed. 

MALCOLM  WHITE. 

THOMAS  M'MICKING. 

KntKiKTiLLOcH,  Free  St.  David's,  December  8tA.—- Kearly  all  the  office-beareia 
were  present  to  meet  with  the  deputies,  and  the  impression  left  on  the  minds  of 
the  latter  was  that  the  organisation  in  this  congregation  was  exceedingly  perfect 
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There  are  12  elders  and  19  deacons,  each  one  of  whom  visits  his  dittrict 
twice    every  year    at    least.      Each    Met  has  a   book,  specially  prepared, 
containing  the  names  of  conmrnnicants,  adherents,  and  children.      Those  under 
13  years  of  age  are  tabulated,  those  between  13  and  17,  and  yonng  men  snd 
women  over  17.      Oversight  is  taken  to  make  sure  that  tiiose  under  13  are  at 
some  Sabbath-school,  that  those  between  13  and  17  are  at  the  intermediate  daai, 
and  that  the  youth  above  this  age  are  at  the  minister's  class.     A  special  quarterly 
meeting  of  Session  is  held  to  get  reports  of  the  Sabbath-schools,  of  congrega- 
tional and  mission-work,  and  of  family  worship],  etc.      Between  30  and  40  are 
working  in  the  Bible-class,  in  connection  with  the  Welfare  of  Touth  Scheme, 
upon  the  Catechism,  and  Professor  Oandhsh's  book  on  the  Sacraments.     One  of 
the  elders  is  taking  the  intermediate  class,  numbering  26,  over  the  Catechiim 
and  Dr.  Blaikie*s  *'  Life  of  David."      The  church  Sab^ith-school  is  exclusively 
congregational,  has  90  on  the  roll,  and  8  male  and  8  female  teachers.     Prizes  are 
given  to  the  scholars  as  the  result  of  an  oral  examination,  which  includes  the 
repetition  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandments,  and  the  Creed.     The 
teachers  meet  once  a  month  for  prayer,  and  the  minister  goes  over  the  dan- 
lesson  every  week  with  the  teachers.      Every  family  and  every  child  receives  a 
Record^  and  there  is  a  Band  of  Hope  and  a  Temperance  Society  connected  with 
the  congregation.      Similar  evidence  was  borne  to  the  value  of  the  present  six 
months'  pledge  movement  in  Kirkintilloch  with  that  reported  in  the  case  of  Si 
Andrew's  congregation.      There  are  few  farmers,  and  very  few  farm-servants  in 
connection  wiUi  the  congregation.     Cases  of  discipline  are  not  numerous,  two  or 
three  yearly  of  ante-nnptial  fornication,  and  one  or  so  of  drunkenness.      There 
has  been  no  special  religious  movement  since  Moody's  visit     Last  week  a  series 
of  united  evangelistic  services  were  held,  and  there  is  an  understanding  that 
evangelistic  services  of  the  kind  should  be  held  yearly.      Two  services  are  con- 
duct^ in  church  in  summer,  the  forenoon  attendance  being  500,  and  the  after- 
noon from  250  to  300.      Li  winter  the  arrangement  is  as  in  Free  St.  Andrew's. 
The  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  attended  by  between  30  and  40.,      Several 
of  the  elders  are  connected  with  district  prayer-meetings,  two  held  during  the 
week,  and  one  on  Sabbath  evenings.      Seven  of  the  session  and  a  number  of  the 
deacons  are  engaged  in  district  Sabbath-school  work.      Heeords  are  given  to 
every  family ;  120  Children^ 9  Beeardi  are  distributed,  and  200  weekly  tracts  are 
distributed  by  8  visitors.      As  to  family  worship,  the  testimony  borne  by  the 
office-bearers  was,  that  while  general,  it  is  far  from  universal,     la  the  matter  of 
Sabbath  observance,  things  compare  favourably  in  the  town  with  the  state  of 
matters  over  six  years  ago.      This  is  due  to  the  withdrawal  within  tluit  period 
of  all  hotel  or  inn  licenses. 

MALCOLM  WHITE. 

THOMAS  M'MIGKINO. 

Campsix,  9th  December  1880. — This  is  a  post-Disruption  charge,  which  baa  had 
to  contend  with  many  difficulties.  The  meetings  on  the  part  of  the  deputies 
with  the  office-bearers  and  congregation  were  of  the  most  satisfactory  character. 
There  are  4  elders  and  8  deacons.  The  elders  visit  their  districts  twice  a  year. 
Of  late  there  has  been  no  general  awakening,  but  three  or  four  years  a^  theie 
was  a  movement  attended  by  good  results.  A  time  of  revival,  which  more  than 
one  of  the  workers  spoke  of  as  the  period  of  their  conversion,  occurred  about 
fourteen  years  aga  A  third  of  the  population  in  the  district  is  Boman  Cktholia 
Sabbath  observance  on  the  partof  the  congregation  is  good.  The  attendaaoe  si 
the  forenoon  service  is  nearly  200,  and  in  tiie  evening  about  120.  The  minister 
conducts  two  prayer-meetings  weekly,  one  in  the  church  numbering  25,  one  at 
Milton  numbering  32  or  33.  Family. worship  is  not  thought  te  be  generaL  The 
congregational  Sabbath-school  numbers  100,  under  7  male  and  8  female  teachers. 
In  one  class  there  are  lads  up  to  16  years  of  age,  and  in  another  there  are  young 
women  up  to  20  years  of  age.  In  the  latter  class  there  have  been  cheering 
tokens  lately  of  spiritual  fruit.  The  teachers  meet  on  Sabbath  mornings  for 
prayer  and  conference.     The  minister's  Bible-class  has  70  on  the  roll ;  this  he 


XZ.  BTATB  OF  BXLIOION  AUD  MORALS.  17 

condacte  after  the  eyening  service.  There  are  only  12  Reoards  taken  by  the 
congregation*  ChUdreiCs  Records  to  the  nnmber  of  36  are  distributed  in  the 
Sabbati^-schooL 

MALCOLM  WHITE. 

THOMA.S  M'MICKING. 

Kilsyth,  \(Hh  December  1880. — The  name  of  Kilayth  is  sayoury  in  connection 
with  vital  religion  in  our  land,  and  the  experience  of  the  deputies  was  by  no 
means  disappointing.  The  attendance  of  office-bearers  was  large,  one  old  man 
being  preeent»  and  actively  interested  in  the  work  of  the  evening,  over  90  years 
of  age.  There  are  12  elders  and  13  deacons.  The  elders  visit  at  least  twice 
in  the  year.  In  1866  there  was  a  spiritual  awakening,  which  has  left  permanent 
results.  Two  or  three  years  ago  there  was  also  a  movement  from  which  fruit 
remains.  A  certain  impulse  was  given  to  the  temperance  work  about  a  year  ago, 
by  f  50  of  the  better  classes  joining  the  movement.  The  Sabbath  in  the  district 
generally  is  not  well  observed.  The  attendance  in  church  is  over  300  in  the 
forenoon,  and  about  200  in  the  afternoon.  The  congregational  prayer-meeting 
numbers  about  20.  There  is  a  Sabbath  morning  fellowship  meeting  of  office-bearers 
from  8  to  9  A-M.  Office-bearers  take  part  in  two  undenominational  district 
prayer-meetings,  and  five  of  them  are  teachers  in  the  Sabbath-schooL  Family- 
worship  is  not  so  common  as  once  it  was.  The  attendance  at  the  congregational 
Sabbath-school  is  120,  with  7  male  and  5  female  teachers.  One  class  is  an 
interesting  one  of  infants,  numbering  40.  A  foundry  boys'  undenominational 
service  is  held  at  the  ordinary  church  hours,  with  150  in  attendance. 

MALCOLM  WHITE. 
THOMAS  MIMICKING. 

Whttsvalb  Chuscel — Members,  260;  elders,  6 ;  deacons,  14;  average  Sabbath 
attendance  300,  and  about  100  boys  from  Eeformatory.     Sabbath-school  attend- 
ance, 300 ;  prayer-meeting  attendance,  40.     Minister  has  a  good  Bible-class,  with 
attendance  of  about  30  of  both  sexes.     There  is  also  a  Sabbath  morning  fellow- 
ship meeting  attended  by  about  25. 

Appearances  are  hopeful,  and  good  work  is  being  done  by  the  pastor  and  his 
office-bearers. 

WiLLPAKK  CHinu^H. — Members,  740 ;  elders,  18;  deacons,  16 ;  Sabbath-schools, 
570;  scholars  on  roll  with  average  attendance  of  419;  teachers,  54;  Band 
of  Hope  with  215  on  roll.  Large  Bible-classes.  Weekly  prayer-meeting 
attended  by  200.  Ladies'  visiting  society  for  co-operating  with  ministers  and 
office-bearers  in  visiting  the  sick  and  bereaved. 

This  is  a  large  and  well-organised  congregation,  and  its  varied  operations  are 
carried  on  with  great  spirit.  The  children  of  the  congregation  and  district  are 
specially  cared  for.  A  quarterly  service  for  young  people  is  attended  by  between 
700  and  800  children.  A  zealous  missionary  spirit  is  also  manifest.  Pastoral 
visitation  is  efficiently  carried  out. 

YoTTKO  Strket  CHxntCH. — Members,  680  ;  elders,  18 ;  deacons,  19 ;  Sabbath 
schools,  400  children  and  40  teachers  ;  attendance  at  prayer-meeting,  50. 

This  is  a  well-equipped  congregation.  One  novel  feature  is  an  evangelistic 
committee,  betokening  the  interest  which  the  congregation  take  in  this  most 
important  work. 

St.  Lttkv's. — Members,  350 ;  elders,'  11 ;  deacons,  14 ;  Sabbath-school  85 
children  and  10  teachers  ;  minister's  Bible-class  about  90. 

There  is  at  present  no  prayer-meeting,  but  it  is  the  intention  of  the  ministers 
to  resume  it.    Several  departments  of  work  are  well  attended  to. 

Fairbxtkr  Church.— Members,  595 ;  elders,  12 ;  deacons,  13 ;  Sabbath-schools, 
900  on  roll,  700  attendance  ;  teachers,  85  ;  ChUdresCs  Records^  600  ;  attendance 
at  prayer-meeting,  80  ;  200  workers.     Many  kitchen- meetings.     Church  attend- 
ance—morning, ^ ;  af temoouj  550 ;  minister's  Bible-class,  1 10 ;  Band  of  Hope  120. 
30  B 
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Ev^erything  going  on  hopefully,  and  all  tlie  departments  of  Christian  work  teem 
to  be  efficiently  condacted. 

LoNDOK  Road  Church. — ^Members,  930  ;  elders,  19  ;  deacons,  19  ;  afternoon 
attendance,  800  to  1000 ;  Sabbath-school,  800 ;  47  teachers ;  BiUe-claai,  400 ; 
tracts,  2500  ;  about  100  visitors  ;  Childrm'9  Becords,  475. 

Much  earnest  work  and  many  encouraging  tokens. 

Grbat  Hamilton  St.  Church. — ^Members,  485;  elders,  15;  deacons,  10; 
attendance,  500;  Sabbath-schools, 4 ;  about  1000  young  people;  teachers,  70; 
2  missionaries  ;  prayer-meeting  attendance,  100. 

Mission  work  carried  on  with  great  rigour.  All  the  departments  in  good 
working  order,  and  thoroughly  organised.  At  present  the  congregation  is  with- 
out a  minister,  but  are  looking  forward  to  a  speedy  settlement. 

Barrowtield. — Members,  375  ;  elders,  10 ;  deacons,  12.  Forenoon  attend- 
ance, 200  ;  afternoon,  400 ;  missionary  meeting  on  Sabbath  eyening.  ^ 

Sabbath-school,  300  on  roll,  with  40  teachers.  A  Children's  Church,  superin- 
tended by  an  elder,  with  attendance  of  150.  Gk>od  Bible-classes.  Band  of  Hope 
on  Saturday  evening,  with  attendance  of  100. 

Good  hearty  work  is  being  done  by  this  oongr^^tion. 

Bridoetoit  Churor. — ^Members,  480 ;  12  elders  and  16  deaoons.  Congregation 
divided  into  15  districts,  presided  over  by  elders  and  deacons.  Tract  distribu- 
tion carried  on  vigorously.  Bible-classes  of  200.  Congregational  prayer-meeting, 
average  attendance  of  60.  Sabbath  attendance  about  260  in  forenoon,  and  600 
in  afternoon.     Sabbath-schools,  average  attendance,  304 ;  teachers,  36. 

This  congregation  appears  to  be  well  organised  in  all  its  departments,  and  th^e 
are  signs  of  increasing  prosperity. 


Bbpobt  of  Vibttation  op  Conorboatiomb  bt  Bet.  J.  Hoboam  and 

Mr.  B.  B.  Simpson,  W.8. 

The  work  of  visitation  was  conducted  according  to  the  plan  recommended. 
A  conference  was  held  with  office-bearers,  and  thus  the  state  of  oongregatiooal 
life  and  activity  was  dealt  with.  Then  a  larger  gathering  of  workers  was  met, 
and  the  results  of  Christian  work  in  the  different  departments  ascertained.  A 
general  meeting  of  the  congregation  followed,  at  which  the  minister  preskled, 
and  the  deputies  gave  the  word  of  exhortation  and  counsel  with  which  thej 
were  chargeil.  The  attendance  in  every  case  was  good,  and  the  welcome  of  the 
message  from  the  Assembly  was  most  cordial.  On  the  whole,  the  visits  were 
remarkably  encouraging,  and  indicated  much  earnest  and  successful  Ghristisn 
work  in  connection  wiUi  the  different  congregations. 

Generally  speaking,  the  deputies  found  the  work  of  the  eldership  effideotly 
conducted.  A  remarkable  interest  was  manifested  by  them  in  their  districts, 
and  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  families  under  their  charge.  The  Free  Chordi 
owes  very  much  to  the  large  band  of  Christian  men  who  fulfil  their  offioe  and 
sustain  the  labours  of  faithful  ministers  in  oironmstances  where  there  are  many 
inhuences  fitted  to  depress  and  disoourage. 

The  work  among  ike  young  we  found  to  be  very  hopefuL  Laige  bands  of 
earnest  teachers  are  giving  their  time  and  strength  to  this  service^  and  as  nacb 
as  by  anything  else,  we  were  impressed  with  the  vast  and  wide-spread  influesce 
of  a  directly  religious  kind  that  ia  being  exercised  on  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
young  people.  The  senior  classes  and  fellowship  meetings  are  full  of  interest; 
and  form  a  connecting  link  to  draw  young  people  into  direct  church  fellowship. 
The  attendance  at  church  was  with  some  regarded  as  unsatisfactory,  espedaliy 
in  the  morning.  Some  have  nearly  double  in  the  afternoon.  The  prayer-meet- 
ing is  regarded  as  a  source  and  centre  of  the  spiritual  life  of  the  congregatioa, 
and  is  generally  attended  by  a  goodly  number,  though  all  felt  anxioua  to  have  it 
tamed  to  more  account  as  a  means  of  grace  and  power  in  their 
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We  did  not  find  any  remarkable  work  of  grace  in  any  of  the  congregations. 
Tet  it  was  pleasing  to  find  the  outward  and  ordinary  means  of  grace  made 
effective  to  the  winning  of  sonls,  and  gathering  together  the  ontcasts  of  Israel 
Some  had  enjoyed  larger  blessing  than  others,  but  all  were  longing  very  earnestly 
for  renewed  spiritual  life  and  power. 

The  recent  depression  of  trade  has  told  very  severely  on  the  east  end  of 
Glasgow,  and  botili  ministers  and  office-bearers  are  finding  their  work  hindered 
much  in  consequence.  Want  of  work  has  caused  many  to  change  their  homes, 
and  has  involved  many  more  in  straits  and  poverty.  It  is  hoped  tiie  severe  strain 
that  has  been  encountered  in  this  way  is  now  considerably  abated,  and  that 
better  times  in  every  sense  of  the  words  are  soon  to  be  enjoyed  both  by  the 
community  and  the  churches. 

To  conclude,  the  visitation  of  this  section  has  given  much  true  pleasure  to  the 
deputies  entrusted  with  it.  They  are  able  to  speak  very  confidently  of  the  real 
work  done  by  our  Church  among  the  dense  masses  of  the  great  city.  There  is 
much  to  lament  in  the  moral  and  spiritual  neglect  that  prevails.  Around  every 
church  we  visited  there  are  home-heathen  and  heedless  souls  in  plenty.  Yet 
bad  as  things  are,  they  would  be  a  great  deal  worse  if  our  churches  and  their 
influence  were  not  there.  And  it  is  pleasing  to  know  that  all  the  churches  we 
visited  are  alive  to  the  greatness  of  this  evil,  and  are  earnestly  seeking  to  be 
missionary  centres,  and  in  many  cases  are  finding  their  truest  blessing  and  success 
in  this  direction.  There  are  plenty  of  discouragements.  All  our  brethren  are 
conscious  of  weakness  and  failure.  Tet  there  is  just  enough  of  success  to  lead 
them  to  long  and  labour  and  pray  for  more.  And  we  humbly  cherish  the  hof>e 
that  this  visit,  now  reported  to  the  Assembly,  may  be  in  some  small  measure 
helpful  in  strengthening  the  hands  and  encouraging  tiie  hearts  of  all  those  among 
whom  we  were  so  cordially  received. 

JOHN  MORGAN. 

R.  R.  SIMPSON. 


RiPORT  ON  AvQVtrrm  Free  Ohitbch,  Glasgow,  *!th  December  1880. — Deputy, 
Rev.  G SOROS  Wjdlson,  Glenluce. — {Answers  to  Assembly's  Queries.) 

1.  Almost  There  was  an  election  in  January  1880,  but  owing  to  changes  of 
residence  there  must  be  another  one.  There  are  20  of  each  when  the  number 
is  full.  2.  Yes ;  20  districts,  visited  regularly.  3.  Yes  ;  At  least  once  in  three 
months.  4.  Yes ;  6  at  present ;  6  elders  who  did  so  last  year  have  removed 
from  the  bounds  of  the  congregation.  5.  Yes ;  In  most  cases.  6.  Visitation, 
and  district  or  kitchen  meetings.  There  is  a  congregational  missionary  and  an 
evangelistio  committee,  under  the  Session,  with  the  missionary  at  its  head. 
This  committee  procures  tracts  for  distribution  (about  37,000  annually),  provides 
tracts  distributors,  86  in  number,  who,  every  Sabbath,  between  forenoon  and 
afternoon  services,  visit  every  family  in  the  home  mission  district.  The  district 
or  kitchen  meetings  are  also  superintended  by  this  committee.  An  evangelistic 
meeting  is  held  in  the  church  at  7  p.m.  every  Sabbath,  and  also  at  2.30  p.m.  for 
the  people  outside  ezdusively.    A  temperance  society  meets  every  Monday. 

7.  The  state  of  religion  is  fair  in  the  congregation.  The  districtjis  very  irreligious. 

8.  No  special  revi^.  Them  are  frequently  interesting  oases  of  revival  At  the 
last  communion,  22  lapsed  membera  and  16  young  persons  were  added  to  the 
rolL  9.  There  are  many  encouragements  in  pastond  work.  Two  discourage- 
ments:— 1^,  The  frequent  changes  of  residence  among  the  people;  2d^  About 
6  per  cent,  of  the  members  who  leave  (that  is  25  to  30),  leave  without  asking 
oertiflcates  or  giving  notice.  10.  The  attendance  at  church  is  inexcusably  small 
in  the  forenoon,  in  the  afternoon  it  is  good.  11.  The  congreffational  prayer- 
meeting  is  fairiy  attended  by  all  classes,  the  district  one  very  wmL  12.  Family 
worship  is  believed  to  be  almost  nniversaL  13.  The  Sabbath  is  very  well 
observed,  abating  the  answer  to  No.  15.  It  is  much  desecrated  in  the  district, 
most  of  the  population  being  Roman  Catholics.     14.  Family  catechising  on 
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Sabbath  morning  is  general  15.  In  the  congregation  many  deep  in  on  Sabbath 
forenoon,  so  that  the  attendance  at  church  is  very  sparse.  There  is  a  number  of 
small  shops  open  on  Sabbath  evening.  16.  The  most  prevailing  sin  is  drunken- 
ness; most  of  those  who  have  lapsed,  or  are  lapsing,  from  membership,  fall 
through  this  sin.  17.  Well  supplied  with  the  Miuionary  Record,  The  duty  of 
giving  is  enforced  from  time  to  time.  18.  The  Sabbath-schools  are  thoroughly 
organised  and  well  attended.  There  are  3  Sabbath-schools  under  the  Session,  or 
2  Sabbath-schools  and  chUdreu's  church ;  in  all,  about  800  children  under  instruc- 
tion. A  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  with  a  roll  of  83,  meets  eveiy 
Sabbath  morning  at  9.45,  for  an  hour  to  study  Scripture.  A  young  men's 
Bible-class  at  5.30  p.m.  conducted  by  a  divinity  student^  with  51  on  the  rolL 
One  young  man  prepares  a  short  paper  on  the  lesson,  and  then  all  the  rest 
discuss  it.  At  the  same  hour  a  youog  women's  Bible-class,  attended  by  97,  is 
oonducted  by  the  minister.  19.  The  Sabbath-school  teachers  meet  for  prayer 
every  Sabbath  morning  at  the  close  of  the  school  hoar.  They  also  meet  mon^y 
for  business,  and  conference  and  preparation  of  lesson.  20.  Yes ;  there  is  a  Dorcas 
Society,  which  has  a  visiting  committee.  The  missiouary  interests  himself  in  the 
young  as  well  as  the  old,  and  the  temperance  society  tries  to  lay  hold  of  parents 
and  children  alike  that  are  careless.  A  Boman  Catholic  couple  was  brought  in 
this  year  through  the  temperance  society.  21.  ChildraCi  Record  well  supplied. 
The  children  contribute  in  all  about  £50  yearly  for  Home  and  Foreign  Missions. 
22.  The  number  is  small;  not  one  family  in  a  hundred  has  a  domestic  servant 
Many  young  people,  of  either  sex,  in  lodgings,  have  situations  in  shops.  They 
are  generally  punctual  in  church  attendance.  24.  Kot  more  than  one  case  yearly, 
generally  drunkenness.* 


Repobt  ok  Buthxrolsn,  Wbtt,  7<A  December  ISSO.— -Deputies,  Bev.  Georox 
WiLSOK,  Glenluce,  James  Balfoub,  Esq.,  W.S.,  Edinburgh. — {Amwen 
to  Aasembly^s  Queries,) 

1.  There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  office-bearers,  13  elders,  and  13  deaoona 
2.  Yes.  3.  Yes.  4.  There  are  three  district  prayer-meetings,  and  the  elder 
presides,  the  missionary  conducting  the  meetings.  5.  Those  who  are  Sabbath- 
school  teachers  visit  the  young.  6.  There  is  a  oongr^ational  missionary, 
who  holds  a  meeting  on  Sabbath  and  Wednesday,  attended  by  abont  120, 
and  several  kitchen  meetings.  There  is  a  Bible-class  on  Thursday  evenmg, 
with  36  pupils.  There  are  about  40  visitors,  30  of  whom  are  tract  distri- 
butors. Nine  persons  were  gathered  in  at  last  Communion.  7.  Among  the 
church  members  it  is  fair ;  apart  from  them  the  district  is  ixreligioas.  8.  Ko ; 
there  was  a  week  of  special  evangelistic  meetings.  9.  The  minister  has  only 
been  about  one  year  in  this  charge.  He  has  many  encouragements.  10.  WeU 
in  the  afternoon,  but  not  in  the  morning.  11.  Fairly.  From  30  to  60  at  the 
weekly  congregational  meeting.  12.  In  a  great  many  families.  13.  Indifferently. 
14.  In  many  families.  15.  Groups  of  young  men  lounge  abont  the  street 
comers,  and  sometimes  play  games.  16.  Drunkenness  is  pretty  common.  Hie 
burgh  is  dotted  over  with  public-houses.  17.  Yes.  Yes.  18.  There  is  no  dis- 
tinctly congregational  Sabbath-schooL  They  are  all  district  sohools,  each  having 
a  superintendent  and  a  staff  of  teachers.  There  are  7  schools,  about  40  teachers ; 
scholars  on  roU,  1059 ;  average  attendance,  881,  these  two  items  indnding  the 
minister's  Bible-class,  with  a  roll  of  101  and  attendance  of  90.  19.  Tea ;  but 
they  do  not  meet  for  prayer  or  preparation  of  the  lessons.  20.  Yes.  Visitation, 
social  meetings,  etc.,  to  bring  them  out.  21.  Yes.  Yes.  22  and  23.  These 
questions  were  not  gone  into ;  the  office-bearers  regarded  them  as  not  applying 
to  their  field  of  work.  24.  Very  few  eases  daring  the  year;  all  of  them  cases 
of  fornication. 

The  time  of  the  deputies  was  limited  by  the  hour  of  the  retnm  railway  train, 
so  that  some  of  the  subjects  were  not  so  fully  considered  as  wss  desirahlei 

*  Tht  ntiBiben  in  this  and  other  reports  refer  to  a  Schedule  of  Queries  with  whidi  tlie  Pepotiee 
wen  Itmished. 
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Aboat  100  of  tlie*ooiigregation  met  in  the  ohnroh  and  were  addreeaed  by  both 
deputies.  Mr.  Gall  hM  been  miniater  here  only  for  about  a  year.  The  enclosed 
annual  report  shovs  that  the  organisation  is  complete  and  in  good  working 
order. 


Report  oh  Bvthxrolxn,  East,  9th  December  IS80,^ Deputy,  Ber.  Gaonos 
Wilson,  Glenluce. — {Angioers  to  Assembly's  Queries,) 

1.  Yes,  8  elders  and  10  elders.  2.  Yes,  8  districts.*  3.  Yes,  quarterly  by  the 
elders,  and  monthly  by  some  of  the  deacons,  who  act  as  collectors,  by  other 
deacons  not.  Some  visit  the  sick.  4.  Not  apart  from  the  missionary.  6.  Yes, 
by  trying  to  get  them  to  the  Sabbath-schooL  6.  A  congregational  student- 
missionary  holds  two  meetings  every  Sabbath,  one  at  11.16  A.M.,  chiefly  for 
children,  another  at  6  P.ic  Every  Monday  he  gives  the  minister  a  list  of 
persons  supposed  to  have  lapsed  from  church  fellowship  that  he  may  visit  them. 
500  copies  of  the  Monthly  VisUor,  headed  <*£ast  Free  Church,''  are  given  away 
by  13  diBtributors.  The  missionary  holds  district  meetinge  during  the  week, 
lliere  is  no  oiganised  congregational  temperance  society,  but  a  printed  pledge 
card  is  used  which  bears  the  name  of  the  congregation.  There  is  no  Band  of 
Hope  this  winter.  7.  The  state  of  religion  in  the  congregation  is  pretty  lively, 
and  a  great  deal  better  than  it  was.  The  general  population  is  very  wild. 
There  are  60  public-houses.  A  large  proportion  of  the  people  are  Boman 
Catholics.  Some  of  the  Orangemen  are  also  very  careless.  8.  No ;  but  there 
have  been  some  individual  cases  of  hopeful  conversion.  9.  Good  encouragement. 
10.  Forenoon  not  so  well,  afternoon  very  good.  A  good  many  work  very  late 
on  Saturday  night.  11.  Every  Thursday  night  the  congregational  meeting  is  well 
attended,  say  26  to  30.  13.  Outwardly  well  by  church-goers,  and  greatly  im- 
proved during  the  last  12  years,  but  not  by  the  general  public.  The  number  of 
Boman  Catholics  tells  against  it^  Not  many  shops  are  open.  One  large  chemi- 
cal work  is  said  to  have  a  large  number  of  people  at  work  every  Sabbath. 
14.  Nothing  definite  reported  as  to  catechising.  16.  See  No.  13.  16.  Drunken- 
ness is  common,  but  not  in  the  congregation.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  shebeening. 
17.  A  good  many  copies  of  the  Record  used.  Not  hitherto  recommended  from 
the  pulpit,  but  the  minister  will  do  so  in  future.  The  collection  recommended 
from  the  pulpit.  18.  Yes.  There  is  a  staff  of  one  superintendent  and  36 
teachers.  There  are  266  scholars,  of  whom  26  are  in  the  mission  sohooL  In  1878 
there  were  9  teachers  and  36  scholars,  in  aU.  19.  Yes,  a  prayer-meeting  after 
school,  and  a  meeting  for  study  on  Sabbath  morning:  20.  See  No.  6.  The 
teachers  also  visit.  21.  A  copy  for  each  family.  A  collecting-box  for  the  *'  Day 
Spring  "  mission-ship,  this  congregation  being  one  of  the  Beformed  Presbyterian 
churches.  22  and  23.  These  questions  do  not  apply  to  this  congregation. 
24.  No  case  of  discipline  has  arisen  since  the  minister  came  in  the  spring  of 
1878. 

In  1878,  31st  January,  70  persons  signed  the  call  to  Mr.  Armstrong.  Since 
that  date  119  have  been  added,  but  of  them  60  have  left  the  place,  leaving  on 
the  roll  at  this  date  139  names.  This  congregation  has  thus  greatly  increased 
as  to  membership.  There  is  a  good  staff  of  earnest  workers,  and  the  congrega- 
tion seems  to  be  in  a  lively  and  healthy  state.  A  d^bt  of  about  £700  proper  in 
their  finance,  bnt  an  effort  is  being  started  to  clear  it  off.  This  is  a  true  Home 
Church. 


BsPORT  ON  Buchanan  Mxmorial  F&kx  Cbubch,  Glasgow. — Deputies^  Bev. 
GsoROB  Wilson,  Glenluce,  and  Jamib  Baltoub,  W.S.,  Edinburgh.  8<4 
December  1880. — {Amwers  to  Assemblies  Queries.) 

1.  Yes,  13  of  each.  2.  Yes.  3.  Yes;  the  elders  visit  quarterly  all  the 
families,  and  the  sick  at  other  times.  Most  of  the  deacons  visit  monthly.  4. 
Yes,  3  kitchen-meetings.    6.  Yes ;  a  tract  by  tiie  minister  was  distributed  and 
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filled  the  schools.  6.  There  is  a  congregational  missionary  who  holds  a  meeting 
every  Sabbath  evening,  and  a  kitchen  meeting  every  Wednesday.  A  Sabbath 
afternoon  meeting  is  held  for  people  in  working  dothea.  A  tract  distribntum 
Association  with  8 1  distributors,  who  cover  the  whole  district  and  circulate  1800 
tracts  every  Sabbath  between  the  two  services.  Each  tract  is  headed  with  the 
name  of  the  church  and  an  invitation  to  all  to  attend  it.  There  is  a  quarterly 
tea-meeting  of  all  the  workers  for  consultation.  7.  In  the  congregation  fair,  and 
much  improved.  The  district  is  very  irreligious.  Many  came  from  the  Salt 
Market  to  inhabit  the  new  houses,  tempted  by  getting  them  free  of  rent  for  the 
first  three  months.  8.  They  have  had  special  meetinge  yearly,  have  always 
wished  for  a  revival,  have  never  had  it  in  tiie  desired  measure,  and  have  never 
wanted  cases  of  hopeful  conversion  and  the  gathering  in  of  those  outside.  The 
open-air  meetings  in  summer  have  been  useful.  Shebeens  and  Sunday  drinking 
are  a  great  hindrance.  The  district  being  just  outside  the  Glasgow  poUoe  bound- 
ary is  invaded  every  Sabbath  by  crowds  of  idlers.  9.  Nothmg  very  speciiL 
10.  Average  attendance  at  church  in  the  forenoon  about  400  and  in  the  afternoon 
about  600.  11.  The  prayer-meetings  are  fairly  well  attended,  in  the  church  from 
60  to  80,  in  the  kitchen  about  20.  The  population  is  almost  entirely  of  the 
labouring  class.  12.  Family  worship  is  believed  to  be  common.  13.  The  Sab- 
bath is  observed  fairly  well  by  the  members  of  the  church.  But  see  No.  8,  last 
part,  for  a  cause  of  disturbance.  A  good  many  shops  are  open,  but  no  public 
works.  14.  An  easy  guide  to  catechising  is  desired  by  some,  as  many  of  those 
gathered  in  never  knew  the  Shorter  Cateohisnu  16.  See  No.  8  and  13.  16.  Sab- 
bath desecration  and  drunkenness.  17.  Yes.  18.  Yes;  An  advanced  Bible- 
class  is  taught  in  the  church  by  the  minister,  his  wife,  and  two  assistants.  There 
are  three  other  schools,  fully  oiganised,  with  470  irapUa.  Ten  of  the  teachers, 
not  office-bearers,  were  present  at  this  part  of  the  conference.  19.  The  teachets 
meet  for  prayer.  20.  Yes,  visitation,  and  see  No.  5.  21.  Yea,  one  copy  is  given 
for  each  family.     22  and  23.  Nothing  special  to  report     24. 

Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Balfour  addr^sed  the  congregation  in  the  church. 

The  very  beautiful  church  is  not  nearly  filled  yet,  but  the  organisation  seems 
very  complete,  and  the  staff  of  evangeliatio  workers  seems  to  be  large  and  earnest. 


Repo&t  on  Wtnd  Church,  Camden  Street,  South  Side,  Qlasgow. — Deputy,  Bev. 
Gboroe  Wilson,  Qlenluce,  IQth  December  1880. — {Annoen  to  AssemhV$ 
Queries,) 

1.  Yes,  5  elders  and  7  deaoons.  2.  Yea.  3.  Quarterly  by  the  elden  and 
monthly  by  the  deacons.  The  sick  are  visited.  Owing  to  the  change  of  locality 
many  of  the  office-bearers  live  at  a  considerable  distance  from  their  districts. 

4.  Yes,  3  meetings  are  conducted  by  the  office-bearers  and  a  student  missionary. 

5.  Yes.  6.  A  student  missionary  holds  a  meeting  in  a  kitchen  on  Sabbath  after- 
noon and  in  the  Hall  at  night.  Open-air  meetings  are  held  on  the  Sabbath  even- 
ing at  which  there  is  merely  singing  in  the  street.  Every  Sabbath  260  tracts 
are  distributed  by  seven  persons.  The  missionary  visits  regularly.  7.  In  the 
church  it  is  believed  there  are  many  truly  godly  people ;  but  of  late  the  apiiitaal 
condition  of  the  church  has  been  less  lively.  In  the  district  it  is  excessively  bad. 
Recently  the  Roman  Catholics  have  increased.  8.  Not  of  late.  9.  The  miniater  is 
always  well  received.  Several  who  had  been  gathered  in  have  relapsed.  10.  Not 
well  in  the  forenoon,  when  only  about  one-third  of  the  congregation  attend,  in  the 
afternoon  about  three-fourths.  1 1.  About  30  at  the  congregational  prayer-meeting. 
The  district  meetinge  are  small ;  but  some  of  the  lapsed  attend  them.  12.  Family 
worship  not  directly  inquired  about  of  late,  but  believed  to  be  general  13.  fi^ 
the  congregation  well,  by  the  district  very  ill.  14.  Family  catechising  is  not 
generaL  16.  The  blast  fomaces  beside  the  Hall  are  busy  on  Sabbatii,  and  maoy 
shops  and  shebeens  are  open.  16.  Drunkenness  prevails,  and  there  are  a  numb^ 
of  houses  of  ill  fame.  17.  Several  copies  of  the  Record  are  circulated,  and  the 
minister  has  made  a  note  of  the  suggestion  to  recommend  it  from  the  pulpit* 
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18.  Yes.  A  saperintendent,  18  or  20  teachers,  above  200  pupils,  most  the 
children  of  those  outside.  The  classes  are  too  large.  19.  A  meeting  for  prayer 
and  study  of  the  lesson  on  Sabbath  morning.  20.  Yes,  the  teachers  visit.  21.  A 
copy  for  each  family.  Mission  boxes,  etc.  22  and  23.  Do  not  apply.  24.  A 
good  many  cases,  chiefly  of  drunkenoess.  There  is  a  temperance  society  and  a 
Band  of  Hope. 

This  mission  congregation  has  a  bistoric  name  in  the  church,  but  Ib  placed  in 
a  very  trying  situation.  There  is  no  church,  only  a  neat  hall  with  a  very  small 
vestry  attached.  The  workers  and  many  of  the  members  still  live  near  the  old 
site  of  the  church.  Most  of  the  population  around  rent  their  houses  from  week 
to  week,  and  are  of  very  migratory  habits.  As  yet  little  impression  has  been 
made  on  the  people  lapsed  from  church  fellowship,  and  none  whatever  on  the 
multitudes  who  have  never  been  in  any  church.  I  did  my  best  to  cheer  and 
encourage  minister,  workers,  and  congregation.  The  attendance  at  the  prayer- 
meeting  is  larger  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  congregation  than  in  the  others 
I  have  visited,  and  this  is  a  hopeful  sign. 

GsNERAL  REMiUKS. — In  every  case  the  deputation  was  received  most  cordially, 
and  the  conferences  with  the  office-bearers  were  frank  and  kindly.  Some  of  the 
questions  put  were  felt  to  be  usefully  suggestive.  In  every  case  there  was  ex- 
pressed a  longing  for  revival  Much  prayer  appears  to  be  made  for  the  outpour- 
ing of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  surely  the  Lord  will  answer  the  prayers  He  teaches 
His  people  to  offer. 

These  five  churches,  with  the  exception  of  Rutherglen  West,  are  all  Home 
Mission  churches  in  their  history,  character,  and  work.  They  appear  to  be  in  a 
healthy  state  and  well  organised.  In  each  case  special  attention  was  called  to 
the  development  of  spirltal  life  eongregaiiondUy.  The  provision  of  buildings  is 
very  complete  except  in  the  Wynd,  where  there  is  only  a  hall,  and  Rutherglen 
East,  where  there  is  only  a  church  as  yet.  The  mission  churches  have  special 
difficulties  to  contend  with.  The  people  are  very  migratory  in  their  habits,  and 
the  difficulty  of  finding  where  they  have  gone  makes  visitation  very  disheartening. 
The  changes  of  residence  are  very  frequent  even  among  the  office-bearers  and 
evangelistic  workers.  The  office-bearers  and  workers  are  almost  all  labourers, 
trades  people,  or  otherwise  engaged  daily  for  very  long  houra.  Many  of  them 
could  not  meet  at  7.30  or  even  at  8  p.m.  On  Saturday  night  some  of  the  office- 
bearers are  engaged  regularly  till  eleven  or  even  twelve  o'clock  at  their  secular 
work.  The  attention  of  the  whole  Christian  community  needs  to  be  seriously 
turned  to  this  subject.  Church  members  and  adherents  who  go  to  Glasgow  from 
country  places  often  do  not  know  where  they  are  to  reside,  as  that  depends  on 
where  they  find  work.  This  makes  it  difficult  for  country  ministers  to  report 
them  to  any  minister  in  the  city. 

Many  who  have  lapsed  from  chorcH  fellowship  are  being  gathered  in,  but  it  is 
my  impression  that  very  few  qf  those  who  have  never  been  conneeUdwUhany  church 
have  ae  yet  been  gathered  m. 

SuoGEsnoH& — Istb  The  time  is  too  short  for  conference  with  office-bearers  and 
an  address  to  the  people  on  one  evening.  A  conference  with  the  whoU  Uaff  of 
Christian  workers  would  be  worth  trying. 

2d.  The  question  of  drunkenness  always  came  up.  Since  the  General  Assembly 
has  recommended  the  formation  of  congregational  Temperance  Societies  and 
Bands  of  Hope,  there  ought  to  be  a  distinct  query  whether  this  has  been  done^ 
and  with  what  results.  At  the  first  meeting  I  addressed,  a  man  and  his  wife  were 
present  who  had  been  Roman  Catholics  but  had  been  brought  into  the  congrega- 
tion in  the  first  instance  through  the  agency  of  the  congregational  Temperance 
Society. 

3d.  Question  3  in  the  printed  list  was  felt  to  be  indistinct.  Does  it  mean  all 
the  families  in  the  district,  or  only  those  connected  with  the  congregation  ?  I 
took  it  in  the  widest  sense ;  but  the  quarterly  visitation  reported  is  in  many  cases 
in  the  narrower  sense.     Question  5  was  also  felt  to  require  some  explanation. 

GEORGE  WILSON,  MinMer  at  Oknluce. 
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The  Deputies  appointed  \>j  the  Qeneral  Assembly,  1880,  in  oonneotion 
with  the  Committide  on  BeligioD  and  Morals,  began  their  Tbitation 
of  the  Glasgow  Prssbytert  on  Monday,  NoYember  29th,  1880. 

The  following  congregations,  namely,  Maodonald  Free  Chnrch,  Ttod,  St 
Andrew's,  Gowcaddens,  St.  Paul's,  Barony,  SighthiU,  St.  John's,  and  Martyr'i, 
were  visited  hy  the  Rev.  James  Innes,  M.A.,  Panbride,  and,  in  place  of  Sheriff 
Campbell,  whose  health  prevented  his  taking  part  in  the  work,  partly  by 
Thomas  Morrison,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Free  Normal  School,  Glasgow,  Alexander  Mnnay, 
Esq.,  C.A.,  Glasgow,  George  Macfarlane,  Esq.,  Glasgow,  Andrew  M.  Kiveo, 
Esq.,  ShetUestone,  and  £.  A.  Stuart  Gray,  Esq.,  Edinburgh. 

The  Deputies  on  each  occasion  met  and  conferred  with  the  Offioe-beareri, 
Sabbath -school  teachers,  and  other  Christian  workers  in  the  several  congrega- 
tions, and  also  addressed  the  members  of  the  congregation  on  the  state  of  religion 
and  various  departments  of  congregational  Christian  activity. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  state  that  on  every  occasion  the  Deputies  were  received 
with  a  cordial  welcome,  and  met  in  conference  with  the  utmost  frankneis  and 
absence  of  all  reserve ;  so  that  everywhere  they  were  greatly  encouraged,  and  had 
good  reason  to  believe  that  their  work,  however  imperfectly  discharged  on  their 
part»  would  not  be  without  some  good  fruit  to  the  glory  of  God  in  the  various 
congregations  visited. 

llie  Deputies  beg  to  submit  the  following  details  of  their  visit  for  the  infonna- 
tion  of  the  General  Assembly :  — 

I.  Macdonald  Free  Crvroh  (Gaelic). — (Rev.  Alexander  Murchison,  Minister). 
— ^This  Congregation  consists  of  about  100  communicants,  and  400  adherents. 
There  are  1 1  elders  and  13  deacons,  who  have  the  congregation  divided  amongst 
them  into  suitable  districts.  District  visitation  and  prayer-meetings,  which  had 
been  partially  interfered  with  by  the  badness  of  the  times  and  other  causes,  were 
now  being  resumed,  and  kitchen-meetingB  for  Bible-reading  and  prayer  in  Gaehc, 
which  had  been  well  attended  in  the  past,  were  to  be  started  afresh.  Owing  to 
the  very  scattered  condition  of  the  congregation,  it  was  not  easy  specially  to 
oversee  the  young,  or  get  them  gathered  together,  but  their  religious  trsining 
was  not  neglected.  Congregational  mission  work  was  almost  impracticable, 
owing  to  the  intensely  Popish  character  of  the  district  surrounding  the  church, 
which  was  felt  to  be  very  unsuitably  situated,  both  for  their  own  members  and 
for  outside  operations.  All  attempts  to  remove  to  a  better  locality  had  been 
hitherto  arrested  by  the  badness  of  the  times. 

The  state  of  religion  in  the  congregation  itself  is,  on  the  whole,  encouraging; 
and,  while  there  has  been  no  special  work  of  revival,  the  church  attendance, 
both  on  Sabbath,  particularly  at  the  Gaelic  forenoon  service,  and  at  the  weekly 
prayer-meeting,  is  good.  While  Sabbath  observance  has  littie  place  in  the 
distiict,  where  nine-tenths  of  the  population  is  Roman  Catholic,  it  is  quite  other- 
wise so  far  as  the  congregation  itsdf  is  concerned,  in  whose  homes  also  it  is 
believed  that  family  worship  universally  prevails.  The  cause  of  missions,  perhaps, 
has  not  been  so  uigentiy  or  frequentiy  pressed  on  the  congregation  as  might 
otherwise  have  been  the  case,  on  account  of  their  straitened  means ;  but  mesns 
have  been  recentiy  adopted  to  supply  their  people  with  the  Miukmarff  Jtecord, 

The  congregation  had  up  till  recentiy  a  flourishing  Sabbath-school  in  connec- 
tion with  their  church,  with  a  superintendent  and  efficient  staff  of  14  teachen, 
and  attended  by  about  120  children,  gathered  chiefly  from  the  district  surround- 
ing the  church ;  but  an  objection  t^en  by  some  of  the  office-bearert  to  the 
singing  of  hymns  in  the  school  had  the  effect  of  breaking  it  up  a  few  months 
ago.    There  is,  however,  now  the  tore  prospect  of  having  it  speedily  revived ; 
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and  as  it  was,  so  it  wiU  be,  fully  supplied  with  the  Ckildren^a  MisaUmary  Record, 
and  the  cause  of  missions  actively  fostered  among  the  young. 

Church  discipline  seldom  requires  to  be  exercised;  and  when  so,  almost 
entirely  with  oases  of  antenuptial  fornication. 

This  congregation  was  visited  by 

JAS.  INNES,  Mmuler. 

THOMAS  MORRISON,  Elder, 

II.  Tbon  Fbxx  Church. — (Rev.  William  Leitch,  Minister.) — ^This  congrega- 
tion consists  of  960  members,  with  a  present  staff  of  22  elders  and  24  deacons, 
and  an  addition  to  the  number  speedily  expected.  The  congregation  is  divided 
into  manageable  districts,  with  an  elder  and  deacon  appointed  to  each,  who  visit 
the  families  from  twice  to  four  times  a  year,  and  attend  to  the  young  as  they  can, 
but  from  the  widely  spread  and  scattered  condition  of  their  members,  find  district 
prayer-meetings  impracticable.  Bnring  the  past  year  the  office-bearers  held  at 
their  own  cost  district  social  meetings  of  the  members  in  each  district,  as  a  relief 
to  their  pastor  in  his  family  visitations,  at  which  new  members  from  other 
churches,  and  adherents,  were  introduced,  and  which  proved  eminently  successful, 
resulting  in  great  benefit  to  the  Sabbath  attendance  at  church,  and  furnishing 
new  and  additional  workers  to  the  congregation.  They  have  been  looking  out 
for  a  distinct  mission  field,  and  meanwhile  deal  with  those  who  have  fallen  from 
charohgoing  habits  as  they  find  opportunity. 

There  has  been  no  speoal  work  of  revival  noticeable  in  the  congregation ;  but 
there  is  an  average  eagerness  to  hear  the  Word,  a  good  attendance  on  the  Lord's 
Day,  and  a  widespread  interest  in  the  various  agencies  and  operations  of  the 
oongregation.  The  minister  has  many  encouragements  in  his  work,  and  has  the 
free  use  of  a  cab  for  his  congregational  work.  The  oongregation  also  kept  well 
together  when  deprived  of  the  use  of  their  church  for  four  months  by  an  injury 
to  the  roof,  and  still  do  so,  although  their  services  are  much  disturbed  by  the 
noise  kept  up  on  the  Lord's  Day  by  the  North  British  Railway  Company's  trains. 

The  attendance  at  the  weekly  prayer-meetings,  say  from  20  to  100,  is  considered 
fair,  as  many  of  the  members  live  at  a  great  distance  from  the  church  ;  and  have 
many  other  meetings  that  occupy  their  evenings.  The  Sabbath  is  generally 
speaking  well  observed  by  the  members  of  the  congregations ;  but  the  office- 
bearers cannot  say  to  what  extent  family  worship  and  catechising  of  the  young 
are  observed  in  their  homes.  They  cannot  speak  of  any  forms  of  sin  as  specially 
prevalent,  but  much  Sabbath  desecration  proceeds  from  railway  working  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  church.  The  oongregation  is  fairly  supplied  with  the  Miuhnary 
Seeord,  and  the  cause  of  missions  occasionally  enforced. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  and  fairly  attended  by 
the  children  of  the  congregation.  At  this  and  the  mission  Sabbath-schools 
together  there  are  about  320  scholars,  and  45  teachers,  who  meet  for  prayer  once 
a  month.  The  Bible-class  numbers  150  young  people  in  attendance,  in  conducting 
which  the  minister  is  assisted  by  elders.  Means  are  used  to  gather  into  the 
schools  children  who  have  no  home  instruction ;  and  they  are  well  supplied  with 
the  Jiiaaumary  Becord, 

The  state  of  discipline  is  generally  healthy — occasional  cases  of  antenuptial 
fornication. 

About  18  office-bearers  and  15  Sabbath-school  teachers  were  present  at  the 
conference. 

This  congregation  was  visited  by  j^g   jj^j^jjg^  ^^^.^^ 

ALEX.  MURRAY,  Elder, 

IIL  St.  Andrsw's  Frxb  Ohubor. — Rev.  John  Isdale,  minister. — ^This  con- 
gregation consists  of  about  360  members,  with  a  sufficient  staff  of  office-bearers, 
numbering  15  elders  and  14  deacons,  among  whom  the  congregation  is  divided 
into  manageable  districts.  The  families  in  these  are  visited  four  times  a  year  by 
the  elders,  and  occasionally  by  the  deacons.  Each  elder  has  a  list  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  every  family  in  his  district,  and  the  young  are  specially  inquired  after. 
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devotional  ezerciaes  are  condnctod  in  the  honaea,  bat  diatrict  prayer-meetings  are 
found  impracticable. 

Evangelistic  meeting  are  held  every  Sabbath  evening,  and  about  250  tracti  are 
distributed  weekly  in  the  houses  of  those  who  have  given  up  charch-going  habita. 
These  meetings  are  attended  by  from  20  to  80,  and  at  a  series  of  special  services 
there  was  about  160  present.  Several  have  through  this  agency  been  restored  to 
church  fellowship. 

While  there  has  been  no  special  revival  of  a  marked  kind  in  the  congregation, 
yet,  generally  apeaking,  there  is  earnest,  orderly  and  regular  waiting  on  church 
ordinancea  ;  while  there  have  also  been  individual  cases  of  awakening  and  con- 
version in  connection  with  evangeliatic  meetings  in  the  city,  and  the  minister  hss 
for  some  years  past  found  much  interesting  work  in  young  oonminnicanta'  rlissfs, 
as  well  as  much  encouragement  in  the  leadinesa  of  offioe-beaiert  and  othera  to  take 
part  in  Christ's  work. 

The  Sabbath  forenoon  attendance  ia  somewhat  diaoouraging,  but  is  putly 
explained  by  the  absence  of  many  who  are  engaged  in  misaion  work  among  the 
young,  specially  that  connected  with  the  Glasgow  Foundry  Boya^  Religiona  Society. 
The  afternoon  attendance  is  good  ;  while  l£e  weekly  prayer-meeting  ia  thinner 
than  it  ought  to  be.  Office-bearers  feel  a  difficulty  in  dealing  with  iLe  questioa 
of  family  worship,  and  can  hardly  say  to  what  extent  it  exista,  or  how  far  family 
catechinng  is  observed,  or  superseded  by  Sabbath-school  instruction.  The  Sabbath 
is  well  observed  congregationally ;  but  the  work  earned  on  at  the  North  British 
Railway  station  on  i^e  Lozd'a  Day  ia  felt  to  be  a  great  nuisance  and  diatnrbaace. 
Intemperance  ia  probably  the  prevailing  ain  in  the  diatrict,  although  there  was 
nothing  calling  for  speciid  remark* 

The  congregation  ia  well  supplied  with  the  MiatUmarp  Becard^  and  the  caass 
of  missions  duly  enforced  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

The  Congregational  Sabbath-school  numbers  70  acholan,  and  8  teachen,  who 
meet  monthly  for  prayer.  It  ia  supplied  with  the  ChUdrm^i  Misnonarjf  Beoordf 
and  has  its  interest  kept  up  in  contributing  to  the  cause  of  missions.  There  is 
also  a  Misaion  Sabbath-school,  kept  up  in  the  Tennant  Street  Branch  of  the 
Glasgow  Foundry  Boys'  Society,  and  attended  by  about  160  acholan.  In  this 
there  are  16  workers,  13  of  whom  belong,  along  with  the  auperintendent,  to 
St.  Andrewa'  Free  Church.  In  connection  with  thia  school,  there  is  a  Penny  Savings 
Bank,  and  a  Singing  dasa  el  86,  which  meets  in  the  week  evenings.  The  congre- 
gation have  also  a  separate  Mission  School  with  160  scholars  and  14  teachers, 
who  gather  in  and  keep  up  the  attendanoe  of  the  ohildren,  by  visiting  them  at 
their  homes. 

There  is  nothing  special  to  remark  in  connection  with  church  discipline,  save 
occasional  cases  of  intemperance  and  antenuptial  fornication. 

The  Deputies  had  a  very  interesting  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  all  of 
whom  were  present,  save  one  who  was  laid  aside  by  illness.  The  Sabbath-achool 
teachers  also  were  largely  present ;  and  there  was  a  large  and  interesting  meet- 
ing of  the  congregation  afterwards. 

This  congregation  was  visited  by  JAa  INNES,  Mtnitier. 

GEO.  MACFARLANE,  Mlder. 
ALEX.  MUBSAT,  Wier. 

rv.  CowcADDXVs  F&n  Chubck. — ^Bev.  Gabriel  Ker,  minister. — ^Thia  oongre* 
gation  numbers  316  communicants,  with  10  elders,  and  21  deaoona,  who  have  all 
their  appointed  distiiotsL  The  elders  visit  the  families  in  their  respective  districts 
four  times  a  year,  and  the  deacons  collect  personally  the  contributions  to  the 
Sustentation  Fund.  The  young  in  the  several  distriots  are  cared  for  by  the  eldeis. 
Kitchen  meetinga  have  been  hdld  up  till  this  winter,  bat  no  other  district  prayer- 
meetings. 

There  ia  a  missionary  connected  with  the  oongregatioii,  who  visits  the  mission 
district,  and  is  assisted  by  office-bearers,  and  lady- visitors  who  distribate  600  or 
700  tracts  at  the  various  houaea.  The  missionary  conducts  a  Sabbath  aftenooB 
service  in  the  misaion  premises  for  people  who  oome  in  their  working  dothes ; 
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and  a  Sabbath  evening  meeting,  which  ia  open  to  all,  and  attended  by  people  from 
the  district.  There  ia  also  a  Wednesday  afternoon  mothers'  meeting,  for  non- 
cburch-goers,  to  which  the  poorest  are  invited,  and  mothers  come  with  their 
children,  and  are  served  with  tea  and  bread.  The  attendance  at  this  last  has 
been  about  50  in  winter,  and  30  in  summer.  Through  these  agencies  a  good 
number  have  been  won  to  church-going  habits,  and  not  a  few  appear  to  have  been 
savingly  turned  to  Christ.  There  is-  also  a  Bible-class  on  Sabbath  evening  for 
young  men,  attended  by  from  25  to  30,  which  has  been  encouraging.  With  it  is 
conjoined  a  Temperance  Society. 

While  there  has  been  no  special  revival  of  Gk>d'a  work  recently,  yet  a  good  deal 
of  earnest  attention  and  real  religion  exist  in  the  congregation,  and  the  minister 
has  much  encouragement  in  bia  pastoral  work.  In  the  forenoon  of  Sabbath  there 
is  a  large  attendance,  the  children  then  being  brought  up  from  their  classes  to  the 
church  service ;  and  there  is  a  fair  assemblage  of  the  members  in  the  afternoons  ; 
while  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  not  so  well  attended  as  it  ought  to  be.  The 
Sabbath  is  well  observed  on  the  whole  by  the  congregation  ;  and  family  worship 
prevails  to  a  considerable  extent,  as  well  as  family  catechising — one  elder  having 
a  class  of  50  infants,  who  are  all  known  to  be  taught  at  home.  There  are  in  the 
surrounding  district  many  shops  open  on  the  Sabbath,  and  drunkenness  prevails. 

The  congregation  is  supplied  with  the  Missionary  Record^  and  the  cause  of 
missions  is  enforced  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

The  Congregational  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  numbering  200  children 
and  20  teachers,  and  has  accommodation  in  three  class-rooms  below  the  church. 
The  teachers  meet  monthly,  and  have  a  paper  read  and  discussed  on  Sabbath- 
school  work.  This  meeting  is  attended  by  members  of  the  senior  Bible-classes 
who  are  in  the  way  to  become  teachers.  There  is  also  a  Tuesday  evening  meet- 
ing, as  an  encouragement  for  the  children  attending  the  Sabbath-school,  when 
there  are  magic-lantern  exhibitions,  etc.,  and  for  which  tickets  can  be  got  only  at 
the  Sabbath-school.  The  children  are  supplied  with  the  ChUdren's  Missionary 
Becordy  and  have  their  missionary  boxes  opened  monthly. 

Cases  of  discipline  are  comparatively  rare,  and  mainly  those  of  antenuptial 
fornication. 

The  Deputies  had  a  very  interesting  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  all  of 
the  elders  being  present,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  deacons. 

This  congregation  was  visited  by  JAS.  INNES,  Minister, 

THOMAS  MOBRISON,  Elder. 

V.  St.  Paul's  Frkb  Chubgh.— Bev.  William  Jeffrey,  minister. — This  oon- 
gregation  consists  pf  244  communicants,  with  a  present  working  staff  of  7  elders 
and  8  deacons,  but  more  desirable.  It  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  the 
families  in  which  are  visited  by  the  elders  at  least  twice  a  year,  and  by  the 
deacons  at  least  once,  when  they  take  to  each  fanuly  a  copy  of  the  Financial 
Statement.  The  young  are  looked  after,  and  are  under  religious  training;  but 
while  there  have  been  district  prayer-meetings  in  tlie  past,  they  are  discontinued 
at  present.  A  congregational  mission  work  is  carried  on  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  church,  and  possesses  a  mission  hall  adjoining  the  church.  The  missionary 
has  had  to  resign  through  bad  health,  but  a  new  one  is  appointed.  His  labours, 
aided  by  tract  distribution  and  the  aid  of  other  workers,  have  been  productive 
of  good  results,  and  of  several  additions  to  the  church.  Past  experience,  how- 
ever, has  not  been  favourable  to  the  carrying  on  of  mission  services  during 
church  hours,  as  it  has  drawn  away  visitors  and  teachers  from  public  worship, 
and  made  a  gap  between  the  two. 

There  has  been  no  specially  marked  work  of  revival,  but  individuals  have  been 
brought  to  Christ,  and  the  state  of  religion  may  be  regarded  as  generally  en- 
couraging. While  the  minister  finds  much  encouragement  in  his  work,  there  ia 
no  little  difficulty  experienced  in  pastoral  work,  owing  to  the  distance  and  wide 
dispersion  of  the  memberSi  The  afternoon  Sabbath  attendance  is  good,  but  not 
so  much  that  of  the  forenoon— the  young  people  especially  being  absent.  The 
we^y  prayer-meeting  is  fairly  attended    The  Sabbath  ia  on  the  whole  weU 
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obflerved  by  the  members ;  but  it  ia  not  known  to  wbat  extent  family  wonhip 
and  catechising  are  kept  up  in  their  homes,  yet  the  young  generally  are  trained 
in  religious  knowledge.  Many  shops  are  open  on  Sabbath  in  the  neighbourhood ; 
there  is  much  drunkenness,  and  lazy  habits^on  the  part  of  many  on  the  Ix>rd'8  Bay. 

Every  family  is  supplied  with  the  Miitskmary  Becord,  and  the  cause  of  misnont 
is  regularly  enforced  from  the  pulpit.  There  is  no  strictly  congregational  Sab- 
bath-school ;  but  there  are  three  Sabbath-schools  connected  with  Uie  congregatioD, 
containing  110  scholars,  with  13  teachers,  who  have  a  regular  monthly  meeting. 
Into  these  neglected  children  are  gathered  by  the  mission  agents  and  tract  dis- 
tributors. The  schools  are  supplied  with  the  Childrm's  Mitdonary  Record^  and 
have  missionary  boxes  for  the  contributions  of  the  children. 

There  has  been  very  little  discipline  needed  in  the  congregation  for  some  time. 
This  congregation  was  visited  by 

JAS.  INNES.  MwUUt. 

THOMAS  MORRISON,  Elder, 

VI.  Baront  Free  Church. — Rev.  George  Davidson,  Minister. — This  con- 
gregation  numbers  920  communicants,  and  has  a  sufficient  working  staff  of  22 
elders  and  28  deacons,  among  whom  the  congregation  is  divided  into  suitable 
districts.  The  elders  visit  their  districts  quart^ly,  and  the  deacons  occasionally, 
but  oftener  in  cases  of  sickness.  In  these  visits  the  children  are  attended  to  as 
weU  as  the  adults. 

The  lapsed  population  in  the  neighbourhood  are  attended  to  by  a  missionary, 
who  is  assisted  by  several  of  the  ^ders  and  deacons,  and  70  tract  distriboton 
Meetings  are  regularly  held  for  these  in  the  open  air  in  summer,  and  have  been 
very  successful,  and  in  winter  in  the  halL  Several  elders  and  young  men 
also  conduct  kitchen  meetings,  where  the  attendance  varies  from  12  to  25 ;  and 
by  these  a  considerable  number  have  been  brought  back  to  church-going  habits 
and  active  service.  District  tea  meetings  have  also  been  tried ;  while  a  carters* 
meeting  has  been  conducted  for  three  years  past  on  the  Sabbath  mornings  during 
the  sununer  months,  and  has  had  an  attendance  varying  from  12  to  45.  Some 
of  these  carters  are  now  members  of  the  congregation,  and  others  have  received 
spiritual  benefit. 

There  has  been  no  special  work  of  revival  recently,  but  church  services  are 
well  attended,  there  is  an  openness  to  receive  instruction,  and  a  great  relish  and 
appreciation  of  the  special  doctrines  of  grace.  The  attendance  on  Sabbath  ap- 
proaches 500  in  the  forenoon  and  1000  in  the  afternoon,  many  being  engaged 
during  the  former  in  the  Foundry  Boys'  and  other  mission  work,  while  not  a  few, 
it  is  feared,  are  absent  through  indolence.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  numbers 
nearly  300,  and  contains  a  fair  representation  of  ail  classes  of  the  congEVgatioiL 
Family  worship,  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  not  very  extensively  practised,  save  on  tbe 
Sabbath  evenings,  when  the  children  also  are  pretty  generally  gathered  together 
for  religious  exercises,  and  more  or  less  of  catechising.  Outward  observanoe  of 
the  Sabbath  is  good  and  general  in  the  congregation,  but  open  shops  and  otber 
city  sins  abound  around.  The  congregation  is  perhaps  not  so  well  supplied  as  it 
should  be  with  the  Misgionary  Becord  (120  copies),  but  the  cause  of  niissions  is 
regularly  enforced. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  having  46  teachers,  and 
a  scholarship  of  412,  including  an  infant  dass  of  80,  of  whom  the  majofily  be- 
long to  the  congregation;  while  almost  all  the  ehildren  in  tiie  oongr^gatioa 
attend  some  Sabbath-schooL  A  good  many  in  the  Sabbath-school  have  been 
brought  to  Christy  and  some  of  them  are  now  teachers.  There  are  also  4  Bible 
classes;  one  numbering  48  males,  a  second  80  females,  a  third  (on  Tuesday 
evening  16,  and  a  fourth  (in  St.  James'  Road)  SO.  The  young  men  have  siso 
their  Sabbatii  morning  meeting,  in  which  they  take  much  interest^  having  a  roll 
of  50,  and  an  average  attendance  of  30.  Two  large  branohes  of  the  Foundry 
Boys'  Association  are  also  wrought  by  41  workers  belonging  to  the  ooogregpskioB, 
the  one  in  R  Ingram  Street  HaU  of  very  sunken  classes,  containing  130  sc^Dlara : 
and  the  other  in  St.  James'  Hall,  200.    Much  intetest  and  attention  haa  been 
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awakened  among  the  young  in  these,  and  each  has  a  Band  of  Hope  nnder  Sab- 
bath-school management,  consisting  in  the  one  case  of  150,  and  in  the  other  of 
120  members. 

There  is  an  ample  supply  of  teachers,  who  meet  together  once  a  week  for 
prayer  and  preparation  of  the  lessons,  and  make  an  annnid  visitation  of  the  whole 
district  surrounding  the  church,  so  that  all  the  children-are  inquired  after.  New 
teachers  are  set  apart  at  the  public  prayer-meeting.  AU  the  schools  are  supplied 
with  the  ChUdreiCt  Missionary  Becord^  and  contribute  regularly  to  missions. 

The  tone  of  morality  has  much  improved,  and  there  have  been  no  cases  of 
discipline  for  several  years — drunkenness  being  privately  dealt  with. 

The  congregation  was  f dt  to  be  in  a  very  healthy  and  vigorous  condition  by 
the  visiting  deputies. 

'  JAS.  INNES,  JkOnw^cr. 

ANDREW  M.  NIVEN,  Blder. 

VII.  Stohthill  Free  Chuboh. — Rev.  George  Hanson,  minister. — This  con- 
gregation numbers  612  communicants,  with  a  present  staff  of  9  elders  and  17 
deacons ;  but  with  a  new  election  in  progress.  It  is  suitably  divided  into  dis- 
tricts, of  which  the  families  are  visited  at  least  four  times  a  year  by  the  elders, 
and  periodically  by  the  deacons,  who  collect  the  Sustentation  Fund  contributions. 
There  are  no  district  prayer-meetings,  as  all  the  people  are  conveniently  situated 
around  the  church. 

The  children  are  well  attended  to,  as  the  forenoon  service  every  Sabbath  is 
specially  devoted  to  the  young,  of  whom  about  230,  apart  from  adults,  are 
regularly  present.  This  plan  has  been  found  very  successful ;  and  many  children 
thus  drawn  to  the  morning  service  are  now  members  of  the  church  and  Sabbath- 
school  teachers,  while  many  parents  also  have  received  good  through  their  chil- 
dren. Office-bearers  are  also  on  the  outlook  for  persons  who  have  fallen  from 
church-going  habits,  and  try  to  bring  them  to  church  or  make  them  known  to 
the  minister  and  missionary. 

There  were  special  revival  meetings  about  a  year  ago,  and  which  had  good 
results ;  and  the  congregation  at  present  seems  interested  and  lively.  45  were 
added  to  the  memberslup  last  quarter.  The  Sabbath  attendance  is  somewhat 
defective  at  the  forenoon  service  as  regards  adults,  about  250 ;  the  afternoon  is 
good,  about  500.  The  forenoon  deficiency  partly  arises  from  the  railway  working 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  partly  from  indolence.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting 
also  is  not  so  well  attended  as  they  would  like  (averaging  50),  many  being  kept 
away  by  late  working  hours.  The  Sabbath  is  well  observed  outwardly  by  the 
congregation,  and  family  worship  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent,  while  parents 
also,  it  is  believed,  generally  examine  their  children  on  what  they  learn  at  the 
Sabbath-schooL  The  Missionary  Beeard  is  not  very  largely  circulated  in  the 
congregation. 

"[nie  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  having  on  the  roll  377 
girls  and  303  boys,  with  an  average  attendance  respectively  of  217  and  174 ; 
while  there  are  23  male  teachers  and  26  female.  There  is  also  a  school  for 
younger  children  in  the  hall,  numbering  70,  with  two  teachers.  The  teachers  meet 
together  weekly  for  prayer  and  preparation  of  the  lessons,  and  the  minister  presides. 

The  congregation  have  a  special  mission  district  in  Cowlairs  Road  and  Qour- 
lay  Street,  where  there  are  many  non-church  goers,  and' is  taken  charge  of  by  a 
catechist  or  missionary  who  conducts  two  services  and  a  Bible-class  on  Sabbath, 
a  prayer-meeting  on  Tuesday,  and  a  class  for  working  men  on  Friday  evening. 
He  is  aided  by  visitors  who  distribute  tracts  in  the  houses.  The  scholars  at  the 
Sabbath-schools  are  well  supplied  with  the  OhUdrm's  Miuionary  Jteeord,  about 
350  being  distributed  every  month.  They  contributed  for  missions  last  year 
£29,  6s.  9d. ;  and  for  the  last  ten  years,  £175.^  The  Band  of  Hope  numbers 
136  members,  and  the  library  275  vols. 

There  is  nothing  noteworthy  in  regard  to  the  state  of  discipline* 

This  congregation  was  visited  by 

JAS.  INNES,  Minister. 
ANDREW  M.  NIVEN,  Blder. 
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VIII.  St.  John's  Free  Chxtrch. — "Rer.  Oeorge  G.  Cameron,  minister.— This 
congregation  numbers  567  communicants,  and  possesses  a  staff  of  22  elders  and 
28  deacons.  It  is  suitably  divided  into  districts,  which  are  visited  at  least 
three  times  a  year  by  the  elders,  and  quarterly  or  monthly  by  the  deacons. 
District  prayer-meetings  tried  at  one  time,  but  failed  owing  to  the  widely 
scattered  residences  of  the  people.  The  elders  have  the  names  of  all  the  young 
people  in  their  several  districts  entered  in  their  books,  and  make  frequent 
inquiries  after  their  religious  training,  but  the  people  are  so  scattered,  that  msoj 
families  where  there  are  children  have  sittings  in  other  congregations,  and  send 
their  children  to  the  Sabbath-schools. 

The  congregation  have  a  Mission  district  Calton,  in  the  east  end  of  the  city, 
and  maintain  a  Missionary  and  a  Bible>woman.  In  the  mission  theie  are  now 
150  members  in  full  communion,  all  gathered  from  the  district,  and  none  being 
admitted  by  church  certificate.  For  these  there  are  services  on  Sabbath 
afternoon  and  evening,  with  a  full  attendance,  and  a  meeting  on  Wednesday 
evening  numbering  from  70  to  80i  The  district  is  divided  into  24  small  dis- 
tricts, which  are  cared  for  by  lady  visitors.  The  Bible-woman  also  visits  and 
reads,  and  has  a  large  mothers'  meeting  every  Tuesday  afternoon,  with  sa 
attendance  of  80,  as  well  as  a  Bible-olass  on  Sabbath-evening  of  80  or  90  youn^ 
women.  There  have  been  always  a  few,  from  4  to  8 — gathered  into  the  mission 
church  at  each  half-yearly  communion.  There  are  also  about  12  lady  visitors 
who  visit  among  the  very  poor  in  the  mission  district,  and  along  with  others 
have  taken  up  a  sewing-class,  where  gamients  are  made,  and  sold  to  the  poor 
at  a  very  low  rate.  There  has  also  a  young  men's  Institate  been  set  up  in  the 
mission  neighbourhood,  to  oocupy  their  evenings  in  an  agreeable  and  inatructire 
way,  and  furnished  with  a  library  and  a  reading-room,  whioh  is  used  with 
great  interest,  and  possesses  between  60  and  70  membenk 

The  congregation  as  a  whole  ia  in  an  active  and  healthy  condition,  and, 
although  nothing  special  in  the  way  of  spiritual  revival  has  been  experienced 
since  Mr.  Moody's  visit  to  Glasgow,  a  series  of  meetings  is  being  carried  on  in 
the  church  by  Major  Whittle,  at  whioh  some  seem  to  have  been  slready  aroused, 
a  Sabbath  morning  meeting  has  been  begun,  and  greater  results  for  good  are 
hoped  for.  Meanwhile  the  minister  has  much  enoouragement  in  visiting  amoog  his 
people.  The  Sabbath  attendance  at  chnrch  is  smaller  in  the  forenoon — a  number 
(some  82)  being  engaged  in  Ghristian  work  in  tiie  east  and,  while  indolence 
operates  with  others.  The  forenoon  attendance  might  be  abont  380,  and  thai 
in  the  afternoon  520.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  has  a  pretty  fair  attendance 
of  about  60.  The  Sabbath  outwardly  ia  well  observed  by  the  oongregatioo, 
and  although  street  cars  now  exist,  they  are  not  used  by  the  members  of  the 
church.  Family  worship  is  believed  to  be  pretty  generally  observed ;  and  while 
the  children  are  taught  in  the  Sabbath-schools,  yet  the  parents  generally  take  sn 
interest  in  the  religions  instraction  of  theit  chUdren,  and  see  to  what  they  sre 
there  taught.  Every  family  is  supplied  with  the  MiuUmary  Rtoord  ;  while  the 
cause  of  missions  is  occasionally  enforced  from  the  pulpit,  as  well  as  by  means  of 
a  special  monthly  Mi8sionary*meeting. 

The  Congregational  SabbathnMshool  is  not  large,  the  people  being  so  acatterad, 
and  their  children  attending  Sabbath-schools  in  their  own  neighbonrhoodL  It  ii 
attended  by  60  or  70  congregational  ehildrsn  who  reside  in  the  district  conti- 
guous to  the  church.  There  is  an  ample  supply  of  teachers,  who  meet  monthly 
for  prayer.  In  the  mission  district,  there  is  I  large  and  20  smaller  Sabbath- 
schools,  modelled  on  Dr.  Chalmera's  territorial  system,  having  a  staff  of  40 
teachers,  and  an  attendance  of  600  scbolars,  all  drawn  from  the  district,  and  at 
least  three-fourths  of  them  from  the  lapsed  classes.  Every  year  there  are  soms 
encouraging  fruits.  The  teachers  all  visit  house  by  house  every  month,  and  dii- 
tribute  the  Monihly  Viator.  The  Band  of  Hope  numbers  abont  400  members  ; 
and  there  ia  a  lai^  Savings'  Bank,  with  from  1100  to  1200  open  acoovoti. 
There  is  also  a  good  Sabbath-sohool  library,  which  is  well  read.  On  Sabbath 
mornings  there  are  three  distinct  services  for  different  sges — the  very  young,  seniors, 
and  adolts,  the  average  attendance  of  all  combined  being  about  SSO,  of  whom 
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about  100  are  adults.  Ten  of  the  present  monitors  were  once  themselves  in  these 
classes.  The  Her.  Mr.  Campbell,  missionary  at  Foimosa^  China,  was  once  a 
teacher  in  these  mission  schools.  The  minister's  Bible-class  (mixed)  has  a  roll  of 
70  scholars.  The  schools  are  not  as  yet  supplied  with  the  Children's  Missionary 
Record,  bat  contribute  about  £30  annually,  and  support  two  pupils  in  the  African 
Mission. 

There  is  nothing  special  to  report  in  connection  with  church  discipline. 
The  deputies  had  a  Tery  interesting  and  profitable  conference  with  the  office- 
bearers and  Christian  workers.  They  have  to  add,  that  while  the  congregational 
singing  is  very  good,  there  is  no  paid  precentor  or  choir.  One  of  the  office- 
bearers leads. 

This  congregation  was  visited  by 

JAS.  INNES,  Minister. 

E.  A.  STUART  GRAY,  Elder. 

IX.  Martyrs'  Frrv  Chttrch. — ^Rev.  Robert  Thornton,  minister. — ^This 
congregation  consists  of  160  communicants,  with  a  somewhat  inadequate  staff 
of  6  elders  and  10  deacons.  There  are  9  districts,  which  are  visited  from  time 
to  time  by  the  elders,  and  at  the  usual  periods  by  the  deacons,  who  collect  the 
contributions  to  the  Sustentation  Fund.  There  are  no  district  prayer-meetings, 
the  members  being  very  scattered;  but  the  young  as  well  as  the  adults  are 
looked  after  by  the  elders. 

There  is  no  organised  mission  work,  but  something  is  done  in  the  way,  and 
some  have  been  reclaimed.  A  conference  of  office-bearers  is  to  be  held  to  con- 
sider the  subject.  There  has  been  no  special  work  of  revival  of  late,  but  there  is 
openness  and  attentiveness  to  and  appreciation  of  the  Word.  There  have  been 
several  discouragements  in  the  way  of  ministerial  work«  The  church  buildings 
were  ruinous,  when  the  present  minister  came  about  three  years  ago,  the  repairs 
of  which  cost  nearly  £1000,  which  has  only  partially  been  defray^  There  has 
been  a  want  of  office-bearers  and  others,  who  were  accustomed  to  any  kind  of 
active  work  ;  and  no  visiting  had  previously  been  done  by  elders  or  others,  but 
all  left  to  the  minister.  An  improvement  however  has  taken  place  since  a  new 
election  of  office-bearers. 

The  attendance  at  church  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory  and  conscientious,  though 
somewhat  defective  in  the  forenoon.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  fairiy  well 
attended,  numbering  from  12  to  25.  The  state  of  family  worship  is  not  well 
known.  A  good  many  observe  it,  but  many,  it  is  feared,  neglect  it ;  so  with 
family  catechising.  The  Sabbath  is  on  the  whole  well  observed  outwardly  in  the 
congregation.  There  are  17  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  circulated  in  the 
congregation;  and  the  cause  of  missions  is  occasionally    enforced  from    the 

pulpit. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  being  organised.  There  are  12  teachers, 
and  90  scholars  ;  the  latter  all  from  the  district,  and  only  a  few  of  them  belong- 
ing to  the  congregation.  The  teachers  meet  together  from  time  to  time,  visit  the 
houses  of  the  district,  and  get  out  the  children.  There  is  a  Sabbath -school 
library.  The  children  are  supplied  with  the  JuvtnUe  Missionary  Record^  and 
contribute  to  missions. 

There  has  been  no  known  or  legitimate  call  for  discipline  for  the  last  three 
years.  The  deputies  conferred  with  8  office-bearers,  and  addressed  45  of  the 
oongrogation.  The  minister  is  much  to  be  sympathised  with  in  the  difficulties 
he  has  had  to  meet ;  but  the  future  is  more  promising,  and  the  office-bearers,  who 
listened  with  great  earnestness  to  the  counselB  of  the  deputies,  promised  to  give 
early  attention  to  the  various  subjects  pressed  on  their  consideration.  As  a  con- 
gregation they  have  many  difficulties  to  contend  with. 

This  congregation  was  visited  by 

JAS.  INKES,  Minister. 

E.  A.  STUART  GRAY,  Elder. 
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HspoBT  on  Trivitt  Ohctbch,  Glasgow,  vinied  by  Rev.  Robbbt  Smith,  Conock, 
and  Mr.  J.  M.  Stminotob,  Elder,  PaUley.    December  6,  1880. 

This  congregation  has  a  full  supply  of  office-bearers,  there  being  18  elders  and 
20  deacons  for  19  districts.  Both  dders  and  deacons  visit  the  members  of  the 
congregation  regularly,  and  the  former  always  once  a  quarter  at  the  stated 
communion  seasons.  A  meeting  of  the  elders  is  held  every  Sabbath  afternoon, 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  the  sick«  By  this  means  not  only  is  the  minister  made 
aware  of  all  cases  of  affliction  among  the  people,  but  also  the  elders  of  the  several 
districts,  each  of  whom  visits  the  families  committed  to  his  special  oversight, 
or  failing  him  from  any  cause,  another  is  appointed  in  his  stead.  As  all  such 
cases  are  reported  to  next  meeting,  a  kind  of  mutual  supervision  is  thus  also 
exercised,  whilst  the  general  effect  is  to  stimulate  to  a  faithful  and  diligent 
discharge  of  this  important  branch  of  the  duties  of  the  eldership.  The  office- 
bearers generally  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  young  of  their  respective  districts, 
and  exhibit  in  every  way  a  spirit  of  marked  cordiality  and  helpfulness  in 
sustaining  and  encouraging  the  labours  of  their  minister. 

In  the  mission  district  assigned  to  the  congregation  two  kitchen  prayer- 
meetings  are  held  with  good  results,  and  the  congregational  prayer-meeting  is 
attended  by  about  60  or  70.  The  chief  means  employed  for  gathering  in  the 
lapsed  are  connected  with  the  working  of  the  mission.  Many  of  this  class  are 
very  poor,  and  having  no  proper  clothes,  are  averse  to  attend  meetings.  Vigorooi 
efforts,  however,  are  made  to  reach  them,  singing  in  the  street  is  resorted  to 
every  Sabbath  evening  for  this  end,  and  in  the  summer  season  open-air 
meetings  are  held  on  Glasgow  Green.  To  prevent  any  who  at  present  wait  on 
divine  ordinances  from  falling  away,  a  watchful  eye  is  kept  on  the  attendance 
at  the  Lord's  table,  and  defaulters  are  at  once  and  diligently  looked  after.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  number  of  non-church-goers  in  the  district  is  somewhat 
diminishing.  Many  Roman  Catholics  reside  in  it,  to  whom  tracts  are  distributed 
every  Sabbath.  These  they  seldom  refuse.  They  are  also  visited  in  trouble. 
These  efforts  have  not  been  without  apparent  fruit.  The  wife  of  a  Roman 
Catholic  applied  for  admission  at  last  Communion,  and  another  was  admitted  on 
the  previous  occasion. 

Special  religious  services  have  been  held  in  the  congregation  from  time  to  time, 
but  though  it  is  believed  that  these  were  accompanied  with  a  blessing,  no 
unusual  movement  of  any  kind  took  place.  Among  the  encouragements  were 
mentioned  the  united  state  of  the  congregation  ;  among  the  discouragements  the 
habit,  which  is  creeping  in,  of  late  rising  on  the  Sabbath  morning.  Tlie  forenoon 
attendance  is  from  250  to  300,  that  of  the  afternoon  600  or  more. 

Family  worship  appears  to  be  generally  well  observed.  When  the  qnestion 
has  been  put  by  the  elders,  or  as  it  always  is  before  the  baptism  of  a  child,  the 
common  answer  received  is — ^Yes.  On  inquiry  being  made  as  to  the  state  of 
domestic  servants,  the  interesting  and  perhaps  unique  fact  was  elicited,  that, 
so  far  as  known,  there  is  no  one  having  this  character  in  any  family  of  the 
congregation,  whose  membership  consists  exclusively  of  the  working  class. 

Dru^enness  is  prevalent  in  the  district,  and  some  peculiar  forms  of  Sabbath 
desecration  are  to  be  met  with,  as  by  harangues  on  secular  subjects  on  the  Green, 
etc. ;  also,  many  shops  are  open. 

The  congregation  is  thoroughly  supplied  with  the  Mi$sUmary  Record^  a  copj 
being  distributed  to  each  family,  and  even  to  each  church  member.  Every  chfld 
attending  the  Sabbath -school  receives  a  copy  of  the  ChUdren*»  Record,  Two 
large  Sabbath-schools,  attended  by  250  childrai,  are  immediately  connected  with 
the  congregation.  Another  conducted  on  the  Foundry  system  is  held  in  the 
district  with  an  attendance  of  80.  The  Bible-classes  have  a  membership  of  120. 
There  is  a  good  supply  of  teachers,  who  meet  together  for  prayer  and  prepara- 
tion. All  these  operations  seem  to  be  carried  out  with  much  eameatsess  and 
healthy  vigour,  and  the  like  may  be  said  of  all  other  departments  of  the  ooi^gre- 
gational  life.    A  spirit  of  hopeftdness  and  activity  prevails  thronghoal 
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After  a  pleasant  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  from  whom  they  received 
a  cordial  welcome,  the  deputies  addremed  a  meeting  of  the  congregation  in  the 
hall  of  the  charch.     The  attendance  on  both  occasions  w»d  large. 

ROBT.  SMITH,  Minister. 

J.  M.  SYMINGTON,  Elder, 

Report  on  Bridgboate  Church,  Glasgow,  visited  by  Rev.  Robert  Smith, 
Gorsock,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Symington,  £lder.  Paisley.    December  7,  1880. 

This  congregation  has  suffered  considerably  during  the  past  two  years,  from 
the  prospect  entertained  by  them,  of  transference  to  ano^er  part  of  the  city. 
This  circumstance  has  necessarily  given  to  all  their  arrangements  more  or 
less  of  an  interim  character,  and  has  seriously  interfered  with  the  accession  of 
new  members.  The  office-bearers  did  not  conceal  their  disappointment  at  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Commission,  but  in  a  most  wise  and  Christian  spirit  they 
have  made  up  their  minds  to  regard  the  judgment  as  final,  and  though  the 
difficulties  they  have  to  contend  with  are  many,  they  have  nobly  and  unanimously 
resolved  to  stand  by  their  devoted  minister,  and  in  the  strength  of  God  to  make 
the  most  of  the  situation.  Where  such  a  spirit  exists,  one  cannot  but  look  hope- 
fully into  the  future. 

There  are  at  present  11  elders  and  10  deacons.  This  is  not  the  full  comple- 
ment, as  the  districts  are  14  in  number,  but  where  there  are  blanks,  the  work  is 
divided  among  them,  and  the  whole  will  now  be  speedily  reorganised,  and  placed 
on  a  right  footing.  The  elders  visit  the  members  of  the  congregation  previous 
to  the  Commission,  and  at  other  times  when  necessary.  The  deacons  visit  on 
special  occasions. 

No  district  prayer-meetings,  presided  over  by  office-bearers,  exist  at  present. 
Such,  however,  were  held  at  Plantation,  where  the  nucleus  of  a  new  congrega- 
tion was  being  formed.  At  the  latter  place,  mainly,  a  missionary  has  been 
employed  for  the  regular  visitation  of  those  who  have  fallen  away  from  choroh- 
going  habits.     He,  however,  will  now  be  transferred. 

The  district  in  which  the  church  stands  is  inhabited  almost  exclusively  by 
Roman  Catholics,  say  five  Roman  Catholics  to  every  one  Protestant.  Intemper- 
ance and  Sabbath  desecration  prevail  to  a  large  extent.  And  scenes  of  disorder 
and  fighting  are  not  uncommon.  These  surroundings,  preventing,  as  they  do, 
free  and  pleasant  access  to  the  church,  especially  at  night,  form  a  serious 
hindrance  to  the  welfare  of  the  congregation.  The  evil  is  aJl  the  more  strongly 
felt^  as  of  its  320  members,  only  25  are  drawn  from  the  district  itself.  The  rest 
come  from  outside,  many  of  tiiem  from  great  distances.  It  is  a  singular  cir- 
cumstance, and  one  not  generally  known,  that  during  the  whole  period  of  the 
history  of  this  congregation,  the  whole  number  of  its  members  resident  in  the 
district  has  never  exceeded  40,  the  exact  figure  being  39. 

The  Sabbath-school  has  suffered  not  a  little  during  the  provisional  position  of 
the  congregation.  At  Plantation  the  teachers  numbered  11,  with  154  children. 
In  the  district  there  are  8  teachers  with  an  attendance  of  60  children.  Efforts 
have  been  made  by  means  of  visitation  to  increase  the  number.  Many  are  drawn 
to  the  Evangelicid  Hall  in  the  neighbourhood,  where  there  is  a  supply  of  food. 
Some  Roman  Catholic  children  attend,  but  irregularly.  Twenty-five  Missionary 
Becords  are  distributed,  besides  fifty  copies  of  other  publications.  There  has  not 
been  much  occasion  for  the  exercise  of  discipline  in  the  congregation.  Intem- 
perance and  the  neglect  of  ordinances  have  formed  the  chief  causes  of  complaint. 

After  conferring  with  the  office-bearers  the  deputies  addressed  a  meeting  of 
the  congregation  in  the  hall,  at  which  the  attendance  was  good,  and  the  apparent 
response  to  the  statements  made,  highly  gratifying. 

This  congregation  has  to  struggle  with  no  ordinary  discouragements,  but  the 
steadfast  resolutioo,  and  cordial  sympathy  with  which  they  have  rallied  round 
their  minister,  encourage  the  hope,  that  they  may  yet  be  reserved  to  acccom- 
plish  in  God's  time  an  important  work  in  a  peculiarly  necessitous  locality. 

ROBT.  SMITH,  MiniBter, 

J.  M.  SYMINGTON,  Elder, 

20  0 
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Report  on  St.  James'  Ghttrch,  Glasgow^,  yisitedbythe  Rev.  Robxet  Smith, 
Corsock,  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Sthinoton,  Elder,  Paisley.     Dectmhir  9, 1880. 

In  this  congregation  there  are  at  present  13  elders  and  18  deacons.  A  very 
efficient  method  has  been  adopted,  and  been  long  in  use,  for  indicating  at  a  glance 
to  each  office-bearer  the  district  of  the  city  assigned  to  his  special  charge.  A 
postal  map  framed  and  varnished  is  suspended  on  the  wall  of  the  session-house, 
with  all  the  districts  clearly  marked  off  and  coloured.  As  the  number  of 
families  connected  with  the  congregation  who  reside  iu  these  localities  is  con- 
stantly changing,  a  new  map,  constructed  on  the  same  principle,  is  substituted 
every  two  or  three  years.  A  printed  list  of  all  the  members  resident  in  each 
district  is  also  kept.  This  arrangement  greatly  facilitates  the  work  of  the 
office-bearers,  and  prevents  any  of  the  members  from  being  overlooked,  amidst 
the  numerous  changes  which  in  the  course  of  time  necessarily  take  place  both 
among  them  and  the  office>bearer8  themselves.  The  elders  visit  all  the  families 
at  Communion  seasons,  and  occasionally  at  other  times.  The  deacons  visit  every 
three  months,  No  district  prayer-meetings  are  presided  over  by  them,  but 
generally  they  take  a  lively  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  young.  The  chief 
means  employed  to  gather  into  the  bouse  of  God  those  who  are  filing  or  have 
fallen  away  from  Christian  ordinances  are  visitation  by  the  elders  and  tract 
distribution. 

Special  religious  services  have  been  held  in  the  congregation  within  the  last 
two  years,  but  beyond  the  encouragement  derived  from  the  evident  marks  of 
earnest  and  attentive  hearing,  no  tangible  results  have  been  observed.  The 
deputies  were  struck  by  the  healthy,  hopeful  tone  of  feeling  which  w^m^  to 
pervade  both  the  office-bearers  and  members  of  the  congregation. 

The  attendance  on  the  Sabbath  servioes  is  somewhat  improving  in  the  forenoon, 
and  in  the  afternoon  is  good,  the  numbers  at  the  two  diets  respectively  being 
about  300,  and  from  450  to  500.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  not  well  attended. 
Family  worship  is  believed  to  be  generally  observed  in  the  families  of  the  con- 
gregation. Nothing  special  has  to  be  noted  as  to  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath 
either  in  its  more  spiritual  form  by  chnrch-members,  or  ootwardly  in  the  district 

The  Sabbath-sohools  are  weU  organised.  Hie  whole  nnmber  of  teachers, 
including  those  who  are  employed  in  the  mission  district,  is  26.  They  meet  for 
prayer.  AU  the  children  are  supplied  with  the  ChUdre$CB  Bdoord^  and  they 
contribute  to  missionary  porposes.  Neglected  children  are  gathered  into  the 
schools  by  visitation. 

The  deputies  received  a  very  hearty  welcome  from  the  offioe-bearers,  and  after 
the  close  of  their  pleasant  ccmf erence,  addressed  a  well-attended  and  attentive 
meeting  of  the  congregation  in  the  halL 

ROBT.  SMITH,  Minitter. 
J.  M.  SYMINGTON,  Elder. 

BxpoKs  on  Stookwbll  Chuboh,  Glasgow,  visited  by  Rev.  Robxbt  Smith, 
Corsock,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  Duncan  M'Pkkbsok,  Elder,  Glasgow.  Deomber 
8, 1880. 

At  the  preliminary  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  from  whom  the  dejmties 
received  a  cordial  welcome,  it  was  ascertained  that  this  congregation  possesses 
at  present  a  staff  of  12  elders  and  20  deacons.  The  number  is  not  complete,  but 
a  new  election  is  contemplated  soon,  to  fill  up  the  vacancies.  It  is  customary 
to  assign  to  each  elder  and  deacon  an  appropriate  district.  The  elders  visit  all 
the  members,  at  least  twice  a  year,  at  the  Communion  seasons,  as  well  as  at 
other  times,  when  sickness  or  like  special  occasion  offers.  The  welfare  of  the 
young  is  carefully  attended  to,  and  a  special  address  of  from  7  to  10  minutes  in 
length  is  directed  to  them  every  Sabbath  morning  by  the  minister. 

There  are  no  district  prayer-meetings,  but  the  attendance  at  the  weekly  con- 
gregational meeting  is  encouraging,  there  having  been,  notwithstanding  the  long 
distances  which  many  must  come,  an  attendance  of  50  or  60  during  the  past 
year.     Complaint  is  made  here,  as  elsewhere,  of  the  growing  tendency  of  a  lax 
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observance  of  the  diet  of  worship  on  the  Sabbath  forenoon,  bat  in  the  afternoon 
there  is  a  fall  congregation  of  about  1000  worshippers. 

One  of  the  chief  hindrances  to  congregational  life  and  work  is  the  widely 
scattered  character  of  th#  congregation.  The  district  immediately  sorronnding 
the  charch  is  to  a  great  extent  occupied  with  wareb oases  and  stores,  and  the 
diminished  population  consists  largely  of  Roman  Catholics.  Only  8  families 
connected  with  the  congregation  reside  in  it.  The  others  are  drawn  from  all 
parts  of  the  city,  and  some  of  tbem  from  such  distances,  that  it  is  hardly  possible 
for  tbem  to  attend  evening  meetings,  or  to  send  their  children  to  the  Sabbath- 
school. 

Whilst  the  Divine  blessing  has  not  been  withheld  from  the  faithful  administra. 
tion  of  public  ordinances,  no  special  movement  of  a  religious  nature  has  taken 
place  in  the  congregation,  or  indeed  in  this  part  of  Glasgow,  since  the  year  1860. 
The  practice  of  family  worship  is  understood  to  be  general,  at  least  on  Sabbath 
mornings  and  evenings.  Lms  is  known  about  it  on  ^e  other  days.  The 
Sabbath-school  is  efficiently  organised  with  a  staff  of  24  teachers,  who  meet 
together  for  prayer,  in  connection  with  their  work.  The  number  of  children  on 
the  Roll  is  160,  which  would  be  much  greater,  but  for  the  reasons  already 
stated.  Nearly  200  copies  of  the  Misrionary  Record  are  distributed  to  members 
of  the  conflfregatioD,  who  subscribe  for  it.  All  collectors  receive  a  copy  gratis. 
To  every  child  a  eopy^of  the  Children's  Record  is  given.  The  duty  of  contributing 
to  missionary  objects  is  duly  enforced  from  time  to  time,  and  in  the  fulfilment 
of  this  duty  the  children  take  a  willing  share.  An  association  exists  in  connec- 
tion with  the  congregation  for  the  distribution  of  tracts.  Nothing  special  has 
to  be  said  of  the  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  in  the  neighbourhood,  except  that 
all  or  most  of  the  shops  belonging  to  Roman  Catholics  are  open  on  that  day. 

After  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  the  deputies  addressed  a  meeting  of 
the  congregation  in  the  hall  of  the  church.  Considering  the  unfavourable  state 
of  the  weather,  the  attendance  was  good,  and  those  present  seemed  interested  in 
the  statements  made  to  them. 

ROBT.  SMITH,  MiniMer, 
J.  D.  M'PHERSON,  Blder. 

Rrport  on  E.  Campbell  St.  Chitboh,  Glasgow,  visited  by  Rev.  Robebt  Smith, 
Corsock  ;  and  Mr.  Matthbw  Fatrlvy,  Elder,  Glasgow.    Deeembtr  10,  1880. 

This  congregation  is  divided  into  18  districts,  to  superintend  which  it  is  pro- 
vided with  a  staff  of  13  elders  and  18  deacons.  The  vacancies  of  the  eldership 
will  be  filled  up  soon.  It  is  customary  for  the  elders  to  visit  all  the  families  of 
the  congregation  regularly  twice  a  year  at  Communion  seasons,  and  occasionally 
at  other  times,  when  cases  of  sickness  or  other  affliction  occur.  The  deacons 
visit  every  month.  By  both  classes  of  office-bearers  an  interest  is  generally 
taken  in  the  welfare  of  the  young.  No  district  prayer-meetings  are  conducted 
by  them.  Three  years  ago  they  made  a  strenuous  effort  by  means  of  visitation 
to  reach  the  families  who  had  settled  in  the  new  houses  built  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  results  were  somewhat  disappointing.  The  state  of  religion  in  the  con- 
gregation was  represented  as  on  the  whole  favourable,  the  spirit  of  unity  and 
peace  specially  prevailing  among  them.  The  attendance  on  the  forenoon  of  the 
Sabbath  was  stated  to  be  small ;  that  of  the  afternoon  averages  about  300.  The 
congregational  prayer-meeting  is  held  monthly,  and  is  thinly  attended.  A  half 
or  three-fourths  of  the  families  of  the  congregation  are  believed  to  maintain 
family  worship.  The  sins  most  prevalent  in  the  district  are  neglect  of  religious 
ordinances,  and  intemT>erance. 

The  circulation  of  the  Miattianary  Record  among  the  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion is  about  100.  The  Sabbath-school  is  supplied  with  a  body  of  14  excellent 
teachers.  There  are  120  children  on  the  roll,  with  an  average  attendance  of  100. 
Complaint  was  made  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  inducements  and  attractions 
held  out  by  the  Foundry  system,  in  drawing  away  children  from  their  own 
proper  pchools.  The  children  contribute  £4  for  missionary  objects.  The 
Children'a  Record  has  not  hitherto  been  distributed  among  them,  but  other 
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pablications  have  been  circulated  largely,  m.  The  Adviser  and  Tlte  Band  of  Hope. 
The  teachers  have  a  meeting  for  prayer  after  their  work  is  completed.  They 
also  visit  the  families  of  the  children,  thus  securing  greater  regularity  of  attend- 
ance, and  increasing  their  influence  over  the  minds  of  bq^h  parents  and  children. 

Few  cases  have  occurred  in  which  the  exercise  of  discipline  has  been  required, 
not  perhaps  7  in  7  years. 

After  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  as  the  time  was  very  limited,  Mr. 
Smith  shortly  addressed  a  small  meeting  of  the  congregation  in  the  hall  of  the 
church,  and  Mr.  Fairley  engaged  in  prayer. 

ROBT.  SMITH,  Minister. 
MATTHEW  FAIRLEY,  Elder, 

Report  by  the  Rev.  John  H.  Fraber,  Rosskeen,  and  Matthew  Fairlet,  Esq., 

Glasgow. 

Argyll  Church,  Gaelic,  9th  December, — Deputies  met  the  minister,  Rev. 
George  L.  Campbell,  and  elders  and  deacons,  of  whom  there  were  present  14  elden 
and  19  deacons,  and  had  conference  with  them  from  7  to  8  P.ir.    Ascertained  that 
the  congregation  is  sufficiently  supplied  with  office-bearers,  that  these  have  the 
congregation  divided  among  them  into  suitable  districts,  and  that  they  visit 
the  families  from  time  to  time.     This,  like  the  other  Gaelic  congregations  in 
Glasgow,  labours  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  its  members  and  adkerents 
scattered  over  the  greater  part  of  the  city.     There  are  at  present  four  prayer- 
meetings  connected  with  the  congregation  fairly  attended.    Some  efforts  have 
been  made  to  gather  to  the  house  of  Qod  those  that  had  been  remiss  in  attend- 
anoe  on  ordinances.      Evangelistic  meetings  were  held  during  the   last  tea 
winters,  when  there  seemed  to  be  a  deeper  interest  felt  in  spiritual  things. 
Divine  ordinances  are,  upon  the  whole,  well  attended.     It  is  believed  that  family 
worship  was  very  generally  observed  by  members  of  the  oongregatioii,  and  that 
family  catechising  exists  to  some  extent.     The  Missionary  Record  is  oircnlated, 
but  not  largely.     The  Sabbath -school  is  well  organised,  with  an  average  attend- 
anoe  of  200 ;    the  teachers  meet  for  prayer  and  preparation  of  the  leasoDi. 
Special  efforts  are  made,  by  visitation,  to  gather  in  ^e  children  who  do  not 
attend.    The  children  are  well  supplied  with  Records,    The  state  of  diadpUDe 
in  the  congregation  does  not  indicate  anything  in  the  way  of  scandalous  sins. 
Cases  of  discipline  are  rare.     After  conferring  with  the  minister  and  office- 
bearers, the  deputies  addressed  a  large  meeting  in  the  hall  on  personal  asd 
family  religion,  and  the  exhortations  given  seemed  to  be  received  with  interest 
and  impression. 

JOHN  H.  ERASER 
MATTHEW  FAIRLEY. 


AsssMBLT  Deputations.     Presbttbrt  of  Olasoow. 

Report  by  Rev.  John  H.  Eraser,  Rosskeen,  and  Dr.  Donald 

Morrison,  Rector,  Glasgow  Academy. 

Duke  Street  Gaelic  GHimcH,  *Jth  December, — Met  with  the  minister  and 
office-bearers  at  7.30,  and  with  the  congregation  at  8. 15  P.ir.  This  congregatioB  ii 
well  supplied  with  office-bearers.  It  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  each  being 
under  the  charge  of  its  own  office-bearer.  The  office-bearers  visit  their  districU 
as  frequently  as  they  can ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  greater  number  of  tbem 
being  engaged  during  the  day  at  their  respective  occupations,  and  the  scattered 
nature  of  ^s  as  well  as  of  all  Gaelic  congregations  in  large  cities,  they  find  this 
part  of  their  duty  more  difficult,  and  can  only  devote  evenings  to  it.  From  the 
same  causes  there  is  a  difficulty  in  forming  and  keeping  up  district  prayer- 
meetings,  but  there  is  a  well-attended  congregational  one.     There  is  no  regular 


Q.  STAtl  or  BBUaiON  AND  MORALS.  37 

lUMth-scihool  ooBiieeied  with  the  oongregation  :  this  arises  from  families  of  the 
^^regmtion  being  dispened  over  every  district  of  Glasgow,  and  having  no  hall 
which  to  inaet.  The  chorch  is  crowded  every  Sabbath,  especially  in  the 
hif^***^  and  erening;  the  latter  services  largely  attende<i  by  the  young.  The 
hnfeer  iiumVi  hopefully  of  the  state  of  rdigion  in  the  congregation.  There 
■  been  no  special  revival,  but  under  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  there  is  much 


Family  'woisliip  is  pretty  well  maintained  by  members  of  the  congregation, 
4  not  a  few  of  the  families  are  known  to  catechise  their  children  on  the  Lord's 
ij.     Caaes  of  discipline  are  rare. 

Both  depatiet  addressed  the  congregational  meeting,  which  was  fairly  attended, 
d  showed  atgna  of  attention  and  special  interest.  The  addresses  bore  on 
life  in  the  individual,  the  family,  and  the  Church. 


HoFB  SnKKT  Gaeuc  Chubch,  Sth  December. — Met  M-ith  the  mimster  and 
rers,  19  elders,  and  20  deacons,  at  7.30,  and  with  the  congregation  in  the 
hail  oMinected  with  the  church  at  8.20  p.m.     This  congregation  is  sufficiently 
with  office-bearers,  and  is  divided  into  districts,  each  of  which  is  under 
ge  of  an  elder  and  a  deacon.     The  elders  visit  the  families  twice  a  year, 
mA  oeeasionally  the  sick.     There  is  no  district  prayer-meeting,  but  there  are 
PB  weekly  congregational  prayer-meetings  well  attended  by  all  classes.     The 
Poe-bearera  generally  interest  themselves  in  the  young.     Though  there  be  no 
■Mial  revival,  fruit  is  being  gathered  through  the  onlinary  means  of  grace,  and 
MVS  are  not  a  few  tokens  encouraging  the  hearts  of  minister  and  office-bearers. 
Jim  attendance  on  the  Sabbath  service  is  good  :  it  was  remarked,  however,  that 
ha  attendance  in  the  forenoon — Gaelic — was  not  what  should   be  ex])ected. 
ly  worship  is  sup|K>sed  to  be  generally  observed.     The  duty  of  contributing 
use  of  missions  is  duly  enforced,  and  120  copies  of  the  Mi^ionary  Record 
monthly  distributed    in  the  congregation.      The  Sabbath-school    is   well 
liaed,  with  an  average  attendance  of  200,  and  2  of  the  elders  and  3  of  the 
take  part  in  the  work.     Each  child  receives  a  copy  of  the  Childrfn's 
One  disadvantage  this  congregation  labours  under,  \'iz. : — the  distance 
i|  the  chnrch  for  the  greater  number  of  the  families  of  the  congregation,  and  the 
■ftealty  of  getting  suitable  teachers.     Cases  of  discipline  are  few.     After  an 
htiniit  ing  conference  with  the  minister  and  office-bearers,  the  deputies  addressed 
h  htfge  meeting  of  the  congregation  on  Christian  life  and  the  duty  of  always 
■honnding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord. 

JOHN  H.  FRASER. 

D.  MORRISON. 


Broomielaw  Congregation.     Visitors,  Rev.  Wm.  Scrymgeour  and 

Mr.  Gilbert  Beitii. 

We  met  with  the  office-bearers  of  this  congregation,  and  then  ad<lre88ed  a 
Heeting  of  the  congregation  on  Thursday,  9th  December. 

The  membership  of  the  congregation  is  at  present  153.     It  stood  at  one  time 
M  high  aa  450.     This  diminution  is  accounted  for  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
didrict  in  which  the  church  is  situated  ;   the  population  having  been  greatly 
l^dneed  in  numbers  and  deteriorated  in  quality.     The  bulk  of  the  people  resident 
^  the  district  are  now  non-church -going  and  irreligious.  14.- 

There  are  5  elders  and  7  deacons.     But  there  is  soon  to  be  an  elation  of 
lOditioDnl  office-bearers.     The  congregation  is  divided  into  manageable  distncta 
fc^  the  elders  visit  twice  a  year.     Both  the  congregation  and  the  temtonnl 
Ufltricta  attached  to  the  church  are  assiduously  visited  by  ***«  ^^^J!^^- 

The  tpiritaal  state  of  the  congregation  is  represented  by  the  office-bearers  as 
>^  ihe  whole  satisfactory.     Family  worship  is  generally  observed,     lliero   has 
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been  do  case  of  discipline  before  the  kirk-session  for  two  years.    The  attendance 
on  Sabbath  forenoons  is  about  70,  in  the  afternoon  about  200. 

There  is  no  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting ;  but  there  are  12  district 
meetings  regularly  held,  well  attended,  and  presided  over  by  competent  persons. 
The  MUiionary  Record  is  not  largely  circulated,  but  the  subject  of  missions  is 
occasionally  adverted  to. 

The  sins  most  prevalent  in  the  district  are  intemperance  and  indifference  to 
divine  truth.     There  is  no  open  Sabbath  profanation. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  attended  by  98  children,  under  the  charge 
of  14  teachers.  The  ChildreiCa  Record  is  to  some  extent  distributed ;  and  the 
contributions  to  missionary  objects  amount  to  about  £4  a  year.  The  teachers 
meet  once  a  fortnight  for  study  of  the  lessons.  The  minister,  oflGlce-bearers,  snd 
teachers  seek  to  induce  the  children  of  the  district  to  attend  the  Sabbath-schooL 

The  result  of  our  meeting  with  the  office-bearers  and  congregations  was  to 
convince  us  that,  amid  circumstances  of  great  discouragement,  a  good  work  is 
being  carried  on,  both  in  and  by  this  congregation.  There  has  been  no  specisl 
season  of  religious  awakening  in  its  history.  But  evidence  has  been  fumiahed 
from  time  to  time  that  the  use  of  the  ordinary  means  has  been  accompanied  with 
the  Divine  blessing. 


Frxb  St.  Petisb's,  December  8th,  1880.    Deputies,  Rev.  John  M.  Sloan 
Glasgow,  and  Gilbebt  Beith,  £sq.,  BallocUneck. 

At  7  o'clock  the  deputies  conferred  with  the  minister  and  office-bearers,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  whom  were  present.  The  general  state  of  the  congregation 
was  reported  to  be  satisfactory  and  hopefuL  The  present  minister  has  been 
settled  in  the  congregation  for  only  nine  months,  and  the  vacancy  prior  to  his 
settlement  had  been  unusually  protracted,  during  which  time  the  congregation 
sustained  serious  losses. 

Now,  however,  there  is  manifest  a  decided  forward  movement,  and  all  are  in  good 
heart.  There  is  a  sufficient  staff  of  office-bearers  (14  elders  and  15  deacons). 
The  congregation  is  properly  divided  into  districts;  the  elders  viaiting  their 
districts  four  times  a  year,  and  the  deacons  twice.  Attendance  on  the  means  of 
grace  on  Sabbath  and  at  the  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  encouraging 
and  satisfactory ;  and  this,  along  with  the  results  of  pastoral  visitation,  convey  a 
hopeful^  impression  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the  congregation  generally.  No 
special  work  of  grace  can  be  noted,  though  in  1874  this  congregation,  like  many 
others  in  the  city,  experienced  times  of  refreshing.  Family  worship  ia  believed 
to  be  pretty  general     No  cases  of  discipline  have  arisen  for  a  length  of  time. 

As  regards  interest  in  missions,  every  family  gets  a  copy  of  the  MotUhly  Eecord, 
and  the  cause  of  missions  is  brought  forward  once  a  month  at  the  prayer-meeting. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  well  attended,  and  there  ia  a  yonng 
women's  cIms  conducted  by  one  of  the  elders,  with  an  attendance  of  about  150. 
The  benefits  of  this  class  can  hardly  be  over-estimated.  The  young  men  have  a 
Sabbath  morning  prayer-meeting,  and  during  the  week  they  have  a  junior  and 
senior  literary  society.  There  is  a  BiUe-class  for  them  also,  on  Sabbath  evenings, 
attended  by  about  25. 

As  to  district  or  mission  work,  a  Bible-woman  is  engaged  to  labour  in  the 
district ;  and  there  is  a  mothers'  meeting  carried  on  in  it  which  is  conducted  by 
the  ladies  of  the  congregation.  Tract  distribution  is  attended  to  also,  and  a 
system  of  visitation  from  house  to  house  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  church,  for 
the  gathering  in  of  non  church-goers  into  the  house  of  God.  There  are  three 
district  Sabbath-schools  with  30  teachers  and  180  scholars ;  and  two  Foundry- 
boys'  Societies  with  40  workers  from  the  congregation,  and  an  attendance  of 
about  155  in  all. 

In  addition  to  an  admirable  church,  this  congregation  has  the  advantage  of 
ample  accommodation  otherwise,  e,g.  halls  for  prayer-meetings,  Sabbath-school, 
and  Bible-classes. 
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After  an  hour's  conference  with  minister  and  office-bearers,  the  deputies  met 
with  the  congregation  and  found  a  large  company  assembled  in  a  spacious  hall. 
They  felt  it  to  be  a  privilege  to  worship  with,  and  address  a  company  at  oDce  so 
hearty  and  numerous.  They  could  not  but  anticipate  a  most  useful  aod  success- 
ful future  for  a  congregation,  at  once  with  such  traditions  as  Stk  Peter's  has  to 
stimulate  it,  and  with  such  manifest  reliance  on  the  grace  that  alone  gives  success, 
and  such  a  seal  for  the^fuU  occupancy  of  all  openings  of  usefulness  set  before  them. 


St.  David's,  Glasgow — ^Rev.  J.  Burnet.    Visited  by  Bev.  C.  G.  M'Crib 
-    and  Mb.  David  Dickson,  2dth  November  1880. 

Congregation  is  divided  into  11  districts,  there  being  7  elders  and  10  deacons  ; 
the  number  considered  sufficient;  310  members,  residing  in  many  different 
localities.  Attendance  at  church  iJways  better  in  afternoon  ;  office-bearers  visit 
members  regularly  as  a  rule,  and  are  welcomed.  Parents  in  most  cases  person- 
ally instruct  their  children,  and  family  worship  is  believed  to  be  generally  obiserved. 
The  Misaionary  Beeord,  and  also  Children's  Hecord,  fully  distributed  gratis. 
District  around  church  not  requiring  missionary  agency ;  two  Sabbath-schools, 
both  held  in  the  evening ;  average  in  aU,  120.  Well  supplied  with  teachers,  who 
meet  for  prayer  once  a  month,  but  not  for  preparation  of  lessons.  Bible-class  of 
120  taught  by  minister ;  text-book  this  winter.  Life  of  David,  by  Blaikie.  Ser- 
vants attend  church  regularly.  Three  communions  annually.  Elders  personally 
deUver  communion  cards. 

No  special  evidence  of  late  of  spiritual  revival,  though  longed  for  and  prayed 
for.  Many  members  engaged  in  Foundry  Boys'  work.  No  case  of  discipline 
during  last  three  years.     Minister  visits  all  the  members  once  a  year. 

Present  at  meeting  with  congregation,  about  150.  G.  O.  M*OB.IE. 

DAVID  DICKSON. 


Fber  St.  Enoch's,  Glasgow — Brv.  A.  Melyillb.    Visited  by  Bbt.  J.  H. 
Wilson  and  Mb.  David  Dickson,  SOtk  November  1880. 

Congregation  of  320  members ;  dirided  into  11  districts ;  with  10  elders  and 
5  deacons ;  elders  deliver  communion  cards  personally.  No  spiritual  movement 
apparent  of  late.  A  missionary  visits  the  neighbourhood,  and  holds  meetings  on 
Sabbath  evening.  There  is  an  agency  for  tract  distribution  in  the  locality  by 
ladies.  Weekly  congregational  meeting;  average  attendance  about  20. 
Family  worship  and  family  instruction  believed  to  be  generaL  Missionary  and 
Chiidren's  Record  fully  distributed.  Minister  has  a  Bible-dass  of  25  ;  Sabbath- 
school  attendance  220,  with  sufficient  staff  of  teachers.  Servants  attend  church 
regularly.     Few  cases  of  discipline. 

Attendance  at  meeting  of  congregation  about  80. 

J.  H.  WILSON. 

DAVID  DICKSON. 


Benfibld  Church — Rbv.  Dr.  Marcus  Dods.    Visited  by  Rev.  J.  H. 
Wilson  and  Mr.  David  Dickson,  \bt  December  1880. 

Nomber  of  members  684 ;  congregation  divided  into  21  districts  ;  26  elders 
27  deacons.  Communion  in  January,  April,  and  October.  Elders  visit  with 
cards  twice  a  year,  taking  the  names  of  the  young  people.  About  16  young 
communicants  annually.  Nothing  special  to  report  as  to  state  of  religion. 
Attendance  on  ordinances  very  full  in  forenoon ;  much  less  in  afternoon. 
Adopted  forenoon  and  evening  service  for  a  time,  but  latter  given  up, 
returning    to    afternoon.     Congregation    scattered    over    the    city.     Weekly 
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congregational  prayer-meeting  attended  by  average  of  100.  Family  worship  and 
instruction  believed  to  be  general.  MisHonary  and  Children'a  Record  fally 
distributed.  Congregational  Sabbath-school  of  30 ;  the  number  reduced  by  ooe- 
half,  owing  to  change  in  hours  of  service.  Large  number  of  young  men  connected 
with  the  congregation  who  have  a  Fellowship  and  a  Literary  Association  ;  also 
working  in  connection  with  a  successful  mission  at  Fossil  Park,  which  is  supplied 
with  a  large  staff  of  male  and  female  workers  from  Renfield,  who  conduct 
Sabbath-schools,  kitchen  prayer-meetings,  mothers*  meetings,  etc. 

The  congregation  is  well  organised,  and  the  various  departments  of  congregational 
and  mission  work  seem  to  be  well  arranged  and  efficiently  conducted.  The 
territorial  charge  at  Fossil  Park,  which  was  originated  and  is  maintained  by 
Renfield  congregation,  appears  to  be  quite  a  model.  The  members  have  thrown 
themselves  into  this  work  with  great  heartiness  and  vigour,  under  the  able 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Henry  Drummond,  and  the  results  have  been  of  the 
most  gratifving  kind. 

About  120  present  at  meeting  with  congregation,  and  a  large  representation 
of  office-bearers  and  other  workers  at  the  previous  meeting. 

J.  H.  WILSON. 

DAVID  DICKSON. 


St.  Georqb's,  Glasgow — Rev.  G.  W.  Thomson.   Visited  by  Rev.  G.  D. 
Low,  and  Mr.  David  Dickson,  2d  December  1880. 

Membership  460,  in  14  districts;  18  elders,  14  deacons,  both  to  be  soon  in- 
creased in  number.  Families  regularly  visited  by  office-bearers.  No  district 
prayer-meetings,  but  in  connection  with  the  Mission  there  are  several  kitchen- 
meetings  conducted  by  office-bearers.  Three  communions  yearly.  Elders  and 
deacons  visit  their  people.  Several  office-bearers  are  connected  with  Sabbath- 
school  and  other  work,  but  no  special  means  for  influencing  the  young  in  the  several 
districts.  Mission  at  Oakbank  carried  on  by  missionary  and  workers  connected 
with  St  George's.  In  the  opinion  of  the  office-bearers,  while  there  is  much 
reality  in  the  Christian  profession  of  the  members,  it  cannot  be  said  that  spiritual 
life  is  vigorous.  Gases  of  conversion  occur  from  time  to  time,  but  a  spiritual 
quickening  much  longed  for.  One  cause  of  discouragement  is  the  too  large 
number  of  Free  Ghurches  in  that  part  of  Glasgow — ^too  many  for  the  popula- 
tion. Ordinances  fairly  well  attended ;  as  in  other  congr^ations  the  long  absence 
in  summer  and  autumn  of  members  is  injurious.  Attendance  at  weekly  con- 
gregational prayer-meeting  about  120.  Family  worship  and  catechising  be- 
lieved to  be  general,  also  Sabbath  observance.  Mistkmaary  Record  supplied  to 
every  household,  and  missionary  effort  advocated  from  the  pulpitw  Congr^* 
tional  Sabbath-school  well  organised  and  attended,  with  an  excellent  staff  of 
teachers.  In  connection  with  the  Mission-school,  teachers  have  meetings  for 
prayer,  and  carry  on  household  visitation.  ChUdren^a  Record  supplied.  Cases  of 
discipline  very  rare. 

Present  at  meeting  with  congregation,  about  150. 

GEORGE  D.  LOW. 

DAVID  DICKSON. 

West  Church,  Glasgow — Rev.  J.  F.  Ewmo.     Visited  by  Rev.  6.  D. 
Low,  and  Mr.  David  Dickson,  3d  December  1880. 

Congregation  of  450  members ;  14  districts ;  13  elders,  15  deacons ;  oonaidered 
sufficient  in  numbers.  Three  communions  annually.  Elders  visit  personally 
with  cards,  and  take  an  interest  in  the  young.  Weekly  congregational  prayer- 
meeting,  attended  by  50  to  60,  but  no  hall  for  it  Nothing  special  as  to  state  of 
religion.  Young  communicants  encouraging  both  as  to  number  and  intelligence. 
Minister  heartily  welcomed  by  members  when  he  visits,  usually  in  the  even* 
ings.     Discouraged  by  the  number  of  adjacent  churches.    Best  attendance  at  after- 
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noon  service.  Memben  are  chiefly  of  middle  and  working  cluses.  Family 
worship  and  family  instraction  believed  to  be  generaL  Missionary  and  Ch%ldrtn\ 
Record  distributed,  and  Missions  advocated  from  pulpit.  FellowBhij)  Association 
and  Literary  Association  for  young  men.  When  requests  for  teachers  made, 
twice  aff  many  offered  as  wanted.  A  good  many  servants  in  congregation. 
Very  few  cases  of  discipline  occur.     Good  meetings  of  workers. 

Keppoch  Hill  Mission  carried  on  by  congregation,  where  there  are  90  members, 
and  a  congregation  of  120;  Children's  Church  of  180.  Sabbath-schools  still 
larger ;  visitation  carried  on  by  members  of  Free  West  Church. 

About  100  present  at  meeting  with  congregation. 

GEORGE  D.  LOW. 

DAVID  DICKSON. 


FiMNiESTON  Church,  Glasgow — Rev.  Dr.  A.  A.  Bonar.     Visited  by 
Brv.  C.  G.  M'Crib  and  Mr.  Datid  Dickson,  6th  December  1880. 

Congregation  of  957  members ;  20  districts,  superintended  by  19  elders  and 
22  deacons.  Both  visit  their  districts,  the  elders  most  regularly ;  the  elders  with 
communion  cards,  many  of  them  four  times  a  year.  They  fdso,  when  required,  visit 
at  other  times,  and  each  makes  a  periodical  report  to  the  Session  about  his  district. 
Much  interest  taken  by  them  in  young  people.  Several  district  prayer-meetings, 
and  the  weekly  congregational  meeting  has  an  attendance  from  120  to  150. 
Considerable  encouragement  as  to  spritual  progress  from  the  number  of  young 
communicants  and  cases  of  apparent  conversion  among  them,  and  as  the  fruit 
of  work  carried  on  in  Finnieston,  which  is  the  congregation's  missionarjp  district. 
Church  attendance  better  in  the  afternoon  than  tiie  forenoon.  Family  worship 
and  family  instruction  believed  to  be  pretty  generally  observed.  Missionary  and 
Children's  Record  fully  distributed.  There  are  three  district  Sabbath>schools 
and  one  congregational ;  in  all,  720  children  on  rolL  The  teachers  diligent  and 
earnest.  There  is  a  weekly  meeting  for  prayer  and  study  of  lessons.  Children 
annually  collect  for  Missions  about  £30.  Few  cases  of  discipline  lately,  and 
these  chiefly  of  persons  who  have  been  carried  away  by  strong  drink.' 

Special  services  are  held  occasionally,  which  have  been  much  blessed.  Much 
prayerful  earnestness  apparent  in  the  congregation,  and  much  work  being  done 
in  congregation  and  district. 

About  200  present  at  the  meeting  with  congregation. 

C.  G.  M*CRIE. 

DAVID  DICKSON. 


Free  St.  Mark's,  Glasgow — Rev.  W.  H.  Gualter.  Visited  by  Rev.  J.  C. 
Burns  and  Mr.  David  Dickson,  lih  December  1880. 

Number  on  roll,  808  ;  22  districts,  23  elders,  and  24  deacons ;  sufficient  in  number ; 
very  thoroughly  organised.  Elders  visit  personally  with  cards,  and  take  names 
of  idl  adherents  and  children,  with  their  ages  and  class  attendance.  Great  pains 
taken  as  to  young  people,  by  correct  lists  and  visitation..  Separate  and  complete 
roll  kept  of  the  children  of  the  church.  Monthly  sermon  to  young  on  the  Sabbath 
when  baptismal  service  is  conducted.  Mission  work  is  carried  on  in  the  district 
around  church  by  visitation  and  tract  distribution.  Missionary  employed  by 
congregation,  who  has  a  Children's  Church  ;  200  on  roll,  with  24  helpers ;  also  an 
evening  meeting  attended  by  about  80.  Meeting  on  a  week  evening  of  40.  No 
special  tokens  lately  of  new  spiritual  life,  though  much  satisfaction  with  young 
communicants.  Sabbath  afternoon  attendance  much  larger  than  forenoon, 
— nearly  800  ;  half-day  hearing  too  common.  Missionary  and  Children's  Record 
fully  distributed.  Family  worship  not  knovm  to  be  general,  though  one  of  the 
elders  was  agreeably  surprised  to  find  in  his  district  that  it  was  more  so  than 
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he  had  sapposed.  Family  inatraction  believed  to  be  fairly  observed.  Shorter 
Gatechiam  not  bo  much  taught  in  families  as  formerly;  parents  leaning  on  the  Sab- 
bath-schooL  Congregational  Sabbath-sohool  well  attended,  and  foor  classes  taught 
by  elders  in  separate  rooms  ;  two  for  young  men  and  two  for  young  women ;  these 
being  gradually  transferred  to  minister's  class.  Young  Men's  Association  of  60. 
Rolls  of  members,  adherents,  and  children  kept  with  remarkable  care,  peculiarly 
interesting  to  the  visitors.  Office-bearers  very  earnest  and  hopefuL  Several  office- 
bearers and  workers  meet  to  pray  for  revival  Congregational  weekly  prayer- 
meeting  of  from  100  to  130. 

Meeting  with  congregation  attended  by  about  150.        JAMES  C   BURKS 

DAVID  DICKSON.' 


College  Church,  Glasgow — ^Rev.  George  Bbith.    Visited  by  Riv. 
J.  C.  Burns  and  Mr.  Dayis  Dioksom,  Sth  December  1880. 

Members,  406  ;  congregation  divided  into  11  districts  ;  15  elders,  13  deacons. 
Elders  visit  members  with  cards  before  each  of  the  three  oommanions.  Deacons 
as  a  rule  viut  the  people  twice  a  year.  No  district  prayer-meetings.  WeeUy 
congregational  prayer-meeting  attended  by  70  to  80.  Elders  take  an  interest  in 
children  in  their  districts ;  60  attend  congregational  school,  which  ia  tanght  by 
office-bearers  and  is  managed  by  the  session.  Minister  has  a  weekly  class  of  30 
young  men  on  Sabbath  evening,  and  of  40  young  women  on  Tuesday  afternoon. 
No  special  spiritual  movement  lately.  The  length  of  the  summer  holidays  ii 
found  to  be  unfavourable  for  Ghristiaa  work.  Forenoon  service  well  attended ; 
afternoon  not  so  well ;  the  small  attendance  caused  by  many  members  living  st 
a  distance.  Family  worship  and  family  instruction  believed  to  be  generaL  ifis- 
sionary  and  Children*s  Record  fully  distributed.  Subject  of  Missiona  aometimet 
referred  to  from  pulpit  "  Foreign  Missions  '\collected  for  by  the  same  lady  col- 
lectors as  those  for  the  "  Sustentation  Fund.''  Children  have  monthly  collectiont 
for  Missions.  Teachers  meet  for  prayer,  but  not  for  study  of  lessona.  Servanti' 
class  had  been  taught  by  an  elder.  Fellowship  meeting  of  young  men  on  Sabbsth 
morning.     No  case  of  discipline  for  several  years. 

The  congregation  have  established  a  flourishing  Mission  at  North  Woodside, 
on  which  large  funds  have  been  expended  by  them,  and  many  earnest  workers  are 
supplied  (about  60  Sabbath-sohool  teachers),  and  much  hopeful  impreasion  appears 
to  result.     The  population  of  the  district,  12,000. 

Attendance  at  meeting  with  congregation,  about  150. 

JAMES  C.  BURNa 

DAVID  DICKSON. 


St.  Matthew's,  Glasgow — Rev.  Dr.  Millbr.    Visited  by  Rsr.  J.  C. 
BuRNB  and  Mr.  David  Dickson,  ^th  December  1880. 

Number  of  members,  603 ;  19  elders,  17  deacons.  Districts  regularly  visited  by 
office-bearers.  No  special  religious  movement  lately.  Weekly  prayer-meettag 
attended  by  from  70  to  100.  Communion  three  times  a  year.  Eldera  personally 
distribute  cards.  Family  worship  and  catechising  believed  to  be  generally  ob- 
served. Foreign  Missions  advocated  from  pulpit.  The  associations  flourishing. 
Three  Congregational  Sabbath-schools  well  organised,  visited  by  offioe-bearers;  and 
have  a  monthly  missionary  meeting.  About  50  members  teach  in  oongr^gationsl 
and  mission  Sabbath-schools.  Two  Bible- women  are  employed.  Mitaionarjf  and 
Children*§  Record  fully  supplied.  Young  Men's  Association  of  60 ;  FeUowahip 
meeting  for  young  men  also.     No  case  of  discipline  for  12  or  15  yean. 

Congregation  set  agoing,  Finnieston  Church  now  self-supporting;  and  also  Ftm 
Church,  (>anstonhilL  Some  members  work  in  Springbank  Mission.  Congregaticm 
maintains  a  successful  day-ochool  of  400,  taught  by  a  master  and  mistress; 
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dldimm^m  Chmreh  in  Andenton  district,  where  there  is  aIbo  »  luge 
abhrth  Sdbool  eondacted  by  olBce-bearers.  Many  domestic  servants 
^gECgVtioa,  who  are  Tinted  by  the  office-bearers  at  communion  seasons, 
bka  yv.  The  state  of  religion  in  the  congregation  "hopeful  ;'*  thoogh 
.  iwviTal  to  record,  there  are  manifest  encouragements  connected  with 
of  Um  Binistry  in  the  "fruit "  which  is  being  gathered, 
with  cmgrqgation,  about  100. 

JAMES  C.  BURNa 
DAVID  DICKSON. 


ETHiLL  Feeb  Church — ^Bey.  Alex.  Limn.    Visited  by  Bey.  J.  G. 
BuEm  and  Me.  Dayid  Diokson,  lOth  December  1880. 

Ration  sanctioiied  in  1876,  Mr.  linn  inducted  in  May  1877 ;  membership, 
\dm9,  16  deacons.  Attendance  in  forenoon  varies ;  always  largest  in 
when  it  is  a  Very  good  representation  of  the  congregation.  Elders  visit 
three  times  a  year.  Deacons  act  as  collectors.  No  district  prayer-meet- 
skly  coogregatioiial  meeting  attended  by  about  26.  Office-bearers  inter- 
be  young.  An  organisation  exists  for  tract  distribution,  and  evangel- 
ices  are  conducted  on  Sabbath  evenings.  Miationary  and  Chiidren's 
Uj  distributed.  Minister  preaches  about  missions.  Meeting  of  teachers 
>  and  study  of  leesnns.  Congregational  Sabbath-school  weU  organised. 
1  religioas  movement,  but  in  all  the  districts  the  elders  meet  with  per- 
give  satisfactory  evidence  of  appreciation  of  spiritual  things.  Special 
are  been  held,  followed  by  a  few  spiritual  results.  As  a  rule  the  office- 
tcoDid  the  meetings  of  Kirk-Session  and  Deacons'  Court  exceedingly  well. 
rers  very  kind  and  earnest.  Only  three  caseb  of  discipline  during  last 
n.  State  of  servants  is  satisfactory.  A  considerable  amount  of  debt 
e  church,  and,  in  addition,  an  annual  feu-duty  of  about  £84. 
180  present  at  meeting  with  congregation. 

JAMES  C.  BURNS. 
DAVID  DICKSON. 


ET  BT  RbY.  J.  6.  CCNNINGHAII,  FeEE  St.  LuKE's,  EdDTBDEOH. 

igregati<ms  allotted  to  me  were  the  Candlish  Memorial  (Bev.  James 
Queen's  Park  (Rev.  W.  Scott),  Pollockshields  (Rev.  James  Wells), 
(Bev.  W.  Keith),  Kingston  (Rev.  R.  Gault),  Victoria  (Rev.  James 

Union  (Rev.  Alex.  Skene),  Gorbals  (Rev.  R.  Bremner),  Hutchesontown 
3.  Paterson,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  Andrew  Ryrie),  and  Busby  (Rev.  A.  C. 
a).  To  the  visitation  of  each  of  these,  in  the  order  named,  an  evening 
«d,  and  conference  was  held  with  the  office-bearers  and  other  Christian 
s  to  the  topics  suggested  by  the  Committee,  and  in  the  addresses  given 
igregstional  meeting  which  followed,  the  subjects  to  which  it  seemed 
»rtant  in  each  case  to  direct  special  attention  were  taken  up.  In  the 
of  the  first  three  congregations  Colonel  Young  was  my  feUow-hibourer 
tfged  the  duty  of  a  deputy  so  cordiaUy,  wisely,  and  effectively,  that  1 

but  feel  that  the  seven  congregations  for  which  it  had  been  found 
t  to  provide  an  elder  as  a  deputy  were  placed  at  a  disadvanUge. 
iendance  of  office-bearers  and  members  in  most  of  the  congregations 
ss  to  indicate  considerable  interest  in  the  visit  of  the  Assembly  s  depu- 
information  desiderated  was  frankly  given ;   and  the  attention  with 

addresses  were  received  was  most  encouraging.  It  s^ms  unnecessary 
r  to  the  pages  of  this  Report  the  sUtUtics  furnished  in  the  Annual 
•  of  the^ieVeral  congrega^ons,  or  to  repeat  here  the  "^<>™**^°^  J^^ 
Mt  which  was  given  by  Uie  deputies  to  the  Presbytery,  when  a  (wnfer- 
hski  with  them  in  order  to  turn  to  immediate  pracUcal  account  any. 
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thing  which  the  visitation  of  individual  congregations  might  have  suggefted. 
Suffice  it  to  aay  that  we  had  abundant  evidence  that  in  these  congregationB  the 
great  work  for  which  they  exist  is  being  carried  on,  through  all  the  ordinary 
agencies,  with  fidelity  and  efficiency,  and  that  in  most  of  them  the  heartiness 
and  success  with  which  territorial  mission -work  and  congregational  enterprise 
are  prosecuted  are  bringing  fruit  which  gives  abundant  occasion  for  the  Free 
Church  to  give  thanks  to  God  and  to  take  courage.     The  only  disconragements 
which  may  be  mentioned  are  the  inevitable  losses  both  in  numbers  and  in  financial 
strength  to  which  some  of  the  congregations  in  the  city  are  subjected  by  the  migra- 
tion of  thriving  tradesmen  and  men  of  business  to  the  suburbs,  and  the  burden  of 
debt  on  a  few  of  the  charges,  especially  on  Candlish  Memorial  Church,  in  which 
a  most  prosperous  congregation,  strictly  territorial,  and  having  a  membership  of 
upwards  of  500  gathered  within  the  past 'seven  years,  and  doing  a  great  work  in 
the  district,  is  embarrassed  with  the  heavy  burden  of  £5000  of  debt.    In  all 
these  ten  congregations  the  buildings  are  in  excellent  condition,  and  admirably 
adapted  for  congregational  purposes,  the  teaching  of  Sabbath-schools,  and  the 
prosecution  of  missionary  effort.     The  only  exception  to  this  seemed  to  be  King- 
ston, where  the  premises  occupied  are  somewhat  deficient,  and  the  congregatioD 
being  not  large,  and  drawn  from  all  parts  of  the  city,  is  such  as  to  demand  more 
of  laborious  visitation  from  the  devoted  pastor,  and  to  accomplish  less  in  the 
way  of  organised  territorial  effort  than  might  be  otherwise  possible.     In  Cath- 
cart  the  si|e  chosen  for  the  church  is  to  some  extent,  in  the  meantime,  unfavour- 
able, as  the  feuing  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  church  has  not  yet  been 
built  upon,  and  the  church  stands  isolated  at  a  Uttle  distance  from  Langside, 
Mount  Florida,  and  Cathcart ;  but  there  is  every  reason  to  hope  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  the  sagacity  of  those  who  selected  this  outpost  with  a  view 
to  the  future  exigencies  of  the  district  will  be  justified.     In  Busby  the  impulse 
given  to  the  building  of  villas  by  recent  railway  accommodation  in  that  quarter 
has  told  most  favourably  upon  the  prosperity  of  the  Free  Church,  and  both  the 
minister  and  the  office-bearers  were  feeling  the  necessity  of  enlarging  the  place 
of  worship  to  meet  the  demand  for  sittings,  especially  in  the  summer  season. 

JOHN  GEO.  CUNNINGHAM. 


Presbttert  of  Glasgow.    South  Side  Oongrsoationb  tisitbd.    Knox's, 
Cunningham,  Rbnwigk,  Rose  Street,  Chalmers'b. 

In  each  congregation  the  deputy  met  in  conference  with  the  minister  sod 
other  office-bearers.  At  this  conference  there  was  a  frank  statement  of  views 
as  to  the  state  and  furtherance  of  the  work  of  Christ  in  the  congregation  and 
district. 

Knox*s. —  Vi9Ued  Nov,  29. — The  meeting  was  held  in  the  church — attendance 
fair.  This  congregation  is  well  organised.  Districts  visited  by  office-beareit. 
A  missionary  is  regularly  employed  in  the  district,  whose  work  is  not  without 
encouragement*  The  attendance  on  divine  ordinances  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  not 
so  large  as  the  minister  would  desire,  especially  in  the  forenoon.  As  to  the 
observance  of  family-worship,  it  was  not  easy  to  get  information  on  that  point 
The  office-bearers  thought  it  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  that  it  would  be 
advisable  to  direct  attention  to  it  in  their  district  visitation.  A  united  meetisg 
of  the  five  congregations  visited  was  held  in  the  church  on  Sabbath  evening. 
There  was  a  good  attendance.  The  Rev.  R.  Smith  and  the  Rev.  W.  TuUo  took 
part  in  the  service.  It  was  a  very  interesting  meeting,  the  audience  seemed 
much  impressed,  and  it  is  believed  that  some  were  benefited. 

CuKNiNOHAM. — Visited  Nov,  30. — ^The  meeting  was  held  in  the  haU  ceo- 
nected  with  the  church.  It  was  filled  with  a  large  and  attentive  audience. 
There  is  evidently  great  vitality  in  this  congregation.  All  the  departneut* 
of  church  work  are  vigorously  carried  on.     It  is  a  oentre  of  great  ChristisB 
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influence,  and  must  be  a  benefit  to  the  territory  in  which  it  ia  situated.  The 
state  of  religion  in  the  congregation  and  district  is  very  encouraging.  There  is 
steady  growth.  The  attendance  on  divine  ordinances  on  the  Lord's  Day  is 
much  larger  in  the  afternoon  than  the  forenoon.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  is 
well  attended.  Sabbath  desecration  is  noticeable  in  the  district  in  the  form  of 
■hebeening  and  drunkenness. 

Ren  WICK. —  Visited  Dec,  1. — The  meeting  was  held  in  the  church.  There  was 
a  fair  attendance.  There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  office-bearers  for  the  work  of 
the  congregation.  Regular  and  well-OTganised  church  life  is  manifest  in  the 
different  departments  of  work.  In  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  it  was 
suggested  that  if  a  book  of  family  prayers  were  provided  or  recommended  by 
the  Church,  it  would  be  a  help  to  working-men  in  conducting  family- worship. 

RosB  Strkbt  Church. —  Visited  Dec.  2. — ^The  meeting  was  held  in  the  hall ; 
attendance  not  large.  The  organisation  of  this  congregation  is  very  complete. 
There  is  a  meeting  for  mutual  improvement  on  Sabbath  morning.  Sabbath- 
school  large  and  flourishing,  also  senior  classes.  Minister's  class  during  winter ; 
41  on  the  rolL  Band  of  Hope  very  strong ;  400  on  the  roll.  Also  an  adult 
temperance  society.  Savings  Bank  having  200  depositors.  Weekly  prayer- 
neeting  is  not  very  well  attended.  Considerable  Sabbath  desecration  in  the 
form  of  shops  open,  principally  confectioners  and  small  grocers.  The  state  of 
this  congregation  is  on  the  whole  very  encouraging,  considering  its  history. 

Chalmers's  Chxtrch. — Visited  Dec,  3. — The  meeting  was  held  in  the  church  ; 
a  fair  attendance.  An  addition  to  the  number  of  office-bearers  is  about  to  be 
made.  The  families  in  the  district  are  occasionally  visited  by  the  office-bearers. 
There  seems  to  be  efficient  organisation  for  church-work.  No  special  revival, 
but  two  or  three  instances  were  mentioned  of  individuals  having  been  brought 
to  the  Lord  at  the  district  meetings.  Considerable  Sabbath  desecration  here  as 
elsewhere,  in  the  form  of  shops  ojien.     Very  few  cases  of  discipline. 

JAMES  M.  M'CULLOCH. 


REPORT  OF  Assembly  Deputies.  Rev.  D.  MacLaren,  Dunning,  and 
J.  C.  Robertson,  Esq.,  31  Berkeley  Terrace,  on  Dowanvale  Church, 
Glasgow. 

Visited  os  Decemher  lOih,  1 880. — Received  a  cordial  welcome  from  the 
minister,  Rev.  Mr.  Wallace,  and  5  elders  from  Kelvinside  congregation,  who  are 
at  present  associated  with  him  in  the  spiritual  superintendence  of  the  congre* 
gation. 

This  congregation  is  recently  formed  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Kelvinside : 
a  handsome  and  commodious  church,  with  halls  for  Sabbath-schools  and  Bible- 
classes  attached,  has  been  erected,  but  has  not  as  yet  any  session,  or  deacons' 
court  raised  out  of  its  own  membership,  and  therefore  is  under  the  guidance  of 
5  elders  in  spiritual  affairs  and  5  deacons  in  financial  affairs  from  the  congre- 
gation of  Kelvinside. 

The  congregation  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  and  while  each  elder 
and  deacon  has  charge  of  his  own  district,  the  deacons  collect  monthly,  and  the 
elders  visit  their  districts  regularly,  not  less  than  3  times  a  year. 

Each  elder  holds  a  weekly  prayer-meeting  in  his  own  district. 

AU  the  office-bearers  take  a  special  interest  in  the  young  of  their  districts,  and 
with  the  view  of  gathering  into  the  house  of  Ood  non-church-goem,  they  secure 
that  evangelistic  meetings  be  held  in  the  open  air,  that  tracts  be  distributed,  and 
a  Bible- woman  be  maintained. 

The  x>opulation  in  the  territorial  mission  district  amounts  to  2500,  and  while 
it  cannot  be  said  that  there  has  been  any  special  revival  of  religion  in  it,  there 
has  been  a  marked  increase  of  attendance  at  evening  meetings,  and  there  have 
been  also  individual  instances  of  conversion. 
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One  special  enconragement  has  been  the  completion  of  the  fabric  of  the  church, 
and  another,  the  cordiality  with  which  the  minister  has  been  received  by  all  the 
people  in  visiting  them  at  their  houses.  As  for  disconragements,  in  addition  to 
the  natnral  indifference  of  men  to  the  gospel,  may  be  specified  the  constant 
migration  that  is  going  on  among  the  people,  more  especially  of  the  shipbuilding 
trade ;  signs,  however,  appear  of  an  improvement  of  trade,  and  now  this  migrar 
tion  may  diminish. 

When  the  congregation  assembled  in  Bnrgh  hall,  the  forenoon  attendance  was 
small,  bufc  now  that  they  assemble  in  the  church,  it  is  increased,  and  in  the 
afternoon  amounts  to  250. 

The  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  attended  generally  by  60  or  70,  and  the 
district  prayer-meetings  are  also  well  attended.  No  definite  statistics  can  be 
famished  as  to  the  extent  in  which  family  worship  is  maintained,  but  the  general 
impression  among  the  office-bearers  is  that  with  a  few  exceptions  it  is  neglected, 
and  so  they  have  to  report  as  to  family  catechising.  The  Sabbath  is  upon  the 
whole  outwardly  observed,  all  places  of  business  being  shut,  and  few  in  the 
district  being  disposed  to  loiter  in  the  streets. 

Ice-cream  shops,  however,  are  open,  served  as  the  office-bearers  understand, 
not  by  Scotchmen,  but  by  natives  of  Italy. 

Intemperance  is  the  sin  that  may  be  said  to  be  the  most  prevalent. 

The  congregation  is  only  beginning  to  be  supplied  with  the  Mmionary  Record, 
and  the  Sabbath-school  with  the  Children's  Record^  while  as  to  the  condition  of 
household  servants  as  a  class  little  is  to  be  said,  and  as  to  the  state  of  discipline 
it  may  be  reported  that  few  are  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  session,  and 
these  few,  cases  of  fornication. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  stated  that  at  the  congregational  meeting,  held  after 
the  meeting  with  the  office-bearers,  there  was  a  fair  representation  of  the  congre- 
gation, spread  as  the  people  were  over  the  centre  of  the  chnrch  and  under  the 
galleries,  and  that  the  addresses  both  by  Mr.  Robertson  and  Mr.  MacLaren  were 
listened  to  with  marked  attention  and  Uvely  interest. 

D.  MACLAREN. 

J.  C.  ROBERTSON. 


Got  AN  Free  Church,  Bev.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  mtnister:  Visited  on 
December  9th,  1880,  by  Bev.  D.  MacLaren,  Dnnningy  and  Dr.  MosBisoff, 
Academy,  Glasgow,  Assehblt  Deputies  on  Belioion  and  Morals. 

The  chnrch  is  large,  capable  of  containing  from  1000  to  1200,  fitted  np  with 
galleries  all  ronnd  within,  and  adorned  with  a  high  and  handsome  spire  without 
A  commodious  hall  is  attached  to  the  church,  where  Mr.  Mackenzie  and  1 8  of  his 
office-bearers  gave  the  deputies  a  very  cordial  welcome. 

There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  office-bearers,  and  the  congregation  is  divided  into 
manageable  districts,  and  each  elder  and  deacon  has  charge  of  his  own  district. 
The  families  are  visited  by  the  office-bearers  not  less  than  twice  a  year.  Then 
are  district  prayer-meetings  also  presided  over  by  the  elders. 

They  take  a  special  interest  in  the  young,  and  not  only  use  their  influence  to 
encourage  parents  to  send  their  children  to  the  Sabbath-school,  but  foster  a 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association  that  is  connected  with  the  congregation. 

The  office-bearers,  assisted  by  the  members  of  the  T.  M.  C.  A.,  visit  non-chnrch- 
goers  in  their  homes,  and  endeavour  to  bring  them  to  the  house  of  God 

There  has  been  no  special  revival  of  religion  since  the  visit  of  Moody  and 
Sankey  to  Glasgow. 

No  special  encouragements  or  discouragements  condescended  upon,  with  the 
exception  of  one  great  discouragement  arising  from  the  fluctuating  character 
of  the  shipbuilding  population,  and  perhaps  the  lack  of  the  mixture  of  all  classes 
in  the  territorial  district  associated  with  the  church. 
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The  attendance  in  the  forenoon  is  npon  an  average  500,  in  the  afternoon  900, 
and  at  a  monthly  evening  service  every  sitting  as  well  as  every  pew  is  occupied. 
The  conii^regational  prayer-meeting  is  attended  ordinarily  by  an  audience  of  from 
100  to  200,  and  the  district  meetings  are  proportionally  well  attended. 

A  considerable  number  of  households  observe  family  worship,  but  no  distinct 
information  can  be  given. 

Outwardly  the  Sabbath  is  well  observed,  except  in  those  parts  where  the  Irish 
element  prevails.  It  is  feared  that  family  catechising  on  Sabbatb  evening  does 
not  prevail  to  any  large  extent. 

Profane  swearing  may  be  said  to  prevail,  specially  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  church.  The  congregation  is  supplied  with  the  Misftionary  Record^  not  by 
the  office-bearers  or  church-officer,  but  by  the  medium  of  the  booksellers,  and 
the  duty  of  contributing  to  the  Lord's  cause  is  statedly  enforced.  The  congrega- 
tional Sabbath-school  is  rightly  organised  :  well  attended  by  the  children  of  the 
congregation  and  well  supplied  with  teachers.  There  are  district  Sabbath-schools 
taught  by  office-bearers.  The  children  are  well  supplied  with  the  Missionarp 
Recordy  and  are  trained  to  habits  of  giving. 

The  present  minister  has  laboured  for  16  years  in  his  present  field  and  in 
connection  with  his  present  congregation,  and  laments  that  there  are  so  few 
around  him  who  in  the  social  scale  rise  above  those  of  low  degree,  and  therefore 
is  unable  to  furnish  any  satisfactory  information  about  the  state  of  servants  as 
a  class.  He  along  with  his  session  is  happy  to  state  that  but  few  cases  of 
discipline  are  brought  before  them.  They  have  also  to  state  that  those  few 
relate  to  violations  of  the  Seventh  Commandment. 

We  have  in  conclusion  to  report  that  after  a  very  agreeable  meeting  with  the 
minister  and  office-bearers  we  entered  into  the  church  more  glad  to  find  in  that 
spacious  and  handsome  building  a  large  audience  assembled  to  listen  to  the 
addresses,  and  from  the  earnestness  with  which  they  hung  npon  our  lips  we 
fondly  trust  that  through  the  blessing  of  the  Head  of  the  Church  they  were 
benefited,  as  we  felt  ourselves  to  be  both  by  their  attendance  and  attention. 

D.  MACLAREN. 
D.  MORRISON. 

REPORT  07  DspimiB  appointed  by  the  Oommittbb  on  Religion  and 
Morals  to  Tisit  •  the  Gongrcqationb  ov  Hillheab,  Whiteinch, 
Partick,  Partiok  High,  and  Qovan  Gabuc  Churches,  in  the 
Prbsbytert  or  Glasgow. 

HiLLRSAB. — Viaited  Nov,  29,  1880,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Balfour,  and  Mr.  Mosman, 
Elder. — This  is  a  rural  congregation,  the  church  being  fully  three  miles  from  the 
centre  of  Glasgow.  The  members  are  almost  all  employed  in  mining.  There  are 
five  elders  and  five  deacons,  who  are  assisted  by  three  collectors.  This  is  con- 
sidered a  sufficient  staff,  as  the  congregation  is  not  a  scattered  one.  The  elders 
visit  the  people  every  quarter,  handing  round  communion-cards,  and  the  deacons 
every  month.  Besides  the  congregational  weekly  prayer-meeting,  conducted  by 
the  minister,  there  are  two  kitchen-district  meetings  kept  up  every  week  by  the 
office-bearers  and  workers.  These  are  held  in  four  different  places  regularly,  and 
in  two  other  places  occasionally.  Besides  the  evening  Sabbath-schools,  there  is 
a  Sabbath  morning  meeting  for  the  young  at  eleven  o'clock,  conducted  on  the 
plan  of  the  Foundry  Boys'  Mission.  'Die  office-bearers  thus  take  a  special  interest 
in  the  young.  About  130  attend  this  meeting.  The  people  of  the  district  are 
visited  very  frequently,  with  the  view  of  gathering  them  to  attend  the  week-day 
and  Sabbath-day  meetings.  Open-air  services  are  sometimes  held  for  their  bene- 
fit on  Sabbath  afternoons  in  summer. 

It  is  believed  that  for  the  past  seventeen  years  there  has  been  a  steady  progress 
in  the  Lord's  work  in  this  place.  In  the  year  1878  there  was  a  good  work, 
especially  among  the  young.  It  was  not  preceded  by  any  special  services,  but 
began  in  the  Sabbath-school.      Since  that  time  the  work  has  been  rather  injured 
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by  two  ev^angeliBts,  who  imprudently  overdid  the  thing,  bat  there  are  sympUnns 
of  improvement  at  the  present  time.  This  interesting  work  of  grace,  and  the 
readiness  of  the  young  converts  to  engage  in  Christian  work,  are  great  enooarage- 
ments  to  pastoral  work,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  recent  strike  among  tbe 
miners,  with  its  consequent  want  of  employment  and  of  wages,  has  been  a  serions 
trial.     Happily  that  is  now  at  an  end. 

The  average  attendance  at  church  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  about  300  at  twelve 
o'clock.  The  service  at  6.30  held  in  a  hall  is  not  quite  so  good.  The  populatioir 
of  the  district  amounts  to  about  4000.  Probably  three-fourths  of  these  attend 
no  church.  The  attendance  at  the  Wednesday  evening  prayer-meeting  varies 
from  20  to  30.  The  district  prayer-meetings  from  12  to  30,  and  even  40.  It  u 
believed  that  family-worship  is  generally  maintained  by  church-going  people  at 
least  once  a  day,  and  twice  on  Sabbaths.  The  Sabbath  is  fairly  kept  by  the 
people  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  a  great  many  come  out  from  the  city  on  foot, 
and  some  on  bicycles.  Family  catechising  is  not  very  general  on  the  Sabbath 
evenings.  The  arrangement  of  the  public  services  for  old  and  young  rather 
stands  in  the  way  of  that.  There  are  no  special  forms  of  sin  particularly  pre- 
valent, this  district  enjoying  the  peculiar  happiness  of  having  no  publio-hoose 
within  its  bounds. 

The  Missionary  Record  is  scarcely  circulated  in  the  congregatioii,  only  about 
twelve  copies  bemg  procured.  The  deputies  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  the 
office-bearers  the  extreme  desirableness  of  a  more  extensive  diffusion  among  the 
people  of  the  only  periodical  which  can  make  them  acquainted  with  the  Church's 
work. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  and  attended  by  about  200  children. 
The  minister  has  a  class  for  young  men  and  women  on  Sabbath  aftemooDi, 
attended  by  about  56.  The  Sabbath-school  teachers  meet  in  the  manse  to  go 
over  the  lesson  every  Friday.  The  office-bearers  and  visitors  make  every  effort 
to  induce  the  young  to  attend  the  Sabbath-school.  The  children  are  not  yet 
supplied  with  the  Chitdren't  Becord,  They  contribute  to  a  variety  of  nussioDaiy 
objects,  both  home  and  foreign. 

The  farm-servants  in  this  neighbourhood  are  generaUy  a  church-going  dass. 

Cases  of  discipline  have  happily  been  very  rare. 

After  conferring  with  the  office-bearers  and  workers,  the  deputies  addressed  i 
meeting  of  the  congregation  attended  by  about  60,  on  the  great  dnty  and  priri- 
ledge  of  receiving  the  Lord  Jesus,  walking  in  Him,  and  not  wearying  in  His 

HOBERT  G.  BALFOUR,  MinisUr, 
HUGH  MOSMAN,  Elder. 


service. 


WBTrmscH.— Visited  Nov.  30,  1880,  by  Bev.  R.  G.  Balfour,  and  Mr.  H. 
Mosman,  Elder, — This  congregation  is  composed  almost  entirely  of  persoDi 
engaged  in  shipbuilding,  so  that  the  male  element  preponderates  in  the  member- 
ship. There  are  10  dders  and  8  deacons,  who  are  assisted  by  10  coUectoii. 
This  number  is  considered  sufficient,  as  the  members  are  aU  within  easy  reseh. 
The  elders  visit  their  districts  four  times  a  year  at  the  Communion  seasons,  thfi 
deacons  visit  occasionally.  There  are  tlvee  district  prayer-meetings,  one  oa 
Sabbath  evenings  held  in  a  shop  which  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  snd 
attended  sometimes  by  100  persons,  another  in  a  kitchen  on  Sabbath,  saA.  i 
third  in  a  kitchen  on  a  week-day  evening.  At  these  there  may  be  fnum  one  to 
two  dozen  in  attendance.  Other  meetings  are  soon  to  be  commenced  by  some  of 
the  elders  and  deacons. 

A  special  interest  is  taken  in  the  young,  many  of  the  office-bearers  being 
Sabbath-school  teachers.  The  minister  often  speaks  a  word  to  the  young  from 
the  pulpit.  A  Foundry  Boys'  meeting  near  the  church  is  well  attended,  unfor- 
tunately by  the  children  of  church-going  people,  rather  than  by  the  nc^ected 
class  for  whom  such  meetings  are  required.  There  is  a  district  or  mission  Sab- 
bath-school held  on  Sabbath  evenings,  attended  by  about  70. 

There  are  26  tract  distributors  who  go  from  house  to  house,  and  tiy  to  bring 
out  the  careless  to  the  means  of  grace.      Occasionally  a  series  of  evangeliftic 
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meetings  is  held  with  the  same  view.      And  in  aiunmer  open-air  meetings  are 
held  every  Sabbath  evening. 

There  was  a  special  work  of  grace  in  the  congregation  about  six  and  a  half 
years  ago.  The  minister  then  conversed  with  80  men,  anxious  about  their  souls, 
in  one  month.  Many  of  them  became  decided  Christians,  ha%''e  since  been  the 
great  supports  of  the  congregation,  and  have  influenced  others  for  good.  This 
movement  commenced  before  any  special  services  were  held.  Almost  every  year 
since  that,  there  has  been  some  religious  interest  in  the  congregation.  At  the 
last  special  meetings  held  in  September,  some  18  or  19  professed  to  have  got  good. 
These  things,  and  the  great  amount  of  willing  help  rendered  by  office-bearers 
and  Christian  workers  have  been  a  great  encouragement  to  the  minister.  He  has 
had  no  special  discouragement,,  except  that  arising  from  the  dulness  of  trade, 
which  seems  happily  to  be  passing  away. 

The  average  attendance  at  church  is  250  in  the  forenoon,  and  from  300  to 
350  in  the  afternoon.  There  is  a  large  number  in  the  district  who  attend  no 
church.  The  average  attendance  at  the  Tuesday  evening  prayer-meeting  is  about 
70.  It  has  been  larger  this  winter  than  at  any  previous  time.  The  number  of 
men  who  attend  is  an  interesting  feature.  The  office-bearers  were  unable  to  say 
how  far  family  worship  is  kept  up.  They  were  advised  to  make  this  a  matter 
of  plain  but  kindly  inquiry,  and  to  do  what  they  could  to  help  young  married' 
people  to  begin  the  practice. 

As  to  Sabbpth  observance,  it  was  reported  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of 
Sabbath  walking,  that  the  tramway  cars  have  been  running  on  the  Lord's  Day 
for  several  months,  and  that  the  opening  of  shops  on  that  day  seems  to  be  on  the 
incr^jLse.  There  is  however  no  Sabbath  drinking.  At  one  time  there  was  a  good 
deal  in  the  hotels  at  Renfrew,  but  these  have  now  been  closed.  It  is  believed 
that  a  good  deal  of  family  instruction  goes  on  on  Sabbath,  especially  in  the  way 
of  preparing  the  children  for  the  Sabbath-school,  and  Foundry  Boys'  Meeting. 

Only  four  dozen  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  are  distributed.  It  was  re- 
commended, as  essential  to  the  spiritual  well-being  of  the  congregation,  that 
there  should  be  a  much  larger  circulation  of  the  Record  of  the  Church's  work  at 
home  and  abroad. 

The  Sabbath*school  is  well  organised  and  efficiently  taught  There  are  230 
children  on  the  roll.  The  minister's  Sabbath  evening  class  has  about  70  on  the 
rolL  There  is  a  Young  Men's  Sabbath  Morning  meeting  with  16  on  the  roll, 
and  a  Literary  Association  is  about  to  be  formed.  The  Sabbath-school  teachers 
meet  once  a  month  for  business  and  for  prayer.  The  children  get  75  copies  of 
the  Children's  Missionary  Record,  besides  other  religious  publications.  They 
contribute  to  various  missionary  objects.  Last  year  their  offerings  amounted  to 
£5. 

There  have  been  very  few  cases  of  discipline  during  the  past  seven  years — the 
period  of  the  church's  existence.  Only  three  had  to  be  suspended  from  church 
privileges,  one  for  intemperance,  and  two  for  immorality. 

After  conferring  with  six  of  the  elders,  seven  of  the  deacons,  and  several 
Christian  workers,  the  deputies  addressed  a'meeting  of  the  congregation  attended 
by  about  70,  exhorting  all  to  make  their  calling  and  election  sure,  and  the  people 
of  God  to  maintain  a  steady  zeal  in  the  Master's  service. 

ROBERT  G.  BALFOUR,  Minister. 

HUGH  MOSMAN,  Elder. 

Report  on  Partick,  Visited  December  1,  1880,  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Balfour  and 

Mr.  James  Miller,  Elder. 

This  congregation  is  well  supplied  with  office-bearers,  having  13  elders  and  1 1 
deacons,  assisted  by  14  coUeotors:  The  elders  visit  their  districts  twice  a  year 
at  the  Communion  seasons ;  the  deacons  only  occasionally,  but  they  have  re- 
solved to  do  so  with  greater  regularity. 

There  are  not  so  many  district  prayer-meetings  held  as  there  were  a  number 
of  years  ago.     A  kitchen  meeting  has  however  been  kept  up  summer  and  winter 
by  two  of  the  deacons,  though  it  is  at  present  in  abeyance.     Besides  this, 
20  D 
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missioaary  meetings  are  held  in  the  district,  both  in  kitchens  and  in  the  Mhool* 
room. 

The  office-bearers  interest  themselves  in  the  yonng,  six  of  the  elders,  and  three 
of  the  deacons  being  Sabbath-school  teachers.  The  missionary  and  the  visitoTs 
try  to  bring  out  the  children  of  the  district  to  the  Sabbath-schooL.  The  whole 
of  Partick  is  mapped  out  into  districts,  and  worked  by  the  City  Mission  in  concert 
with  the  various  congregations.  Besides  the  missionary  who  labours  in  connec- 
tion with  this  congregation,  there  is  a  staff  of  visitors,  male  and  female,  who 
visit  the  families  in  the  25  sub-divisions  of  the  district  once  a  fortnight,  and 
distribute  tracts. 

The  state  of  religion  cannot  be  described  as  very  low.  There  has  been 
manifest  blessing  in  connection  with  the  means  of  grace,  bat  the  minister  and 
office-bearers  long  for  more.  The  missionary  has  been  cheered  by  some  fruit  of 
his  labours.  There  has  been  no  special  work  of  grace  in  the  congregation  or 
district  of  late.  Among  the  hindrances  to  the  good  work  may  be  mentioned 
excessive  pleasuring  on  Saturday  afternoon  and  evening,  intemperance,  both 
among  men  and  women,  and  want  of  family  government  and  training, 

The  attendance  at  church  is  about  300  in  the  forenoon,  and  from  350  to  425 
in  the  afternoon.  The  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  not  well  attended, 
the  average  present  being  about  25.  The  uncomfortable  arrangements  of  the 
place  of  meeting  may  in  part  account  for  this.  These  it  is  intended  soon  to 
remedy.  The  kitchen  mission  meetings  are  attended  by  about  40,  and  the 
mission  Sabbath  evening  meeting  by  about  65.  It  is  believed  that  family 
worship  is  pretty  generally  maintained  in  the  families  of  the  congregation. 

Too  much  liberty  is  taken  with  the  Sabbath  Day  in  the  way  of  walking  and 
visiting.  The  opening  of  shops  on  that  day  is  on  the  increase,  and  the  running 
of  tramway  cars  is  a  great  eviL  Family  instruction  on  the  evening  of  the 
Lord's  Day  is  probably  not  so  common  as  it  once  was,  but  parents  seem  to  see 
to  it  that  their  children  prepare  their  lessons  for  the  Sabbath-school. 

Sixty  or  seventy  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  are  received  by  members  of 
the  congregation,  and  the  duty  of  contributing  to  the  cause  of  missions  is  urged 
upon  them  from  the  pulpit.  The  deputies  recommended  that  some  means  should 
be  taken  for  securing  a  wider  circulation  of  this  accredited  journal  of  the 
Church's  work. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  having  about  20  teachers,  and  170 
children  on  the  roll.  The  minister  has  a  Sabbath  evening  class  with  52  on  the 
roll.  There  is  a  Sabbath  morning  prayer-meeting  with  15  or  16  on  the  roll. 
There  is  not  at  present  a  Literary  Association,  but  two  or  three  lectures  are  to  be 
delivered  to  the  young  men  in  the  course  of  the  winter.  The  Sabbath-school 
teachers  meet  monthly  for  prayer,  and  some  of  them  attend  the  Model  classei 
conducted  by  the  Union.  The  missionary  makes  it  his  business  to  nrge  parents 
to  send  their  children  to  some  Sabbath-schooL  There  are  80  copies  of  the 
ChUiirerCs  Record  distributed  in  the  Sabbath-school.  Each  dass  has  its 
missionary  box,  and  a  sum  of  about  £6  was  contributed  to  various  objects  last  year. 

The  principad  offences  calling  for  dealing  in  the  way  of  discipline  are  intem- 
perance and  neglect  of  ordinances,  though  there  are  lUso  cases  of  breach  of  the 
seventh  commandment  requiring  to  be  dealt  with  from  time  to  time. 

After  conference  with  8  of  the  elders,  8  of  the  deacons,  and  16  of  the  Christian 
workers,  the  deputies  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  congregation  attended  by  about 
70,  exhorting  them  on  a  variety  of  duties,  especially  decision  for  Christ,  earnest- 
ness in  his  service,  and  prayer  as  the  great  means  of  obtaining  spiritual  life  and 
strength. 

ROBERT  a.  BALFOUR,  Aftnisfer. 

JAMES  MILLER,  Etder, 

Report  on  Partick  High,  December  2d,  1880,  visited  by  Rev.  R.  G.  Balvoxtb, 

and  Mr.  J.  H.  Dickson,  Elder. 

This  congregation  has  9  elders  and  9  deacons,  who  are  assisted  by  9  coUeetois. 
An  election  of  additional  office-bearers  is  about  to  take  place.     The  elders  visit 
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their  difltricts  four  times  a  year  in  connection  with  the  communion ;  the  deacons 
only  occasionally.  A  more 'systematic  visitation  on  their  part — perhaps  after 
«ach  term — was  recommended.  There  are  no  congregational  district  prayer- 
meetings.  There  were  five  mission  district  meetings  last  winter,  but  they  have 
not  yet  been  resumed. 

The  office-bearers  interest  themselves  to  some  extent  in  the  young,  several 
teaching  in  the  Sabbath- school.  But  more  might  be  done  in  the  way  of  having 
a  correct  list  of  the  names  and  ages  of  all  the  children  in  their  districts,  and 
seeing  to  their  attendance  at  the  Sabbath-school.  A  student  missionary  works 
in  the  district,  visiting  the  families  and  holding  two  meetings  in  the  week.  He 
is  assisted  by  about  a  dozen  visitors  who  visit  weekly,  and  distribute  tracts. 

There  has  been  no  special  work  of  revival  in  the  congregation,  but  in  the 
course  of  the  regular  ministry,  cases  are  from  time  to  time  coming  to  light  in 
which  good  has  been  obtained.  The  general  average  of  spiritual  life  is  not  so 
high  as  one  would  like  to  see  it.  One  hindrance  in  the  way  of  pastoral  work  is 
the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  people  in  visitation,  the  men  being  out  during 
the  day  and  the  families  being  much  occupied  during  the  evening.  The  spirit  and 
earnestness  with  which  the  congregation  have  entered  into  a  plan  for  clearing 
off  the  debt  on  the  church  is  an  encouraging  and  hopeful  symptom. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  half -day  hearing  on  the  Sabbath,  the  attendance  in  the 
forenoon  being  about  300  and  in  the  afternoon  350.  The  average  attendance 
at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  about  60.  The  office-bearers  have  not  yet 
inquired  as  to  the  extent  to  which  family  worship  is  maintained,  but  they  believe 
it  to  be  very  general. 

Outwardly  the  Sabbath  is  observed  fairly  well.  But  a  few  shops  are  open, 
and  the  tramway  cars  are  run.  The  amount  of  family  instruction  on  Sabbath 
evenings  the  office-bearers  have  not  yet  ascertained. 

About  100  copies  of  the  Record  are  supplied  gratuitously  to  the  congregation, 
the  expense  being  defrayed  by  a  collection,  as  the  people  retire,  once  a  month. 
The  duty  of  contributing  to  the  Lord's  cause  is  often  referred  to  from  the 
pulpit. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  mixed,  district  and  congregational,  with  297  on  the 
roll,  of  whom  105  attend  church.  It  is  well  organised,  having  28  teachers,  who 
meet  for  prayer  at  the  close  each  Sabbath  evening.  A  model  class  for  the 
benefit  of  teachers  has  been  commenced  this  winter.  The  minister's  class  on 
Sabbath  evenings  has  about  60  on  the  rolL  There  is  a  Young  Men's  Sabbath 
Morning  Fellowship  Association  with  a  membership  of  20.  There  was  a  Literary 
Association  once,  but  it  was  merged  in  the  District  Association  some  years  ago. 
efforts  are  made  to  bring  in  the  children  of  the  district  to  the  Sabbath-school, 
by  means  of  occasional  visitations  by  teachers  and  others,  with  special  reference 
to  that  object.  The  children  receive  120  copies  of  the  Children's  Missionary 
Record,  besides  100  copies  of  the  Children* s  Messetiger.  They  collect  for  four  or 
five  different  objects  in  the  course  of  the  year,  an  address  being  sometimes  given 
in  reference  to  the  object  to  keep  up  their  interest  in  it.  Last  year  they  con- 
tribnted  £9. 

Gases  of  discipline  have  been  comparatively  rare,  except  for  intemperance  and 
neglect  of  ordinances. 

The  deputies,  after  conferring  with  8  of  the  elders,  2  of  the  deacona,  and  8  of 
the  Christian  workers,  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  congregation,  attended  by 
about  65,  exhorting  them  specially  to  maintain  a  lively  spiritual  frame,  and  to 
^nard  their  religious  life  from  the  perils  to  which  it  is  continually  exposed. 

EGBERT  G.  BALF0X7B,  AOnister. 

Rkport  on  GoTAK  Gaelic,  visited  December  3c2, 1880,  by  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Balvoub, 

and  Mr.  Jambs  Miller,  Elder. 

This  congregation  has  12  elders  and  14  deacons,  who  are  assisted  by  about  a 
dozen  collectors.  They  are  to  have  an  election  of  office-bearers  soon,  and  will 
then  have  an  amply  sufficient  staff.  The  elders  visit  their  districts  four  times  a 
year ;  some  of  them  do  so  much  of tener.    The*  deacons  visit  occasionally.     A  more 
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systematic  visitation  on  their  part  at  intervals  was  recommended.  Two  kitchen- 
meetings  are  held  weekly  by  some  of  the  elders  and  deacons,  sometimes  in  one 
house  and  sometimes  in  another.  The  office-bearers  interest  themselves  in  the 
young,  exhorting  parents  to  instruct  their  children  themselves  and  to  send  them 
to  the  Sabbath-school. 

By  mutual  arrangement  with  the  neighbouring  churches,  a  district  has  been 
allotted  to  this  congregation.  There  are  25  visitors  who  distribute  573  tracts 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  every  Sabbath.  In  the  mission  district  at 
Plantation  a  student  missionary  is  employed,  who  visits  the  people  during  the 
week,  and  holds  a  meeting  every  Sabbath  evening. 

There  has  been  no  special  revival  in  this  congregation,  but  since  the  opening 
of  the  mission  eighteen  years  ago,  there  has  been  a  general  and  steady  revival  of 
religion.  A  great  number,  some  of  whom  have  now  passed  away,  have  been 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  through  the  preaching  of  the  word  and 
the  evangelistic  services.  A  number  both  of  young  and  old  are  found  at  every 
communion,  joining  the  church  and  giving  evidence  by  their  lives  that  their 
profession  has  been  sincere.  The  trials  through  which  the  congregation  has 
passed  have  proved  a  means  of  promoting  rather  than  hindering  the  cause  of 
Christ  among  them.  AU  this  is  specially  true  of  the  five  or  six  years  which 
have  elapsed  since  Mr.  Cameron  came  among  them.  They  were^ew  in  number  then. 
Many  have  since  been  gathered  in.  The  congregation  has  had  to  build  two 
churches  within  twelve  years,  and  they  are  now  almost  free  from  debtb  The  office- 
bearers think  .they  can  re])ort  favourably,  on  the  whole,  on  the  state  of  religion 
among  them  at  the  present  time.  The  number  of  communicants  has  risen  during 
six  years,  from  80  or  100  to  286 — ^a  circumstance  of  peculiar  significance,  when 
the  views  and  practice  of  Highlanders  in  regard  to  the  ordinance  of  the  Supper 
are  taken  into  account. 

The  congregation  is  divided  every  Sabbath  forenoon,  the  English  service, 
attended  by  about  120,  being  held  in  the  haU,  and  the  Gaelic  service,  attended 
by  from  400  to  500,  in  the  church.  The  afternoon  service,  conducterl  in  English, 
is  'attended  by  about  600.  There  is  also  an  evening  service  attended  by  about 
250.  An  evening  lecture  is  delivered  monthly,  when  the  attendance  is  larger. 
The  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  attended  by  about  80.  The  average 
attendance  at  the  kitchen-meetings  is  about  15. 

The  office-bearers  have  reason  to  believe  that  family  worship  is  well  kept  up 
among  the  families  of  the  congregation.  The  Sabbath  is  also  well  observed  by 
them,  though  not  so  well  in  the  district  as  it  ought  to  be.  The  chief  form  of 
open  desecration  here  is  the  opening  of  shops,  which  is  unhappily  on  the  increase. 

It  is  believed  that  family  instruction  on  the  evening  of  the  Lord's  Day  is  not 
so  common  as  it  was. 

There  is  no  general  circulation  of  the  Missionary  Record^  though  several  of  the 
families  supply  themselves  with  copies.  The  deputies  strongly  recommend  some 
plan  being  adopted  for  securing  that  every  family  in  the  congregation  should 
get  a  copy,  so  as  to  interest  aU  the  Church's  work. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  well-oi^anised,  there  being  in  this  congregation  a 
Sabbath -school  association,  with  regular  bye-laws  and  fixed  terms  of  member- 
ship. There  are  26  teachers,  and  upwards  of  200  children  on  the  rolL  The 
teachers  meet  oa  Friday  evenings  for  prayer  and  preparation  of  the  lessons, 
and  again  at  the  close  of  the  Sabbath-work  for  prayer.  The  minister's  class 
is  attended  by  about  50  or  60  ;  the  Young  Men's  Sabbath  Morning  Fellowship 
Association  by  about  20.  The  teachers  occasionally  go  round  and  visit  tbe 
people  in  the  district  to  persuade  them  to  send  their  children  to  the  Sabbath- 
school.  The  children  get  150  copies  of  the  ChUdrerCs  Record^  and  50  copies  of 
the  Adviser,  Their  contributions  have  hitherto  been  given  to  home  objects,  but 
in  future  the  foreign  field  will  also  come  in  for  a  due  share  of  the  childjen's 
offerings. 

The  domestic  servants  connected  with  the  congregation  conduct  themselves,  as 
a  class,  in  a  way  thoroughly  becoming  the  gospel. 

The  session  has  happily  not  had  much  to  do  in  the  way  of  discipline.    Ths 
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only  sins  they  have  had  to  deal  with  in  the  way  of  church  censure  are  intemper- 
ance and  undeanness,  and  occasions  for  sach  dealing  have  not  been  frequent. 

The  deputies,  after  conferring  with  II  of  the  elders  and  5  of  the  deacons, 
addressed  a  meeting  of  the  congregation  attended  by  about  100,  exhorting  sleepers 
to  awake  and  Christians  to  be  watchful,  and  to  continue  in  Christ's  word,  that 
the  truth  might  make  them  free  indeed. 

ROBERT  G.  BALFOUR,  Minister. 

JAMES  MILLER^  Eider. 

Report  on  St.  Georob's  Road  Frbe  Church,  visited  by  Rev.  Dr.  Black  and 

Colonel  Young  on  Thursday,  2d  December  1880. 

1.  Arrangements  are  being  made  for  an  addition  to  the  eldership.  2.  The 
«lders  and  deacons  take  charge  of  their  districts,  and  are  interested  and  hearty  in 
their  work.  3.  Yes.  4.  There  are  no  district  prayer-meetings.  5.  The  young 
are  most  carefully  watched  over.  6.  A  Bible- woman  is  employed,  and  tract  dis- 
tributors visit  from  house  to  house.  An  evangelistic  meeting  is  held  on  Sabbath 
evening.  7  and  8.  This  congregation  is  in  a  lively  state  ;  there  has  not  been  a 
marked  revivaL  AU  meetings  are  well  attended.  9.  A  large  number  joined  the 
congregation  this  year,  as  weSl  as  an  encouraging  number  of  young  communioaats. 
A  Band  of  Hope  has  been  useful  as  a  means  of  leading  to  serious  thought.  10. 
There  is  a  good  attendance — but  in  the  afternoon.  11.  Fairly  attended.  Office- 
bearers take  part.  12.  Believed  to  be  general.  13.  Outwardly  well  observed. 
14.  Not  so  ^ell  observed  as  formerly.  15.  Walking  on  Sabbath  and  cars.  17. 
Each  family  gets  a  copy,  and  the  cause  of  missions  is  advocated.  18.  There  is  a 
Sabbath-school.  It  is  becoming  more  congregational  than  it  once  was.  110 
pupils.  19.  There  is  a  good  supply  of  excellent  teachers.  21.  Yes;  They  con- 
tribute to  the  mission  schemes.  22.  Those  connected  with  the  congregation  are 
highly  respectable.  23.  There  is  a  Bible-class  attended  by  120.  24.  Cases 
calling  for  discipline  are  very  rare.  There  is  a  Dorcas  Society  ;  also  a  singing- 
«lass.     The  Band  of  Hope  is  conducted  by  an  elder.     There  are  300  on  the  rolL 

Repobt  on  Lyon  Stbeet,  visited  on  9th  December  1880  by  the  Rev.  Pbofbsbob 

Blajkib  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Fbaskb. 

There  is  at  present  12  elders  and  12  deacons,  being  rather  few,  but  there  is  to 
be  an  addition  to  the  number,  the  full  complement  required  being  40.  The  con- 
gregation is  well  visited  when  the  staff  of  office-bearers  is  f  ulL  The  elders  dia- 
tribute  communion  cards  at  least  three  times  a  year.  For  gathering  in  those 
outside  there  is  a  system  of  tract  distribution,  and  in  some  districts  the  families 
are  gathered  by  the  elders.  There  is  also  the  labour  of  a  city  missionary  with  a 
staff  of  assistants,  but  as  a  great  proportion  of  the  people  in  the  district  are  Roman 
Catholics  the  work  is  difficult.  There  were  special  services  in  March  last,  when 
there  were  several  cases  of  awakening.  Two  years  ago  there  were  special  services 
from  which  there  has  been  special  fruit.  There  are  hopeful  signs  and  causes  of 
<liscouragement  in  the  pastoral  work.  The  attendance  at  the  Bible-class  is 
encouraging.  The  attendance  at  public  worship  is  meagre  in  the  forenoon, 
about  200,  but  encouraging  in  the  afternoon,  when  there  is  an  attendance  of  fully 
500.  The  attendance  at  the  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  improving  ;  it 
ranges  from  40  to  60.  It  is  not  known  to  what  extent  family  worship  is  obsc^ed, 
nor  whether  family  catechising  is  observed.  There  are  no  si>ecial  forms  of  sin. 
There  is  the  too  common  sin  of  drunkenness,  and  on  Sabbath  there  are  a  good 
many  open  shops.  Missionary  Records  are  supplied  to  those  who  wish  them. 
There  are  about  50  copies  taken  and  paid  for  by  those  who  take  them.  Th« 
duty  of  missions  is  enforced.  There  is  a  Sabbath-school  attended  by  between 
200  and  300.  There  are  36  teachers.  The  teachers  meet  for  prayer  after  the 
school,  and  they  meet  monthly  for  business  and  for  prayer.  There  is  a  Band  of 
Hope  attended  by  district  children.  ChUdren^s  Missionary  Records  are  supplied 
to  the  children.     They  contribute  weekly  for  mission  purposes.     There  ham 
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been  few  cases  of  discipline ;  these  have  been  for  the  sin  of  f omicatioD,  and  one 
or  two  have  been  dealt  with  for  drunkenness. 

The  deputies  were  much  gratified  by  the  attendance  of  office-bearen,  and  ilio 
with  the  attendance  at  the  meeting  with  the  congregation. 

Report  on  North  Woodsidi-:,  visited  on  30th  November  1880  by  Rer.  Dr. 

BuLCK  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Fraber. 

The  number  of  office-bearers  is  not  at  present  sufficient,  there  heing  onlyt 
elders  and  10  deacons,  while  the  congregation  is  divided  into  fifteen  districti 
and  there  are  in  consequence  some  vacant  districts.  The  elders  visit  qnartc^ 
and  also  in  cases  of  sickness — some  of  the  deacons  alternative  with  the  coUk 
tors  in  collecting  the  contributions.  There  are  no  regular  district  prayer-ned 
ings  conducted  by  elders.  Special  care  is  taken  of  the  children.  For  gathen 
those  who  have  fallen  away  there  is  a  system  of  tract  distribution — 800  montiit 
The  people  are  invited  to  come  to  church.  An  evangelistic  meeting  is  hdd ; 
the  open  air,  and  from  it  an  adjournment  is  made  to  the  church.  There  ii  i 
special  revival  nor  blessing  to  the  extent  longed  for,  but  cases  of  interest  are  m 
with  in  connection  with  applications  for  admission  to  communion.  In  spring 
1880  there  were  special  meetings,  and  there  were  some  cases  of  conveni 
through  these  services.  The  chief  discouragement  arises  from  the  migrito 
character  of  the  people.  The  pastor  finds  great  satisfaction  in  visiting  amo 
the  people.  The  attendance  in  the  forenoon  is  thin,  but  good  in  the  aftemoi 
The  congregation  consists  almost  entirely  of  the  working  classes,  among  wb( 
the  custom  seems  to  be  growing  of  absence  from  forenoon  service.  Wed 
prayer-meeting  is  not  well  attended,  but  it  includes  a  good  number  of  men. 
is  believed  that  family  worship  is  not  generally  observed.  Outwardly  the  & 
bath  is  well  observed.  It  is  not  known  to  what  extent  the  practice  of  fam 
catechising  prevails.  There  are  no  special  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  or  otl 
sins  prevalent,  outward  behaviour  being  good.  About  30  or  40  receive  a 
pay  for  monthly  Record,  The  duty  of  contributing  is  enforced.  The  congre; 
tional  Sabbath -school  is  well  organised,  average  144,  and  increasing.  There  i 
21  teachers  who  meet  on  Sabbath  morning  for  lessons  and  for  prayer  after  aclu 
is  dismissed.  In  visiting  the  district  children  are  invited  to  the  Sabbath-tdi( 
The  children  are  well  supplied  with  the  Missionary  Record^  and  .there  ii  ab' 
quarterly  missionary  meeting,  and  addresses  given  on  the  subject.  The  condit 
of  domestic  servants  connected  with  the  congregation  is  highly  satisfacto 
Christian  characters  consistent,  and  one  of  tlie  elders  holds  a  weekly  meeti 
for  these.  There  are  few  cases  of  discipline  in  the  congregation,  except  ao 
cases  of  persons  applying  for  membership  where  there  had  been  the  sin  of  in 
nuptial  fornication. 

The  deputies  were  much  gratified  by  their  visit  to  this  congregatioB,  ^ 
attendance  at  the  congregational  meeting  being  the  largest  of  any  of  tk 
visited  by  the  deputies. 

Report  on  Kelvinside,  visited  on  1st  December  1880  by  Rev.  Dr.  Black  ai 

Mr.  G.  C.  Fraser. 

There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  office-bearers,  the  congregation  being  difi 
into  22  districts  fully  supplied.  The  elders  cUstribute  commnnion  caidt  qi 
terly,  and  they  also  visit  in  cases  of  sickness.  The  deacons  assist  in  ooUad 
the  contributions.  There  are  no  district  prayer-meetings  conducted  by  sld 
Special  interest  is  taken  in  the  children.  For  gathering  in  tbose  who  have  ft 
away  from  church-going  habits  there  has  been  in  operation  all  the  usual  macUi 
of  a  mission  district,  the  congregational  mission  having  been  now  eiectad  is) 
sanctioned  charge.  There  has  been  no  special  revival  since  the  rnit  of 
Moody.  There  have  been  special  services  but  no  definite  resnlts.  Noip 
discouragements  in  pastoral  work,  but  as  an  encoumgement  moos  of  tail 
oome  to  light  specially  in  connection  with  admission  to  the  Lord's  Snppv.  ' 
attendance  at  tlie  morning  service  is  very  good,  bnt  not  so  well  in  the  ^ — 
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'  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  relatively  well  attended,  about  150 
nt.  It  IB  entirely  conducted  by  the  minister.  It  is  believed  that 
ihip  ia  generally  obaerved.  Outwardly  the  Sabbath  is  well  observed, 
whether  family  catechising  on  Sabbath  evening  exists.  There  are 
forma  of  Sabbath  desecration  or  other  sins  prevalent.  Every  mem- 
lerent  gets  a  copy  of  the  Missionary  Record^  the  expense  being  met 
oUection.  The  duty  of  contributing  is  enforced.  There  are  two  well- 
kbbath-schools,  one  in  the  morning  and  another  in  the  afternoon, 
Imost  entirely  conducted  by  office-bearers.  There  is  also  a  Sabbath- 
Bcted  with  the  Mission.  There  is  an  attendance  of  80  in  the  morning, 
iftemoon,  and  260  at  the  Mission  schooL  There  is  a  meeting  of  the 
prayer  after  evening  school,  but  there  is  no  meeting  for  preparation 
The  children  are  well  supplied  with  the  Missionary  Record^  and  their 
nissionary  work  is  sustained,  a  collection  being  made  every  evening. 
3rvants  connected  with  the  congregation  are  of  high  respectability. 
r*8  Bible-class  on  Sabbath  evenings  largely  consists  of  domestic  ser- 
;re  have  been  few  cases  of  discipline  in  the  congregation,  and  these 
saes  of  antenuptial  fornication. 

I  special  class  in  the  Sabbath-school  for  young  men,  and  the  minister 
lot  young  men  on  Sabbath  evening. 

of  ^e  ladies  connected  with  the  congregation  has  a  class  specially  for 
Vbout  40  attend,  and  the  teacher  takes  8|)ecial  interest  in  them. 
i  Young  Men's  Association,  Young  Women's  Class,  Literary  Society 
m\>ers,  and  a  special  work  among  girls  carried  on  by  a  lady  connected 
agregation.  The  young  women  receive  scriptural  instruction,  and  are 
their  temporal  concerns  as  well  as  spiritual. 

I  East  Park,  visited  on  6th  December  1880  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Black 

and  Mr.  G.  C.  Fraser. 

a  sufficient  supply  of  office-bearers,  6  elders,  and  6  deacons.  The 
a  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  each  elder  and  deacon  having 
is  own  district.  The  deacons  call  on  new  members  of  the  congrega- 
e  are  occasional  kitchen  meetings,  and  on  Sabbath  evening  a  meeting 
hall,  for  the  conducting  of  which  the  elders  hold  themselves  rcspon- 
iial  care  is  taken  of  the  children,  and  many  of  the  office-bearers  he- 
rs. The  Sabbath  evening  meeting  is  specially  intended  for  those  who 
from  church-going  habits,  and  there  is  also  tract  distribution.  There 
I  services  last  year,  but  nothing  particular  came  out  of  them.  In 
re  have  been  found  some  encouraging  cases  of  interest  in  Divine 
e  attendance  on  ordinances  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  very  satisfactory, 
>n  attendance  being  best.  The  attendance  at  the  weekly  congrega- 
3r-meeting  is  variable,  but  relatively  very  good.  It  is  believed  that 
nee  of  family  worship  is  general  amongst  the  members.  The  Sabbath 
y  observed  very  well  by  those  connected  with  the  congregation. 
0  special  forms  of  sin  prevalent.  All  the  families  receive  the  Mis- 
>rd,  liberal  help  being  given  by  a  friend  of  the  congregation.  There 
od  Sabbath-school  held  in  a  halL  There  are  about  20  teachers,  but 
teachers'  meeting.  The  children  are  ^ell  supplied  with  the  Mis- 
n-d,  and  distribute  annually  the  amount  raised  for  mission  purposes. 
IT  endeavours  to  get  domestic  servants  to  attend  his  Bible-class, 
been  very  few  if  any  cases  of  discipline. 

[KNS,  visited  on  Tth  December  1880,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Black  and  Mr. 

6.  C.  Eraser. 

i  20  elders  and  16  deacons,  and  a  fresh  ordination  aboiit  to  take 

congregation  is  divided  into  22  districts.     The  families  are  well 

he  office-bearers.     There  are  i  o  district  prayer-meetings  conducted 

rs.    Special  interest  is  taken  in  the  children.     Several  young  men 
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been  few  cases  of  discipline ;  these  have  been  for  the  sin  of  fornication,  and  one 
or  two  have  been  dealt  with  for  druokenness. 

The  deputies  were  much  gratified  by  the  attendance  of  office-bearers,  and  also 
with  the  attendance  at  the  meeting  with  the  congregation. 

RxroRT  on  North  Woodside,  visited  on  30th  November  1880  by  Rev.  Dr. 

BuLCK  and  Mr.  G.  C.  Fraser. 

The  number  of  office-bearers  is  not  at  present  sufficient,  there  being  only  8 
elders  and  10  deacons,  while  the  congregation  is  divided  into  fifteen  districts, 
and  there  are  in  consequence  some  vacant  districts.  The  elders  visit  quarterly 
and  also  in  cases  of  sickness — some  of  the  deacons  alternative  with  the  collec- 
tors in  collecting  the  contributions.  There  are  no  regular  district  prayer-meet- 
ings  conducted  by  elders.  Special  care  is  taken  of  the  children.  For  gathering 
those  who  have  fallen  away  there  is  a  system  of  tract  distribution — 800  monthly. 
The  people  are  invited  to  come  to  church.  An  evangelistio  meeting  is  held  in 
the  open  air,  and  from  it  an  adjournment  is  made  to  the  church.  There  is  no 
special  revival  nor  blessing  to  the  extent  longed  for,  but  cases  of  interest  are  met 
with  in  connection  with  applications  for  admission  to  communion.  In  spring  of 
1880  there  were  special  meetings,  and  there  were  some  cases  of  conversion 
through  these  services.  The  chief  discouragement  arises  from  the  migratory 
character  of  the  people.  The  pastor  finds  great  satisfaction  in  visiting  among 
the  people.  The  attendance  in  the  forenoon  is  thin,  but  good  in  the  afternoon. 
The  congregation  consists  almost  entirely  of  the  working  classes,  among  whom 
the  custom  seems  to  be  growing  of  absence  from  forenoon  service.  Weekly 
prayer-meeting  is  not  well  attended,  but  it  includes  a  good  number  of  men.  It 
is  believed  that  family  worship  is  not  generally  observed.  Outwardly  the  Sab- 
bath is  well  observed.  It  is  not  known  to  what  extent  the  practice  of  family 
catechising  prevails.  There  are  no  special  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  or  other 
sins  prevalent,  outward  behaviour  being  good.  About  30  or  40  receive  and 
pay  for  monthly  Record,  The  duty  of  contributing  is  enforced.  The  congrega- 
tional Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  average  144,  and  increasing.  There  are 
21  teachers  who  meet  on  Sabbath  morning  for  lessons  and  for  prayer  after  school 
is  dismissed.  In  visiting  the  district  children  are  invited  to  the  Sabbath-school 
The  children  are  well  supplied  with  the  Missionary  Record,  and  .there  ia  also  a 
quarterly  missionary  meeting,  and  addresses  given  on  the  subject.  The  condition 
of  domestic  servants  connected  with  the  congregation  is  highly  satisfactory. 
Christian  characters  consistent,  and  one  of  the  elders  holds  a  weekly  meeting 
for  these.  There  are  few  cases  of  discipline  in  the  congregation,  except  some 
cases  of  persons  applying  for  membership  where  there  had  been  the  sin  of  ante- 
nuptial fornication. 

The  deputies  were  much  gratified  by  their  visit  to  this  congregation,  the 
attendance  at  the  congregational  meeting  being  the  largest  of  any  of  those 
visited  by  the  deputies. 

Report  on  Kelyikside,  visited  on  1st  December  1880  by  Rev.  Dr.  Black  and 

Mr.  G.  C.  Fraser. 

There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  office-bearers,  the  congregation  being  divided 
into  22  districts  fully  supplied.  The  elders  cUstribute  communion  cards  quar- 
terly, and  they  also  visit  in  cases  of  sickness.  The  deacons  assist  in  collecting 
the  contributions.  There  are  no  district  prayer-meetings  conducted  by  elders. 
Special  interest  is  taken  in  the  children.  For  gathering  in  those  who  have  fallen 
away  from  church-going  habits  there  has  been  in  operation  all  the  usual  machinery 
of  a  mission  district,  the  congregational  mission  having  been  now  erected  into  a 
sanctioned  charge.  There  has  been  no  special  revival  since  the  visit  of  Mr. 
Moody.  There  have  been  special  services  but  no  definite  results.  No  special 
discouragements  in  pastoral  work^  but  as  an  encouragement  cases  of  interest 
come  to  light  specially  in  connection  with  admission  to  the  Lord's  Supper.  The 
attendance  at  tiie  morning  service  is  very  good,  but  not  so  well  in  the  aftemoon* 
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The  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting  xb  relatively  well  attended,  about  150 
being  present.  It  ia  entirely  conducted  by  the  minister.  It  is  believed  that 
family  worship  is  generally  observed.  Outwardly  the  Sabbath  is  well  observed. 
Not  known  whether  family  catechising  on  Sabbath  evening  exists.  There  are 
no  special  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  or  other  sins  prevalent.  Every  mem- 
ber and  adherent  gets  a  copy  of  the  Missionary  Record,  the  expense  being  met 
by  annual  collection.  The  duty  of  contributing  is  enforced.  There  are  two  well- 
equipped  Sabbath-schools,  one  in  the  morning  and  another  in  the  afternoon, 
which  are  almost  entirely  conducted  by  office-bearers.  There  is  also  a  Sabbath- 
school  connected  with  the  Mission.  There  is  an  attendance  of  80  in  the  morning, 
300  in  the  afternoon,  and  260  at  the  Mission  school.  There  is  a  meeting  of  the 
teachers  for  prayer  after  evening  school,  but  there  is  no  meeting  for  preparation 
of  lessons.  The  children  are  well  supplied  with  the  Missionary  Record^  and  their 
interest  in  missionary  work  is  sustained,  a  collection  being  made  every  evening. 
Domestic  servants  connected  with  the  congregation  are  of  high  respectability. 
The  minister's  Bible-class  on  Sabbath  evenings  largely  consists  of  domestic  ser- 
vants. There  have  been  few  cases  of  discipline  in  the  congregation,  and  these 
have  been  cases  of  antenuptial  fornication. 

There  is  a  special  class  in  the  Sabbath-school  for  young  men,  and  the  minister 
has  a  class  for  young  men  on  Sabbath  evening. 

And  one  of  Ihe  ladies  connected  with  the  congregation  has  a  class  specially  for 
servants.     About  40  attend,  and  the  teacher  takes  special  interest  in  them. 

There  is  a  Young  Men's  Association,  Young  Women's  Class,  Literary  Society 
with  30  members,  and  a  special  work  among  girls  carried  on  by  a  lady  connected 
with  the  congregation.  The  young  women  receive  scriptural  instruction,  and  are 
cared  for  in  their  temporal  concerns  as  well  as  spiritual. 

Kepobt  on  East  Park,  visited  on  6th  December  1880  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Black 

and  Mr.  6.  C.  Eraser. 

There  is  a  sufficient  supply  of  office-bearers,  6  elders,  and  6  deacons.  The 
congregation  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  each  elder  and  deacon  having 
charge  of  his  own  district.  The  deacons  call  on  new  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion. There  are  occasional  kitchen  meetings,  and  on  Sabbath  evening  a  meeting 
is  held  in  a  hall,  for  the  conducting  of  which  the  elders  hold  themselves  respon- 
aible.  Special  care  is  taken  of  the  children,  and  many  of  the  office-bearers  be- 
come teachers.  The  Sabbath  evening  meeting  is  specially  intended  for  those  who 
have  fallen  from  church-going  habits,  and  there  is  also  tract  distribution.  There 
were  special  services  last  year,  but  nothing  particular  came  out  of  them.  In 
Tisiting  there  have  been  found  some  encouraging  cases  of  interest  in  Divine 
things.  The  attendance  on  ordinances  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  very  satisfactory, 
the  afternoon  attendance  being  best.  The  attendance  at  the  weekly  congrega- 
tional prayer-meeting  is  variable,  but  relatively  very  good.  It  is  believed  that 
the  observance  of  family  worship  is  general  amongst  the  members.  The  Sabbath 
is  outwardly  observed  very  well  by  those  connected  with  the  congregation. 
There  are  no  special  formes  of  sin  prevalent.  All  the  families  receive  the  Mis- 
sionary Record,  liberal  help  being  given  by  a  friend  of  the  congregation.  There 
is  a  very  good  Sabbath-school  held  in  a  hall.  There  are  about  20  teachers,  but 
there  is  no  teachers'  meeting.  The  children  are  well  supplied  with  the  Mis- 
sionary Record,  and  distribute  annually  the  amount  raised  for  mission  puqioses. 
The  minister  endeavours  to  get  domestic  servants  to  attend  his  Bible-class. 
There  have  been  very  few  if  any  casea  of  discipline. 

St.  Stephens,  visited  on  1th  December  1880,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Black  and  Mr, 

G.  C.  Eraser. 

There  are  20  elders  and  16  deacons,  and  a  fresh  ordination  about  to  take 
place.  The  congregation  is  divided  into  22  districts.  The  families  are  well 
visited  by  the  office-bearers.  There  are  i  o  district  prayer-meetings  conducted 
by  the  elders.     Special  interest  is  taken  in  the  children.     Several  young  men 
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connected  with  the  congregation  visit  those  who  have  fallen  from  chnrchogoing 
habits,   and  there  is  a  well  wrought  system  of   tract  distrtbation  by  ladies* 
society.     There  have  been  individual  cases  of  conversion  among  young  men. 
There  were  special  services  held  last  year,  but  no  special  result  followed  from 
them.     There  have  been  cases  of  persons  in  advanced  life  applying  for  admission 
to  the  Lord's  Sapper.     The  attendance  at  both  diets  of  worship  on  the  Lord's 
Day  is  good  and  on  the  increase.     The  attendance  at  the  weekly  prayer-meeting 
is  relatively  good,  being  from  50  to  100.     The  elders  take  part  in  the  meeting. 
It  is  not  known  whether  family  worship  is  generally  observed  among  the  families 
connected  with  the  congregation.     The   Sabbath  is  outwardly  well   obeerved 
among  the  congregation,  but  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church  some  small  ahope  are 
open.     The  congregation  is  well  supplied  with  the  Missionary  Beeord,  275  copies 
being  given,  the  expense  being  met  by  collection.     The  minister  enforoes  the 
duty  of  giving  to  missions.      There  is  a  good  Sabbath-school,  attended  by 
about  340,  and  at  present  well  supplied  with  teachers.     There  are   monthly 
meetings  of  the  teachers  for  prayer  and  business.     The  children  are  sappUed 
with  the  Missionary  Record,  and  they  contribute  £20  a  year  for  mission  pur- 
poses.    The  character  of  domestic  servants  connected  with  the  congregation  is 
very  satisfactory.     A  class  for  these  is  in  contemplation.     There  have  been  no 
cases  of  discipline  for  twelve  months.     Active  work  is  done  by  the  ladies  in 
the  congregation.     One  of  the  elders  has  a  Bible-class  for  young  men,  with  an 
attendance  of  about  20.     There  is  a  young  men's  Literary  Society  and  a  young 
men's  morning  class  both  well  attended.     There  is  also  a  Temperance  Society, 
and   a  Band   of   Hope.     The  minister  has  a  service  for  the  children  once  a 
month. 

The  deputies  were  much  gratified  by  the  large  attendance  of  office-bearers 
at  their  meeting  with  them,  and  the  marked  interest  which  they  seemed  to  take 
in  the  prosperity  of  the  coDgregation. 

Marvhill,  visited  on  ^th  December  1 880  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Melviujs,  and 

Mr.  G.  C.  Frasbr. 

There  is  a  good  staff  of  office-bearers  in  this  congregation,  13  elders  and  9 
deacons,  and  they  are  in  course  of  election  of  six  additional  deacons.  The  elden 
visit  quarterly  with  communion  cards,  and  also  in  cases  of  sickness.  The  deacons 
visit  half-yearly.  There  are  several  district  prayer-meetings  in  addition  to  the 
congregational  prayer-meeting.  The  office-bearers  interest  themselves  in  the 
young.  There  have  been  tokens  of  the  Lord's  blessing,  and  in  connection  with 
special  services  there  have  been  clear  cases  of  conversion.  There  is  an  average 
attendance  of  about  50  at  the  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting.  The 
attendance  at  public  worship  is  not  very  good  in  the  forenoon,  but  good  in  the 
afternoon.  There  are  Bible-classes  and  Foundry  Boys'  meeting  on  Sabbath 
forenoon.  It  is  believed  that  family  worship  is  generally  observed  in  the  con- 
gregation. The  Sabbath  is  well  observed  among  the  congregation,  but  in  the 
district  several  shops  are  open.  It  is  not  known  whether  family  catechising  is 
generally  observed.  Sixty  copies  of  the  Missionary  Record  are  distributed  to 
heads  of  families.  There  are  four  Sabbath-schools,  one  of  them  a  mission-school 
The  teachers  meet  for  prayer  but  not  for  preparation  of  the  lesson.  There  is  so 
ej'stematic  visiting  for  gathering  in  children.  The  children  are  supplied  with 
the  Missionary  Record,  and  interest  taken  in  Mission  work.  There  have  been 
very  few  cases  of  discipline.  The  prevailing  sin  in  the  district  is  drunkenness 
A  very  earnest  spirit  seems  to  pervade  this  congregation,  and  the  ministerial 
work  to  be  prospering. 

Westbourks,  visited  \st  December  1880,  by  Rev.  Dr.  Black. 

There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  office-bearers,  7  elders  and  5  deacons,  the  con- 
gregation divided  into  seven  districts.  The  elders  visit  the  sick,  and  the  deacons 
visit  the  people  regarding  the  Sustentation  and  other  funds.  There  sre  no  dis- 
trict prayer-meetings  conducted  by  office-bearers.     The  office-bearers  iniereit 
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themselves  in  the  young.  There  has  been  no  special  revival  of  the  work  of  God 
in  the  congregation.  The  attendance  in  the  afternoon  is  not  so  good  as  in  the  fore- 
noon. Aboat  one-fifth  of  the  members  attend  the  congregational  prayer-meet- 
ing. It  is  b^ieved  that  family  worship  is  almost  universally  observed.  The 
8abbatb  is  well  observed.  It  is  believed  that  the  families  are  well  attended  to 
by  the  heads  of  families.  There  are  no  special  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  or 
any  special  forms  of  sin.  A  copy  of  the  Missionary  Jiecard  is  provided  for  each 
family,  and  paid  from  church  funds.  The  claims  of  missions  are  enforced  when 
necessary.  There  is  no  Sabbath-schooL  There  are  no  special  means  adopted  for 
servants,  but  the  session  have  the  matter  before  them.  The  minister  has  a 
Bible-class  fairly  attended.  There  is  a  Literary  Society.  A  Ladies'  Dorcas 
Society  is  in  operation,  and  a  Bible-woman  about  to  be  employed. 

Anderston  Fret  Ckureh. — Meeting  with  office-bearers,  29th  November  1880. — 
Deputies,  Rev.  Dr.  Black,  Mr.  G.  0.  Fraser. 

1.  Tes;  17  elders  and  19  deacons.  Addition  to  number  contemplated.  2. 
Yes ;  Deacons  call  twice  a  year  for  contributions  to  Sustentation  Fund.  3.  Yes ; 
Three  times  a  year  with  conmiunion  cards,  also  in  cases  of  sickness.  4.  No 
•district  elders'  prayer-meetings,  but  elders  take  part  in  congregational  prayer- 
meeting,  and  conduct  it  in  the  minister's  absence.  5.  In  their  visits  the  elders 
inquire  about  the  state  of  the  young.  6.  Not  applicable.  7.  Sabbath  services 
highly  appreciated.  Attendance  equally  good  at  both  diets.  Spirit  of  Christian 
liberaLity.  Addition  of  130  to  communion  roll  during  last  year ;  of  these  33  for 
the  first  time.  8.  Fortnight's  special  meetings  addressed  by  agent  of  the  London 
Evangelisation  Society.  Fairly  attended,  several  cases  of  conversion.  9.  Kindly 
received  by  the  people,  and  a  readiness  to  be  spoken  to  on  spiritual  matters. 
10.  Good  attendance  and  increasing.  11.  Well  attended,  and  by  all  classes. 
12.  Family  worship  generally  observed.  13.  Yes;  Among  the  congregation. 
14.  No  definite  answer.  15.  Not  applicable.  16.  No;  Gases  of  discipline 
exceedingly  rare.  Only  one.  17.  Every  family  or  seat-holder  gets  a  copy,  400 
in  all.  The  expense  is  met  by  a  proportion  from  the  different  funds.  Missions 
enforced.  18.  Two  congregational  Sabbath-schools,  morning  and  evening, 
Attendance  at  both  almost  entirely  congregational — about  100  on  the  roll  of 
each — and  an  average  attendance  at  each  of  about  80.  Also  in  the  hall  of  the 
old  church  a  Sabbath-school  of  about  70.  19.  Yes  ;  Eleven  at  the  morning,  10 
at  the  evening,  and  8  or  9  at  old  church.  No  meeting  for  the  preparation  of 
lessons.  Meeting  for  prayer  at  the  close  of  evening  school.  20.  The  district 
was  canvassed  for  scholars.  21.  Children  get  a  copy  of  Monthly  Record, 
'Collection  each  Sabbath  for  four  consecutive  weeks  for  an  object  connected  with 
Home  Missions — and  for  the  next  four  weeks  for  Foreign  Missions — and  so  on 
alternately.  22.  Domestic  servants  connected  with  the  congregation  said  to  be 
•of  most  consistent  Christian  character.  23.  It  is  intended  to  have  a  ladies' 
•class  for  these.     24.  As  before  stated,  there  has  been  only  one  case  of  discipline. 

Other  toork. — Fellowship  meeting  for  young  men.  Ladies*  work  Society. 
Young  Men's  Literary  Society.  Course  of  Lectures.  Minister's  Bible-class  for 
both  sexes.     Attendance  nearly  200. 

Mission  District. — Large  number  of  Roman  Catholics,  under  200  nominal  Pro- 
testants.    Missionary  employed  who  gives  in  quarterly  reports. 

Clothing  Society.  Also  about  half  a  dozen  mothers'  meetings,  which  are  of  a 
religious  nature.  Each  is  conducted  by  a  lady.  Only  those  who  attend  these 
meetings  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  Clothing  Society. 

Two  children's  churches,  attendances  60  and  120.  Several  Sabbath-schools, 
attendances,  240.  The  district  is  being  sub-divided  into  manageable  ladies' 
-districts.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  recently  dispensed.  Some  sat  down  who  had 
not  done  so  for  many  years.  Four  religious  meetings  in  the  district  during  the 
week. 

General. — Sabbath-school  Association.  Meets  monthly.  Reports  of  schools 
given  in.  Library  for  congregational  children.  Library  for  Mission  district  chil- 
dren.   Praise-meeting  for  congregational  children.     PraLse-meeting  for  Mission. 
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K  INNING  Park,  visited  by  Rev.  Gordon  Webster,  Girvan,  and 
Mr.  J.  0.  KoBERTSON,  £lder,  Glasgow,  December  6,  1880. 

There  has  beeo  a  new  settlement  in  this  charge — the  minister,  Rev.  Aichihald 
Russell,  having  been  recently  translated  from  Gourock.  We  found  the  aspect  of 
things  such  as  might  be^expected  in  the  circumstances — office-bearers  and  people 
in  good  heart  commencing  once  more  afresh,  and  looking  forward  with 
expectation. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  conference  with  office-bearers ;  and  both 
elders  and  deacons  seemed  interested  in  the  various  aspects  of  congregational 
life  and  work  which  the  Assembly's  queries  broughb  before  us. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-sdiool  is  large,  and  there  is  also  a  district  missioD 
school,  and  altogether  there  are  50  teachers  engaged  in  the  work  of  training  the 
young. 

There  is  a  missionary,  and  several  meetings  and  agencies  of  a  missioiiary  and 
evangelistic  character  are  regularly  at  work. 

The  ordinary  attendance  at  church  and  prayer-meeting  is  good. 

We  had  a  large  meeting  of  the  congregation,  which  we  both  addressed,  and 
altogether  we  were  very  favourably  impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  work 
of  this  congregation,  and  with  their  prospects  under  the  new  ministry  which  has 
just  coimnenoed. 

•  GORDON  WEBSTER. 

Paisley  Road,  Rev.  John  Riddell*s,  visited  by  Rev.  Gordon  Websteb,  Girvan, 
and  Mr.  J.  C.  Roberi-son,  Elder,  Glasgow,  December  7, 1880. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  conference  with  office-bearers,  though  the 
hour,  7  P.M.,  was  earlier  than  they  were  used  to,  and  not  very  suitable  for  the 
district.  Dr.  Adam  was  present  with  us,  and  took  part  also  in  the  subsequent 
meetings,  addressing  the  workers,  and  also  the  congregation. 

The  office-bearers  impressed  us  very  favourably  ;  they  took  part  in  the  confer- 
ence, and  answered  the  queries  readily,  and  it  was  manifest  that  individually, 
and  altogether,  they  were  taking  an  active  part  in  all  the  work  of  the  church. 
The  elders  visit  the  congregation  quarterly  in  connection  with  the  communion 
chiefly ;  and  the  deacons  also  quarterly,  and  in  connection  with  foreign  missions. 

Conferences  are  held  from  time  to  time  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  congregir 
tion  and  the  state  of  the  district.  The  young  men  co-operate  heartily  in  the 
work  with  the  minister  and  office-bearers.  There  seemed  to  be  an  awakenedness 
of  spirit  in  regard  to  the  special  character  and  needs  of  the  district,  and  an 
adaptation  of  means  and  machinery  to  the  work  to  be  done. 

The  minister  stated  that  there  had  not  been  a  month,  since  his  ministry  in 
the  district  commenced,  without  spiritual  concern  among  the  people,  and 
personal  dealing  with  anxious  inquirers. 

An  interesting  feature  of  the  work  was  the  classes  for  the  young,  which  are 
large  and  varied  in  their  character,  and  very  well  calculated  to  keep  np  the 
continuity  of  church  connection,  especially  at  the  critical  stages  when  the 
children  are  passing  from  the  Sabbath -school  to  the  Bible-class,  and  again  from 
the  Bible-class  to  the  general  body  of  the  congregation. 

The  congregational  meeting  was  well  attended,  and  presented  an  appearance 
in  keeping  with  that  of  the  office-bearers. 

We  enjoyed  the  visit  much,  and  carried  away  with  us  a  lively  sense  of  how 
much  may  be  done,  and  how  many  lines  of  usefiUness  and  activity  maybe  worked 
where  minister  and  people  are  aUve  to  their  necessity  and  fitly  framed  t(>gether 
for  the  purpose.  ^^ 

GORDON  WEBSTER. 

St.  Mary*8,  Govan :  Rev.  Robert  Howie. — Visited  by  Rev.  Gordon  Websiek, 
Girvan,  and  Bailie  Dickson,  Glasgow. — December  8,  1880. 

We  had  a  most  interesting  conference  with  a  very  large  body  of  office-bearsrs, 
both  elders  and  deacons.     The  minister  had  scarcely  to  open  his  month,  as  the 
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office-bearers  evinced  a  most  intelligent  acquaintance  with,  and  interest  in,  all 
the  various  aspects  of  congregational  life  and  work  we  had  to  bring  before  them. 
They  answered  all  the  queries  in  a  way  that  showed  them  to  be  a  body  of  men 
habitually  and  actively  engaged  in  all  the  practical  work  of  the  church. 

The  congregation  is  visited  monthly  and  quarterly.  There  are  special  agencies 
for  gathering  in  the  young  of  the  district,  for  getting  the  ^'  new  comers  "  into 
connection  with  the  church,  and  reclaiming  those  who  have  fallen  away ;  and 
in  addition  to  district  meetings  and  pointed  reference  to  the  subject  by  the 
minister  from  time  to  time,  the  whole  district  is  constantly  visited  with  these 
objects  specially  in  view. 

The  classes  for  the  young  are  very  large,  and  most  efficiently  organised  and 
conducted.  In  regard  to  the  state  of  religion,  the  minister  was  able  to  speak  of 
many  cases  of  inquiry,  of  professions  of  conversion  in  connection  with  the  com- 
munion, and  indications  of  the  Spirit's  presence  and  power  in  the  regular  services 
of  the  church,  and  the  ordinary  work  of  the  congi'egation,  apart  altogether  from 
special  services.  The  minister  endeavours  to  promote  family  worship,  which  i» 
believed  to  be  very  general,  by  conversing  specially  on  the  subject  with  all  who 
join  the  church,  and  asking  them  as  to  their  practice  in  this  all-important 
matter. 

Not  one  of  all  the  four-and- twenty  queries  we  had  to  put  but  was  answered  in 
a  way  that  showed  the  fellowship  of  life  and  of  work  in  this  congregation  to  be 
a  reality  and  a  power  in  the  district.  The  congregation  is  really  a  body  fitly 
framed  together  and  compacted  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth,  and 
making  increase  through  the  effectual  working  of  the  grace  of  God  in  the 
measure  of  every  part. 

The  congregational  meeting  was  also  very  large,  though  the  night  was  far  from 
favo arable,  being  very  wet  and  cold.  We  both  addressed  the  people,  referring 
specially  to  the  more  important  of  the  results  elicited  at  the  conference. 
Altogether  we  had  a  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  work  of  this  congrega-' 
tion.  There  is  a  great  and  constant  awakenedness  of  interest  in  all  the  work  of 
the  Lord  which  is  being  carried  on  by  minister  and  people  with  much  energy, 
and  power,  and  great  success. 

GORDON  WEBSTER. 


REPORT  BY  THE  General  Assembly's  Deputies  appointed  to  visit  the 

Presbytery  of  Gbbkmock. 

Assembly  Deputies*  visit  to  Newark  Free  Church,  Port-Glasoow  ;  Depatiea, 
Rev.  John  M.  Sloan,  and  D.  MTherson,  Esq.,  Glasgow. 

Feb.  1th, — Held  a  conference  with  office-bearers  at  7  15  F.M.,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Baird  present,  and  4  elders  and  2  deacoos.  Congregational  meeting  at  8  o'clock, 
and  considering  the  extremely  unfavourable  weather,  there  was  a  fair  attendance. 

There  is  a  sufficient  staff  of  office-bearers,  12  elders  and  13  deacons.  The  con- 
gregation is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  and  these  the  office-bearers  regularly 
-visit ;  elders  four  times  a  year,  deacons  once  a  month.  There  are  several  district 
prayer-meetings  (kitchen)  which  are  soon  to  be  resumed,  and  one  congregational 
prayer-meeting. 

Evangelistic  meetings  are  held  nearly  every  Sabbath  evening  ;  and  though  there 
has  been  no  special  revival  in  connection  with  the  congregation  hopeful  results 
have  followed  from  these  meetings.  The  attendance  at  church  on  Sabbath  fore- 
noons is  not  regarded  as^quite  satisfactory,  though  a  good  many  of  the  congre- 
gation are  absent  at  that  time  through  being  engaged  in  work  among  the  young. 
The  afternoon  attendance  is  considered  satisfactory. 

The  weekly  prayer-meetings  are  not  so  well  attended,  from  20  to  30  assem- 
bling out  of  a  membership  of  300. 

The  district  meetings  (kitchen)  above  alluded  to  are  mostly  attended  by  non- 
chorch-goers.     It  is  believed  that  family  worship  is  pretty  generally  observed. 
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Sabbath  observance,  so  far  as  the  congregation  is  concerned,  is  good.  There 
are,  however,  many  Roman  Catholics  in  ti^e  town ;  and  Sabbath  quiet  is,  through 
their  habits,  interfered  with. 

No  special  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  were  indicated.  Intemperance,  we  were 
informed,  abounded  in  the  town.  The  congregation  has  a  Temperance  Associa- 
tion. TOl  lately  the  Monthly  Record  was  sappHed  ;  and  the  cause  of  missions  is 
occasionally  pled. 

The  congregational  Sabbath-school  is  well  attended  and  organised.  The  infsnt 
department  is  attended  by  about  50.  There  are  two  Bible-classes.  In  all  140 
on  the  rolL     There  are  teachers  in  plenty,  and  they  have  a  meeting  far  prayer. 

In  the  course  of  their  visitations  minister  and  elders  keep  an  eye  on  the  chil- 
dren with  a  view  to  gather  them  into  the  Sabbath-schooL  The  children  get  the 
Adviser  and  the  Day  spring  monthly.  Nothing  special  can  be  said  as  to  work 
among  servants,  though  the  Sabbath  evangelistic  services  attract  some  of  them. 
In  regard  to  discipline,  intemperance  alone  was  specified,  there  being  a  pleasing 
absence  of  other  grounds  of  dealing. 

On  the  whole,  considering  the  state  of  the  weather,  the  office-bearers  and  mem- 
bers showed  by  their  attendance  and  attention  a  marked  interest  in  the  deputies' 
visit)  and  gave  the  impression  of  being  pervaded  by  a  healthy  life.  Both 
^deputies  addressed  office-bearers  and  people,  and  the  Assembly's  interest  in  the 
oongregation's  spiritual  welfare  was  gratefully  acknowledged. 

JOHN  M.  SLOAN. 
DUNCAN  M'PHEBSON. 

AssEBiBLY  Deputies*  visit  to  Hamilton  Free  Church,  PoRT-GLAaoow ;  Bev. 
John  M.  Sloan,  James  H.  Dickson,  Esq.,  Glasgow. 

Feb,  Sth, — Deputies  met  with  office-bearers  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bell  at  7  15  p.m., 
6  elders  and  12  deacons  being  present.  At  8  o'clock  a  large  number  of  the  con- 
gregation assembled,  and  when  the  deputies  had  addressed  them,  and  the  meet- 
ing dispersed,  a  brief  conference  was  held  with  Sabbath-school  teachers,  etc. 
Everything  betokened  the  conlial  interest  taken  by  minister,  office-bearers,  and 
people  in  the  visit,  and  good  results  will,  we  trust,  accrue,  from  our  mission. 

The  staff  of  office-bearers  is  considered  sufficient ;  9  elders  and  15  deacons. 
The  office-bearers  have  districts,  but  from  tokens  only  being  used  there 
is  not  the  regularity  in  their  visitation  that  is  felt  to  be  desirable.  There  are  no 
^district  prayer-meetings  ;  and  the  congregational  prayer-meeting  has  been  for  i 
time  suspended  in  consideration  of  a  more  general  weekly  gathering  for  prayer  in 
the  usual  place  of  meeting.    There  is  some  prospect  however  of  its  being  resumed. 

There  has  been  no  special  work  of  revival,  and  nothing  definite  could  be 
noted  in  the  way  either  of  encouragements  or  discouragements  in  pastoral  work. 

Attendance  on  ordinances  said  to  be  good  in  the  afternoon,  several  being  en- 
gaged in  Christian  work  in  the  forenoon.  Family  worship  general,  though,  with 
some,  only  on  Sabbath.  A  good  deal  of  Sabbath  walking  in  the  town,  though* 
perhaps,  among  the  outlying  population.  A  large  migratory  working  daas  in  the 
town,  very  difficult  to  get  access  to,  and  yet  standing  much  in  need  of  miasionaif 
effort.  Cases  of  discipline  remarkably  rare,  though  intemperance  is  feared  to  he 
prevalent  in  the  town.  There  is  in  the  town  a  Bimd  of  Hojie,  not  congregatioul, 
in  which  some  of  the  elders  take  an  interest.  The  Monthly  Record  is  not  very 
widely  circulated. 

The  Sabbath-school  is  well  organised,  has  24  teachers.  They  meet  for  prayer 
at  close  of  school. '  ChildreiCs  Missionary  Record  is  well  circulated  ;  also  Cfttfi'' 
Companion  and  Dayspring.  Contributions  to  mission  objects  have  doubled. 
There  is,  in  the  Sabbath-school,  a  Bible-class  attended  by  18 ;  while  on  Monday 
evening  the  minister  has  a  class  of  about  200.  This  to  a  large  extent  suppliei 
the  want  of  a  congregational  prayer-meeting,  as  all  classes  attend  it. 

Minister  and  office-bearers  felt  it  difficult  to  give  any  distinct  estimate  of  the 
fipiritual  condition  of  the  congregation ;  though  they  are  concerned  about  th« 
coming  of  the  breath  that  blesses  from  on  high. 

JOHN  M.  SLOAN. 
JAMES  H.  DICKSON. 
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GouROCK,  viaited  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Cunnikohabc  and  Mr.  Macphsrson,  Glasgow. 

In  conference  with  the  office-bearers,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Rev.  D. 
Boyd,  Moderator,  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  that  notwithstanding  the 
disadvantages  incidental  to  the  existing  vacancy  in  the  congregation,  the  place 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  recently  translated  \o  Glasgow,  having  not  yet  been 
filled  up,  all  the  ordinary  agencies  of  congregational  life  and  enterprise  are  effi- 
ciently maintained.  The  suggestions  made  by  the  deputies  as  to  the  special 
duties  of  the  office-bearers  in  the  present  circumstances  were  very  cordially 
received. 

In  the  congregational  meeting  in  the  church,  and  in  the  meeting  of  Sabbath- 
school  teachers  and  other  workers,  there  was  a  very  encouraging  measure  of 
attendance,  and  manifest  interest  in  the  addresses  delivered  by  the  deputies. 

Inyxrsif,  visited  by  Rev.  J.  G.  CxnoriMGHAH. 

Notwithstanding  snow  lying  deep  on  the  roads,  and  very  tempestuous  weather, 
the  meetings  here  were  well  attended,  and  the  minister's  sympathy  with  the  object 
of  the  deputy's  visit  manifestly  pervaded  the  office-bearers  and  the  people.  The 
state  of  religion  in  the  district  presents  many  encouraging  evidences  that  the 
gospel  ministry  is  bearing  good  fruit.  The  congregation  is  not  large,  but  as 
large  as  can  be  reasonably  expected  in  the  district,  and  in  sunmier  the  church  is 
very  well  filled,  as  many  visitors  value  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Thomson.  The  deputy 
was  particularly  interested  in  the  combination  of  evangelical  warmth  with  scholarly 
thoroughness  in  the  pastoral  work.  In  the  training  of  his  Bible-class  Mr.  Thom- 
son makes  use  of  the  trjrpograph  with  the  happiest  effect. 

JOHN  GEO.  CUNNINGHAM. 

Report  of  DspUTixa  to  Wellpark  Frss  Church,  Greenock, 

on  February  10th,  1881. 

We  met  with  the  office-bearers,  the  workers,  and  the  congregation.  There  are 
420  communicants,  17  elders,  14  deacons,  29  Sabbath  teachers,  226  scholars, 
7  visitors  in  the  mission  district,  in  which  there  is  one  district  prayer-meeting. 
The  congregation  is  divided  into  manageable  districts,  which  are  regularly  visited 
by  the  office-bearers.  Nothing  special  is  reported  in  the  state  of  religion,  and 
there  has  been  no  special  revival.  The  attendance  at  forenoon  Sabbath  service 
and  the  prayer-meeting  is  not  considered  satisfactory  by  the  office-bearers.  They 
have  resolved  to  call  special  attention  to  family  worship,  as  they  are  not  quite 
sure  about  the  extent  to  which  it  prevails.  They  have  had  remarkably  few  cases 
of  discipline.  Our  meeting  was  held  on  a  very  stormy  evening,  and  was  attended 
by  about  90  or  100. 

P,S. — The  minister  had  just  returned  after  several  months*  absence  from  ill 
health. 

JAMES  WELLS,  MinUter, 

J.  R  SYMINGTON,  Elder, 

Frer  Middle  Church,  Greenock,  Rev.  Mr.  Johnstone's,  visited  Thursday,  10th 
February  1880  by  Rev.  A.  M'Rbnzie  and  J.  R.  Miller. 

Number  of  communicants  on  roll  620.  Congregation  divided  into  20  districts, 
all  of  manageable  extent.  At  present^  owing  to  recent  deaths,  etc.,  there  are 
only  16  elders,  bat  aa  some  of  the  distrlots  are  small,  several  of  the  elders  are 
quite  able  to  take  two  districts.  There  are  19  deacons  at  present.  The  districts  are 
visited  regularly  every  six  months.  JBlders  ocoaaionally  engage  in  religious  exerdses 
in  their  visiting.  No  district  prayer-meetings  are  held.  Family  worship  not 
thought  to  be  universaL  Elders  cannot  spei^  of  family  cateohisingv  but  fear  it 
has  fallen  very  much  into  disuse.  It  is  believed  that  nearly  all  the  children  of 
the  congregation  attend  soum  Sabbath-school,  though  not  the  congregational  one, 
as  it  is  too  great  a  distance  for  some  of  them.  The  congregational  Sabbath- 
school  numbers  142  on  roll,  with  10  male  and  9  female  teachers.  Th^re  is  a 
district  mission  superintended  by  a  lay  miasionary,  about  20  ladies  of  the  con- 


62  APPENNIX  TO  BEPORT  ON  THE  XX. 

gregatioD  act  as  Yisitors,  and  there  are  abont  aa  many  other  workers  connected 
with  the  mission.  Two  services  are  held  every  Sabbath,  viz.  afternoon  (attend- 
ance about  20 )i  and  evening  (attendance  abont  100).  A  Thursday  evening 
service  is  also  held.  There  is  also  a  singing-class,  a  temperance  meeting,  and  a 
Bible-class  attended  by  about  20  males  and  females.  There  are  also  several  kitchen 
meetings  throughout  district.  The  district  Sabbath-school  numbers  269,  with  a 
staff  of  30  teachers,  half  male  and  half  female.  At  present  there  are  8  or  10 
applicants  for  membership  in  the  congregation  from  the  district. 

The  Missionary  Jtecord  is  distributed  at  church  door  to  all  who  will  take  it. 
About  500  copies  are  thus  distributed.  Expense  defrayed  by  a  monthly  col- 
lection. 

The  spiritual  state  of  the  congregation  is  hopefuL  The  attendance  is  best 
on  Sabbath  afternoons.  The  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  well  attended, 
averaging  about  200.  Minister  would  like  to  see  more  of  the  yoong  people 
coming  forward  to  confess  Christ.  There  was  a  considerable  movement  daring 
Moody  and  Sankey*s  visit,  especially  among  the  young.  The  moral  tone  of  con- 
gregation is  all  that  can  be  desired.  No  cases  of  discipline  since  Mr.  Johnstone 
came  18  months  since.  Servants  connected  with  congregation  as  a  rule  very 
exemplary. 

At  this  stage  the  congregation  to  the  number  of  about  200,  having  assembled 
in  the  hall  under  the  church,  were  addressed  first  by  Mr.  Miller,  and  then  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  M*Kenzie,  who  afterwards  met  with  a  large  body  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  teachers  and  workers,  and  had  with  them  a  full,  interesting,  and  encour- 
aging conversation  on  the  nature,  difficulties,  manner,  and  success  of  their  work 

ALEX.  MCKENZIE,  MiniaUr, 

J.  R.  MILLER,  Elder. 

Free  West  Church,  Greenock,  11th  February  1880 ;  DepuUe$ — 
Rev.  A.  M*Kenzie  and  J.  K.  Miller. 

In  this  congregation  there  are  515  communicants  on  roll,  divided  into  14  man- 
ageable districts,  each  having  its  elder  and  deacon.  The  elders  visit  their  districts 
regularly  twice  a  year.  They  do  not  leave  cards,  because  they  think  it  better 
that  the  communicants  should  c^me  and  receive  them  at  the  preliminary  services. 
Attendance  on  Sabbath  good  in  the  P.M.,  not  so  good  in  the  A.M.  Congregational 
prayer- meeting  well  attended,  hall  where  held  seated  for  120,  usually  full,  often 
crowded.  Minister  believes  family  worship  to  be  pretty  general  No  mission 
district  at  present ;  one  which  congregation  had  been  working  has  recently  been 
constituted  a  regular  charge  (Free  North  Church).  Some  of  the  ladies  atill  help 
there  in  visiting  work,  and  the  Free  West  maintain  a  Bible-woman  there. 

In  the  congregational  Sabbath-school  there  are  130  on  the  roll,  and  18  teachers, 
8  male  and  10  female.  In  the  minister's  Bible-class  there  are  82  on  roll,  male 
and  female,  meeting  on  Sabbath  evening.  There  is  also  another  Sabbath-school 
which  has  been  maintained  for  many  years  in  the  old  Female  School  of  Indnstry, 
with  100  children  on  roll  and  12  teachers. 

There  are  no  district  prayer-meetnigs,  but  peripatetic  kitchen  meetiiigs  are 
kept  up,  in  which  the  elders  take  part. 

Every  family  and  adherent  gets  a  Record.  There  are  280  drcolated.  The 
Gkildren*8  Record  is  also  supplied  to  the  Sabbath-schools. 

There  is  no  special  movement  discernible  at  present.  In  1860,  and  again  is 
1874,  there  was  eonnderable  movement  among  the  people,  and  many,  specially 
among  the  yonng  people — ^if  not  entirely  so—^ot  blessing,  which  in  the  case, 
at  all  events,  of  those  that  have  not  left  the  congregation  they  still  retain. 

The  congregation  having  assembled  in  the  church  to  the  number  of  about  40, 
besides  the  office-bearers,  were  addressed  first  by  Mr.  Miller,  as  he  had  to  leave 
by  the  last  train  for  Glasgow,  and  then  by  Mr.  Mackenzie.  No  doubt  tiie  small 
attendance  of  the  congregation  is  largely  attributable  to  the  severity  of  the 
weather. 

At  the  dose  of  the  congregational  service,  Mr.  Mackenzie  had  an  interesting  inaei- 
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ing  with  the  office-bearers.  Sabbath -school  teachers,  and  workers,  which  was  largely 
attended.  From  the  conversation  which  took  place,  it  was  evident  that  a  large 
amount  of  Christian  work  is  carried  on  by  many  members  of  the  congregation. 

ALEX.  M'KENZIE,  Mmiitter, 
J.  R.  MILLER,  Elder. 

Grvxkock,  2Zd  February  1881. — Crawtordsburn  Freb  Chitrch,  visited  by 

Rev.  A.  M'KsNziB  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller. 

Five  hundred  and  sixty  commnnicants  on  roll,  divided  into  13  districts,  2  of 
which  are  rather  large,  and  would  be  better  sub-divided.  At  present  there  are 
only  12  elders  and  11  deacons,  but  congregation  regularly  visited  four  times  a 
year  in  connection  with  communion.  Elders  also  visit  sick  cases.  Prayer- 
meetings  are  held  in  two  of  the  districts.  Kitchen  meetings  are  also  held.  The 
minister,  however,  continues  to  visit  as  he  did  at  first,  while  fostering  it  as  a 
mission  church,  although  the  whole  neighbourhood  has  greatly  increased  since 
operations  were  first  begun.     Elders  think  that  family- worship  is  on  the  decline. 

There  has  been  no  special  movement  recently  in  congregation.  A  week  of 
special  meetings  was  observed  lately,  but  attendance  was  not  encouraging. 
Elders  thought  more  might  have  been  done  by  them  in  their  respective  districts. 
Still  a  good  many  continue  to  be  brought  to  ordinances.  Many  of  the  congrega- 
tion go  into  town  for  evangelistic  meetings  of  a  general  kind,  which,  from  time 
to  time  are  held  there. 

Two  Sabbath-schools  are  in  operation,  one  connected  with  congregation,  the 
other  a  mission  Sabbath-school.  About  240  on  rolls  of  both,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  about  200;  29  teachers,  17  male  and  12  female.  One  elder  did 
not  think  there  was  much  to  encourage  in  these  schools.  Another  did  not  take 
so  gloomy  a  view,  but  thought  the  children  more  reverent,  and  more  interested 
in  their  Bible-lessons,  preparing  them  more  carefully.  Find  that  classes  of  more 
than  4  or  6  are  not  satisfactory.  In  congregational  Sabbath-school  some  former 
pupils  are  now  teachers. 

Minister's  Bible-class  meets  on  Sabbath  evenings  to  number  of  about  100,  two- 
thirds  of  them  young  men. 

Sixty  copies  of  MiaaUmary  Record  got  for  subscribers  ;  120  of  the  CJiildren's 
Record  are  distributed  monthly.  Attendance  on  Sabbath  not  what  it  ought  to 
be,  best  in  p.m.  A  Sabbath  morning  prayer-meeting  at  10.30,  open  to  all,  is 
held.  The  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  attended  by  30  to  40.  Mostly  the  same 
people.     Minister  thinks  family  catechising  exists  to  some  extent. 

ALEX.  MACKENZIE,  Minister, 

J.  R.  MILLER,  Elder, 

Free  St.  Andrew's  Church,  Grebkock,  was  visited  on  Monday  evening,  28th 
March  1881,  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  A.  Bonar,  D.D.,  Glasgow,  and  Mr.  John 
R.  Miller,  Elder,  Glasgow. 

The  deputies  first  met  with  the  elders  and  deacons  in  conference,  and  ascer- 
tained the  following  particulars  regarding  the  congregation,  viz. : — 

That  it  is  divided  into  15  manageable  districts,  which  are  efficiently  served  by 
16  elders  and  14  deacons.  The  elders  visit,  statedly,  four  times  a  year,  and 
oftener  in  cases  of  sickness.  The  deacons  do  not,  as  a  rule,  visit  statedly  j  but 
frequently  accompany  the  elder.  The  deputies  suggested  that  the  diaoonal  office 
might,  with  advantage,  be  more  distinctly  recognised  in  this  part  of  the  work  of 
the  congregation.  The  attendance  at  church  not  so  good  in  the  forenoon  as  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  Lord's  Day.  This  was  attributed  by  many  of  the  office- 
bearers to  the  Saturday  half-holiday,  which  is  far  more  commonly  used  by 
working  men  for  excursions,  than  for  quiet  rest  with  their  families. 

The  attendance  at  the  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting  is  fairly  good, 
but  the  want  of  proper  accommodation  daring  the  building  of  the  new  Church 
has  told  upon  both  Sabbath  and  week-day  audiences. 
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The  elders  are  of  opinion  that  both  family  worship  and  family  catechisiBg  are 
not  so  faithfully  observed  as  they  ought  or  used  to  be. 

The  subject  of  lapsed  and  lapsing  members  very  frequently  occupies  the 
anxious  attention  of  the  office-bearers.  Tbey  find  it  very  difficult  to  deal  with,  as 
there  are  other  congregations  in  the  town  that  afford  a  ready  refuge  to  any  who 
dislike  faithful  dealing.  Drink  is  the  great  evil  they  have  to  contend  with  in  this 
direction,  and  in  some  respects  its  ravages  are  beconliDg  more  wide-spread.  As  regards 
other  forms  of  immorality  they  have  had  no  cases  of  discipline  for  a  long  time. 

The  spiritual  state  of  the  congregation  may  be  said  to  be  hopefuL  A  very 
good  work  has  been,  and  is  still,  going  on  in  the  Mission  district,  which  has  had 
a  most  healthful  reflex  action  on  the  congregation.  At  the  recent  communion 
(27th  March),  13  communicants  from  the  Mission  district  sat  at  the  Lord's 
table,  every  one  of  whom  could  give  a  distinct  and  clear  account  of  conversion. 
The  missionary,  Mr.  Stewart,  attributes  this  work,  under  God,  to  six  weeks  of 
prayer  with  meetings  every  evening  in  the  beginning  of  winter,  and  three  weeks 
of  evangelistic  meetings,  held  recently,  were  much  blessed. 

A  copy  of  Missionary  Record  is  given  to  every  family.  Two  hundred  and  fifty 
copies  are  distributed  monthly,  and  the  collectors  give  regularly  a  quarterly  visit 
The  Sabbath-schools  are  well  organised.  The  Children's  Record  is  fully  circu- 
lated, and  collecting  boxes  for  missionary  objects  are  used.  The  teachers  meet 
weekly  to  study  the  lessons  together. 

After  having  conferred  with  the  office-bearers,  the  deputies  met  with  and 
addressed  the  congregation.  It  being  the  Monday  after  the  conununion,  there 
was  a  lai^e  attendance,  and  the  addresses  of  the  deputies  were  listened  to  with 
marked  attention.  It  is  right  to  mention  that  during  the  building  of  the  new 
church,  this  congregation  has  rented  the  hall  of  the  Temperance  Institute,  and, 
notwithstanding  all  the  disadvantages  attending  this  state  of  matters,  it  is  most 
satisfactory  to  see  how  little  the  prosperity  of  the  congregation  has  been  affected 
thereby.  The  deputies  did  not  meet  with  the  "  Sabbath-school  teachers  *'  and 
other  *' workers"  connected  with  the  congregation,  it  being  deemed  desirable  to 
postpone  that  meeting  till  it  could  be  held  in  the  new  church ;  but  they  were 
not  only  invited,  but  urgently  pressed,  to  keep  this  matter  in  remembrance,  as 
the  Session  and  Deacons*  Court  estimated  the  effect  of  such  visits  very  highly. 

ANDREW  A.  BONAR,  Mmisttr. 
JOHN  R.  MILLER,  Elder. 

Gaelic. — ^Rev.  George  Glazy  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller. — This  is  a  large  congrega- 
tion of  aboat  900  members  and  adherents.  It  is  divided  into  21  districts,  and 
is  visited  for  the  most  part  twice  a  year  by  a  sufficient  staff  of  elders.  A 
missionary  is  employed,  and  devotes  his  whole  time  in  labouring  for  the  spiritoal 
benefit  of  lapsing  and  careless  Highlanders  throughout  the  town.  A  weekly 
prayer-meeting  is  held,  with  a  considerable  attendance.  Family  worship,  it  is 
believed,  is  generally  observed ;  and  it  is  made  so  far  a  condition  of  baptism. 
There  are  two  Sabbath-schools,  congregational  and  mission,  with  27  teachers,  and 
210  scholars.  The  teachers  do  not  meet  before  for  the  preparation  of  the  lesson, 
but  meet  at  the  close  for  prayer.  About  300  copies  of  the  Record  are  circulated 
monthly.  There  was  an  excellent  attendance  of  the  office-bearers  to  meet  the 
deputation ;  and  though  the  night  was  particularly  unfavourable,  a  Teiy  con- 
siderable number  of  the  congregation  was  present  and  listened  to  the  addresses 
with  marked  attention. 

Millport. — Deputy,  Rev.  George  Glazy. — The  congregation  being  in  a  favourite 
coast  town  is  subject  to  considerable  variation  in  the  attendance,  the  summer 
audience  being  much  larger  than  the  winter.  Still,  the  winter  one  is  large  con- 
sidering the  resident  population,  and  the  position  and  moral  influence  of  the 
congregation  in  the  place  bear  testimony  to  its  excellence.  The  present  number 
of  elders  is  insufficient  for  its  proper  oversight,  but  an  addition  is  in  the  oouse 
of  being  made.  There  is  a  weekly  congregational  prayer-meeting,  which  is  wdl 
attended.  The  minister  has  a  Bible-class  of  about  62  young  men  and  woocd. 
There  are  no  lapsed  families  in  the  town,  and  utter  neglect  ra  divine  ordiaaiices 
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is  almost  unknown.  Family  worship  is  generally  observed  amongst  the 
members ;  and  there  is  a  thriving  Sabbath-school  of  about  80  scholars,  taught  by 
13  teachers. 

There  was  an  excellent  attendance  at  the  congregational  meeting,  and  con- 
siderable  interest  manifested  in  the  visit.  Unfortunately,  there  was  only  one 
deputy,  but  he  was  well  supported  both  by  the  pastor  and  an  elder  from 
Greenock  who  happened  to  be  on  a  visit  to  Millport 

Fairlie. — Deputies,  Kev.  George  Glazy  and  Mr.  J.  Eobertson. — ^This  con- 
gregation being  planted  amongst  a  sparse  population  is  not  large,  but  it  gives 
unmistakable  evidence  of  life  and  vigour.  It  has  a  sufficient  number  of  office- 
bearers, and  the  elders  visit  with  regularity  the  districts  assigned  them.  There 
are  lectures  delivered,  and  religious  meetings  occasionally  held,  to  diffuse 
knowledge  and  quicken  the  spiritual  life  of  the  people.  The  attendance  at 
public  worship  is  good ;  the  weekly  prayer-meeting  is  well  attended,  family 
worship  is  generally  maintained,  and  a  considerable  number  of  young  men  and 
women  are  taught  in  Bible-classes  conducted  by  the  Senior  and  Junior  pastors. 
There  is  a  Sabbath-school  with  between  30  or  40  pupils,  and  5  teachers. 

Here  also  the  weather  was  exceedingly  disagreeable ;  but,  notwithstanding, 
the  office-bearers  were  all  present,  and  there  was  an  excellent  representation  of 
the  congregation. 

St.  Thoma8*s  Free  Church,  Greenock. —  Visited  Sth  Fehrucary,  by  the  Rev. 
John  Sinclair,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  K.  MiUer,  Elder,  Glasgow. — There  was  a 
large  attendance  of  office-bearers  and  Christian  workers,  with  Whom  the  deputies 
had  a  long  and  interesting  conference.  The  attendance  of  the  congregation  in 
the  general  meeting  was  also  good,  though  the  weather  was  very  inclement 
The  membership  of  the  congregation  is  330,  and  there  are  10  elders,  and  10 
deacons,  quite  an  adequate  number.  One  of  the  elders  acts  as  missionary,  and 
most  of  the  others  are  Sabbath-school  teachers.  Most  of  the  elders  visit  their 
districts  from  time  to  time  ;  one  keeps  a  list  of  all  the  children  as  well  as  adults 
in  his  district. 

As  regards  the  state  of  religion  it  was  believed  that  among  the  families  of  the 
congregation  generally,  a  very  considerable  amount  of  zeid  and  deep  spiritual 
life  prevailed,  and  that  on  the  whole  there  was  marked  improvement  over  days 
gone  by.  No  special  work  of  grace  had  been  experienced  recently.  The  attend- 
ance at  public  worship  on  the  Lord's  Day  is  thin  in  the  forenoon ;  good  in  the 
afternoon.  From  30  to  40  attend  the  prayer-meeting.  It  was  feared  that 
family  worship  was  by  no  means  so  generally  observed  as  once  it  was  in  Scot- 
land. There  were  no  clamant  forms  of  Sabbath  desecration  reported,  nor  any 
special  discouragements.  The  minister  spoke  warmly  of  the  great  kindness  of 
his  people.  In  the  congregational  Sabbath-school  there  are  23  teachers,  and 
200  scholars ;  in  a  Mission  school  146  scholars.  The  minister's  Bible-class  is 
attended  by  about  30.  There  is  a  Sabbath  Morning  Fellowship  Union  with  32 
on  the  roll. 

Though  there  is  nothing  of  a  special  or  striking  character  to  report  from  this 
congregation,  the  deputies  felt  that  in  the  very  tone  of  their  conferences  with 
office-l^arers  and  people  there  was  proof  of  much  solid  substantial  work  done 
among  them  for  the  Master.  From  pastor  and  people  alike  the  deputies 
received  a  most  cordial  reception. 

JOHN  SINCLAIR,  MiniiUer, 
JOHN  R.  MILLER,  Elder. 

Free  North  Church,  GaEENOCX. —  Visited  9th  February,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Sinclair,  Edinburgh,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Miller,  Elder,  Glasgow. — The  deputies  had  a 
full  and  frank  conference  with  the  office-bearers  and  Sabbath-school  teachers,  of 
-whom  there  was  a  large  attendance.  The  public  meeting  was  still  more  grati- 
fying— the  congregation,  notwithstanding  the  very  inclement  weather,  turning 
out  in  large  numbers.  The  membership  is  257.  There  are  6  elders  and  6 
deacons,  a  staff  not  at  all  adequate  to  the  necessities  of  the  congregation.  The 
whole  of  the  office-bearers  and  people  are  of  the  working  classes. 
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There  is  nothiDg  special  to  report  as  to  the  state  of  religion.  The  office>bearen 
believe  that  there  is  not  a  little  good  work  doing  in  a  quiet  way.  One  pleasing 
feature  to  be  noted  is,  the  number  of  young  men,  full  of  life  and  zeal,  connected 
with  the  congregation.  There  has  been  no  special  work  of  grace  for  some  years 
past,  nor  have  any  special  services  been  held.  Public  worship  is  well  attended 
by  very  many ;  but  there  is  a  strong  tendency  to  half-day  hearing  on  the  part 
of  not  a  few.  The  attendance  ab  the  prayer-meeting  is  25  to  30.  The  impres- 
sion generally  prevailed  that  family- worship  is  comparatively  rare  ;  but  family- 
catechising  is  known  to  be  practised  to  some  extent.  No  labour  is  done  in  the 
district  on  the  Lord's  Day;  but  complaint  was  made  of  crowds  of  children 
playing  noisily  in  the  streets  on  that  day,  as  a  growing  evil.  There  is  a  Sabbath- 
school  with  17  teachers  and  140  scholars.  There  has  been  little  need  for  the 
exercise  of  discipline,  but  there  is  in  the  district  a  sad  amount  of  intemperance. 

This  is  a  congregation  living  very  much  apart  and  by  itself,  and  which,  the 
deputies  believe,  will  benefit  very  specially  by  a  visit  from  Assembly  representa- 
tives, giving  them  to  realise  that  they  are  part  of  the  Church  as  a  whole.  The 
deputies  were  most  cordially  welcomed  both  by  ministers  and  people. 

JOHN  SINCLAIR,  Mimster. 

JOHN  R.  MILLER,  Elder, 


Rbport  on-  Congregations  or  Erskine,  and  or  West  Church, 

Port-Glasgow. 

1.  Ebs&ine:  Rev.  R.  R.  CaldwelL     Deputy ,  Rev.  J.  Galdrr  Macphail. 

Visited  9tA  February  1881. 

The  deputies  met  first  with  the  office-bearers  and  then  with  the  congregation, 
and,  notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  both  meetings  were  well 
attended.  It  has  been  the  great  privilege  of  this  congregation  to  enjoy  the  able  and 
faithful  ministry  of  Mr.  Caldwell  almost  ever  since  the  Disruption.  During  that 
time  great  changes  have  taken  p}ace  in  the  parish.  The  rural  Scottish  popidation 
of  former  times  has  been  supplanted  to  a  large  extent  by  Irish  labonrers,  and  a 
new  church  has  been  erected  in  another  district  of  the  parish  to  meet  the  reqnire* 
ments  of  a  villa  population  which  has  grown  up  there.  Those  changes  have 
necessarily  affected  the  numerical  strength  of  the  congregation  of  Erskine.  But 
the  deputies  found  much  about  the  congregation  spiritually  that  was  most  en- 
couraging. At  different  times  during  Mr.  Caldwell's  ministry  they  have  been 
blessed  with  a  special  revival  of  religion.  About  five  years  ago  it  was  hia  great 
privilege  to  converse  with  about  200  persons  regarding  their  spiritoal  interests, 
and  at  the  time  of  the  visit  of  the  Assembly's  deputies  there  were  indications  of 
more  than  ordinary  earnestness  about  divine  things  in  some  districts  of  the  parish. 
There  are  several  prayer-meetings  connected  with  the  congregation  ;  they  are  pre- 
sided over  by  the  minister,  and  are  well  attended.  Every  family  in  the  congre- 
gation is  supplied  with  the  Missionary  Record.  There  is  a  very  efficient  Sabbath- 
school,  well  organised,  and  well  provided  with  suitable  teachers.  There  u  also  a 
special  service  for  children  on  alternate  Sabbaths.  All  the  children  are  aapplied 
with  the  ChUdren*8  Record,  and  they  also  receive  an  annual  letter  from  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Barclay  of  Formosa,  which  is  a  source  of  deep  interest  to  them.  For  those 
not  connected  with  the  congregation  there  is  a  weekly  distribution  of  tracts  and 
an  evangelistic  service  every  idtemate  Sabbath  evening.  In  all  his  work  the 
minister  is  cordially  supported  by  his  office-bearers,  but  as  they  were  rather  short- 
handed  an  addition  was  about  to  be  made  to  their  number. 

2.  Wbst  Church,  Port-Glasgow  :  Rev.  John  V.  M'Nair. 
Deputy,  Rev.  J.  Calder  Macphail. — Visited  10^  February  1881. 

This  is  a  new  territorial  charge  in  which  Mr.  M'Nair  was  settied  only  in  1880. 
Deputies  met  first  with  office-bearers  and  then  with  congregation.    The  night  very 
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roagh,  bat  notwithBtanding  both  meetings  well  attended.  Althoagh  the  congre- 
gation was  still  only  in  its  infancy,  Mr.  M'Nair  had  already  gathered  about  him 
s  band  of  earnest  workers.  The  membership  had  been  nearly  trebled  since  his 
settlement.  There  was  reason  to  believe  that  they  were  in  a  healthy  spiritual 
condition,  and  the  minister  had  been  cheered  by  several' interesting  cases  of  hope- 
ful conversion  within  a  few  months  before  the  visit  of  the  deputies.  Divine 
ordinances  were  very  well  attended  on  the  Lord's  Day  by  the  membership  of  the 
congregation,  and  so  also  was  the  weekly  congregational  prayei^meeting.  There 
was  a  flourishing  Sabbath- school,  well  organised  and  well  attended  by  the  chil- 
dren of  the  congregation  and  others,  but  at  that  time  rather  short  of  teachers. 
Through  the  Divine  blessing  accompanying  his  labours,  Mr.  M*Nair  has  every 
prospect  of  being  honoured  to  rear  in  due  time  a  x>i'08perous  charge  in  a  very 
populous  locality. 

J.  C.  MACPHAIL, 


All  the  congregatioDB  of  the  Presbytery  of  Glasgow  have  been  visited 
with  the  exception  of  Milton,  Dennistoan,  and  Blochaim — the  last  of  which 
is  vacant. 

The  congregations  of  the  Presbytery  of  Greenock  were  also  visited,  ex- 
cept that  of  Largs,  which  could  not  be  accomplished  on  the  evening 
appointed,  owing  to  the  severity  of  the  storm,  which  prevented  the  sailing 
of  the  steamer.  Arrangements  will  be  made  at  some  future  time  for 
carrying  out  the  visitation.  Reports  for  Martyrs'  and  Mount  Park  have 
not  been  received. 


NO.ZZI. 


Jfrtje  Al^ntclg  af  Srntlanb. 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE 


ON 


SABBATH    OBSEEVANGE. 


MAT  1881. 


DcRTNG  the  past  year,  the  opponents  of  the  Sabbath  have  been  very 
active  in  their  efforts  to  interfere  with  the  sacred  rest  of  that  day.  These 
efforts  me^t  with  some  measnre  of  success  in  certain  quarters,  from  the 
ignorance  which  exists  among  not  a  few  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
Sabbath,  and  of  Sabbath  rest.  When  a  Scriptural  Sabbath  Observance 
is  enjoined^  we  are  told  that  we  have  only  in  our  Sabbaths  a  Jewish 
institution,  which  has  passed  away  like  all  the  special  ordinances  of 
that  dispensation,  and  therefore  any  attempt  to  obtain  for  the  Sabbath  a 
higher  than  Jewish  origin,  is  only  an  attempt  to  bring  men  again  under 
the  bondage  of  a  Jewish  ceremonialism,  from  which  they  have  been  set 
free.  Men  must  be  tanght,  however,  that  the  Sabbath  is  not  a  Jewish 
institution.  Its  origin  dates  from  the  creation  of  man,  and  at  Sinai  we 
have  only  its  republication,  in  a  manner  suited  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  Church  of  Qod  then.  The  fourth  commandment  is  one  of  those 
precepts,  which  our  old  divines  were  in  the  habit  of  calling  moral-positive 
precepts.  They  are  essentially  moral  in  their  nature,  while  some  things 
in  the  manner  of  their  observance  are  matters  of  positive  enactment. 

The  real  nature  of  the  rest  of  the  Sabbath  is  also  greatly  misunder- 
stood and  misrepresented,  by  those  who  are  at  present  so  active  in  their 
opposition  to  its  origin  and  divine  authority.  It  is  represented,  as  if 
there  was  nothing  more  in  it  than  an  abstinence  from  bodily  labour — 
in  order  to  spend  the  day  itself  as  one  may  please.  The  fact  is  altogether 
overlooked,  that  the  rest  which  is  principally  enjoined  by  the  Sabbath 
Law  is  a  holy  rest.  "  The  Sabbath  is  to  be  sanctified  by  a  holy  resting 
all  that  day  even  from  such  worldly  employments  and  recreations  as  are 
lawful  on  other  days :  and  in  spending  the  whole  time  in  the  public  and 
private  exercises  of  Ood's  worship,  except  so  much  as  is  to  be  taken  up 
in  the  works  of  necessity  and  mercy."  Whatever,  therefore,  is  promotive 
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of  this  sacred  rest,  and  conduces  to  it,  is  in  harmony  with  the  law  of  the 
Sabhath,  and  should  be  engaged  in ;  while  whatever  interferes  with  its 
enjoyment)  is  contrary   to  that  law,  and  should  be  avoided.     These, 
however,  are  not  the  views  of  the  Lord's  Day  which  they  take,  who  are 
so  active  at  present  in  their  endeavours  to  have  opened  on  that  day  the 
mudeums  and  picture  galleries  of  our  country.     It  should  be  ever  kept  in 
view,  that  we  cannot  long  retain  the  Sabbath  if  we  merely  regard  it  as 
expedient  in  its  appointment^  or  as  a  day  which  has  no  higher  sanction 
for  its  existence  thant/hurch  authority.     The  ground  upon  which  we 
plead  for  its  maintenance,  and  upon  which  it  commends  itself  to  the 
cordial  and  united  support  of  all  true  Christians,  is  its  divine  authority, 
under  all  dispensations,  as  a  part  of  God's  moral  law  for  man.     If  this  is 
the  ground  of  its  existence,  it  necessarily  follows  then,  that  we  must  take 
our  rule  for  its  observance  from  the  word  of  Gh>d  alone,  and  not  from  the 
considerations  of  human  expediency— or  from  what  man  may  regard  as 
the  most  suitable  mode  of  its  observance.     It  must  be  in  this  matter  of 
divine  appointment,  as  iu  all  similar  institutions,  what  saith  the  Lord  as 
to  the  way  of  keeping  this  day  holy  ? 

During  the  past  year,  the  activity  of  those  who  are  moving  in  the 
direction  of  opening  museums  and  picture  galleries  on  the  Lord's  Day, 
l^as  been  very  marked.  There  are  several  societies  in  London  whose 
efforts  are  specially  directed  to  the  attainment  of  this  object  They  are 
supported  by  a  number  of  our  Peers,  Members  of  Parliament,  scientific, 
literary,  and  professional  men,  and  are  backed  up  by  a  large  and 
influential  section  of  the  Press.  Some  of  these  openly  and  boldly  avow 
that  their  aim  is  to  get  rid  of  what  they  call  our  dull  and  gloomy  British 
Sabbaths,  and  have  substituted  for  them  the  Sabbaths  of  the  Gontinent^ 
which  commend  themselves  to  them  for  their  liveliness  and  attractiveness. 
A  measure  for  opening  such  institutions  has  already  been  hrooght  forward 
and  discussed  in  the  House  of  Lords;  and  while  your  Committee  are 
thankful  that  it  was  rejected,  they  would  have  the  friends  of  the  Sabbath 
remember,  that  the  majority  in  favour  of  its  rejection  was  amalL  A 
similar  measure  has  yet  to  be  discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Two 
of  its  members,  on  opposite  sides  of  the  House,  are  pledged  to  bring  io 
motions.    The  following  is  one  of  these : — 

"  That  ioasmach  as  all  opposition  to  the  action  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  opening  on  Sundays  the  national  museoms  and  galleries  in  the  sabnihta 
districts  of  London  and  in  Dublin  has  entirely  ceased,  owing  to  the  good  resolte 
which  have  followed  such  opening,  this  House  is  of  opinion  ibaX  the  tune  hai 
now  arrived  for  extending  this  action  to  all  instiialioiis  of  a  like  charaotar,  it 
having  been  most  conclusively  shown  that  large  nnmhers  of  the  peonle  rejoies  is 
every  opportunity  that  is  afforded  them  of  spending  Sunday  inteUigently,  and 
with  due  regard  for  its  preservation  as  a  day  of  rest  and  cessation  from  ordioaiy 
work  and  amusement." 

During  the  past  season,  Scotland  has  been  invaded  by  supporters  of  the 
Sunday  League  Society  of  London,  with  a  view  to  agitate  our  country  oq 
this  subject.  Meetings  were  held  in  Glasgow,  and  lectures  were  delivered 
there,  but  your  Committee  have  reason  for  gratitude,  that  their  snooetf 
was  not  equal  to  their  expectations.  These  agents,  howevery  are 
unwearied  in  their  activity,  and  persistent  in  their  efforts.  They  M 
encouraged  to  persevere  in  their  attempts  to  gain  their  objeoti  from  the 
consideration,  that  they  calculate  on  the  support  of  not  a  few  in  positions 
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of  eminenoe  and  anthority*  This  determination  on  the  part  of  the  enemies 
of  the  Sabbath  calls  for  no  less  resoluteness  on  the  part  of  its  friends,  for 
your  Committee  are  deeply  persuaded,  that  if  anything  will  famish  these 
opponents  of  the  sanctity  of  the  Lord's  Day  with  opportunities  of  success, 
it  will  be  the  generally  existing  lukewarmness  and  unconcern  of  those, 
who  profess  to  be  interested  in  the  maintenance  of  its  sacred  observance. 

There  never  was  a  louder  call  addressed  to  the  Churches  than  is  now, 
to  awake,  and  actively  employ  the  most  vigorous  measures  for  the  preser- 
vation of  our  Sabbath  privileges. 

The  advocates  for  the  opening  of  museums  and  picture  galleries  on  the 
Sabbath  assure  us,  that  they  have  no  desire  to  increase  the  amount  of 
labour  on  that  day.  Tour  Committee  would,  however,  ask.  Can  these  in* 
stitutions  be  opened  wiUiout  employing  men  to  superintend  them,  who  must 
necessarily  be  deprived  of  their  Sabbath  rest?  This  must  be  the  result, 
and  should  the  opening  of  these  places  become  general  over  the  land,  the 
number  of  persons  employed  about  them  would  be  reckoned  by  thousands, 
and  all  for  the  purpose  of  affording  amusement  and  some  intellectual  io^ 
struction  to  others.  Your  Committee  would  still  further  ask  those  who, 
without  oonsideration,  may  be  afbrding  countenance  to  those  who  are 
agitating  for  such  an  object,  to  reflect  if  once  museums  and  picture 
galleries  are  opened,  can  they  stop  there  ?  Why  not  open  too  our  theatres 
on  the  Sabbath,  as  you  have  them  open  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Chicago,  in  America,  and  in  Continental  cities,  on  that  day?  We  often 
hear  of  the  educating  power  of  theatres,  as  we  hear  of  the  educating  and 
refining  influence  of  these  museums  and  picture  galleries ;  and  if  the  open* 
ing  of  the  latter  is  called  for  on  the  ground  of  this  so-called  benefit,  on 
what  ground,  it  may  be  asked,  can  the  continued  closing  of  the  former  be 
maintained?  Tlie  moral  condition  of  the  cities  which  have  such  institu- 
tions as  are  now  referred  to,  is  proof  sufScient,  of  how  little  they  do 
conduce  to  man's  moral  elevation. 

It  is  also,  often  said  by  those  who  are  engaged  in  efforts  to  open  these 
institutions  on  the  Sabbath,  that  they  do  so  in  order  that  they  may  form 
a  porch  into  the  church.  They  profess  not  to  be  the  enemies  of  places  of 
sacred  worship,  but  they  expect,  that  the  frequenters  of  museums  will  find 
their  way  through  them  to  the  house  of  God.  All  experience,  however, 
points  to  a  contrary  effect,  of  which  Continental  countries  furnish  us  with 
ample  illustrations.  They  also  assure  us  that  their  object  is  to  set  up  a  rival 
to  the  whisky-shop.  It  is  far  better,  they  say,  that  men  should  visit  the 
one,  and  become  humanised  by  their  visit,  than  frequent  the  other 
and  become  brutalised.  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  is  not 
a  fair  way  of  dealing  with  the  question  of  opened  museums  and  galleries 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  by  pittine  them  against  whisky-shops.  A  gallery  of 
pictures  is  no  doubt  in  itself  far  preferable  to  a  whisky-shop,  but  what 
we  maintain  i%  that  the  opening  of  neither  of  them  is  desirable  on  the 
Sabbath  Day.  WhQe  we  would  have  the  gallery  closed,  as  it  has  hitherto 
been,  on  that  day,  we  would  strongly  advocate  the  dosing  of  the  whisky- 
ehop  too,  and  both  of  these  things  we  would  do  in  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing men,  whose  friends  the  members  of  the  Sunday  League  so  loudly  pro- 
claim themselves  to  be,  without  furnishing  any  other  evidence  of  the  fact, 
than  this  clamorous  demand  for  the  opening  of  such  institutions  on  the  day 
of  rest,  so  as  to  afford  some  of  them  a  gratification  which  can  only  fa« 
theirs,  at  the  expense  of  the  Sabbath  labour  of  not  a  few  of  their  number. 
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It  is  encouraging  to  find  that  the  incessant  encroachments  which  an 
heing  made  on  the  sanctity  of  the  Sahhath,  are  engaging  the  attention  d 
friends  of  this  hlessed  day  in  difierent  parts  of  the  country.  Pahlic  meet- 
ings have  been  held  in  Boss-shire  and  elsewhere  in  the  north  of  Scotland 
with  a  view  to  put  a  stop  to  the  ranning  of  Sahhath  mails  in  that  district 
The  running  of  mail  trains,  no  doubt,  lies  at  the  root  of  not  a  little  of  cor 
railway  passenger  traffic  on  the  Sabbath.  It  is  made  the  excnse  for  affording 
facilities  for  travelling  on  that  day,  seeing  that  the  train  must  of  necessi^ 
be  employed  in  carrying  letters.  Your  Committee  feel,  that  the  Sabbath 
postal  arrangements  of  the  country  have  much  to  do  with  the  railway 
travelling  of  the  Sabbath,  and,  considering  the  facility  now  a£Ebrded  by  ov 
telegraphic  arrangements  for  meeting  all  the  requirements  of  necessity  and 
mercy,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Sabbath  mail  might  be  dispensed  witk 

Your  Committee  deplore  the  great  amount  of  goods  traffic  whidi  ii 
carried  on,  on  the  Lord's  Day,  on  not  a  few  of  the  railways  of  the  country. 
Some  of  our  lines  are  greater  Sabbath  desecrators  in  this  direction  thai 
others.  The  Sabbath  is  employed  by  them  not  only  for  ordinary  goodi 
traffic,  but  also  for  carrying  the  surplus  traffic  of  the  previous  week-daji 
This  uninterrupted  running  of  suoh  trains  on  the  Sabbath  has  an  injuziuu 
influence  on  the  districts  through  which  the  lines  run,  and  this  is  seen  io 
lowering  the  tone  of  Sabbath  observance  which  once  distinguished  them. 
Railway  directors  have  been  frequently  approached  and  remonstrated 
with  on  the  evils  of  such  a  course,  but  these  remonstrances  have  as  yd 
been  unsuccessful.  The  friends  of  the  Sabbath  must  not,  however,  despond, 
but  must  regard  present  failures  as  new  reasons  for  prosecuting  tbw 
efforts  to  put  down  this  great  evil,  in  a  more  believing,  praying,  ui 
determined  spirit. 

The  Presbytery  of  Inverness  reports  as  follows  to  your  Committee  :— 

'*  Your  Committee  feel  called  on  to  Dotice  the  tendency  that  there  is  to  profaH 
the  Sabbath  which  our  railway  magnates  and  our  Government  do  so  much  to 
foster  by  the  conveyance  of  passengers,  goods,  and  letters,  and  the  deliveiy  o( 
letters  on  that  day.  The  crowd  which  assembles  at  the  post-office  at  the  hov 
for  giving  ont  of  letters  is  a  disgrace  to  a  community  that  caUs  itself  Chriskiaa 
Your  Committee  think  the  poet-office  authorities  much  to  blame  for  rehuing  ti 
suspend  the  delivery  of  letters  on  the  Sabbath  nnleas  two-thirds  of  the  peopb 
are  in  favour  of  this. 

'*  The  reports  all  bear  that  the  Sabbath  is  well  obaenred  outwardly  by  tk 
members  of  the  Church,  but  the  session  of  Dores  complains  that  their  district  ii 
'  invaded  on  the  Lord^s  Day  by  pleasure-seekers  from  InTemesa.'  Your  Co» 
mittee  are  of  opinion  that  special  efforts  should  be  used  to  remove  these  hmd- 
rances,  and  that  for  this  end  communication  should  be  opened  with  other  Chnrte 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  secure  united  action." 

The  Presbytery  of  Kincardine  O'Neil  reports  as  follows  : — 

'*  A  conference  on  Sabbath  Observance  was  held,  at  which  it  eame  oat,  (1.) 
That  there  are  no  overt  acts  of  Sabbath  desecration  observable  m.  this  dktoicL 
(2.)  That  there  is  a  great  deal  of  Sabbath  walking,  viaitingy  and  idlencH ;  nadiig 
of  newspapers,  and  a  falling  off  in  the  attendance  at  puhlio  worship,  (3L)  1M 
much  hiring  and  driving  about  in  vehicles  on  the  Lord's  Day  goes  on  ia  tki 
summer-time,  chiefly  by  excursionists  and  lodgers  from  the  towna.  (4)  IM 
calling  at  the  post-offices  and  writing  of  letters  on  the  Lord's  dayanvHj 
common,  so  that  the  heaviest  mail  bags  which  are  sent  off^  aa  tertiflnd  by  tha 
post-masters  and  post-mistresses  and  tiie  runners^  are  alwmya  on  tiie  Msailnja 
(5.)  That  owing  to  the  \ov  i^\a  qjI  iaamily  religion,  there  is  m  laok  id  the 
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of  dae  Chiiitian  and  parental  influenoe  oYer  tlie  memben  of  the  family  for  the 
proper  obeerrance  of  the  Lord's  Day." 

In  a  commnnicatioD  from  the  Presbytery  of  Danblane,  the  Olerk  states: — 
^'  In  reference  to  Sabbath  Observance,  the  report  from  the  majority  of 
Sessions  was,  that  there  was  an  improvement  among  their  people  in  tiiat 
respect" 

The  action  of  the  Presbytery  of  Strathbogie  on  this  subject  is  stated 
in  the  following  extract  minnte  : — 

"The  Presbytery  are  deeply  grieved  to  see  the  wide-spread  and  persistenfe 
efforts  now  being  put  forth  to  destroy  the  sacredness  of  the  Lord's  Day  by  open- 
ing mnsenms  and  picture  galleries,  etc.,  on  that  day.  And  they  think  it  is  the 
imperative  duty  of  all  friends  of  the  Sabbath  to  make  most  strenuous  efforts  in 
its  defence.  And  above  all,  to  pray  earnestly  that  the  Lord  of  the  Sabbath 
would  lift  up  a  standard  against  the  enemy,  now  coming  in  like  a  flood.  The 
Presbytery  recommend  all  ministers  within  their  bounds  to  preach  on  this 
subject  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  ApriL  And  further,  they  resolve  to  petition  the 
House  of  Ck>mmons  against  the  opening  of  picture  galleries  and  museums  on  the 
Sabbath  Day.  And  they  appoint  the  Moderator  and  Clerk  to  draw  up  and 
forward  such  a  petition  whenever  the  subject^  is  introduced  to  Parliament.*' 

Yonr  Committee  cannot  bnt  feel  that  the,  pnblic  desecration  of  the 
Sabbath  is  in  a  great  measure  to  be  traced  to  the  manner  in  which  that 
day  is  observed  in  so  many  of  the  families  of  the  land.  The  day,  it  is  to  be 
feared,  is  there  spent  in  idleness  and  self-indulgence.  There  is  no  family 
worship,  nor  catechising  in  these  houses.  Every  member  of  the  house- 
hold is  left  very  much  to  his  own  will  and  way ;  and  the  sad  effect  of  all 
this  is  apparent  in  the  neglect  of  Ood's  house,  Uie  great  amount  of  idling 
and  travelling  which  exists,  and  the  encouragement  afforded  to  Sabbath 
steamers  and  Sabbath  trains.  Your  Committee  have  no  doubt  that  the 
evils  of  such  courses  is  faithfully  testified  against  by  the  ministers  of  the 
Church,  and  in  not  a  few  oases  with  success ;  but  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  is  a  subject  which  should  be 
especially  inculcated  on  the  attention  of  the  young  in  the  Sabbath  School, 
knowing  as  they  do,  that  many  of  these  children  may  not  have  in  their 
own  homes,  an  example  of  Scriptural  Sabbath  observance  set  before  them. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  gratification  to  your  Committee  that  the  Welsh 
Sunday  Closing  Bill,  for  the  shutting  of  public-houses  in  Wales  during 
the  whole  of  the  Lord's  Day,  received  a  few  nights  ago  the  almost 
unanimous  support  of  the  House  of  Commons ;  only  seventeen  members  in 
a  House  of  180  were  found  to  vote  against  its  second  reading.  It  is  a 
measure  which  has  secured  nearly  the  universal  concurrence  of  the  rate* 
payers  of  that  country.  The  Prime  Minister,  in  his  powerful  advocacy 
of  the  Bill,  laid  down  very  clearly  this  view  of  the  true  limits  of  the 
national  principle,  which  would  guide  him  in  legislating  on  this  subject  for 
the  Principality.  *'  Deprecating,"  he  says,  '^  any  extravagant  doctrine  of 
nationality,  this  I  will  say,  that  where  there  is  a  distinctly  formed  Welsh 
opinion  upon  a  given  subject  which  affects  Wales  alone,  and  the  acceptance 
of  which  does  not  involve  any  public  danger  or  public  prejudice  to  the 
rest  of  the  country,  I  know  no  reason  why  we  should  not  pay  regard  to 
that  opinion.  The  question  is  not  a  question  of  constitutional  or  political 
arrangement,  it  is  a  question  of  police."  It  is  also  hopeful  to  find,  that 
the  subject  of  stopping  the  Sabbath  mails,  is  beginning  to  engage  the 
attention  of  lovers  of  the  Lord's  Day  in  the  Principality. 
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Your  Gommitte  regret  to  find  that,  of  late,  attempts  have  been  made  to 
secalarise  the  SabbaUi,  by  employing  part  of  it  in  the  giving  of  Lectures  on 
secular  subjects.  This  has  been  done,  not  only  by  members  of  the  Sunday 
League  Society,  but  also  by  ministers  of  Presbyterian  Churches.  The 
effect  of  this  cannot  but  be  disastrous  to  the  highest  interests  of  our  people. 
There  are  so  many  already  existing  considerations,  to  withdraw  them 
from  attending  to  "  the  things  which  belong  to  their  peace,"  that  there  is 
no  need  for  ministers  to  be  adding  to  them.  Such  a  course  of  action,  if 
persevered  in,  may  tend  to  make  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel  to  be  regarded 
by  the  people,  more  as  a  ministry  of  amusement,  than  as  a  ministry  of 
salvation. 

Your  Committee  rejoice  to  know  that  the  "Third  General  Union  for 
Prayer  for  the  entire  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  Day  "  was  very  widely 
observed  in  the  week  from  the  3d  till  the  lOth  of  April.  The  invitation 
to  this  week  of  prayer  was  published  in  English,  and  in  various  Con- 
tinental languages.  It  was  widely  disseminated  through  the  public  press 
in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to  some  extent  in  Australia.  It 
was  circulated  in  Arabic  throughout  Syria,  and  was  sent  to  several  mission 
stations  in  the  West  Indies,  Africa,  India,  China,  and  Japan.  The 
Committee  feel  that  one  of  the  Church's  choicest  weapons,  in  carrying  on 
her  conflict  against  the  various  opponents  of  the  Sabbath,  is  the  weapon 
of  prayer.  While  all  Scriptural  means  must  be  employed  for  promoting 
the  sanctification  of  the  Day  of  Best,  and  for  resisting  all  encroachments 
on  its  sanctity ;  it  is  only  by  prayer,  that  those  gracious  infloences  from 
above  can  be  drawn  down,  which  will  make  such  means  successful.  In 
this,  as  in  other  departments  of  Christian  work,  ''  It  is  not  by  might,  nor 
by  power,  but  by  tiie  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 

Your  Committee,  feeling  that  a  crisis  has  arisen  in  the  matter  of  Sabbath 
Observance  in  the  land,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  a  recommen- 
dation should  be  made  to  the  Assembly  to  issue  a  pastoral  address  to  the 
members  and  families  of  the  Church,  on  the  subject  of  the  sanctification  of 
the  Lord's  Day.  They  hope  that  the  Assembly  will  give  this  proposal  their 
favourable  consideration.  , 

ALEX.  MCKENZIE, 

Convener. 
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Thb  chief  points  regardkig  which  yoar  Committee  have  to  report  this 
year  maj  he  arranged  as  follows  :. — 

I.  Local  Option. 
II.  Temperance  work  in  Preshyteries. 

III.  Opium  Trade  with  €hina. 

IV.  Correspondence  with  other  Churches. 
^*  Suggestions  for  Assemhly. 

I.  Loccih  Ofiion. 

The  most  important  legislative  event  of  the  past  year,  as  regards 
the  interests  of  Temperance,  was  the  passing  of  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson't; 
Besolution  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  18th  June  last,  by  a  sub- 
stantial majority.  The  Resolution  is  in  these  words : — ''  That  inasmuch 
as  the  ancient  and  avowed  object  of  licensing  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquor  is  to  supply  a  supposed  public  want,  without  detriment  to  tiie 
public  wel&re,  this  House  is  of  opinion  Uiat  a  legal  power  of  restraining 
the  issue  and  renewal  of  licences  should  be  plaeed  in  the  hands  of  the 
persons  most  deeply  interested  and  afiected,  namely,  the  inhabitants 
themselves,  who  are  entitled  to  protection  from  the  injurious  consequences 
of  the  present  system,  by  some  efficient  measure  of  Local  Option." 

Last  General  Assembly  not  only  petitioned  in  support  of  this  Besolu- 
tion, but  expressed  its  conviction  of  the  special  requirements  of  our  own 
country,  by  further  resolving  *^  to  press  upon  Parliament  the  necessity  of 
a  measure /or  ScaUandj  giving  to  the  ratepayers  an  efficient  control  over 
the  drink  traffic,  and  for  the  earlier  dosing  of  public-houses." 
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Your  Committee,  therefore,  issued  a  special  circular  to  all  Presbjteries 
in  July,  which,  aflter  referring  to  the  main  points  in  the  Assembly's 
Deliverance  on  Temperance,  ran  as  follows : — 

"  Since  the  risiDg  of  the  Aasemhly  the  House  of  Commons  has  adopted  the 
Local  Option  Reeolution  hy  a  snbetantial  majority,  and  has  thereby  declared 
that  every  neighbonrhood  is  entitled  to  the  power  of  protecting  itself  &om  the 
injorions  consequences  of  the  drink  traffic  by  restraining  the  issue  or  renewal  of 
licenses.  The  Prime  Minister,  although  voting  for  the  previous  question,  rather 
than  the  Resolution  of  Sir  W.  Lawson,  expressed  his  cordial  sympathy  with  the 
principle  embodied  in  it,  and  indicated  the  intention  of  the  Groremment  to  take 
an  early  opportunity  to  include  it  in  a  comprehensive  measure  for  the  refonn  of 
the  licensing  laws.  The  remarkable  success  of  the  action  of  Messrs.  Stevenson 
and  Roberts,  for  the  closing  of  public-houses  upon  the  Lord's  day  in  Enghmd 
and  in  Wales,  gives  additional  evidence  of  the  hopefnUieas  of  the  prospect  of 
our  obtaining  sound  legislation  in  the  interests  of  Temperance  from  the  present 
Parliament. 

"In  view  of  such  facts,  the  Committee  would  earnestly  nige  upon  yoor 
Presbytery  the  great  importance  of  steps  being  taken  at  once  in  every  locality  to 
inform  and  ripen  the  mind  of  the  community  upon  this  subject. 

**  They  would  suggest : — 

"  (I.)  Consideration  of  the  statements  and  recommendations  regarding  local 
control  of  the  drink  traffic  in  their  Report  to  last  Assembly  (p.  10) ;  also  of  the 
resolution  by  the  Synod  of  Argyll  given  at  p.  6. 

"(2.)  That  the  Presbytery  might  take  up  the  subject  in  open  conference, 
inviting  Office-bearers  and  others  who  may  have  specially  studied  the  question 
to  take  part,  and  arranging  so  as  to  secure  as  large  an  attendance  as  possible 
of  the  genend  public. 

"  (3.)  That  a  petition  from  the  Presbytery,  or  from  a  public  meeting  nnder 
their  auspices,  might  be  sent  up  to  Parliament,  after  the  example  of  the 
Anembly,  in  behidf  of  a  measure  for  Scotland,  which  would  give  the  rate- 
payers  an  efficient  control  of  the  drink  traffic,  whether  by  local  bMods  or  other- 
wise, including  such  matters  as  earlier  dosing,  etc. 

'*  Any  communication  or  inquiries  regarding  Temperance  work  will  be  welcomed 
by  the  Convener,  Rev.  D.  D.  Bannerman,  Free  St.  Leonard's  Manse,  Perth  ;  or  by 
the  Secretary,  Rev.  W.  Ross,  Ivy  Bank,  Rothesay. 

"  In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Committee, 

"  B.  B.  BANNERMAK,  C<m9€mer. 
WILLIAM  ROSS,  Seertiarp. 
Edinbuaob,  July  1880. 
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"  P.8. — The  Committee  would  draw  the  attention  of  the  Presbjrteiy  to  the 
accompanying  extracts  from  a  letter  by  W.  S.  Caine,  Esq.,  Bi.P.,  regMding  the 
way  in  which  Local  Option  may  be  carried  out  by  means  of  Local  Representative 
Boards.  They  also  transmit  copy  of  suggestions  on  the  subject  by  a  member  of 
Committee ;  these  are  not  of  course  adopted  by  the  Committee,  but  may  serve 
as  useful  material  for  conference. 

"With  the  view  of  enabling  the  Committee  to  communicate  with  the  Home 
Secretary  before  the  end  of  the  year,  it  is  of  great  importance  that  any  sngKestioBS 
from  your  Presbytery  should  reach  the  Committee  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
October  meeting  of  Presbytery.  B.  B.  K 

W.  R. 

"  LETTER  FROM  MR,  W.  S.  CAINE,  M.  P. 

"  To  the  editor  4/*  The  Time*: 

"  'Sra, — ^To  quote  from  your  leader  of  to-di^ — '*  The  time  seems  to  have  eome 
when  advocates  of  legislation  for  the  promotion  of  Temperanoe  shonld  dearly  de> 
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fine  both  the  objects  they  hare  in  view,  and  the  means  by  which  they  propose  to 
attain  them."  The  recent  divisions  in  Parliament  on  Sir  W.  Lawson's  Local  Option 
Resolution  and  Mr.  Stevenson's  Sunday  Closing  Resolution,  coming  closely  after  a 
general  election,  point  clearly  to  the  expression  of  the  country's  opinion  in  favour 
of  very  searching  reforms  in  our  Licensing  system.  .  .  . 

'*'Any  one  who  reads  attentively  the  debate  will  be  struck  by  the  prominence 
of  one  idea,  viz.,  the  substitution  of  ratepayers'  control  for  magisterial  control,  and 
for  this  I  am  satisfied  public  opinion  is  fully  ripe.  The  unsatisfactoriness  of  the 
existing  laws,  their  maladministration  by  sundry  benches  of  magistrates,  and  the 
desirability  of  their  transfer  to  some  authority  directly  responsible  to  the  people, 
was  the  subject-matter  of  every  speech  in  favour  of  the  Resolution,  flow  ia  this 
to  be  carried  into  effect  ? 

**  *  The  House  of  Commons  loves  to  follow  precedents,  and  the  people  act  more 
willingly  under  machinery  they  know  and  organisations  they  understand.  The 
Parliament  of  1868  found  itself,  on  a  not  very  different  question,  confronted  with 
a  similar  wish  on  the  part  of  the  constituencies.  The  electors  of  1868  demanded 
a  system  of  national  education  of  which  they  were  to  have  the  controL  There 
was  a  mass  of  regulations,  laws,  precedents,  dealing  with  the  subject,  vested  in- 
terests to  be  protected,  violent  prejudices  to  be  overcome,  and,  worst  of  all,  a 
great  religious  difficidty  to  be  conquered.  What  did  Parliament  do  ?  It  repealed 
existing  laws  and  statutes,  re-enacted  instead  one  great  statute  comprehending 
the  whole  question,  and,  under  certain  fixed  limits  and  rules,  gave  the  education 
of  the  people's  children  to  the  people  themselves,  through  School  Boards  elected 
by  the  ratepayers.  Ko  one  now  denies  the  unparalleled  success  of  Mr.  Forster's 
Education  Act.  Let  this  Parliament  follow  the  same  course.  In  1868  there  was 
a  universal  desire  to  secure  the  education  of  every  child  in  the  country  ;  it  was 
secured  by  handing  over  the  machinery  for  the  purpose  to  the  people  themselves. 
In  1880  there  is  a  universal  desire  to  increase  sobriety  and  diminish  temptation 
to  drunkenness  and  vice ;  this,  too,  can  be  secured  best  by  handing  over  the  machi- 
nery to  the  people  themselves.  The  difficulties  are  no  greater  now  than  they  were 
then.  The  Government  of  to-day  have  a  far  stronger  majority  at  their  back,  and 
there  is  universal  agreement  to  deal  fairly  by  all  parties,  and  give  compensation 
where  it  is  fairly  due. 

'* 'There  are  three  requisites  for  successful  legislation  : — 

" '  1st,  The  repeal  of  every  Act  on  the  statute-book  relating  to  licensing  of 
public-houses. 

"  •  2d,  One  comprehensive  Act  in  their  place. 

*'  *3d,  To  intrust  the  administration  of  that  Act  to  a  Licensing  Board  elected 
by  the  ratepayers  every  three  years  by  ballot,  and  the  cumulative  vote,  following 
in  every  respect  the  precedent  of  the  Education  Act. 

"'All  the  vexed  questions  of  the  number  of  houses,  the  hours  of  sale,  Sunday 
closing,  new  licenses,  removals,  transfers,  and  what  not,  would  be  subject  to  the 
Board,  under  clearly  defined  limits.  .  .  . — Yours  respectfully, 

*«*W.S.  CAINE. 

'*'flou8E  or  Commons,  June  28.' 

"SUGGESTIONS  BY  A  MEMBER  OF  COMMITTEE 

For  giving  effect  to  the  General  Assembly's  resolution  to  press  upon  Parliament 
the  necessity  for  a  measure  to  give  the  ratepayers  an  efficient  control  over 
the  drink-traffic,  and  for  the  earUer  closing  of  public-houses. 

"The  *  Education  (Scotland)  Act,*  1872,  provides  a  precedent  for  local  self- 
government,  appoints  an  electoral  body  larger  than  exists  for  any  other  purpose, 
and  supplies  an  organisation  whereby  Licensing  Boards  can  be  appointed  without 
additional  trouble  or  expense. 

"At  the  triennial  election  of  School  Boards  a  second  ballot-paper  marked  Licensing 
Board,  to  consist  of  the  same  number  as  the  School  Board,  may  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  each  elector,  and  the  election  of  both  Boards,  from  beginning  to  end,  may 
be  conducted  by  the  same  officials  and  returning  officer. 

"  Boards  thus  elected  represent  not  mere  majorities,  bat  the  entire  community, 
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more  completely  than  any  other  adminutratiTe  bodies  whaterer.  Tkej  are 
heterogeneous,  because  every  section  of  the  conunnnity  sufficiently  UtroDg  to  carry 
a  representative  would  have  one. 

^  The  power  of  granting  licenses  for  Hotels,  Pablie-konaes,  and  Grocers,  b«t  no 
other  powers,  now  vested  in  County  Justices  and  in  Borough  Magistrates,  would 
vest  in  Licensing  Boards,  which  would  number  now  982,  but  are  liable  to 
diminution  by  districts  being  conjoined,  or  liable  to  increase  as  diatrktB  are 
separated,  for  School  Board  purposes. 

'*The  same^fagistrates  and  Justices'  clerks  who  now  attend  licensing  Courts 
in  boroughs  on,  the  second  Tuesday  of  April  and  the  second  Tuesday  of  October, 
and  in  counties  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April  and  the  last  Tuesday  of  October, 
may  attend  personally,  or  by  deputy,  the  Licensing  Boards  at  their  usual  places 
of  meeting. 

"  The  advantage  of  personal  attendance  of  experienced  clerks  can  be  secured  by 
allowing  a  range  of  a  sufficient  number  of  meeting  days  for  the  various  Licensing 
Boards  in  each  county.     The  same  fees  as  at  present  would  continue  paymble. 

*'  The  passing  of  such  an  Act  will  be  facilitated,  and  questions  of  compensation 
will  be  rendered  unnecessary,  if  the  same  persons  wfaio  now  hold  liceoaea,  but 
for  present  premises  only  without  additions  or  alterations,  are  not  deprived  of 
them  during  life,  except  on  conviction  of  breach  of  certificate  bef(n*e  tiie  tribunals 
that  try  such  cases.     A  single  conviction  to  terminate  the  license. 

•<  Transfers  of  license  certificates  may  continue  to  be  sanctioned  as  at  present 
by  any  two  or  more  Justices  or  Magistrates,  till  next  half-yearly  licensing  term, 
when  the  transfer  would  lapse,  and  application  be  made  to  the  Licensing  Board, 
and  be  dei^t  with  as  an  application  for  a  new  or  additional  license. 

**  Licenses  to  terminate  as  at  present  with  death  or  insolvency,  and  not  to  be 
transferable  by  executors,  or  trustees  for  creditors,  beyond  the  termination  of 
the  current  hslf-year. 

**  As  licenses  were  reduced  in  number,  the  tendency  may  be  to  enhacnce  the 
value  of  those  that  remain.  Local  Option  fairly  implies  not  merely  power  to 
reduce,  or  even  to  have  no  licensed  places  at  all,  but  also  to  increase.  Aeeosatioiii 
of  favouritism  will  be  avoided,  imd  consideraUe  saving  effected  in  poor-imtea 
and  police-rates,  if  Licensing  Boards,  after  fixing  the  number  of  each  class  of 
new  Ucenses  to  be  granted  in  each  locality  under  their  jurisdiction,  are  anthorised 
to  dispose  of  these  by  sealed  tenders,  or  by  public  sale,  for  a  term  of  years  to 
persons  of  certified  character,  and  for  premises  of  certified  suitability,  in  terms 
of  the  existing  Licensing  Acts, 

**  The  sums  thus  obtained,  in  addition  to  the  Ctovemment  tax,  vsay  be  payable 
monthly  to  the  poor-rate  collector  and  the  police-rate  collector  for  each  looility. 
one-half  to  each ;  the  ratepayers  would  thus  receive  the  profits  that  niow  go  ta 
the  owners  of  licensed  house  property. 

**  Where  Local  Option  takes  the  form  of  licensing  too  many,  the  'PnUicsos 
Certificate  (Scotland)  Act,'  1876,  supphes  a  check.  That  Act  provides  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Licensing  Committee  of  from  three  to  twelve  Justioea  lor  each 
county,  and  for  each  borough  of  three  Magistrates  along  with  three  eoantf 
Justices,  whose  confirmation  is  needed  for  new  licenses^  bnt  not  fcr  such  as  are 
merely  continued  from  year  to  year. 

**  llie  hours  named  in  the  Scb«dnle  of  the  existing  Act  are  eight  A.1I.  for  open- 
ing,  and  eleven  p.m.  for  dosing.  Clause  II.  in  the  Act  of  1862  seems  to  give  power 
to  vary  these  hours  between  six  and  ei^^t  o'dock  in  the  morning,  and  nine  sad 
eleven  o'clock  at  ni^tb  But  when  the  Rothesay  Magistrates  fixed  horns  that 
lessened  the  selling  time  from  the  fifteen  hours  named  in  the  Schedole,  the  Cesrt 
of  Session  and  the  House  of  Lords  decided  against  them. 

"  In  any  new  Act  permission  should  be  given  to  vary  the  opening  and  dosiiig 
hours  within  the  limits  named  in  the  Schedule,  so  as  to  reduce  the  selling  time 
to  not  less  than  thirteen  hours. 

"  It  is  desirable  that  passenger  steamers  <m  the  rivets  and  seaa  of  Seolisad 
should  be  under  control  of  the  licensing  authority  at  the  plaee  of  tiMir  first 
departure  with  passengers,  as  regards  the  sale  of  intoxicants. 
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"  The  provisiou  in  Clause  VI.  of  Act  1862,  for  special  permission  by  Magistrates 
and  Justices  for  extended  hours,  and  for  other  than  licensed  places,  had  better 
not  be  interfered  with  in  any  way  in  the  meantime.  It  ia  used  for  County  Balls, 
Ploughing  and  Curling  Matches,  Cattle  Shows,  Club  Suppers,  and  Weddings  in 
Public-houses.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  these,  it  is  not  desirable  nor 
practicable  that  legislation  should  attempt  to  go  further  than  it  will  be  supported 
by  public  opinion. 

"It  is  idso  desirable  that  Hotels  be  prohibited  from  supplying  intoxicating 
drink  on  the  Lord's  Day  to  so-called  bona-Jide  travellers,  or  to  others  than  those 
who  slept  in  the  house  the  previous  night,  or  are  to  sleep  that  night  in  the 
house." 

In  reply  to  this  circnlar  the  Committee  received  commuDications  from 
a  large  number  of  their  Presbyterial  correspondents  in  different  parts  of 
the  country.  Sev<eral  Presbyteries — those  of  Hamilton  and  Dunoon  in 
particular — sent  in  very  careful. and  detailed  suggestions  upon  the  subject. 
Availing  themselves  of  the  vakiable  assistance  received  in  this  way,  the 
Committee  after  full  consideratioa  came  unanimously  to  the  following 
general  conclusions: — '^(1.)  That  a  Local  Option  measure  ibr  Scotland 
should  be  passed  as  soon  as  possible.  (2.)  That  the  working  of  such  a 
measure  might  be  safely  intrusted  to  the  ratepayers,  who  should  elect 
Local  Boards  for  this  purpose  on  the  same  principle  as  School  Boards. 
(3.)  That  such  boards  should  have  power  to  'determine  all  questions 
regarding  the  number  of  houses,  hours  of  sale,  etc.'' 

On  December  28th,  1880,  a  deputation  from  the  Committee,  consisting  of 
the  Convener  and  Secretary,  along  with  the  Rev.  Professor  Blaikie,  D.D., 
had  an  interview  with  the  Lord  Advocate  at  his  chambers  in  Edinburgh. 
They  stated  to  him  the  position  and  wishes  of  the  Free  Church  in  the 
matter  of  Local  Option  as  eftiown  by  the  Deliverance  of  last  Assembly, 
and  laid  before  him  the  three  points  agreed  upon  by  the  Committee  and 
their  circular  to  Presbyteries  given  above.  They  also  urged  strongly 
that  public  opinion  in  Scotland  was  more  ripe  for  legislation  in  this 
matter  than  was  the  case  in  England,  and  that  it  was  therefore  of  great 
importance  that  there  should  be  no  delay  in  taking  practical  action  in  the 
way  desired.  The  Lord  Advocate  received  the  deputation  with  great 
courtesy,  and  entered  warmly  and  minutely  into  the  suggestions  made, 
showing  much  acquaintance  with  the  subject  in  its  di'flerent  aspects,  and 
evident  familiarity  with  details,  as  well  as  interest  in  tbe  general  question. 
The  matter  was,  he  said,  already  under  consideration  by  the  Home 
Secretary.  AU  measures  of  that  kind  were  of  course  subject  to  delay  on 
account  <ef  the  emergency  in  Ireland,  and  the  present  state  of  public 
basiness,  but  he  bad  reason  to  believe  that  a  measure  of  licensing  reform 
was  one  of  the  very  first  matters  of  Home  Legislation  likely  to  be  taken 
up  by  Government  The  views  of  the  Free  Church  of  Scotland  on  this 
subject,  and  the  statements  laid  before  him  by  the  deputation,  would 
receive  his  earnest  and  favourable  consideration,  and  would  be  duly 
represented  by  him  in  the  proper  quarter. 

A  largely  attended  public  meeting  was  held  in  January  in  the  City  Hall, 
Perth,  under  the  joint  auspices  of  the  Perth  Presbyteries  of  the  Free  and 
United  Presbyterian  Churches.  The  chair  was  occupied  by  the  largest 
employer  of  labour  in  the  city.  A  full  discussion  took  place  on  the  sub- 
ject of  ^'  Local  Option,  how  it  may  be  practically  carried  out."  At  the 
close  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to  : — 
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*'  (1.)  That  a  '  Local  Option  *  measure  for  Scotland  shoald  be  introdaoed  into 
Parliament,  and  passed  as  soon  as  possible.  (2.)  That,  while  maintaining  all 
existing  restrictions  on  the  drink  traffic,  Parliament  should  intrust  the  working 
of  such  a  measure  to  Local  Boards  elected  by  the  ratepayers,  on  the  same 
principle  as  School  Boards.  (3.)  That,  within  the  limits  of  existing  restrictions, 
such  Boards  should  have  power  to  determine  all  questions  regarding  number  of 
licensed  houses,  hours  of  sale,  etc.  (4.)  That  a  Petition  to  Parliament,  in  terms 
of  the  above  Resolutions,  be  prepared,  and  signed  by  the  Chairman  in  name  of 
this  Meeting,  and  forwarded  to  the  Member  for  the  city  for  presentation  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  to  Lord  Kinnaird  for  presentation  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Copies  of  the  Resolutions  to  be  sent  also  to  the  Member  for  the  county  and  the 
Lord  Advocate."^ 

The  following  Presbyteries  petitioned  Parliament  in  favour  of  a  Local 
Option  measure  for  Scotland, — viz.,  Arbroath,  Auchterarder,  Cupar, 
Dalkeith,  Dingwall,  Dunfermline,  Dornoch,  Fordjce, Glasgow,  Jedburgh, 
Kirkcaldy,  Kintyre,  Linlithgow,  Orkney,  Perth,  Stranraer,  Tain,  Turriff. 
Several  Kirk-Sessions  and  Congregational  Temperance  Societies  are  also 
reported  as  having  done  the  same.  The  petitions  seem  to  have  been,  for 
the  most  part,  substantially  on  the  lines  of  the  Perth  Resolutions,  which 
were  included  bj  instruction  of  the  Committee  in  a  circular  sent  in 
February  to  all  Presbyteries  of  the  Church. 

II.  Temperance  Work  in  Presbyteries, 

The  Committee  have  again  to  express  their  cordial  thanks  to  the  Con- 
veners of  Presbyterial  Temperance  Committees  and  Presbytery  Clerks 
throughout  the  country,  to  whom  they  owe  much  valuable  information. 
Full  and  classified  extracts  from  returns  of  this  kind  were  given  in  last 
year's  Report.  It  does  not  seem  needful  to  repeat  this  at  present.  It  may 
be  enough  to  say  that  the  important  and  interesting  work  then  reported 
to  the  Assembly  seems,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  going  hopefully  forward. 
A  few  specimens  only  may  be  submitted  this  year  from  the  Presbyterial 
returns. 

''Deputations  to  licensing  magistrates.  Congregational  action  sucoessful  in 
resisting  increase  of  licenses  in  mission  districts  "  [Edinburgh),  **  Memorial  and 
deputation  to  magistrates  "  {Olcugow,  Dunse  and  Chimside).     *'  A  short  pointed 

^  The  following  letter  was  received  by  the  Chairman  from  the  Member  for  the  city,  ind 
appeared  in  the  local  newspapers : — 

*'  House  OF  CoxMOKB,  Ath  Feb.  1881. 

"  Drab  Snt, — I  have  had  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  petition  ftom  the  pablic 
meeting  of  which  you  were  Chairman,  praying  for  legislation  in  favour  of  Local  Option 
by  the  institution  of  Local  Boards. 

"  Such  a  measure  is  delayed  by  two  chief  obstacles :  First,  the  whole  time  of  th« 
House  of  Commons  this  year  has  been  consumed,  not  so  much  by  urgent  Irish  business 
as  by  grossly  irregular  proceedings  of  Irish  Members.  Secondly,  oC  those  supportiii^ 
Local  Option,  there  are  still  many  in  the  country,  rather  than  in  Parliament,  wno  insist 
that  the  option  shall  be  exercised,  not  through  Local  Boards,  but  by  a  direct  popalsr 
vote — *  Aye '  or  '  No ' — on  total  prohibition. 

''  This  proposal,  formerly  known  as  the  Permissive  Bill,  has  never  been  able  to  obtain 
a  majority  in  any  House  of  Commons.  So  long  as  it  divides  the  forces  of  the  Tempennce 
party  progress  is  delayed.  I  rejoice  therefore  to  find  that  a  public  meeting  in  Perth  hu 
petitioued  distinctly  in  favour  of  Local  Option  through  Local  Boards.  Should  th« 
example  be  followed,  such  meetings  and  such  petitions  may  help  to  lay  the  foundation  for 
a  Bill  to  bo  promoted  by  Government,  and  by  all  who  desire  to  place  further  restriction  on 
the  present  inordinate  consumption  of  intoxicating  drink.— I  am,  etc., 

"C.  S,  Pabjub." 
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address  to  the  people  upon  Temperance  might  be  issued  with  advantage  by  the 
Assembly  "  {Jedburghj  Dunblane),  "  Presbytery  renewed  their  recommendation 
to  their  people  to  give  up  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  at  baptisms,  marriages, 
funerals,  and  all  such  occasions,  believing  that  such  customs  tend  greatly  to 
foster  drunkenness  "  {StrcUhhogie),  "  Public  conference  on  Temperance  under 
joint  auspices  of  Free  and  U.P.  Presbyteries"  {Perth,  Lanark),  "Bands  of 
Hope  increasing.  Good  reason  to  anticipate  the  time  when  every  Sabbath- 
school  will  be  associated  with  this  attractive  and  efficient  agency  for  enlisting 
the  intelligent  sympathy  of  our  young  people  in  the  exercise  of  the  honour- 
able self-denial  and  moral  courage  which  this  cause  requires"  {Edinburgh),  The 
Linlithgow  Temperance  Committee,  after  reporting  much  good  work  in  several 
congregations  of  their  Presbytery,  '*  would  venture  to  urge  upon  their  brethren 
a  renewed  consideration  of  their  duty  in  this  matter.  Although  the  member- 
ship of  a  Congregational  Association  may  not  be  large,  the  very  fact  of  its  being 
presided  over  by  the  minister,  and  concurred  in  by  the  office-bearers,  is  fitted  to 
exert  a  most  wholesome  influence  both  inside  and  outside  the  congregation. 
Example  throughout  the  year  is  far  more  eloquent  than  the  most  eloquent  sermon 
preached  at  the  end  of  it."  *'In  KirkintUloch  a  system  of  short  six-month 
pledges  prevails.  From  1100  to  1200  are  now  carrying  out  their  second  term 
there.  Much  exemplary  activity  manifest  in  this  town,  which  promises  to  give 
it  a  praiseworthy  distinction  in  the  Temperance  movement "  {OUugow), 

Generally,  it  appears  to  the  Committee  that,  while  nothing  very  novel 
or  outstanding  in  the  way  of  temperance  work  requires  this  year  to  be 
specially  reported  to  the  Assembly,  the  Church  has  cause  for  thankful- 
ness in  the  steady  growth  of  healthful  Christian  feeling  in  this  matter 
among  her  office-bearers — ^including  ministers — and  people,  and  in  the 
fruits  following. 

A  word  or  two  may  be  said  in  this  connection  with  respect  to  a  practical 
difficulty  which  some  of  our  own  ministers  feel  as  to  the  formation 
of  Congregational  Temperance  Societies.  Thej  fear  that  these  may 
prove  an  occasion  of  displace  in  sessions  and  congregations.  One 
Convener,  e.g,,  in  sending  his  very  careful  report  for  this  year  to  the 
Committee,  transmits  also  a  letter  from  a  respected  minister  of  his 
Presbytery  in  which  this  opinion  is  strongly  expressed.  It  seems  to  the 
Committee  but  fair  to  admit  that  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  real  danger 
in  this  direction.  The  possibility  of  it  has  been  indicated  in  the  As- 
sembly's Deliverances  regarding  Congregational  Temperance  Societies  for 
several  years  past.  The  Assembly  has  always  laid  stress  upon  the  ^*  basis  " 
of  such  associations  being  '*  a  well-considered  one,"  and  upon  the  whole 
being  ''under  the  superintendence  of  minister  and  office-bearers."  Where 
these  conditions  are  not  attended  to,  or  where  they  cannot,  from  the 
circumstances  of  the  case,  be  secured,  it  is  better  that  there  should  be  no 
Congregational  Association  at  all.  Wherever  it  is  proposed  to  form  one, 
the  Committee  hold  it  to  be  of  the  greatest  importance  that  the  ground 
of  Christian  expediency,  so  distinctly  stated  in  the  Assembly's  Deliverance 
of  1877,^  should  be  clearly  taken  at  the  outset,  and  that  Christian 
liberty  should  be  strongly  asserted  by  iheformen  of  the  Society  for  those 
who  do  not  see  their  way  to  join  it.  If  this  is  done,  and  the  Society 
goes  forward  under  a  kindly  and  wise  superintendence,  as  well  as  with 
sympathy  on  the  part  of  minister  and  office-bearers  for  the  great  object 

I  "  Recognising  Abstinence,  on  the  ground  of  Christian  expediency,  as  a  lawful  and 
honourable  course  for  the  friends  of  Temperance,  especially  as  regards  the  personal 
protection  of  many  who  are  exposed  to  special  danger,  and  the  influence  which  it  exerts 
rn  opposition  to  the  drinking  usages  of  the  country."  June  1, 1877 ;  repeated  May  31, 
1878. 
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which  its  memhers  have  at  heart,  the  Committee  believe  that  the  fears 
referred  to  will  prove  groundless. 

Further,  it  is  for  ministers  to  consider  whether  there  may  not  be  equal 
or  greater  dangers  on  the  other  side.  May  not  the  apathy  of  the  Church 
and  the  want  of  guidance  on  her  part  in  the  past  have  given  rise  to  the 
extreme  views  which  cause  trouble  now  ?  Are  not  such  views  more 
likely  to  develop  themselves  in  sessions  and  eongregations  where  there 
is  an  apparent  want  of  sympathy  and  practical  effort  in  the  Temperance 
cause,  and  where  zealous  and  warm-hearted  men  are  driven  to  outside 
organisations  for  what  they  might  have  found  within  the  Church  T 

At  all  events,  the  fact  remains  that  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
testimony  reaches  the  Committee  as  to  the  beneficial  results  of  Con- 
gregational Temperance  organisation.  Exceptional  cases  may  exist ;  but, 
as  a  rule,  it  is  found  an  advantage  in  many  ways  to  have  in  each  con- 
gregation a  special  centre  of  Temperance  information,  influence,  and 
effort.  The  Convener  will  be  glad  to  receive  communications  on  this 
subject  from  ministers  who  may  be  desiroiis  of  forming  or  strengthening 
such  Associations. 

IIL  Opium  Trade  with  China. 

Last  Assembly  memorialised  Her  Majesty ^s  Government  against  the 
manufacture  and  sale  of  opium  by  our  Indian  Government,  to  be  used 
for  purposes  of  vicious  indulgence,  and  against  the  policy  of  forcing  the 
Chinese  to  allow  its  introduction  into  their  counirj,— (Acts,  p.  231.) 
The  matter  was  not  expressly  remitted  to  the  Temperance  Committee. 
It  seems  however  to  fall  naturally  within  tl^ir  sphere,  and  was  brought 
under  their  notice  at  an  early  meeting  by  some  of  the  members  at  whose 
suggestion  the  Assembly  itself  took  action.  The  Committee  therefore 
hope  to  be  excused  for  what  they  have  done  in  this  matter. 

Valuable  information  was  received  regarding  it  from  members 
connected  with  the  Glasgow  branch  of  the  "  Anglo-Oriental  Society  for 
the  Suppression  of  the  Opium  Trade."  The  attention  of  Presbyteries 
was  called  to  the  subject,  and  to  the  Assembly's  Memorial,  in  the  circular 
issued  by  the  Committee  early  in  spring. 

The  following  Church  Courts  have  since  then  petitioned  Parliannent 
against  the  Opium  Trade  with  China^  viz.,  the  Piresbyteriea  of 
Auchterarder,  Biggar  and  Peebles,  Cupar,  Fordyce,  Kintyre,  Lanark, 
Orkney,  Tain,  and  the  Synod  of  Perth  and  St'irling. 

The  two  practical  points  aimed  at  by  the  Society  above  named  are : — 

'*  (1.)  That  the  British  Government  of  India  shall  not  eneourage  and 
promote  the  opium  trade. 

^*  (2.)  Tliat  all  coercion  shall  be  withdrawn  from  China,  and  that  the 
Government  of  that  country  shall  be  kept  absolutely  free  to  prohibit  the 
entrance  of  our  opium  altogether,  or  to  lay  upon  it  what  taxes  it  pleases." 

Sir  Thomas  Wade,  now  British  Ambassador  at  Pekin,  stated  in  a 
memorandum  to  Government  in  1871 : — **  It  is  to  me  vain  to  think  other- 
wise of  the  use  of  the  drug  in  China  than  as  of  a  habit  many  times  more 
pernicious,  nationally  speaking,  than  the  gin  and  whisky  drinking  which  we 
deplore  at  home.  It  takes  possession  more  insidiously,  and  keeps  ita  hold  to 
the  full  as  tenaciously.  I  know  r  >  case  of  radical  enre.  It  has  insared,  in 
every  case  within  my  knowledge,  the  steady  descent,  moral  and  physical, 
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of  the  smoker,  and  it  is,  so  far,  a  greater  mischief  than  drink,  that  it  does 
not,  by  external  evidences  of  its  effect,  expose  its  victim  to  the  loss  of 
repute,  which  is  the  penalty  of  habitual  drunkenness." 

In  the  May  number  of  The  Gospd  in  Ghina^  published  by  the  Foreign 
Missions  Committee  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England,  the  following 
statement  is  made : — 

"  The  finger  of  scorn  is  justly  pointed  at  us  in  this  matter,  and  now  in  a  more 
significant  way  than  ever.  The  United  States  has  just  concluded  a  fresh  treaty 
with  China,  the  second  article  of  which  is  : — 

"'Art.  2.  The  Governments  of  China  and  of  the  United  States  mutually 
agree  and  undertake  that  Chinese  subjects  shall  not  be  permitted  to  import  opium 
into  any  of  the  ports  of  the  United  States ;  and  citizens  of  the  United  States 
ahall  not  be  permitted  to  import  opium  into  any  of  the  open  ports  of  China,  to 
transport  it  from  one  open  port  to  any  other  open  iK>rt»  or  to  buy  or  sell  opium 
in  any  of  the  open  ports  of  China.  This  absolute  prohibition,  which  extends  to 
vessels  owned  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  power,  to  foreign  vessels 
employed  by  them,  or  to  vessels  owned  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either 
power,  and  employed  by  other  persons  for  the  transportation  of  opium,  shall  be 
enforced  by  appropriate  legislation  on  the  part  of  China  and  the  United  States, 
and  the  b^efits  of  the  favoured-nation  clause  in  existing  treaties  shall  not  be 
claimed  by  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  power,  as  against  the  provisions  of 
this  article.' 

"  The  effect  of  this  article  is  in  the  interest  of  China,  to  isolate  England  in  her 
upholding  of  that  which  is  so  clearly  doing  China  a  great  wrong,  and  to  give  a 
sharp  rebuke  to  those  who  assert  thab  China  ha»  no  desire  to  restrain  the  traffic, 
even  if  we  give  her  the  power. 

'*Dr.  Mackenzie,  of  the  London  Missionary  Society  at  Tien-tsin,  who  is 
physician  to  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  li-hung-chang,  writes  that  the  Viceroy 
specially  thanked  the  American  Commissioners  for  their  willing  insertion  of  the 
opium  clause,  and  said,  *  I  recognise  this  action  as  being  in  accordance  with  the 
precepts  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  it  does  honour  to  both  nations.' " 

IV. — Gorrupondence  with  other  Churches. 

Friendly  communications  have  been  held  with  the  Conveners  of  Tem- 
peranee  Committees  in  the  English,  Irish,  and  Canadian  Presbyterian 
Churches.  In  the  Synod  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  England  an 
interesting  discussion  took  place  at  the  meeting  in  Newcastle  in  April,  in 
connection  with  the  Report  on  Temperance ;  and  a  forward  step  was 
made  by  the  organisation  of  a  Temperance  Society,  under  the  sanction 
of  the  Synod,  upon  the  same  general  lines  as  those  of  the  Church  of 
England  Society,  the  nature  and  work  of  which  have  been  referred  to  by 
this  Committee  in  former  years. 

As  regards  the  churches  in  Scotland,  your  Committee  observe  with 
pleasure,  that  combined  action  in  Temperance  work,  with  our  brethren 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  has  been  successfully  carried  out  by 
more  than  one  Presbytery  during  the  past  year.  They  trust  that  the 
example  of  practical  co-operation  in  this  great  cause  may  be  largely  fol- 
lowed.   They  believe  it  likely  to  be  fruitful  in  the  best  results. 

v.  In  conclusion,  the  Committee  would  respectfully  remind  the 
Assembly  and  the  Church  of  the  conclusions  arrived  at  by  the  recent 
Royal  Commission  on  grocers*  licences?^  A  most  important  body  of  evi- 
dence was  gathered  by  that  Commission,  including  especially  the  testimony 
of  almost  all  the  Superintendents  of  Police,  in  favour  of  the  separation 
22  B 


I 

I 

i 

\  10  REPOKT  OF  TKMPBRAXCE  COMMITTED.  XXII. 

uf  the  sale  of  drink  from  that  of  groceries.  Your  Committee  feel  that  it 
is  very  desirable  that  this  should  not  be  suffered  to  fall  oat  of  sight,  and 
that  suitable  action  should  be  taken  for  this  end.  They  would  aUo  again 
call  attention  to  the  evils  arising  from  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks  to 
young  people  and  others  in  confectioners'  shops  and  restaurants. 

The  Committee  rejoice  in  the  overwhelming  majority  by  which  the 
second  reading  of  the  Sunday  Closing  Bill  for  Wales  was  carried  in  the 
House  of  Commons.  They  trust  that  a  like  success  may  attend  Mr. 
Stevenson's  Bill  for  closing  public-houses  in  England  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

As  regards  action  by  the  Assembly,  the  Committee  would  suggest : — 

(1.)  That  a  private  conference  on  Temperance,  open  to  all  ministers 
and  elders  of  the  Church,  be  held  by  the  Assembly,  and  that  an  evening 
sederunt  be  secured,  if  possible,  as  in  the  last  three  Assemblies,  for  the 
discussion  of  the  Eeport 

(2.)  That  a  short,  pointed  Pastoral  Address  on  Intemperance  might 
be  issued  by  the  Assembly,  to  be  read  or  referred  to  from  all  the  pulpits 
of  the  Church,  about  the  time  of  the  New  Year.. 

(3.)  That,  having  regard  to  the  general  and  eonenrrent  expression  of 
opinion  by  Presbyteries  on  the  subject,  the  Assembly  should  urge  upon 
Parliament  the  necessity  of  a  Local  Option  measure  for  Scotland^  which, 
within  the  limits  of  existing  restrictions,  would  place  the  control  of  the 
drink  traffic  in  the  hands  of  representative  Boards,  elected  by  the  rate- 
payers on  th^  same  principle  as  School  Boards. 

In  name  and  by  authority  ofihe  Committee^ 

D.  D.  BANNERMAN,  CbntwiMr. 
WM.  ROSS»  Secretary. 


No.  XXUI. 


BEPOBT 


OF  THE 


ASSEMBLY  HALL  COMMITTEE 


MAY    1881. 


Thb  Gommittsb,  under  the  instruotionB  given  them  by  last  Assembly, 
beg  to  lay  upon  the  table  of  the  House  three  plans  which  they  have 
thought  it  right  to  request  Messrs.  Kinnear  and  Peddie,  Architects,  to 
prepare  for  the  Assembly's  information.  The  Members  of  Assembly  at 
present  number  738,  and  the  accommodation  for  them  is  only  at  the  out- 
side limit  less  than  600,  of  whom  fuU  100  are  provided  with  seats  in  the 
West  Gullery.  This  is  not  convenient  at  any  time,  and  very  inconvenient 
when  a  division  takes  place,  or  when  a  Member  who  has  his  seat  there 
requires  to  address  the  House. 

Under  plan  No.  1  the  present  arrangement  is  continued,  giving  more 
convenient  access  to  the  body  of  the  HaJl  to  those  Members  who  require 
to  take  their  seats  in  the  Gallery.  Under  this  plan  provision  is  made  for 
150  additional  Members  in  the  House,  but  154  seats  would  be  taken  from 
the  Gallery.    The  estimated  cost  is  £500. 

Under  plan  No.  2  part  of  the  Gallery  opposite  the  Moderator's  chair 
is  so  altered  as  to  give  additional  accommodation  for  Members  in  the 
House,  encroaching,  however,  on  the  space  hitherto  allotted  to  season  ticket- 
holders,  and  to  office-bearers  and  students.  Under  this  plan  there  would  be 
provision  in  the  Hall  for  170  additional  Members,  and  the  accommodation 
of  the  public  would  be  reduced  by  22.     The  estimated  cost  is  £1000. 

Under  plan  No.  3  the  present  Hall  would  be  enlarged.  Additional 
room  would  be  provided  for  200  Members,  and  for  154  of  the  public,  and 
certain  other  considerable  advantages  would  be  gained.  The  estimated 
cost  is  £3000. 

It  seems  almost  unnecessary  to  add,  that  if  the  present  representation  is 
to  continue,  and  with  the  progress  of  the  Church  the  Members  of  Assembly 
are  year  by  year  to  be  increased  in  number,  some  plan  must  be  adopted 
to  insure  their  comfort  during  the  sittings  of  Assembly. 

F.  BROWN-DOUGLAS, 

Convener, 
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^xtt  €^nxt\i  at  Sf0tIan!lr. 


REPORT    OF    THE    COMMITTEE 


0« 


DISBUPTION    EECOEDS 


MAT    1881. 


Tri  Committsb  have  to  report  that  during  tlie  past  year  the  following 
additions  to  the  Dismption  MSS.  haye  been  receiTed,  vis^ :— - 

Olenisla,  by  the  Bev.  T.  Bain,  Goupar- Angus. 
STRATHBoaiB,  by  the  Eev.  T.  Bain,  Goupar- Angus. 
Laoqan,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Shaw. 
Olenisla^  by  John  Mackenzie,  Esq.  of  Alriok. 
PoRTPATRiOK,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Urquhart 

They  have  also  to  state  that  Part  III.  of  the  Annals  of  the  Disruption 
has  been  oompleted  and  published.     A  copy  is  herewith  produced. 

In  name  of  ike  Committee^ 

THOMAS  BROWN,  Oaiwener. 
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REPORT 


OF  THE 


PSALMODY  COMMITTEE 


MAY   1881. 


I. — GEBTIFICATEa 

Two  persons  have  in  the  course  of  the  year  applied  for  and  taken  the 
Committee's  Certificate,  viz. : — 

Mr.  Dai^isl  MacGreoor,  Court  House,  Dundee,  examined  by  Mr.  Alexander 

Adamson. 
Mr.  W.  SA27DISON,  Burghead,  examined  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Roddie,  InvemeBs. 


II. — Sales  of  Books. 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  and  seven  copies  have  been  sold ;  being 
1538  copies  in  the  Sul-Fa,  and  725  in  the  staff  notation,  and  44  copies 
not  marked.  The  sales,  as  in  former  years,  have  been  chiefly  of  the 
complete  book.  The  total  number  of  sales  of  every  kind  since  1873  has 
been  47,462.     The  royalties  this  year  have  amounted  to  £7,  2s. 

The  general  expectation  of  the  appearance  at  this  Assembly  of  the  New 
Hymn-Book,  and  at  the  same  time  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Revised 
Scottish  Psalmody,  has  operated  unfavourably  on  the  number  of  sales. 


III. — Secebtary's  Work. 

For  this  the  Committee  refer  to  his  report  as  given  in  the  Appendix. 
Mr.  Eidston  of  Ferniegair  has,  with  his  usual  generosity,  given  £42,  18s., 
and  has  thus  made  up  as  salary  the  sum  of  £50.     For  this  he  deserves 
the  warmest  thanks  of  the  Church. 
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IV. 


The  Committee  bas  much  satiufkction  in  laying  co[»e9  of  the  Supple- 
ment on  the  Assembly's  table.  It  contains  in  all  thirty  tunes  and  three 
chants.  In  the  selection  of  these  tones  the  greatest  care  has  been  taken 
to  gather  op  as  far  as  possible  the  general  mind  of  the  Chorch  oo  this 
Kubject.  Adrertisements  were  inserted  in  the  Missionary  Beeord  calling 
for  tones ;  those  having  any  considerable  nnmber  of  votes  in  their  faTOor 
were  selected,  and  the  whole  lists  were  handed  over  to  a  sab-committee 
ro  make  additions  and  to  provide  harmonies.  An  arrangement  was  also 
made  with  the  Hymn  Committee  to  proride  that  all  tones  that  an  to 
appear  in  both  books  shall  appear  exactly  in  the  same  form  both  as  to 
melody  and  harmony.  The  Committee  beliere  that  the  work  of  this  Sob- 
Committee  has  been  well  done.  It  is  hoped  that  this  Supplement  will 
Rnpply  a  want  which  has  been  extensively  felt,  and  will  also  proTe  nsefol 
in  promoting  a  love  for  the  Psalms  in  the  service  of  praise,  as  well  as  in 
farthering  the  cause  of  musical  education  among  the  people  at  lar^ 

JOHN  THOMSON, 


APPENDIX, 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 

Tyuwva  the  past  year  my  work  has  been  very  much  the  same  as 
visiting  congregations,  lectmring,  examining  c\vmm,  and  candidates  for  the  office 
of  precentor — anpi^yiiig  teachers,  and  leaders  of  psalmody  to  coiigregaiioo&  In 
this  latter  department  the  work  is  cootinnous ;  applicatioDS  come  ^rom  all  parts 
of  the  country,  some  even  from  England  and  Ireland ;  I  have  had  as  M&any  as 
six  vacancies  in  hand  at  one  time,  and  always  have  some  before  my  notice. 

Tbe  great  difficulty  is  to  get  men  properly  qualified.  Musical  knowledge  is 
now  to  be  had  to  any  extent,  but  the  power  of  using  such  knowledge  with  cor- 
rectness^ taste,  and  expression,  is  very  rare  indeed.  Congregations  who  pay  high 
salaries  expect  some  rednement  in  style  of  nuging,  as  well  as  in  pronoaeiaEtioB, 
and  in  the  general  manner  of  the  candidates. 

The  only  congregations  at  a  distance  which  I  have  this  year  visited  and 
addressed  upon  the  subject  of  ooogregstional  praise,  and  tbe  best  means  for  its 
improvement,  are  those  of  Tain,  Strathpeffer,  and  Forres^  in  all  of  which  I  had 
large  audiences^  and  met  with  a  kind  reception. 

A  fine  full  sound  of  tune  and  hannony  is  more  frequentiy  to  be  heard  in  oar 
middle-class  and  mixed  congregations  than  in  those  who  may  think  themselves 
more  musical  and  refined.  This  arises  usually  from  the  general  want  of  the  power 
of  reading  vocal  music  at  sight  among  the  latter.  The  Tonic  Sol-fa  method  has 
uot  yet  permeated  the  upper  classes  of  our  people,  as  it  has  the  middle  and  lower, 
and  consequently  it  teUs  very  mueh  upon  the  voice  of  song  in  the  different  emigre- 
gations. 
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Many  try  to  make  up  for  the  want  of  the  power  of  reading  music,  by  osing  a 
harmonium  at  practising!  and  cbiss  meetings,  so  that  those  who  cannot  sing  alone 
may  be  enabled  to  do  so  by  means  of  sudh  assistance.  This  expedient  is  very 
naturally  resorted  to  by  those  who  are  constantly  in  the  habit  of  singing  with  an 
instrumental  accompaniment,  but  the  result  in  our  coDgregations  is  disappointing, 
for  it  in  no  way  enables  those  who  are  dependent  upon  such  help  ever  to  sing 
alone,  and  having  no  confidence  iu  their  own  powers,  they  are  unable  to  sustain 
their  parts  in  the  music  of  the  congregation. 

In  consequence  of  the  failure  of  this  expedient,  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  another, 
still  more  objectionable,  is  in  some  quarters  being  resorted  to,  viz.,  the  engag- 
ing of  paid  or  professional  singers  to  sustain  the  leading  parts.  A  necessity  of 
this  kind  can  only  arise  from  Uie  people  being  unable  or  unwilling  to  join  in  the 
service  of  praise,  or  from  the  precentor  being  unable  to  teach  or  lead  them ;  to 
hire  singers  to  sing  for  them,  and  to  them,  is  surely  not  likely  ever  to  remedy 
this  state  of  matters. 

In  the  Free  Church  this  expedient  is  quite  new,  though  not  at  all  uncommon  in 
some  other  denominations,  who  seem  to  try  to  follow  America  in  this  respect. 
There  it  is  well  known  the  system  has  led  to  great  abuses  of  various  kinds,  and 
liere  similar  results  must  necessarily  follow. 

Nothing  but  proper  elementary  instruction  in  music  can  secure  correct  and 
satisfactory  singing  in  our  churches,  and  frequently  where  this  has  not  been 
attended  to,  church  choirs  have  been  disbanded,  and  the  old  fashion  of  a  pre- 
centor with  a  good  leading  voice  has  been  reintroduced. 

It  is  exceedingl}'  desirable  that  our  ministers  and  office-bearers  should  take 
more  interest  in  the  psalmody  of  the  congregation,  and  in  encouraging  any 
arrangements  that  may  be  made  for  instruction,  and  securing  the  attendance  at 
psalmody  practisings. 

For  some  time  a  Sub-Committee,  consisting  of  the  Bev.  Mr.  Thom,  Messrs. 
Anderson,  Merrylees,  and  Brown,  Convener,  have  been  busily  engaged  upon  the 
Supplement  to  the  ScottUh  Psalmody.  Many  of  our  ministers  and  elders  have 
taken  an  interest  in,  and  given  much  help  to  this  work.  A  great  deal  of  time 
has  been  given  to  the  selection  of  tunes  from  the  numerous  lists  handed  in  to  the 
Psalmody  Committee,  and  from  the  books  referred  to. 

The  selection  is  now  complete,  and  contains  in  all  three  chants  and  thirty 
tones  in  common,  long,  and  short  metres.  Among  these  there  is  great  variety. 
From  the  generally  expressed  desire  that  the  Supplement  should  contain  some 
of  the  more  ornate  tunes  from  the  original  Scottish  Psalmody,  the  list  contains 
a  number  of  them,  and  as  a  larger  range  of  choice  has  been  thus  allowed  than  in 
the  compilation  of  the  revised  edition,  some  new  and  very  beantiful  tunes  have 
been  made  available. 

The  majority  are  bright  in  character,  but  though  some  of  the  tunes  are  more 
ornate  than  in  the  previous  part  of  the  work,  they  are  all  in  true  melodic  form, 
and  will  thus  be  easily  learned,  and  readily  sung  by  our  congregations. 

COLIN  BROWN,  Secretary, 
Glaboow,  AprU  23d,  1881. 


No.  XXVI. 


^xtt  €^nxt^  ai  S^cailunti, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON  THE 


MAEEIAGE  AFFINITY  BILL 


MAY    1881. 


The  Committee  have  to  report  that,  in  pnrsnance  of'  the  charge 
assigned  to  them  hy  the  Assembly,  they  resolved  in  Jnly  last,  when  there 
seemed  a  likelihood  that  a  Bill  for  legalising  marriage  with  a  deceased 
wife's  sister  might  be  passed,  to  reprint  in  a  separate  form,  and  circulate 
among  the  Members  of  Parliament,  the  summary  of  objections  to  that 
measure,  contained  in  the  Report  presented  to  the  Assembly  in  1879. 
That  Bill  was  not  passed ;  and  no  progress  has  as  yet  been  made  with  a 
similar  one  during  the  present  Session,  against  which  the  Commission  in 
March  resolved  to  petition.  The  Committee  therefore  have  not  thought  it 
necessary  to  take  any  further  steps  in  the  meantime ;  but,  as  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  Bill  will  be  pushed  on  now,  the  Committee,  if  re-appointed, 
will  continue  to  watch  over  the  matter,  in  the  abiding  conviction  that  the 
proposed  change  of  the  law  would  be  contrary  to  Scriptural  morality, 
injurious  to  social  well-being,  and  likely  to  lead  to  further  changes,  and 
to  a  general  unsettlement  of  the  convictions  of  the  community  in  regard 
to  the  law  of  marriage.  They  would  venture  to  remind  the  members 
of  the  Assembly,  that  if  a  permanently  successful  resistance  is  to  be 
made  to  a  change  which  is  favoured  by  many,  and  very  persistently  urged 
on,  there  must  be  expression  of  opposition  to  it,  not  merely  from  Church 
Courts  and  Committees,  but  from  the  body  of  the  office-bearers  and  mem- 
bers of  the  Church ;  and  they  commend  to  the  attention  and  interest  of 
the  Church  in  general  this  matter,  which  they  believe  to  be  one  of  no 
small  importance. 

JAS.  S.  CANDLI8H,  D.D., 

Convener,  I 
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REPORT 


OF 


COMMITTEE   ON   CHURCH   RATES. 


MAY  1881. 


This  grievance  is  now  too  well  known  to  need  any  statement  about 
it.  It  has  been  admitted  by  Government  after  Government,  and  hopes 
of  relief  raised  from  time  to  time  only  to  be  disappointed — and  even  now 
again,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  Government  would 
not  be  unwilling  to  attempt  dealing  with  the  matter  with  a  view  to  its 
removal. 

It  is  obvious,  however,  that  with  the  extremely  limited  fragments 
of  time  which  Parliament  can  give  to  Scottish  affairs  during  this  session, 
and  the  plainly  announced  necessity  for  substantial  agreement  if  a  Bill 
were  to  be  carried  through, — a  condition  which  is  utterly  hopeless — it 
would  simply  be  a  waste  of  effort  to  press  the  Government  to  introduce 
any  measure  anent  it. 

And  hope  thus  deferred  finds  its  usual  level — there  being  other 
things  which  tend  in  the  same  direction  ;  for  example,  the  intermittent 
nature  of  the  incidence  of  the  rate  which  makes  combined  interest  and 
action  difficult ;  the  absence  of  any  expressed  desire  for  relief  on  the  part 
of  the  great  landholders,  arising  out  of  the  fact  that  their  properties  have 
been  inherited  or  acquired  with  this  admitted  lien  over  them ;  the 
passive  resistance  of  the  supporters  of  the  Establishment,  on  whose  help 
this  Committee  had  calculated,  as  it  was  only  reasonable  to  think  that 
these  would  naturally  desire  the  removal  of  that  friction  and  irritation 
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which,  SO  far,  hindered  it  from  worldog  smooth] j  mnd  sweedj ;  and  U.«t, 
but  Dot  least,  the  morement  for  Disestablishment 

This  Committee  never  was  a  Disestablishment  Committee.  It 
took  up  this  matter  in  good  faith,  for  the  purpose  of  secoring  tLe 
removal  of  an  admitted  grievance.  It  has  not  succeeded,  and  that  for 
reasons  which  have  forced  opon  many  reluctant  minds  the  convietioo  that 
there  is  onlj  one  waj  now  of  attaining  redress  for  this  as  well  as  manr 
other  evils,  and  that  is  Disestablishment. 

In  the  circumstances  in  which  it  finds  itself,  it  will  serve  no  end  t** 
re-appoint  this  Committee ;  the  matter  of  Church  Rates  should  be  formally 
remitted  to  the  Committee  on  Church  and  State,  to  be  dealt  with  in  the 
light  of  its  relations  to  the  one  great  obvious  duty  which  lies  now  ori 
this  Church — the  dutj  of  securing,  as  speedily  as  possible,  the  term  in  a 
tion  of  the  existing  connection  between  Church  and  State  in  Scotland. 

A.  H.  COWAN,  Cimven^r. 


No.  ZZVIU. 
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ON 


CHURCH  AND  STATE  IN  SCOTLAND. 
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DuBiNa  the  past  year,  the  Committee  have  watched  attentively  the 
progress  of  events  in  connection  with  the  subject  committed  to  them.  But 
in  the  critical  condition  of  affairs  they  have  not  thought  it  desirable  to 
take  any  special  measures  to  stir  the  mind  of  the  Free  Church  community 
in  reference  to  it.  It  is  well  understood  that  the  question  of  Church  and 
State  in  Scotland  has  been  raised,  and  is  before  the  public.  But  it  has 
also  been  strongly  represented  that  the  pressure  of  imperial  affairs  as  yet 
renders  it  impossible  to  concentrate  upon  the  Scottish  question  the  interest 
and  attention  necessary  in  order  to  visi  le  progress.  The  Committee  have 
not  felt  disposed,  in  these  circumstances,  to  precipitate  expressions  of  opinion 
which  might  be  more  effective  at  a  later  date. 

At  the  same  time,  this  state  of  things  is  evidently  attended  with  such 
an  amount  of  risk  as  to  warrant  special  watchfulness*  The  advocates  of 
things  as  they  are,  naturally  take  advantage  of  it  in  order  to  produce  the 
impression  that  the  question  of  Church  and  State  in  Scotland  is  indefinitely 
postponed,  or  has  not  yet  taken  hold  of  the  general  mind.  It  becomes 
the  duty  of  those  who  share  the  views  sanctioned  by  former  General 
Assemb&es  of  this  Church  to  take  c^re,  during  a  year  such  as  has  now 
passed,  that  no  public  events  are  allowed  to  assume  such  a  character  as 
to  lend  support  or  countenance  to  the  impression  referred  to,  or  to  render 
it  credible  that  such  an  impression  is  acquiesced  in  by  this  Church. 

On  this  account,  your  Committee  felt  called  upon  to  offer  opposition  to 
the  Bill  on  Teinds  now  before  Parliament.  They  do  not  douDt  that  the 
main  object  of  Oovemment^in  introducing  the  Bill  was  to  simplify 
legal  powers,  without  disturbance  of  existing  rights.  But  your  Com- 
mittee think  it  objectionable  that  Government  should  apply  itself  to 
28 


2  KXPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHI7RCU  AND  STATB  IN  SCOTLAND.      ZXYIIL 

remodel  the  apparatus  of  the  existing  Establish meot,  as  if  the  qnestion  of 
its  continuanoe  had  not  been  raised ;  and  still  more  they  object  to  it 
when  the  effect  is  in  point  of  fact  to  facilitate  processes  for  augmen- 
tations. 

Still  the  Committee  do  not  desire  that  the  Church  should  fasten  an 
undue  degree  of  attention,  or  apply  an  undue  amount  of  energy,  to  a 
matter  that  is  relatively  so  inconsiderable  as  the  Teind  Bill.  They  are 
rather  disposed  to  see  in  this  incident  an  illustration  fitted  to  awaken  a 
livelier  sense  of  the  disadvantage  and  retardation  to  which  a  great 
question  is  exposed,  and  to  impress  upon  the  Church's  mind  the  evil  of 
acquiescing  in  the  continuance  of  it  Ecclesiastical  arrangements  in 
Scotland,  as  they  stand,  are  scandalously  unjust  and  scandalously  absurd. 
The  continuance  of  them  threatens  to  entail  on  the  country  the  gravest 
evils.  For  if  the  community  once  resigns  itself  to  the  idea  that  the 
effort  to  remedy  them  is  indefinitely  postponed,  the  silent  tendency,  in 
the  general  mind  will  be  to  gravitate  towards  a  Broad  Church  Nationalism, 
which  will  undermine  and  destroy  all  that  is  characteristic  and  valu- 
able in  Scottish  Christianity.  The  duration  of  things  as  they  are,  is 
sedulously  improved  by  members  of  the  Established  Church,  in  order  to 
create  or  cherish  the  impression  that  her  position  is  valid  and  unassail- 
able. And  the  mere  progress  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  oonntry  will 
be  conformed  to  the  idea  that  no  change  is  practicable,  and  will  thus  pro- 
pagate that  idea,  unless  we  make  it  felt  that  the  contrary  idea  claims  to 
shape  itself  in  some  form  into  reality.  It  will  not  do  for  us  merely  to  com- 
plain of  statesmen.  The  truth  is,  statesmen  rather  have  the  right  to 
complain  of  us,  if  the  rights  and  interests  which  it  pertains  to  us  to 
make  vocal,  are  allowed  to  slumber  in  silence.  Mr.  Gladstone  and 
Lord  Hartington  have  both  of  them  recognised  that  a  claim  of  justice 
exists,  that  a  question  of  public  justice  and  of  public  policy  is  raised  in 
Scotland,  which  statesmen  must  respect  We  are  thus  placed  under  an 
increased  responsibility.  Whatever  obstacles  may  for  the  moment  exist, 
by  which  the  settlement  of  the  question  is  delayed,  it  would  appear  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  Church  to  make  it  very  clear  that  the  interest  in  it,  and 
the  resoluteness  in  regard  to  it,  are  unabated,  and  thai,  looking  to  the 
welfare  of  Church  and  nation,  we  claim  for  it  immediate  attention  and 
speedy  settlement. 

ROBERT  BAINY, 

Convener, 


Jfrtt  €)^nxtl^  ai  Stntlantr. 
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Tus  Committee  on  the  Welfare  of  the  Youth  of  the  Ohnrch  beg  to  submit 
to  the  General  Aflsembly  their  report  for  the  year  1880-81.  It  is  gratify- 
ing to  be  able  to  state  that  the  interest  taken  in  this  scheme  throughout 
the  Church  is  increasing  year  by  year.  The  number  of  candidates  who 
presented  themselves  at  the  recent  examinations  was  greater  than  in  any 
previous  year,  and  the  reports  of  the  Examiners  in  the  several  subjects 
prescribed  show  how  satisfactory  the  general  results  have  been.  As  in 
former  years,  arrangements  have  been  made  by  several  Presbyteries  to 
award  local  prizes  to  competitors  within  their  bounds,  and  these  efforts 
have,  it  is  believed,  greatly  increased  the  popularity  of  the  central  scheme. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Presbyteries  from  which  20  competitors 
and  upwards  have  presented  themselves  for  examination,  and  shows  an 
increase  of  nine  Presbyteries  in  this  list  over  the  previous  year : — 


PmSBTTEBISS  (27). 


Edinbargh, 

Aberdeen, 

Glasgow,  . 

St.  Andrews, 

Ayr, 

Deer, 

Perth,       . 

Strathbogie, 

Dalkeith, . 

Turriff,     . 

Elgin,       . 

Ellon, 

Greenock, 

Kincardine  0*Neil, 


196 
136 
129 
66 
62 
60 
67 
66. 
48 
46 
44 
40 
39 
37 


Paisley,     . 

Hamilton, 

Linlithgow, 

Nairn, 

Selkirk,    . 

Dundee,    . 

Orkney,    . 

Lockerbie, 

Stirling,   . 

Caithness, 

Haddington  and  Dunbar, 

Brechin,   . 

Aberlour, 


36 
34 
32 
32 
31 
29 
27 
26 
26 
24 
24 
22 
20 


The  congregations  from  which  six  competitors  and  upwards  have  come 
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up  for  examination  are  giyen  in  the  following  table,  in  alphabetical  order 
of  Presbyteries : — 


Presbytery. 


Aberdeen, 


Aberloar, 
Abemethy,    . 


Abertarff, 
Auchterarder, 
Ayr,      . 


Brechin, 
Oaithness, 

Dalkeith, 

Deer,     . 


Dambarton,  . 
Dundee, 


Dunoon, 

Dnnse  and  Chirnude, 
Edinburgh,    . 


JElgin,    . 


EUott,    . 
Glasgow, 


•        • 


Congregation. 


North. 

South. 

East. 

High. 

West 

Trinity. 

Ferry  hilL 

Gilcomston. 

Rutherford. 

Old  Aberdeen. 

Woodside. 

Aberlour. 

Dufftown. 

Abernethy. 

Cromdale  (Gran- 
town). 

Fort-WUliam. 

Crieff. 

Martyrs'  (Ayr). 

Borrhill: 

Cumnook. 

Afton. 

West. 

Pultneytown. 

First,  Thurso. 

Musselburgh; 

Loanhead. 

Fraserbnrglb 

New  Deer. 

Strichen. 

Cardross. 

Dudhope. 

Ogilvie. 

Wallacetown. 

Free  Parish. 

Gaelic. 

Dunse. 

Dean. 

Barclay. 

Dairy. 

St.  George's. 

Pilrig. 

North  Leith. 

St.  David's. 

Viewforth. 

High. 

South. 

Hopeman. 

EUbn. 

Cruden. 

Fairbaim. 

St.  David's  (Kirk- 
intiUooh). 


Ftesbytery. 


Glasgow, 


Greenock, 


Haddington  and 

Dunbar,    . 
Hamilton,     . 


Inveraray,    . 


Irvine, 
Kelso,  . 
Kincardine  O'Neil, 


•  • 


•  • 


Kirkcaldy,   . 

Linlithgow,  . 
Lockerbie,    . 

Meigle, 
Nairn, . 
Orkney, 


Paisley, 
Perth,. 
St  Andrews, 

Selkirk, 

Stirling, 

Stranraer,     . 
Strathbogie, 

Turriff, 


Chiyston. 
St   Colnmba 

(Govan). 
St  Mary's  (Govan). 
Anderston. 
Victoria. 
Gourock. 
St   Thomas's, 

Greenock. 

Prestonkirk. 

St  John's,  Hamil- 
ton. 

East,  Coatbridge. 

Shotts. 

Wishaw. 

Martyrs^    (Loch- 
gilphead). 

DarveL 

Nenthonu 

Tarland. 

Strachan. 

Cromar. 

Cluny. 

Kirkcaldy. 

Kennoway. 

West  Calder. 

Wamphray. 

Ec(defe<^an. 

First,  Uairgowrie. 

Nairn. 

Stromness. 

Firth. 

Orphir. 

NitshilL 

High. 

Knox's. 

St  Leonard's. 

St  Andrews. 

Newport 

Largo. 

Lauder. 

Melrose. 

Galashiels. 

North,  Stirling. 

Dollar. 

Glenlnoeu 

Huntly. 

Keith. 

Botriphnie. 

Bothiemay. 

Maodoff. 

Forglen. 


XXIX.  WELFARE  OP  THE  YOUTH  OF  THE  CHUECH.  3 

Thofl  it  appears  that  eaoh  of  ninety-nine  congregations  of  onr  Church 
sent  to  this  year's  examinations  six  candidates  and  upwards,  an  increase 
of  forty-three  congregations  as  compared  with  the  previons  year. 

A  few  brief  details  may  now  be  given  showing  how  the  papers  sent  in 
on  the  several  subjects  prescribed  for  examination  have  been  adjudicated 
u[)on.    It  may  be  noted  here  that  each  paper  was  valued  at  200  marks  : — 

Division  L-— Junior  Section — L\fe  of  David, 

859  papers  were  sent  in  on  this  subject ;  251  of  these  received  100  marks  and 
over,  and  of  these,  6  papers  received  over  150  marks. 
The  highest  paper  received  183  marks. 

Senior  SwUon, — The  Tabemack  in  the  Wildemeas, 

159  papers  were  received,  89  of  these  received  over  100  marks,  and  8  received 
150  and  above. 
The  highest  paper  obtained  170  marks. 

Diviaion  II, — Junior  SecHon — Shorter  CtUeehiam, 

378  papers  were  sent  in,  ont  of  which  298  received  100  marks  and  above,  and 
of  these,  100  received  150  marks  and  above. 
The  highest  i>aper  received  185  marks. 

Senior  Section  {Part  1) — Shorter  and  Larger  Catechisms, 

55  papers  were  sent  in,  35  received  above  100  marks,  and  of  these  9  received 
150  and  upwards. 

The  highest  paper  received  181  marks. 

Senior  Section  {Part  2) — The  Sacraments, 

110  papers  were  received ;  90  received  above  100  marks,  of  which  24  obtained 
above  150  marks. 

The  highest  paper  received  full  marks. 

Division  III. — Zechariah, 

54  papers  were  sent  in,  of  which  23  obtained  100  marks  and  upwards,  and  of 
these  2  received  above  150  marks. 

The  highest  paper  received  168  marks. 

It  may  be  stated  that  the  whole  of  the  written  papers  were  carefully 
gone  over  and  valued  by  a  staff  of  examiners  ;  after  which,  as  on  previous 
years,  a  selection  of  the  best  papers  in  each  subject  was  submitted  for  final 
valuation  and  classification  to  the  examiners-in- chief,  from  some  of  whose 
Reports  the  following  extracts  are  given : — 

Pbofessoe  Blaikie,  D.D.,  on  Life  of  David. 

"  I  have  gone  over  very  carefully  a  selection  of  the  papers  on  the  history  of 
David.  The  papers  were  so  framed  as  to  test  knowledge  of  historical  facts — 
knowledge  of  geographical  facts— verbal  knowledge  of  a  memorable  passage — 
intellectual,  moral,  and  spiritual  estimate  of  character — and  acquaintance  with 
the  Psalms  (this  last,  however,  very  slight).  The  papers  I  have  examined  are 
highly  creditable,  some  of  them  indeed  quite  wonderful  As  might  be  expected 
from  the  age  of  those  taking  part  in  this  examination,  the  questions  that  merely 
try  the  memory  are  those  answered  best.  If,  however,  one  great  object  of  this 
flcheme  is  to  promote  acquaintance  with  the  letter  of  Scripture,  and  thus  lay  the 
foundation  for  an  intelligent  study  and  appreciation  of  its  teaching  in  after  years, 
the  papers  1  have  examined  bear  evidence  that  in  the  department  prescribed 
this  end  has  been  very  fully  attained." 
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M.  Paterson,  Esq.,  Rector  Free  Normal  School,  Edinborgb,  on 

Thb  Tabernacle. 

*'  The  results  of  the  examination  have  been  most  satisfactory  ;  some  of  the 
answers  are  admirable,  and  altogether  there  is  revealed  a  knowledge  of  the 
Tabernacle,  and  the  services  connected  with  it,  of  a  most  valoable  kind." 

Thomas  Morrison,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  F.  C.  Normal  College,  Glasgow,  on 

Shorter  and  Larger  Catechisms. 

"  The  papers  all  indicate  a  very  satisfactory  •acquaintance  with  the  sobject 
The  main  fault  is  a  want  of  point  and  definiteness.  Candidates  seem  to  think 
that  long  answers  are  imperative.  As  a  rule,  the  best  answers  are  the  shorted 
One  sentence  (Matthew  xxiL  39)  would  have  been  a  perfect  answer  to  Qaeatioo  L 
Still,  the  knowledge  displayed  by  the  candidates  is  very  creditable,  and  gmi 
evidence  of  very  careful  preparation.  There  is  every  encouragement  for  the 
Churc)i  to  prosecute  this  good  work." 

Professor  James  Macoreoor,  D.D.,  on  The  Sacraments. 

"I  am  responsible  only  for  this  final  valuation  of  answers,  not  for  the 
questions.  The  selected  portions  of  Dr.  Candlish's  valuable  book  have  beet 
fairly  mastered  by  the  twenty  students,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  that  the 
admirably  precise  definitions  of  the  Shorter  Catechism  are  almost  unifonnlj 
given  with  perfect  accuracy ;  and,  where  there  is  call  for  exposition,  are  maoi- 
festly  comprehended.  The  study  of  the  papers  has  led  me  to  form  a  high 
opinion  of  the  excellent  gifts  of  our  Church's  youth,  and  deepened  my  imprMrioi 
of  the  value  of  the  scheme." 


Eeport  by  G-eoroe  Smith,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  one  of  the  Examiners-in- 

Chief  in  the  Essat  department. 

**  I  thank  you  and  the  Committee  for  permitting  me  to  share  your  laboon  i& 
reading  and  valuing  a  portion  of  the  Competitive  Essays  on  the  Foreign  Miisiooi 
of  our  Church.  .  .  .  The  best  Bssays  show  a  remarkable  mastery  of  the  facti 
Some  group  the  facts  vividly,  others  generalise  principles  and  methods  from  the 
facts,  and  the  majority  link  on  the  Church's  work  to  the  teaching  of  Scriptore. 
Many  yeara  ago,  Dr.  Duff  instituted  and  conducted  a  competition  of  this  kind 
all  over  the  Church,  with  the  best  results.  ...  By  assigning  this  subject,  the 
Committee  has  done  a  great  service  to  the  ChuroVs  Foreign  Miisions.*' 

The  following  passages  are  taken  from  a  report  by  one  of  the  Sab- 
Examiners  in  the  Essat  department : — 

**  It  is  evident,  in  many  of  the  Essajrs,  that  language  is  a  tool  too  unfamilitf 
to  allow  the  writers  to  express  their  thoughts  with  sufficient  freedom.  Theit 
are  some  papers  which  are  manifestly  the  productions  of  thonghtfnl  misdi^ 
where  the  thought  is  stifled  by  the  difficulty  of  finding  ezpreasion  in  woitk 
Much  of  the  thinking  vanishes  in  the  effort  to  put  it  on  paper.  The  only 
means  of  remedying  this  is  to  read,  re-read,  and  even  commit  to  meaarj* 
passages  of  our  classic  English  mthors  in  prose  and  verse,  and  at  the  same  tiw 
frequently  to  practise  writing  on  subjects  of  interest.  Hng^  Miller*i  on 
method  of  reading,  and  his  habit  of  careful  writing  on  many  topics,  while  jet  s 
yoang  man,  affords  a  good  example.  The  Essayists  will  remember  the  psiai  be 
took  even  in  the  composition  of  letters.  A  good  style  never  eomes  wittoit 
effort.  Some  very  excellent  Essays  are  written  in  a  very  rimleae  and  slorcttr 
manner,  which  m\i«fe  de\.Ta«ife  Itom  \.V«x  ^alne." 
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The  Committee  desire  to  express  most  emphatically  to  how  very  great 
an  extent  the  snccess  of  their  work  has  turned  on  the  cordiality  and  great 
interest  and  effort  of  the  corresponding  members  in  Presbyteries,  the 
saperintendents  of  local  examinations,  the  sab-examiners  of  papers,  and 
the  examiners-in-chief.  These  efforts,  sustained  as  they  have  been  b^ 
the  anwearied  exertions  of  ministers  and  other  teachers  of  Bible-classes, 
are  fast  tending  to  develop  and  intensify  the  devotion  of  our  yoath  to  both 
scriptural  and  ecclesiastical  study,  and  to  the  Free  Church  in  all  her  life 
and  interests. 

As  was  done  last  year,  a  copy  of  the  Report  will  be  sent,  at  the  close 
of  the  Assembly,  to  all  competitors  whose  names  are  entered  on  the 
schedules  filled  up  at  the  various  centres  of  examination. 

The  prizes,  medals,  and  certificates  will  follow  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  rising  of  the  Assembly. 

After  paying  all  the  expenses  of  previous  years,  which,  from  being 
preliminary,  were  necessanly  heavy,  the  Committee  commenced  the 
current  twelvemonth  with  a  considerable  debt.  For  this,  and  for  the  cost 
of  the  present  year's  prices  and  expenses,  they  must  appeal  to  the  liberality 
of  the  Church.  They  believe  that  the  work  now  reported  will  be  owned 
to  be  of  such  immense  importance  that  the  needful  money  will  be  speedily 
contributed. 

The  work  has  so  increased  on  the  hands  of  the  Conveners  that  the 
Committee  has  found  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  Secretary.  Mr.  Robert 
Simson,  13  Grosvenor  Street,  has  for  some  time  been  acting  with  the 
Conveners  in  this  capacity,  and  has  kindly  consented  to  continue  his 
services. 

ALEXANDER  WHTTE,  )  j^^.o^„^, 
WILLIAM  FEEGUSON,  J  «^'^™^ 
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APPENDIX    A. 

ExAMiVATiOK — 14th  Mabch  1881. 

DIVISION    I.— JvKioB  SscnoH. 

DAVID. 
Qu€$iUm$  Bet  I9  PRomsoB  BLAfKIK;  1>J}.^  Edimbitrgk. 

Valuz  of  this  Paffb — ^200. 
Two  Aoicrv  amd  a  hd{f  aUowedfor  this  Paper. 


1.  KinMWiBTite,  M  briefly  m  ponible,  the  principsl  erenti  in  DAvid*«  bislory  up 
to  hie  numiAge.  V*hie  20. 


2.  Oive  m  brief  ii«mtive  of  the  drcamstances  of  his  eneomiter  with  Goliath ; 
and  indicate  features  of  hia  character  ahown  therein.  V.  30. 

3.  What  events  in  David'a  life  took  place  at  Oibeah,  Bamah,  Nob»  Adullam, 
Keilah,  Engedi,  Carmel,  Ziklag,  and  Mahanaim?  What  other  Cannel  do  we 
read  of  in  the  Old  Testament  ?  V.  30. 

4.  In  what  pUce  did  Darid  reign  first,  and  how  long  ?  Where  else  did  he 
reign,  and  how  long  ?  In  what  tribe  or  tribes  were  they  sitnated  ?  What  do  yon 
know  of  their  previons  history  ?  V.  20. 

5.  Nairate,  as  nearly  as  you  can  in  Scripture  language^  the  PaimUe  of  the  Ewe 
Lamb.  V.  20. 

6.  Mention  some  occasions  of  his  public  life  when  David  must  have  crossed  the 
Jordan.  V.  20. 

7.  Oive  illustrations  from  the  Psakna  of  David's  trust  in  God ;  his  sorrow  for 
sin ;  his  love  of  nature  ;  and  his  thankfulness  for  mercies  (one  verse  for  each). 

V.  30. 

8.  In  what  respect  was  David  a  man  after  God's  own  heart  ?  What  were  his 
chief  blemishes  of  character  ?  V.  30. 


ZXIZ.  WBLFARV  OF  THB  YOUTH  OF  THE  CHURCH. 


Examination — 15th  March  1881. 
DIVISION    I.— Senior  Section. 

THB  TABERNACLE  IN  THE  WILDERNESS. 

QuesiiofM  m(  by  MAURICE  PATERSON,  Esq., 
Sector  Free  Normal  OoUege^  Edinburgh. 

Yajate  of  this  Paper — ^200. 
Two  houTB  and  a  haJf  aUowedfor  this  Paper, 

1.  At  what  precise  point  in  Israel's  history  was  the  Tabernacle  constructed  ? 
What  two  persons  were  most  prominent  in  the  work  ?  How  were  they  qualified 
for  it  ?    What  is  said  of  the  pattern  f  Value  24. 

2.  When  was  the  Tabernacle  '*  reared  up  "1  What  evidence  was  there  of  God's 
approval  of  it  T    In  what  way  did  the  Tabernacle  prefigure  Christ  ?  V.  24. 

3.  Name  the  various  articles  in  the  Conrt^  the  Holy  Place,  and  the  Most  Holy 
Place,  respectively.    What  were  their  several  positions  T  V.  24. 

4.  What  is  meant  by  the  Morning  «nd  Evening  Sacrifice  T  Describe  the  con* 
stmction  of  the  altar  on  which  these  sacrifices  were  offered,  and  teU  what  was 
done  with  the  bodies  of  the  victims.  V.  25. 

5.  Describe  minutdy  the  Altar  of  Inoense.  Give  reasons  for  its  position* 
On  what  different  occasions  was  it  used  T  V.  26 

• 

6.  Finish  the  verse  beginning — ''There  I  will  meet  with  thee,  and  I  will  com- 
mune with  thee."  Describe  fully  that  which  is  meant  by  the  word  there.  Quote 
other  passages  referring  to  the  same.  V.  24. 

7.  On  the  Great  Day  of  Atonement^  what  several  acts  were  done  by  the  High 
Priest  ?  What  part  of  the  Tabernacle  was  visited  on  that  day  only ;  and  how 
often  on  that  day  ?  What  are  we  taught  was  the.  meaning  of  the  restriction  ? 
When  did  it  cease  ?  V.  30. 

8.  Explain,  by  reference  to  the  arrangements  oonneoted  with  the  Tabernacle^ 

1.  "  I  wiU  wash  my  hands  in  innocency ;  so  will  I  compass  thine  altar,  0  Lord." 

2.  *  *  The  time  of  incense  "  (Luke  L  10).  3.  "  Bind  the  sacrifice  with  cords."  4. 
"  Taken  from  before  the  Lord,  to  pnt  hot  bread  in  the  day  when  it  was  taken 
away."  V.  24. 


AJTESVJX  TO  SX70ST  OF  OC'MMITTgg  OX  THB  XlIX 


ExAJUXATias — 16tb  Masch  ISBl. 
DIVISION  IL-nJcxKM 
SHOBTEB  CATECHISM. 

Qutttion*  ti  hy  Pbohebbok  8ALM05I), 
Vaix^e  of  xhu  PAraft— 200. 
7*100  lumn  amd  a  kaffoBamtdforHus  P^for, 


L  WbatismeaiiibjtbeMonllAW?   WhefebMift 
its  fS^taA  divinont  ?  Talae  9i>. 


%  What  ifiODt  an  girea  for  our  kaqpnig  all  God'a  CommamiOBKHAm  T 

V.  li 


a.  Wbal  modM  ol  wonhippiiig  God  we  ualawfid?    Wba*  da  jom 
Baligboa  Ordinaaeea  !   WliatBaliyeMOidiaannfawightiwgtoliiMMUi? 
tfe  tbejr  to  be  honoured?  V.  25. 

4.  EzpUin  thaoe  expnaMOBa :-» 
(1.)  Hi$  proprittiy  mus; 
{2.)  The  zeal  He  hath  toJIieimm  WarMp; 

(3.)  Btf^e  Me,  in  the  aentenee^  Tkom  ekaU  ham  «o  oOer  podv  (^bre  Jfe; 
(4.)  InordmaU  moHaiis  amd  afeeUome, 

ff.  What  doea  tiie  Cateehim  take  the  ^<ni«  of  God  to  be  (1)  In  geoenl,  and 
(2)ittiteparticidan?  V.  24 

6.  State  the  kw  of  the  Sabbath  in  reepeet  of  (1)  the  inoporlioa  of  tane  to  be 
set  apart;  (2)  the  partumlar  day ;  (3)  the  manner  in  wldeb  the  day  ia  to  be  need : 
(4)  the  reaaona  for  obeerving  the  law.  V.  36. 


7.  Wbiob  Commandment  deals  with  onr  duty  in  regard  to  the  i^epuUtkm  of 
others?  Which  with  the  respeet  d«e  to  ofehera  ?  Which  with  the  leelinga  to  be 
entertained  towards  otiian?  V.  20. 

8.  Write  out  the  Answers  to  the  Qnestions,  Whkh  %» the  Second  CanmamdmetU  f 
WhaiUther€at(mamieaKdiotheFjfthComimaMdmmlf  V.  20. 


XXIX.  WKLFABX  OP  TBI  YOUTH  OF  THB  CBUBCH. 


Examination — 14th  Mabcu  1881. 


DIVISION  IL— Senior  Section,  Pabt  1. 


SHORTER  AND  LARGER  CATECHISMS. 

QuesUona  get  by  THOMAS  MOBBISON,  Esq.,  Hecior,  Free  Normal 

CoUegty  GlasQow, 

Valvx  of  this  Fapxk— 200. 

Two  hours  and  a  haff  allowed  for  (Jiis  Paper, 

1.  What  is  the  ram  of  the  Commandments  that  respect  our  duty  to  man  ? 
Give  your  answer  in  the  words  of  Soriptnre.  Value  20. 

2.  Show  how  the  first  four  Commandments  contain  aU  the  princ^ke  necessary 
to  guide  us  in  our  worship  of  God.  V.  30. 

3.  How  may  it  he  proved  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  is  the  Christian 
Sabbath?  Y.  25. 

4.  When  our  Lord  would  justify  Himself  for  performing  a  miracle  on  the  Sab- 
bath, He  said— <' My  Father  worketh  hitharto^  and  I  work*'  (John  v.  17). 
Show  that  the  principle  involved  in  this  statement  is  of  universal  application  as 
regards  Sabbath-keeping  T  V.  30. 

5.  Show  that  the  first  five  Commandments  of  the  Second  Table  include  all  the 
relationsin  which  man  can  stMid  to  man  T  V.  30. 

• 

6.  What  is  the  exact  relation  of  the  Tenth  Commandment  to  the  five  preceding 
Commandm wits  ?  JUnsirata  yoor  answer  by  lefersnee  to  the  experience  of  Paul. 

V.  30. 

7.  By  what  Commandments  are  ti»  fottowing  sins  forbidden?    Show  how : — 

(a.)  Sloth.    ((.)  Drunkenness,     (c)   Anger,     (d.)  Forgery,    (e.)   Man- 
stealing.  V.  15. 

8.  What  are  the  reasons  annexed  to  the  Second  Commandment?  Quote  the 
exact  words  of  the  Commandment  which  contain  each  reason.  V.  20. 


10  APPCVDIX  TO  BEFOBT  OF  COMMCTTEB  «■  THE  XXTL. 


ExAJOHATKni — 15th  Kabch  1881. 
DIVISION  U— Skmok  Sectioii,  Past  S. 

8ACBAMENT& 

Fm  01 1  win  II  CAn>uaB!B  HjonnooK. 

»  • 

QuefOoM  9et  hg  PBomsoB  ICACGBEGOB^  D.D^  and  OONVENESa 

Valdk  ov  THI8  Pafkb — ^SOOl 


Two  komn  amd  a  haff  aSomed/ar  this  Paper, 

1 .  Write  out  the  Aiuwen  to  the  f blowing  QacetiouiiB  tike  Shorter  OslechisB : 
—Q.  92.  What  if  a  Sacrament  ?  Q.  94.  What  is  Baptiam  T  Q.  96.  Wbai  ii  the 
Lord's  Sapper?  Q.  97.  What  ii  required  to  the  worthy  recoriiig  of  the  Lord't 
Sapper  ?  Value  40. 

2.  Derive  ''  Sacrament,"  and  giTe  the  hiatoiy  of  tiie  word.  V.  SO. 

3.  What  are  the  essential  marks  of  a  tme  Sacrament  ?  Name  other  oeremonia 
obsenred  in  the  Greek  and  Latin  Chnrches  under  the  designaCion  of  Sacramenta, 
and  show  wherein  they  fall  short  of  the  sacramental  character.  V.  25. 

4.  Explain  the  phrase,  *'  A  Sacrament  is  a  visible  word ; "  explain  also  tiie 
phrase,  ''A  Sacrament  is  an  appendage  to  the  word."  Y.  25. 

5*  Explain  "  sign  "  and  "  seaL"  Give  illnstrationa  from  Scriptiiro  and  oonmoi 
life.  •  V.  25l 

6.  Explain  the  phrases,  "  the  elements,"  "the  action  aennon,*'  **the OTidential 
value  of  the  Sacrament."    And  criticise  the  phrase, "  sealing  ordinancea.**  V.  25. 

7.  What  constitutes  preparation  for  worthily  oommnnicating,  as  aet  forth  is 
the  Shorter  Catechism  7  V.  20. 

8.  Explain  and  illustrate  the  distinction  between  *'  being  worthy  to  receire 
the  Lord's  Supper,"  and  «'  worthily  parUking  "  of  it.  V.  20. 


XXIX.  WELFARE  OF  TUB  YOUTB  OF  THE  CHURCH*  11 


Examination — 16th  March  1881. 

DIVISION  III.— ZECHABIAH. 

Dr.  Marcus  Dods'  Handbook. 

QMMtfioiM  M<  by  B6T.  MARCUS  DODS,  D.D.,  OUugwo. 
Valub  of  this  Pafbr — ^200. 

Two  homn  amd  a  ha^attowtd/or  iki$  Paper. 

1.  Giro  the  eanonicftl  order  of  the  Prophetical  Books.  Give  also  the  approxi- 
mate chronological  order  as  arranged  in  the  Handbook.  Olasaify  the  Prophets 
according  to  the  kingdoms  they  labonred  in.  Value  30. 

2.  Give  the  leading  dates  and  facts  in  the  life  of  Cyrns.  What  are  the  sources 
of  his  history  ?  Gire  in  English  letters  the  He'brew  and  Greek  form  of  a  dis- 
tinguished title  applied  to  Gyms  by  the  Prophet  Isaiah.  V.  25. 

3.  Explain  the  phrases:— "A  wall  of  fire;"  "The  apple  of  His  eye;"  «A 
brand  plncked  out  of  the  fire;"  "Men  wondered  at;'*  **A  priest  upon  his 
throne ;"  "The  mourning  of  Hadadrimmon  ;"  "  A  rough  garment  to deceire." 

V.  40. 

4.  Interpret  the  Vision  of  the  Golden  Candlestick.  V.  26. 

5.  Trace  the  Messianic  title  Branch  through  the  Old  Testament ;  and  show 
how  it  was  fulfilled  in  our  Lord.  V.  25. 

6.  Gire  the  New  Testament  illustrations  of  the  lasting  alienation  between  the 
Jews  and  the  Samaritans.  V.  15. 

7.  Sketch  briefly  the  circumstances  of  the  Jews  in  Zechariah's  time.      V.  20. 

8.  What  is  the  ultimate  condition,  of  the  people  God  as  described  by 
Zechariah  T  V.  20. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

The  following  are  the  Syxlabub  of  Wobk  and  Begulatioks  for 

Competitors  proposed  for  1881-82  : — 

COMPETITION  SYLLABUS. 

Division  L— Bible  History. 

Junior  Section. — An  Examinatioa  Paper  on  th«  Life  of  Mosbs. 

Students  are  recommended  to  make  uae  of  **  Moaee  ami  ike  Exodui,'  bj 
Bev.  James  Ivxbaoh,  M.A.  (Macnivenand  Wallace,  Edinburgh.     Frioe  6d.} 


6ih  to  9th,  .    .    «    £2  each. 
10th  to  Idth,    .    .    £1  each. 


The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded  :— 

let, £4. 

2d  to  5th,     .     .     .     £3  each. 

Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 

Senior  Section. — An  Examination  Paper  on  The  Euros  of  Judah. 

Students  are  reoommended  to  use  Dr,  Murphy's  Hand-book  on  the  Boob  cj 
Chronicles,  pages  109  to  154.     (T.  and  T.  Clark,  Edinbozgh.    Price  la.  6<l) 

The  following  prizes  wHl  be  awarded : — 

1st,     .....    £5. 

2d, £4. 

dd  and  4th, ...    £3  each. 
Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificatesgained. 


5thto3ih,  .    .    •    £2ea(eh. 
9th  to  llSth,      .    .    £i  each. 


Division  11.— Doctrine. 

Junior  SeotloB.— An  Examination  Paper  on  the  Shobtbb  Catbchibic — QnMti<»> 
82-107. 

Competitors  must  be  prepared  to  write  oat  the  Oatechiim  <itust»oms  asd 
Answers^  as  well  as  answer  on  the  meaning. 

The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded  :-— 

1st,     .....    £4.  I        4th  to  7th,  .    .    .    £2eM& 

2d  and  3d,   .     .    .    £3  each.  |        8th  to  13tli,      .     .    £1  each. 

Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates 


Senior  Beetlon. — An  Examination  Paper  on  the  Confbbsiok  of  Farb. 

Students  are  reoommended  to  make  ueeqf  **  The  Westminster  (ks^ssmen  «/ 
Fakh,  wih  Introduction  and  Notes,"  by  the  Bey.  Johh  ICaofbbbsof,  U.h- 
(T.  &  T.  aark,  Edinburgh.    Price  2s.) 

The  Examination  Paper  will  be  set  on  Chapters  L  and  IL  of  the  Inftrodstftioo, 
and  Chapters  I.  to  VL  indnziye  of  the  '^Cot^fessionJ* 
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The  following  prizes  will  be  awuded : — 

let, 

2d, 

3d  and  4ih,  .    .    . 

Book  prizes  wiU  follow  according  to  oertifieates  gained. 


£5. 

6thto8ih,  .     . 

.     £2  each 

£4. 

9tli  to  12th,      . 

.     £leach 

£3each« 

Division  III.— Apologetics. 

An    Examination  Paper  on  Whately's  Euidenees  <^  ChritHanitg.      (Long- 
mans ft  Co.,  London.    Price  6d.) 

The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded  :•— 

l»t, 

2d, 

3d  and  4th, .     .    . 

Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. 


£5. 

6th  to  8th,   .     . 

.    £2  each. 

£4. 

9th  to  12th, 

.     £1  each. 

£3  each. 

Division  IV.— Essays. 

Jnnlor  WetMmL—StAfect :  £u jah. 


The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded : — 


Ist, £5. 

3d  and  4th, ...     £3  each. 
Book  prizes  will  follow  according  to  certificates  gained. , 


6th  to  8th,  . 
9th  to  12th, 


£2  each. 
£1  each. 


Senior  Section. — SvSbject :  Hutobt  of  the  Ekgltsh  Bible. 
The  following  prizes  will  be  awarded : — 


1st, 

2d.. 
3d,, 


£10. 

£8. 
£7. 


4th,     .     .     . 

5th  to  7th,   . 


Book  prizes  will  foUow  according  to  certificates  gained. 


£5. 

£3  each. 


1 4  AvrexDfx  to  bepobt  of  oommittce  os 


APPENDIX  C. 

REGULATIONS    FOR    PRIZES. 

1.  The  Junior  Sections  in  DiTisioni  L  IL  and  IV.,  are  opea  to  all 
under  20  yean  of  age,  except  Normal  and  Unhrenitj  atndmti 

2.  The  Senior  SecUons  in  DiTisiona  L  IL  and  IT.,  aa  alao  Dmaem  ITL,  are 
open  to  all  persona  nnder  25  yean  of  age,  except  Divinity  atadfwta,  mad  aack 
as  have  completed  a  profeaaumal  coniealnm. 

3.  A  Medal  will  be  given  with  each  fint  priae. 

4.  Certificates  will  be  given  with  the  Prizea,  and  alao  to  all  who  auke  50  per 

cent,  in  any  of  the  papers.  ^ 

5.  Ages  to  be  ooonted  from  Ist  Jane  1881. 


REGULATIONS  FOR  COMPETITORS. 

1.  Examinationa  will  be  bdd  simnltaneonsly  at  convenieBt  cenUca  in  cacb 
Presbytery  about  the  beginning  of  March  1882^ 


2.  Candidates  must  enrol  themselves  by  sending  their  names,  addresaea, 
C*burch  with  which  connected,  and  the  ESxamination  in  wbich  they  wiah  to  cooh 
pete,  to  the  Corresponding  Memben  of  Presbyteries  on  or  before  the  4th  Febraaiv. 

3.  EcBAYS  must  be  forwarded  to  Bev.  Albxakdkr  Whyti,  D.D.,  not  later 
than  the  last  day  of  March  1882.  Each  Essay  must  have  a  MaUo  written  oi 
the  top  of  the  fint  page,  and  the  writer's  name  moat  on  no  account  appear  on  it 
The  Essayist  shall  cmclose  his  or  her  name,  address,  age,  and  Church  oonnectioB 
in  a  sealed  envelope,  auUtide  of  which  the  Motto  on  the  Essay  shall  be  writteB. 
When  Essays  are  sent  by  book  post  the  Envelope  with  Motto  must  be  sent  by 
letter  post.     This  envelope  will  not  be  opened  till  the  Prizes  are  awarded. 

4.  One  Examination  Paper  for  the  wbole  Church  will  be  set  on  each  anbjeci, 
and  forwarded  under  sealed  coven  to  the  parties  in  charge  of  the  Tarioos 
Examinations  in  Presbyteries.  The  coven  will  not  be  removed  till  the  Candi- 
dates are  met ;  and  the  written  answen  will  be  covered  and  sealed  for  trans- 
mission to  the  Committee  before  the  Competiton  leave  the  place  of  ExaminatioA. 

5.  The  detailed  arrangements  and  regulations  for  the  Examinationa  will  be  ia 
the  hands  of  Corresponding  Members,  and  Candidates  will  be  anppUed  with  coptai 
on  enrolling  their  names. 

6.  The  Results  of  the  Competition  will  be  reported  by  the  Committee  to  tiie 
(f  KXERAL  AssBMBLT,  and  thenafter  entered  in  the  Record  and  Blue-Book, 


XXIX. 


WBL7AHE  or  THE  YOUTH  OF  THB  CHURCH. 


15 


APPENDIX   D. 
Oorrespondixig  Members  of  Presbyteries. 


Members  qf  Committee  marked  *, 


Pnslqrteriei. 
Bdintmrgh^ 

LinlUhgow, 

Biggar,     , 
I>aUieUh,  . 
H<iddingkm, 
Dunat, 
KtUo^  .     . 
Jedbwrghy . 

StJkirh,     . 

Lockerbie^. 

Dumfne8j 

Penpcntf   . 

Stranraer  • 

Kirkcudbright, 
Ayr,    .     . 
Irvine, 

Paisley,     . 

Oreenock, . 
Hamilton, 
Lanark,    . 
J>umbarton, 

Glasgow,  . 

»» 

»»  • 

»»  • 

ff  • 

»f       • 

Dunoon,    . 

Inveraray, 
Kintyre,  . 
I  slay,  .  . 
Lorn,  m    • 

Stirling,  . 
Breadalbane, 


! 


t 


Xemben. 
j  Rev.  W.  M.  Falconer, 
(      M.A. 

l*Rev.  Dr.  W.Millar 
\      NicoUoQ. 
Rev.  Di  Mlitohell. 
*Bey.  D.  Bametaon.. 
Rev.  T.  Adamson,  B.D. 
Rev.  D.Maclean,  KD. 
♦Rev.W.R.Nicoll,M.A. 
Re  v.R.  Cameron,  M.  A. 
♦Rev.  W.  W.  Smith, 

B.Dc 
Rev.  W.  Howie; 
Rev.  R.  Mackenna, 

M.A. 
Rev.  W.  Milroy,  B.A. 
i  ♦Rev.  G.  P.  Robertson, 
M.A. 
Rev.  P.  Fkher,  M.A. 
♦Rev.  T.  H.  Lang. 
Rev.  Jamee  dugaton. 

{♦Rev.  J.  B.  Stnrrock, 
M.A. 
,     Rev.  M.  P.  Jolmston. 
Rev.  G.Wallace,  M.  A. 
Rev.  Jolin  Bain. 
♦Rev.  A.  Anderson. 

!Rev.  J.  M.  Sloan, 
M.A.  (West). 
'  Rev.  W.  Leitch,  B. A. 

(Centre). 
'  Rev.  Gilbert  Laurie, 

(East). 
/Rev.  A,  C.  Fullarton 
\      (South). 
(  ♦Rev.  R.  Howie,  M.  A. 
(      (Govau). 
/  Rev.  W.  Patrick,  B.D. 
\      (Extra  Urban). 
Rev.  D.  Somerville, 

M.A. 
Rev.  J.  M.  Shiireffs. 
Rev.  D.  Graham. 
Rev.  Jas.  Macmillan. 
Rev.  D.  C.  Ross. 

!Rev.    J.    Chalmers, 
MA. 
Rev.  W.  J.  Miller. 
(  Rev.  D.  R.  C.  Mac- 


I 


FrMbyterlat.  Members. 

Dunkeld,  .     .     .     Rev.  A.  Gordon. 

«  j  Rev.  A.  K.  M'Mnrchy, 
)      M.A. 
f  Rev.   L.  C.  Wedder. 

*  \     bum,  M.A. 
.    Rev.  A.  Mitchell,  M.  A. 
,     Rev.  D.  Imrie. 
.     Rev.  J.  Stalker,  M.A. 
.    Rev.  H.  Ross. 

8L  Andrew.    •  {  *^\^-    ^"*'^°' 

Meigle,    .    .     .    Rev.  J.  Fleming. 
Dundee,  .     .     .     Rev.  J.  Wylie. 
Brechin,  .     .     .     Rev.  J.  A.  George. 

(  Rev.    J.    Robertson, 

•  \      M.A. 
Rev.  A.  Watt,  A.M. 


Perth,     .     . 

Auchterarder, 

Kinross, .  • 
Dur^ermline, 
Kirkcaldy,  . 
Cupar, 


Arbroathy 


Fordoun, 

Aberdeen, 

KincardineO 

Afford,    . 

Oariock^  . 

BUon, 

Deer,,     . 

Turriff,  . 
Fordyce, . 

Straikbogie, 

Abemethy, 

Aberlour, 

Elgin, 

Forres,    . 

Inverness, 

Nairn,    . 

Chanonry, 

Dingwall, 

Tain,.    . 

Dornoch, 

Caithness, 

Lochcarron, 

Aberlarff, 

Skye,  •     . 

Lewis, 

Orkney,  . 

Shetland, 
Madras,, 


.  ♦Rev.  J.  Masson. 
J^0U,Rev.  Jas.  Nicol,  M.A. 
(  Rev.  W.  6.  Brander, 
•  (      M.A. 
.     Rev.  J.  C.  Robertson. 

!Rev.  W.  Fergosson, 
M.A. 
Rev.  W.   PatersoD, 
M.A. 
Rev.  A.  Wishart,  A.  M. 
.     Rev.  G.  M*Donald. 

C  Rev.    D.    M'Aulay, 
• }      M.A. 

.     Rev.  A.  MDiarmid. 
.     Re7.  R.  R.  M'QaecD. 
.     Rev.C.Tulloch,  A.M. 
.  *Rev.W.  Winter,  M.A. 
.  *Rev.  D.  M.  Connell. 
.  *Rev.  A.  Lee,  A.M. 
.     Rev.  J.  R.  Elder,  M.A. 
.     Rev.  M.  M*Gregor. 
.    Rev.  T.  Grant 
.     Rev.  J.  Murray. 
Rev.  G.  Stevenson. 
Rev.  W.  Sinclair,  M.  A. 
.     Rev.  D.  M'Mnrchy. 
Rev.  J.  Reid. 
Rev.  D.  J.  Martin. 
Rev.  J.  Stuart 

SRev.   A.   B.    Brown, 
M.A. 
Rev.  W.  Stevenson, 
M.A. 


lagan. 

.  .     ^  S  Rbv.  ALEXANDER  WHYTE,  D.D.,  52  Melville  Street,  Edin. 

Jomt-Oonveners,  |  ^^   FERGUSON,  Esq.  of  Kinmundy,  21  Manor  Place,  Edin. 

R.  SIMSON,  Esq.,  13  Grosvenor  Street,  Edinburgh,  Secretary, 
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DELIYERANOB  OF  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY.— 26<A  May  1881. 

At  £dinbwrghy  and  wUhin  (he  Free  Assembly  ffaU^ 

the  26th  day  of  May  1881  years.    7  P,1L    Sess.  13. 

The  General  Assemblj  did  again  convene,  and  was  eonatitated  with 
devotional  exercises. 

The  Assembly  called  for  the  Report  of  tlie  Committee  on  the  Welfare 
of  the  Youth  of  the  Church,  which,  being  printed  and  in  the  haiidB  of  the 
members,  was  referred  to  by  Dr.  Whyte,  Joint-Convener  of  the  Coaimittee, 
who  addressed  the  Assembly  ihereanent 

The  General  Assembly  approve  of  the  Report,  and  record  their  thanks 
to  the  Committee,  and  especially  to  the  Joint-Conveners,  CorrespondiDg 
Members,  Superintendents  of  Examinations,  and  Examiners.  They  re- 
joice in  the  continued  and  increasing  acceptance  with  which  this  scheme 
is  regarded  throughout  the  Church,  as  shown  by  the  largely  growing 
number  of  competitors  for  its  prises. 

Approve  of  the  scheme  for  the  coming  year,  and  authorise  the  Com- 
mittee to  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  Church  for  funds  for  the  prises 
and  expenses,  which  appeal  they  recommend  most  strongly  to  the  liberal 
consideration  and  support  of  all  friends  of  the  youth  of  the  Church. 

The  Assembly  re-appoint  the  Rev.  Alexander  Whyte,  D.D.,  and 
William  Ferguson,  Esq.  of  Kinmundy,  Joint-Conveners ;  Robert  Simsoo, 
Esq.,  B.G.S.,  Secretary ;  and  the  following  as  members  of 


COMMITTEE. 


Ministers. 


Mr.  JAMES  H.  WILSON. 

PROFESSOR  THOMAS  SMITH. 

Dr.  ALEXANDER  WHYTE. 

Mr.  a.  CDSIN. 

Mr.  JAMES  WELLS. 

Mr.  R  HOWIE. 

Mr.  JOHN  RIDDBLL. 

Mr.  ANDREW  MELVILLE. 

Mr.  JOHN  ISDALE. 

Mr.  O.  W.  THOMSON. 

PROFESSOR  BLAIKIE. 

PROFESSOR  LINDSAY. 

PROF.  ROBERTSON  SMITH. 

PROFESSOR  LAIDLAW. 

PROFESSOR  BRUCE. 

Dr.  W.  MILLAR  NICHOLSON. 

Mr.  D.  BARNETSON. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  Stokxtxirk. 

Mr.  LANG,  Ayr. 

Mr.  LEWIS  DAVIDSON. 

Mr.  JAMES  IVERACH. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  WINTER 

Mr.  JAS.  MASSON,  Abkrdbxv. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  LEE,  Nairn. 

Mr.  ANDERSON,  Helknsbcrob. 

Mr.  W.  R.  NICOL,  Kblbo. 


Mr.  J.  B.  STURROCK,  Paisley. 
Mr.  W.  PATRICK,  Olasoow. 
Mr.  J.  STALKER,  Kirkcaij>t. 
Mr.  D.  M.  CONNELL,  Inyk&itbs. 
Mr.  W.  PATERSON,  FRASKRsrRGB. 
Mr.  A.  K.  M'MURCHY,  Scon. 


BIdei8, 


Mr.  D.  MACLAGAN. 

Mr.  WM.  DICKSON. 

Mr.  R  R  BLYTH. 

Mr.  JOHN  CARBiENT. 

Mr.  P.  BROWNDOUGLAS. 

Mr.  JAMES  BALFOUR 

Mr.  E.  a.  STUART  GRAY. 

Mr.  T.  MORRISON,  Glasgow. 

Mr.  JAS.  STEVENSON,  Glasgow. 

Mr.  W.  HENDERSON,  of  DsYAjrHi. 

MAJOR  ROSa 

Mr.  RENTON,  Macduyf. 

Mr.   WATSON,   BuLuoimsLD, 

DuimxK. 
Mr.  R  R  SIMPSON,  W.S. 
Mr.  WM.  FERGUSON. 
Mr.  MAURICE  PATEBSON. 
Mr.  R  SIMSON. 

ALEXANDER  WHYTE,  D.D.,  \     . 
WILLIAM  FERGUSON,  f  ^ffmt-Cimvmen. 

ROBERT  SIMSON,  RC.S.,  Seerttary. 


XXIX.-A. 


Jfwje  CJ^trrrj^  ai  Bcaihxitj, 


SUPPLEMENTARY  REPORT 


OF  THB  OOMMITTEE  ON 


TAe  Welfare  of  the  Youth  of  the  Church. 


MAT  1881. 


Ths  following  lists  embrace  the  names  of  all  those  who  haye  obtained 
Medals,  Prizes,  and  Certificates  under  the  examinations  held  on  the  14th, 
15th,  and  16ih  March  1881,  and  for  Essays  sent  in  on  the  prescribed 
Subjects — Foreign  Missions,  and  Huoh  Millbb. 

Certificates  have  been  awarded  to  all  who  haye  receiyed  100  marks  in 
the  written  Examinations,  and  to  those  Essayists  who  haye  reached  a  cor- 
responding degree  of  excellence. 

The  Money  Prizes  will  be  sent  at  once,  and  Medali  and  Certificates  will 
be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  names  of  all  who  reoeiye  Certificates  in  the  examinations  are 
arranged  in  order  of  Merit,  those  obtaining  equal  marks  bebg  placed 
under  the  same  number. 

DIVISION    I. 

JUNIOR  SECTION. 

LIFE    OF     DAVID. 
Prises. 

^0.  Name  and  Address,  Prize,        PuU  value  200. 

1.  Fnmces  Isabella  Alexander,  Hazelbarst,  Lenzie,  Medal  and  £3,  Valae  183 

2.  Eaphemia  Gilohrist  Gibb,  Burnside  Place,  Dollar, . 

3.  Jane  L.  Stoddart,  Miss  Hood's,  8  Bmntsfield  Place,  Edinr. 
^  (  Sophia  Bameis,  Gellyhill,  Macduff,       •        • 

*  (  Alexander  Rose,  2  Achmony  Place,  Nairn,   . 

6.  John  Boy,  Kinnachat,  Aberlonr,  Craigellachie, 

7.  Elsie  Cameron,  Claggan,  Craigellachie, . 
^  (  Johanna  Davidson,  9  Garden  Street,  Macduff, 

'  I  Christina  B.  Cooper,  4  Powis  Place,  Aberdeen, 
29-A  B 


•       • 

2 

1* 

180 

«,  Edinr. 

2 

» 

178 

*    • 

2 

f> 

176 

•    • 

2 

>t 

176 

• 

1 

>• 

174 

•    • 

1 

»» 

172 

•    • 

1 

»• 

171 

•    • 

1 

>i 

171 
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No.  Name  and  Addreu.  Pr'm,    /W  mine  200. 

,^   r  James  MorriBon  Bnncan,  North  Street,  Danse,       .  £1  Yalae  169 

1  M  168 

I  «  167 

Booka.  »,  166 

..  165 

..  162 


\  Mary  Bamsay,  Clyde  Cottage,  Ayr, 

12.  Maggie  A.  M*GiUeyray,  78  Duff  Street,  Macduff; 

13.  Mary  Ann  Wishart,  Tullibody,  Stirling, 

14.  Chriatina  M.  Baikie,  Rosehill,  Eskbank,  Dalkeith, 

15.  Helen  B.  C.  Watson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Cardross, 

16.  James  Gordon  Cruickshank,  20  Shore,  Macduff, 

17.  Annie  S.  Donaldson,  Rockville  Cottage,  Bonnyrigg,     „  ••       157 

18.  Isabella  Morison,  30  Marischal  Street,  Aberdeen, 

19.  John  R.  Renton,  Schoolhouse,  Macduff, . 


„  ,,       155 


CertifLoates. 

20.  Robert  Lumsden,  73  Newhonse,  Stirling. 

21.  Anabella  W.  Lockhart,  10  Polwarth  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 
i  Helen  Garrow,  Aberlonr,  Craigellachie. 

22.  <  John  Tones,  Charlestown,  Aberlour,  Craigellaehie. 
(  John  W.  T.  Geddie,  F.  C.  Manse,  Banff^. 

25.  Jane  Gibb,  Bridgend  Mill,  Auchinleck,  Ayr. 

i  A.  C.  Fhebe  M*Fhail,  Filrig  Manse,  Edinburgh. 

26.  <  Caroline  J.  Cowan,  Free  High  Manse,  Elgin, 
f  Garin  Scott,  63  Caledonia  Street,  Paisley. 

(  William  Nelson,  12  Mitchell  Street,  Crieffl 
QA   1  Robert  Curr,  Cupar  Road,  Auchtermuobty. 

\  John  McDonald,  9  Ross  Street,  Macduff^. 

f  John  Duncan,  17  Duff  Street,  Macduffl 

I  Helen  Murray,  Fisherton,  Aberlour,  Craigellaohie. 
Qo   J  Helen  Maopherson,  Muccomer,  Spean  Bridge,  Kilmonivaig. 

*  \  Maggie  Fond,  Sunnyside,  Dunse. 

(  William  Menzies,  Bankhead,  Dunse. 
37.    Maggie  Bumess,  GellyhiU,  Macduff. 

C  Janet  Clark,  46  N.  Bridge  Street,  Crieff. 
Qg  7  Eliza  Campbell,  Dunkeld  Street,  Aberfeldy. 

*  j  John  Tolmie,  14  Harbour  Street,  Nairn, 
f  Alice  Lee,  Dollar  Bank,  Dollar. 

!P.  Drummond,  46  Hardgate  Street,  Haddington. 
M.  C.  Bryce,  Main  Street,  West  Calder. 
James  Walker,  Ardwell,  Stranraer. 
Alexander  A.  Smith,  Gaveny  Cottage,  Macduff. 
^  (  Mary  Murray,  Fisherton,  Aberlonr,  Craigellachie. 
(  John  Cruikshank,  20  Shore,  Macduff. 

48.  Margaret  Wink,  59  High  Street,  Nairn. 

49.  Jessie  Campbell,  21  Gs&owgate,  Rothesay. 
r  James  Paterson,  Lee  Bank,  Roslin. 

I  Helen  Wilson,  Wellnage,  Dunse. 
50. -<  John  Kent^  32  George  Street,.  Paisley. 

I  Lydia  Forbes,  33  Duff  Street,  Macdnft 

(^Charles  Smith,  Gaveny  Cottage,  Banff. 
•  .   (  G.  D.  Adamson,  46  Schoolhill,  Aberdeen. 
'  (  Hannah  C.  Dixon,  14  Scotland  Street,  Edinbui^. 

i  George  Swanson,-32  Dempster  Street,  Wiok. 
Mary  Moody,  Benvue,  BothwelL 
Annie  Adam,  70  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 
Maurice  W.  Renton,  Schoolhouse,  Macduff. 
I  Lizzie  Stuart,  4  Alford  Place,  Aberdeen. 
61.  <  Maggie  J.  Hadden,  Rosebank,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 
(  Chrissy  Davidson,  Old  Maud,  New  Deer. 
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61. 


74. 


78. 


84J 


93. 


104.^ 


112. 


Arthur  H.  Lay,  Kelso. 

Elizabeth  Hogg,  Yetholm,  Kelso. 

George  R.  Maclennan,  Fernaig,  Strome  Feny. 

Lilias  Martin,  2  Bridge  Street,  Nairn. 

Joanna  G.  F.  Adam,  70  Daff  Street,  Maodnff. 

John  Sim,  Mintlaw,  Deer. 

Elsie  Rettie,  Cnlsh  Cottage,  New  Deer. 

Helen  J.  Kingborn,  16  Albany  Street,  Leith. 

James  Hart,  59  George  Street,  Paisley. 

Janet  0.  B.  Watson,  Free  Church  Manse,  Cardrosa. 

George  Donald,  Links  of  Barry,  Carnoustie. 

Agnes  W.  Cook,  183  Ferry  Road,  Leith. 

Archibald  M'Leaa,  3  Helen  Street,  Govan,  Glasgow. 

Isabella  B.  Craickshank,  20  Shore,  Macduff. 

Annie  Kellas,  Dufftown. 

Mary  Rettie,  Cnlsh  Cottage,  New  Deer. 

William  Lamont  Kinghom. 

Robert  D.  Baxter,  Strome  Ferry. 

Isabella  J.  Houston,  Stromness. 

Jeanie  B.  Morrison,  Gordon  Schools,  Huntly. 

Thomas  Wyness,  3  Little  Chapel  Street,  Aberdeen. 

Janet  Contts,  45  Rosemonnt  Place,  Aberdeen. 

Bella  C.  Camming,  Dmmnadrochit,  Abertarff. 

Isabella  M.  Menzies,  Bankhead,  Dunse. 

Flora  M 'Donald,  39  Pitt  Street,  Leith. 

William  McMillan,  Chryston,  Glasgow. 

Agnes  S.  Orr,  8  Melrose  Street,  Glasgow. 

Alexander  Scott,  Kinghom. 

James  K  Nicholson,  Elmbank,  Stirling. 

Mary  Ross,  Clevenstone,  Rothiemay. 

Lizzie  G.  Craickshank,  20  Shore,  Macduff. 

Barbara  J.  Gibson,  Ardwell  Schoolhouse,  Stranraer. 

Helen  Roy,  Runiachat,  Aberlour,  Craigellachie. 

William  D.  Barclay.  Fortwilliam. 

Sarah  Yeats,  Aachmnnziel,  New  Deer. 

Wm.  J.  Street,  18  West  Claremont  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Grace  E.  Simpson,  Fort  Place,  Gourock. 

Mary  Ann  Wyness,  3  CaWdor  Place,  Nairn. 

Helen  W.  Watson,  26  Skene  Street,  Macduff: 

James  Crail,  18  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 

Agnes  Wood,  15  Ashley  Road,  Aberdeen. 

Margaret  R«id,  Daisy  Park,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 

Robert  Grant,  Charlestown,  Aberlour. 

Alex.  B.  MacCallum,  7  Park  Circus,  Ayr. 

E.  M.  M.  Thomson,  Schoolhouse,  Ardclach,  Nairn. 

William  J.  Watson,  5  Institution  Street,  Macduff. 

Lizzie  M.  Ross,  Newton  of  Carnoustie,  Forglen. 

Hilda  C.  B.  Watson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Cavdross. 

EUza  H.  Morrison,  Dufftown. 

Jane  H.  Barn,  4  Albert  Street,  Arbroath. 

James  W.  Caithness,  24  India  Lane,  Montrose. 

Robert  Taylor,  Firth,  Orkney. 

James  Swanson,  Firth,  Orkney. 

Helen  J.  Balfour,  33  Chalmers  Street,  Edinburgh. 

William  M*Rae,  206  High  Street,  Elgin. 

John  J.  Smith,  Howard  Villa,  Maryhill,  Glasgow. 

William  Millar,  Glen  Road,  Wishaw. 

Agnes  Cowan.  Kirk  Road,  Wishaw. 

J.  B.  Maclachlan,  Meikleonr,  Perth. 
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126. -< 


137.^ 


(  John  Henderson,  Birch  Cottage,  Rattray,  Blaiigoime. 
112. 1  John  MacGilliyray,  Little  Balblair,  Nairn. 
(  Maggie  Smith,  Mayfield,  Langaide. 
f  James  Grant,  Dufftown. 

Ethel  V.  Beddie,  F.  C.  Manse,  Fulteney. 

Robert  Buchan,  St.  Fergus. 

Jessie  M.  Bay,  8  Keir  Street^  Edinburgh. 

Robert  S.  M*Dougall,  9  Brougham  Street,  Edinburgh. 

Jessie  Kitchen,  Hawthorn  Place,  Elgin. 

Mary  M*Corquodale,  8  Argyll  Street,  Lochgilphead. 

George  Lunnan,  Banchory  Terrace,  Kincardine  O'NeiL 

Robc^  Thomson,  27  Kewhouse,  Stirling. 

Elsie  J.  Garrow,  Gordon  Schools,  Huntly. 
L  Robert  Fraser,  23  Duff  Street,  Macduff, 
f  Mary  L.  Anderson,  123  Hadden  Street,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 

Margaret  J.  Forsyth,  BLingston,  Garmouth,  Elgin. 

Elspet  M'Adam,  Camp,  Lossiemouth. 

Arthur  Patersoo,  Garden  Cottage,  Old  Meldrum. 

Jane  Troup,  F.  C.  Manse,  Meldrum. 

Jonathan  Hosie,  8  Finnieston  Street,  Glasgow. 

Betsy  Shepherd,  36  William  Street,  Blairgowrie. 

Robert  Knox,  38  Canal  Street,  Paisley. 

Isabella  Bethune,  Borve,  Portree. 

Maggie  S.  M.  Gibb,  Bumside  Place,  Dollar. 

Barbara  Watson,  48  Duff  Street,  Maoduff. 

Jeannie  Wildgoose,  Gellymill  Street^  Macduff. 
^  Helen  S.  Bums,  Kilmahew,  Cardross. 
"William  MoUison,  74  Sea  Mount  Place,  Aberdeen. 

Katie  Laing,  42  Chapel  Street,  Aberdeen. 

John  W.  Murray,  Haaelhead,  Aberdeen. 

Jessie  Reid,  Mount  Pleasant,  Hawkhill,  Ayr. 

David  Reid,  Jr.,  Peaaehills,  Newport 

Roderick  D.  Maclean,  14  Regent  Park  Terrace^  Glasgow. 

James  N.  Noble,  High  Street,  Irvine. 

Fred.  MacBean,  Mill  Road  Cottage,  Nairn. 

^  Helen  F.  MacBean,  Market  Place,  Melrose. 

"Robert  Bannerman,  53  Canal  Terrace,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 

William  Yeats,  Square,  Grantown-on-Spey. 

Bella  G.  Proudfoot,  Lanemark,  New  Cumnock. 
j  Thomas  M.  Reid,  6  Bennington  Road.  Leith. 
I^g  j  James  Orrock,  Jr.,  Meadow  Cottage,  Braidwood,  Carluke. 
'  '^  James  Ross,  Rose  Street,  Nairn. 

Jane  H.  Howat,  Victoria  Square,  Stirling. 

John  Cairns,  Argyll  House,  Dollar. 

CeciUa  Hardie,  TulUbody,  Stirling. 

^Mary  Gordon,  Gordon  Schools,  Huntly. 

"Grace  Robertson,  Cloichfoldicfa,  Breadalbane. 

Fred.  B.  Broadway,  4  Glengyle  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 

Edith  C.  Balfour,  33  Chalmers  Street,  EdinburgK 

Lily  Simpson,  Fort  Place,  Gourock. 

Robert  FuUarton,  Ivy  Bank,  Port-Glasgow. 

Alexander  Ogilvy,  14  Brown  Street^  Blairgowrie. 

James  Malcolm,  Newton  Street,  Blatigowiie. 

,  John  Lyall,  4  Skene  Street,  Maoduff. 

"Alexander  Hay,  Charlestown,  Craigellachie,  Aberlour. 

John  G.  Maokay,  Drummond  Street,  Comrie. 
William  Alexander,  5  Sinclair  Terrace,  Wick. 

Thos.  A.  Scarlett,  Mall  House,  Musselburgh. 

W.  A.  P.  Cruden,  Schoolhouse,  Fettemear,  InTemrie. 

L  Alex.  Inch,  High  Street^  Blaiigowrie. 


150. 


169.  H 


177. 
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204.^ 


^  Junes  Brown,  Bnssell  Street,  Arbrrath. 
Annie  Cameron,  James  Square,  Criefil 
Andrew  Clnnie,  Glaisnoch  Street,  Cnmnook. 
.^^  ^  Maggie  J.  M^Lagan,  Fometh,  Clunie,  DnnkekL 
1  Annie  Simpson,  Sanehentree,  Methlio,  Ellon. 
Matthew  Brown,  27  Abbotsford  Place,  Glasgow. 
James  M*Kay,  1 1  Manners  Street,  Macdu£ 
D.  Wallace,  Falkland. 
James  Kemp,  Rutbrieston,  Aberdeen. 
Edwin  M.  Mackie,  Lower  Buzbnrn,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 
James  Mitchell,  189  Darron  Street,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 
-^.    .  Alexander  Murray,  9  Galvelmore  Street,  Crieff. 
'I  James  Bums,  37  Sidegate,  Haddington. 

lily  Campbell,  26  Argyll  Street,  I^hgilphead. 
I  Agnes  L.  M'Geachy,  44  High  Street,  Campbeltown. 
L  Jeanie  Thomson,  27  Newhouse,  Stirling. 
'James  S.  Gray,  Dufftown. 
Thomas  Morrison,  Charlestown,  Aberlour. 
199.  *{  Jessy  M.  S.  Gray,  Brownrigg,  North  Berwick. 
John  Emslie,  Holmhead,  Coldstone,  by  Dinnet. 
^  Jeanie  Stewart,  F.  C.  Manse,  Whiting  Bay,  Arran. 
'  George  Duthie,  Mary ville,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 
Janet  M'Donald,  Dnfftown. 
Jessie  Scott,  Firth,  Orkney. 
Robert  Grant,  St  Fei^gus. 
Ann  Christie,  Kirk  Street,  Meldnun. 
Hugh  Stevenson,  Alexandra  Place,  Shettleston,  Glasgow. 
Mary  Ann  Ross,  Brae  Cottage,  Shotts. 
W.  G.  Morgan,  Main  Street,  West  Calder. 
Margaret  M.  Donaldson,  Ormiston  Terrace,  Melrose. 
L  Jeanie  S.  Watt,  118  GeUymill  Street,  Macduff. 
"  Maggie  C.  Salmond,  6  Queen's  Road,  Aberdeen. 
Mary  C.  Duthie,  Maryville,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 
William  Findlay,  Church  Street,  Brechin. 
Jessie  Pearson,  Dairsie,  Cupar-Fife. 
James  Bruce,  Junior,  5  Madeira  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Jessie  B.  More,  6  Waverley  Place,  Leith. 
Barbara  Mactaggart,  20  Argyll  Street,  Lochgilphead. 
Isabella  Roy,  F.  C.  Manse,  Braes  of  Cromar. 
James  A.  Kessen,  F.  C  Mianse,  Bathgate. 
Andrew  S.  Omand,  F.  C.  Manse,  Nitshill. 
Sophia  F.  Lyall,  4  Buchan  Street,  Macduff. 
^  Alexander  Davidson,  9  Garden  Street,  Macduff. 
'Helen  M.  Gow,  61  King  Street,  Crieff. 
Maggie  Band,  Erin  Plaoe,  Lochee,  Dundee. 
Chas.  C.  Menzies,  Bankhead,  Dunse. 
Maxwell  Laurie,  9  Bruntsfield  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 
Jas.  Jamieson,  Orphan  Hospital,  Edinburgh. 
226.  *{  Isabella  Small,  8  Bruntsfleld  Place,  Edinbuigh. 
George  M.  Campbell,  47  Bridge  Street,  Leith. 
George  Bryce,  West  Bank,  West  Calder. 
Elgin  M.  Thomson,  Main  Street,  West  Calder. 
Francis  Dykes,  Braehead,  Inchinnan,  Paisley. 
^  Henry  W.  Murdoch,  23  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 
John  A.  Davidson,  29  N.  Broadford,  Aberdeen. 
Edward  A.  Smith,  26  Princes  Street  Aberdeen. 
Alex.  M.  Munro,  35  Broomhill  Plaoe,  Aberdeen. 
Christina  D.  Ross,  63  High  Street,  IxMsiemouth. 


214.-^ 
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9'> 


8VPPLVHBNT1RT  BXPOBT  OF  THB  GOMMITTEB  OH 


XXIX.-A. 


f^ 


Robert  S.  Manford,  Tower  Drive,  Oonrock. 
ChristiDa  M'CaUam,  33  Argyll  Street,  Lochgilphead. 
237.  ^  Jessie  Orrock,  Meadow  Cottage,  Braidwood,  Carlnke. 
I  Adam  Park,  Brandleys,  Sanquhar. 
L  Nellie  Webster,  7  North  Bell  Street,  St.  Aadrews. 
f  John  Xi.  Smith,  26  Priaoes  Street,  Aberdeen. 
I  Marion  Mackay,  Traill  Street,  Thurso. 
246.  -i  Stewart  A.  Robertson,  High  Street,  Loaohead. 
Jessie  Ann  Innes,  8  Queen  Street,  Loesiemontb. 
^  Jane  A.  Munro,  French  Buildings,  Elgin. 
251.     Agnes  Wilson,  53  Brisbane  Street,  Greenock. 


19. 
20. 


21 


■1 


24. 


26. 
27. 


28 
30. 


■I 


Certifloates, 

Lizzie  M<W.  Cbeyne,  44  Windmill  Street,  Peterhead. 

Helen  Corm,  Fife,  Keith. 

Mary  Rettie,  Culsh  Cottage,  New  Deer. 

John  Hall,  1 1  Trinity  Crescent,  North  Leith. 

Eliza  Craig,  Mid  Street,  Keith. 

G.  O.  Feiguseon,  F.  C.  Manse,  Leven. 

Nellie  Mackenzie,  2  Chnroh  Street,  LeTon. 

John  Clark,  F.  C.  Manse,  Foreran,  Aberdeen. 

Jane  Dewar,  Windygates,  Kirkcaldy. 

Frank  M'Intoah,  Moss  Street,  Keith. 

Jessie  M'lvor,  Moss  Street,  Keith. 

Ellen  Beaton,  Ardie  Knowes,  New  Deer. 
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TABERNACLE. 

Prises. 

No.  Name  and  Address.  Prize.     FuU  voUls  200. 

1.  WUliam  Moodie,  42  Bridge  Street,  Montrose,  Medal  and  £4       Value  170 

2.  Mabel  S.  Gill,  Craig  Dhu,  Criefi^       .... 

3.  Geils  Macdougal,  care  of  Mr.  M'Pherson,  19  Sonth 

Street,  Greenock, 

A   (  Mary  Stuart,  Regent  Street,  Fife-Keith,   . 
(  William  Sutherland,  Golspte  Town,  Golspie, 

6.  Elizabeth  F.  Selbie,  F.  C.  Manse,  Maryculter,   . 

7.  Ken.  Mackenzie,  18  Chnrch  Street.  Nairn, 

8.  John  Philp,  Kennoway,    .    ^    . 

9.  Janet  T.  M 'Gibbon,  13  Bosebank  Cottages,  Gardner*t 

Crescent,  Edinburgh 

1 0.  Alexander  Rose,  2  Achmony  Place,  Nairn, 

11.  James  Smith,  13  Castle  Place,  Montrose,  . 

12.  William  Hood,  47  Hope  Park  find,  Edinburgh, 

13.  Jessie  Henderson,  Whitecrook,  Keith, 

14.  Margaret  L.  M*Naughton,  Glenlyon  House,  Leren, 

15.  John  Macdouald,  Little  Balblair,  Nairn,   . 

16.  Maggie  A.  Stuart,  Regent  Street,  Fife-Keith,    . 

17.  Mary  R.  M.  Silver,  166  Union  Street,  Aberdeen, 

18.  Christina  Maodonald,  Albert  Street,  Nairn,       . 


3 

>* 

156 

2 

f» 

155 

2 

>> 

155 

2 

f» 

153 

2 

n 

151 

I 

>f 

150 

w 

14S 

It 

147 

>• 

146 

»• 

144 

*f 

140 

Books, 

ft 

139 

f> 

>f 

137 

n 

f> 

134 

n 

9» 

ft 

129 
127 

XXIX.-A.  THB  WBLVABJI  OF  THB  YOUTH  Or  THB  CHUAOH.  23 

31.     Isabella  FovHe,  Mains  of  Audireddie,  New  Deer. 
Ao  (  Helen  Renton,  Cockbumspath. 

*  (  Jane  Held,  Herbeitshire  Castle,  Denny. 
nA   5  Mai^garet  Rodger,  Bourtrees,  Fairlie. 
^*'  \  Isabella  D.  Wyllie,  Fenibank,  FairHe. 

C  Jane  Wallaoe  Eobertsony  24  Bishop  Street,  Rothesay. 
36.  <  Jessie  Kilpatrick,  Cockbumspath. 

(  Emily  L.  Paterson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Tranent. 
39.     Robert  S.  Thoniton,  1  GroTe  Place,  Edinburgh. 
^  (  Donald  Macdonald,  Keig,  by  Whitehoose. 
'  (  Jessie  Dale,  Cockbumspath. 

42.  Isabella  Frisken,  Inkster. 

(  Theodore  JohnsoDOj  Rockville  Terrace,  Bonnyrigg. 

43.  <  Donald  M^Callum,  1  Home  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 
(  Daniel  Philp,  Kennoway. 

.g  (  Agnes  Peebles,  Cockbumspath. 
'  \  John  Mackenne,  Moss  Side  of  Nairn. 
{  Robert  Macdonald,  15  High  Street,  Laurencekirk. 
.Q  J  David  Johnstone,  Galeside  Cottage,  Wamphray,  Moffat. 
^^'  \  Robert  Raffan,  BroomhiU  Terrace,  Keith. 

•  (  Alexander  Ingram,  Isla  Bank,  Keith. 

(  George  W.  Reid,  Bridge  Street,  Kirkwall. 
52.  <  Isob^  Maophail,  F.  C.  Manse,  Kilmuir,  Portree. 
(  WiUiam  Robb,  Mid  Street,  Keith. 

55.  James  B.  Young,  3  South  Street,  John's  Place,  Perth. 

56.  WiUiam  Nelson,  12  Mitchell  Street,  Crieff. 
..  (  Anne  Donald,  Myrtle  Terrace,  Newport,  Fife. 

°''  }  William  Latto  Walker,  Queen  Street,  East  Newport,  Fife. 

C  James  Davidson,  Old  Maud,  New  Deer. 
59.  <  William  Scott,  Junior,  97  High  Street,  Laurenoekirk. 

(  Janet  M.  Walker,  Templar  Terrace,  Galashiels. 
62.    Jane  Paterson,  24  Milnbank  Road,  Dundee. 
^„  (  Alfred  James  Cochrane,  10  Rosebery  Crescent  Lane,  Edinburgh. 
^^'  (  Susan  WaU,  69*  High  Street,  Laurencekirk. 

fAdam  Mackay,  Dunbeath,  Latheron,  Wick. 
Janet  C.  White,  220  Hope  Street,  Glasgow. 
65.  -(  James  Campbell,  Kirkhill,  Wamphray,  Moffat. 
Alexander  Gillanders,  Moss  Side,  Nairn. 
L  Maggie  Porteous,  The  Green,  Galashiels. 

70.  Jane  A.  Thomson,  South  Ronaldshay. 
C  Donald  Brims,  Lonisburgh,  Wick. 

71.  <  Maggie  Robertson,  LoaiSiead. 

( Isabella  Charteris,  Ridgefoot^  Moffat. 
,. .    (  Maria  Harvey,  Chinegar^  Orphir. 
'*"  i  Christina  Dove,  50  Croft  Street,  Gahwhiels. 
.^  j  Grace  Porteous,  Cleugh,  Johnstone,  Lockerbie. 

\  James  Halliday,  Panhmds,  Johnstone,  Lockerbie. 

78.  Margaret  Robertson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Lauder. 

79.  Agnes  Sanderson,  52  Douglas  Place,  Galashiels. 

80.  Frank  John  Leal,  Lander,  Berwick. 

g.    (  Helen  Irvine,. F.  C.  Manse,  Wamphray,  Moffat 

'  /  Maggie  Paterson,  Buckrigg,  Moffat, 
^g  \  Mary  Paterson,  Buckrigg,  Moffat. 
^^*  (  Thomas  Raymond,  Bridge  of  Weir. 

85.  Angus  Sinclair,  72  Wellington  Street,  Greenock. 

86.  Thomas  Paterson,  Buckrigg,  Moffat. 
(  Caroline  Taylor,  Cott 

87.  <  Annie  Drammond,  28  Glaasford  Street,  Glasgow. 
(  William  Thomson,  Duneara,  East  Newport,  Fife. 
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JUNIOR   SECTION. 
SHORTER    CATECHISM. 


No. 
1 


5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

•{ 


16 
18. 
19 


t 


f9 


n 


185 
184 
184 
183 


■1 


Name  and  Addreu.  Prke,    FmU  Vaime  200 

Hden  Meldmm,  Hill  Cottage,  Kirkcaldy,  Medal  and  £3,  lOn  Value  185 
Maggie  A.  M^Gillevisy,  78  Doff  Street, 

Macdii£t  ......     Medal  and 

Archibald  M'Lay,  3  Helen  Street,  GoTmn,    . 
Sophiit  BomeH,  Gellyhill,  MAcdofl^      . 
Johanna  DaTidaon,  9  Garden  Street^  Macdnfi^ 
Agnes  Margaret  Gibson,  Lady  Mill  Cottage,  King 

Street^  Aberdeen, 

William  Dick,  Caimbanno,  New  Deer, . 
Catherine  J.  Maoonachie,  17  MiDgate,  Capar, 
Catherine  M.  M'Micking,  Bnmbrae,  Helensburgh, 
Maggie  Alexander,  4  Leren  Tenaoe,  Edinborgh, 
Helen  Maigaret  Feignsson,  F.  C.  Manse,  IQlon, 
E3iza  W.  Templeton,  Dnungairie,  Helensburgh, 
Grace  E.  Simpson,  Fort  Place,  Gonrock, 
Dayid  Monteith,  24  Carmichael  Street^  Govan, 
Wm.  W.  Chakners,  Comely  Bank  Cottage,  Perth, 
A.  C.  Phebe  Macpbail,  Pilrig  Manse,  E^borgh, 
James  A.  Macrae,  206  High  Street,  Elgin,     . 
Lizaie  Wotherspoon,  Jordan  Vale,  Whiteinch,  Glasgow, 
Thomas  Wyness,  3  Little  Chapel  Street,  Aberdeen, 
WiUikm  Kelson,  12  Mitchell  Street,  Crie£^    . 


3,10b. 
2,  lOsL 
2,10a. 
2 

2 
2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
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182) 

182 

181 

178 

178 

178 

177 

177 

176 

176 

1751 

1754 

172 

171 

171 


23. 
24. 

25. 1 

27. 

28.^ 

33. 
34. 
36. 

36. 


40. 
41 
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Certiflcates. 

William  D.  Barclay,  Fort-William. 

Catherine  Gilmour,  3  Valleyfield  Street;  Edinbnigh. 

Mary  Ross,  Clovenstone,  Bothiemay,  Strathbogie. 

Robert  Bannerman,  61  Canal  Terrace,  Woodside. 

Agnes  L.  MKJeachy,  44  High  Street,  Campbeltown,  Kintyre 

James  K  Cniickshank,  20  Shore,  M^yff. 

Grace  Mitchell  Fergusson,  Fairlea,  Newport,  Fife. 

Edwin  M.  Mackie,  Lower  Bozbam,  Woodside. 

William  A  P.  Cruden,  Schoolhouse,  Fettemear,  InTerorie. 

Charlotte  M*Very,  471  New  City  Road,  Gla^goV. 

David  S.  Meldrum,  Townsend  Place,  Kirkcaldy.  * 

William  Latto  Walker,  Qaeen  Street,  East  Newport 

Elizabeth  Sprot,  19  Rutland  Square,  EdinbnrffhT^ 

Lydia  Forbes,  33  Dnff  Stieet»  MacduC 

John  Cruickshank,  20  Shore,  Macduff. 

Alfred  A.  Cooper,  4  Powis  Place,  Aberdeen. 

Mary  Taylor  DonaWson,  Rockviile  Cottsge,  Bonoyriffff 

Charlotte  Richmond  Mill,  18  Leopold  Place,  Edinbwh. 

Robert  Boyd,  Townhead,  Kirkintilloch. 

David  T.  Smith,  6  Bridge  Street^  Paisley. 

Roderick  M.  MacLennan,  Fernaig,  Stxt>me  Ferry. 

William  Thomson,  Duneara,  East  Newport. 

George  A.  Wright^  12  Crook  O'Ness  Street,  Macdoli: 


XXIX.-A.  TBI  WSLTABS  01  THS  TOVTH  OV  THB  OHUBOH.  25 

44.    Mary  L.  Andenon,  128  Hadden  Street,  Woodride. 
46.    ThoniM  A.  Hay,  1  Princes  Street,  Helensburgh. 

46.  Betsy  Shepherd,  36  William  Street,  Blairgowrie. 
C  Qeorge  Mars,  Eodefechan. 

47.  <  John  R.  Ronton,  Sohoolhonse,  MaodafiL 
(  James  Graib,  18  Duff  Stroet^  Macduff. 

1^  }  Jessie  Gibson,  Ijady  Mill  Cottage,  Ring  Street,  Aberdeen. 
"^  \  Katherine  S.  M*Alister,  F.C,  Manse,  Old  Aberdeen. 
52.     Rachel  Shirras,  Anchentumb,  Striohen. 
.,  (  Jane  H.  Hislop,  3  Victoria  Terrace,  BuUatnr,  Kilsyth. 
^^  \  Maggie  Anderson,  12  M'Veagh  Street,  Huntly. 

I  John  Hendenon,  Birch  Cottage,  Rattray,  Blairgowrie. 
55.  <  Jane  Ann  Alexander,  42  Dallli«dd  Terrace,  Dondee. 

(  Nellie  Mackenzie,  2  Church  Street,  Nairn. 

58.  John  Duncan,  17  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 

f  Alexander  R.  Forbes,  Lower  Buxbnm,  Woodside. 
I  Margaret  Reid,  Daisy  Park,  Woodside. 

59.  ^  William  Hood,  47  Hope  Park  End,  Edinburgh. 

I  Isabella  Laidlaw,  Townfoot,  Ecclefechan. 
^Lizxie  G.  Cruickshank,  20  Shore,  Macduff. 

64.  Agnes  Black,  F.C.  Manse,  Kilsyth. 

f  Mary  R.  Gibson,  Ijadymill  Cottage,  King  Street,  Aberdeen. 
I  William  Mensies,  Shewalton,  Dreghom,  Dundonald. 

65.  ^  John  Macdonald,  Springfield,  Cupar. 

Margaret  Simpson,  Thom  Street,  Hopeman. 

t  George  R.  MacLennan,  Femaig,  Strome  Ferry. 

(  Robert  &  M'Dongall,  9  Brougham  Stieet,  Edinburgh. 
70. 1  Hamilton  Campbdl,  9  Beaoonsfield  Street,  Partick,  Glasgow. 

(  Isabella  B.  Cruickshank,  20  Shore,  Macduff! 

(  Ann  Robertson,  8  Pole  Street,  Pole  Park,  Dundee. 
73.  <  Mary  Gill,  14  Lauriston  Gardens,  Edinburgh. 

(  Walter  Ireland,  Jr.,  Townsend  Place,  Kirkcaldy. 
76.     John  MacGilliyray,  Little  Balblair,  Nairn. 

!  Alexander  A.  Philip,  F.C.  Manse,  Fordoun. 
Eliza  Campbell,  Dunkeld  Street,  Aberfeldy. 
Alexander  M*Kenzie,  8  Greenhaugh  Street,  Govan. 
James  Orrock,  Meadow  Cottage,  Braidwood,  Carluke. 

81.  Mary  0.  Duthie,  Maryville,  Woodside. 

f  Robert  C.  Dutbie,  Maryville,  Woodside. 
Annie  Isabella  Fowler,  108  High  Street,  Aberdeen. 

82.  <  William  Cassis,  Strichen. 

Jeanie  S.  Watt,  118  Gellymill  Street,  Macduff. 

I^  Annabella  Spalding,  Kirkliston. 

(  Geoige  Duthie,  Maryville,  Woodside. 
87.  <  James  Ligertwood,  Hill  of  Aidiffery,  Cmden. 

(  Alexander  Rose,  2  Auchmony  Place,  Nairn. 
_  i  James  Malcolm,  Newton  Street,  Blairgowrie. 

\  Alexander  Ogilvie,  14  Brown  Street,  Blairgowrie. 
^^  I  George  S.  MacBain,  23  Spring  Bank  Terrace,  Aberdeen. 
^"^^  I  Charles  Smith,  Gaveny  Cottage,  Macduff. 
_^  \  Alexander  Inch,  High  Street,  Blairgowrie. 

(  James  M*Kay,  11  Manners  Street,  Macduff. 

^  John  Brown,  9  Queen  Street,  Craigie,  Perth. 

}  Janet  M*Intyre,  Ashton  Cottage,  Kirkliston. 

I  William  James  Couper,  11  Dahy  Park  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 
98.  <  Robert  P.  Baxter,  Strome  Ferry. 

(^  Maggie  Beverley  Thomson,  Duneam,  Newport. 

i  Mary  C.  H.  Gordon,  110  High  Street,  Abeideen. 

I  Jonathan  Hosie,  8  Finnieston  Street,  Gla^ow. 


26  SUPPLEHENTABY  BtPOBT  OF  THB  OOUMITTBE  ON  XXIZ.  A. 

(  R.  G.  Macintyre,  Fort  William. 

I  William  Grahame  Peat,  Pordand  Park,  Hamilton. 
103.  ^  John  Watt  WiUiama,  TarUnd. 

I  Mary  Laidlaw,  Townfoot,  Ecclefechan. 

I,  Alexander  A.  Smith,  Gaveny  Cottage,  Macduff. 
108.     George  Swanson,  32  Dempster  Street,  Pulteney. 

!  Annie  K  D.  Ogilvie,  83  Bon- Acord  Street,  Aberdeen. 
Hugh  M'Lellan,  45  Pollok  Street,  Pollokahaws. 
Maggie  Ann  Young,  Seamills,  Newport. 
George  Duncan,  Drummnxr,  Keith. 
f  Maggie  Jane  Cooper,  4  Powia  Place,  Aberdeen. 
I  George  B.  Duthie,  Maryville,  Woodside. 
113.-<  Christina  Agnes  Fowler,  108  High  Street,  Abeideen. 
I  Jessie  Miller,  120  High  Street,  Dumbarton, 
i^  John  Sloan,  14  Albion  Crescent,  Glasgow. 
(  Elizabeth  M.  Scott,  Braeside,  Pittodrie,  Pitcaple. 
, ,  Q  \  James  M*Arthur,  Firhill  Cottage,  Firhill  Sawmills,  Glasgow. 
^^^'\  Isabella  Kerr,  Townhead,  Ecclelechak 

(  George  S.  Macgregor,  Alpine  Cottage,  Newport 
122.     Maggie  Burners,  Gellyhill,  Macduff. 

i  Lizzie  M.  Birss,  Middle6eld  House,  Woodside. 
Robert  Nichol,  247  Dumbarton  Koad,  Glasgow. 
Thomas  Nelson,  Main  Street,  Kilbirnie. 
Jane  Young,  High  Street,  Newport. 
/  Jessie  M'Naughton,  P.O.,  Newport. 
'•  i  Robert  Lumsden,  New  house,  Stirling. 
I  James  Mitchell,  189  Barron  Street,  Woodside. 
\  Maggie  Jane  Hadden,  Rosebank,  Woodside. 
129.  <  William  Barton,  Haggs,  Ecclefechan. 

(  Christina  Melville,  Tay  Cottage,  K  Newport 
^  Charles  C.  Cowie,  18  Bank  Street,  Aberdeen. 
Alexander  B.  MacCullum,  7  Park  Circus,  Ayr. 
Agnes  Gilfillan,  100  Barrack  Street,  Glasgow. 
Alexander  Mitchell,  9  James  Place,  Govan. 
Isabella  Ferns,  Mill-of-Culsh,  by  TarUuid. 
John  Tolmie,  14  Harbour  Street,  Nairn. 
Maggie  Martin,  Hope  Back,  Newport. 
John  M^Donald^  9  Boss  Street,  Macduff. 
^  Annie  Adam,  70  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 
(  Emma  Adeline  Marchant,  48  Commerce  Street,  Aberdeen. 
142.  <  Clarinda  Millar,  Haggs,  Ecclefechan. 

(  Hannah  Laidlaw,  Townfoot,  Ecclefechan. 
146.     Mary  Kerr,  Stricheu. 

146.  Helen  W.  Chalmers,  33  Restalrig  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 

147.  Christina  Stewart,  East  Brae,  Grandtnlly,  Ballinluig. 
(  Dayid  K.  Murray,  22  Gayfield  Square,  Edinbuxig^ 

^^^*  (  Robert  George  Philip,  F.  C.  Manse,  Fordoun. 

150.  George  Wilson,  Stricheu. 
( Isabella  Barnett,  14  Canal  Street,  Woodside. 

151.  <!  Jessie  M'Kie,  Altercannoch,  BarrhilL 
\  Archibald  B.  Leitch,  Albert  Terrace,  Dunnikier  Road,  Kirkcaldy. 

154.     John  0.  Muckersie,  James  Place,  Cupar. 

r  John  S.  Batchan,  91  Crown  Street,  Aberdeen. 
166.<  Maggie  Innes,  Tarland. 

(^  Barbara  Watson,  48  Duff  Street,  Maoduff. 

(  Lillias  Waugh,  92  Rosemount  Buildings,  Edinborgh. 
158.  <  John  Watt^  Tynebank  Villa,  Prestonkirk. 

(  John  Logie,  Easter  Galcantiy,  Croy,  Fort  George  Station. 


133.^ 
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161. 


\ 


165. 


171. 


172.^ 


178. 
182. 

183. 


189. 


194. 


196. 


201. 
202. 

203. 

205. 

207. 
208. 

209. 


211. 


214. 


220. 


(  Charles  M.  Robertson,  Milton  of  Dercnlicfa,  Strathtay,  Ballinluig. 

1  John  M'Lellan,  1 1  King  Street,  PoUokshaws. 

j  Andrew  Walker,  Blebo  Craigs,  Cupar  Fife. 

(  James  Neish,  Muir  of  Ancbincrieve,  Rotbiemay. 

(  WiUiani  M.  Wbyte,  Fort  WiUiam. 

I  Jane  Munro,  14  Breadalbane  Crescent,  Pulteney. 

Alexander  Macfarlane,  123  High  Street,  Perth. 

Catherine  Deuchars,  Hillside  Cottage,  New])ort. 

Maggie  Brown,  High  Street,  Newport. 
.  Mary  J.  Cruickshank,  16  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 

Betsy  Bella  Dow,  34  William  Street,  Dundee. 

Bessie  L.  Smith,  146  King  Street,  Aberdeen, 

Helen  Macpherson,  Muccomer,  Spean  Bridge,  Kilmonivaig. 

Mary  Taylor,  8  Cherryfield  LAne,  Dundee. 

William  Cassie,  Striehen. 

Lily  Simpson,  Fort  Place,  Grourock. 
^  Maggie  Burgess,  Roadside,  Botriphnie,  Keith. 

!  Robert  Hall,  1 1  South  Crown  Street,  Aberdeen. 
Henrietta  D.  Hall,  1 1  South  Crown  Street,  Aberdeen. 
Maggie  Robertson,  Chimside. 
Joanna  G.  F.  Adam,  70  Duff  Street,  Macduff. 
Nellie  Ritchie  Gordon,  110  High  Street,  Aberdeen, 
r  James  Byers,  Cairncry,  Woodside. 
I  Esther  Ann  Strath,  27  College  Bounds,  Aberdeen, 
J  John  Cameron,  Fort  William. 
1  Andrew  Oliyer,  Chimside. 
I  Hugh  Watt,  Tynebank  Vilk,  Prestonkirk. 
t  Thomas  Buchanan,  44  High  Street,  Kirkcaldy. 
"  Frederick  W.  Finnic,  27  Victoria  Street  West,  Aberdeen. 
Jessie  L.  S.  Christie,  Inrerleithfield,  Edinburgh. 
-l  May  Ann  Georgina  Ross,  Brae  Cottage,  Sfaotts. 
Mary  Ann  Bryson,  Ecclefecban. 
^  Lizzie  A.  Robertson,  Castle  Bank,  Bamhill,  Perth. 

(Mary  Campbell,  F.  C.  Manse,  Drumnadrochit. 
Benjamin  George  Cormack,  8  Strathleven  Place,  Dumbarton. 
(^Maggie  M.  Coldstream,  11  Viewforth  Terrace,  Edinburgh. 
William  Collie,  Waterymains,  Duffus,  Elgin. 
Charles  Mackie,  31  High  Patrick  Street,  Hamilton. 
I  William  Robertson,  Barefolds,  Glass. 
t  Alexander  Sim,  Mill  of  Invermarkie,  Glass. 
Alexander  Macphie,  Fort  William. 
George  Lunan,  Banchory-Ternan. 

(Mary  Ann  Wynnes,  3  Cawdor  Place,  Nairn. 
Jeannie  Wildgoose,  Gellymill  Street,  Macduff. 
fAnn  Clark,  Hopewell,  by  Tarland. 
Joan  Spark,  1 2  Melrose  Terrace,  Dundee. 
William  Anderson,  Ivy  Cottage,  Hopeman. 
Lizzie  Thomson,  Dnnearn,  New]K>rt. 

Catherine  Macpherson,  Muccomer,  Spean  Bridge,  Kilmonivaig. 
Thomas  Henderson,  Castle  wood,  Ecclefecban. 
Jeannie  Garvie,  1  Osborne  Place,  Aberdeen. 
William  Strath,  27  College  Bounds,  Old  Aberdeen. 
William  Christie,  4  Albert  Terrace,  Huntly. 
Annie  H.  Dunn,  22  Prospect  Terrace,  Aberdeen. 
Mary  Barclay,  Fort  William. 
J  Jeannie  Dinning,  Girtridge  Mill,  Drybridge,  Dundonald. 
David  Reid  Rennie,  21  Scotia  Street,  Glasgow. 
Thomas  Gordon,  Armadale,  Bathgate. 
^  James  Campsie,  6  Co-operative  Buildings,  Perth. 
Bells  C.  Cumming,  Drumnadrochit. 


\ 
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221.     Biargaret  Low  OUrk,  109i  Hadden  Street,  Woodside. 
nni    (  James  Brown,  RuBsell  Street,  Arbroath. 
'  (  Jeannie  Stocks,  Invertiel  Bank,  Kirkcaldy. 
'Lizzie  Gouper,  31  Osborne  Place,  Aberdeen. 
William  B.  Daguid,  Lower  Boxbnrn,  Woodaide. 
224.4  Isabella  Kerr,  Stricken. 

Mavy  Jane  Farqnharson,  150  Bacdeacb  Street^  Glasgow. 
^Margaret  Macdougall,  18  Pleasance  Street,  Pollokahawa. 
^     (  Helen  W.  Watson,  26  Skene  Street,  BCaodoff. 
^^^'  \  Maggie  Aitken,  3j[^Strathleven  Place,  Dumbarton. 
Mary  Somerville,  Barrhill  Manse. 
Dora  Stewart,  Comely  Bank,  Grandtnlly,  Ballinlnig. 
Agnes  Meikle,  12  Morrison  Street,  Edinburgh. 
William  Milne,  Mains  of  Dmmmnir,  Botriphnie,  Keith. 
.  Alick  M'Donald,  33  North  Street,  Bishop  Hill,  Elgin, 
^^'^^  Nellie  Aitken,  3)  Strathleven  PUice,  DmAiarton. 
John  Johnstone,  Moreseat,  Cruden. 
Maggie  Gumming,  3  Melrose  Terrace,  Dundee. 
James  Ross,  Ross  Street,  Nairn. 
L  Elizabeth  Glark,  11  Glebe  Street,  Dundee, 
r  Johanna  Hendry,  42  Marischal  Street,  Aberdsen. 
I  Adolph  limpel,  17  Watson  Street,  Aberdeen. 
241.4  Jeannie  S.  Macleish,  Fort  William. 

John  Young,  11  Duke  Street,  Hamilton. 
^Sopbia  F.  Lyall,  4  Buchan  Street,  Macduff:^ 
i  Thomas  Shanks,  21  Ghapel  Street,  Airdrie. 
246.  <  Jane  Gameron,  £•  Woolcats,  Ecdefechan. 
(  Alexander  Forsytb,  Gowgate,  Errol. 
C  Albert  Henderson,  Devanha  House,  Aberdeen. 
Mary  Gillespie,  22  Bank  Street,  Abeitieen. 
249.  \  Annie  Macdougall,  Fort  William. 

I  Robert  Bell,  109  Baldridge  Bum,  Dunfermline. 
(^  George  Thomson,  22  Tobago  Street,  Edinburgh. 
254.     Maggie  MKi^eary,  Graig,  Barhill,  Ayr. 

(Mary  Thom,  2  Westfield  Place,  Aberdeen. 
Marion  Sprot,  19  Rutland  Square,  Edinburgh. 
Ghristina  Craigmile,  St.  Ternan  Gottage,  Banchory-Teman. 
William  Doig,  West  Newport. 
259.     Agnes  Inglis,  4  Merchiston  Park,  Edinburgh. 
260  \  ^^^^  Gampbell,  F.  G.  Manse,  Drnmnadrochit. 

'  /  Annabella  Inkster,  Qnoydarks,  Orphir. 
262  1  ^^'y  McMillan,  Kilsaintninian,  Barrhill. 

*  \  Annie  Belford,  41  Galedonian  Grescent,  Edinburgh. 
264.    Alexander  G.  Riddell,  7  Ferryhill  Place,  Aberdeen. 

i  Thomas  Brown,  Russell  Street,  Arbroath* 
Margaret  Scott,  Grandtully,  Ballinlnig. 
Maggie  G.  Black,  17  Robertson  Street,  Gieenock. 
John  Riddoch,  Goldhome,  Rothiemay. 
269.     Helen  Gampbell,  Strichen. 
o.|>  (  Henry  Peffers,  Old  Pier,  Newport. 
^^'  \  Alexander  Whyte,  Milltown  of  Rothiemay. 
272.    Jessie  Hunter,  St  Phillian  Place,  Newport. 

(  Jemima  Inkster,  Quoydarks,  Orphir. 
QI.Q  1  George  Morrice,  High  Street,  Strichen. 
^*^'  \  James  Minto,  917  Govan  Road,  Govan. 

(  Grace  Ireland  Dow,  34  William  Street,  Dundee. 
277.     Bessie  M'Glew,  care  of  Thomas  M'Glew,  Glenluce. 

(  Tresa  Reid,  Daisy  Park,  Woodside. 
278. 1  William  T.  Ritchie,  16  Watson  Street,  Aberdeen. 
(  James  M.  Shirras,  Anchentumbb  Strichen. 
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278. 
282. 

283. 


287. 

290. 
292. 

293. 

297. 
298. 


Lizzie  M<Farlane,  Bankfoot,  Perth. 

RobeH  Beaddie,  11  Rosehill  Place,  Edinburgh. 

Marjory  Laing,  25  Wellingtoa  Street,  Woodside. 

Amelia  M.  Fidconer,  26  BeU  Place,  Edinburgh. 

LiliM  £.  M.  B.  Martin,  2  Bridge  Street,  Nairn. 

Isabella  MacNanghton,  P.  O.,  Newport. 

Catherine  Bitchie,  9  Bosefield  Street,  n?^kn^MW  Boad,  Dundee. 

Elizabeth  M'Lean,  Park  Lane,  Nairn. 

Jessie  Ferrie,  Bobert  Street  East^  Newport. 

Elizabeth  F.  M'Kenzie,  40  Argylee,  Polteney. 

Jessie  Marshall,  Townhill,  Dunfermline. 

Jane  B.  Lawrence,  Inverleithfield,  Edinburgh. 

Elizabeth  Cleary,  Oraig,  BarrhilL 

James  Bamsay,  8  Livingstone  Place,  Edinburgh. 

Peter  K.  M'Lean,  13  Watt  Street,  Greenock. 

Isabella  M'Eeddie,  High  Street,  Fortrose. 

William  M'Bae,  Techmuiry,  Fraserbuigh. 

Jessie  Tait,  Kelso. 


JVb. 
1. 


DIVISION    II. 

SENIOB   SECTION. 

LARGER  AND  SHORTER   CATECHISM. 

Prizes. 

Ncwne  and  Address.  Prize,    Full  Value  200. 

K.  S.  Maodongall,  F.  C.  Manse,  Strath- 

peffer,  Dingwall,       ....     Medal  and  £5,         Value  181 


4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 

12. 

14. 
15. 


16. 1 


{ 


Jessie  Campbell  Maconachie,  17  Millgate,  Cupar, 
John  Philp,  Kennoway,  .... 

Alexander  Burgees,  Boadside,  Botriphnie,  Keith, 
Heloise  E.  Beddie,  F.  C.  Manse,  Pulteney,  Wick, 
Martha  Dakers,  103  High  Street,  Brechin,     . 
Bobert  S.  Thornton,  1  Grove  Place,  Edinburgh, 
Mary  Glen,  6  Castle  Street,  Brechin,     . 
Helen  Meldmm,  Hill  Cottage,  Kirkcaldy, 
Bobert  Andrew  Moody,  Benvue,  Bothwell, 
Bobert  Dewar,  Windygates,  Kirkcaldy, 
J.  S.  Alison,  Broomieknowe,  Lasswade, 
Mary  Lang,  365  Dumbarton  Boad,  Glasgow, 
Jessie  Callander,  Laight,  Penpont^ 
Maud  Macphail,  F.  C.  Manse,  Kilmuir,  Skye, 
George  M.  Bonar,  East  Linton,  Prestonkirk, 
Elisa  D.  Maenab^  Keith  Park,  Blairgowrie,    . 


3,  10s. 
3,  10s. 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1    . 
Books, 

9$ 
9> 
t$ 


» 


» 


>t 


If 


>» 


»» 


>» 


•  > 


tt 


ft 


>> 


M 


»» 


»» 


t* 


167 
167 
166 
161 
157 
153 
152 
150 
145 
140 
137 
137 
135 
134 
132 
132 


Certdfloates. 

f  Daniel  Philp,  Kennoway. 
18.  <  Hugh  Holm,  26  Lord  Street,  Barrow. 
(  Thomas  Knight,  3  George  Street,  Huntly. 

21.  Jane  Dewar,  Windygates,  Kirkcaldy. 

22.  Katherine  Stormonth  Maoalister,  F.  C.  Manse,  Old  Aberdeen. 

23.  William  Scobie,  Culdees,  Partickhill. 

24.  James  William  Morrison,  Andover  House,  Brechin. 
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Robert  H.  Watson^  2  St.  Peter's  Plaoe,  EdinburgK 
25.  ^  Annie  Madeod,  Filrig  Manse. 

Elsie  Milne,  Mains  of  Drummnir,  Botriphnie,  Keith, 
ng  /  Margaret  Canningham,  21  Warrender  Park  Aoad,  East,  Edinburgh. 
'  \  Thomas  Raymond,  Bridge  of  Weir. 

30.  David  Monteith,  24  Cannichael  Street,  Govsn. 

31.  Mary  Duke,  Bearhill,  Brechin. 

32.  Thomas  Nelson,  Main  Street,  Kilbimie. 
Qn  {  William  Spence,  East  Linton,  Prestonkirk. 

* '  \  Maggie  Matheson,  Oorvichen,  Huntly. 
35.     Mary  Jane  Henderson,  Greenbeck,  Johnstone,  by  Lockerbie. 


,.{ 


1 


I 


DIVISION   II. 

SENIOR    SECTION. 
THE    SACRAMENTS. 
Prizes. 

Xo.  Kame  and  Address.  Prize.     Full  Valw  200 

1 .  Emma  J.  Smith,  29  Lntton  PI.,  Edinr.,    Medal  and  £5  Value  200 

2.  Euphemia  Gilchrist  Gibb,  Bumaide  Place,  Dollar,       4  „     195 
Marion  J.  Philip,  48  Blacket  Place,  Edinburgh, 
Adam  Gnnn,  Strathy,  by  Thurso,         • 

'Mabel  S.  Gill,  Craig  Dhu,  Crieff, 
Elizabeth  M.  Baikie,  RosehUl,  Dalkeith,      . 
Grace  Fairley,  22  Rosehall  Terrace,  Edinburgh, 
Mary  Thomson,  17  Stratheam  Place,  Edinburgh, 
Christina  Smeaton  Thomson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Gif- 

ford,  Haddington,  

Jane  Reid,  Herbertshire  Castle,  Denny, 

1 1.  Isabella  Morrison,  30  Marischal  Street,  Aberdeen, 

12.  Maud  Macphail,  F.  C.  Manse,  Kilmuir,  Skye, 
(  Christina  R  Macdonald,  Pennyland,  Thurso, 

13.  \  Rachel  Shirras,  Auchentumb,  Strichen, 
'  John  Mackay,  60  Great  Western  Road,  Glasgow,  „  „     170 

16.  (  Mary  L.  H.  Christie,  InverleithBeld,  Edinburgh,  „  „     165 

17.  (  Margaret  Bumside,  1  Marchmont  Road,  Edinburgh,      „  „     165 

Certifloates. 

18.  J.  S.  Alison,  Broomieknowe,  Lasswade. 

19.  John  Arthur  Thomson,  F.  C.  Manasi,  Gifiond,  HaddingUNi. 

20.  Christina  B.  Cooper,  4  Powis  Place,  Aberdeen. 
(  M.  Grace  Balfour,  33  Chalmers  Street,  Edinburgh. 

21.  <  Caroline  T.  Cowan.  Free  High  Manse,  Elgin. 
(  William  Muir,  76  Bernard  Street,  Glasgow. 

24.    John  Cowie,  Culbimie,  Banff. 

A»  5  J&™®s  M.  Shirras,  Auchtentnmb,  Strichen. 

^°*  \  Archibald  M'Lay,  3  Helen  Street,  Govan. 

27.  Lizzie  Mackay,  18  NeUon  Street,  Edtnbui^gh. 

28.  George  Morrice,  Hi^h  Street.  Strichen. 
g^  (  Alexander  Bruce,  5  Madeira  Place,  Leith. 

'  /  Euphemia  Motherwell,  Milton  of  Campaie. 
f  J.  Elinore  Cowan,  High  Street,  Thurso. 
31.  <  Alexander  Jami(*8on,  Strichen. 

(Anne  Jane  Hamilton,  9  Hartingtoii  Plaes^  Edinbvi^k. 


3  „  190 

3  »,  190 

1  10  „  185 

1  10  „  185 

1  10  „  185 

1  10  „  185 

1   10  „  185 

1  io  „  185 

1  „  180 

1  .,  175 

Books  „  170 

..  170 
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^^  (  Williamina  Strftchan,  2  Prospect  Terrace,  Aberdeen. 

{  Annie  Adam,  22  FIndhom  flace,  Edinborgh. 

(  G^eorge  Laird,  New  Aberdour,  Fraserbnrgh. 
36.  }  Jessie  Fanlds,  WaUflat,  KirkintiUoch. 

(  Mary  L.  Easton,  F.  0.  Manse,  DarveL 
39.     James  B.  Eddie,  10  Murdoch's  Wynd,  Elgin. 
^0  (  L.  C.  M.  Barclay,  Aberdour  House,  Fraserburgh. 
'  \  Isabella  C.  Whillas,  19  Home  Street,  Edinburgh. 

!May  Arnott  Barclay,  Aberdour  House,  Fraserburgh. 
Elizabeth  Sprot,  19  Rutland  Square,  Edinburgh. 
Alexander  Aitken,  Kirkintillodi. 
John  M.  Smith,  Kirkmichael,  Banffshire. 
4g  <  David  Monteith,  24  Carmichael  Street,  €k)van. 

'  (  Isabella  Donaldson  Sprunt,  Kosemount  Cottage,  Bridgeod,  Perth. 

48.  Jeannie  Kelly,  1 1  Albert  Street,  Aberdeen. 

49.  Lizzie  R.  Findlay,  Kirkintilloch. 

^  I  Christina  Faulda,  WaUflat,  Kirkintilloch. 

*  J  Angus  Sinclair,  72  Wellington  Street,  Greenock. 

52.  Jane  Ann  Hardy,  Oldmills,  Elgin, 

(  Lydia  L  S.  Macphail,  F.  C.  Manse,  Kilmuir,  Skye. 

53.  /  Ina  Christie,  2  Cherry  Bank,  Newhaven  Road. 
(  James  B.  Nicholson,  Elmbank,  Stirling. 

50  (  George  Murray,  4  Little  Chapel  Street,  Aberdeen. 

' )  William  Crawford,  6  Underwood,  Paisley. 
5g_  i  Mary  D.  Stewart,  1 9  Balfour  Street,  Leith. 

'  \  Robert  Boyd/ Kirkintilloch. 
gQ  I  Margaret  A  Orr,  Annfield,  Elgin. 

}  Jeannie  Bain,  645  Dalmamock  Road,  Glasgow. 
02.  [  JaQO  Moore,  262  Baltic  Street,  Glasgow. 
'  (  Jessie  Russell,  Glenclnne,  Port  Glasgow. 
W-     Ada  C.  Balfour,  19  George  Square,  Edinburgh. 
65.  [  George  Lamb,  junior,  New  Aberdour. 

'  (.  Ellen  Veitch,  37  Commercial  Street,  Leith. 
^7-     James  Campsie,  6  Co-operative  Buildings,  Perth. 

fRobina  Sommerville,  7  Hawthorn  bank  Terrace,  Leith. 
6^.  <  Christina  Muir,  Clifton  Villa,  Ferry  Road,  Leith. 
I  James  Muir,  107  West  Main  Street,  Darvel 
f  Marjory  Chalmers,  Bridge  Street,  Strichen. 
7L^  Bessie  Scott,  Raimes  Park  Villas,  Bonnington. 

V  George  M.  Bonar,  East  Linton,  Prestonkirk. 
74.     Jeannie  Faulds,  WaUflat,  Kirkintilloch. 
^5^  (  Alexander  Mitchell,  9  James  Place,  Govan. 
*  (  William  Spence,  East  Linton,  Prestonkirk. 

77.  Jane  Hogg,  Yetholm,  Kelso. 

78.  Hugh  Watt,  Tynebank  Villa,  Prestonkirk. 
79   (  Albert  R.  Calder,  73  Ferry  Road,  Leith. 

'  I  Annie  Christina  Forsyth,  36  High  Street,  Elgin. 
^j   \  Maggie  Kinmond,  19  South  Street,  Perth. 

'  (  James  Robertson,  Pittodrie,  Pitcaple,  Aberdeenshire. 

33.  James  Mackay,  63  George  Street,  Paisley. 

34.  Helen  Eliza  Mackay,  103  High  Street,  Elgin. 

35.  James  Macdonald  Doggart,  Belwood  Cottage,  Kinnoul,  Perth 

86.  Maggie  W.  Davidson,  27  Priory  Place,  Perth, 

(  David  Christie,  2  Cherry  Bank,  Newhaven  Road. 

87.  <  Lewis  Moncrieff,  East  linton,  Prestonkirk. 
(  Maud  H.  Kenna,  General  Prison,  Perth. 

90.     Annie  M.  Cameron,  6  Bonnington  Place,  Leith. 
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DIVISION    III. 
ZECHARIAH. 


No. 


NatM  and  Addresa.  Prke.    FuU  Vaku  SOOi 
Barbara  H.  Selbie,  ValetU  Cottage,  Crieff,  Medal  and  £5  10    Value  168 
Mary  M.   Procter,  11  Torphichen  Street,  Edin- 
burgh,   Medal  and  £6,  10a. 

Peter  S.  Badenoch,  20  North  Silver  Street,  Aberdeen,     4 


n 


7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 


II 


■) 


13. 
1 4. 
15. 


4 
3 
3 
2 
2 


Alexander  S.  Brown,  17  Glasgow  Street,  Hillhead, 

James  Hay  Deas,  5  Keir  Street,  Edinburgh, 

Jessie  Bumside,  1  Marchmont  Road,  Edinburgh, 

J.  Elinore  Cowan,  High  Street,  Thurso, 

Nellie  B.  Murray,  F.  C.  Manse,  Torphichen, 

Alexander  Westwater,  19a  Barony  Street,  Edinburgh,    2 

Elizabeth  AUan,  82  High  Street,  Old  Aberdeen, 

Jessie  King,  Bankfoot,  Dunkeld, 

A.  B.  Law,  2  Oakvale,  Hillhead,  Glasgow, . 

Christina  B.  Macdonald,  Pennyland,  Thurso, 

David  Cannan,  27  Lausdowne  Crescent,  Glasgow, 

George  Burnett,  62  High  Street,  Fraserburgh,   . 


2 
1 
1 
Books, 


» 


t» 


M 


»t 


« 


t> 


•> 


II 


If 


n 


»» 


•I 


»> 


•I 


1(8 

127 

127 

118 

118 

112 

111 

110 

109 

108 

108 

104 

103 

102 


Certifloates. 

16.  Jessie  Hunter,  F.  C.  Manse,  Whiting  Bay,  Kintyre. 

17.  Mrs.  Wilson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Abemyte. 

18.  Margaret  L.  M.  M'Naughton,  Glenlyon  House,  Leven. 

19.  Christina  G.  Mechie,  12  Reform  Street,  Montrose. 

20.  Margaret  Cunningham,  21  E.  Warrender  Park  Road,  Edinburgh. 

21.  Thomas  Chalmers  Still,  Aberchirder. 

22.  William  Macdonald,  Pennyland,  Thurso. 

23.  Helen  Alexander,  Haselhurst,  Lenaie. 


DIVISION  IV, 

JUNIOR    SECTION. 

EsMy  on  *'  The  Foreign  Miuiona  qf  the  Free  Chwrckfrom  ikeit  Fomndatiim 

in  1830." 


Prises. 

yo.  Name  and  Addreae. 

1.  Jessie  King,  Bankfoot,  Perth, 

2.  James  Merry  Macphail,  9  West  Princes  Street,  Glasgow, 
John  D.  M'Gilp,  Kilchornan  Schoolhonse,  lalajy, 
Ina  Alice  Philip,  48  Blacket  Place,  Edinburgh, 

5.  David  R.  Forgan,  68  North  Street,  St.  Aiidrew% 

6.  Wm.  R  Smith,  6  Bridge  Street,  Paialey, 

7.  Isa  M.  Gumming,  124  Ardgowan  Street,  Glasgow, 

8.  James  Beath  Nicholson,  Elmbank,  Stirling^    . 

9.  Wm.  Douglas,  Bridgend,  New  Comnook, 
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10.  James  Fowler,  Jan.,  Strathaven,  Lanark, 

11.  Wm.  Hood,  47  Hope  Park  End,  Edinburgh,  . 

12.  David  Monteitli,  24  Carmichael  Street,  Govan,  Glasgow, 

13.  James  A.  Macrae,  206  High  Street,  Elgin, 

14.  Eliza  Kerr  Thomson,  18  Leopold  Street,  Edinburgh, 

15.  MaitJand  Robertson,  14  Canning  Street,  Edinburgh, 

16.  Alexander  Robb,  2  Bell  Wynd,  Link  Street,  Kirkcaldy, . 

Certifloates. 

(Alphabetically  arranged.) 

Bethune,  Isabella,  Borve,  Skirinish,  Portree. 
Bunten,  James  M.,  Strandbead  Toll,  Kilmarnock. 
Camming,  Bella»  Drumnadrochit,  Inverness. 
Campbell,  Susan,  17  Caddelhill  Street,  Greenock. 
CampbeU,  John,  F.  C.  Manse,  Gleu  Urqubart. 
Campbell,  Eliza,  Dunkeld  Street,  ^erfeldy. 
Christie,  William,  4  Albert  Terrace,  Huntly. 
Cross,  John,  146  West  Graham  Street,  Glasgow. 
Cmickshank,  Katie  B.,  Hill  of  Luncarty,  Plaidy,  Turriff. 
Dick,  Jane  E.,  Newton,  Windhburgh. 
Donaldson,  Margaret  M.,  Ormiston  Place,  Melrose. 
Grant,  John  G.,  2  Glen  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Ireland,  Walter,  Jun.,  Townsend  Crescent,  Kirkcaldy. 
Kessen,  Robert  Blackie,  Free  Manse,  Bathgate. 
Laing,  Marjory,  25  Wellington  Street,  Woodside,  Aberdeen. 
Leitch,  Esther,  Loauhead. 
Maobean,  Ellen  Kerr,  Market  Street,  Melrose. 
Macdougall,  Geils,  19  South  Street,  Greenock. 
MaodowaU,  Robert^  90  Thistle  Street,  Garnet  Hill,  Glasgow. 
Maolntyre,  R,  G.,  Bank  of  Scotknd,  Fort- William. 
Maolntyire,  Sarah  J.,  142  PoUok  Street,  Glasgow. 
M'Neill,  Allan,  94  Roodspark  Street,  Govan. 
Macneur,  Lizzie  H.,  20  Avon  Street,  Paisley  ^oad,  Glasgow. 
Moody,  Margaret  £.,  Benvue,  Bothwell. 
Neish,  James,  Haughs,  Caimie,  Huntly. 
Nicholson,  James  B.,  Elmbank,  Stirling. 
Ogilvy,  Alexander,  14  Brown  Street,  Blairgowrie. 
Owen,  George  E.,  20  Craigs,  Stirling. 
Ross,  Mary,  Clovenstone,  Rothiemay,  Banff. 
Rugg,  Andraw,  Keiss,  by  Wick. 
Scott,  Eliza  M.,  Braeside,  Pitoddrie,  Pitcaple. 
Simpson,  Annie,  Sauchentree,  Methlick. 
Souter,  John,  89  South  Street  Perth. 
Stevenson,  Hugh,  Alexandra  Place,  Shettleston,  Glasgow. 
51  Swanson,  George,  Dempster  Street,  Pulteneytown,  Wick. 


£1 

1 

1 

1 
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Subject— HUGH    MILLER. 

Prises. 

No.  Name  and  Address.  PHae, 

1.  Jessie  King,  Bankfoot,  Perth, £10 

2.  Hugb  Miller  Williamson,  3  Grange  Bead,  Edinbttigh,      ...        8 
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3.  T.  Campbell  Train,  10  Berkeley  Terrace,  Glasgow,   . 

4.  Adam  Jamieson,  21  Maxwell  Street,  Partick, . 

5.  Alexander  O.  M*Iver,  Alfred  Street,  Stromness, 

6.  Henry  Moubray  Cadell,  Bo'ness,  linlithgow,    . 

7.  Mary  Eaglesham,  Bamageton,  Manchline, 

8.  Lachlan  Paterson  Fraser,  2  Grosvenor  Crescent,  Glasgow, 

9.  Angus  Sinclair,  Wellington  Street,  Greenock, . 

10.  William  R.  Clark,  F.  C.  Manse,  Foveran, 

11.  William  Ewing,  Millbrae,  Corsock,  Dalbeattie, 

12.  John  J.  F.  L.  Fergusson,  F.  C.  Manse,  Fllon,  . 

13.  Elizabeth  M'Kenzie,  Alrick,  Glenisla, 

14.  David  F.  Anderson,  176  Dumbarton  Road,  Glasgow, 

15.  Jane  M.  W.  Thomson,  Laurieston  House,  Falkirk,  . 

16.  William  Jardine,  Butterhole,  Troqueer,  Dumfries,    . 

17.  Alexander  S.  Brown,  7  Hilll^ead  Place,  Hillhead,  Glasgow, 

18.  A.  Mitchell,  14  Cumberland  Street,  Edinburgh, 

19.  William  Mitchell,  14  Cumberland  Street,  Edinburgh, 

Certificates. 

Alphabetically  Arranged. 

Alexander,  Mary  M*Culloch,  25  Gillespie  Crescent,  Edinburgh. 
Allan,  Matthew,  Berryknowe  Cottage,  Dunoon. 
Bell,  James,  22  Shakespeare  Street,  Dumfries. 
Bell,  Robert,  109  Baldridge  Burn,  Dunfermline. 
Barclay,  James,  16  West  Princes  Street,  Glasgow. 
Brownie,  Jessie  M.,  Clydesdale  Bank,  Rothesay. 
Brown,  Miss,  16  Queen  Street,  St.  Andrews. 
Blackwood,  Alexa  S.,  Gillsbnm,  Kilmarnock^ 
Badenoch,  Peter  S.,  20  North  Silver  Street,  Aberdeen. 
Buchanan,  William,  4  High  Street,  Dumbarton. 
Broom,  Minnie,  New  Road,  Manchline. 
Campbell,  Mary,  F.  C.  Manse,  Glen  Urquhart. 
Chalmers,  Andrew  Armstrong,  42  Caledonian  Road,  Glasgow. 
Cree,  Alice  Rose,  Merlefield,  Helensburgh. 
Clark,  John,  Lea  Cottage,  Orchard  Street,  Hamilton. 
Clerihew,  Alexa  E.,  4  Rankeillor  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Cochrane,  Alfred  James,  10  Rosebery  Crescent  I^ane,  Edinburgh. 
Cathcart,  Maria  Helen,  31  St.  Bernard's  Crescent,  Edinburgh. 
Carmichael,  John  M*Donald,  9  Camphill  Street,  Paisley. 
Connell,  Isaac,  10  South  Elgin  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Dowie,  John,  140  High  Street,  Kirkcaldy. 
Dixon,  M.  J.  Gray,  14  Scotland  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Dick,  James,  Lochgelly. 
Dixon,  Peter,  6  Church  Street,  Dunoon. 
Douglas,  Foma  Lister,  Kirkcaldy. 
Dow,  Thomas,  Alyth. 

Douglas,  WiUiam,  Bridgend,  New  Cumnock. 
Eddie,  James  Brown,  10  Murdoch's  Wynd,  Elfin. 
Ewan,  William,  2  Collingwood  Terraoe^  Brooghty  Feny. 
Ewan,  George,  108  Wellpark  Terrace,  Ark  Luie,  Glasgow. 
Fisher,  Ella,  3  Cumberland  Street,  Annan. 
Falconer,  Lake  R.,  Bank  of  Scotland,  Fniar. 
Findlay,  E.  B.,  10  Ardgowan  Square,  Qteenook. 
Fletcher,  Miss,  35  Moss  Street,  Elgin. 
64  Gray,  Mib\>eV^Ekoivtai%j[|,»^tflc^B«rwi^ 
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Gentle,  Margaret  Drnmmond,  Viewfield  House,  Perth. 
Houston,  Isabella  J.,  Strom  pees. 
Hurst,  James,  34  Market  Street,  Musselburgh. 
Henderson,  William,  Balqnharron,  Maybole. 
Harvey,  James  T.,  Whitestone,  Kemnay. 
Imrie,  Margaret,  OoUbce,  Perth. 
Johnstone,  lizzie.  High  Street,  Annan. 
Johnstone,  James  Brown,  17  Pilrig  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Johnstone,  Margaret,  Bank  of  Scotland,  Dumfries. 
Jobnstone,  Rebecca  Rowland,  Bank  of  Scotland,  Dumfries. 
Johnstone,  Alice,  Bank  of  Scotland,  Dumfries. 
Kynoch,  William,  2064  Gallowgate,  Aberdeen. 
Kerr,  Elizabeth,  F.  0.  Manse,  Port  Charlotte,  Islay. 
Kinnaird,  Robert,  Moyness,  Auldearn,  Nairn. 
Kennedy,  Jessie  G.,  Ballygrundle,  Lismore,  Appin. 
Lumsden,  Robert^  Newhouse,  Stirling. 
Leitch,  James,  Albert  Terrace,  Kirkcaldy. 
Laing,  Andrew  M.,  5  Finnieston  Street,  Glasgow. 
Murray,  John  Hay,  16  Balfour  Street,  Leith  Walk. 
Mitchell,  David  G.,  Knapp  Cottage,  Inchture. 
Meston,  James  Scorgie,  53  Thomson  Street,  Aberdeen. 
Madeod,  Annie  A.  J.,  Pilrig  Manse,  Edinburgh. 
Maclean,  Allan,  104  Dempster  Street,  Greenock. 
Macnaught,  Mary  B.,  Kintyre  Villa,  Helensburgh. 
MacTavish,  Catherine  A.,  The  Gardens,  Airthrey  Castle,  Stirling. 
MacMichael,  Hugh,  23  Alva  Place,  Norton  Park,  Edinburgh. 
Michie,  Annie  B.,  44  Main  Street,  Bridgend,  Perth. 
Mackintosh,  Alexander,  18  Wilson  Street,  Nairn. 
M'Bumie,  Archibald  M.,  Clydesdale  Bank,  Rothesay. 
Macdonald,  Margaret,  13  Elmbank  Crescent,  Glasgow. 
Maclean,  Norman,  14  Regent  Park  Terrace,  Glasgow. 
M'Keddie,  Maggie,  51  High  Street,  Fortrose. 
Macpherson,  Isabella,  Lybster,  Caithness. 
Muir,  William,  76  Bernard  Street,  Bridgeton,  Glasgow. 
M'Dowall,  Robert,  90  Thistle  Street,  Garnet  Hill,  Glasgow. 
Martin,  Jane,  89  Claremont  Street,  Aberdeen. 
M'Leod,  W.  B.,  15  Kirk  Street,  Gorbals,  Glasgow. 
Maclean,  Magnus,  Melness,  Lairg. 
Mackenzie,  Andrew,  13  Gladstone  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Munro,  John  James,  12  Gladstone  Street,  Edinburgh. 
Miller,  Jane  K.,  Gilmerton,  Crieflf. 
Mackay,  Robert  Young,  The  Tower,  High  Street,  Elgin. 
Moncrieff,  Margaret  P.,  14  Granby  Terrace,  Glasgow. 
MacGregor,  Allan,  6  N.  Hamilton  Street,  Kilmarnock. 
Macdonald,  Christina  B.,  Pennyland,  Thurso. 
Nicholson,  James  B.,  Elmbank,  Stirling. 
Neaves,  Robert,  Lilly  Bank,  Leven,  Fife. 
Nichol,  Robert,  247  Dumbarton  Road,  Glasgow. 
Gag,  Elizabeth,  Wick. 
Paulin,  Isabella,  Kirkgate,  Irvine. 
Paterson,  Jane,  S4  Milnbank  Road,  Dundee. 
Paterson,  Robert,  Buckrigg,  Moffat. 
Ross,  Donald,  St.  Duthus  Street,  Tain. 
Robertson,  John  D.,  21  Buccleuch  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Ramage,  Jane,  Adamsbrae  Mill,  Livingstone. 
Ritchie,  Margaret  Evelick,  Errol,  Pertib. 
Reith,  James,  Mount  Street,  West,  Aberdeen. 
Rait,  Helen  Elizabeth,  Castle  Forbes,  Whitehouse,  Aberdeen. 
113  Ross,  Lizzie,  High  Street,  Beauly. 


36  8UPPLSMB9TABT  EKPOKT ^WELFARE  OP  YOUTH.  XXIZ. 

Benwick,  James,  SkirliDg,  Biggar. 
Riddel],  Wm.,  53  BenuDck  &treet,  Glasgow. 
Scott,  David,  Caledonian  Baiiway  Goods  Depot,  Zoar,  Forfar. 
Shaq),  Elizabeth,  16  Roselyn  Terrace,  Kelriiiside,  Glasgow. 
Sleeser,  Wm.  John,  27  Longside,  Aberdeen. 
Smith,  Hagh,  Maytield,  Langside. 

Smith,  Bobert,  2  GolfhiU  Terrace,  Dennistoaii,  Glasgow. 
SeUar,  Bobert  H.  N.,  Aldie  Hooae,  Battlehill,  HnaUj. 
Trotter,  William^  Norwood  Lodge,  AlloaL 
Thomaon,  Bobert  DaTid,  40  Union  Terrace,  Abetdaen. 
Thomson,  Francis  Shaw,  do.  da 

Thomson,  Emily,  28  Alra  Straet»  Edinbofgh. 
TufFt,  Alexander,  3  Ghnieh  Street,  Partick. 
Wald,  Helen  S.,  StromneM. 
128  Toang,  Janes  K,  3  Sooth  St.  John's  Street,  PertiL 
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 


MAY  1881. 


Tu£  General  Assembly  of  1880  intrusted  to  the  Finance  Committee 
the  important  duty  of  appointing  a  Joint  Treasurer  to  the  Free  Church, 
along  with  Mr.  Macdonald;  and,  after  careful  consideration,  they  appointed 
Mr.  J.  Ellison  Boss  to  that  office,  at  a  salary  of  £400  per  annum.  Mr. 
Ross  entered  on  his  duties  at  the  beginning  of  1881.  The  Committee 
trust  that  the  appointment  will  be  both  acceptable  to,  and  for  the  advan- 
tage of,  the  Free  Church.  The  Committee  also  propose  to  carty  out 
some  other  alterations  on  the  staff  of  the  Treasurer's  Office,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  greatly  increased  amount  of  funds  passing  through  it, 
and  the  consequent  addition  to  the  duties  and  labours  of  the  officials. 
These  changes  necessarily  occasion  increased  outlay. 

In  their  Report  to  the  General  Assembly  of  1880,  the  Committee 
pointed  out  that  the  Receipts  for  the  year  to  31st  March  1880  had  been 
greater  than  in  any  previous  year,  having  reached  the  sum  of  £591,478, 
178.  8d.  During  the  year  to  31st  March  1881  they  have  very  nearly 
attained  the  same  large  amount,  the  sum  being  £590,333,  Is.  4d. ;  only 
XI 145  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  result  is  remarkable,  because 
of  the  continued  depression  in  commercial  and  other  affairs,  the  trade  and 
resources  of  the  country  showing  little  elasticity.  Indeed,  in  the  ordinary 
income  of  the  Free  Church  there  has  generally  been  a  falling  off,  not, 
however,  as  regards  the  Sustentation  Fund,  this  Fund  exhibiting  an 
increase  of  £2140  on  the  receipts  from  the  congregations  of  the  Church. 
There  has  also  been  a  large  increase  on  the  lociJ  Building  Fondsi 
£23,800;  and  on  the  College  Endowment  Fund,  £7150,  from  the  receipt 
of  legacies. 

I. — Balance-Sheet  at  318t  Mabch  1881. 

The  Balance-Sheet  is  as  usual  appended  to  the  Report    It  gives  only 
a  view  of  the  position  of  the  various  accounts  at  the  close  of  tiie  year  aa 
regards  funds  in  bank,  and  more  immediately  available ;  it  does  not  include 
30 
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permanent  investments ;  a  risumS  of  the  latter  is  given  on  the  last  page 
(38)  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Church.  On  the  Sustentation  Fund  Ledger 
the  balance  on  each  separate  fund  is  at  credit. 

On  the  Mission  Ledger  the  balances  are  also  all  at  credit,  with  two 
exceptions,  namely,  the  Home  Mission  Scheme,  whereon  there  is  a  balance 
of  £1631  at  debit,  owing  to  the  outlay  exceeding  the  income ;  and  the 
College  General  Fund,  the  debit  balance  on  which  has  been  reduced  bj 
£543,  but  this  result  is  in  consequence  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1880 
having  ordered  an  unappropriated  legacy  of  £1190  to  be  credited  to  this 
Account,  the  ordinary  outlay  exceeds  the  income. 

The  other  balances  are  generally  less  than  in  the  previous  year, 
owing  to  diminished  income ;  they  are  barely  sufficient  for  carrying  od 
the  operations  of  the  Schemes.  As  the  various  Committees  are  enjoined 
not  to  get  into  debt,  they  should,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  have  enough  to 
meet  their  engagements  until  new  funds  come  in. 

II. — General  Charqss  and  Expenses  of  Committees. 

The  head  of  General  Charges  is  much  the  same  in  amount  as  in  the 
previous  year,  there  being  a  difference  of  £90  in  its  favour. 

The  total  expenses,  including  those  of  the  General  Assembly,  continne 
to  form  a  small  percentage  on  the  funds  passing  through  the  Treasurer's 
hands,  and  are  within  1^  per  cent,  on  the  whole  Funds. 

m. — General  Collections. 

Collections  made  within  the  period  from  Slat  March  1880  to  Slat  March  18S1. 

£2,878  19    3 


It 

9> 


1.  Home  Mission,  in  April  1880, 

2.  Colonial  Mission,  in  Jane 

3.  Evangelisation  of  the  Masses,  in  July 

4.  Church  and  Manse  Building  Fund,  in  Sept. 

5.  Highlands  and  Islands,  in  Oct. 

6.  Disruption  Ministers,  in  Nov.      „ 
?•  Jews'  Conversion,  in  Dec.       „ 

8.  Continental  Scheme,  in  Jan.     1881, 

9.  Colleges,  in  Feh.       „ 

10.  Education  Fund,  in  March    „ 

11.  Foreign  Missions,  very  partial — the  great  bulk  of  our  Con 

gregations   subscribing  through   Associations — in  July 

1880, 1,257  19  7 


2,073  14  1 

1,798  12  2 

1,901  14  3 

2,449  16  2 

2,030  15  9 

2,529  1  U 

1,703  6  2 

1,926  3  10 

636  17  3 


Sum,  £21,186  19  6 

The  Collections  generally  still  show  a  falling  o£^  but  there  being  one 
Collection  more  this  year,  the  result  on  the  whole  is  an  inoreMe  of  J782, 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

IV. — ^Abstract  of  the  Whole  Funds  raised  during  the  year  188041. 

1.  BuUding  Funds - 

General,  including  New  Church  Extennon  BuQdiog  Fond,      £18^066    8    3 
Local, 8(hU6  15   A 

^^^S^imL^       ClWtt   J   8 
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Brought  forward,         .     £98,643    3     8 

2.  SuBtentatioD — 

General  Fund  (AsBOciationfl,  £162,618, 

128.  8d.), £174,941     7     8 

Capital  Fund, 1,978     9    0 

Supplementary  Fund,  .         1,107  15     7 

Aged  and  InBrm  Ministers'  Fund,  9,665     4    8 

Pre-Diaruption  Ministers'  Fund,  .  2,346     3    6 

Together,         190,039    0    6 

3.  Congregational  Funds,      .        .         .      -  .         .         .         .         191,022  12  10 

4.  Education  (including  Government  Grants,  £13,301,  13s.  7d.; 

Fees  from  Pupils,  other  Grants,  etc.,  £4600,  lis.  2d.)     .         19,571     4    3 

5.  College-^ 

G^eral  Fund,  including  Glasgow  and 

Aberdeen, £10,314     2    5 

Endowment,        ..... 

Building, 

Bursaries  and  Scholarships, 

Cunningham  Scholarship  and  Fellow- 
ship,       

Library,      ...... 

Together,      21,352  10     7 

.  Missions — 

Home  Mission  and  Evangelisation,  in- 
cluding Miners'  Mission,         .         .      £7,650  18     5 

HigUands, 5,461  10     1 

Foreign  (Associations,  £13,423,  12s.  2d.), 

including  Mission  Buildings'  Fund,       38,735  13    4 

Colonies, 3,813  17  10 

Jews, 4,554     7     2 

Continent, 4,928  15     2 

Ladies'  Indian  Female  Association,      .         3,974  16     2 

Together,      69,119  18     2 

7.  Mrs.  Peat's  and  other  special  Trusts,  ....  288     7  10 

8.  General  Trustees, 

9.  Assembly  Hall, 296     3    7 


8,446 

6    3 

2,028* 

•  •  • 

12    8 

425 
138 

6  10 
2    5 

Sum,    £590,333     1     4 


The  Funds  show  a  decrease  of  £1145  upon  the  amount  received, 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Adverting  to  the  detailSi  it  will 
be  found : — 

1.  The  General  Building  Fund  shows  an  advance  of  £12,400,  owing 
to  there  being  an  increase  of  £23,807  in  the  Local  Building  Funds, 

2.  The  Sustentation  Fund  shows  an  increase  of  nearly  £2400,  nearly  all 
on  the  amount  received  through  the  Associations. 

3.  The  Congregational  Funds  exhibit  an  increase. 

4.  The  Education  Fund  is  £2250  less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

5.  The  College  Funds  show  an  increase  of  £9000,  arising  from  legacies 
received. 

6.  Under  the  head  of  Missions  there  is  a  decrease  of  £36,600,  arising 
entirely  on  the  head  of  legacies. 

By  authority  of  the  Committee, 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  Cmvener. 

£dinburgh,  16^  May  1881. 
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Balance-Shket  of  Treasurer's  Ledger,  31st  March  1881. 


I. — SUSTZNTATION  FCTND  LEDGER. 


By  Sustentation  Fund,    . 

By  „  Capita]  Fund,    . 

By  „  Supplementary  Fund, 

By  Aged  and  Infirm  Ministers'  Fund, 

By  Miscellaneous  Accounts, 

To  Commercial  Bank,     . 


Dr, 


65,273  11     9 


£61,403  6  6 

310  7  7 

538  6  7 

1,456  4  9 

1,565  6  4 


£65,273  11     9  £65,273  11   9 


XL — Mission  Ledger. 


Dr, 

Cr. 

To  Home  Mission, 

.   £1,631     5 

6 

£     

By  Chalmers'  Endowments, 

138    7    4 

By  Miners'  Mission,        .            .            .            . 

1,534  10   \ 

By  Highland  Mission,     .            .            .            . 

2,353  13   4 

By  Education  Fund,        .            .            .            . 

1,320    8  10 

To  College  General  Fund, 

647  is 

3 

By  College  Endowment  Fund, 

65  12    S 

By  Bursary  Fund,           .            .            .            . 

14    6   0 

By  Cunningham  Lectureship, 

128  12  10 

By  Foreign  Missions,      .            .            .            . 

10,135    6    4 

By  Colonial  Churches,    .            .            .            . 

3  11    8 

By  Jews*  Conversion,     .            .            .            . 

3,658  11    4 

By  Church  Building  Fund, 

626    4    S 

By  Manse  Fund,             .            .            .            . 

959  18   3 

By  Church  Extension  Building  Fund,    . 

6,261    9   • 

By  Assembly  Hall,         .            .            .            . 

88  12  10 

By  Continental  Fund,     .            •            .            . 

2,782    1  11 

By  Pre-Disruption  Ministers'  Fund, 

18  13   7 

By  Smieton  Trust,          .            .            .            . 

98    8   • 

By  Balance  of  sundry  accounts, . 

8.898    4   f 

To  Bank  of  Scotland,     .           .            .            . 

2,899  1*9 

1 

To  Commercial  Bank,     .            .            .            • 

84,356    7    1 
£88,939    9  11 

£88.986    9  11 

No.  XXXII. 


Jfrjet  Cl^ttrcl^  ai  Srntlantr. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 


Special  Commission  on  Transfer  and  Sale 

of  Schools. 


MAY  1881. 


The  G0MMI881ON  was  re-appointed  by  last  General  Assembly,  and  in 
the  coarse  of  the  year  they  have  had  five  cases  under  consideration.  These 
have  been  disposed  of  in  the  manner  set  forth  in  the  Abstract  of  Proceed- 
ings annexed  to  this  Keport. 

The  Commission  issued  Schedules  to  the  Deacons'  Courts  of  all  Con- 
gregations which  held  School  Property  at  the  date  of  passing  of  the  Free 
Church  of  Scotland  School  Properties  Act,  1878,  requesting  information  in 
regard  to  the  disposal  of  the  prices  of  the  properties  authorised  to  be  sold, 
and  the  application  of  the  rents  where  authority  has  been  given  to  let  the 
property,  and  a  considerable  number  of  returns  have  been  received.  The 
Commission  expect  to  have  full  returns  before  next  Assembly,  and  they 
will  then  be  able  to  report  on  the  subject. 

Although  the  Commission  have,  since  the  passing  of  the  Act,  granted 
aathority  to  the  Deacons'  Courts  of  eight  Congregations  to  sell  their  proper- 
tics  on  condition  of  their  paying  4  per  cent,  to  the  Assembly  Arrange- 
ments Committee  to  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  School  Properties  Act, 
that  Committee  have  only  received  such  a  percentage  from  two  Deacons' 
Courts. 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Conunission, 

WILLIAM  WILSON,  Omt^ncr. 
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ixtt  €^nxtl^  af  Sratlanb. 


REPORT 


OP 


THE  CHURCH  EXTENSION  BUILDING 

FUND  COMMITTEE. 


MAT  1881. 


Thb  Committee  have  proceeded  with  the  administration  of  the  Fund  on 
the  lines  laid  down  in  last  Report,  and  which  met  with  the  approval  of  the 
Assembly.  They  haye  felt  it  to  be  their  duty  to  carry  out  to  the  best  of 
their  judgment  the  Regulations  of  the  Scheme,  and  in  doing  so  haye  had 
to  reject  not  a  few  applications  which  it  would  haye  afforded  them  pleasure 
to  grant  had  they  been  possessed  of  a  discretionary  power.  The  propriety 
of  following  such  a  coarse  must  commend  itself  in  the  long-run  even  to  those 
who  may  have  experienced  not  a  little  disappointment.  Extremely  mis- 
taken ideas  as  to  the  design  and  constitution  of  the  Fund  seem  to  have 
prevailed  to  no  inconsiderable  extent.  Indeed  it  would  appear  as  if  some 
had  supposed  that  it  was  intended  to  meet  nearly  every  want  and  demand 
which  could  arise  in  connection  with  ecclesiastical  buildings.  It  had,  how- 
ever, a  well- defined  object,  large  but  still  limited,  and  to  this  the  Committee 
have  had  respect  in  all  their  actings.  These  are  now  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Assembly.  It  should  be  kept  in  mind  when  deciding  with 
regard  to  them,  that  the  annual  sum  available  under  the  two  divisions  of 
the  Scheme  is  restricted  in  the  one  case  to  £7000,  and  in  the  other 
to  £1500. 

L— Grants  for  Building. 

1.  Dowanvale,  Partidc — This  is  a  territorial  congregation,  having  been 
originally  a  Mission  Station  established  and  conducted  by  Kelvinside  con- 
gregation* It  was  sanctioned  as  a  ministerial  charge  by  the  Assembly 
1878.  The  Church  is  to  contain  800,  and,  inclusive  of  the  site,  is  to  cost 
JC5500.  Of  that  amount,  Kelvinside  congregation  undertake  to  raise  about 
83  A 
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one-half,  the  people  themfielyes  X300,  and  the  Fergiuoii  Bequest  Trustees 
promise  £350.  In  accordance  with  the  £aToarable  report  of  the  Western 
Sub-Committee  the  case  was  regarded  as  presenting  a  strong  claim,  and  bo 
a  maximum  grant  of  £1375  was  Toted,  on  the  usual  condition  as  to  titles. 
This,  added  to  the  sums  mentioned  above,  will  leave  a  debt  of  little  mott 
than  £700,  which,  it  b  hoped,  will  soon  be  entirely  removed. 

2.  AUnaharra^  Prahjftery  of  Tongue, — This  church  is  to  cost  £800,  of 
which  the  sum  of  £200  has  been  subscribed  by  the  people  themselves,  with 
the  promise  of  an  additional  £50  to  be  paid  when  the  building  is  begoo. 
Considering  the  need  for  a  suitable  place  of  worship,  which  has  not  hitherto 
existed,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  congregation,  the  Committee,  on  tbe 
report  of  the  Eastern  Sub- Committee,  agreed  to  give  a  maximum  grant  of 
£200,  the  half  payable  at  once,  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations,  and 
the  other  half  when  it  shall  be  shown  to  their  satisfaction  that^  taking  credit 
for  it^  the  debt  will  not  exceed  £100. 

3.  Bdlshilly  Ptesbyterji  of  Hamilton — This  is  an*  Bxtension  Charge  in 
a  mining  district.  It  is  of  recent  date,  and  has  made  most  encooraging  pro- 
gress in  every  respect  The  cost  of  the  church  has  been  £4105,  and  of  thi§ 
the  sum  of  £22{79,<  9s.  8d.  has  been  raised,  leaving  a  debt  ofr£1725, 10s.  0<L 
There  has  already  been  obtained  in  grants  from  other  Bunds  £725.  Cod- 
sidering  the  assistance  already  received'  from^the  Church's  Miners'  Mission 
Fond,  the  Committee  believed  that  they  would  be  acting  liberally  by  giviog 
help  to  the  extent  of  £650,  the  half  payable  at  once,  and  the  other  half  on 
the  debt  being  brought  down  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  £500.  On  this 
being  intimated  totfao  parties,.they  sent  an^eamest  application  to  have  the 
case  reconsidered,  with  the  view  of  having  the  grant  increased  to  £1000. 
The  C6mmittee,  while  satisfied  that  for  &e  reason  stated  above  they  had 
dealt  properly  with  the  case,  yet  to  stimulate  the  congregation  to  put  fonH 
strenuous  efforts-for  the  reduction  of  the  debt,  they  resolved,  to  add  £l(iO 
to  the  sum  already  voted,. making  tho- grant  thus  £750.. 

4.  Doiry,  Pr/Myteryi  ofBdinburgK — This  is  a  Territorial  Charge  origift- 
ated  and  fostered  by  St.  George's  Cbngregation.  It  was  sanctioned  ii 
1877,  and  has  already  made  great  progress.  It  has  hitherto  worshipped 
in  a  commodious  hall  built  for  the  purpose,  and  having  ample  accommoda- 
tion attached  fbr  Sabbath-schools,  Bible-classes,  Library  etc.  The  chmtk 
is  to  be  seated  for  850;  and  the  estimated  cost  is  £5000.  The  sum  sob- 
scribed  is  about  £1000.  The  Committee  at  once  recognised  this  as  a  ciM 
in  which  the  maximum  grant  ought  to  be  given,  but  they  felt  that  even  with 
it  a  burden  of  debt  would  remain  which,  in  the  case  of  such  a  congregatios. 
was  fitted  to  be  most  injurious,  and  all  the  more  that  there  is  to  be  an  annual 
feu-daty  of  £70.  Under  this  conviction  they  appointed  a  Sub-Gommittte 
to  confer  with  all  the  parties  concerned,  the  result  of  which  was  that  tk 
representatives  of  St  George's  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Deacons'  Court 
of  that  congregation  to  pay  for  a  series  of  yean  one-half  of  the  feu-dotj, 
and  otherwise  to  lend  efiective  assistance  in  completing  the  enterprise. 
Hegarding  this  arrangement  as  the  best  attunable  in  the  oiroumstaneea) 
they  voted  the  maximum  grant  of  £1250,  on  the  usoal  condition  as  to  titiei 

5.  JTiZma/coZm,  Presbytery  of  Oreenock. — The  application  here  wu  for 
a  grant  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  a  hall  preparatory  to  the  building  of  a 
Church.     The  hall  is  to  contain  280,  and  the  estimated  cost  is  betwees 
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£600  and  £700.  Considering  the  importance  of  the  Station,  and  the  pro- 
spect of  its  soon  rising  to  the  position  of  an  influential  charge,  the  Committee 
voted  a  grant  of  £160,  with  the  proviso  that  in  any  fature  application  for 
help  when  the  Church  comes  to  be  baiit,  the  sum  now  given  will  be  taken 
into  account 

6.  Ctueen*8  Cross^  Aberdeen, — This  new  Church  i»  situated  in  a  growing 
and  important  district  of  the  city,  and  is  being  erected  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  are  interested  in  making  suitable  provision  for  its  spiritual 
wants.  There  is  as  yet  no  formed  congregation,  but  the  setting  up  of  th« 
new  charge  was  sanctioned  by  last  iiissembly.  The'churoh  is  to  cost  £7500, 
exclusive  of  the  site,  which  is  valuable,  and  in  all  respects  admirable.  The 
local  subscriptions  amount  to  about  £3000.  Believing,  on  the  one  hand, 
that  the  movement  was  every  way  worthy  of  encouragement,  and,  on  the 
other,  that  it  was  chiefly  those  in  better  circumstances  who  would  reap  the 
benefit,  the  Cbmmittee  thought  that  they  met  the*  circumstances  of  the  case 
by  passing  a  grant  of  £750;  Oh  a  strong  representation  afterwards  made 
by  the  promoters,  it  was  agreed  to  increase  the  amount  to  £1000.  As  there 
were  certain  difficultiea  arising  from  the  amount  of  debt,  and  the  position 
of  those  responsible  for  it,  the  Committee  resolved  that  the  above  grant 
should  be  paid  on  obtaining  an  obligation  from  the  parties  that  within  a 
limited  number*  of  years  the  titles  would  be  completed  according  to  the 
Model  Trust  Deed,  or  in  the  event  of  that' not  being  done,  that  the  grant 
would  be  repaid  with  interest  from  the  time  of  its  being  received.  This 
obligation  was  given  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Chstodier  of  Titles  and  the 
Committee. 

7.  Arasaig,  Presbytery  of'Ab'ertarJ^ — This  is  a  church  for  a  district 
thinly  inhabited,  but  of  large  extent.  It  is  to- hold  130,  and  to  cost  £550. 
The  Committee  had  a  difficulty  in  entertaining  the  case,  because  of  the 
provision  which  limits  grants  to  sanctioned  charges,  or  ''  stations  which 
have  been  set  up  by  Presbyteries,  with  a  view  to  their  becoming,  at  an 
early  period,  regular  ministerial  charges."  Correspondence  took  place  with 
the  Presbytery  Clerk  on  the  subject,  and  other  information  was  obtained, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  remove  so  far  the  difficulty  felt,  and  the  maxi- 
mum grant  of  £137,  10s.  was  given. 

8.  Stniany  Presbytery  of  Dunkeld. — ^Last  year  the  Committee  declined 
to  entertain  this  application,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  shut  out  by  the  re- 
gulation which  allows  grants  to  be  made  only  to  such  stations  as  have  been 
set  up  with  a  view  to  their  becoming,  at  an  early  period,  sanctioned  charges. 
A  petition  was  prQsented  to  the  Assembly  by  the  parties,  and  the  applica- 
tion was  sent  back  to  the  Committee  for  their  reconsideration,  with  autho- 
rity given  to  extend  assistance  to  the  congregation  should  they  find  the 
case  to  be  within  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  Fund.  The  schedule 
was  again  taken  up,  from  which  it  appeared  that  the  church  was  to  hold 
70,  but  capable,  by  means  of  side  seats  and  other  arrangements,  of  being 
increased  to  140 ;  that  the  cost  was  £500,  and  the  sum  paid  £309, 3s.  lid. 
Having  respect  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Assembly,  but  still  entertain- 
ing serious  doubts  as  to  the  validity  of  the  claim,  they  resolved  to  give  a 
grant  of  £60,  on  the  usual  terms  as  to  titles. 

9.  SaiUh  Leith. — This  case  is  one  of  a  peculiar  kind,  and  has  received 
from  the  Committee  careful  and  repeated  consideration.  The  new  church 
is  to  be  seated  for  911,  and  the  estimated  cost  is  about  £4000.     There 
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has  been  paid  or  promiAed  a  Bum  of  £1079,  and  the  materials  of  the  41 
ohuroh  are  valued  at  £300.  It  was  strongly  represented  and  contended 
by  the  congregation  and  the  Presbytery,  that  this  case  should  be  re- 
garded as  one  of  building,  not  of  rebuilding,  and  should  receive  as  suck 
the  maximum  grant  of  £1000.  The  reason  urged  for  this  exceptioml 
treatment,  was  that  the  new  ohuroh  is  to  be  erected  in  another  distiiet 
where  an  Extension  Charge  is  urgently  required,  and  that  the  South  Leiik 
people  were  induced  to  take  this  step  by  the  representations  of  a  Presbjter* 
ial  Committee,  and  the  expectations  they  were  led  to  entertain  that  sucJi  n 
amount  of  assistance  would  be  received.  After  conference  with  partiei, 
and  much  anxious  thought  given  to  the  application,  the  Committee  unaiu- 
mously  agreed  that,  in  consideration  of  the  very  special  circamstanoa. 
they  would  pass  a  grant  of  £1000,  but  at  the  same  time  would  report  ibe 
case  to  the  Assembly,  as  they  hereby  do,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
their  sanction  to  this  action,  as  being  admittedly  not  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  terms  of  the  Regulations  laid  down  for  their  guidance. 

10.  Bcfiuly^  Presbytery  of  DingwalL — Last  year  a  grant  of  £100  wu 
given  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  the  new  church.  A  strong  representitioi 
was  made  to  the  Committee  to  increase  the  grant,  and  it  was  promised  thit 
with  an  additional  sum  of  £30  the  whole  debt  would  be  cleared  o£ 
The  application  was  complied  with  on  the  above  condition. 

11.  West  Churchy  Stirling, — This  congregation  had  a  temporary  irw 
church,  which  was  lately  destroyed  by  fire,  necessitating  the  erection  of  a 
new  and  permanent  building.  The  church  projected,  the  plans  aud  esti- 
mates of  which  were  submitted,  is  to  be  seated  for  680,  and  is  to  cost  fiDj 
£2800.  A  sum  of  about  £1400  has  been  obtained,  including  the  insur- 
ance money.  Considering  that  the  congregation  is  composed  of  the  hon- 
blest  clusHCs,  and  that  in  various  respects  it  has  claims  to  the  most  farov- 
able  treatment,  the  Committee  agreed  to  give  a  maximum  grant  of  £7U0, 
to  be  paid  in  terms  of  the  Regulations,  but  with  the  stipulation  that  tbe 
last  instalmcut  of  one-third  shall  not  be  paid  until  it  can  be  shown  to  tW 
satisfaction  of  the  Committee  that  the  whole  cost  of  the  ohurch  will  thus  U 
met  and  no  debt  left  remaining. 

As  already  stated,  the  sum  which  the  Committee  are  authorised  todirtn* 
bute  for  the  year  uuder  this  head  is  £7000,  and  the  grants  above  nei- 
tioned  fall  within  the  limit  thus  set,  as  will  appear  from  the  folloiriBg 
abstract : — 

Ilowanyale,  Partick, £1379  0  0 

Altoaharra, 200  0  0 

Bellshill, 700  0  0 

Dairy,  Edinburgh, 1250  0  0 

Kilmalcolm, 100  0  0 

Queen*8  Cross,  Aberdeen, 1000  0  0 

Arasaig, 137  10  0 

Strnan 60  0  0 

South  Leith, 1000  0  0 

Beauly  (additional), SO  0  0 

West  Church,  StirUng, 700  0  0 

£8642  10    0 
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II-— O-rants  for  Rebiiildizicr  and  Exilargeznent. 

1.  Nairn. — The  prosperity  of  the  congregation  having  rendered  the 
erection  of  a  new  and  enlarged  church  a  great  desideratum,  one  has  been 
proceeded  with  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £6200.  Toward  meeting  this, 
a  sum  of  £2000  has  been  subscribed  locally,  the  present  church  is  ex- 
pected to  yield  £1000,  and  upwards  of  another  £1000  has  been  realised 
by  means  of  a  bazaar.  The  Committee  regarded  this  as  a  case  well  worthy 
of  encouragement  and  assistance.  They  regretted  that  the  comparatively 
small  amount  available  for  rebuilding  and  enlargement  did  not  warrant  a 
larger  grant  than  one  of  £300,  which  they  agreed  to  give,  subject  to  the 
usual  condition  as  to  titles. 

2.  Macmillan  Church,  Castle-Douglas. — The  extensive  repairs  and  en- 
largement of  this  church  have  cost  £700.  The  Committee  voted  a  sum 
of  £100,  but  payable  only  on  the  condition  that  the  titles,  which  are 
in  the  name  of  the  session  and  their  successors,  should  be  brought  into 
conformity  with  the  requirements  of  the  Scheme  in  that  respect.  The 
Deacons'  'Court  having  declined  the  grant  on  these  terms,  the  Committee 
were  reluctantly  under  the  necessity  of  cancelling  it^  believing  that  they  had 
no  alternative  in  the  matter. 

3.  West  Kilbride^  Presbytery  of  Irvine,  The  new  and  handsome  church 
projected  is  to  be  seated  for  400,  and  is  to  cost  £3300.  There  has  been 
subscribed  a  sum  of  £1343,  and  the  old  church  and  other  buildings  have 
realised  £925.  Considering  the  increasing  population  and  importance  of 
the  place,  the  Committee  voted  a  grant  of  £200. 

4.  Lochs,  Presbytery  of  Lewis. — The  new  church,  which  appears  to 
be  much  needed,  is  to  cost  £1000  and  upwards.  A  sum  of  £500  has  been 
subscribed  locally.  The  Committee  agreed  to  give  a  maximum  grant  of 
£250,  the  half  payable  at  once,  the  other  half  when  the  debt  is  reduced  to 
an  amount  not  exceeding  £200. 

5.  Tron  Churchy  Edinburgh, — This  application  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee last  year,  and  was  rejected  on  the  ground  that  the  church  was  iu 
progress  prior  to  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  Scheme.  A  memor- 
ial was  presented  to  the  Assembly,  and  the  case  was  remitted  to  this  Com- 
mittee in  the  same  terms  as  that  of  Struan  referred  to  above.  After  renewed 
consideration,  it  was  agreed  to  give  assistance  in  deference  to  the  desire  of 
the  Assembly  that  this  should  be  done,  if  the  case  could  be  regarded  as 
falling  within  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  of  the  Fund  ;  but  having  respect, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  the  number  of  applications  with  a  title  to  aid  under  the 
Regulations  of  a  wholly  unquestionable  kind,  it  was  felt  that  they  could 
not  warrantably  propose  more  than  £100,  and  they  passed  a  grant  of  that 
amount 

6.  Creichy  Presbytery  of  Dornoch. — Last  year  a  grant  of  £150  was 
given  to  assist  in  the  erection  of  a  new  church  at  a  cost  of  £1494.  Earnest 
application  was  made  to  have  this  grant  increased,  and  after  very  careful 
consideration  the  Committee  found  that  there  were  special  circumstances 
which  rendered  it  desirable  and  reasonable  that  effect  should  be  given  to  the 
application.  Accordingly  they  agreed  to  add  £50  to  the  former  grant, 
thus  raising  it  to  £200. 
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7.  Sha^t^stf  Presbytery  of  Lewis, — This  iB  a  church  for  a  district  coft- 
nected  with  the  congregation  of  Carlowaj,  and  ia  to  cost  XIOOO.  Only 
a  very  small  sum  has  been  subscribed  by  the  local  parties  for  its  erection. 
The  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  it  might  be  regarded  as  a  needful  ex- 
tension of  the  provision  made  for  that  congregation  in  respect  of  chordi 
accommodation,  and  thus  as  falling  within  the  provisions  of  that  divisiot 
of  the  Scheme  which  relates  to  rebuilding  and  enlargement.  They  agreed 
that  the  maximum  grant  of  £250  should  be  gfven,  but  on  two  conditions: 
1st,  That  the  plans  should  be  submitted  to  them  for  their  approval;  2d, 
That  the  parties  should  show  how  with  this  liberal  amount  of  assistance  the 
cliurch  can  bo  completed  without  leaving  on  it  a  burden  of  debt. 

8.  Partick^  ffiyh, — ^The  Committee  found  that  the  enlargement'in  respect 
of  which  application  was  made  consisted  of  galleries  fitted  to  accommodite 
300,  and  erected  at  a  cost  of  Jt864,  16s.  Id.  In  consideration  of  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  this  congregation,  which  had  suffered  heavily 
from  the  commercial  disasters  of  the  times,  the  Committee  voted  a  grufi 
of  £150. 

9.  Goy^hridgej  Preshytery  of  Dalkeith, — A  new- church  is  greatly  needed 
here,  the  existing  one  being  of  a  very  inferior  kind,  and  now  much  too  small 
for  the  wants  of  the  congregation.  An  opportunity  of  advantageously  dis- 
posing of  the  present  building  having  occurred,  it  is  proposed  to  proceed 
with  the  erection  of  a  more  -suitable 'church,  seated  for  450,  and  at  a  cost  of 
£1500.  The  people  see  their  way  to  about  £600,  inclusive  of  what  thej 
are  to  draw  from  the  sale  of  the  old  place  of  worship.  Conference  was  held 
with  the  office-bearers,  and  as  the  result  the  Committee  agreed  to  paaia 
grant  of  £200,  payable  in  terms  of  the  Regulations. 

The  sum  which  the  -Committee  are  at  liberty  to  distribute  .under  tbb 
second  branch  for  the  year  is  £1500,  and  it  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing  abstract  that  the  grants  fully  exhaust  the  amount  at  their  disposal 

Nairn, £300  0  0 

Macmillan  Church, 100  tO  0 

West  Kilbride,     .         .                 200  0  0 

LochB,  Lewis, 250  0  0 

Tron,  Edinburgh,         .. 100  0  0 

Creich  (additional), 4»0  0  0 

Shawbost,  Lewis, 260  0  0 

Partick,  High, J50  0  0 

Gorebridge, 200  0  0 

£1600    0    0 

Deduct  grant  to  Macmillan  Church, 

deolin«d  and  withdrawn,     .        ..  100     0    0 


£1600    0    0 


IIL— ApplicationB  declined  or  deiflbrred. 

1.  Carinish,  Presbytery  of  .Skye  and  Uut.—A  mmiite  of  PtaabTtefJ  ui 
a  letter  from  the  minister  with  reference  to  the  want  of  mitiHii  ■uilMiw 
tical  buildings  were  .laid  before  the  Committee.  The  infivnalaM  hm% 
defective,  and  the  case  not  presented  in  the  ragnlar  way,  tha  SMnteyvM 
directed  to  forwaid  ^  w:;W4^<b  tA  he  filled  up,  attested,  and  nitmeed.    Uv 
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was  dooe  by  the  Secretaiyy  but  no  oommanioation  has  since  then  reached 
them  on  the  subject. 

2.  Ballachulish. — A  letter  from  the  Bey.  W.  M'Kinnon  was  laid  before 
the  Committee  with  reference  to  the  need  of  a  suitable  place  of  worship 
on  the  Ardgour  side* of  Loch  Linnhe  in  connection  with  his  congregation. 
A  schedule  was  sent  to  be  filled  up  and  returned  with  the  Presbytery's 
sanction,  but'noapplixntion  hag  been  since  submitted. 

3.  Fordyce. — A  minute  of  Presbytery  in  regard  to  repairs  on  this  church 
was  brought  before  the  Committee,  but  in  accordance  with  former  decisions 
sanctioned  'by  the  Assembly,  thut  mere  repairs  do  not  fall  within  the  pro- 
vLsions  of  the  Scheme,  the  case  could  not  be  entertained. 

4.  Kilmaurs^  Presbytery  of  Irvine, — ^As  it  appeared  doubtful  whether 
the  rebuilding  of  the  church  which  had  been  contemplated  was  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  the  Committee  delayed  de&ling  with  the  case  until  the  congre* 
gation  shotild  have  finully  decided  on  the  course  to  be  followed,  and  had 
taken  the  initiative  in  the  movement 

5.  Laggan, — Application  was  made  by  the  minister  for  a  grant  to  apsist 
in  the  erection  of  a  porch  to  the  church.  The  Committee,  while  not  doubt- 
ing the  desirableness  of  this -addition,  and  willing  to  assist  had  it  been  in 
their  power,  were  under  the  necessity  of  declining  the  application,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  former  decisions,  as  sanctioned  by  the  General  Assembly. 

6.  Newton  Change  PretH^ytery  of  'DaUceith. — An  application  was  made 
for  an  additional  grant  of  £70,  as  the  cost  of  the  church  had  gone  nearly 
£300  beyond  .the  sum  originally  fixed.  The  Committee  were  of  opinion 
that  they  could  not  reopen  the  case  lifter 'having  given  the  maximum  grant 
on  the  footing  of  the  estimates  laid  before  them  in  the  schedule,  and  they 
decided  accordingly. 

7.  Clynej  Presbytery  of. Dornoch. — This  was  an  application  for  a  grant 
to  assist  in  meeting  the  expense  of  a  new  hall  and  some  internal  fittings 
of  which  the  church  stood  in  need,  costing  in  all  jCi79.  In  accordance 
with  previous  decisions  that  such  additions  and  alterations  do  not  fall 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Scheme,  the 'Committee  felt  themselves  to  be 
under  the  necessity  of  declining  the  application. 

8.  Fraserburgh, — This  was  a  request  for  a  loan  of  £500.  In  con- 
sideration of  the  fact  that  a  maximum  grant  had  been  already  given  in 
this  case — a  thing  quite  exceptional  in  the  department  of  re-building — and 
that  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  obvious  necessity  for  what  was  asked, 
the  Committee  did  not  see  their  way  to  grant  the  application. 

9.  Wynd  Church,  Olasgow,-^A  letter  was  submitted  from  the  minister 
in  regard  to  the  erection  of  a  new  church,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  what  assistance  might  be  expected  from  the  Fund.  In  the 
absence  of  the  ordinary  schedule,  and  of  the  detailed  information  which 
in  all  such  oases  is  necessary,  the  Committee  felt  themselves  precluded  from 
entertaining  the  application  in  its  present  form. 

In  addition  to  the  oases  now  mentioned,  a  variety  of  proposals  and 
inquiries  were  made,  more  or  less  similar  in  their  nature,  but  less  definite 
and  formal.  Into  any  detailed  statement  regarding  these  it  is  not 
necessary  here  to  enter.  The  Committee  have  felt  throughout  that  strict 
adherence  to  the  Begulations  laid  down  by  the  Assembly  was  their  clear 
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duty,  and  that  all  interests  woold  be  best  seeured  by  the  ezereiM  of  ft 
well  defined  instead  of  a  discretionary  power.  They  have  endearoond 
to  act  accordingly. 

IV.— Payments  AnthorisecL 

1.  Wallsj  Orkney, — ^The  grant  previously  voted  in  this  case  was  ordered 
to  be  paid,  the  Presbytery  having  undertaken  to  see  the  requirement  as  to 
the  extinction  of  debt  duly  fulfilled. 

2.  North  Church,  Oreenock. — The  Committee  agreed  to  make  payment 
on  condition  that  an  obligation  was  given  by  the  Deacons'  Court  not  to 
exercise  the  right  conferred  by  the  titles  to  borrow  on  security  of  the 
property. 

3.  Wardie,  Edinburgh, — An  application  was  made  to  have  the 
condition  imposed,  namely,  that  at  least  £2000  should  be  contributed 
locally  before  payment  of  the  grant,  modified  to  the  extent  of  allowiDg  ft 
loan  without  interest  by  a  member  of  the  congregation  to  be  reckoned  fts 
a  part  of  the  sum  thus  fixed.  The  Committee  agreed  to  comply  with  the 
request,  on  the  footing  that  the  loan  shall  be  repaid  out  of  the  contributioDS 
of  the  congregation  to  the  building  fund  of  the  church  at  Wardie.  The 
titles  were  found  to  be  duly  certified. 

4.  Shotts. — A  minute  was  laid  before  the  Committee  bearing  that  the 
Deacons'  Court  undertook  to  implement  the  terms  on  which  the  grant  hid 
been  voted,  and  its  payment  was  accordingly  ordered. 

5.  May  fields  Edinburgh. — The  Committee  agreed  to  pay  this  grant  on 
condition  of  an  obligation  being  given  by  the  office-bearers  that  the  power 
to  borrow  conferred  by  the  titles  should  cease  and  determine  at  the  eod 
of  seven  years.  Such  an  obligation  was  duly  executed  to  the  satisfactios 
of  the  Custodier  of  Titles,  and  laid  before  the  Committee. 

6.  Peterhead,  South. — It  was  resolved  to  modify  so  far  the  conditi(»8 
on  which  the  grant  had  been  passed.  On  an  obligation  given  by  the 
[Deacons'  Court  to  have  the  church  placed  under  the  Model  Trust  Deed 
within  a  period  of  seven  years,  the  Committee  agreed  to  release  the  con- 
gregation from  the  requirement  that  £200  should  be  raised  within  tvo 
jears.     On  this  footing  payment  was  ordered. 

7.  Creich, — The  Committee  authorised  payment  of  the  grant  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Custodier  of  Titles,  notwithstanding  a  slight 
incompleteness  in  the  titles  which  cannot  be  remedied  at  present,  but  vill 
be,  it  is  fdUy  expected,  at  no  distant  day. 

8.  Drumoak. — It  was  agreed  to  pay  the  grant  in  this  case,  the  titles 
having  been  duly  certified,  and  an  obligation  given  that  the  whole  debt 
will  be  cleared  off  within  a  period  of  one  or  two  years. 

9.  Ettriek, — ^A  minute  of  Deacons'  Court  having  been  produced  beariog 
that  were  the  grant  received  the  entire  debt  would  be  removed,  payment 
was  ordered  to  be  made. 

10.  Lodu,  Lewis. — ^A  minute  of  Deacons'  Cowt  was  laid  on  the  taUe, 
intimating  that  with  the  payment  of  the  grant,  the  debt  on  the  chureh 
would  not  exceed  £188.  The  Committee  found  that  the  oonditioBS  veit 
fulfilled,  and  directed  payment  to  be  made  accordingly. 
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11.  Beoiuhf, — ^There  is  a  speoialty  in  the  title  of  this  churoh  which  the 
Committee  did  their  best  to  have  remoTed.  Their  effort  failed,  and  the 
certificate  of  the  Custodier  was  sufficient  to  warrant  them  in  not  keeping 
back  the  grant  voted. 

In  the  following  cases  the  certificates  as  to  the  titles  were  produced 
and  instructions  given  to  pay  the  respective  grants : — 


12.  Dowanvale. 

13.  Holytown. 

14.  Prestonpans. 

15.  Boslin. 

16.  Altnahftrra. 

17.  Greenlaw. 

18.  Arasaig. 

19.  Dalguise. 


20.  Strnan. 

21.  Martyrs*,  Glasgow. 

22.  Croick. 

23.  BeUshilL 

24.  Dairy,  Edinburgh. 
26.  West  Kilbride. 

26.  Partick,  High. 

27.  South  Leith. 


Special  aue,  Martyrs'  Churchy  Dundee. — The  Committee  find  it 
necessary  to  bring  the  case  of  this  particular  church  under  the  notice  of 
the  Assembly,  and  to  ask  instructions  which  may  guide  them  in  finally 
dealing  with  it.  Indeed  it  raises  a  general  question  which  should  be  fully 
considered  and  settled,  as  the  present  difficulty  is  sure  to  recur.  The 
congregation  in  question  was  previously  connected  with  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  large  grant  which  was  agreed  to  be  given  to 
it  in  virtue  of  the  special  arrangement  fully  set  forth  in  last  Keport  has 
not  been  paid,  though  urgently  needed  and  repeatedly  applied  for,  the 
reason  of  the  delay  being  an  obstacle  presented  by  the  titles.  They  are 
not  in  accordance  with  the  Model  Trust  Deed,  and  there  is  no  provision  or 
promise  to  the  effect  that  they  will  be  brought  into  conformity  with  its 
requirements.  The  contention  is  that  the  rule  as  to  titles  should  not  be 
applied  to  congregations  of  the  class  to  which  this  one  belongs,  and  'that 
they  should  share  in  the  Fund  without  being  under  the  necessity  of 
changing  their  former  titles.  It  is  not  for  the  Committee  to  decide  that 
question,  but  for  the  Assembly  itself.  They  felt  that  their  simple  duty 
was  to  adhere  to  the  Regulations,  and  to  decline  to  order  payment  under 
the  circumstances  now  stated.  It  is  matter  of  regret  to  them  that  any 
hardship  should  have  been  suffered  in  consequence,  but  they  had  no 
alternative,  as  they  believed.  They  hereby  submit  the  matter  to  the 
judgment  of  the  General  Assembly. 

It  may  be  proper  also  to  note  here,  what  has  already  come  out  in  this 
Report,  that  in  another  case,  that  of  Macmillan  Church,  Castle-Douglas,  a 
grant  was  voted  but  afterwards  declined  because  of  the  condition  in  the 
rules  as  to  the  Model  Trust  Deed.  The  titles  of  that  church  stand  in  the 
name  of  the  Session  and  their  successors,  and  of  course  the  Committee  felt 
themselves  precluded  from  giving  any  sanction  of  theirs  to  such  an 
arrangement.  They  were  sorry  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  up 
the  position  they  did,  but  they  did  not  regard  themselves  as  having  any 
choice. 

The  Committee  regret  that  they  have  been  able  to  accomplish  nothing 
during  the  year  iu  the  way  of  increasing  the  Fund.  The  circumstances 
were  not  favourable  to  efforts  in  that  direction.  The  calamities  which 
have  overtaken  not  a  few  since  they  subscribed  have  made  it  difficult,  if  not 
impossible,  for  some  to  fulfil  their  engagements.  They  are  satisfied  that 
all  honourable  men  will  do  their  utmost  to  keep  faith  with  the  Church  and 
with  their  brethren  in  such  a  matter,  and   that  only  a  very  painful 
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necessity  will  prevent  them  from  paying  the  full  sums  promised  hy  them. 
A  certain  deficiency  must  be  looked  for,  but  it  is  hoped  that  others  who 
have  prospered  will  come  forward  and  take  the  place  of  those  who  ha?e 
been  borne  down  by  the  pressure  of  the  times.  Some  thousands  of  poonds 
are  still  required  to  secure  for  actual  distribution  the  amount  originally 
contemplated,  £100,000. 

Some  reference  has  already  been  made  i;o  the  unreasonable  ezpectatioiM 
raised  by  the  Fund  in  various  quarters,  and  to  the  necessity  which  has 
thus  been  imposed  on  the  Committee*  of  dealing  with  many  applications  in 
a  way  fitted  to  cause  disappointment 'to  ministers  and  people  alike.  While 
the  sphere  which  the  Scheme  was  designed  to  occupy  was  much  better 
defined  and  much  more  limited  than  numbers  supposed,  it  was  still  suffi- 
ciently large,  and  within  it  an  amount  of*  good  has  already  been  done 
for  which  all  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  Church  and  the  country  may 
well  be  thankful.  Struggling  congregations  have  been  enabled  to  erect 
sanctuaries  for  the  public  worship  of  God  by  means  of  the  assistance  thofl 
obtained,  whereas  but  for  it  their  difficulties  must  not  only  have  been 
immensely  greater,  but  in  many  cases  altogether  insuperable.  Others  DOt 
a  few  have  been  materially  helped  in  rebuilding  and  enlarging  ohurebes 
which  had  become  too  small,  unsuitable,  and  often  even  quite  ruinous. 
Efforts  which,  apart  from  this  Scheme,  would  have  utterly  failed  from  want 
of  necessary  encouragement  and  help,  have  been  crowned  with  succesB. 
Beyond  these  immediate  results,  which  are  most  valuable,  lie  others,  the 
magnitude  and  preciousness  of  which  it  is  impossible  to  estimate.  A 
spiritual  house  is  being  thus  reared  which  shall  stand  when  the  loftiest  of 
earthly  structures  have  crumbled  into  dust. 

In  the  Appendix  will  be  found  a  detailed  statement  of  the  amount  sab- 
scribed,  the  sum  paid,  the  grants  made,  and  other  particulars.  It  shows 
that  not  a  littlo  has  been  accomplished  both  in  the  way  of  ingathering  and 
distribution.  The  result  there  disclosed  can  hardly  fail  to  awaken  a  feel- 
ing of  thankfulness  to  Ood  for  what  He  has  put  into  the  hearts  of  His 
people  to  give  for  the  advancement  of  His  cause  in  connection  with  this 
important  Christian  enterprise. 

J.  ADAM,  Joint-Convener  and  Secretary, 
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APPENDIX. 

No.  I. 
Statement  anent  Funds  and  Gbants  for  last  Two  Years. 

I.— GENERAL  FUND. 

Amount  sabscribed. £98,200  13    9 

Of  which— 

Paid  to  31st  Match  1880,       .         .        .   £32,126  14  11 
„       31«t  March  1881,       .  .      16,122    7    5 

Together,  .        .        ..     48,249    2    4 

Balance  stm  unpaid, £49,951  11     5 

II.- GRANTS. 

Onuts  PuMd.        AoMNUit  Paid.  Unpaid. 

Grants  passed  for.  year  to  "Mb^ 
1880,  but  counting  for  two 
years  : — 

1.  For      entirely      new 

churches,       .        .    £10,185    0    0    £8,380    0    0    £1,805    0    0 

2.  For     re-bailding    of 

former  churches,   .       3,996    0    0       3,746    •O    0  250    0    0 

Grants  passed  for  year  to  May 
1881  :— 

1.  For      oatixely      new 

churches,       .         .      .6,642  10    .0       3,453  10    0       3,189    0    0 

2.  For     re-building     of 

former  churches,  «       1,500    0   4)  400    0    0       1,100    0    0 


£22,323  10    <0  £15,979  10    0     £6,344    0    0 

Amount  receiTed,aa«bove, £48,249    2    4 

Paid  in  Grants,  as  above,  ....  £15,979  10    0 

Salaries  and  other  expenses  to^Ist  March  1881,     1,008    3    4 


£16,987  13    4 
Amount  in  Bond,    .        .        ..  £15,000    0    0 
Bo.     in  Deposit-reoeipty  10,000    0    0 

25,000    0    0 

Balance  in  Treasurer's  hands,  6,261     9    0 

48,249     2    4 

Amount  in  hand,  as  above,       .......      £6261     9    0 

Amount  of  grants  outstandings 6344    (f    0 
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No.  11. 

Statement  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Church  Extension  Building  Fund 

far  year  to  ^\st  March  1881. 

Cmarok. 

I.  Balance  of  last  account, £11,346  4  2 

II.  Subscriptions  and  Donations  during  the  year,    .        .        .  15,672  7  7 

III.  Sum  on  Deposit>receipt 15,000  0  0 

IV.  Interest  on  Bond : — 

May  1880, £42  14    8 

November  1880, 243  15     9 


y.  Interest  accrued  on  General  Account, 


Amount  of  Charge, 


286  10     5 
162  17     4 

.  £42,467   19     6 


Discharge. 

rants  for  Churches — 

Newton  Grange £83    0    0 

Bainsford, 

500    0    0 

Fraserburgh, 

»        1 

500    0    0 

Glasgow,  Fossil  Fark 

1 

800    0    0 

Gareloch,  . 

• 

150    0    0 

Tobermory, 

200    0    0 

Kippen,     . 

150    0    0 

Ban  chory -Teman, 

200    0    0 

Glenelg,     . 

50    0    0 

Tester, 

200    0    0 

Keston, 

200    0    0 

Fortnahaven,     . 

35    0    0 

Glasgow,  Martyrs',    . 

100    0    0 

Shotts,      . 

60    0    0 

Fartick,  Dowanvale, 

.     1375    0     0 

Cumbernauld,    . 

100    0    0 

Ronsay,     . 

160  0  e 

Greenock,  North, 

250    0    0 

Edinburgh,  Cowgate, 

100    0    0 

„           Mayfield, 

^- 

760    0    0 

Frestonpans, 

150    0    0 

Holytown, 

150    0    0 

Bodiin, 

t        < 

■    '    1 

100    0    0 

Cany  forward,  £6,293    0    0 
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Brought  forward,      £6,293    0    0 

Granton  and  Waidie,         ....  500    0    0 

Creich, 200     0     0 

Ettrick, 100    0    0 

Greenlaw, 25    0    0 

Altnaharra, 100    0    0 

Peterhead,  South, 500    0 

Drumoak, 400     0 

Arasaig 137  10 

North  Bute 200    0 

Edinburgh,  Dairy, 416    0 

BelUhill, 376 

West  Kilbride, 200 

Partick,  High  Church,  .         .150 

Aberdeen,  Queen's  Cross,  .... 

Dalguise, 

Struao, 


0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


1000  0  0 
75  0  0 
50    0     0 


£10,721  10    0 


IL  Sum  inyested— 

Bond  oyer  Estate  in  Fifeshire, 
Deposit-receipt, 


.£15,000     0    0 
.    10,000    0    0 


III.  Ezpenseth^ 

1.  Secretary,    . 

2.  Sub-Secretary,  5  quarters, 

3.  Postages, 

4.  Assembly  expenses,  etc.. 
General  expenses, 

5.  Printing, 

6.  Stationery,  . 

7.  TraveUing  expenses, 

8.  Revising  titles,     . 


100    0  0 

62  10  0 

11     6  0 

128    0  0 

120     0  0 

36     2  9 

6  13  0 

5  14  9 

14  14  0 


Amount  of  Discharge, 


25,000    0     0 


485    0    6 
£36,206  10    6 


Charge £42,467  19    6 

Discharge, 36,206  10    6 


Balance  in  favour  of  Fond,     .      £6,261     9    0 


inwtnux  TO  kkpObt  o 


APPENDIX 
Na  III. 


LiBi  Of  CoHOKKiTioNB,  With  the  Amoant  eobocribed  by  each  to  tbe 
Fund,  ftad  the  Amount  paid  to  Slat  March  1880. 


OONGBEOATIONB. 

kmmat 

Amount  p»id  for 

TwtoaiatXudi 

laaa 

laeL 

AI>erdeeii. 

£     1.    d. 

53     .     . 

20     .     . 

80     ..    . 

60     .     . 

12  .    . 

F«rrjhill,       .        . 

614     .     . 

214     .     . 

GdlowK.1.,    . 

Gileonnlon,    . 

Greyfria™',     . 

HLith  Choreli, 
Holbum, 

48  11     . 

72  10     . 

North  Chureh, 

Qdmd'b  CroM, 

HutLerfoni,    . 

tt>itbri<»Ui>,  . 

St.  ClenKmt'a, 

49    .      . 

Trioitjj. 

Udidd  Cliiircli, 

122    .      . 

106   .      . 

£  IS    . 

2  10     . 

IM   .      . 

B«nchoi7-DBTonic-l, 

1    .      . 

1    .      . 

*    .      . 

Blackbnrn, 

cuiu.    :    . 

KingiwelU,        . 

18  11    4 

Horycnlter, 

Old  Mtchar, 

Petereolwr. 

11  12    . 

7    4    . 

ftk<ni«,       .        . 

2  19     . 

Torry'       .        . 

10   .      . 

Toul,,        . 

— 

1666    6    4 

US  16  10 

16T  U   . 
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/^/\^/%'m>/\  A  iirr/\^a 

Amount 

Amoont  i>aid  for  ] 

rear  to  Slat  March 

CONQREQATIONS. 

SabsGiibedL 

1880. 

1881. 

Aberiour. 

£     $. 

d. 

£     $.    d. 

£     s.    d. 

Aberlcnr,  .        •        •        . 

Bohann,    •        •        .        . 

»          ••••■• 

••.••• 

InTeravon, 

Knockando, 

.      .         20:  . 

•  • 

i    .    . 

i   .    . 

Mortlachi  ..       

t            •■                ••••*# 

Rothes,     ..       .        .        . 

Obtali, 

Abemethj^ 

•           •                  •••••• 

• 

,        .           20    . 

• 

4     .     . 

4     .     . 

Aberoethj,        ^ 

AlTie  an^Bothiemarchos, , 

k               • .                     •• • ••• * 

Cromdale, 

8*  8 

6 

8    3    6 

DathUl,,    ... 

KingOMie, 

.            .••••• 

Kirkmichael,     . 

•           ••• ••• 

Totals 
Ab€ftarff« 

20^    . 

• 

4     .     . 

8    .     . 

.,       .           28    8 

6 

7    8    6 

8     .     . 

BaUachnluh— North, 

»«              •                       ••••«« 

Do.         Booth,  . 

»  «             •                       ••• *•• 

Fort-Angnstiu,  •.       • 
Fort-William 

.        .           10     . 

■ 

8     .     , 

8     .     . 

.        .           20    . 

• 

8  10    . 

Glen-MorriiitoD, 

10    . 

• 

Glen-Urqnhart,.. 

7-  4 

• 

7    4     . 

Kilmallie, .        •        .        . 

Kilmonivaig,     •        •. 

Totals, 

Alford. 

10    . 

. 

i    .    . 

i    .    . 

.        .           67    4 

■ 

14    4     . 

7  10    . 

Alford,      •        •        .        < 

t        (           •••••■ 

Aachindoir, 

8  10 

■ 

1  10     . 

Keig  aod  Tough, 

.        .             1     . 

. 

i    .     . 

Kinnetbmont,    . 

8  14 

• 

1  18     . 

i  18    . 

Rhjnie,     .        .        .        . 

SirathdoD, 

7    8 

6 

8    8    6 

Towie,  etc, 

Totals, 
Afbroath. 

.       .           20    7 

6 

6    16 

8    8     . 

ArbirloL   .        .        .        . 
Arbroath— East, 

.       .            6  12 

• 

6  12    . 

•••  ••• 

»       •           •••  •• 

High  Street,  . 

.        .         100    . 

• 

16    .      . 

loTerbrothock, 

100    . 

■ 

.    14    6 

22  18    2 

Knox's, . 

•*• «•• 

Ladyloan, 

.       .         286    . 

• 

118    6    . 

28    9    6 

Barrj,       . 

.        .           20     . 

. 

20    .     . 

Carmyliei  •        •        .        . 

Carry  foi 

.        .           60    . 

. 

18    9    6 

9    .     . 

iraid,         571  12 

• 

176    1     . 

60    2    8 

16 
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1 

1 

*                C0KGRB0ATI0N8. 

Amotint 

Amount  paid  for 

year  to  Slst  Vin 

Satocribed. 

188a 

188L 

. 

£    t,    d. 

£    $.    d. 

£  «.  1 

Brought  furward, 

671  12     . 

175     1     . 

60    2 

Carnonstie,         .... 

250    .      . 

158  10     . 

87    5 

CollutoD, 

11    .       . 

5  16    6 

Friockheim,        .         .         .         . 

101  19     . 

19    1     . 

17    9 

Inverkeillnr 

21  15     . 

6  19     . 

4  17 

Panbiide, 

Totals, 
Aachterarder. 

68  . 

42  11     . 

4   . 

1024    6     . 

407  18    6 

128  14 

AberuthveD,       .        .        .        • 

28    9    6 

4  12     . 

Aachterarder,    . 

254  16    6 

62    4     . 

Blackford, . 

28    .      . 

8    .      . 

'8  16 

Braco, 

28    .      . 

23  . 

Comrie,     . 

» 

174  19     . 

65  11     . 

5  . 

Crieff, 

880    6    6 

148    6     . 

83   . 

Dunning*,  . 

16  14    6 

8  16    6 

6  17 

Madderty, . 

48  12  10 

19  16  10 

18    2 

Monzie, 

107    7    6 

57  12     . 

13    1 

Mathil,      . 

80    8    6 

40    .      . 

Totali, 
Ayr. 

1182  14  10 

409  18    4 

146  15 

Ayr,          ..... 

60    .      . 

••• ••• 

Do.,  MurtyrH*,   . 

< 

•• • ••• 

Do.,  Wallacetown, 

88  12    6 

8    7    6 

84  10 

Ballantrae, 

50    .      . 

18    .      . 

8   . 

Barr, 

Barrhill,     . 

81  15     . 

6    .      . 

CoImoDftll, 

80    .      . 

5    .      . 

CroBsLill, 

•••••• 

Dailly,       . 

66  15     . 

89    2    6 

••• ••• 

Dalmellington,  . 

6    .      . 

1    .      . 

1    . 

Dalrv-mple, 

15  17    6 

7    2     . 

8    3 

Dundonald, 

20  10     . 

8  10     . 

6  . 

Girran,      . 

68    .      . 

26    I    6 

6   2  • 

Kirkoswald, 

•••.•• 

Maybole,    . 

79  10    . 

17  10 

MonktOD,  . 

Newton -on- Ayr, 

118    7    6 

29  17     . 

81  17 

New  Cumoock, . 

... ... 

...M. 

Do.y               AftOD, 

...  ... 

Do.,        Bank, 

....*. 

Ochiltree, .... 

2  15    . 

2  16     . 

■  .«•.« 

Old  Camnock,   . 

t                           9 

80    .      . 

16  17    8 

9  10 

SUir.        .... 

25    .      . 

6    .      . 

2  . 

Symington, 
TarboltoD, 

Troon,       .... 

60    .      . 

26    .      . 

10  .   . 

Total., 

771    2    6 

197  18    2 

1SB12  ( 

Biggar  and  Pe«blea. 

Bronghton,        .        •        .        . 

66    0    6 

18    6    . 

.11  •    < 

Coltor, 

.27    S  11 

27    8  11 

•  •^••» 

(^ 

y  for 

irard. 

88  It    6 

40    8U 

u  .  « 
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CONQREOATIONS. 


Broaght  forward, 


eithen, 
rd|   . 


TotalB, 
Breadalbane. 

'on,  . 
ore,  • 

• 

mit,  . 
lel  Bridge, 


Titals, 


Brechin. 

in — ^East, 


>ert» 

OWOf 

Qir, 

3ee — St.  George 

fohn's, 

Patil's, 


'8, 


Totals, 
Odthness. 

)ale, 

»      •       • 

►ay, 

t,    .        . 

•  . 
xnHf  • 

«        . 
ytown> 

•  •  • 
H-Knt  Church, 

rty      .  . 

D,      •  . 

rdale, 


Marlpri', 


Totala, 


83 


Amount 
SnlMcribed. 


£    «.    A 
8ft  18    6 


600    .  . 

86  17  6  1 

40  18  . 

26    8-  . 


686    6  11 


84  7  6 

8  7  . 

17  6  61 

12  .  . 

26  8  8- 

23  6  . 

16  17  6 

22  6  6 


29 


228  18    8 


Amoont  paid  for  year  to  81st  March 


1880. 


£ 

«.  d. 

40 

8  11' 

...  • 
16T 

...  • 

•«.  .1 
••.•■ 

>• 

•            • 
•  • 

207  8  11 


91  10  . 

212  7  &1 

20  .   . 


60  4>  6' 
80  .   . 


20  .   . 
168  1*4  6 


677  16-  6 


2  1  . 

60  .  . 

20  .  . 

60  3  6 


80  2*  6 


100  .  . 

60  .  . 
...... 

88  16  . 

71.14  6 


48  1*  ft 
166  17  . 
22  10  . 

679  4  9 


78  7  6 

8  7  . 

17  6  6 

2  8  . 

26  8:  8 

28  6  . 

8  8  6 

22  6  6 


8 


183  7  8 


19  18  . 
127  11'  6 


24  4  6 
20  .   . 


66  14  6^ 


247  8  6 


2  1  . 

28  4  . 

6  10  . 

18  4  6 


80  2  6- 


40  . 
10^  . 


80  6 


19  1  9^ 
Oft  8  . 
4  14  . 


247  6  8 


1881. 


£  «.  d. 

11  .  6 


167  .   . 
1*19  6 


179  19  11 


4  . 
'2'"8 


10  8 


14  12  6 
21  4  . 


10  6 
24  10 


72  12  6 


20 
10 


18  . 
8  12 


•  • .  • '• . 

6  19  . 
81  .  . 

7  4  . 

100  16  . 


AFPBNDIX  TO  RKPOBT  OF  TBI 


Al=™-.t 

Anunnt  i*ld  fOrHH  to  tM  In 

ButMrtl*!. 

leaa 

isei. 

Cluuwmy. 

£    t.  d. 

£   1. 

ATOch 

12  16     . 

7    4     . 

8  12 

267    .      . 

ElltMmaD. 

6  10     . 

4    6     . 

1    S 

EnockUuu, 

62  10     . 

8  11 

Rewli.,     .        . 

10    6     . 





Total^        . 
Cmpw. 

401    8     . 

61  10     . 

18  11 

Abdie,i!tc 

B5    5     . 

18    6     . 

IS    . 

Cm.,        .        . 
Colleuie,  . 

2B    6    6 

13    8    6 

4   . 

25    .      . 

14  17    e 

■ 

Ci.p.r,       .        . 

186    .      . 

81    .      . 

M    . 

D«r«ie,      . 

24     .     . 

18  17    6 

2  12 

S3  15     . 

Pt{|k  >Dd  Cri«cb, 

66    .      . 

14  11 

Kettis  and  CvAU. 

66    .      . 

2D  ia    6 

S  U 

Losie  ud  OauMry, 

IS    S     . 

10  14     . 

Btnthmiglo,  Korth, 



ToUl.,        . 
Dalkdth. 

482  17    a 

117  19     . 

73    . 

CmIoim, 

5    .      . 

1    . 

400  H    6 

216    .      . 

Mn.wlbareb 

£7    6     . 

42    0    6 

737    1     . 

179  16     . 

168  IS 

Rotlin 

Bi  a  6 

2112    2 

6    . 

6    .      . 

Tempi., 

T«»l., 
Deer. 



1863  15    4 

602  16    « 

266  11 

833  13     . 

GS    8     . 

24    S    S 

1718 

2   .      . 

N«wDeBr,         .        .        .        . 

22  10     . 

7  10     . 

4   S 

K.wPit.1^ 

1    . 

Pelerhead— First  Cbarge, 

P!"«So. 

Bt.  FtatgoM,       .       .       .       . 

6    6     . 

tit 

T«Ul>,       . 

ID   .      . 

680    4    . 

i!S  ft  e 

MM  . 



1 
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Amonnt 

AmouBt  paid  for  ] 

rear  to  Slat  March 

CON  QREGATIONS. 

Subscribed. 

1880. 

1881. 

PingwalL 

£    «.    d. 

£    s.    d. 

£    s.    d. 

Alness,      •        .        •        "        . 

60    .      . 

6    .      . 

Dingwall,  . 
Fodderty, . 

»        •        ■ 

im  H)    . 

1       •        • 

26    .      . 

6    .      . 

Ghirve, 

1       **        • 

Kilmorack, 

1       **        • 

60    .      . 

12    .      . 

9  10     . 

Kiltearn,   . 

•        •        • 

60   .      . 

Marybnrgh, 

t        •       • 

40    .      . 

Strathconan, 

•        • 

'(Tk*  ••'• 

... •■« 

•«• »«• 

Urqnhart) . 

>        • 

26    •      . 

12  10     . 

12  10     . 

Urray, 

■       -•        •        • 

26    .      . 

Totals, 
Doraoch. 

446  10     . 

80  10     . 

27    .       . 

Assynt,     .        .        .       >        . 

'80  1^    6 

<■•••• 

Clyne, 

40    .      . 

16  .       . 

•••  ••• 

Creicb, 

60    .      . 

26    .      . 

7    .      . 

Dornoch,  . 

66    .      . 

U    .      . 

11    .      . 

Golspie,     . 

86    .      . 

7    .      . 

7    .      . 

Helmsdale, 

60    .      . 

10    8    . 

8    .      . 

LAirg, 

•       -•        • 

10    .      . 

2    .      . 

2    .      . 

Rogart,      . 

•       -v        . 

26    .      . 

6    .      . 

6    .      . 

RosehaJ],  . 

20    .      . 

16    .      . 

4    9    6 

Stoer, 

62  .      . 

7  16     . 

Totals, 

867  10    6 

100  19     . 

89    9    6 

Alexandria,       •        .        k        . 

6040  10    . 

1024  19    6 

1004  19      . 

Arrochar,          .        . 

40    .      . 

9  10     . 

7    .       . 

Baldemock,       .        •        •        . 

Bonbill,     .        •        .        •        • 

100    .      . 

20  .      . 

20    .      . 

Bowling, 

^6    .      . 

16    6     . 

9  16     . 

Cardross, 

••• ... 

Dumbarton — ^Higb  Gbnrcb, 

6617  10     . 

1146  16     . 

1188    8    . 

Nortb, 

Duntocber,        »       «        •        . 

Qarelocbbead,  .         .        •        • 

Helensbnrgb — Park, 

809    .      . 

91  10     . 

67  10     . 

West, 

760    .      . 

60    .      . 

40    .      . 

Killeam, 

20    .      . 

4    .      . 

4    .      . 

Lnss, 

10    6     . 

4    6    . 

2    .      . 

Old  Eilpatrick, 

Benton, 

Do.,  Gaelie,    .        .        .        . 

100    .      . 

20    .      . 

20    .      . 

Da,  Leyenside, 

Boseneatb,        .... 

•  •■  mr» 

Sbandon,           .         .        >        . 

80    .      . 

Btrathblane,      .        •       .        . 

ToUls, 

Dnmfries. 
Conock,   •        •        •       .        . 

•  ••  vr* 

Vk.*.. 

18,062    6     . 

2895    6    6 

2298  12    . 

2    .      . 

2    .      . 

Dalbeattie,        .... 

12    9    6 

12    9    6 

Cain 

ty  forward, 

14    9    6 

14    9    6 

20 
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CONGREGATIONS. 

Amount 

Amount  paid  for  year  to  81st  Much 

t 

Subscribed. 

1880. 

188L 

£    9,    d. 

£    ff.    dL 

£    t.  d. 

-^ 

Brought  forward 

14    9    6 

14  9  6; 

Dalton,             .        .        .        , 

16    1     . 

16    1    . 

Dumfries — ^First  Charge,   . 

14    .      . 

14   .     . 

Dof         Martyrs*, 
Do.,         South,     . 

5    6     . 

6    5.1 

66    .      . 

20    .      . 

20   .     .: 

Dunsoore,          .        .        .        . 

26    .      . 

12  10    . 

Do.,      Craig, 

4    6     . 

Glencaple,         .        .        .        . 

4  16     . 

i   7   . 

Hightae,           .        .        .        . 

10    .      . 

10   .      . 

j!???~y 

Kirkbean,          •        .        .        . 

6    .      . 
12    1     . 

6   .     . 
12    1    . 

Kirkmahoe, .     .        .        .        . 

86    .      . 

si  .     . 

2   .     . 

Kirkpatrick-Durham, 

..* «.. 

Lochend,           .        .        .        . 

60    .      . 

60  .     . 

Mazwelltowu,   .        .        .        . 

16    8     . 

2   .      . 

8   .     . 

BnthweU^         .        .        .        . 

Totals, 
Dunblane. 

11    .      . 

6  14    ^. 

8   .     . 

276  10    6 

66  14..  6 

160  18   6 

Balauhidder,     . 
Bridee  of  Allan, 
BucUjyiey 

... ... 

••• ••• 

86    .      . 

»1  10    . 

16  10   . 

260    .      . 

60    .      . 

••• ••• 

Callander, . 

»               •               •               • 

26    .      . 

26    .      . 

Dunhlaoe, 

•               •               • 

68   .      . 

44.  .      . 

4    .     . 

Ghurtmorfw. 
Kilmadock, 

1               •  .            •               s 

•              •               • 

•.« ... 

... ... 

#9#   *•  • 

Kippen,     • 

»              •              •              • 

80    .      . 

80   .      . 

••• •» • 

Norrieston, 

t              •               •               • 

.*• ... 

Tillicoultiy,       . 

1              •              •              • 

20    .      . 

55  .    . 

Totals, 
Dtmdee. 

467    .      .. 

201.10     . 

20  10   . 

Abemvte,  etc., .... 
Broughty-Feny— East,      . 

21.  1     . 

6    1-.    . 

6  .     . 

8t.  Luke*s,    .... 

1076    .      . 

• 

West,    .        .        .        ..      . 

880    .      .. 

.•»... 

Dundee— ^/^n)ert  Square,    . 

••*  *•• 

Bonnet  Hill,  .        . 

••*  ••• 

Chalmers*,     .. 

.*•••. 

Chapelsbade, .... 

Dudnope, 

Hiffh  Church, 

HiUtovD, 

200   .      . 

a..... 

11  IS    & 

11  la  e 

•«■  »•• 

• 

M.M. 

M'Cheyne,     •        .        .        • 

706   . 

..«••• 

.••*•• 

Marfyrs',       .... 

20  .      . 

Ogilvy  Church, 

•.a... 

St.  Andrew's, 

179  It    . 

.••««. 

St  David's,  .        .       . 

118   .      . 

..«•.• 

' 
1 

St.  John's,     •       .        .        . 

801   •     . 

••.... 

.••.•• 

1 

St  Paul's 

2240   .      . 

»•«• 

t 

St  Petards,    .        .       .        . 

9216    • 

S7  T  . 

Wallaoetown, 

••••.. 

••••.• 

•.«.•• 

Wellgmte,      .... 

10   .      . 

JL.^ 

Cany  tonrtxv 

y  TOft  T  el 

17  U   6 

tt  T  . 

OBDBOn  XXTUIUOM  BOlLDUtt  fOND  OOKHITTU. 


1881. 


South, 

^  ■ 

r.  •     ■ 


Dnoooti. 


2  8  6 
0  .  . 
BIO    6 


as  T 
"s'u 
loo'io 


1  10 
1«'"4 

"i'io 

2  16    7 
27'io 

177    9 


Intc, 


60    B    a 

ia'u 


22  12    6 


22 
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XXXI 


CONGREGATIONS. 


Dunse  and  Chirnside. 

AIIanioD,  . 
Chirnside, . 
DuDse, 
Eyemouth, 
Greenlaw, . 
Hoandwood, 
Langton,  . 
LongformacuB, 
Mordington, 
Swinton,  • 


Totals, 


Edinburgh. 

Colintozi  and  Currie, 
Corstorphine,     • 
Cramond,  •    • 

Edinburgh — ^Barclay, 

Baccleuch,     • 

Chalmers*, 

Cowgate, 

Cowgatehead, 

Dairy,    • 

Dean,    . 

Fountainbridge, 

Grange, 

Greytriars',    . 

Hifi;h  Church, 

IJoIyrood, 

John  Knox's, 

Lady  Glenorchy's, 
.    M*Crie, . 
.    Mart™*, 
.    Mayfield, 

Moriiy,  . 

Momingside, . 

Newington,    • 

New  North,   , 

Pilrig,    . 

Pleasance, 

Rosebum, 

Roxburgh, 

St.  Andrew's, 

St  Bernard's, 

St.  Oolumba's, 

St  Outhbert's, 

St  David's,  (. 

St  George's,  • 

St  John%     . 

St  Luke's,    . 

St  Mary's,    . 

St  Paul's,     . 
•    St  8tei>hen*g, 

Stockbridge,  . 


Amoont 
Subscribed. 


£ 
80 
20 
100 
40 
40 
80 
18 
16 
10 
40 


«.    d. 


7    8 


838    7    a 


100 

•  •  •  • 

• 
•• 

2116*16 
100    . 
280    0 

•  •  •  •< 

20 

•• 

• 
I* 

•  •  •  • 

20 

10 

1117 

a 

■• 

• 
• 

4 
6 

266 

• 

•••  «•• 
69    4 
100    . 

2026    . 

207    . 

2200  17 

1018  19 

829  14 

6 


6. 


1148  18  6 

70    9  . 

200   .  . 

60    .  . 

•••••• 

6899  12  . 

606  18  6 

a42  .  . 

666    7  2 

100   .  . 

224  10  . 


Out^fomvc^^ 


\ 


\^J»  %   'i 


Amount  paid  for  year  to  Slst  Man 


1880. 


£    $.  d. 

9  18  6 

9  16  . 

86    8  8 


9 
7 
6 


12    1 
11    4 

6    6 
14    8    6 

2  16     . 
19    4    6 


121  12    7 


•• • ••• 

1244*16 

• 

20    . 

• 

66    7 

6 

..^... 

• 

20  '. 

•■ 

10    . 

• 

66  17 

6 

8    6 

• 

108'*6 

8 

81  14 

6 

40   . 

• 

2026*". 

• 

117    . 

• 

766    . 

• 

441    6 

• 

76    2 

• 

SfiS's 

6 

48    9 

• 

•6    2 

• 

2698  17  . 

161  17  & 

19    .  . 

899  17  2 

26    .  . 

86  19  . 


\ 


9M    4   8 


188L 


£   t.  { 

8  16 


19  U 


8    . 

11  151 

1  18 


2   7 
17   6 


69  16] 


278  6 
80  . 
11    6 


4    . 


166    8 


61    6 


6    . 
20    . 


12  . 
181  18 
812  18 

74    0 


7    . 
18   8 

10    . 


81   S 
78    . 


m  8 


198718 


OBUKCH  XXTBMBIOII  BUIUIIIia  IUKS 


..Si. 

Aniooiitp»idtory«rtoBlitM»«l.  [ 

lesa 

1881. 

Rnd  Wardi.', 
Sorth,    . 

Wy  : 

lf«r» 

ard. 

£          3.      d. 

18,608    3    7 
771-    2     . 

200"'.      . 
9    .      . 

aiio".    . 

252*10     . 

£    ,.    d. 
9321     4     S 
464  16     . 

ai's'ie   . 
6  .     . 

26"4     . 

m".    . 

£    *    d. 

1067  16    2 

M'io   . 

28"".      . 
12l'"6    6 

Totik, 

HI, 340     .     7 

10.137  19    8 

2166  11    8 

El! 

i.'- 

aigb, 

b,' 
t,  ■ 

in. 

65  &     . 

66  5     . 
100    .      . 
102    .      . 

48  10     , 
46  18    0 
70  16    . 
21    .      . 

67  .      . 

15  16     . 

26  11     . 
29  18     . 
47    .      . 

n  .     . 

46  18     , 
13    ,       . 

28  18     . 

12  18     . 
82    2    . 
1  10    . 

"b"i    . 
12    1     . 

ToUli. 

677    6    e 

216    .      . 

63  11     . 

EU 

on. 

60  18     . 
14  .      . 
80    .      . 
4    .      . 

80    4    8 

20    ,      . 
6    .      . 
27  17     . 

81     8     . 
U  11     . 

sail   9 
"i'ie   . 

27  17     . 

U  10     . 

"i".      . 
2  16     . 

"7 10     . 

Tcrtd^ 

18S  14    3 

96    2    9 

16    6     . 

Ford 
kirk, 

8    2    6 

8    .      , 
12   .     . 
16    .      . 
82  17     . 
10    .      . 
24  15     . 

6    6     . 

6    .      . 
84  la    6 

3    7    6 
2    6     . 
2    .      . 
6    .      . 
16    7     . 

1  .      . 
12  16     . 

2  11     8 

1818    6 

.  10     . 
.  10     . 

'2""'6     . 
6    .      . 
2    .      . 
4    6    . 

ToU.,        . 

162  18     . 

64    4    8 

14  11     . 

APFXKDIX  TO  REPORT  01  THR 


COSQEEOiTIOSa. 

Ammnt  i»(d  ftryiM  to  »U1  Xb 

isaa 

1881. 

Fordjrce. 

E    t.    d. 

£    (.    d. 

£   1. 

Bmff,        .        .        .        .        - 

SI  16    6 

-Jl  15   -6 

Bojndie, 

10    .      . 

10     .     . 

Cullen, 

16     .     . 

6    4     . 

4  16 

Deskford, 

Eoiie, 

6     .     . 

2     .      . 

Fordjoe, 

OrfiquhUl 

10     .     . 

Portwj 

Forfar, 

20     .     , 



■4   . 

104  16    fl 

88  19    6 

■  ID  10 

Aberlemao,       .       .       .       • 

Forfar— FirrtChorch, 

KiuDflttles 

SoQlh 

■41    2  .8 

7  18     . 

*18 

ToUl.,        . 
Forru, 

ai  .2   6 

7rl8         . 

6-18 

D«ll^      .... 

28   .     . 

82    .      . 

EdiukiUie, 

R48brd,    . 

31    .      6 

8  18     . 

0«ioch. 

229  13     . 

8  18     . 

-.... 

2    .      . 

10  .      . 

11  le  . 

-2    .      . 
2   .     . 
4  16    . 

,  . 

3   . 

in^r* 

IHTBHlrie,            .          .         .          . 

Kemniy, 

26.  IB     . 

' 14  10    . 

Sll 

2  10     . 

2  10    . 

S    8    « 

-8    8    0 

B.JI"., 

ToULi,        . 
.GImjow. 

18  17     . 

5  10    6 



112    8  .6 

72    8     . 

■  «U 



.30  .     . 

cthilrt; :    :  .:    ; 

Ovryfbnrud, 

ao..  ,. 

4   .      . 

4  . 

xxxin. 
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CONOBEQATIONS. 

Amoimt 

Amoimt  paid  for  year  to  Slat  March 

Subscribed. 

1880. 

1881. 

£    8.   d. 

£    «.    dL 

£    8.   d. 

brought  Ibrward, 

20    .      . 

4    .      . 

4    .      . 

Chiystoo, 

20    .      . 

12    .      . 

8  10     . 

Cumbernaiild,    ... 

20    .      . 

4    .      . 

4    .      . 

Glasgow — AndantoD, 

60    .      . 

20    .      . 

Aigyll, 

Augustine,    ... 

.30    .      . 

Barony, 

..*«.. 

Barrowfield,  .        .        . 

••»«.. 

Blochaini,      ,        .        .      .. 

108   .      . 

Bridgegate, 

-  •*. ... 

Bridgeton,     •        .        .        . 

86   ,      . 

6    .      . 

6    .      . 

Broomielaw, 

Buchanan  Memorial, 

Campbell  Street,  . .        .      .. 
CandlislL  Memorial, 

...  %%jt 

..*••• 

•  •• *•• 

^•f #.. 

Chalmers',   .  • 

... ... 

•  ••• ••• 

College  Chnrqli,   . . 

6801    .      . 

1418  10    . 

4448    4      . 

Cowcaddens, 

Cranatonhill, 

.*  ■*.. 

•• • ••• 

CuBBinghun, 

16    .      . 

7iio    . 

7  10    . 

Dennistoun,  ... 

•«. ... 

Duke  Street 

East  Park,    .        .        .        . 

•M... 

Fairbaim,      • 

•*.**. 

•...«• 

Finnieston,    . 

160    .      . 

60..      . 

Gh>rbals,        .       .... 

•••.»•• 

*••... 

».. «•• 

GreattHamilton  Street, 

.766..      . 

689    .      , 

6    .      . 

Hope  Street, 

*•»*«. 

Hutchesontown,   .. 

..••«• 

John  Knox*!, 

1016    .      . 

.218    .      . 

102    .      . 

Kelyinside,  •  t      . . 

8817.19  .. 

888    7    6 

769  18    9 

Kingston,       •        .        .        . 

... ..f 

KinninePark,                .      .. 
LondoirBoad, 

•  •*.•.. 

I^otf-^treet  Church, 
Macdonald  Church, 

•  ••• ... 

26  .      . 

Hartyrs', 

■«.. ... 

*.•••. 

Marjiiill,       ... 

60..    .. 

1*4  17  10 

11    1    8 

Miltonj^ 

*  •••«•• 

North  Woodside, 

•••«.. 

•  ••««• 

Paisley  Road, 
Pollockshields,       

'*  •••»*• 

.*• ... 

Qneen's'Park, 

:«86    .     .. 

•«««  ••• 

204  10    . 

Benfield, 

848  16    6 

681    4    6 

74    8     . 

Renwick,       ;               .      .. 

JOO..      . 

Rose  Street  Territorial,  . 

.     «  K  «    «  «  A 

• • • ... 

... ... 

St.  Andrew's, 

-252    .      . 

126    .      . 

82  10     . 

StDarid'a, 

150    .      . 

20    .      . 

4    .      . 

St.  Enoch's,  . 

166    .      . 

86    .      . 

26    .      . 

St.  George's,. 

1674    .     3 

667    6    7 

86  12    8 

St.  George's:  Road, 

60    /     . 

20    .      . 

•    16    .      . 

St.  James's,  ... 

260    .      , 

260    .      . 

St.  John's,     .        . 

1886  12    . 

280    .      . 

272    .      . 

St  Luke's,    .        .        .        . 

2  10    7 

2  10    7 

St.  Mark's,    .        .        .        . 
Cany  forward. 

17,690  18    4 

5098    7     . 

6084  11    1 
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mm. 


Amoiint 

Amount  paid  for  year  to  Slit  Muck 

CONG  REG  ATION  o. 

Subscribed. 

188a 

188L 

£    «.   d. 

£    «.    d. 

£    «.  (f. ' 

Brought  forward,     17,690  18    4 

6098    7     . 

6084  11    1 1 

St  Matthew's, 

840    .      . 

228    .      . 

8    .    .  1 

St,  Paurs,      . 

St  Peter's,     . 

736    1     . 

264    1     . 

114    .    . 

St.  Stephen's, 

866  12     . 

88    .      6 

69    I  6 

SighthiU,       . 

Stockwell, 

86  16     . 

20    .      . 

TollcrosB, 

••• ••• 

Trinity, 

Tron 

.       1000    .      . 

140    .      . 

Union 

.         736    .      . 

40    .    . 

Victoria, 

Wellpark,       . 

•  •••*« 

West    . 

120    .      . 

20    .      . 

Si  .  . 

Westboume,  . 

200    .     . 

40     .     . 

40      a      . 

Whitevale,     . 

Wynd,  .... 

Yoong  Street, 

89    .      . 

20    .      . 

2    .    . 

Qovan— First  Charge, 

St  Columba's, 

St  Mary's,    . 

669   .      . 

106    .      . 

6    .    . 

Billhead,  .... 

Kilsyth,    «... 

Kirkintilloch — St.  Andrew 

'8 

St  David's,    . 

62  10    . 

10    .      . 

Millerstone, 

... ... 

Partick— First  Charge, 

•               •                      ••»*•• 

Dowanvale,    . 

High  Church, 

Rutherglen — First  Chai^, 

I   .      . 

i   .     . 

£ast  Church, 

200    .      . 

200    .      . 

Shettlestone, 

6  10     . 

6  10     . 

Whiteinch, 

ToUls 
Greenock. 

a..... 

.    21,982    7    4. 

6286  18    6 

6888  14  : 

Cnmhrae,  . 

.        .             a  10     . 

6  10     . 

•■..•• 

Erskine,    . 

•••••• 

Fairlie, 

t        •           ... ... 

••• ••« 

...... 

Gk>iirock,  . 

.        .           20  10     . 

4    .      . 

410   . 

Greenock — Crawfordsbum 

...a*. 

Qaelic,           .        • 

•a. ..a 

MartTrs*, 
Middle, 

•        .           ..•••• 

••• a.. 

.        .         260  .      . 

110   .      . 

76    .    . 

Mount  Park, 

•■.••• 

•••••a 

North  Church, 

.       .           20   .      . 

4    .      . 

4    .    . 

St  Andrew's, 

t        .           **.^». 

St.  Thomas', .        . 

.        .         192   .      .. 

ia»  .    . 

tt    .    . 

Wellpark,      . 

*                 •                         .....a 

aaa ... 

West,    . 

.        .         290  .      . 

200   •      ^ 

a.«a«a 

laverkip,  . 

•           •»..•• 

.•...a 

Largs,       • 
Poi^Glasgow — Hamilton, 

•        .           ••■..» 

•a.aat 

•           •••... 

•WIM* 

Newark, 

.      6    . 

.      6    . 

tmtw— 

West  Choroh, 

Totals 

•••••• 

-.- 

770    6    . 

6M16    . 

I7i»  . 

\ 

• 

I. 
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CONOREGATIONa 


iddington  and  Dunbar. 

bnniBpath, 
ton,    . 

w^    •        .        • 

aid,    . 

lington— St.  John's, 

ibie,   •        • 

rwick,        » 

h  Berwick, 

aitland, 

X>nkirk, 

U)npans, 

*n,      • 

ent,    . 

9r,      . 


Totals, 

Hamilton 

rie — ^Broomknoll, 
aham  Street, 
gh,    . 
Mt,    . 
ieston, 
hill,    . 
tyre,  . 
well,  • 
jofllanff, 
basnetnan, 
elhall, 
«lton, 

3ridge — ^Eaat, 
ddle,. 
est,  . 
nd,  . 
el,  . 
Kilbride, 
Dgairs, 

Qton — Bumbank 
John's, 
town, 
baU,  . 

a.      • 
ihouse, 

haTen, 

ngston. 

Bet,    • 

aw,   . 


Totals, 
Inveiaray* 


ihaig, 

artin, 
Kneaidey 


Carrj  forward, 


Amoant 
Subscribed. 


£    8,    d, 

10    .      . 


868    8  . 

■  •• •  •  « 

202  12  6 

10    .  . 


6  . 
20  . 
521  6 
20  . 
16  . 
67  10 
12  11 


1282  2  6 


10  . 
10  . 
10  . 
2  10 
20  . 


898  16  6 


52  10 
20  . 


70  8 
20  . 


Amount  paid  for  year  to  Slst  March 


1880. 

£«. 
2    . 

d, 

• 

184*"2 

• 

108  10 

8    7 

* 
6 

520  . 

297  16 
88-  6 
28  . 


20  . 
24  16 


1687  14  6 


16  . 
40  . 
10  . 
10  . 

76  . 


8  . 

121  . 

4  . 

8  . 


2  11 


881  10  6 


6  . 
2  . 
1  10 
9  . 


161  10 
21*". 


18  . 


100  .  . 

20  .  . 

10  8  9 

10  2  . 


7  19  , 


861  4  9 


8  .  . 

26  9  4 

T".  . 

84  9  4 


1881. 


£   «.  d. 


82  8  6 


81  7  . 
.   4  . 


10  0 


8  0  0 


2  . 


69  14  6 


2  10 
2  . 
1  . 


110  6  . 
io  10  0 


100.  . 
20  . 
9  9 
4'. 


9  18 


•  .•••• 


269  18  0 


6  4  . 


6  4  , 


\ 
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APPBNDIZ  TO  &BPOET  OF  THE 


una 


AiBomat 
BuUcritod. 

Amount  paid  for  ye«r  to  Slit  Ibrcb 

C0N0BEGATI0N8. 

188a 

188L 

£    €.    d. 

£     M.  tL 

£   s.  d. 

iBroaght  forward, 

76    .      . 

84    9    4 

5   4   . 

Lochgilphead — ^First  Church,    • 

20   .      . 

17    .      . 

Martyrs ,        •        •        •      -  • 
North  Knapdale, 

66    6    . 
30    .      . 

16    4     . 

A*—m 

Tarbert,    .       .       .       .       . 

Totals, 

••••■• 

.181    6    . 

67  18    A 

6   4   . 

Dayiot,     •       .        . 

20    .      . 

»*•«•• 

•«•••• 

Dores, 

20    .      . 

2    «    7 

•*•««• 

iDTemesa — East, 

60   .      . 

10    .      . 

High,    . 

£00    .      . 

88    2    . 

•■•'«•• 

North,    • 

60    .      . 

•••  •«• 

.12  .    . 

Qaasn  Street, 

26    .      . 

West  Charge, 

1       >       • 

16    ,      . 

Kiltarlity, 

•      ■  • 

41    .      . 

•4    .      . 

Kirkhill,  .        .        . 

26    .      . 

6    •     •• 

wm»— 

Moy,         • 

Petty, 

•  «••••• 

Stratherrick, 

*••  ••• 

•  ••■*• 

Strathglass, . 

««••«• 

•••««• 

Totals, 

rirroe. 

666    .     .. 

64    6    7 

12   . 

Ardrostan,       .       .        .       . 

1    .      . 

1    .      . 

Beith,       . 

60   .      . 

16    .      . 

i  .  . 

Catrine,    • 

■  •«•••• 

Dairy, 
Darrel,    •• 

•      ■  • 

Dunlop.    . 
Fenwick,  . 

•20   .      . 

4    .      . 

A  .    . 

•  ••  r«« 

•«•••■ 

GalstoD,    • 

18    9    . 

18    9    . 

Hurlford,  • 

, 

•••••• 

Lriue,      •        •        . 

V^   .      . 

48  12    . 

»19   . 

Do.,  FtllartoD, 

'222    6    . 

181  11     . 

:61  18   . 

Kilbimie, . 

6   .      . 

•1    .      . 

•••••• 

Do.,     WestChntch,    . 

Kilmarnock — Gnuigft, 

•41    .      . 

9    .      , 

8  .    . 

Henderson,    .        .        .        . 

••• ••• 

•  S>M« 

High  Chorcb, 

680    .      . 

620    .      . 

—  .M 

Martyrs', 
St  Andrew's, 

18  18   -. 

18  lis  .. 

• 

■                       •     ■                             m 

66    .    ., 

K    .      , 

Ejlmaurs,  • 

•                       •    •                            • 

1          •••••■ 

•••••• 

•••••* 

lolwfnntng, 

"W   .      . 

80   .    .. 

■—•M 

Loudonn,  . 

•  ••••• 

MauchKne, 

20   .     . 

6    . 

^        .            . 

Mairkirk,  • 

•••••• 

•••••• 

PercatOD,  • 

•                  •               -  m 

vva ••• 

•••••• 

Saltcoats,  .       •      . 

9                       • 

10   .    .. 

413  ^ 

8  14  . 

Do.,     ChMlio, 

•••••• 

•••••• 

••■••  • 

Stevenston, 

• 

•••••• 

•»— 

StewartoD, 

■ 

•••••■ 

Wert  KObride, . 

86   .     • 

■ 

• 

^StAiU, 

[     VXilM  .. 

816    S    . 

imu  . 

\ 

x 

OHUBOH  IZTSNnOM  BUILDnfl  TOIS  OOmtlTTXX. 


CtmfiHBOlTIONa. 


ick-First  Charge, 
(It  Port,    . 

Totals, 

Cmcardine  O'NeiL 

tor,    '. 

hai^-TernaTi, 


It  puid  far  yrmt  to  Slit  Muoh 


30 

APPS!n>IX  TO  KKPOKT  < 

or  THX 

xxmL 

An: — t 

Aavsjai  paid  for  ftar  to  31j£  Mirch  , 

C0XGBEGAT1053. 

laaa 

188L        i 

£     M.     d. 

£    s. 

dL 

1 

£     IL    d. 

Covdenl)eatb,    .... 

4   ,      . 

•«•  ••• 

...... 

Fossawaj, . 

•                   •                   * 

24    7     . 

24    7 

• 

•««  «•• 

1 

Kfelij, 

*                   •                   • 

...... 

«••  •*« 

,  ..M         ' 

KinroM,     • 

■                   •                   • 

15    .      . 

13  14 

6 

!            ...... 

Lawodi<^,  . 

-• 

... ... 

»•• •«• 

......          1 

Orwell,       . 

p                   •                   • 

12  10    6 

12  10 

6 

1                                    M.M. 

Portmoak, . 

•                   «                   • 

4    4    6 

4    4 

6 

• 

Stnthmiglo, 

13   ,      . 

9    2 

6 

1          .     10    . 

1 

Totals, 
Kintfre. 

73    2     . 

63  19 

. 

.     10    . 

Campbeltown — ^Lochend,  • 

127    8     . 

88    . 

a 

...... 

Lorn  Street,            ... 

540    .      . 

.    107    5 

. 

...... 

Kilberrj,  • 

t                -m                   • 

6   .      . 

1  10 

. 

...  ... 

Kilbride,   . 

••«  »•• 

...... 

Ki'lcalmonell,     . 

8    .      . 

8    . 

. 

...  ... 

Killean,     . 

....a. 

...... 

...  .M 

Kilmorj',  . 

82  10     . 

7    6 

6 

Locbranza, 

88    7     . 

...... 

4     .    . 

Shiikan,    . 

•                 «                  . 

8  10    . 

8  10 

• 

•»•  ••• 

Whiting  Bay,   . 

>                  •                  . 

10   .      . 

10   • 

• 

mmw  — 

Tetahi, 
iCfkcaldy. 

755  10    . 

165  11 

6 

4    .    . 

BackbaTen,       .... 

5  - 

.*.... 

Bomtiiland, 

■•                   • 

81    4    5 

28  14 

5 

i  5  . 

Dytart,     . 

80   .      . 

2    1 

a 

1  10   6 

Eait  Wemyss, 

..* ... 

Galatown, 

2    2    . 

2    2 

. 

Kennoway, 

Kingbom, 

60  10    . 

12    2 

. 

20     .    J 

Kinglaasie, 

11    2    . 

8    2 

. 

.    12   3 

Kirkcaldy, 

*»•••• 

AbboUball, 

Dannikier, 

io  .     . 

6    . 

« 

••«  ••• 

InTerttel,  • 

28    . 

Patbbead, 

•                 -.                  • 

85    7    . 

22    5    . 

Leslie, 

••a ••• 

Leyen, 

65  10     . 

48    . 

a 

7  10    . 

Locbgelly, 
Bfarkincb, 

50  .      . 

51  12    . 

50   . 
45  12 

.....a 

2    .    . 

1 

1 

Totals, 
ICikcndbrigfat 

425    7    5 

187  18 

5 

56    2   9 

Ancbencaim,    .... 

25    .      . 

5   . 

• 

10   .   . 

Balmagbie,        .        .        .       « 

...  a.. 

Castie-bonglas, 

9  10    . 

iio 

• 

126    .      . 

122   • 

• 

...... 

Do.,    Macmillan,    . 

20   ,      . 

4    . 

a 

4    .    . 

Olrtboo, 

80  10    . 

28  10 

a 

7    .    . 

Glenkens, 

10    7    6 

10    7 

6 

•••..a 

Kirkcndbrigbt, 

151  12    6 

45  10 

6 

26  10   6, 

Tongland,         .... 

Totals, 

.aaaaa 

-J 

378      a       a 

219  18 

• 

47  10    6  ! 

I 

omiROH  xxmiaioN  BuiLsiHa  f  ukd  couuhtki. 


A 

Amoaat  pud  for  j«r  to  3Ut  lUrcIi 

IXMrOREts^Juna. 

1880. 

1B81. 

i 

B  Water 
etc., 

mgow, 

uk. 

£      M.      d. 

11  11    . 

86    e    6 

"5".      . 

66    .      . 

21     7    6 

86  44     . 
191  IB    6 
160    .      . 

.       6     . 

..... 

6  11     . 
14  17    6 

26*".      , 
8  la     . 

7  8    6 
70  16    B 

£    >.    d. 

5    .      . 

1019    9 
2  14     . 

85  "o    6 
21     7    6 

TotalB. 

617    2    6 

128    9    9 

75  10    9 

w«j— Fi 
8e 

vis. 

«tCh 
■and 

?^ 

■e,      . 

26 
30 
SO 
26 
100 
CD 
16 
SO 
100 
102 

0    '. 

"i"'.    . 

8    .      . 

so".    . 

6    .      . 
10    ,      . 
15   .      . 

"e".     . 

5  6     . 

6  .      . 
60    .      . 
10    .      . 

8    .      . 
10    .      . 
16    .      . 

6    .      . 

T0t4l«,             . 

517    9     . 

64    .      . 

110    6     . 

Linlitt 

>le. 

.rd, 

lid,- 

^Inonth, 

11,   . 
ton, 

EOD, 

gow, 
stone, 

s, 

balder, 
ifii. 

gow 

18    .      , 
80    .      . 

86"'.      . 

.  10     . 

ns   2   4 

w".    . 

130   .     . 

18619    . 

27  10     . 
174  16    6 

12    .      . 

23    .      , 

20    .      . 

86    8     . 

26  10     . 

20    .      . 
8    «     . 

"6*".      . 
46  17     . 
88"'2    4 

35  ".      . 

86  15     . 
32    .      . 

'«"g    . 

9    6     . 
10    9    6 

7    B     . 
10    .      . 

4    .      . 

8    ,      . 

ii'e   . 
.  10   . 
20  .    . 

12".    . 
so  .    . 

"VlB     . 
24    6    8 

i'ia  6 
"i".    . 

8    6    . 

TulaU, 

968  .     10 

288  19  10 

Ill  18    . 

LochcwTon. 

h,    '      !       .'       ' 
,b,         ... 

10    .      . 
26    .     . 
40   .      . 

S    .      . 
10    .      . 
20    .      . 

26",    . 

Cu 

Tjfo. 

rw«d 

76    .     . 

86    .      . 

22    .      . 

AFPBfDIZ  TO  KEPO&r  Of  TKl 


4b™.1  pdd  tor  7»r  to  «« lUnk 

BubKclbsd. 

i88a 

lasL 

£   t.  d. 

£    i.  i. 

BroEghtfci 

■w«d,           76    .      . 

G!»neW,            ,       °. 

LochiJnh, 

10    .      . 

10    ,      . 

Plockton, 

10    .      . 

Pooleve, 

30    .      . 

10    .      . 

ToUk 
LockerMe. 



1T6    .      . 

59    .       . 

27    .     .[ 

1 

Abdm,      . 

.„  — 





C^tnonbie, 

40  10     . 

Halfinorton,       . 

Kirkpatrlck-FIoming, 



G    2    S 

Moffkl,      .        .        . 

Tot>]i 

Lorn. 

m   8   8 

7718     . 

26  n  t 

! 

i&^,   :    : 

11    2    . 

7  10     . 

.    18    . 

KilbiMdnn,      .       . 

MnckuTD, 

M    .     . 

OUn,        .        .        . 

TobU, 

Meigle. 

IIG    4    6 

19    2    6 

27  IB    . 

Airlle,       .        .        . 

AlTth,       .        .        . 

100    .      . 

61  16     . 

•  M   . 

4S  19    7 

26    7    7- 

T  14   . 

&rap.r.AnRa^ 
Cr»y. 



IS  12    « 

»    8-    . 

"14  a 

Mriele,      .        .        . 

B*ttnj,    . 

ToUli 

1  .  . 

266  17    2 

XU    8    8 

nn  1 

OHVKOB  UTIKSIO!!  BDILDINQ  I 


Anumiit 
Subgtuibed. 

1880. 

ISftL 

Unll. 

£    «.    d. 

21     2    6 

7  16    . 

10    .      . 
&    5     . 

l"l     . 

"i"'l    , 

1  mnd  Bou,  . 

yen.    . 

Otlan, 

65  15     . 

66  16    . 



M«;  uid  SiJoD, 

«,      . 





ToUlx, 

lis    2    6 

65  11     . 

1    1     . 

Nairn. 

25    .      . 

<.™«;,    .    .    .    . 

28  n    , 

26  11     . 

le«ni 

27    1     . 

27    1     . 

■dor 

26    .      . 

16    2     . 

20    .      . 

1  10     . 

T> 

Wi    6    S 

68  il     9 

26    7    2 

Totala,        . 

292  18    3 

167    6    8 

26  17    2 

Orkner- 

mr,      .       . 

42  12    e 

42  IS    e 
7    .      . 



22    .      . 

".'." 

h,      '.       . 

18    .      . 

2  IS     . 

58    2    e 

50    8    B 

8    0     . 

8  15     . 

5  15    4 

1     .     . 

9  10  10 

6  13     , 

1     .     . 

37    6     . 

8    .      . 

6  15    . 

15    .      . 

8    .      . 

1    6    e 

10    .      . 

9    6    8 

10    .      . 

10    .      . 

15  16     . 

th  Rraddabtj, 

12  12     . 
40    .      . 

12  12     . 
28  10     . 

1!!! 

TuUl«, 

826  13  10 

287    7     7 

16      .      6 

Pmaky. 

:l«!»d 

lB«ofWeir, 

istone, 

10   .      . 

io  .    . 

5    .      . 

4     .     . 

l«»-G«elio. 
igt  Cbarcb, 

20  16    . 

la':   : 

'IZ 

::;::; 

Cu 

Tjfo 

warf, 

SO  16     . 

19    S    6 

4     .     . 

JlPnHfflZ  TO  UPOBT  or  THB 


An,™nt 

Amoimt  paid  for 

^tKlolWHutl. 

1880. 

laau 

X    *.    d. 

60  16    . 

19    6    6 

4   .      . 

Oakshnw 

South,   .        . 

St.  Qoorge's, 

690    .      . 

118    .       . 

27    .      . 

We-t.    .        . 

Henfrew,   . 

14  15     . 

14  16     . 

ToUU, 
Penpoflt. 

666  10     . 

152    1     6 

81    .      . 

6    .       . 

1    .     . 

Duirisdecr, 

2    2     . 

Glencnira, 

PenpoDl,   . 

C6    e    . 

14    .      . 

19    .     6 

Do.       We»t, . 

S.nqnh»r,  .         . 

78    i     . 

67  16    8 







Tolds,         . 

Perth. 

146  a  . 

91    2    3 

22  10   6 

Abemelhy 

16    .      . 

8    4     . 



Dambuner, 

Foresnclanuj,     . 

80    .      . 

"e".     . 

■«    .     . 

LDgiealmoiid,    . 

10  .    e 

6    .      . 

Perth— Knoi'B. 

21    7    . 

9    S     . 

1    .     . 

Middle,  . 

295  16    6 

lie  16  e 

26    .     . 

132  16     . 

42  16     . 

80    .     . 

100    .      . 

we.t, .    : 

Pitounigroeii,   . 

160    .       . 

BtuJer,    . 

30    .      . 

6    .      . 

TuUk, 
SeUdric 

1236    8     . 

800  a   . 

206   .     1 

Aibkirk, 

Bo«den,    ... 

SO    .      . 

too  .     . 
79    .      . 

18  16     . 

i'l'io  . 

S  10    . 

HI    .     . 
16   .      . 

10  .    . 

BL  Bmwi11'> 

2d'i9     . 

is'i   . 

.™ 

TotaLi,        . 

BBfi    D     . 

MT  a  a 

116   3   . 

\                          1 

xxznr. 


CHUROH  SZT1N8I0N  BUILDING  YUND  OOMMITTBB. 
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^^^^^.m^mw^mm^m   a  HtW^VMiS 

Amoant 

Amount  paid  for  year  to  Slat  March 

OONORBGATIONa. 

BuUcilbed. 

1880. 

1881. 

Shetland. 

£    «.    d. 

£    $. 

d. 

£    9.   d. 

Conningsburgh, 

6    .      . 

2    . 

• 

• • t ••• 

Delting,    . 

• 

.    18    3 

.    18 

8 

DanrosBneas, 

•               * 

5    5     . 

2    6 

• 

i  .    . 

Fetlar,       . 

• 

Lerwick,   . 

»                •               • 

anBt,        .        . 

•               • 

••  ••• 

Walla,       . 

•               • 

»               •                • 

6    .      . 

1  10 

■ 

i  10   . 

3fell 

»               •               • 

•  a*  tm 

TotalB, 
Skyeand  Uist 

16    8    8 

6  18 

8 

2  10    . 

Bracadale,         •        .        •        . 

10   .      . 

2    . 

• 

4    .      . 

Carinish.  .        •        < 

6    .      . 

1    . 

• 

DoiriiiiaD, . 

10    .      . 

2  18 

• 

Harris,      • 

Kilmair,    . 

15    .      . 

7    . 

• 

North  Uist,       . 

6    .      . 

Portree,     • 

26    .      . 

Raasay,     . 

6    .      . 

i  . 

• 

i  .    . 

Sleat, 

8  16     . 

Snizort,     .        .        , 

16    .      . 

b  10 

• 

2  10     . 

South  Uist, 

60    .      . 

60    . 

•  J 

Strath,      . 

Tarbert,    • 

Totals, 
St  Andrews. 

148  16    . 

72    8 

• 

7  10    . 

ADstruther,       .        .        •        . 

62    2    6 

18    4 

6 

14  17    6 

Cambee,    • 

20  11    6 

18  16 

6 

4    6    6 

Crail,        .        .        , 

10    .      . 

2  10 

• 

2    .      . 

Elie, . 

12    2     . 

4    2 

• 

8    .      . 

Fenypori-oii-Craig,   , 

77    6     . 

Largo, 

6  10     . 

•••••• 

Leachars,  • 

86    .      . 

28  16 

• 

20    1     . 

Newport,  • 
SU  Andrews,     • 

168    .      . 

78    . 

• 

24    .      . 

246    6     . 

106  16 

• 

86    .      . 

St  Mooaooe,     • 

60    .      . 

60    . 

• 

Strathkinness,  . 

10    .      . 

2    8 

• 

2    .      . 

Totals, 
Stirling. 

748  17    . 

298  11 

• 

Ill    5     . 

Alloa— East,     .       •       .        . 

20    .      . 

West,    . 

80    .      . 

U    9 

6 

Alva, 

26    .      . 

••• ••• 

Bannockbiim,   . 

80  14    . 

80  14 

• 

CambusbarroD,  • 

■•••••• 

Clackmannan,   • 

10    .      . 

•••  ••• 

Dennjy 

86  16     . 

18    7 

• 

8    6    6 

Dollar,      •        • 

Donipaoe,  • 

80    .      . 

28    1 

• 

Gar 

ry  forward, 

182    9     . 

82  11 

6 

8    6    6 

36 


APPSKDIX  TO  BXPOBT  Of  TBI 


xxznL 


Amount 
BnlwcrilMd. 

Amount  paid  for  j«ar  to  Slst  Marcfa 

CONGREGATIONS. 

188a 

188L 

£    «. 

d. 

£    «.    dL 

£    a.   if. 

BroQgbt  forward  J        182    9 

• 

82    11    6 

8    6    6 

Larbert,    .... 

26    . 

• 

••• ••• 

St  Kiiiian*B,     • 

23    . 

• 

7    6  11 

i  16  . 

StirliDff — Craigs, 
North,   • 

20    . 
646    6 

• 
• 

10    8     . 
88    7    . 

o40     • 

South,    .        • 

171  10 

• 

46  14    . 

West,    . 

"*"2^ 

TulKbody, 

2    8 

• 

.    18     . 

.     9    . 

Totals 
Stramen 

969  12 

• 

184  10    6 

894    8    6 

Caimiyan, 

.        .             7  10 

7  10    . 

Glenluce,  • 

116    . 

17    .      . 

2    .     . 

Inch, 

3    6 

8    6    . 

Kirkcolm, . 

6     . 

*«••«• 

6     .     . 

Kirkmaiden, 

118    6 

2 

24    4    8 

Leswalt,    . 

66  10 

26    .     6 

6  10    6 

Nowluce,   . 

26    . 

• 

10    .      . 

16     .     . 

Portpatrick, 

40  16 

6 

22    2    7 

7    16 

SheuchaD, . 

.        .           28    . 

6  10    . 

Stoneykirk, 

10    . 

••• •>■ 

••• »•• 

Stranraer,  • 

*• 

182    2 

6 

49  12     . 

20  18    . 

Totals 
Stnthbogie. 

661  11 

2 

166    6    9 

66    6    . 

Bellie, 

67     6 

• 

•••  ••• 

Botri^hnie, 
Gaimie,     • 

6    . 

• 

2    .      . 

••* ••• 

GartJy,      .        . 

i 

Ghus, 

&    . 

• 

6    .      . 

•••  ••  ■ 

Grrange,     . 

< 

16  11 

6 

HaDtlj,     • 

< 

.        .           88    . 

6 

is   8  10 

'S    8    . 

Keith,        . 

80    1 

6 

• 

17  11    . 

New  Mamoch,  . 

i       1 

68    8 

• 

10    6    . 

Bothiemay, 

1                         4 

12    7 

6 

12    7    6 

1 
J 

Totals, 

TaiiL 

,        .         217  14 

• 

48    1    4 

22  14    .  ! 

Groick,      •       •        .        « 

.       .           14  17 

6 

2  19    6 

2  19    6 

Edderton, . 

t 

80    . 

10    6    . 

8  10    . 

Feam, 

t 

1 

76   . 

18    2    . 

•••••• 

InyergordoD, 

t                         1 

• 

(       •           •«•••• 

»  ••%••• 

Kilmnir-Easter, . 

1                  a 

40    . 

••■ ••• 

RiDcardine, 

66    . 

16    7    6 

H    7    . 

Logie-Easter,    . 

80    . 

7    .      . 

•«••••        1 

^igg. 

1                a 

40   . 

12    •    .  ' 

Boaakeen, . 

< 

108  18 

6 

68    7    2 

19    8    . 

Tain,         .        . 

190    . 

•••••• 

Tarbati     . 

82   . 

.  vMaM 

Totals, 

676  11 

• 

107    1    2 

67    4   6 

1                          1 

TTTffr.  oBnntoE  ixnmnoii  BuiufAd^iiD  oomarTSB. 


87 


^^^vp^  ^  m^  A  iiw.^^o 

Amoimt 

Amoimt  paid  for  year  to  Slat  March 

OOBiGBBQATIONB. 

Babaeribed. 

1880. 

1881. 

Tongme. 

£    8.   d. 

£   $.  d. 

£    $.   d. 

Altnahan*,        .        .        .        . 

20    .      . 

10    .     . 

Duniesi, 

82    .      . 

ib  .    . 

EdrachiUifl,        .        .        .        . 

^  18     . 

6  .     . 

2     .     . 

Fair, 

••«  ••• 

Kinlocfabenrie,  .        .        •        . 

80    .      . 

••• •«• 

Melneu, 

4  10    . 

4  10    . 

Strath/, 

81  14    . 

16    6    . 

8  10    . 

Tongue, 

ToUb, 
Tvniff. 

6  14    . 

6  14     . 

207  11     . 

42  10    . 

16  10    . 

Anchterlefls,      .       •        •        . 

1  10    . 

••• ••* 

BnimbUdet       •        .        •        • 

Foiglen, 

6    •     . 

•••  ••• 

Fori^pe, 

6    .     8 

6   .     8 

F^Oj 

6     .     . 

Gamne, 

Maodaff, 

ii    1    . 

4    8    « 

Montqahitter,    •        .        •        . 
Tmrifi^      •       •       •       .        . 

ToUk, 

6    7    8 

6    7    8 

26  18    6 

* 

16  10    . 

8  14    6 

60  12  10 

81    6  10 

8  14    6 

Newton-Btewart, 

81    .      . 

17   .      . 

.•••■• 

Do.         Prinoes  Street,   . 

11  12    6 

8    2    « 

2    2    6 

Port-Wmiam,    .        .        .        . 

2  16    . 

Sorbie, 

78  12    . 

20    9    « 

i  11    . 

Whithorn, 

20  10    . 

4  10    . 

Whithorn,  Me  of,     .        .        . 

86  17    6 

16  18    « 

4  17    6 

Wigtown 

Totals, 

60    2    6 

286    9    6 

60  16    6 

11  11    . 

1 
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Amssmx  TO  bbpobt  or  tbb 


ixxm. 


ABSTRACT. 


FRBSBTTERIEa 


AberdeeD, . 

Aberloor,  . 

Abemethj, 

Abertarff,  • 

Alford,      . 

Arbroath,  . 

Anchterardtr,    . 

Ayr, . 

Biggar  and  Peebles, 

Breadalbane, 

Brecbin,    . 

CaitbneM, . 

ChaooDiy, . 

Capar. 

Dalkeitb,  . 

Deer, 

Dingwall, 

Domocb, 

Dnmbarton, 

Dnmfries, 

Dunblane,  • 

Dundee,    .        • 

Dunfermline,     . 

Dnnkeld, 

Danoon, 

Dunse  and  Cbimnde, 

Edinburgh, 

Elgin,        .        . 

Ellon, 

Fordoan,  .        • 

Fordyce,  • 

Forfar, 

Forres,       •        • 

Gariooh,    •        • 

Glasgow,  • 

Greenock,  . 

Haddington  and  Donbar, 

Hamilton, .        • 

Inveraiy,  . 

Inverness,         • 

Tnrine,       •        • 

Islajr, 
Jedburgh, 
Kelso, 

Kincardine  O'Neil, 
Kinross,    . 
Kintyre,    • 
Kirkcaldy, 
Kirkcudbright,  • 
Lanark,    • 


i^  mount 
Saboeribfld. 


Garry  forward, 


£ 

1666 

20 

28 

67 

20 

1024 

1182 

771 

686 

223 

677 

679 

401 

482 

1868 

680 

446- 

867 

18.062 

276 

467 

6849 

874 

202 

868 

888 

21,840 

677 

188 

162 

104 

81 

229 

112 

21,982 

779 

1282 

1687 

181 

666 

1281 

6 

186 

864 

218 

78 

766 

426 

878 

617 


f.  d. 

6  4 
•  • 
8  6 
4 

7  6 
6  . 

14  10 

2  6 

6  11 

18  8 

16  6 
4  9 

8  . 

17  6 

16  4 
4  . 

10  . 

10  6 

6  . 

19  6 

17  6 
6  7 


Amoant  paid  for  yesr  to  Slit  Muth 


1 
1 

7 


8 


8 

.  7 

8  6 

14  8 

18  . 

16  6 

2  6 

18  . 

8  6 

7  4 

6  . 

2  6 

14  6 

6  . 


12 

8 

• 

6 
16 

2 
10 

7 


6 


6 
6 


188a 


86,604  8  6 


£ 

683 
4 
7 

14 
6 
407 
409 
197 
207 
183 
247 
247 

61 
117 
602 
128 

80 

100 

2395 

68 
201 
229 
177 

91 

144 

121 

10,187 

216 

96 

64 

88 
7 
8 

72 

6286 

684 

881 

861 

67 

64 

846 

6 

14 
294 
149 

68 
166 
187 
219 
128 


f.  tL 

16  10 

•  • 

8  6 

4  . 

1  6 

18  6 

18  4 

18  2 
8  11 

7  8 

8  6 
6  8 

10  . 

19  . 
16  8 

6  6 

10  . 

19  . 

6  6 

14  6 

10  . 

4  6 

9  7 

1  9 
19  6 
12  7 
19  8 

•  • 

2  9 
4  8 

19  6 

18  , 

18  . 

8  . 

18  6 

16  . 

10  6 

4  9 


188L 


18 

6 

8 

8 

10 

6 

12 

19 

11 

18 

18 

9 


4 
7 


6 
6 

• 
6 
6 


27,266  17  2 


£   t.  I 

167  16  . 

4  .  . 

8  .  . 

7  10  . 

8  8 
623  14  i 
146  15  i 
128  12  I 
179  19  1 

10  8 
72  12 

100  15 
18  11 
79  . 

266  12 

86  10 

27  . 

89  9 

2298  12 

160  13 
20  10 

141  11 
26  11 
23  6 
81  16  1 
69  16  1 
2166  11 
68  11 
16  16 
14  11 
10  10 
6  18 


6  11 

6883  14 

176  10 

69  14 

269  la 

6  4 

12  . 

186  U 

••••«■ 

67  2 

a  . 

17  . 
.  10 
4  . 


47  10 
76  10 


la^  4> 
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PRE8BTTBRIES. 


Brought  forward, 


Amoant 
Sabsoribed. 


Amount  paid  for  jmr  to  Slat  March 


188a 


igow, 
urron, 
bie, 


^    • 
it,  . 

^    • 

nd  UiMt, 
drews, 

K*    • 
Mr, 

bogie, 

• 

e,    . 


WHf 


Totals, 


ial  Subscriptioiis  and 
Contributioiis. 

68    of  the    lata    Charles 

¥D,    Aberdeeo,    per    D 

shell,        .        • 

ler  H.  Lamsden,  Aberdeen 

chell,  M.P.,    . 

y  Friend,  Edinburgh, 

tl  Sir  D.  Macgregor, 

raidwood,  Edinburgh, 

nd,  Edinburgh, 

r     by     late     Miss    Jane 

irtson,  Elgin,  . 

.  W.  Maclaren,  Sons,  and 

Glasgow, 

igow  Lady, 

tmnd,       • 

Jlison,     . 

Forbes,   . 

Itton,  Glasgow, 

Paterson,  Helensburgh, 

[iller, 

!raig,       .        . 

;fie  of  Airds,    . 

ore  Macreadie  ofPerceton 

id/  Christian  Maole, 

Carry  forward, 


£ 
85,504 
517 
968 
175 
125 
185 
256 
118 
292 
826 
655 
145 
1286 
685 

16 
148 
748 
969 
551 
217 
675 
207 

60 
286 


f.    d, 

8  6 

9  . 
.  10 
•  • 
8  8 
4    6 

17  2 
2    6 

18  8 
18  10 

10  . 
8     . 

8  . 

9  . 

8  8 
15  . 
17  . 
12     . 

11  2 
14  . 
11     . 

11  . 

12  10 

9  6 


94,965    4    7 


20 
10 
20 
20 

5 
18 

1 

100 

250 

200 

50 

10 

25 

25 

2 

8 

2 

500 

150 

1000 


£ 

27,265 

64 

266 

59 

77 

19 

210 

65 

157 

287 

152 

91 

800 

407 

6 

72 

298 

184 

165 

48 

107 

42 

81 

60 


f.  d, 

17  2 

19  10 

•  • 

18  . 
2  6 
8  8 

11  . 


9 
7 
6 
8 


6 

7 

1 

2 

8     . 

8    2 
18    8 

8     . 
11 
10 

5 

1 

1 
10     . 

6  10 
15    6 


5 
9 
4 
2 


80,840  18    8 


20 


20 
5 

18 
1 

100 

50 
200 


10 


5 
2 
8 
2 


75 
1000 


97,876    4    7      31,851  18    8 


1881. 


£ 

18,884 

110 

111 

27 

26 

27 

17 

1 

26 

16 

31 

22 

206 

56 

2 

7 

111 

894 

56 

22 

57 

15 

8 

11 


0.  d. 

4  10 

6  . 

18  . 

17  8 

18  . 
12  6 

1 
17 


2 
6 


10  6 

.  3 

2  . 

10  . 

10  . 

5  . 

8  6 

5  . 

14  . 

4  6 

10  . 
14  G 

11  . 


250    . 
75    . 


15,197  14    6 


50    .      . 


15,572  14    6 
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XTXTTT. 


AnuNmt  . 

Amoont  paid  for  jesr  to  Slat  Movh 

NAMB8  OF  SUB8CBIBBBS. 

BaliaorllMd. 

1880. 

1881. 

£    8.    d. 

£    8.    d. 

£    a.   dL 

Brought  forward,  • 

97,876    4    7 

81,851  18    8 

16,672  14    6 

A  Friend,  per  T.  Brydie,  Alloa, 

10    .      . 

10    .      . 

One  of  Dr.  Adam's  old  Alloa  folk, 

2    .      . 

2    .      . 

Rev.  J.  Dawson,  Chindwara,     . 

10    .      . 

10    .      . 

••• ••• 

Unknown  Friend,  per  Dr.  Adam, 

4    .      . 

4    .      . 

J.  Grieve,  per  Dr.  Adam, 

26    ,      . 

26    .      . 

Juvenile  Offerines,    • 
Legacy  by  the   lata  Mr.  John 
Beith,  Jnn.,  Campbeltown,    . 

7    S    6 

7    8    6 

100    .      . 

»•• ... 

100    .      . 

Interest  on  Account, 
Totals, 

666    6    8 

216  12    9 

449  12  11 

08,200  18    9 

82,126  14  11 

16,122    7    5 

No.  ZZZIV. 


^xtt  €)^nxc}^  of  Stailun'tf, 


REPORT   OF   COMMITTEE 


OV   THB 


JUDICIAL  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  CHURCH 


MAY   1881. 


The  Committee,  in  view  of  existiDg  circumstances  in  the  Ghurcb,  are 
of  opinion  that  they  should  be  discharged,  leaving  it  to  the  Assembly 
to  re-appoint  them  at  a  future  time,  when  found  expedient 

In  name  and  by  authority  of  the  Committee, 

H.  WELLWOOD  MONCEEIFF, 

Conpener, 


84 


No.  XXXV. 


^xtt  €)^nxt}^  af  Srntlatttr. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ANENT 


DEGEEES  IN  AETS 


MAY    1881. 


The  Committee  appointed  by  last  Assembly  ^'Anent  Degrees  in  Arts'' 
have  carefully  considered  the  matter  remitted  to  them,  and  beg  to  report 
as  follows : — 

The  appointment  of  the  Committee  originated  in  an  overture  from  the 
Presbytery  of  Edinburgh,  referring  to  the  restrictions  on  the  granting  of 
Degrees  in  Arts  by  the  Scottish  Universities,  by  which  degrees  can  be 
conferred  only  npon  students  who  havia  attended  a  certain  number  of 
University  classes.  There  are  two  cases  in  which  this  might  prove  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests  of  the  Free  Church. 

1.  There  might  be  a  case  in  which  one  or  more  of  the  prescribed  sub- 
jects might  be  taught  in  one  or  more  of  the  Universities  by  a  Professor  or 
Professors,  so  qualified  that  the  academical  authorities  could  not  find  fault 
with  their  teaching,  while  yet  their  influence  on  the  minds  of  students 
might  be  deemed  by  the  Free  Church  to  be  unfavourable  as  an  element 
in  the  training  of  the  future  ministry. 

2.  There  might  be,  and  there  probably  are,  many  young  men  who 
might  e£fectively  prosecute  some  departments  of  the  prescribed  studies, 
apart  from  University  classes;  but  who  could  not  give  attendance  on 
such  classes.  It  is  believed  that  by  the  restriction  in  question,  the  supply 
of  aspirants  to  the  ministry  of  the  Free  Church  is  unduly  and  un- 
necessarily lessened. 

In  both  these  cases,  it  may  be  argued,  the  Church  has  a  remedy  in  her 
own  hand.     She  is  perfectly  free  to  dispense  alike  with  degrees  and 
attendance   on  classes,   or  to    accept  attendance  on  extra-academical 
35 


2  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ANENT  DEGREES  IN  ARTS.  XXXT. 

classes,  or  to  institute  examinations,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  possession  of 
adequate  knowledge  of  the  subjects,  howsoever  or  wheresoever  acquired. 

This  is  of  course  admitted.  But  the  adoption  of  such  a  course 'would 
involve  a  breach  of  the  relation  between  the  Church  and  the  Univernties, 
which  has  hitherto  subsisted  to  their  mutual  benefit.  The  Church  has 
always  desired,  and  still  desires,  that  the  great  body  of  her  ministry 
should  be  academic  men ;  and  the  Committee  believe  that  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  regret  to  the  Free  Church  were  she  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
the  expedient  referred  to.  The  Committee  have  no  desire  that  the 
character  of  the  Scottish  Universities,  as  at  once  teaching  and  testing 
bodies,  should  be  abandoned.  But  they  venture  to  think  that  it  might 
be  advantageously  modified  to  a  certain  extent.  They  are  not  prepared 
very  definitely  to  state  either  the  extent  or  the  character  of  the  modifi- 
cation. They  do  not  desire  that  the  method  of  the  London  University 
should  be  adopted,  which  provides  no  teaching  for  its  students,  and 
merely  tests  qualifications  by  examination.  Neither  do  they  consider 
that  the  method  of  the  recently  constituted  Northern  University,  whose 
head-quarters  is  Manchester,  and  which  is  to  grant  degrees  to  the  alumni 
of  certain  specified  institutions,  is  altogether  suited  to  the  circumstances  of 
Scotland.  Probably  it  will  be  found  that  the  most  advantageous  arrange- 
ment would  be  analogous  to  that  which  has  long  obtained  in  the  Medical 
Faculties  of  the  Scottish  Universities  themselves,  by  which  attendance 
upon  certain  licensed  lecturers  is  allowed,  in  certain  proportions,  to  be 
substituted  for  attendance  on  University  classes. 

There  are  undoubtedly  certain  subjects  embraced  in  the  Arts  Curri- 
culum which  can  scarcely  be  studied  with  advantage  excepting  in  such 
classes  as  could  not  be  reasonably  expected  to  be  maintained  outside  of 
the  Universities  themselves.  But  there  are  other  subjects  which  might 
be  studied  extra-murally,  and  even  at  a  distance  from  the  University 
seats ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  character  and  credit  of  the  Universities, 
as  degree- conferring  bodies,  would  be  to  no  extent  lowered,  provided  it 
were  ordained  that  attendance  upon  classes  where  these  subjects  should  be 
taught  by  graduates  licensed  by  the  University  Courts  should  entitle 
students  to  present  themselves  for  examination,  as  if  they  had  attended 
the  corresponding  classes  in  the  University.  If  these  views,  thus  briefly 
stated,  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Assembly,  it  may  be  well  that 
the  Assembly  should  re-appoint  the  Committee,  with  instructions  to  brin<r 
the  subject  respectfully  under  the  consideration  of  the  governing  bodies 
of  the  several  Universities;  and  they  beg  leave  to  recommend  accord- 
ingly. 

In  name  and  by  appointment  of  the  Committee, 

THO.  SMITH,  A.M.,  D.D.. 
Convener, 


No.  XZXVI. 


JFtee   CJjuttij    of   ScotUnb. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ANENT 


PBOCLAMATION   OF  BANNS 


MAY    1881. 


Amothbr  year's  experience  of  tbe  working  of  the  Marriage  Notice 
(Scotland)  Act  has  confirmed  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  Committee  in 
former  Beports  as  to  the  defects  of  the  Act,  notwithstanding  its  many 
excellent  provisions,  and  the  great  improvement  it  has  made  on  the  pre- 
viously existing  state  of  thinga  The  Committee  cannot  regard  their  work 
as  fully  accomplished  until  these  defects  have  been  remedied  by  future 
legislation,  or,  in  other  words,  until  the  system  of  publication  by  means 
of  the  Begistrars,  therein  provided,  has  been  made  universally  imperative, 
and  free  of  charge ;  and  until  special  provision  has  been  made  for  those 
cases  in  which  one  or  both  of  tbe  parties  about  to  be  married  had  not 
previously  resided  in  Scotland.  The  state  of  business  in  Parliament, 
both  during  the  past  and  the  present  Session,  has  been  such  that  the 
Committee  have  not,  since  last  General  Assembly,  deemed  it  expedient 
to  take  any  action  beyond  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Commons  the 
Petition  then  agreed  to,  craving  certain  specified  amendments  of  the  Act. 
They  snggest  that  a  similar  Petition  be  presented  to  Parliament  by  the 
Qeneral  Assembly,  and  that  the  Committee  be  re-appointed,  with  the 
view  of  embracing  the  first  favourable  opportunity  that  may  occur  for 
bringing  this  matter,  by  deputation  or  otherwise,  specially  under  the 
notice  of  the  Lord  Advocate  and  of  the  Oovernment. 

BOBEBT  HOWIE,  Convener, 
36 


No.  XXXVII. 


Jfru  C^ttrrl^  ai  Stotlm^j, 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE 


ON  mm 


GENERAL  PRESBYTERIAN  COUNCIL 


MAY  1881. 


Thx  Oouhittie  beg  to  report  that  the  Second  General  Presbjterian 
CounoU  held  its  meeting  at  Philadelphia  from  September  28  to  October  2, 
1880.  There  were  present  upwards  of  two  hondred  delegates  from  the 
various  Churches  embraced  in  the  Alliance,  with  forty-three  Ministers  and 
Elders  who  were  invited  to  sit  with  the  Council.  The  proceedings  were 
varied  and  important,  the  spirit  brotherly  and  harmonious,  and  the  meet- 
ing excited  a  very  remarkable  degree  of  interest  not  only  among  Presby- 
terians, but  in  other  Churches  likewise,  and  indeed  throughout  the  whole 
community  of  the  United  States. 

The  Committee  availed  themselves  of  the  permission  given  by  last 
Assembly  to  fill  by  fresh  nominations  the  places  of  any  of  the  delegates 
from  the  Free  Church  who  might  find  themselves  unable  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  ultimately  the  representation  stood  thus : — Dr.  Main,  Prin- 
cipal Eainy,  Professor  Blaikie,  Professor  Bruce,  Mr.  E.  A.  Thomson,  Mr. 
D.  D.  Bannerman,  Mr.  Howie,  Mr.  A.  Mackenzie,  Dr.  Ooold,  Dr.  Murray 
Mitchell,  Mr.  W.  Welsh,  Mr.  Narayan  Sheshadri,  Ministers;  Mr.  F. 
Brown  Douglas,  Advocate,  Mr.  W.  Henderson,  Devanha,  Mr.  E.  A  Stuart 
Gray,  Dr.  G.  Smith,  Mr.  James  Duncan  Smith,  S.S.C.,  Mr.  James  Mac- 
donald,  W.S.,  Mr.  John  Macgregor  M'Candlish,  W.S.,  and  Dr.  James 
M'Nee,  Inverness,  Elders.  The  Committee  were  glad  that  the  number  of 
representatives  of  the  Free  Church  in  actual  attendance  fell  short  only  by 
two  of  the  entire  number  they  were  entitled  to  send ;  while  they  regretted 
that,  owing  to  resignations,  several  parts  of  the  country  were  not  repre- 
sented BO  fuUy  as  they  desired. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Council  have  been  published  in  a  volume,  of 
which  a  copy  has  been  sent  to  each  of  th«  Theological  Colleges  of  the 
Church.  The  minutes  have  l&ewise  been  printed,  and  a  «opy  has  been 
sent  to  the  chief  clerk  of  the  various  Churches  in  the  Alliance.    The  chief 
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practical  objects  to  which  the  Coancil  ia  directiiig  its  atlentioB  at  prtsezu 
and  for  which  it  haa  standing  Oommitteee,  are — Co<»peiBtioB  in  Forei^ 
Miasiona,  obtaining  infonnation  on  Creeds  and  Coofeasiona,  filling  up 
desiderata  in  Presbyterian  History,  and  helping  some  of  the  Continenul 
Churches. 

The  Committee  desire  to  record  their  belief  that  thia  QDemnenieal  more 
ment  has  already  produced  Taluable  fruit  in  bringing  together  manj 
church-bodies  united  in  the  same  doctrine,  govemment,  and  worship ;  il 
drawing  attention  to  the  constitution  and  history  ci  the  Preabyteriiii 
Church ;  in  giving  to  that  Church  in  its  varioua  branches  a  deeper  sense 
of  its  resourcesi,  priyileges,  and  high  obligations;  in  eneooraging  the 
more  struggling  Churches  by  the  sympathy,  and  in  some  caaea  the  aid,  of 
the  more  powerful ;  in  showing  how  cordially  the  old  £uth  ia  BtHl  reeeiTed 
and  loved,  and  how  many  sons  it  possesses  able  to  defend  it  before  the 
world  powerfully  and  successfully ;  and  in  stimulating  the  Tariooa  aeetions 
to  greater  activity  and  co-operation,  especially  in  tiie  work  of  Fonigt 
Missions.  It  is  gratifring  to  know  that  this  view  haa  been  Tery  stronglj 
and  cordially  expressed  by  the  American  ChurohesL 

It  may  be  well  to  report  that  tiie  Council  cordially  approved  of  tie 
scheme,  recommended  by  a  former  Assembly  of  this  Church,  for  augmenting 
the  salaries  of  tiie  Waldensian  Paaton,  and  also  expressed  interest  in  tk^ 
coming  commemoration,  thb  year,  of  the  centenary  of  the  Edict  of  T<^en 
tion  for  the  Bohemian  Church.  On  the  latter  subject  a  Memorial  haa  been 
transmitted  to  this  Assembly. 

In  past  years  the  Coanril  has  found  it  a  great  disadvantage  to  have  ik- 
official,  churged  with  the  duty  of  attending  to  the  operations  of  the  Alliance 
during  the  intervab  of  its  sittings,  and  of  making  the  neeeasaiy  prepara- 
tions for  tlte  meetings  of  the  ConnciL  It  was  nnanimooaly  and  eordiaD j 
agreed  that  Dr.  Mathews,  now  of  Qaebec,  who  has  done  so  aach  as  t 
volunteer  for  the  Allianoe,  should  be  charged  with  these  duties^  By  thai' 
arrangement  it  is  hoped  that  considerably  more  ctf  practical  work  wrill  he 
accomplished.  The  Council  allotted  a  sum  of  £200  yearly  for  salaiy  u 
Dr.  Mathews,  and  other  expenses,  and  agreed  that  half  ot  thia  sum  shonU 
be  raised  on  each  side  of  the  Atlantic. 

In  regard  to  their  own  fnnda,  the  Committee  regret  to  any  thai  the 
amount  of  contributions  received  in  snswer  to  their  appeal  enabled  thcs 
to  pay  no  more  than  £25  each,  towards  tnuveUing  expeoaes,  to  aeren  ci 
the  representative  members. 

The  next  General  Council  is  appointed  to  be  held  at  BeUut,  in  the  year 
1884,  and  the  Committee  heartily  recommend  the  movement  to  the  coa- 
tinned  interest  and  prayen  of  the  Church. 

W.  a.  BLAIKIB,  CantismeT. 
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Thb  finding  of  the  last  Assembly  with  regard  to  the  report  sabmitted 
by  the  Hymnal  Committee'  was  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Assembly  resolve  that  the  Draft  Hymn-Book  laid  upon  its  tahle  be  sent 
down  to  Presbyteries  for  their  jadgmeDt,  the  returns  from  Presbyteries  to  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Bruce,  the  Convener,  not  later  than  1st  February  1881.  The  Assembly 
reappoint  the  Committee,  with  Professor  Brace  and  Dr.  Macmillan  as  Conveners, 
with  instructions  to  continue  the  work  of  preparing  the  new  Hymnal,  and  to 
present  a  final  report  as  to  its  contents  to  next  General  Assembly." 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  contained  in  this  finding,  copies  of 
the  Draft  Hymnal  were  supplied  without  delay  to  all  the  Presbyteries  of 
the  Church,  in  order  that  they  might  have  full  opportunity  for  giving  their 
judgment  thereon.  By  the  time  fixed  by  the  Assembly  for  sending  in 
the  opinions  of  Presbyteries,  the  1st  of  February,  35  returns  in  all  had 
been  received.  The  Committee,  at  its  meeting  in  February,  finding  that 
it  was  possible  without  inconvenience  to  grant  an  extension  of  the  time, 
fixed  on  the  10th  March  as  the  latest  date  at  which  returns  could  be 
received  so  as  to  be  taken  into  account  in  their  proceedings.  At  that 
date  10  additional  returns  had  been  received,  making  in  all  45  returns  to 
be  disposed  of  by  the  Committee.  Of  these  returns,  all  but  four  embraced 
detailed  criticisms  on  the  book,  suggesting  omissions,  additions,  and 
changes  in  the  text.  Of  the  other  four,  one  expressed  general  approval  of 
the  book,  another  expressed  absolute  disapprobation  of  the  use  of  hymns, 
and  the  remaining  two  expressed  a  wish  for  delay  in  the  preparation  of 
the  new  Hymnal.  In  general,  the  returns  show  that  the  Presbyteries 
have  gone  into  the  work  of  criticism  with  much  interest  and  care,  indica- 
tive of  a  widespread  desire  that  the  Church  should  be  furnished  as  speedily 
as  possible  with  a  superior  collection  of  hymns  fitted  for  use  in  congrega- 
^onal  and  family  worship.  As  might  have  been  expected,  great  diversity 
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of  opinion  has  been  manifested  in  regard  to  individual  hymns.  Not  more 
than  one-third  of  the  hymns  in  the  Draft  have  been  approved  by  all  Pres- 
byteries, much  the  larger  number  of  these  being  hymns  contained  in  the 
Collection  at  present  in  use,  suggesting  that  the  diversity  of  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  others  may  in  part  be  due  to  less  familiarity  with  them. 
The  Committee  have  pleasure  in  directing  attention  to  the  fact  that 
amidst  the  great  variety  of  view  evinced  in  the  returns,  there  is  also 
manifested  a  very  large  amount  of  concurrence.  A  very  large  pro- 
portion of  the  hymns  objected  to  are  disapproved  by  only  a  very  small 
number  of  the  returns, — in  many  instances  not  more  than  two  or  three. 
Not  more  than  87  hymns  have  been  disapproved  by  as  many  as  ten 
returns,  less  than  a  fourth  of  those  giving  detailed  opinions  on  the  hook. 
This  fact  is  all  the  more  significant  that  the  careful,  minute  character 
of  the  criticisms  in  the  returns  clearly  shows  that  no  hymns  have  heen 
passed  over,  as  if  approved,  per  tncuriam.  It  may  be  assumed  that  the 
returns  name  all  the  hymns  disapproved;  especially  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  many  of  the  returns  include  a  considerable  number  of  hjmm 
in  the  list  of  disapproved — ranging  from  30  to  nearly  70  in  not  a  few 
instances.  It  is  therefore  very  gratifying  to  the  Committee  that  so  small  i 
proportion  of  the  hymns  included  in  the  collection,  selected  by  them  with 
due  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  Church  and  the  consensus  of  other  Churches, 
have  been  disapproved  by  any  considerable  proportion  of  the  Presbyteries. 

Omissions. — The  Committee  was  somewhat  perplexed  how  to  deal  with  the 
returns.  It  was  unanimously  of  opinion  that  all  hymns  disapproved  hj  \ 
clear  majority  of  the  returns  shoidd  as  a  matter  of  course  be  omitted; 
but  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  list  of  omis- 
sions should  be  confined  to  these.  After  full  consideration,  it  was  agreed 
that  all  hymns  disapproved  by  as  many  as  ten  Presbyteries  should  be 
reconsidered.  Proceeding  on  these  principles,  viz.  to  omit  aU  voted 
against  by  a  majority  of  returns,  and  to  reconsider  all  voted  against  bj 
ten,  the  Committee  resolved  to  omit  the  following  nine  hymns : — 

Five  disapproved  by  a  majority  of  returns,  viz. : — 

1.  A  safe  stronghold  our  God  is  still.  No.    11,  Draft. 

2.  Days  and  moments  quickly  flying,  No.    52,  Draft. 

3.  Evening  and  morning,  No.    56,  Draft 

4.  Go  up,  go  up,  my  heart,  No.    83,  Draft 

5.  Head  of  thy  Church  Triumphant,  No.  100,  Draft 

Four  thrown  out  by  vote  of  Committee,  viz. : — 

6.  How  welcome  was  the  call,  .  No.  Ill,  Draft 

7.  Lord,  in  this  thy  mercy's  day,  No.  154,  Draft. 

8.  My  God,  how  wonderful  thou  art,  No.  169,  Draft 

9.  There  is  a  river  deep  and  broad,  .  No.  275,  Draft 

The  Committee  further  agreed  to  recommend  the  omission  of  hjiBO 
No.  180  in  Draft :  Now  may  He  who  from  the  dead^  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  in  substance  identical  with  the  60th  Paraphrase. 

For  the  satisfaction  of  the  Assembly  and  of  Presbyteries  making  returns, 
a  full  synopsis  of  the  returns  with  reference  to  omission  of  hymns,  as  il^ 
to  Paraphrases,  and  some  miscellaneous  suggestions,  is  given  in  Apjx  n- 
dix  I.,  at  the  end  of  the  Report 
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ParapJircues, — As  will  be  seen  from  a  glance  at  the  Appendix  referred 
to,  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  prevails  in  the  Church  as  to  the 
inclusion  of  Paraphrases  in  the  new  Hymnal,  some  Presbyteries  wishing 
all,  or  nearly  all,  the  Paraphrases  in  the  present  Hymnal  inserted,  others 
wishing  all  Paraphrases  excluded.  For  reasons  stated  in  last  year's 
Beport,  the  Committee  included  in  its  draft  thirteen  of  the  best  knovm 
and  most  highly  esteemed.  By  way  of  compromise  between  the  diverse 
views  expressed  in  the  returns,  the  Committee  resolved  to  add  to  these  as 
many  more  as  would  bring  the  list  up  to  a  number  not  exceeding  twenty- 
one.  Accordingly  they  agreed  to  recommend  the  inclusion  of  the  fol- 
lowing:— 

1.  Par.    xxii. — Why  pour'st  ihou  forth  thine  anxious  plaint 

2.  „     xxiii.  12-15. — Sing  to  the  Lord  in  joyful  strains. 
8.     „      XXV.  4-8. — Bejected  and  despised  of  men. 

4.  ,,  xxvL — Ho,  ye  that  thirst,  approach  the  spring. 

5.  „  xli. — As  when  the  Hebrew  prophet  raised. 

6.  „  xlvi. — Vain  are  the  hopes  the  sons  of  men. 

7.  „  xlviii. — Let  Christian  faith  and  hope  dispel. 

8.  „  Ix. — Father  of  peace,  and  God  of  love. 

And  "  0  may  we  stand  before  the  Lamb,"  as  a  dismissal 

The  Committee  trust  that  the  recommendation  will  be  approved  by  the 
Assembly  and  generally  acquiesced  in.  Of  course  it  will  be  understood 
that  it  is  not  intended  by  the  introduction  of  these  Paraphrases  to  prejudge 
the  question  as  to  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  collection  of  Paraphrases 
as  a  whole. 

Changes  in  the  Text. — The  number  of  suggestions  for  the  emendation 
and  improvement  of  the  text  of  the  hymns  as  given  in  the  Draft, 
contained  in  the  returns,  is  very  great  To  exhibit  these  in  detail  would 
be  a  Herculean  task,  and  woiUd  not  repay  the  pains.  The  Committee 
deemed  it  best  to  remit  the  suggestions  in  the  returns  to  the  Text  Committee, 
with  additions  to  its  number,  with  instructions  to  sift  the  suggestions  and 
to  bring  up  a  report  containing  suggestions  which  seemed  to  them  worthy 
of  adoption.  This  Committee  accordingly  submitted  its  report,  which 
was  oarefuUy  discussed  and  amended,  and  adopted  in  the  following  form. 
Some  of  the  changes  have  been  made  with  the  express  view  of  meetinir 
objections  based  on  words  and  phrases  in  hymns  which  have  been  regarded 
by  some  as  questionable  in  religious  tendency,  and  it  is  hoped  that  they 
will  serve  the  designed  purpose.  Permission  has  been  obtained  from  the 
authors  to  make  the  changes  proposed. 
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1.— Report  on  Changes  suggested  by  Presbyteries. 

The  proposed  clkangea  and  additicna  art  prmUd  afUr  tkejirit  Ime  of  each  hymn. 

1.   Abide  with  me !  fast  falls  the  eventide. 

8,1 — Keep  thoa  thy  croM  hefore  my  closing  eyes. 
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2.  According  to  tby  gracioos  word. 

2,3 — Thy  cap  of  blessing  I  will  take. 
6,4 — Then,  Lord,  remember  me. 

24.  Blest  morDiDg !  whofe  first  dawning  rmys. 

Apfieod  luxial  doxologjr. 

25.  Blow  je  the  tmmpet,  blow. 

3,2 — The  sin-fttoniog  Lamb. 

27-3.  Jerusalem  the  golden. 

2,2 — All -jubilant  with  song. 

40.  Come,  Holj  Spirit,  come, 

2,3^ — And  kindle  in  onr  breast  the  flame. 

42.  Come,  let  ub  join  our  friends  above. 

Selection  of  verses  as  in  present  F.  C  Hjmn-Book. 
1,^— Let  saints  on  earth  unite  to  sing. 

45.  Come,  thou  Fount  of  every  blessing. 

5  ;  3,4 — Saviour,  take  my  heart  and  seal  it ! 
Seal  it  for  thy  ooorU  above. 

67.  For  ever  with  the  Lord. 

The  Committee  having  compared  some  proposed  additions  to  this  hyma 
with  the  original  hymn,  and  with  the  aelection  in  Drafts  vrhile  tbev 
greatly  regret  the  omission  of  some  beantifal  staosaa,  are  strong^  of 
opinion  that  their  insertion  would  not  compensate  for  loss  of  symmcti^. 

72.  Give  me  the  wings  of  faith  to  riae. 

Delete  refrain. 

73.  Glorious  things  of  thee  are  spoken. 

Insert  after — 

3,4 — 'Tis  his  love  his  people  raises 
Over  self  to  reign  as  kings. 
And,  as  priests,  his  solemn  praises 
Each  for  a  thank-offering  brings. 
Append — 

Fading  is  the  worldling's  pleasure. 
All  his  boasted  pomp  and  show ; 
Solid  joys  and  lasting  treasure 
None  but  Zion*s  children  know. 

78.  God  of  my  life,  to  thee  I  call 
Insert  after — 

4 — Fair  is  the  lot  that 's  cast  for  me : 
I  have  an  Advocate  with  thee ; 
They  whom  the  world  caresses  most 
Have  no  such  privilege  to  boast. 

89.  Guide  me,  0  thou  great  Jehovah. 

3,3 — Death  of  death,  and  hell's  destruction. 

93.  Hail  to  the  Lord's  Anointed. 
1,6— To  set  the  captive  free. 
Insert  after — 
2 — By  such  shall  he  be  feared, 

While  sun  and  moon  endure, 
Beloved,  obeyed,  revered ; 

For  he  shall  judge  the  poor. 
Through  changing  generations, 
With  justice,  mercy,  truth, 
While  stars  maintain  their  stations. 
Or  moons  renew  their  youth. 
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Insert  after — 

3 — Arabia's  desert  ranger 

To  him  shall  bow  the  knee ; 
The  Ethiopian  stranger 

His  glory  come  to  see  ; 
With  offerings  of  devotion 

Ships  from  the  isles  shall  meet, 
To  pour  the  wealth  of  ocean 
In  tribute  at  his  feet. 
77iu$  giving  the  complete  hymn, 

98.  Hark  !  the  herald  angels  sing. 

The  Committee  heartily  agree  with  suggestion  of  recurring  to  original — 
Bark  1  how  all  the  welkin  rings, 
Glory  to  the  King  of  kings, 

and  venture  to  re-state  the  arguments  which  seem  to  justify  this  recom- 
mendation : — 

1.  The  hymn  as  given  in  Notes  to  Draft  was   written  by  Charles 

Wesley  and  published  in  1739. 

2.  There  is  no  authority  for  saying  that  John  Wesley  changed  the 

hymn  to  its  present  form,  or  sanctioned  the  change  ;  indeed,  he 
severely  censured  such  meddling ;  and  the  hymn  was  not  included 
in  the  Wesleyan  Hymn-Book  for  public  worship  until  1831. 

3.  The  changes  were  made,  probably,  by  Whitfield  in  1753,  and  Madan 

in  1760. 

4.  The  changes  on  original  are  not  merely  formal  but  injure  the  sense 

of  the  hymn.  One  angel  announced  the  birth  of  our  Lord,  the  host 
of  angels  sang — 

Glory  to  God  in  the  highest, 
and  the  hymn  as  originally  written  does  not  refer  to  the  words  of 
the  one  angel,  but  paraphrases  the  song  of  the  angelic  host»  with 
which  the  sky  rang,  in  the  words — 

Hark,  how  aU  the  welkin  rings, 

"Glory  to  the  King  of  kings. 

Peace  on  earth  and  mercy  mild, 

God  and  sinners  reconciled.'* 
While  the  hymn,  as  altered,  attributes  the  words  of  the  one  angel 
to  the  angelic  host. 
It  may  be  remarked  that  the  United  Presbyterian  Hymnal  and  others 
have  adopted  the  hymn  as  originally  written. 

105.  Holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty. 

1,2 — Morning,  noon,  and  even,  our  song  shall  rise  to  thee. 

In  margin — 

Early  in  the  morning. — Orig. 

108.  How  brightly  shines  the  Morning  Star. 

3,1 — Aid  me,  my  God,  to  sing  thy  praise. 

111.  How  welcome  was  the  call. 

The  proprietors  of  copyright  permit  no  change  to  be  made  on  this  hymn. 
It  is  therefore  omitted. 

124.  It  oame  upon  the  midnight  clear. 
3,6 — The  song  of  love  they  bring. 

127.  Jesus  I  and  shall  it  ever  be. 
Insert  after— 
1 — Ashamed  of  Jesne  !  sooner  far 
Let  evening  blush  to  own  a  star  ; 
He  shed  the  beams  of  light  divine 
O'er  this  benighted  soul  of  mine. 
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Ashamed  of  Jesus  I  just  as  soon 
Let  mMnight  binsh  to  think  of  noon  ; 
'Tis  mKlni-^ht  with  my  soul  till  he. 
Bright  MominT  Star,  bids  clarkneas  flee. 

139.  Jesus,  to  thy  table  led. 

3,1 — ^While  np'>n  thy  ctosb  we  gaze. 

(Since  Re{K>rt  was  agreed  to.  Canon  Baynes  writes  that  if  this  cbftiige  m 
made  it  will  not  be  with  his  sanction.) 

141.  Join  all  the  priori ons  names. 

4,1 — My  Sariour,  and  my  Lord. 

144.  Leave  all  to  God. 

3,1 — Yea,  God  is  near. 

147.  Lo !  he  comes,  with  clouds  deseending. 
4,3 — All  his  saints,  by  man  rejected. 

150.  Lord,  dismiss  us  with  thy  blessing. 

Append  doxology  giren  in  present  Free  Chnrch  Hymn^Book. 

153.  Lord,  I  hear  of  showers  of  blessing. 
7 — Omit  this  rerse. 

155.  Lord,  it  belongs  not  to  my  care. 
2,4 — To  soar  to  endless  day. 

158.  Lord  of  the  harvest,  once  again. 

4,6 — Be  thou  oar  comfort,  food,  and  stay. 

162.  Love  divine,  all  loves  excelling. 

1,1 — Love  dirine,  all  love  excelling. 

164.  More  love  to  thee,  0  Christ. 
3,2 — Come,  grief  and  pain. 

177.  Not  all  the  blood  of  beasts. 

3,3 — While  as  a  penitent  I  stand. 

178.  Not  in  anger,  mighty  God. 

The  German  has  the  singolar  thronghont,  the  translation  in  Chorale 
Book  has  the  pinral  in  v.  1  and  5,  and  the  singular  in  the  other 
verses  ;  by  some  oversight  the  Draft  differs  from  the  translation ;  it 
is  recommended  to  follow  the  translation  in  Chorale  Book,  bat  to 
employ  the  singular  in  v.  1  and  6  as  well  as  in  the  others. 

186.  0  come,  all  ye  faithful. 

4,5 — Late  in  flesh  appearing. 

204.  0  Lord,  how  happy  should  we  be. 
3,6— His  children's  cry  will  hear. 

208.  0  love  divine,  how  sweet  thou  art 
Append — 

O  that  I  could,  with  favoured  John, 
Becline  my  weary  head  upon 

The  dear  Bedeemer's  breast, 
From  care  and  sin  and  sorrow  free : 
Give  me,  O  Lord,  to  find  in  thee 

My  everlasting  rest. 

211.  Onward,  Christian  soldiers. 
1,3 — Looking  nnto  Jesus. 
2, 1 — At  the  name  of  Jesus. 

220.  Our  blest  Redeemer,  ere  he  breathed. 

Append  doxology  as  in  £ng.  Pres.  By.,  308. 
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224.  0  worship  the  King. 
6 — Omit  thia  vene. 

242.  Saviour,  again  to  thy  dear  name  we  raise. 

1,4 — Then,  lowly  bending,  wait  thy  word  of  peace. 
(The  Author*8  own  luggestion.) 

246.  Soldiers  of  Christ,  arise. 

Transpose  verses  4  and  5. 

257.  Sweet  the  moments,  rich  in  blessing. 
2 — Omit  this  verse. 
Append — 
May  I  still  enjoy  this  feeling. 

In  all  need  to  Jesus  go, 
Prove  his  wounds  each  day  more  healing. 

And  himself  more  deeply  know. 

268.  The  happy  mom  is  come. 

1,  etc.,  4 — For  Jesus  liveth  who  was  dead. 

269.  The  Head  that  once  was  crowned  with  thorns. 

Append — 

The  cross  he  bore  is  life  and  health. 

Though  shame  and  death  to  him  ; 
His  people's  hope,  his  people's  wealth. 

Their  everlasting  theme. 

279.  The  sands  of  time  are  sinking. 

Put  third  Stanza  last  (as  requested  by  Author). 
Insert  after — 
4 — 0,  I  am  my  Beloved's, 

And  my  Belov'd  is  mine ! 
He  brings  a  poor  vile  sinner 

Into  bis  house  of  wine ; 
I  stand  upon  his  merit, 

I  know  no  other  stand. 
Not  e'en  where  glory  dwelleth 
In  ImmanueFs  land. 

286.  Thou  Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 

3,8 — And  hear  your  instant  doom. 

292.  Omit  verses  7  and  8. 

295.  'Tis  my  happiness  below. 

4,2 — No  chastising  by  the  way. 
5,1 — Others  may  escape  the  rod. 

314.  When  I  survey  the  wondrous  cross. 

4,2 — That  were  an  offering  far  too  smalL 

317.  When  our  heads  are  bowed  with  woe. 

3  ;  1,2 — When  the  hour  of  death  is  nigh. 

When  we  breathe  our  parting  sigh. 

319.  When  the  weary,  seeking  rest. 

2,5 — When  the  proud  man  from  his  pride. 

331.  Around  the  throne  of  Qtod  in  heaven. 

4,3 — Cleansed  in  that  pure  and  precious  flood. 

339.  Qtod  hath  two  families  of  love. 
Put  this  among  general  hymns, 

344.  Here  we  suffer  grief  and  pain. 

4,2 — Pastors,  parents  whom  we  love. 
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849.  Jesus  calls  us  o'er  the  tamult* 

Put  tbifl  among  general  hymns. 

362.  Saviour,  like  a  shepherd  lead  us. 

2,3 — Keep  from  ill ;  from  sin  defend  us. 
2,6 — Hear  us  children  when  we  pray. 

II.— Changes  suggested  by  the  Committee  on  their  own 

responsibility. 

Since  the  Draft  was  pul^lished,  a  few  inaccaracies  hare  been  detected.     In  a 
few  cases  authors  have  requested  changes  to  be  made ;  and  the  Text  Conunitttif 

accordingly  recommend  to  read  as  follows  : — 

SO,  5 — ^When  the  last  dread  tmmp  shall  wake  na. 
94,  2,5 — When  the  golden  ears  of  harvest. 

3,8 — And  be  ever.  Lord,  with  thee. 
124,  1,5 — Peace  on  the  earth,  goodwill  to  men. 
3,1 — But  with  the  woes  of  sin  and  strife. 
5,7 — And  the  whole  world  give  back  the  aong. 
129,  3,3,4 — Pure  in  heart  will  we  abide, 

Praise  to  him  and  glory  giving. 
4,4 — Part  us  now  from  Christ  for  ever. 
5,2 — High,  o'er  heaven  and  earth  is  given. 
189, 5 — New  graces  ever  gaining 

From  this  our  day  of  rest. 
We  reach  the  rest  remaining 

To  spirits  of  the  blest. 
To  Holy  Ghost  be  praises^ 
To  Father,  and  to  Son^ 
The  Church  her  voice  upraises 
To  thee,  blest  Three  in  One. 
206,  3,2 — For  all  the  blessings  earth  displays. 
6,3 — Father,  what  can  to  thee  be  given. 
288,  2,2 — Which  through  this  world  of  ours. 
Append — 

Our  eyes  behold  thee  not 
Yet  hast  thou  not  forgot 
Those  who  have  placed  their  hope,  their  trust  in  thee ; 
Before  thy  Father^s  face 
Thou  hast  prepared  a  place 
That  where  thou  art  there  they  may  alao  be. 
362,  3,6 — Early  let  us  turn  to  thee. 
370,  3,2 — And  the  birds  their  nest. 

5,7 — And  my  heart  shall  rejoice,  Lord  Jesna^ 

New  Hymnt. — The  returns  contained  a  very  large  number  of  8ugge^- 
tions  as  to  hymns  which  might  be  inserted  in  place  of  those  thrown  out. 
A  printed  list  of  these  was  prepared  for  the  Committee,  which  it  has  not 
been  deemed  necessary  to  include  in  the  report  to  the  Assembly,  there 
being  hardly  any  coociirrence  of  opinion  in  the  returns  in  favour  of 
particalar  hymns,  most  being  suggested  only  by  a  single  Presbytery. 
The  list  of  suggestions,  however,  has  been  carefully  considered,  and  the 
Committee,  after  full  deliberation,  resolved  to  recommend  the  following  ft'r 
adoption  in  place  of  the  hymns  omitted : — 

1.  I  greet  thee,  my  Redeemer  sure. 

2.  Take  up  thy  cross,  the  Saviour  said. 

3.  Thy  works,  not  mine,  0  Christ. 


XXX  YUI. 


HYMNAL  COMMITTSI.' 


Fob  thb  Younq. 

1.  Go  I  when  the  morniDg  shinetfa. 

2.  What  a  Friend  we  have  in  Jesus. 

3.  I  was  a  wandering  sheep. 

These  hymns  will  he  found  printed  in  full  in  Appendix  II.,  p.  25. 
Late  Returns  8]ih8eqnent  to  10th  March  : — 


1.  Grarioch,   dated   2d    Fehruary, 

received  25th  March. 

2.  Turriff. 

3.  Dunblane. 


4.  Dumbarton. 

5.  Shetlaiid. 

6.  Tongue. 

7.  Skye  and  Uist. 


Of  these,  2, 4,  5  express  general  approval  without  criticism  or  suggestion; 
3  general  approval,  with  suggestions  as  to  omissions,  etc. ;  1  suggests 
omissions  and  thinks  the  book  susceptible  of  great  improvement,  and 
proposes  a  year's  delay.  2  and  3  desire  speedy  publication.  6  and  7 
are  opposed  to  Hymns  altogether.  The  effect  of  these  returns  is  to  leave 
previous  decisions  of  the  Committee  unaffected,  with  the  exception  that 
if  they  were  taken  into  account  there  would  not  be  a  majority  of  returns 
against  **Head  of  thy  Church  triumphant.''  Including  the  late  returns,  the 
total  number  of  returns  received  up  till  the  printing  of  this  report  is  52. 

Music. — The  Musical  Sub-Committee  have  on  various  grounds,  chiefly 
suggestions  of  musical  friends  and  copyright  questions,  made  the  following 
changes  on  the  Tune  list  as  it  appears  in  Draft  Index  in.  (The  Hymns 
are  indicated  by  the  numbers  of  them  in  Draft)  : — 


Hymn  5.       Boston,  276  P.,  instead  of 

Melcombe. 
26.     Omit  Navarre,  retain  Inch- 

kolm. 
58.     Wix  (M.S.)  instead  of  St. 

Columba. 
65.     St.  Philip,  doubtful 
74.     Regent  Sq.,  E.  58,  instead 

of  St.  Raphael. 
76.     Spanish  Chant,  N.  P.  337, 

instead  of  Morning. 
87.     St.  Luke,  F.  277,  instead  of 

Gretton. 
117.  St.  Ulrich  instead  of  Heber. 
132,  ii.  Heathlands  instead  of 

S2)ani8h  Chant. 
137.  London,  E.  122,  instead  of 

Lux  Alma. 

143.  Lux  Benigna,  H.  A.  M.  266, 
instead  of  Oriel. 

149.  St.  Bernard,  P.  38,  instead 

of  Metzler. 
153.  Omit  Sharon. 

144.  Same  tune,  name  St  Wool- 
Stan. 

164.  Mistley,  .N.  P.  46,  instead 

of  tunes  named. 
172.  Resurrection,   S.  232,   in- 
stead of  Gopsal. 
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Hymn  185.  Allhallows,  B.  190,  instead 
of  Spohr. 
190.  Add  to  Triumph  Ulpha, 
L.  277. 

210.  Gounod,  B.  654,  instead  of 
Oberlin. 

211.  Elah  and  St.  Gertrude,  H. 
476. 

215.  Newcastle,  L.  265,  instead 
of  St.  Bernard. 

216.  S.  Anselm,  M.  30,  instead 
of  Mecklenburg. 

222.  St.  Olaf  (St.  George  H.  A. 
M.  351)  instead  of  Old 
134th. 

237.  Gopsal  instead  of  Christ- 
church. 

248.  Omit  Plymouth. 

272.  Grimma,  S.  101,  instead  of 
Southwold,  Evans  ? 

306.  Omit  Dalkeith. 

317.  Add  Redhead's  47. 

320.  Omit  H.  499,  retain  Mount 
Zion. 
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Paraph.  30  (Draft  43).    Omit  St.  Ann. 

Doxology  119  in  Draft,  no  sexiarate 
tune. 
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The  following  tunes  bave  been  selected  for  the  bjnuis  proposed  to  take 
the  place  of  bjmns  omitted  from  Draft : — 

I  greet  thee,  mj  Redeemer  sure.  Temple,  Ch.  H.  337. 

Take  op  thy  crou,  the  Saviour  said.  Hesperus,  H.  C.  16,orCo 

Thy  works,  not  mine,  O  Christ.  Chnstchorch,  N.  P.  159. 

Go  when  the  momiog  shioeth.  Endsleigh,  £.  121. 

I  was  a  wandering  sheep.  Clarewood,  P.  345. 

What  a  Friend  we  have  in  Jesoa.  Tone  in  Songs  and  8dloa< 

Tunes  for  additional  Paraphrases : — 


Par.  ZTii. 
„     xxiii.  12-15, 
„     XXV.  4-8, 
„     xxvi 

Salzborg. 
St.  Gregory. 
St.  Mary. 
St.  Leonard's. 

„     xli 

Prstorins. 

„     xlvi 

St.  Anne's. 

„     xlviii 

Scarborough,  or  Dedham  (M.S.) 
Palestrina.     (Resignation)  N.  P.  fom. 

One  or  two  of  the  sentences 

may  be  omitted  if  suitable  music  not  found. 

It  is  proposed  to  add  Luke  xv. 

18, 

19. 

Finance, — The  Committee  have  obtained  an  additional  loan  of  £200 
from  the  Assembly  Arrangements  Committee  to  enable  them  to  defray 
current  expenses.  The  total  sum  borrowed  from  that  Committee  now 
amounts  to  £500.  From  royalties  on  the  present  Hymn-Book  and  other 
sources  the  Committee  have  received  £28,  Ids.  They  have  expended 
the  sum  of  £409,  6s.  lOd.,  and  have  at  present  in  hand  a  balance  of  £119, 
8s.  2d.  They  have,  however,  incurred  liabilities  for  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  that  balance,  and  a  further  loan  may  be  required  to  enable  them 
to  complete  their  work. 

Resolution  anent,  and  arrangements  fovj  Publication, — The  Committee, 
at  a  meeting  in  April,  unanimously  resolved  to  represent  to  tbe  Assembly 
the  desirableness  of  the  Hymnal  as  now  amended  being  sanctioned  and 
published  without  delay.  With  the  view  of  getting  the  Hymn-Book  issued 
as  soon  after  the  Assembly  as  possible,  the  Committee  procured  estimates 
for  four  editions,  at  the  prices  of  2d.,  6d.,  Is.,  and  28.  respectively,  from 
ten  publishers,  and  the  Publications  Committee  having  carefully  examined 
these,  with  the  specimens  of  the  various  editions,  the  Committee  resolved 
to  accept  the  estimate  of  Messrs.  Thomas  Nelson  and  Sons. 

Estimates  for  the  musical  editions  are  in  course  of  being  obtained. 

Tide, — It  was  agreed  that  the  name  of  the  publication  should  be  the 
Free  Church  Hymn-Book^  and  that  the  musical  editions  should  be  called 
the  Free  Church  Hymn-Book^  with  Tunes. 


A.  B.  BRUCE, 

HUGH  MACMILLAN,    ^  ^'^"^ 
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APPENDIX  I. 

DRAFT    HYMNAL. 

Stnopsu  of  Returns  or  Pbbsbyteriks  reoeited  up  to  10th  March. 

Rkturns  received. 

Aberdeen,  Arbroath,  Auchterarder,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Brechin,  Cupar,  Dalkeith, 
Dingwall,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunfermline,  Dunoon,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Elgin, 
IfUlon,  Fordonn,  Fordyce,  Forfar,  Forres,  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Haddington,  Hamil- 
ton, Irvine,  Italy,  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcaldy,  Kirkcud- 
bright, Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  Meigle,  Orkney,  Paisley,  Perth,  St.  Andrews, 
Selkirk,  Stirling,  Stranraer,  Strathbogie,  Tain,  Wigton — 45. 

Express  General  Approval. 

Arbroath,  Ayr,  Brechin,  Dalkeith,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunfermline,  Edinburgh, 
Clgin,  Ellon,  Fordoun,  Fordyce,  Forfar,  Forres,  Glasgow,  Kelso,  Lockerbie, 
Orkney,  Paisley,  Perth,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Stirling,  Stranraer,  Strathbogie, 
Wigton— 26. 

Implied  General  Approval. 

In  other  cases  the  nature  of  the  reports  show  that  the  Presbyteries  approve 
of  the  Hymnal,  although  not  saying  so  formally. 

Disapproved. 
Dingwall  (disapproves  of  any  Hymn-Book) — 1. 

Delay. 
Meigle,  Tain— 2. 

HYMNS. 

According  to  thy  gracious  word. 
Omit  :  Orkney — 1. 

Ab  !  wounded  head  that  bearest 

Omit  :  Auchterarder,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Dunoon,  Edinburgh  (or  find  better  trans • 
lation),  Fordyce,  Haddington,  Irvine,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow  (?), 
Lockerbie  (or  find  better  translation).  Paisley,  Perth  (?),  St.  Andrews, 
Strathbogie — 15.     Glasgow  recommends  another  version. 

A  little  cbild  the  Saviour  came. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Auchterarder,  Ellon,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow, 
Paisley,  Strathbogie — 7. 

All  hail,  the  power  of  Jesus'  name. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Hamilton,  Linlithgow — 3. 

Arm  of  the  Lord,  awake,  awake. 
Omit:  Lockerbie— 1. 

Art  thou  weary,  art  thou  languid  ? 
Omit:  Strathbogie — I. 

A  safe  stronghold. 

Omit:  Auchterarder,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Dundee,  Dunfermline,  Dunoon,  Edin- 
burgh, Fordoun,  Fordyce,  Forfar,  Forres,  Haddington,  Hamilton,  Irvine, 
Italy,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  Orkney,  Paisley,  St. 
Andrews,  Stranraer,  Strathbogie— 23. 
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Asleep  in  Jesua. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  DumfrieB,  Irvine,  Lockerbie,  Paisley — 6. 

As  with  gladness  men  of  old. 

Omit  :  Haddington,  Kebo,  Kirkcaldy — 3. 

At  even  ere  the  sun  was  set. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Paisley,  Strathbogie— 3. 

Awake !  and  sing  the  song. 
Omit  :  Ayr — 1. 

Before  Jehovah's  awful  throne. 

Omit:  Auchterarder,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Dunfermline,  Edinburgh, 
Hamilton,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow,  St.  Andrews — 10. 

Behold,  a  stranger  at  the  door. 
Omit  ;  Ayr,  Cupar — 2. 

Blest  are  the  pure  in  heart. 

Omit  :  Ayr,  Biggar,  Greenock,  Haddington,  Kirkcaldy,  Kirkcudbright — 6. 

Blow  ye  the  trumpet,  blow. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Irvine,  Linlithgow  (?),  St  Andrews — 5. 

Bread  of  the  world,  in  mercy  broken. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Fordyce,  Greenock,  Haddington,  Hamilton,  Irvine, 
Kirkcaldy,  Linlithgow,  Paisley,  Strathbogie — 11. 

Brief  life  is  here  our  portion. 

Omit  :  Irvine  (part  not  specified) — 1. 

Brief  life  is  here  our  portion  (second  part). 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Elgin  (?),  Haddington,  Strathbogie— 5. 

Bright  the  vision  that  delighted. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Elgin,  Kirkcudbright,  Linlithgow,  Paisley 

—7. 

By  Christ  redeemed,  in  Christ  restored. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Auchterarder,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Edinburgh,  Had- 
dington, Italy,  Kebo,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcaldy,  Paialey,  Strathbogie 
—13. 

Calm  me,  my  God,  and  keep  me  calm. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Italy,  Lockerbie,  Paisley — 4. 

Children  of  the  heavenly  King. 
Omit:  Paisley — 1. 

Christian,  seek  not  yet  repose. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Paisley,  Stranraer — 3. 

Christ  is  coming  I  let  creation. 
Omit:  Linlithgow  (?) — 1. 

Christ  is  our  corner  stone. 

Omit  :  Kelso,  Lockerbie — 2. 

Christ  the  Lord  is  risen  again. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcaldy — 3. 

Christ  the  Lord  is  risen  to-day. 
Omit  :  Kincardine  O'Neil — 1. 

Christ,  whose  glory  fills  the  skies. 
Omit  :  Kincardine  O'Neil — 1. 

Come,  Holy  Ghost,  our  souls  inspire. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Biggar,  Brediin,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dnnfennliiie, 
Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Hamilton,  Irvine,  Kincardine  0*NeiI,  Kirk- 
cudbright, Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  Paisley,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Stnth- 
bogie — 19. 
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Come,  Holy  Spirit,  heavenly  dove. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Rincaidine  0*Neil — 2. 

Come,  let  us  join  oar  friends  above. 
Omit:  Strathbogie — 1. 

Come,  thou  Fount  of  every  blessing. 
Omtt  :  Ayr — 1. 

Come,  thou  long-expected  Jesus. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Cnpar,  Edinburgh,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcaldy,  Lockerbie, 
St.  Andrews,  Selkirk — 8. 

Come  unto  me,  ye  weary. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Lockerbie — 2. 

Come,  ye  souls  by  sin  afflicted. 
Omit  :  Biggar,  Strathbogie — 2. 

Come,  ye  thankful  people,  come. 
Omit  :  Brechin,  Paisley — 2. 

Commit  thou  all  thy  griefs.  ' 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Kelso,  Paisley,  St. Andrews 

— 7.  , 

Days  and  moments  quickly  flying. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Auchterarder,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Brechin,  Cupar,  Dumfries, 
Dundee,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Fordyce,  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Haddington, 
Hamilton,  Irvine,  Italy,  Jedburgh,  Kirkcaldy,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie, 
Orkney,  Paisley,  Perth,  Selkirk,  Stranraer,  Strathbogie— 27. 

Enthroned  on  high,  Almighty  Cod. 
Omit:  Paisley — 1. 

Ere  Cod  had  built  the  mountains. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Cupar,  Hamilton,  Irvine,  Kelso,  Strathbogie — 6. 

Evening  and  morning. 

Omit  :  Auchterarder,  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunoon,  Dunse,  Edinburgh, 
Elgin,  Fordoun,  Fordyce,  Forres,  Greenock,  Haddington,  Hamilton, 
Italy,  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie, 
Perth,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Stranraer,  Strathbogie — 25. 

Far  from  my  heavenly  home. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Lockerbie,  Strathbogie — 6. 

Far  from  the  world,  0  Lord,  I  flee. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Fordyce,  Italy,  Lockerbie,  Strathbogie — 6. 

Father,  here  we  dedicate. 

Omit  :  Dundee,  Irvine,  Lockerbie — 3. 

Father,  I  know  that  all  my  life. 
Omit  :  Dumfries,  Lockerbie— 2. 

Father  of  heaven  !  whose  love  profound. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  St.  Andrews — 4. 

Fatjier,  whate'er  of  earthly  bliss. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie — 3. 

Fear  not,  0  little  flock,  the  foe. 

Omft  :  Dunse,  Fordyce,  Paisley,  Stirling,  Strathbogie — 6. 

Fierce  raged  the  tempest  o'er  the  deep. 

Omit  :  Ayr,  Cupar,  Elgin,  Fordyce,  Greenock,  Lockerbie,  Strathbogie — 7. 

For  all  the  saints  who  from  their  labours  rest. 
Omit  :  Cupar,  Paisley — 2. 
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For  all  thy  Br»int8,  0  Lord. 

Omit  :  ArV>roath,  Bi;L';_'ar,  Cnpar,  ^inbnrgli,  Forrei,  Haddingtoa,  Irriae, 
Kirkcurlbright,  Lockerbie,  PaiBley,  Selkirk,  Stranner — 12. 

For  the  beantv  of  the  earth. 

Omit:  DiinfermliDe,  HarldiDgton,  Strmthbogie — 3. 

From  every  fitormy  wind  that  blows. 

Omit  :  Abenle^n,  Dunfermline,  Edinburgb,  IrriBe,  Kineftnlue  O^eil — 5. 

Give  me  the  wings  of  faith  to  rise. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Fordyce,  Haddington,  Kirkcaldy — i. 

Glorious  things  of  thoe  are  spoken. 
Omit:  Paisley,  Stirling — 2. 

Glory,  glory,  to  our  King. 
Omit:  KeUo — 1. 

God  of  mercy,  God  of  grace. 

Omit  :  Ayr,  Biggar,  Glasgow,  Greenock— 4. 

God  reveals  his  presence. 

Omit  :  Auchterarder,  Ayr,  Fordoun,  Fordycd,  Jedburgh,  KelB<s  KincardiiM 
O'Neil,  Linlithgow  (?),  Lockerbie,  Selkirk,  Sferanner— 11. 

God  that  madest  earth  and  heaven. 

Omit:  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Dnnae,  Elgin,  Fordyce,  Lockerbie,  Piualey — 7. 

Go,  labour  on. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Fordyce— 2. 

Go  to  dark  Gethsemane. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Fordyce — 2. 

Go  up,  go  up,  my  heart 

Omit:  Aberdeen,  Auchterarder,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dnmfriefl,  Dandee, 
Dunoon,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Forfar,  Forres,  Glasgow,  Haddington,  Italy, 
Kelso,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcudbright,  Lialithgow  (?),  Lockerbie, 
Paisley,  St.  Andrews,  Strathbogie — 23. 

Great  Creator,  who  this  day. 

Omit:  Greenock,  Kirkcaldy — 2. 

Great  God  of  wonders,  all  thy  ways. 
Omit:  Cupar — 1. 

Great  God,  what  do  I  see  aod  hear. 
Omit:  Cnpar — 1. 

Hail,  gladdening  light 

Omit:  Arbroath,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Dundee,  Danoon,  Edinburgh,  Pordonn, 
Haddington,  Lrvine,  Italy,  Kincardine  0*Neil,  linlitkgow,  Lockerbie, 
Paisley,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie — 17* 

Hail  the  day  that  sees  him  rise. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Fordyce,  Irvine,  Kirkcaldy,  Kirkcudbright — 5. 

Hail  thou  once  despised  Jesus. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Elgin,  Fordyce,  Haddington — 6. 

Hail  to  the  Lord's  anointed. 
Omit:  Aberdeen — 1. 

Hallelujah  I  Hallelujah. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Dundee,  Edinburgh,  Forres,  Lockerbie,  St  Andrews,  Selkirk 
—7. 
Hark  I  the  song  of  jubilee. 

Omit  :  Kirkcaldy,  Paisley — 2. 


ZXXTUI.  HTMNAL  GOMMITT£l.  15 

Head  of  thy  Chnrch  triampbant. 

Omit:  Aberdeen,  Ancbterarder,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Brecbin,  Dnmfries,  Bnnoon, 
Edinburgb,  Elgin,  Fordoun,  Fordyce,  Greenock,  Haddington,  Hamilton, 
Italy,  Kirkcaldy,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcudbright,  Lockerbie,  Paialey, 
St.  Andrews,  Selkirk— 22. 

Hear  wbat  God  the  Lord  bath  spoken. 
Omit  :  Greenock — 1. 

Here,  0  my  Lord,  I  see  thee  face  to  face. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Cupar,  Dunse,  Paisley,  Stirling— 5. 

Holy  Father,  oheer  our  way. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk — 4. 

Holy  Father,  Fount  of  light. 
Omit:  Strathbogie — 1. 

Holy  Spirit,  Lord  of  light. 

Omit:  Arbroath,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Edinburgb,  Had- 
dington, Kincardine  O'Xteil,  Kirkcudbright)  Linlithgow,  Paisley,  St. 
Andrews,  Selkirk — 14. 

How  blessed,  from  the  bonds  of  sin. 

Omit  :  Kincardine  0*Neil,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie — 3. 

How  brightly  shines  the  morning  star. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Biggar,  Fordoun,  Kelso,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow — 6. 

How  welcome  was  the  call. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Elgin,  Ellon,  Fordyce,  Forfar,  Greenock,  Hamilton, 
Irvine,  Stirling,  Strathbogie — 11. 

Hushed  was  the  evening  hymn. 
Omit:  Dunoon— 1. 

I  asked  the  Lord  that  I  might  grow. 

Omit  :  Fordyce,  Haddington,  Hamilton,  Lockerbie — 4. 

If  God  himself  be  for  me. 

Omif  :  Ayr,  Biggar,  Brechin,  Cupar,  Edinburgh,  Forres,  Glasgow,  Hamilton, 
Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie— 12. 

I  gave  my  life  for  thee. 
Omit:  Kelso— 1. 

I  love  thy  kingdom,  Lord. 
Omit:  Dundee — 1. 

Immortal  honour,  endless  fame. 

Omit:  Dunoon,  Edinburgh,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcaldy,  St.  Andrews, 
Strathbogie — 6. 

In  heavenly  love  abiding. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Dundee,  Lockerbie,  Strathbogie— 4. 

It  came  upon  the  midnif^bt  clear. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Brechin,  Dumfries,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Haddington, 
Kincaxdine  O'Keil,  Linlithgow  (?),  Lockerbie,  Strathbogie — 11. 

It  is  not  death  to  die. 

Omit  :  Ayr,  Cupar,  Dumfries — 3. 

Jesus  1  and  shall  it  ever  be. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Lockerbie,  Paisley — 3. 

Jesus,  I  my  cross  have  taken. 

Omit:  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews — 7. 
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Jeeus  lives  no  longer  now. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  St.  Andrewi—  3. 

Jeeus,  Lord  of  life  and  glory. 
Omit:  Linlithgow — 1. 

Jesos,  Master,  whose  I  am  (second  part). 
Omit  :  Biggar — 1. 

Jesus,  these  eyes  have  never  seen. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunoon,  Edinbof^^  Hadding- 
ton, Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie — 11. 

Jesus,  the  very  thought  of  thee  (second  part). 
Omit:  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Strathbogie— 3. 

Jesus,  to  thy  table  led. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dumfries  Dundee,  DuDfermlioe,  Edinbuigh,  Hadding- 
ton, Hamilton,  Kirkcaldy,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Paialey,  St,  Andrvwa, 
Selkirk,  Stirling,  Strathbogie — 15. 

Lead,  kindly  Light. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Irvine,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow. 
Lockerbie — 7. 

Leave  all  to  God. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunoon,  Fordoun,  Lockerbie,  Strathbogie — 6. 

Let  us  with  a  gladsome  mind. 

Omit  :  Linlithgow  (out  of  measure) — 1. 

Light  of  the  lonely  pilgrim's  heart. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Strathbogie— 3. 

Look,  ye  saints,  the  sight  is  glorious. 
Omit:  Strathbogie — 1. 

Lord,  as  to  thy  dear  cross  we  flee. 
Omit:  Dundee — 1. 

Lord,  I  have  sinned  ;  but,  0  forgive. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Fordyce,  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Stranraer — 5. 

Lord,  in  this  thy  mercy's  day. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Biggar,  Brechin,  Dumfries,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  EUon, 
Fordyce,  Glasgow,  Haddington,  Irvine,  Italy,  Kincardine  CVNeU, 
Kirkcaldy,  Linlithgow  (?),  Lockerbie,  Pai^ey,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk — 19. 

Lord,  it  belongs  not  to  my  care. 

Omit:  Dunoon,  Haddington,  Hamilton,  Jedburgh,  Kirkcaldy,  Lockerbie, 
Paisley,  Strathbogie — 8. 

Lord  Jesus,  are  we  one  with  thee. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Fordyce,  Lockerbie— 3. 

Lord  of  mercy  and  of  might. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Jedburgh,  St.  Andrews, 

Selkirk— 8. 

Lord  of  the  harvest,  once  again. 
Omit:  Linlithgow — 1. 

Lord  of  the  Sabbath,  hear  our  vows. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Lockerbie — 4. 

Lord,  speak  to  me,  that  I  may  speak. 
Omit  :  Lockerbie — 1. 

Lord,  thy  word  abideth. 

Omit:  Ayr,  Cupar,  Dundee,  Fordoun,  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  Lockerbie— 7. 
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May  the  grace  of  Christ  our  Saviour. 
OMrr:  Strathbogie — 1. 

More  love  to  thee,  0  Christ. 
Omit  :  Cupar,  Dumfries — 2. 

My  blessed  Saviour,  is  thy  love. 
OMrr:  Cnpar — 1. 

My  God,  how  woHderful  thou  art. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Brechin,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Glasgow,  Haddington,  Kincar- 
dine O'Neil,  Paiflley,  Perth,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie^  12. 

My  God,  I  thank  thee,  who  hast  made. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Haddington, 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  Lockerbie,  St  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie — 12. 

My  heart  is  resting,  O  my  God. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  EUon,  Lockerbie — S. 

My  life's  a  shade,  my  days. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Breehin,  Dunoon,  Edinburgh,  Fordyce,  Haddington,  Irvine, 
Italy,  Kincardine  O'Keil,  Linlithgow,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Stranraer, 
Strathbogie — 14. 

My  spirit  on  thy  care. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Dunse,  Lockerbie — 3. 

Nearer  my  God,  to  thee. 
Omit:  Lockerbie — 1. 

No  I  not  despairingly. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Stranraer — 2. 

Not  in  anger,  mighty  God. 

Omit  :  Auchterarder,  Ellon,  Italy,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  Paisley — 6. 

Now  may  he,  who  from  the  dead. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Pertb— 3. 

Now  thank  we  all  our  God. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Fordoun,  Fordyce,  Forfar,  Forres,  Haddington,^ 
Irvine,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Lockerbie,  Orkney^  Paisley,  St.  Andrews^ 
Selkirk,  Strathbogie— 15. 

0  bring  to  Jehovah. 
Omit:  Brechin — 1. 

0  Christ,  our  hope,  our  heart's  desire. 
Omit:  Cupar,  Dundee,  Lockerbie — 3. 

0  come,  all  ye  faithful. 
Omit:  Haddington — 1. 

O  come  and  mourn  with  me  awhile. 

Omit  :  Ayr,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Dunoon,  Edinburgh,  Fordyce« 
Italy,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow,  Paisley,  Selkirk,  St.  Andrews, 
Stranraer — 15. 

0  come,  ye  that  labour. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Ayr,  Dunoon,  Linlithgow  (this  may  refer  to  181  or  18G), 
Lockerbie,  Paisley — 6. 

O  day  of  rest  and  gladness. 

Omit  :  Ayr,  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Edinburgh,  Kincardine  O'Keil,  Paisley,  St. 
Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie — 9. 

0  Father  ever  glorious. 

Omit  :  Edinbnrgh,  Qreenock,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow,  Strathbogie — 5. 
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O  for  a  faith  that  will  not  shrink. 
Omit  :   Lockerbie — 1. 

O  God,  our  help  in  ages  past 
Omit  :  Paisley — 1. 

0  happy  band  of  pilgrims. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Bijgar,  Damfries,  Rlinbar^h,  Forlyo<?,  Irvine,  Kirkcili. . 
Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  Paisley,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strath  bogie — 13 

0  Holy  Gho-'t,  thy  people  bless. 

Omit:   Aberdeen,  Arbroath,  Big^ar,  Dundee,  Edinbnrgb,  Irvine,  Klincard in-; 
0*]Seil,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  St-  Andrews,  5H;lkirk,  Strathbogie— li 

0  Jesu'*,  Lord  of  heavenly  grace. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Dumfries,  Fordyce,  Paisley — 4. 

0  let  him,  whose  sorrow. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Cupar,  Fordyce,  Paisley,  Strathbcgie — 5. 

0  Lord,  how  happy  should  we  be. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Elgin,  Italy,  Lockerbie,  Paisley,  Stranraer  — 6. 

0  Lord,  my  best  desire  fulfil. 
Omit  :  Jedburgh — 1. 

0  Lord,  thy  heavenly  grace  impart. 
Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Lockerbie — 2, 

0  love  divine,  how  sweet  thou  art 
Omit  :  Irvine — I. 

0  love,  how  deep !  how  broad !  how  high  ! 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dnnse,  Edinburgh,  Fordyce^  Haddin^'C 
Kincardine  O'Neil,  Lockerbie,  St  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie~ll 

Onward,  Christian  soldiers. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,    Dumfries,   Edinburgh  (if  some  expressions   csimot  be 
changed),  Ellon,  Forfar,  Irvine,  Italy,  Lockerbie— 8. 

0  Saviour,  bless  us  ere  we  go. 
Omit:  Paisley — 1. 

0  Saviour,  I  have  nought  to  plead. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Hamilton,  Paisley,  Strathbcgie — 6. 

0  Saviour,  where  shall  guilty  man. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Cupar,  Lockerbie — 3. 

0  timely  happy,  timely  wise. 

Omit  :  Haddington,  Orkney — 2. 

Our  blest  Redeemer,  ere  he  breathed. 
Omit:  Dumfries — I. 

Our  day  of  praise  is  done. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Edinburgh,  Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews,  Stratkbogie 


0  what,  if  we  are  Christ's. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Cupar,  Lockerbie,  Jedburgh,  Kincardine  0*Neil — 5. 

0  where  shall  rest  be  found. 
Omit  :  Lockerbie,  Paisley — 2. 

*0  worship  the  King. 
Omfi:  Paisley — 1. 

Peace,  perfect  peace. 

Omit  :  KirkoUdbright,  Paisley — 2. 
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Pleasant  are  thy  courts  above. 
Omit  :  Cupar,  Paisley — 2. 

Pour  out  thy  Spirit  from  on  high. 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Linlithgow  (?),  Paisley,  Stranraer — 4. 

Praise,  0  praise  our  God  and  King. 

Omit  :  Biggar  (this  may  refer  to  hymn  329) — 1. 

Praise  the  Lord,  his  glory  show. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Greenock,  Paisley — 3. 

Praise  the  Lord  I  ye  heavens,  adore  him. 
OanT  :  Lockerbie,  Paisley — 2. 

Praise  to  the  Holiest  in  the  height. 

Omit  :  Ayr,   Brechin,   Dumfries,   Dunoon,   Edinburgh,    Greenock,    Irvine, 
Jedburgh,  Kirkcalcly,  Lockerbie,  Paisley,  Strathbogie — 12. 

Praise  ye  Jehovah. 
Omit:  Cupar — I, 

Rejoice,  all  ye  believers. 

Omit  :  Greenock,  Paisley — 2. 

Rejoice  to-day  with  one  accord. 

Omit  :  Fordoun,  Lockerbie,  Paisley — 3. 

Safe  in  the  arms  of  Jesus. 

Omit  :  Dundee,  Jedburgh,  Kelso — 3. 

Saviour,  again  to  thy  dear  name  we  raise. 

Omit:  Biggar,  Cupar,  Edinburgh,  Strathbogie — 4. 

Saviour,  blessed  Saviour. 

Omit  :  Fordoun  (prob.  242),  Lockerbie — 2. 

Sometimes  a  light  surprises. 
Omit  :  Paisley — 1. 

^ongs  of  praise  the  angels  sang. 
Omit:  Kirkcaldy — 1. 

Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  skies. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Brechin,  Hamilton,  Paisley — 4. 

Stand  up !  stand  up  for  Jesus. 
Omit  :  Brechin — 1. 

Stand  we  prepared  to  see  and  hear. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Fordyce,  Hamilton,  Linlithgow  (?),  I^ockerbie,  Paisley—  C. 

Summer  suns  are  glowing. 

Omit  :  Dumfries,  Kelso,  Lockerbie — 3. 

Sweeter  sounds  than  music  knows. 
Omit:  Dunse,  Hamilton — 2. 

Sweet  the  moments,  rich  in  blessing. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Dunoon,  Haddington,  Perth — 4. 

Ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand. 
Omit  :  Lockerbie — 1. 

The  Church  has  waited  long. 

Omit:  Aberdeen,  Dunoon,  Ellon,  Forfar,  Haddington,  Kincardine  O'Neil, 
Strathbogie — 7. 

The  Church's  one  foundation. 

Omit:  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews,  Strathbogie  -5. 
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Q'lie  day  is  past  and  over. 

Omit  :  Hamilton,  Italy,  Kirkcaldy,  Paisley — 4. 

The  day  thou  gavest,  Lord,  is  ended. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Fordyce,  Lockerbie — 5. 

Thee  we  adore,  eternal  Lord. 
Omit:  Paisley — 1. 

The  God  of  Abraham  praise. 
Omit:  Fordoun — 1. 

The  Lord  will  come  !  the  earth  shall  quake. 

Omit  :  Auchterarder,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Paisley — 4. 

There  is  a  blessed  home. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews — 4. 

There  is  a  river,  deep  and  broad. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Cupar, '  Dumfries,  Dundee,  Danfermline, 
Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Fordyce,  Glasgow,  Greenock,  Haddiugtoo. 
Kelso,  Kincardine  0*Neil,  Lockerbie,  Perth,  St.  Andrews,  Stratbb<.»pc 
—20. 

There  is  no  night  in  heaven. 

Omit:  Aberdeen,  Lockerbie — 2. 

The  roseate  hues  of  early  dawn. 

Omit:  Aberdeen,  Biggar,  Dunoon,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Irvine,  Lockerbie, 
Paisley,  St.  Andrews- -9. 

The  Son  of  God  goes  forth  to  war. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Dunfermline,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Forres,  Hadding- 
ton, L*vine,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews. 
Strathbogie— -13. 

The  Spirit  breathes  upon  the  word. 
Omit:  Lockerbie — 1. 

The  sun  is  sinking  fast. 

Omit:  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Fordoun  (?),  Forres,  Haddington,  St 
Andrews,  Strathbogie — 8. 

Thou  art  gone  up  on  high. 
Omit:  Lockerbie — 1. 

Thou  Judge  of  quick  and  dead. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Arbroath,  Auchterarder,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Edinburgh,  For- 
dyce, Irvine,  Kincardine  O^Neil,  Kirkcaldy,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie, 
Paisley,  St.  Andrews — 14. 

Thou  who  didst  stoop  below. 
Omit  :  Cupar,  Paisley — 2. 

Thou,  whose  almighty  word. 

Omit  :  Linlithgow,  Paisley — 2. 

Through  the  day  thy  love  has  spared  us. 
Omit:  Biggar — 1. 

Through  the  love  of  God  our  Saviour. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Dunoon,  Jedburgh — 3. 

Through  the  night  of  doubt  and  sorrow. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Dunoon,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Fordyce,  Haddington,  Kincardioe 
O'Neil,  Linlithgow,  Perth,  Selkirk,  Stranraer,  Strathbogie— >  12. 

Thy  kingdom  come,  0  God. 

Omit  :  Dunse,  Kiikcaidy,  Lockerbie,  Stranraer — 4. 
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'Tis  my  happiness  below. 
Omit:  Fordyce — 1. 

To-day  the  Saviour  calls. 
Omit:  Arbroath — !► 

To  Father  and  to  Son. 

Omit:  Greenock,  Strathbogie — 2. 

To  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 
Omit:  Strathbogie — K 

Tossed  with  rough  winds,  and  faint  with  fear. 
Omit:  Aberdeen,  Strathbogie — 2. 

To  thee,  0  Comforter  Divine. 

Omit  :  Jedburgh,  LinUthgow — 2» 

Wake,  awake,  for  night  is  flying. 

Omit  :  Fordoun,  Fordyce,  Hamilton,  Irvine,  Kincardine  O'Neil  —5. 

Walk  in  the  light !  so  shalt  thou  know. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie — 6. 

Weary  of  earth  and  laden  with  my  sin. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Biggar,  Dundee,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Fordyce,  Haddington, 
Hamilton,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Kirkcaldy,  Linlithgow,  Lockerbie,  Strath- 
bogie— 13. 

We  give  thee  but  thine  own.  * 

Omit  :  Cupar,  Jedburgh,  Loekerbie,  Paisley — 4. 

Whatever  my  God  ofdains  is  right. 
Omit:  Fordoun — 1. 

What  grace,  0  Lord,  and  beauty  shone. 
Omit:  Paisley — 1. 

When  gathering  clouds  around  T  view. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews — 5. 

When  languor  and  disease  invade. 
Omit:  Hamilton,  Strathbogie — 2. 

When  morning  gilds  the  skies. 

Omit  :  Arbroath,  Ayr,  Biggar,  Dumfries,  Dunse,  Edinburgh,  Elgin,  Forres, 
Haddington,  Jedburgh,  Kirkcalily,  Linlithgow,  Paisley,  St.  Andrews, 
Selkirk,  Stranraer,  Strathbogie — 17. 

When  our  heads  are  bowed  with  woe. 

Omit:  Auchterarder,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dunoon,  Edinburgh,  Ellon,  Forfar, 
Haddington,  Irvine,  Jedburgl),  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Paisley,  Perth,  St. 
Andrews,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie — 16. 

When  the  day  of  toil  is  done. 
Omit:  Lockerbie — 1. 

When  the  weary  seeking  rest. 

Omft:  Aberdeen,  Cupar,  Elgin,  Kincardine  O^Neil,  Lockerbie,  Paisley, 
Strathbogie — 7. 

Winter  reigneth  o'er  the  land. 

Omit  :  Aberdeen,  Dunfermline,  Elgin,  Italy,  Kelso,  Lockerbie — 6. 

Work,  for  the  night  is  coming. 
Omit:  Brechin — L 

Worship  the  Lord  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

Omit  :  Biggar,  Edinburgh,  Kincardine  0*Neil,  Lockerbie,  Selkirk,  Strathbogie 
—6. 


God  hath  two  families  of  love. 

Obit  :  Arbronth,  Biggar,  Cupar,  Dunooa,  Edinburgh,  Fordy 
Lockerbie,  St.  Andrews — 9. 
Great  Slicphfird  of  the  sheep. 

Omit:  Ftrtli— 1. 
Jesua  calls  us  o'er  the  tumult. 

Omit  :  Aberdeon,  Cupar,  Fordoun  (T),  Lockerbie — 4. 
0  Jesus,  I  have  promised. 

Omit  :  Cupar — 1. 
Oace  in  royal  David's  city. 

Omit  ;  Aberdeen,  Biggor,  Jedbui^h,  Kincardine  O'Neil,  Loc 
0  now  is  the  time. 

Omit:  Greenock—. 
There  camo  a  little  Child  to  earth. 

Omit  :  Haddington,  Kincardine  O'Neil— 2, 
There  is  a  green  hill  far  away. 

Omit  ;  Porfar,  Haddington,  Kincardine  O'Neil— 3. 


ANCIENT  HYMNS. 

We  praise  thee,  0  God — Te  Deum. 

Ourr:   Edinburf{h — 1. 
Glory  be  to  God  on  high. — Glm-ia  in  Excelni. 

Ohit  :   Edinburgh,  Ulgin,  Italy — 3. 

SCRIPTURE  SENTENCB8. 
Omit:  (1,  3,  and  4),  Cupar — I. 


XXXVIII.  HYMNAL  COMMITTEE.  23 

Add  following  Paraphrases  to  those  in  Draft  Uymnal. 

Nos.  11,  19,  20,  22,  23,  26,  32,  41,  44,  46,  48.  50,  60,  67-12  (as  DiBtnission). 

Dundee  (printed  as  in  present  F.  C.  Book). 

Nob.  6,  11,  19,  20,  22,  23,  25,  26,  32,  34,  37,  41,  42,  43,  44,  46,  48,  60,  61, 

62,  65,  66,  57,  69,  60,  65,  67— Elgin. 
Nos.  5,  8,  11,  16,  19,  20,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  32,  41,  42,  43,  44,  46,  48,  49, 

(at  V.  6),  60,  51,  52,  55,  56,  57,  59,  60,  67  (cm.  v.  10,  11). 
Greenock  (text  as  in  Paraphrases  at  end  of  Bible). 
60— Perth  (as  a  substitute  for  180). 

Insert  all  the  Paraphrases  in  present  Free  Church  Hymnal. 

Anchterarder,  Cupar,  Dumfries,  Edinburgh,  St.  Andrews — 5. 

Most  of  the  Paraphrases  in  present  Hymn -Book  should  be  retained. 
Haddington — 1 . 

With  the  exception  of  those  which  are  generally  admitted  to  be  defective 
in  doctrine  or  rhythm,  the  Paraphrases  should  be  retained 
Italy— 1. 

Paraphrases  should  be  either  wholly  omitted,  or  a  more  complete  selection 
be  made. 
Kelso,  Kincardine  0*Neil— 2. 

Omit  all  the  Paraphrases. 

Fordoun,  Irvine,  Kirkcudbright,  Orkney,  Stirling,  Strathbogie— 6. 

A  much  larger  number  of  the  best  Paraphrases  should  be  incorporated. 
Arbroath — 1. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

1.  Arrangement. 

Alphabetic — Cupar,  Stranraer. 

Mbtrigal — Haddington  (?),  Irvine. 

By  Subjects — Arbroath,  Auchterarder  (with  copious  Indices),   Dnmfries, 

Dunfermline,    Edinburgh,    Forres,   Haddington  (?),   Kelso,  Kincardine 

O'Neil,  Kirkcaldy,  Kirkcudbright,  Selkirk. 

2.  Gut  leaves,  or,  at  any  rate,  not  fixed  tunes. 

Dunoon  (an  edition  with  cut  leaves  should  be  published  if  fixed-tune  prin- 
ciple adopted  ;  this  would  facilitate  adoption  of  Hymnal),  Edinburgh 
(instead  of  or  in  addition  to  fixed- tune  edition),  Haddington,  Italy, 
Kirkcudbright,  Selkirk,  Stirling  (strict  adherence  to  principle  of  fixed 
tnnes  would  hinder  adoption  of  Hymnal),  Stranraer  (if  desired  by  many 
who  adopt  Hymnal). 

3.  Fixed  tunes. 

Forres. 

MISCELLANEOUS  SUGGESTIONS. 

Children's  Hymns  need  pruning  and  supplementing. 
Lockerbie. 

Give  no  opinion  on  Children's  Hymns. 
Linlithgow,  Strathbogie. 

Classification  in  the  Index  of  Subjects. 

Stirling  (criticised  at  length),  Perth  (classification  in  U.P.  Hymnal  in  some 
respects  better). 

A  few  passages  of  Scripture  for  chanting  might  be  added. 
Glasgow,  Perth. 
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Speedy  isrue  of  Hjmnal  ur^ed- 

Auchtenrdery  Jedburgh,  Kelso,  St^  Asdrevs, 

Capitals  to  be  used  with  prenoans  refeirisg  to  the  Tiiree  Persons  of  iL-t 

Bieg«<?d  TrinitT- 

Dim&e,  Kirkcttdbright,  Stiriing,  Stnumer. 

A  better  title  than  Free  Church  Hjmnai  might  be  fexmd,  €.^. — "T-e 
ScottL-h  Pz$alter  and  Hymn-Book  "  (biodk&g  the  ineCncml  psalms  viih 
the  hrmD.s;,  or  ^'  Hymns  and  Spiritoal  So&gK." 
Perth. 

Recommend  following  to  Hymnal  Committee  for  reeonsideradoii. 

17,  22,  56,  60,  63,  72,  79,  83,  173,  174.  260^  2«5,  275,  276.  «0i,  2S5,  »?. 

291,  292,  293,  309,  313,  324— Brechin. 

It  has  also  been  snggested  that 

A  text  of  Scripture  be  prefixed  to  each  hyaiB. 

That  the  author's  name  be  appended  to  each  hymn. 
That  each  part  of  a  hjrmn  be  reckoned  a  hynuu 

+ 
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APPENDIX   11. 


HYMNS  PROPOSED  FOR  INSERTION  IN  ROOM  OP  THOSE  REJECTED. 


1  I  greet  thee,  my  Redeemer  sore, 

I  tnut  in  none  but  thee. 
Thou  who  hast  borne  such  tdl  And  ahome 

And  suffering  for  me. 
Our  hearts  from  cares  and  cravings  vain. 

And  foolish  fears  set  free. 

2  Thou  art  the  life  by  which  we  live. 

Our  strength  is  all  from  thee ; 
Uphold  na  so  in  face  of  death, 

What  time  soe'er  it  be, 
That  we  may  meet  it  with  strong  heart, 

And  may  die  peacefully. 

3  The  true  and  perfect  gentleness 

We  find  in  thee  alone ; 
Make  us  to  know  thy  loveliness ; 

Teach  us  to  love  thee  known ; 
Grant  us  sweet  fellowship  with  thee. 

And  all  who  are  thine  own. 

4  Our  hope  is  in  none  else  but  thee ; 

Faith  holds  thy  promise  fast ; 
Be  pleased,  Lord,  to  strengthen  us, 

Whom  thou  redeemed  hast, 
To  bear  all  troubles  patiently, 

And  overcome  at  Ust. 

5  Children  of  Eve,  and  heirs  of  ill. 

To  thee  thy  banish'd  cry ; 
To  thee  in  sorrow's  vale  we  bring 

Our  sighs  and  misery  ; 
We  take  the  sinner's  place,  and  plead«« 

Lord,  save  us,  or  we  die. 

6  Look  thou,  our  Daysman  and  High  Priest, 

Upon  our  low  estate  ; 
Make  us  to  see  God's  face  in  peace. 

Through  thee,  our  Advocate. 
With  thee,  our  Saviour,  may  our  feet 

Enter  at  heaven's  gate. 

Calvik. 


Take  up  thy  cross,  the  Saviour  said. 
If  thou  wouldst  my  disciple  be ; 

Deny  thyself,  the  world  forsake  ; 
And  humbly  follow  after  me. 
.38 


2  Take  up  thy  cross,  let  not  its  weight 

Fill  thy  weak  spirit  with  alarm  ; 
His  strength  shall  bear  thy  spirit  up, 
And  brace  thy  heart,  and  nerve  thine 
arm* 

3  Take  up  thy  cross,  nor  heed  the  shame. 

Nor  let  tliy  foolish  pride  rebel ; 
Thy  Lord  for  thee  the  cross  endured, 
To  save  thy  soul  from  death  and  hell. 

4  Take  up  thy  cross,  then,  in  his  strength, 

And  calmly  every  danger  brave ; 
'Twill  guide  thee  to  a  better  home, 
And  lead  to  victory  o'er  the  grave. 

5  Take  up  thy  cross  and  follow  him, 

Nor  think  till  death  to  lay  it  down ; 
For  only  he  who  bears  the  cross 

May  hope  to  wear  the  glorious  crown. 

EVSRKST. 


1  Thy  works,  not  mine,  0  Christ, 

Speak  gladness  to  this  heart ; 
They  tell  me  all  is  done  ; 
They  bid  my  fear  depart. 

Htfrain. 

To  whom  save  thee. 

Who  can  alone 

For  sin  atone. 
Lord,  shall  I  flee  ? 

2  Thy  tears,  not  mine,  O  Christ, 

Have  wept  my  guilt  away, 
And  tum'd  this  night  of  mine 
Into  a  blessed  day. 

3  Thy  cross,  not  mine,  O  Christ, 

Has  borne  the  awful  load 
Of  sins,  that  none  in  heaven 
Or  earth  could  bear  but  God. 

4  Thy  death,  not  mine,  O  Christ, 

Has  paid  the  ransom  due  ; 
Ten  thousaod  deaths  like  mine 
Would  have  been  all  too  few. 

6  Thy  righteousness,  0  Christ, 
Alone  can  cover  me  ; 
No  righteousness  avails 
Save  that  which  is  of  thee. 

BOKAB. 

0 


26 


APPEHDIX  TO  RZPOKT  OF  TBb  HTKSAL  COMMimaL 


XEXTU. 


For  the  Young. 


1  Go,  when  the  momiDg  shineth. 

Go,  wheD  the  noon  is  bright ; 
Go,  when  the  ere  declineth. 

Go  in  the  hush  of  night ; 
Go  with  pore  mind  and  feeling. 

Fling  earthly  thought  away. 
And,  in  thy  chamber  kneeling. 

Do  thou  in  secret  pray. 

2  Remember  all  who  love  thee, 

All  who  are  lored  by  thee ; 
Pray,  too,  for  those  that  hate  thee, 

If  any  such  there  be. 
Then  for  thyself,  in  me^ness, 

A  blessing  humbly  claim. 
And  link  with  each  petition 

The  great  Redeemer's  name. 

3  Or,  if  'tis  e'er  denied  thee 

In  solitude  to  pray. 
Should  holy  thoughts  come  o'er  thee. 

When  friends  are  round  thy  way ; 
Even  then  the  silent  breathing 

Of  thy  spirit  raised  above, 
May  reach  his  throne  of  glory. 

Who  is  mercy,  truth,  and  love. 

4  Oh,  not  a  joy  or  blessing 

With  this  can  we  compare ! 
The  power  that  he  hath  given  as 

To  pour  our  heart  in  prayer. 
Whene'er  thou  pin'st  in  sadness, 

Before  his  footstool  fall, 
And  remember,  in  thy  gladness. 

His  grace  who  gave  &ee  all 

Hb8.  Snfpsow. 


1  What  a  Friend  we  hare  in  Jesos, 

All  our  sins  and  griefs  to  hear  I 
What  a  privilege  to  carry 

Everything  to- God  in  prayer! 
O  what  peace  we  often  forfeit  J 

0  what  needless  pain  we  bear ! 
All  because  we  do  not  carryi 

Everything  to  God  in  prayer. 


2  Have  we  trials  asd  temptati< 

Is  there  trouble  aajw^ere? 
We  should  never  be  diseovraged. 

Take  it  to  the  Lord  in  prayes: 
Can  we  find  a  friend  so  £uthfnl 

Who  wfll  an  our  sorrowv  share  ? 
Jesus  knows  our  every  weaknev. 

Take  it  to  the  Lord  in  prayer. 

3  Are  we  weak  and  heavy  laden. 

Cumbered  with  a  load  ol  care? 
Pkecious  Saviour,  still  our  refuge — 

Take  it  to  the  Lord  in  prayer. 
Do  thy  friends  despise,  fonake  thee? 

Take  it  to  the  Lord  in  prayer ; 
In  his  arms  hell  take  and  ahield  the«. 

Thou  wilt  find  a  solace  there. 

Buas. 


1  I  was  a  wandering  sheep, 
I  did  not  love  the  fold, 

I  did  not  love  my  Shepherd^'s  voiee, 
I  would  not  be  oontroITd. 
I  was  a  wayward  child, 
I  did  not  lore  my  home, 

I  did  not  love  my  Fatiter^s  voiee, 
I  loved  afar  to  roam. 

2  The  Shepherd  sought  his  sheep, 
The  Father  sought  his  child. 

They  followed  me  o'er  vale  and  hSl, 
O'er  deserts  waste  and  wUd. 
They  found  me  nigh  to  death, 
Fannah'd  and  faint  and  lone ; 

They  bound  me  with  the  bands  of  lore; 
Tliey  saved  the  wandering  one. 

3  They  spoke  in  tender  love. 
They  raised  my  drooping  head. 

They  gently  closed  my  bleeding  woosdi, 
My  fainting  soul  tiiey  fed. 
They  washed  my  filth  away. 
They  made  me  dean  and  fair. 

They  brought  me  to  my  home  in  peare. 
llie  long-sought  wanderer. 

4  I  was  a  wandering  sheep, 
I  would  not  be  control] 'd. 

But  now  I  love  my  Shepherd's  voice, 

I  love,  I  love  the  fold  1 

I  was  a  wayward  child, 

I  once  pref err'd  to  roam. 
But  now  I  love  my  Father's  vcuce, 

I  Ibve,  I  love  his  homi^ 

Boxii. 
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Communications  to  be  addreMcd  to  Mr.  Martin,  at  the  Office  of  the  Fund, 

No.  49  Caatle  Street,  Edinburgh. 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST  TO  THE  TXJlSfD. 

I  leave  and  beqaeath  the  sum  of  poonds 

{the  amount  being  written  in  wordSj  not  in  figures)  to  ''  The  F&kb  Cmrscfi 
Ministeus'  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund  ; "  and  I  appoint  the  same  to  he 
paid  at  the  first  term  of  Whitsunday  or  Martinmas  after  my  death. 


THIRTY-FIFTH  YEAR  OF   THE   FUND, 

ENDING  15th  May  1880. 


Report  of  the  Trubtbbs  of  the  Free  Church  Ministers'  Widows' 
and  Orphans'  Fund  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Free 
Ghurch  of  Scotland,  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  the  19th  day 
of  May  1881. 

On  the  state  and  progress  of  the  Fund,  the  Trustees  have  to  report  as 
follows — ^referring  for  explanations  to  the  more  detailed  view  of  parti- 
culars contained  in  the  Lists  and  States  subjoined  : — 

1.  That  during  the  year  ending  at  Whitsunday  1880,  34  Minister^ 
were  admitted  to  a  pastoral  charge,  and  to  a  share  of  the  Susteotatioo 
Fund,  for  the  first  time. 

2.  That  21  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  died  (2  of  whom  had 
ceased  to  be  connected  with  the  Sustentation  Fund),  leaving  15  widows 
and  also  28  children  below  eighteen  years  of  age. 

3.  That  19  Ministers  were  translated,  respectively,  from  one  pastoral 
charge  to  another. 

4.  That  12  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  ceased  to  have  any  share 
of  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

5.  That  2  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund  were  re-admitted  to 
pastoral  charges,  and  to  a  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund. 

6.  That  at  Whitsunday  1880,  7  Ministers,  through  non-payment  of 
their  annual  contributions,  ceased  to  he  connected  with  the  Fund,  in  terms 
of  the  proviso  in  section  8th  of  the  Act  incorporating  the  Fund. 

7.  That  at  Whitsunday  1880,  29  pastoral  charges  were  vacant,  by  the 
death  or  removal  of  Ministers  connected  with  the  Fund. 

\ 
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8.  That  giving  effect  to  the  changes  before  specified  on  the  nnmbei? 
connected  with  the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1879,  as  stated  in  last  jear« 
Beport,  there  were  connected  with  the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1880 — 


OfMiDisters,  ....       1010 

Of  vacant  charges,      ....  29 

1039 
Of  ProfeBson,  .12 

Of  Ministers  and  Professor  who  have  ceased 
to  have  any  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fimd 
and  College  Fund  respectively,       .  .  96 


1147 


Owi— popdiay  n^jL  Vn 

1005 
28 


1033 
12 


95 


1140 


9.  That  during  the  year  ending  11th  August  1880,  24  Ministerf 
married  or  were  married  at  their  admission,  of  whom  17  were  under, 
and  7  above,  45  years  of  age. 

10.  That  during  the  year  ending  15th  May  1880, 15  widows  snd  i^ 
children  became  entitled  for  the  first  time  to  annuities. 

11.  That  2  widows  upon  the  Fund  died  or  were  remarried  daring  th 
year  aforesaid. 

12.  That  24  children  ceased  to  be  entitled  to  annuities  during  tht 
year  aforesaid,  haying  died  or  attained  the  age  of  eighteen  years  complete. 

18.  That  giving  effect  to  these  changes,  the  number  of  annuitants  c: 
the  Fund  at  Whitsunday  1880  was  as  under : — 


Of  Widows  entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £46,     .  162 

Of  Children  nnder  18  yeans  of  age- 
Entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £24,  108 
Entitled  to  an  annuity  of  £36, 
their  mother  also  h«ing  dead,      .  19 

127 


ifft 
149 


101 
22 


123 


14.  That  at  Slst  March  1881,  when  the  accounts  for  the  bygone  year 
were  closed,  the  accumulated  Funds  were  as  under : — 

Of  the  Widows*  Scheme,  .  £208,114    7    7 

Of  the  Oiphans' Seheme,  .  57,496  15    4 

Of  the  Miller  Bequest,  100    0    0 


£265,711     2  11 


and  that  the  amount  was  inrested  in  the  manner  and  at  the  rales  of  in- 
terest specified  in  the  State  of  the  Funds  hereto  appended.     The  mamf 


XXXIX.  widows'  and  orphans'  fund. 


on  the  Accumolated  Fonds  during  the  year  ending  31st  March  1881 
has  been  as  under : — 

Of  the  Widows' Scheme,  £8,664    6  10 

Of  the  Orphans*  Scheme,  .  1,155    5     9 


£9,819  12    7 


As  will  be  seen  on  referring  to  the  Accounts  appended,  the  following 
Legacies  and  Donations  have  been  received  this  year  in  aid  of  the  Fund, 
viz. : — 

From  John  Russell,  Terrace  Bank,  Kirkcaldy,  legacy,     .  £1000    0    0 
y,     The  Tmstees   of  the  late  Mrs.  Taylor  or  Greig, 
Edinborgh,  in  full  of  her  Bequest  of  the  residue 
of  her  Estate,  liferented  by  her  husband  lately 
deceased,  .....     1465    0    0 

„    Dr.  Fleming,  38  Manor  Place,  annual  donation,    .  110 

£2,466     1     0 

As  regards  the  proposals  4o  admit  to  the  benefits  of  this  fund  Ministers 
and  Missionaries  labouring  in  foreign  lands,  the  General  Assembly  of  last 
year  renewed  their  remit  to  the  Truistees  in  the  following  terms :  '^  Renew 
the  remit  to  the  Trustees,  in  co-operation  with  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Missions,  to  consider  as  to  the  possibility  of  admitting  to  this  Fund  ail 
Ministers  of  the  Church  labouring  in  foreign  lands  " 

Since  last  Assembly  the  Trustees  have  corresponded  with  the  Foreign 
Missions  Committee,  and  the  other  Committees  concerned,  on  the  subject  of 
the  remit,  and  after  full  and  anxious  deliberation  thereon,  the  Trustees  now 
respectfully  report  as  follows.     They  find — 

1.  That  the  proposal  originally  made  by  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee 
was,  that  the  whole  of  their  ordained  Missionaries,  and  unordained  Medical 
Missionaries,  present  and  future,  together  with  the  existing  Widows  and 
Orphans  of  Missionaries,  shall  be  admitted  to  this  Fund ;  thus  superseding 
entirely  the  existing  Foreign  Missions  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Scheme. 

2.  That  the  proposal  of  the  Foreign  Missions  Committee  now  is,  that 
there  shall  be  admitted  to  this  Fund  (1)  12  only  of  their  present  ordained 
Missionaries,  and  4  unordained  Medical  Missionaries ;  (2)  6  unordained 
teaching  Missionaries;  and  (8)  the  whole  of  their  future  Missionaries — 
ordained,  medical,  and  teaching — while  their  existing  Widows'  and  Orphans' 
Scheme  shall  be  kept  up  for  behoof  of  the  existing  widows  and  children 
on  that  Scheme,  and  the  widows  and  children  of  the  Missionaries  who  are 
still  to  remain  connected  therewith. 

3.  That  the  proposals  on  behalf  of  the  other  Committees  concerned 
(the  Colonial,  Continental,  and  Jewish  Committees)  are  substantially  to  the 
effect,  that  in  any  new  Act  of  Parliament  powers  shall  be  sought  by  the 
Trustees  of  this  Fund  to  treat  with  and  admit  such  of  their  Ministers  or 
Missionaries  as  may  individually  apply  for  admission  to  this  Fund,  on 
such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on  between  the  Trustees  and  the  respective 
applicants. 


G  REPORT  OT  THK  TRUSTBB8  OF  THB  XXX1\. 

Under  these  circnmstances  the  Trustees  have  felt  called  apon  to  conslu^T 
anew  the  whole  questioDs  involyed  in  the  remit  from  the  Oeneral  Assembiv. 
and  they  have  come  to  be  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  expedient  for  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Fund  under  their  charge  to  agree  to  the  proposals  now  formu- 
lated as  above  explained.  Thej  are  of  opinion  that  the  proposals  lov 
made  would  introduce  into  this  Fund  complications  and  elements  of  ri«k. 
which  could  not  hereafter,  however  desirable,  be  got  quit  of,  and  the  ulti- 
mate bearing  of  which,  on  the  permanent  stability  of  tbe  Fond,  it  \- 
impossible  to  foresee. 

Signed  in  name  and  bj  order  of  the  Trustees, 

ROBERT  GORDON,  Convtuer. 

Edinbi  KOH  I3th  May  1881. 

N.B.^h  Statement  of  Mrs.  Mackay*8  Fund  ia  annexed  hereto,  p.  28. 
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RIPOBT  Of  THB  TRUSTEES  Of  THE 


AB8TRA0T  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Free  Ghnrch  Ifinistezs'  Widows' 

RECEIPTS. 

L— ON  AOGOUNT  OF  THE  **  WIDOWS*  SGHEHE." 

From  the  Sustbntation  Committee  : — 

Sums  payable  oa  the  admission  of  Ministers  to  a  pastoral 

charge  : — 

2d  half  of  £10,  payable  at  Whitsunday  1880,  in  respect 

of  43  Ministers,  at  £5  each, 

A  Minlfltcr  admitted  during  year  to  16th  May  1879  baa  alnce  ceased 
to  be  connected  with  the  Sustentatlon  Fund.  If  he  continues  his 
connection  with  the  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Fund,  the  second  half 
of  his  entry-money  will  appear  in  next  Account 


1st  half  of  £10,  in  respect  of  34  Ministers  admitted  during 
the  year  to  Whitsunday  1880,  at  £5  each,    . 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions — 
Due  at  Whitsunday  1880  :— 

In  respect  of  1010  Ministers  at  £5  each,   £5,050    0    0 

In  respect  of  29  vacant  Congregations  at 

£5  each, 145     0     0 

Arrear  due  at  Whitsunday  1878   in   re- 
spect of  1  vacant  congregation,  5    0    0 


£215     0    0 


Sums  payable  on  the  Marriage  of  Ministers : — 

In  respect  of  24  Ministers  who  married,  or  were  married 
at  the  date  of  their  admission,  during  the  year  ending 
11th  August  1880:— 

17  under  45  years  of  age,  £5  each,     .        £85     0    0 
7  above  45  years  of  age,  1st  half  of  £10,         35    0    0 


2d  half  of  £10,  in  respect  of  6  Ministers, 


£120    0    0 
30    0    0 


F&OM  THE  College  Committees  : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whitsunday  1880, 
in  respect  of  12  Professors,  £5  each,     .... 

From  Ministers  and  Professor  who  have  ceased  to  have 
any  share  of  the  Sustentation  Fund  and  College  Fund : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whit- 
sunday 1880,  by  79  Ministers  and  1  Pro- 
fessor, £5  each, £400    0    0 

Received  on  account  of  Arrears  outstanding 

at  3Ut  March  1880,  from  15  Ministers,  75     0    0 

Carry  forward, 


170     0    0 
0    0 


£386 


5,200     0    0 


£5,685     0    0 


160     0    0 


60     0    0 


475     0    0 

£6,270    0    0 
I 
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and  Orphans*  Fond  for  the  year  ending  31flt  Ifaxch  1881. 

PAYMENXa 

L— OH  AOOOUHT  OF  THB  ''WIDOWS'  SCHEMB.** 

AmnTTms  to  Widows  : — 

I>ae  at  Whitsonday  1880,  to  162  Widows,  for  half  a  year, 
at  £23  each, 

Dae  at  Martinmas  1880,  to  164  Widows,  for  half  a  year,  at 
£23  each, 


Leas  Income-Taz, 


Haying  in  view  the  comparative  progress  of  the  two 
Schemes,  the  Trustees  have  seen  reason  meanwhile  to 
transfer  the  charges  of  administration  to  the  Orphan 
Scheme,  in  virtue  of  the  powers  conf eired  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament. 


£3,726 

0 

0 

3.772 

0 

0 

£7,498 

0 

0 

194 

7 

0 

£7.303 

13 

0 

Oarry  forward* 


£7,303  13    0 
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REPOBT  or  TW  T^USTS9B  O?  THS 


£6,270     0     O 


Abstract  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Free  Church  Ministers'  Widows' 

HBGEIPTS. 
L-OH  ACCX>nNT  OP  THE  "WIDOWS'  flC^m^*'-'^'^*^^- 

Brought  f onrvd, 

LSOAGIBS  AND  DONATIOIIS  r — 

From  the  late  John  Boasell,  of  Terraoe  Bank, 

Kirkcaldy,  Legacy, £1,000    0    0 

From  MxB.  Jan^t  Taylor  or  Oreig,  in  fnll  of 
her  Bequest  of  the  Besidae  of  her  Estate 
liferented  by  her  hnsband,  lately  deceased,     1,465    0    0 

From  Dr.  Flemings  38  Manor  Plaoe^  annual 

Bonatioii, 110 


Whereof  effeiring  to  the  Ovphasi^  Scheme, 
tvo-sevenths, 


£2,466     1     0 


704  11     9 


<  I     II" 


IzTTKRUT  received  oa  the  eumttlo  Capital,  eK* 

dosive  of  cmrrent  Interest,    .  .£10,178     9    5 

Whereof  effeiring  to  the  Oiphans'  Scheme,    .     2,241  18  10 

Total  for  the  Widows'  Scheme, 


XL— OH  AOCOUVT  OF  THE  "OBFaANB*  SOHBM&** 

From  thx  Scbtxktation  CoMxnrRB : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions : — 
Due  at  Whitsunday  1880— 

In  respect  of  1010  Ministers,  £2  each,   .  £2,020    0    0 

In  respect  of  29  Tacant  Congregations, 

£2  each, 58    0    0 

Airear    due  at  Whitsunday '  1878    in 
respect  of  1  yacant  Congr^ation,  2    0    0 


£2,080    0    0 


FftoK  thb  Coixscn  Comm rrrxBS :— 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributions  due  at  Whit- 
sunday 1880,  in  respect  of  12  Professors, 
£2  each,        ...... 


24    0    0 


Carryforward,    £2,104    0    0 


IMl     9    3 


7,936  10     7 


£15,967  19  10 


£15,967  19  10 


XXXIX. 
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and  Orphans'  Fund  for  the  Tear  ending  Slat  March  ISii— continued. 

PAYMENTS. 
1-^ir  AdOOmrr  of  THB  "WIMWB*  nOBBME^—wnHnued. 

Brought  forward. 


i,1,ZM  13    0 


*t!<yrAJL  for  the  Widows*  Sebem^, 


a— OH  AOOOUST  OF  THB  "  OBFHAHB*  BOBIKB." 

AMNUITDEB  to  CkTLDBXS  I — 

Due  at  Whitsunday  1880  :— 

To  108  Children  at  £12  each,  heing   for 
half  a  year,  £1^M    0    0 

To  19  Children  at  £18  each 
(their  mothen  also  bemg 
dead),  for  half  a  year^        .      943    0    0 


i,fim  0  0 


Due  at  Martinmas  1880  :— 

To  103  Children  at  £12  each, 
being  for  half  a  year. 

To  17  children  at  £18,  eadi 
(their  mothers  also  being 
dead),  for  half  a  year, 


1,236    0    0 


306    0    6 


1,642 


0    ( 


Jam  tnilotaie  Tax, 


£3,  ISO    d    0 
72  18    6 


Carryforward,    £3,107    6    6 


£7,3103  13    0 


£7,308  13    0 
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EXPORT  OF  TEM  TBURXU  OF  THB 


'rrmrr. 


£15^7  19  10 


Abstbact  of  the  Accouurs  of  the  Free  Chmcli  MinwterBr  WidowB' 

BECEIFTS. 

Brooglii  f orwaid, 

ii^<-ov  Aoaomt  of  zh£  "  ouPHAmr  bghehe."— «>"<«»««<- 

Brought  forwmid,  £2,104    0    0 

FsoK  MnriffrKBS  akp  PsonsBOB  who  hare 
ccMed  to  have  any  share  of  the  Stutenta' 
tioQ  Fond  and  College  Fond  : — 

Ordinary  Annual  Contributiona  due  at  Wltit- 
•unday  1880,  in  respect  of  79  Miniatera 
and  1  Professor,  £2  each,  .    £100    0    0 

Receiyed  on  account  of  Arrears 
outstanding  at  31st  March 
1880,  from  15  Ministers,   .        30    0    0 

190    0    0 


Amount  of  Bates,    .  £2,294    0    0 

LXOACISB  AVD  DOITATKOITB  :— 

Proportion  of  £2466,  Is.,  receiyed  for  both 
Schemes  as  before  stated,  effeiring  to  the 
Orphans' Scheme, 704  11     9 

InTZBXST  received  on  the  cumulo  capital,  propor- 
tion effeiring  to  the  Orphans'  Scheme  as 
before  stated, 2,241  18  10 

Total  for  the  "  Oiphans*  Sdieme,'*  


[  m— ULLBB  BBQUBBT. 

From  the  Trustees  of  the  late  Br.  Hugh  Miller,  Broomfield, 
Helensburgh,  to  account  of  Legacy  of  £400  (to  be  invested 
and  Interest  only  applied),  ...... 


IV.— KONBTB  IMVJtBTKD  BiBPAZD. 

To  Account  of  Bond  and  DxgpoBrnoN  in  Securi^ 
for  £5500,  over  Lands  in  Wigtonshire,    .         £1,000    0    0 

On  Assignation  to  Improvement  Beot  Charges 
over  Lands  in  Lanarkshire     .  48    3    7 


6,240  10    7 


100    0    0 


1,046    3    7 


Carryforward,     £22,366  14    0 


XXXIX. 
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and  Orphans*  Fnnd  for  the  year  ending  Slat  March  1881 — continued, 

PAYMBNTa 


Brought  forward, 
IL-OH  ACOOUHT  OP  THE  *'OBPHANB'  80HEMR"— <»»**<»««^ 

Brought  forward,  £3,107     6    6 

ExpxNBSS  connected  with  the   management  of 
the  Fund : — 

Printing,   Advertiaing,  and  Sta- 
tionery,      £60  17    2 

Auditor's  Fee  for  auditing  Ac- 
counts, year  1879-80,      .        .      26    5    0 

Do.  Fee  for  Investigation 
ii^to  the  affairs  of  the  Fund  as 
at  16th  May  1879,  as  fixed  by 
Mr.  Moncreiff,  Accountant  of 
Court,         .        .  £626    0    0 

Less    returned    by 

Mr.  Wood,  .     106    0    0 


£420    0    0 
Mr.  Monoreiif  s  Fee  % 
for  adjusting  same,      7     7    0 


Treasurer's     Salary 

Balance  year   to 

31st  March  1880,  £160    0    0 
Year  to  31st  March 

1881,  .         .     300    0    0 


427     7    0 


Postages  and  Incidents, 
Total  for  the  <*  Orphans'  Scheme," 


460    0    0 
13    9    2 


977  18    4 


XIL— M0NS7B  IHVB8TED. 

On  Boim  and  Disposition  in  Security  over  lands  in  Ross- 
shire,         


jy.— IHTEBIH  ADVAK0B8  BBPAIB. 

To  Sustentation  Committee,  to  account  of  interim  advances 
received  prior  to  3lBt  March  1880,     .        .  £1,200    0    0 

To  Mrs.   Mackay's  Fund  Trustees,   repaid  to 

account  of  interim  advance,        .  10    0    0 

To  Thomas  Martin,  C.A.,  as  Judicial  Factor  on 

a  Trust  Estate,  amount  of  Interim  advance   2,800    0    0 


Cany  forward, 


£7,303  13     0 


4,086     4  10 


11,600    0    0 


4,010    0    0 


£26,898  17  10 
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SSPOlT  OF  TBE  TBUStEH  OF  THE 


Abstbact  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Free  Church  Hinisteri^  Widows' 


RECEIPTS. 


BroQ^t  forwAfdy 


v.-nrasBni  aj>yascbm 

From  Snsfcentation  Committee,  am 
Rates  due  15th  May  1881— 

On  June  30,  1880,     . 
On  Jnly  24,  1880,     . 


of 


£4^300    •    0 
300    0    0 

• *•-   '-- 


£22,356  14    0 


Balamck  at  3l8t  March  1880,  at  stated  m  last  y^ftt^s  Abstradt 
brought  forward, 


4,€M 

•    0 

lis 

7  10 

£27,070 

1  10 

Edihbuxob,  11^  Map  1881. — ^The  AcooiintSy  ol  which  the  foti^oing  is  aa 
instructions  thereof,  and  found  to  be  correct ;  tii^  Balanea  tbeveon  beiig 
due  by  the  Commercial  Bank,  on  Account  Cniren^  and  £i^  7sl  €<L  dne  by  tbe 


XXZIX. 
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and  Orphans'  Fund  for  the  Tear  ending  Slst  March  1881 — continued. 


PAYMENTS. 


Broigkl  forward. 


BALAHCB  at  Sltt  Kardl  IMX  :~ 


Due  by  Commercial  Bank  of  Sootland— 

On  Acoonnt-Current, 
Due  by  TroMnrer,  .... 


.    £164  16    6 
6    7    6 


•■■  ' ' "  ■' 


£86»a96  17  10 


171     4    0 


.^^^^^■A* 


£t7,070    1  10 


Abstract,  have  been  examined  by  lira  and  comttered  tHth  the  Vonchers  and 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-one  Ponndfl^  Four  SbiUiUgg  (wliteMf  £164, 16e.  6d. 
Tieasorer),  in  faronr  of  the  Tmet 

WILLIAM  WOOD,  AvdUor. 
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BSPOBT  OF  THS  TBUSTOB  OW  TSS 


TXXTX. 


STATE  of  the  FUNDS  at  31st  March  1881. 


L — OF  THB  "WIDOWS'  SCHEME." 

Accnmolftfced  Funds  realised  At  Slat  March  1880,    . 

Receipts  during  the  year  to  3l8t  March  1881,    £15,967  19  10 

Payments  during  said  year,      ....     7,303  13    0 


Arrears  at  Slst  March  1881 : — 

Due  to  Scheme  by  16  Ministers  who  have 
ceased  to  have  any  share  of  the  Sustentation 
Fund, £80    0    0 

Due  by  Scheme  to  1  Widow,  half-year's  Annuity 
due  at  Martinmas  1880,  not  drawn     .  22    8    6 


IL— OF  THB  "  OBPHAHS'  SOHBKE." 

Accumulated  Funds  at  30th  March  1830,      .    £66,341     9    7 
Receipts  during  the  year  to 

31st  March  1881,  .     £6,240  10    7 

Payments  during  said  year,     .       4,086    4  10 


1,155    6    9 


Arrears  at  31st  March  1881 : — 

Due  by  16  Ministers  who  have  ceased  to 
have  any  Share  of  the  Sustentation 
Fund, 


£57,496  15    4 


32    0    0 


m.— hulbb  bequest. 

Sum  received  to  account, 

Total  Amount  of  the  Fuitbs  at  31st  March  1881, 
exclusive  of  current  interest^         .        .        .        ^ 

Whxriof — 

Invested  on  approved  Heritable  Securities  of  the  foDowing 
amounts : — 


Bearing  Interest  at  4^  per  cent. 


Bearing  Interest  at  4^  per  cent.. 
Bearing  Interest  at  4  per  cent., 


£3,700  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

3,000  0  0 

627  8  10 

4,000  0  0 

7,809  13  1 

14^000  0  0 

9,000  0  0 

2,000  0  0 

500  0  0 

4,500  0  0 


Cany  forward,      £53,637    1  11 


£199,450     O     9 


8,664     6  10 


£208,114     7     7 


57  11     6 


£208,171  19    I 


57,528  15    4 


100    0    0 


£265,800  14    5 


£265,800  14    5 


XXXIX. 


widows'  and  obphans'  fund. 
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Total  Funds  brought  forward, 
Investmxnts  brought  forward,   £53,637 


Bearing  Interest  at  4  per  oeat., 


Bearing  Interest  at  31  per  eent., 
Bearing  Interest  at  3f  per  cent, 


6,000 

20,000 

6,000 

8,000 

8,000 

8,000 

2,652 

5,000 

1,000 

3,000 

10,000 

10,000 

10,900 

8,000 

3,000 

8,000 

10,000 

10,000 

15,000 

7,000 

13,000 

11,400 

1,850 

7.500 

7,000 

4,300 

11,500 


1  11 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

17  0 


£265,800  14    5 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


£269,239  18  11 

Deduct  Interim  advances — 

From  Mrs.  Mackay's  Fond,  .      £100    0    0 
From  Snstentation  Committee,   3,600    0    0 

3,700    0    0 


£265,539  18  11 


Balance  due  by  Commercial  Bank  of  Scotland — 

On  Aeooimt  Current,  .        •       £164  16    6 

Balance  due  by  Treasurer,  6     7    6 


171     4    0 
£265,711     2  11 


Arrears  at  31st  March  1881— 
Due  to  Widows'  Scheme,  • 
Due  to  Orphans'  Scheme,    . 


£57  11     6 
32    0    0 


89  11     6 


£265,800  14     5 


Kdikbxtroh,  lUh  May  1881.— Certified  by 


WILLUM  WOOD,  Audiiar. 
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BMPOtL't  OP  THE  TRUStEES  OF  tBM 


XXML 


MRS.  MACKAY'S   FUND. 

Ik  appending  an  Aocoimt  off  tiie  IntromiBsions  witb  Mn.  Mackay's  Fond  for  the 
year  ending  Slat  Mardi  1881,  and  a  state  of  the  Tnut-Fonda  as  at  that  date,  the 
Trosteee  have  anew  to  repeat  part  of  a  former  year's  statement : — 

"  The  Church  is  aware  that  this  Fund  was  left  by  the  late  Mrs.  Mackay  of 
Bockfield,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  annuities  to  children  of  deceased  Ministcn 
connected  with  the  Miniaters'  Widows*  and  Orphans*  Fund  of  the  Free  Church, 
these  children  being  abore  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  a  preference  being  girea 
to  '  such  child  or  children  as  shall  be  blind  or  otherwise  disabled  or  incapacitatwi 
in  body  or  mind.* " 

The  Trust  Capital  amounta  to  £1190,  6s.  1  Id.,  and  the  annual  interest  tberecrf 
is  available  for  tiie  purposes  of  the  Trust.  The  Fund  being  limited  to  ohildrai  d 
deceased  Ministers  who  were  oonnected  with  the  Widows*  and  Orphans'  Fund  d 
the  Free  Church,  the  applaoants  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fund  were^  for  many  yean* 
necessarily  few  in  number,  and  an  accumulation  of  revenue  thus  accraed,  whick 
has  been  gradually  reduced  to  £103,  4s.  Id.  Hie  annual  income  from  tke 
Trust  amounts  to  about  £90^  and  there  are  at  present  five  annuitants  on  the 
Fund,  whose  annuities  amount  collectively  to  £62,  10a.  per  annnm 

BOBT.  GOfiDON, 

Eddtburoh,  ISih  May  1881. 


ABSTRACT  of  iKTROMUSiONd  with  VtBh.  MAtilUYli  FtXKD  f61t  tCtt  ITtAK 

ENDuro  3l9i  Maboh  1881. 

RECEIPTS. 


Balance  of  Account  ending  31st  Maith  1880,         .  .  ■ 

Imtbrbst  received —  | 

On  Capital  «um  of  £1190,  6a.  lid.  Invested  on  Heritable 
Securi^ — 
Due  at  Whitsunday  1880,  at  47^  less  lu- 
come-Taz,    .  £23    6    3 

Due  at  llartinmas  1880,  tit  4^% 
less  do.,  28    3    9 


£11#    2    3 


On  Interiffl  advance  to  Ministers'  Widows' 

and  Orphans'  Fund  : — 
Due  at  Whitsunday  1880,  on 

£110  at  47^  less  Income- 

Tax,  .  £2    2  U 

Due    at  Martinmas   1880,  on 

£100  at  47^,  less  do.,         .     1  18  11 


£46  10    0 


4     1  10 


Sum  of  Receipts, 


50  11  10 


£165  14    I 


widows'  AMD  orphans'  FUND. 
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MBS.  MAOKAT'S  FUND— Gontinaed. 


PAYMENTS. 

Paid  ooe  year's  allowanoe  to  five  Annmtants,  . 
Baulncb  at  3l8t  March  1881 — 
Dae  by  Commercial  Bank, 
Doe  by  Free  Church  Minirteni'  Widows'  and 
Orphans*  Fond  Trustees,  being  balance 
of  interim  adTaooe  to  mieet  loan. 
Due  by  the  Treasurer,         .... 


£2    6    7 


100    0    0 
0  17    6 


Bw^  of  Payments, 


£62  10    0 


103    4     1 


£165  14     1 


Bbtnbvkob,  llih  Maif  IBSh^The  Account,  of  which  the  foregoing  is  an 
Abstract,  has  been  examined  by  me  and  compared  with  tl^Q  Youphers,  and  found 
to  be  eovrect^tha  Bank  and  Cmk  Mimees  bein^  On^  Qnndred  and  lliree 
Poondi,  Four  Shillings,  and  One  Pq^l^y  sterling,  due  tp  the  Fond  kt  81st 
March  1881,  as  above  stated. 

WiLUAM  Wood,  Avditwr. 


STATE  OF  MJtS.  MACKAT'S  FUND  AT  81ffr  MABjQH  1881. 


CAFITAIi — 

Sum  inTSsted 
Perthshire 


Benlable  Secnntqr  P^^i*  M^  EsMe  in 
Feriarslur^ 


AOCXTMULATIOMI  VBOM  BWUrU^--* 

Cash  in  Commeroial  Bank  of  Scotlandi          •  £2    6  7 
Interim  advance  to  Trustees  of  Free  Chnr^b 

Ministers' Widows*  m^d  Oin^thaps' FuP^    ,  100    0  0 

Balance  due  1^  Treasury    ,        .        .  0  17  6 


Amovnti  ^zohisiTe  oi  enrreat  iuter^ 


£1,190    6  11 


108    4     1 


£1,293  11     0 


Edikbuimh,  Uih  May  1881. — E»amin«^,  «nd  foond  to  be  ^orregt 

WiLLiAX  Wood,  Auditor, 


APPENDIX. 


DIRECTIONS    TO    ANNUITANTS. 

Th.  first  half.year's  payment  of  the  Annnitiej,  Wae.  due  ^  «^  l^*^ 
May  or  11th  November  immediately  foUowmg  the  deatj  of  the  Mmiater  or  Ro- 
xaay  or  ^  ixn  i^  *  ^^^l„  »^„  r^nvahle  half-yearly  thereafter  at  the  above  terms,— 
feasor,  and  the  Annuities  are  payaoie  nau  jr«"  j  ,  «-.«ki-  ^r«K« 

the  lait  term's  payment  of  the  Widows*  Annmty  bemgdne  and  payable  at  the 

"SU;rSfo?e*ob£^g  tht^  Anauitie..  «.  r,.«red  to  p«Kl.ee  the  fl- 

lowing  Certificates,  viz. : —  . 

1.  Certificate  by  the  Presbytery  Clerk  of  the  bound,  oerbfyuig  the  M»i.te>'. 

death,  and  the  date  thereof.  . ,       .     ,.  a  »«mMita  nnm&rriMl 

2.  Certificate  attesting  that  the  '^i^'>^y;,f''^"^J'^^;^^^^^  tf 

3.  Certificate  of  the  existence  of  the  children,  nnder  eighteen  yeus  ot  age,  n 

*'riZ:f  f^nn  the  P^d.  Begister.  of  .«.e  dWe  »' -ohCl^J«^.  bh* 
signed  by  the  Keeper  of  said  Register  (or,  failing  this,  other  legal  evidence  of  tho 
date  of  the  births). 

Where  a  Widow  only  is  le^  the  Certifloat«.  to  be  P^f^^^^*^  J^"  ^"f  ^ 
on  the  first  occasion  of  drawing  her  Annm^,  and  f"**^'  '*  SLi^  tb! 
necessary  to  produce  the  Certificate  No.  2  hdf-yearly,  wh«i  "•'^  *~ 
I^^.  me«.  Children  only  a«.  left,  the  Certifloat-  r^qmi^  «  N«l  1^ 
and  4.  in  the  first  occasion  ;  and  after  being  enroUed,  the  Oertifieate  No.  3  only 
is  required  half-yearly  before  drawing  the  Annni^.  ,,^,„„  ,„^.  .-j  there 

Se  Certificates  1.  2,  and  3.  must  be  according  to  th'toltowmg  forma,  .ad  there 
most  be  nofigura,  but  everything  written  in  words  at  lengtn  .— 

Ko.  1.— Oerttilcate  of  Death  of  MtaJstar. 

PKEE  CHURCH  MINISTERB'  WIDOWB'  AND  ORFHAMg'  PDMD. 

I,  Clerk  of  the  Free  Church  Presbytery  of  <>«>  k*^  ««*i^r 

that  the  Reverend                               ^  M"™***  2f„    . 

within  the  said  Presbytery,  died  on  the  t.^  J^%,  wk-rBrf.  I  have 

Eighteen  hundred  and  ye«-  .^^"^^C^^^Zl 

^bed  this  Certificate  at^^^^  '"*"' *^*^SZ£nri 

(Signed). '^^  *" 

When  there  is  no  P«»bytery  Clerk,  or  ^•- ^fj- f^*  ^J^^TV^!^ 
eate  by  the  Minister  of  the  Congregation  next  adjacentwiU  ■»«?^.  ^^3"  " 
Se  (^ficate.  in  this  c»«>.  will  be  furnished  by  «»*  ^"^^^^t^^SL^ 
anplving  to  him  and  expUining  the  cause  of  a  Certificate  by  the  Pwrt^yteiT 
Clerk  not  being  forthcoming. 


XXZIX.  APPINDIX — ^widows'  AND  orphans'  FUND.  31 

No.  2. — Oertillcate  of  EziBtence  of  Widow. 

FREE  CfiURCH  MINISTERS'  WIDOWS'  AND  ORPHANS*  FUND. 

At  the  day  of  One 

thoownd  eight  hundred  and  yeara,^  which  day  {Insert 

Maiden  Name)  Widow  of  ,  late  Minister  of  the 

Congregation  of  ,  within  the  Presbytery  of  , 

presently  residing  at  in  the  Parish  of  and 

County  of  t  did  compear  before  me,' 

,  and  declared  that  she  has  continued  a  Widow  since  the  death 
of  the  said  ,  her  husband.     I  therefore  hereby  certify  that 

the  said  is  aUve,  and  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 

has  remained  nnmarried  since  the  death  of  her  said  husband.     In  testimony 
whereof,  I  hare  subscribed  this  Certificate,  place  and  date  foresaid. 

8 


No.  3. — Oertifieate  of  Existence  of  Ohildren. 

FREE  CHURCH  MINISTERS*  WIDOWS'  AND  ORPHANS'  FUND. 

At  the  day  of  One  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  years,*  I,^ 

,  do  hereby  certify  that  {Innrt  their  name$) 

Child  (or  Children)  of  the  deceased  ,  lifimster 

of  in  the  Presbytery  of  is  (or  are)  now  alive, 

and  residing  at  in  the  Parish  of  and 

County  of  .*    In  witness  whereof,  I  hare  subscribed  this 

Certificate,  place  and  date  aforesaid. 

T 


^  The  Annuities  are  payable  half-yearly,  on  15th  May  and  11th  November,  and  the 
Certificate  must  be  dated  on  or  after  that  day.  If  the  Certificate  is  dated  on  15th  May 
or  11th  November,  it  must  be  expressed  thus  : — ''  At  the  fifteenth  day  of 

May  (or  eleventh  day  of  November,  as  the  case  maj^  be)  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  y®>n,  <nfter  twelve  o'clock  noon,  which  day,**  etc.,  as  above. 

*  The  Certificate  may  be  granted  either  by  a  Minister  or  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  If  bv 
a  ICioiBter,  this  blank  should  be  filled  up  thus  :— "  the  Minister  of  y* 
and  if  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the  blank  will  be  filled  up  thus : — "  one  of  Her 
Miyesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  (or  City,  as  the  case  may  be)  of  .'* 

*  The  Minister  or  Justice  of  Peace  will  sisn  here. 

4  As  in  the  case  of  the  Certificate  No.  2.  if  the  Certificate  is  dated  on  15th  May  or  11th 
November,  it  must  be  expressed  thus  :—  "At  the  fifteentii  day  of  May 

(or  eleventh  day  of  November,  as  the  case  may  be)  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

years,  c^fter  twelve  d clock  noon,  I,"  etc.,  as  above. 

*  See  Note  No.  2,  which  api>lies  here  also. 

*  If  the  Widow  of  the  Minister  shall  have  died  during  the  preceding  half-year,  here 
add  :~"  And  I  further  certify  that  {Insert  Maiden  JName)  Widow  of  the  said 

died  on  the  day  of  last.' 

r  The  Minister  or  Justice  of  Peace  will  sign  here. 
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REPORT 


ON 


T/ie  Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating 

Christian  Knowledge. 


MAY    1881. 


The  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been  specially  directed  to  two 
matters  in  connection  with  the  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Know- 
ledge, namely,  a  new  scheme  of  itinerating  schools,  adopted  by  the  Society, 
and  the  Educational  Endowments  Bill,  at  present  before  Parliament 

1.  Under  the  scheme  of  itinerating  schools,  the  Society  offers  to  help 
the  School  Boards  of  parishes  in  which  the  rates  are  more  than  6d.  in  the 
ponnd,  to  take  advantage  of  a  provision  in  the  Scottish  Code  for  educating 
small  groups  of  children  in  remote  districts  where  it  would  be  impossible 
to  maintain  regular  Board  Schools.  The  Society  make  it  a  condition  of 
their  grants  that  they  shall  have  a  right  to  inspect  and  to  be  satisiied  with 
the  religions  teaching.  So  far  good.  But  if  the  teachers  under  this  new 
scheme  must  be  connected  with  the  Established  Church,  as  a  decision 
of  the  Court  of  Session  in  1846  requires  that  all  teachers  employed 
by  the  Society  shall  be,  the  School  Boards  of  parishes  in  which  the 
population  are  no  longer  connected  with  that  Church  may  have  some 
difficulty  in  taking  advantage  of  the  scheme.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
teachers  appointed  under  it  may  bdong  to  other  Protestant  denominaUons, 
then  the  scheme  seems  to  be  clearly  inconsistent  with  the  decision  referred 
to.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  thjit,  in  consequence  of  that  decision,  the 
Society  ejected  from  their  service  all  persons  employed  by  them  who  did 
not  belong  io  the  Established  Church,  and  among  these  a  large  number 
of  their  most  efficient  teaohers. 

2.  The  second  matter  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Committee  has 
been  specially  directed  is  the  Educational  Endowments  Bill,  at  present 
before  Parliament.    In  the  Third  Report  of  the  Royal  Commissioners 
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appointed  in  1872  to  inquire  into  Endowed  Sohook  and  HospitalB,  it 
was  unanimously  recommended  that  the  restriction  imposed  upon  the 
Society  in  the  choice  of  its  teachers  should  be  remoyed.  The  Royal 
Commission  of  1878  was  appointed  for  the  very  purpose  of  enabling  the 
managers  of  endowments  to  give  effect  to  such  recommendations.  It  was 
therefore  moved,  at  one  of  the  quarterly  meetings  of  the  Society,  that  the 
Directors  should  apply  for  the  removal  of  the  restriction  complained  of, 
but  the  motion  was  formally  rejected.  Petitions  were  sent  to  Parliament 
for  the  opening  up  of  the  Society  by  special  legislation,  but  this  was 
met  by  the  assurance  that  this  Society  would  be  dealt  with  like  others 
by  the  Commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  the  new  Educational  Endow- 
ments Bill.  The  Committee  were  also  informed  that  it  would  be  unusual 
to  attempt  special  legislation  in  any  matter  when  the  Government  had  a 
measure  of  a  general  nature  before  Parliament  by  which  the  object  desired 
could  be  secured.  It  did  not  appear  to  the  Committee  that  this  objection 
need  apply  to  the  introduction  of  a  special  clause,  if  necessary,  into 
a  general  measure.  The  Committee  therefore  looked  forward  hopefiolly  to 
the  provisions  of  the  new  Bill. 

Their  examination  of  it,  however,  led  them  to  doubt  whether  its  pro- 
visions would  really  serve  to  open  up  the  Society.  Their  doubts  were 
first  awakened  in  connection  with  the  29th  Section  of  the  BilL  Provision 
is  made  by  that  section  for  submitting  a  case,  in  certain  circumstances,  to 
the  Court  of  Session  for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  a  Scheme 
framed  by  the  Commissioners  is  contrary  to  law.  Should  the  Court 
declare  a  scheme  to  be  contrary  to  law,  the  Education  Department  is 
expressly  prohibited  from  approving  thereof.  It  appeared  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  at  least  possible  that  the  Court  might  find  any  scheme  for 
the  opening  up  of  this  Society  to  be  contrary  to  law  which  should  interfere 
with  its  own  decision  in  1846.  The  Committee  therefore  resolved  to 
send  Dr.  Begg  and  the  Convener  as  a  deputation  to  London,  in  regud 
to  this  matter. 

The  Deputies  were  favoured  with  an  interview  first  by  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  then  by  Mr.  Mundella,  who  has  charge  of  the  BiU.  In 
their  interview  with  Mr.  Mundella  they  were  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ramsay 
of  Kildalton,  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Dick  Peddie,  and  Dr.  Webster,  the  memb^ 
for  Aberdeen.  They  were  laid  under  special  obligation  to  Dr.  Webster 
not  only  for  the  deep  interest  felt  by  him  in  common  with  the  other 
gentlemen  in  the  object  of  their  visit,  but  also  for  the  great  trouble  he 
took  in  various  ways  to  make  their  mission  successful. 

In  their  interviews  with  the  Government,  the  Deputation  urged  the 
following  points : — 1^  That  under  the  29th  section  of  the  Bill  there  would 
be  a  risk  that  any  scheme  for  the  opening  up  of  the  Society,  which  could 
be  at  all  regarded  by  this  Church  as  satisfactory,  might  be  declared  by  the 
Court  of  Session  to  be  contrary  to  law :  2d,  That  under  the  9th  section 
there  would  be  a  risk  of  such  a  proportion  of  the  yearly  income  of  the 
Society  being  allocated  to  missions  as  would  be  unreasonable ;  whOe  the 
Commissioners  would  have  no  power  to  deal  with  the  decision  of  1846,  so 
far  as  it  requires  that  all  the  Missionaries  and  Catechists  employed  by  the 
Society  should  belong  to  the  Established  Church :  and  Sd,  That  the  Non< 
conformists  of  Scotland  should  be  fairly  represented  amimg  the  Commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  under  the  BilL 

The  Deputation  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  fkvouiable 
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feelings  expressed  toward  their  object,  both  by  Mr.  Mondella  and  by  the 
,  Lord  Adyocate.  They  were  assured  that  the  meaning  and  intention  of 
€h>Temment  is  that  the  Society  for  Propagating  Christian  Knowledge  is 
to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Bill,  and  that  this  is  to  be  carried  oat 
effectively  by  the  terms  of  the  Bill,  so  that  no  doubt  shall  exist  as  to  the 
fuU  powers  of  the  Commission  to  remove,  if  they  see  fit^  the  grievances 
complained  of,  as  far  as  regards  the  appointment  of  teachers. 

On  receiving  the  report  of  the  Deputation  to  London,  the  Committee, 
however,  thought  it  prudent  to  take  the  opinion  of  Counsel  on  the  real  im- 
port of  the  9th  and  29th  clauses  of  the  Bill,  as  these  stand  at  present  With 
a  view  to  this,  a  memorial  was  prepared  by  Mr.  Cowan,  the  agent  for  the 
Church,  and  submitted  to  the  Dean  of  Faculty  and  Mr.  Campbell  Lorimer, 
and  the  joint  opinion  of  these  gentlemen  fully  justifies  the  fears  which 
were  entertained  in  connection  with  both  clauses.  It  will  therefore  be 
still  necessary  to  watch  anxiously  over  this  matter,  in  order  to  secure  that 
the  new  Commissioners  shall  have  full  power  to  deal  with  the  Society,  and 
to  frame  such  a  scheme  for  its  future  management  as  will  entitle  it  to 
the  confidence  of  the  population  of  the  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland. 

Should  a  scheme  be  passed  under  the  new  Commission  which  would 
wholly  remove  the  restriction  of  1846  in  regard  to  teachers,  eta,  and 
make  the  membership  and  management  of  the  Society  as  open  in  fact  as 
it  has  always  been  in  theory,  the  Committee  entertain  the  hope  that  the 
Society  would  again  renew  its  youth.  If  it  could  succeed  in  recovering 
the  confidence  of  those  who  take  a  special  interest  in  the  social  and 
religious  as  well  as  the  educational  welfare  of  the  Highlands,  it  might 
receive  in  the  future,  as  it  was  wont  to  receive  in  former  times,  a  large 
amount  of  annual  contributions  from  the  Christian  public  in  addition  to  its 
fixed  income,  and  with  such  a  revenue  it  might  become  the  means  of 
conferring  incalculable  benefits  on  that  deserving  section  of  the  Scottish 
people  for  whose  special  behoof  this  Society  was  originally  instituted,  and 
for  whose  sake  it  was  most  liberally  supported  for  many  a  year  by  Pro- 
testant Christians  of  every  Evangelical  denomination. 

In  name  of  the  Committee, 

J.  CALDER  MACPHAIL,  Convener. 
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